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Tuesday, 19 March 2019
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair at 12.03 p.m. and read the prayer.
Announcements
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (12:04): We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which
we are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture, their elders past, present and future, and
elders from other communities who may be here today.
Condolences
HON. WILLIAM ALBERT LANDERYOU
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (12:04): I move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the death of the Honourable William Albert Landeryou and
places on record its acknowledgement of the valuable services rendered by him to the Parliament and the
people of Victoria as member of the Legislative Council for the province of Doutta Galla from 1976 to 1992,
Minister for Economic Development and Minister for Tourism in 1982 and Minister for Industrial Affairs
and Minister of Labour and Industry from 1982 to 1983.

Just like the man himself, Bill Landeryou’s first contribution in this Parliament was a little unorthodox.
Rather than being in the traditional form of an inaugural speech, where a member might talk about
their background and their beliefs, Bill’s first words in this place were in response to a very important
piece of legislation introduced by the Hamer Liberal government, none other than the Liquor Control
(Orderly Marketing) Bill 1976. As I said, a bit unorthodox, and yet, remarkably, it could not have been
more fitting, because in his 2500-word rebuttal to the proposed increase in liquor taxation three of Bill
Landeryou’s greatest passions in life were laid bare: workers, workers rights and the cost of beer. But
far more than just disputing the price of a pot, what his contribution really revealed was Bill’s
fundamental understanding that when it comes to standing up for working people, politics is always
personal. It was this core truth and those two central tenets—workers and their rights—that will define
Bill Landeryou’s professional life.
As one of 11 kids growing up in Moonee Ponds, Bill described himself as coming from a ‘large family
with not much’. This perhaps was one of the reasons that Bill left school at 15, going on to work at a
trucking company and contributing what he could to the family budget. But it was a visit to America
in 1960 that Bill always cited as the reason he got involved with the labour movement. It was such an
important trip, an awakening if you like, for him. As he put it, it was in the US that he first witnessed
immense individual greed, the cause of disparity so stark, that he returned to Australia and he was
determined to make sure that we did not go down the same path.
It was then, at the age of 24, that Bill began as a research officer at the Federated Storemen and Packers
Union. It was far from an auspicious start. Never being particularly good at following the rules, over
the course of his career Bill was suspended five times and sacked twice. As Bill himself recalled:
I was reinstated one day at 11 o’clock and sacked again by … 3 pm the same day.

When it came to the battles that genuinely mattered, though, Bill always won and you always wanted
him on your side.
As the union state secretary from 1969 and then federal secretary from 1974, Bill helped drag
Australia’s union movement into the 20th century. Under his leadership the storemen and packers
became the nation’s leader in wage negotiations. They were the first to achieve equal pay by
arbitration, and they did that long before the Accord of 1983. Bill worked to establish a retirement
fund for his members, laying the foundations of our modern superannuation system.
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With this proud record of progress, it was perhaps no surprise when Bill was elected as a member for
the Doutta Galla Province in 1976. It was also no surprise that Bill stood with a platform thoroughly his
own: a platform—and apologies to our dear friends and colleagues in another place—to abolish the
very chamber to which he was elected. As that record of repute, the Labor Star, held in 1979, and I
quote:
Never in the history of mankind has any man worked so hard to put himself and his mates out of work.

It went on:
He regards it as unnecessary—

his words, not mine, Speaker—
extravagant and much, much more which unfortunately the laws of libel preclude us from printing.

When it came to the upper house, Bill eventually decided that if he could not get rid of it, he was
determined to reform it, and in his role as Labor’s leader in the other place he worked to establish the
modern committee system that we have today. And of course we are all so grateful for that. Bill of
course was also integral to the election of the Cain government in April 1982, leading Labor out of
27 years of wilderness—27 long years out of office. From there Bill went on to serve our state as
Minister for Economic Development and Minister for Tourism, Minister for Industrial Affairs and,
finally, Minister of Labour and Industry. Bill’s parliamentary career came to a close in 1992 when he
retired to spend more time with his loving family—his wife, Mary, and his children, Anne-Marie and
Andrew—and watching his beloved Bombers, a truly worthy cause. In his final speech in our
Parliament, some 16 years on from his first, it was clear that Bill’s priorities remained unaltered.
Although unfortunately the price of beer was not mentioned, it was a contribution dedicated to those
two fixed and central tenets, those guiding principles: workers and their rights.
On behalf of our Parliament and our party, on behalf of the government and all of those touched by
the life and work of Bill Landeryou, we extend our deepest condolences to Anne-Marie, Andrew, Mat,
Kimberley, and Bill’s grandchildren and everyone who loved him. A life of hard work. A life of
advocacy. A life of achievement. A life of making sure that working people get what they are entitled
to: a fair go in our great state of Victoria. Vale, Bill Landeryou.
The SPEAKER: Before calling the Leader of the Opposition, I acknowledge in the gallery the
presence of Senator Kimberley Kitching, who is part of and today with members of Mr Landeryou’s
family.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (12:11): I am pleased to rise on the
condolence motion for William Albert Landeryou. By any measure Bill Landeryou led a life of great
adventure and accomplishment in the union movement and the Labor Party. His is a story of
improbable achievement. The son of a timber worker and from a family of 11 children, he left school
at the age of just 15 and started work for a transport company before ultimately joining the then
Federated Storemen and Packers Union despite not having had a noticeable history as either a
storeman or a packer. That was the start of a decades-long commitment to his cause, which saw him
at the centre of some of the most significant political and policy debates of the 1970s and 1980s.
His journey through Labor and union ranks saw him serve in a variety of roles, including as president
of Young Labor, on the Victorian administrative committee of the Labor Party and as federal president
of the storemen and packers union. It was during this period that he forged a partnership with Bill
Kelty which culminated in a push behind Bob Hawke’s move into federal politics and then the federal
leadership of the parliamentary Labor Party weeks before becoming the 23rd Prime Minister of
Australia. Bill Landeryou’s role in Bob Hawke’s ascension to the prime ministership was recently
described in the Australian as the ‘man at the centre of the moves’.
In her biography of Bob Hawke, Blanche d’Alpuget details Bill Landeryou’s key role in backing this
ambitious young ACTU president and his unwavering confidence that Labor’s electoral future lay
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with Bob Hawke. Described by others as Bob Hawke’s numbers man in Victoria, Bill Landeryou’s
influence on federal political debate in the 1980s is among his most significant legacies. In that regard
he can be said to have played a major role in shaping Australia’s political history. Key among his
policy achievements was his involvement in the 1980s push to introduce compulsory superannuation
contributions.
Bill’s own political career in the Victorian Parliament as a member for Doutta Galla spanned 16 years
in both opposition and government. Elected to state Parliament in 1976 as a member of the other place,
Bill’s inaugural speech set out that, while a proud Labor man, he could not be regarded as being a
leftist on matters of the economy. Some select quotes from Bill’s first speech include:
This Bill eliminates freedom and it eliminates enterprise.
…
We do not need Draconian legislation imposing an across-the-board minimum price.

And:
At least Ned Kelly had the decency to wear a mask!

As the Premier has flagged, what could have inspired such a stout defence of market economics and
consumer freedom? A government proposal to prescribe a minimum price for packaged beer. Clearly
this was not something Bill Landeryou saw as being in the interests of either his constituents or, no
doubt, the members of his former employer, the storemen and packers union.
Bill served in a variety of frontbench roles in opposition before actively supporting the change from
Frank Wilkes to John Cain as Labor leader in the lead-up to the 1982 state election. In the Cain
government Bill served as Minister for Economic Development and Minister for Tourism and later as
Minister for Industrial Affairs and Minister of Labour and Industry. He had a falling-out with John
Cain in 1983 and left the ministry. Notwithstanding that brief ministerial tenure, Bill continued to
serve in the Parliament for many years, ultimately resigning in December 1992 at the start of the
Kennett era.
His behind-the-scenes role in so many of the big political and policy debates of the 1970s and 1980s
made him known as a quiet achiever in the labour movement. Bill Landeryou’s steadfast avoidance of
seeking credit speak of a time and an approach to public life that seems almost quaint when contrasted
with some of the behaviours we have become accustomed to in Australian political life more recently.
His public and private lives were lived very much in accordance with the credo claimed by many but
popularised by former US presidents Harry S Truman and Ronald Reagan—that there is no limit to
what one can achieve should they not mind who claims the credit.
At his state funeral even many close to him or close to his family and devotees of the broader labour
movement learned of his many achievements for the first time. Had a man of Bill Landeryou’s
modesty but organisational talent remained in the Cain government, it is eminently likely that its
decision-making would have been the better for it. Our polity and his nearest and dearest are the poorer
for his passing.
For anyone with an interest in politics and political stories the life and adventures of Bill Landeryou
are a rollicking yarn and a reminder that sometimes real power is covert. Bill Landeryou’s
achievements for the union movement, his party and his state are very significant, and I join the
Premier in recording the sincere condolences of this house to his children, Andrew and Anne-Marie,
as well as his grandchildren and broader family. Vale, Bill Landeryou.
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (12:16): It gives me great pleasure to celebrate the outstanding contribution to public life
and to the union movement that Bill Landeryou made. It was indeed a truly remarkable life. He was a
distinguished member of Parliament, a minister of the Crown, a man who was dedicated in many ways
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to improving the lives of working people and a lifelong supporter of the union movement and the
Australian Labor Party. His death at age 77 I think would be seen as tragic in his family’s eyes. It is
certainly a great loss of a great Labor luminary. He lived life and he lived politics large.
He was a member of the Legislative Council from 1976 to 1992. When it comes to figures who have
played a considerable role in Victoria’s labour movement I do not think there are many people who
have stood taller than Bill Landeryou. In the 1970s and 1980s he was everywhere. He was a
quintessentially Victorian figure leading the fight for better conditions and wages. One member of the
Labor admin committee, Pat Kelly—he was a perennial member of the admin committee, from
memory—once described Bill as a person who could speak to Catholics and Masons and convince
both that he was on their side.
Bill, like me, in the past was an official of the then Federated Storemen and Packers Union, now the
National Union of Workers. His great passion in life was improving the lot of working people, and he
dedicated his life to this cause. Bill’s addresses to Parliament really hit a height of passion when he
invoked what he saw as injustice being directed to working people.
Bill left school at 15, afterwards working for a trucking company. He was appointed as a research
officer, although I think that is the subject of some dispute. A number of articles actually describe
Bill’s first job as ‘a lowly ranked dues collector’. Believe me as a Treasurer, there is nothing lowly
about collecting dues.
I remember that Bill was considered one of those people you just had to be around because he was so
infectious with his love of the union movement and his patronage of people within the organisation.
He had this fundamental view that the labour movement should never consider itself in any way
invertedly elite. There was at the time a view that you should not encourage people from the working
class and other backgrounds into the union movement simply because they pursued an academic
career. I remember sitting in the John Curtin pub—I am pretty sure it was the John Curtin pub —and
I think it would be true to say that I was being teased by some of the organisers for that union. Bill was
sitting there watching the organisers call me an academic. Bill, looking at them, said, ‘He is no
academic’, and I thought to myself, ‘Has he been talking to my university lecturers or something?’.
No, in fact Bill made the following point. He said, ‘He is not an academic; he is an asset of the labour
movement’. He was very strong on that view. I do not think he was talking specifically about me. Of
course the great thing about Bill was that he supported the idea of bringing in talent, and it was always
about nurturing capacity and skill.
I remember reading in Blanche d’Alpuget’s book on Bob Hawke about the critical role Bill played in
the movement of Bob into politics and ultimately to becoming Prime Minister. She actually credited
Bill with a key role in that work. While Bob Hawke was at the time by his own admission dealing with
uncertainty, insecurity and substantial personal turmoil in his life, the interesting thing was that Bill
never wavered in his desire to get Bob into federal politics. It was one of those things you could see he
was driven by. In fact he disagreed with Bob on a number of things, and I suppose the most obvious
one was Bob’s desire to open up the country to uranium mining. Bill steadfastly opposed it—and Bill
was right, by the way. Indeed it was one of those things that he spent a lot of time working for.
One of the interesting things that John Hurst said in his biography of Bob Hawke was that Bill
Landeryou was ‘the man at the centre of the moves’, in terms of the elevation of Bob into federal
Parliament. The storemen and packers union, which I joined, as I said, 20 years after Bill had avoided
being permanently terminated by that organisation, transformed into the National Union of Workers.
It is credited with the foundation of many great Labor figures: people such as Bill Kelty, Simon Crean
and Greg Sword, and of course the member for Keysborough, the member for Sydenham and the
member for Narre Warren South. So we have a number of people who have a great role model and
Labor legend to live up to.
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As Bill Kelty once observed, the Federated Storemen and Packers Union was one of the most
significant unions in Australia’s industrial history. Well, Bill Landeryou played a critical role in
making it so. He opened it up to the idea of modern organising. He opened it up to the idea of pursuing
a wider variety of claims and making the union provide a wider range of services to members than had
historically been provided, whether it was the idea of insurance cover or superannuation. Even now I
am amazed that there were union officials back in the late 1960s who managed to convince workers,
blue-collar workers eking out a pretty tough existence in particular in the skin and hide industry, to
abandon in part a wage claim to start to lock away the idea of occupational superannuation. Bill
Landeryou and the storemen and packers were a critical part of that drive.
Bill correctly saw the Labor Party as the best vehicle for improving the lives of workers, and he held
that conviction for his entire life. He was a talented leader and reformer within the union movement,
and he played a key role in achieving the conditions and pay that Australians, and particularly union
members, enjoy. His many years in the union movement saw a great change in the way that Victorians
work and the shape of our economy. Bill was a key figure in the union movement of the 1960s and
1970s, and if you ever doubted it you just had to ask Bill. He lived large, and he made it clear that
people should not hide their light under a bushel. What we have seen of course is many changes in our
society, in our economy and in our workplaces that have benefited everyday people. His commitment
to fairness and opportunity for all was unmatched.
He was a big thinker and was in many ways well ahead of his time. He had ideas for the economic
development of Victoria and the modernising of the Victorian and Australian economies that are now
looked back on as turning points in the development of this state. When he entered Parliament in 1976
as the member for Doutta Galla Province—one of the many Labor people fortunate enough to
represent the western suburbs of Melbourne—he never forgot where he came from or the people that
he represented, though it was his longstanding belief that the Legislative Council should be abolished.
It was probably one of the sorer points in his career that he could not quite get there, but he was no
doubt of the view that he was proud to find himself as a member of the west. That was Bill though. As
the Premier has indicated, he saw the Council as an anachronism, a gentlemen’s club, unnecessary,
extravagant and, I would suggest, a few other adjectives on occasion. A few members of this chamber
may have entertained even more colourful language, but Bill had the courage to vocalise his views. In
a sense he was a man appointed to Parliament to do the bidding not of the chamber to which he was
elected but of the people that he sought to serve.
Bill was himself a key member of the Cain and Kirner Labor governments, serving as the Leader of
the Government in the Legislative Council, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for
Tourism, Minister for Industrial Affairs and Minister of Labour and Industry. As a government
minister he followed the same principle he held as a union official: a commitment to working people
and the belief that the Victorian economy should benefit the people of Victoria and be made to provide
a broader public good. He laid the foundation for many Labor people to follow, demonstrating how to
stick to and stand up for our common values while having ideas and policies that meet the challenges
of the modern day. Unlike many of the conservative members of Parliament, Bill always maintained
that the right to a job was a fundamental right to any individual.
Bill was staunchly Labor—not surprising, really. He had his fans on both sides of Parliament, and
indeed Jeff Kennett once praised him for his quick thinking and ministerial talents. Bill would have
hated that. He would have hated that Jeff said anything nice about him, but he did elicit those sorts of
responses, because you could not help but acknowledge the skills and capacity of the man.
I think the Premier might have stolen my thunder on the debate that Bill led on the Liquor Control
(Orderly Marketing) Bill 1976, a bill to set a uniform price on beer. What Bill is quoted as saying in
Hansard is:
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In taking away from the publican, as is proposed, the right to set a price for his product, the Bill will make
compulsory a set level of profit, regardless of the wishes of the publican or the consumer. At least Ned Kelly
had the decency to wear a mask! The government is now unmasked and its real policy is naked before us.

I thought to myself, ‘Wow, that escalated quickly—from unmasking to disrobing’. Bill was never
above mixing a metaphor to make a point, and he did it with great aplomb.
Bill was a fearless Labor leader, a formidable member of this Parliament. He mentored many young
people in the trade union movement and the Labor Party, including Simon Crean and Bill Kelty of
course. He was a close confidant of one of the best prime ministers that Victoria has produced, Bob
Hawke, who he famously met at the John Curtin Hotel in Carlton when Bob was having a few drinks
with some mates from Trades Hall, and Bill told him to clear off because he was crowding his space
at the bar. It was the start of a long and productive relationship.
Bill was also a genuinely good bloke. He could never have had too many friends in politics—although
he probably could have done with a few more on occasion—and Bill had done the most he possibly
could with his opportunities. He also had his fair share of enemies. There was a suggestion at one stage
that Bill was going to write a book. I am not sure that it ever came to anything, but I imagine there
were a lot of nervous people in the Labor Party while Bill was considering whether or not to put pen
to paper. Bill relished the idea that people thought strongly of him, with either great affection or
antipathy. That was because he believed in the things that he spoke about. It was not the lukewarm or
tepid engagement for Bill Landeryou; it was a forthright and outspoken belief in his values—values
that he lived large all of his life.
Bill was a family man, the loving husband of Mary, who he credited with his effort to give up alcohol
before one of his attempts at entering federal Parliament. He said that he had succumbed to a higher
force—not the Prime Minister but in fact his wife, Mary, who had insisted that he give up alcohol. He
said, ‘And if I win the seat, I’ll give up the smokes’. He was able to continue smoking.
But the great thing about Bill, as a family man and as a man who believed in great Labor traditions, is
that he was always a great believer in making sure that people achieve their full potential.
Bill was a friend of Bob Hawke. You can imagine the drinks and the discussions that they would have
had.
I want to pay tribute to Bill Landeryou, a genuinely good man—a great man—a proud Victorian, a
tireless advocate for workers and a giant of the Victorian union movement, indeed a giant of the
Australian labour movement, and a man who opened up a path that I had the great privilege to follow
because he blazed such a wide trail for many of us in the labour movement.
Vale, William Albert Landeryou, trailblazer, mentor, labour movement reformer and achiever. To his
family—Anne Marie, his daughter; Andrew, his son; and of course we cannot forget Senator
Kimberley Kitching, his daughter-in-law—Bill would be so proud of you all. To see that the Labor
tradition continues would have thrilled him, I know. To think that somebody in his family eventually
got into federal politics would have thrilled him. Congratulations on being so close to such a great
man. For his achievements, a grateful state thanks him.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (12:31): I join the condolence motion for William Albert Landeryou.
As has already been said, Bill was born in Moonee Ponds. He was one of 11 children in a very large
family, which was quite common in those particular times. He left school at the age of 15 and worked
for a trucking firm. Then, as has been said, he joined the Federated Storemen and Packers Union as a
dues collector, then as a research officer, then as an organiser, then as a state secretary, then as the
federal secretary and then as the federal president. As I understand it, the storemen and packers union
and the Federated Liquor and Allied Industries Employees Union actually merged during that time
and basically created a super union, with something like 200 000 members. This became the launching
pad for Simon Crean and his political career.
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As has been said, Bill was very involved in Bob Hawke’s career. As I understand it, Bill was involved
in actually having the storemen and packers pub named the RJ Hawke Hotel. The reason the hotel was
called the ‘RJ Hawke Hotel’ rather than the ‘Bob Hawke Hotel’ was because they felt that calling it
the Bob Hawke Hotel was just a bit too informal. They actually wanted it to be called the RJ Hawke
Pub out there in the northern suburbs.
As has also been said, Bill ran for preselection for federal Parliament a couple of times but was
unsuccessful.
Bill served as the Minister for Economic Development, the Minister for Tourism, the Minister for
Industrial Affairs and the Minister of Labour and Industry in the early years of the Cain government.
If you measure someone’s life, particularly their political life, by the column centimetres that are
generated in the media or by their contributions to Parliament, Bill Landeryou had a very rich and a
very colourful political life. As has been said, Bill’s first job, as he saw it, when he was elected to the
other place was to actually get rid of it. He was quoted at the time as saying:
That Upper House at the moment is so irrelevant it’s not funny. It spends $2 million a year and last year sat
for 39 days for an average of six hours and 12 minutes a day, which included one hour and 45 minutes for
evening meal.

He did not go as far as a former federal Prime Minister with his reflections on the Senate, but I am
sure he had similar views around that sort of thing. He was quoted in the Labor Star newspaper as
saying:
To say Bill Landeryou is obsessive about the abolition of the Legislative Council ...

is an understatement. He believed that they should be gotten rid of, but he did serve a long time there,
and I am sure he came to see the benefit of the upper house as a member of that particular place. As I
understand it—and the Treasurer touched on this—Jeff Kennett paid him a compliment. We know
being damned with faint praise by your opposition is sometimes the worst thing that could happen, but
at one stage he was led to actually issue a writ against said Mr Kennett. The press report states Mr
Landeryou:
... has issued a writ claiming damages for alleged libel against the new State Opposition Leader, Mr Kennett.
Mr Landeryou claims damages over statements allegedly made by Mr Kennett to a group of newspaper
journalists at a press conference on Tuesday, following his election as Liberal leader.
The writ, issued late yesterday by solicitors Holding Redlich and Co.—

surprise, surprise!—
of East Melbourne, claims the statements were made by Mr Kennett with the intention they would be
published in the newspapers.

I think that is stating the obvious. If Mr Kennett was going to make a statement to a bunch of
journalists, he would most likely be hoping they would be published in the newspaper. I am not sure
what came of that legal challenge at that particular time, but I am sure, having read Hansard and the
comments in the media clips, they had a very good verbal duelling relationship during their time in
Parliament.
At one stage Bill was actually going on a plane trip to Echuca to visit my electorate. On approaching
Echuca they realised that the landing gear would not come down, and they had to turn around and
come back to Melbourne. They had to circle Moorabbin and make sure that the control tower could
see that the wheels were actually down, and apparently they had the most perfect of landings, but I am
sure there was a lot of nervous energy used up on that particular plane trip—and he never did get to
Echuca that time.
Bill did have an interesting time with the then Premier, John Cain. I note in one of the articles that he
actually won Politician of the Year from the state parliamentary press gallery. He was in very good
company, and I will come to that, but it was reported:
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The former Minister, widely quoted earlier in the year when he said something about being hanged for a
parking offence, was presented with a parking meter.

On being presented with that parking meter by the press gallery, he actually felt it should be put outside
Premier John Cain’s office rather than his office. But he joined good company in being Politician of
the Year award. Neil McInnes was awarded that for defecting from The Nationals to the Liberals—
the world was just going to rack and ruin—and then lost his seat, which was true justice for doing that;
Jeff Kennett won it for just being Jeff Kennett; and Daryl McClure won it for being asleep during a
division in the upper house and missing a crucial vote. So Bill joined very good company in being
awarded Politician of the Year.
I think people have already canvassed quite widely his first contribution in Parliament, which was on
the Liquor Control (Orderly Marketing) Bill 1976. As I understand it from reading it, that was very
much legislation around the supermarkets getting packaged beer licences and actually cutting the price
of packaged beer, which was undermining the returns to publicans in selling packaged beer. He did
say in that debate:
At least Ned Kelly had the decency to wear a mask!

