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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Tuesday, 5 June 2018

ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 5 June 2018
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair
at 12.03 p.m. and read the prayer.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER (12:03) — We acknowledge the
traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which we
are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture,
their elders past, present and future, and elders from
other communities who may be here today.

CONDOLENCES
David Lewis Treasure
The SPEAKER (12:03) — I wish to advise the
house of the death of David Lewis Treasure, member of
the Legislative Assembly for the electoral district of
Gippsland East from 1992 to 1999.
I ask members to rise in their places as a mark of
respect to the memory of the deceased.
Honourable members stood in their places.
The SPEAKER — I will send a message of
sympathy from the house to the relatives of the late
Mr Treasure.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Metropolitan Fire Brigade enterprise
bargaining agreement
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (12:05) — My
question is to the Premier. Premier, your government’s
Victorian equal opportunity and human rights
commissioner Kristen Hilton has said that the new
Metropolitan Fire Brigade pay deal is discriminatory
and unfair to women and parents, and she has sought
and been granted leave to put these concerns to the Fair
Work Commission. Premier, why do you continue to
support an unfair enterprise bargaining agreement
(EBA) that actively stops women from returning
part-time as operational firefighters after
maternity leave?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (12:05) — I thank the
Leader of the Opposition for his question, and I would
simply make the following point: that the certification
of all EBAs is a matter for the Fair Work Commission,
and it is the position of the government that the Fair
Work Commission ought to be able to get on and go
through the process that they undertake with every
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single enterprise bargain agreed to by this government
or others on its behalf. This is no different. There is a
process to be gone through, and it ought to be
allowed to —
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, this was
not a question about the Fair Work Commission
process or what the Fair Work Commission may
decide. It was a question about why the Premier
supports the putting forward of the EBA to the Fair
Work Commission, and I ask you to bring him back to
answering that question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order. The Premier was being responsive to the
question as it was asked.
Mr ANDREWS — It certainly is a matter for Fair
Work — it is before them right now. The government’s
position is clear, and Fair Work ought to be allowed to
get on and do their job under the legislation, under the
well-established practices. Their job is to do the
certification, and we should allow them to get on with it.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, I did not ask about process, I asked about the
Premier’s support for an EBA that his own equal
opportunity commissioner says is discriminatory. I ask
you to bring him back to answering the question. It is
not about the EBA process, it is not about the Fair
Work process; rather, it is about his support for an EBA
that his own commissioner opposes.
The SPEAKER — Order! I understand the point of
order but the Premier was complying with standing
orders and sessional orders. The Premier has concluded
his answer.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (12:07) — The
equal opportunity commissioner, Kristen Hilton, is on
record as saying the proposed EBA ‘needs to change’
because it entrenches discrimination. In the introduction
to your government’s gender equality strategy you say
that if Victoria is ‘serious about ending violence against
women, then we must begin by addressing gender
inequality’ and discrimination. Premier, why have you
walked away from your own words that equality is not
negotiable in order to support a blatantly
discriminatory EBA?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (12:08) — I thank the
Leader of the Opposition and I reject the assertion at the
end of his question. The government has done no such
thing. He would do well to acquaint himself with the
national employment standards that apply to every
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single enterprise bargain. Not one, not the other —
every single EBA that provides the opportunity for the
request for flexible working arrangements. This is
perhaps why it is not for the Leader of the Opposition
to certify the agreement; perhaps it is for Fair Work
Australia.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, again on
relevance, I did not ask about the certification of the
EBA, I asked about the Premier’s support of it and why
the Premier is supporting an EBA indeed that goes
against what his equal opportunity commissioner is
stating, to the extent that she now wants to appear
before Fair Work, and why he has walked away from
his own words that equality is not negotiable.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I understand the point of
order but again the Premier is being responsive.
Mr ANDREWS — I have done no such thing, and
the Leader of the Opposition perhaps should have a
better understanding of how industrial relations works
before he starts throwing around allegations. There are
national employment standards; there is also a Fair
Work process. It is not for the Leader of the Opposition,
with respect, to be certifying these agreements, nor is it
for me to do that. That is the job of Fair Work
Australia, and we will let them get on and do it.

Ministers statements: Prahran High School
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (12:10) — I was
delighted this morning to join the Deputy Premier and
Minister for Education to inspect progress on the new
Prahran High School — a fantastic addition to our
education —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — And what a fantastic building it
is. It is one of 70 new schools we are building. It is one
of 1200 school upgrade projects that we are funding.
It was a great opportunity to thank Kane Constructions
and to thank all the workers there doing that work and
the architects and to see progress on what is going to be
a fantastic addition to our education system in this, the
Education State. It is five storeys high, a vertical school
of course, a challenging environment, a small footprint.
But we have had to go back and put into these
inner-city communities in a number of places vertical
schools at a considerable expense to the taxpayer
because of course there was another government from a
few years ago that closed many, many schools and then
sold the land off. But no matter, we are getting on and
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delivering Prahran High School. We are delivering
South Melbourne Primary School and Richmond High
School as well.
In terms of Prahran High School, there will be
650 students there, the best of new facilities to give
every child every chance, delivered by a Labor
government that invests in schools, invests in facilities
and equipment, teachers and staff — not just the words
from those opposite, the failed former Treasurer over
there. We do not see these investments as a distraction.
We see them as core business — core business of a
Labor government that delivers for all Victorians.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the member for
Warrandyte.
An honourable member interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Warrandyte has been warned.

High-capacity metro trains
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (12:12) — My question
is to the Minister for Public Transport. Changchun
Railway Vehicles are the provider of trains for the
Tehran and Pyongyang metros and are constructing
Melbourne’s new high-performance trains. Changchun
Railway Vehicles have a history of design and quality
compliance issues, such as poor-quality welding, milky
windscreens, gaps in plastic moulding and unreliable
software when they built Sydney’s Waratah trains.
Minister, do Melbourne’s new imported trains meet
Victoria’s quality specifications and are they free of
design faults and compliance issues?
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(12:13) — I thank the Deputy Leader of the Liberal
Party for bringing up an issue that was canvassed
widely at a Public Accounts and Estimates (PAEC)
hearing in 2017, where these issues were extensively
addressed. At that PAEC hearing in 2017 —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Footscray!
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Footscray and the member for Hastings are warned.
Ms ALLAN — At that meeting in May 2017 — a
full 12 months ago — I made it very clear to the
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Deputy Leader of the Opposition’s colleagues who
were going down this line of questioning that we are
very proud of our investment in rolling stock and
indeed we are very proud to breathe new life into a
rolling stock industry that was destined for a different
era under those opposite, who instead wanted to —
The SPEAKER — The Leader of the Opposition,
on a point of order.
Ms Neville interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Police!
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, the question was: do these trains meet
quality specifications and are they free of design faults?
That is the question asked to the minister. It is a
relevant question for 2018, and I ask you to bring her
back to answering just that.
The SPEAKER — The minister to come back to
answering the question.
Ms ALLAN — We are absolutely delighted. Along
with making an investment in our regional rolling stock
of 87 new trains, alongside buying new X’trapolis
trains that are manufactured in Ballarat, we are bringing
brand-new, high —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Ms ALLAN — We are bringing brand-new,
high-capacity metropolitan trains to our network to
travel on what will become the new Dandenong to
Sunbury corridor.
Mr Hodgett — On a point of order, Speaker, I
renew the Leader of the Opposition’s point of order.
The question specifically asked the minister about the
quality specifications and whether these imported trains
are free of design faults and compliance issues. I ask
you to bring the minister back to answering that
question.
The SPEAKER — I ask the minister to come back
to answering the question.
Ms ALLAN — I am going through some of this
because there are parts of the member’s question that
are not correct. These trains are not imported. We are
very proud that as a result —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
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Ms ALLAN — As a result of our very strong local
content policy requirements, 60 per cent of these trains
are being manufactured here in Victoria. That means
that the bogies of these trains are being made in
Bendigo. There are parts that are being made in
Geelong, in Morwell. And of course there is the depot
at Newport, where new life is being breathed into that
depot and over 1000 jobs have been created as a result
of this contract. Do these trains meet our specifications
of our Victorian network? Of course they do, because
we went through a rigorous process. As part of the
work to commission these trains there will need to be
extensive testing —
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance again, the minister was asked: are they free of
design faults and compliance issues? The minister has
not addressed this once in her answer. Maybe she might
want to address that answer — or does she want to go
to Changchun Victoria to find out?
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order. The minister was directly answering the
question.
Ms ALLAN — The xenophobic approach of those
opposite is absolutely outrageous. We are very proud —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The level of interjections
is excessive. Members will be removed from the
chamber without warning. I ask members not to shout
across the chamber, and I ask the minister not to invite
interjections from those opposite.
Ms ALLAN — These trains will go through an
extensive testing process. I appreciate that those
opposite, who did not commission a new train, do not
understand how these processes work. These trains will
go through an extensive commissioning process, and we
look forward to them running on our network in 2019.
Supplementary question
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (12:18) — In 2016 the
Singapore metro returned 26 Changchun railway
vehicles for repair due to the cracking in the railcar
bodies just three years from construction. Minister, isn’t
it a fact that issues such as poor welding and fatigue,
non-compliant wheel gauges and potentially flammable
flooring have already been identified with your new
trains even before they arrived in Victoria?
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(12:18) — As those of us on this side of the house have
learned on many occasions, you cannot trust a word
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that those opposite say. What I can tell the
member opposite —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (12:19) — Order! The member for
Ripon will leave the chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Honourable member for Ripon withdrew from
chamber.
Ms ALLAN — is that these trains are being
manufactured with 60 per cent local content, and the
attacks he is making are on those Victorian workers in
Bendigo, in Geelong, in Morwell and in Newport, who
are proud to be manufacturing these new trains for
our network.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, the minister was asked about the trains
arriving from overseas with poor welding, fatigue and
non-compliant wheel gauges. Is the minister now
thinking that Changchun is in Victoria and Bendigo
overseas? She has got her geography completely
wrong. We are asking about imported trains that have
arrived with faults, and the minister is now verballing
the opposition by saying that we have asked something
completely different.
The SPEAKER — I ask the minister to come back
to answering the question that was asked.
Ms ALLAN — The member is wrong when he talks
about these trains being imported. As part of the
arrangements that we have struck with —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms ALLAN — The shell.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Ms ALLAN — A train without wheels, bogie,
frames, windows or seats is not a train; it is a shell. We
will be manufacturing the rest here in Victoria.

Ministers statements: education funding
Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) (12:21) —
I rise to update the house on the Andrews government’s
support for apprentices. We are announcing the rollout
of the Head Start apprenticeships and traineeships
initiative, where students will be able to leave after
year 13 with a Victorian certificate of education or
Victorian certificate of applied learning certificate in
one hand and a trade certificate in the other —
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qualified, skilled and ready for work. Last week I was
joined by the member for Geelong to announce that
students at Geelong High School, students at Surf Coast
Secondary College and students at schools right across
the Geelong region will have this new opportunity from
2019. Head Start will provide apprenticeships targeted
at priority industries and traditional trades such as
construction and carpentry and health care.
It is not just through our schools that we are supporting
our apprentices. Last week I also joined the Minister for
Training and Skills, Gayle Tierney, and the member for
Clarinda at Chisholm Institute of TAFE, where students
have been given a rare hands-on opportunity to restore
an original heritage-listed railway shelter dating back to
1891 as part of our level crossing removal program.
That shelter will be delivered to the brand-new Clayton
station. One of the important jobs for the TAFE
students restoring this grand old building is getting rid
of the deadwood. It is important to get rid of deadwood.
There are those that have now taken control of the
Liberal Party that understand the importance of getting
rid of deadwood.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is continuing a pattern that we saw in previous
weeks of commencing to debate —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Mr Clark — Speaker, as we saw last sitting week,
the minister is commencing to debate issues. I ask you
to bring him back to compliance with sessional orders.
The SPEAKER — The minister had just departed
from making a ministers statement. I ask him to
come back.
Mr MERLINO — Coming back to the TAFE
students and the heritage building, particularly
important in this project is getting rid of the rotten
element in the large post that no longer provides
support and stability. You have got to get rid of that.
You have got to cut them out and you have got to throw
them away before they do any further damage — a bit
like the member for Rowville, a bit like Bernie Finn, a
bit like Bruce Atkinson in the other place —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will resume
his seat.
Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Kew!
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister has been defying your ruling. I ask you to
assert your authority and warn him and other ministers
to treat the Chair and the house with respect.
The SPEAKER — I uphold the point of order. The
minister has concluded his statement.

High-capacity metro trains
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (12:24) — My question
is to the Minister for Public Transport. With
Changchun Railway Vehicles delivering trains, not
shells, to Victoria that already have numerous safety
faults identified, such as potentially flammable flooring
and poor welding, Minister, was the government aware
of any of these faults when it signed off the factory
acceptance of these trains before they left the factory
in China?
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(12:24) — I thank the member for his question and the
opportunity to clarify the factual inaccuracies that were
contained within that question. The member
describes the —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — The member for Ferntree Gully!
Ms ALLAN — The member has inaccurately
described what has arrived in Victoria. They are shells.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (12:25) — Order! The member for
Warrandyte will leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour.
Mr R. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER — The member for Warrandyte
will leave the chamber without comment.
Honourable member for Warrandyte withdrew
from chamber.
Ms ALLAN — I appreciate for those opposite the
complexities of procuring a new train are beyond them,
because they failed to do it during their time in office.
The arrangements that we have struck under a rolling
stock order of high-capacity metro trains that contain
60 per cent local content —
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, the question was very clear. It said: ‘Was the
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government aware of any of these faults before they
were signed off, before they left China for Victoria?’.
The question was clear to the minister. Was the
government aware of these faults before they departed
the overseas factory to come to Victoria?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister was
addressing the first part of the question, but I do ask the
minister to come to answering the substantive part of
the question.
Ms ALLAN — In answering that part of the
question it is important to clarify exactly what the
arrangements are in Victoria. As part of the
arrangements where we are procuring high-capacity
metro trains, which will contain 60 per cent local
content manufactured here in Newport, in Bendigo, in
Morwell, in Geelong and in the south-eastern suburbs
around Dandenong, promoting jobs right across
Victoria, what has arrived —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Mr Guy — On a point of order again, on relevance,
Speaker, it has been another 30 seconds since you
asked the minister to come back to answering the
question. The question was: was the government aware
of any of these faults before these trains left the factory
from overseas? It is as simple as that.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Deputy Premier
to come to order. I ask the Minister for Public Transport
to come to answering the question.
Ms ALLAN — Speaker, in answering the member’s
question it is important to point out the factual
inaccuracies that are riddled through his line of
questioning, and therefore it makes it very challenging
to answer the second part of his question given his
question contained so many inaccuracies.
Under the contractual arrangements that have been
struck with the consortium that is manufacturing these
trains — with over 60 per cent local content, trains
manufactured in Bendigo and componentry that is made
in Bendigo, in Dandenong, in Geelong and in Morwell,
the arrangements that have been struck require —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Hodgett — On a point of order, Speaker, again,
for the third time, with a minute to go, can you please
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get the minister to come back to answering the
question? Was the government aware of any of these
faults when it signed off the factory acceptance of these
trains — or shells, whatever the minister wants to call
them — was she aware of the faults when they left the
factory in China?

ship them from China before these faults
were rectified?
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(12:30) — Again, given the member has provided
absolutely no evidence to back up his claims —

The SPEAKER — I uphold the point of order.

Honourable members interjecting.

Ms McLeish interjected.

The SPEAKER — Order!

The SPEAKER (12:28) — The member for Eildon
will leave the chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Honourable member for Eildon withdrew from
chamber.
The SPEAKER — Order! Members interjecting
make it very hard for me to hear the minister’s answer.
I ask people to stop shouting across the chamber. The
minister to come back to answering the question.
Ms ALLAN — It is pleasing to note that the
member was listening and is now accurately describing
the situation before us.
Speaker, as I was part way through answering, under
the contractual arrangements that have been struck with
the consortium that is manufacturing these trains — led
by Downer down at the Newport Railway
Workshops — the arrangements that have been struck
are that there will be no payments and no arrangements
entered into unless the trains are right to run on our
network. Part of commissioning a new train for a
network requires extensive testing and commissioning,
and that is part of the process of making a brand-new
train for our metropolitan network, something those
opposite failed to do.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, again the
minister is departing from answering the question. This
was not a question about testing before final delivery in
Victoria. It was about whether or not the government
was aware of flaws prior to these objects, whatever they
are called, leaving China, and I ask you to bring her
back to answering that question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I understand the
member’s point of order but the minister has now come
to answering the question. The minister to continue.
The minister has concluded her answer.
Supplementary question
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (12:29) — Minister,
given your government did know of the faults
surrounding these trains, why was approval given to
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Ms ALLAN — Given that when similar claims
were made at the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee hearing 12 months ago, they were also
found out to be wrong, it is very difficult to answer the
member’s question, because we know that those
opposite are very fond of making things up to try and
make a political point.

Ministers statements: manufacturing sector
Mr CARROLL (Minister for Industry and
Employment) (12:31) — I rise to update the house on
the strength of our manufacturing sector. Last Monday I
had the great pleasure to attend the Victorian
Manufacturing Hall of Fame awards. I was joined by
some of Parliament’s strongest supporters of the
manufacturing industry. The member for Wendouree
was there, as were the member for Dandenong and the
member for Buninyong, enjoying a great night, as was
the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party.
Our manufacturing sector is going from strength to
strength under the Andrews Labor government. Indeed,
the Australian Industry Group’s performance of
manufacturing index confirms that for the first time
since 2001 we have had 16 consecutive months of
growth in manufacturing. Our growth in manufacturing
is underpinned by the Andrews government’s
$120 million investment in manufacturing on the back
of the auto closures, creating over 6000 jobs and
including $1.6 billion in private investment.
A highlight of the night was recognising trailblazing
women in the manufacturing sector. One, two, three —
three women were highlighted on this night. Can I
congratulate Vanessa Kearney from Viva Energy, Jill
Walsh from Actco-Pickering and can I also
congratulate Vanessa Katsanevakis, who got the Young
Manufacturer of the Year Award.
It is a lot easier to get to the top of manufacturing in this
state than it is to get to the top of the Liberal Party if
you are a woman. We all know about the success if you
have got your first name as David, but if you are a
woman, get your pathway and get into manufacturing,
because that is the way you will go. We know about the

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Tuesday, 5 June 2018

ASSEMBLY

A-grade side here and we know about the B-graders
and then on the weekend it was great to learn about the
deadwood happening on the other side, the deadwood
that is on the chopping block.
Another great success in our hall of fame awards was
our investments in TAFE. So can I encourage anyone if
they are worried — or if they consider themselves
deadwood — to get into one of the free certificates in
construction, because that way you might just guarantee
when Marcus comes after you that you are not part of
the deadwood that he has got earmarked.

