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Thursday, 17 October 2019
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 9.34 am and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (09:34): We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which
we are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture, their elders past, present and future, and
elders from other communities who may be here today.
Petitions
Following petitions presented to house by Clerk:
AUSSIE FARMS
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
This Petition of residents in the State of Victoria draws the attention of the house to the urgent need for
stronger protection of law-abiding farmers and requests:
1.

Aussie Farms status as a charitable organisation be revoked

2.

The Aussie Farms website that exposes farming families and threatens their property and the
wellbeing of livestock be shut down

3.

Stronger legal protections to appropriately penalise aggressive protesters and trespassers who
threaten or encourage damage to property or incite trespass and biosecurity breaches.

By Ms KEALY (Lowan) (117 signatures).
GOVERNMENT BANKING
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
This Petition of residents in the State of Victoria draws the attention of the house to the urgent need to reverse
the Labor Government’s mandate for all State Government organisations including hospitals, schools and
cemetery trusts to close local bank accounts and move their money to a centralised government account with
Westpac Sydney branch.
Local money should be held in local bank branch accounts. This will help to ensure ‘big four’ banks in our
smaller communities stay open to retain jobs and local services, and to support Community Banks to donate
vital funds to local community groups, sporting clubs and hospitals.

By Ms KEALY (Lowan) (39 signatures).
RURAL AND REGIONAL ROAD SAFETY
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria
The petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the
Labor Government’s proposal to introduce an 80km/h speed limit on our country roads.
This “band aid” policy fans to address the underlying safety issues on our country roads including potholed
surfaces and steep drop offs on roadside edges.
Improved road surfaces and increased driver education is required to address our rising road toll, not simply
slowing people down.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria ensure an appropriate level of
investment is made to halt the degradation of our rural road network and increase driver education to reverse
the rising road toll on our country roads.

By Ms KEALY (Lowan) (156 signatures).
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WESTERN VICTORIA ROADS
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This Petition of the residents of the District of Lowan draws the attention of the House to strong
community support for the urgent need to increase investment in our State rural and regional roads
in Western Victoria, noting:
1.

Failure to maintain road surfaces to a safe standard presents an unnecessary and unacceptable danger to
local families, commercial drivers and other commuters using our rural and regional roads;

2.

Families and businesses suffer financially when roads are not maintained to a safe standard, through
physical damage to vehicles and decreased fuel efficiency due to fluctuating speeds to avoid potholes
and other road damage;

3.

Disappointment that the Andrews Labor Government have dismantled the $160m Country Roads and
Bridges program, which helped to keep rates down by supporting Local Government to maintain priority
local roads in their community;

4.

The Andrews Labor Government Forward Estimates indicate a cut to the VicRoads repairs and
maintenance budget of $375m per year, to a mere $125m per year for the State, which is deemed
insufficient for the road works required.

The petitioners therefore call on the Andrews Labor Government to provide immediate and urgent
funding for rural and regional roads in Western Victoria.

By Ms KEALY (Lowan) (20 signatures).
KANIVA CHEMICAL WASTE DUMP SITE
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the State of Victoria draws to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the
Labor Government’s inaction on the toxic waste dump near Kaniva.
Fifty million litres of deadly toxic waste has been illegally buried on a farm near Kaniva, posing an enormous
threat to the underground water supply, crop contamination and the health of local residents.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria ensure the Andrews Labor
Government takes urgent action and directs the EPA to clean up Victoria’s largest illegal toxic chemic waste
dump.

By Ms KEALY (Lowan) (105 signatures).
COBRAM POLICE FACILITY
The petition of business owners and residents of Cobram, Yarrawonga, Numurkah, Nathalia and the 22
smaller towns of the Moira Shire and other residents of Victoria.
We, the petitioners draw to the attention of the House the urgent need for the provision of a 24-hour
manned police station in Cobram, able to serve the daily needs of the whole shire. Currently, the Cobram
police station operates limited hours and is not able to respond immediately to calls for assistance after hours.
In recent weeks, there has been a spate of burglaries in Cobram and the Moira Shire, as well as other offences
committed during the hours police were not available. With the upcoming tourist season about to arrive, the
situation becomes more urgent. In a year, Cobram and district receives more than 100,000 visitors, including
tourists and seasonal workers. It is home to three major industries that operate 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria considers providing funding
for the operation of an upgraded police facility in the centrally located town of Cobram. The town
already hosts three levels of police: uniform, CIU and highway patrol, currently working out of the station in
Cobram and is the logical location for a 24-hour manned police station, as well as being the home of Cobram
Magistrates Court.

By Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (895 signatures).
Tabled.
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Ordered that petitions lodged by member for Lowan be considered next day on motion of
Ms KEALY (Lowan).
Ordered that petition lodged by member for Ovens Valley be considered next day on motion of
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley).
Documents
OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC ADVOCATE
Annual Report 2019
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (09:37): By leave,
I table the Office of the Public Advocate report 2018–19.
Ordered to be published.
SENTENCING ADVISORY COUNCIL
Report 2018–19
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (09:37): By leave,
I table the Sentencing Advisory Council report 2018–19.
VICTORIA LAW FOUNDATION
Report 2018–19
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (09:37): By leave,
I table the Victorian Law Foundation report 2018–19.
VICTORIAN LAW REFORM COMMISSION
Report 2018–19
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (09:38): By leave,
I table the Victorian Law Reform Commission report 2018–19.
Ordered to be published.
INSPECTOR-GENERAL FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquiry: Implementation of Recommendations and Affirmations—Annual
Report 2018
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (09:38): By leave,
I table the Inspector-General for Emergency Management Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquiry
Implementation of Recommendations and Affirmations report 2018, and I do so in my capacity as the
acting Minister for Police and Emergency Services.
Ordered to be published.
CONSUMER POLICY RESEARCH CENTRE
Report 2018–19
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit—Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
Minister for Suburban Development) (09:38): By leave, I table the Consumer Policy Research Centre
report 2018–19.
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Absolutely Everyone: State Disability Plan Annual Report 2018
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (09:39): On behalf of the absent Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers, by
leave, I table the Absolutely Everyone State Disability Plan report 2018.
VISIT VICTORIA
Report 2018–19
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade, Minister for Tourism,
Sport and Major Events, Minister for Racing) (09:39): By leave, I table the Visit Victoria report 2018–
19.
CHILDREN’S COURT OF VICTORIA
MAGISTRATES COURT OF VICTORIA
Reports 2017–18
COUNTY COURT OF VICTORIA
Report 2018–19
The CLERK: I have received the reports 2017–18 of the Children’s Court of Victoria and the
Magistrates Court of Victoria and the 2018–19 report of the County Court of Victoria for presentation
by command of the Governor.
Tabled.
DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Accident Compensation Conciliation Service—Report 2018–19
Adult, Community and Further Education Board—Report 2018–19
Adult Parole Board of Victoria—Report 2018–19
Agriculture Victoria Services Pty Ltd—Report 2018–19
Albury Wodonga Health—Report 2018–19
Alexandra Health Service—Report 2018–19
Alfred Health—Report 2018–19
Alpine Health—Report 2018–19
Ambulance Victoria—Report 2018–19
AMES Australia—Report 2018–19
Auditor-General—Cenitex: Meeting Customer Needs for ICT Shared Services—Ordered to be published
Austin Health—Report 2018–19
Australian Centre for the Moving Image (ACMI)—Report 2018–19
Australian Grand Prix Corporation—Report 2018–19
Bairnsdale Regional Health Service—Report 2018–19
Ballarat General Cemeteries Trust—Report 2018–19
Ballarat Health Services—Report 2018–19
Barwon Health—Report 2018–19
Barwon Region Water Corporation (Barwon Water)—Report 2018–19
Bass Coast Health—Report 2018–19
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Beaufort and Skipton Health Service—Report 2018–19
Beechworth Health Service—Report 2018–19
Benalla Health—Report 2018–19
Bendigo Health Care Group—Report 2018–19
Boort District Health—Report 2018–19
Calvary Health Care Bethlehem Limited—Report 2018–19.
Casterton Memorial Hospital—Report 2018–19
Castlemaine Health—Report 2018–19
Cenitex—Report 2018–19
Central Gippsland Health Service—Report 2018–19
Central Gippsland Region Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
Central Highlands Region Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
Chief Commissioner of Victoria Police—Report 2018–19 under s 148R of the Liquor Control Reform
Act 1998
City West Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
Cobram District Health—Report 2018–19
Cohuna District Hospital—Report 2018–19
Colac Area Health—Report 2018–19
Coliban Region Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
Community Visitors—Report 2018–19 under s 35 of the Disability Act 2006, s 224 of the Mental Health
Act 2014 and s 195 of the Supported Residential Services (Private Proprietors) Act 2010—Ordered to be
published
Confiscation Act 1997—Asset Confiscation Operations Report 2018–19
Consumer Affairs Victoria—Report 2018–19—Ordered to be published
Corangamite Catchment Management Authority—Report 2018–19
Coronial Council of Victoria—Report 2018–19
Corryong Health—Report 2018–19
Country Fire Authority (CFA)—Report 2018–19
Court Services Victoria—Report 2018–19
Dairy Food Safety Victoria—Report 2018–19
Dental Health Services Victoria—Report 2018–19
Development Victoria—Report 2018–19
Disability Services Commissioner—Report 2018–19
Djerriwarrh Health Services—Report 2018–19
Docklands Studios Melbourne Pty Ltd—Report 2018–19
East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority—Report 2018–19
East Gippsland Region Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
East Grampians Health Service—Report 2018–19
East Wimmera Health Service—Report 2018–19
Eastern Health—Report 2018–19
Echuca Regional Health—Report 2018–19
Edenhope and District Memorial Hospital—Report 2018–19
Education and Training, Department of—Report 2018–19
Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme (ESSSuper)—Report 2018–19
Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority (ESTA)—Report 2018–19
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Energy Safe Victoria—Report 2018–19
Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Department of—Report 2018–19
Environment Protection Authority—Report 2018–19
Essential Services Commission—Report 2018–19
Fed Square Pty Ltd—Report 2018–19
Film Victoria—Report 2018–19
Financial Management Act 1994:
Report from the Acting Minister for Planning that she had received the report 2018–19 of the Architects
Registration Board of Victoria
Reports from the Minister for Agriculture that she had received the Reports 2018–19 of the:
Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area Industry Development Committee, together with an explanation
for the delay
Phytogene Pty Ltd
Veterinary Practitioners Registration Board of Victoria
Victorian Strawberry Industry Development Committee
Reports from the Attorney-General that she had received the Reports 2018–¬19 of the:
Sentencing Advisory Council
Victorian Law Reform Commission
Reports from the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change that she had received the
reports 2018–19 of the:
Barwon South West Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability
Grampians Central West Waste and Resource Recovery Group
North East Waste and Resource Recovery Group
Reports from the Minister for Health that she had received the reports 2018–19 of the:
Bendigo Cemeteries Trust
Mildura Cemetery Trust
Victorian Assisted Reproductive Treatment Authority
Report from the Minister for Planning that he had received the Report 2018–19 of the Heritage Council
of Victoria
Report from the Minister for Women that she had received the Report 2018–19 of the Queen Victoria
Women’s Centre Trust
Forensic Leave Panel—Report 2018
Game Management Authority—Report 2018–19
Geelong Cemeteries Trust—Report 2018–19
Geoffrey Gardiner Dairy Foundation Limited—Report 2018–19
Gippsland and Southern Rural Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
Gippsland Southern Health Service—Report 2018–19
Glenelg Hopkins Catchment Management Authority—Report 2018–19
Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority—Report 2018–19
Goulburn-Murray Rural Water Corporation (Goulburn-Murray Water)—Report 2018–19
Goulburn Valley Health (GV Health)—Report 2018–19
Goulburn Valley Region Water Corporation (Goulburn Valley Water)—Report 2018–19
Grampians Wimmera Mallee Water Corporation (GWM Water)—Report 2018–19
Greater Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust—Report 2018–19
Greyhound Racing Victoria—Report 2018–19
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Harness Racing Victoria—Report 2018–19
Health and Human Services, Department of—Report 2018–19
Health Purchasing Victoria—Report 2018–19
Heathcote Health—Report 2018–19
Hepburn Health Service—Report 2018–19
Hesse Rural Health Service—Report 2018–19
Heywood Rural Health Service—Report 2018–19
Infrastructure Victoria—Report 2018–19
Inglewood and Districts Health Service—Report 2018–19
Jobs, Precincts and Regions, Department of—Report 2018–19
Justice and Community Safety, Department of—Report 2018–19
Kardinia Park Stadium Trust—Report 2018–19
Kerang District Health—Report 2018–19
Kilmore and District Hospital—Report 2018–19
Kyabram District Health Service—Report 2018–19
Kyneton District Health Service—Report 2018–19
Latrobe Regional Hospital—Report 2018–19
Latrobe Valley Mine Rehabilitation Commissioner—Report 2018–19
Legal Practitioners’ Liability Committee—Report 2018–19
Library Board of Victoria—Report 2018–19
Lorne Community Hospital—Report 2018–19
Lower Murray Urban and Rural Water Corporation (Lower Murray Water)—Report 2018–19
Maldon Hospital—Report 2018–19
Mallee Catchment Management Authority—Report 2018–19
Mallee Track Health and Community Service—Report 2018–19
Mansfield District Hospital—Report 2018–19
Maryborough District Health Service—Report 2018–19
Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre—Report 2018–19
Melbourne and Olympic Parks Trust—Report 2018–19
Melbourne Health—Report 2018–19
Melbourne Market Authority—Report 2018–19
Melbourne Port Lessor Pty Ltd—Report 2018–19
Melbourne Recital Centre—Report 2018–19
Melbourne Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
Mental Health Complaints Commissioner—Report 2018–19
Mental Health Tribunal—Report 2018–19
Mercy Hospitals Victoria Ltd—Report 2018–19
Metropolitan Fire and Emergency Services Board (MFB)—Report 2018–19
Monash Health—Report 2018–19
Moyne Health Services—Report 2018–19
Museums Board of Victoria—Report 2018–19
Nathalia District Hospital—Report 2018–19
National Gallery of Victoria—Report 2018–19
National Parks Act 1975—Report 2018–19 on the working of the Act
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National Parks Advisory Council—Report 2018–19
National Rail Safety Regulator, Office of—Report 2018–19
North Central Catchment Management Authority—Report 2018–19
North East Catchment Management Authority—Report 2018–19
North East Region Water Corporation (North East Water)—Report 2018–19
Northeast Health Wangaratta—Report 2018–19
Northern Health—Report 2018–19
Numurkah District Health Service—Report 2018–19
Omeo District Health—Report 2018–19
Orbost Regional Health—Report 2018–19
Otway Health—Report 2018–19
Parks Victoria—Report 2018–19
Peninsula Health—Report 2018–19
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre—Report 2018–19
Phillip Island Nature Parks—Report 2018–19
Police Registration and Services Board—Report 2018–19
Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority—Report 2018–19
Portable Long Service Benefits Authority—Report 2018–19
Portland District Health—Report 2018–19
Post Sentence Authority—Report 2018–19
Premier and Cabinet, Department of—Report 2018–19
PrimeSafe—Report 2018–19
Public Interest Monitor—Report 2018–19
Public Prosecutions, Office of—Report 2018–19
Public Record Office Victoria—Report 2018–19
Public Transport Development Authority—Report 2018–19
Queen Elizabeth Centre—Report 2018–19
Racing Integrity Commissioner—Report 2018–19
Radiation Advisory Committee—Report 2018–19
Regional Development Victoria—Report 2018–19
Residential Tenancies Bond Authority—Report 2018–19
Road Safety Camera Commissioner—Report 2018–19
Roads Corporation (VicRoads)—Report 2018–19
Robinvale District Health Services—Report 2018–19
Rochester and Elmore District Health Service—Report 2018–19
Rolling Stock Holdings (Victoria) Pty Ltd—Report 2018–19
Rolling Stock (Victoria-VL) Pty Ltd—Report 2018–19
Rolling Stock (VL-1) Pty Ltd—Report 2018–19
Rolling Stock (VL-2) Pty Ltd—Report 2018–19
Rolling Stock (VL-3) Pty Ltd—Report 2018–19
Royal Botanic Gardens Board Victoria—Report 2018–19
Royal Children’s Hospital—Report 2018–19
Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital—Report 2018–19
Royal Women’s Hospital—Report 2018–19
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Rural Northwest Health—Report 2018–19
Seymour Health—Report 2018–19
Shrine of Remembrance Trustees—Report 2018–19
South East Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
South Gippsland Hospital—Report 2018–19
South Gippsland Region Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
South West Healthcare—Report 2018–19
Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust—Report 2018–19
St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne Limited—Report 2018–19
State Electricity Commission of Victoria—Report 2018–19
State Sport Centres Trust—Report 2018–19
State Trustees Limited—Report 2018–19
Statutory Rule under the Road Safety Act 1986—SR 96
Stawell Regional Health—Report 2018–19
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rule 91
Swan Hill District Health—Report 2018–19
Tallangatta Health Service—Report 2018–19
Terang and Mortlake Health Service—Report 2018–19
Timboon and District Healthcare Service—Report 2018–19
Transport Accident Commission (TAC)—Report 2018–19
Transport, Department of—Report 2018–19
Treasury and Finance, Department of—Report 2018–19
Treasury Corporation of Victoria—Report 2018–19
Tweddle Child and Family Health Service—Report 2018–19
V/Line Corporation—Report 2018–19
VicForests—Report 2018–19
Victims of Crime Assistance Tribunal—Report 2018–19
Victims of Crime Commissioner—Report 2018–19
Victoria Grants Commission—Report 2018–19
Victoria Legal Aid—Report 2018–19
Victoria Police—Report 2018–19
Victoria State Emergency Service Authority—Report 2018–19
Victorian Arts Centre Trust—Report 2018–19
Victorian Broiler Industry Negotiation Committee—Report 2018–19
Victorian Building Authority—Report 2018–19
Victorian Catchment Management Council—Report 2018–19
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT)—Report 2018–19
Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor Regulation—Report 2018–19
Victorian Curriculum Assessment Authority—Report 2018–19
Victorian Environmental Assessment Council—Report 2018–19
Victorian Environmental Water Holder—Report 2018–19
Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission—Report 2018–19—Ordered to be published
Victorian Fisheries Authority—Report 2018–19
Victorian Funds Management Corporation—Report 2018–19
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Victorian Government Purchasing Board—Report 2018–19
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation (VicHealth)—Report 2018–19
Victorian Information Commissioner, Office of—Report 2018–19
Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine—Report 2018–19
Victorian Institute of Forensic Mental Health—Report 2018–19
Victorian Institute of Teaching—Report 2018–19
Victorian Legal Services Board and Victorian Legal Services Commissioner—Report 2018–19—Ordered to
be published
Victorian Managed Insurance Authority—Report 2018–19
Victorian Marine and Coastal Council—Report 2018–19
Victorian Multicultural Commission—Report 2018–19
Victorian Pharmacy Authority—Report 2018–19
Victorian Planning Authority—Report 2018–19
Victorian Plantations Corporation—Report 2018–19
Victorian Ports Corporation (Melbourne)—Report 2018–19
Victorian Public Sector Commission—Report 2018–19
Victorian Rail Track (VicTrack)—Report 2018–19
Victorian Regional Channels Authority—Report 2018–19
Victorian Registration & Qualifications Authority—Report 2018–19
Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation—Report 2018–19
Victorian Small Business Commission—Report 2018–19—Ordered to be published
Victorian Veterans Council—Report 2018–19
Victorian WorkCover Authority—Report 2018–19
Wannon Region Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority—Report 2018–19
West Gippsland Healthcare Group—Report 2018–19
West Wimmera Health Service—Report 2018–19
Western District Health Service—Report 2018–19
Western Health—Report 2018–19
Western Region Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
Westernport Region Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority—Report 2018–19
Wimmera Health Care Group—Report 2018–19
Yarra Valley Water Corporation—Report 2018–19
Yarram & District Health Service—Report 2018–19
Yarrawonga Health—Report 2018–19
Yea and District Memorial Hospital—Report 2018–19
Youth Parole Board—Report 2018–19
Zoological Parks and Gardens Board—Report 2018–19.
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Business of the house
VICTORIAN AUDITOR-GENERAL’S OFFICE
Performance audit
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (09:41):
I move, by leave:
That:
(1) under section 82 of the Audit Act 1994, Mr Paul Houliston, managing partner, Allen and Clarke
Consulting be appointed:
(a) to conduct the performance audit of the Auditor-General and the Victorian Auditor-General’s
Office in 2019–20;
(b) in accordance with the terms, conditions and specifications as set out in the request for tender issued
by the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee on 7 August 2019; and
(c) at a fixed fee of $271 475 (excluding GST).
(2) A message be sent to the Legislative Council requesting their agreement.

Motion agreed to.
ADJOURNMENT
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (09:41):
I move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourns until Tuesday, 29 October 2019.

Motion agreed to.
Members statements
BOBS PARK, MENZIES CREEK
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (09:42): I rise as we approach another very dangerous fire season,
particularly through the Gembrook electorate. We obviously have to be very cautious. We send a
message out of how important it is that we take care of ourselves and we take care of our neighbours.
However, we wrote recently to the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change and we
talked specifically about Bobs Park. Bobs Park is an area that many people in my community like to
visit. It is a fantastic park. However, a lot of that park has been closed off to the public and there are
areas in there that have been trashed— they have got graffiti, they have got a couple of buildings that
have not been attended to. In the answer from the minister it was stated that it had been taken care of
and there was maintenance done.
A visit by the CFA just last week was made to have a look at it to ensure fire safety, because we have
to make sure that we can protect the community. If a fire starts in Bobs Park, it puts the entire
Dandenong Ranges at risk. Parks Victoria, working with this government, have decided the best way
to fix the problem of people going in is to drop a pine tree across the road, which is the only emergency
access into Bobs Park. So the only access we have to the park for fire trucks has now been blocked off
by cutting down a huge pine tree, preventing firefighters from going in. Having gone up there to do
the review, the CFA’s recommendation now is that if a fire starts in Bobs Park, they can only go in
with knapsacks holding minimal amounts of water, as they will not be able to get trucks in due to the
incompetence of this government. Due to the government trying to stop the community going into a
fantastic parkland they are putting the entire Dandenong Ranges at risk, and I say to them: if there is a
fire through the Dandenong Ranges, it is their fault.
VICTORIA STATE EMERGENCY SERVICE WYNDHAM WEST UNIT
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (09:43): I rise to update the house on my recent visit to the Wyndham West SES unit in my
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electorate of Werribee. It was a pleasure to be joined by the hardworking members of the Wyndham
Vale CFA, who work very closely with the Wyndham SES. The afternoon was a great opportunity to
not only acknowledge the funding support of government but reflect on the selfless contribution of our
local emergency service volunteers. These volunteers are servicing an ever-increasing population in
Wyndham. The life-saving work of these 64 dedicated volunteers is no mean feat.
I am constantly amazed by the tireless contribution of volunteers like unit controller Laurie Russell,
who has been serving our community as an SES volunteer for more than 50 years. I was proud to hand
over to Laurie the keys to five new state-of-the-art appliances that will boost the capacity of local SES
volunteers. Funded through the emergency services grants program, this $125 000 investment in
equipment by the Andrews Labor government includes a new Ford Ranger. This will help local
volunteers better respond to calls for help across Wyndham. I thank and commend all the volunteers
for their tireless dedication to Wyndham and to the Wyndham West SES and for their invaluable
service to the community.
BENALLA TRAIN SERVICES
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (09:45): Joy and Vaughan Poole from Benalla travel to Melbourne twice a year
to have Vaughan’s pacemaker checked. Last Tuesday they caught the 6.35 am coach service from
Benalla because they were worried that the 7.52 train would run late like it usually does—and
unfortunately they were right. If they had caught that train they would have missed Vaughan’s
appointment because there was a 1-hour delay. I think it is just sad that this is what people have now
come to expect from the north-east train line. Having to allow 6 hours of travel from Benalla to
Melbourne to make it to the doctor on time is just ridiculous. Vaughan recently turned 90 years old,
so this is having a big impact on people.
LOVE IN ACTION, BROADFORD
Ms RYAN: Last week I met with some families who are supported by Love in Action, a group in
Broadford, to hear about the challenges that they are facing. We have a serious lack of housing in our
region at the moment, and it is having really dire consequences, particularly for women who are fleeing
domestic violence. Some have been or are still in very vulnerable situations, and they need to find a
house, but because they do not have a rental history it is almost impossible, and they have been told
there is a five-year waiting list for public housing in our region. Love in Action has been an amazing
support, but much more needs to be done.
IAN ‘BLUEY’ SHELTON
Ms RYAN: I want to give a very big congratulations to Ian ‘Bluey’ Shelton on his induction into
the Essendon Hall of Fame a couple of weeks ago. Bluey is one of Avenel’s most famous sons, along
with Ned Kelly.
JOAN EDDY
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning) (09:46): I am delighted to acknowledge the great contribution to our community made by
Fitzroy Football Club president Joan Eddy, who was recently recognised as the 2019 AFL Football
Woman of the Year in the community category. This achievement celebrates Joan’s 20-plus years
supporting grassroots footy in inner Melbourne as a volunteer at Fitzroy. The Roys are a strong, vibrant
community hub operating in the heart of Fitzroy, fielding men’s and women’s teams in the largest
community football competition in Australia, the Victorian Amateur Football Association. Over the
last two decades Joan Eddy has served her club and association in a myriad of roles. In her time Joan
has been part of many incredible moments, including the introduction of women’s football five years
ago, and the club’s under-19 premiership when she oversaw the side’s operation as team manager.
I have had the pleasure of knowing Joan for many years, and more recently I have been delighted to
work with her on our government’s massive investment of $6.5 million to upgrade the historic
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Brunswick Street oval. Testament to Joan’s selfless community spirit, she is quick to refocus this
award not back onto her but back onto the group, the members, the supporters, the players and the
broader community in Fitzroy. I congratulate sincerely Joan on her enormous dedication to Fitzroy
and to sport and recreation in my electorate and encourage all of those in the house to celebrate their
local sporting heroes who so selflessly volunteer time to keep our sporting culture strong in this state.
ENERGY SUPPLY
Mr R SMITH (Warrandyte) (09:48): The Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate
Change’s recent media release stating that Victoria will go it alone in negotiating with the Australian
Energy Market Operator (AEMO) for multiyear contracts for additional reserve power is an admission
that Victoria has long-term problems with energy security. As usual the minister and this government
try to blame everyone but themselves for Victoria’s energy security problems. In fact it is the reckless
energy policies of the Andrews government that have placed Victoria in such a precarious position
with regard to energy security. Reliability and emergency reserve trader agreements for reserve power
should be used in extreme circumstances to ensure energy supply. This government is effectively
wanting to use these agreements to replace baseload power, which they know will not be sufficient
not only for this summer but for several years to come. Electricity prices have skyrocketed under
Labor, and using these agreements will only make prices worse as this is the most expensive form of
electricity to purchase.
The most recent AEMO report highlighted that up to 1.3 million homes could be without power this
summer in Victoria. Rather than source more reliable baseload power, this government’s solution is to
ask industry and consumers to turn the lights off, resulting in huge losses to business and to productivity.
The minister also sought to blame our older coal-fired power plants’ reliability for our energy woes. It is
in fact her policies that are forcing coal-fired generators to operate as if they are peak demand generators.
This is something that coal-fired plants are simply not designed to do, which is causing breakdowns and
maintenance issues. One can never forget it was the Andrews government’s tripling of coal royalties that
forced the closure of Hazelwood and took an enormous amount of power out of the grid, and Victorians
are now paying the price from both a financial and an energy security perspective.
RIVERSIDE GOLF, TENNIS AND NETBALL CENTRE
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (09:49): As the great Paul Kelly once sang, ‘From little things big
things grow’. I was absolutely thrilled to be able to officially open the brand-new Riverside golf, tennis
and netball centre at Fairbairn Park, made possible with $1.5 million in funding from the Andrews
Labor government. For far too long, girls have had to play netball and tennis on second-rate facilities
while the boys’ facilities have traditionally been far superior. Well, that is no longer the case, and it
was an absolute joy to be able to see the finished product being enjoyed by scores of girls on the
weekend. I want to thank the City of Moonee Valley for partnering with the state government, the
member for Lara for his outstanding labours and endeavours in championing this great project, as well
as Netball Victoria and the Essendon District Netball Association for their advocacy. I also want to
acknowledge the great role played by Richard Randell from EDNA for his tireless advocacy. Richard,
you should be so pleased with all your efforts. We finally did it.
FLEMINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
Mr PEARSON: A big shout-out to the staff at the Flemington Community Centre. The centre is
managed by council and provides an invaluable service. I want to thank Kate McCaughey, manager
for community planning, who has been an effective advocate for my community; Carol Espinoza,
coordinator—community development, for reinvigorating and revitalising the community centre; as
well as Lauren Kerr and Khaled Abdulwahab who are delivering the Flemington Works project that
is providing real employment opportunities for public housing tenants. It is so important to find good
partners to work with in this noble cause, and I am so pleased that Kate, Carol, Lauren and Khaled
have set the gold standard in community engagement. The public housing estate at Flemington is very
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different now to what it was five years ago, and so much of that comes down to working with
passionate, collaborative and committed individuals to this great cause. Well done, everyone.
SOUTH-WEST COAST ELECTORATE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (09:51): The secret is out. Warrnambool and the south-west
is Australia’s most livable region according to the latest Ipsos Life in Australia survey, telling locals
what we already know, but also sending a message to the city-centric Andrews Labor government.
People in regional Victoria matter, and many are making the choice to move to regional areas to escape
the rat-race of the city. They deserve the support of their state government. Warrnambool ranked above
average in every single pillar of livability and scored particularly high in access to the natural
environment, lack of road congestion, high-quality education and a strong sense of community.
The Andrews Labor government should be looking at these results and developing strategies that
encourage regional development, rather than focusing on increasing density in the suburbs. The
government needs to build on this survey to improve livability, not only in Warrnambool and the
south-west but also across all of regional Victoria. Rather than leaving Regional Development Victoria
unfunded, rather than failing to finish the Warrnambool Base Hospital redevelopment and leaving it at
bursting point, and rather than leaving our roads to go to ruin, the government should be growing regional
Victoria. Clearly the public are seeing the benefits of living in regional areas. It is time the Andrews
Labor government did too and looked beyond the city and became a government for all of Victoria.
COMPREHENSIVE CAMBODIAN PEACE AGREEMENTS
Mr TAK (Clarinda) (09:52): October 23 this year marks the 28th anniversary of the 1991 Paris
Peace Agreements. Formally titled the Comprehensive Cambodian Peace Agreements, the deal was
fostered by the work of the former Labor foreign affairs minister, the Honourable Gareth Evans, QC,
and marked the official end of the Cambodian conflicts. The agreements were signed by 19 countries,
including Australia. Twenty-eight years on Cambodia has peace but not democracy. Cambodia’s
major opposition party has been dissolved; its leaders remain under house arrest, in jail or in exile;
media and civil society have been silenced and harassed; and the Cambodian government continues
to threaten its people with civil war. All hope for free and fair elections, as promised by the agreement,
has disappeared.
Next Wednesday hundreds of Cambodian Australians will travel to Canberra to remind the Australian
government of its commitments under the Paris Peace Agreements. They will gather in front of
Parliament House to call for renewed efforts to restore democracy in Cambodia. This group will be
led by Cr Youhorn Chea and others, and I would like acknowledge his tireless advocacy and leadership
in support of democracy and human rights in Cambodia.
BAIRNSDALE TRAIN LINE
Mr T BULL (Gippsland East) (09:53): I often have the pleasure of visiting kinders and primary
schools, where I get to meet bright-eyed, inquisitive four and five-year-old children learning about the
world around them. But it is staggering when I look into their eyes and think that for their entire
lifetimes the Bairnsdale rail line has not met its punctuality targets. It is quite staggering—five years.
Unreliable and late train services make it harder for the people of East Gippsland to get to medical
appointments. It makes it difficult to connect with other transport links, to visit family and friends. So
now, rather than risking being late for medical appointments, people are travelling down, staying
overnight and incurring additional costs, all due to the unreliability of the services. The Andrews Labor
government has invested just 4 per cent of capital funding for public transport in this year’s state
budget into regional Victoria. It ought to do better. V/Line’s punctuality is getting worse, and it is time
to get these trains running on time.
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EAST GIPPSLAND FAMILY HISTORY GROUP
Mr T BULL: Next week I will be hosting the East Gippsland Family History Group to a morning
tea to thank them for presenting my office with a copy of the detailed biographies of over 180 local
men who served during the war. The project was undertaken by a team led by Debbie Squires and it
soon extended from an initial 900 into the stories of many, many more—around 3500. It is a great
project. It is a good read for anyone who wants to read about the history of war in our area, and I thank
them for that.
BRAYBROOK COLLEGE
Ms HALL (Footscray) (09:55): I rise to congratulate the students of Braybrook College and all
students across the state on their participation in the 2019 Parliament Prize. The 2019 competition saw
almost 600 students from 113 schools across Victoria take part, setting a record number of entries.
Students were asked to submit a members statement to Parliament, taking the opportunity to highlight
their passion for important causes in our community. Braybrook students John Kheitu, Bailey
Campbell and Keegan Hand-Howden spoke with great awareness and skill on immigration, school
funding and homelessness. Congratulations to all the finalists for their achievements, in particular
noting that John came second in the years 10–12 division. I would like to thank their principal, Kelly
Panousieris, along with debating coordinator David Nguyen for making this great opportunity
available to the students. This year’s students have set a great example at Parliament, and I look
forward to seeing next year’s participants meet the high standard set this year.
I encourage any student passionate about politics and public speaking to get involved with the great
work the Victorian Parliament does for students and our state. Congratulations to everyone at
Braybrook College.
SYPHILIS
Dr READ (Brunswick) (09:56): Victoria has a syphilis epidemic. In 1999 two cases of infectious
syphilis were notified in Victoria. Numbers then doubled every year for a few years. Then it plateaued,
then it increased again. Almost all cases were transmitted between men until the last few years. Last
year there were 1372 cases of infectious syphilis notified in Victoria, including 163 in women.
Syphilis is cured by injecting a special penicillin which is not stocked in all pharmacies. But syphilis
is readily diagnosed and treated in a functioning healthcare system. Testing is routine in pregnancy
because infection of the foetus has a high mortality rate. Congenital syphilis can be an indicator of a
breakdown in a healthcare system. After years of no cases, four cases of congenital syphilis have
occurred in Victoria over the past two years. Two have resulted in foetal death. Untreated syphilis in
adults can cause irreversible brain, heart and nerve damage. Victoria has one large public clinic, the
Melbourne Sexual Health Centre, which is a centre of expertise and treats hundreds of cases.
But this clinic has treated more people every year for the past decade, and it is now turning patients
away. It cannot meet demand. Of course not every case is treated here, but it is essential to have such
a clinic to reduce the number of people with untreated syphilis in the community. We now need at
least one or more additional clinics. We must invest resources in controlling syphilis now. (Time
expired)
BASS ELECTORATE CHEMOTHERAPY FUNDRAISER
Ms CRUGNALE (Bass) (09:58): I rise to thank and cheer in a rather vociferous tone three of our
amazing local Bass electorate businesses: Revive Beauty and Spa, the Cape Tavern and Headlines
Hairdressing. They banded together to raise money for an extra chemotherapy chair for Bass Coast
Health’s subregional hospital in Wonthaggi. Having access to chemo close to home means patients
might not have to drive or catch the bus to the city for treatment. These exhausting trips are often
required multiple times per week, and since Wonthaggi commenced a service in July just gone,
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patients have been ever so grateful. Bass Coast Health has partnered with the Alfred Hospital to
develop the service, and already the benefits are immeasurable. The fundraiser sold ‘squares’ and
culminated in a gathering at the Cape Tavern in Cape Paterson in mid-September, and the total raised
was a very fine $12 000.
Continuing on with my array of gratitude, Jess Geyer’s singing entertained the crowd, and raffle
donations from the local PBE Real Estate office and Salt Water Cape Cafe boosted the money jar.
Thanks to Mount Avoca Wines, which along with Revive Beauty and Spa, and Headlines
Hairdressing, donated a major prize. Thanks to the oncology department staff who came along and
talked about this service, and a final big, loud cheer to Ally Adams, Michael Turton and Melissa Stirton
and the ever so generous people who threw their support into this super worthy cause.
ST LEONARD’S UNITING CHURCH, BRIGHTON
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (09:59): St Leonard’s Uniting Church in Brighton has launched a
special coffee mug challenge that encourages each of us to put aside $4 each week. The funds raised
will be directed entirely towards those suffering homelessness. Congratulations to Minister Kim Cain
and Barry Schofield from the church on the initiative, which is now being rolled out across the Uniting
Church.
CABRINI BRIGHTON
Mr NEWBURY: We have all been touched by a friend, relative or love one who has had dementia.
Cabrini Brighton recently launched a joint partnership project with Dementia Australia aimed at
creating a purpose-designed dementia-friendly rehabilitation environment in a hospital setting. The
initiative is an Australian first and one that respectfully supports our relatives, friends and loved ones.
ST LEONARD’S COLLEGE
Mr NEWBURY: I recently took part in a panel discussion hosted by the student-led sustainability
council and youth action groups from St Leonard’s College in Brighton. The panel focused on studentraised environmental issues. Students from across all year levels took part and asked questions which
proved their interest in the future of our local natural environment and the good health of our world.
Congratulations to Riley and Ashley and principal Stuart Davis on their initiative and leadership.
VICTORIAN AMATEUR FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION
Mr NEWBURY: The Victorian Amateur Football Association, which is based in my electorate,
is the largest community amateur sporting organisation. Though certain core facilities at Elsternwick
Park have been updated, other associated infrastructure critically requires improvement. For example,
there is currently no spectator seating, there are not enough public bathrooms and the field has poor
lighting. (Time expired)
VICTORIA–CHINA LINKS
Mr KENNEDY (Hawthorn) (10:01): The schools in the Hawthorn electorate are proud of their
strong ties to China. Nearly all offer Mandarin, host international students and have sister school
arrangements in place. Auburn High is running a leadership program in China in November.
This member is recently returned from three weeks on self-funded participation in the Principals
Association of Victorian Catholic Secondary Schools professional enrichment module in China, led
by Dr Jeremy Clark. The professional module covered Hong Kong-Macau, Zhuhai and Shangchuan,
Shanghai, Suzhou, Chengdu, Xi’an and Beijing, where we joined the local Beijing Bombers to watch
the AFL Grand Final.
As a member of this Parliament and former school principal I am very interested in the cultural,
educational and commercial links between Victoria and China. I visited schools with ties to Victoria,
including the Soochow University experimental school in Suzhou, which has a relationship with
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Aquinas College in Ringwood. At the Soochow school I conveyed compliments and best wishes from
the member for Ringwood.
China is Victoria’s largest goods export market, including food and fibre, and our largest source of
international students and tourists. We included visits to various offices that we maintain there,
including one with Tim Dillon, who heads up this operation for all of China. (Time expired)
CROYDON RAIL BRIDGE
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (10:02): I join with members of the local community who have
expressed their wishes to have a mural painted on the rail bridge crossing over
Mount Dandenong Road, Croydon. This bridge is effectively the gateway into Croydon as motorists
drive down Mount Dandenong Road and into Croydon and the surrounding areas, with Mount
Dandenong and the Dandenong Ranges as a beautiful backdrop. The bridge is a continuous eyesore
for locals and motorists as they travel through the area, as it is a target for graffiti, which is unsightly,
ugly and unattractive. The bridge was covered in graffiti, and after a long community campaign the
graffiti was finally removed in 2017. Full credit to the local community for their relentless lobbying,
campaigning and advocating to have the graffiti cleaned off, as we were duckshoved from VicTrack
to Public Transport Victoria, to Metro Trains Melbourne, to Maroondah council and to the state
government, all refusing to take accountability for the asset and passing the buck on who was
responsible for cleaning the graffiti off.
Well, we were successful and had the graffiti cleaned off, but before long the bridge was hit again with
graffiti, hence the idea and need for a mural to be painted on the bridge. The creation of an artwork
piece on this public infrastructure will completely change the entrance into Croydon, giving the rail
bridge a much-needed facelift and a welcoming site for motorists and pedestrians—indeed creating a
lasting impression of our great local area. To rid our wonderful suburb of the graffiti on the rail bridge,
I call on the Andrews government to work with Maroondah City Council and the local Croydon
community to fund a mural to cover the bridge and deter vandals from tagging the bridge once and for
all. I look forward to working with the government, council and local residents to deliver this project,
which will be well received by the local community.
NOEL AND MERYL SPARGO
Ms WARD (Eltham) (10:04): I congratulate and thank Noel and Meryl Spargo for their tremendous
contribution to our community, in particular the Eltham Bowling Club, and congratulate Noel on recently
receiving life membership at the club. Meryl has been a life member since 2015. During around 23 years
of membership Noel has played over 600 pennant games, winning five club pairs titles, five triples and
two men’s president trophies. He also won regional singles and pairs titles in 2007 and 2008. Amazingly
he has served in 94 different positions in the club, including the bar committee, Saturday selection
committee, gardening committee, greens committee and fundraising committee. He is also an accredited
umpire and coach. Noel was seven times the chairman and past chairman, among other positions, on the
Royal Victorian Bowls Association board. Over the last three years Noel has been heavily involved with
the new greenkeeper in bringing the grass greens back to a satisfactory condition. I am told he has gone
far beyond what is required as a greens director, arriving early on match days to prepare the greens and
was often the last to leave on Thursday and Saturday nights.
Meryl Spargo has been member of the Eltham Bowling Club for over 20 years, quickly making her
mark on the green by winning two club singles championships, three pairs, five triples, two president
handicaps and three president trophies. While a champion on the field, Meryl’s work off the green has
been remarkable, holding over 118 different positions within the club. This has included bar
committee, barefoot bowls convenor, club delegate, board member, assistant secretary, facilities
convenor, garden committee, selection committee and hall hire convenor, and she also served on
various Victorian Ladies Bowling Association committees. For the last seven years Meryl has served
as club secretary. During her time as secretary the club’s membership has increased by 15 per cent,
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the club has installed a new synthetic green, improved car parking access and has held monthly jazz
nights at the club. She has helped drive the club’s plans for the installation of solar panels as well as
increasing the local community use of the club facilities. Thank you, Noel and Meryl.
KEALBA HIGH SCHOOL SITE
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) (10:05): What a fantastic win, with the news of the VCAT decision
to refuse the planning application at the old Kealba High School site. I raised this a couple of months
ago. This decision comes after months of community campaigning, where I joined the many residents
of Kealba to raise the concerns of overdevelopment of this site. Kealba is a special suburb in my
electorate and new developments need to fit in with the character and the amenities of the area. Now
is a real opportunity for Brimbank City Council to ensure that any future planning has extensive
community consultation. A big thankyou to the Kealba Residents Against Over Development
campaign and Emma, Andrea and Laura for their great work. I am very proud to have been part of this
campaign and will continue to monitor this site.
POLISH SCHOOL
Ms SULEYMAN: On another matter, I would like to congratulate the Polish school of St Albans
on 65 years of teaching the Polish language in St Albans. It was named after Nicolaus Copernicus and
founded in 1954 by Fr Joseph Kosocki. I also congratulate Roman Pawko and Dr Peter Kipka on
30 years of teaching.
KAREN HART
Ms SULEYMAN: On a final note, I would like to thank and send my best wishes to the outgoing
CEO of Youth Junction, Dr Karen Hart, who unfortunately is leaving us. Joining in 2005, Karen has
contributed and been dedicated to the programs, employment opportunities and really providing hope
for young people in Melbourne’s west.
FIRST PEOPLES HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) (10:07): On Friday, 11 October, I attended with Minister Gavin
Jennings the First Peoples Health and Wellbeing centre in Thomastown. The medical centre opened
its doors less than a year ago and has been warmly embraced by the local community. I commend the
doctors, staff and board members, most of whom are Aboriginal, for their great work, dedication and
professionalism. The minister and I toured the centre and were briefed on the centre and its philosophy
of respect and empowerment of patients. The practice provides affordable primary care but it also
believes in a holistic approach to health and wellbeing. It addresses mental health issues alongside
primary health care and also care plans and prevention plans. They have now announced a second
clinic will be opened in Frankston, and I know the member for Frankston is most excited about this
announcement.
I would like to congratulate all the staff: board chairperson Dr Reece Lancaster and committee
members; Drs Peter Walsh, Bill Liley and Mark Daley; also the CEO of the centre, Karinda Taylor;
Erin, who is the manager of the practice and is very, very professional; and of course a particular
congratulations and well done to Stevie-Lee, who is the Aboriginal health practitioner and won the
Aboriginal Health Practitioner Award— (Time expired)
NICOLE ROOKS
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (10:08): It is my pleasure to acknowledge and congratulate an
extraordinarily selfless, generous and caring person in my local community, Nicole Rooks. Each year
Nicole, with husband Ben Rooks, coordinates the Frankston and Peninsula Relay for Life. This is the
16th year of the Frankston event, and over that time, thanks to all the volunteers, participants and
sponsors, they have raised more than $2 million for the Cancer Council of Victoria to help fund their
vital research, prevention and support services. The Relay for Life event, which runs all night, is a
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really special occasion, bringing so many people together—survivors, sufferers and family and friends
of people who have died—and it is supported by a wonderful community, including Rowellyn Park
Primary, the Carrum Downs scouts and Seaford Little Athletics with Leonie Thompson and husband
Stuart Thompson, who shaved his head this year to raise even more money.
The incredible committee who help make all this possible is made up of truly wonderful members
from our local community, and we are so fortunate to have them. So to Nicole Rooks, Ben Rooks,
Michelle Mundy, Mardi Shepherd, Darren Monahan—who also shaved his head along with his partner
Rachel Smith and daughter Demitra—Rory Le, Kayla Letherby, Rory O’Halloran, Liam Maloney,
Cathy Hogg and Joshua Gartland, can I say thank you for making our local community an even better
place and for making a difference in the lives of so many.
I was delighted to join also with our federal Labor member, Peta Murphy, who herself has been
recently diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer. We wish her all the very best.
YAN YEAN ELECTORATE INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (10:10): No-one in Victoria could miss the Andrews Labor government’s
Big Build. It has helped create 494 000 jobs since 2014 on projects such as school buildings, Mernda
rail, the Hurstbridge rail upgrade, the massive North East Link Project, Melbourne Metro, the airport
rail link and suburban arterial road projects including Yan Yean Road, Plenty Road, Bridge Inn Road,
Epping-Kilmore Road, Childs Road and many more. In fact Victoria is spending more than the federal
government is spending nationwide on infrastructure.
However, there is always more to do, especially on the freeway network, which should be a concern
for the federal government. The Hume is a road of national importance. The north of Melbourne
should not have to struggle with not having this road adequately funded for extra lanes and for
interchanges. The O’Herns Road interchange has been held up and frustrated for five years by the
federal government, and it is not good enough. Twenty-five per cent of the Australian population
resides in this state, and it is growing rapidly. The federal government has only been spending 10 per
cent on infrastructure. Eighty per cent of the growth of Victoria is coming from overseas migration.
The federal government cannot say they do not know about it. They have got to stop the delays. They
have got to fund some interchanges on the Hume, in particular the Wallan interchange, Northern
Highway and others at Beveridge. We have done the planning. The federal government must come to
the party and do the right thing by the Wallan and Beveridge communities.
MELTON POLICE COMMUNITY SAFETY PROGRAMS
Mr McGHIE (Melton) (10:11): I would like to speak about the fantastic work that the local Melton
police are undertaking under the leadership of Inspector Zorka Dunstan. Their current focus is the
community safety network projects that they are working on. This is funded through the community
safety statement. The recent activities include a cybercrime workshop for the community, which was
conducted in April. It was a workshop covering the rise of ID theft and fake invoices for Melton
Business Association. Victoria Police attended the Melton City Council’s youth careers forum, which
was held on 28 May at Tabcorp Park. Victoria Police are currently coordinating an African women
family violence and respectful relationships program.
Bills
JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (CRIMINAL APPEALS) BILL 2019
Statement of compatibility
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (10:13): In
accordance with the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 I table a statement of
compatibility in relation to the Justice Legislation Amendment (Criminal Appeals) Bill 2019.
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Opening paragraphs
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the ‘Charter’),
I make this Statement of Compatibility with respect to the Justice Legislation Amendment (Criminal Appeals)
Bill 2019.
In my opinion, the Justice Legislation Amendment (Criminal Appeals) Bill 2019, as introduced to the
Legislative Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set out in the Charter. I base my opinion on the
reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
The purpose of this Bill is to:
•