The debate that he contributed to which I want to touch on in my contribution was on a motion moved
by Don Hayward in the other place about State Electricity Commission employees. That was actually
in Bill’s industrial relations role, where he was negotiating a pay rise for those employees—it was
about a 7 per cent pay rise. He actually felt that those people who were members of the union should
receive their pay rise backdated to the start of February and that those people who were not members
of the union should not get their pay rise until 1 July. As the Treasurer touched on, Bill was a very
passionate supporter of the union movement and those who were members of unions, and he felt that
those people who were members of a union should have their pay rises paid before others. He was not
going to penalise those who were not members of unions, but he was going to incentivise people to
actually be members of unions by doing that, because as he went on to say, it was:
... fundamental and obvious that those who contribute to the cost of preparing, presenting and prosecuting a
wage claim are entitled to the benefits of that wage claim and those who share the benefits of those
negotiations and accept those benefits without contributing do so at a marginally higher living standard—

because they do not contribute to the union. That was his philosophy around that.
Members: Hear, hear!
Mr WALSH: I hear the ‘Hear, hear’ from the other side. We might think about doing the same for
the price of returns to farmers over that particular time. Just to finish off, and for the benefit of the
Deputy Premier, one of Bill’s other skills was that he actually bred roses as a hobby. In 1985, with an
election in the seat of Monbulk in which Neil Pope was standing against the then Deputy Premier,
Mr Borthwick, Bill Landeryou promised Mr Pope that if he unseated the then member for Monbulk,
Bill would actually breed a rose for him. There is a photo of him presenting this new rose to Neil Pope;
he called it ‘Monbulk Victory’. I suppose both the Leader of the Parliamentary Liberal Party and I
would be very happy to breed a rose for the person who defeats the member for Monbulk.
Members interjecting.
Mr WALSH: But seriously, Bill Landeryou was someone who made a huge contribution to public
life, and I think we are all indebted to his contribution both in the union movement and in this particular
place and to what he did for Victoria. My sincere condolences to all those of his family who are here
in the gallery today, to those that are his wider family and to all his friends. He was someone that did
really make a significant contribution to Victorian public life. Vale, Bill Landeryou.
Mr PAKULA (Keysborough—Minister for Racing, Minister for Jobs, Innovation and Trade,
Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events) (12:40): Last sitting Thursday I was proud and
somewhat surprised to have been asked to act as a pallbearer at the funeral of the Honourable William
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Albert Landeryou. There were literally dozens of people at the funeral who knew Bill better than I did.
Truth be told I had not seen Bill for some years, but I can only assume—and it is my understanding—
that I was asked not because of my personal relationship with Bill but because of the offices that I have
held both previously and now. It says an enormous amount about the pride that Bill felt in the union
that he built, the political operation that was associated with it and the people who emerged from it.
To understand all that properly you have to go back 50 years to the time when a young organiser, who
had only been with the union for a few years and was at that time only 28 years old, took over what
was then a pretty tame and reasonably insignificant show, the Federated Storemen and Packers Union
of Australia. He took that union over—and I think previous speakers have indicated that there had
been a degree of contention about the role that Bill had been playing in the union up to the point where
he became the secretary in 1969—and he had a vision for how the union could be better. He turned it,
as other speakers have indicated, into an industrial and political powerhouse, and he did so as a result
of the people that he recruited and the member-focused culture that he built.
By the time I began at the union in June 1993, it had been through a series of amalgamations—with
the Commonwealth Foremen’s Association of Australia, with the United Sales Representatives and
Commercial Travellers Guild of Australia, with the rubber workers union, with the cold storage union
and with the Federated Millers and Manufacturing Grocers Union—and it had been renamed the
National Union of Workers. By 1993 Bill had not been an official for a number of years, but many of
the officials who taught me what a good union looked like and who taught me what it took to be a
good union official—people like Greg Sword, like Denis Lennen, like Peter Kelly, like Ron Chadwick
and like Bob Poole—were people that had been hired by Bill Landeryou and had been taught by Bill
Landeryou what it took to be a good union official.
So the place that I walked into—and indeed the place that the Treasurer walked into, the place that the
Minister for Roads walked into, the place that the member for Sydenham and the member for Narre
Warren South walked into—was a place imbued with the lessons that Bill Landeryou had imparted to
officials over many years, which had a culture that was extraordinarily unique. I feel the goosebumps
as I think about it because it was an amazing place to work, and it was an amazing place to work
because of the lessons that Bill Landeryou drummed into people.
And what were they? Well, Bill Kelty, who was coincidentally one of the first people that Bill
Landeryou hired, went through some of those lessons at Bill’s funeral, but many more of them were
drummed into me and into everyone who walked through the door in our early days in the union. The
lessons were: first and foremost, always involve your members. Tell them the truth, no matter how
difficult. Tell them the pros and cons of each and every course of action they might take. Make a
recommendation to them—that is what they pay your for. Do not be afraid to tell them when you think
they are wrong. Do not lead them down the path of disaster. If you have to have a blue, stick it out
until you win. Present a professional face to the boss. Wear a suit and tie. Your members do not expect
you to look like them. They want someone who can go head-to-head with their employer, not just with
brawn but with brains, because if you are just tough, the smart ones will beat you, and if you are just
smart, the tough ones will beat you. So you have to be both. Hire the best people. Grab them and figure
out where to put them later, because you cannot have too many. Prepare comprehensive summaries.
Prepare comprehensive handouts. Draft agreements and commission submissions with precision.
When I walked into the place the Treasurer was the assistant federal secretary. He was one of the
people imbuing me with those values. It is fair to say that we developed an attitude, and that attitude
was no secret to the rest of the labour movement. We called it Fortress NUW. The rest of the
movement thought that we thought we were pretty good as far as trade unions went, and we were.
That was in large part down to—
A member interjected.
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Mr PAKULA: Well, we were. That was in large part down to Bill Landeryou and to the union
culture that he created.
In assessing Bill’s legacy, there are two more achievements that stand out to me that I want to talk
about: industry superannuation and the Victorian Labor right. I will leave the Essendon Football Club
for others to talk about. Bill, along with Greg Sword, created LUCRF Super in the 1970s. As the
Treasurer indicated, after a campaign in the skin and hide industry and a bitter dispute with
Woolworths, they secured what would become the foundation stone for the profound industry
superannuation reforms of the 1980s and the 1990s.
Bill was, along with a range of other people, instrumental in the creation of the Labor Unity group
following federal intervention in the Victorian ALP in the early 1970s. Bill had a fervent belief in the
importance of a strong moderate faction, which was essential at the time given some of the things that
the party had gone through, and he viewed that as being essential to provide ballast in the Labor Party
for the election and the maintenance of Labor governments at both state and federal level.
To go back to where I began, the manner in which Bill’s industrial and political objectives were
intertwined is, I think, another reason that the Landeryou family asked not just me but Simon Crean
to assist in carrying Bill’s coffin at his funeral. To those that consider that there is a degree of irony in
the fact that Simon and I were the ones who had been asked, I would say it is just another example of
Bill’s ability to bring people together, even from beyond the grave.
For Bill, the trade union movement and the Labor Party were properly two parts of the one endeavour:
unions delivering pay rises and job security, and Labor governments delivering to working people all
of those things that could not be won on the shop floor. Bill made his own decision to make the move
from the union to the Parliament and to the ministry, and ironically the list of ministries that were read
out are all ministries that are currently held either by the Treasurer or by myself. He was always
incredibly proud of anybody who came from our organisation and achieved high office in a Labor
government, because in Bill’s estimation we were the carriers of an important and unbroken legacy
and he saw that that legacy of the union that he built was an important one and that the capacity of
people to emerge from it and to take part in Labor governments was equally important. In that respect,
Bill and I were always in wholehearted agreement.
To Andrew and Anne-Marie—and indeed to Kimberley and the rest of the family, but particularly to
Andrew and Anne-Marie—I want to say that your father was an exceptionally important figure in the
history of our movement over the past half-century. He was a man of ambition and bravery. He was
not flawless, but he was a greater agent of change for that. When I say that he was not flawless, there
were stories—many, many stories—that I heard and undoubtedly many others heard over our time at
the union that would not bear repeating, but there is one that I think probably summarises the
cheekiness and the cunning that Bill Landeryou often applied, and it was one that was told by Ron
Chadwick. When Ron was a shop steward at Freight Bases, which was an old storemen and packers
site on the waterfront, Ron was unhappy with Bill for some reason or other, so he led a delegation of
workers from Freight Bases up to the storemen and packers office on Lygon Street in 1975. Bill had
to consider a way to calm them down and to defuse the situation, so he called Ron in and he offered
him a job as an organiser. Ron started at the union the following week, and the dispute was resolved.
It went well for Bill and it went pretty well for Ron as well, because in 2005, 30 years later, I did Ron’s
farewell, so he got a long career out of that dispute, and Bill got the matter resolved.
To Andrew and Anne-Marie, I know you are both incredibly proud of all of Bill’s achievements as
you have lived them and as you have heard them described by members on both sides in this house
today. You are entitled to be very proud of those achievements. He was, as I say, an unbelievably
important figure in the history of this party and in the history of the labour movement for the last halfcentury. Many, many of his legacies will stand the test of time. Vale, Bill Landeryou.
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Ms HUTCHINS (Sydenham) (12:51): William Albert Landeryou: worker, trade unionist, member
for Doutta Galla, shadow minister, Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Council, Leader of the
Government in the Legislative Council, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Tourism,
Minister for Industrial Affairs, Minister of Labour and Industry, and of course loving husband of Mary,
father of Anne-Marie and Andrew, father-in-law to both Kimberley and Mat and grandfather to Dylan,
Drew, Jay and her husband, Alex. He was the son of Albert and Dulcie, and one thing I want to focus
on in my speech today is that he was also a champion of employment of disabled people. He spent
many years of his life post-Parliament dedicated to this cause and to building an amazing organisation
called TEAM. There are not many people who leave this place and go on and do such amazing work
as Bill Landeryou did.
Bill was also a mentor to many significant Labor figures, as has been mentioned by others in this
place—he was a chief organiser of the push for Bob Hawke. As a result of that I became a fan of Bill
in my teenage years. Unfortunately, though, Bill was not perfect—like our Premier, he is a supporter
of the Bombers. I had the pleasure of representing the Premier at Bill’s funeral on 7 March at
St Monica’s and hearing great contributions and eulogies from Bill Kelty and the Honourable Bill
Shorten, who made the point that the gathering at St Monica’s was the biggest of the Victorian right
that he had ever seen in our great Labor Party. His son, Andrew, gave a beautiful eulogy that was so
personal and moving.
Today I want to reflect on some words from his daughter, Anne-Marie, who I am pleased to say is my
friend and a constituent in my area. These are Anne-Marie’s words:
It was very important to Dad, and Mum, that we be shielded from the outside craziness that was often going
on around us and that life was as simple and normal as could be. Of course—when your parents are as
extraordinary as ours were, that’s simply not possible.
It didn’t matter what was going on or how busy political life was, Dad was there. He’d drive—

from Parliament back to Sunbury—
just so he could have breakfast with us …
Dad was a dreamer, he taught us to think big and to live life to the fullest, leaving no stone unturned as we
chased our dreams.
As fabulous as it was to celebrate the highs with Dad, it was when things got tough that he really came into
his own.

At this point I would like to quote Martin Luther King, Jr:
The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he
stands at times of challenge and controversy’.

I quote from Anne-Marie’s contribution at his graveside:
If you’ve ever weathered a storm with my dad by your side, you were indeed lucky.

At Bill’s send-off many personal contributions were made to his casket, and I just want to touch on
those. His friend Ian put a newspaper into the casket, delivering his daily news one last time. His
grandson Drew put in the ashes of his little dog Rusty so that he would have his lapdog companion
forever. His grandson-in-law, Alex, put in a Hillside Football Club beanie to keep his head warm when
he cheers at the Sharks games. His granddaughter, Jay, put in one of Mary’s love-heart earrings so that
he could give her back the matching pair. His son-in-law, Mat, put in a bottle of red as well for all the
reds Bill bought home for him. Anne-Marie put in his mobile phone, saying, ‘So when you’ve got a
great idea, Dad, you can call me at 6.00 a.m.’; and Andrew of course put in an Essendon scarf so that
he could have it at hand to wave on Essendon’s victories.
As I mentioned, in the 1980s I was a fan of Bill’s as an up-and-coming young Labor member. I was
visiting Parliament House in the 1980s in my school uniform, and he was the only member that I came
across in the corridors that recognised my school uniform. He did not know me from a bar of soap,
but he recognised the school uniform from a western suburbs school and asked me how I was doing.
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Not in a million years did I think that I would be a member in this place today talking about him, nor
did I think in a million years that his granddaughter would be such a significant leader in a seat that I
represent here. His granddaughter, Jay, is the head of junior school at Springside West Secondary
College in my electorate and is a great role model for many young kids in our area.
I want to read a couple of quotes from Jay that she presented as part of the eulogy:
Papa ensured that we had a childhood full of love and adventure and made sure we knew that our opinions
and dreams were important and valued. He encouraged our thirst for knowledge and fed our curiosity about
the world by exposing us to a range of cultures and people. He taught us … to live our lives fully, to fight for
what and who we believed in, to work harder … to achieve our dreams, to prioritise spending quality time
with people who are special to us and to enjoy the finer things in life.

What an amazing life lesson to leave for your grandchildren. Jay went on to say:
We would discuss politics—worldwide, national, state or—

anything going on—
in my workplace. He would always have advice to give, a unique point of view to share or a story to tell …
He treated every battle like a war—

and I think we have heard of some of that today—
whether it be talking about the need for gender equality in Parliament or his ability to take his own obs in
hospital, Papa would never waver in his beliefs and showed me how to present an argument in a strong and
sometimes stern voice.

I want to thank Jay for sharing her words with me today so I could put them on the parliamentary
record.
Finally, I want to talk about the legacy that Bill left behind with the organisation called TEAM. AnneMarie had the privilege of working by her dad’s side for the last 17 years at TEAM. It is an organisation
that has driven great opportunity for kids and young people with disability.
On 3 December last year I had the pleasure of seeing Bill in my electorate at the opening of the Taylors
Hill TEAM shed. Bill was a founder of TEAM—or training, employment, accommodation and
mentoring—a great initiative that has worked in partnership with government, employers, consumers
and community stakeholders to deliver numerous diverse employment services and opportunities for
people with a disability or facing disadvantage. I was honoured to help celebrate the opening of this
great program, which will use previously idle Melbourne Water land to deliver training and
employment services to people living with a disability in my area and beyond.
In concluding, let me just say Bill and his wife met in the 1960s while she was training as a nurse at
Epworth hospital, and this is where he spent a lot of time undergoing his treatment. I would like to
quote some of his final words to his daughter, Anne-Marie, whilst he was in hospital. He said:
Given my real life started here—

that is, in the hospital—
it’s only fitting that it ends here. I had a good life. I’ve drunk beer with wharfies and port with prime ministers
and presidents, and I even danced with Princess Diana …

His words to Anne-Marie were:
… but you have loved me every day of your life, so I am truly blessed.

To Anne-Marie and Mat, Andrew and Kimberley, Jay and Alex, and Drew and Dylan, my
condolences. I pay my respects and express my true respect for Bill Landeryou. Vale, Bill Landeryou.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (13:00): I rise today to remember the life of Bill Landeryou. As the
Premier indicated, Bill was elected to represent Doutta Galla Province at the 1976 state election. Not
long thereafter Jack Tripovich, who was the other member for Doutta Galla, passed away. David
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White succeeded Jack. When David arrived at the Legislative Council Bill collared him and said,
‘White, there are nine of us up here in the Legislative Council. Seven aren’t working, and I’m not sure
about you’.
Opposition is hard, but when you are in the process of losing nine consecutive state elections, it
becomes particularly challenging. Spending a generation in opposition saw some members of the state
parliamentary Labor Party give up any hope of ever sitting on this side of the house, but Bill Landeryou
was not one of them.
David and Bill would compete with each other in their attacks on the Hamer government. After one
particular debate David asked Bill how he thought he went. The response was, ‘You were hopeless.
Unless you make the hair on the back on my neck stand up, do not even bother’. David and Bill would
then seek to outdo each other in debate in the other place. The ferocity of the attacks prompted Alan
Hunt, a senior minister in the Hamer government in the other place, to have a conversation with White
and Landeryou. Hunt pointed out the way that legislation had traditionally been dealt with in the other
place. Hunt said, ‘We are the government. We introduce the bills. You can move your amendments,
and some of these we will agree with. Then we will say nice things about you, and then you will say
nice things about us’. David and Bill said that they did not want that. Hunt then inquired, ‘What do
you want?’. They responded by saying, ‘We want your job so you can move amendments to our
legislation’, or words to that effect.
In addition to David White, Bill was instrumental in recruiting people like Race Mathews and Rob
Jolly into the caucus, and he played an important role in delivering the numbers for a woman standing
for preselection for the seat of Melbourne West prior to the 1982 state election. That woman was of
course Joan Kirner.
Bill had a focus on winning and worked assiduously to bring together the human capital to form the
basis of a long-term Labor government. Bill spearheaded John Cain’s first challenge to become Leader
of the Opposition and ultimately the successful second challenge, and he recognised early on that the
Victorian people were looking for a moderate and temperate figure like Cain to lead the state. For
those who are particularly interested, the result of first ballot was, I am told, 29 to 14, but as David
White said, the die was cast. Those efforts formed the basis of what was to become the longest serving
Labor government in Victorian history.
Bill also played an important role in the rise of Prime Minister John Howard. It all began with a fairly
innocuous motion moved in the other place during opposition business which condemned the Hamer
government for failing to appoint an investigator from the office of the Commissioner of Corporate
Affairs to investigate the affairs of a company registered as Nandina Investments—all fairly pedestrian
at one reading. The debate occurred on 15 November 1977, which was at the start of the 1977 federal
election campaign. What the motion explored were the business dealings of the federal Treasurer of
the day, Phillip Lynch. Four days later Malcolm Fraser effectively stood down Phillip Lynch and
installed John Howard as acting Treasurer.
As others have indicated, Bill played a critical role in the preselection of Bob Hawke to the seat of
Wills prior to the 1980 federal election. It is worth also noting that when Bill left this place he created
a vacancy that enabled a former federal MP to enter state politics. That man was John Brumby.
None of us ever know how long we have in this place. It is often beyond our influence and our control.
What is within our control, however, is how we choose to spend our time while we are here. Bill had
his eyes firmly on the prize of winning the 1982 state election, ensuring that Bob Hawke could enter
federal Parliament and ensuring that John Brumby could succeed him. These actions played a critical
role in supporting and enabling two long-term state Labor governments and helped elect the longest
serving Labor Prime Minister.
To Andrew and Kimberly and to Anne-Marie and Mat, I am so sorry for your loss. Vale, Bill Landeryou.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
962

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 19 March 2019

Motion agreed to in silence, members showing unanimous agreement by standing in their places.
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (13:06): I move:
That, as a further mark of respect to the memory of the late Honourable William Albert Landeryou, the house
now adjourns until 2.15 p.m. today.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 1.06 p.m.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 2.18 p.m.
Announcements
DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER (14:18): Honourable members, before calling the Premier, we have with us today
in the gallery a number of representatives from New Zealand and also the Islamic community. We
have the Consul General of New Zealand and, as I say, a number of other representatives of
government and non-government organisations and community organisations. We have the acting
Consul General of Turkey, the president and members of the Islamic Council of Victoria and various
members of the Board of Imams of Victoria, the Islamic Museum of Australia, Benevolence Australia,
the Centre for Muslim Wellbeing and the Multicultural Youth Network. We welcome and
acknowledge the presence in the gallery of all those people.
Condolences
CHRISTCHURCH MOSQUES TERRORIST ATTACK
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (14:19): By leave, I move:
That this house:
1)

offers its deep and sincere condolences to the families, friends and loved ones of the innocent victims
whose lives were tragically taken in the Christchurch mosques terror attack on 15 March 2019;

2)

sends a message of solidarity to Victoria’s Muslim communities and communities around the world;

3)

condemns all forms of violence and terrorism; and

4)

reaffirms its unwavering commitment to a strong multicultural and multifaith Victoria.

For the Muslim communities of Christchurch—the congregations at Al Noor Mosque and the
Linwood Islamic Centre—last Friday should have been a day of devotion and an occasion dedicated
to quiet solace and salaam. But instead, as we know—as we will always know—last Friday evil came
to Christchurch, and in its wake 50 innocent and defenceless lives were taken. Dozens of families were
destroyed, and a network of grief now extends across the globe. Today on behalf of our Parliament,
on behalf of our state I would like to begin by expressing my deepest sympathy to and solidarity with
those families and with Victoria’s Muslim communities and communities around the world.
As with all acts of terror, this was an attack motivated by nothing less than pure evil. There is still
something particularly offensive about targeting a place of worship, committing such violence against
a congregation of men and women, husbands and wives, parents and their children gathered together
in peaceful prayer. Although there remain a multitude of unknowns and centimetre by centimetre,
second by second, the events of last Friday will be examined and re-examined, it is already abundantly
clear that, just as with every act of extremism, this act of evil was predicated on that worst falsehood
of all—that when it comes to those who do not look exactly the same as us or pray exactly the same
as us, who may not speak our language or share our beliefs, we have something to fear. It is a
falsehood. It is a lie designed to sow distrust and division, to pit us against one another, to rob us of
our common bonds, our shared humanity.
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As we saw on Friday, there are those who pursue these aims in the most violent and vicious ways
imaginable. Then there are those who with words rather than warfare attempt to do the same. These
individuals tell us that somehow Islam is incompatible with the Australian way of life, that
immigration and the people it brings are a threat to our security and that our multicultural, multifaith
identity, so proudly built over so many generations, is divisive and dangerous, but we know that when
it comes to actually threatening our way of life there is nothing more dangerous than hate.
That is why today it is not enough to merely extend our condolences. Instead, as a state and as a nation,
we also have a real responsibility to extend our commitment to driving out the dark politics of division
and calling out the crude and cruel discourse that threatens to undermine everything we have fought
so hard to achieve. At a time like this, when it feels like the world is shrouded in paranoia and
propaganda, it can be hard to imagine a way forward when there are those so driven by hatred, so
perverted by extremism, and then those so willing to use cheap politics to further their own toxic
ambitions. How in the context of that do we even begin to respond?
At the same time we would be doing ourselves and the proud people across the Tasman a disservice
if we saw the events of last Friday as solely a reflection of everything that is so awfully wrong with
our world. Instead we should remember that in the wake of this terrible tragedy we saw countless
examples of everything that is right. There is perhaps no greater example of that than those in our
Muslim communities. These are communities that would have been totally forgiven—and indeed
would have owed no apology or explanation—had they cancelled their events, closed their doors and
held each other that little bit tighter in such a time of grief. Instead it was these same communities who
defiantly, proudly and courageously refused to be intimidated by evil, who warmly welcomed
everyone into their places of worship and who in opening their doors, opened hearts.
On Sunday afternoon I was privileged to meet with one such community at the Umar Bin Al-Khattab
Mosque in Preston. Representatives of that mosque join us here today. Visiting the mosque I was just
one among thousands. Victorians from every walk of life, every faith and every culture gathered
together as one to grieve, to mourn, to comfort, united by a single message for our brothers and sisters
in the Muslim community: you are respected, you are valued and here in Victoria you are home.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (14:26): Martin Luther King Jr said:
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.

There can be few acts of greater evil than the massacre of innocent men, women and children at prayer,
an act of both indescribable hatred and unutterable cowardice. This horrific act of terrorism was
intended to set communities against each other. It will not succeed. That is why, echoing the words of
Martin Luther King Jr, we respond with light and with love. We demonstrate to those who choose
darkness and hate that they will not divide us; they only bring us closer. They will not weaken us; we
will only become stronger.
In a week when our cousins in New Zealand are mourning the most tragic of losses at the hands of an
act of terrorism we send our heartfelt condolences to the families and friends of those lost. We stand
with all the people of New Zealand who are suffering a terrible hurt, who are mourning not only the
loss of 50 of their citizens but are also mourning the loss of innocence and of the peace that they have
previously enjoyed. We stand with the Muslim community in New Zealand as well as here in Victoria,
people of faith who have had the sanctuary of their place of worship desecrated by bloodshed. They
too have lost a sense of security. Their mosques should be a place where the worries of the outside
world can be left behind for a time while they pray and honour God. Those Muslim communities
should know that people of all faiths, as well as people of no faith, stand with them and support them,
especially at this terrible time.
While some discussed the terrorist who took the lives of others, we should celebrate people like Abdul
Aziz, whose courage led him to pick up a credit card machine and throw it at the gunman and chase
him into his car, saving countless lives at Linwood mosque. We should honour those who did not
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survive, including people like Haji Daoud Nabi, who at Al Noor stepped directly in front of a bullet
meant for another. The mosque at which 42 people were taken on that day is called Al Noor, which
means ‘the light’. It is a place where the light of faith comes from the walls and from within, and its
small, tight-knit congregation shares that light across the community.
The headline of a moving newspaper column by New Zealander Liam Hehir on Monday morning
read ‘How acts of love pierce the darkness’. It is fitting that so many acts of love pierced the darkness
that fell over Al Noor and Linwood, and it is the light that we should remember, not the darkness. In
the wake of the Christchurch terror attack it is more important than ever that all of our faith
communities know that they are an important and valued part of Victoria. On Sunday I visited the
United Muslim Migrants Association mosque in Doncaster East with the shadow Minister for
Multicultural Affairs—the Member for Forest Hill—as part of the Islamic Council of Victoria’s open
day. This open day was a reminder of Melbourne at its best, with the participation of thousands of
Victorians, including representatives from all sides of politics. I hope that the success of the day sent
a strong message to our Muslim community here in Victoria that they are respected, they are valued
and they are an important part of our state.
I hope it also sent a strong and unequivocal message to those who think that acts of hate will divide
Victorians. They are wrong. On that point I note the contemptible remarks of a certain senator from
Queensland. They stand condemned, as does he, by all right-thinking members of this community and
of this place. I do hope that we may have an opportunity to formally place that on the record in due
course.
I would like to conclude my contribution by recording a Facebook post made over the weekend by
my friend Chris Bishop, a Nationals MP in the New Zealand Parliament:
This is my friend Khaled. He came to New Zealand from Syria as a refugee in early 2016 with his family. In
Syria he was a market gardener and he’s been using those skills in Lower Hutt. He’s turned his house in Epuni
into a little market garden and you can find him most Saturdays at the Riverbank markets, selling flowers.
This morning after the Parkrun I called in to say hello (as-Salam alaykom) and buy some flowers from him.
Opposite his stall at the market was a Christian group, promoting the Bible. Hundreds of Hutt people of all
ages, nationalities, religions, and ethnicities were wandering around, buying groceries and coffee, listening to
music, enjoying themselves.
This is the New Zealand I love. This is the New Zealand we are. This is the New Zealand we must remain.
United by our tolerance, by our diversity, by our shared values of respect for all, no matter their creed, religion
or ethnicity.
Right now I am numb with sorrow, pain, and anger. But I know that as a country we will rebound and continue
to build a country where hatred has no place.