Energy supply
Ms THORPE (Northcote) (12:33) — My question
is to the Premier. Premier, two weeks ago your
government opened up coastline on Gunditjmara
country to gas drilling, including drilling from onshore.
On Friday your government extended the licences for
two brown coal power stations on Gunnai/Kurnai
country, meaning Yallourn and Loy Yang can keep
polluting for decades to come. Premier, why are you
putting our children’s future at risk by allowing the
burning of more fossil fuels, which lead to climate
change and continued destruction of country?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (12:34) — I thank the
member for Northcote for her question. The simple
answer to her question is of course I am not doing
anything of the sort. What we have done is to enter into
arrangements — and at the conclusion of my answer if
the Minister for Resources can in writing add to my
answer I am sure he will be only too happy to do
that — with our power stations and the companies that
own them to both guarantee some certainty and security
for rehabilitation and clean-up. Well, the member for
Northcote can shake her head, but that is the fact of
the matter.
There is no extension in relation to electricity
generation and the mining that underpins it. That is a
fact. Inconvenient as it may be for some, that is the fact.
What is more, we have also insisted — and I make no
apology at all for insisting — through the work that the
Minister for Resources has done, that companies give
every Victorian due notice if they intend to cease their
generation activity. The Victorian community,
businesses —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — The opposition seem
unsupportive of proper notice being given by
companies. They are always on the side of the big
corporation, aren’t they? They are always on the side of
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the big corporation. I am not surprised that they are
unhappy that big companies would need to provide
notice if they were to substantially change their
generation activity. So they are the facts of what has
been done here.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Malvern!
Mr ANDREWS — The member for Northcote may
not be as loud as the member for Malvern, but she is as
wrong as the member for Malvern.
Supplementary question
Ms THORPE (Northcote) (12:35) — As well as
opening up half our coastline for gas drilling, the Labor
government have not told Victorian communities
whether they will allow onshore gas drilling when the
moratorium expires in less than two years. Will the
government make the moratorium on onshore gas
drilling permanent, or can Victorians expect to see their
country, farmland and environment opened up for
conventional gas drilling if Labor is re-elected in
November?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (12:36) — Thank you
very much, Speaker. The —
Mr Southwick interjected.
Mr ANDREWS — As tempting as it is to take
advice from the member for Caulfield on energy policy,
I shall resist doing that. If I need your help, I will come
and ask for it. I will come and ask for it, Professor, if I
need it. I hope I never need that.
The member for Northcote asked about the moratorium
put in place by this Labor government. Future policy
settings will be determined by science and proper
consultation with communities. That is why — for the
information of the member for Northcote — the lead
scientist is driving that process with a group of others
representing stakeholders from business, the
environment and local communities. In terms of
offshore drilling, the member perhaps needs to
remember that we have had offshore drilling in our
state for a very long time, and I reject the assumption
that anything has been done to change any of the policy
settings this government has put in place.

Ministers statements: level crossings
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(12:37) — I am pleased to rise to update the house on
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more works to remove dangerous and congested level
crossings here in Victoria. The nine level crossings
between Dandenong and the city are not only the most
congested in Victoria, they are the most congested in
Australia. As we know, five of these nine remaining
level crossings are gone, and later this month all of
these nine level crossings will be removed. What we
saw last week were the very last trains to ever pass
through these level crossings. This part of the line is
currently closed and will reopen later this month with
not one single level crossing between Dandenong and
the city.
The member for Oakleigh has been doing some
research, and he has estimated that since 1879,
6 278 000 trains have passed through the level
crossings in his electorate. Give or take a couple, we
will have to assume he is right, but we do know that the
member for Oakleigh is absolutely right when he says
no-one in his electorate will get stuck at these level
crossings ever again.
This project is extremely complex. Constructing the
elevated corridor while trains were still running is an
absolute credit to the workforce, as it has dramatically
reduced the amount of time we have needed to shut the
line. For an example, an alternative approach that was
being proposed by some that involved a trench-based
solution would have seen sections of this line needing
to be shut down for nine months, causing massive
disruption on the busiest rail line in Australia.
As we know, the hundreds of thousands of Victorians
who travel through these roads freely will remember
two things: that it was the Premier and Labor who got
rid of them and that it was the Leader of the Opposition
and the deadwood of those opposite who fought to have
them stay. That is why we have worked so hard to get
rid of them. The deadwood opposite would have seen
these relics of the past stay as part of our level
crossing network.

Murray Basin rail project
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (12:39) — My
question is to the Minister for Public Transport. Earlier
this year, Minister, you went to western Victoria and
boasted that stage 3 of the $440 million Murray Basin
rail project, the upgrade to the Sea Lake and
Manangatang lines, would be completed between
March and August of this year. Minister, it is now
June 2018. When is this stage of the Murray Basin rail
project actually going to start?
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(12:40) — I appreciate the members continuing the line
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of questioning that they undertook last week at the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee (PAEC)
hearing, where this issue was also —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms ALLAN — Well, it actually did, and they are
repeating again the same questions that were —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms ALLAN — They are excitable. I will repeat to
the Leader of the National Party what I said to the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee last week,
because clearly it has not been appropriately
transmitted by his colleagues at the hearing. As I made
clear last week, there is some work that is being
undertaken as part of the Murray Basin rail freight
project, because since this project was first
commenced — and of course this was a project that we
needed to get fully funded by the federal government;
we needed to finalise the work to get it fully funded —
what we have had to do also —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Mr Walsh — On a point of order, Speaker, on the
issue of relevance, the question was very clear to the
minister: when is stage 3 of the project actually going
to start? My recollection of PAEC last week is that she
did not actually answer that question then, and I would
ask you to actually ask her to answer that question
now, please.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister to come to
answering the question.
Ms ALLAN — As I was explaining to the Leader of
the National Party, what has also occurred over the last
few years is that we are also making additional
investments in the regional rail network, particularly on
the Ballarat line and around the communities of areas
like Ararat and Maryborough, where we are making
significant improvements. As a result of that, we need
to go and look at how the project on the Ballarat line
intersects with the Murray Basin rail upgrade. We have
also been talking extensively to industry groups —
Mr Walsh — On a point of order, Speaker, can I
reinstate my previous point of order and ask you to
bring the minister back to answering the question: when
is this project actually going to start? That is what
industry want to know. They do not want to know all
the excuses; they actually want a straight answer from
the minister as to when this project is going to start.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The minister is
addressing the question. The minister to come to
answering the question.
Ms ALLAN — I am, because we have been
engaging in extensive consultation with industry, and as
part of that they have been encouraging us to look at
how the staging of the remaining parts of the project
needs to be undertaken so that we ensure that their pipe,
if you like — their access to their export markets
through the ports — is maintained through their peak
production periods. I thought this would have been
something that the Leader of the National Party would
have understood. We have been talking to the industry
as part of that, and one of the groups we have been
talking to of course is the Victorian Farmers Federation.
Recently — indeed just yesterday — on ABC radio the
grains group president, Brett Hosking, said:
But you know what, if it means getting the project done right,
that is the first priority …

And he said he was confident that the project would be
finished. So to answer the question —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister has the call.
Ms ALLAN — So as I said to the hearing last week,
for the remaining parts of the project, we are finalising
the timing of the delivery of that in consultation with
industry, because the most important thing is ensuring
their access to their important export market continues.
Supplementary question
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (12:44) — Minister,
businesses like Pentarch, Qube and Pickering Transport
have all made multimillion-dollar investments based on
your promise that you would upgrade the Sea Lake and
Manangatang lines by August this year. They were
notified at a meeting with V/Line on Tuesday of last
week that this upgrade will now be put on hold
indefinitely.
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Mr WALSH — Minister, you have done over the
taxi licensees. You have done over the bus proprietors.
Will you now compensate these businesses for your
latest botched project?
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(12:45) — This question from the National Party that
closed country rail lines, this question from the
National Party that privatised our freight industry —
this is the hypocrisy of those opposite. When previously
in government the National Party flogged off our rail
freight network. They ran that network down, and it
took a Labor government to bring it back.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, sessional
order 9 requires that answers be direct, factual, succinct
and relevant. This was a very specific question about
providing compensation to the businesses who have
suffered due to the minister’s failure to deliver on her
promise, and I ask you to uphold sessional orders and
require her to come back to answering that question.
The SPEAKER — I ask the minister to come back
to answering the question.
Ms ALLAN — The member is wrong when he talks
about this project being put on hold indefinitely, and
they were the lies that I had to correct when I was in
Kerang last week talking to members of the community
who said that the National Party had been telling them
that this project was not going ahead. That is a
complete lie. We are pushing on with this project —
Mr Walsh — On a point of order, Speaker, can I
ask you to bring the minister back to actually answering
the question? Show some respect to those businesses
that have invested millions of dollars based on the
minister’s promise and answer the question. Will the
minister actually compensate those businesses for the
costs that they are now going to bear because she has
botched this project?
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister is
responding to the question. I ask the minister not to use
the word that is unparliamentary that she has been using.

Ms Allan interjected.
Mr WALSH — It is right.
The SPEAKER — Order! Through the Chair.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Premier to
cease interjecting across the table.

Ms ALLAN — We will continue to work closely
with industry, including those like the Victorian
Farmers Federation that have talked about the most
important thing being getting the project right. That is
exactly what we will do.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, under
sessional order 9(2) I submit that the minister’s answers
to both the substantive and supplementary questions
have not been responsive. The first was about when the
project would get started. The second was whether or
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not there would be compensation payable to affected
businesses. Neither of those questions has been
answered. I ask you to require the minister to provide a
written answer.
The SPEAKER — I will consider that matter and
come back to the house.

Ministers statements: Thompsons Road
duplication
Mr DONNELLAN (Minister for Roads and Road
Safety) (12:48) — I rise to update the house on the
massive upgrade that is occurring on Thompsons Road
in the south-east. Thompsons Road is being duplicated
between Dandenong-Frankston Road and
Berwick-Cranbourne Road, adding extra lanes and
easing the congestion in that local community. New
traffic lights are being built at the Western Port
Highway, Evans Road and McCormicks Road to better
manage traffic flow. Workers are also building more
than 10 kilometres of new road, including a new bridge
over the eastern contour drain, so they are very much
working very hard. Of course down there we are also
removing a level crossing at the Merinda Park station,
and I expect that will be removed in the coming weeks,
so very much good news for the local community.
But while we are there we are also working very hard
with our design and the like to protect the local
environment in that area. Arborists and wildlife experts
have inspected every tree, every hollow and every nook
and cranny along the whole alignment of this massive
project. Unfortunately some tree removal is inevitable,
but as much as possible we are trying to redesign it. I
noticed recently John Paul College in Frankston
received five large logs to put to good use in their
Victorian certificate of applied learning program,
whether it be designing things or the like. Very much
our motto is ‘Re-use, recycle, repurpose’ — very much
good plans for dead wood.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DONNELLAN — But what are the
alternatives? The alternatives are that you could just
burn it, as Brother Bastiaan has indicated, whether it be
in Rowville or whether it be in other seats like that, just
burn it.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is proceeding — albeit in an incredibly
tortuous way — to commence to debate the issue. I ask
you to again uphold sessional orders and bring him
back to compliance with making a ministers statement.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The minister had just
departed from making a statement. I ask him to come
back to making a ministers statement.
Mr DONNELLAN — Thank you. But I understand
that is not the favourite pastime of Brother Bastiaan and
his team. It is actually member farming — acting like
juveniles or like barnyard animals —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister, without the
assistance of the member for Hawthorn. I warn the
minister to come back to making a ministers statement,
otherwise he will be sat down. The minister has
concluded his statement.

RULINGS BY THE CHAIR
Constituency questions
The SPEAKER (12:51) — Before constituency
questions and calling points of order, last sitting week
on 23 May the member for Brighton raised a point of
order in relation to a constituency question asked by the
member for Bentleigh the day prior. The member for
Brighton suggested the question should be ruled out of
order because it related to a park which is not in the
member for Bentleigh’s electorate and therefore is not a
constituency issue.
After reviewing Hansard I make the following ruling:
firstly, constituency questions as stipulated in sessional
order 7 (1) must relate to a constituency matter and
not — as has been ruled previously — encompass
broader policy issues that can be included in questions
on notice. In this instance the park referred to in the
question is located outside the member’s electorate in
the neighbouring electorate of Brighton. That fact alone
does not mean that this is not a constituency matter. A
decision or service that does not relate directly to a
particular electorate may have an effect on that
community in a way that means it is appropriate for a
member to raise a constituency question. It may be that
constituents living in the member for Bentleigh’s
electorate use the park or are affected by its use in some
way through the sporting organisations that had written
to him. However, the member did not make this clear in
his question and so it is ruled out of order. When asking
constituency questions members should ensure that it is
clear how a question relates to their constituency.
Mr Watt — On a point of order, Speaker, I raise a
matter with regard to question 14 239. It was a very
simple question to the Minister for Public Transport.
All I asked was: which scheduled 903 bus services did
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not run on 10 March 2018? It was a question on notice
that I asked that was required to be answered on
31 May as it was asked on 1 May. As yet I have not
received a response. I ask you to get the minister to
chase up the answer to that very simple question. It
should not be too difficult for her to answer if she is
across her portfolio.
The SPEAKER — I thank the member for his point
of order. Are there further issues he wishes to raise?
Mr Watt — No.

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Sandringham electorate
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) (12:53) —
(14 467) My constituency question is directed to the
Minister for Public Transport. Earlier this year on the
adjournment debate I made representations on behalf of
a number of Sandringham electorate residents in
relation to the proliferation of graffiti on the Frankston
and Sandringham railway lines, and the great work
being undertaken by a number of local residents to seek
to wind back the defacement of public infrastructure
and public property.
The minister in her response to my adjournment debate
question — I understood from that — would facilitate a
meeting with representatives of Metro and
representatives of VicTrack to see if a worthy pathway
could be defined that would bring about a better
outcome in removing graffiti. I just ask whether she
will progress that indication on the adjournment debate.

Yuroke electorate
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (12:54) — (14 468) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Early
Childhood Education. How is the Andrews Labor
government supporting kindergartens in the Yuroke
electorate? As the minister knows, the Yuroke
electorate is a community of choice for many young
families, and our local kinders do an excellent job
ensuring that every child gets the best possible start in
life. In particular, I would like to thank our early
childhood educators for the excellent work that they do.
There has been a substantial investment in early
childhood services in my community under this
government, and I would welcome any information that
the minister can provide on opportunities to ensure that
local kinders in my community continue in the future to
go from strength to strength.
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Ovens Valley electorate
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (12:55) — (14 469)
My question is to the Minister for Water. Michael
Weston from Eurobin has concerns about the Upper
Ovens River Water Supply Protection Area Water
Management Plan 2012, particularly item 18 regarding
permissible consumptive volume. There is a limit
gazetted by the government of 4010 megalitres;
however, it appears that Goulburn Murray Water
(GMW) has applied for removal of this without
consultation. Through this process Michael has been
refused permission to use a dragline by GMW, which
demonstrates a conflict between gravity irrigators and
catchment landholders. Mr Weston seeks this
clarification.

Carrum electorate
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (12:55) — (14 470) My
constituency question is for the Minister for Training
and Skills. Minister, my community is very excited
about the recent announcement in the 2018–19 state
budget for 30 free TAFE priority courses and
18 preapprenticeship courses from 1 January 2019. This
is a real game changer and will reduce the financial
barrier for Victorian students wanting to train in courses
that lead to jobs. In my electorate of Carrum we have
already seen a great response from students as well as
workers wanting to upskill or change direction. In fact a
constituent recently told me that you do not get a more
Labor policy — and isn’t that right? Minister, an initial
20 priority TAFE courses have already been identified.
My constituents would like to know how the remaining
10 priority TAFE courses will be determined.

Burwood electorate
Mr WATT (Burwood) (12:56) — (14 471) My
constituency question is for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change. Old Vulcan gas
heaters are considered unsafe in public housing
properties. In light of the cold winter, some of my
public housing tenants have been provided with electric
heaters by the office of housing. The efficiency of these
heaters leaves a lot to be desired, and the electrical costs
are becoming too burdensome for some of my tenants
who have contacted me about their inability to pay their
bills. Given the difficulties many of my residents on
modest incomes face with large increases in electricity
prices, what solutions does the Andrews Labor
government have for those residents without the ability
to access the internet to reduce their heating costs?
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Williamstown electorate
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) (12:57) — (14 472)
My question is to the Minister for Education, and it
relates to the Footscray learning precinct. In the coming
years the new Footscray learning precinct will become
operational, consisting of two junior campuses for
years 7 to 9, including a new campus in Seddon, and a
senior campus for years 10 to 12. Part of the transition
will see Gilmore College for Girls become
co-educational while also over a period phase out
senior enrolments. Pleasingly the Seddon junior
campus has recently received almost $30 million in the
state budget, and construction is expected to commence
in the not-too-distant future, with the campus due to
open in 2021. As the minister will be aware, with such
a substantial project as this, meticulous planning is
required. My question is: can the minister provide
details about the appointment of a transition coordinator
and further details in terms of a time line for that
transition to be made?

Shepparton electorate
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (12:58) — (14 473) My
question is for the Minister for Health. Minister,
yesterday you announced the establishment of an expert
task force to identify ways to strengthen the role of
Victoria’s community health sector. Can you please
advise how regional community health centres, such as
Primary Care Connect in my electorate of Shepparton
district, will be consulted on this very important issue?
Numerous reports have found that when it comes to
health outcomes and access to health services, rural
populations in Victoria suffer from a disproportionate
levels of disadvantage, including higher mortality rates
and lower life expectancy; higher reported rates of high
blood pressure, diabetes and obesity; higher death rates
from chronic disease; higher rates of dementia; and
higher rates of alcohol and drug abuse and smoking.
Community health organisations such as Primary Care
Connect and others in my electorate are essential
primary care services in our regions. Frontline workers
and their staff are ideally placed to assist the task force
to identify a shared vision and priorities for the sector.

Geelong electorate
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) (12:59) — (14 474) My
question is for the Minister for Sport, and it pertains to
an application submitted by the Grovedale Football
Netball Club under the country football netball program
change facility upgrade. I ask when the minister will be
making a decision as to the status of this application.
Although this club is located in South Barwon, there
are many club members from my electorate of Geelong.
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The project will construct a new fully compliant,
female-friendly set of away change rooms that meet
modern and accessible standards. More and more
women are participating in sport every year, and they
deserve access to top-quality facilities. This includes
constituents from my electorate.

Polwarth electorate
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (13:00) — (14 475) My
question is to the Minister for Emergency Services. Can
the minister tell the victims of the St Patricks Day fires
in my electorate how he is facilitating a quick and
speedy resolution to the outstanding issues and
liabilities that are a result of these fires. Many farms,
farming families and community members are now
suffering post-fire stress and heartache as the slow
wheels of the legal redress system begin to crunch
forward. It is the right of every citizen to seek redress
when they have suffered neglect at the hands of others;
however, this is a slow process. Many farmers affected
by the Garvoc, Terang and Camperdown fires are
suffering further as there is a distinct lack of clear
process for people to follow and be mindful of in the
wake of these devastating fires. Country Victoria is
extremely prone to fire. This is not the first or last time
farms and homes will be wiped out by an act of God or
negligence. Victims in my electorate are very much
calling for a quicker and more responsive system. We
must avoid the now 10-year legal process that many
from the awful Black Saturday fires faced.

Yan Yean electorate
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (13:01) — (14 476) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Sport, and I
ask: when can Sport and Recreation Victoria audit the
playing surfaces at Whittlesea showgrounds,
specifically the second oval and the netball court?

JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(FAMILY VIOLENCE PROTECTION AND
OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2018
Introduction and first reading
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) (13:01) — I
move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005, the Coroners Act
2008, the County Court Act 1958, the Criminal Procedure
Act 2009, the Family Violence Protection Act 2008, the
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989, the Personal Safety Intervention
Orders Act 2010, the Supreme Court Act 1986 and the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998, to
make consequential amendments to other acts and for
other purposes.
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Mr PESUTTO (Hawthorn) (13:02) — I seek a brief
explanation of this bill.
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PETITIONS
Following petition presented to house:

Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) (13:02) — I can
advise the member for Hawthorn that the bill responds
to six recommendations of the Royal Commission into
Family Violence. The bill establishes the specialist
family violence court division in the Magistrates Court,
extends access for young people to therapeutic
treatment programs, enables applications for family
violence intervention orders to be filed online and
includes dowry-related abuse of forced marriage as
statutory examples of family violence in the Family
Violence Protection Act 2008.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AMENDMENT
(PUBLIC SECTOR REDUNDANCIES AND
OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2018
Introduction and first reading
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) (13:03) — I
move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Public Administration Act 2004 and for other purposes.

Mr CLARK (Box Hill) (13:03) — I ask the
Attorney-General to provide a brief explanation of
the bill.
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) (13:03) — I can
advise the manager of opposition business that the bill is
designed to strengthen Victoria’s public administration
by formalising and ensuring the enforceability of public
sector redundancy provisions currently set out in policy,
continuing implementation of recommendations from
the Victorian Public Sector Commission (VPSC) review
of executive officer employment arrangements and
clarifying the status of advisory bodies and the
delegation powers of the VPSC commissioner.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

Wire rope barriers
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of residents of Victoria draws to the attention of
the house the concerns of road users, farmers and emergency
services workers about the rollout of 2000 km of wire rope
barriers across Victorian roads.
While not opposed to wire rope barriers in the appropriate
locations, the petitioners request that the Andrews Labor
government immediately halt its blanket rollout of wire rope
barriers until these safety concerns have been addressed and a
more strategic approach for barrier placement is adopted.

By Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) (473 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petition be considered next day on
motion of Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East).

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS
COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 8
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) presented Alert Digest No. 8
of 2018 on:
Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018
Crimes Amendment (Unlicensed Drivers) Bill 2018
Electoral Legislation Amendment Bill 2018
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Bill 2018
Justice Legislation Amendment (Terrorism)
Bill 2018
Local Government Bill 2018
Long Service Benefits Portability Bill 2018
National Redress Scheme for Institutional Child
Sexual Abuse (Commonwealth Powers) Bill 2018
Serious Offenders Bill 2018
SR No. 3 — Corrections Amendment (Remotely
Piloted Aircraft and Helicopter Ban)
Regulations 2018
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SR No. 4 — Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and
Supervision) Amendment (Remotely Piloted
Aircraft and Helicopter Ban) Regulations 2018
SR No. 5 — Children, Youth and Families
Amendment (Remotely Piloted Aircraft and
Helicopter Ban) Regulations 2018
together with appendices.
Tabled.
Ordered to be published.

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Acting Clerk:
Land Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986 — Certificate
under s 7
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Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Documents under s 15
in relation to Statutory Rules 52, 53, 54, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65
Victorian Electoral Commission — Greater Geelong City
Council General Election 2017
Wildlife Act 1975 — Wildlife (Prohibition of Game Hunting)
Amendment and Revocation Notice (Gazette S244,
25 May 2018).

The following proclamations fixing operative dates
were tabled by the Acting Clerk in accordance with an
order of the house dated 24 February 2015:
Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry Amendment
(Further Reform) Act 2017 — Part 1 and s 6(1) — 2 June
2018; Remaining provisions — 2 July 2018 (Gazette S248,
29 May 2018)
Major Events Legislation Amendment (Ticket Scalping and
Other Matters) Act 2018 — Whole Act — 1 June 2018
(Gazette S248, 29 May 2018).

ROYAL ASSENT

Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of approval
of amendments to the following Planning Schemes:
Alpine — C54

Messages read advising royal assent to:

Benalla — GC66

29 May

Boroondara — C267
East Gippsland — C144
Hobsons Bay — C107

Justice Legislation Amendment (Access to Justice)
Bill 2018
Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage
Amendment Bill 2017

Knox — C149
Latrobe — C106 Part 1

Planning and Environment Amendment (Distinctive
Areas and Landscapes) Bill 2017

Mansfield — C36

5 June
Melbourne — C324
Monash — C137

Legal Identity of Defendants (Organisational Child
Abuse) Bill 2018

Mornington Peninsula — C200, C209

Parks Victoria Bill 2018.
Port Phillip — C143
South Gippsland — GC66
Southern Grampians — GC66
Whitehorse — C197
Whittlesea — C218, C220

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
Messages read recommending appropriations for:
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Amendment Bill 2018
Local Government Bill 2018.

Wodonga — GC66
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 — SR 59
Conveyancers Act 2006 — SRs 60, 61, 62, 63
Second-Hand Dealers and Pawnbrokers Act 1989 —
SR 64
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — SR 65

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Program
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(13:07) — I move:
That, under standing order 94(2), the orders of the day,
government business, relating to the following bills be
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considered and completed by 5.00 p.m. on Thursday,
7 June 2018:
Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018
Education Legislation Amendment (Victorian Institute
of Teaching, TAFE and Other Matters) Bill 2018
Justice Legislation Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2018.

It should be noted that, in addition to the three bills that
I have just outlined to the house, also to be added to the
program is the ongoing debate on the 2018–19 budget.
It is a terrific budget that was handed down a month
ago by the Treasurer, but we are still talking about it
and they are still talking about it in the streets as well,
given it was such a terrific budget: free TAFE, more
school buildings, funding for country roads. I tell you
what, Speaker, they are talking about it in my neck of
the woods, and I am delighted that we will have the
chance to continue talking about it here in the
Parliament as well. For those members on all sides of
the chamber, if you have not had your chance to speak
on the 2018–19 budget, this is the week to do it because
there will be an opportunity to come back to discuss in
further detail the budget over the course of this week.
The bills that are on the program are quite substantial
and cover key areas such as education and particularly
the regulation of teachers in the system, and we have
the next tranche in addressing terrorism-related issues
in the justice portfolio.
I did just want to briefly mention the Advancing the
Treaty Process with Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018. I
have had in the past representations from the Greens
political party seeking that this bill go into the
consideration-in-detail stage. I have assumed in the
setting of the program for this week that that is
something they would wish to see. It is something we
can accommodate over the course of this week because
of course this is a substantial step forward in supporting
Aboriginal Victorians. It is a nationally significant
piece of legislation that we have brought to the
Parliament. The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs has
done a huge amount of work to bring it to the point that
we have a piece of legislation to consider. A significant
amount of time will be available to us over the course
of this week to devote to debating and considering in
detail that bill should the Greens political party
continue to wish to do that. I look forward to that
debate because, as I have said, it is nationally
significant. This is something that is yet to be done in
this country and we have a historic opportunity in the
Victorian Parliament to progress these matters in a
substantial way for Aboriginal Victorians.
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With those few comments, as I always do at this time of
the week, I optimistically commend the motion to the
house and optimistically look forward to its support
from the Parliament.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) (13:11) — The Leader of
the House’s motion proposes three bills for inclusion on
the government business program, and she has also
indicated the government’s intention to make time for
further debate on the take-note motion for the budget
papers. The three bills proposed raise a range of issues.
As the Leader of the House has referred to, the
Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018 is one on which a number of
members in this house are seeking to make a
contribution, and she understands that in particular the
Greens party is keen for this bill to be considered in
detail and for a range of amendments to be put forward
on it. Consistent with the view of the Liberal-Nationals
coalition that there should be adequate time made
available for consideration in detail of all bills that
require it in line in fact with the government’s election
commitment, which to date it has not honoured, that it
would make consideration in detail a usual part of all
bills in the Assembly we are very willing to
accommodate the wishes of the Greens party that the
advancing the treaty process bill be considered in detail.
There is also a bill relating to the Victorian Institute of
Teaching, TAFE and other matters, and I am sure that
will provide an opportunity for extensive canvassing of
the government’s very poor record in relation to TAFE
and the falling student numbers and cuts to the
availability of places that have occurred under the Labor
government. That certainly deserves intensive scrutiny.
There is also the Justice Legislation Amendment
(Terrorism) Bill 2018, which seeks to respond to the
Harper-Lay review. It is important that that bill be
examined closely to make sure that everything that can
be done is being done to keep this state safe from
terrorism and that it is being done in an effective and
just manner.
The Leader of the House, in concluding her remarks,
said that she was looking forward with optimism to
potential support for her program. Unfortunately that
would seem to be a disingenuous sentiment on her part
because she would well know that we on this side of the
house remain of the view that there are very significant
matters that need to be dealt with by this house, and it is
continually disappointing that the government refuses
to do so. It is not only disappointing but it reinforces the
fact that the government is determined to do everything
within its power to avoid accountability for the rorting
that has occurred amongst its members — the very
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serious allegations that have been made against the
former Speaker and former Deputy Speaker — and for
the report of the Ombudsman into the red shirts rorting
and indeed issues that have previously been referred to
IBAC which may now need this house’s attention.
I have said it before and I will continue to make the
point that this house should be dealing with those
matters. It was something that the then Labor
opposition said needed to be done in relation to the
allegations against the then member for Frankston, and
it was done in relation to those allegations, and it was
done on the initiative of the Liberal-Nationals
government of the day. Regardless of which side of the
house a member comes from, if serious issues are
raised in relation to their misconduct, this house as a
whole should be prepared to deal with them.
The Labor government needs to stop trying to cover up
and protect their own members. It needs to do the right
thing and have these matters dealt with either through
the Privileges Committee or through a select committee
of this house. These matters need to be investigated and
reported on, and if appropriate, sanctions applied.
Particularly as other authorities have now completed
their inquiries, these matters do become matters for this
house. It has been a longstanding practice of
Westminster parliaments here and abroad to take
responsibility and to do the right thing, and it is
disgraceful that this Labor government has been
shirking that responsibility. We, on that basis, continue
to oppose this government business program.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (13:16) — I am pleased
to make a contribution on the government business
program, and I acknowledge the opportunity to speak
on the Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018 and in particular to pass reference
to the fact that we had a very significant event with our
Indigenous communities and many of our water
corporations, local government communities and
environmental groups on the Yarra River for some
further work around the Yarra River Protection
(Wilip-gin Birrarung murron) Bill 2017 just recently.
That of course was to talk about the 50-year vision
coming out of that for the Yarra River but also to pick
up on the Wurundjeri water policy.
This week the Parliament seeks to, I hope, not so much
debate but have a thorough discussion of the issues and
the concerns in relation to the advancing the treaty
process. I think there has been a lot of momentum and
good work to springboard off, and I want to commend
that bill and the debate and discussion that the house
will have over the course of the week. I certainly have
great respect for the range of views that I have heard
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through the passing of judgement, communication and
contributions on that matter in the public realm in the
past few months. I certainly commend the work of the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs but also of other leaders
in the community and legislators who have taken a very
active and productive role in bringing that bill to the
Parliament as part of our program for this week.
Can I say also regarding the Education Legislation
Amendment (Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE
and Other Matters) Bill 2018 that the Victorian Institute
of Teaching (VIT) has an interesting history
administratively, and I think there will be a lot to
canvass and cover as we continue to seek to improve
the work, the accountability and the opportunity for the
teaching profession to engage in the work of the VIT.
And of course there is the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2018 to round out
the week.
With the take-note motion that the Leader of the
Government has mentioned I, like many of my
colleagues, have taken that opportunity to speak on the
budget, and I certainly commend that to members who
have not done so. If only I had more time to outline for
the house further initiatives in the budget for the
Ivanhoe electorate and certainly across the north-east. I
would be happy to seek an extension of time, but as it is
I will just have to communicate more directly with my
electorate. They were very pleased to receive details on
the free TAFE courses that the government is providing
access to for young people in our community.
Can I say also regarding the consideration-in-detail
stage that the Greens party has raised in relation to the
Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018 that we certainly commend that
opportunity this week. I hope members avail
themselves of that opportunity, just as the government
has provided such opportunities on a range of bills for
the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate
Change on the bill about moving cattle from Alpine
National Park — I certainly recall spending some time
on that in the consideration-in-detail stage — as well as
some of the bills that the Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation has been
engaged in. I would say consideration in detail has been
common practice in this term of Parliament in the
Assembly, with the Leader of the Government
overseeing engagement with other parties in
consideration-in-detail stages.
This week, rather than getting bogged down on the
roadside verge delaying or obstructing the government’s
legislative agenda, as the opposition would like, I think
the opportunity to have consideration in detail on
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matters of importance and the opportunity to clarify
issues is critically important and gives confidence to the
community about the work that we are doing in this
place. I think it will be valuable in the treaty process for
members to have the opportunity to discuss in detail
many of the commitments, the work that has been
undertaken and the collaboration with our Indigenous
communities and also with many others across Victoria
that has brought us to a point where we have a bill that
allows us to take forward many of the community’s
concerns and issues in advancing the treaty process. I
look forward to hearing and understanding more of the
views of the opposition in relation to those matters, and
hopefully that will come to light through the
consideration-in-detail stage. I commend the
government business program to the house.
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) (13:21) — I rise to
make a contribution to the debate on the government
business program. As the manager of opposition
business has indicated, the opposition will not be
supporting the government business program, which I
will highlight in a moment. There are three bills up, so
it is a relatively light program this week. For the
Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018 the government has indicated they
will go into consideration in detail. One might say that
that policy announcement before the 2014 election has
become an abject failure of this government. The Labor
Party said that they would make consideration in detail
a standard practice of this house. That clearly has not
been the case during the 58th Parliament. It has not
been a standard practice of this house or a standard
feature. There is the Education Legislation Amendment
(Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE and Other
Matters) Bill 2018, the Justice Legislation Amendment
(Terrorism) Bill 2018 and also the take-note motion on
the budget.
There are still 12 Liberal Party members to make their
contributions on the budget. Obviously the Leader of
the House has not been walking down a street in the
South Barwon electorate, because no-one is coming up
to me with joy about this year’s state budget. There has
been very little for the South Barwon electorate and
indeed Geelong as a whole. So I do not know what
street the minister is going down. It is obviously not a
street in the Geelong area.
Primarily the opposition parties are opposing the
government business program for its failure to deal
with the rorting members for Melton and Tarneit. They
need to be dealt with now. As the manager of
opposition business quite rightly pointed out, there have
been investigations which have taken place that have
previously been the excuse as to why the members have
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not been dealt with by this house. There is the
Privileges Committee, to which they could be sent for
investigation, but also a select committee, as per the
notice of motion that the Leader of the Opposition has
put on the notice paper. As we saw last week, Speaker,
if someone is getting a bit rowdy in the house, I can
understand why you may eject them, but you could see
in the last adjournment debate with the member for
Bass the frustration felt on this side of the house that
those members have not been dealt with. Unfortunately
both the member for Melton and the member for Bass
were ejected last sitting week, Speaker — and I
certainly do not question your decision there — but
there is a lot of frustration with members as to why they
have not been dealt with.
Mr Pearson interjected.
Mr KATOS — The member for Essendon, I said
that I respect the Speaker’s decision. There is just
frustration felt by members on this side of the house as
to why the members for Tarneit and Melton have not
been dealt with by this house. That clearly needs to
occur. That clearly needs to happen. As I said earlier,
the opposition will not be supporting the government
business program.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (13:24) —
Protecting our community, protecting our children and
advancing a historic treaty process with Aboriginal
Victorians are the themes highlighting this week’s
government business program. The objective of the
Justice Legislation Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2018 is
to acquit the government’s commitment to introduce a
bill this year to implement the legislative
recommendations from the expert panel on terrorism.
The manager of opposition business has echoed how
significant these issues are, and they will be addressed
with, I would have thought, a rigorous debate in
this chamber.
Then we have the Education Legislation Amendment
(Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE and Other
Matters) Bill 2018, and this is a response to the
McClellan Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse and also the review
into the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT). Basically
what this aims to achieve is to put the VIT teacher
registration scheme into alignment with the working
with children check scheme. The basis behind that is to
reduce the risk to children’s safety while maintaining
the exemption for registered teachers and early
childhood teachers undertaking work outside school in
everyday environments. The proposition here is that it
aims to improve the consistency of decisions made by
the Victorian Institute of Teaching and the working
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with children check unit in respect of charges or
convictions for serious offences and to improve
information sharing between the VIT, the working with
children check unit and the out-of-home care suitability
panel to enable better decision-making to protect our
children. I am presuming that even though it was not
specified, there would be support for that legislation
across the chamber.
The next piece of legislation is the Advancing the
Treaty Process with Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018.
This is the bill that has a historic proposition in it. What
it seeks to do is provide the mechanism for the state to
recognise the Aboriginal Representative Body as the
sole counterpart and representative of Aboriginal
Victoria and establish the elements necessary to support
treaty negotiations. This is the critical architecture that
the government is trying to put in place. The bill
enshrines principles for the treaty process to govern the
relationship between the Aboriginal Representative
Body and the state and then provides for how they
should be applied to future participants in the process.
Underpinning this are the propositions of
self-determination and empowerment, fairness and
equity, partnership and good faith, mutual benefit and
sustainability, and transparency and accountability.
What will be needed is an independent treaty authority
to facilitate the negotiations, a framework that sets out
the process and a self-determination fund to empower
Aboriginal Victorians to participate in the treaty process
on an equal footing with the state and to build capacity,
wealth and prosperity. They are the aims and the
aspirations behind this bill. It is extremely timely — we
have just had the Long Walk to the MCG, a feature of
Reconciliation Week, where I was delighted to join the
Prime Minister and the Premier and people of goodwill
who want to advance this cause. ‘The past is never
dead’, as William Faulkner noted, ‘It’s not even past’.
Life is short, government is shorter, so I hope that this
historic opportunity is not missed. We know that the
Greens political party wants to examine this in detail, so
I hope that overall there is goodwill to actually drive a
historic result.
Then of course we also have the take-note motion
continuing on the budget, and what a fantastic
budget — a AAA-rated economy being driven by the
Premier and the Treasurer, record investment, a
reimagining of the world’s most livable city with
infrastructure, delivering the results for jobs and
opportunities right throughout our state and how we
actually do this, and trying to get a better alignment
with the Australian government now that that has been
signalled through both the budgets. I think that is
absolutely in the public interest. Australians are crying
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out for leadership to defeat procrastination and political
partisanship on some of these big-ticket items. If you
look at the rail link to the Melbourne Airport and the
missing link on our road network, these are
multibillion-dollar projects that would be of
significance, so I recommend this motion to the house.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) (13:29) — I rise to speak on
the government business program, and The Nationals in
coalition are opposing the program. We are opposing
the program for the reason very much laid out by the
manager of opposition business, and that is the failure
to resolve the rorting issues. This is a matter that simply
must be dealt with.
There are three bills on the program this week, the first
one being the Education Legislation Amendment
(Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE and Other
Matters) Bill 2018. This is very much about tidying up
some of the teacher qualifications for working with
children. I think this will be an interesting debate
because it is broad-ranging and does deal with a
number of issues around education. The one I will be
particularly focusing on in my contribution will be
the ability to merge our TAFE and our adult
education facilities.
The Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018 is also to be debated, and I do
note that this bill will be considered in detail on
Thursday afternoon, which I think will be an
interesting debate given the comments around the
possibility of amendments.
The final bill for this week is of course the Justice
Legislation Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2018, which
is around terrorism and other matters. This comes out
of wise advice over some issues that have happened,
particularly around the siege in recent times. Keeping
our community safe is of course what we should be
ensuring in this place as one of our primary
responsibilities. I notice that again there are a number
of things here, including the amendments to the Bail
Act 1977, something that all of us are very keen to see
happen. As we know, bail is a privilege, not a right, and
we do want to make sure that for those who are
considered for bail, particularly when there is a risk of
serious offences, this is wisely considered.
Also we are involved in the take-note motion on the
budget. The Nationals have finished their contributions,
and I hope that most members will be able to do so,
particularly before we get to the end of the financial
year. Once we get past the end of the financial year, I
think still having a budget response outstanding is an
opportunity lost. I do certainly encourage those who

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Tuesday, 5 June 2018

ASSEMBLY

have not done so to make their contributions, and I ask
that sufficient time be allowed in the house for this task
to be completed in a timely manner before we get to the
end of financial year, when people’s minds
undoubtedly move on.
To return to where we started, which was the rorting
again, I do support all that both the member for South
Barwon and the manager of opposition business have
said. This is a matter that needs to be dealt with, and we
will continue to oppose the government business
program until it is.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 44
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Bull, Mr J.
Carbines, Mr
Carroll, Mr
Couzens, Ms
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Dimopoulos, Mr
Donnellan, Mr
Edbrooke, Mr
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Hennessy, Ms
Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Kilkenny, Ms

Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
McGuire, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pakula, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pearson, Mr
Perera, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Scott, Mr
Spence, Ms
Staikos, Mr
Suleyman, Ms
Thomas, Ms
Thomson, Ms
Ward, Ms
Williams, Ms
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 41
Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Battin, Mr
Blackwood, Mr
Britnell, Ms
Bull, Mr T.
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Gidley, Mr
Guy, Mr
Hibbins, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kealy, Ms
McCurdy, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Morris, Mr
Northe, Mr

Motion agreed to.