abolish de novo appeals from certain summary proceedings and to introduce significant reforms to
improve the operation of summary criminal appeals in Victoria

•

introduce a right to a second or subsequent appeal against conviction for an indictable offence in
certain circumstances, and

•

empower the Court of Appeal to refer an issue or matter to a trial court for an inquiry, in the course
of determining an appeal, or in deciding whether to grant leave to appeal.

De novo appeals
An effective appeal system will correct errors, apply fairly and consistently for all parties, and cause minimal
harm to victims and witnesses. To achieve this, the Bill amends the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005
(CYFA) and the Criminal Procedure Act 2009 (the CPA) to abolish de novo appeals in Victoria and, where
appropriate, introduce new appeal processes that apply to criminal appeals from the Magistrates’ Court and
the Children’s Court.
The Bill amends the criminal appeal process in the CYFA to reflect the amendments being made to Part 6.1
of the CPA. Accordingly, the same human rights that are relevant to the CPA reforms are relevant to the
equivalent CYFA reforms.
Right to a second or subsequent appeal against conviction
Under existing law, once a convicted person has exhausted their appeal rights, the only available avenue to
have their case re-examined by a court is through petitioning the Attorney-General to refer their case to the
Court of Appeal pursuant to section 327 of the CPA.
The bill will reduce reliance on this statutory referral power, by introducing a statutory right to a further
appeal. The new appeal avenue will apply to persons convicted of an indictable offence that was tried on
indictment. To be granted leave to appeal a second or subsequent time, a convicted person will need to satisfy
the Court of Appeal that fresh and compelling evidence exists, and that it is in the interests of justice for such
evidence to be considered on an appeal. The Court of Appeal will only grant a second or subsequent appeal
if satisfied that there was a substantial miscarriage of justice.
Referral power
The bill amends the CPA to empower the Court of Appeal to refer an issue or matter to a trial court for an
inquiry, in the course of determining an appeal, or in deciding whether to grant leave to appeal. In addition to
minimising delay in the hearing of an appeal, this reform is intended to provide for a more efficient use of the
court’s resources, while allowing the Court of Appeal to retain scrutiny over, and ultimate responsibility, for
determining the appeal.
Human Rights Issues
In my opinion, the human rights and protections under the Charter that are relevant to the Bill are:
•

the right to equality under section 8 of the Charter;

•

the right to freedom of movement under section 12 of the Charter;

•

the protection of children and families under section 17 of the Charter;

•

the right to liberty under section 21 of the Charter;

•

the rights of children in the criminal process under section 23 of the Charter,

•

the right to a fair hearing under section 24 of the Charter;

•

the rights of accused persons in criminal proceedings under section 25 of the Charter;

•

the right not to be tried or punished more than once under section 26 of the Charter; and

•

the protection against retrospective criminal laws under section 27 of the Charter.
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For the following reasons, I am satisfied that the Bill is compatible with the Charter and, if any rights are
limited, the limitation is reasonable.
Right to equality
Clauses 11 and 24 of the Bill raise the right to recognition and equality before the law, as they seem to provide
for different treatment between persons or groups of persons based on the attributes of age and disability as
included in section 6 of the Equal Opportunity Act 2010. However, human rights law recognises that formal
equality can lead to unequal outcomes and that to achieve substantive equality, it may be necessary to treat
persons differently based on a particular attribute. In this instance, special protections are necessary to
minimise trauma and delay to children and other vulnerable witnesses. The limitations provide extra
protections for a vulnerable category of witness, rather than remove protections for others. I am satisfied that
these measures will protect vulnerable witnesses and ensure that relevant evidence is still available in criminal
appeals while maintaining the right to a fair hearing for the accused, as discussed below.
Children in the criminal process
Section 23 of the Charter requires that that children be treated in an age appropriate way and be brought to
trial as quickly as possible. The Bill promotes these rights by introducing criminal appeal processes that aim
to reduce delays, remove inefficiencies and give accused persons, including children, an earlier indication of
the prospects of their success on appeal. The reforms will also reduce the number of times that a child accused
will need to attend court, by replacing de novo appeals with a process of re-determining convictions and
sentences on the basis of the evidence given in the summary hearing, having regard to the reasons given by
the magistrate. Children also have the same rights as adult accused in criminal proceedings, as discussed later
in this statement.
Right to a fair hearing
Section 24(1) of the Charter provides that a person charged with a criminal offence has the right to have the
charge decided by a competent, independent and impartial court or tribunal after a fair and public hearing.
Abolishing de novo appeals and related reforms
The reforms to de novo appeals are unlikely to limit the right to a fair trial because the trial of an accused
person will proceed under existing law. The reforms will also promote the right by reducing delays in the
system. They will rationalise the appeals considered by the County Court by introducing new leave to appeal
requirements for certain appeals (clauses 7 and 20), and introducing appropriate powers to strike out appeals
where no summary of appeal notice has been filed (clauses 12 and 25) or appeals that have no reasonable
prospects of success (clauses 14 and 27). Further, providing that the appellate court must consider the
evidence before the original court will reduce the time taken to secure, replicate and rehear evidence on a
conviction appeal.
The right to a fair hearing includes the ‘equality of arms’ principle, which is relevant when the prosecution
has greater appeal rights than a defendant. Section 290A of the CPA currently gives the Director of Public
Prosecutions a very limited right to appeal a sentence imposed by the County Court on appeal, in
circumstances involving the imposition of non-custodial or below-minimum sentences. Clauses 16 and 30 of
the Bill remove an offender’s right to appeal a term of detention or imprisonment imposed by the County
Court on appeal, if the summary court had not ordered that the person be detained or imprisoned. When this
occurs, the Director will have a right of appeal that the offender does not have.
Section 283 of the CPA enables an offender to appeal to the Court of Appeal against a sentence imposed by
the County Court on a de novo appeal if the County Court imposed a term of imprisonment, and the original
court did not order that the person be imprisoned. This limited appeal right exists because the County Court
is making a new decision on a de novo appeal, which is effectively a first decision in the case. In these
circumstances, it would be unfair for an offender to receive a custodial sentence instead of a non-custodial
sentence, with no further right of appeal. However, under the appeal processes provided for in clauses 7 and
20 of the Bill, the County Court will conduct an appeal proper by reviewing the original decision rather than
deciding it afresh—that is, it will be a second decision in the case. The reasons for the further appeal right to
the Court of Appeal no longer exist.
There is a risk that repealing this process, while retaining the Director’s appeal right in section 290A, may
offend the ‘equality of arms’ principle. However, the Director’s right is very limited in scope. It only applies
when an offender has already exercised their right to appeal from the Magistrates’ Court to the County Court,
and will not allow the Director to appeal after a Director’s appeal in the County Court. Additional safeguards
also significantly confine the scope of this appeal. The Director must consider that there is an error in the
sentence imposed and that a different sentence should be imposed, and must be satisfied than an appeal should
be brought in the public interest. The Director is a model litigant, and is entrusted with ensuring that Crown
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appeals are only commenced in exceptional circumstances (Director of Public Prosecutions (Vic) v Karazisis
(2010) 31 VR 634).
There are also other safeguards. For example, the County Court must warn the appellant if it is considering
imposing a more severe sentence than the original sentence, and the appellant may then choose to withdraw
the appeal. Section 302A of the CPA also allows for the reservation of a question of law to the Court of
Appeal, and judicial review of the County Court appeal decision remains available. In addition, rather than
appealing to the County Court, an offender may appeal to the Supreme Court on a question of law under
Part 6.2 of the CPA.
For these reasons, I consider that any limitation on the right to a fair hearing which could result from
abolishing de novo appeals is reasonable and justified.
Introducing a right to a second or subsequent appeal against conviction
An important aspect of the right to fair hearing is the right of an accused to know the case which the
prosecution seeks to advance at trial and to have access to the documents and other evidence that the
prosecution intends to rely on, as well as an exculpatory material available to the prosecution.
As it currently stands, a convicted person who has exhausted their appeal rights does not have a standalone
right to have any new evidence, including evidence which may reveal that they did not receive a fair trial,
considered by a court.
By establishing a statutory right to a second or subsequent appeal against conviction for an indictable offence,
the bill provides an avenue for such evidence to be examined by the Court of Appeal, in accordance with the
principles of fairness, impartiality and transparency. In so doing, this reform serves as an important safeguard
against miscarriages of justice, and promotes the right to fair hearing under section 24(1) of the Charter.
Rights in criminal proceedings
Section 25(2) of the Charter provides certain minimum guarantees for a person charged with a criminal
offence, including the right to be tried without unreasonable delay and the right to examine witnesses.
Section 25(4) provides that a person convicted of a criminal offence has the right to have their conviction and
sentence reviewed by a higher court.
Abolishing de novo appeals and related reforms
The Bill will retain an accused’s right to examine witnesses, which will continue to reflect the powers
available to the prosecution. However, where a victim or witness has already been examined in the original
court, the appellate court will rely on a recording of that evidence (such as a transcript). Either party will be
able to call and examine a witness again, as set out in clauses 11 and 24 of the Bill, if the court is satisfied that
it is in the interests of justice to do so. For the appellate court to receive further evidence from complainants,
children or cognitively impaired persons in sexual offence or certain family violence cases, the court must
also be satisfied that the evidence is substantially relevant to a fact in issue in the appeal. For these reasons, I
am satisfied that the Bill is unlikely to limit these criminal proceeding rights but, to the extent that it does, the
limitation is justifiable as it strikes a balance between protecting the rights of victims and witnesses, and those
of the accused.
Clauses 7 and 20 of the Bill introduce new processes for determining conviction and sentence appeals from a
summary court. These processes preserve the right to have a conviction and sentence reviewed by a higher
court, which the Human Rights Committee of the United Nations has confirmed does not require a full
rehearing. The right requires more than considering the purely legal aspects of a conviction, as a higher court
must take into account the factual dimensions of the case (UN Human Rights Committee, General Comment
No. 32 [48]). I consider that the new appeal processes strike this balance.
Conviction appeals will proceed by way of rehearing on the evidence given in the original court, and any
further evidence that is admitted by the appellate court. This is a common appellate process, which has been
explained and applied in numerous cases (for example, Fox v Percy (2003) 214 CLR 118). A competent,
independent and impartial appellate court will consider an accused’s guilt on appeal. If the appeal is
successful, the court may still be satisfied beyond reasonable doubt that the accused is guilty of another charge
that was before the original court. For example, if the appeal relates to a conviction for an aggravated version
of an offence, and the appellant was also originally charged with the non-aggravated version of that offence,
the appellate court may convict the appellant of the non-aggravated offence. This is a standard power that is
available to appellate courts on conviction appeals. In such circumstances, the appellate court may only
impose a sentence that is no more severe than the original sentence.
Leave to appeal will be required where the person has entered a plea of guilty in the original court, or had a
conviction and sentence imposed in their absence. Leave to appeal may be granted if the appellate court,
having considered the surrounding circumstances, is satisfied that granting leave is in the interests of justice.
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This is a broader test than the usual test for a change of plea in the higher courts, which requires the court to
be satisfied that letting the conviction stand would produce a miscarriage of justice (R v McQuire (2000)
110 A Crim R 348, 354). A broader test is required to reflect how the summary jurisdiction operates. Where
a conviction and sentence was imposed in the person’s absence, the person must first apply for a rehearing in
the original court before appealing to the County Court. If they are granted a rehearing, then they will not
require leave to appeal any decision made at that new hearing.
The new process for sentence appeals in clauses 7, 8, 20 and 21 of the Bill requires the appellate court to be
satisfied that there are substantial reasons to impose a different sentence before allowing an appeal against
sentence. This is a broader test than what is required for a successful sentence appeal in the Court of Appeal.
When deciding whether there are substantial reasons to impose a different sentence, the appellate court is to
have regard to the magistrate’s reasons for sentence. This reflects the common law position relating to appeals
from discretionary decisions (Australian Coal and Shale Employees’ Federation v The Commonwealth
(1953) 94 CLR 621, 627).
Clauses 14 and 27 of the Bill provide that the appellate court may strike out an appeal if it is satisfied, on the
basis of the materials forming the notice of appeal or application for leave to appeal, that the appeal has no
reasonable prospects of success. This sensible case management tool will avoid the time and expense of
fruitless appeals. Procedural fairness will apply, and leave would only be refused, or an appeal struck out, on
a reasoned consideration of the merits of the appeal.
Introducing a right to a second or subsequent appeal against conviction
Presently, a convicted person who demonstrates new evidence in support of their cause relies on the AttorneyGeneral of the day exercising their discretion to refer the case to the Court of Appeal, to be heard and
determined as an appeal. While the Attorney-General’s discretionary power under section 327 of the CPA
will remain, the bill provides a more direct and transparent process by ensuring that any fresh evidence can
be examined in the judicial sphere as of right, where the Court of Appeal considers it is in the interests of
justice to do so. In so doing, the bill promotes the right as set out in section 25(4) of the Charter.
The right to a fair hearing may also be engaged by the referral procedure introduced by the bill. While the
Court of Appeal may refer certain issues or matters to a trial court for an inquiry, I am satisfied that this
procedure does not prejudice the rights of the parties as the ultimate determination of the appeal remains a
matter for the Court of Appeal.
Right not to be punished more than once
Section 26 of the Charter provides that a person must not be tried or punished more than once for an offence
of which he or she has already been finally convicted or acquitted. I consider that, as the Supreme Court of
Canada has held in relation to an identical right, this right applies only after appeal proceedings are concluded
(R v. Morgentaler [1988] SCR 30). The new appeal processes will assist an accused to finally resolve their
matter by reducing delays, removing inefficiencies and giving them earlier indications of the prospects of
success of their appeal. The section 26 right does not prevent prosecution appeals against sentence. It also
does not prevent an appellate court from increasing a sentence on appeal, as this involves substituting one
sentence for another, rather than imposing a second sentence on top of the first.
Right to liberty and freedom of movement
The new appeal processes include remand and warrant powers, which are relevant to the right to liberty and
security of the person protected by section 21 and the right to freedom of movement protected by section 12.
Clauses 10 and 23 of the Bill apply existing provisions so that once a notice of appeal or application for leave
to appeal has been filed, the offender may apply to be released on bail. Similarly, if on appeal the court remits
the matter for further determination by the original court, the appellate court may remand the appellant in
custody or grant them bail pending the hearing of the remitted proceedings. In clauses 12 and 25 of the Bill,
the appellate court may also issue a warrant where it has struck out the appeal and the appellant had been
sentenced to a term of imprisonment.
Each of these powers exists for a good reason. I am satisfied that they do not limit the right to liberty, as any
interference with liberty will be on grounds and in accordance with procedures established by law. While they
do restrict freedom of movement, they impose a justifiable limitation as they reflect a careful balancing of the
rights and interests of the appellant, victims and the community.
Protection of children and families
The protection of children and families under section 17 of the Charter is relevant to the abolition of de novo
appeals to the County Court from the Family Division of the Children’s Court (clause 3). There is a high rate
of abandonment for these appeals, which are available against a range of protection, treatment and care orders.
Abolishing this appeal right will address the high abandonment rate. Further, de novo appeals are not
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appropriate in these cases and can prolong the instability and uncertainty experienced by a child subject to
such proceedings. Other review mechanisms available under the CYFA (for example, by the Victorian Civil
and Administrative Tribunal) and appeals to the Supreme Court on a question of law will be preserved. I am
therefore satisfied that abolishing this appeal right to the County Court is compatible with the protection of
children and families.
The Bill also promotes the section 17 right by introducing greater protections for child complainants and
witnesses, as well as persons who had a cognitive impairment at the time the criminal proceeding commenced.
Under the Bill’s appeal processes, the appellate court may receive further evidence in addition to the evidence
before the original court if it is satisfied that it is in the interests of justice to do so (clauses 11 and 24). Evidence
to be given by a complainant, or a person who was a child or cognitively impaired at the time the criminal
proceeding commenced, for charges of sexual offences, family violence or certain injury offences is protected
evidence. This means the court must be satisfied that the evidence is substantially relevant to a fact in issue in
the appeal before the person is required to give protected evidence on appeal. This will reduce the need for
children and persons with a cognitive impairment to give their evidence more than once.
Retrospective criminal laws
The Bill does not interfere with the right to be protected from retrospective criminal laws. The transitional
provisions in clauses 18 and 33 ensure that previous appeal rights are preserved for offenders who entered a
plea before the reforms commenced. The new appeals processes will only apply to cases where the accused
enters a plea after commencement (whether that plea is guilty or not guilty) and the accused is therefore aware
that their appeal rights have changed at the time of entering the plea.
The Hon Jill Hennessy MP
Attorney-General
Minister for Workplace Safety

Second reading
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (10:14): I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

I ask that my second-reading speech be incorporated into Hansard.
Incorporated speech as follows:
This Bill will implement changes to modernise and improve Victoria’s criminal appeals process. It will also
introduce a second appeal right in the narrow and rare circumstances where convicted persons can
demonstrate that there has been a substantial miscarriage of justice.
Modernising Victoria’s criminal appeal process
The right to appeal is a fundamental part of a fair and effective justice system. An effective appeal system
will correct errors, apply fairly and consistently, and avoid, to the greatest extent possible, unnecessary retraumatisation of victims and witnesses.
In Victoria, appeals from criminal cases decided in the summary jurisdiction are typically heard by way of a
de novo appeal, where the appeal court re-hears the evidence, considers the issues afresh and make a new
decision. This appeal process essentially requires the prosecution to prove its case again.
This Bill will abolish de novo appeals from criminal matters in the summary jurisdiction and replace them
with new appeal processes. It will also abolish de novo appeals from final orders made by the Family Division
of the Children’s Court.
These changes will establish a modern appeal process that:
•

reflects Victoria’s modern court system and promotes the integrity of the decisions that are made
by Victoria’s magistrates,

•

saves victims and witnesses from the trauma of having to give evidence more than once,

•

recognises an accused person’s right to challenge their conviction or sentence in appropriate cases,
and

•

makes more efficient use of our higher courts, to help reduce delays and facilitate greater access to
justice across the system.
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De novo appeals are dated and do not reflect Victoria’s modern, professional court system
Victoria is the only Australian jurisdiction that has retained the de novo appeal process, which comes from
the 17th century English system of appeals. In contrast to when de novo appeals were introduced, the
Victorian magistracy of today is a professional, legally trained body responsible for an increasingly complex
jurisdiction. It handles over 90 per cent of all cases that come before Victorian criminal courts each year. Only
a small percentage of these cases are appealed.
De novo appeals can undermine the decisions of magistrates, which can affect public confidence in the
administration of justice. Victoria’s magistrates are professional, legally trained and independent. Providing
parties with such a broad de novo appeal right can no longer be justified, particularly where criminal law and
procedures have evolved to maintain appropriate safeguards against wrongful convictions.
De novo appeals can add to the trauma experienced by victims and families
De novo appeals of summary matters have a significant impact on victims and witnesses, as they must give
evidence twice: first at the original hearing and then again, on appeal. This may re-traumatise the person, or the
case may not proceed if they are not willing, or able, to give their evidence again. Sometimes, appeals are used
to harass the victim. These outcomes are inconsistent with the objectives of a modern criminal justice system.
De novo appeals do not make efficient use of Victoria’s higher courts.
The de novo appeal system is inefficient, because it duplicates the original hearing on appeal, ties up police
resources, and in many cases results in the appeal being abandoned.
On average, there are more than 200,000 summary criminal matters finalised in Victoria each year. These
numbers continue to grow.
The new appeals system preserves an accused person’s right to challenge their conviction or sentence in
appropriate cases
The new system of appeals from the summary jurisdiction has been designed to be both efficient and fair.
The reforms have been developed specifically for the summary jurisdiction, noting that this jurisdiction
operates at a fast pace, often with unrepresented accused and a very large number of cases. However, the
government has balanced these considerations against the needs of victims and witnesses, and the significant
benefits of having only one evidentiary hearing.
Overview of the reforms—de novo appeals
The Bill abolishes de novo appeals and, where appropriate, introduces new processes and tests for hearing
appeals from the summary jurisdiction.
(1) Criminal appeals from the Magistrates’ Court and Children’s Court
The Bill creates separate processes for hearing conviction and sentence appeals.
Currently in Victoria, appeals from criminal cases decided in the summary jurisdiction, being the Magistrates’
Court and the Children’s Court, are typically heard in the County Court via a de novo appeal. This requires
the County Court to hear all of the evidence again, consider the issues afresh and make a new decision.
Appeals from final orders made by the Family Division of the Children’s Court are also heard in this way.
Under the new process created by this Bill, conviction appeals will be decided on the evidence given before the
original court, with the ability to receive further evidence in limited circumstances and having regard to the
reasons of the magistrate. Further evidence may be received if the County Court considers it to be in the interests
of justice. However, for certain protected evidence, the County Court must also be satisfied that the evidence
is substantially relevant to a fact in issue in the appeal. Protected evidence includes evidence from a
complainant, child or person with a cognitive impairment in cases involving sexual offences or family violence.
In most cases, victims and witnesses will not have to attend court to give their evidence again because the
County Court will rely on the transcript of evidence given in the original hearing.
The appeal is by way of a rehearing on the evidence and the County Court must give the judgment that in its
opinion, should have been given by the original court. If the County Court allows the appeal, it must set aside
the conviction and may dismiss the charge or convict and sentence the person for another charge that was
before the original court.
Leave to appeal will be required if the appellant pleaded guilty in the original court, or if a conviction was
recorded in their absence. This changes the current law, which permits a person to change their plea on appeal,
without having to give a reason for this.
Sentence appeals will be decided on the evidence and materials that were before the original court for the
sentencing hearing. To make sure that the system continues to encourage rehabilitation, the County Court will
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also be able to consider any other evidence, material or information about matters that occurred after
sentencing, which relate to the circumstances of the appellant.
The Bill introduces a new test for sentence appeals, by providing that the appeal must be dismissed unless
there are substantial reasons to impose a different sentence to that imposed by the original court. This is
different from error-based appeal tests and does not require the appellant to point to a specific legal error.
In considering whether substantial reasons exist, the County Court must have regard to the need for a fair and
just outcome, and the reasons that the magistrate gave when sentencing the offender. Ultimately, the question
is whether the County Court considers that there are substantial reasons to depart from the original court’s
sentence and impose a different sentence. It will not be enough for the County Court to consider that there is
simply an argument in favour of a different sentence—the County Court must identify reasons that are real
and of substance to determine that a different sentence is required. This new approach ensures a transparent
and consistent approach to sentence appeals.
The Bill does not change appeals from the Magistrates’ Court or Children’s Court to the Supreme Court on a
question of law.
(2) Appeals from the Family Division of the Children’s Court
The Bill also abolishes de novo appeals against final orders made by the Family Division of the Children’s
Court. Appeals to the Supreme Court on a question of law and judicial review, as well as other review
mechanisms that are available under the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 will remain available to the
parties. Appeals against temporary assessment orders and interim accommodation orders are not altered by
this Bill.
Reforms to appeals of indictable offences
Everyone in Victoria is entitled to a fair trial in our criminal justice system. In the rare cases where a substantial
miscarriage of justice is discovered when new evidence comes to light, the courts should be able to reassess
a case. To deny this right to Victorians would undermine the foundations of the criminal justice system—
being that someone must be convicted following a fair trial, on all relevant evidence, beyond reasonable doubt.
The Bill achieves this by introducing a second or subsequent right of appeal. This right allows a person to
appeal when fresh and compelling evidence has been uncovered which shows that a substantial miscarriage
of justice occurred in their case. The intent of this Bill is to promote the public’s trust in the criminal justice
system by creating a judicial pathway to correct injustice that was previously unknown.
Overview of reforms—second or subsequent appeals for indictable offences
The second or subsequent appeal reform is a narrow, but important, reform
The need for a second or subsequent right arises because currently under Victorian law, a person is only
entitled to appeal once to the Court of Appeal. After this appeal is determined, the matter is closed. While this
is not an issue in the vast majority of cases, in rare circumstances—for example, where evidence is uncovered
that the defendant did not know about at their trial and which shows that there may have been a substantial
miscarriage of justice—a defendant may not have an appeal avenue where fairness dictates that their case be
reconsidered.
Experience both in Victoria and in Australia more broadly suggests that fortunately, cases where a substantial
miscarriage of justice has occurred are rare. However, in these rare cases, it is appropriate that an individual
has recourse to an appeal avenue that is robust, transparent and fair.
Miscarriages of justice are currently addressed via petitions of mercy
Currently, the only real avenue to avert substantial miscarriages of justice in circumstances where an
individual has exhausted their appeal rights is to rely on the Crown’s prerogative power to grant mercy. This
is undesirable, as it requires decisions to be made in private by the Executive government, rather than being
subject to a transparent and public process through the Courts.
Petitions of mercy based on legal arguments are considered without a formal legal process and could be
criticised as lacking transparency. There is a risk that they could be considered by a government through the
lens of the political issues of the day.
A person may appeal on a point of law to the High Court if it grants leave to do so. However, the High Court
has previously ruled that is does not have jurisdiction to consider fresh evidence which has not been put before
a criminal appeal court. This means that, where a person has exhausted their appeal rights but has uncovered
fresh and compelling evidence, the only real avenue available to individuals in these circumstances is to
submit a petition seeking exercise of the Crown’s prerogative power to grant mercy.
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The Bill responds to this issue by allowing the court to examine a matter where there is fresh and compelling
evidence and a miscarriage of justice may have occurred.
A second or subsequent appeal will only be available on narrow grounds, where there was a substantial
miscarriage of justice
The Bill provides that the Court of Appeal must allow an appeal against conviction if it is satisfied that there
was a substantial miscarriage of justice. This high threshold is intended to eliminate the possibility of appeals
succeeding on technical legal grounds alone, which may cause significant distress to victims and their
families, and risks diminishing community confidence in the justice system.
The stringent test in the bill strikes the right balance between being strong enough to prevent unmeritorious
claims, but also being able to restore transparency and faith in the justice system where a miscarriage of justice
has occurred.
A second or subsequent right of appeal is already available in South Australia and Tasmania, and a bill to
establish the same is currently before the Parliament of Western Australia.
Impact on victims resulting from a second or subsequent appeal will need to be carefully managed
Even though a second or subsequent right of appeal is likely to be granted only in rare circumstances, I
acknowledge that establishing a new avenue of appeal may cause distress and create further anxiety or trauma
for victims in those cases. It is important that victims can have a sense of finality and certainty that a criminal
case is over, and the appeals process has come to an end. But this must be balanced against the risk that a person
has been wrongfully convicted or has not received a fair trial, which is the right of every accused person.
The Government is improving the way victims of crime receive compensation and support by delivering on
the recommendations of the Victorian Law Reform Commission’s review of financial assistance for victims.
Significant work is being undertaken to reform of victim support and services, which will mitigate the impact
on victims of new appeals.
Improving access to justice by creating efficiency in court processes
The Bill also includes a referral power for the Court of Appeal to send specific issues or matters to a trial court
for determination. This power could be used in appeals where significant fact-finding must be undertaken,
and will enable the Court of Appeal to make more efficient use of appeal judges’ time.
Conclusion
This Bill will deliver a modern, more efficient and transparent system of appeals in Victoria that reflects our
modern and professional justice system, and avoids unnecessary trauma to victims and witnesses.
It is imperative that the justice system not only re-examine cases of serious injustice but learn from them. A
wrongful or unlawful conviction is simply too serious to ignore if we want a transparent justice system which
operates with integrity and fairness.
A second or subsequent right of appeal is an acknowledgement that these complex matters should be dealt
with by the courts. It also creates an unambiguous pathway for how substantial miscarriages of justice will be
dealt with in Victoria.
This Bill will comprehensively improve and modernise Victoria’s appeals system, and ensure that
miscarriages of justice can be rectified.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Mr WELLS (Rowville) (10:14): I move:
That the debate be now adjourned.

Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.
Ordered that debate be adjourned for two weeks. Debate adjourned until Thursday, 31 October.
CHILDREN’S SERVICES AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Mr MERLINO:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (10:14): I rise on the Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019, and I
will support the position of our lead speaker, the member for Eildon, in our not-oppose position.
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Children’s services, as we all know, across Victoria are so important, and everyone in every electorate
I know has some fantastic organisations that they work with. They all see the fantastic work that many
of the teachers, many of the carers and many of the workers do within these organisations. Not wanting
to side with country or metropolitan seats—I have got a bit of a mix with some of my rural areas—but
you do see the impact within some of those rural areas and how important children’s services are. You
can only get in trouble with some of these comments, but when you look at some of the rural services,
they do build a really strong community. I know that up through Cockatoo and Gembrook they are
probably the centrepiece of the community in many ways. They ensure that new families and young
families coming into the area can create contacts and get to know other people. Although it is not
within the area, I was actually with a friend just last weekend who had moved to a new location and
in that location had struggled with friendships, relationships and meeting people until they had a child,
who went to one of the local childcare centres, and created contacts with other parents. So they are
very important in more than one respect, and they are very important in a lot of things that we do
within the state. That is why I think it is vital that we have services that are delivered very well.
As we know, the key objective of the bill is to amend the Children’s Services Act 1996 to align where
appropriate the Victorian regulatory regime for children’s services provided in the principal act with
that enacted within the schedule of the Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010. Some of
the concerns we have in relation to the bill that has been put forward, the Children’s Services
Amendment Bill, are particularly around where you have licensing approvals of those smaller
organisations. These are the ones that probably have more difficulty when you are talking about
complying and ensuring that they have got the people to comply along with any costs that are
associated with that—where those costs end up going.
In today’s world the cost of living is a very big issue when families are struggling with bills and with
other ailments at home with finances. Every time you start to adjust or amend anything with regulatory
regimes within organisations, particularly like this, it can put a cost burden back onto the organisation.
I note actually as soon as page 2 the second-reading speech says ‘Aligning the regulatory regimes will
realise …benefits including’—and in there it refers to reducing administrative burden et cetera. One
of the points was around that it may realise benefits including reducing the administrative burden. My
concern with a lot of legislation that has come from this government that says it may reduce the
regulatory burden is that it increases the regulatory burden. When you are making major, fundamental
changes in organisations where the delivery is around education and around working with children
and you expect the staff—some of them working in a volunteer capacity—to make the changes to how
they have got to comply, that increases the burden. If volunteers et cetera cannot do it and organisations
have got to go out and employ outside of that to make those changes, those costs will be passed back
on to the families.
Cockatoo is a fantastic area in my electorate up in the hills, and I know that they do work very hard as
a local community to ensure that they can keep the costs down of kinders, after-school care and other
delivery models up there for young people, and that goes for a whole range of young people. So
although the direction of this bill is mainly around the after-school care and the smaller groups, when
we are talking about children up there we have got organisations, such as church groups et cetera, that
are very, very active to ensure that they can keep the cost down for after-school care. The Emerald
Community House in particular is one that definitely works on keeping the costs down. If you speak
to the staff there, they understand the impact. They understand how it is going to impact families when
you are changing the cost of someone coming in there for an hour, and they understand the reason that
the parents up there are using the services. A lot of the time it is because both parents are working. If
you go through areas like Clematis, the cost of living is not just in the cost of electricity but in the
house; house prices have gone up so much over a period of time that there are higher pressures with
higher mortgages. When you have a mortgage payment and you have got electricity payments and
everything, you have got to start to work out and budget how you are going to do it.

BILLS
Thursday, 17 October 2019

Legislative Assembly

3691

The organisations up there are doing their best. What they do need, though, is to make sure that when
changes like this come in there is the support coming back to them from the government to make that
change. If it means extra funding to go in there when the state wants to make the change, it has got to
go in and work with them to make sure that financial change is there for them as well. The impact on
people in my community can be profound because it can be borderline in deciding to work and keep
kids in there. I think it is really important that fundamental change is backed up by a government that
is willing to put the finances in there as well.
When you are standardising organisations across the country, while there is a lot of support for the
standardising of regulations in many different areas, you want to make sure that you are aiming for the
top end, not going for the bottom or an average across the country. If you are looking at the regulatory
model that is the best protection for the child or offers the best education for the child, then I think it
is really important that you are actually going for the best model. A lot of the organisations are
delivering after-school care. While there is obviously a focus with this on the education side, some of
it is just about ensuring that kids are in a safe environment, that they have got somewhere to go after
school so the parents can still work.
If you go up to Emerald, as I said before, Emerald Community House works with all the children
there. I am sure they run a fantastic program—talking about education, they do the reading of the
books with them—but the focus of it is really making sure that those children and those parents are
aware that they are in a safe environment, and it gives parents the opportunity to work or to do other
activities they are required to do up there. When you are changing the focus to education, which is the
focus here at this particular time, I think you have got to be cautious about how you are going to deliver
that model without taking away what it actually originally was for, which is after-school care or a care
program, not an educational program.
As I said, I am only going to make a short contribution on this bill today, but I just wanted to reinforce
that I think it is important for any government that is coming through to make these changes, when
you are going to have extra compliance, extra enforcement and changes in the operational
requirements, it must be supported.
I just want to finally say to the groups and organisations up through my electorate who have raised
issues around the finances on this and how it is going to be passed on that we have raised their voice
in here and we will be sure to continue to raise it. But we do not oppose this bill. As I said, we will
pass the message back to them and we will follow up to see exactly how much is going to be passed
back on to the families.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (10:22): I am very pleased to rise today to speak on what is a very
sensible and necessary bill. The bill’s objectives are of course, as we have heard, to align the Children’s
Services Act 1996 with the national quality framework in order to provide a consistent licensing
framework for all Victorian early childhood education and care services.
I want to reflect on a couple of comments that were made yesterday by members of the opposition in
relation to this bill. I want to first start with the member for Lowan’s contribution. It is a little bit
disturbing to me that the member for Lowan seemed to fundamentally miss the point that in terms of
funding for child care, which I am sure we would all like to see much more of, it is indeed a federal
government responsibility. It was in fact the Whitlam government in 1972 that first introduced childcare
funding. It was the Gillard government that introduced the national quality framework. When you look
at the history of federal governments, you will see that the only governments that have provided
consistent support and have championed funding for childcare services have been Labor governments.
Indeed it is worth pointing out that the Liberal Party have been at best ambivalent when it comes to
funding for child care, because let us not forget that this is a political party that still thinks it is all right
to ask potential candidates for election, women candidates, ‘Who will look after the children?’. This
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is a political party that still fundamentally does not support women in the workforce. This is a political
party that has opposed women’s rights to participate in public life.
Mr Wells: I wouldn’t go into Labor Party preselection questions either.
Ms THOMAS: I am going to take up the interjection about women being preselected to the Labor
Party. I think the numbers speak for themselves. In fact in this Parliament we have more women in the
Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly than the Liberal Party have members in this place,
in the Legislative Assembly. So thank you for bringing that up. Thank you for the interjection. If we
are looking at preselection, I would just say look at this side of the house. Just take a look.
I did need to pull the member for Lowan up on her lack of understanding of the history of child care
and childcare funding in this nation.
The member for Sandringham got up and made a contribution where he talked about how grateful he
was, as a new father, for childcare workers—for their care, their commitment and their passion for
little ones and for early childhood. I am not going to take away from that. I know that the workers in
that industry come to that job with care and compassion and a real interest in the little people that they
are entrusted to care for.
But I did note a slightly patronising tone in the member’s contribution, because this workforce, who
are predominantly women, deserve to be paid appropriately for the important work that they do. That
is why I have been proud to support United Voice and their Big Steps campaign to ensure wage justice
for childcare workers, because let us be clear: the reason why this work is lowly paid is because it is
predominantly done by women. Now those on the other side, if they were serious about rewarding and
honouring the work of mostly women in the early childhood sector, they would get behind fair wages
for those workers in the early childhood sector. There is only one way to do that, and that is to put
pressure on their mates in Canberra to properly fund child care. The answer is quite simple.
Again, I want to point out that in their contributions the two members have shown us all that they
really do not understand the way child care works in this state. People have been reflecting on their
own personal experiences in relation to child care. I might share mine. My daughter spent a number
of years in child care; indeed she was in child care in Collingwood when the Kennett government was
elected. We had fantastic childcare services run at that time by the local council. The Kennett
government introduced compulsory competitive tendering into childcare services and tested them to a
market model. They wanted to privatise child care. Subsequently of course child care has been run
largely by a lot of for-profit organisations, and what we have seen with those changes that were brought
about by Liberal governments is in fact real concerns about where the money is going—whether it
was going into the back pockets of those private childcare providers or whether it is actually being
delivered for the benefit of children. That is why things like the national quality framework are so
important. This is about ensuring standards for all childcare service providers, be they public, private
or community. It is important to get the facts straight and be very clear about who is responsible for
the funding of childcare services.
Of course I am really proud to be part of the Andrews Labor government, which is leading the nation
when it comes to the provision of kindergarten for three and four-year-olds. We know very well the
impact that access to a top-quality early education can deliver for little ones. Again, I know this
personally as a former secondary school teacher. By the time students came into my classroom at
year 7 their futures were largely set. I am looking now at the member for Hawthorn. Of course he
himself has so much experience in the secondary school sector, but my role now as a member of
Parliament and indeed my previous work in the education department really opened my eyes to how
significant and important it is that we invest more funding into the early years. That is exactly what
this government is doing. We want to give every child—every child—the best start in life.
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It is interesting also that some of the contributions from those on the other side have reflected on the
divide between city and country. This initiative is starting in regional Victoria. It is going to have a
huge impact on the outcomes and life opportunities of our littlest constituents across regional Victoria.
Of course we are implementing this reform. We are backing it up with a capital program. We are
backing it up with a workforce development program. In the last term of the Andrews Labor
government $1.4 million in capital funding was invested into my community. That has delivered
significant upgrades at the Woodend, Romsey, Swinburne Avenue in Gisborne, Trentham and Riddells
Creek kinders. The exciting thing of course is that there is more to come, and indeed one of our election
commitments as part of our commitment to end double drop-off is to build a brand-new primary school
in the south of Gisborne, and we will have a three and four-year-old kinder there as well.
I did want to use this contribution just to reflect again on the work of early childhood educators,
childcare workers and in fact everyone working to care for and support the development of zero to
five-year-olds in our communities. They do a great job. The Macedon Ranges early years team are
magnificent, and I thank them for the work that they do. Over in Hepburn shire we have the good
fortune of having the Eureka Community Kindergarten Association running kindergarten and
childcare provision in Trentham, and I thank those workers for their service.
I will end by reflecting again on the need for the federal government to step up, put their money where
their mouths are, invest in early childhood, lift the rebate for child care, look to support childcare
workers to earn a living wage and get right behind our early childhood reforms.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (10:32): I am very pleased to make a contribution on the
Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019. I wish to place on record my thanks to the hardworking
staff and volunteers who work in the provision of early childhood education and provide support for
our families, not only across the municipality of Knox but throughout Victoria.
The bill before the house deals with an important area of the provision of services, which is regarding
occasional child care and particularly those service providers in the neighbourhood house sector that
provide this important service. I know this is a service that is very important to Victorian families and
Victorian parents who are seeking to have access to occasional childcare services to assist them as
they go about their extra activities, be they shopping or other activities that they are seeking to engage
in. Particularly for single parents, it is certainly very challenging at times to find support in terms of
care for their children, so occasional child care is a very important service.
I do know that in the neighbourhood house sector it has been a challenge to deliver these services. I
have seen this in my own community, where a neighbourhood house relinquished its capacity to
deliver occasional childcare services because of the challenges it faced as an organisation to be able to
staff that particular program. I provided no commentary on that at the time because I knew the learning
centre itself had faced challenges to deliver that program, and I thank those people for the work that
they have done and continue to do. But again it is a very challenging situation for many providers.
It is important that this government supports those not-for-profit organisations that are providing this
level of support and service to the community. I know that neighbourhood houses across the state do
an enormous amount of work, particularly in providing training opportunities for Victorians, and it is
a service that is used significantly. Having met with their peak organisation, I know that they do
significant work across the state, and it is imperative that the government continues to work with that
important sector to provide the support that neighbourhood houses need.
We know that across our community, early childhood services, particularly child care and occasional
care, are highly sought after, and in terms of private childcare providers, one only needs to look at the
proliferation of new childcare services that have been constructed throughout the municipality of Knox
to see how sought after that service is. I know that we have great providers in the three-year-old and
four-year-old sectors, both at a not-for-profit and at a council level. It is imperative that young people
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have the best access to these services because we know how important it is for their education. But we
also know that it is an important opportunity for parents to be engaged with community and
community services. For vulnerable families particularly, occasional childcare services are a way for
them to be connected into government services or not-for-profit services through neighbourhood
houses, and that provides them that opportunity to have access to a whole range of other services. I
know from my discussions with some of our neighbourhood houses that in fact it is those services that
have brought people into their facility, and that has empowered those parents to access and take up a
range of courses and also support programs to which they would normally not have had access. It is
imperative in the circumstances that the government does what it can to continue to provide support
to this important sector.
Having served previously at a council level and chaired the preschool advisory committee, I know
firsthand the significant work that is undertaken by preschool educators and those committee members
who take on the work to support their local preschools. Having assisted the preschools of my own
children, with my wife having served as president at those preschools, I have seen firsthand the work
that is involved in fundraising to provide the extra support that children need. It is imperative that the
government does what it can to provide that additional support, particularly in the three-year-old area
and also for those who are involved in playgroups and a raft of early childhood programs.
We know that the best way to impact a young person is through early education. The best way to get
to a four-year-old child is to ensure we have support for three-year-olds, and the best way to support a
three-year-old child is to ensure that they have already been linked into playgroups and other programs
because it helps with their education and it helps with their socialisation. We know that this is the case,
and it is important that more is done to support that.
I am thankful for the opportunity to contribute to this debate. I call on the government to work with
our early educators. I call on the government to work with government and non-government services
that operate across Knox, organisations that I have dealt with. I call on the government to continue
working with that sector, because issues have been raised with me about financial support. I call on
the government to work with local government in terms of the work that they are doing.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (10:39): I am delighted to make a contribution on the Children’s
Services Amendment Bill 2019. This is a fantastic piece of legislation. It really builds on Labor’s
commitment in the space of education. If you look historically, education was devolved to the states
and the states did varying jobs when it came to the quality and the provision of education. But it was
not really until the election of the Whitlam government in 1972 that there was a stronger focus on
national leadership as a way of trying to raise the bar and ensure that there was that degree of national
coherence and consistency. You saw that in the way it manifested itself in terms of some of the tertiary
education reforms, which were subsequently brought in by the Hawke government.
The bill before the house today harks back to a more recent period of time in relation to the reforms
championed by the Rudd and Gillard governments, and in particular those that were implemented by
Julia Gillard when she was the Minister for Education in the first Rudd administration.
I did listen to the tortuous contribution made by the member for Ferntree Gully. I think I can say with
a degree of confidence that when it comes to education policy it is invariably the case that it is Labor
governments that seek to make these reforms and coalition governments that tend to either wind them
back or just gently support them through. In relation to the early childhood education space, there is a
greater focus now on the vital importance this service plays in addressing inequality in our society.
We have come a long way. If you go back to the Whitlam reforms, at that stage it was all about making
sure that smart kids from poorer households who were doing well in high school had the opportunity
to get a qualification and a degree. I think all members in this place would recognise the wisdom of
that approach, and there is broad endorsement of that policy approach.
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With the passage of time what has occurred is that people appreciate in a deeper sense the vitally
important role of the first 1000 days of a child’s life. I am reminded of that great Jesuit expression,
‘Give me a child until he is seven and I will show you the man’. I think that there is a strong view now
that if you are looking at trying to make sure that people lead meaningful and fulfilled lives, the
opportunity to reach their potential is less about that focus on secondary school and providing those
pathways to university qualifications. Indeed it is more about addressing those early years, because if
you make those significant investments early on in a child and you can potentially identify challenges,
problems or issues, then you can look at providing some in-depth, tailored support for that child and
you maximise the chance that they will be able to lead a meaningful and fulfilled life.
The problem is if you do not make those sorts of investments early on, then you run the risk that a
child will grow and develop and they will start to drop out. They will start to feel like they are not as
good as their peers, and they will opt out. The figure I heard some time ago was that there are about
40 000 students in Australia each year who just disappear from the system before they finish year 12.
Some might go off to a trade at a younger age, but some are just lost to the system. In a per capita
sense that could be in the order, if Victoria was no different to any other state, of around about
10 000 students a year. I suspect that a lot of those students would be opting out because of the fact
that they have had adverse experiences or they have not had that level of support around them in those
really important early years. So having that focus on quality is really important because it provides us
with that opportunity to have that deep dive and work out what should be done for these students.
Where this conversation, I think, gets particularly pertinent and relevant is that by having that focus
on the early years we start to appreciate that not all households are the same and not all early childhood
experiences are the same. You might think that is a bit of a trite comment, but when you start to
understand the development of a child’s brain, when a child is traumatised the brain’s response is to
start to release cortisol, which effectively starts to shut down elements of the child’s brain, so it gets
back into that fight-or-flight response. What that means in a practical sense is that a child who has
been traumatised is not able to learn as well as their colleagues and their peers, and that means that
they start to fall behind and they start to opt out. So where you have got the capacity to have that
appreciation, you can start to think about having a response to that.
Again I am reminded of Malcolm Gladwell’s fantastic book Outliers. Now I think Gladwell in some
ways labours the point a bit too much, but there is one particular example he makes and makes quite
well when he talks about the ice hockey league in Canada. Most of the professional players who play
ice hockey in Canada are born between January and March. There are very few professional hockey
players who were born in the last quartile of the calendar year. Gladwell’s thesis is that when players
start to play and take up junior ice hockey, they do so at a very young age, and what happens is you
have got kids who were born in January playing with kids who were born in December—nearly
12 months older. The kids who are that bit older are bigger, stronger, more adept and more confident,
and they get more game time.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ward): Freakonomics.
Mr PEARSON: Indeed, Acting Speaker, it is rather like Freakonomics, which is another great
book which we share an interest in. But what happens is that those kids born in the first quartile of the
calendar year start to get more experience. They get more proficient and they get better, and they stay
the course. What that means is that if you have got a situation where you have got kids who are falling
behind because of adverse childhood experiences or they have had a poor-quality early childhood
education, then when they start to enter into a mainstream learning environment, they start to drop out.
We know what the consequences of that might be in terms of disengagement, contact with the youth
justice system or potentially the corrections system as an adult, and they lead potentially more
diminished and unfulfilled lives than if they had had that early intervention.
I think by having this focus on quality we start to have a conversation around data, and, Acting
Speaker, you and I both know of my strong interest in big data. The view is that data will be to the
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21st century what oil was to the 20th century and that by aggregating big data you can start to identify
trends and you can start to identify patterns, and then you can start to identify what might be an
appropriate public policy response. So we have got the ability now through technology to start having
a deeper dive and a focus on having more nuanced and tailored solutions and particularly to identify
cohorts in our community who might be traumatised. If you look at communities which have fled wartorn regions, what is the impact on a three-year-old living in public housing whose father and mother
have been traumatised by war? What sort of household do they grow up in, and what are the
consequences of living in that environment? What does it do for their brain development if the parents
have been traumatised and they are almost suffering PTSD and there is no outward display or
manifestation of that sort of trauma, let alone if there is?
I think by having a focus on quality early childhood education and understanding the fact that we are
going to have the ability to access data and technology to drive better social service delivery and social
reform, we can start to have a conversation about how we can try and improve the quality of the early
years experience for children. But again I just want to make this point: it is always the case that it is
Labor governments that come to the table with these great ideas that look at trying to square the ledger
and then provide a way in which to provide a better, stronger foundation for young people to get an
education. Those opposite are at best latter-day converts, or they are counter-revolutionaries—they
seek to wind back the education revolution. That is the best they can do. And do not get me started on
the Greens, who have got absolutely no interest in these matters at all—no interest at all. It is only the
Labor government that cares about education, and I am delighted to make this contribution.
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (10:49): It is always a pleasure to follow the member for Essendon and his
stunning contributions to this house. Certainly he is always a very difficult act to follow. I am pleased
to have the opportunity this morning to contribute to debate on the Children’s Services Amendment
Bill 2019. As the member for Essendon and other members have mentioned this morning, this is a
very important bill. Members of the community right across the state know that we came to
government in November 2014 and set about making Victoria the Education State. It is on
numberplates, it is a slogan, but most importantly, as you know, Acting Speaker Ward, in your
community and communities right across the state, it is about real investment in our youngest
Victorians and real investment in our early childhood education, in our primary schools, in our
secondary schools and in TAFE.
This is a government that first and foremost fundamentally invests in education. This is critically
important to making Victoria the Education State. World-class education, as you know, Acting
Speaker, is all about getting the best start in life, making sure, as the member for Essendon said, that
in their first thousand days our youngest Victorians get the opportunities they fundamentally deserve
and are entitled to and making sure we are providing access to good, well-trained educators, highquality facilities and state-of-the-art resources.
I am sure many members on this side of the house would be able to provide a comprehensive list of
achievements, particularly in schools in their electorates, but if I think about my own electorate,
certainly there are really important upgrades to our early childhood centres, including at Diggers Rest,
in my community. Sunbury Heights and Sunbury Downs have got a shared facility on the way with an
early learning centre. It is a terrific project that has been funded by this government—a project that is
going to make a real difference to my community. The list goes on. Stewarts Lane Preschool is my old
preschool, just around the corner from where I live, and is another great Andrews Labor government
project. It is a terrific project for my community and one that we are really proud of. Taylor Drive
Preschool in Gladstone Park is another investment, making sure that the resources and the infrastructure
matches the high quality in teaching and learning that we know is on offer in this state.
As I mentioned, after coming to office, lead extremely well, of course, by the Premier and Deputy
Premier, who is also the Minister for Education, we set about that record investment in school
upgrades, holistically going about our business with programs and projects like the Camps, Sports and
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Excursions Fund, breakfast clubs, eye tests—programs that fundamentally help, as I mentioned, our
youngest Victorians get the very best start they can so they can be the best that they can be.
We, of course, built on this, as I mentioned earlier in my contribution, with free TAFE, which is
particularly important for those wanting the skills to build that record pipeline of infrastructure that
Victorians are now all very familiar with. New skills and new opportunities are incredibly important.
As I alluded to, three-year-old kinder was an absolute hallmark announcement by this government—
a record investment of over $880 million, the first of its kind in this nation. It will be progressively
introduced from 2020, starting with six regional local government areas—Buloke, Hindmarsh,
Northern Grampians, South Gippsland, Strathbogie, Yarriambiack—and expanding to another
15 LGAs in 2021.
As the member for Essendon and other members have mentioned this morning and yesterday
afternoon, this is a significant announcement that really invests in our youngest Victorians, ensuring
that they get the opportunities, and most importantly the learnings, to develop as early as they can. It
is very simple when you think about it in many respects, providing those opportunities for our smallest
Victorians as early as possible.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ward): Like your baby.
Mr J BULL: Yes, absolutely, Acting Speaker. I am glad you mentioned my little one, who is
coming up to five months. I am certainly looking forward to seeing her start kinder as early as possible.
Reflecting on her development over the past five months, what has been the most inspiring has been
the small changes every day—the little things, the movement, the learnings and the way she is
developing. Kinder is really important for the development of our smallest Victorians, making sure
they are able to get the opportunities they are entitled to and fundamentally deserve.
As I mentioned, this is historic reform. By 2022 Victorian children across the state will have access to
5 hours of subsidised kindergarten for three-year-olds. It will be fully rolled out by 2029. This is our
state’s biggest early education build and will see almost 1000 new and expanded kindergarten facilities
delivered right across the state, creating more than 6000 new early childhood education jobs. So there
is a significant employment benefit and there is a significant education benefit, which is particularly
important for not just our youngest Victorians but the development of communities right across
Victoria. This is very significant and important reform, and hallmark reform made possible because
this government is particularly focused on making sure that we give everyone the best opportunities
that they are entitled to.
The legislation before us, the Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019, amends the Children’s Services
Act 1996 to do a range of things. This bill is primarily about consistency—about aligning the framework
with national law to achieve consistency in terminology with the Education and Care Services National
Law, and introducing objectives and guiding principles that align with those in the national law. It aligns
the assessment and approvals process for services by providing a one-step service approval process and
by providing those services within the licensing regime. The alignment of operational requirement for
services such as the notification of incidents and complaints and the provision of the early childhood
program based on an approved learning framework will also be improved.
This primarily is a bill that is about consistency, certainly in the consultation process that has been part
of bringing this piece of legislation to the house. This has been an important step, certainly in
consultation with a number of stakeholders—the Early Learning Association Australia, the Municipal
Association of Victoria, the Community Child Care Association, the YMCA and Neighbourhood
Houses Victoria—making sure that that consultation process was the best it could be and making sure
that the Children’s Services Act 1996 aligns with the national quality framework, particularly as a
national scheme, to result in an improved service.
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When we look at improved services, it is about a quality and consistent framework, which is why this
legislation is particularly important. It is fundamentally about infrastructure and investment, about
opportunity and about making sure that our youngest Victorians and their families are getting the best
support and the best care that they can possibly receive. I am sure that all members of this house,
indeed all members of the Victorian community, would want to see a framework and a series of
regulations and legislation that maximise the output for our educational opportunities for early
childhood education, making sure that we support early childhood educators as best we can.
As I mentioned, this is an important piece of legislation. It is about ensuring that childcare providers
have those regulations and a framework that is as consistent as possible, making sure that we are
working alongside that record investment in childhood education and making sure that our youngest
Victorians receive the best possible experience that they can, certainly to allow them to go on to
develop and to live happy, healthy lives.
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (10:59): In the few seconds that I have, it gives me great delight
in fact to make a contribution to the Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019. I must say this is quite
a crowd as well. The importance of early childhood education is something that this government truly
does value. It demonstrates—
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ward): Order! Apologies to the honourable member, but I do
need to interrupt. The time has come for me to interrupt business under sessional orders for questions
without notice and ministers statements, and I ask the Clerk to ring the bells.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
Members
MINISTER FOR POLICE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES
MINISTER FOR DISABILITY, AGEING AND CARERS
Absence
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:01): I advise the house that the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services will be absent from question time today and that the Attorney-General will
answer in her place.
I further advise the house that the Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers will be absent from
question time today and that the Minister for Mental Health will answer in his place.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
V/LINE SERVICES
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (11:02): My question is to the Minister for Public Transport. Customer
satisfaction with V/Line is at a 10-year low. Five of the state’s 11 regional train lines—Bairnsdale,
Gippsland, Bendigo, Ararat-Maryborough and Albury-Wodonga—have not met punctuality targets
in a single month over the past two years. When will each of these five regional train lines meet their
monthly punctuality targets?
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport)
(11:02): I would like to thank the member for Euroa for her question because it gives me great pleasure
to talk about the investment that we are putting in regional rail. We have seen over the last 12 months
an increased improvement in V/Line’s performance. That is a direct result of our—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the minister to resume her seat. Just before calling the member for
Euroa, I need to be able to hear the minister’s answer. I ask members in the house not to talk over the
minister.
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Ms Ryan: On a point of order, Speaker, I do believe that ministers’ answers must be factual, and
that is just categorically untrue. V/Line services have not improved in any way, shape or form over
the last 12 months.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order.
Ms HORNE: Let me just say in response to the question that V/Line has exceeded its networkwide 96 per cent reliability target with 96.8 per cent of services delivered across the regional network.
This is really because we are investing in regional services. We have put on more than 500 services
per week to regional Victoria. We have got more people travelling than ever before. People are
endorsing—
Ms Ryan: On a point of order, Speaker, with a third of the minister’s time elapsed she has not even
come close to the issue of punctuality, and I would ask you, on relevance, to bring the minister back
to answering the question, which was very specific about when these particular five lines, which have
not met their punctuality targets once in two years, will actually hit those punctuality targets.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is being relevant to the question that was asked.
Ms HORNE: Well, as I said, we are getting on with the biggest build on regional Victoria’s
network. That is about delivering better services for more people.
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (11:05): Has the minister assessed the impact of building the airport rail link
without new dedicated lines between Southern Cross and Sunshine on regional commuters’ travel
times to and from Melbourne, and if so, will she release that assessment?
Ms HORNE (Williamstown—Minister for Ports and Freight, Minister for Public Transport)
(11:05): That is a question that falls within the portfolio responsibility of the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure, and I will direct the question to her.
Ms Ryan: On a point of order, Speaker, is the minister seriously suggesting that the travel times of
regional commuters is not within her responsibility? She is the Minister for Public Transport: what
does she do?
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister has answered the question.
Mr Wells: On the point of order, Speaker, the minister was clearly not being relevant to the
question, because the issue was commuter times, which comes under her portfolio. Commuter times
was the basis for the question, and I ask you to bring her back to answering that question.
The SPEAKER: Order! Firstly, I issue a warning to the chamber that members who shout across
the chamber will be removed without warning. The minister was relevant to the question and answered
the question.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: METRO TUNNEL
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:06): I am delighted to rise to update the house on the
significant progress the government is making to deliver the Metro Tunnel—the biggest public
transport project in our state’s history and arguably one of the biggest that our nation has ever seen. It
is all about running more trains more often. With five new underground stations and 9 kilometres of
twin tunnels this is a massive undertaking—something that should have been done many, many years
ago, but we are getting it done now. I was very, very pleased to be down at the Arden site with the
Dutch Prime Minister, who was here visiting us just last week. The Dutch Prime Minister is no stranger
to metro systems—they have built some themselves—but to say that he was impressed would be an
understatement. He was very, very impressed with the progress we have made, and the best part of it
was for the two of us to be able to meet 40 or 50 staff—workers, for those opposite, actual working
people—to go and speak to them and to see the confidence in their eyes that they know that they have
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got work in the biggest infrastructure agenda our state and nation has ever seen, not just for a quarter,
not just for a year, but well into the medium term.
This project is creating thousands of jobs, and it is but one project in the biggest and best infrastructure
agenda in road and rail, hospitals and schools, city and country, large and small projects that this state
has ever seen. It is a source of pride for every member of the government that we are embedding skills
attainment and giving a break to the most disadvantaged in our community along the way. Whether it
is Metro Tunnel, the removal of level crossings, outer suburban roads, regional roads, the West Gate
Tunnel or the north-east link—the list goes on and on. We are doing what we said we would do. We
are delivering for all Victorians.
SOLAR HOMES PROGRAM
Mr R SMITH (Warrandyte) (11:08): My question is to the Minister for Solar Homes. Last
November a solar company installed two systems at a farm in Ecklin South. One system, which was
supposed to be a 20-kilowatt system, was actually only a 12-kilowatt system, and the other system
was improperly installed, causing that building to burn to the ground. The company responsible was
Start Solar, which was accredited last month to the government’s Solar Homes program. Why did the
minister allow this dodgy company into the government’s Solar Homes scheme, given there was
already evidence it had ripped off and endangered customers?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (11:09): I thank the member opposite for his question. I am not aware of those
allegations that have been made. I will certainly be checking with Solar Victoria about the veracity of
those allegations, and I am happy to come back to the member and provide the advice that I receive
from Solar Victoria.
Mr R SMITH (Warrandyte) (11:09): The minister said she was not aware. There was not a truer
sentence spoken from her. With two companies—
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!
Mr R SMITH: I will not be distracted by those opposite.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr R SMITH: Is he finished? With two companies now having been suspended from her Solar
Homes program and with significant concerns about a third, can the minister guarantee that no
Victorians’ homes or lives will be at risk due to faulty installations from companies that the minister
herself has recommended?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (11:10): I thank the member for the supplementary question. I think the content of
that supplementary question really calls into question the veracity of his first question, but I will leave
it at that.
Members interjecting.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: Well, now we have a third matter for concern whereas the question originally
was that this had caused a house to burn down. Now, save from what I said—
Mr R Smith interjected.
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Ms D’AMBROSIO: Well, that is what you said. You said that. You need to get your facts straight.
Let me be absolutely clear about this: we have the highest safety standards in the country, we have the
strongest audit program in the country—
Mr R Smith: On a point of order, Speaker, two companies have been suspended and a building
has burnt down. If that is the highest standards that you are pertaining to—
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Warrandyte will resume his seat.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: The member opposite is obviously scrambling for something new to say, and
he has not been forthcoming much at all in question time this year. Let me get the facts straight,
because those opposite do not want to hear the facts. We have the strictest safety standards—
Mr R Smith: On a point of order, Speaker, with 6 seconds to go I ask the minister to guarantee that
no-one’s house is going to be at risk or their life is going to be at risk as the result of having a solar
panel installation by a company that she has recommended. She has got 6 seconds: can she guarantee
that people’s lives and homes will be safe?
Ms D’AMBROSIO: I do not take the member opposite’s words as facts, and I will get the facts.
(Time expired)
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: TEACHING QUALITY
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education) (11:12): In 2014 we promised to make
Victoria the Education State, and every day that we have had the privilege of being on this side of the
house we have delivered on this commitment. We have got the biggest school infrastructure
investment in Victoria’s history: $6.1 billion to deliver new primary and secondary schools and
1400 school upgrades. We lead the nation in NAPLAN results. We have unprecedented investment in
tackling disadvantage with school breakfast and lunch programs, camps, sports and excursions and
school uniforms. We have GPs and mental health practitioners in our secondary schools, the rollout
of universal three-year-old kinder—the list goes on.
But we know that outside of their immediate family the most important factor in a child’s education
is the quality of teaching. Last week we announced the single biggest boost ever to develop and support
our fantastic teachers. The $244.6 million includes over $41 million in financial incentives, including
up to $50 000 to encourage teachers to work in hard-to-staff positions and schools, and yearly retention
payments of up to $9000 per year for three years to encourage teachers to remain in those positions
for longer. Two-thirds of those opportunities will go to rural and regional schools.
There is over $26 million to increase the number of high-quality teachers specialising in vocational
education and training and the Victorian certificate of applied learning so that more students can access
apprenticeships, traineeships and further education, and $41 million to get Victoria’s best school
leaders to the most challenging roles with over 40 additional executive principals. Unlike those
opposite who had their chance and did nothing but take the axe to schools for four years, we respect
the work of our teachers. On this side of the house we know great teachers change lives.
FINES VICTORIA
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:14): My question is to the AttorneyGeneral. Under the Fines Victoria IT system fiasco Victorians are having licences wrongly suspended
or cancelled and fines are being sent to the wrong people. Since the Ombudsman’s report in 2016 the
government has given three separate deadlines to fix Fines Victoria’s IT problems—deadlines which
have come and gone. Three years later the Fines Victoria system is still not functional, with reports of
bags of unopened mail and a call centre in crisis. Will the minister provide a fourth and hopefully final
deadline by which this system will finally become fully operational?
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Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (11:15): Can I
thank the Leader of the Opposition for his question, and can I provide him with the assurance, and in
fact an assurance to all Victorians, that Fines Victoria is indeed working assiduously to ensure that for
end-to-end operations we have got a system that is fully functional. There indeed have been challenges,
and I have not in any way, shape or form sought to retreat from the nature of those challenges. It is our
expectation that Fines Victoria meet the expectations of Victorians, and indeed the data and the figures
indicate that to be so. We continue to have really significant improvements in their performance, and
we continue to work to ensure that we have got a functioning fines system here in Victoria.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, I genuinely appreciate the update, but the question
was: will the minister provide a fourth and hopefully final deadline by which these systems will be
fixed? I think Victorians are entitled to know a deadline.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General is being relevant to the question.
Ms HENNESSY: Certainly each and every single week the performance of Fines Victoria
continues to improve. Just by way of some insight to that, we have had over four operations clearing
more than $97 000 of debt, we have had 250 000 people engage with the Fines Victoria website and
there was $8.39 million in fines being taken through Fines Victoria in the week ending 4 October.
So certainly the nature of the way in which the Leader of the Opposition has asked the question is
slightly misconceived in that there are a range of functions of Fines Victoria, and it is about improving
the performance of all of those systems each and every single week.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the Ombudsman identified the problems. Victorians
just want to know when they are all going to be fixed.
The SPEAKER: Order! There is no point of order. The Attorney-General has concluded her
answer.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (11:17): It is not just motorists and
ratepayers who are suffering because of this fiasco; taxpayers are also paying a very heavy price for
the government’s incompetence. Now that the budget has blown out for this ICT project to almost
$60 million, how much more taxpayers money will be spent on fixing Labor’s Fines Victoria fiasco?
Ms HENNESSY (Altona—Attorney-General, Minister for Workplace Safety) (11:17): Again I
would refer to my answer to the first question from the Leader of the Opposition. There is very, very
significant improvement occurring in respect of the operation of the Fines Victoria system. It is a very
significant source of revenue and it is in fact a dividend for taxpayers, and I would refer to the figures
that I referenced.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the minister is not being relevant to the question.
The question was clearly about how much more taxpayers money will be spent on fixing this fiasco. I
ask you to draw the minister back to answering the question.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Attorney-General is being relevant to the question and still has
39 seconds to conclude her answer.
Ms HENNESSY: Thank you very much. Let me assure the Leader of the Opposition that the
functionality of Fines Victoria and indeed the practice of Fines Victoria is very much in taxpayers
interest, and the revenue figures that I referred to earlier evidence that.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: VESTAS RENEWABLE ENERGY HUB
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (11:18): I am absolutely pleased to update the house on the fantastic new jobs that
we are creating right across the state as a result of Victoria’s renewable energy boom. We are setting
strong renewable energy targets in legislation, and that is giving businesses right across the world the
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confidence to come and invest in Victoria. We ran Australia’s largest reverse auction in 2017, requiring
companies to maximise local content and deliver major investments for the community.
Three weeks ago I was absolutely delighted to officially open the new Vestas wind turbine assembly
facility, with the Premier, in Geelong. Not only were we there but, along with the many people that
were celebrating this achievement, the member for Lara, the member for South Barwon, the member
for Geelong and a member for Western Victoria Region were all celebrating and witnessing the
breathing of new life into the old Ford factory which is now assembling 100 turbine hubs and 50 drive
trains for the renewable energy projects that are underway in our state.
Vestas is also investing in a new service, logistics and training centre in Grovedale to service the
growing turbine fleet right across western Victoria—
A member: Great news for Geelong.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: Absolutely, great news for Geelong. It is training hundreds of local people
with the skills to maintain wind turbine projects right across the state through a partnership with
Federation University and developing the next generation of carbon fibre wind turbine blades through
a research partnership with Deakin University. This is creating hundreds of jobs, new jobs, for the
people of Geelong and delivering new opportunities for people right across this important region. And
of course none of this would be possible without our strong, ambitious renewable energy targets.
A member: Who was going to abolish that, I wonder?
Ms D’AMBROSIO: And who was going to abolish that? Absolutely. That is why we are so proud
to be increasing these targets to 50 per cent by 2030, sending an absolutely clear message that Victoria
is the state for investment, whether it is nationally or globally.
CLIMATE CHANGE
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (11:21): My question is to the Premier. Premier, this week the federal
Labor opposition supported a Greens motion to declare a climate emergency. They also proposed their
own motion to declare a climate emergency because, and I quote the shadow minister:
… future generations deserve nothing less.