Kiwis and Victorians share many things in common. A determination to build a society where people
of different cultures and different faiths can live side by side in harmony is one of the most important
ones. On behalf of the Liberal Party and the Opposition, I am proud to support the Premier’s message
of condolence.
Mr WYNNE (Richmond—Minister for Housing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for
Planning) (14:32): Last Saturday I visited Punt Road Oval, home of the Richmond Football Club. I
went to Punt Road because one of the Tigers’ favourite sons, premiership player Bachar Houli, was
holding a football clinic as part of the Bachar Houli Academy program based at Punt Road.
This was not just a football clinic. Bachar was teaching 70 Muslim children—boys and girls—about
football but also about life, and it was impressive to watch. Bachar was very calm, incredibly humble
and very direct. He showed the kids how to mark, how to kick and how to handpass. Then he sent
those kids home with their parents with two messages: they should be proud to be Australian, and they
should be proud to be Muslim Australian.
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The next day I visited the Preston Mosque with the Premier and indeed the Assistant Treasurer as well.
This was Mosque Open Day, and the place was packed. Victorians from all faiths and walks of life
walked through the open door of the mosque. It was a very Victorian response to the tragedy of the
Christchurch terrorist attack. People came in solidarity, people brought flowers, people embraced each
other and indeed tears were shed. It made me proud to be a member of this great state. But I have to
ask: is that enough? Our condolences, our flowers, our thoughts and prayers—are they enough? In all
honesty, I have to say no, they are not enough. They are not enough when we think of the 50 men and
women killed in Christchurch and the 50 more who were wounded. They are not enough when I think
of the children at Punt Road and the families at the Preston Mosque. They are not enough because what
happened there could easily have happened here. After all, this terrorist attack was not on the other side
of the world; this was Christchurch, a city that geographically is closer to Melbourne than Perth.
We stand here today for the victims of the Christchurch mosque shootings, for all our New Zealand
cousins, for our Muslim community and for everything that our multicultural and religious diversity
stands for. And of course across this Parliament we utterly condemn this attack by an extremist who
has taken the lives of so many.
There are those who fear difference who seek to divide us with acts of hate, and those who seek to
define the society that we live in. Yet it is how we support New Zealand, how we support each other
and how we respond to this threat that ultimately defines us as a state and indeed as a community. In
Victoria we come from different parts of the world and have different backgrounds and faiths, but
there is always more that unites us than divides us—and we are so much stronger together. The ideals
of a diverse society enjoy bipartisan support here in Victoria. Successive Victorian governments have
promoted diversity over division, love over hate, inclusion over exclusion. Now is a time to reaffirm
our common humanity and indeed our shared values. To our Muslim community: you are welcome
here, you belong here and we value the contribution that you make. You are us.
Our diversity is always our greatest asset. We need to have a #MeToo reckoning on the issue of racial
and religious vilification and to call out those who traffic in prejudice for personal gain, and we need
to ensure the doors of our workplaces and homes and places of worship always remain open. I think
that last point is particularly important because Victoria has always been multicultural. We were
multicultural before European settlement, when Indigenous Victorians spoke 30 different languages.
We were multicultural after settlement, when migrants from 19 countries fought at the Eureka
Stockade for the democratic freedoms we now enjoy.
There are people living among us who hate what we have built here. They hate our diversity, and we
cannot and we will not let them win. That is why we stand today in solidarity with Muslim Australian
men and women who play football and go to school and work hard and make our country great.
Victoria has always been the multicultural capital of Australia, and it always will be.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (14:38): I rise to support the Premier’s motion of condolence. I speak
in solidarity with my parliamentary colleagues in sending a message of heartfelt condolence from
Victoria, particularly to the people of Christchurch and New Zealand and also to our Muslim
communities both here and abroad.
Last Friday 50 people lost their lives in horrific circumstances in places that should have been their
ultimate sanctuary. Like New Zealand, here in Victoria our people are shocked and distressed by an
utterly reprehensible act of evil. Foremost in my mind as I speak here today are those 50 innocents
and their families and loved ones. We grieve for those gone and for those left behind with their
inexplicable pain and loss. We send our love to the wounded. We know your injuries are both physical
and emotional, and we pray for your healing.
We send our thanks and praise to Christchurch’s first responders, who did their jobs so well in truly
frightening circumstances. We recognise the bravery of members of the public who did everything
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they could to help the injured and end the madness. We condemn the pure evil behind these attacks on
our innocents.
I also condemn those like Senator Fraser Anning, whose views are abhorrent and are not the views of
the overwhelming majority of Australians. I use the title ‘Senator’ out of respect and as a courtesy to
the institute of Parliament and not to the man, because I believe that in his behaviour he has
demonstrated that he is not worthy of that title. I hope that this Parliament could at some stage send
that message very loudly and clearly. New Zealand’s Prime Minister acknowledged that last Friday
was and will be one of New Zealand’s darkest days. Here in Victoria we grieve deeply alongside the
people of New Zealand because, like in too many nations, our own included, an unfathomable horror
has taken place.
We know New Zealand so well. We have great love and an affinity for our neighbour and its people.
We have a special bond, a unique bond. We share history from centuries gone by and from recent
times. We have similar experiences. We have similar values. We have similar communities, made up
of people from different parts of the world, and those communities are strong and vibrant because
overwhelmingly they are open, caring and welcoming. New Zealand is a sister nation in many ways,
and when they are suffering, we are suffering too. Our hearts are heavy with grief for the people of
Christchurch and for all of New Zealand. We identify with your communities as if they were our own.
In this terrible time we share your burden of grief as our own grief, as we know you have shared ours
when we have experienced troubled times.
We can only imagine the exact horror and terror that took place inside those mosques in Christchurch,
but our human nature, our inherent instincts, compel us to sympathise, to empathise and to grieve. We
pay our respects. We show our solidarity. We honour the innocent victims. Our hearts break for the
families, the friends and the communities left behind in pain. We all have families and we are all part of
communities. Many of us attend churches, synagogues, mosques, temples and other sacred places that
are part of those communities. The very last thing we expect is to be physically at risk in such places.
I grieve not only for those particular communities in Christchurch but for our Muslim communities
here in Australia, who I know are feeling shocked and traumatised by what has taken place in New
Zealand. In these times we think of what we do know of trauma through our own experiences with
grief, with natural disaster, with terrible accidents. For some of us and the communities we are part of
there have also been experiences with deliberate acts of violence and even terror. Our pain from those
memories mingles now with the fresh anguish for the people of Christchurch.
Many of the MPs here understand only too well what it is like to be part of a community that has
experienced a huge, crushing wave of heartbreak and grief and shock in the wake of an unexpected
event. We know there are difficult days ahead as those left behind struggle for answers, for rational
explanations and for peace. It is so vitally important to come together in these horrendous times to
support each other, to grieve, to unite, to shine light where a great darkness has taken place, to examine
what we can do as united communities to prevent such evil in the future. And that is why today I send
heartfelt condolences to New Zealanders on behalf of the Victorian Nationals and all of the
communities that we represent across Victoria. Your pain is our pain. We grieve with you. Our
communities are united with your communities. To echo the beautiful, powerful words of the New
Zealand Prime Minister, ‘We are one. They are us’.
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education) (14:43): Last Friday Meagan and I flew into
New Zealand for a very happy occasion—a wedding. We became aware of the unfolding tragedy as
we turned our phones back on at Auckland Airport. Another city, Christchurch, had experienced an
act of unprecedented violence—an act of terrorism that was not only cowardly but sought to divide a
community, a nation and our world through hatred.
The thoughts of all Victorians are with the victims of this attack, and their families and loved ones, as
well as the broader New Zealand community.
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The impact of this event has rippled across the globe. For many of us in Victoria the events in
Christchurch feel incredibly close to home, particularly our Muslim community. And for so many
Victorian students the impact is being felt in their classrooms and in their schoolyards. In this context
of education I want to spend a few moments. We stand prepared to do everything that we can to
support our community through this difficult time. And we stand prepared to do everything we can to
work against the root causes of this attack—ignorance, hatred and bigotry.
Let me tell you about the strength and resilience that we have seen in our schools over the last couple
of days. Al Siraat College in Epping brought together its whole community—students, parents,
teachers, staff, community leaders, the local mayor, Victoria Police and our local members for Mill
Park and Thomastown—for a special assembly to share in the grief as well as show solidarity by
coming together. At this special assembly messages of support were given to the young people, many
of whom are feeling devastated and scared. And we know, understandably, as there are many parents
in this chamber, that parents are concerned about the welfare and the safety of their children. This
school is currently supporting three families who have relatives that were victims of the attack. My
thoughts are with these students and their families.
Yesterday I spoke to principals and leaders at Islamic schools across Victoria. The Department of
Education and Training is offering immediate support to these schools. We are providing specialised
services for students, including access to psychologists and social workers. These are experts in
supporting both communities and individuals during times of trauma. The department is providing
advice to all schools, both our non-government Islamic schools as well as government schools with a
high proportion of Muslim students, on how to best assist students and staff in the aftermath of Friday’s
tragic events. This includes, of course, providing staff with counselling. At the suggestion of one of
the principals yesterday I will also be inviting all of our principals of Islamic schools in Victoria to
participate in a roundtable so we can engage in a meaningful conversation on how best to support our
young people in the months and the years ahead.
As the Minister for Multicultural Affairs has said, diversity is our greatest strength in Victoria. Our
successful history of multiculturalism defines us as Victorians. It is something that we must celebrate,
and we did so last weekend, and something that we must constantly protect. I am proud that
intercultural capability is a mandatory part of the Victorian curriculum. That means that our students
at all levels learn about respect for diversity as well as learning about the different faiths and traditions
of our world. How powerful will that change be in five, 10, 15 and 20 years. Ultimately education will
be our strongest defence against those that wish to divide us. It is ignorance that breeds hatred, and it
will be through education that we defeat extremism. What happened in Christchurch was an act that
was intended to divide a community. But New Zealand is stronger than that. We are stronger than that
here in Victoria and Australia. And globally we stand together against this act. We stand together in
support of peace and harmony. We need look no further than the example of New Zealand in the days
following this tragedy, from the empathy, love, respect and compassion for a grieving nation, as well
as a steely resolve to reform gun laws by Prime Minister Ardern, to the Christchurch students
performing the haka in tribute to classmates killed—a vision that brings a tear to the eye—and from
the simple words of peace and a poignant moment of silence at the wedding that Megs and I attended
in Auckland to the incredible words of love and peaceful defiance from victims and Muslim leaders
in New Zealand, leaders like Dr Mustafa Farouk, the president of the Federation of Islamic
Associations of New Zealand. I would like to quote him:
We know we are living in a country that we are welcome …
I think those right-wing individuals who are trying to promote hatred around the world picked our beautiful
and peaceful country for the same reason that we pride ourselves when we go around to say that we belong
to one of the best countries in the world. So they want to bring friction, hatred, division between our
communities, and that’s why they picked this country. And I would like … to give them a reply, a message,
that they have failed woefully. Because what they have done, if anything, has increased the love and the
feeling we have for our country. And we have also seen the tremendous outpouring of love, what we call
aroha, here in New Zealand.

CONDOLENCES
968

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 19 March 2019

To our brothers and sisters across the Tasman, to our Muslim community here in Victoria, our love,
thoughts, prayers and solidarity.
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) (14:49): It is hard to find the words to describe the horrific and
devastating nature of Friday’s massacre. This was a deliberate attack on our Kiwi and our Muslim
friends in Christchurch, designed to create the most carnage and the most fear possible in a place where
people should have felt the most safe. It was a terrorist attack, and it was a hate crime. I cannot imagine
the hurt and pain that Christchurch and New Zealand are feeling right now. I know we all here hold
them in our thoughts and we grieve for the victims and all those who love them.
But today I also hold Melbourne’s Muslim community and indeed Muslims all around the world in
my thoughts. Because this attack was not simply an attack on mosques in Christchurch; it was an
attack on all those who practise the Muslim faith. Sadly, as Waleed Aly summarised with such clarity
on Friday night, the attack was devastating, but it was not surprising. It was not surprising because the
Muslim community has been warning us that the vilification and dehumanisation of Muslim people
in our community, often by people with a public platform like some in the media and some politicians,
has consequences. We can point to Trump or Brexit overseas, but here in Australia politicians from
several parties have also been willing to use racist language or adopt inhumane policies to win votes,
whether it is whipping up fear about African gangs in Melbourne or asylum seekers and refugees, or
Muslims specifically.
And now we see exactly what the Muslim community has been warning us about. Cathy Wilcox’s
carton today in the Sydney Morning Herald summed it up in a brutally honest and devastating way.
Depicting a young girl in a hijab, jumping rope in a playground, it says, ‘Sticks and stones may break
my bones, but words can inspire someone to kill me’.
The result of allowing hateful speech and behaviour and divisive policies to go unchallenged in the
media and in our parliaments is that potentially violent far-right extremists are emboldened and they
are encouraged. We must hold some segments of the media and some politicians responsible for their
role in that.
Friday’s attack was designed to shatter Muslims’ sense of safety and belonging in the very place where
they should feel most at peace. It was designed to tear us apart, and it was designed to make people
feel afraid. That is why it is so inspiring that this attack has in fact brought us all closer together.
The way that the Muslim community have responded to this tragedy frankly is pretty incredible. On
Sunday mosques all over Melbourne and all over Victoria opened their doors to the public. It would
have been entirely understandable for a grieving community to cancel a mosque open day and to want
privacy and quiet rather than new faces in their places of worship. But instead Victorian Muslims
generously threw open the mosque doors. In return, thousands of Victorian visited mosques. People
took guided tours and hijab tutorials and chatted over that iconic Australian banquet—the sausage
sizzle. And last night Melburnians gathered on the steps of the State Library of Victoria for a beautiful
vigil that showed, once again, that we are always, always stronger together.
Personally I never feel so welcome as when I attend events led by the Australian-African and
Australian-Muslim communities in Carlton, North Melbourne, Flemington and Kensington. What
strikes me is that I am often so humbled to hear from people who have suffered and sacrificed a lot,
who are themselves struggling to find secure employment or housing and who instead of complaining
volunteer their time to run homework or sports programs, to organise iftar dinners or Eid celebrations,
to fight for employment opportunities for their community and to advocate for a better deal for public
housing residents.
So many people make big contributions to our community in Melbourne every single day, with little
recognition or little reward. So today I do not just want to stand here and condemn the extreme violence
of Friday. That would be an easy thing to do. Today I also want to use this opportunity to call on all
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governments to undertake work that is much harder and will take much longer but is absolutely
necessary to create a truly fair and equal society—a society where something like this cannot happen
again. I call for our governments at all levels, including here in Victoria, to work harder with local
communities to address Islamophobia and racism in all its forms. That means asking all politicians
from all sides to call out racist speech and behaviour and policies where they happen. It means also
committing actual money to ensure all Victorians have opportunities to thrive, and investing more in
employment programs for the Australian-African and Muslim populations who often face barriers to
getting a job because of racism. It means investing significantly more in public housing so people have
a safe place to live and investing in spaces where people can come together with their families and
neighbours to talk, pray and build community.
Lastly I want to thank Melbourne’s Muslim community. Thank you. May peace be upon you. I will
never forget how you welcomed me with open arms, and I hope that one day soon our parliaments
will be filled with many more faces from our diverse multicultural communities and that these faces
replace those outdated and unrepresentative politicians who seek to create fear and division for their
own personal gain.
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) (14:55): Around 1.40 p.m. on Friday, 15 March, hundreds of
worshippers were attending the Friday prayer at the Al Noor Mosque and Linwood Islamic Centre in
Christchurch. At Al Noor Mosque Imam Gamal Fouda was delivering a sermon to the congregation,
who were quiet in prayer. It was then that the silence was shattered by the horror that was beginning
to unfold—a day that cut short the lives of 50 people, and maybe more.
Three-year-old Mucad Ibrahim was the youngest victim of Friday’s attack. When he was carried out
of the mosque by his father his shoes were still at the entrance, where he had left them when he arrived.
Seventy-one-year-old Haji-Daoud Nabi, who was born in Afghanistan and moved to New Zealand in
the 1980s, is believed to have thrown himself in front of others to protect them. Twenty-three-yearold Ansi Alibava, who was studying a masters of management, had moved to New Zealand with her
husband a year ago. Sayyad Milne was only 14 years old and attended Cashmere High School and
dreamed of one day becoming a professional footballer. Linda Armstrong, 65, worked with refugees
and attended the mosque every Friday. Naeem Rashid, a teacher and father of three who was busy
planning the wedding of his son, 22-year-old Talha, tried to stop the attacker and protect his son.
Neither father nor son survived. Forty-two-year-old Husne Ara Parvin ran to find and shield her
wheelchair-bound husband, but she did not make it.
These are just some of the 50 people who lost their lives. These people were fathers, mothers,
grandparents, daughters, sons, brothers, sisters, friends and neighbours. They were refugees,
immigrants and New Zealand born. They are Kiwis. They are Muslim. They are us.
Our hearts are broken. We know that terror has no boundaries. We have seen the rise of terror attacks
on places of worship, including the synagogue attack in Pittsburgh, the bombings of churches in Egypt
on Palm Sunday and a man driving into a crowd of Muslim worshippers leaving a mosque after prayer
in England. These sorts of attacks have caused such pain across the world.
With all that is occurring globally, one thing has emerged, which is that terrorism will not break us nor
define us. We unite against bigotry. We unite against hate. We unite against terror. We stand together
as one to condemn these callous and cowardly attacks on humanity. My message to our community is
to remain strong. We must work together and we must call out every form of racism. We must call
this out and we cannot remain silent. I am extremely touched by the solidarity of all Victorians offering
support, offering love and offering compassion. I know that the Muslim community appreciates the
solidarity at this dark time.
I would like to give my heartfelt thanks to the Prime Minister of New Zealand, Jacinda Ardern, for her
strength and courageous leadership; the first responders, the paramedics and police; the medical staff

CONDOLENCES
970

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 19 March 2019

at hospitals; the counselling staff; all the volunteers; the beautiful people of New Zealand; and
everybody across the world who has reached out in this time of global terror.
As I conclude, I send my prayers and duas to the victims’ families. May Allah grant you patience to
mourn. To those who are injured, I pray that you have the strength to recover. As the journey has
begun for the lives that are lost, we hope that their last words were:
I testify that there is no God but Allah. And Mohammed is the Messenger of Allah. To Allah we belong and
to Allah we return. Peace be upon you.

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (15:00): I rise to support the Premier’s motion and to express my deepest
sympathy and sincere condolence for the horrific tragedy which occurred in Christchurch on Friday
last week. The painful and disturbing events were felt by all of us. News of the tragedy spread very
quickly. Everybody talked about it; everybody was appalled. But the pain and suffering of the Muslim
community in New Zealand and the people of New Zealand must be excruciating.
My thoughts are with the Muslim community, their families, their friends and their leaders. Muslims
in New Zealand, Australia and across the world have had a knife to their heart. They must be numb as
a result of these truly shocking events. The people of Christchurch must also be numb, and my thoughts
are with them, because those in Christchurch are still reeling following the loss of 185 people in the
earthquake which devastated that city eight years ago.
It is hard for anyone to come to terms with a senseless act of violence, and what we saw here was indeed
senseless. This level of violence was perpetrated on innocent people praying, practising their Islamic
faith as part of their everyday life, a quiet time for reflection—children and adolescents with their lives
to live, and parents now lost to their children, friends, family members and members of the Islamic
community. Some of the lost were local, having moved to New Zealand to carve out new lives in a safe
and welcoming country—safe from many conflicts and away from what they have seen overseas. It is
a peaceful and tranquil country, and Christchurch is certainly a peaceful and tranquil city.
Foreign nationals and visitors alike were all impacted by this orchestrated violence. We saw an
extremist, a relatively young man, radicalised to the worst extent—a person full of anti-immigration
messages and hate speech. The evil was shown by the fact that he was filming his activities, which
certainly calls into question the role of social media in these events. But he was a coward wearing a
helmet and battle gear who succumbed quickly when challenged. He went to the Al Noor Mosque in
Riccarton, taking 42 lives indiscriminately, then drove some 5 kilometres to the Linwood Islamic
Centre, taking another seven. We saw another person who fell victim succumb in the hospital in
Christchurch, and certainly many more were hospitalised with gunshot wounds.
As with every tragedy, we have heard the stories of heroes—those who put themselves in the line of
fire to protect others or those who stepped up to try and stop the evil man. Through this event, families
and communities are forever destroyed. The impact of this day will be with them forever.
On Sunday I joined with many from the Muslim community for the year 12 Muslim achievement
awards. Professor Salmaan Qureshi, who is associate professor of ophthalmology at the Royal
Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital, reflected that Australia is an easy place to be a Muslim, and so is New
Zealand. They are multicultural and multifaith countries where people are valued for their differences
and where diversity and inclusion are promoted and practised. Our countries have freedom—freedom
to practise your religion without fear or judgement—and this is what should be the case.
It can be easy to take for granted these freedoms that we have in both New Zealand and Australia. We
see that those freedoms were compromised by the clearly premeditated attacks, and they were all the
more eerie as the attacker went about his atrocities in an orderly manner. This was clearly one of the
darkest days for the Muslim community and for the people of Christchurch. But we in Australia are
with those in Christchurch, New Zealand, and with the Muslim community. We remain as one and
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not divided. We should all be proud of who we are and where we have come from. These actions
should be absolutely condemned.
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (15:05):
I rise with great sadness to join with my colleagues to express my deepest sympathy to the victims, their
families and their loved ones and to the New Zealand community on the awful attacks on mosques in
Christchurch last Friday, 15 March. Despite in more recent years seeing more and more of these
hate-filled attacks on places of worship, my heart broke a little further on Friday as news started to come
through about the attacks. Then the motives of the perpetrator were made clear. It was hard not to shed
tears of sadness and feel sheer frustration at how as a society we had reached this point.
To our New Zealand friends, we stand with you. Your Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern, has shown the
world what a leader can be and can do to start healing a community and make the lasting change that
needs to take place. She is truly inspirational. To our friends in the Muslim community here in Victoria,
in Australia, in New Zealand and around the world, we stand with you to protect your cherished right
to freely practise your faith.
In rising today in sadness, I also want to speak of how as a community here in Victoria we have
responded with determined conviction to protect our strong multicultural and multifaith community.
We have a precious way of life here in Victoria, and that must be protected. To do so requires
leadership—from us here in the chamber and from religious, business, community, cultural and
sporting representatives. When this leadership is united and unwavering, it can succeed in pushing
back the voices of hate.
I say this with hope, because it happened in recent years in my home town of Bendigo. Our great city
was built during the gold rush by migrants who flocked to central Victoria from around the world in
search of gold and who stayed on and made Bendigo their home and built a community. In recent
years that has come to include in much greater numbers people who practise the Islamic faith. They
are doctors, they are university lecturers and students, they are hospitality industry workers and they
are labourers, and they are building in Bendigo a place of worship.
Sadly, what should have been a very simple planning approval for our city council became
manipulated by some—a small but loud number—who used this issue to drive their message of hate
and fear. There were ugly scenes in my beautiful home town. The mayor and councillors had to be
escorted under police guard from a council meeting that was hijacked by anti-mosque protesters. But
I am proud to say that as a city, as a community, we came together and we fought back. Bendigo stared
down this intolerance and intimidation through determined local leadership from people who knew
that they had to stand up and make a difference—to not let this hateful intolerance carry the day.
Something very special has come of this action. On more occasions now than ever before in Bendigo we
are celebrating diversity, we are welcoming more migrants and they are making a wonderful contribution
to our city’s community and economy. We are also vigilant. We have networks and strategies in place
to address any potential return of those who want to divide. I also want to identify that our local media
outlets played an important role through this debate, keeping the community informed with moderate,
accurate reporting. I have seen firsthand the benefits of good, balanced reporting.
One of the clear lessons from Christchurch is that we can never consider hate speech to be free speech.
This has got to stop, and we need to call it out. Racial hatred and division is not news. It is not opinion.
It is not a counterargument. There has been a lot of talk in recent days about the responsibility of social
media outlets—indeed of all media outlets—to make sure that their platforms do not become hate
speech havens. And rightly so. That is why we all have a responsibility to our communities to play our
part in nurturing tolerance, acceptance and inclusion. I feel strongly on this point, as I have seen
firsthand the impact that good people can make when the vile actions of some seek to inhibit the
freedom of others. As a people and as a community we must continue to fight for the religious
freedoms of all and stand united against such intolerance at a time when we mourn such great tragedy.
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Ms RYAN (Euroa) (15:09): It is with great sadness that I rise to also add my voice to this
condolence motion for the 50 men, women and children who lost their lives in Christchurch last Friday
in an act of unspeakable evil. We grieve with New Zealand. We grieve with the Muslim community.
Most of all we grieve for the families, those who have lost loved ones and those who are maintaining
bedside vigils for those who remain in hospital as yet more lives hang in the balance. This was an act
of terror on all of us. It was a crime of hate and of intolerance. It had a single motivation: to spread
fear, to spike panic and to drive a divide in a community which, like ours, has been built on diversity
and religious pluralism. In that the killer has failed. We must not—we will not—let it divide us.
In the past few days we have seen the best and the worst of humanity. Communities from all faiths
have united to condemn this act of terror. Across Victoria strangers have laid flowers at the doors of
mosques and they have come together on the steps of our state library, a place of learning and
enlightenment, to show that the love of many will drown out one person’s hate. As New Zealanders
have done, we embrace the members of the Al Noor Mosque and the Linwood mosque. We embrace
New Zealand’s Muslim community and we send them our love in the face of this horror as they mourn
their devastating loss.
To the Muslim communities across Victoria, to those who feel vulnerable, we stand with you in this
time of sorrow and we say this: we will not retreat from the pursuit of fairness and tolerance. There is
no you and us. This country, this Parliament, this place is yours as it is mine. Freedom of religion is
not a privilege; it is your right. Extremists who spread fear, who sow the seeds of hate, have no place
in our society. People, like we have seen in recent days, who propagate and fan the flames of those
messages have no place in our society. We denounce those views, and in their place we reaffirm our
commitment to freedom—the freedom of conscience and of religion—and our commitment to
equality of opportunity regardless of one’s race, religion or ethnicity.
I also pay tribute to the remarkable men and women who responded to this crisis. They did what many
of us cannot and they faced what many of us could not, and they did it with calmness, with integrity
and with great care.
Finally, I wish to reflect on the extraordinary words of Farid Ahmed, who lost his wife of 20 years.
His 15-year-old daughter has been left without a mother. In the face of his grief he had only words of
kindness and of love for the person that perpetrated this terrible crime. He said:
I want to meet him and hug him. If he still hates me, I don’t mind … I want to show my true heart to him, that
you are still my human brother. In the garden, you have different, different types of flowers but they are staying
in harmony. Difference is beautiful, as long as we do not hurt each other. That’s what I want to tell him.