O’Brien, Mr D.
O’Brien, Mr M.
Paynter, Mr
Pesutto, Mr
Riordan, Mr
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Ms
Sandell, Ms
Sheed, Ms
Smith, Mr R.
Smith, Mr T.
Southwick, Mr
Thompson, Mr
Thorpe, Ms
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Ms
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr
Wells, Mr
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Point Leo boardwalk
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (13:38) — This
afternoon I rise to congratulate the Disabled Surfers
Association Mornington Peninsula (DSAMP) on the
great work they have done to bring to reality the new
wheelchair-friendly boardwalk and beach access ramp
at Point Leo. At 82 metres long, it crosses a gully
between two sand dunes and coastal vegetation and
provides beach access for everyone: mothers with
prams, older members of the community, lifesavers and
their equipment, and those with a disability.
Twice a year hundreds of volunteers descend on the
beach to help give a surfing experience to a growing
number of people with a disability who want to be able
to have fun in the surf. Bill Hallet and John Bowers of
DSAMP, Andrew Gibson from Point Leo Surf Life
Saving Club and Tony Walkington from the Point Leo
Foreshore Committee came up with the original
concept. Support and assistance came from not only
their own organisations but also the Mornington
Peninsula shire, state and federal governments and
many generous private businesses and individuals.
My congratulations to Bill, John, Andrew and Tony,
and everyone who has contributed to this fantastic
project. It is a great credit to you all.

HART Awards
Mr MORRIS — Last Friday afternoon I attended
the HART Awards — Helping Achieve Reconciliation
Together. The local government category was taken out
by Greater Shepparton City Council for their
Aboriginal street art project, and East Gippsland shire
and Moonee Valley city were both highly commended.
On a personal note, I was honoured to present the
winners awards for the Community Engagement
category to the Lake Bolac Eel Festival, and the
Changing the Way we Work category to the Inner
North West Primary Care Partnership. These awards
are about recognising local reconciliation outcomes,
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people working
together. My congratulations to all the winners, but
particularly to the Victorian Local Governance
Association and Reconciliation Victoria, for their
leadership in the field.

Newmarket fridge library
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (13:40) — Recently I
was down at the Newmarket railway station handing
out flyers when I saw an amazing old fridge, which has
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been transformed into the Newmarket fridge library.
The old fridge has had its engine and the seal removed
so that it is completely safe. It is a place for people to
drop off and borrow books. The fridge has been there
for some time now — it is just near Pin Oak
Crescent — and was the idea of Tam van der Kleij,
who is a passionate bibliophile. The aspect of this
fridge that I found most pleasing was that it spoke to
the values of the Flemington community. Flemington is
a community that is passionate about the arts and
literature, and ensuring that people have the capacity to
borrow books freely when they wish is a really
important initiative.

Oromo community iftar dinner
Mr PEARSON — I was delighted to attend the
Oromo iftar dinner on Sunday night. A big shout-out to
the president of the Oromo community, Tarekegn
Chimdi, for a fantastic event. I was particularly pleased
to also see the inspector from Moonee Valley police
there. Charmaine Hosking is an outstanding local
representative of Victoria Police.

Flemington Green Ninja Army
Mr PEARSON — I do want to acknowledge the
great work of Rob Karkut from the Flemington Green
Ninja Army. The Green Ninjas have been planting
native beds throughout Flemington for some period of
time. Rob and his volunteers go there on a regular basis,
and I am very pleased to have participated in this.
Planting native vegetation in an inner urban landscape
is fantastic.

Matt Arturi
Mr PEARSON — Finally, I do want to give a
shout-out to Matt Arturi, my intern this year, who very
kindly gave me a book of meditations by Marcus
Aurelius. I look forward to reading it with great interest.

Hope Restart Centre
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) (13:41) — I wish to
pay tribute to the volunteer committee behind the Hope
Restart Centre, a drug and alcohol residential
rehabilitation facility now to be built in Bairnsdale. I
also acknowledge the federal government and
philanthropic commitments that have been made
towards this project that will service very well those
who need that level of assistance to overcome their
challenges. Funding was announced this week and I
thank the minister for the meetings we have had to be
able to arrive at the position that we did this week. A
final word of congratulations specifically to Peter and

Tuesday, 5 June 2018

Margaret Down and their lieutenants, Richard Rijs
and John Glynn, for their efforts in leading the
volunteer committee.

National Reconciliation Week
Mr T. BULL — Last week during National
Reconciliation Week I attended an event aimed at
tackling Indigenous smoking. Organised primarily by
Paul Patten, the regional coordinator of the Gippsland
Tobacco Action and Healthy Lifestyle Team, some of
the statistical information was alarming. Those present
heard that the Indigenous smoking rate in the area of
Gippsland is an amazing 58 per cent — that is just on
six in every 10 people — with high rates of smoking
during pregnancy. With the well-known connection to
heart and cardiovascular disease, strokes, cancer and
other poor health outcomes, it is an area all present
committed to speaking out on. The group also recently
won the 2017 VicHealth award for preventing tobacco
use for its innovative Aboriginal Quitline.

WorkSafe Game of the Month
Mr T. BULL — It was a pleasure on Sunday to
attend the Worksafe Game of the Month at
Boisdale-Briagolong versus Stratford. With a theme
this year of addressing accidents on farms, it was a
fitting location. Sports stars Peter Knights, Eloise
Southby and Angus Monfries were in attendance, with
Peter telling of his time in the game and realising the
present opportunities.

Roseanne Rofaeel and Elandrah Feo
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (13:43) — I am very
pleased to acknowledge the work of two exceptional
young women from my electorate of Yuroke.
Craigieburn woman Roseanne Rofaeel is doing
exceptional work in providing important items to those
doing it tough. Several years ago, Roseanne founded
the Christmas on the Streets campaign to bring presents
to homeless people. This program has now been
expanded and operates all year round. In addition to
Christmas presents, items that are now distributed
include sleeping bags, warm clothes and food.
Roseanne has teamed up with her old school, Kolbe
Catholic College, with students generously getting on
board to donate items and support the program. They
include Roseanne’s brother, year 12 student Gabriel,
and her sister, year 10 student, Rihan. Well done to
Roseanne, the Rofaeel family and all the students at
Kolbe Catholic College for being so kind and generous.
It is inspirational.
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I would also like to acknowledge Elandrah Feo, an
incredibly talented young woman who moved from
New Zealand to Craigieburn 15 years ago. Elandrah
will shortly be wowing audiences as the lead Danielle
in the hit Bring It On: The Musical. Get down to the
Athenaeum Theatre from 6 to 23 June to see this
incredible Yuroke local. Elandrah has also performed
as part of the Australian premiere of In the Heights and
as the fragile yet feisty songbird Felicia in Memphis.
One review I read of Memphis hailed her performance
and that of her co-star James Elmer as one ‘that would
see them hailed as breakout stars in a mainstream
production’. Elandrah: well done — I look forward to
seeing your star shine bright.

Leader of the Greens
Ms ASHER (Brighton) (13:44) — I wish to refer to
some ignorant and outrageous comments made by the
Leader of the Greens party on 24 May 2018 in the other
place. It was a statement about Liberal women
members of Parliament in which she called us
privileged and advantaged and said that our success had
nothing to do with hard work. As I look around at my
female colleagues, I do not see a lot of privilege.
I am happy to advise Dr Ratnam that I am the daughter
of a migrant father who came here with nothing and
who put himself through night school. My mother did
not have the opportunity to finish secondary school. I
attended Edithvale Primary School and Bonbeach High
School, and I put myself through university on a
studentship because my parents were not in a position
to fund me. However, when I look at my Greens
opponent in the last two elections, I note that she was a
doctor married to a specialist and that they live on the
Golden Mile of Brighton, the wealthiest part of the
Brighton electorate — and I applaud her success. It is
clear to me that Dr Ratnam does not know her Greens
candidates and she does not even know who her voters
are in suburbs like mine. I further advise Dr Ratnam not
to make assumptions about people’s backgrounds
simply because of where they ended up. Dr Ratnam
should get off her high horse and perhaps get to know a
few of us or, failing this, she should at least acquaint
herself with the parliamentary handbook — but that
would be too much like hard work.

Spectrum Journeys
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) (13:46) — I rise
today to talk about my recent visit to a great
organisation in the eastern suburbs, Spectrum Journeys.
People at Spectrum Journeys do important work
supporting young people with autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) and their carers. They work with educators,
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schools and families to assist them in their support of
young people with autism spectrum disorder. Spectrum
Journeys offers a range of practical and low-cost
workshops to increase understanding of ASD and to
develop practical skills and strategies for supporting a
child with ASD.
During my visit, I also learnt about Spectrum Journeys’
Blessing Bag project. The donation-based project
provides carers of children on the spectrum with
beautifully packaged bags full of pampering goods and
an uplifting message to show carers that they are
important, valued and need to take care of themselves
as well.
As the Parliamentary Secretary for Carers and
Volunteers I often meet people who care for children
with autism and hear about the many wonderful and
unique qualities of kids with ASD. There are so many
rewards in caring but also some inherent challenges.
Carers have a profound impact enriching the lives of
others. However, this can often come at a cost to their
own health and wellbeing. That is why organisations
like Spectrum Journeys are so very important. They
provide carers with the support, information and care
they need to look after themselves and the ones
they love.
I am so thrilled to announce that the Andrews Labor
government has been able to give Spectrum Journeys a
much-needed funding boost of $100 000 to continue to
expand their important work, and I thank the Minister
for Housing, Disability and Ageing for his work on
delivering that outcome. A big thankyou to Kate
Johnson and her team from Spectrum Journeys.

North-east link
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (13:47) — This statement
condemns the Andrews Labor government’s reckless
and frankly terrifying lack of foresight in developing
Labor’s major road project, the north-east link. We
hear a lot of boasting from the Premier about his
infrastructure plans, but planning is exactly what is
missing when the Premier talks about infrastructure.
Arup modelling comparing the east–west link and the
north-east link in a recent report found the east–west
link would cut inner-city congestion by 15 per cent.
The north-east link will only cut inner-city congestion
by 5.7 percent. The north-east link planned is not due
to open until 2027. By that time Melbourne’s
population will be over 6 million people. The
north-east link locks in Melbourne’s already terrible
congestion for another decade.
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All this is purely so that Labor does not need to
backflip on the horrendous decision to scrap the east–
west link. It is just madness. The Liberal-Nationals
back both projects but sensibly will build the east–west
link first. We do not pretend that Melbourne’s stifling
inner-city congestion can be fixed with a congestion tax
and dedicated bike lanes. We do not pretend that the
Eastern Freeway and the intersection at Hoddle Street
can cope with an extra 100 000 traffic movements a day
from the north-east link without first building the east–
west link. Like the emperor’s new clothes, behind all
the flashy media and public relations there is no
substance to the north-east link plans.

Rosanna incident
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (13:49) — On the
morning of Friday, 25 May, our local community lost a
young person who died after a collision with a train at
Rosanna station. On behalf of the residents of my
Ivanhoe electorate, I express our heartfelt sympathies to
the person’s family, their friends and their school
community. We acknowledge the first responders and
other health professionals who attended and provided
their expertise and care. We also offer our support to
the construction workers, Metro Trains Melbourne staff
and commuters who were present at this very real
human tragedy. We are thankful for the work of school
support staff, counsellors and the dedicated
professionalism of teaching staff who continue to draw
on their experience and efforts to care for others to this
day. The floral tributes at Rosanna station were a
reminder of loss and a community’s grief and care.
In my time as a working journalist I attended incidents
that were soon determined to have been the result of
such indescribable human tragedy. I respect the
conventions that such matters are not publicly
canvassed in much detail. I simply say that we as
legislators and fellow human beings will redouble our
efforts to support our neighbours and our fellow
citizens in our communities. We cannot predict every
action. However, awareness, empathy, generosity of
spirit, compassion and a desire to affirm the value of
others and their contribution to society cost us nothing.
The human dividend is incalculable. There is a place
for everyone, for connectedness in our community. If
you need assistance, call Lifeline on 13 11 14.

Apsley Primary School
Ms KEALY (Lowan) (13:50) — My office has been
contacted many times regarding the ongoing battle
Apsley Primary School is having with the Department
of Education and Training to gain approval for a school
bus route that collects students from over the South
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Australian border. For the students in South Australia
Apsley Primary School is their closest school and part of
their local community. The students are essential to
assist Apsley Primary School’s student numbers so it
can continue operating. In fact 25 per cent of the
school’s students use this bus route. If there were no
state border at all, the children would immediately
qualify under the school bus program. This is a key
example of why we need a cross-border commissioner
and why The Nationals have committed to implement
that if we are elected in November. Currently the
parents committee of Apsley Primary School are
funding this bus run, which is just astounding, just
because there is this border in the way. I ask the minister
to again look at considering approving this run to ensure
that there is support for Apsley Primary School.

Western Victoria power capacity
Ms KEALY — I ask the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change to urgently address
critical capacity issues on the high-voltage powerline to
western Victoria. The line is almost at capacity and this
is restricting the ability to attract billions of dollars of
local business investment in renewable energy
opportunities in the region. Rather than stubbornly
focusing on the Victorian renewable energy target, the
minister must instead address this critical electricity
capacity issue for western Victoria to allow vital
business investment and jobs growth in our local
region. I would like to congratulate —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The member for
Buninyong.

Country Fire Authority Sebastopol brigade
Mr HOWARD (Buninyong) (13:52) — Yesterday I
joined Sebastopol Country Fire Authority (CFA)
brigade captain Ben Cary along with other brigade
members and Labor’s candidate for Buninyong,
Michaela Settle — also a CFA volunteer — to
celebrate a grant of $23 000 to create an art installation
featuring steel sculptures and lighting, to be located at
the station building to celebrate the 150th anniversary
of the brigade.
Celebrations will take place in November with the
unveiling of the artwork that will recognise the
brigade’s history from 1868 through to the present day.
It will be designed by local artist Julie Collins in
consultation with local brigade members and be
constructed by steel fabricator Derek John. The
sculpture, with the addition of specialised lighting, will
be incorporated into the arches of the old station
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building, casting a striking display that will no doubt
engage many thousands of passers-by day and night.
Under this round of the Andrews Labor government’s
Enhancing Volunteerism Grants program six local
brigades are sharing in over $70 000 allocated across
the Buninyong electorate. The other brigades are
Ballan, Cape Clear, Glen Park, the Grenville group and
Haddon, with funding to support the purchase of
operational equipment, driver training and licensing,
and to deliver local community events to recruit and
engage volunteers.

Country Fire Authority Ballan brigade
Mr HOWARD — I would also like to make special
mention of Ballan Country Fire Authority, with the
Ballan junior leaders receiving the Inclusion and
Fairness Champion Award at last month’s inaugural
Spirit of CFA Awards — great news. I would like to
commend all at Ballan.

Latrobe Valley Soccer League
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (13:53) — I wish to
recognise the Churchill United and Fortuna 60 soccer
clubs for their efforts on Anzac Day this year. The two
clubs once again fought out a tight match and also
raised a staggering $4370 for the Morwell RSL. What a
fantastic achievement. Congratulations must go to the
Latrobe Valley Soccer League, players from both
Churchill United and Fortuna 60 and the community
for their support of this impressive fundraising effort.

Richard Jeffery
Mr NORTHE — On a more sombre note, our
community has lost two extraordinary individuals
recently, which has left our community reeling. Richard
Jeffery was a pillar of our community, and his family
business, Jeffery’s stores, was an iconic feature of the
Traralgon township for many decades. Having a
lifelong passion for health and fitness, Richard was a
dedicated runner and a participant in the very first
Traralgon Marathon back in 1968. In the 1990s he
switched his passion to cycling, completing over
60 events across Australia. Richard was also very active
in his Rotary work and such a kind, gentle and
respected man. Our sincere condolences to his beautiful
wife, Elizabeth, and all the Jeffery family.

Joe Brouns
Mr NORTHE — Our community also tragically
lost Joe ‘Joey’ Brouns, who passed away suddenly in
May, aged 56 years. Joe was not only highly respected
as a player and coach in country basketball circles, but
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he was a wonderful family man and businessperson.
His commitment to basketball in Morwell both on and
off the court has been nothing short of extraordinary. I
think the Morwell Basketball Association summed up
this terrible loss to our community beautifully:
Death leaves a heartache no-one can heal, Joe leaves a
memory no-one can steal.

To his soulmate, Colleen, his beloved children and
family, we offer our heartfelt condolences.

Cheltenham Secondary College
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (13:55) — It was
a special moment last week to join with the Cheltenham
Secondary College school community as we celebrated
the opening of their senior student centre. It was some
four years ago that I stood with the then shadow
Minister for Education, now Deputy Premier and
Minister for Education, to make a very exciting
$7 million announcement that we would upgrade their
school buildings and improve their facilities for the
future. As Cheltenham Secondary College enter their
60th year next year, they will have state-of-the-art
facilities, with a year 12 learning centre and the soon to
be opened — in October–November — year 7 to year 9
learning centre, which we will be very excited to get
back and open later in this year.
I wanted to pay tribute to the school community, who
have done an extraordinary amount of work to bring
this project forward. It was really exciting just to see all
the pride from that school community, the more than
850 students there who call this school home, and to
join my good friend the member for Clarinda to make
that announcement to celebrate that opening with the
school students. I want to acknowledge the former
principals, Keith Muller and Jason Bek, the acting
principal, Karl Russell, and those students who did so
well on the day showing us around these new facilities.
It is a real pride and honour to see that investment
transition into supporting students and supporting the
next generation, who will get on with their skills and
needs in these brand-new facilities. I congratulate
everyone involved.