Premier, will the state Labor government now declare a climate emergency in Victoria?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:21): I thank the member for Prahran for his question. I
have never thought it advisable to vote for Greens motions. There are exceptions every now and then,
but I would not have supported that motion, nor would I have moved that motion. No such motion has
been moved in this Parliament, and that may be a point of difference between our government and the
opposition in Canberra. You can draw your own conclusions on that. What we are about is not motions
and words but actions.
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: Some can laugh. They would have abolished the very renewable energy target
that, as the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change has just detailed, is creating
hundreds, indeed thousands, of jobs and thousands of megawatts of power, putting downward pressure
on prices, cutting emissions and delivering presumably what the Greens political party want—better
environmental outcomes. Unless of course you are less concerned about jobs and megawatts and more
concerned with slogans, posturing and getting the political points, if you like, from the argument, not
the outcome.
It is the argument, you see, that is the most important thing. Heaven forbid we make the transition that
some talk a lot about. That would be the worst thing that we could do, because then we would have
nothing to campaign on. We would have nothing to score cheap political points on. Our reason to exist
would be gone. They would find another one pretty quickly, I reckon, and in that too they would be
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commentators first and participants last. Those who sit on the sidelines never get things done. It is
governments elected with a positive plan and a will, a determination to deliver that plan, that make a
difference to the planet, to our nation, to our state, to communities, to individual households through
their bills and to individual workers through their jobs and their shared sense of security.
The issues that the member raises are not unimportant. I beg to differ with him on how to go forward
though. Action is always better than simple posturing. Actual wind turbines generating renewable
energy are much more important than motions in the federal Parliament. I stopped a long time ago
waiting for anything out of the federal Parliament that resembles a coherent energy policy. A long
time ago I stopped waiting for that, because if you had held your breath waiting for that, well, we all
know where we would be—we would be no better off. Motions will be moved in the Parliament. They
will be voted for, voted against. You stick with that, and I will stick with creating the biggest renewable
energy agenda this nation has ever seen.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (11:24): On a supplementary question to the Premier, the Premier talks
about actions. He talks about actions that are making a difference. Does the Premier accept that his
government’s actions of logging our native forests, exploring new areas for oil and gas drilling,
funding new coal and hydrogen projects, extending coal-fired power stations and burning more coal
in Victoria every year than the proposed Adani coalmine will produce are actually contributing to
climate change, not preventing it?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (11:25): The short answer is no. I do not accept that.
Emissions are actually coming down, my honourable friend the minister for energy confirms for me,
and minister for environment—a rare combination, those two portfolios together. Who did that, I
wonder? Oh, that would be our government, wouldn’t it? I will leave the commentary to the
commentators and the action to those who have got an agenda and a mandate to get on with it, and
that would be every member of the government, not a reduced other political party who are at their
best when they are commentating. That is not leadership. Admiring problems is not leadership. Getting
on and getting things done is leadership, and that is what our government offers, it is what our
government has delivered and it is, I would submit, one of the reasons why the government was
returned to continue this important work.
The SPEAKER: Just before calling the next ministers statement, I want to welcome to the gallery
and acknowledge a former member for Footscray, Marsha Thomson.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: NATIONAL CARERS WEEK
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (11:27): This week is National Carers Week, and I rise to pay tribute to the
extraordinary work that the over 730 000 carers in Victoria deliver on all of our behalf, but particularly
to the communities that they are a part of and the families that they keep together. They are very much
the unsung heroes of our community. Without them families would struggle and many would cease
to function. Let us be clear: being a carer can be an exhausting, relentless and thankless task, but it can
also be a significant task that can empower people and families. I want to give a particular shout-out
to all of those members who were at the reception this morning for National Carers Week, and can I
say how impressive 16-year-old Naomi was in representing the fantastic work that young carers in
particular deliver to so many people across Victoria.
But it is not just about recognition, it is also about getting on and delivering support. That is why this
government is proud to match its words with actions. That is why we are very proud to implement our
commitment that we took the last election around the package of support for carers: $50 million to
provide an extra 100 000 hours of respite—that is a 60 per cent increase in the support for carers
package; half-price public transport on weekdays and free travel on weekends; more than 4000-andgrowing participating businesses in the revamped Carers Card; and $4 million in grants to local and
statewide carers groups. But perhaps most importantly of all, on behalf of I am sure all Victorians and
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all members of this place, our heartfelt thanks go to that army of carers who keep families and
communities together. We thank you all.
PUBLIC SECTOR SUPERANNUATION ENTITLEMENTS
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (11:29): My question is to the Minister for Corrections. When
announcing wage theft laws in May 2018 the Premier said, and I quote:
… the simple fact is underpaying workers is theft and it’s time it’s treated like that in our laws.

This government has underpaid superannuation for up to 2000 employees within the Department of
Justice and Community Safety and the Department of Health and Human Services. Why has the
minister allowed these entitlements to be stolen from these workers?
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister for
Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support) (11:30): Can I thank the member for Ferntree Gully for
his question, and can I first and foremost say that these are allegations that have been aired in the media
this morning. The Victorian Government Solicitor’s Office is doing its own investigation, and any
entitlements that are found to have been unpaid in relation to the enterprise bargaining agreement, the
long service leave and the EBA in particular with weekend rostering—if any superannuation
entitlements were not paid for those and the investigation finds that—will be paid.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (11:30): Then Attorney-General, the member for
Keysborough, also said in May 2018 that, and I quote:
… employers caught stealing from their workers will face up to ten years behind bars.

Under our system of government, ministers are ultimately responsible for their departments’ actions.
Given that this is government policy, wouldn’t the minister be facing 10 years jail?
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! When the house is ready for an answer.
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister for
Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support) (11:31): Do not get cagey. You two are in the same suit.
Who is auditioning for opposition leader? Come back, Matthew; you are looking good in that suit.
The SPEAKER: Order! Through the Chair.
Mr CARROLL: You have just got the tie different today, just the tie different.
The SPEAKER: Order! Through the Chair.
Mr Wells: On a point of order, Speaker, the minister has now only 20 seconds left to answer this
question, and I would ask whether you would ask the clerks to stop the clock or to reset it to allow the
minister to give a proper answer to make sure that the workers are paid properly, because this is a very
serious issue that we take on this side but it seems to be that it is a joke on that side.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Wakeling: On the point of order, Speaker, all answers must be factual. I am not quite sure how
we can trust the minister when his answer has so far been directed at members having the same suits.
And just so you know, they are a totally different colour.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask members on both sides of the house to cease interjecting, and I ask
the minister not to respond to interjections and to come to answering the question.
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Mr CARROLL: Any identified shortfalls in superannuation payments will be rectified, and I want
to make it very clear it is the Andrews Labor government that has legislated on wage theft. We take a
zero-tolerance approach when it comes to wage theft and we will continue to do so.
Mr Wakeling: On a point of order, Speaker, in terms of relevance, this is a very important question.
Government policy dictates that a perpetrator could face 10 years jail and I need the minister to explain
whether or not this will apply to him.
Mr Wells: On the point of order, Speaker, you did not rule on the issue about resetting the clock.
The SPEAKER: I ruled, but I am not going to reset the clock. I asked members not to interject and
the minister not to respond to interjections.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! I do not uphold the point of order that was just raised by the member for
Ferntree Gully. The Minister for Racing, on a further point of order.
Mr Pakula: I was going to respond to the point of order.
The SPEAKER: I have just ruled on that point of order. The Minister for Corrections has
concluded his answer.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: LEVEL CROSSING REMOVALS
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (11:35):
I am very pleased—
Members interjecting.
Ms ALLAN: Bless you. I did not miss you but I am happy to be back. I am very pleased to further
update the house on our extensive level crossing removal program. The Premier touched on this—
Members interjecting.
Ms ALLAN: There is more! The Premier reminded the house yesterday that it was only a Labor
government that committed to remove 50 level crossings, and in just under five years 30 are gone for
good.
Ms Ryan interjected.
The SPEAKER: The member for Euroa will cease shouting across the chamber.
Ms ALLAN: There are works going on right across the suburbs, as the Premier said, but my
attention is drawn in particular to the great works that are going on at Toorak Road. We have got the
foundations being laid for the rail bridge that is going to be constructed at Toorak Road. Despite the
ongoing opposition by the member for Malvern to this great level crossing removal, works are
steaming on to remove one of the most congested and dangerous level crossings in the state. Last year
of course we added another 25 to that list. The member for Bass knows well that we are getting on
with the works at Cardinia Road. A construction site is being set up there. On the Upfield line the
member for Pascoe Vale has got four level crossings being removed between Bell Street and Moreland
Road, again with an elevated rail creating much-needed open space in Melbourne’s inner north.
The member for Mordialloc is a champion for the removal of the level crossings at Chelsea along with
the member for Carrum as well. There are five level crossings to be removed in one lot. Five level
crossings in one go, and all up, as the Frankston line members know, 18 level crossings are being
removed along the Frankston line. At the same time all of these level crossing removals are creating
jobs—thousands of jobs. They are opposed by those opposite and we are pushing on, determined to
deliver what we said we would to the Victorian community.
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Constituency questions
CROYDON ELECTORATE
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (11:37): (1280) My constituency question today is for the Minister for
Education and is on behalf of very concerned residents who live close to the former Melba College
site on Croydon Road, Croydon. When will the demolition of the buildings on this site take place? As
the minister is aware, this site has been vacant since 2018 and has become a prime target for vandals,
drug addicts and squatters. These thugs have abused neighbours and targeted their properties, causing
fear and anxiety amongst residents. Although the site is proposed for the relocation of the Croydon
Community School into a new building facility, no funding has been allocated. With expensive
security guards on site and fencing being proposed to be put up, the buildings are so badly destroyed
now that there is no choice but to demolish them. I am informed that quotes are being obtained for the
demolition works to take place, and my constituents would like to know when this will occur.
CRANBOURNE ELECTORATE
Ms RICHARDS (Cranbourne) (11:38): (1281) My constituency question is for the Minister for
Education and I ask: what is the latest information about the provision of lighting for Lyndhurst
Secondary College? I have visited Lyndhurst Secondary College several times recently, and I know
the minister has taken a keen interest in this school and its students. I am very proud of this school,
which I am very pleased to have visited many times, and the deputy principal Daniel Rogers has
spoken to me about their needs, including better lighting, especially for their parking and communal
areas. I look forward to a response from the minister.
LOWAN ELECTORATE
Ms KEALY (Lowan) (11:39): (1282) My constituency question is to the Minister for Health and
the information I seek is detail on all actions the government is taking to address critical shortages of
doctors in my electorate. The doctor shortage is impacting on demand for medical support at local
state-run emergency departments and urgent care centres, with some public hospitals not having
24/7 access to doctors. With communities such as Edenhope, Kaniva, Nhill, Murtoa, Rupanyup and
Minyip critically needing to recruit doctors that support local public health services, this is rapidly
escalating into a rural health crisis. I therefore ask the minister as a matter of urgency: what is the
government doing to address this critical public health concern for my constituents?
ESSENDON ELECTORATE
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (11:39): (1283) I direct my constituency question to the Minister for
Education and I ask: what is the latest information about what the Andrews Labor government is doing
to address the increase in student numbers at Strathmore North Primary School?
BRIGHTON ELECTORATE
Mr NEWBURY (Brighton) (11:40): (1284) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Education and I ask: what date this year did the government first inform my community that it had
entered into a joint-use agreement last year to allow the construction of a new floodlit hockey pitch on
the grounds of Elwood College? The private partnership between the Melbourne Cricket Club,
Elwood College, and the Department of Education and Training is similar to the hockey developments
at Melbourne High School and Beaumaris Secondary College. The private partnerships do offer new
facilities and opportunities. Elwood College is an exceptional school and deserves support. However,
schools are community hubs and the government has an obligation to advise neighbours of any
changes that will affect the broader community. Elwood is densely populated and neighbours have
genuine questions about traffic flow, parking and the floodlights. Wholehearted community support
can be achieved where these partnerships are transparent and where local communities are also
partners in the projects. I look forward to the minister’s response.
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YUROKE ELECTORATE
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (11:41): (1285) My constituency question is to the Minister for Education.
What information can the minister provide on the much-needed additional facilities for Newbury
Primary School in the Yuroke electorate? As the minister knows, Newbury Primary School was
planned, built and opened in the Andrews Labor government’s first term. This new school is
immensely popular with local families under the outstanding leadership of principal Michelle
Bromfield and her team. With significant growth in enrolments, I know that the Newbury Primary
School community would be interested to hear from the minister about any plans to continue to build
on what is already a fantastic local school.
MILDURA ELECTORATE
Ms CUPPER (Mildura) (11:41): (1286) My constituency question is to the Premier and is in regard
to the issues of management around Lake Tyrrell in Sea Lake. My question is: what information can
the Premier provide about the progress in developing a cultural heritage management plan for Lake
Tyrrell and what contact have the relevant departments had with the stakeholders on the ground in Sea
Lake? I have been approached by Alison McClelland on behalf of the Sea Lake Off Road Club, which
has reported its strong desire to have clear and open communication between all parties involved in
the development and implementation of the plan for the site. They are concerned that without stronger
communication between departments and stakeholders the cultural heritage management plan will not
be effective. Ms McClelland has pointed out that the issues of concern are not just centred on the
Mallee rally, but also include managing increasing pressure from international tourism at the site and
delineating clear lines of responsibility for pest management around the lake.
The group is very grateful for the government’s assistance in preparing the cultural heritage
management plan, and I welcome any information the Premier could provide on progress towards
completing the plan.
WENDOUREE ELECTORATE
Ms ADDISON (Wendouree) (11:42): (1287) My question is directed to the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services and is about community safety in my community of Wendouree. I know that
Ballarat is a fantastic place to live, work and raise a family, and I am not alone. That is why we are
seeing more and more people making the move to Ballarat. The latest crime statistics report the offence
rate for the Ballarat local government area for the year to 30 June 2019 has decreased by 6.6 per cent
compared to the previous 12 months. My question is: what police and community safety initiatives are
in place in the Ballarat area to help our residents feel safer?
EVELYN ELECTORATE
Ms VALLENCE (Evelyn) (11:43): (1288) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Industrial Relations and is regarding labour hire licensing. Fruit and vegetable growers in my electorate
want to know what action the minister and the Labour Hire Authority (LHA) are taking to clear the
massive backlog of 1600 applications, and will a ‘grace period’ apply to ensure farming businesses
can continue to operate after 30 October and be protected from unfair penalties?
Growers want to comply but they are rightly concerned. Crops do not stop growing or ripening while
the LHA lags behind processing applications to meet the extremely short lead time before your new
legislative requirements take effect. On one hand, growers are being advised by the LHA over the
phone that there is no grace period to find alternative providers if their usual provider’s application is
denied, which is in direct conflict with the message delivered by Commissioner Dargavel at the
Healesville briefing in July. The government has put the agriculture and horticulture sectors at risk,
and without drastic action this will impact our economy and these growers.
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LARA ELECTORATE
Mr EREN (Lara) (11:44): (1289) My constituency question is for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change. The You Yangs are an important historic icon to my electorate and
the Geelong region. This remarkable attraction offers many activities such as mountain biking,
walking trails, rockclimbing and picnic areas. It is also home to many types of wildlife. The You Yangs
are therefore an important contributor to tourism in my electorate. To further protect this significant
landmark, we have also recently made it a no-mining zone. Parks Victoria is currently engaged in
consultation on the future management and investment for the You Yangs and Serendip. What can my
constituents expect to support the continued enjoyment and recreational potential of the You Yangs?
Bills
CHILDREN’S SERVICES AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (11:45): As I was saying, it does give me great pleasure to speak
to the Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019. As I was saying, the importance of early childhood
education is something that this government really does value very strongly. It demonstrates that it just
gets it by introducing a raft of changes that prepare our littlest ones for the best possible start they can
have in their lives. We can see this in many different ways, whether it is in resourcing upgrades to early
learning centres, providing the latest sensory play equipment, providing better TAFE training for early
childhood educators and the funding of additional placements that go with that, or of course providing
the rollout of three-year-old kinder, which many of my colleagues have already discussed.
This is all demonstrative of a government that just gets it and a Labor government that works really,
really hard to get things done. It actually does not take a lot to make a big difference. In fact I had the
great pleasure last week to represent the Minister for Education at the opening of a sensory garden in
my electorate at the Gwendoline early childhood learning centre. There was an investment of under
$150 000 in the kindergarten, but it was all based on the premise that through play comes development.
Seeing those kids playing with their mud kitchen, playing on their log and rock paths, seeing them
amongst the vegie garden and in the cubbyhouse, and pumping the water from the pump—all of these
things—show the development that comes through play. You can see the glimmer in their eyes, and
you can also see happy parents and very happy childhood educators. These are the sorts of things that
this government does.
Compare this to the Liberal government, which in two of its four budgets could not even find one
single dollar to support and help fund our early childcare centres. By contrast, this government is
ensuring every Victorian child has access to great kinder and that early childhood educators have the
training and support they need to give every child a great start. The 2019–20 state budget delivers on
this commitment to the biggest reform to early learning in the state’s history with a record $1 billion
investment in early childhood education.
Referring to the bill, the early childhood services in Victoria are currently regulated either under the
Children’s Services Act 1996 or under the national quality framework. As we know, the national
quality framework provides a national approach for the regulation of education and care services
across Australia, and in Victoria it covers 4200 long day care, family day care, preschool and outside
school hours care services. Currently there are about 350, or about 8 per cent, regulated children’s
services in Victoria, which remain out of scope of the national quality framework and are licensed
under the Children’s Services Act 1996. Most of these services provide occasional care, where
children attend for short periods of time—for example, up to 5 hours of care per day in a service
operating in a neighbourhood house or 2 hours of care in a gym or leisure centre. It is important that
these services in the occasional care sector are underpinned by a quality contemporary regulatory

BILLS
3710

Legislative Assembly

Thursday, 17 October 2019

framework. This reform follows a national decision to keep occasional care services outside of the
national quality framework.
Work in drafting and enacting this legislation will further complement the work that the government
is doing, some of which I described before. The bill will iron out the anomalies and the inconsistencies
that exist to provide a consistent regulatory regime for all regulated children’s services that operate in
the state. The advantages of making the Children’s Services Act consistent with the national quality
framework will mean quite a few things. It will mean greater confidence for service providers that
there is equity across the sector in terms of applicable operational requirements and relevant offences,
greater consistency for consumers of early childhood education and care services, enhanced safety for
children by providing the power to prohibit persons who pose an unacceptable risk of harm to children
and potential efficiencies for the regulatory authority as well.
The bill is largely technical in nature in that it aligns the existing regulatory scheme with that of the
national law. It will also ensure that all education and care services in Victoria are regulated under a
contemporary regulatory regime with consistent requirements for all providers. This provides a
significant opportunity to modernise the regulation of children’s services in the state and to drive
quality improvements across the sector, which will in turn improve the educational and development
outcomes of Victorian children.
The bill will align the current children’s services licensing regime in the act with the provider and
service approval regime in the Education and Care Services National Law. It adopts the relevant
objectives and guiding principles in the national law, and these focus on quality educational and
developmental outcomes in the safety, health and wellbeing of children.
The licensing structure and approvals processes will be aligned so that fixed-term licences will be
replaced with ongoing service approvals. An approved provider will be able to operate multiple services
under the Children’s Services Act, but under a single provider approval. Service approvals will be
transferable between approved providers, which will increase flexibility for approved providers.
Furthermore, under deeming provisions approved providers under the national quality framework will
be able to operate services under the Children’s Services Act without going through an application
process for a separate provider approval under that act.
Consultation has been the hallmark of this government, and it should be no surprise therefore that in
the development of the bill the Department of Education and Training consulted with all licensed
providers of children’s services via forums which were held across Victoria and provided information
through various communication methods. The department also conducted targeted consultation with
other key stakeholders, including peak bodies, the larger multiservice providers and the relevant
industry and union bodies as well. Some of these bodies included the Early Learning Association
Australia, the Municipal Association of Victoria, the Community Child Care Association, the YMCA,
Neighbourhood Houses Victoria, United Voice and the Australian Education Union. There was broad
support of course from these stakeholder groups, and no issues were raised, in particular by those
union groups.
In conclusion, this bill continues to build on the work of the Andrews government with respect to early
childhood education, child care and children’s services. What it does is marry the Children’s Services
Act to the national quality framework, which will provide greater confidence for service providers. It
will also provide that greater consistency for consumers of early childhood education and care
services, enhanced safety for children and potential efficiencies for the regulatory authority. The
government has consulted widely, and it is with great pleasure that I commend the bill to the house.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (11:54): I am pleased to make a contribution on the Children’s Services
Amendment Bill 2019. The overarching purpose of this bill is to provide for consistency in the
operations of early childhood education and care services in Victoria by aligning the Children’s
Services Act 1996 with the national quality framework. The bill before the house will establish a new
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approval scheme for persons who provide children’s services such as occasional care as well as the
operation of those services as regulated under the Children’s Services Act. It will provide for the
monitoring and enforcement of the scheme and is consistent with the relevant objectives and guiding
principles of the Education and Care Services National Law.
When the national quality framework was introduced in 2012, a majority of early childhood services
in Victoria were brought within the scope of the national law and the remaining 8 per cent of
services—predominantly those of occasional care services—continued to be regulated under the
Children’s Services Act regime. The 8 per cent accounts for about 340 services, consisting mainly of
occasional care services, limited-hour services, mobile services and activity groups. I can say that a lot
of those are in regional areas. I noticed in Tatura recently that there is even a little Save the Children
bus that sets up a playground in the park, and mothers, babies and children come just for a short period
as it is an opportunity to duck away to a doctor’s appointment or whatever it might be that crops up.
This bill will not roll the remaining 8 per cent into the national framework, but it will bring consistency
across state and national legislation. The guiding principles of the national law will be aligned, as will
approvals processes for premises and services. The bill will provide for perpetual approvals and align
operational requirements for services such as notification of incidents and complaints. That
consistency is obviously a very strong reason for the legislation. The bill contains one key operational
change, which is the provision of early childhood programs to be based on an approved learning
framework, and it aligns offence, monitoring and compliance provisions with the more comprehensive
framework contained in the national law.
Within my electorate of Shepparton the local neighbourhood houses are providing quite a bit of the
occasional childcare services that we have in our community. In the township of Tatura the small
community house is running a small childcare service called the Cubby, which is licensed to have up
to 15 children in care and provides three lots of 5 hours a week care to local families. They are a
growing service. They have recently been able to increase their services from two days to three days
of care with additional funding, and they are now open during school holidays as well. Next year they
will be looking at licensing options to try and meet the local demands and allow for an increase in the
hours of operating their childcare services. Tatura is part of that very significant fruit and vegetable
growing community where a lot of people come in on short-term contracts to pick fruit, and having
this sort of short-term service for people who are often working full-time but still have the need to put
their children somewhere just for a short time and attend to some of their business is so important. I
certainly remember when my children were small how important just that 2-hour break could be to go
and do something. It makes it a very different service to full-time day care that full-time working
parents need.
At Numurkah the Numurkah Community Learning Centre has been running two childcare sessions,
one on a Thursday and the other on a Friday. On Thursday they provide 4 hours of care for children
aged three years and above, and on Friday they provide 5 hours of occasional care for children aged
nought to school age. That centre is trialling an after-kinder care program and is looking to possibly
expand more next year, particularly the services they provide on a Thursday.
The local coordinator of children’s services at that Numurkah centre, Jayne Kam, detailed that there
is still a real need within the community for occasional care. Whether it is to provide some temporary
relief, allow a parent to go to a doctor’s appointment or for those who require a flexible model of care,
the option of occasional care can be really important. Jayne said last week that a parent recently learned
about the occasional care service after she had been struggling for ages trying to get some childcare
services together. She has found this service and was so happy to be able to call on it. When you have
no family or available friends to drop your children with for that short time, occasional care certainly
fits the bill. This is the essence of an occasional care service—life happens, things come up and when
you need that extra care and support these occasional care services are there to help you out.
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It is welcome to hear that within the proposed amendments there will be no effect on the provision of
long day care for occasional care services that operate less than 15 hours a week. This allows for the
occasional care offering to continue and to be recognised. In conversations with our occasional care
providers in the electorate of Shepparton we heard a very consistent message that it is important to
them that the legislation has not created a greater administrative burden on those smaller regional and
rural childcare centres.
The Tatura Community House childcare service has only one full-time staffer who does most of the
policy, compliance and procedures work required for their occasional care service. Child care forms
just part of their business services, just part of many of the administrative tasks they have. The model
on which most of these services are being delivered in our region does depend on there not being an
administrative burden created and built on all the time.
Alongside occasional care, neighbourhood houses are running a variety of other workshops and
training, health and wellbeing sessions that support social groups and many other people in the
community. Any increase in administrative requirements for a small team would have a negative
consequence for their capacity to deliver what they really deliver on very skinny budgets. Just this year
the board of management of Morrell Street Occasional Care, which operated out of the Mooroopna
Education & Activities Centre, known as MEAC, had to make the heartbreaking decision to close
their occasional care centre, and it was due to the running costs and attendance levels of the service no
longer being sustainable. Jan Phillips said that their centre simply did not have the capacity to work or
the funds to dedicate towards the significant number of hours required to undertake that transition that
was happening last year.
The federal government’s national framework required a lot of work to be done to allow those centres
to transfer over, and while the state department was providing assistance to a number of those small
occasional care organisations to be able to go through the long process of getting that work done,
unfortunately Mooroopna really slipped through the system. It is very unfortunate that that is the case,
because Mooroopna is a very needy community, a very disadvantaged community, and that local
centre does provide a lot of services. It is very disappointing to see that service in Mooroopna not be
able to, in a sense, have the resources to be able to go through what it needed to go through.
Bringing the Children’s Services Act 1996 in line with the national quality framework will reduce
confusion not just for operators of children and care services but around the training being provided
to students of children’s care services in the field, as the changes will bring the Children’s Legislation
Act into alignment with the national framework to reflect the learning given when you are on
placement.
It is vital for the sustainability of our smaller regional childcare centres to ensure that the administrative
costs do not outweigh the benefit of providing these services in our community. To lose the flexible
and occasional models of childcare services in our regional communities would be a great loss to
families who would then not be able to get that short-term support that occasional care gives them.
I have got a lot more to say, but time is running out. I think it is important to say that early childhood
and access to services in those early childhood years are important everywhere. Often in rural
communities we do have people who are not located close to their families and who do not have access
to that short-term support. Mooroopna in itself is a community that does suffer a lot of disadvantage,
but so does Shepparton and so does Numurkah, and indeed Tatura has its challenges too. It has been
able to provide a very successful service, and the increased funding that came through neighbourhood
houses last year has helped.
Mr CHEESEMAN (South Barwon) (12:04): It is with some pleasure that I rise this afternoon to
speak on the Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019. On reflecting on the elements of this
particular bill I thought I would put it into some pretty profound context, and that is that when it comes
to governments making investment in education, it is very typically my experience and observation
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that it is Labor governments that do that. It is Labor governments that step up to the plate and that
make those profound public policy changes that can make a real difference. Certainly in my time in
this place and my time involved in public policy the focus, I think, in many ways has shifted. The
focus of the Andrews Labor government has been on investing in our TAFE sector, making a
difference for young people who wish to access the skills that they need to access the jobs that are on
offer, and the other element of course has been investing in our youngest citizens to give them the
necessary skills to be able to do as well as possible when they enter primary school.
Like many people in this place, I am fortunate. I have two young boys. Isaac, the oldest, is 11, and he has
always found education enjoyable and he has always done pretty well with it. He has always been one
of the brighter lads in his class. My youngest son, Noah, has ADHD, and certainly having access to threeyear-old kinder and having the opportunity to socialise in long day care, short day care and kinder I think
made a profound difference for him and will make a profound difference for kids like him.
I was listening to the contribution made by the member for Essendon earlier this morning. He reflected
on the first 1000 days of a kid’s life, and I certainly share with him the observations that he made.
Investing in young people and giving them the tools to be able to engage is so important to make a
difference to that child’s experience. Making that early investment and giving those kids the
opportunity to remain engaged in the education sector is so very important.
There are of course two levels of government that take responsibility in so many ways for our
education system. It is not just the state government, it is also the federal government. Wherever
possible it makes profound sense that we have our public policy outcomes aligned as closely as
possible to make it as easy as possible for the sector to deliver those public policy outcomes, and this
bill in so many ways of course goes to that. Unfortunately, though, on this particular journey, at this
stage the Andrews Labor government has not got a particularly strong partnership with the Morrison
government on three-year-old kinder. I hope as they move through their current political cycle that
they make the decision in due course to very much partner with the Andrews Labor government to
help provide the resources necessary to add to our kinder system throughout this state.
Often the Andrews Labor government’s political enemies accuse us of being very much focused on
metropolitan Melbourne and the regional centres, and they accuse us of not being interested in or
engaged with rural Victoria. In looking through the elements in this bill and at the rollout plan for
three-year-old kinder, I think the approach of the Andrews government very much busts that myth.
We have not started to deploy this program in metropolitan Melbourne or in the large regional centres;
in fact we are starting in rural Victoria. We know that those communities, like all communities, know
the value of three-year-old kinder, and we know that country Victorians—practical and pragmatic
people—will want to partner with our government to deliver this profound education reform.
As I said earlier, I have two young boys, with only three years difference in age, but in reflecting on
where they were at at the same point in life, certainly my youngest got a lot more benefit out of threeyear-old kinder. He needed that further assistance, the opportunity to bond with other kids and the
opportunity to engage with first-class kinder teachers, which gave him the leg-up he needed to ensure
that when he hit primary school he had the resilience and the skills to engage with his classmates and
not be left behind, which might have been the consequence if he had not had that profound early
opportunity.
To deploy this profound education change, it is one thing to have the great idea that this needs to
happen, but you need to back it up with the dollars required. You need to have the budget discipline
to deliver the money required to put in place the infrastructure to support those kinders, to have those
additional kids within that kindergarten environment, and of course to invest in the kinder teachers to
ensure they have the skills necessary to deliver this profound difference. That is what we have done
by having the budget discipline and by having the foresight to make these very profound investments.
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This is a billion-dollar journey. It is a billion-dollar journey, though, that is a future investment in the
productivity of this state to ensure that every young Victorian can get the absolute most out of their
education. Giving every kid that early start in life is so very important to the future of our state, and it
is so important to the contribution that those people might make to the state of Victoria. I commend
this profound reform to the Parliament.
Ms RICHARDS (Cranbourne) (12:14): It is with great pleasure that I rise to speak on a bill that
covers one of my favourite policy areas—education. It does not get any better than reform in early
childhood education. I take this opportunity at the beginning to commend the Deputy Premier and
Minister for Education for his reformist approach to education, fighting so hard for our kids, ensuring
there are huge investments in our littlest community members, and battling it out for Victoria’s fair
share. I would also like to give credit to the Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood Education
and member for Carrum. She has this passion to do the heavy lifting, ensuring the reforms this
government is undertaking benefit those who need it most.
I am always so grateful to have the opportunity to contribute to a debate on any reforms that enhance
our state’s early childhood system. The Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019 takes a
commonsense approach that will align the Children’s Services Act 1996 with the national quality
framework. This government is getting on with making sure we provide a consistent approach across
the state and national systems for our children.
It is a long time since my children were in early childhood services, but just like many Victorians I
used a range of services for my kids, including a community kindergarten run through the local
council, and family day care, run by a wonderful woman called Jackie Chan, who also taught my
daughter to speak Chinese—although I think Sophie has lost that skill now. I used long day care when
I was working in the city; my parents, the children’s grandparents, helped out; and occasional care for
when I returned to do some postgraduate study.
This bill before us helps the sector and therefore parents, carers and children by simplifying
arrangements and ensuring more consistent minimum standards. It reduces red tape, provides
consistency for families, ensures equity and enables efficiencies, because that is what we do. This bill
before us today reduces the administrative burden and any risk of confusion that may come from
working under both systems. This bill also increases confidence for those hardworking service
providers that there is equity across the sector. It is a commonsense approach. Streamlining our early
education system across sectors will drive improvements in quality in early childhood services.
Of course this is a Labor government, so there has been significant consultation on this bill. That has
included important stakeholders like the Municipal Association of Victoria, the Early Learning
Association Australia, the Community Child Care Association, the YMCA and Neighbourhood
Houses Victoria. What did those opposite do when they had their hands on the levers? They kicked
the can on everything except the opportunity to cut. This government does not just observe a problem,
as the Premier said in question time. This is a government that gets on with reform, and this bill before
us is a fine example of this reform.
I have spoken before in this place about early childhood education and the many years I spent on
kinder committees. I have spoken before and will again about the importance of our commitment to
three-year-old kinder, one of the great reforms of this government and an opportunity for us to make
sure that our littlest people get the best start in life and that families have the same opportunity to give
their children the best start in life regardless of their bank balance. This government has prioritised our
youngest Victorians because we know that is where we can make a real difference. And what a
commitment: $5 billion over the next decade will be invested in giving kids the chance to have access
to a high-quality start to their educational journey, because the evidence is crystal clear. Researchers
are unified in demonstrating that quality, play-based learning is a powerful way to support children’s
learning and development. These benefits last not just into the school years but well beyond.
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I was so pleased earlier this week to hear the Minister for Crime Prevention, who is also Minister for
Corrections, Minister for Youth Justice and Minister for Victim Support, speak about the importance
of the early years. I see the work that the minister does in his portfolio as demonstrating a great
difference between this side of the chamber and those on the opposition benches. Earlier this week when
the Minister for Youth Justice responded to a question, I reflected again on the great philosophical
divide between those on the other side of the chamber and this government. We see the type of reform
in early childhood education as a key to giving a person the best start in life that is enduring.
I would like to quote the Australian Early Development Census which advises that evidence about a
person’s success, health and emotional wellbeing have their roots in early childhood. I would like to
further acknowledge that they have indicated that caring and supportive environments in early
childhood development increase the success of a child’s transition to school but that the impact is
enduring into adulthood.
My voice is failing me a bit, and that is because I have been out and about dropping in and saying
hello to people. I have particularly enjoyed going back and visiting people I met last year, seeing how
they are going and checking if there is anything I can do. I did that a lot late last week, and I can tell
you that access to early childhood education was absolutely front and centre in the minds of people in
my community.
Three-year-old kinder is also a philosophical policy area that means that people in the Cranbourne
community, including potentially those who would not otherwise be able to afford it, can get their kids
into quality preschool education, and people have noticed our reform.
There is nothing more heartbreaking for a parent than not being able to afford the best for your
children, knowing that your child would be so much better equipped if they could go to kinder and get
access to occasional care. One woman said she hated watching her neighbour’s little ones head off to
three-year-old kinder and to recognise that that was a choice that she was unable to make because she
had to make a choice between food and education. These are awful decisions.
We have changed that, and in Cranbourne people voted overwhelmingly to support three-year-old
kinder when they arrived at the ballot box last November. Cranbourne is a young community, so this
was a policy area that was front and centre in the minds of people I represent, and continues to be. The
reform before me could not make me or the community I represent happier.
I love to wake to the sound of kids getting ready for their day. People who have chosen to make
Cranbourne home have come from other suburbs and from other countries, and I loved the way the
member for Sydenham spoke about those squishy faces—that was a beautiful image. Many of the
people in my community have told me they chose to move to Australia, and more particularly to
Victoria, for the future of their children. They chose our state for our top-notch education system and
because they want to give their kids the best chance. Many of the families in my community come
from places where access to education was limited, including the wonderful community members who
hail from South Sudan. Of course I am fortunate to have many newly arrived people whose heritage
is Afghani. Cranbourne is also home to our optimistic diaspora from the Subcontinent.
We are all united in our desire for the best, but when it comes to people who are coming from other
countries and where English is their second language, early childhood education is particularly
important. We are all united in our desire for the best for our children. We have such an important
record on early childhood education. There are going to be regional local government areas that are
going to be the first to benefit from this extraordinary reform, and by 2022 children in my community
will have access to 5 hours of subsidised kinder before it is rolled out fully in 2029, because we take a
strategic approach.
I would like to give a shout-out to those friends I made when my children were first in kinder: Beth
Barclay, Janine Callanan and Leann Cairnduff. Those friendships and that sense of being part of a
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community are so incredibly precious. Those women also spent time at the local neighbourhood centre
on the committee of management making sure that at a time when there were cuts from the
commonwealth there were women able to access occasional care while they were also accessing
services and family violence support. This legislation before us will streamline the processes for the
many people who are working to make sure that this care is available.
In the last minute I have left I would like to take the opportunity to thank the educators at Marriot
Waters Family and Children’s Centre in Lyndhurst and the Fairhaven Kindergarten in Cranbourne
West for their extraordinary hospitality when I joined them with the member for Carrum in her role as
the Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood Education recently. I would also like to thank our
educators in other centres across Cranbourne, such as the educators at Selandra Kindergarten, Bowen
Street Kindergarten, Carlisle Park Kindergarten and Rangebank Kindergarten. I tip my hat to the Hunt
Club Children’s Centre, Livingston Kindergarten, Arbourlea Kindergarten, Mayone-Bulluk
Kindergarten, Willora Kindergarten and the Lynbrook kinder. I am so proud of the work that our
educators do, and I am proud that we have added the diploma of early childhood education and care
and the certificate III in early childhood education and care to the free TAFE list.
I commend this bill. I recognise that this needs a speedy passage.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (12:24): Making cultural, generational and systemic change is
rare. It is tough and it takes a long time, but it is why Labor governments matter. This is another piece
of legislation that fits into a much bigger picture of what the government is trying to achieve. And in
the roles that I have as the Parliamentary Secretary for Medical Research and the Parliamentary
Secretary for Crime Prevention there is an issue that I am pursuing as well on how we examine the
social determinants of life: health, lifelong learning to give you skills and jobs and meaning, and then
opportunity. So we can think of a three-part Venn diagram and how they overlap, and this is really
how we can make these changes that are so significant.
I want to first of all impress the issue of health and make sure that the Parliament understands the
Generation Victoria, or GenV, project. This was funded in the budget, and I want to acknowledge the
Treasurer, the Minister for Health and the former Minister for Health, now the Attorney-General, for
being able to hang on to the money for this. Remember, we had a writedown of $5.2 billion in the
budget, the biggest writedown in history, but we still were able to get $116.5 million invested in
medical research—and the GenV project is one of the critical ones.
This is a world-first initiative. It is nearly $25 million and it was announced to help transform Victoria
into a living laboratory to ensure better health, development and wellbeing for Victorian children and
their families. The way it works is Generation Victoria, or GenV, aims to invite parents of all babies
born in 2020 and 2021 across the state to participate. Together they will create a holistic picture of the
health and wellbeing of Victorian children and uncover the causes of a broad range of conditions.
GenV has been made possible through a partnership with the Paul Ramsay Foundation over five years.
The partnership provides the platform and the infrastructure to do the research.
This means that we will be able to take blood samples from babies who are born and actually test for
the preconditions that they may have through their life. This is really important world-leading medical
research and discovery, and we will be able to target systemic change and improvement in populationwide health through this research. It means we will be able to connect the whole range of statewide
services and data that we have in place in Victoria and in doing that provide personalised support as
well as targeted preventions and better care for children and families. This is groundbreaking and of
international significance, and it will be statewide. It is the first time this kind of data has been brought
together as a statewide proposition anywhere in the world, and by doing this we will be enabling
solutions to diverse issues like obesity, allergies, infection, social exclusion, poor mental health and
learning and other chronic health conditions. So I do want to acknowledge the former Minister for
Health, now the Attorney-General, the current Minister for Health and the Premier as well, as a former
Minister for Health also.
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The history and tradition that we have in this state is that it has been bipartisan over a long period of
time. We have built up this infrastructure. But I think it is fair and accurate just to say that building up
the medical research in Victoria has been a matter of absolute pride and emblematic for the Australian
Labor Party. I would reflect back on previous premiers Steve Bracks and John Brumby for their
commitment to this as well and the ongoing work that both of them do. I think that is putting it in the
right frame for how we have evolved.
And what does this also do? In the last round of funding we got nearly 50 per cent of the funding from
the independent experts, the National Health and Medical Research Council, so the lion’s share goes
to the lion. We are trying to lead like the lion, and this allows us to advance these issues. This brings
the best and the brightest information to us in Victoria, and then we can filter it down through the
Royal Children’s Hospital, the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute and the other sophisticated
entities that we have in Victoria—so that is how we then make sure we get the elegant science and the
results and we improve children’s lives. So that is a really important part of the bigger-picture equation
that we go on to: how do we take care of children and how do we improve their chances in life?
Another point within this is how we look at lifelong learning. That becomes the next proposition. We
have got the three-year-old kinder; that is a fantastic life-changing opportunity. We just need to make
sure that children in areas of disadvantage actually get access to this opportunity too, because they are
the ones who need it the most and who history says do not connect up or do not know how to connect
up—particularly if you are in a community like the one I represent, which is virtually the United
Nations in one neighbourhood, with people from 160 different nationalities. So that is the next
connector that we need to actually make sure we can deliver.
You give these steps, but how do you monitor what is going on with lifelong learning? How do you
actually see that mums are being taken care of as early as they can? How do you make the connection
then to preschool reading, to the centres—maternal and childcare—and to three-year-old
kindergartens, and then follow them through their phase of life and trace their life story as individuals,
as families and as communities? We passed a piece of legislation in the last Parliament to actually get
better coordination on technology and data mining. This is really important because you can actually
use this to help and change the opportunities for children right throughout our state.
Then we actually look at where do we need that most. We need to focus then on these communities
that get left behind. How do we make sure that we are addressing what happens in these communities
and considering the place-based disadvantage issue? How do we then target the resources—make it
personal, make it for a family and make it for a community—and fast-track people at that stage? There
are certain times in life—like teenage boys at 15—that are vulnerable times. So how do we actually
focus on them? Are they in a team or a gang? Right? Why don’t we get them into sport?
Sport is a good thing, so I want to thank the Treasurer for the field of dreams for Melbourne Storm
that we just got organised through the Hume City Council and that is going to be built in
Broadmeadows. That is a really big thing for the community that I represent, and we know that sport
in particular can be the social glue within communities. It helps networks, but then on an individual
level it also helps discipline. You are part of a team. You are making a contribution to something that
is bigger than yourself, and you are committed to a cause. So it works in a whole range of ways.
Whether you are a boy or a girl or where you come from is irrelevant. It is about your character, and
it puts that to the test. So that is what we are trying to do as a government as well.
Just to also look at the data and the data mining and how we assess that, I chaired a conference on
this—the crime prevention, data and technology forum—in the Hume Global Learning Centre in
Broadmeadows last week to actually look at how we respond creatively to the social determinants of
life and how we connect the disconnected. I got the bureaucrats and everybody else to actually come
to Broadmeadows because of a story that I wrote in the year 2000 in the Herald Sun called ‘Broady’s
world’. It went to these issues:
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Linking community, business and government, more people can share the benefits of economic growth.