‘Difference is beautiful, as long as we do not hurt each other’—what an extraordinary man and an
extraordinary message.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (15:13): Australians of many faiths and none offered
condolences, food and flowers at the Meadow Heights mosque. Local resident Dylan walked in off
the street, wearing thongs, shorts and a T-shirt, to voluntarily guard the entrance on Sunday. He silently
held a sign declaring, ‘Pray in peace. We are all one. I will stand watch’. Dylan’s defence of humanity
evoked tears then hugs. Standing in solidarity against hate brought smiles to families mourning how
50 worshippers could be gunned down for answering the call to prayer.
Inside the mosque I thanked families for their imagination to dream of a better future and the courage
to cross the world to pursue it. Multiculturalism was forged on the factory floors in Melbourne’s north
as wave upon wave of postwar migrants underwrote prosperity and Australia’s record-breaking run of
economic growth that we enjoy today. Their descendants have risen to leadership positions throughout
our country. Many have joined us in this Parliament today. Salaam alaikum.
A Muslim prayer is for protection against tragedy but, when we must confront it, to bring out the best
in our response. To achieve this result we must unite against terror, no matter the ideology or hatred
proffered as justification. We must call out hate speech and the way it is used to dehumanise people
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because of their colour or faith. One of Australia’s greatest gifts is that faith—to believe or not—is a
personal privilege and constitutional right.
In my inaugural speech eight years ago I highlighted how dividing communities through race is
perilous. My concern was that race is no longer a straightforward, morally unambiguous force in
Australian politics. Unfortunately this deterioration has become worse and must be confronted. We
must replace the hyperpartisanship in politics with responsible government. We need responsible
speech, not hate speech. Our mutual obligation is to help build cohesive communities so a new wave
of migrants, with children in their arms and hope in their hearts, searching for a better life, as my family
did before them, do not feel isolated and marginalised but have access to opportunity. This is the hope
of Australia, and I can tell you that only the accents, not the aspirations, have changed.
I join the Premier and the Victorian Parliament in offering condolences to the families, friends and
loved ones of the innocent victims whose lives were tragically lost in the terror in the Christchurch
mosques. We send a message of solidarity to Victorian Muslim communities and communities around
the world. We condemn all forms of violence and terrorism, and we reaffirm our commitment to a
strong multicultural and multifaith Victoria. On behalf of the people of Broadmeadows, a proud,
resilient community, home to twice as many Muslim families as any other state district, we will
advance side by side. Pray in peace. We are all one. We will stand watch.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (15:16): It is with great sadness that I rise today to join with others here
to express my condolences to the Muslim communities of Christchurch for their terrible loss last
Friday. Our thoughts are with all of them but also with the wider community of Christchurch and all
New Zealanders, who must feel the pain of this terrible massacre of innocent men, women and children
at prayer. Here in Australia we also feel the deep sadness that inevitably follows such a shocking event.
Our strong connection to New Zealand makes us feel this even more acutely.
To our own Muslim communities here in Australia, especially the Muslim community in my electorate
of Shepparton district: today I stand with you and share your grief also. Shepparton district’s Muslim
population is the largest in regional Victoria. Our Muslim community is a century old, its roots
established in the early 20th century with the migration of Albanian farm workers. In the decades
since, our community has become home to a broad representation of Islamic communities, both those
who have migrated there by choice and those who have sought refuge from terrors in their own
homelands. The first mosque in Victoria was opened by our Albanian community in 1960. We have
a sizeable Turkish community, which has also built its own mosque in Mooroopna. The imam there
delivers sermons in Turkish, Arabic and English, just to be more inclusive.
During the 1990s and the first decade of this century we saw many Iraqi people arrive to forge new
lives in this region. Their mosque was built about 10 years ago, and their first-generation IraqiAustralians are leaders in reaching out to bridge the gap with our non-Muslim population. More
recently we have been joined by migrants from several African countries, those from Syria and
Afghani refugees, the latter of whom built their own mosque in 2014. The mosques are well used and
regularly opened to the broader community with tours and information sessions. Last year a grassroots
group launched a ‘Speed Date a Muslim’ event to bring our communities closer and foster a stronger
shared understanding. While this might seem trivial, let me say that it was fun; we laughed and we
learned from each other. I do not share this information with you today to put Shepparton on a pedestal.
I share this to highlight that in our community, and elsewhere across Australia and New Zealand, we
live side by side in harmony, without divide. We can do that, and we do.
The Shepparton Festival opened last Friday night, and the mayor called for 1 minute’s silence.
Everyone stood silently. On Saturday night the first event of the Shepparton Festival was the Converge
on the Goulburn festival on the lake, which brings out the whole community. It brings everyone
together. Again, it was a very happy time, with a sharing of food, a sharing of festival, a sharing of
fun, but there was also a deep sadness underlying it last Saturday night.

CONDOLENCES
974

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 19 March 2019

I congratulate all the governments, past and present, who have invested in opportunities in our regional
areas to bring together our communities in a multicultural way, because without that we would not
necessarily get out and do the things that we do, put out our hand to newcomers. There is no doubt
that there are challenges with this, but it has really proven to be something that has been very valuable
to our community, and it continues to develop a deeper understanding and stronger connections
between us.
In Shepparton on Friday I will be visiting the Albanian Islamic centre after afternoon prayers. An open
invitation has gone out to the broader Shepparton community, and I am sure there will be a strong
showing of support. We will stand in solidarity with our Muslim friends and neighbours and honour
the memory of those who were taken so violently.
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) (15:20): Assalamu alaikum. I rise today with a heavy heart. As
a member of Parliament with a large Muslim community in my electorate, it pains me, along with
many others, to speak about the Muslim community in these circumstances.
I am usually privileged to stand here to talk about the wonderful mosque open days or warm iftar
dinners that I am invited to during the month of Ramadan, but not today. Today we mourn. We mourn
the 50 lives that were taken unjustly, from three-year-old little Mucad, who died in his father’s arms,
to 71-year-old uncle Haji-Daoud Nabi, whose final words were, ‘Hello, brother—welcome’ to the
man who was about to cause so much pain and hurt to so many. Today we stand in solidarity with our
Muslim brothers and sisters here, in our local communities, in New Zealand and across the globe.
I condemn unequivocally and in totality the cowardly and despicable terrorist attack on worshippers
at the Al Noor Mosque and the Linwood Islamic Centre in Christchurch, New Zealand.
For Australian Muslims, and for Muslims around the world, mosques, although foremost places of
worship, are much more than that, as I have seen. They are spaces in which communities come
together, where children play, friendships form, unions of marriage are bound, networks of trade and
commerce develop, festivals are celebrated, vigils take place, food is shared, the arts and talents are
showcased and those who have passed on are farewelled. These mosques lighten hearts, relieve
burdens and spark feelings of community, sisterhood and brotherhood. It is in these places that these
vile acts have been committed.
Among the Muslim communities this terrible act, I know, did not come as a surprise. You have been
subjected to a growing ugly undercurrent of Islamophobia, prejudice and bigotry.
At this sad time I would like to pay tribute to people of Muslim faith and the contributions they have
made for the betterment of us all with little acknowledgement—from the Muslim scholars who
invented surgical instruments, early flying machines, the first cameras, the world map and algebra, to
recipients of the Nobel Peace Prize and those recognised for outstanding academic achievements or
for excellence in sport, the arts and music.
The Muslim community in the electorate of Thomastown is no different. These are people who make
enormous contributions to our area and to society in both paid and voluntary work. It is an electorate
made up of people of many faiths, backgrounds and cultures. There is great generosity of spirit and
community focus, and the breadth of diversity in the northern suburbs makes it a vibrant and exciting
place. It is not uncommon to see doctors wearing the salwar kameez as they care for the sick or give
up so much of their time for charity and community work. We see dedicated teachers in the hijab
educating our children and doing so much more to help steer them through life. We see successful
businesswomen and men who observe Ramadan and do amazing philanthropic work throughout the
north and beyond, one day providing drought relief for farmers and the next celebrating the VCE
achievements of the many Muslim students who achieve ATAR scores of 90 or more.
We must do more to stop racism and Islamophobia and to make our society a more inclusive place in
which the voices of our Muslim brothers and sisters can be heard. Many of the worshippers at the
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Thomastown Mosque, the Australian Shia Gathering Place, the Imam Hasan Al-Mujtaba Islamic
Center, the Alawi community centre in Epping and the Al Siraat College in Epping I call friends, and
I hope that they think of me in the same way.
I know this attack has caused great distress, concern and fear, and while we have seen the monsters
that society can create, we have also seen incredible selflessness, courage and compassion and great
acts of human kindness and sacrifice. This is what gives me hope. As Rumi tells us, ‘The wound is
where the light enters you’.
But we must do more. I have been approached by many individuals and organisations in the electorate
horrified at what has happened and been asked to speak out for them: the Northern Cypriot seniors, the
U3A at the Lalor Living and Learning Centre, the Thomastown Neighbourhood House, many
Macedonian community groups, the Multicultural Senior Citizens Group of Whittlesea, retirement
villages, the Malta Gozo Concert Band, Epping City FC soccer club, Epping North scouts, Thomastown
Football Club, Singh Sabha Sports Club, Lalor bocci club, the Greek Women’s Club of Northern
Suburbs ‘Anemones’ Greek dancing group, the South Asian Community Link Group-Australasia, the
Supreme Sikh Council of Australia, the Australian Kurdish community, the Palestinian Community
Association of Victoria, the St Helena Maltese-Australian Social Club—the list goes on.
I offer my condolences to families, friends and communities who have lost loved ones, and in doing
so I wish to express my profound sadness and anger at this vicious racist attack. To our Muslim
brothers and sisters, I hope you see that you are not alone and that we will stand with you in solidarity,
in love and for change.
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (15:26): I rise to speak in support of the condolence motion moved by
the Premier. At the start of my contribution I also acknowledge the presence in the gallery of many
members of the Muslim community and the representatives from New Zealand.
Victorians were deeply shocked and saddened to hear of the shooting tragedy that occurred in
Christchurch, New Zealand, last Friday. The murder of 50 law-abiding, innocent people and the
injuring of around a further 50 such people is a heinous crime. The fact that these people were all
attacked in their place of worship in my view adds to the barbarity of the crime. What occurred was a
despicable act that is to be wholeheartedly condemned.
As we reflect on these events, it strikes at our very hearts. We think of the grieving community who
in the aftermath of this senseless tragedy are dealing with this dreadful loss. We think of the families,
friends and loved ones as they slowly work through their grieving process. We know that as a
community and as a country, when they come together to work through this tragic time, they will draw
strength from each other and from their faith. Without any question we in this place condemn
unreservedly the behaviour that caused this tragedy. It cannot be abhorred enough.
As the Leader of the Opposition mentioned in his earlier contribution, I was pleased to visit the United
Muslim Migrant Association Centre mosque in East Doncaster last Sunday as part of the annual
mosque open day. I thank members of that mosque for welcoming us in and for their hospitality despite
their grief.
In the aftermath of last Friday we also think of the police officers, the ambulance officers, the doctors,
the nurses and the other people, including fellow worshippers and other volunteers, who faced
unspeakable sights as they went in to render assistance. All these people will also face challenging
times ahead, and we think of them following this tragedy. As the shadow minister for citizenship and
multicultural affairs and on behalf of the residents of the Forest Hill district I join with all members
here to support this motion and to express my sincere and profound condolences following these
dreadful events. This condolence is extended to those directly affected, their families and loved ones,
together with the citizens of New Zealand and the broader Muslim community. Our thoughts and
prayers remain with the people of New Zealand at this terrible time.
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Ms COUZENS (Geelong) (15:29): I rise in support of the Premier’s motion with a heavy heart. It
is hard to express my shock and horror at the recent events that have occurred at the mosques in
Christchurch. I send my condolences to the families who have lost loved ones in Christchurch, to the
Christchurch community and to the New Zealand community. We stand with them. This horrific loss
of life has left all grieving for the Muslim families and their community. People going to their local
mosque for prayer became the victims of hate and fear in the most horrendous way.
I want to also acknowledge the witnesses and emergency services and the trauma that they have
experienced. We stand with you—all of you—in solidarity. We are united as a community, coming
together to condemn this act of terrorism. These are cowardly and criminal acts. We will stand up for
our diversity, and we will continue to embrace it. We stand beside the members of our Muslim
community and everyone who has been affected by these tragic events. Words are powerful, and as
leaders in our community we have a responsibility to call out words of fear and hate.
On Sunday I attended the Geelong Mosque open day and stood in solidarity with the Geelong
community. My heart filled with joy when I arrived and saw hundreds of people streaming through
the community hall and the mosque. I was proud of the people of Geelong and proud to be part of our
great multicultural community. The Islamic Society of Geelong volunteers and members of the Islamic
community provided a wonderful event in the community hall, offering discussions about their faith
and sharing food, henna drawings—which I have on my hand—and headdress lessons. The president
of the Islamic Society of Geelong, Ahmed Elzahbi, is here in the gallery today. Visitors participated
in solidarity and with great interest. The support of the Geelong community was evidenced by the
floral tributes placed outside the mosque.
Next door to the hall the mosque was also packed with people from all walks of life and faiths who
came together to share in the grief and loss of their brothers and sisters in Christchurch. There were
many speeches from community leaders, including from me, but I do want to note the speech filled
with love and support delivered by Imam Mohammad Ramzan and his call to stand together.
Imam Mohammad is also in the gallery today, and I want to thank him for his strong words against
fear and hate. To his beautiful wife, Gool Fam, thank you for your words of comfort and strength to
the many people you took time to speak to on Sunday.
I also want to thank the Premier for his leadership and strong words that in Victoria we come from
different parts of the world and have different backgrounds and faiths but we are so much stronger
when we join together.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (15:32): Last Friday I attended an event in my electorate of
Caulfield with members of the Jewish community and members of the Christian community and a
speaker from the Muslim community, Dr Jasser, who is a Syrian-born Muslim and was talking about
extremism and anti-Semitism. In the time in which we started to field questions his wife handed her
mobile phone to him and he looked down. It was the same time in which the tragedy was unfolding.
He continued on with his presentation and then shortly after left and we all got to understand what
then unfolded before our eyes.
Certainly the contributions that everybody has made today depict what this Parliament can be like in
terms of when we must come together to fight hate, to fight the kinds of injustice and the kinds of
things that we have all experienced since Friday’s attack. The member for St Albans quite rightly
pointed out earlier that these attacks, whether they be in churches, whether they be in mosques,
whether they be in synagogues or temples, no matter where they are, are attacks on all of us. This is
an attack on our religious freedom, something that we all fight to uphold to ensure that we can go
about and practise our religions, whatever they may be, in a safe place. I am sure all of us, including
those who do not follow a religion, still hold to that very important element that people should be able
to go about their own faiths without the kinds of horrific attacks that we have just seen.
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Jews in Pittsburgh and Muslim worshippers have both experienced this firsthand. Although so far
apart in terms of where they live, mass killers have targeted both houses of prayer. The Jewish
community in Pittsburgh were rocked by the killing of 11 people at the Tree of Life synagogue in
October. At that time people of all religions rallied behind the community. Now members of the Tree
of Life have gone out to support our friends and the Muslim community in Christchurch and have set
up to provide support and funding back to those communities.
We have seen already, firstly, the Tree of Life synagogue saying that they feel compelled to come to
the aid of those communities just as our Jewish community was so compassionately supported only a
few short months ago by many faiths around the world. We recall with love the immediate and
overwhelming support the Tree of Life received from our Muslim brothers and sisters in Pittsburgh.
As tragic as it is, it shows unfortunately that when it comes to these times people of all faiths will come
together with that support, and we certainly respect that.
In a statement on Friday the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh announced the formation of a
New Zealand Islamophobic attack emergency relief fund. It said:
‘Unfortunately we are all too familiar with the devastating effect a mass shooting has on a faith community,’
said Meryl Ainsman, chair of the board of the Jewish Federation of Greater Pittsburgh. ‘We are filled with
grief over this senseless act of hate. May those who were injured heal quickly and fully, and may the memories
of the victims forever be a blessing.’

We have so much work to do. The Premier has certainly alluded to that and many speakers have said
that as well today. This is more than a condolence motion; it is a time for us to all think about what we
must do to stamp out the hate. We historically passed the racial and religious tolerance laws in this
Parliament back in 2001. It is something that we can all be proud of in Victoria, that we have those
laws. It is unfortunate that we need them, but we have got them and we should preserve them, because
hate against people based on their backgrounds or their faiths should not be tolerated in any way, shape
or form.
When we look historically, particularly back at the Holocaust, there are a couple of quotes that I want
to leave you with. Firstly Eli Wiesel, a Holocaust survivor and Nobel Peace Prize winner, said the
opposite of love is not hate, it is indifference, and there may be times when we are powerless to prevent
injustice, but there must never be a time when we fail to protest.
Finally, there is a poem by the German-born Martin Niemoller that many in here would be familiar
with, which really depicts the atrocities of the Nazis. It says:
First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Socialist.
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—
Because I was not a Jew.
Then they came for me—and there was no-one left to speak for me.

I think at these times our hearts are with all those in New Zealand, our brothers and sisters, our Muslim
community. Those that have been at the forefront protecting and working very hard—the emergency
services workers—I just cannot fathom what they must be going through at this moment. We must
say and do whatever we can to ensure these atrocities never happen again and do whatever we can to
prevent them from happening.
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (15:38): I rise today to support the Premier’s condolence motion on the
horrific terrorist attacks on Muslims in Christchurch last Friday and to stand as one with those who
have been affected by this tragedy. I mourn those whose lives were violently taken, I grieve with the
Muslim families of New Zealand whose loved ones have been so severely impacted by this incident
and I pass on my condolences to all those who have been touched by this event.
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For all religions a house of prayer is a spiritual place and a place of sanctuary, and this is why an attack
on a house of worship represents a particularly heinous crime. With complete disregard as to whether
the victims were men or women, old or young, able-bodied or disabled, this attack was a very
conscious attack to murder a group of people solely on the basis of their religious faith. The freedom
of religion and freedom to be able to express that religion in a peaceful way are freedoms that are
fundamental to both New Zealand and Australian society. Sadly, while this event is the worst to be
experienced in this part of the world, the incidence of Islamophobia both in Australia and overseas has
been increasing in recent years. It was less then one month ago that I spoke in this Parliament for the
first time, where I spoke out against the racial and ethnic bigotry that continues to exist in our society
and called out the fearmongering that has targeted particular ethnic groups. Yet now the most
dangerous consequence of prejudice has reared its ugly head and revealed itself.
As a member of the Jewish faith I feel a particular kinship with my Muslim brethren. For those who
seek to attack us there is no distinction between Muslim and Jew, and today I stand side by side with
the Muslim families of Australia who now have added trepidation as they go about their daily lives.
No-one in our community should be in fear of going to their place of worship, attending religious
schools or visiting the local shops.
For many years I was involved in interfaith dialogue, helping to educate my Muslim friends and others
about the Jewish community and in return learning from the Muslim community much more than I
could ever give. I am grateful to all of those who participated in this dialogue with such open minds.
At times it felt as if we were fighting a losing battle as louder, more prominent voices fomented
discontent. The most powerful counter to such evil is to educate the community, in particular the
younger generation, about the dangers of prejudice, discrimination, stereotyping and racism. We must
now strengthen our resolve and commitment to interfaith dialogue, for the need to deliver this message
has become greater than ever.
I would like to thank the Premier for his response to the events of Friday, his unwavering commitment
to multiculturalism in Victoria and his refusal to be swayed by the fear and prejudice peddled by others.
I am also gladdened that the Australian community as a whole and our political leaders have
denounced this racist attack for what it is. But for true and lasting change the tone of our national
debate must change. Let us use this opportunity to change the discourse and build a more cohesive
and harmonious society.
Finally, I wish to honour the individuals who were murdered in this attack. Their lives, their
achievements and their dreams must be remembered. May you return to God in peace.
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (15:42): I rise to support the Premier and all the speakers in this house
on this condolence motion for New Zealand. When you are putting words together around the murder
of 50 innocent people I think everyone would agree it is nearly impossible to find words that would
do justice or send enough love to the community of New Zealand and to the Muslim community.
I would also like to put on record our support for something that has not come up too much in here
today—the two police officers that intervened to stop any further carnage going on in New Zealand. I
would like to note that those two were unarmed when they went in, rammed a car and took down the
person involved in this. I think it sends a strong message that you do not have to have firearms to go
in there and fight the fight. There are two people over there who luckily are still alive who went in and
stood up for their community, stood up for New Zealand and stood up for all Muslims and their
communities, because they wanted safety and security for their nation.
I also want to put on record our thoughts and prayers for the 31 people still in hospital who were
injured, with nine still remaining in critical condition. We send our prayers and strength to them and
their families and we hope they have a very strong and speedy recovery.
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We hear about the stories over in New Zealand, and one specific one that you have to listen to is from
Andrew Lund from Channel 9. He is currently over there and is relaying stories from the frontline
officers and people who are on the record talking about what they have seen and what they have heard.
These are images that they will have to live with forever as individuals in their community.
Like the Deputy Premier, I was in New Zealand last week on Friday. When you saw the community
come around and start the discussion in Wellington as news started to filter through of what was
happening, the change in the street alone was amazing. I was hearing people quiet down. They could
see what was happening down in Christchurch, and they could feel it even though they were not,
obviously, in the same city. They were on a different island, but they could feel what was happening
within the community of New Zealand.
When I spoke to New Zealand MP Chris Bishop—and I know someone quoted him before—his words
were, ‘This just doesn’t happen in New Zealand’, and that is true. It is something that we wish
obviously would never happen anywhere, but for it to happen in New Zealand was for them an
absolute tragedy. The day prior to that we met with members of Parliament from all parties and we
also met with KiwiRail to talk about recovery from natural disasters in New Zealand such as
earthquakes and rebuilding railway lines. What was of interest whilst we were talking about that was
that nothing had ever crossed the table or had been discussed around the possibility of a terrorist attack
happening on their home soil in their communities—and even worse, in a place of worship.
One of the areas that I note the Deputy Premier spoke about is support for Islamic schools. We have
got Minaret College in Officer, and it is a fantastic school. We have all spoken about love rather than
hate. That is something that I think is very, very important. I am a believer that we are born to love
and we learn to hate. I think that is quite common throughout our community. If you want a perfect
example of looking to the next generation of leaders, and I dare say some of the leaders of today, you
can go to the primary schools within these Muslim communities. They work with the local community
on Harmony Day, and when they go out and they play hopscotch or tiggy they do not care what you
are wearing, they do not care what you look like, they do not care about the colour of your skin, they
do not care if you are from Asia or Africa, they do not care if you are American and they do not care
about your accent. They care that you are another person that wants to play with them and have a good
time. How much can we learn from the next generation coming through our schools? There is much
we can learn from the young people who are actually in their communities at the moment teaching
each other that it is okay to be different and you can love everyone for who they are. To our Muslim
community here in Australia—and particularly to the Minaret College community in Officer—and to
our New Zealand brothers and sisters we send all of our love and all of our support. We trust you will
rebuild, we trust you will continue with your faith and we trust, with the support of everyone in Victoria
and Australia, that we will support you through this.
Motion agreed to in silence, members showing unanimous agreement by standing in their places.
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (15:49): I move:
As a further mark of respect, sympathy and support that the house adjourn until 5.00 p.m. today.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 3.49 p.m.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 5.02 p.m.
Questions without notice and ministers statements
TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (17:02): My question is to the Premier.
Modelling from the independent Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO) shows that a motorist
commuting to and from work on CityLink each workday will pay an extra $87 060 over the life of
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Labor’s agreement with Transurban. Will the Premier tell motorists in the south-eastern and northern
suburbs how it is fair that they are paying an additional $87 060 each to Transurban for a road they
may never use?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (17:03): I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his
question. I will come to the substance of the question in a moment, but it was broad in its nature. The
first point I would make, of course, is that this would be the same independent Parliamentary Budget
Office that those opposite opposed—opposed and refused to use. There is no better demonstration of
whether you ought to be taken seriously than if at the pivotal moment when you were putting your
pitch forward, at the critical moment when you were putting yourself forward to govern the state for
four years, the body you now quote you refused to use. The West Gate Tunnel, which—
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the coalition’s election costings were costed after
the election by the PBO, and it found that ours added up where the Premier’s did not.
The SPEAKER: I ask the Premier to come back to answering the question.
Mr ANDREWS: Speaker, mindful of your advice to me on numerous occasions about the use of
props, I just went over here, where we keep this wonderful document—not a prop, but in fact a set of
costings from those who wanted to be the government of our great state—where there is no mention
at all of alternative funding arrangements for the West Gate Tunnel. They changed the name of it.
They of course said that it was part of the triple bypass, I think was the term—
Ms Staley: On a point of order, Speaker, question time is not an opportunity to attack the opposition.
The Premier is debating the question and I would ask you to bring him back to answering it.
The SPEAKER: I remind the Premier to come back to answering the question.
Mr ANDREWS: This project creates 6000 jobs and provides enormous travel time savings for
motorists from Ballarat, Geelong and the booming western suburbs. You might want to go out there
one time and have a look. We can get you the relevant Melway pages, if you would like—and a cut
lunch, because you would probably need it. Six thousand jobs, massive time savings and a muchtalked-about second river crossing will be delivered by our government. If those opposite cannot
understand the simple fact that if there is a problem on the West Gate Bridge there is a problem across
the entire network—if you cannot understand that—
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: Either this project will be built by a budget contribution and a contribution by
motorists or it will be built by cuts to hospitals and schools. We know those opposite liked nothing
better than to cut hospitals and schools when they were on this side of the house. Now apparently they
would like to do the same from that side of the house, by opposing funding arrangements they
supported 110 days ago and being opposed to a project they pretended they supported when Victorians
went to the polls and so resoundingly rejected those opposite.
Keep quoting the Parliamentary Budget Office, go on. I hope you do. You bagged it, you would not
back it, you would not use it—and now you are relying on it.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! I warn members to cease shouting across the chamber. They will be
removed from the chamber. I do ask the Premier to reflect comments through the Chair rather than
directly to other members.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (17:07): The opposition certainly will
continue to quote the Parliamentary Budget Office. I can assure the Premier of that. That analysis by
the independent Parliamentary Budget Office confirms that CityLink motorists who do not use the
West Gate Tunnel will pay more than $87 000 in additional tolls. Why is the government continuing
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to mislead Victorians that the cost of this dodgy deal is borne by users of the road rather than admitting
that motorists who may never use this tunnel will pay the vast majority of its cost?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (17:08): I am very pleased that the Leader of the
Opposition has assured us that he intends to continue quoting the Parliamentary Budget Office. Let
me quote the Leader of the Opposition:
As it is there is a want of confidence in the proposed Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO) structure from the
opposition.