Deer control
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) (13:56) — The Minister
for Energy, Environment and Climate Change has been
bumping her gums and banging on in the past week
about feral horses and the damage they do to the high
plains. The hyperbole is overwhelming. For those who
have been to and spent time in the High Country, the
commentary demonstrates her ignorance. Had the
minister ever visited the Bogong High Plains or the

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
1694

ASSEMBLY

resort at Falls Creek and talked with locals, then she
would know that feral horses are not the problem. She
would also call them brumbies, but I am tipping that
some spin guru has told them that that term is too
emotive. The minister will tell you, ‘It is terrible; there
are 100 brumbies close to Falls Creek’. Locals will tell
you there is a black stallion with a mob of about 20.
Locals will also tell you that deer numbers are out of
control and conservatively at 700 000 in the High
Country alone. It is the deer who are the real threat; it is
the deer who are turning the moss beds into wallows; it
is the deer who are posing a threat to motorists; it is the
deer who are removing the bark from the snow
gums — not brumbies but deer.
Earlier this week I spoke with a High Country
horseman. Two weekends ago he did not see a single
brumby, but in his words ‘deer were everywhere’. A
farmer showed me night-vision filming of his
paddocks. On just one night in May there were
177 deer on that place alone. Minister, stop trying to
cleanse our country of its colonial history and its High
Country heritage, stop ignoring the cultural value of the
brumby and stop turning a blind eye to the elephant in
the Alps that truly is a feral pest.

Metropolitan Fire Brigade enterprise
bargaining agreement
Ms KNIGHT (Wendouree) (13:58) — I was so
pleased to wake up this morning to hear that the
Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights
Commission (VEOHRC) will be able to participate in
the Metropolitan Fire Brigade workplace deal at the Fair
Work Commission. I want to thank and congratulate
commissioner Kristen Hilton for her tenacity and
courage in intervening in the process and expressing her
concern that the deal was unfair and unfavourable
towards employees that seek to work part-time,
including women, parents and people with a disability.
Our firefighters do a wonderful job in often dangerous
conditions, and it is rewarding work. It is so important
that all our government-funded first responders reflect
the diversity of the community in which they work and
that everyone who is part of our community can have
the opportunity to undertake this work. We cannot let
barriers, such as the absence of part-time work, stop us
from getting the best people for the job.
And to the conspiracy-theorist troll that is @EBATruth,
let me explain something to you: part-time work is not
the casualisation of the workforce. Part-time work
strengthens workforces by allowing everyone the same
opportunity at a career. This is particularly important
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when that workforce is government-funded by
taxpayers — taxpayers who include women, carers and
people with disabilities. The Andrews Labor
government has long been concerned about the culture
of our fire services and has responded by investing in
resources and recruitment campaigns encouraging
diversity and with a commitment to implementing
every single recommendation from the VEOHRC
report. I look forward to the VEOHRC report being
released to guide us further towards world-class fire
services for Victorians and firefighters.

Lifesaving clubs
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) (13:59) —
Twenty years ago almost 70 people drowned in
Victorian coastal waters and inland waterways. The
then coalition government initiated plans to strongly
reinvest in lifesaving club infrastructure and water
safety messaging. In March this year the shadow
Minister for Emergency Services and the Liberal
candidate for Sandringham, Brad Rowswell, announced
that the coalition will work with Life Saving Victoria
and local government to redevelop the Mentone
Lifesaving Club. In May the shadow Minister for
Emergency Services and Brad Rowswell announced
that the coalition would work with Life Saving
Victoria, local government and the Black Rock Life
Saving Club to rebuild the Black Rock Life Saving
Club following early visits to the club last year by the
shadow minister and a visit in May 2018 by the Leader
of the Parliamentary Liberal Party.
Today I especially pay tribute to the advocacy of
president Rebecca Moncrieff and the current
committee, together with past presidents Simon Tucker
and Faye Powderly, who have worked together with all
club members for over a decade to achieve this
outcome. I also pay tribute to Graeme Eddiehausen,
long-term secretary and advocate for clubhouse
renewal. As a former state president of the Royal Life
Saving Society of Australia, Victoria branch, I
understand firsthand the outstanding work undertaken
by Victorian lifesavers, and I also note the outstanding
work done by the former coalition government and the
redevelopment of the Mordialloc Life Saving Club.

Sandfield Reserve skate park
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (14:01) — Earlier this
year I presented to a year 9 civics class at Carrum
Downs Secondary College. Among other things, we
spoke about how each of us can make a difference in
our local community, and I invited students to contact
me if they ever wanted to do something or if they had
any ideas about what we could do for the local
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community. Three months later and completely out of
the blue I received a message from one of those
students, Noah Douglas. He thought I probably would
not remember him, but I did. He said that he had been
thinking about what I said in class, about how everyone
can make a difference. He said what he would really
like to see happen is for the local skate park at
Sandfield Reserve in Carrum Downs to be completed. I
mentioned to Noah that the state government is running
a community grants initiative called Pick My Project
and that finishing the skate park would be a great
project to put up. I let his teachers know about it too.
What happened next was terrific.
Noah, supported by some of the other students, wrote
me a three-page letter outlining his thoughts on the
skate park project. His teachers told me they had never
seen Noah apply himself like this. They said, ‘Noah
worked very, very hard on that letter. I’ve never seen
him so proud of anything, or so passionate about any
project’. I could not be prouder, and I hope he is too.
And now Noah and the other students are about to start
work with Frankston City Council to finalise their
project submission. We will then most definitely be
calling on the local Carrum Downs community to vote
for Noah’s project — to finish the skate park at
Sandfield Reserve in Carrum Downs. Congratulations
to Noah and the students at Carrum Downs Secondary
College for taking such great initiative and showing
such great leadership in our local community.

Santa Maria College
Ms THORPE (Northcote) (14:02) — Last week I
had the honour of attending the Santa Maria College
Sorry Day assembly. I was so moved by the ceremony.
Every single student — that is about 1000 students —
placed a eucalypt leaf in a fire as a symbol of
recognition and respect. This took place in front of a big
sign saying ‘Sorry’. There was an amazing choir that
did spoken word, and what they said was powerful.
They spoke of truth and justice, and put a lump in my
throat. I was also very impressed by the intellect and
sense of social justice the young women demonstrated.
I was asked about racism, treaty and a way forward for
us all. I want to thank Santa Maria College for their
invitation. I am proud to have such a socially conscious
school in my electorate. It provides hope for our future.

Family violence prevention
Ms THOMSON (Footscray) (14:03) — Last
Wednesday I had the pleasure of joining the Minister
for the Prevention of Family Violence and Minister for
Women at the Footscray Park campus of Victoria
University (VU), where she announced a
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$400 000 funding package for family violence
prevention programs in Melbourne’s west. Family
violence is a scourge. It hurts people, families,
communities and the economy. If we can stop it before
it happens, we can reduce this hurt and eliminate the
need to deal with family violence’s devastating
consequences. That is why I am so proud to be part of
the Andrews Labor government, which has taken on
the problem of family violence and is helping to
find solutions.
Victoria University was given a grant of $100 000 to
help women on campus actually speak out against
violence and expose it. The Women’s Information and
Referral Exchange (WIRE) has secured $100 000 to
train WIRE volunteers to have conversations with the
community on gender equality issues. HealthWest will
receive $140 000 to work with non-English speaking
background students at VU and talk to them about what
causes family violence and how to avoid it. The
Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative will receive
$50 000, together with IPC Health, to engage elders in
training to address the drivers of violence in the
Aboriginal community.

Wilton ‘Bill’ Wells
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (14:05) — I rise to
remember Wilton Wells, known to all in the Liberal
Party as Bill Wells and Norma’s ever reliable and trusty
chauffeur. Bill died last week following an accident,
and his funeral is today in Ararat. It is the volunteer
stalwarts like Bill Wells who help make and support the
Liberal Party, particularly in country and regional
Victoria. For as long as I can remember in the Liberal
Party, Norma and Bill Wells have been everywhere,
supporting all manner of events and Liberal Party
functions and committees. They have over a very long
time always put their money where their mouth is and
have supported electorates from one end of the state to
the other. I for one will always be most grateful to Bill,
who throughout my by-election campaign in 2015
supported my campaign, and between them, he and
Norma gave up four full weeks to help me campaign.
Thank you, Bill.

Rural and regional doctors
Mr RIORDAN — The plight of small rural towns in
finding and keeping doctors is always a hard one. I wish
to acknowledge the hard work, perseverance and
commitment of the Skipton community in their quest to
keep Dr Mohammed Al Naima. Dr Mohammed’s quest
to stay practising as the local GP in Skipton highlights
the lack of real support from the accrediting authorities
to help get real doctors in desperate communities.
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Currently doctor-sponsoring agencies are the only ones
that can support small hospitals and communities. These
training agencies have the perverse incentive of turning
over doctors in training places, rather than being
rewarded for keeping doctors in high-need areas. In
other words, training organisations make money from a
throughput of doctors, whether they succeed or not,
rather than being rewarded for fulfilling the needs of
many desperate communities. I call on this government
to immediately review the support currently in place for
doctors who wish to work in rural areas such as Skipton.

Overton Road, Seaford, level crossing
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (14:06) — It was
amazing to witness the 24th and final U-trough section
being put into position at the Overton Road rail bridge
last week. The final section went into place
mid-afternoon last Sunday and completes the bridge
structure, with rail already being installed, ready for
trains to use. Later this month trains will begin using
the bridge, and vehicles and pedestrians will have sole
use of the roadway underneath, which means no more
20-minute waits and delays getting from the east side to
the west side of the rail line in Frankston. I would like
to put on record my huge thanks to all the crews on site.
They are doing an absolutely amazing job.

Peninsula Health
Mr EDBROOKE — I was very proud last week to
be a guest speaker at the Crazy Socks 4 Docs breakfast
at Peninsula Health — at the Frankston Hospital. We
never really stop to think about how the healthcare
professionals that look after us manage the issues and
trauma they are confronted with; that is not even to say
that some of the personal issues that they have we all
have as well. The latest statistics alarmingly show one
in four doctors have had suicidal thoughts, one in
50 doctors have attempted suicide and one in four
doctors have been treated for or are currently being
treated for depression. I support Crazy Socks 4 Docs,
and I say thank you to the creator of Crazy Socks 4
Docs day, Dr Geoff Toogood at Peninsula Health. He is
a great man.

Derinya Primary School
Mr EDBROOKE — Work started on the Derinya
Primary School kitchen garden last week. Frankston
South students will soon learn how to grow and prepare
their own food. This program is being co-funded by the
school community and the government. Last week the
Minister for Education visited the school —
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Thomson) — The
member’s time has expired.

Chinese Australian oral history project
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) (14:08) — Today
in the Parliament I rise to congratulate the Chinese
Australian oral history project. I had the privilege of
attending the inauguration ceremony last Sunday. The
project will capture the significant contribution of
Chinese Australians, not only to the state of Victoria
but also to Australia. I want to thank all the volunteers
involved with the project, in particular Mr Xu and
Mr Sun, for all their hard work and dedication. I will
continue to support the project.

BUDGET PAPERS 2018–19
Debate resumed from 22 May; motion of
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance):
That this house takes note of the 2018–19 budget papers.

Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) (14:09) — I will
continue on from where I ended my contribution on the
budget papers on 22 May. The current Victorian
opposition is foolish not to enthusiastically support the
TAFE funding initiatives in the budget after their
appalling record in government in the TAFE space.
This gives a very bad image to the Liberal-National
coalition brand as TAFE haters, especially when the
federal Liberal-National government is taking out
$277 million from TAFE funding in this federal budget.
It is not unreasonable for Victorians to believe that if
the opposition falls into government accidentally this
November, it will reverse the good budget initiatives of
this government at the first opportunity available to it,
as its members have not recorded their appreciation of
any of these budget initiatives. Governments should
plan their budgets in a fiscally responsible way. That is
exactly the guiding principle of this budget —
delivering an estimated operating surplus of $1.4 billion
and surpluses of $2.4 billion over the forward estimates
and also maintaining a AAA credit rating.
Victoria was leading the nation with growth in real
gross state product of 3.3 per cent in 2016–17 — the
strongest of all states and well above the national
average of 2 per cent gross domestic product. Building
Victoria will always be underpinned by a skilled
workforce. The Andrews government deserves the
badge of honour as the government skilling Victorians
by opening up TAFE colleges that were closed down
by the previous coalition regime. As previously
mentioned, in this budget the government has invested
$172 million to make 30 priority TAFE courses and
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18 preapprenticeship courses completely free of charge.
These courses include certificates in the areas of mental
health, disability, education, community support and
many other important ones to provide good quality
services to the Victorian community. TAFEs will also
extend their hours so that they are open from 6.00 a.m.
to 10.00 p.m. and operate on Saturdays to provide an
opportunity for those who are currently working to
enhance their skills. This will make sure every
Victorian who wants to get a job in these important
service areas can get free quality training and qualify
themselves. What a sensible approach in this budget to
building knowledge and skills in Victoria.
In Cranbourne, according to the 2016 census,
technicians and trade workers represent 16.3 per cent of
the working population compared to 13.1 per cent
across Victoria. Machinery operators and drivers make
up 10.9 per cent of the population in Cranbourne
compared to Victoria, which is 5.8 per cent. This
investment in skills and development is a great
initiative for my constituents in Cranbourne. The
Andrews government budget has delivered generously
on knowledge enhancement for future generations in
my electorate. The Andrews government has the vision
to modernise new educational facility arrangements by
building more co-located early years centres at new
schools, making pick-up and drop-off times easier for
parents. This arrangement also provides greater support
for children transitioning from kinder to school. These
initiatives enormously benefit Cranbourne and
surrounding areas where middle-income families,
invariably with both parents in the workforce, have
chosen to live.
The Andrews government is making history in
Australia by providing funding in this budget to provide
language programs in kinders. What an exciting
initiative. Starting next year a $17.9 million rollout will
see specialist language classes conducted in 120 kinders
across Victoria. On top of this, another 10 kinders will
have up to half of their daily curriculum delivered in
another language. This will make Victoria the bilingual
capital of Australia in the future.
As part of this budget’s initiative of building and
planning 28 new schools and upgrading 130 existing
schools, $16.5 million has been allocated to build the
new Botanic Ridge Primary School with a co-located
early learning centre. The school will be built for 475
students and is still scheduled to open in January 2020.
There is also an allocation of $20.1 million to build
Casey Fields primary school. This school will also be
built for 525 students and, again, it will also be open in
January 2020. The budget allocates $20.8 million to
build Clyde north-east primary school and for land
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acquisition for the new Cranbourne West Primary
School and special school. Clyde north-east primary
will be built for 525 students and, again, it will open in
January 2020. What this means is that by 2020 primary
school education capacity in my electorate will be
increased by 1525 students. This certainly will alleviate
enrolment pressures for surrounding schools in meeting
the demands of a growing population. A budget
allocation of this dimension in a single budget for the
Cranbourne electorate is historic. Unfortunately under
the coalition in 2014 there was not a single new school
land acquisition in Victoria.
The Cranbourne community broadly and the
Melbourne Football Club specifically are delighted by
the budget announcement of a $5 million investment
into Casey Fields. The funding will enable Melbourne
Football Club to accelerate the expansion of AFL
Women’s at Casey Fields. This funding for the facility
will further strengthen the opportunities for girls in
south-east Victoria to have a clear pathway to play elite
football. This initiative is part of a $241 million boost
for women and community support in the Victorian
budget. At present Cranbourne is one of the
fastest-growing suburbs in Australia. Cranbourne has
been attractive for young families starting life and
moving into their first home due to comparatively
moderate housing prices.
Among the rapid growth in population is a substantial
number of young professionals who take the train to the
city on a daily basis. Reliable train services from
Cranbourne to the city and back are paramount to my
constituents. That is why I am pleased about the budget
announcement of $572 million to upgrade power and
signals on the Cranbourne rail line. This is fantastic
news for the large number of Cranbourne commuters
travelling daily to work in industrial pockets such as
Dandenong, Mulgrave and the city centre. Furthermore,
duplicating the 10 kilometres of single track on the
Dandenong-Cranbourne line will minimise
cancellations and commuters will be able to enjoy a
direct ride from Cranbourne to Melbourne and back
more frequently.
This upgrade is paving the way for the Cranbourne line
duplication, and funding has been allocated to
undertake detailed design work to enable the new
high-capacity metro trains to run to Cranbourne.
Cranbourne residents were thrilled to hear the
announcement of the allocation of planning money to
duplicate the Cranbourne line. This is on top of the
Andrews Labor government’s announcement that it
will set aside $3 million to buy land for a rail station in
fast-growing Cranbourne East. This will make a huge
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difference to car dependency, reducing clogged roads
and environmental pollution.
Thompsons Road is the major east–west arterial
running across the Cranbourne electorate and
continuing through the Carrum electorate. On an
average day estimated vehicle trips of around 26 000
take place along Thompsons Road. The duplication and
upgrade of Thompsons Road has been a Labor legacy. I
can proudly state that all upgrades of sections of this
road have been undertaken only by successive Labor
governments. When the opposition was in government
between 2010 and 2014, shamefully nothing was done
about this road. Cranbourne residents are thrilled to see
that this government is getting on with upgrading our
local roads. A previous budget allocated $175 million
to duplicate Thompsons Roads and remove the
dangerous and congested level crossing at Merinda
Park. On top of that previous funding, this budget has
allocated funding to further upgrade Thompsons Road.
It will fund the upgrade of two roundabout intersections
on Thompsons Road to signalised intersections. These
are the intersections at Thompsons Road and
Frankston-Dandenong Road, and Thompsons Road and
Narre Warren-Cranbourne Road. This makes a lot of
sense since both Frankston-Dandenong Road and
Thompsons Road carry heavy traffic volumes not just
at peak hour but right throughout the day.
This budget also allocates funding to duplicate
4 kilometres of Narre Warren-Cranbourne Road from
Thompsons Road to the South Gippsland Highway
from two lanes to four lanes. This includes shared-use
paths on both sides and continuous safety barriers
wherever possible. This road enhancement will also
include signalling for four intersections along the
alignment — one new and three existing signalised
intersections. I commend the motion to the house.
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) (14:21) — I rise to
make a contribution to the debate on the Victorian state
budget. I do so with great regret for the residents of
Glen Waverley and Mount Waverley, who
unfortunately again are going to bear the brunt of the
Victorian Labor government’s callous cuts which will
hurt local residents in Glen Waverley and
Mount Waverley.
I did hold out some hope that the cuts that the
government had put in place for residents in my district
in their first, their second and their third budgets may
have been reversed. I hoped that the cuts which made
life more difficult rather than less difficult may have
been addressed. For over three years I have come into
this Parliament and fought very strongly for the
interests of Glen Waverley and Mount Waverley
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residents against these cuts — cuts in education, cuts in
health, cuts in police and emergency services, increases
in taxes, increases in cost of living. I thought and held
out some hope that the government may have heeded
the advice, but unfortunately it is like groundhog day:
we are back here again. There are more cuts and more
hurt for the residents of my district.
Whilst those members on the other side will no doubt
be hoping that this contribution is shorter rather than
longer, I will continue to stand up for the interests of
Glen Waverley and Mount Waverley. We do not have
to look too far in relation to the damage that this
government has done to schools in Glen Waverley and
Mount Waverley. Of course the previous
Liberal-Nationals coalition government signed off on
three significant rebuilds when we were in office for
schools that even the Victorian branch of the Labor
Party conceded needed to be done. They were Mount
Waverley Secondary College — the middle and senior
campus — the Glen Waverley Primary School rebuild
and the Brentwood Secondary College rebuild. All
three of those rebuild projects were cancelled —
scrapped — by this government.
The cancellation of the Mount Waverley Secondary
College rebuild has meant that students who are in one
learning environment in the junior campus, rather than
coming across and having a completed middle and
senior campus, as would have been the case if those
projects were not cancelled, are now going into
facilities that are simply inadequate both in capacity
and also in their condition. As I said, I just shake my
head and ask, ‘How can this government have
implemented these cuts when we could have been
celebrating the great opportunities at that school for
students at the middle and senior campus?’.
It is the same at Glen Waverley Primary School. Its
rebuild was signed off by the previous Liberal-Nationals
coalition government. It is a school in desperate need of
a rebuild. It is a school that is bursting at the seams. It is
a school that has some very, very good education
outcomes, but it is being held back as a consequence of
its facilities not being addressed by this government.
That is why the previous government signed that rebuild
off. Unfortunately again it has been cut by this
government. The government is putting some money
into a school hall rebuild at Glen Waverley Primary
School — I welcome that — but a school hall rebuild
does not cut the mustard in Glen Waverley for residents
who have had a school rebuild cut.
Brentwood Secondary College is a school that has gone
from 800 students to nearly 1700 students and has not
had substantial state capital works done on it for many
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decades. Again its rebuild was signed off by the
previous Liberal-Nationals government and when the
Victorian Labor government came to power, they cut
the project. Rather than looking at Brentwood
Secondary College in the last year of this parliamentary
term and providing a facility that was appropriate to
meet the needs of students, those students have the same
tired, ageing infrastructure. It is just not good enough.
You can add that to the general decline in education
standards that we have seen under this government on a
number of key benchmarks. You can look at the fact
that this government has not done anything to de-clutter
the curriculum. When you look at this government’s
outrageous stripping of parental rights in education,
whether it is by forcing gender-fluid theory on people
through the Safe Schools program or other ways in
which this government is removing the rights of parents
to raise their children consistent with their values and
principles, or when you look at the government’s
determination to strip non-government schools,
faith-based schools, of equal opportunity exemptions,
this all paints a really worrying picture, and it lets the
communities of Glen Waverley and Mount Waverley
down in the state budget.
Sadly in addition to the cuts in education, we have had
significant cuts to police resources in the Monash police
service area (PSA), particularly for victims. Not just in
Monash, I should say, but the Chief Commissioner of
Police has clearly identified that over this parliamentary
term this government, rather than increase it, has cut the
number of police in our state. We have felt that in Glen
Waverley and Mount Waverley and within Monash
PSA, and I know that a number of other areas have felt
it too. I know that the member for East Gippsland has
felt it. The member for Nepean has talked about it, and
the member for Burwood has also talked about it. These
cuts actually have an impact on public safety.
What have we experienced in Glen Waverley and
Mount Waverley? The Mount Waverley police station
is a station that the previous Liberal-Nationals
government saved from the real estate agents and saved
from the bulldozers coming through. It was planned to
be shut and demolished by the Brumby government. It
was renovated and restored by the Liberal-Nationals
government, and resourcing was provided. It had a
counter service from 7.00 a.m. until 11.00 p.m., seven
days a week. Of course this government has cut that to
8.00 a.m. until 4.00 p.m., Monday to Friday. What that
means is that if you need to go to the police station in
Mount Waverley you have actually lost that service.
In addition to that, there have been cuts to the Glen
Waverley police station, which have reduced the
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capacity of officers to undertake the necessary patrols.
Sadly we have heard of the ambition and plan of the
Victorian branch of the Labor Party to shut not one, not
two, not three but four police stations in the Monash
PSA. That has been said on the record by senior
members of the Labor Party: they want to shut the
Mount Waverley, Glen Waverley Oakleigh and
Clayton police stations. Senior members of the Labor
Party have put that on the public record, whether it is in
council meetings or other public forums. To this day
they still believe these police stations should be shut,
they should be sold and that our community should lose
those services.
The Liberal-Nationals coalition will continue to fight
for those stations. We saved Mount Waverley police
station when we were in government last time. We will
continue to fight to ensure our local communities have
local policing. I note also that senior members of the
Labor Party have labelled the plan to refurbish and
reopen the Murrumbeena police station as — and I
quote — ‘ludicrous’. We do not think that is ludicrous.
We think that is an important step in our plan to
improve public safety, and we will continue to do that.
I spoke with great sadness in relation to those cuts to
public safety because they really do flow through to the
crime statistics in Mount Waverley and Glen Waverley.
Of course since the Andrews government was elected
there has been a 66 per cent increase in crime in Mount
Waverley, based on statistics from the Crime Statistics
Agency. There has been an 18 per cent increase in Glen
Waverley over the same time. That is nothing to
celebrate as a local member. That deeply disturbs me
because behind all those statistics are victims —
victims of crime who have been let down by this
government because they have cut police resources in
Glen Waverley and Mount Waverley. They have failed
to strengthen our bail laws. They have failed to act on
sentencing. They have failed to plan for one of the most
significant roles of government, and that is to keep our
community safe.
I must say I do give credit to the current Minister for
Police in that at least she indicated that people do not
feel safe in their homes.
Mr Pearson interjected.
Mr GIDLEY — I note that the member for
Essendon and others continue to seek to shout down the
representative of Mount Waverley, but I will not stop
fighting for my community. I will not stop fighting for
victims of crime, who are laughed at by the Labor
Party. Behind those statistics there are victims of
serious crime, and that is why our plan is so
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comprehensive — to ensure local police stations remain
open, to ensure that our police resources continue to
meet the growing needs of the crime trend —
Mr Pearson interjected.
Mr GIDLEY — and to ensure that those victims of
crime do not get shouted at or laughed at by people like
the member for Essendon, that those victims of crime
are treated with the respect and dignity they deserve in
contributions from members of the house. If members
of the Victorian branch of the Labor Party want to
laugh at victims of crime, then that is a matter for them,
but we will continue to stand up for those victims.
Then we look at the increases in state government taxes
and the increases in the cost of living as a consequence
of this Victorian Labor government. Let us remember:
what did the government say before the last election?
What did the government say to people in relation to its
plans for taxes and charges before the last election? The
night before the 2014 state election the member for
Mulgrave —
Mr Pearson interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Thomson) — The
member for Essendon!
Mr GIDLEY — I know members of the Labor
Party will not want to hear this because they do not like
hearing the truth, but when the member for Mulgrave,
the current Premier, was interviewed by Peter Mitchell
on Seven News he said, and I quote:
Daniel Andrews, all the polls say you will be Victoria’s next
Premier. If you are, do you promise … here tonight that you
will not increase taxes or introduce any new taxes?