That is particularly important, particularly where you need it. And:
The biggest divide in Australia is not between the philosophies of the Liberal and Labor parties.
It’s between people who are informed and those who feel disconnected and forgotten.

That was the year 2000—nearly 20 years ago now—when that was written. We know what the issues
are. Insanity is repeating the same thing over and over again and expecting a different result. This is a
government that is big picture, that drives change and that will make it cultural, generational and
systemic. This is another piece of legislation that fits into that big picture.
Mr FREGON (Mount Waverley) (12:34): What serendipity it is to have the Parliamentary
Secretary for Schools sitting there as we talk about this sensational bill—the Children’s Services
Amendment Bill 2019. I would like to start by giving a big special thanks to the Deputy Premier and
Minister for Education for the excellent work he and his office have not only done but are continuing
to do on this bill also by building and continuing to deliver the Education State.
This bill introduces an overarching framework to regulate all children’s services from long day care,
family day care and preschool to outside hours school care and of course occasional care as well. It
brings those services into line so that our Children’s Services Act 1996 is aligned with the national
quality framework. That is about 8 per cent of our early childcare services.
This creates a simplified regulatory framework for all Victorian early childhood services, no matter
which regime they fall under. The key benefit of this is that simplification. I think we can all agree that
less administration where it is not needed is better for all businesses and that the more time our early
childhood educators are spending with the kids instead of in the office doing the paperwork the better
for all our kids.
A number of years ago, before I entered Parliament, I dipped my toes into the democracy of
community-run kindergartens as president for two years at Pinewood Preschool, which is just in my
area. I will say that it was a very good apprenticeship for politics, being the president of a communityrun kindergarten. So I would like to give a big shout-out to the director of the kindergarten, Debbie
Brereton, and her whole team—Kirsty, Gayle, Gabe and Jeannine—and another woman, Rae, who
worked at Pinewood for decades and who retired last year. I am sure she is very missed down there.
Whilst I am at it, I would also like to give a shout-out to a local constituent of mine by the name of
Asher Newton, who has been president there for I think the last three or four years, and before that he
was on the committee. I think as I left he joined, so he has been there six years volunteering to help
this great kindergarten run. A big shout-out to Asher and all the committee members for all the years
that this place has run since, I think, the 1960s.
I know the importance of ensuring early childhood services have strong but simple frameworks mainly
because when I was president in 2011 was when the federal Gillard government, if I remember the
year properly, brought in the transition to the national quality framework (NQF), with which this bill
aligns our occasional care services, and also the 15 hours universal access for four-year-old
kindergarten kids. That was a fantastic initiative. We went from just state funding to also federal
funding and the state and federal governments working together to provide that year for four-year-old
kids. Now, the 15 hours is evidence based and we know how it benefits our kids. So the visionary
initiative of doing something similar for our three-year-olds is a fantastic goal that we will achieve,
and I am sure we know that the Deputy Premier, the Minister for Education, will deliver as we go
forward. We are looking very, very keenly towards 2022, when we will get our five years of subsidised
three-year-old kinder in Mount Waverley.
I guess as a father of three, I have had three kids go through three-year-old kinder. The member for
South Barwon made mention too of his son. When his son went to three-year-old kinder, there were
aspects that were recognised, including that having that extra year of kinder not only provided
information for the parents but also assisted in mixing socially. That one extra year can make a lifetime
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of difference. With my own son Lindsay it was noted in his third year at kinder that he had some
sensory elevations—I guess that is the word—and that was something, once noted, we could work on.
The earlier that you can manage some of these things and help your child, the better the life they lead.
So I am very grateful to the staff at Pinewood, as I mentioned, for assistance in that area. Lindsay is a
great little kid, and we are all very proud. So I think that extra year being provided as we go forward
with universal access to it is fantastic.
The member for Cranbourne also mentioned in her fantastic contribution before the cost of three-yearold kinder. Previously when my kids went to three-year-old kinder the cost of 5 hours of three-yearold kinder was basically equivalent to the cost of the 15 hours of four-year-old kinder. So I can well
imagine there would be many families where the decision is, although they would love to send their
kids to three-year-old kinder, they just cannot. Again, those families will benefit greatly from our
rolling out universal three-year-old kinder.
This bill does some work in the licensing of the Victorian children’s services regime, and it aligns that
with the Education and Care Services National Law. It adopts the relevant objectives and guiding
principles to align our act more closely with the national law, with the primary focus always being on
the quality of education and developmental outcomes as well as the safety, health and wellbeing of
our children.
I would just like to also mention again the volunteers who work in our kinders—the parents who turn
up in our community kinders; the committees, whether they be cluster managed or not—and the
amount of work that goes in. We have a fantastic program coming; we are funding it. If I look down
here, I think we have got $1 billion of investment. We have got significant money in the state budget,
so we can thank the Treasurer for finding all this with the help of the Deputy Premier: $475 million
for early childhood infrastructure and $92 million to support early childhood teachers and for more
professional development and scholarships. These are significant figures, but the hours that our
volunteers do are crucial and our kinders, especially our community-run kinders, would not function
without them. Year after year they turn up.
One of the other community kinders in my areas is Highmount kinder. Lou Skepper is the president
down there and she has been there a number of years. Now, they went to cluster management and they
came back. She has done some excellent work. I was very happy to be down there earlier in the year
to open up their brand-new inclusive space through the inclusive kindergarten facilities grant. They
got $114 000 for that. It is a fantastic space. The whole place looks so much better and the kids love
it. It is fantastic.
All of our kinders work so hard. Earlier in the year I was joined by the Parliamentary Secretary for
Early Childhood Education, the member for Carrum, and we went to Essex Heights Juniors and saw
their fantastic program, because the NQF had just awarded them with ‘exceeding expectations’. The
quality is there. The work from our government and the focus on our children’s lives for today and
tomorrow is there. This is the Education State. Even though this bill may be a little dry in the actual
technicalities that it works on, it allows for the next 10 years of development that this government will
push and see and manage in our fantastic Education State. We are going to be the first in Australia to
introduce kinder for every three-year-old, giving our littlest Victorians the best possible start in life. I
commend this bill to the house.
Mr McGHIE (Melton) (12:44): I rise today to make a contribution on the Children’s Services
Amendment Bill 2019. The purpose of this bill aligns the Children’s Services Act 1996 with the
national quality framework, and as previously noted in other contributions, the majority of education
and care services in Victoria are regulated under the national quality framework. This framework
covers long day care, family day care, preschool and outside school hours care services. The remaining
services, mostly occasional care services, are regulated under the Victorian Children’s Services Act.
These services are usually short-time care. We know that early childhood education is important for
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development and to give our children the best start in life to achieve through their whole-of-life
education journey.
I think it is important to take some time now to highlight just some of the things that this Andrews
Labor government has achieved in the early childhood space. We are of course known as the Education
State, and of course we on this side of the house well know that education does not just start when we
dress our kids up in their uniforms on the first day of school to start prep. We know that an early
childhood education is essential to give every child the best start they need in their education journey.
This is important for all children but of course particularly important in our diverse multicultural
community of Victoria. Giving children from migrant and refugee families, like the many families in
my electorate of Melton, a quality early childhood education helps those children have the best start
in preparation for their primary school education and beyond.
It can also help their parents and caregivers connect and be a part of their wider community. Often in
a preschool or childcare environment parents of many cultures interact with others as their children
form friendships and connections that cross cultural barriers. Parents who were born in the Sudan talk
and interact with another parent, whose family trace their heritage in Australia back a number of
generations, at the birthday party of their children’s friend, whose parents emigrated from Vietnam.
The first steps of truly multicultural societies come from understanding others, the seeds of which are
often sown when our children start in early education. That is just another reason why this government
values this policy area so much. I should say that I was out at Al Iman school last Friday to open up
an extension of their early childhood centre, to which the government contributed over $300 000. That
early childhood centre has grown from seven kids to 42 kids in a very short period of time. It was a
great pleasure and honour for me to go and open up that centre last week.
The 2019–20 state budget delivered our commitment to reforming early childhood education with a
record $1 billion investment. We well know that this includes more than $880 million to begin the
rollout of funded three-year-old kinder. This progressive reform to childhood education will start in
2020 and expand further in 2021 and 2022. By 2029 Victoria will see a full rollout of 5 hours of
subsidised kinder across this state. This program will see almost 1000 new and expanded facilities
delivered, in the process contributing to creating construction jobs. The huge advantage of this
investment is that it is not located in just one region or area. We will see this investment right across
the state, including in my electorate of Melton.
The budget included $475 million for early childhood infrastructure because this government does not
just deliver quality education; we are known for creating jobs, like the 6000 new early childhood
education jobs that the rollout of three-year-old kinder will create. Over the next four years we will
see $160 million to deliver school readiness funding for three- and four-year-old kinder. This
investment will have a lasting impact in communities like my community in the Melton electorate.
We on this side deliver education, we deliver infrastructure, we deliver jobs. We do not just talk about
jobs and growth: we get on and we actually deliver it. Last November right across this state the good
people of Victoria saw that we were committed to the things that we need in this state. They did not
just hear us talking about things like education, infrastructure, health and jobs. They saw that we got
on and delivered them.
The people of Victoria knew we were committed to three-year-old kinder because when we took that
policy to the election they knew that this government would deliver it. They also knew that they could
not trust those opposite because when it comes to investing in early childhood education they knew
that those opposite could not and would not deliver it. They knew that because of the coalition’s record
last time they had the privilege of government. Two of their four budgets spent zero on kinder capital
infrastructure. In the last four years when they were in government they only spent $37 million on
kinder capital infrastructure in total.
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Mr Wakeling: On a point of order, Acting Speaker, I know the member is speaking broadly on the
bill, but I think it is about time for him to come back and talk to the bill and not use it as an opportunity
to talk about the opposition.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Richardson): I will just rule on the point of order. This has been
on both sides broadly covered, and having listened to a number of members’ contributions, every
member has contributed in this way. I will continue to listen to the member for Melton, and I will ask
him to continue.
Mr McGHIE: Thank you, Acting Speaker. There is $475 million set aside by this Andrews Labor
government for early childhood education infrastructure in the 2019–20 state budget. This Minister
for Education and this Treasurer actually value the education of the children in Victoria. This
amendment bill, although not particularly exciting on the face of it, is another sign that this government
values early childhood education in the many forms that it is delivered.
Occasional care for children is one form that can provide a really important link to early childhood
education for those who do not access more traditional forms of child care, especially those in rural
communities. This legislation gives us an opportunity to make sure that even occasional care for
children is giving them a quality start in life by linking them to the national quality framework.
Simplifying things and cutting red tape is a key point of this bill. This bill will make things easier to
understand and avoid confusion for those providing early childhood services here in Victoria. It also
helps deliver more consistent services for those accessing early childhood education.
Another benefit of this amendment bill is that better, more consistent and efficient guidelines and
powers are provided for regulatory authorities. Great care has been taken to make sure no burden or
costs to service providers occur. This government has a track record in creating jobs. Ensuring the
removal of red tape and removing burdens on businesses are some of the ways that the Andrews Labor
government continues to deliver for Victoria. Transitioning to the new licensing system will be made
easier for providers, and if for any reason early childcare providers have any difficulty with the
proposed system, support from the Department of Education and Training will be available.
As previously stated in earlier contributions, this bill will align the current children’s services licensing
in the act with the Education and Care Services National Law. There are a number of areas where this
amendment bill will align with the national law and quality framework, streamlining a number of areas
and strengthening other areas like the ability to prohibit individuals from working in children’s services
if they are at risk of harming children—something that I think we can all agree is a good thing. There
are new offences like, as previously mentioned, operating a service without a nominated supervisor.
However, many offences such as inadequately supervising children obviously remain the same.
On this side of the house we do what it takes to protect children here in Victoria. It may be by
strengthening regulations around child care or by passing legislation like we passed here in this house
not long ago to ensure religious institutions protect children under their care. This government does
the hard work and makes the tough decisions to get things done.
I would like to acknowledge the great work that our early childhood educators do in preparing our
little ones for their futures. We cannot thank them enough for their commitment and dedication to our
little ones in our communities. This government values education, this government values our children
and this government continues to deliver for all Victorians to improve our services. I commend this
bill to the house.
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) (12:53): I am delighted to rise and speak on this bill, the Children’s
Services Amendment Bill 2019, and I echo the sentiments expressed in the house by this side. This is
an important bill. It is a bill that will provide a consistent licensing framework for all Victorian early
childhood education and care services.
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My electorate of St Albans, as many would know, is the most multicultural and diverse community, I
say, in Victoria. Just recently we have been absolutely ecstatic with the opening of the new Joan Kirner
Women’s and Children’s Hospital, a hospital that is providing first-class medical services, support and
health to many, many patients, including children, in the west. Our government has made a
commitment to a very comprehensive approach when it comes to children’s learning and development
because we understand the importance of early development and the investment that should be made
in the early years. We all know that the first 1000 days of a child’s development are absolutely critical.
We understand that supporting families even before a child is born is absolutely critical as well. I was
extremely pleased to hear some of the responses from parents at the Joan Kirner Women’s and
Children’s Hospital about the baby bundle providing first-time parents with the information and
resources that they need when it comes to the health, wellbeing and development of their babies. It has
been absolutely welcomed in my community, in particular with the first-time parents. We understand,
and that is why our government has provided close to $213 million when it comes to parenting
packages alone. We are not just starting at the kindergarten and preschool levels, we are actually
starting from way beyond that and investing in that first 1000 days that we understand is critical.
As we all know, our government before the election promised to roll out three-year-old kinder. We
have said that we will and that is exactly what we are doing. This is an $880 million package to begin
the rollout of three-year-old kinders through the system and through our communities. In particular
we are also providing that historic reform that we desperately required in Victoria. It is not easy
undertaking Victoria’s biggest early education build—and that is exactly what this is. It is investing
and creating those opportunities and most of all expanding 1000 new kindergarten facilities across
Victoria. Most importantly it is creating 6000 new early childhood education jobs, and that is critical
as well to our economy and to our communities.
We all know that preschool and kinder are about bringing communities together and about bringing
parents and carers together. It is not just a place where parents or carers drop their child, it is a place
that distils the foundations in our children’s journeys across their lives. Our government has made it
very, very clear—and at the centre point—that Victorian parents have access to an array of early years
programs, including maternal and child health services, child care, early childhood intervention, family
support services, playgrounds and kindergarten programs, which we are supporting.
Next week I will have the pleasure of opening the upgraded Alexandra Avenue Children’s Centre in
Sunshine. We will be officially opening this facility. The Andrews Labor government of course
invested in this project and it is providing kindergarten and childcare services for Sunshine, and of
course it is a precinct that provides maternal and child health services.
I want to also make reference to and thank all of my providers, and in particular the Brimbank
Preschool Association in St Albans for their level of service and their level of commitment at BPA
Children’s Services under the leadership of CEO Steve Sutton. These providers have just done such a
tremendous job across my electorate of St Albans in areas such Ardeer, Albion, Sunshine, St Albans,
Kealba and Keilor Downs. They have really invested not only in their facilities, working hand in hand
with the state government and Brimbank council, but also in their educators. I have had the opportunity
of touring and visiting all of the centres and I see smiles from the kids, from the educators and from
the parents. I think the funding that we have done, which has been minor, has gone a long way in those
particular centres. So I want to thank all of the local educators, parents and families for all of their
work in this area in providing the services.
Of course I cannot go on without mentioning Acacia Children’s Centre in St Albans. As I said earlier
on at the beginning of my statement, my electorate is the most multicultural and diverse centre, I
believe, in Victoria. This particular childcare centre has a very strong Vietnamese community and they
do very hard work, but recently they have begun running a Japanese language program as well.
Sitting suspended 1.00 pm until 2.02 pm.
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Ms SULEYMAN: As I was saying, the Acacia Children’s Centre in St Albans is teaching the
Japanese language, and we have the Jigsaw preschool teaching various other languages as well. There
is no doubt the commitment to service and development in my electorate provided by the kindergartens
across my electorate is one I fully commend.
As I was just saying, the Jigsaw Childcare Centre is teaching Auslan programs to the kids. So my
electorate’s kindergartens and preschools have really embraced the language program. Just recently I
celebrated together with Polish community 65 years of the St Albans Polish school teaching Polish in
St Albans.
But getting back to the bill, I think this is a bill that really does demonstrate the commitment of the
Andrews Labor government. We are not only investing in early years development but we are also
investing in kinder, which is extremely important. I know in my community the continuous promotion
to families to understand the true value of kindergarten and preschool development is so important. I
did not have that opportunity when I was growing up but I know that my community will have the
opportunities that will shape their future. This is what this government is doing for the kids in my
electorate and their families. It is about providing the important foundations so that they can have the
appropriate learning and development programs, most importantly throughout kindergarten and
preschool and then moving on to primary and secondary school. We have seen a significant investment
by this government and today we will make sure that we align the Children’s Services Act 1996 with
the national quality framework to provide a consistent licensing framework for all Victorian early
childhood education and care services.
Again I take this opportunity to thank the hardworking early educators who really do support our kids
every single day throughout every centre in my electorate of St Albans. You do a fantastic job. We are
extremely proud of our kindergartens and also the service providers, in particular BPA, who have done
an exceptional job in St Albans. I am extremely proud of the work that they do. In particular their
embrace of language programs in kindergartens has been absolutely exciting for my electorate because
we value languages, we value developmental programs and we value the sense of learning and making
sure that those appropriate foundations are set very, very early on in their developmental stage. I
commend the bill to the house.
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (14:05): I am very pleased to rise to speak on the Children’s Services
Amendment Bill 2019. Following on from the member for St Albans, I would also like to pay my
absolute respect to all of the early childhood service workers in Yuroke, whether that be in our terrific
kinders, whether that be in our day care centres, whether that be our family day centres—any of those
services. Regardless of where they are run from, I think they all do a terrific job.
I reflect on that very, very long time ago now when I had to make a decision to find somewhere to put
my son into child care. Initially he went to a long day carer, and she did a fantastic job. She was a
wonderful woman and she took that role incredibly seriously. You did not take your child there to be
minded for the day. You did not take your child there to just be babysat, for want of a better word,
while you were off doing something else. These carers do a terrific job, and they do a terrific job by
recognising that from the get-go these are little sponges that they have in their care and they absorb
everything that you put before them, so starting that educational component early is always better. I
remain incredibly grateful for the service that both the family day care provider provided for my son
as well as the long day care that was then required when I was taking on other duties that meant I was
not able to be there for him during the day. Some of those days are quite long days. Some of those
days do not finish until you collect them at 6 o’clock, and it is really important to know that the
standard is high and that these are quality services. That is what I was very fortunate to have.
Turning to the details of this bill, the objective of the bill is to align the Children’s Services Act 1996
with the national quality framework, where appropriate, to provide a consistent licensing framework
for all Victorian early childhood education and care services. The bill will amend the Children’s
Services Act to achieve consistency in terminology with the Education and Care Services National
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Law and introduce objectives and guiding principles that align with the national law; align assessment
and approvals processes for premises and services by including a one-step service approval process
and by providing for perpetual licences; align operational requirements for services such as notification
of incidents and complaints and the provision of an early childhood program based on an approved
learning framework; and align offence, monitoring and compliance provisions with the more
comprehensive framework contained in the national law.
Children’s services will not be assessed and quality rated against the national quality standard, and the
bill will make transitional arrangements to ensure that providers who currently operate under the
Children’s Services Act and/or the national law can smoothly transition into the newly aligned scheme.
Once again this goes to demonstrating how important early childhood is to this government. There is
an absolute mountain of work that is being done to provide support to early childhood services and
early childhood learning, such as the children’s facilities capital grants program, which is a terrific
program. Local preschools in Yuroke have received over $80 000 from this program for new laptops
and tablets as well as capital works for new offices and rest rooms. These include the $10 000
refurbishment works at Attwood Childcare Centre and Kindergarten; funds for IT equipment at
Malcolm Creek Preschool, Craigieburn Child and Family Centre, KU Craigieburn Children’s Centre,
Craigieburn Global Learning Centre and Hilton Street Preschool—all terrific services in my electorate.
We are providing school readiness funding to support programs that improve children’s language
development, social and emotional resilience and support access and inclusion in kindergarten.
Kindergarten services through this funding will be able to tap into the expertise of speech and
occupational therapists, language and literacy professionals and child psychologists. In the Yuroke
electorate 25 services will share in just short of $810 000 of school readiness funding. This funding
will be making sure that our early childhood learners get the best start as they take the next step in their
education.
We are also supporting early childhood services by providing an additional 300 scholarships to
aspiring kinder teachers, as well as $9000 incentives to support early childhood teachers to move to
areas where three-year-old kinder is rolling out. That is important for two reasons. One, it shows our
utmost respect and regard for kinder teachers. We want to encourage them. We want more of them.
They are terrific, and certainly we want the best to come forward and do that. But the three-year-old
kinder initiative is again reinforcing that the earlier you start the education component of care the better
the outcomes are. We do recognise the importance of this early childhood learning. We recognise the
benefits of accessing that earlier. That is why over the next decade every Victorian child will have
access to a full 15 hours of three-year-old kinder a week. That is a terrific initiative. It is a very bold
initiative. It is going to take some time to roll out, but the benefits that that program alone will derive
will be enormous.
We recognise, support and celebrate the work of the childcare sector throughout the state with the
Victorian Early Years Awards. These acknowledge early childhood services, professionals and
organisations and the crucial work that they do to support our littlest Victorians. We support access to
early childhood services through the inclusive kindergarten facilities program, which helps to improve
classrooms and playgrounds, including inclusive education equipment such as movable
wheelchair-access ramps and adjustable tables and chairs. Again, we are doing this from our earliest
years so that this access and inclusivity is happening from the get-go.
Of course there is the early childhood languages program that I heard the member for St Albans speak
so fondly about, and I agree with her wholeheartedly. In Yuroke six services have signed up to
commence this program of providing 3 hours per week in the kinder program where the children learn
in another language. The Annadale Community Centre, the Bluebird Way Child and Family Centre,
the Craigieburn Child and Family Centre, the Craigieburn Early Childhood Services Centre, the
KU Craigieburn Children’s Centre and the Pembroke Crescent Preschool Centre are all going to be
rolling out the Arabic language as part of the early childhood languages program.
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As a growth area Yuroke is also benefiting from the $1.6 billion-plus of investment that this
government is making in new kindergartens and expanded kinder services. We have done a lot of this
work in partnership with Hume City Council. It is a terrific partnership, and I am very grateful for the
relationship that we have with them. We have already opened the Annadale community hub, the
Newbury community centre and the Kalkallo interim kindergarten, which is a terrific $1.9 million
centre, of which we contributed $925 000. It will service many of those new families in the northern
growth area of my electorate while they are waiting for the $5.7 million Cloverton South community
hub, which is currently underway, to open in 2021.
Most recently we opened the just short of $8 million Aitken Hill Community Centre, to which we
contributed $1.6 million. This is a terrific facility. I enjoy visiting this facility because it has been done
in a way that is light and bright. It has beautiful rammed-earth walls, lots of windows and exposed
timber, and the three kindergarten rooms there are full of these very excited little people who are
clearly quite happy and enjoying that space immensely. And we have got more facilities underway.
The Greenvale integrated children’s hub, which includes a $1.6 million contribution from this
government, is adjacent to Greenvale West Primary School, which will open in 2021. Like the Aitken
Hill centre, which is adjacent to Aitken Hill Primary School, we are creating these education and early
childhood hubs where parents and families will not be needing to do two drop-offs in two distinct
areas across the community; these are adjacent, side by side—early learning following on to primary
school learning.
The Merrifield West northern community hub is another one that is coming up, and we have
contributed $1.55 million towards that. The Merrifield West northern community hub will, funnily
enough, be right near Merrifield West Primary School, which will be opening in 2021 also. Again,
those two facilities are servicing an area to the north of my electorate which is growing so rapidly.
There are many, many families there; there are many more to come. They will all get immense use
from these facilities.
I welcome the investment of this government, and I commend this bill to the house.
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (14:15): I rise to speak on the Children’s Services Amendment
Bill 2019. I have to say it has been absolutely wonderful to be sitting here today in this place and
listening to the acknowledgement of the hard work and the most valuable work that the early childhood
educators in our community deliver to our children. I have to say it means something to me personally
because my mum, my sister and my mother-in-law all have qualifications and are currently working
or have worked as early childhood educators. In fact I grew up in a town that my mum helped raise,
and that is because she was the local family day care mum, and she was called ‘Mum’ for over a
decade by so many of the children from my home town.
Mum worked tirelessly from home helping raise Kingscliff’s—my home town—future generations.
And I say she worked tirelessly because, let us face it, working with children, caring for them, teaching
them and guiding them in their early years is not an easy task. And decades on my mum is still working
in a caring profession. She did a TAFE course and retrained in aged care, and she currently works for
Bupa. We have all been listening to the stories coming out about Bupa’s nursing homes, and I am not
here today to talk about their record in aged care. But I do have to say that Mum spends her shifts
caring for the elderly, people with dementia mostly, and if there is one thing our aged-care workers
and our early childhood educators share, it is that they are some of the most poorly paid workers in
our community. Yet the contribution they make to our lives, whether it is to the elderly, whether it is
to people with dementia or whether it is to our children, is absolutely extraordinary.
As the member for Sandringham has worked out, we all have children, and as my mum pointed out—
Ms Green: He is a smart boy.
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Ms CONNOLLY: He certainly is. And we all get old. It is people in these professions, mostly
women—let us face it, they are mostly women—who offer the care, the love and the kindness that our
children and the elderly need and benefit from. I say to those opposite, and I notice that there are very
few of them in the chamber right now, that these workers not only deserve our utmost respect and our
gratitude but they deserve a decent pay rise.
More locally, in my electorate of Tarneit childcare workers make up approximately 4.1 per cent of the
suburb of Tarneit’s working population. There are a lot of these incredible workers, again most of
them women, living within the community, a community that is giving birth to over 100 babies every
single week. As a result of this government’s impressive commitment to early childhood education,
employment in this industry is expected to increase. Already we have committed an unprecedented
$1 billion in this year’s budget towards early childhood education, of which $880 million is going to
go towards the rollout of three-year-old kinder, because let us face it, every child deserves the best
start in life. By 2022 every three-year-old across the state will have access to 5 hours a week of kinder
subsidised by this government. By 2029 this number will increase to 15 hours a week. This will also
result in an extra 6000 jobs in early child care. This dedication shown by our Labor government is in
stark contrast to those opposite, who spent next to nothing on kinder infrastructure.
In my electorate alone there are at least 150 different early learning centres, whether they are
kindergartens, learning and development centres, family day cares or before- and after-school care
providers, and they do an important job in our community by looking after our kids while we are at
work. For the most part they do a good job. In the year that I have been the member for Tarneit I have
had many interactions with the early learning centres in my community. Recently I even had the
wonderful member for Carrum join me at one of the centres in Tarneit where we were lucky enough
to sit in on a lesson that was conducted entirely in Punjabi. The member for Carrum and I sat by and
watched the kids read Where is the Green Sheep? in Punjabi. Kids were invited to go out and play or
eat their lunch in Punjabi. We even danced with the kids to Bollywood music, again in Punjabi. I
cannot describe how marvellous it was to sit there and watch my local kids speak, listen and interact
in Punjabi.
This is having a huge effect on families in my community because for the first time many of these kids
are starting to converse with their grandparents in Punjabi and that has started to deepen the children’s
ties and connections within their own family units right here in Tarneit. This is not just by accident or
because I am the member for an incredibly diverse and multicultural electorate, it is because this Labor
government has invested $17.9 million so that 5000 preschool students across Victoria can now learn
a language in addition to English. Why? Because we know that when our youngest Victorians learn a
language other than English they are going to be at the front of the pack. We know from research that
learning a second language is hugely beneficial. It is not only fun but it improves our brain function
and actually helps kids learn English better. It also gives kids a deeper appreciation of our multicultural
society. I also personally think it helps them to learn to accept their mates.
This bill is incredibly important because it makes sure that childcare providers are operating to the best
possible standards in this country. It does this by aligning the Children’s Services Act 1996 with the
national quality framework under the Education and Care Services National Law. While these two
systems are similar, they are not always consistent. The changes in this bill are going to create a
universal standards framework for all early childhood services and ensure that all regulatory
frameworks are consistent throughout Victoria.
As it stands, only 8 per cent of Victorian early childhood centres are regulated under the Children’s
Services Act, with the rest subscribing to the national quality framework. Most of these are occasional
or family day care centres. As a result of aligning the act with the national quality framework, these
centres are now going to operate under the same standards that apply to all other early childhood
centres in Victoria under the national law. What this essentially means is that families who rely on
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these services, and there are thousands of families that use these services, can be certain that there is
consistency across the industry.
This bill also adopts the relevant objectives and guiding principles in the national law and applies them
to the act. This re-orients the objectives of the act to include providing quality educational and
developmental outcomes, along with ensuring, most importantly, the health, wellbeing and safety of
our kids. I am sure that is something we all agree is of paramount importance to childcare providers.
The requirements to operate a children’s service will be changed under this bill. This can include
requiring providers under the act to appoint nominated supervisors and persons in day-to-day charge
of services. The changes stipulate more explicit requirements for these roles and what the provider
must take into account when appointing people to these positions. These changes are really important
because they are going to stop dodgy day care providers from operating. Unfortunately I think I can
safely say that we all know that those providers do exist. I recall a provider in my electorate whose
licence was revoked due to major compliance issues. These can include OH&S violations, child safety
issues, financial mismanagement or not having appropriately trained staff.
That is why it is absolutely reassuring to see that this bill introduces new offences, such as when a
children’s service operates without a nominated supervisor—because we cannot have children’s
services operating in our community in a manner that is illegal. It is a risk to themselves and it is also a
risk to the children in their care. As a parent I would not want my children being supervised by a shonky
childcare provider. These offences will help to deter service providers from operating in this way.
This bill contains a lot of changes, and these are changes that we will feel the flow-on effects of in our
children in the next generation. There are so many parents—and I was going to say ‘mums’, but mums
and dads—who rely on whether it is day care, long day care or kinders, and they include families that
are relying on family day care services to provide the best quality child care, guidance and love towards
their children. I commend the bill to this house.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (14:25): It is with great pleasure that I join the debate on the Children’s
Services Amendment Bill 2019. I am enormously proud of the work that this government is doing in
the early years. It is world leading. Many of the previous speakers have talked about their own
experience of child care, and I want to say that my experience, as a 19-year-old parent, of the children’s
services on offer in those dark days, a very, very long time ago now in the 1980s, was absolutely light
years away from what is on offer today. When I returned to work at around 20, after having 12 months
of maternity leave, I had some great care for my son in family day care. But my much-loved family
day carer unfortunately fell ill with cancer and so the five children that were in her care had to find
care very, very quickly.
At the time I was only able to find a place in a private centre. There were very few funded centres in
those days, and there were very few standards. I do not know if anyone at the centre was formally
trained. Most of the staff were 15 years old, and most of them smoked, and children, including mine,
just crawled over ashtrays. There was also a corner of the day care centre that said, ‘No parents beyond
this sign’. I have got to say I had my heart in my mouth every day I went to work, because I just really
did not know exactly what was going on in that centre. There certainly were not great staff ratios. The
babies room was full to bursting. We do not see that anymore, and I am so glad that a lot has changed
in the three decades since that time.
In my own electorate I think we have just got some exemplary services. As the member for Yuroke in
her contribution said, we actually have the early years awards in Victoria. The Jindi Family and
Community Centre in my electorate in Mernda, next door to Mernda Central P–12 College, about
three years ago won the state award for early years for their menus and their nutrition programs for
children in their care. Every family has a placemat that they take home, and it says on the placemat for
each year the recommended daily amounts of nutrients in food and drink that is important for a child
of that age. But that centre leaves nothing to chance, and it ensures that each child that is in its care on
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that day receives the recommended daily amount of what they need in terms of vitamins, minerals,
protein and carbohydrates—and it is just outstanding. The then director brought this program from the
work that she had been doing in Arnhem Land, and it did not end there. They then used the cash award
that they received to begin a fresh food market at the school next door, Mernda Central P–12 College.
It is a community market, so all the parents at the centre, at the school and other members of the
community can go and buy fresh produce every Thursday. This is just an example of the leadership
that is shown in our early childhood centres.
The member for Tarneit talked about how a number of the programs that we are undertaking are
recognising community languages and especially supporting new and emerging communities. I have
already mentioned Jindi early learning. Like the member for Tarneit visiting one of her local children’s
centres, I visited Jindi a couple of weeks ago, and they are also doing a Punjabi language program. I
was able to sit with the children and hear their singing and hear storytelling, and each one of the
children has their name in the Punjabi language along with their name in English on their lockers, and
they have all done artwork. It is just an amazing experience to see this new and emerging group being
treated with such respect, and it has just really opened my eyes about what the possibilities are. There
are also going to be similar culturally relevant and Punjabi programs for families in Beveridge through
a playgroup specialising in the cultures of the Indian communities there.
I am immensely proud of the commitment that we went to the election with last year, which was the
introduction of three-year-old kinder. It is just instructive that where we have begun the rollout of
three-year-old kinder is where there are the lowest indicators and where the need is most, and that is
in our small rural shires. I want to commend our small rural shires, particularly in the Wimmera
Southern Mallee region. Throughout our last term and this term I have had the privilege of being the
Parliamentary Secretary for Regional Victoria, and our regional partnerships have come up with the
most amazing proposals to address disadvantage in the early years and improve our little ones’
possibilities in life, particularly when they transition to school. The Wimmera Southern Mallee
Regional Partnership came up with a proposal to address disadvantage. I want to just read from the
press release after this fantastic program was funded. That was from the then Minister for Early
Childhood Education, Jenny Mikakos, on 20 April 2018.
In an Australian-first, kinders across the Wimmera Southern Mallee region will be given funding to engage
experts and access innovative programs to support children who need it the most.