That is ‘I used to be at the bar for a bit’ legalese for ‘We don’t trust the Parliamentary Budget Office’,
and now, just a little while later, ‘We will rely on the Parliamentary Budget Office’.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order! I warn members. They will be removed from the chamber if they keep
shouting across the chamber.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, if the Premier wants to debate how we could improve
the PBO, I would be happy to do that, but this is not the place to debate the question. It is a place to
answer the question, and the Premier has not even attempted to do that. He is more than halfway
through his allotted time on the supplementary.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier to come back to answering the question.
Mr ANDREWS: Speaker, 5 minutes ago he was quoting it; now he thinks it is in need of
improvement. Get your story straight. You either support the PBO and the West Gate Tunnel or you
do not, and it is very clear that those opposite have no plan to build the infrastructure we need. They
will always find an opportunity to oppose the projects that have been talked about for decades but have
been delivered by this government—one of the reasons why we sit on this side the house and those
opposite were so comprehensively rejected.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: AIRPORT RAIL LINK
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (17:09): I am very pleased to rise to update the house on
that infrastructure agenda I was just speaking about. Despite some being less than supportive of our
infrastructure agenda, apparently the Prime Minister is not. He was only too happy to join me and the
Minister for Transport Infrastructure out at Sunshine the other day.
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: Well, he needs a bit of sunshine. He does. He is desperately in need of a bit of
sunshine. Those opposite are too, I expect. This project—the airport rail link project—again, talked
about by many, but will be delivered by this government. That is the fact of it. We are not just painting
signs on the ground saying, ‘Airport rail link this way’. The poor old customer service staff down there
at Spencer Street had to explain to hundreds, perhaps thousands, of people, ‘No, no, that’s just an ad
campaign. There is no airport rail link’.
This is about jobs. It is about not only a link to the airport but a revitalisation of Sunshine and the west.
It is about further electrification of Wyndham and also Melton, so we can separate V/Line trains from
Metro trains. It is about more and more rapid services to Geelong and to Ballarat. This is not talking
about infrastructure but instead is delivering it, and it comes as part of the biggest boost to
infrastructure our state, indeed on some measures our nation, has ever seen. Level crossing removals,
the Metro Tunnel, the north-east link, the West Gate Tunnel and many, many other projects, all of
which are creating jobs and setting us up for the future—a future that is about building and not talking.
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TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (17:11): My question is again to the
Premier. The independent Parliamentary Budget Office (PBO) found that under the Andrews Labor
government’s deal Transurban will collect around $37.3 billion in additional toll revenue, yet
Transurban’s capital investment is only around $4 billion. This deal never went to tender, was
negotiated in secret and now CityLink users will be paying through the nose.
Members interjecting.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr M O’BRIEN: I will start again. This deal never went to tender, was negotiated in secret and
now CityLink users will be paying through the nose. I ask the Premier: given this deal is now
confirmed to be a complete rip-off of Victorian motorists, will the government now publicly release
all of its modelling?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (17:12): I do genuinely thank the Leader of the Opposition
for his question. Again he is quoting the Parliamentary Budget Office. The Parliamentary Budget
Office is a great friend of his now, apparently. Well, way back when, say June 2017, in reference, on
debate of the PBO bill—
Members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS: But we actually take a longer term view.
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier is debating the issue. He did it in the answer
to the last question, and he is now going back to the same defence around the question from the Leader
of the Opposition. The question is very simple: will he publicly release all the modelling? I would ask
you to bring him back to answering that question, please.
Mr ANDREWS: On the point of order, Speaker, with respect, the question was directly about a
report of the Parliamentary Budget Office, and I think that given it was referenced, and central to the
question is the PBO, it is perfectly relevant and in order for me to refer to the creation of that office
and to various positions that have been taken around that office. The PBO is absolutely relevant and
on point to the question asked.
The SPEAKER: Order! I do not uphold the point of order.
Mr ANDREWS: Thank you, Speaker. As I was saying, the Leader of the Opposition made the
following comment:
But we actually take a longer term view: that this—

that is, the Parliamentary Budget Office—
is not good for parliamentary democracy.

But apparently it is good for parliamentary pointscoring—or perhaps not even for that. This project is
desperately needed. Those opposite sought to pretend to the Victorian community that they supported
the project. Now they want a bet each way. We have got a plan, but then when it comes to making the
tough decisions to get the thing delivered, ‘Oh, no, don’t count us in.’. Suddenly it is no longer a triple
bypass. It is something less than that. I am not quite sure what that is.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier has had more than half his allotted time
to answer the question, which is: will the government now publicly release all of its modelling? I think
the public are entitled to know an answer, given they are the ones who will be paying for it—$87 000.
Mr Merlino interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Deputy Premier!
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Mr M O’Brien: I think it is not unreasonable that the Premier at least answer the question. Will he
publicly release the modelling, yes or no?
The SPEAKER: Order! It was a very long question. The Premier is being relevant to the question.
But I do ask the Premier to refrain from attacking the opposition in answering the question.
Mr ANDREWS: I will be only too pleased to follow your guidance, Speaker, but I will just make
the point that each time I am called to give an answer to a question I have to make a decision: will I
be guided on matters of transparency by people who, say, signed a side letter, or should I be guided
by people—
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, the Premier is now totally defying your advice to him
before, and I ask you to reinforce that advice to him to actually come back to answering the question,
please.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will come back to answering the question.
Mr ANDREWS: Certainly.
Mr M O’Brien interjected.
Mr ANDREWS: The Leader of the Opposition is now interjecting about the east–west link, and
that has been decided twice now, I think.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Premier will ignore interjections. The Premier, to continue.
Mr ANDREWS: As I was saying, Speaker, this project is desperately needed. We are not talking
about it, we are getting on and delivering it. I will not front up to take lectures from this one about
transparency; I simply will not do that. I simply will not be lectured, nor will anyone in this government
be lectured—
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, you made it very clear at the start of this parliamentary
session that you wanted people to be addressed through the Chair and in the appropriate language. My
belief is that the Premier is not using the appropriate language, and I ask you to ask him to come back
to being appropriate for this house instead of being a fool.
The SPEAKER: I uphold the point of order. I ask the Premier to refer to members by their correct
titles.
Mr ANDREWS: I will not be lectured on integrity, I will not be lectured on transparency by the
honourable Leader of the Opposition, the member for Malvern—not today, not any day. This project
will be built by Labor and it will be reported in the usual way.
Mr M O’BRIEN (Malvern—Leader of the Opposition) (17:17): The independent Parliamentary
Budget Office has found the additional tolls from the West Gate Tunnel and changes to the CityLink
concession will deliver to Transurban $37.3 billion. It has been reported that Transurban is only
contributing $4 billion. How is the decision by the Andrews Labor government to gift a private company
such an exorbitant amount of money from the pockets of Victorian motorists in any way fair?
Mr ANDREWS (Mulgrave—Premier) (17:17): I think talking about projects and never delivering
them is not fair. I think putting forward a policy document and pretending you support a project only
then to completely reverse your position just a few days later is not particularly fair. I think trucks
throughout the inner west causing all sorts of health issues and safety issues is not fair. I think getting
on and delivering the things you say you will build is very important—
Mr Burgess interjected.
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Mr ANDREWS: And if I need any help from the member for Hastings, I will ask for it. I will be
sure to ask for it. So thank you so much from the middle benches. There are a couple of vacant seats
down there if you want.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, again the arrogance from this Premier is unbecoming
of his office, and again he is defying your ruling by attacking members of the opposition and not going
through the Chair.
The SPEAKER: Order! I thought the Premier had concluded his answer. Still going? I remind the
Premier not to attack members of the opposition. The Premier, to continue.
Mr ANDREWS: Thank you for your guidance. Under such provocation, Speaker—stunning
provocation as it is—I will again repeat: this project is critically important, and we are going to get on
and deliver it because we deliver on our promises.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: IVF SECTOR
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park—Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality, Minister for
Creative Industries) (17:19): I am pleased to share with the house the fact that the government this
morning—the Premier and the Minister for Health in the other place, who I have the pleasure of
representing in this place—launched an inquiry by the Victorian health complaints commissioner into
the increasingly dodgy, unethical and reprehensible practices that have emerged in the IVF sector in
this state. To get our IVF sector right is incredibly important to the hopes and aspirations of so many
Victorians who but for an IVF system would really not have the hope of creating families, and we
have seen that right across the state.
Against that background, I do just pause to reflect on the commitment the government made at the last
election around delivering public IVF programs and therefore how important it is in that context to get
the regulatory environment for IVF correct in this state in the interests of so many families.
Earlier today the Premier and the Minister for Health put out there the fact that we will be asking the
Victorian health complaints commissioner to launch an inquiry into those dodgy, dangerous and
unethical practices that have been revealed in the sector. Last year the former Minister for Health, now
the Attorney-General, put together a public process that led to some very brave women and families
and IVF practitioners coming forward with reports of a range of potential breaches of not just the laws
but ethical codes and indeed some very unfortunate—the only way we can put it—episodes where
patients were treated less than appropriately. We hope that the processes that the health complaints
commissioner will put in place will be an opportunity to bring the cleansing light of public scrutiny
onto a sector that if it were but for that would be delivering family outcomes for so many Victorians.
We look forward to the commissioner’s important work.
WEST GATE TUNNEL PROJECT
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (17:21): My question is to the Treasurer. On 12 December 2017 when asked
about the additional tolls payable by CityLink motorists from the West Gate Tunnel agreement, the
Treasurer told the media, ‘The math I’ll leave for everybody to work out’. Now that the independent
Parliamentary Budget Office has done the maths the Treasurer refused to do, will the Treasurer
apologise to the motorists he is saddling with additional tolls of $87 060 each?
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (17:22): Well, it is all about the math, isn’t it? And let us do a little bit of mathematics here,
because I think it is important that we get back in control of the mathematics. It is fully funded and it is
fully costed. Well, that could be a reference to what this government is doing, but it would bear no
relationship whatsoever with what you fraudulently attempted to perpetrate upon the Victorian people.
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, once again, another minister is defying your
rulings—not speaking through the Chair and attacking the opposition. I ask you, please, to make sure
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that these orders are actually enforced, because we are being provoked every single time a minister
gets to their feet.
The SPEAKER: Order! I do ask the Treasurer to remember to direct his comments to the Chair.
The Treasurer, to continue.
Mr PALLAS: I do make the point that the Parliamentary Budget Office report that the member is
referring to stated in very graphic terms what the expected capital cost to the state of Victoria would
be should those gormless charlatans over there perpetuate a fraud upon the people of Victoria—
Mr M O’Brien: On a point of order, Speaker, again this is turning question time into an absolute
farce. I ask you, given I do have a depleted front bench given that my members have been thrown out
for apparently defying your ruling, to take a similar firm-handed action in relation to the Treasurer and
other ministers who transgress—which is every single time they get up to answer a question.
The SPEAKER: I uphold the point of order. The Treasurer is not to attack the opposition. The
Treasurer to answer the question.
Mr PALLAS: I accept your ruling, Speaker, and I will use the best possible restraint I can. Can I
just make the point that the Parliamentary Budget Officer in the report that those opposite are now
such great big fans of made it clear that the capital cost to the state of rescinding the concession deed
would be $4.7 billion. Now, those opposite did not identify how they intended to pay for their triple
bypass, which included of course the West Gate Tunnel, a project that they sought relentlessly to stop
and to put workers out of work when the project had started. We are not going to be lectured when we
get on with the job of delivering this vital piece of infrastructure to the west. Over $4 billion is what
the Parliamentary Budget Officer says you would blow in the state budget. That would effectively
mean a massive impact upon our spending in health and education, and it would put a ridiculously
disproportionate level of pain upon the Victorian taxpayer. It is wrong.
What we hear from the Leader of the Opposition is that we are ripping people off. Well, ripping people
off is when you do not declare your plans to them—over 15 000 pages of contracts, of environment
effects statement, of material that was used to inform them. There were 10 000 pages in EES and
2000 pages of contractual documents, while those opposite sought to hide the content of their proposed
east–west road such as it was—a 45-cents-in-the-dollar proposal. They even conspired not to tell the
federal government about the road or the business case for fear that they would not get any funding
out of them. So do not lecture us about transparency. We have put this all into the public domain. Our
intention is to exercise our mandate, the thing that we asked the people of Victoria to vote for, and
might I say the thing that today the Parliamentary Budget Officer confirms you would attempt to
sabotage in the budget.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (17:26): Now that the independent Parliamentary Budget Office has found
that CityLink motorists will face increases of $87 060, it is clear that the deal is a great one for
Transurban but is Grand Theft Auto against Victorian motorists. Will the government now release the
uncensored versions of the contract it signed behind closed doors with Transurban—the contract the
Treasurer has just been talking about? Can we have the uncensored version, please?
Mr PALLAS (Werribee—Treasurer, Minister for Economic Development, Minister for Industrial
Relations) (17:27): I thank the member for Ripon for her supplementary question. It is not so much
Grand Theft Auto as the desperate and the dateless over here, trying to give us lectures on how we
effectively—
Ms Britnell: On a point of order, Speaker, frankly I feel quite offended. That is going way too far.
I think this side of the house are constantly talking about respect, respect for women. You have actually
pointed that out many times. I think that is going way too far.
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The SPEAKER: Order! I think the Treasurer may have overstepped the mark. I think the Treasurer
should come back to answering the question.
Mr PALLAS: Thank you, Speaker. I will withdraw that remark.
Can I make it clear that we are back in control. We are fully costed, we are fully funded, and what we
put to the Victorian people we intend on honouring, unlike those opposite who basically said to the
Victorian people that they could pay for this magically without the need for reference to allocations in
their costings. Their so-called triple bypass was magic money. That just goes to show why the state of
Victoria was in such a desperate position when we came to government and what a dramatic
turnaround, through our infrastructure spend and our investment in the future of this state, this
government has been able to effect.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: WATER SECURITY
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
(17:28): I rise to update the house on how we are delivering water security for Melbourne. We know
it is absolutely fundamental to jobs, to economic security and to the social and physical wellbeing of
our communities. That is why yesterday I announced that we are ordering 125 gigalitres from the
desalination plant built by Labor. We are also turning on the Geelong pipeline built by Labor. We have
also built the South Gippsland connection, and they are accessing water from Melbourne as well and
stopping water restrictions, because praying for rain, hoping for rain or in fact doing a rain dance just
does not work.
Our water storages are sitting at 54.5 per cent, 156 gigalitres less than they were this time last year—
the lowest since 2011, the end of the millennium drought. We know from the millennium drought that
storages can drop very, very quickly. Our inflows and our rainfall are well below averages—40 per
cent this spring and summer.
This is a critical decision to meet the needs of population growth. The population in Melbourne has
grown by 20 per cent since we announced we were building a desalination plant. If we left it to those
opposite, Melbourne would now be contemplating the most severe water restrictions, which would
not deliver 125 gigalitres. It would not even come close it, but it would close businesses and cost jobs.
Even the most severe water restrictions do not come close to those 125 gigalitres.
The irony of the call from the opposition for water restrictions, when they got rid of Target 155, is
extraordinary. Again it is up to a Labor government, who have built the water grid across the state. If
it was not for us, the Wimmera would have no water, Bendigo would have no water, Ballarat would
have no water, Geelong would be running out and Melbourne would be facing severe water restrictions
and its economic future would be in doubt. It is Labor that delivers water security for the state.
VICTORIAN RENEWABLE ENERGY TARGET
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (17:30): My question is to the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change. Minister, your government has pledged a Victorian renewable energy target, VRET,
of 50 per cent by 2030. Minister, I ask if any modelling has been undertaken to understand what energy
generation sources and associated percentages of those same sources will be required to meet this
target. If so, what impact will the VRET have on future operations of Latrobe Valley power stations?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (17:31): I thank the member for Morwell for his question and certainly his interest
in the future of energy in this state, certainly from the perspective of his community. I think what is
important here is that our government has a very strong commitment to all workers within the energy
sector, and that is quite evident from the very strong record amount of investment and support we gave
to the workforce in the Latrobe Valley when the private owners of the privatised generation at
Hazelwood closed it down. There is no doubt about our government’s commitment to the workforce
as we manage a transition to a cleaner energy future, which is an absolutely essential part of securing
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our economy and securing our future. We know of course that having strong, robust, ambitious
renewable energy targets is so important so that we can actually make sure that we have the energy
security that our state absolutely needs. As ageing infrastructure among the current fleet of energy
generators gets older and less reliable, it is incumbent on a sensible and ambitious government, one
that makes commitments and understands the importance of actually delivering on commitments, to
actually get on and do that. We are not ashamed; we are very proud of our renewable energy targets.
Our commitment is to ensure that we provide opportunities and grow opportunities for job creation in
all parts of our state, and no less so than in the Latrobe Valley. That is why we simply have to look at
the record amount of investment that our government put in in the last term to actually grow jobs in
the Latrobe Valley and the Gippsland valley just through our own investment funds.
Mr Northe: On a point of order, Speaker, I believe the minister is debating the question. My
question related to what impacts the VRET would have on the Latrobe power stations, and I believe
the minister has failed to answer or address that specific question as asked.
The SPEAKER: Order! The minister is being relevant to the question that was asked.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: Thanks very much, Speaker. I restate our commitment. Our job is to ensure
that we have got the energy security of the future whilst ensuring that we expand the job opportunities
of Victorians right across this state, and no less so than in the Latrobe Valley.
Just in terms of our commitment from last term, which continues, the Latrobe Valley Economic
Facilitation Fund has helped to create 1000 jobs in the Latrobe Valley. Also of course 10 000 more
people are employed across the Gippsland region since we came into government at the end of 2014.
This does not happen by accident. Our record is very strong. It is clear that it is this side of the house
that will always have an interest in our energy security and the jobs that go with that, and we will
continue to do more.
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (17:34): Minister, the Victorian Renewable Energy Target: 2017–18
Progress Report shows that coal and gas still account for more than 80 per cent of Victoria’s energy
generation. Minister, given that all existing Latrobe Valley power stations have licences to operate
beyond 2030, do you concede that at least one of these power stations will have to close prior to 2030
so your 50 per cent VRET can be achieved?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (17:35): I thank the member for Morwell for the supplementary question. We only
have to turn our attention to the commentary that has been made by the existing generators in the
Latrobe Valley. They have made it very clear that they intend to stay for the life of their licences, and
we do not anticipate that will change. We are very clear that we are growing the energy generation of
the future, growing the jobs—thousands of jobs. Let us be frank about this: it was those parties opposite
that led to the privatisation of energy systems in the valley that led to thousands of jobs being lost. I
can assure the member for Morwell that our commitment to growing jobs right across the state and in
the Latrobe Valley, helping to diversify the economy whilst also maintaining and increasing our
energy security, is as much top of our agenda, and certainly for me as the energy minister, as it has
always been.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: VETERANS EMPLOYMENT STRATEGY
Mr SCOTT (Preston—Assistant Treasurer, Minister for Veterans) (17:36): I rise to update the
house on the Victorian government’s veterans employment strategy. Approximately 5000 veterans
across Australia transition from the defence forces each year, with approximately 10 per cent of those
settling in Victoria. In 2016 the Premier announced a target of 250 veterans to be employed in the
Victorian public sector over a period of four years, with investments in the 2017–18 and 2018–19
budgets of $1.2 million.
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I am pleased to announce that we have already exceeded that target within the period, with over
300 veterans being employed in the Victorian public sector. I am also pleased to announce that we
will be increasing that target to 750—a suitable reflection of the service and commitment to the
Australian community shown by veterans.
I would like to personally thank Major General David McLachlan for his contribution to serving the
Victorian community in his role as the government’s veterans employment advocate. He is providing
a critical linkage between the veterans community and the Victorian government.
I would like to note that a significant number of these veterans have served in Iraq and Afghanistan and
risked their lives on behalf of the community which we are lucky enough to represent in this house.
Providing increased employment opportunities for this group of people is a small but important
recognition of their service on behalf of the Victorian and Australian communities. I hope all members
of the house would support the efforts to increase the opportunities for Victorian veterans in the public
sector. It should be noted that this is not an act of charity. The skills and the talents of the veterans who
have served our country so well are a great addition to the Victorian public sector and do us proud. I
would like to acknowledge the work of the former Minister for Veterans and the Premier, and I hope
all persons of goodwill will get behind this wonderful initiative.
POWER POLE REPLACEMENT
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (17:38): My question is to the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change. In the week of the first anniversary of the St Patrick’s Day fire which was caused by
a failed power pole, Powercor announced it would replace approximately 2200 power poles each year
in the fire-prone western half of Victoria. With 570 000 poles in the ground, that means it will take
259 years to replace them all. Is Powercor’s replacement schedule of power poles in south-western
Victoria in line with the recommendations of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission and the
subsequent Grimes review?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (17:38): I thank the member for Polwarth for his question. Certainly powerline
safety, the safety of the energy system in its entirety, is absolutely fundamental to our government. It
is the case that we are on track in terms of delivering on all of the commitments to the
recommendations from the bushfires royal commission with respect to electricity assets, and certainly
we will be providing further information that shows how we are actually tracking in the coming period
of time.
Let me be absolutely clear about this: it is our government that is holding the energy businesses to
account. These are privatised energy businesses—our assets have been privatised—and it is only our
government that has, in the last term, put greater regulations on the energy distribution businesses to
actually deliver the technologies that consumers have been paying for to make these power poles safe.
Why is that the case? Because under the previous government they let them get off the hook. These
businesses were taking money out of the pockets of Victorians to pay for upgrades to electricity assets,
safety upgrades that these businesses failed to actually deploy. It took this government last term to
bring legislation into this Parliament to actually make them spend the money that they were taking off
Victorian consumers and deploy those assets. We make no apology for that.
Let me be absolutely clear. Powercor certainly have presented a report. That report is now sitting with
Energy Safe Victoria. I am waiting on advice from Energy Safe Victoria in terms of their assessment
of the efficacy of the work that Powercor have actually undertaken to ensure power pole safety across
the state.
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (17:41): The manufacturer of the power poles used by Powercor in
south-west Victoria, Koppers Pty Ltd, says on its website that these poles have a design life of 50 years
in most environments. Given the replacement schedule of these poles is 259 years and with a design
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life of 50 years, on what basis is the minister able to assure Victorians in the south-west that the
government is taking their fire-risk concerns and the power pole disaster seriously?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park—Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, Minister
for Solar Homes) (17:41): I thank the member for Polwarth for his supplementary question. I think
there is no doubt whatsoever that this is the government, this is the party and this is the side of the
house that actually takes community safety absolutely seriously; and if it means re-regulating parts of
the energy system that were privatised by those opposite to put community safety first, then we will
do that—and that is exactly what we have been doing. Everyone can be absolutely sure that when it
comes to community safety and when it comes to the safety of the electrical assets—
Mr Walsh: On a point of order, Speaker, the minister has not been at all relevant to the question.
The question is very much about whether a 259-year cycle of replacement for power poles that only
have a life of 50 years is going to keep people in south-western Victoria safe. I would ask you to bring
the minister back to actually answering that question from the member for Polwarth.
The SPEAKER: The substance of the question was a broad one: on what basis the minister is able
to ensure the safety of the power poles. The minister is relevant to the question.
Ms D’AMBROSIO: These matters are certainly of high priority to me, as are all matters to do with
energy safety—absolutely. Our commitment is with the community. I will be very much keeping a
very close watch on this and looking forward to the report from Energy Safe Victoria. Any actions
that may be required after that point will certainly be a matter that I will take absolutely seriously.
Victorians certainly can be absolutely confident of our government’s commitment to this.
MINISTERS STATEMENTS: EDUCATION FUNDING
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk—Minister for Education) (17:43): I rise to update the house on the
delivery of the Andrews Labor government’s Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund. We are a
government that has been focused on helping students stay in education, supporting students with
additional needs and breaking the link between disadvantage and poor student outcomes. We know
that learning does not end at the school gate. School camps, school excursions and participation in
sport are all an indisputable part of a healthy and rounded education. All kids need to get out, get active
and fit in, but in the past too many were denied the chance to grow and to enjoy these experiences.
I am delighted to inform the house today that over 1 million payments have now been made to the
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund—1 million payments to support disadvantaged students with the
costs of trips and sporting activities. That is more than 200 000 students benefiting each and every
year since 2015. The fund is making the transition to school easier for parents, with all prep and year 7
students qualifying as part of this fund also eligible for a free uniform pack. Last year we delivered
over 14 000 free uniforms in partnership with State Schools Relief.
That is in stark contrast with those opposite, who cut the education maintenance allowance. They cut
Free Fruit Friday. All the supports for our most disadvantaged kids, they cut away. Well, from this
side of the house, students get a nutritious breakfast, they get support to go to camps and excursions
and sporting trips, they get uniforms on their back—and we remove asbestos as well. That is what the
Andrews Labor government is delivering.
Constituency questions
EILDON ELECTORATE
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (17:45): (344) My question is to the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change, and it concerns recent reports that a number of steel spikes have been discovered
along bush tracks in the Toolangi State Forest. Ten centimetre-long spikes were found concealed under
leaves and bark on the Breakoday Track and Martins Track in the Toolangi State Forest by a
four-wheel driver over the long weekend. I understand the spikes punctured the tyres of a number of
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vehicles. It is not only the risk to the safety of bush users that is so galling but also the risk to our
emergency services and government agency staff who use these tracks. The threat of a CFA truck
being sabotaged during an emergency is not something we should have to think about. Unfortunately,
however, it is something the government cannot ignore. What action is the government taking to
prevent similar instances in the future to ensure the safety of bush users and emergency services?
BURWOOD ELECTORATE
Mr FOWLES (Burwood) (17:46): (345) My constituency question is for the Minister for Roads
in the other place. In late 2017 a busy stretch in Warrigal Road in Surrey Hills was damaged by severe
weather. I know that significant works have been undertaken on this site to make it safe and accessible
for pedestrians and motorists, including drainage works, environmental works and the construction of
a new retaining wall. I have had the opportunity to visit the site and see how the works have progressed
on what is a very technically challenging site. Warrigal Road is a key transport route for locals in my
electorate of Burwood. These works are a priority for me and my constituents, and we are keen to see
this route reopened to its full capacity. My question is: when are the works due to be completed on the
site of the Warrigal Road landslip?
GIPPSLAND SOUTH ELECTORATE
Mr D O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (17:47): (346) My question is to the Minister for Local
Government. When will the minister release the report of the municipal monitor installed to oversee
South Gippsland shire? The minister is well aware of concerns about behaviour, bullying and
dysfunction in the shire, which is why the monitor was appointed in the first place. On Thursday night
around 400 people filled Leongatha Memorial Hall to express their concerns. While speakers from the
floor expressed differing views on the root cause of the problem, a motion calling on the minister to
dismiss the council was carried overwhelmingly. It is my role to reflect those views, which are
consistent with what I hear as I travel round the shire, to the minister. However, there is a considerable
amount of ‘he said, she said’ and blame-shifting occurring, making it very difficult for residents and
ratepayers to know the true story. The report of the monitor would be instructive. I understand the
minister has received, or is about to receive, the monitor’s final report, and I urge him to now release
that report publicly in the interests of transparency.
MORDIALLOC ELECTORATE
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (17:48): (347) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure, and I ask when community consultation will get underway on the Suburban
Rail Loop. My community was very excited last year when it was announced that the Suburban Rail
Loop would be commencing from the Cheltenham area. This is the vision that our state needs. These
are intergenerational projects on the go that will transform the way we get around. Community
consultation is a really important start, a milestone, in getting this important project underway. It goes
with our removal of level crossings and of course building the Melbourne Metro rail link. I am very
pleased that the federal Labor opposition has committed $300 million towards this outstanding project.
We need to get on with building the projects that our community needs for the future, and this project
will move hundreds and thousands of people and change the way we travel. My constituency question
is: when will community consultation get underway on the Suburban Rail Loop?
POLWARTH ELECTORATE
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (17:49): (348) My question is to the Minister for Roads in the other
place. Can the minister tell the people of Polwarth if she will be contributing to or exceeding the federal
government’s request to match its generous $80 million funding pledge for major state roads in
Polwarth and south-western Victoria under its roads of strategic importance funding?
The federal member for Wannon, Dan Tehan, yesterday announced an $80 million funding boost that
will benefit the Princes Highway west of Colac in my electorate. Dangerous intersections like the blue
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church corner at Nalangil will be upgraded after last year’s neglect in the state budget, but there is
much more to be done. I draw the minister’s attention to the growing commercial developments along
the western entrance to Colac, where serious underdevelopment of the Princes Highway is putting
lives at risk, and small businesses are being left to foot the bill. The Princes Highway west is clearly a
Victorian state government responsibility, and again we are seeing the federal government being left
to do the heavy lifting because of the neglect of this important conduit.
NARRE WARREN SOUTH ELECTORATE
Mr MAAS (Narre Warren South) (17:50): (349) My constituency question is for the Minister for
Transport Infrastructure, and it concerns the upgrade of the Pakenham train line. Minister, what stage
has been reached in the Andrews Labor government’s $572 million project to improve and modernise
the tracks, platforms and signalling along the Pakenham train line? I am often contacted by residents
in my electorate who look forward to the completion of this project. Their support for the essential
upgrade and their patience through the construction period should be applauded, as they know the
results will be beneficial for train passengers, drivers and pedestrians. Investing in public transportation
means that more trains can run more often and accommodate more passengers. This investment is
much needed in the growing district of Narre Warren South. I look forward to sharing the minister’s
response with the Narre Warren South community.
PRAHRAN ELECTORATE
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (17:51): (350) My constituency question is for the Minister for Public
Transport, and I ask: will the government urgently increase peak-hour services and improve reliability
on the Frankston line for passengers at Hawksburn, Toorak and Armadale stations? Commuters using
those stations have had to put up with a shocker of a fortnight, with train cancellations and delays. But
this is not just a problem that has occurred in recent weeks; it has been going on for years. These
stations are expressed by Frankston trains during the morning peak and afternoon peak, resulting in
waits of up to 12 minutes between services, which is far too long a wait for peak hour in the inner city,
and that is if the trains are running on time. When delays or cancellations occur, services are
overcrowded, often to the point where passengers are left stranded and unable to board, while express
services with capacity go past the station without stopping. This is an unacceptable situation. Hundreds
of local residents have signed petitions over past years calling for increased services. I urge the minister
to act, because the current situation is just not good enough.
MOUNT WAVERLEY ELECTORATE
Mr FREGON (Mount Waverley) (17:52): (351) My constituency question is for the Minister for
Education, and I ask: what will be the benefit of three-year-old kindergarten for the parents and young
children of Mount Waverley in both educational and financial terms? Our electorate has many young
families and our kindergartens are a source of pride for our community. Recently I had the honour of
opening the brand-new playground at Highmount Kindergarten. This was only possible with an
inclusive kindergarten facilities grant of $114 000, which is just another example of the great work
this government is doing in the early childhood space. The babies born in our electorate from last year
will be the first cohort to be able to enrol in free three-year-old kinder in the Mount Waverley district
in 2022, and I am sure their parents would appreciate knowing how their babies will benefit from this
great program.
ROWVILLE ELECTORATE
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (17:53): (352) My question is to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure.
Minister, can you advise what progress has been made on the Andrews government’s promise to plan
a tram service running from my electorate of Rowville to Caulfield station? Before the election, and
despite half a billion dollars of federal government funds being committed to building a proper train
line to Rowville, your government was only willing to offer people in Rowville a planning scheme for
a tram halfway to the city. Now that residents in the Knox area travelling towards the city will be
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slapped with huge CityLink tolls on the Monash Freeway as a result of Labor’s private deal with
Transurban, public transport options for residents in my electorate are even more crucial.
ELTHAM ELECTORATE
Ms WARD (Eltham) (17:54): (353) My question is to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure.
Minister, the Andrews government has invested heavily in the Hurstbridge line, for which I thank the
government, including funding for additional car parking at Montmorency station.
Ms Allan interjected.
Ms WARD: They have also got a good minister. Minister, how is work on this additional car
parking at Montmorency station progressing?
Bills
WATER AND CATCHMENT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Introduction and first reading
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine—Minister for Water, Minister for Police and Emergency Services)
(17:54): I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to make miscellaneous amendments to the Water Act 1989 and
the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 and for other purposes.