What was the response of the member for Mulgrave,
the current Premier?
I make that promise, Peter, to every single Victorian.

They were the words of this Premier and this Victorian
Labor Party before the election on what they would do
for families and for small and medium-sized
businesses. Let us contrast that with what they have
delivered, which is 12 new or increased taxes. They
have introduced a new city access tax for the West Gate
tunnel, tripled the brown coal royalties, introduced
Uber and taxi fare taxes, increased stamp duty on new
cars, introduced a new stamp duty for off-the-plan
purchases, introduced a new so-called vacant home tax,
introduced new annual property valuations to increase
land tax, introduced a new stamp duty on property
transfers between spouses, introduced a new
point-of-consumption gambling tax, introduced a new
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land tax surcharge for absentee owners, introduced a
new stamp duty surcharge for foreign purchasers and
increased the fire services property levy. That is the
record. They are the facts — compared to what this
Premier said to households, to families and to small and
medium-sized businesses before the last state election.
If you drill down on those figures, again, like the crime
stats, the tragedy is that there are victims behind those
statistics. There has been a 20 per cent payroll tax
increase. There are victims behind the 20 per cent
increase in payroll tax, because there is no question that
that has led to less rather than more employment
opportunities and all of the benefits that those
employment opportunities bring to people — bring to
households, bring to families.
Of course we know that whenever there is an increase
in land tax — and I notice that land tax has increased
77 per cent under this government — that will flow
through to small and medium-sized businesses. At
Mount Waverley Village or at Syndal shopping centre
or at Kerrie Road, all of those properties there —
whether or not it is the Bakers Delight or it is another
bakery or it is the butcher, the fruit shop or the milk
bar — have got higher costs as a result of the 77 per
cent increase in land tax under this government, and
there is no question that that increase in land tax flows
through to the prices of goods and services that
households and families and individuals in my
electorate are paying. Again, they are the victims
behind those shocking figures, that shocking record of
this Victorian Labor government.
Duty on vehicle registration and transfers has increased
by 36 per cent. For some of us who live in our
electorates — for some of us who do not live in Fitzroy,
for example, or do not live in the very inner part of
Melbourne — we actually do need a motor vehicle.
You might have a family with somebody who has
turned 18 years of age or a family whose circumstances
have changed, and they therefore need another motor
vehicle, but rather than making it easier for families and
households to purchase another vehicle, this
government has made it harder as a consequence of
increasing that duty on vehicle registration transfers by
36 per cent.
They are the facts of this budget for the residents of
Glen Waverley and Mount Waverley: higher taxes,
higher costs of living, more pain, higher gas prices,
higher electricity prices, school rebuilds cancelled and
schools shut by this government — Brentwood
Secondary College, Glen Waverley Primary School and
Mount Waverley Secondary College, the middle and
senior campus. In addition to that is the massive
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increase in crime in Mount Waverley and Glen
Waverley under the record of this government and the
closure of the Mount Waverley police station after
4.00 p.m. Monday to Friday. As if it was not bad
enough that residents in Glen Waverley and Mount
Waverley have been hit by higher taxes and charges or
it was not bad enough that they have been hit by
reductions in services — whether or not it is police, it is
schools or it is other public services — they are now
told by senior members of the Labor Party that there is
more to come, that really those four police stations in
Oakleigh, Mount Waverley, Glen Waverley and
Clayton should also be shut.
The Victorian branch of the Labor Party has already
closed Mount Waverley police station in the evening.
The plans are there; what has been said is on the record.
I just plead to this government: stop attacking the
residents of Glen Waverley and Mount Waverley; stop
making life harder for them, because whilst you keep
seeking to shout us down, we will continue to fight very
strongly for their interests against these cuts.
Mr LIM (Clarinda) (14:36) — I am very delighted
to rise today to speak on the budget. It would be remiss
of me not to mention that for the past 22 years that I
have been a member of this place this is the best
budget we have ever had for Victoria, and I am just so
very pleased and so very proud to be speaking on it. Of
course the Victorian budget for 2018–19 will deliver
new skills, good jobs, more schools, more hospitals
and better roads for all Victorians. For my constituents
this means having the modern classrooms and school
facilities they need to get the great education
they deserve.
In late April I was delighted to announce that Westall
Primary School and Westall Secondary College will
share $12.3 million in the 2018–19 budget to deliver on
the first major stage of their regeneration project. That
$12.3 million will see the construction of a new library
at the primary school, as well as a gymnasium, art and
music facilities and new outdoor courts at the
secondary college. Planning for the project is already
well underway and they have since completed the
masterplan. It really is a fantastic design, one that is
based on the latest approach to education and
incorporating learning and communal spaces that are
flexible, open and friendly, and I am delighted to see
the project moving forward.
Every student deserves access to a great local school
with first-rate classrooms and facilities, and that is what
we are delivering in my electorate and across the state.
This $12.3 million investment forms part of an
unprecedented $2.8 billion investment to improve
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classrooms, upgrade facilities and build new schools
across the Education State.
Funding has also been allocated to fully masterplan
Huntingdale Primary School. Plans will be designed
shortly to best fit the school’s needs whilst providing
the opportunity for more students to engage in the
school’s educational direction. An amount of $400 000
has also been provided to undertake an immediate
upgrade to the school oval.
And we cannot forget Monash Children’s Hospital
School — $13.8 million. Monash Children’s Hospital
School is a wonderful school that I was lucky enough to
visit early last month, together with the member for
Oakleigh. We were just blown away by what is
happening there. This amazing school was established
to provide educational support for children who are
inpatients and outpatients of Monash Children’s
Hospital. It was a privilege and an honour to see the
staff at the school delivering education services
alongside patient treatment and recovery. Some of the
kids have significant health conditions and problems —
some were at risk of disengaging or were unable to
attend their regular schools due to their health
condition — and to see them thriving was an amazing
experience. I am delighted to see this funding of
$13.8 million. It is important funding that will ensure
the continuity of education for all children, regardless
of their health condition.
While I am talking about health, the budget will
provide for the Monash Clayton emergency department
crisis hub. This will be one of six new emergency
department crisis hubs where those with a mental
illness can get the urgent treatment they need, easing
pressure on our hospitals. All up the total investment in
these hubs will be $100.5 million, which is
unprecedented. Right now many local people are
struggling with mental illness, and these new hubs will
ensure that people presenting with mental health issues
get the right support, sooner. We are talking about
24-hour, short-stay units to treat people in crisis, and
patients being fully assessed and treated by an
emergency doctor and mental health team made up of
psychiatrists, mental health nurses and social workers.
This is a really great initiative, and I am proud to see
the funding allocated to make this happen. I am also
proud of the $543 million allocated to the Victorian
Heart Hospital, Australia’s first standalone cardiac
hospital. We all should be very proud and walking tall
with this hospital coming.
This year’s budget also includes $1 million for the
Eastern Regional Trails Strategy to construct a network
of shared hiking and cycling trails, while $300 000 will
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go towards sports field planning for Kingston’s green
wedge, an initiative that is very close to the hearts of
many of my constituents.
In public transport it is great to see planning money for
the future light rail connection to the Monash National
Employment and Innovation Cluster — $3 million
allocated there — and great to see increased train
service frequency between Dandenong and the city
from 7.00 p.m. to 10.00 p.m., which is part of the
Andrews Labor government’s commitment to more
trains and less level crossings.
In roads, a planning study will help determine the
treatments required to minimise congestion and reduce
the number and severity of crashes on this stretch of
road, and $300 000 will be well spent on improving the
safety of our roads and addressing congestion. There is
also $712 million being provided to the Monash
corridor upgrade for the second stage of the project,
which will expand the Monash Freeway, with
additional lanes between Warrigal Road and EastLink
reducing congestion and improving travel time for my
constituents and for travellers through the south-east.
There is also the Mordialloc bypass. There is new
funding in addition to the $300 million that was
provided in the 2017–18 budget. This additional
funding of $75 million will be provided to upgrade the
proposed bypass from an arterial road to a freeway
connection between Mornington Peninsula Freeway at
Springvale Road and Dingley bypass in my electorate.
This is significant. It means no traffic lights from start
to finish. It means significant reductions in average
travel time and decreased congestion along the route
and other arterial roads in the south-east. This is
something that a lot of my constituents were very happy
to hear; they talk about it non-stop, as do so many of
the member for Mordialloc’s constituents.
It really is a fantastic budget. It is delivering for my
constituents — delivering more schools, better schools
and better roads for all of us. I have a very, very
multicultural electorate. On the multicultural front — I
could keep talking on this all day — I am really glad to
see the $17.1 million that the Minister for Multicultural
Affairs had the honour to inform the house of. The
investment in the Multicultural Community
Infrastructure Fund is very significant. This is a really
important initiative that helps improve community
infrastructure, expands programs and provides security
upgrades for multicultural community centres. Many
of these community centres are located in my
electorate and in the City of Greater Dandenong, which
has long held claim to being the most culturally diverse
city in Victoria.
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One of these facilities is the Cambodian Association of
Victoria. Earlier this year they received some support
under the Community Infrastructure and Cultural
Precincts Fund, probably one of the first supports for
the community group ever. Soon the association will
commence construction of a traditional gate and
fencing there at the community facility. This will be for
security, but it will also be an opportunity to showcase
traditional Cambodian culture. The gate and fencing at
the facility will be constructed in Banteay Srei temple
style, which is dated from 967 to 1000 AD and attracts
so many millions of tourists to Cambodia. It is known
for its small-scale, extremely refined and delicate
sculptures and carvings.
The cultural significance of these upgrades is very
important for the growing Cambodian community in
my electorate. However, the fence will also enhance the
Springvale streetscape and showcase the Cambodian
identity within this vibrant and dynamic cultural
precinct. Located in full view of trains passing through
Melbourne’s busiest railway corridor, the new gate and
fencing will join other prominent culturally themed
infrastructure, such as the Chua Quan Thanh
Chinese-Vietnamese Buddhist temple and the
St Athanasios Greek Orthodox Church. So this
investment in community infrastructure is a very
welcome investment amongst my constituents.
Another welcome investment is the extra $1.4 million
to increase the multicultural festivals and events
program for non-profit organisations. This is indeed a
very popular program among many community groups
in my electorate. I am really looking forward to many
of the events that have been funded and those that will
be funded under this program. I often hear from my
constituents how important it is to have the opportunity
to showcase one’s culture here in Victoria. It has made
me so happy and proud to see the pride and energy that
has been invested in these festivals and events by our
vibrant multicultural communities, and it makes me
very happy to see these extra funds from our
government made available to them.
There is also generous support for a
whole-of-government approach to tackling youth
offending at its source. Last month I rose to speak on
the Serious Offenders Bill 2018 — another bill that
continues to build on this government’s commitment to
community safety. I spoke about the significant
decrease in recorded offences and criminal incidents in
my electorate, which comes as a result of more police at
the local level. That is why I was opposed to the
member for Mount Waverley disparaging us for the
crime rate — I do not know where his statistics were
coming from. But here in my electorate of Clarinda I
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am delighted to report that of all the cities in my
electorate, it is the City of Greater Dandenong —
Australia’s most culturally diverse community — that
has had the greatest decrease in criminal incidents. It
pleases me to no end to again remind everyone that in
the most multicultural community not only in this state
but in this country crime is down by more than 11 per
cent. These are very promising statistics, but we know
that there is more work to be done, and this budget and
this investment is just one more example of that.
The budget includes $15 million to tackle youth
offending at its source. I have been in the electorate for
22 years. I have been there; I have heard it and seen it.
We saw the experience of the Indochinese youth when
they came during the early 1980s and up to the
mid-1990s. We had so many problems. We saw
overdoses in Springvale public toilets almost every
other week. There were many problems that they
encountered which we had to handle. So we had that
experience. This funding to now tackle youth offenders
is indeed a very, very significant contribution from the
government to look at this problem.
I am fully aware that time is running short, and I
certainly have got a lot more to share with other
members on the multicultural affairs front, but I am
very happy to see that $14.1 million will be provided to
implement the recommendations of the independent
Expert Panel on Terrorism and Violent Extremism
Prevention and Response Powers to strengthen
preventative efforts to counter all forms of violent
extremism. There is no place for violent extremism in
our state, in our country or in our communities. As I
said, my constituents are looking for safer communities,
more inclusive communities and more connected
communities. I am proud to have recommended several
community initiatives in my electorate and the
surrounding suburbs that are working towards these
goals. Some great community initiatives have been
developed to support the development of disengaged
and marginalised migrant youth through early
intervention, through mentoring, through sport and
recreational activities, through information sessions and
through visits to various places of worship. It has been
great to see so many things happening.
I have nothing but very, very great admiration for this
government that has done so much and has put its
money where its mouth is. We all have to be very, very
grateful for this budget. We are very proud of this
budget. I know this is going to be a talking point to no
end. I have never seen so many happy faces among my
colleagues. We keep smiling non-stop. We can
continue to be proud.
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Mr DIXON (Nepean) (14:51) — If you look at a
map of Victoria and you draw a line along the southern
boundary of the electorate of Frankston, there are three
state electorates underneath it — Mornington, Nepean
and Hastings — and between all three of us we actually
got nothing in the budget. Unfortunately that has been
the sorry story for my constituents and my
communities — it is a very consistent story and a tale
of woe — over successive Labor budgets. Labor have
been in government in Victoria for 15 out of the last
19 years and the Mornington Peninsula has got very,
very little to show from their governments. Even in
2002 when Nepean was the most marginal seat in the
state there was still no money; we were just neglected.
You might think, ‘Yes, for one or two terms this might
be the way it goes, this is the way politics is’, but we
are looking at decades now of total neglect and very,
very little money being spent — in my last term
representing the people of Nepean there has been
absolutely nothing in the budget for all those vital
services my community is missing out on.
There is a misconception about my community. People
think of it as a place full of rich holidaymakers and
superannuants and retirees rolling in money, but that is
just not the case. In fact I have the oldest age profile
electorate in the state by a long shot — 27 per cent of
my electorate is aged above 65; the next nearest
electorate is 20 per cent — and I have I think about the
fifth poorest electorate in terms of income. That is the
reality of my electorate. Even though there might be a
high degree of home ownership, most of those home
owners are pensioners — they are surviving on
pensions or they are, as self-funded retirees, not earning
very much on their investments at all. So there is very,
very little disposable income in my electorate, hence
that very, very low socio-economic ranking that we
have. That is the everyday reality, and we are just not
getting the services that state governments should
provide to a community like that.
I want to run through some of those needs — for
example, public transport. Public transport is very, very
important to the people of the Mornington Peninsula.
We have got a large elderly population and because of
that many of my constituents do not drive. Many are of
the generation where females did not drive; the
husbands tended to do that. Obviously many wives
outlive their husbands, and they are therefore stranded.
With that incredibly high level of disadvantage that we
have in the electorate as well, many people cannot
afford to run a car. Because of the geography of the
Mornington Peninsula, there is only one way to go to
access services, and that is up the peninsula to the
Frankston area for a lot of the services that are required,
whether they be medical or shopping or a whole range
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of other services that people require. Training,
education, further education — the only way to get
there if you do not have a car and cannot afford a car is
the route 788 bus.
If you want to go to Melbourne, it takes longer to get
from Rosebud to Melbourne than if you were travelling
from Traralgon to Melbourne or Ballarat to Melbourne
or Bendigo to Melbourne or Geelong to Melbourne. It
takes longer by public transport if you get the bus and
because the bus is so crowded it often just drives past
bus stops. In fact a couple of families have mentioned
to me recently that their schoolchildren have been left
behind and have been late for school because the bus
was too full and they were not allowed on. I recently
referenced a Public Transport Victoria (PTV) document
in this place which actually makes recommendations
that the service should be improved. It says the bus is
dangerous and dangerously overcrowded, and that is
the reality. So we need more services. We need them to
be brought up to the level of a city electorate. The bus
goes to the Frankston railway station. If you get to
Frankston station and you want to go to Frankston
Hospital or to the medical precinct or to Monash
University, you actually then have to catch another bus
to get to those areas, which are only a matter of 1 or
2 kilometres away but are obviously unwalkable,
especially for elderly residents.
For the bus to go past Frankston station and finish at
Monash University via the Frankston Hospital and
medical precinct I think would be a very good
suggestion. That was put forward to the government as
an option, as was having some express services because
it actually takes an hour and a half to go from Rosebud
to Frankston. If you drive, it takes about 35 minutes in a
car. To relieve some of that congestion of cars on the
freeway but also to relieve some of those overcrowded
buses, it would be important to have some express
services from the southern peninsula right through to
Frankston, especially in the morning and afternoon in
the peak times. Again, these are all options that have
been given to the government, and consistently they
have been ignored. When you see a report to PTV that
says they are worried about the dangers and the safety
issues on our buses, let alone the lack of service to a
very poor electorate that needs that service because it is
its only service, that is an indictment of this government.
Moving onto roads, after the construction of the
Peninsula Link more traffic is coming down to the
Mornington Peninsula. The Mornington Peninsula
Freeway is the only freeway in Victoria running
through a built-up area that has no sound barriers. As
you can imagine the traffic has increased. The
population has increased over the last 10 to
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15 years, and now we have houses abutting the
freeway with residents living in them — not holiday
houses, but people living in those houses right up
against the freeway. The noise levels are just incredible.
In fact, VicRoads has tested the Mornington Peninsula
Freeway, and the noise levels from Rosebud right
through to Safety Beach and just about all of those
areas are above the acceptable decibel level and
actually qualify for sound barriers.
My constituents have seen — and we have seen right
across the state, especially in Melbourne and some
suburbs of Melbourne, probably some electorates of
Melbourne — some retrofitting has gone on. Even
walls have been made larger or higher to protect
residents from noise. In my electorate we do not even
have walls. The government just refuses, even though
VicRoads has said that the decibel levels are too high. It
is totally refusing to make the money available for
those sound barriers.
My constituents are just livid at the moment because
they are getting wire rope barriers. This has been going
on for 12 months. Residents and locals have had
massive traffic hold-ups for 12 months. The project was
meant to be done in nine months and it is only, at best,
two-thirds done so we have got all that going on at the
same time. In parts of the Mornington Peninsula
Freeway there are a lot of trees in the median strip; there
are trees on the edge of the freeway, which actually are a
sound and light buffer of some sort, at least, for the
residents. So what VicRoads has decided to do for the
wire barriers is to pull out the large majority of those
trees. It is worth noting that when they were mulching
those trees they forgot that because the trees have been
there so long, there is a whole habitat of birds and
possums living in the middle of the freeway and on the
side of the freeway. When the mulcher came through,
instead of just mulching the trees it mulched up all sorts
of wildlife — birds and possums were all mulched up. It
was just unbelievable. It was actually quite distressing
for the workers, when you talk to them about what
happened there, and at the same time the residents have
lost what little buffer they had.
As far as my constituents are concerned and as far as I
am concerned VicRoads have just turned around and
given the one-finger salute to my constituents, saying,
‘Well, we know there is a noise problem here. We
admit that there is a noise problem here and we are
going to make it worse. We are going to knock down
those trees and we are going to make it worse for you’.
God knows when those trees might regrow. With all
that traffic hold-up it would have been a golden
opportunity to actually start construction of those noise
barriers. VicRoads knows where they are needed; as I
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said their testing showed that it was needed, and they
could have done it at the same time.
I must read a letter I received from a constituent. There
was a public meeting about this issue and there were a
number of protests. I am trying to talk my locals out of
a massive public order protest on Friday because with
the long weekend there will be thousands of extra
people coming down, and many of my constituents are
talking about blockading the freeway which will, I
think, be a major safety issue and is going to cause
massive congestion as those tens of thousands of people
come down for the long weekend.
But after the public meeting last week about this, one of
my constituents emailed the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety and said:
I attended a meeting last Wednesday night. So many people
just like me, just trying to get some sleep.
I think you were invited but maybe you decided to reduce the
traffic noise and stay off the freeway, possibly out of
consideration to help reduce the noise levels, or maybe you
were just not available.
The traffic was pretty busy last night. Not much sleep to be
had, pretty noisy now also and only a few hours till the
morning peak hour traffic gets underway.
I was reading the other day that it’s recommended we get
more sleep on the weekend. Not much chance of that
around here.
Anyhow, could you please update me again on the progress
of the funding and plans for reducing the noise outside my
home?
Please feel free to visit me and see for yourself what I’m
talking about.