They are the first in the area to benefit from $58.1 million for school readiness funding. The funding
allows kindergartens to engage extra professional support through speech therapists, child
psychologists and literacy experts who can work directly with children as well as assisting families
and educators. The Wimmera Southern Mallee Regional Partnership’s voice has been heard through
this program, and it responds to the unique challenges that are faced by those early years services.
Members who have spoken before me have referred to the rollout of three-year-old kinder. Would I
like to have it next year? I would like to have it right now. I think it was exactly the right thing to do
to extend this initiative into those small rural shires that have the greatest need and build on what we
have already been doing. I was in the chamber yesterday during debate on this bill and I heard the
bizarre contribution by the member for Lowan, who spent many, many minutes denigrating this
government in saying that we were not delivering and did not understand the early learning needs of
our little ones in those small rural shires and in those very, very remote areas. The member for Lowan
only has to go and talk to those services, because they will tell her exactly what they have been
allocated and how this government has had it front and centre. I would suggest that she needs to
address her concerns about child care and early years and lack of funding and support to where it
actually can be rectified, and that is with her federal counterparts.
The federal Minister for Education, Dan Tehan, actually represents the same area as the member for
Lowan, so I expect they see each other quite regularly. Given she gave voice to her concerns yesterday
in this place—it is not misplaced for have concerns about early learning and support for child care—I
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would say, ‘Please sit down with Dan Tehan’. ‘Dan Tehan, please listen to the member for Lowan and
her concerns’, because the federal government could easily match the commitment that has been made
by this government. I commend the Minister for Education, and the member for Carrum for the great
work she is doing in the early years sector. It is making a huge difference where it is needed most, in
the small rural shires, in our regions, in our outer suburbs and wherever our little ones are. I commend
the bill to the house.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (14:35): I am really, really delighted to lend my support to the Children’s Services
Amendment Bill 2019. In so doing I want to note the fantastic record of this government in putting the
education of children first, and always first, because we know that the best start that kids have as early
as possible really helps to shape their opportunities for the future—the opportunities they can receive
from the community and what they can actually give back to the community. That is why we hold so
dear the notion that we are the Education State, and we have backed that up with real action and real
support that is making so much of a difference to so many young people and young kids, and of course
their families, helping families to get the best out of life for their kids.
Certainly this bill is very much in the same vein. It aligns the Children’s Services Act 1996 with the
national quality framework to ensure that there is a consistency across the licensing framework for all
Victorian early childhood education and care services. This is important because we know that what
families are absolutely attuned to when they are looking for the support and care of their children,
when they are not available themselves to provide that, is the assurance and confidence that when they
seek to source that support and care for their children they can expect to get a high standard from those
providers.
That is why of course the amendments to the Children’s Services Act aim to achieve that consistency
with the Education and Care Services National Law. They introduce the objectives and guiding
principles that will align with those in the national law. That is because of the reforms to the children’s
services provisions within the national quality framework. We know that when the NQF was
established back in 2012 the majority of early childhood services in Victoria were brought within the
scope of that national law. However, around 8 per cent of services, predominantly occasional childcare
services, long day care et cetera, continue to be regulated under the Children’s Services Act regime.
So what this bill does is meet that differentiation, if you like, to ensure there is consistency of those
standards within the NQF. The Children’s Services Act and the national law set out the architecture
for the licensing frameworks. They require accountability amongst service providers and importantly
the oversight of services, the principles for the services, the health and wellbeing of children and the
regulator’s powers and duties. These are all fundamental to ensuring that the confidence that families
have in the services for their kids is first and foremost.
The regulations under both regimes currently prescribe operational requirements for services, such as
requirements for staffing and premises. This bill does not affect those requirements, but it does make
sure that there is consistency of approach and that expectations are met for families.
We need to see these reforms in the light of the terrific reforms that we have already implemented in
government. The reason for that is that whilst some of the amendments mainly contained within these
bills are very technical, they really do speak to the value we place as a government on early childhood
learning.
As I mentioned earlier, our hallmark, if you like, in government was that Victoria was to be made the
Education State, and that is exactly what we have got. That starts with early years; it has to start with
early years. We know through experience that the support we provide to children has to be consistent
and of a high quality from the very early days. That is why our government, with the fine leadership
that is demonstrated by our Deputy Premier and education minister, and also of course by
Minister Tierney in the other place, is ensuring that Victorian children have access to a great
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kindergarten, and early childhood educators have the training and the support they need to give every
child a great start.
We know that money is important and investment in infrastructure is important, as is valuing childcare providers and education providers, but so of course is the training that comes with that, and
matching all of that up will deliver, and is delivering, that high-quality service and those beneficial
educational outcomes for young people.
The recent budget delivers on our commitment to the biggest reform to early learning in the state’s
history—a record $1 billion of investment in early childhood education. The story with three-year-old
kinder is a wonderful story. It includes more than $880 million to begin the rollout of funded threeyear-old kindergarten programs. It is an Australian first, and it will be progressively introduced from
2020, starting with six regional local government areas. They are Buloke, Hindmarsh, Northern
Grampians, South Gippsland, Strathbogie and Yarriambiack, expanding to another 15 regional LGAs
in 2021. Our commitment is crystal clear, and we will be measured by it. So by 2022 Victorian children
across the state will have access to 5 hours of subsidised kindergarten for three-year-olds, ahead of the
full rollout by 2029.
These are significant and historic reforms which also point to the undertaking by our state of the
biggest early education build. We are going to see almost 1000 new and expanded kindergarten
facilities delivered across the state, creating more than 6000 new early childhood education jobs. The
list goes on, and it is a proud list, but ultimately it is more than that; it is about the future of young
people and understanding that missing out on the important investment and support through a wellrounded and strong education sector from the earliest years really puts our young people at risk of
missing so many opportunities in future life, and that is not our way. It is not the Labor way and it is
not the Labor government’s way.
We need also to remind the house that it is not always this way with governments. We know that under
previous governments we saw a significant underspend and a record of early education support which
was very shameful. There was underinvestment in capital infrastructure for kindergartens and very
little left really to be shared in any way that you could say was fair in terms of an outcomes focus. That
is not our way, and we do not want to go back to those days; far from it. We want to build on the record
of investment and support that we have already created, and we will keep building on that because
when it comes to the early years education of young people in Victoria more is always going to be
better. We can certainly look to a number of other things as a testament to our record and why this bill
really does speak to our strong support, advocacy and delivery for young people.
This bill has received overwhelming support through consultation with stakeholders. The Early
Learning Association Australia, the Municipal Association of Victoria, the Community Child Care
Association, the YMCA and Neighbourhood Houses Victoria have all been consulted on this law
reform, and they all support it. And is it any wonder with the record we have? This continues on that
fine tradition established under our government. We know of course that the bill has been very much
welcomed. It will continue on that significant track record of this government.
But again, we do not rest on our laurels. We will continue to strive for opportunities to drive
improvements in early education, learning and services, because children deserve it—our children
deserve it. We are the Education State, and we are the proudly the Education State. These reasons
alone really cement our place nationally as a leader in this area, and the outcomes are about providing
every opportunity to every child, no matter where they are born, no matter what their background, to
get the most out of their life, and that is what this will do.
Ms WARD (Eltham) (14:46): I also rise to speak very happily on this bill, and I am glad to hear
that the opposition are not opposing it. I am glad to see that they do have a form of commitment
towards early learning and the early years of our children. However, I share with the member for
Macedon her bemusement, if you like, around the member for Lowan talking about the need for
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increased support for child care in rural and regional Victoria. And she is absolutely right. I really do
hope that the member for Lowan takes this up to her federal colleagues, who are clearly not supporting
child care or early years education anywhere near as much as they should be. I recognise that we could
say this for almost any policy area that they cover. But for early childhood development, to be so
negligent in this space is pretty atrocious, and I would call on all colleagues, regardless of political
colour, to take it up to the federal government and demand more and demand better, because what
they are doing at the moment is certainly not good enough.
Acting Speaker Spence, I know that you share with me a passion for kinders and a passion for early
years education. I think I speak for pretty much every parent in this place when I say I do not know
what I would have done without my kinders, and I certainly do not know what I would have done
without child care. My local kinders in my community are terrific. Our two girls both went to Eltham
South Preschool, which was a fantastic community-based kinder—a bush kinder, as people would
anticipate coming from my neck of the woods. Most of our kinders are bush kinders. There are a lot
of trees. There are a lot of sticks. There is a lot of dirt. There is a lot of play outside. They are fantastic
environments for children to learn through play, and one of the most essential and important things
that our kinders do is give our kids that opportunity to learn through play because it is amazing what
kids learn through their interaction with other people, through building with materials, through using
their hands and through touching and feeling surfaces. The whole gamut of things they do at kinder is
learning through play, and I really would like to push back against those who think that kinder needs
to be a formalised educational space, because it does not; that is not what kids need. Kids need to learn
through play. It is so very, very important, and I am actually quite passionate about this.
So my kinders are terrific. And I suspect everybody else’s are in this state and everyone in this place
would say that they are terrific, but seriously mine are the best. I have fantastic, committed kinder
teachers and amazing communities which volunteer so many hours to help support their kinders. I
have been on the fundraising committee of Eltham South Preschool for a few years, and it is hard work
getting up on a cold Wednesday night, sitting in those little seats and trying to work out what event or
what thing you are going to organise so that you can grab a few dollars so that you can contribute
towards your kinder and your child’s and future children’s enjoyment of your kinder.
I have to say, having sat in those little seats under a coalition government, I reckon it is a bit more
comfortable sitting on those little seats under a Labor government because you are actually seeing
significant investment in our kinders and our kinders are getting the support that they deserve and that
they need. In my own community recently I have been out to Yandell Kindergarten, which is another
gorgeous local bush kinder. We have invested $60 000 in updating their play equipment, and I suspect,
Acting Speaker, you might be familiar with the old fort there, as a former pupil of Yandell kinder. You
might have some nostalgia for the old fort, but a new fort has been built in exactly the same place—
same same but different—and it is lovely, and the kids love it. Acting Speaker, I would invite you to
come back to that kinder at any time. They are a beautiful kinder community who are very passionate
about their kids and about what they can do as a community-based kinder, not only what they can do
for their own kids there and then but what they can do to enhance the kinder for further kids as they
come along and use that kinder.
I have to say that one of the lovely things about my kinders is that they do see the future; they are not
short term. They recognise that what they are fundraising for and the work that they are doing is not
necessarily going to advantage their kids, but they know that they rest on the shoulders of the parents
that come before them and they want to pay it forward. I really thank all those volunteers across my
kinders who do that work weekend after weekend, Bunnings sausage sizzle after Bunnings sausage
sizzle, and who are just fantastic people doing really good things.
We have also got a further $102 000 to upgrade the kitchen at Yandell kinder—and those little seats.
I hope they had those little seats when you were at Yandell kinder, Acting Speaker, that are little tree
trunks with their little tree trunk stool legs and little tree trunk back; they are the cutest things in the
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world. I see you shaking your head, Acting Speaker. You missed out because they are the sweetest
little seats going. They are just gorgeous. They are transforming their kinder and indoor space thanks
to this government and giving their kids the facilities that they really deserve and need.
We have also done inclusive kinder works at Diamond Hills Preschool, who have transformed their
outdoor area. They have got wheelchair access at that kinder, they have got a vegie garden going in,
they have got wonderful things happening and again they have got a really active parent body who are
prepared to put in the work and who are thinking about how they can continually enhance their outdoor
areas as well as indoor spaces. They work well with the teachers there, they are putting in grant
application after grant application and they are getting the rewards from it because they are engaging
with an Andrews government which is absolutely committed to early childhood years.
I have to commend Banyule council here for doing tremendous work in working with our local
kinders, really putting in for grants and really doing what they can to work with this government to
enhance their local preschools. And I am sure that the member for Yan Yean, who is here with me,
will join with me in saying that we are disappointed that Nillumbik wanted to sell off the land that
Eltham Preschool was sitting on.
Ms Green: Yes, shocking.
Ms WARD: Absolutely right, member for Yan Yean, it was completely shocking. The kinder is
not for sale, but they are looking at their preschool strategy and their early years strategy. I am sure
that the member for Yan Yean will join with me in urging Nillumbik council to reinstate its
commitment to early years learning, to reinstate its commitment to our children and to our kinders and
to recognise the importance of early learning and the importance of community in early learning. This
is a role that council needs to play. It is a very important role.
I really did not understand the full importance of kinder until my kids went there, and it is that open
door to a new community that you go through when you go to a kinder, those new friends that you
make who have got kids of the same age and the friends that your kids make because they are getting
to that age where they are actually starting to make real friends. They are not transactional
relationships, as anybody who has a three-year-old or has had a three-year-old would know. It is all
about transactions with three-year-olds. These kids—
Mr Edbrooke: Why?
Ms WARD: Kids at kinder are starting to develop real relationships, and as parents we are starting
to develop real relationships with people in our community.
Mr Edbrooke: Why?
Ms WARD: And I see that the member for Frankston has repeatedly asked me, ‘Why?’, in a very
three-year-old voice and stance, and he is absolutely right. That is exactly what three-year-olds do.
But the sense of community is really important at kinders, and it is your first step in those really solid
relationships that you make. I still know people who have friends from kinder, and my kids are going
to school with kids that they were at kinder with because of this community that you develop. You
bump into each other at the supermarket, at the train station or at the farmers market—wherever. It is
your first entry into your life as a parent in a community, and there is a real role for council to play as
a grassroots local government to be in there at the forefront helping to develop that sense of
community, helping parents connect with each other and helping our kids to engage with each other
and be a part of a community themselves. I call on Nillumbik council to really embrace this—embrace
the opportunities that can be there.
Ms Green interjected.
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Ms WARD: I agree with you, member for Yan Yean; it was very, very disappointing that
Nillumbik council decided to withdraw the annual $40 000-a-year funding that they gave to reciprocal
care at Hohnes Road Playhouse, and I commend the parents and committee at Hohnes Road Playhouse
who have managed to keep the playhouse going despite the fact that Nillumbik council cut their
funding off at the knees. It was terrible. The amount of volunteer hours that have to go into Hohnes
Road Playhouse to generate funds to pay for their professional teachers is terrible. They should not
have to put in that many volunteer hours and replace the funding that council was to give them with
funding from the community. So all the council has done is shift the rates base. They have shifted the
funding that they were getting from ratepayers directly onto a user-pays system where anybody who
engages with Hohnes Road has to pay for it, and it is a disgrace. (Time expired)
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (14:56): I have been very excited to rise and speak on the Children’s
Services Amendment Bill 2019 and—
Members interjecting.
Mr EDBROOKE: Yes, I asked for that. The member for Mornington held back. Thank you. Can
I first put on record as a former teacher my thanks, respect and appreciation for the work that our early
childhood workers do. I have got really fond memories—really exhausting memories—of spending
weeks upon weeks with 24 beautiful little preppies who have got brains like sponges, and they do ask
‘Why?’ quite a bit and they are very active, but I must admit it was supremely rewarding to see them
develop social skills, develop friendships. It is something I actually look back on and miss quite a bit.
I am sure that feeling is more intense with the younger children who you work with. I would like to
also thank the relevant ministers and staff for developing these very, very progressive policies and my
good friend the member for Carrum, who is the parliamentary secretary for this portfolio and who
does a hell of a lot of work.
We are, of course, making Victoria the Education State—it is not just a slogan. It starts with the early
years, and the Andrews Labor government is ensuring that every Victorian child has the opportunity
that they need to access a great kinder and that early childhood kinders can give those kids the
education and support they need and give every child a great start.
Now, I will put on the record that I have been genuinely bewildered by some of the contributions of
those opposite this afternoon. Of course having the chance to contribute on a bill is not a chance to
verbal the opposition, but the opposition must be accountable for what they say. We have heard the
member for Ferntree Gully tell us, and I quote—this can only be seen as satire—that he calls on the
government to work with early educators. As I stand here the 2019–20 budget for this state is
delivering on our commitment to the biggest reform to early learning in this state’s history, with a
record $1 billion of investment in early childhood education, including, in an Australian first, a funded
three-year-old kinder rollout.
The veracity of the opposition’s argument is again called into question when we have people telling
us that they are concerned that this legislation will not do much at all for regional areas. I can allay
their fears: this three-year-old kinder program worth $880 million will be progressively introduced
from 2020 starting with six local government areas (LGAs), and they are Buloke, Hindmarsh,
Northern Grampians, South Gippsland, Strathbogie and Yarriambiack. I am pretty sure they are all
regional, and they are the first six in this rollout. It will expand to another 15 regional LGAs by 2021.
By 2022 Victorian children across the state will have access to 5 hours of subsidised three-year-old
kinder ahead of the full rollout by 2029.
This is based on evidence. It is based on science. We know the magnitude of brain development that
occurs in the first 1000 days of life, and it is not surprising that the roots of some of humanity’s most
complex behaviours are laid down in those early days well before there is even behavioural expression
in those areas. As a former educator I can say with great confidence that the huge benefit of threeyear-old kinder for many families and children will be the early diagnosis of learning difficulties, of
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autism, of mental and physical challenges or even of abuse. And of course the sooner we diagnose
things or are alerted to issues like that the sooner we can actually act.
There is an amazing amount of studies in this field, and one that I would like to talk about very briefly
today demonstrates how little we know—or how little we thought we knew—and how we need to be
always aware of how much we can do with progressive policy to ensure that our children remain the
smartest kids and the most well-rounded kids to step into their future roles. A 2017 University of
British Columbia study suggests that the amount of physical contact between infants and their
caregivers can affect children at a molecular level. So the study of DNA patterns showed that children
who had been more distressed as infants and had received less physical contact were, at a molecular
level, underdeveloped for their age, which is quite astounding. It is something I had never heard before,
but I am sure that relates to early childhood education too in so many ways.
The other thing that we have heard from the opposition today is many concerns about this bill, although
they are still going to vote with us and not oppose it. But I ask the opposition members who were
telling all and sundry that they are goodwilled, that they support childhood educators and that they
support those crucial early childhood education years: what did they achieve in government? Let the
record show—and this is a fact that cannot be denied—when in government the opposition only spent
$37 million over their four-year term on kinder capital infrastructure, and in two of their budgets they
actually spent zero dollars—zero investment—in early childhood kinders. Opposition members stand
stoic in support of the childhood sector, but I would ask: where were you when the commonwealth
government discontinued its funding for the national occasional care program at the end of 2018?
For us in Frankston it was a kind of bizarre time because the Turnbull government quietly gutted a
national program, which left 50 neighbourhood houses across the state unable to continue their
occasional care programs, including Frankston. The former member for Dunkley stated on 2 March
2018 on social media, and I quote:
… I have spoke directly to the Federal Education Minister’s office today. I can confirm that occasional care
is NOT being cut.