Ms RYAN (Euroa) (17:54): I request a brief explanation from the minister.
Ms NEVILLE: The shadow minister may recall that we had a piece of legislation in the upper house
prior to the election. This is pretty much the same as that, including the house amendment around
compliance. To run through it, just as a reminder, it involves an acknowledgement of traditional owners’
rights and Aboriginal Victorians in the planning and management of water resources. Waterway
managers are to consider recreational values. It has a strong legislative framework for salinity mitigation
and sets up a very strong compliance mechanism, improving that in light of some of the issues that were
raised through Four Corners and how they affected New South Wales.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
Ordered to be read a second time tomorrow.
Petitions
Following petition presented to house by Clerk:
MORNINGTON PENINSULA PLANNING
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria,
The petition of the residents of the electorate of Mornington, draws to the attention of the house, the Planning
Minister’s disregard for community and local council views regarding the proposal of the inappropriate
development of a Kaufland Superstore at 1158 Nepean Highway, Mornington.
The petitioners therefore request:


The Planning Minister abandon any further consideration of the Kaufland proposal.

By Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (1239 signatures).
Tabled.
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Committees
SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 4
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (17:56): I have the honour to present to the house a report from the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, being Alert Digest No. 4 of 2019, on the following bills:
Major Transport Projects Facilitation Amendment Bill 2019
Open Courts and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2019
Primary Industries Legislation Amendment Bill 2019
Professional Engineers Registration Bill 2019

together with appendices.
Ordered to be published.
Documents
DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability Victoria:
State of the Yarra and Its Parklands—Report 2018
Victorian State of the Environment—Report 2018 (two documents)
Financial Management Act 1994—2018–19 Mid-Year Financial Report incorporating the Quarterly
Financial Report No 2 for the period ended 31 December 2018
Murray-Darling Basin Authority—Report 2017–18
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Residential Tenancies Act 1997—SR 14
Safe Patient Care (Nurse to Patient and Midwife to Patient Ratios) Act 2015—SR 15
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994—Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 12, 14
Wildlife Act 1975—Wildlife (Prohibition of Game Hunting) Notice (Gazette S84, 8 March 2019).

Bills
JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (POLICE AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2019
Council’s amendments
The SPEAKER: I wish to advise the house that I have received a message from the Legislative
Council agreeing to the Justice Legislation Amendment (Police and Other Matters) Bill 2019 without
amendment.
JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (POLICE AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2019
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES AMENDMENT BILL 2019
Royal assent
The SPEAKER (17:58): I wish to inform the Assembly that on 13 March 2019 the Governor gave
royal assent to the Justice Legislation Amendment (Police and Other Matters) Bill 2019 and
Parliamentary Committees Amendment Bill 2019, which were presented to her by the Clerk of the
Parliaments.
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VICTORIAN INDEPENDENT REMUNERATION TRIBUNAL AND IMPROVING
PARLIAMENTARY STANDARDS BILL 2019
Royal assent
The SPEAKER (17:58): I wish to inform the Assembly that on 19 March 2019 the Governor gave
royal assent to the Victorian Independent Remuneration Tribunal and Improving Parliamentary
Standards Bill 2019, which was presented to her by the Clerk of the Parliaments.
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS REGISTRATION BILL 2019
Appropriation
The SPEAKER (17:58): I have received messages from the Governor recommending
appropriations for the purposes of the Primary Industries Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 and the
Professional Engineers Registration Bill 2019.
Business of the house
PROGRAM
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (17:58):
I move:
That, under standing order 94(2), the orders of the day, government business, relating to the following bills
be considered and completed by 5.00 p.m. on Thursday, 21 March 2019:
Audit Amendment Bill 2018
Essential Services Commission Amendment (Governance, Procedural and Administrative
Improvements) Bill 2019
Major Transport Projects Facilitation Amendment Bill 2019
Open Courts and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2019.

Given the hour of the day and that a number of members are keen to make a contribution in members
statements, I will make a very short contribution to the government business program debate, noting
there are four bills in the program this week. Can I also acknowledge and thank the support of the
chamber for facilitating the two condolence motions that we have just concluded for former member
and minister Bill Landeryou and for the tragic events that occurred in Christchurch, New Zealand, last
week. I think this afternoon we saw the very best of this place in operation with the way we not only
paid our respects but also outlined a plan of action for the future, for how we as a community feel we
need to respond to those tragic events. I note that the member for Mildura will be making her
contribution on this condolence motion before the commencement of members statements following
the government business program. Again I thank the leave of the house for allowing the member for
Mildura to take that opportunity.
Mr Wells: Leader of the House?
Ms ALLAN: I said leave of the house—I was not giving you a promotion! The only other thing I
wanted to mention in my short contribution was for any members who have not spoken on the addressin-reply. We would like to put that motion this week, so this is a last shout-out for people who are
determined to speak glowingly of the government’s strong and positive agenda as outlined by the
Governor at the commencement of the Parliament this term. I commend the motion to the house.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (18:00): The opposition is not opposing the government business
program. We think it is reasonable: the Essential Services Commission Amendment (Governance,
Procedural and Administrative Improvements) Bill 2019, the Open Courts and Other Acts
Amendment Bill 2019, the Audit Amendment Bill 2018 and the Major Transport Projects Facilitation
(Amendment) Bill 2019, which can be debated from Wednesday onwards. We accept what the Leader
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of the House has said about the address-in-reply to the Governor’s speech. Our last speaker on that
will be the member for Benambra, who did an outstanding job fighting the fires on the front line and
was unable to make his address-in-reply in the last sitting week of Parliament, so we look forward to
his contribution this week. That will then complete all members from the Liberal-National parties who
wished to give a speech on the address-in-reply to the Governor’s speech.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (18:02): I will be mercifully succinct. This is an important
government business program. It looks at the future in an unprecedented way for our infrastructure
pipeline, vital to Victoria’s economic development. It modernises how the expenditure of future funds
will be improved in our public sector and addresses the concerns of the Auditor-General. It also
addresses the open courts issue, overhauling Victoria’s suppression orders to make it clear that
suppression orders and closed courts are exceptions to the principle of open justice and should only be
made when necessary. This is important for the public’s right to know and availability and access to
information. We have more on the response to the Governor’s address, and then we also have one
more condolence motion. Given that there is bipartisan support for this I commend the government
business program to the house.
Motion agreed to.
Condolences
CHRISTCHURCH MOSQUES TERRORIST ATTACK
Ms CUPPER (Mildura) (18:03): By leave, I seek to speak on the Premier’s condolence motion on
the Christchurch terrorist attack.
The SPEAKER: Before the member starts, I wish to apologise—her name was not on the call list,
so I apologise for missing her on the speaking list.
Ms CUPPER: Thank you. As has been said, it is difficult to put into words the tragedy and loss
that we witnessed last Friday, but here is my best attempt. I am watching from afar with no direct
personal link to the people of Christchurch or the Islamic community there. The littlest victim, whose
image is burnt into all our memories, was not my son, and I cannot imagine what it must be like for
his family right now. But there are people in my electorate who can imagine it. They have lost close
friends and close family members in this tragedy, and they are hurting and traumatised. I want them
to know that they are in our hearts and our minds and in the hearts and minds of everyone in this house.
What we witnessed on Friday was the very worst of humanity. A far right-wing extremist, a Neo-Nazi,
chose to target innocent Muslim people peacefully practising their faith at Friday prayers. I would like
to be able to say that this incident was isolated, that this sick, broken man was a lone wolf and that his
actions are not linked in any way to what is happening in our world, but I cannot say this. This incident
is the ugly culmination of racism in all its forms, subtle and overt. It is the product of an environment
of fear and hatred fostered by people like Pauline Hanson, Fraser Anning and Rupert Murdoch. It is
the product of racist propaganda that is too easily paraded as legitimate mainstream news on the
notorious American Fox News network and its wannabe Australian equivalents. It is the product of
racism that has been fostered quite shamefully by some of our own governments when it has suited
their political interests. And I am reminded of a recent cartoon piece by Toby Morris that appeared on
a New Zealand website following last week’s incident. In response to Jacinda Ardern when she said
‘This isn’t us’, Toby Morris reminded readers that this did not come out of nowhere:
Overt acts of horror are built on top of a lifetime of smaller everyday assumptions, structures and systems that
reinforce an undercurrent of white superiority.