So it is a bit tongue-in-cheek, but the reality is that
people are having health issues, either due to the fumes
or because they cannot sleep. Night after night, the
traffic is going till all hours of the night and starts again
at five in the morning — people are not getting the
sleep that they need. It is just a continuous rumble and
it is an incredible issue that needs to be addressed. It is
a really good example of the neglect and the lack of
funding that we have actually had with regard to roads
and road infrastructure on the Mornington Peninsula,
especially in the seat of Nepean.
Also we have an issue where the freeway finishes at
Jetty Road in Rosebud where there are actually three
roundabouts within about 500 metres. At the same time
we have two large schools in the area, so you have all
this traffic coming off the freeway and you have
schoolchildren on bikes and on foot trying to cross
those three roundabouts. It is just an absolute recipe for
disaster, and has been identified by VicRoads as the
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number two priority to relieve congestion on the
Mornington Peninsula. So those are a couple of the
road issues.
Education: my schools do not ask for much. Red Hill
Consolidated School, which I know the minister knows
about, is a school that was built, I think, in the 1940s or
50s and has never, ever received a capital grant. It is a
school that raises a lot of money through hard work
from its parents and that money, more and more over
the years now, is just going into maintenance. It is a
school that is not on mains water, it is not on mains
sewage, it is in a bushfire-prone area and it is an area
that rains a lot, up there at the top of Arthurs Seat.
They have a great school with a great program, but
unfortunately all that extra money that the school is
raising is just going into maintenance. You can imagine
a school of that age and that size that has not had capital
works. They proudly want to maintain the school
themselves but at this stage, 60 years later, there is an
absence of capital funding, so that is the major
education issue.
Rosebud Secondary College now has a few hundred
thousand dollars of commitments and in-kind support
to build a wellness centre because there is a whole
range of mental health issues and youth suicide in the
area. Again, we have a very poor, low socio-economic
constituency that goes to that school. The social needs
are very high and they are after only a couple of
hundred thousand dollars so that they can actually start
construction of this wellness centre. They have gone
out into the community, they have done the work
themselves and what they need is just a hand up from
this government. But as I said, beyond that line under
Frankston absolutely nothing came down to the
Mornington Peninsula for any services.
There are obviously issues with health services,
including mental health services, planning, water and
the future of Point Nepean. The last thing I will
mention, because I went past it on the ferry last night, is
Portsea beach, which no longer exists. The government
has now said that Portsea beach will no longer exist and
that it is going to put a pile of rocks on it so that the
Portsea pub does not get washed into the bay. That is
very nice for some people, but now that the local beach
has now gone the local businesses have become
bankrupt and it is an absolute blight because the cheap
and nasty option has been taken. Because of the
erosion, which it has now been established came from
the channel deepening 10 years ago, Portsea beach is no
longer there. The only money has been spent on rocks
to ruin the beach. I think that is pretty indicative of the
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contempt in which my electorate has been held by this
government.
Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) (15:06) —
I am delighted to take part in the debate on this motion
to take note of the 2018–19 budget papers. This is a
state budget that delivers for education like none other.
As you are aware, Deputy Speaker, we are in the
middle of the biggest education construction boom that
this state has seen in more than 100 years. You literally
have to go back to the 19th century. In 1870 public
education became universal and we had that gold rush
boom with all those wonderful Bastow buildings being
constructed around the state. You have literally got to
go back to that period of time to see an equivalent in
terms of the investment that we are making and have
been making over the last four budgets now in building
new schools and upgrading schools right across the
state. So I am very proud to be the Minister for
Education at this historic time.
Our government has pulled out all the stops with this
budget. If you thought that the previous three budgets
were fantastic for education, then this budget more than
any other has delivered, both to deal with
unprecedented demand and enrolment pressures in our
schools and also to focus, as we have in the last few
years, on in equal measure excellence and tackling
disadvantage in our schools. In our recent budget we
announced a further $2.8 billion for education.
Now, budgets are a reflection of a government’s values.
Through this budget we are yelling. We are yelling
from the mountain tops about the importance of
education, the transformational role of education for
individuals and for societies. We prosper as a society
when governments choose to invest in education. Out
of that $2.8 billion, $1.25 billion will go to more
education infrastructure. We will continue to build new
schools because every Victorian family, wherever they
live, deserves a great quality local school. To put that
investment in some perspective, the $1.25 billion in this
year’s budget is the equivalent of the four budgets
under the former coalition government. They took four
budgets to deliver what we have delivered in this single
budget this year. We have tripled investment in our
schools. That brings our investment in education in
both capital and output over our term of government to
more than $8.5 billion. Again, to contrast that with what
was done by those opposite when they were in
government, over the same time they invested just over
$3.8 billion — less than half — and at the same time
they made $1 billion worth of cuts.
The Andrews Labor government is transforming
Victoria into the Education State. Just this morning I
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was with the Premier and Neil Pharoah, who is our
candidate in Prahran. We went to the very top of
Prahran High School to the topping out. Topping out is
when you get to the end of that phase of the
construction, the last bit of structural concrete. So we
have topped out at Prahran high and we will now be
wrapping it in its facade and then doing the internal
works. That vertical school is five storeys high and has
outdoor learning at every level and a competition-grade
gym. We had year 6 students there from Windsor
Primary School who were just so excited. The three
girls who were there this morning will be studying
there. They will be the year 7 leaders at that brand-new
school, and they were just so excited.
We are delivering schools like this right across the
state, including Bannockburn P–12 College. In Golden
Plains shire there was no government secondary school,
so families had to travel to either Ballarat or Geelong
for their kids to go to school. We are delivering a
brand-new school. Whether it is inner-city Melbourne,
our regional cities and regional municipalities or our
growth corridors, we are investing in school buildings.
And we need to. We will need to accommodate
90 000 additional students by 2022. If we do not build
these schools and if the Catholic system does not build
schools and if the independent sector does not open
schools, we collectively will need to accommodate
90 000 additional students. We anticipate that the
pressure on government schools will be around 56 000
to 60 000 additional students. So in just this budget
there is $353.2 million to plan and build 28 brand-new
schools across Victoria. That takes our total to a
construction pipeline of 70 new schools.
I have said it here before: in 2016, at the start of the
school year, not one new school opened its doors — not
one in the whole state of Victoria. The reason for that?
It takes two years to design, fund and build a brand-new
school, and because of the lack of investment, the
criminal lack of investment, of those opposite, not one
new school opened in 2016. We have gone from not
one or zero to now a pipeline of 70. Just these new
schools will accommodate 15 000 new students. We are
also providing $482.8 million to expand, upgrade and
modernise 134 schools across the state. So in terms of
our upgrade program, of which you, Deputy Speaker,
would be well aware, it is now around 1300 schools.
We are also delivering an unprecedented investment to
futureproof growth, with a $271.7 million investment to
purchase land for future school sites. Again, let me put
that in some context. In the previous government’s last
budget not one dollar went to purchase land
anywhere — nothing was purchased. We came into
government with this massive enrolment spike, a spike
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that the previous government was advised of in 2011–
12. When we came to government there was no land
bank; it was all gone. That is what they do: they close
schools and they sell off land or they fail to make that
investment. Overall we have a massive program and
that is supporting more than 5000 construction jobs.
Let me go now to output funding. Back in opposition
we made a promise that we would deliver in full, that
we would to meet our obligations under the original
Gonski agreement. It was a promise we made in 2017
and a commitment the Premier made when he was the
Leader of the Opposition. Even though the Turnbull
government shelved the original Gonski agreement, ran
away from it after having promised not to under
Abbott, we have kept our promise, and in this budget
we have delivered in full what would have been the
state’s obligations for the final year of the original
Gonski agreement.
After our budget we had the federal budget a week later
and again that exposure: the Turnbull government did
not fund the original Gonski agreement. For schools in
Victoria — government, Catholic and independent
schools — across the three sectors and across every
single school we are talking about an opportunity lost, a
cut of $700 million to every school across every part of
this state from 2019 and every year beyond.
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There are many other highlights in this budget. I do not
have time to go through them all, but there is a really
strong focus on pathways, on reforming careers
education, on vocational education and training (VET)
in schools and on our Head Start apprenticeships and
traineeships. It has been really interesting focusing on
career education. Unfortunately the variation is too
great. We have got some schools that deliver wonderful
careers advice and careers support for students; we
have got other schools where the careers education is
no better than when I was at school or when you were
at school, Deputy Speaker. They simply say, ‘What are
you interested in? This is the course you need. These
are the marks you need’, and that is it. So we are
reforming careers education by allocating $109 million
to careers education.
We had a significant review. The review found we have
got to start early. We have got to start engaging with
students as soon as they enter secondary school and
even before, in primary school. At the moment it may
be one person in the school engaging with senior
students. Under our new model we will engage with
years 7, 8 and 9 students. From year 9, students will
have an e-careers portfolio that will help them as they
work through their pathway, whether it is into
employment, TAFE, university or whatever it may be.

We have started negotiating with the federal
government on a new bilateral agreement and a new
national agreement on education funding. We pinned
our colours to the mast. We have committed to increase
state funding. We are prepared to go to 75 per cent of
the schooling resource standard (SRS) over the next
10 years, but what we are doing is calling on the federal
government to commit to that remaining 5 per cent that
they have failed to fund for government schools. The
federal government’s model is that non-government
schools will go to 100 per cent of the SRS. For
government schools, however, states and territories are
required to fund up to 75 per cent and the federal
government will only fund 20 per cent.

We will also have our Head Start apprenticeships,
which I spoke about earlier today — the ability for a
student to choose to do an additional year, year 13, but
finish school qualified, or well on the way to
qualification, for a trade. So you finish school with a
Victorian certificate of education (VCE) or Victorian
certificate of applied learning in one hand and a trade
certificate in the other. We will roll that out for
1700 students across 100 secondary schools, and part of
our funding — just under $50 million — will fund
50 Head Start coordinators. So there will be 50 Head
Start coordinators working across 100 schools, making
those connections between companies, industry and
students, and case managing those students as they are
undertaking their apprenticeship or traineeship.

There is nothing needs-based about that model. There is
nothing fair about that model. So we are saying we are
prepared to go to 75 per cent of the SRS, but we want
the feds to come up with that last 5 per cent. It is a
shame that whether it is the member for Kew or
whether it is other members opposite they are more
concerned with ideological crusades and spreading
myths and lies about education policy and about what is
taught in our classrooms than arguing with their federal
colleagues about this basic element of school funding.