Then not long after that, as reported in the Frankston Times on 17 October 2018, the Liberal federal
education minister, Simon Birmingham, said he would cut the national occasional care program. For
my community that ended a legacy of 40 years of committed and passionate staff looking after
children. It meant that hundreds of families could no longer have their second income—whoever was
taking care of the children at home being able to go do a couple of hours work—and that really affected
our community. I guess it was really sneaky. It was very dispassionate, and it was very cold-blooded
the way it happened. Sometimes the truth might hurt, but it is better to actually admit it and say it
instead of lying to and misleading people.
I would also ask the opposition where they were in December 2013. They were in government here;
we know that. But where were they when the Gillard government’s Early Years Quality Fund,
designed as a $300 million fund to give early childhood educators and teachers a pay rise, was axed
by the government? Because there was nothing heard from them. That was axed. Here we stand today
with a government that is supporting at record levels our early childhood sector and an opposition that
tell us a lot but their actions do not actually reflect that they have not taken any tangible action at all in
this area.
I also even add: where were the opposition between 2010 and 2014 in Frankston? When we came to
government in 2014 I was told by many, many schools that the former member for Frankston had a
policy of not visiting schools, so he had many schools with issues, many of them very easy to resolve,
but they were not afforded that conduit to their state government at the time to get things done. The
question is: would a government that cut the education maintenance allowance even do things for
those schools? History shows that that is not the case.
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It was an amazing day last week to go to the new Chisholm opening, the new redevelopment,
$83 million worth—a long time coming. It definitely makes Frankston Chisholm TAFE the flagship
TAFE of the south-east. We also viewed the plans for the new stage of Chisholm worth $69 million.
I know the Premier, the member for Mordialloc and the member for Nepean were blown away after
looking at those plans. The thing about those plans, though, is that we had an opposition that totally
gutted TAFE, and now we are building TAFE back up. We have got to a position where the other day
we were meeting people who were engaging in free TAFE courses—for example, a diploma of early
childhood education and care, a certificate IV in education and support, a certificate III in childhood
education and care—and they will be among the 6000 people who are going to work in this industry
because there will be almost 1000 new kindergartens built and expanded kindergarten facilities across
the state.
This is a government that is well known by now to our community for saying one thing and making
sure it gets done, for taking action whenever it makes a commitment. This bill is, on top of that, cutting
red tape across the sector to make sure our early childhood educators can spend more time doing what
they love—that is, educating kids. Our kids are smarter and our communities are better.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (15:06): It is a pleasure to add my contribution to this bill. It is
clearly a very important bill. What we are actually doing here is seeking to provide a legislative
framework for greater consistency among early childhood services, as other speakers have talked
about and the Minister for Education has talked about—a framework which delivers better service
outcomes for those families and those children—and also cutting red tape through providing a more
seamless process for providers to be registered and to effectively grow their operations.
As the member for Melton said, this is not a very exciting bill, but it is very important. It is emblematic
of our government in some respects, and I hear you ask why. It is emblematic in the following way. At
the end of this extraordinary period of government, whenever it is—unfortunately it will one day end,
hopefully many years from now—when this reformist, industrious government led by the Premier ends,
there will be very few statutes left that have not been touched, because we are a reformist government.
In many other periods of government there were statute books that grew cobwebs because no-one ever
looked at them, and they were not fit for purpose. They were not discovered because they were never
delved into enough to discover them. But this government has touched so many areas of public policy
service delivery and infrastructure delivery that it will find every reform opportunity.
This is no different. You do not look to reform ideas around early childhood services if you do not
invest in early childhood services. So the billion-dollar investment that my colleagues have talked
about precipitates, invites you to look at, the legislative framework around this important area of
service delivery, and that is what we are doing.
I am reminded of the engineers bill that we passed in the Parliament a couple of months ago. I
remember then thinking, ‘Why has this become an issue all of a sudden?’. Well, it was not all of a
sudden. It was because we are a government that has just ramped up public expenditure on public
infrastructure, transport, rail and, as the Premier says, schools and hospitals. We then had a look at the
broader framework of what is going on in terms of the building boom that we are helping to deliver
and we realised there was a gap in that professional engineers are not registered through a government
agency to ensure that they are fit for purpose for the bold agenda that we have got. Why I use that as
an analogy is because if you have not invested in such a significant way in public infrastructure, you
do not then seek out the issues that might be surrounding your big, bold agenda, including properly
qualified engineers. Similarly here: a big, bold agenda with kindergartens and early childhood services.
Hence we need to make sure the framework that supports that service delivery for parents, that
supports our social policy outcomes, is fit for purpose.
That is a mark of our government. We are a government, as the Premier often says, that plants oak
trees knowing that we will never benefit from the shade of those trees—projects that are long term but
need to be started. That is a triumph of sense, strategy and public good over political short-term gain.
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That is what this government is about and that is what the Premier is about. Good societies are those
where we plant trees that we will never enjoy the shade of because they are for future generations.
In a sense this will obviously start a lot sooner; this will be in the next couple of years. It is already
starting in regional Victoria. The end of this project is 10 years away, and many of us in this chamber
will not be here. It is not even the end; that is probably the beginning of the comprehensive program.
That is what this government is about—long-term vision. When you do that in social policy terms it
has a profound impact.
But we do not just say, ‘Here’s our social policy investment’. As the opposition would often say, ‘It’s
an expense’. We say, ‘Here’s our social policy investment but it’s inextricably linked; there’s a nexus
with economic policy, job creation and a whole bunch of other things’. We link every aspect of our
investment in social policy to job creation. This is no different. Others have spoken about job creation
when it comes to qualified teachers in the early childhood sector, the job creation that comes from the
TAFE teachers employed to train them, the job creation that comes from building those 100-odd new
early childhood centres over the next 10 years. It is such an important equation with social policy.
It is not just investing in kids, in families—that is of vital importance, and my colleagues have spoken
about that—but it is actually about economic opportunities, economic growth and job creation. It is
absolutely about the productivity enhancements as you get downstream when those three-year-olds
who are going to three-year-old kinder, and the four-year-olds that already do kinder, get into high
school and university or TAFE or the job market. We have already heard the evidence: those kids are
smarter and more productive at that age. As a government we will not see the benefits of today’s threeyear-olds contributing to the Victorian economy when they are 25, but future governments will. I am
not saying they should look back and thank us, but my point is we do this because we know it is good
public policy, and in terms of the future of Victoria it is profoundly important.
We also do social policy not just with economics in mind and with job creation in mind but in a way
that we know will avert costs—economic costs again but also social costs further down the line. I think
previous speakers have talked about the Minister for Corrections and his significant contribution not
just on this but in other areas where averting a young person’s contact with the criminal justice system
in Victoria not only has economic savings for the taxpayers of Victoria but avoids enormous social
dislocation for that young person and their family.
So this is exactly again what we do with social policy. And you can only have that framework in
mind—jobs, the economy and avoiding social ills and further economic cost—when you believe it is
an investment. If you believe it is a cost and that it is a burden you have to wear, you are not going to
take that seriously. You are not going to make a long-term investment. You are going to fix it for the
next political cycle, the next budget cycle, and walk away. We do not do that. We do not do that with
kindergartens or early childhood services. We do not do that with the Suburban Rail Loop—that is a
30-year investment potentially. It does not stop us starting it.
I know self-praise is not worth very much, again, as the Premier says, but if you think about these
kinds of visionary, bold things that this government is doing, when I was at uni studying politics they
were the kinds of things that I would sit around the pub with my mates talking about—‘Wouldn’t it
be great if a government did this?. Wouldn’t it be great if a government actually didn’t just support the
kind of train services that take you into the city but actually supported the growth of Melbourne in the
middle-ring suburbs by creating a suburban rail loop? Wouldn’t it be great if a government invested
in a 10-year early childhood upgrade program for three-year-old kinder? Wouldn’t it be great if some
government provided free TAFE? Wouldn’t it be great if some government provided dental care in
every Victorian public school? Wouldn’t it be great if some government investigated and really took
seriously the issue of mental health through a royal commission? Wouldn’t it be great if some
government actually took seriously the issue of family violence’—the Minister for Prevention of
Family Violence is at the table—‘and had a royal commission for that? Wouldn’t it be great?’. Do you
know what? It is great, because the government is doing it right now.
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But we are so used to the pace and the reformist agenda of this government that we actually almost
take it for granted, and we should not. In the context of the last couple of governments—and, I am
sure, future governments—this is not usual. This is unusual, and I feel it is an extraordinary privilege
to be a very small part of it. These investments are profoundly important. What I think one of my
colleagues mentioned earlier was that you need to not just have the bold vision and the ideas but also
provide the budget capacity for them, and you provide the budget capacity not by being
irresponsible—and we are not; we have those key frameworks that the Treasurer has outlined many
times in this chamber about not borrowing more than we inherited for normal day-to-day service
delivery, maintaining our AAA credit rating and maintaining our budget surpluses. But within that
framework we still provide budget capacity, because we say to a whole range of public expenditure,
‘We are not here to support historic embedded government expenses. We are here to support our
agenda that the Victorian people voted for’. So we create some budget space to do the things that I
have outlined in this contribution but also to do the bold things for the next few generations. This is
one small, not exciting but very important part of that equation, but you only get to do this when you
have done the other stuff, when you have set the bold agenda for a whole range of other investments
in social and economic policy. I am proud of the contribution that the minister has made in relation to
this bill. I look forward to its speedy passage through the Parliament.
Mr TAK (Clarinda) (15:16): I am delighted to rise today to speak on the Children’s Services
Amendment Bill 2019. I am joined by other speakers before me in supporting this amendment bill. I
am a father of two wonderful young boys, Lawson and Mason, who are now five and three years old.
Lawson has just started preschool, and he knows that he is a preppy, and Mason is in child care two
days a week. I would like to join speakers before me in acknowledging the wonderful work by childcare
workers and early childhood educators. As a parent and as a member of the Andrews Labor
government, I could not be prouder of our record in early childhood education both in terms of ensuring
access to kinder and in terms of providing training and support for our early childhood educators.
The government’s three-year-old kinder funding has been really well received in the Clarinda
electorate. I have heard from a lot of parents, especially young parents and parents from culturally and
linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds, just how much they are looking forward to the rollout and
how much of a positive effect it will have on their lives and on their children. The honourable member
for Essendon and a few other members spoke before me about the impacts on children whose parents
have gone through civil war in another time in their life. To have access to this program is phenomenal.
I could not imagine a more positive impact on the younger generation. It is important for the CALD
community and young parents to be able to access early childhood education because we know that
the first 1000 days are the most important. This government is committed to improving and expanding
our early childhood education for all Victorian families, and this bill is relevant to that.
The overall objective of the bill is to align the Children’s Services Act 1996 with the national quality
framework where appropriate and to provide a consistent licensing framework for all Victorian early
childhood education and care services. As it stands, early childhood services in Victoria are regulated
either under the Children’s Services Act or under the national quality framework. The national quality
framework provides a national approach to the regulation of education and care services across
Australia and in Victoria covers 4200 long day care, family day care, preschool and outside school
hours care services. Outside of this about 340, or about 8 per cent, of the services in Victoria remain out
of the scope of the national quality framework and are regulated under the Children’s Services Act.
The main distinguishing feature of most of these services is that children attend for short periods of
time—for example, up to 5 hours of occasional care per day, which is up to 15 hours per week, in a
service operating in a neighbourhood house and up to 2 hours per day or up to 6 hours per week in a
service operating in a gym. We have some really fantastic neighbourhood houses operating in the
electorate of Clarinda. Sundowner neighbourhood house in Clarinda is just one of those; it is an
amazing resource for the community, providing such a wide range of programs for people of all ages.
I know there is a playgroup operating out of the Sundowner facility in Clayton South. That program
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is called the Little Learners playgroup, and I believe it operates on Thursdays during school terms.
There is also the Springvale Neighbourhood House on Queens Avenue in Springvale, which I had
quite a bit to do with when I was a councillor of the City of Greater Dandenong, a proud multicultural
community. There is a really strong cultural focus at both of these neighbourhood houses, and
playgroups offer a chance for parents and kids to share cultural stories, which is really positive.
Also during my time as a councillor I met some wonderful organisations offering childcare and day
care services in conjunction with some of the really powerful work they were doing to combat family
violence. I remember hearing how some of the occasional childcare services provided a safe and
informal setting for positive engagement with high-needs groups—a really fantastic initiative. This
bill will help to create some consistency for our neighbourhood houses, occasional day care services
and also gyms, and that is really positive because these organisations are really contributing so much
to the social and educational wellbeing of our kids and our local community.
It was in March this year that cabinet gave approval in principle to draft the Children’s Services
Amendment Bill 2019 to align the Children’s Services Act with the national quality framework where
appropriate. The amendments have essentially four major themes. The first is to achieve consistency,
as alluded to before. The second thing is to align the assessment and approvals processes for premises
and services, including by having a one-step service approval process and by providing for perpetual
licences. The third is to align operational requirements for services such as notification of incidents
and complaints, and the provision of an early childhood program based on an approved learning
framework. The last is, importantly, to align offence, monitoring and compliance provisions with the
more comprehensive framework contained in the national law. So these are a comprehensive set of
amendments operating across those four major themes.
There has also been a comprehensive consultation undertaken, and that consultation has indicated broad
support for aligning the Children’s Services Act with the national law. Feedback noted that it would be
easier for providers operating under both regimes to comply with consistent requirements. The key
stakeholders consulted included peak bodies and larger multiservice providers such as Early Learning
Association Australia, the Municipal Association of Victoria, the Community Child Care Association,
the YMCA and Neighbourhood Houses Victoria. Consultations also took place at forums such as the
early childhood education and care regulatory reference group and the Victorian Children’s Council.
So as I mentioned and as we have heard from several of the honourable members here today, there are
various amendments which will be made in particular to licensing and approvals, compliance and
enforcement and operational requirements.
This is an important bill that will ensure a consistent and contemporary regulatory regime for all
regulated early childhood services operating in Victoria, regardless of which regulatory regime
applies. But most importantly these amendments will ensure that our parents of young children can
continue to work with the peace of mind of knowing that their children will be looked after by
professional and trained early childhood providers. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (15:25): It is a great pleasure to speak on this bill today and to provide
a positive contribution, like many in the house. It appears that this is a bill that has a great deal of
support from everyone here. I have heard some fantastic contributions on this. I have heard an amazing
contribution from the member for Oakleigh, who tied it in with the Suburban Rail Loop. So
congratulations, sir; that was a wonderful contribution. I know how passionate the member for
Oakleigh is in regard to early childhood services in his electorate, and I have seen his fine work. I have
seen the fine work of other members of this government and the care that they take in the work that
they do with their kindergartens and early childhood services in their patches as well.
Can I firstly not only acknowledge the contributions from members of the government on this
important piece of legislation but also thank all of the ministers and the parliamentary secretaries for
their fantastic contributions and their work to bring this bill before this house, which is critically
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important for the sector of course. Can I also just acknowledge some of the young people who would
have benefited not so long ago from early childhood who are in this place just above me. They have
walked into a doozy of a speech and a doozy of a piece of legislation, and I certainly hope they enjoy
the contributions in this house.
On the bill I will very gladly outline the purposes, which are, as others have commented on, to achieve
consistency in terminology with the education and care services national law and to introduce
objectives and guiding principles that align with those in the national law. Also this legislation will
importantly align assessment and approval processes for premises and services by providing for
perpetual licences; align operational requirements for services, such as notification of incidents and
complaints; and align a number of other regulatory frameworks to make life easier for our services
and our educators as well.
Can I acknowledge as well in my contribution that I did not initially, before I served in local
government and before I was in this place, understand the importance of early years services and the
critical importance of the people that work within those services as well. I cannot even begin to tell
you. It has been commented on here and I think it is worth stating again the critical work that our early
years workers and providers do not just in my community but right across this great state. In my time
on Knox council I was very proud to come from a council that very heavily backed in the work of our
early years services in conjunction with the state government. Of course in its first term the Andrews
Labor government committed significant funding—a lot more than those opposite in their time in
government. I remember walking into committees and I did not even know that they were run by
volunteers for four-year-old kinder. They do some fantastic work, from the president all the way down
to office-bearers, and it is work that is done in conjunction with the educators there, and of course
working with councils and state government can be a bit of a nightmare, so this legislation will make
their lives that much easier. It will make the work of providers and early years service workers right
across the state that much easier.
Unfortunately though, whilst we talk about some of the great work that this state government is doing
and some of the amazing work that the early years workers are doing, I also remember a negative in
my time on council. I had to personally run a campaign with a number of my colleagues around the
‘Do we or don’t we’ funding model of the federal government when it came to four-year-old
preschool. It would appear that the four-year-old service once again got a midnight reprieve from the
federal government, still committing only on a 12-month basis while this state government will always
back in not only four-year-old preschool but also as we know three-year-old preschool as well. I would
urge the federal Liberal-National coalition government to get behind four-year-old services and also
to look at seriously getting behind three-year-old preschool as well, because as the member for
Mordialloc and many in this house pointed out, the importance of the first days in a young person’s
life, not just in four-year-old preschool but also in three-year-old preschool, has been proved. It is so
critically important that this not be a partisan issue but that all levels of government get behind
preschool services right across this state and right across this country. It should not just be the Andrews
Labor government; it should be the federal government and it should be every other state government
around this country. We know—and this government has done the work, and obviously it has been
proved in models elsewhere around the world—that this is so critically important to making sure that
we give young people the best opportunity later in life.
I remember we had the member for Carrum come out and open, and I had a bit of involvement with
the project. Even when I was on Knox council it was a full circle. It was a fantastic contribution by the
state Labor government to deliver what is an amazing early years facility—occasional care, long day
care, four-year-old preschool and what will no doubt house three-year-old preschool. It is a building
in the heart of my community in Bayswater, right opposite Bayswater West Primary School, where
we have done some good work recently. We are relocating the toilet block there. We are going out
next week for a breakfast club program as well. They are an amazing school, and right next to them—
going back to my point in this debate—we opened a brand-new early years facility that really covers
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the whole gambit of early years services. That is a brand-new facility for young people to learn in, it
is jobs for good local people, and that is what it is all about. So I thank the member for Carrum for
coming to the opening earlier this year. Of course no opening is complete without a plaque, and that
plaque will be there for the entirety of the estimated 100-year life span. So it was fantastic that this
government got involved in such a critical project for my community, for young people in my
community and which benefits local people by delivering jobs. It is something that will sustain my
lifetime and most likely the lifetimes of all people in this place unless anyone is living to 120—but,
you know, with modern health care, absolutely. The member for Nepean is young and sprightly. He
might reach those lofty heights. We can only hope. If you move into my electorate, member for
Nepean, I will be sure to send you a birthday card once you reach 90 and above.
But it is so important that we go back and we talk about this government’s commitment to preschool,
to early years services. We have seen record funding of $880 million on three-year-old preschool
delivered in the last budget—not just talked about, not just promised but delivered. That is what this
government is about: delivery, and delivering in education. We are the Education State. It is on
numberplates. I see them on vehicles driving through my electorate. They are on the Eastern Freeway,
and they will be on the North East Link sometime soon as well. In 2027 cars will be moving out there.
It is going to be a beautiful thing. That is because we are a government that knows the importance of
three-year-old preschool, and we know that there is a great trial going on at the moment.
‘See you later’ to the lovely primary school students up there in the gallery. I hope you have enjoyed
today’s contribution by yours truly. You will miss out on some wonderful contributions later on. I
hope you have a lovely day. This is all going into Hansard. Bless.
Of course we know that there is a fantastic trial of three-year-old early years services now across our
regional areas, which is so critically important to get this significant, game-changing, generational,
educational rollout completed. We will see up to 5 hours of access available to every single Victorian
for three-year-old services, and within 10 years we will see access of up to 15 hours, which is so
critically important. We truly are the Education State. We do not just talk it. We live it, we breathe it
and we put it on our numberplates. You know when it is on a numberplate it is real. And for those
watching at home, there will also be premiership numberplates for Richmond up there as well this year.
But moving right along and getting back on topic, of course it is not just about infrastructure. We are
looking at upgrading and expanding 1000 early years spaces. We are currently auditing a majority, if
not all, of our spaces right across the state to look at how we can continue to deliver this very important
policy that the Andrews Labor government is implementing. Part of that as well is about more jobs
and about supporting people to get into those jobs. There is $92.4 million to further support and get
more early years teachers and educators into this space, and that is fantastic. So it is not just about
young people, it is not just about extra infrastructure; it is about jobs as well. Those jobs will fuel every
single electorate, every single suburb of this great state, to back in what is such an amazing program
and such an amazing project.
While this Andrews Labor government backs in our early years services, we know that when those
opposite were given an opportunity their investment in early years, sadly, was quite lacking. We know
that $37 million over the four years they were in went into capital infrastructure, whereas our
infrastructure investment is significantly more. Of course that is on top of the commonwealth’s ‘Will
we, won’t we fund four-year-old preschool?’. It is simply not good enough. We know that we will
always continue to back in our early years and always continue to back in young people right across
the spectrum because we know the difference it makes in their life. I am so very pleased to be able to
make a positive contribution on this bill. Whilst I have acknowledged some of the disappointment in
the actions of our federal government and those opposite, it is fantastic that all members in this place
will be supporting this critically important legislation.
Can I just once again thank all members for their contributions. It has been a fantastic piece of
legislation worked through by the ministers, by our team, to make sure that we continue to back in
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early years services. I look forward to this legislation making a difference in my community of
Bayswater. I look forward to three-year-old services rolling out in 2022 with up to 5 hours access. It
is going to be an absolute ripper. I absolutely wholeheartedly commend this bill to the house.
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong—Minister for Prevention of Family Violence, Minister for Women,
Minister for Youth) (15:35): That is a very difficult contribution to follow, but it is my pleasure to
stand in support of the Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019. We have seen some wonderful
contributions on this bill, particularly by those on the government side of the house, and some very
passionate advocacy for early childhood services and indeed for many of the services that operate
within our local communities. As local representatives I know we come into contact with these
services and see the benefits of them each and every day in our communities, not only when we get to
visit early childhood centres and kindergartens ourselves, which is always a delight, but also when we
meet young people in our communities and see firsthand how they benefit from that education, how it
assists them in transitioning to school. When we talk to families, they are always very keen to tell us
about the value of these services and about how important they are to the development of their children,
not just academically or educationally but also socially.
We know early childhood education in particular is such an important service in setting up our children
for life in terms of building adults for the future, building people who will contribute to our
communities for many, many years to come, and we should certainly see it in that frame. Others have
reflected on the notion of Victoria as the Education State, a brand that we wear with great pride—and
so we should—and a brand that is more than a slogan. It is a brand that really does go to many, many
years of investment in each and every budget since the election of the Andrews Labor government in
2014 into education at all levels. While this bill has a particular focus on early childhood education,
we all know in this place, even if some on the other side do not like to acknowledge it, that our
investment has been not only in early childhood education but in primary education and in secondary
education as well, and it has gone a very significant way to ensuring that our educational environments
are more inclusive, that they are supportive of young people in all their needs and that they cater to the
individual, understanding that children bring with them into educational environments varying and
different needs. It is very important that we cater to those and that we acknowledge that some people
need a little bit of extra support and some people need some quite targeted and unique types of support,
and I think that has been the strength of this government’s investment in education in Victoria over
the last five years.
Most recently we have seen our commitment to three-year-old kinder, which is trailblazing, and I
know many in this place have reflected on the impact of that. I know in my community it is a very
welcome development. Indeed I represent the most multicultural community in Australia—
157 different nationalities, 200 languages and over 100 different faith groups—and as I have said
many times in this place, I am exceptionally proud of that. It is what makes us very vibrant and special,
and for me it really is emblematic of what modern Australia is. As I said, I am very proud of it.
But with this diversity comes challenges. We have a very large population of refugees and newly
arrived migrants. Subsidised three-year-old kinder allows these families the opportunity to get their
children into the education system earlier when they would otherwise not be able to afford it. So this
really is the ultimate in equity, the ultimate in creating opportunity for people irrespective of their
financial situation. To me that is the strength of this offering, and I am incredibly proud to be part of
the government that has made this step forward.
We have also had others reflecting on the fact that we have contributed over $1 billion in early
childhood education. The member for Bayswater reflected on the $880 million to begin the rollout of
three-year-old kinder, and we know that that will be progressively introduced from 2020, starting with
six regional local government areas (LGAs), I believe. I think they are Buloke, Hindmarsh, Northern
Grampians, South Gippsland, Strathbogie and Yarriambiack. It will expand to another 15 regional
LGAs in 2021. By 2022 Victorian children across our great state will have access to 5 hours of
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subsidised kindergarten for three-year-olds ahead of the full rollout, which will take place by 2029.
That is quite a significant agenda ahead of us, and it is one that is exceptionally important and
groundbreaking.
But we also know that, in addition to that, this government has funded new and expanded kindergarten
facilities. I know my electorate in Dandenong has benefited from those, and there has been particular
excitement about the collocation with primary schools. I know this is something that both the kinders
and primary schools really love. More than that, the families that have children that straddle those two
educational environments—children that go to kinder while older siblings go to primary school—have
really enjoyed the convenience of having those two facilities so close together. Anyone who has ever
had to do a school drop-off or pick-up I am sure can vouch for that and for the convenience of only
having to drop-off at one place, which is pretty exceptional.
Of course we have also seen investment in school readiness funding to the tune of about $160 million.
I had the great privilege last week of visiting Doveton College and talking to them about their school
readiness funding. Doveton College, as many in this place will know, is really a world-leading and
quite innovative model of education. It is more than just a school. It is a community hub, a community
base of support, and such an amazing model of education and community support. It even houses adult
education on site as well. It is remarkable.
But talking to them about their school readiness funding and how they use that to support their
children, who often experience quite challenging family circumstances, was really wonderful, and
particularly talking to them about the fact that they have targeted their funding towards language
development, speech pathology and the like and how that has been such an amazing mechanism to
improve the outcomes for the children that come through their school or through their early childhood
services into the primary school component. So I know firsthand how important that money is and
how important it is that we support the flexibility that comes with it to allow schools, who know their
student cohort better than anyone else, to make the decisions around what the best way of spending
that money is. And I could go on.
I could go on about the investment in secondary schools and infrastructure in particular and other
primary school investments. I have got Dandenong West Primary School under redevelopment at the
moment. We are rebuilding Lyndale Secondary College. We are in the final stages of almost finishing
Dandenong High School, and I could keep going. I have had almost every school in my local
community now receive some level of funding for upgrades, and it has made such a huge difference to
not only the educational opportunities that we can offer but also to the morale within those school
communities and the morale in the community as a whole as we send a very clear message to them that
they deserve these facilities, that they deserve the best and that we want the best for them and we are
prepared to support that. Our investment in education has been remarkable, and long may it continue.
The bill before us today, though, concerns some matters around regulatory schemes. We know that
there is, as other speakers have outlined, a national scheme—the national quality framework—which
applies to about 4200 early childhood services. They tend to be long day care, family day care,
preschool and outside-school-hours care services, but there are about 350 children’s services, which
constitutes about 8 per cent, in Victoria that remain outside of that framework and that are licensed
under the Children’s Services Act 1996.
In short, we want to ensure that all of the services that operate in this state are subject to a strong and
robust quality framework, so what the legislation before this place today ultimately seeks to do is to
align that state framework with the national framework to ensure that we are delivering quality across
all of those services irrespective of whether they are governed by the national quality framework or
indeed by the state framework. The bill really does seek to ensure a consistent regulatory regime for
all those services. We know this is very important in terms of giving clarity to those services.
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Finally, in conclusion, let me just recap by saying that this is just another measure that goes towards a
much bigger story of investment in early childhood education, but also in education as a whole, here
in Victoria. It is demonstrative of our commitment to improving education in this state and to achieving
the best for all Victorian kids.
Mr BRAYNE (Nepean) (15:45): I rise today to speak on the Children’s Services Amendment
Bill 2019. We have had a good few contributions, including from the member for Dandenong. The
member for Bayswater spoke before, and the member for Oakleigh has also spoken. The member for
Frankston spoke as well. He spoke about Chisholm TAFE which we visited the other day along with
the Premier, which was exciting. Obviously Chisholm in Frankston services a lot of the Mornington
Peninsula young people, so it was great to visit there with them. If the member for Frankston is
watching, thanks for inviting me along that day.
The Andrews Labor government has over the past five years built a reputation in the community for
strong delivery of services for all Victorians. Obviously the reforms delivered by this bill are no
exception. Quality early childhood education is important for early childhood development,
educational outcomes and whole-of-life achievement. The skills we pick up while we are in this vital
period of development stay with us for the rest of our lives.
I was extremely fortunate to go to Balnarring Preschool. I still have vivid memories of the first day I
went to preschool, which I suppose was not too long ago compared to some other folks in this house.
I remember we had to hand over a piece of fruit at the start; we had to put it in a bowl and we would
take it at lunchtime. I remember giving a red apple. Then Mum told me that she would be leaving and
I held her hand asking whether she could stay and saying I was really scared. She said she would be
back, and sure enough she did come back at 3.00 pm, but by that point I had made some new friends
and did not want to leave. It was a thrill to make new friends at preschool.
I also developed a love of books there, especially Disney books—which are just basically books on
the Disney films. I made really great friends at preschool, including my best friend, Anthea. I
remember Anthea was the first friend who invited me to visit their house. We shared a mango. I have
been waiting ever since for another friend to invite me to their house. So if anyone here wants to invite
me to their house, please let me know now.
Members interjecting.
Mr BRAYNE: Thanks, member for Dandenong and member for Wendouree. I appreciate that,
guys.
My time at kindergarten being sociable and getting to know other kids from a very young age gave
me a strong foundation when I entered primary school at Westernport Christian School. My time at
primary school gave me a strong foundation for when I entered high school at Flinders Christian
Community College. In fact with one friend of mine, Meagan Bursa, we went through preschool,
primary school and high school together. I remember actually making friends in high school and then
subsequently looking back at my preschool pictures only to realise that I went to preschool with them.
We are pretty close on the Mornington Peninsula.
I also look forward to returning to my preschool, as it is in part of my electorate, and doing a book
reading in the coming weeks. This is why the free three-year-old kinder being rolled out by the
Andrews Labor government is so important. The skills I learned helped me get through every stage of
my growth. But imagine being in a position where one stage of your educational growth is stymied by
your parents’ inability to afford kinder. We seek to remedy this. Quality preschool teachers are also
vital. The kindness I was shown by Christine, who was my preschool teacher—I still remember her
name and the way she looked; I just remember that time—gave me a great foundation for how I should
then relate to my primary school teachers and my high school teachers.
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It is important that services in this part of the sector are underpinned by a quality, contemporary
regulatory framework. This process began with the introduction of the national quality framework in
2012, which brought the regulation of children’s services in all states and territories in Australia under a
unified set of laws. Currently 92 per cent of children’s services in Victoria are regulated under the
national quality framework. With the changes made in this legislation, the regulation of these services
will be brought into line with that of those covered by the national quality framework. This is about
consistency and alignment, which will result in less paperwork and regulation and allow the service
providers to get on with providing care to our littlest ones. The alignment of these two regimes will
simplify the compliance with regulations by service providers and achieve greater consistency for
families seeking to access early childhood services. The bill also aims to reduce red tape—for example,
by streamlining licensing processes and allowing services to be transferred between approved providers.
This bill has been developed in full consultation with various key stakeholders in the industry, and I
will list them: the Early Learning Association Australia, the Municipal Association of Victoria, the
Community Child Care Association, the YMCA and Neighbourhood Houses Victoria.
The basic requirements to operate a children’s service will be aligned with the national law. For
example, new approved providers under the Children’s Services Act 1996 will have to appoint
nominated supervisors and persons in day-to-day charge of services. While these roles are
fundamentally the same as the existing roles, there will be more explicit requirements about what the
approved provider must consider when appointing these responsible persons.
The bill also builds on existing provisions in the Children’s Services Act which require the delivery of
an educational or recreational program that is based on the developmental needs, interests and
experiences of each child and which is designed to take into account the individual differences of each
child. The bill introduces some new offences, like operating a children’s service without a ‘nominated
supervisor’. In addition, the monitoring and enforcement provisions in the Children’s Services Act
will be aligned with their equivalent provisions in the national law. This will include the ability to
prohibit an individual from working in children’s services if they pose an unacceptable risk of harm
to children.
The reforms to the delivery of children’s services which are facilitated by this bill are common sense
and will ensure that families across Victoria continue to have access to the high-quality early childhood
and education services they deserve. I take this opportunity to congratulate the Minister for Education
for his leadership on this bill, and my good friend the member for Carrum, who is the parliamentary
secretary for this portfolio. I commend this bill to the house.
Mr EREN (Lara) (15:51): I am so delighted to be speaking on this very important bill. In this place
we all get elected to do good things and hopefully in our time as members of Parliament we see through
some legislation that makes our lives, our children’s lives and indeed our community’s lives a lot
better. I do not think there is anything more important to us than our children. This bill goes a long
way to making sure that we have the best outcomes we can for those children that depend so much on
government and that we have the funding opportunities available for those kids that ordinarily may
not be able to afford a proper education. That is why I pride myself on being a Labor member. We
have a track record in relation to our investments into education because we truly believe that
education should be for all, regardless of your socio-economic background.
I have seen some comments on Facebook and one of them resonated with me. I think it went something
like, ‘What if a child that had the cure for cancer in his brain could not afford education?’. What if
there is a child out there that did not get the opportunity, that is smart enough but unfortunately because
of their socio-economic background could not get a proper education through the system? That is why
we want to level it out. We certainly know the role that private schools play in our communities, but
in terms of public schools we want to ensure as a state government that we do whatever we can to
ensure that we have the best outcomes for our children. That is why we have the words ‘The Education
State’ on our numberplates. I think we are true to our word, and I congratulate the Minister for
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Education for his endeavours to make our state the Education State. He has certainly brought us a long
way from where we were some six or seven years ago under the previous government, where there
was some stagnation in terms of investment into education. Certainly we have ramped that up and
record investments are being made.
But it is also important to highlight the early years. We know that 85 to 90 per cent of the development
of the brain occurs in the first five years of life. We have been fortunate, Geraldine and I. We have
five children and we have gone through all that. All of our kids have gone through the education
process, but we are now back to square one with our grandkids. We have a seven-year-old, a fiveyear-old and a three-year-old—and happy birthday to Aisha, who is three today. I will be visiting them
after Parliament to have a little birthday cake with her. Our five-year-old is going to the local Lara
Kindergarten, and he absolutely adores it. If we could wind things back, my little three-year-old, Aisha,
could potentially have started kinder as well. I think we are the only state that supports three-year-old
kinder. I am so proud to be part of a government that actually takes into consideration the needs of our
communities and our children. Next year the rollout will begin—a $5 billion investment into early
childhood education, which is so important, and the record investments that are happening right
throughout the education system.
The bill before us today is the largest reform undertaken by any government in relation to early
childhood education. I am so proud to be a part of it. Over the next few years we will be investing
heavily. Billions of dollars will go into not only providing more educators in the system but also
building or refurbishing close to 1000 kindergartens across the state. That will take a considerable
amount of money but will be well worth it. As a state that has the fastest growing population and the
strongest economy in the nation we need that future workforce to grow our state even further. If our
population grows as it did last year, with the 150 000 we had, and that continues for the next decade,
over 1 million additional people will live in this state. We need to make sure that we provide the
educational opportunities to our communities that will sustain that growth and ensure we continue to
be the economic powerhouse that we are. Without that education we will struggle going forward. That
is why we are investing not only in early childhood development but all the way through the education
system. We are a champion of the TAFE system. As you know, Acting Speaker Couzens, being the
member for Geelong, we have invested heavily into all years of learning so that we can get the best
outcome for our communities going forward. This bill goes a long way to making sure that we continue
to make the investments that we need to make.
I am very pleased about the progress that is going on in relation to kindergartens in my electorate.
Recently I visited Kardinia Child Care and Kindergarten in my electorate to see the new program that
they have just embarked upon. I think the member for Dandenong mentioned the $17.9 million early
childhood language program. I went to see those kids actually learning Mandarin. They have been
funded to run that program for the next four years, and to hear the kids sing Twinkle, Twinkle, Little
Star in Mandarin was quite a thing. Certainly we know the value of learning a second language, and
indeed a lot of the children that attend that childcare centre probably have a second language anyway,
so this will be their third language. Various kindergartens will teach different language programs, but
I am very pleased that Kardinia has taken up Mandarin. Yuting Zhao was the teacher on the day, and
she will be conducting that program over the course of the next two or three years. It is important
because there are economic connections that we have with China, so if children can learn those
languages, that will benefit not only their future career paths but also the state in terms of our economic
trade. They are our biggest trading partner, and we know the tourism sector is growing rapidly. Over
1 million Chinese tourists coming to our wonderful state every year is an indication that these language
programs will go a long way to preparing our young generations for the future.
Another important example of the investments that have occurred in my electorate of Lara in particular
is the massive investment that has gone into the new Purnell Road Integrated Child and Family Centre.
It is a state-of-the-art facility linked to one of the northern bay primary schools, and certainly when
you drive along Purnell Road, if ever you are down that way in my electorate, you will see this

BILLS
3746

Legislative Assembly

Thursday, 17 October 2019

wonderful structure established right there on Purnell Road. It is a fantastic investment of just over
$13 million in a state-of-the-art facility which will offer a range of early years services for Corio
children and their families. We are obviously as a state government very happy to be co-partnering
with the City of Greater Geelong in that very important investment. There will be lots of learning
opportunities at that very important centre. It will have long day care for 92 children, kindergarten for
66 children, maternal child health consulting suites, a multipurpose room for group activities such as
playgroups and parenting programs, five flexible consultation rooms and a specialist family support
program area, and that is just the first bit of it. It will be a comprehensive service provided for the
community, which is fantastic to see.
We are very proud, as I have indicated, on this side of the house about having bills such as this before
us to ensure that we lock in for the next decade our plans and what we want to do as a government to
give our children the best opportunity going forward in relation to their education years. I do not think
there is another state or territory in this country that is doing what we are doing in this state, and
rightfully so, because we are the Education State and we intend to be the Education State for a long,
long time to come. With bills like this we are ensuring that systems are in place to protect our children
as much as we can and to invest in them as much as we can so that we can get the growth that we
expect at the end of the education process the children are starting off in.
I am delighted to be part of a government that considers education to be the most important thing, and
of course this bill before the house will go a long way towards making sure that we continue the
reputation we have as a state that cares for education, particularly public education. I support the bill
wholeheartedly.
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) (16:01): I also rise to speak in support of the Children’s
Services Amendment Bill 2019. This legislation that we are debating today basically is mechanical
legislation, if you like, in that it is looking to better align the Children’s Services Act 1996 with the
national quality framework. The reason for this really is to update certain aspects of the act, because
there was a review of all the state and commonwealth governments in 2017, but also to make it a little
bit more streamlined and simpler for those providers in the system and to make it more equal in that
the penalties and the regulatory framework will be similar, rather than providers, based on the type of
care they are providing, having to apply, comply with and read all sorts of different legislation from
different places.
The national quality framework really covers most of the long day care, family day care, preschool
and outside school hours care services, while the Children’s Services Act in the state is looking more
at things such as occasional care. Of course occasional care is not going to come into the national
quality framework in terms of its operation because the requirements would be much greater, and
because it is only occasional care the requirements there are maybe not as stringent. When I say
‘stringent’, they are all about protecting children, but of course if you are operating a long day care
centre you may have children for 8 or 10 hours a day, so you may be looked at slightly differently to
a family that is looking after a child occasionally, for an hour here or there.
This is, I guess, one more piece of the puzzle for the Andrews Labor government and its unfaltering
commitment to putting in place a system whereby every child in the state of Victoria has an equal
opportunity to have the best care and education, no matter where they live and no matter what their
background, and this is one piece in a very large puzzle.
The regulation of course is very important—that we protect our children and make sure that the quality
of the education, the quality of the learning and the quality of the places in which our children are
being cared for by others are all topnotch and good programs and really good quality facilities—but
of course the Labor government is also putting a lot of money into early childhood. So while we want
to do it through regulation and making sure that our children get the best quality care, we are also
putting a lot of funding into, for example, providing brand-new kindergarten facilities. While local
councils have a lot of responsibility in this area, the Andrews Labor government is sharing the load
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and making sure that it also provides proper funding to allow for some really great state-of-the-art new
kindergartens.
I know that a number have recently opened or been built in the Thomastown electorate. When we do
the openings and we see the parents and local people from the area, we see how proud they are of
those facilities and how much they are looking forward to their children going to them and learning.
You can see that there is real confidence in the area about the investment that the Labor government
has put into early childhood education, really putting such enormous value on our young children and
particularly on how important a good education and a good environment in those very early years is
to the development of the child. Of course that is also about the development of our society and the
type of society we will look to in the future.
As most speakers have mentioned, there is also the really groundbreaking support of the Labor
government in terms of their commitment to funding or subsidising three-year-old kinder, which is
currently not funded or subsidised. We have a commitment to roll that out to all children in Victoria
over the coming years. Already a number of regional areas have been identified as the places where
children will be getting the subsidised three-year-old kinder first, and it is good to see this commitment
in the regional areas to ensure that, no matter where you live, your children are going to get a first
quality early years education.
If we go back and look at the time when the Liberal-Nationals were in government in the state—the
last time was the four years from 2010 to 2014—I want to give a comparison that really shows the
difference between the state Liberal-Nationals parties and the state Labor Party in Victoria. For
example, when the Liberals were in government between 2010 and 2014 they spent $37 million over
four years on kinder capital infrastructure. I recall that there might have been one kindergarten that I
visited that had been opened under that government. That is in great contrast to the billions that the
state Labor government is providing when it comes to the infrastructure for kindergartens, the funding
for kindergarten educators and the infrastructure for new kinders and children’s hubs that provide not
just education in those areas but also a whole lot of other care in terms of family support, counselling
and other services that parents and families might want to access in order to help their children to
develop and grow.
This legislation, as has been mentioned, ensures more consistency with the national standards. The
penalties are the same no matter where you are operating within the system. This makes it clearer and
easier for operators and providers to follow the regulations and maintain the standards and
requirements that are expected of them by the community. This is one part of a huge project that Labor
is rolling out in terms of education and support for children in Victoria, really leading and showing the
way for a national government that is not spending any time or effort on trying to make our world a
better place or on giving our children better opportunities into the future.
Ms SETTLE (Buninyong) (16:10): It is an absolute pleasure to stand and add my contribution to
this debate on the Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019. I have really enjoyed listening to this
debate and hearing so many of my colleagues talk about this bill. What really strikes me is that the
commitment to education and the commitment to equity is in the DNA, really, of all of my Labor Party
colleagues. I understand that this bill came about after the review in 2017, and as the member for
Melton pointed out, it is a fairly functional bill to bring some consistency to the act. Having said that,
the member for Oakleigh pointed out that even that in itself is emblematic of the reformist agenda of
this government. No stone gets left unturned, and we are committed to looking at all aspects and all
bills to make sure that it really is the best legislation that Victorians can hope for.
As you all know, I come from Ballarat. In Ballarat we have got over 40 kindergartens and many
occasional care providers. Like many other people in this house, I have watched my children blossom
during their early childhood. Both of my children attended St Andrews Kindergarten in Ararat with
an absolutely wonderful teacher there, Melissa Cox, and I will remember her always.
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It is interesting that a lot of us today have talked about the importance to the growing mind of those
early childhood years, but while I was thinking about this debate I was reminded that there is another
aspect of early childhood, and that is really about the sense of community. It is interesting because to
this day I am still incredibly close with the other mothers that I met when my children were going
through early childhood. So of course we recognise the absolute importance of development to our
youngest Victorians, but there is another aspect too, which is really that sense of community.
Two weeks ago I had the absolute pleasure of attending a conference with our wonderful
Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood Education, the member for Carrum. We attended the
Federation University Early Childhood Education Conference. It was really eye-opening, and I am
sure the member for Carrum would agree with me. The room was absolutely electric with the
enthusiasm of these people. They wanted to get out there. They wanted to find the best ways to help
educate our youngest Victorians. We heard from a wonderful speaker, Dr Red Ruby Scarlet, who has
some really innovative ideas around education. Something that really struck me was that she came and
spoke to me and the member for Carrum afterwards—she is an early childhood educator in New South
Wales—and she said that everyone in early education has their eyes on Victoria. We are absolutely
leading the country in our commitment to early childhood education. She is a leading researcher and
commentator in this field. I think she even suggested that she was considering moving to Victoria
because of the commitment we have to early education.
Mr Brayne: You can’t blame her.
Ms SETTLE: You can’t. As further evidence of the absolutely wonderful commitment of our
parliamentary secretary, the member for Carrum, it was only about six weeks prior to that that we
visited the Mount Pleasant Kindergarten. That was one of those really lovely moments. We went along
to have a look at what they had done. They had received an infrastructure grant for $750 000 for the
kindergarten. You could see in the faces of the teachers, the families that were there and all of the
students what an amazing difference that funding had made to them and their learning environment. I
really thank the member for Carrum for her absolute commitment to early childhood. As I say, I have
experienced her enthusiasm and seen what it has done for our region.
What is interesting about this bill is that it is really about trying to provide consistency across the whole
sector, and I think it is important to remember that there are lots of different providers and there are
lots of different ways we can provide in this area. For example, quite recently I visited Sebastopol
Primary School. They have a wonderful program there which is the Me and My Dad Playgroup—
really great. They meet there a couple of times a week, and it is really wonderful to see these dads
getting involved in the early education of their children. It is a playgroup and it is play-based, but there
are really wonderful and diverse ideas about how we can contribute to our littlest Victorians.
This bill will align the Children’s Services Act 1996 with the national quality framework where
appropriate to ensure a consistent and contemporary regulatory framework for all Victorian early
childhood services regardless of which regulatory regime applies to a service. Most education and care
services in Victoria are regulated under the national quality framework, or NQF. The NQF is a jointly
governed, unified regulatory framework covering long day care, family day care, preschool and
outside-school-hours care services.
Currently about 350, or 8 per cent, of services in Victoria are regulated under the Children’s Services
Act, or CS act. The main feature of these services is that children attend for shorter periods of time, so
occasional care at a neighbourhood house or a sports and leisure centre. These services are operated
by a range of providers such as local government, not-for-profit, for-profit or community
organisations. This bill will bring all of these under the one framework and provide consistency of
care. Like so many of my colleagues who have spoken today, I am incredibly proud of this
government’s record, and we really wear the moniker of the Education State with absolute pride.