In honour of those who tragically lost their lives in Christchurch last week and the loved ones who
mourn them, let us commit ourselves to fighting racism and Islamophobia at every level. This means
not just quietly tolerating the peddlers of hate under the guise of freedom of speech but actively
dismantling the structures and symptoms that allow white supremacy to flourish. It means recognising
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our colonial past and righting the wrongs done to Aboriginal people in our name, even when people
try to minimise it or pretend it did not happen. It means centring the voices of marginalised
communities on matters that affect them and affording them our silence when we are in a position of
privilege. It means forcing a better standard of journalism in our media that outlaws the peddling of
mistruths and hatred. It means calling out casual racism when we hear it, every time.
I want to tell the Muslim people of Mildura and the northern Mallee that you are a treasured part of our
community. I want to tell the worshippers who pray at the Mildura mosque, where the Islamic faith has
been diligently practised for over 30 years, that I will always work on your behalf to fight racism and
Islamophobia, and I do this because we are all in this together. There is no you and me, only us.
I would like to finish by once again offering my most heartfelt condolences to everyone who has been
affected by this terrible tragedy, and to our New Zealand brothers and sisters, our Muslim brothers and
sisters and the people of Christchurch I say that the people of Mildura stand with you at this time of
great sadness. We are all in this together.
Mr Wells: I have a very quick point of order, Speaker, to clarify an arrangement that was made
this afternoon. My understanding is that the Independents, when they want to go onto a call list, will
go to the Liberal Whip, who will then put that on the call list, but it is the responsibility of the
Independents to make that call. It is not the responsibility of the Liberal Whip to be chasing up the
Independents about when they want to go on a call list.
The SPEAKER: The practice of this house is that the call alternates and I will look for members
rising to their feet to seek the call. That is the ultimate way that people can seek the call. I do use the
call list, though, to try to ensure the smooth running of the house. The better practice would be for
members to seek to put their names on a call list for the respective parties, but I accept the point that
has been raised by the Manager of Opposition Business.
Members statements
FIRE SERVICES RESPONSE TIMES
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (18:08): This statement condemns Labor’s desperate ploy to hide important
stats about the operations of Victorian fire services from Victorian voters. While Victorian fire crews
and Victorian families pick up the pieces after 31 homes were lost in the recent fires at Bunyip and
Yinnar South, the public are keen to know how our fire services are responding to emergencies.
In October 2017, on releasing MFB and CFA response times for the first time, the then emergency
services minister issued a media statement congratulating themselves on the Labor government’s
commitment to greater transparency. The media release goes on to criticise the former Liberal
government for hiding fire response time data, even though the emergency services minister noted in
his media release that it was a select committee inquiry interim report from August 2017 into Labor’s
fire services legislation which made the recommendation to release data in the first place.
The Andrews government did not release any fire services response data before 2017, and it fails to act
now. Both the MFB and CFA websites still state that they are committed to releasing quarterly data on
emergency response times, but there has been no data since March 2018. Despite a state election in
November and the government being desperate to ram their failed union enterprise bargaining
agreement bill through the house, the government has now gone into hiding on transparency.
VIRGIN MARY MOSQUE
Ms CONNOLLY (Tarneit) (18:09): On Sunday, 17 March, I was just one of many Tarneit locals
who attended the open day at the Virgin Mary Mosque in Hoppers Crossing. Like many others around
the country, the Virgin Mary Mosque and its local Islamic community threw open their doors in spite
of recent events—events that could perpetuate division, fear and reclusion in our community. Instead,
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the Virgin Mary Mosque community welcomed with open arms their fellow Australians in a touching
sign of love and unity.
And that was what I saw: a community of Australians all coming together to actively demonstrate love
and support for our brothers and sisters across the Tasman Sea and to show both Aussies and our Kiwi
kin that we may come in many faiths and colours but when it matters we all stand as one, united against
those that spread hate.
So thank you to the Virgin Mary Mosque and your community. You have put your heart on your
sleeve as proud Australians for all to see. You have always made me feel more than welcome, and I
feel as though I am part of your community. To see so many other Australians, who like me are not of
the Islamic faith, respond in kind to your open arms warms the very soul of our nation.
Finally, I say to all Australians: if you have not already, I encourage you to go and visit a mosque, take
a tour and ask any questions that you have. I promise that you will be met by the most hospitable and
generous of people who have an eagerness to share their culture with their nation.
WARRANDYTE ELECTORATE EVENTS
Mr R SMITH (Warrandyte) (18:11): Today I would like to highlight a couple of the fantastic
community events that the Warrandyte electorate has hosted and is going to be hosting through the
rest of March. In early March I was a part of the army of volunteers that put on another successful Run
Warrandyte fun run. This fantastic local event helps raise funds for important charities such as Stop.
One Punch Can Kill, for multiple sclerosis research and for many local schools. This event has become
a staple of the running calendar, and while it turned out to be a very warm day we were lucky to have
some cooler weather on the morning of the run. I would like to put on record in this house my thanks
to David Dyson and the whole team for doing so much to organise this fantastic event.
I also encourage all members of this place to visit Warrandyte this weekend for the annual Warrandyte
Festival, a weekend filled with family fun, stalls and activities, offering the best of local handmade
crafts, entertainment and produce. The festival is now in its 41st year, and with the theme this year of
‘Stars of Warrandyte’ it is expected to attract up to 10 000 people over the weekend to beautiful
Warrandyte. Stand-out must-sees of the weekend include the Warrandyte Film Feast; the 35th Rotary
art show, which I will be officially opening on Friday night; the billy cart derby; and of course the
Yarra Street parade of local community groups and schools led by this year’s monarchs and local
identities Julie Quinton, OAM, and Cameron Donald.
Lastly, I would like to put on the record my thanks to the local CFA volunteers from Warrandyte CFA,
who formed a strike team to help during the recent Bunyip State Park bushfire. These selfless acts of
service are part of why community volunteer organisations such as the CFA are so important and so
vital to all of our communities.
VICTORIAN HONOUR ROLL OF WOMEN
Mr KENNEDY (Hawthorn) (18:12): I am pleased to advise the house that three of the 21 inductees
to the Victorian Honour Roll of Women in 2019 are from the go-ahead Hawthorn electorate. Ms Judy
Dalton showed courage in 1970 when she broke away from the tennis tour as one of the original nine
to lead the fight in gender equality in women’s tennis. Since leaving professional tennis, Judy’s
leadership of the Fed Cup Foundation has assisted in more females participating in tennis and proves
her ongoing commitment to greater gender diversity in professional sport.
Ms Coral Ross is one of the longest serving Victorian local councillors, which shows that the people
of Gardiner ward clearly believe in her abilities and dedication to her local community. This is also
reflected amongst Coral’s fellow councillors, who have elected her mayor of Boroondara on three
occasions. Coral’s service has extended further, in membership of various local government
associations, serving as president of the Australian Local Government Women’s Association for two
years and as deputy chair of the Australian Gender Equality Council.
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Professor Doreen Thomas was promoted in 2006 as the first female professor of engineering at the
University of Melbourne, an important step in increasing female representation in an industry lacking
in female role models and mentors. This has extended to various heads of departments, and her
excellent leadership is clear.
FOREST HILL COLLEGE
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (18:14): Last Friday I was very pleased to attend Forest Hill College as
part of the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence. The entire school community joined
together on the school oval and were assembled to spell out the words ‘Stand Up’. The school drone
was then launched, and this resulted in a spectacular photograph showing the school community not
only standing up together but also spelling out these words. I congratulate school principal David
Rogers and the whole school community on this great initiative.
UNITED MUSLIM MIGRANTS ASSOCIATION CENTRE
Mr ANGUS: Last Sunday, as part of the annual Victorian Mosque Open Day, I was pleased to join
the member for Malvern to visit the United Muslim Migrants Association Centre mosque in East
Doncaster. It was a very interesting and informative time. I thank Fawad and Zain for showing us
around and answering our numerous questions. I also thank the other members of the mosque for their
hospitality.
ORCHARD GROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr ANGUS: It was a great pleasure last week to attend Orchard Grove Primary School to speak
to the year 6 students about state Parliament and my role as a local MP. The students were very
attentive and asked a range of very good questions. I thank teacher Kym Morgan and the year 6
students for having me along, and I wish them all well with their studies of the political system and
also with their final year of primary school.
HOLI FESTIVAL OF COLOURS
Mr ANGUS: I congratulate the Australian Indian Innovations Incorporated on once again
organising the annual Holi Festival of Colours celebrations. This year was the 11th year of their
celebrations, and the exciting new initiative from AIII was, for the first time, bringing the colour and
music of these Indian celebrations to the heart of the city at the back of Federation Square. This
celebration and the annual celebration held in the south-eastern suburbs last weekend were both
excellent events, and the AIII trustees and all the other volunteers involved are to be congratulated on
all their work in organising these family-friendly events.
BURWOOD HEIGHTS UNITING CHURCH
Mr ANGUS: Last Sunday morning I was delighted to attend the Burwood Heights Uniting Church
service. During that service the great ongoing work being undertaken by Uniting East Burwood was
acknowledged and celebrated. BHUC has been supporting Uniting East Burwood for 46 years and
both organisations are to be congratulated on their outstanding work in the community.
SUNBURY COLLEGE
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (18:15): It was fantastic to join the Deputy Premier and Minister for
Education last week to officially open the brand-new $3.5 million state-of-the-art science wing at my
old school, Sunbury College. The redevelopment, designed by PMDL Architecture and built by
2Construct, provides specialist practical theory and prep rooms as well as general learning spaces,
collaborative areas and a staff workroom. The science wing will equip students with the knowledge
and skills to thrive in school and beyond. We are building the Education State.
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SUNFEST
Mr J BULL: On Saturday, like years past, I was at one of our great local events—Sunfest. I joined
Rob Mitchell, the federal member for McEwen, our terrific team of Labor volunteers and our
wonderful local community who greatly care for Sunbury and surrounds, a place we call home. There
were happy, smiling kids; the smell of delicious freshly cooked food; the sounds of rides, music and
laughter; and countless Sunfest volunteers giving up their time, energy and effort to see the community
come together in a positive and kind way.
CHRISTCHURCH MOSQUES TERRORIST ATTACK
Mr J BULL: Watching this, our community, certainly made me reflect on the tragedy that occurred
in New Zealand on Friday and the shock sent around the world. These were cowardly and criminal
acts. This government strongly condemns the act of terrorism against the Muslim community. We
stand with the Muslim community and all communities in rejecting fear, division and hate, and we
stand against the forces in society that attempt to stir up animosity and anger. Those forces try to divide
us. We instead choose love, kindness and compassion.
HORACE PETTY ESTATE
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (18:17): I rise today to call on the government to address the significant
safety concerns that are facing many public housing tenants at the Horace Petty estate. Public housing
estates are people’s homes and their community. They can and they should be great places to live, but
the ongoing underinvestment in areas such as upgrades and security have led to this deteriorating
situation.
My office is regularly receiving reports from residents, and in fact I attended a recent neighbourhood
action group meeting on the estate, which was also attended by the local police and tenants association,
where residents spoke of their concerns—issues such as vandalism, theft, drug use and dealing across
public areas and common spaces, assaults and threatening behaviour. These accounts and their severity
have been escalating. Tenants are saying that they are fearful and worried about their children. Some
have stopped leaving their units after dark. Many are too scared to report this activity because of their
fear of reprisals.
More needs to be done to support our public housing tenants and provide them with a safe and peaceful
environment to call home. I call on the government to bring together the police, the Department of
Health and Human Services, tenants groups, security providers and anyone else necessary and
coordinate an effort to ensure the safety and security of tenants on the estate.
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (18:18): It was fantastic to attend Gisborne Secondary College’s
student-led International Women’s Day carnival. The carnival included creative and engaging
activities that celebrated the achievements of women and girls and challenged the gender stereotypes
that limit girls’ dreams and opportunities. I was very impressed at how many girls and boys were
participating in the activities, and I congratulate the organisers; school captain Laura Crozier and SRC
members Amy Phillips, Blake Goodman, Brandi Beltrame, Nikya Sumner, Estelle Casey, Maddie
Calnan, Rebecca Sherrington and Jessica Beverly, with thanks also to assistant principal Sarah Rose.
Congratulations to Hepburn Shire Council on another terrific International Women’s Day event
featuring guest appearances from Vida Goldstein and Ruby Lindsay, feminist heroes from the past, as
well as the induction of a number of remarkable local women to the Heather Mutimer Honour Roll. I
want to congratulate 2019 inductees Margaret Lockwood, Donna Cooper, Caelli Greenbank and
Kathleen Morrison and acknowledge Roz Moynihan, whose posthumous award was accepted by her
husband Danny and Moynihan family members. The honour roll ensures that the stories of these
women and their achievements have a prominent place in the shire’s history.
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CASSANDRA HOCKING AND BRIDGET FALLON
Ms THOMAS: Congratulations to Cassandra Hocking and Bridget Fallon, graduates of Sacred
Heart Kyneton, for being among the first students selected to join the Murray-Darling rural medical
training program. All the best, Cassandra and Bridget. We need more young women just like the two
of you to join our rural medical workforce.
ST PATRICK’S DAY FIRES
Ms KEALY (Lowan) (18:20): Last Sunday marked one year since the St Patrick’s Day fires which
devastated south-west Victoria. The Lowan community of Gazette was hard hit in the physical loss of
assets, including homes, stock, fence lines, pasture and hay, but also emotionally and mentally.
Looking back there is no doubt the immense effort of CFA volunteers, with the incredible support of
local landholders and others, including Matt and David from Trotters Coaches, achieved the amazing
result of no lives lost. Thank you so much for your bravery and commitment to your community.
In the 12 months since these fires we have seen terrific contributions to support the Gazette
community. Whether it be donations of food, fodder or house loads of furniture, offering an ear or
shoulder to cry on or the welcome sight of a smile and offer of a helping hand or just a distraction, I
thank everyone who has generously supported Gazette in their recovery. And while the grounds
around the Gazette CFA shed are now green instead of black, we know that for some the recovery
continues. We are with you today as we have been since the fires, and will continue to offer our support
into the future.
HAMILTON AIRBASE
Ms KEALY: I urge the Andrews Labor government to finally fund the second stage of the Hamilton
CFA-EMV airbase, a key wish from the Gazette CFA brigade at the time of the St Patrick’s Day fires
and which still remains their greatest priority for our region. The Hamilton CFA-EMV airbase is the
only CFA-operated air base in Victoria, with over 40 volunteers and an aerodrome which is recognised
as the primary aerial fire support facility across all of western Victoria. This project will provide a safe
workplace for CFA volunteers and enable quicker filling of aerial fire support. It will save lives and
save property. I urge Labor to immediately fund this project.
CHARLOTTE NATION AND AUSTIN RALSTON
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (18:21): My utmost admiration goes out to two very courageous and
caring students at Rowellyn Park Primary School. Last week year 6 student Charlotte Nation and year 5
student Austin Ralston shaved off their hair as part of the World’s Greatest Shave, raising funds to
support people and families living with blood cancer. The shave happened in front of an absolutely
packed school hall, with students, teachers and families madly cheering on Charlotte and Austin in their
efforts to raise money for the Leukaemia Foundation, and raise money they did—between them, about
$5000. Charlotte is donating her hair to be made into a wig for a young person with blood cancer, and
Austin recently and suddenly lost his nan to a blood-related cancer, so it was an emotional day for him,
with family by his side. It is really inspiring to see young people like Charlotte and Austin with such
empathy, compassion and awareness of the things around them and the motivation to do something for
others. And it was great to see them supported so well by their school, Rowellyn Park Primary School.
SCHOOL STRIKE 4 CLIMATE
Ms KILKENNY: Talking about inspiring, my son, Rafferty, and I joined thousands of students last
Friday at the School Strike 4 Climate. The atmosphere was electric. These young people were absolutely
united. They know the science behind climate change, they are seeing the climate crisis unfold and they
know it will be their generation that will have to live with the consequences if we do not act. These young
people may not have a vote but they have a voice, and last Friday in Melbourne and around the world
they sure did use it. I completely and unequivocally support their right—their obligation—to strike. This
was democracy in action, and I think that is one of life’s most important lessons.
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DUDLEY MARROWS
Ms CUPPER (Mildura) (18:23): Last week Mildura lost a local hero in Dudley Marrows, who
passed away on Monday, 11 March, aged 101 years. Dudley Marrows will be remembered for his
years of service to the community and the nation, having been awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross
for his work during World War II, where he was a Sunderland pilot, defending Europe against the
horrors of Hitler’s Nazi regime. On 30 July 1943 Dudley commanded his Sunderland crew to sink a
German U-boat in the Bay of Biscay, but, like the true gentleman he was, he saved the lives of the
German crew by returning to drop a dinghy for their use, an act which he was reprimanded for at the
time by the RAF. Forty years later Dudley was united with the captain of the German U-boat which
his Sunderland squad had sunk, a man by the name of Wolf Stiebler. Amazingly, Dudley and Wolf
became friends, their families visiting one another in Sunraysia and also in Germany. The story serves
to remind us not only of the strength of humanity but the generous gift of life that Dudley gave to Wolf
Stiebler on that day in 1943. Like many returned servicemen, Dudley was brought to the Mildura
region by the soldier-settler land on offer, and he will be remembered fondly by all in his community.
BAYSWATER ELECTORATE ENVIRONMENT INITIATIVES
Mr TAYLOR (Bayswater) (18:24): Today I want to speak about the importance of our
environment, and in particular that of my local community. In a recent community survey that I sent
out to the Bayswater electorate, the environment was signalled as one of the most important issues to
our local community. I was not at all surprised. My community is one which values its environment,
its wide, open spaces and beautiful native vegetation at every turn, and its waterways. I am proud of
the work this government has done in this space in my community. Locals would have noticed the
Enhancing our Dandenong Creek project, which has run for a number of years now and has seen the
reintroduction of threatened fish along the Dandenong Creek in Wantirna and the daylighting of the
creek from Bayswater through to Heathmont, which has brought our natural waterways back to the
community in all their beauty.
It was also great to recently have Shireen Morris, Labor’s candidate for the federal seat of Deakin,
come out to discuss the Reimagining Tarralla Creek project, along with the federal shadow Minister
for Environment and Water, Tony Burke, to push for this state government-backed project to get
further funding from a federal Labor government under their proposed urban rivers commitment.
Tarralla Creek is in some serious need of love, so I would ask all those in my community to get behind
this wonderful project by signing the online petition and getting this project funded.
I thank Labor’s candidate, Shireen Morris, for her fierce advocacy work and for organising an
environmental round table with a number of community stakeholders, where we spoke about a number
of issues affecting the local area. Those discussions and numerous pieces of feedback from locals have
reaffirmed my commitment to work with the community on ensuring we look after our biggest asset—
the environment. And it has reaffirmed why I believe that Labor is truly the party of the environment.
That is exactly why we have banned fracking and are putting solar panels on roofs, investing in
renewable energies, holding power companies to account and improving our waterways.
KANGAROO PET FOOD TRIAL
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) (18:26): Allow me to place on the record and be very clear that
kangaroos, as the state continues to dry out, are certainly in plague conditions in the Benambra district.
Certainly this place needs to know and understand what we are seeing in rural Victoria. To understand
the constant hazard posed by the kangaroo population, you simply have to ask the panelbeaters how
business is going currently. The kangaroos are currently moving into populated areas and certainly
they are grazing around the schools, parks, streets—in particular around populated areas—in search
simply for food and water. As the state continues to dry out, they are moving into those areas and
somebody is going to get hurt. So, excusing the pun, I am blown away by any suggestion that the
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kangaroo pet food trial should be under any threat. That is my assessment of this government’s recent
drip-feeding and baiting of some media outlets.
We have seen the usual suspects swallow up a story that warned about the danger of the trials—that
is, the threat to kangaroos in the wild, yet the numbers make absolutely no sense. More than 1 million
kangaroos have been killed in the trial since 2014. Really? I mean, I have shot a few myself but it is
not a big competition. The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning in 2017 said that
there were only 1.5 million kangaroos in the entire state of Victoria. Nationally we know there are
more than 50 million.
CHRISTCHURCH MOSQUES TERRORIST ATTACK
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (18:27): I rise to also acknowledge the tragic loss of life in
Christchurch, New Zealand, at the hands of a terrorist. The heinous and unspeakable violence is hard
to comprehend and understand. We mourn and grieve those 50 lives tragically taken away and the
many that will bear the physical and emotional scars for the rest of their lives. But through such sorrow
and heartache, through such horrific, cowardly violence, we have seen the very best of humanity from
communities in Christchurch, across New Zealand, here in Victoria and throughout Australia.
This sign of hope shines brightly through what seems to be endless darkness and pain—acts of
incredible courage on the day and bravery in protecting others that resulted in the loss of life; people
standing with our Muslim communities in Australia and New Zealand; examples of love, care,
compassion and hope. As the Prime Minister of New Zealand, Jacinda Ardern, said, ‘They are us’.
While we will never overcome the grief and tragedy of those lost, we must honour their memory and
legacy by choosing love and embracing what makes our community so great—a multicultural,
welcoming and embracing community where faiths and cultures are celebrated, respected and
honoured. Our connection as a nation with New Zealand runs deep, as our closest friend and ally in
the world, and nothing—no act so unspeakable, no tragedy—will ever divide us. We are together with
our friends and people in New Zealand, and we offer our sincerest condolences as Victorians.
JACK ROZINSZKY
Mr FREGON (Mount Waverley) (18:29): I rise to extend my congratulations to an aspirational
local business, the Melbourne Taekwondo Centre (MTC), and its legendary owner, Grand Master Jack
Rozinszky, and congratulate Mr Rozinszky on receiving his 9th dan black belt from both Jidokwan
and Kukkiwon, the latter of which he earned last year at the age of 79, if you do not mind!
Mr Rozinszky was born in Hungary in 1940 and in 1958 migrated to Australia. He had a long interest
in wrestling and gymnastics, and upon arriving he sought out places to learn martial arts such as judo
and jujitsu, but there were limited opportunities. Jack was one of the early visitors to Korea to be
trained in and learn the art of taekwondo from its instructors in its birthplace. This led to him forming
friendships and lifelong relationships with many senior instructors of taekwondo today.
Mr Rozinszky started the Melbourne Taekwondo Centre in 1963 and moved the club to the district
we now know as Mount Waverley in 1979. The club is a family business success story. It is now
managed by Mr Rozinszky and his son Andrew Rozinszky. In 2017 the club was awarded the topranked club by Kukkiwon Dojang. Now with many branches in Melbourne, MTC has produced
multiple Olympic athletes and Australia’s first-ever world taekwondo champion, Carmen Marton.
With three generations of Rozinszky black belts, dedicated instructors and numerous members, I have
no doubt this club will remain a successful story. I congratulate the Rozinszky family on their club
and wish them well.
CHRISTCHURCH MOSQUES TERRORIST ATTACK
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (18:30): I rise to remember the lives taken on Friday in Christchurch,
New Zealand. We have been stunned by the terror inflicted on a peaceful community. We mourn the
loss of 50 loved ones, including a young boy no older than three, Mucad Ibrahim—a little boy at
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Friday prayers with his big brother and father. My community feels this loss deeply; Mucad was a
little boy of Somali heritage, like their own sons, brothers, cousins and friends. The bigotry and hatred
that killed Mucad must not be tolerated. It must not be excused and it must not be ignored. My
community says enough. We say enough to the discrimination and racism Muslim Australians
experience on a regular basis. We say enough to the bigotry and hatred unleashed on women and men
because of the colour of their skin and the god that they worship. We say enough to the hateful words,
printed and broadcast, designed to hurt and divide us.
Throughout our city and the state Muslim Australians are seeking leadership and reassurance from
their government, their Parliament, their neighbours and their friends. To Muslim Australians I say
that your presence in our community enriches us all. Your decision to choose our city, our state and
our nation makes us richer and stronger and better. Before you made our shores your home, we were
a good nation, but we are now a great nation because you are here. Thank you for coming. Thank you
for sharing. Never leave us.
CHRISTCHURCH MOSQUES TERRORIST ATTACK
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (18:32): As we reflect on the tragedy in New Zealand, I would like to
express my many thanks to our hosts, Imam Alaa El Zokm and his wife, Rheme, at the Elsedeaq
Heidelberg Mosque in Heidelberg Heights on Sunday. In suburbs and towns across our state people
came together to share the message of peace. I was pleased to join the federal member for Jagajaga,
the Honourable Jenny Macklin, MP, and her nominated successor in our area, Kate Thwaites, my
colleague the member for Eltham and Banyule city councillors on the open day. There were many
leaders present but, as I said in my remarks on the day, everyone present was a leader in our
community, everyone present was showing leadership. By breaking bread at the mosque and giving
thanks for solidarity, peace and harmony, we were coming together to show not only great respect but
also our resilience as a local community. The Elsedeaq mosque has always had its doors open to the
local community, and this particular open day had particularly great significance.
I would also like to reflect on comments by Hugh Mackay in his book The Good Life when he said:
At every point in the life cycle, we are vulnerable to the impact of unexpected events that tear off our mask,
shake us out of our complacency and propel us into some serious thinking about what matters. People who
have lived through life-changing events can often be heard to say, Why did it take a crisis to bring us to our
senses? We always knew what was important, but we didn’t act as if we knew.

BALLARAT NEIGHBOURHOOD CENTRE
Ms SETTLE (Buninyong) (18:34): I stand to acknowledge the good works of the Ballarat
Neighbourhood Centre in Sebastopol. In the past week I have had cause to visit the centre on two
occasions. The first was to celebrate International Women’s Day. They do great work there, with
courses for women in need and people new to Ballarat. The second occasion was last Friday when I
visited for their celebration of Harmony Week. It was a poignant moment to stand together with so
many different cultures in Ballarat on what was to be a terrible day.
ME AND MY DAD PLAYGROUP, SEBASTOPOL
Ms SETTLE: Earlier in the week I visited another Sebastopol community group, the fantastic Me
and My Dad Playgroup. This is a playgroup that serves the needs of men, many men who want to
spend time with their children and also time with other men. It is a great organisation.
CLARENDON COMMUNITY HUB
Ms SETTLE: On Saturday I had the great pleasure of attending the opening of the community hub
in Clarendon. This community hub was built and put together by all the volunteers after the dreadful
Scotsburn fires. It was wonderful again to see so much of the community come together.
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BALLAN AUTUMN FESTIVAL
Ms SETTLE: I also want to congratulate the organisers of another fantastic Ballan Autumn
Festival, which I was pleased to attend on Sunday dressed as Harry Potter. Every year this festival gets
better and better.
MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITIES
Mr BRAYNE (Nepean) (18:35): My first experience of people of Islamic faith was when I went
to Indonesia in high school as an exchange student. Just prior to my leaving my friends were concerned
about my safety, citing terrorism, and a lot of Muslims they warned. I was going to be living with a
Muslim family in the world’s largest Muslim majority democracy. Even the Smartraveller website
had warned travellers to exercise a high degree of caution. I started to worry a little bit about going
there.
When I arrived it turned out all those fears were just ill-informed. The moment I met my Indonesian
host family I could not have been put more at ease. My host parents were beautiful people. My host
brother, Wawan, was full of energy and probably one of the most unintentionally hilarious people I
have met. My younger brother, Riski, was an absolute pain in the neck, and Shafa, their three-yearold sister, had the most gorgeous smile. This was a normal family, a caring family, and they cared
about me and they cared about my country. Here was a family who only wanted to provide for me
while I was there. No ask was too much, no dinner request too outlandish, no question too offensive.
They wanted me to leave happy about my time in Indonesia, educated about their faith and hopeful
that I would return.
This false concept of other and that people of Islamic faith represent other is just that: false. As
parliamentarians we owe the public a constant vigilance against false misinformation about our
communities. When we breed misinformation, resentment and doubt it results in real consequences.
But when we immerse ourselves in difference, the product is an aware, less ignorant and ultimately
more peaceful country. This is why Australia should send Senator Fraser Anning to Indonesia, where
hopefully he might learn some compassion, some empathy and maybe, just maybe, come back less
ignorant. Indeed all of us should make regular efforts to get out into our different communities to
refresh ourselves about how great humanity is, no matter the faith or background.
NOURISH, ST KILDA
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (18:37): It was a pleasure to visit Nourish last night with the
candidate for Macnamara, Kate Ashmor. Nourish does a great food program for the homeless. It feeds
a number of homeless in Alma Park on a Monday night and then runs a program on Wednesdays as
well. A big shout-out to Ellen Frajman and the team from Temple Beth Israel who do a fantastic job
supporting the homeless and providing valuable food programs.
CAULFIELD SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr SOUTHWICK: It was a pleasure also to visit Caulfield South Primary School and meet with
Jarrod Stunin, who invited me to the school and offered me a T-shirt that says ‘People’s actions affect
others’. This is a program that the school has been running, and nothing is more important than that
type of sentiment at the moment with what we have just experienced in Christchurch. I take my hat
off to Jarrod and all the people at Caulfield South, all those kids, on the wonderful initiative of
programs that give back to the community that they are offering.
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Bills
ESSENTIAL SERVICES COMMISSION AMENDMENT (GOVERNANCE,
PROCEDURAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE IMPROVEMENTS) BILL 2019
Second reading
Debate resumed on motion of Mr SCOTT:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (18:38): I am pleased to rise this evening to speak on the Essential
Services Commission Amendment (Governance, Procedural and Administrative Improvements) Bill
2019 and to lead the opposition contribution to that debate in my role as the shadow Assistant
Treasurer.
This bill has quite a history. It was quite a long time coming to this place. I will be going through the
various aspects of the bill as well as the history that has brought it to this place. During the course of
my contribution I will also be looking at the Essential Services Commission (ESC) and the important
role that they play in our community as well as looking directly at the review that caused the report to
come forward which gave rise to these amendments that we have before the house tonight. I want to
start off by looking at the purposes of the bill in general terms, and they are under clause 1:
The main purposes of this Act are—
(a)

to amend the Essential Services Commission Act 2001—

And it does that in five ways:
(i)

to repeal provisions for appeal panels to hear appeals in relation to requirements, decisions or
determinations of the Essential Services Commission made under the Essential Services
Commission Act 2001; and

(ii) to confer review jurisdiction on VCAT in relation to requirements, decisions or
determinations of the Essential Services Commission made under the Essential Services
Commission Act 2001; and
(iii) to make provision for the Minister to appoint a person to act as Chairperson of the Essential
Services Commission; and
(iv) to make further provision for the Essential Services Commission to report on the market
structure and performance of regulated industries; and
(v) to provide for a review of the operation of the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 by
2026 …

It goes on, under point (b), to talk about the consequential amendment to the VCAT act and then,
under point (c), the consequential amendment of a range of other acts.
In terms of our overall position, we can see that the Treasurer in his second-reading speech noted that
this bill will improve the operation of the Essential Services Commission. He also noted that it
implements the government’s response to the review of the Essential Services Commission Act 2001.
As I said, I will come back and look at that in more detail in a few minutes time.
I think it is good to set the scene and to look at and see what the Essential Services Commission
actually do. I was looking on their website in relation to their mission and their work and what they
do. It states under ‘What we do’:
We are an independent regulator that promotes the long-term interests of Victorian consumers with respect
to the price, quality and reliability of essential services. We regulate Victoria’s energy, water and transport
sectors, administer the rate-capping system for the local government sector and regulate the Victorian Energy
Upgrades (VEU) program.

There we have in just a very few sentences the role of the Essential Services Commission.

BILLS
1006

Legislative Assembly

Tuesday, 19 March 2019

I was looking further on their website, and it goes on to talk about how they regulate the electricity
and gas industries. That is an example of part of the work that the Essential Services Commission do,
and it says they regulate through a combination of legislation, licences and codes and guidelines. It
talks about the energy team being responsible for licensing businesses, establishing and maintaining
codes and guidelines, promoting and enforcing compliance, and reporting on the performance of
energy businesses and on energy prices. It goes on to give a very important caveat that says:
We don’t set energy prices, but we do set the minimum feed-in tariff …

It goes on and talks about other things that it does and does not do. It goes on to talk about regulating
certain Victorian businesses and a range of other things. And that is just an example in relation to the
work of the ESC regarding the electricity and gas industries. As I said, there are whole lot of other
industries and work that the commission is involved in.
In terms of the summary position and the overall background in relation to this particular bill, as I said,
it has had an interesting lead-up. We have the Essential Services Commission Act 2001. Pursuant to
that act is the requirement for a regular review to take place. That is indeed what has given rise to the
amendments before the house today. The review of the ESC act was conducted late in 2016, and that
was pursuant to the legislative requirement that that review take place by 31 December 2016. So that
document, which I will come to in a few moments, resulted in 10 recommendations. The government’s
response to this review was tabled on 7 March 2017. I will go into some more detail in relation to the
government’s reply and the content of what they had to say at that time.
The bill that we have before the house implements four recommendations that came from the review.
I note too, in passing, that the equivalent bill in the previous Parliament was second read in the previous
Parliament on 27 August 2018, and that was almost two years after the review. It is certainly something
that the government have not been busting themselves on. I suppose if you look at the content of the
bill, it might become apparent as to why.
It was then debated on 18 September 2018, which was the third-last sitting day of the 58th Parliament.
It was passed by the Assembly in the 58th Parliament under the guillotine on 20 September, which
was in fact the last sitting day of the 58th Parliament, and of course it never made it to the other house
and it lapsed at the end of the Parliament. That is why we have it back before us today. It is in many
ways a relatively simple bill, but it is still a very important bill.
Let me turn to the review of the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 that was conducted and
finalised in December 2016. This is a document that ended up as a report to the Minister for Finance. I
will turn straight to page 55, which is the terms of reference as noted under appendix A. Headed
‘Review of the Essential Services Commission Act 2001’ and subheaded ‘Scope of the Review’, it says:
As stated in Section 66 of the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 (the Act), the purpose of the review is
to determine:
whether the objectives of the Act and the Essential Services Commission (ESC) are being achieved, and
are still appropriate; and
whether the Act is effective or needs to be amended so as to further facilitate the objectives or to insert
new objectives.

It goes on:
In undertaking the review, consideration should also be given to the following matters.
1.

the range of regulatory issues, regulated sectors and advisory issues that fall under the auspices of the
ESC;

2.

regulatory reform and the reduction of red tape;

3.

appointments of Commissioners and panellists; and

4.

arrangements for appeals against decisions made by the Commission.

It goes on further in that particular appendix and talks about the review process, saying:
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The review will be conducted by a small team from the Department of Treasury and Finance, and may draw
upon the resources of the ESC for technical information.
The review will liaise with relevant Victorian Government departments and agencies.
The review should identify the nature of any amendments that would need to be made to the ESC Act to give
effect to the review’s recommendations.
The team shall submit the final report to the Minister responsible for the administration of the Act no later
than 31 December 2016.

That was clearly what was followed and what happened.
Appendix B of the report at page 57 talks about the stakeholders that were consulted, and I think this
is an interesting aspect of the report as tabled. It talks about the government departments and agencies.
There are seven groups incorporating 11 people. Under ‘Regulated business/industries’ there are four
groups, and under ‘Consumer organisations’ there are also four groups listed. The people and the
consultation approach that took place interestingly are also included in that particular appendix.
But I suppose as I went back through this and had a look at it I thought it was interesting that there was
no public input. Whether that was an oversight or whether it was a decision made by the government,
the reviewer or the ESC itself in relation to not seeking any external input from the public, I am not
sure. Some would say that is not needed because we have got those other stakeholders providing
comprehensive input and got their angles on it. You could mount that argument, but I think it might be
something that should be considered in the future—that perhaps it is worth seeking some input from
the broader public, given that so many of the consequences of the decisions made by the ESC in relation
to the findings and so on flow down through the system, if you like, to the individuals in the state of
Victoria. It was interesting to go back through that to see what took place there.
If we then turn to page 9 of the document, it outlines the recommendations, and this is where I want
to spend a fair bit of my contribution. It lists the 10 recommendations that cover various aspects.
Essentially, four have been picked up in this bill, and I will come back—
Mr Dimopoulos interjected.
Mr ANGUS: We are getting questions from the other side, Acting Speaker.
Mr Pearson interjected.
Mr ANGUS: I am sure you will be enthralled. You have drawn the short straw of having to stay in
here, have you, member for Essendon? You need to talk to your whip about that; it is not my problem.
It is a very important bill that is before the chamber.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Edbrooke): Through the Chair, please. I am very interested.
Mr ANGUS: Sorry, Acting Speaker. I need to continue to go through you. My apologies.
Mr Southwick: You might need an extension of time.
Mr ANGUS: Yes, I may need an extension of time. You just never know, because sometimes it is
these little bills that have a sting in the tail.
Mr Southwick: It is the detail.
Mr ANGUS: It is the detail, that is right. You have got to be across the detail, says the member for
Caulfield, and that is exactly right. Thank you very much.
There are 10 recommendations, as I was saying until I was so rudely interrupted. Four of those are
picked up in the bill, and I will come back to them shortly. There are a number of recommendations
that are outstanding, and you could easily ask the question as to why that would be the case and why
the government did not just bite the bullet and deal with all these matters at once, but I guess it is up
to the government to determine that and to determine its appetite for those changes. But I would have
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thought that there was some scope for some additional work on some of those other recommendations.
I should say, too, that not all the recommendations need legislative amendment. Some of them can be
dealt with in other ways and do not need legislative change.
So let me concentrate on recommendation 2 in relation to appeals. That talks about amending the ESC
act to cease the ESC appeal panel and confer the jurisdiction to hear appeals to VCAT. The document
states that the changes are supported by:
•

a communication strategy to provide sufficient clarity to stakeholders regarding their access to the
appeals mechanisms available to them, the avenue for accessing these mechanisms, and the processes
to be followed; and

•

funding VCAT to hear appeals regarding the Essential Services Commission.

It also gives other considerations that should be looked at pursuant to that recommendation and any
unintended consequences and various other things. That is what clauses 1(a)(i) and (ii) of the bill pick
up. They transfer that appeal provision from the ESC appeals panel across to VCAT.
It is interesting to note that in terms of the numbers of appeals, they are very low. In the bill briefing—
and I thank the minister for providing a very comprehensive bill briefing—we were told there are very,
very few appeals pursuant to this piece of legislation. I think there has been one in the last 18 months;
I have not got that number in front of me, but I think it was something like that. So it is not like there
are a whole lot, and there is indeed a transition provision, which I will get to later on in my contribution,
in relation to how any pending matters will be dealt with. So that is recommendation 2.
Recommendation 3 deals with the deputy chairperson. It recommends the amendment of the Essential
Services Commission act to appoint a deputy chairperson who will act in the office of the chairperson:
•

during a vacancy in that office; or

•

during periods when the Chairperson is absent from duty or unable to perform the functions of that
office.

It says that:
... advice should be sought on whether the employment restriction that applies to the Chairperson would also
be binding on the Deputy Chairperson.

That again is picked up in the bill that is before the house at the moment.
Recommendation 4 talks about some consultation, and that does not need any legislative change.
Recommendation 5 talks about public reporting to:
Amend the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 to incorporate the Essential Services Commission’s role
in public reporting on the market structure and performance of regulated industries.

That aspect has been picked up in clause 1(a)(iv). Recommendation 6 talks about the tabling of inquiry
reports, and that particular recommendation is outstanding, as is recommendation 7, ‘Codes of
Practice’.
Recommendation 8, ‘Improved drafting of the Act’, talks about addressing minor inconsistencies and
errors in the act and modernising the drafting where appropriate, and I think that has largely been dealt
with. Recommendation 9 deals with the transitional provisions, and that has been dealt with as well.
Recommendation 10, ‘Future review of the Act’ is to:
Amend the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 to schedule a review of the Act to be completed by
31 December 2026.

So that is 10 years hence from the review we are looking at now. There are a number of those
recommendations that have been picked up and some that are still pending.
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The report itself talks about a whole lot of things in relation to previous reports and the work that has
been done regarding those. Obviously it goes into the details in relation to the recommendations and
how they were formulated and so on. So if anybody is looking for something to read—perhaps the
member for Essendon is a bit short on some reading; he might want to pull out this report from the
library and have a look at it—that is, the December 2016 report. I am sure it will be of great interest
to him and other members as well.
Then we turn to the response by the government to the report I have just been citing. That response—
Victorian Government Response to the Review of the Essential Services Commission Act 2001—was
tabled in this place on 7 March 2017. Again, we can see that it tells us very clearly that the government
has been in no hurry to deal with this matter. It has been coming on for over two years now, but even
when it came into the last Parliament on 22 August, it was still more than a year between the report
and the bill coming in. That tells us very clearly that there is no real urgency from the government’s
perspective. That is part of their response in relation to the recommendations.
In relation to the recommendations in the document that was tabled in March 2017 we see that the
recommendations are noted and the responses are provided by the government. If I might just run
through those in the last couple of minutes before we adjourn.
Recommendation 1 talks about the role of the commission, and the response by the government in
relation to that is to support it in principle. It did not exactly grasp it with both hands but said it would
support it in principle, and that is what I alluded to a moment ago when I was going through those
recommendations in the substantive document. Recommendation 2 is about the appeals panel. Again,
that is one of the matters that has been included in this bill. The government’s response to this report
is to support that, and that is what has actually happened. Recommendation 3 talks about amending
the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 to appoint a deputy chairperson, and I ran through that a
moment ago in terms of the recommendation. The government’s response in relation to that was also
to support it. I note that the government’s response says:
The Government is committed to reducing unnecessary administrative burden and supports the establishment
of a Deputy Chairperson. This would ensure stability of the Commission’s operations and decision making,
reduce red tape and improve clarity.

That is one of the components that is definitely included in the bill that we have before us tonight.
We then look at recommendation 4:
Request the Essential Services Commission to publish a proposed timetable and process, by 30 June 2017,
for the review of its Charter of Consultation and Regulatory Practice.

The response of the government to that recommendation was to support it. It says that it supports the
publishing of a proposed timetable and process. My understanding is that that particular
recommendation is being fulfilled by publishing those documents on the website of the ESC.
Recommendation 5 talks about expanding the role there. The government’s response to that is to
support it. Again, as I mentioned, that is specifically covered under clause 1(a)(iv) of the bill itself.
Recommendation 6 is about the timing. Again the government’s response was to support that, and that
is what will be happening.
Recommendation 7 is about looking at removing any unintended limitations to the making of the
codes of practice. The government said in their response that they would support that. But it is
interesting to note, as I mentioned just a moment ago, that that particular matter appears to be
outstanding, so it will be interesting to see from our point of view whether the government does
anything with that perhaps at some future stage, although I am not quite sure why it would not be
included in this.
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Recommendation 8 amends the Essential Services Commission Act 2001 to address the minor
inconsistencies. As I said before, the government has supported that and acknowledged in its response
here the importance of legislative consistency and coherence and supporting the correction of minor
inconsistencies and errors.
We then turn to recommendation 9, which is to repeal part 8.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
Adjournment
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

EAST GRAMPIANS WATER SUPPLY
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (19:00): (354) My adjournment matter tonight is for the Minister for Water.
The action I seek is that she confirms that a valid application has been made in the capital component
round of the National Water Infrastructure Development Fund for the East Grampians water supply
project, which is in my electorate. I have a series of correspondence between the minister and the federal
member for Wannon, Dan Tehan. The member for Wannon wrote to the minister on 18 January this year
saying that the expressions of interest have opened for the National Water Infrastructure Development
Fund, which is a $500 million fund. I also have a letter from the minister to Dan Tehan, dated 20 February
this year, noting that the government has made applications to the drought round of this fund and the East
Grampians water supply project is part of that drought fund application.
I then have a final letter from Dan Tehan to the minister, dated 4 March 2019, welcoming that the
Victorian government has applied to the drought fund but noting that the National Water Infrastructure
Development Fund drought round might have different requirements to the National Water Infrastructure
Development Fund capital component round and that the government has not made an application as yet
to that fund. It would be absolutely catastrophic to my electorate’s water supply program if this fund was
not able to be accessed because the government had not made the right application.
To be frank, we have been here before on this. The government said they applied when they did not
apply, and then there was no application round to apply to. Now there is an application round to apply
to, but the member for Wannon has written to the minister saying that the government has applied to
the wrong fund. It is absolutely crucial that the government applies to the right fund, and so therefore
the action I seek is that the minister confirms to me before 1 April, when applications close, that the
government has in fact submitted a valid application that the commonwealth accepts for this project,
which is the East Grampians water supply project in Ripon.
GROWING SUBURBS FUND
Mr J BULL (Sunbury) (19:03): (355) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Local
Government. The action I seek is for the minister to visit my electorate to see firsthand the wonderful
work completed and underway from the Andrews Labor government’s Growing Suburbs Fund. This
fund has been very important to the Sunbury electorate. This is an electorate of course which is growing
and which is requiring considerable investments in infrastructure each and every year. There are
considerable benefits in fast-tracking local projects in growing areas. That is why this government is
proud of our record of delivery and proud of getting things done and delivering for all Victorians.
I am thrilled that since we came to government in November 2014 we have been able to deliver funds
to some great local projects. There is the Sunbury global learning centre, which is due to open later on
this year.
Mr Richardson interjected.
Mr J BULL: It is a terrific project, member for Mordialloc.
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The Boardman Reserve upgrade is another terrific local project. The Sunbury Lawn Tennis Club and
the laneways restoration down O’Shannassy and Evans Street are outstanding projects. These are all
possible because this fund strikes a great local partnership with Hume City Council and is only possible
because of tireless advocacy from the local community. The Andrews Labor government invests in
and develops our growing communities, providing local jobs, new facilities and new opportunities,
and the Growing Suburbs Fund is vital to all of these streams. It is terrific for our local community,
and I look forward to the minister’s visit.
ENERGY SUPPLY
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (19:05): (356) My adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change, and the action I seek is that the minister undertake a review
of the state’s distribution code to increase compensation for residents and businesses that are affected
by unplanned power outages. I did note the minister’s remarks in question time today when she said
that it is only her government that is holding distribution businesses to account, and I also note her
previous remarks in this place when she has stated that she is willing to meet with businesses
anywhere, anytime, who are facing pressure as a result of increasing energy costs. Unfortunately
neither of the minister’s statements so far has proven to be true.
As I raised in the house last week, I have asked the minister to meet with business owners such as
Michelle Wilkinson from Fresh Fields Mushrooms in Avenel. Michelle lost more than $100 000 in an
unplanned power outage, a huge loss for a small business. But when I wrote to the minister to tell her
of Michelle’s circumstances and asked her to meet with Michelle, she refused to do so. The minister
has also given me no certainty around the government’s intentions. I understand there is a review of
the distribution code at the moment, but she has given me no indication as to whether compensation
will be looked at as part of that review.
Last week I met with Sam from Nagambie Butchery and Deli. Sam was also impacted by that same
24-hour power outage that we had on 23 January across Nagambie and Avenel. He and his partner,
Kim, opened their business a year ago. Unfortunately this month they will be closing their business
because, as a consequence of that power outage, Sam lost $50 000 worth of stock, which was a
crushing and final blow for their business. He has been forced to sell his business for a quarter of the
money that he invested in it. Despite those devastating losses he has been offered just $120 in
compensation from SP AusNet. And there are others facing similar circumstances. One of the key
issues people have is that they were told the power was going to come back on early in the morning
and it did not come back on until 5 o’clock the following afternoon. Nobody could take preventative
action and now they have been hung out to dry, and the minister will not only not engage with them
but she is giving no certainty that she is hearing their concerns.
BOX HILL NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Mr HAMER (Box Hill) (19:08): (357) I wish to raise a matter with the Deputy Premier in his
capacity as the Minister for Education. The action I seek is that the minister visit the Box Hill North
Primary School kindergarten to view firsthand the benefits of co-locating kindergartens and primary
schools and the impact of the government’s early childhood language program.
Box Hill North Primary School has operated a kindergarten within its grounds for 22 years—the Box
Hill North Primary School kindergarten. It is a part of a fully integrated K–6 education program. Being
co-located not only makes pick-up and drop-off times more convenient for families but it provides
greater support for children transitioning from kinder to school. As a parent with young children, I
know how hard this juggle can be and what a difference it makes for young children starting primary
school to have greater familiarity with their new environment. From speaking to parents at Box Hill
North Primary School, I know that this has been a big factor for many in their decision to send their
children to this fantastic local school.
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The Box Hill North Primary School kindergarten has been one of those funded for foreign language
classes under the government’s early childhood language program. Students at the primary school
already learn Japanese, so it has been an easy transition for the school to bring this teaching into the
kinder classrooms. Learning languages at a young age is shown to have benefits such as increased
reading and writing skills, cognitive flexibility, strengthened brain development and improved
problem-solving skills. The first Japanese kinder classes started on 15 March, and I look forward to
saying konnichiwa to the kinder 4 students in the near future.
When children participate in high-quality early childhood education, it lays strong foundations for their
learning and social and emotional development. Research shows that children who attend at least two
years of preschool are more likely to outperform their peers at age 15. That is why I congratulate the
Andrews Labor government for committing to providing every Victorian child with access to at least
5 hours of subsidised three-year-old kinder by 2022, scaling up to 15 hours per week over the next
decade. Due to the foresight of the Box Hill North Primary School community, the school already has
the facilities to accommodate the increase in kinder enrolments that will flow from this investment. This
is great news for local families and will ensure our youngest residents are given the best start in life.
STUDENT CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE SYSTEM
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (19:10): (358) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Education,
and the action I seek is for the minister to come out and meet with members of the local community
in Upper Beaconsfield who are complaining about the treatment of and the disadvantage faced by
students in Upper Beaconsfield in attending their closest school in relation to the conveyance
allowance—that was the long way around it!—that is, the conveyance allowance for students in Upper
Beaconsfield going to their local secondary school, Berwick College.
The town of Upper Beaconsfield is 8.8 kilometres from Berwick College. It is the closest government
school, with many students living even further away. This falls way out of the required 4.8-kilometre
distance for the conveyance allowance. Due to the college being located within the metropolitan
boundary, parents in Upper Beaconsfield are being forced to pay $1.70 per child in each direction, to
and from school. If parents in Upper Beaconsfield decided to send their children to Beaconhills
College in Pakenham—an independent school—or a non-government school, their children would be
eligible for the conveyance allowance. I note that Officer Secondary College, which is located in one
of the fastest growing suburbs, is also classified as regional. We just want to ask the minister—I am
sure many of the parents down there would like to ask him—why parents in Upper Beaconsfield are
being disadvantaged for enrolling their children in the closest government school.
AMBULANCE RESPONSE TIMES
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (19:11): (359) My adjournment matter this evening is to the
Minister for Ambulance Services in the other place, and the action I seek is for the minister to join me
at Chelsea ambulance station to get an update and briefing on how response times are going since the
Andrews Labor government undertook its substantial ambulance reforms. It seems now a long time
since our ambulance system was in crisis. Paramedics were under extreme pressure, response times
were slipping and lives were being put at risk. When we look now, five years on, response times in
quarterly milestones are the best they have ever been, and people are being seen, treated and delivered
to hospital more quickly than ever before. This saves lives, and this is the work that our paramedics
do each and every day.
I want to place on record my profound thanks to the Chelsea, Mordialloc and Cheltenham
sub-branches of Ambulance Victoria. These are people who are subjected to significant challenges in
their job each and every day, whether it is at people’s worst moments when their lives are on the line
or that unexpected maternity visit that does not quite go to plan with bubbies being delivered en route
to hospital. They are extraordinary people. We owe them a great debt of gratitude for the service they
provide in our state. The Chelsea crew are wonderful people.
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We have done announcements there before. I have joined the member for Carrum, the Premier and
the former Minister for Ambulance Services, now the Attorney-General, there for announcements
before. This goes with the 1000 paramedics that we have put on since we came to government, a
substantial increase in resources. This saves time, it saves lives, and it is improving our health system.
I cannot wait for the Minister for Ambulance Services to join me to hear from these dedicated and
wonderful people who are protecting and serving our great community.
SHEPPARTON RAIL LINE
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (19:13): (360) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Ports and
Freight, and the action I seek is that she update my electorate on the progress of planning works that
are underway to deliver the Shepparton rail line freight upgrade. Minister, in September last year the
state and federal governments announced $10 million of funding from the Victorian regional rail
revival package to improve the capacity and efficiency of rail freight from the Goulburn Valley. The
Victorian government committed $900 000 of that funding to undertake planning works that would
investigate rail infrastructure improvements in light of the coming higher frequency passenger services
and to determine the future demand for freight services, taking into account the significant growth in
agricultural industries in the region.
The Shepparton district is the food bowl of Victoria. We have always been a creative, industrious and
self-starting community at the forefront of global food production. It is worth noting the significance of
the annual production and why this is one of the most productive and intensely farmed areas in
Australia. The region produces close to 25 per cent of the total value of Victoria’s agricultural
production. Our irrigated landscape produces the vast majority of the nation’s fruit production per
category, including 86 per cent of Australian pears, 28 per cent of the nation’s apple harvest and 70 per
cent of the national peach crop, which you could have tasted from a box outside my office today.
The Murray dairy region is Australia’s largest milk producer. We are also a centre for transport
logistics and have one of the highest concentrations of food processing firms in rural Australia, being
the home to major companies such as Fonterra, Nestle, Unilever, Bega and of course SPC, to highlight
but a few. Our produce is sought after worldwide as a result of its clean, green reputation, and improved
freight access to port would be a tremendous boost to securing our ongoing prosperity. Minister, the
planning work to improve our freight capacity was expected to be completed by early 2019. Given we
are about to enter the second quarter of the year, I would ask for an update for my electorate on the
progress of these works.
THOMPSONS ROAD DUPLICATION
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (19:15): (361) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure, and the action I seek is for the minister to join me on a visit to inspect the recently
duplicated section of Thompsons Road in my electorate of Carrum. Minister, this was one of my first
election commitments in the 2014 election, and I am thrilled that we have recently opened all lanes in
both directions between Frankston-Dandenong Road and the Western Port Highway, as well as
upgraded and fully signalised intersections at McCormicks Road and Western Port Highway. Local
residents campaigned long and hard to see this duplication happen. Unlike the former Liberal
government who just talked about this vital upgrade, it was the Andrews Labor government that got
on and got it done.
Thompsons Road is an essential road corridor between Patterson Lakes, the Mornington Peninsula
Freeway, EastLink, Carrum Downs, Sandhurst and Cranbourne across Melbourne’s growing southeast region. This massive upgrade will reduce congestion, increase capacity and move traffic more
safely, which means residents in my electorate will get home sooner and safer. Importantly, the project
created hundreds of jobs, including for apprentices and cadets.
As for the environment, significant efforts were made to protect the amenity and natural beauty of the
local area. In particular, in order to protect as many of the mature river red gums as possible, additional
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land was reserved, which has meant that the road pavement has been able to be located away from the
existing tree line. Now the median between the two carriageways is lined with majestic river red gums,
preserving homes for local wildlife and creating a magnificent tree canopy on the westward drive.
From seeds collected in the spring of 2017, indigenous and native trees, shrubs and grasses have been
propagated to maintain the species that are common and well-suited to this area. These will be planted
along Thompsons Road as part of the landscaping and revegetation. I look forward to welcoming the
minister for a visit.
MENTONE AND CHELTENHAM RAILWAY STATIONS
Mr ROWSWELL (Sandringham) (19:17): (362) I wish to raise a matter for the attention of the
Minister for Transport Infrastructure, who I note is at the table this evening. The action I seek is a
written explanation as to why the government-appointed community reference groups for both the
Mentone and Cheltenham level crossing removal works were not convened or consulted prior to the
minister unveiling the final project designs and awarding project contracts.
The minister’s announcement last week has raised more questions for my community than it has
answered. Some of the questions my community seeks answers to include why were the Friends of
Mentone Station and Gardens not consulted about the final designs, and why have they not been
briefed on this announcement? Why were local councils not briefed on these final designs before they
were released? Will there be additional car parks built at both stations to cater for our increasing
population? Has Heritage Victoria been consulted about and agreed to these final designs for the
Mentone and Cheltenham stations, and if not, how can the government claim that they are in fact final
designs? How does the government propose to preserve the heritage features of Cheltenham station?
With reference to the government’s Suburban Rail Loop, will there be a duplication of construction
works if grade separation works now proceed at Cheltenham? And what guarantee can the government
give that their announced project time frame is accurate, and has a time frame requirement been built
into the contracts awarded?
These community reference groups were intended to provide a local perspective, particularly in
relation to project design and the minimisation of construction impacts on local communities, yet both
community reference groups have been ignored. Last week I spoke with the president of the Friends
of Mentone Station and Gardens, Dorothy Booth. For 17 years Dorothy and her volunteer team have
advocated and cared for the heritage-listed Mentone station. It is unfathomable that Dorothy and her
team of volunteers have had no input into the final designs.
Together with my community, I want these projects to proceed. In fact many residents within the
Sandringham district would like to see the level crossing removal works be expanded to include
Highett, Sandringham and Hampton stations. It is important to get major projects right, and that means
fair dinkum consultation with local community is absolutely necessary. That is why this coming Friday
morning the shadow Minister for Transport Infrastructure, David Davis, and I will be at the
Cheltenham and Mentone stations. Together we will do what the government has to this point
fundamentally failed to do—that is, give local residents a fair dinkum opportunity to have their say on
this major project that will significantly impact themselves and their local communities.
EDUCATION FUNDING
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (19:20): (363) Deputy Speaker, my request is to the Minister for
Training and Skills. The action I seek is for the minister to visit Kangan Institute’s Broadmeadows
campus with me as soon as possible. The reason is the Andrews government is investing an additional
$304 million for extra training to meet industry demand for graduates. This investment will fund
TAFEs, Learn Locals and private training organisations to deliver more than 30 000 additional
enrolments in courses our economy and my community need most. Free TAFE for priority courses is
giving more Victorians the chance to study. It has reduced the financial barrier for new students
wanting to train in courses that lead to the occupations needed most by employers. The investment of
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$172 million has made 30 priority TAFE courses and 20 preapprenticeship courses in these growth
industries free. Courses included in this initiative are currently offered at TAFE institutes across
Victoria and are tailored to the needs of local communities, industry and students. This is vital for
Broadmeadows.
RESPONSES
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East—Leader of the House, Minister for Transport Infrastructure) (19:21):
I am delighted to once again respond to the member for Carrum about yet another project in her
electorate. Can I say that the member Carrum over the past four and a bit years has been an outstanding
advocate for finding better transport solutions for people in her local community, and she has got a
proven track record of delivery as well. As the member for Carrum knows, there are 18 level crossings
being removed—they either have been removed or they are undergoing removal—along the Frankston
line, and there are more to come. As part of that we have not limited work to level crossing removals;
there is also the work on improving the local road network, which is seen in the commitment we have
made to the Thompsons Road project the honourable member has referred to. This is a big and
important road project for the local community, where there has been some growth over a number of
years. The local road network needs to be upgraded to accommodate that growth. So I would be
delighted, as always, to visit the member for Carrum in her electorate to see firsthand the
improvements these vital projects are making to her local community, in this case regarding
Thompsons Road. I would like to thank the member for raising this and for her ongoing work on behalf
of her local community.
The member for Sandringham raised a matter with me regarding the removal of level crossings at
Cheltenham and Mentone. In his request he asked for a written explanation and then listed a whole
range of issues that he has identified as needing to be, in his view, addressed. Well, I am delighted to
address many of those issues right now.
I was particularly intrigued to hear at the conclusion of the member for Sandringham’s contribution
him telling the community of Cheltenham and Mentone, ‘Not to fear! Don’t worry!’—he and the
Honourable David Davis will be there this Friday to talk about removing those level crossings. Phew,
what a relief! I am sure those communities breathed a massive sigh of relief, knowing that these are
the very people who in the four years they were in government did not bother to lift a finger to remove
the level crossings at Mentone and Cheltenham. It took a Labor government to take those level
crossing removals to the 2014 election. In the case of Cheltenham, we have gone further, removing
not one but two level crossings in that local community—going beyond what we committed to. We
are rebuilding two stations in that local community.
The member got very excited about consultation. You know what I heard in the member’s
contribution? The ongoing opposition from those opposite to our level crossing removal program. We
have undertaken an enormous amount of consultation since our announcement back in 2016. The
member for Mordialloc reminded me of this last week when we were in Mentone releasing the designs
for the new stations and the new precincts that will come about as a result of these level crossing
removals. In 2016 we stood in that same area and talked to the local community about how we wanted
to remove those level crossings. Do you know what has happened since then? There has been
community consultation. We have worked closely with the local community. We have talked to the
local community.
In particular the member mentioned Mentone. It was well understood that that was a station that has
many historic elements to it. It has the wooden structure of the station itself plus the historic gardens
that are deeply loved and cared for by that local community. That is why we listened very carefully to
the local community about how we can preserve those historic elements of the station as we get on
with removing these level crossings. Do you know what? The designs we released last week achieve
that. Not only do they achieve that but they deliver open space as well, particularly at Mentone where
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there is going to be a new decked garden area and there will be a great opportunity to create new
community open space.
In terms of the consultation, it was comprehensive. It involved information sessions, surveys and popup stands. Every trader in the local area was doorknocked. There were numerous meetings with the
local council. We did a huge amount of consultation, we have received great community feedback and
all we hear yet again is ongoing opposition to these level crossing removals. You would have thought
by now those opposite might have worked out what was going on with these projects and got on board.
Sadly for the community of Sandringham, regarding those level crossing removals at Mentone and
Cheltenham, they are going to need to rely on a Labor government to do it. They did not see it done
under those opposite, and once again it sounds like those opposite are continuing their opposition.
I hope on Friday when the honourable member is up there at the station with the scaremongering
campaign that he and the Honourable David Davis are trying to run—he is so good at trying to run
those scare campaigns; they have not seemed to succeed too much, but they like to trot them out in
local communities—that they are honest. I hope they are honest with the community that they did not
take these level crossing removals to any election, that they opposed them along the way. Now they
are continuing to delay and to try to confuse the local community. We reject the approach of the Liberal
opposition. The member for Sandringham would do well to listen to his local community and
understand there is great community support for the removal of these level crossings, and we
absolutely intend to deliver.
Another eight members raised matters for other ministers, and they will be referred to them for their
action and response.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The house now stands adjourned until tomorrow.
House adjourned 7.28 p.m.