BILLS
Thursday, 17 October 2019

Legislative Assembly

3749

This government is ensuring every Victorian child has access to a great kinder, and that early
childhood educators have the training and support they need to give every child a great start. I know
that in Ballarat, for example, at Federation University two of the free TAFE courses are around early
childhood education. You can hear the buzz in the street in Ballarat. People can see there is an absolute
flow of jobs coming because of the three-year-old rollout. So the three-year-old kinder is marvellous
for our little Victorians, but it is pretty good as well for people who are just starting to look at what
their career might be and where they might work. So not only is this government providing a job
stream through this rollout of three-year-old kinder but of course we are also backing that in with free
TAFE. It means a lot to people in Ballarat that they can go out, get that education and get that education
for a job that they know is there, that currently exists.
We have spent $880 million to begin the rollout of the funded three-year-old kindergarten. This is an
Australian first and it is going to be progressively introduced from 2020 onwards. As I say, educators
from New South Wales see Victoria as the state to absolutely envy with this program, which is just
going to make such a difference to our little Victorians.
The 2019–20 state budget included almost $475 million for early childhood infrastructure, and, as I
said, when I visited Mount Pleasant Kindergarten I could see the tangible results. That space was a
space that kids were really happy to be in. You could see the impact it was having on their learning
and their little sponge minds which were taking it all in. And of course, as I mentioned, to grow the
workforce this year’s state budget also delivers $92.4 million to support early childhood teachers and
educators through more professional development, mentoring and scholarships.
Like many of my colleagues, I was pretty astounded by the contribution from the member for Lowan
yesterday, and really from those on the other side of the house it is no surprise that there have not been
many speakers to this bill, because they really have not got much to say in this area. They spent zero
dollars in their four budgets, leaving kinder infrastructure in desperate need and jeopardising the
educational outcomes of the most important people in Victoria, our little Victorians. So while this bill
might be of a technical nature, it speaks to this government’s commitment to early childhood
education. I would like to thank our Minister for Education and really thank the member for Carrum,
our Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood Education, for her absolute dedication to early
childhood, and I commend the bill to the house.
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie—Minister for Crime Prevention, Minister for Corrections, Minister for
Youth Justice, Minister for Victim Support) (16:20): I rise today to also speak on the Children’s
Services Amendment Bill 2019. As the speakers before me have rightly outlined, these reforms will
build on the legacy of the Andrews Labor government when it comes to investment in early childhood
support services and early childhood education, because through this legislation we are enhancing the
regulatory framework that covers our early childhood services to ensure that they are safe and are of
the highest quality.
Early childhood services in Victoria are currently regulated under the Children’s Services Act 1996 or
under the national quality framework, the NQF. The national quality framework does provide a
national approach to regulation of education and care services across Australia. In Victoria it covers
more than 4000 long day care, family care, preschool and outside-school-hours services. Currently
about 350, or 8 per cent, of the regulated children’s services in Victoria remain out of scope of the
national quality framework and are licensed under the Children’s Services Act 1996. Many of these
services provide occasional care where children attend for short periods of time; for example, up to
5 hours of care per day in a service operating in a neighbourhood house or 2 hours of care in a gym or
a leisure centre. It is important that services in the occasional care sector are underpinned by a quality,
contemporary regulatory framework. This reform follows a national decision to keep occasional care
services outside the national quality framework.
In essence, this bill does seek to ensure a consistent and contemporary regulatory regime for all
regulated early childhood services operating in Victoria. The Children’s Services Act 1996 and the
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Education and Care Services National Law contain the architecture of the licensing frameworks,
requirements for provider accountability and oversight of services, principles for the safety, health and
wellbeing of children and the regulatory powers and duties. The bill amends the Children’s Services
Act 1996 to ensure it is aligned with the regulatory regime in the national quality framework, where
appropriate. The proposed reform is to be implemented in May 2020.
The two regulatory regimes are similar but not consistent. This bill better aligns the two regulatory
regimes to simplify regulatory arrangements and ensure more consistent minimum standards. The
reform has the potential to realise benefits for the sector as well as the regulatory environment. In
addition, the bill provides an enhanced suite of compliance and enforcement powers to the regulator
that will include the additional power to prohibit an individual from working in children’s services if
they pose an unacceptable risk of harm to children. Developing a robust regulatory framework for our
early childhood education sector is paramount. As a father and as someone who has been through the
education system and the early childhood education system, in my opinion we can never have too
much regulation when it comes to the protection of our children. This bill enhances our ability to
protect children and provides for greater oversight of our education and care services.
Our record on early childhood investment and support speaks for itself. As the Minister for Youth
Justice I am constantly reminded of the importance of early childhood education. The evidence shows
that a child’s first 1000 days will be a significant factor in that young person’s life trajectory. More and
more—whether it be the social determinants through biology or the environmental surroundings of a
young person, whether it be obesity, heart disease, mental health or indeed having a life course in the
criminal justice system—often the first 1000 days of the childhood of a young person are a very
important factor. The Sentencing Advisory Council has come out with a report showing the likelihood
of a person offending, and the earlier they offend, the more likely they will be a recidivist and offend
well into their adulthood. So therefore it is incumbent upon us as a government to ensure that young
Victorians are provided with every opportunity to succeed, that they are provided with quality educators
who can guide them through these formative years, that they are taught in world-class environments
and also that they get everything that they need through supports for their families as well.
As the member for Buninyong said, and I agree with her, it is also about the community. I recently got
to visit my old kindergarten at Airport West, and I took with me the class photo. In the class photo I
highlighted all the people that I am still friends with, and that is going back 40 years: my debutante
partner, a gentleman I was best man to at his wedding, local footballers, high school mates and primary
school friends. It was the community of Airport West from back then—a 1970s subdivision where
Mum and Dad had bought the house and the block. All of those people that I met at kinder—well not
all of them, but a great proportion—I am still in contact with, and through the power of social media I
find more and more that I am in contact with as well. So it is a great thing, and it is not only about the
person, because we know no-one grows up in isolation; they grow up in a neighbourhood, a
kindergarten, a social environment, a school and so on and so forth.
But I am proud to be a minister in a government that recognises the importance of early childhood
education and to have the Deputy Premier and his leadership over the previous term and this current
term in building the Education State. He has been a great support to me as the member for Niddrie.
He is coming out to my electorate in the not-too-distant future to actually visit Joan Kirner’s old
primary school, Aberfeldie Primary, to talk about Joan’s legacy, particularly for education and female
education, but also to see her school, which was no doubt foundational for her as a learning
environment as she went on to become the first female Premier here in Victoria. I am looking forward
to hosting the Deputy Premier, Minister Merlino, there very soon.
Could I also commend him on his investments in education, in particular the rollout of three-year-old
kinder, because we do know evidence states that 85 to 90 per cent of brain development happens up
to the age of five and that two years at kinder are better than one. I recently visited Ave Maria
Kindergarten in Aberfeldie and I was so pleasantly surprised to see what the children were learning.
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They were learning Mandarin—Chinese language and things like that—in a kindergarten. If you think
about when we went to kinder, that certainly was not being taught when we were there. But now it is,
through the reforms of our government, particularly in the community, and the different languages.
Indeed Australia’s place in the world is very much in the Asia-Pacific. As someone who has studied
in China, I said to the students, ‘I wish I had had that start myself when I was at kinder—to learn a bit
of Mandarin, the Chinese language and things like that’. It was a wonderful experience to see the kids,
to engage with their teacher and to see them broadening their minds—and broadening their horizons,
no doubt—right before me.
So I do congratulate the minister on his investments in early childhood education. I think that signifies
too why we have that portfolio overseen by the Deputy Premier—we know of its importance right at
the very beginning of those first 1000 days. But more than that, you have got to put your money where
your mouth is, and our government has invested over $1 billion—a record in early childhood
education—which includes the $880 million to begin the full rollout of three-year-old kindergarten
programs. This Australian first will be progressively introduced from 2020, starting with the six local
government areas of Buloke, Hindmarsh, Northern Grampians, South Gippsland, Strathbogie and
Yarriambiack and expanding to other 15 regional local government areas in 2021.
I am proud to be a part of a government that is undertaking our state’s biggest early childhood
education build that will see almost 1000 new and expanded kindergarten facilities across this great
state. By 2022 Victorian children across the state will have access to 5 hours of subsidised kinder for
three-year-olds ahead of a full rollout by 2029. As part of this historic reform we are also undertaking
our state’s biggest early childhood education build that will see almost 1000 new and expanded
kindergarten facilities delivered across the state, creating more than 6000 new early childhood
education jobs. The recent 2019–20 state budget includes almost $475 million for early childhood
infrastructure that will see the delivery of new and expanded kindergarten facilities where and when
they are most needed. And to grow our workforce, this year the state budget delivers almost
$92.4 million to support early childhood teachers and educators through more professional
development, mentoring and scholarships. Almost $160 million is going to be delivered over the next
four years for school readiness funding for three- and four-year-old children. With each record
investment we are ensuring every child gets the best start in life.
I cannot overstate in my final minute the importance of intervening early to support young people
before their contact with the criminal justice system becomes serious and entrenched. We know that
the earlier we can intervene and reach children, the better our chances are to help them make better
life choices and avoid further contact with the criminal justice system. These investments we are
making today will ensure that the children of tomorrow have every opportunity to succeed. We want
young people to be able to live a life free from crime, to live a life of purpose, to live a law-abiding
life and to live a life that is future orientated. But we can only do that if we make the right investments
in education. I want to thank my parliamentary colleagues for the important work they have done in
bringing about these reforms, and I commend the bill to the house.
Ms ADDISON (Wendouree) (16:30): I am so delighted to be able to talk about one of my favourite
topics of all, which is education. As a former teacher, I miss every day the kids I used to teach—I love
running into them—but I know firsthand that early education matters. It matters to the whole
community, and that is why we are taking action on early education and we are putting our money
where our mouth is.
As a mum I will talk about my kids a lot more during this debate because it is that firsthand experience
and the interaction that you have with kindergarten teachers that really provides you with the great
insights, so I look forward to talking about that. Before I go on I would really like to thank the Deputy
Premier and Minister for Education for his endless commitment to the Education State and his strong
advocacy for record investment in our schools but also in our kinders and in our early education sector.
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I know that my community has benefited greatly from the Labor government’s investment in schools
but also more recently in kinders. We have had transformative upgrades of key schools in Ballarat,
particularly Ballarat High School and Mount Rowan Secondary College. We have also made a number
of commitments to redevelop schools and, of course, the record maintenance blitz is really going to
upgrade many of our schools to make sure that they are world-class education facilities, which is so
important for us.
Like the member for Buninyong, I would also like to pay tribute to the member for Carrum, the
Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood Education, for her endless commitment to this portfolio
area. It was such a lovely day when I got to host you at the Enid Rogers Jubilee kinder, one of Ballarat’s
most established kinders, talking to staff, talking to parents and engaging with the kids. They were so
delighted to have you in our community. They said to me, ‘Isn’t it great we’ve got these representatives
from the Andrews Labor government? We see you all the time, Juliana, but it is really great to see
parliamentary secretaries come up’. They were really delighted. So thank you so much, Parliamentary
Secretary, and I extend a very warm invitation: we have many kinders in the electorate of Wendouree
and I would love you to visit every single one of them with me. We will have a lot of fun, I am sure.
I have thoroughly enjoyed listening to all the contributions to this debate, because it shows that we
have a shared value system. We have a value system that talks about access and equity. We have a
value system, particularly on our side of Parliament, that says that every kid deserves the best
opportunity, that every child should be given the best chance to be school ready, that no child should
be left behind. That is very much one of the key drivers of the Andrews Labor government in our
policymaking. Whether it be in health, whether it be in infrastructure, we want to make sure that
nobody misses out, and that is why we are doing all we can to ensure that Victorians can work and
live and enjoy their lives to the best of their ability.
This bill has not just come from nowhere. It is the result of a lot of hard work. I think it is very important
that we acknowledge the people who we do not see, the people who work behind the scenes, and I
would like to thank everyone from the minister’s office as well as in the department. Thank you for
everything that you do; we really do appreciate the work that you do for us and thank you. But also I
really want to acknowledge the people that have been involved in the consultation process for this bill,
the people who have gone out and talked to key stakeholders, such as Early Learning Association
Australia, the Community Child Care Association, the Municipal Association of Victoria,
Neighbourhood Houses Victoria—and a lovely shout-out to the Wendouree Neighbourhood Centre,
which does such a great job—and the YMCA. It is so important that when we do want to bring about
change, even if it is technical change, we bring our key stakeholders with us and make sure that they
are very supportive of what we do, and I think that is something that we do very well as a government.
So this bill, the Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019, is very important because it aligns the
Children’s Services Act 1996 with the national quality framework, and that is very important. This
government is getting on with making sure we provide a consistent approach across the state—a
national system—for our children, so that whether you are raising children in regional Victoria or in
metropolitan Melbourne there will be a level of consistency there and you can have confidence that
your child is getting a quality education.
So what does this bill do? This bill really helps the sector and therefore parents, carers and children by
simplifying arrangements and ensuring consistent minimum standards. It is also about reducing red
tape, providing for consistency again, providing equity and enabling efficiencies. It will reduce the
administrative burden and any risk or confusion that may come from working under both systems,
which is certainly welcomed by everyone. Also it will increase confidence for those hardworking
service providers that there is equity across the sector. This is a very commonsense approach and it is
something very timely as well. We will be streamlining our early education system across sectors,
driving improvements in quality in early education services. It is coming up to nearly a year since the
election and I have learned a lot in the last year, but I am so proud to be a part of a government that
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gets on with reform. This bill is another example of that reform, because nobody can doubt the
importance of kinder to a child’s development.
I have such fond memories of attending Alfredton Primary in the electorate of Wendouree. I do not
know about anyone else, but my girls certainly had chickens hatch and we also had chickens hatch.
That was a really, really special time. I have lovely memories of singing. Mrs Lucas, my kindergarten
teacher, would often get the guitar out—great singalongs—as well as storytelling. I am very blessed;
like the Minister for Corrections, who is at the table, I am still friends with a number of the kids that I
went to kinder with. I went through primary school with them, I went through secondary school with
them and I run into them often at the local pool, at dance classes and stuff like that. Your kinder friends
are really, really special to your heart, so a shout-out to all my kinder friends. Thank you so much for
your support also to this day. One of the most important things about Alfredton kinder, like many other
kinders, was that it prepared me for school. Lots of the kids at Alfredton Primary then went on to
St Thomas More with me. So that first day of prep, which can be pretty challenging for some, was not
challenging for me. I had a whole lot of my besties with me, and I was ready to say, ‘See ya, Mum.
I’m ready for school’.
Now as a mum of two girls—it is hard to believe that they are now nine and 11—kinder seems like it
was no time at all ago. My kids had the most wonderful kinder experience at Ballarat Fidelity Club
Kindergarten in Ballarat Central, just a couple of blocks from our house. I could walk the kids up to
kinder and they loved it. I would particularly like to thank the early educators at Fidelity kinder in
Central Ballarat: Heather, Mary, Mandy and all the other wonderful people at Fidelity kinder who
have had such a positive influence on our daughters’ lives, Johanna and Sophia. Like so many parents
and carers, I loved being a kinder helper: cutting up the fruit, getting to do some painting, reading
stories and—this is a bit more trendy than when I was at kinder—doing some mindfulness, with all
the kinder kids doing some mindfulness, which was lovely. It was also an opportunity to see firsthand
the incredible work that our early educators do and to see how passionate they are about our children’s
development: building the foundations of numeracy and literacy skills, encouraging a love of books,
promoting imagination through role-play. I also have to really comment on the incredible patience that
kindergarten teachers have. In a room full of very enthusiastic four and five-year-olds, their patience
is amazing. What I love about kindergarten teachers and our kindergarten teachers is that no matter
where we run into them, whether we run into them when we are out and about in Ballarat or at the
supermarket, they are always so keen to know how Johanna and Sophia are going and they have got
a real active interest.
This is why I think every single Victorian mum and dad should be able to provide their children with
the opportunity to go to three-year-old kinder. For many this is not an option because it has been cost
prohibitive. But the Andrews Labor government is stopping that. The Andrews Labor government is
saying that we will have universal access to three-year-old kinder, because that is what this government
does. It is about access and equity for all regardless of your bank balance, regardless of your social
status. So on that note I thank the Andrews government for its commitment to early education, and I
commend this bill to the house.
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (16:40): Can I firstly congratulate the member for Wendouree. That was
a fantastic contribution and a really heartfelt contribution from somebody who has worked for their
entire life in the education sector and obviously as well, as a mother, has seen her children grow up
through their kinder and now into the primary school system.
In relation to the bill at hand I am also delighted to speak on the Children’s Services Amendment
Bill 2019. As has been pointed out, the key objective of this bill is to align the Victorian regulatory
regime for children’s services with a regulatory regime for education and care services that is provided
under the Education and Care Services National Law. As has been mentioned by a number of other
speakers, early childhood services in Victoria are currently regulated either under the existing
Children’s Services Act 1996 or under the national quality framework. The national quality
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framework provides a national approach to regulation of education and care services across Australia,
and in Victoria it covers more than 4000 long day care, family day care, preschool and outside-schoolhours care services. But about 8 per cent of regulated children’s services remain outside of the national
quality framework and are licensed under the existing Children’s Services Act. Most of these services
provide occasional care, where children might attend for short periods of time—perhaps a service
operated by a neighbourhood house, a gym or a leisure centre. All of these services are really critical
to ensure a range of services are available to our community to meet the varying needs.
It is important that the services that are provided are underpinned by a quality contemporary regulatory
framework, and this reform follows a national decision to keep the occasional care services outside
the national quality framework. The bill does ensure a consistent and contemporary regulatory regime
for all regulated early childhood services operating in Victoria, regardless of which regulatory regime
applies. The bill amends the Children’s Services Act to align it with the regulatory regime where
appropriate, and it will be implemented from May 2020 if passed. This reform has the potential to
realise the benefits for the sector as well as the regulatory authority.
As has been discussed, this is a bill about early childhood services, and I too want to congratulate the
Deputy Premier and Minister for Education and the Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood
Education on the fantastic work that they have done in leading this government’s charge on funding
early childhood services, no more so than the $800 million to begin the rollout of three-year-old kinder
programs. There have been a number of other key initiatives within the early childhood space,
including the early childhood language program. I was delighted earlier this year to launch that
program with the Deputy Premier at the Box Hill North Primary School kindergarten in the Box Hill
electorate. They have introduced a Japanese language program to their four-year-old kinder program.
They already have a Japanese language program from prep through to year 6 and an exchange visit at
grades 5 and 6 level. It is so fantastic that through this program they have actually been able to increase
the hours of their Japanese teacher to provide those services at the kinder, because that means an extra
level of education, an extra year level of learning another language. At that young age three-year-old
and four-year-old children are just sponges and are absorbing everything. When I went into their class
they had been learning Japanese for perhaps only three or four weeks and they already knew names
of objects, colours and songs. It did not make any sense to me, but they were fluently singing their
songs and identifying colours. It just shows how important it is to start that language education at a
really young age, when the mind is so malleable.
I want to give a shout-out to a number of the other kindergartens that I have visited in my local
electorate. They are all doing a fantastic job educating our littlest Victorians. A few months ago I
visited the Friend Street Kindergarten in Mont Albert North, a fantastic little kindergarten located in
the backstreets of Mont Albert North. It has been going for many years, and it is a really homely
program. The kids there are just so excited to be there and be part of the learning experience.
During the election campaign I visited the Pope Road kindergarten in Blackburn. They are one of the
first—if not the first—kindergartens in the state to have developed and implemented a reconciliation
action plan. They have had members of the Wurundjeri community come out to the kindergarten so
that the kids in that three and four-year age group can start learning about Indigenous culture and what
that means and what it is that makes us Australian.
I also had the opportunity to visit the Katrina Preschool, another fantastic local kinder run by the local
community for more than 50 years. I have met a number of families who not only have children who
are being educated at this very time in the Katrina Street kindergarten but also went to the kindergarten
themselves. This is the longevity and the pride that our community take in their local preschool.
Another kindergarten that I would like to give a shout-out to is the Taralye kindergarten. Taralye is a
really special and important place in our community. Taralye is an organisation that provides services
for children who are hearing-impaired. From day one when it was set up, also about 50 years ago, its
focus has been to integrate children with hearing impairment into the community so they can have
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more fulfilling lives. They run an integrated kinder program. There are children who have full-abilities
hearing and then there are children who have hearing impairments, and they are grouped together.
They have got specially designed rooms, and that is where the integration starts. By the children
learning together in that environment they are really able to prepare for their school journey, and it is
really fantastic to see.
Finally, in the minute or so that I have remaining I will just reflect on my own personal experience
and my own children. My eldest son has just finished kinder and is in prep this year. It is my youngest
son’s first year of kinder, three-year-old kinder. It is just amazing to see the journey that they have
taken. When they were at home about to leave to start kinder, they were really still almost at the toddler
stage—probably an old toddler—in terms of maturity. The preparation that the kinder has given them
in readiness for school has just been fantastic, and you can see it in terms of their personality, their
maturity, the way that they approach life and their approach to issues. It has just been enormous, and
this is why it is so important that we continue to invest in early childhood education.
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) (16:50): I am very pleased to rise today to speak on the
Children’s Services Amendment Bill 2019, for a number of reasons. Probably some of my earliest
memories of activism are in the children’s services space. As a young almost kinder-aged child I used
to wear a shirt for the Victorian mothercraft nurses and allied employees association, which at the time
was the union that represented workers in the early childhood industries. My mum was working for
that union and was involved day in, day out in ensuring that our early childhood services where
environments in which workers themselves were respected, but she also had a large part to play across
the late 1980s and early 90s in the reform of childcare regulation through that role, through her role as
a childcare officer at the Australian Council of Trade Unions and through her role on Prime Minister
Paul Keating’s National Childcare Accreditation Council. Across that period, across some of those
fundamental years where my own sense of social justice and politics was forming, equality, regulation
and quality in child care and early childhood services were issues that were very much at the forefront
of the public policy that was debated and indeed made around our kitchen table.
Now as the parent of an 18-month-old I have a very day-to-day and real experience of what that meant
back then and the work that my mum was involved in in terms of childcare regulation so many years
ago and where our services are today because of the work of people like her and others, and also where
we are not today following the Howard years in particular, where the accreditation of childcare
services in our country was somewhat ridden down. In the absence of real federal leadership in this
space from successive conservative governments, states have really had to pick up the mantle and try
to fill in the gaps in order to ensure that we have quality early childhood services across Victoria and
across the country.
This bill today is really a part of that here in Victoria. The Children’s Services Amendment Bill will
achieve consistency in terminology with the Education and Care Services National Law and introduce
objectives and guiding principles that align with that national law; align assessment and approvals
processes for premises and services, including by having a one-step service approval process and by
providing for perpetual licences; align operational requirements for services, such as notification of
incidents and complaints, and the provision of an early childhood program based on an approved
learning framework; and align offence, monitoring and compliance provisions with the more
comprehensive framework that is contained in the national law. But the overall objective to align
children’s services with the national quality framework to provide consistency in the licensing
framework for all Victorian early childhood education and care services essentially means that this
government is about ensuring that every child is accessing a service where every service has a
consistent level of care, whatever that type of service is.
As the mother of an 18-month-old child, over the past 18 months I have had a journey through the
childcare process. Obviously mothers in this place continue to work. There are a few of us at the
current point in time that have very young children and have continued to work through having our
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children and getting to where we are today. For me last year that meant often using the occasional care
service at the Coburg Leisure Centre, both in my initial recovery from having my baby, Patricia, and
in the lead-up to the election. She was often on the campaign trail with me, but there were certainly
times when I was unable to take her or did not want to take her into some of the campaign-type
environments. The Coburg Leisure Centre’s occasional care really was an amazing service and helped
me to care for Patricia during that time. The service I use today is Hartnett House in Brunswick, which
is a childcare centre run by Melbourne City Mission, who have just in the last few weeks gone through
their accreditation process in terms of their most recent assessment.
Across both of those types of services the one thing that I have looked for is consistent care and
consistently being able to have the confidence that Patricia is being cared for in an environment that
meets appropriate standards. As I said earlier, given my own childhood and the environment in which
I grew up and talking about these issues across the kitchen table, these are things which my mind is
probably more alive to in a very technical and regulatory sense than perhaps some other people might
be if they had not had those conversations around what regulation of child care should and should not
look like and what are the technical things that it should and should not include. This bill today really
will give parents like me and parents like so many in my community the confidence that wherever
their child is in care, whether it is occasional care at their local leisure centre or whether it is a long
day care program, they are receiving a consistent level of care.
Indeed this is part of our overall Education State agenda. Like so many of my colleagues before me,
can I commend both the Minister for Education and his parliamentary secretaries, the member for
Carrum and the member for Mordialloc, for the work that they are doing in ensuring that all of our
children from the early years through to primary school and secondary school are getting the best
educational opportunities in terms of facilities and also in terms of the programs that are run in those
facilities. In the early childhood space there are so many achievements that we in this government are
so proud of, and that is because we know that in the early years a child learns the majority of what
they will across their whole education experience. They are the formative years, and as the Minister
for Youth Justice said at the table earlier, we know that children who have opportunities to learn in the
early years are much better off overall and are most likely to have better outcomes later in life.
Whatever they may be, wherever they want to go on to study or to work, they are set up from the very
beginning to live happy, healthy and fulfilling lives.
In the early education space we are obviously extremely proud of providing kindergarten for every
three-year-old and to see this start to be rolled out from our investment in local infrastructure. Indeed
in Pascoe Vale alone there has been nearly $2 million put into our local kindergartens. This flows
through to programs such as our school readiness funding, the first of its kind in Australia, and I am
extremely pleased that in Pascoe Vale next year there will be $261 000 in school readiness funding.
But overall there will be $160 million over four years to provide school readiness funding, and this is
for kindergartens that deliver funded kindergarten programs. In 2019 it has meant that 25 local
government areas of Victoria have received this school readiness funding for the first time. This
funding will help children with their learning right from the very beginning. It will ensure that they are
ready for kinder and also that through kinder they become ready for school.
A further seven local government areas will receive the funding in 2020—in Pascoe Vale that will
obviously be the $261 000 that I mentioned—and by 2021 all funded Victorian kindergartens will be
receiving this funding. This is just such an important initiative. If we get it right in the very beginning,
then children will be set up for the best possible outcomes at primary school and the best possible
outcomes at secondary school and will be able to go beyond secondary school to achieve the things
that they want to achieve.
Can I commend the education minister and can I commend his parliamentary secretaries for the work
that they are doing in this area. I am just so proud, and with the family history that I have in this space
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it gives me great pleasure to speak on this bill and to continue that legacy and to know that it will
continue for the children that come after mine. I commend the bill.
The SPEAKER: The time has now arrived for consideration of items on the government business
program, and I am required to interrupt business.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The SPEAKER: The bill will now be sent to the Legislative Council and their agreement requested.
CONSUMER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms KAIROUZ:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The SPEAKER: The bill will now be sent to the Legislative Council and their agreement requested.
POLICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (ROAD SAFETY CAMERA COMMISSIONER
AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms NEVILLE:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The SPEAKER: The bill will now be sent to the Legislative Council and their agreement requested.
LAND (REVOCATION OF RESERVATIONS) BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Ms D’AMBROSIO:
That this bill be now read a second time.
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Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Circulated amendments
Circulated government amendments as follows agreed to:
1.

Schedule 1, page 15, Item 1, omit “4A,” and insert “4A of Section 14,”.

2.

Schedule 1, page 15, Item 2, omit “4B,” (where first occurring) and insert “4B of Section 14,”.

3.

Schedule 1, page 15, Item 2, omit “4B,” (where secondly occurring) and insert “4B of Section 14,”.

4.

Schedule 1, page 16, Item 3, omit “4F,” (where first occurring) and insert “4F of Section 14,”.

5.

Schedule 1, page 16, Item 3, omit “4F,” (where secondly occurring) and insert “4F of Section 14,”.

Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
The SPEAKER: The bill will now be sent to the Legislative Council and their agreement requested.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
Adjournment
The SPEAKER: The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

BOROONDARA PLANNING SCHEME
Mr T SMITH (Kew) (17:01): (1290) My adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Planning, and the action I seek from the Minister for Planning is to rescind planning amendment C299
that only applies to the City of Boroondara. It is a discriminatory provision towards the City of
Boroondara. It discriminates against heritage homes in the City of Boroondara. A heritage overlay
should be able to protect a heritage home, but the effect of C299 is to ensure that a heritage overlay
has no standing where a demolition permit has been granted, often by a private surveyor. I think of the
inconsistency with the way this minister has treated heritage homes, particularly in the seat of
Hawthorn where, for example, on one side of Auburn Road at the last minute the minister stepped in
to protect Currajong House but on the other side of the road an equally splendid Victorian property
was smashed to pieces on his watch. Of course the minister blamed the council. In this instance there
was an interim heritage overlay. The simple fact is that Melbourne’s heritage has been torn up under
this minister.
Ms Allan interjected.
Mr T SMITH: I note the derision from the Leader of the House, the Spartan derision from the
Leader of the House, who does not care about these matters. She does not care at all about Melbourne’s
soul being torn up before our very eyes. No-one wants to see beautiful Victorian-era homes smashed
to pieces only to find a block of flats built in their stead. This Labor government has a plan for 70 per
cent of new development in established suburbs, which is essentially a green light to greedy developers
to ensure that greedy developers get exactly what they want in areas with high land values in the City
of Boroondara, particularly in Hawthorn and in Kew.
The minister should rescind planning amendment C299. He should do that because it is the right thing
to do and he should do that because it only applies in the City of Boroondara. The people of
Boroondara have spoken. I have had countless requests from people in Hawthorn, people in Burwood
and people in Box Hill because they know that our built-form heritage is very important to
Melbourne’s soul and to the livability of the eastern suburbs and the leafy streets that we have all called
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home for many years and that we do not want to change. So I again call on the minister to rescind
C299. It is the wish of Boroondara council—they have written to him on many occasions—and it is
the wish of many local residents.
MOONEE PONDS BOWLING CLUB
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (17:04): (1291) My adjournment matter is directed to the Minister for
Tourism, Sport and Major Events, and the action I seek is for a meeting to occur between Sport and
Recreation Victoria in the Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions, the Moonee Ponds Bowling
Club and me to discuss some of their infrastructure needs and requirements.
WATER POLICY
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (17:05): (1292) My adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Water, and the action I seek is that the minister properly inform herself of all available options to assist
irrigators who are at absolute breaking point from high water prices and drought. I want the minister
to reverse her ideological opposition to building infrastructure to secure our water supply. It was so
disheartening to see her trot out Labor’s well-worn line a few weeks ago that dams do not make it rain
and climate change means there is no point building new dams.
Ms Allan: That’s just the truth.
Ms RYAN: This flies in the face of all logic. The Leader of the House says that is just the truth.
Well, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change warns that we will face more intense rainfall
events as a consequence of climate change. You just have to look at the widespread flooding we had
in 2010. We had 10 years of drought followed by half of the state being underwater. The highest
rainfall recorded during that event was at Mount Buffalo, where there was 7 inches of rain in the space
of 24 hours. We need infrastructure like dams to capture and store more water when it falls in order to
get us through longer dry periods. That is the point. We have got people opposite scoffing at the idea
of dams. It is ludicrous. There is an opportunity to have possible sites in Victoria independently looked
at by the federal government, but the Victorian Labor Party is saying, ‘No thanks, we’re not interested
in that, we’re not interested in money, because we don’t believe in building dams’. The dairy industry
in Victoria is at absolute crisis point.
There are things that the water minister could do. Instead of waiting until the end of November, she
must trade Melbourne’s entitlement of 75 gigalitres of water being held in Lake Eildon back onto the
market in northern Victoria immediately. Melbourne’s water storages are at 63 per cent today, and
there is no way that Melbourne is going to need that water under ‘critical human needs’ by the end of
November. It must be traded, because it could save a few people.
The minister must immediately return the 75 gigalitres of water that was promised to irrigators at the
conclusion of stage 1 of the connections program. That water was due to be returned by 30 June this
year. It still has not been returned. There is plenty of speculation that the minister in fact does not have
75 gigalitres of water to hand back to irrigators.
The Andrews government should also be providing immediate relief to irrigators who are facing
incredibly high fixed water charges. We have been calling on them for months to do that, and I note
in Goulburn-Murray Water’s annual report tabled today that there has been an increase of another
$3.5 million in fixed water charges.
The minister should get on and create a single transparent trading platform to assist irrigators with
speculators.
GINIFER TRAIN STATION
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) (17:08): (1293) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Public
Transport, and the action I seek is for the public toilets at Ginifer railway station in St Albans to be
open to commuters. It was the Andrews Labor government that removed the level crossings at both
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Main Road and Furlong Road, and it is fantastic to see the former minister here in the house, who
really instigated—and it was one of our priorities in the first term of the Andrews Labor government—
the removal of the dangerous level crossings at Main Road and Furlong Road. We did that and the
community has been celebrating, and we have had a safe record since then.
Constituents and passengers have informed me that there have been some issues in relation to the toilet
facilities at Ginifer station. Many would know that Ginifer station is now taking approximately over
13 000 passengers on a daily basis. It is also a hub that is nearby to—again, an Andrews Labor
government-funded new hospital—the Joan Kirner Women’s and Children’s Hospital just down the
road and also the Sunshine Hospital, providing a valuable service and medical facilities, but most of
all we are getting our medical professionals coming into St Albans, which is absolutely critical.
We have also seen the opening of the Victoria University medical research campus at the Joan Kirner
Women’s and Children’s Hospital, and of course the St Albans campus of Victoria University is the
new home for cybersecurity and other courses. That is absolutely growing by the day.
As members can see, we know the investment and we have made record investment when it comes to
my electorate of St Albans. From Sunshine to St Albans we are seeing a growing investment. We are
seeing also the airport rail link, the Suburban Rail Loop, the Metro Tunnel and many other projects
that are so important.
Ginifer station is an important station to the local community, but it is also important for the passengers
who are coming into St Albans. This has become very much an activity hub. I would say Ginifer
station has become a stop for medical, health and education activities, and we really do need to provide
that essential service. It is something small, but it is becoming a concern and a worry for my
community, and I would humbly request that there be public toilets provided at this particular station.
As I said, there are 13 000 passengers each day travelling through this station and stopping at this
station, so I ask that we provide these toilets at Ginifer station. We have made the investment in the
past, and this is something small that my community will benefit from.
BULLEEN ELECTORATE PARK-AND-RIDE FACILITY
Mr GUY (Bulleen) (17:11): (1294) My adjournment item tonight is for the Minister for Public
Transport, and it concerns the park-and-ride facilities in Manningham. I seek the minister’s direct and
urgent action to upgrade the park-and-ride facilities in Manningham, particularly now that we are at
more than capacity, certainly with overflow, for car parking at the Doncaster facility. Over the last two
to three years there has been a huge spike in the patronage of park-and-ride facilities, and we are seeing
those car parks filling up by 7 o’clock in the morning, with a lot of those cars then coming onto
neighbourhood streets and of course clogging up those streets for local residents early in the morning.
We will see a lot of road construction in the Manningham area over the next few years, and what that
will do is then prevent and obviously, as you can imagine, hinder road access in a number of those
streets as there is construction around them—on Templestowe Road, Thompsons Road—and as a
consequence that means the park-and-ride facility will have added pressures put on it as people then
seek alternatives.
What we do need is an upgrade of the park-and-ride facilities, with greater car parking facilities,
particularly in Doncaster. In relation to the frequency of Transdev services—and I give a mention to
their drivers, who do a very good job—the facilities there are quite regular in terms of time, but they
certainly cannot cope with the number of people who are trying to park to access those facilities.
I seek direct intervention from the minister to upgrade the facilities around the Doncaster park-andride. With respect, I do not want a reply about other projects. I am asking about the park-and-ride in
Doncaster, and that is what I am seeking a response on.
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MARNONG ESTATE
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (17:12): (1295) My adjournment matter is to the Minister for Tourism,
Sport and Major Events, and the action I seek is for the minister to join me to visit Marnong Estate in
my electorate of Yuroke. Marnong Estate is a significant new tourism development that includes a
restaurant, a winery, a conference and events centre and accommodation. It is proving to be a very
popular wedding venue in the north, and it is a beautiful venue. It has been respectfully restored to its
former glory, as well as having a number of contemporary buildings on site.
The development is located in Mickleham on the fringe of Melbourne, overlooking the Macedon
Ranges and on the doorstep of the northern growth corridor. As well as attracting visitors to the area,
Marnong Estate has created a significant number of local jobs since it opened to the public last year.
Importantly, Marnong Estate’s operators have plans to expand further, creating more local
employment opportunities in my community.
I know that the minister is passionate about our tourism industry and creating more jobs, and I would
greatly welcome the opportunity for the minister to visit and meet with Marnong’s operators in my
electorate.
LATROBE VALLEY QUARRIES
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (17:14): (1296) My adjournment matter is for the Premier. The action I
seek is for the Premier to urgently coordinate and lead a meeting of all relevant government
departments and agencies, along with Latrobe Valley quarry owners and operators, for the purpose of
resolving ongoing issues associated with the lack of progress on local quarry expansions and
developments.
The quarry industry in the Latrobe Valley is critically important. We have a number of operators:
Latrobe Valley Sands, Matthews Quarries, Maryvale Sand & Trading Supplies, LV Blue Metal. All
of these companies have been in existence for a long period of time. They employ a lot of local people
directly and indirectly, and it is important that they continue to operate within our community. The
reality is that all of those operators that I have just mentioned have plans to grow and expand, many
within their own licence boundaries, but they are really under threat unless we can get some approvals
through. Might I say that the quarry industry is so important from a state perspective as well, ensuring
that we supply material.
Right now these developments are being stifled by continued red and green tape and the silo mentality
that exists within government departments, hence I am asking the Premier to intervene and fix this
mess. One of my local quarries has been trying to gain a works approval within its own licence
boundary for months and months and months—actually years—and has spent hundreds of thousands
of dollars but cannot even get to first base. Any alternative options that are being offered to that
particular company are simply uneconomical, unviable and unrealistic. What are they to do other than
close their doors? The government spruiks its infrastructure agenda, and fair enough, but we still need
materials such as sand and stone to be supplied.
The CMPA—the Construction Material Processors Association—has warned the government
previously that unless they support the industry we will be importing materials from interstate and
paying higher prices, and I am sure we do not want to go down that path. On the surface we have had
support from ministers for resources and jobs and the Treasurer in regional development, but every
time we get past that support in principle we hit red and green tape with other departments and
agencies, mainly the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning.
Last week the Minister for Resources said in a media statement that we are attracting people to our
minerals and mining industry with a strong track record with communities and ensuring we are
supporting local economies and creating jobs. Try telling that to the owners and operators of quarries
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in my electorate. They are just not the facts on the ground, hence I am asking the Premier to urgently
intervene in this matter.
COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY THE BASIN STATION
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (17:17): (1297) I wish to raise a matter with the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. The action I seek is for the minister to visit my community and meet with the
80-plus strong and proud dedicated volunteer brigade at The Basin CFA station to discuss my
campaign for new facilities there. Established in 1927, The Basin CFA brigade has a long and proud
history of serving its community. It has been in its current facilities since the 1970s. However, the
building is now showing clear signs of its age. New facilities would allow the brigade the space to
grow and to continue its high level of service into the future. Servicing The Basin area and providing
support for surrounding brigades when required, the brigade has an extensive membership base of 80plus and responds to over 200 call-outs per year. It runs an active juniors program and supports a
number of much-loved local events like their famous Christmas carols.
I have been a strong advocate for the upgrade and have been working closely with the brigade on the
concept since day one. I have now started a petition in support of the need for new facilities and will
be presenting that petition to the minister. The petition states:
To the Minister for Emergency Services, the Hon. Lisa Neville MP.
The undersigned hereby petition the Minister to work with CFA on securing new facilities for The Basin CFA
Brigade. Built in the 1970s the current facility has a long, proud history but is now showing signs of its age.
The volunteer brigade are a proud part of The Basin and Knox community’s with over 80 active members
and growing with a flourishing juniors program. As they continue to grow, so too does the need for a new
station to cater for that growth and to recognise their importance to our community and ensure they have the
best facilities possible to get on with their job.

I look forward to having the minister come out and hear from me and this amazing brigade about the
work they do in our community and how we can progress this vital project to ensure they have the best
facilities possible. As a former member of Victoria Police, I will always back in the work of our
emergency services workers as this government proudly has done and always will.
BEACH ROAD NARROWING
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (17:18): (1298) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Roads. The action I seek is for the minister to immediately and permanently halt the narrowing of
Beach Road that commenced this week. Since I was elected as the member for Sandringham I have
received consistent representations from members of the Sandringham district expressing their
concern over Kingston City Council’s plans to narrow and plant trees along Beach Road. Beach Road
is notoriously difficult for residents, pedestrians and motorists to safely navigate, with one constituent
advising me that younger residents now refer to this stretch of road as ‘the Kingston death trail’.
Not only have Kingston council pressed ahead with a dangerous project but they have done so without
affording the residents who will be directly affected by this project the chance to have their opinions
and concerns addressed or even substantially considered. Kingston council’s handling of this issue has
been, frankly, a farce, an absolute disgrace, without care for or consideration of the residents that it
affects. But when communities unite they can achieve great things. With the full support of my
constituents, I have written on six occasions to the Ombudsman, Kingston council, the Minister for
Local Government and the local government inspectorate seeking their help in demanding greater
transparency from Kingston council and in putting a stop to this unwanted and unsafe project.
This contribution this evening marks the third time I have requested ministerial action on this issue in
Parliament. It sits alongside the 14 questions on notice I have submitted in relation to this matter; six
of which remain unanswered after a period greater than 30 days. It took hand-delivered notes to each
Kingston councillor to finally have the plans for tree plantings revoked, and in this regard I would like
to acknowledge and celebrate the efforts of the community and in particular of Kingston councillor
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Geoff Gledhill. But with summer fast approaching, the narrowing of Beach Road looks set to congest
our community’s roads and worsen an already perilous stretch of motorway. Unless evidence can be
provided to the contrary, I fail to see how the minister’s refusal to halt these works does not constitute
a wilful violation of the duty of care owed to my local residents. I plead with the minister to act urgently
before someone is hurt or, even worse, killed.
CLARINDA ELECTORATE CHAIN OF PARKS
Mr TAK (Clarinda) (17:21): (1299) My adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change, and it concerns the chain of parks in my electorate. The
action I seek is that I wish to invite the minister to visit my electorate and the chain of parks. This
project has been 25 years in the making, and I would like to congratulate the City of Kingston and
especially my friends Cr Rosemary West and Cr Steve Staikos for the work that they have put in over
the last 15 years to see that vision become a reality. The chain of parks in our green wedge connects
Braeside Park with Karkarook Park in Moorabbin through Dingley Village, Clarinda, Clayton South
and Heatherton and incorporates golf courses, sporting fields, nature reserves and walking tracks. It
also enhances the natural environment.
My constituents have put up with sand mines, tips, recycling facilities, odours, dust and trucks for
decades. With the closure of all but one of these facilities, many former landfills are finally becoming
parks and reserves. Even the Hawthorn Football Club are moving into the Clarinda electorate. The
Andrews Labor government will deliver $25 million to work with the City of Kingston to deliver the
chain of parks. Again, I would like to thank the minister for all her hard work and dedication in
protecting the environment and protecting green spaces in Victoria, and I look forward to her visit.
RESPONSES
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (17:22):
The member for Kew raised a matter for the Minister for Planning, and I am sure the Minister for
Planning will be more than delighted to respond to that matter raised by the member for Kew. The
member for Essendon raised a matter for the Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, and I am
confident the minister will be pleased to respond to the member’s call to, I think, visit and meet with
his community?
Mr Pearson: No, facilitate a meeting with the department.
Ms ALLAN: Facilitate a meeting with the department.
The member for Euroa raised a matter for the Minister for Water, and I am confident that the Minister
for Water is very much looking forward to responding to the new National Party policy that dams
make it rain. ‘It is just logic’ appears to be the new policy of the National Party: ‘It is just logic. Dams
make it rain.’ I thought there were other scientific bases for what made rain fall from the sky, but the
member for Euroa has a different view. I am delighted that the member wants to continue to be a
mouthpiece for National Party members north of the Murray River rather than representing
communities south of the Murray River.
The member for St Albans raised a matter for the Minister for Public Transport about the operational
hours for toilets at Ginifer station. The member has been a great advocate for improvements to
transport services in her community. I am sure she will be looking forward to the minister’s response
to her request. The member for Bulleen raised a matter about upgrades to park-and-ride facilities in
the Manningham area, and I look forward to the Minister for Public Transport responding. As part of
her response I am confident she may want to indicate also the great upgrade to park-and-ride facilities
that will come from the investment in the North East Link Project.
The member for Yuroke raised a matter for the Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events. The
member for Morwell raised a matter for the Premier regarding local quarry developments and some
regulatory barriers around that and certainty for his community and the jobs that come with those
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investments. The Premier will respond accordingly. The member for Bayswater raised a matter on
behalf of The Basin CFA for the Minister for Police and Emergency Services. The member for
Sandringham raised a matter for the Minister for Roads, and the member for Clarinda raised a matter
for the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change. I am confident those ministers will
respond accordingly.
The SPEAKER: The house now stands adjourned.
House adjourned 5.25 pm until Tuesday, 29 October.