It is really exciting stuff. When I went to the P–12
Maryborough Education Centre I announced it to a
group of students. You should have seen it — there
were a couple of year 10 boys and their minds started to
click. When I said year 13 there was a groan amongst
all the students, but I said, ‘But wait. Imagine you do
that year 13 but then when you finish you are fully
qualified to go out into the workforce’, and you could
see the interest immediately in those kids.
We have also tackled VET in Schools. VET in Schools
is where you go down a vocational pathway. It has been
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unreasonable and it has been an issue for quite some
time for parents, for students and for schools that it is
much more expensive to go down that path than an
academic, purely VCE path. So what we have done in
our budget is deliver a further $25.9 million, and that
will be provided as part of the school’s student resource
package to increase their base funding for VET in
Schools, and that has been really well received by
schools and principals.
There is a big focus on student health and wellbeing —
$65.5 million — and a further focus on inclusion,
which I note is something that you are passionate about,
Deputy Speaker, with $233 million allocated across a
suite of initiatives.
In terms of my local community, firstly with schools,
there are two secondary schools in my electorate —
Monbulk College and Upwey High School — but
beyond that in the Shire of Yarra Ranges we have
invested just under $50 million for six secondary
schools in the Shire of Yarra Ranges — the biggest
investment in secondary schools in the outer east that
we have ever seen. I am really proud of it. It is
investment in Lilydale High School, Lilydale Heights
College, Mooroolbark College, Upper Yarra Secondary
College, Monbulk College and Upwey high. This forms
part of the Lilydale education plan, including the two
Lilydale schools and Upper Yarra, a long overdue
investment in Mooroolbark College and the next big
stages for Upwey and Monbulk.
The Olinda precinct is a 34-hectare former golf course.
Can you imagine a golf course in Olinda, Deputy
Speaker?
Ms Asher — Cold.
Mr MERLINO — Cold and very steep. The golf
course itself closed down back in 2013. We are now
transforming that. We will be providing an additional
almost $3 million in this budget. There will be a second
oval for the Olinda Ferny Creek Football Netball Club
and additional netball courts. There will be paths. There
will be a playground. We have excised a section of that
land that will go to the Dandenong Ranges Botanic
Garden. So there is great investment in my local
community, whether it is sport, whether it is education,
whether it is community infrastructure. I am really
proud of this budget.
Ms ASHER (Brighton) (15:21) — This is my
26th budget, and you can throw in a couple of
mini-budgets along the way. I am very pleased this will
be my last. I look forward to things that I can do, but
hopefully I can still continue to make a decent
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contribution for my own community up until the
election in November. There is very, very little for my
electorate in this budget, and as I listen to my
colleagues on this side of the house speak, that seems to
be a universal theme. As the Deputy Premier said,
budgets express governments’ values, and they do.
The government has deliberately chosen to expend
money in its own seats, particularly in the marginal
seats it needs to hold. For those of us on the other side
of the house, we do not get very much at all. Every
election night whoever wins stands up there and says, ‘I
promise to govern for all of Victoria, not just for those
who voted for me’. I have a vague recollection of the
current Premier saying that, but of course with this
budget, in expressing its values, the government has not
governed for all of Victoria, because it certainly has not
governed for the seats it does not hold.
However, I was terribly excited to see the word
‘Brighton’ mentioned at page 45 of budget paper 4,
State Capital Program. Of course — just in case the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety, who is at the table,
thinks that they have made an error — this was a
reference to an existing project funded by the previous
government for an $8 million upgrade for Brighton
Secondary College in Brighton East. So the only reason
the name ‘Brighton’ has made it to the budget papers is
in relation to a project which was funded by the
previous government. I also make reference to a
previous project listed at page 57 of State Capital
Program, and that is a project for Elwood College,
which is a current project — a $10 million project
which will be completed in quarter 3 of 2019–20.
Again that was a project that the previous government
announced prior to the election, and that obviously still
gets a mention because it is an existing project.
The only piece of funding that I can find for my
electorate is something for the northern part of the
electorate, Elwood College. This is a new project of
$600 000, and again, as I hear the amounts of money
expended, for example, in my neighbouring seat of
Bentleigh, I realise that $600 000 is not the largest sum
spent on any school in Victoria. I am pleased that this
funding is here, because the government will know that
the Liberal Party has a record. Since the Elwood
College was redistributed into the Brighton electorate
the Liberal Party have a record of supporting this
school, and I would imagine the government would
have thought that during the election campaign there
would be a funding announcement for Elwood. I am
pleased the government has responded to pressure from
the school to fund, and no doubt the school will embark
on telling the government what additional funds it
needs in the run-up to the election. I also note that my
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constituent the member for Albert Park made reference
to this funding for Elwood College, and of course I
would remind him that that is no longer in his
electorate, but if he wants to have a paternal interest in
the school, then we would be very, very happy for his
active support.
So nothing for Brighton at all — for the suburb of
Brighton, absolutely nothing. Simple requests have
been ignored in my electorate. I instance, for example,
that we have two requests for pedestrian crossings in
the electorate. I know the minister at the table has
received questions and adjournment issues from me and
is aware of both of these issues. There is a very strong
community demand for a pedestrian crossing at what is
called the Dendy shopping centre in Hampton Street.
Unfortunately there was a death in Hampton Street
some time ago, and there is a very, very strong push by
traders and locals alike to have a pedestrian crossing
there. That still has not been funded.
I also draw to the minister’s attention that there is a
very, very strong push — and I know that he is aware
of this — for a pedestrian crossing close to Elwood
Primary School, not only for the use of the school
children but also for use by the general public. There
was a very, very nasty near miss there recently, which
has been covered in the local press.
These are two really good examples of small projects
that people in my electorate would like to see, but they
have not been funded. I keep getting responses from the
minister saying, ‘The Elwood Primary School proposal
has been scoped by VicRoads, and we will look at it in
the future’. He has been telling me for four years now
that we are going to look at it in the future, and it is still
not forthcoming.
There is a project being done in Brighton at the
moment, and that is a sewer upgrade. It is maintenance.
I reckon that is probably what the government thinks of
Brighton. I bet you that got through without the
minister even being aware of it. We have some
maintenance on our sewer lines, funded obviously in
the previous budget.
Mr J. Bull — A very important project.
Ms ASHER — It is an important project, but I think
there is a symbolism in that project — that there is
nothing for the suburb of Brighton and $600 000 for the
suburb of Elwood in this budget whilst there are some
very, very worthwhile community projects that could
have been funded.
I want to look at some of the assumptions of the budget.
The table I always look at first when I look at budgets is
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on page 17 of budget paper 2, Strategy and Outlook —
the Victorian economic forecasts — because this table,
in my opinion, is the most important table in the budget
and it sets the government’s assumptions and
directions. I note that the wage price index assumptions
are particularly interesting. For 2018–19 there is a wage
price index assumption of 2.5 per cent; for 2019–20,
2.75 per cent; for 2020–2021, 3 per cent; and for
2021–22, 3.25 per cent. I would say that I think these
assumptions may prove to be unrealistic given the
public sector wage blowout that we have already seen
under this government. The Auditor-General has
referred to the public sector wage blowout under this
government previously, and I find that those
assumptions are at odds with public sector wage rises
over 10 per cent, which have happened under this
administration.
I then turn to the chart I always look at second when I
receive the budget. It is in Statement of Finances,
budget paper 5, and it is the table which is at page 142
of this budget paper relating to tax, because this tells the
story of how the government obviously intends to fund
all of these projects, for example, that we just heard the
Deputy Premier speaking about, and of course all the
other members on the government side have spoken a
lot about their projects.
But how these projects are being funded is of course the
important issue for me. We are going to see an increase,
for example, in payroll tax from 2017–18 revised of
$5.9 billion to 2021–22 estimate of $7.2 billion. We are
going to see — surprise, surprise — total taxes on
property, which impact so adversely on the Brighton
electorate, go up from 2017–18 revised of
$3.487 billion to 2021–22 estimate of $4.918 billion.
Again that is a significant increase. If one looks at land
tax, which is a tax that many, many people in my
electorate pay, it is a tax that causes a lot of concern.
We are seeing an increase in the fire services property
levy, and properties in electorates such as mine are ripe
for the Labor raid on things like fire services property
levies — and have they raided! Look at page 142.
If we will look at stamp duty, there are very, very high
levels of stamp duty being paid on median value houses
in the Brighton electorate. Then there is land transfer
duty. The government is anticipating land transfer duty
to rise from $6.8 billion in 2017–18 to $7.773 billion in
2021–22. Again it is no surprise that stamp duties are
going to come from electorates where there are high
property values, and it causes a great degree of financial
difficulty for people to just hand over very, very large
amounts of money to the government.
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But the proof of this is in total taxation. The government
at 2017–18 revised has a tax collection of
$22.446 billion, and that will go up in 2021–22 to
$27.483 billion. That really tells a story. The
government is taking from payroll tax, from land tax,
from stamp duties and from a whole range of other taxes
and allowing those taxes to continue to rise. That is
funding their marginal seats budget and their campaign
to re-elect themselves by sandbagging their seats.
But the thing that irks many on this side of politics
about those taxes I just referred to is that the Premier
made a promise in the run-up to the last state election
that there would be no new taxes and no increased
taxes. Of course he has tripled brown coal royalties;
introduced a new vacant residential property tax — you
cannot even use your own property, talk about a
violation of property law; introduced new annual
property valuations to increase land tax; increased
stamp duties on new cars; increased fire services
property levies, which I have already referred to;
removed off-the-plan stamp duty concessions for
investors; introduced a new stamp duty on property
transfers between spouses — of all the interventions in
private lives; introduced Uber and taxi fare taxes;
introduced a new point-of-consumption betting tax;
introduced a new city access tax for the West Gate
tunnel; introduced new stamp duty surcharges for
foreign purchasers, and they have been increased; and
introduced a new land tax surcharge for foreign owners,
which has also been increased.
All of these new taxes have been introduced, and the
tax collection, as I have just read out, is anticipated to
rise significantly. I suppose in some ways that if the
government was actually using the taxation well, the
electorate might be happy with it, but when you look at
the cost blowouts for things such as the Melbourne
Metro project and the level crossing removals program,
people have a right to be irked about the government’s
use of their hard-earned taxation dollars.
There are a number of things missing from the budget
overall. What is missing is any meaningful attempt to
look at the cost of living — a significant community
concern. There is a $50 gimmick for people to get $50
off their electricity bills — and this from a government
that deliberately allowed Hazelwood to shut and is
forcing up the price of electricity through the increased
use of renewables. There is nothing in here for
community safety, and if there is an issue about which
people feel scared in my part of the world, it is crime.
Crime has gone up in the bayside area, unfortunately,
and it is random, I concede, that we had a terrorist
attack in Brighton. People are scared in my electorate,
and I do not see a great deal in this budget to address
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that, nor do I see a great deal in this house by way of
legislation to address that.
I also do not see much in relation to the removal of
congestion. Again for people who live in Brighton,
Elwood and the northern bit of Hampton, which I
represent, congestion is a very, very serious issue. I note
that the Liberal Party have a policy to remove traffic
lights, and of relevance to my electorate is its proposal
to remove the traffic lights at the corner of North Road
and Nepean Highway, the corner of South Road and
Nepean Highway and the corner of Glen Huntly Road
and Nepean Highway. At least that is a plan. It is
something to try to deal with the congestion in the
southern suburbs, going down the Nepean Highway.
This is the series of suburbs that do not have access to a
freeway to come into town. Most people do drive —
they choose to drive — and there is no plan to bust the
congestion for the electorate along the Nepean Highway
generally, Punt Road and sometimes St Kilda Road.
On the big issues — cost of living, community safety
and congestion — we are not seeing anything. On
smaller funding dollops the government has
deliberately chosen, as a reflection of its values, to fund
its own seats — to sandbag its own seats. This is not a
government that governs for all Victorians. I think this
is a very shameful budget in that sense. It is a budget
where there has been blatant bias to the government’s
own seats, particularly their marginal seats. This is a
government more concerned in its budget with a view
to its own re-election rather than to a fair allocation of
resources across electorates in Victoria, and that
includes electorates they do not hold.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (15:36) — It is
always exciting to rise to speak on the take-note motion
on the budget papers, especially following the member
for Brighton. I can say that it is a very exciting budget
for the people of Frankston. It is another catalyst for
exciting change in our state and also in my community
of Frankston. I would just like to bring up that that is
the first time I have heard someone talk about the traffic
light removal policy for quite some time. I thought it
had died a natural death. In Frankston we heard about
it. The plan was to remove the set of traffic lights at the
intersection of the Frankston Freeway and Cranbourne
Road. To do that, you would stop the level crossing
removal program. Ironically, if you did that, you would
remove a set of lights, you would acquire a hell of a lot
of land and put businesses out of business, and then
drivers would be held up 200 metres down the road at
another level crossing. It was not a very well thought
out plan, and I think that is the reason it died a natural
death. I just wanted to put that on the record.
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I would like to start off by connecting my speech to that
of the Minister for Education on the appropriation bill,
because education was definitely a hallmark of this
budget for Frankston and rightly so: this budget should
have been focused on education for Frankston; it is
what the community asked for — more investment in
our schools and our TAFE — because we were horribly
ignored for four years between 2010 and 2014. As most
reasonable people know, government investment in
education is a long-term investment in communities, in
economic development and in providing positive
pathways for our youth. I would go so far as to say to
previous speakers who stated that this budget does not
make any investment in community safety that an
investment in TAFE is a long-term investment in
community safety. It really is.
From next year, 30 TAFE priority qualifications and
preapprenticeship pathways will cost people in Victoria
nothing to complete. There are no course fees —
nothing — and that is driving future pathways for many,
many people in my community. In fact I think we have
over 4000 people in the Frankston community that have
a TAFE qualification already, so it is already a very
popular option and we are making it easier to go down
that pathway. So whether it is getting a start in nursing,
plumbing, construction, engineering, horticulture,
accounting or even auto body repairs, as my good friend
the member for Eltham said on social media this
morning, Frankston will be the place to do a lot of those
courses. Of course in Frankston we have the
$79.5 million Chisholm redevelopment, which makes
our Chisholm campus the flagship, some would say, of
Chisholm for the south-east, but I would say for
Victoria. People in the south-east can come to Frankston
and get the skills they need for the job they want.
We know that 30 000 of these courses will be available
from next year. That is to make sure we have got
people with the skills ready to keep on working in the
infrastructure pipeline that this government has
created. Because we were dead in the water under the
last government, this government has had to create all
of these projects and get them going — and we need
the workforce behind us to do that. So essentially, this
is a great piece of investment by the government. It has
been very, very well received in my community. I have
had some listening posts and some street stalls, and this
is the one thing that people are raving about, because
everyone has got a mother, son, father or daughter that
might be looking to make a career change, to re-skill or
to get a job. This is so important for those people in
our community.
The budget also provided Frankston with one of six
emergency department mental health crisis units. Again,
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this is a very important investment in the Frankston
community in an area that had been ignored by the
previous government. We know mental illness is hurting
families in all communities across Victoria, and these
six hubs will make a hell of a difference. The budget
also put money towards rehab facilities and funding for
suicide prevention, which is extremely important.
We have also made history for Frankston in this budget.
We have been able to — for the first time ever — fund
every single state school that submitted a case for
funding for infrastructure projects over the last three
and half years. Every single school that put a project
together and asked for money has received it. That
equals almost 100 per cent of state schools in Frankston
getting new projects in just three years. And it has been
a lot of hard work, because I believe some of these
schools were not even sure how to go about meeting
with their local MP to discuss their needs and
requirements, and some of these schools were
absolutely hurting. For four years under a Liberal
government there were no ribbons to cut — nothing
happening in Frankston — and no one was taking any
notice of us at all. We heard all these promises,
including Doncaster rail, airport rail and Rowville rail,
and not one inch of rail was laid in four years. We
know that talk is cheap and promises are easy to give;
getting this work done is a lot harder.
I would like to commend all the schools in Frankston
that have either finished projects under funding from
this government, are about to finish them or are starting
projects, because the school communities in the
Frankston area are strong and are only getting stronger.
It is fantastic to be able to go to, say, Monterey
Secondary College and see a spark in the eyes of the
kids. They have got a brand-new wing, and they are
part of the Frankston North education precinct now.
You can see teachers and kids looking at the money
they have received in previous budgets, and it has made
a school that befits them; it has made a school that
makes them proud to be there. It has actually given that
community a lot of faith in themselves and a lot of
confidence as well. It is affecting not just the kids but
the whole school community — the families, the
grandparents. And it is a great feeling to be able to start
some more projects off with this 2018–19 budget.
As well as the Frankston North education plan, which
includes the aforementioned school, Monterey
Secondary College, Aldercourt Primary School and
Mahogany Rise Primary School, we have also funded
in this budget a hockey field for Mount Erin College,
which is something that that principal and that school
community have been after for quite some time. We
have been able to fund Belvedere Park primary and a
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redevelopment at Nepean School. Nepean School
would bring a tear to the eye. From what I understand
they were not able to drag the previous member out to
the school to have a look. This is a school I actually
worked at prior to being an MP, and there are some
amazing students and people at the school and in the
school community. I was lucky enough to be able to get
a piece of funding with my good friend, the member for
Carrum, to ensure that those toilets at that school were
redeveloped. This might seem a very trivial thing for
most people; toileting is one of those things we take for
granted. Unfortunately, in these schools where the kids
have different needs, toileting sometimes means lying
on the ground. At this school it meant using shower
curtains. They need lifts and the carers need apparatus
as well so they do not injure themselves or the kids. To
actually be able to deliver that at this school — it just
brought a tear to the eye. To see these kids so happy
over something the rest of us take for granted was quite
amazing, and I know it brought a tear to the eye of the
member for Carrum as well.
We have been able to budget for a redevelopment at
Frankston Special Developmental School as well,
Ballam Park Primary School, Kingsley Park Primary
School, Karingal Heights Primary School, Frankston
Heights Primary School and Naranga School. As
recently as last week we turned sods on projects for the
Derinya Primary School kitchen garden and the
McClelland College redevelopment, which includes a
gym and basketball court. Again, these are projects that
our community have been passionate about and they
have been asking for for years. It is an Andrews Labor
government that is delivering those projects. They
were ignored — totally ignored — by the
previous government.
As I alluded to before, I have worked in Nepean
School. I have worked in many of these other schools in
Frankston as well, and I can tell the chamber today that
the effect this is having on our community is not just in
the schools. This is bringing a whole community of
people together, and it is making a difference in the
way they view themselves and the way they view
Frankston, which is just terrific to see. And I would say
congratulations to those school communities on their
strong advocacy to get this funding and their successful
advocacy as well.
Essentially, in Frankston, we have got a situation where
our community is rapidly evolving. We have had so
much change in Frankston over three and half years that
people are saying, ‘Whoa! Slow down!’. But I believe
that if we are not actually going forward, we are going
backwards. Crime is down; the crime rate in Frankston
is down by 16 per cent. TAFE is now funded, and we
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have got a new TAFE redevelopment on the way to
being delivered. Schools are being funded. The state
has created 340 000 jobs during our time in government
and most of these are full-time. And we have the
strongest economy in the nation.
At the heart of our plan for Frankston in the future is
our $2.8 million for Frankston line rail projects. In
Frankston that equals a new station, a redeveloped
Young Street and also the Overton Road level crossing
removal. The Overton Road level crossing removal is
going great guns. By 18 June we will have trains going
across a rail bridge at Overton Road. This is an
intersection where previously people like myself waited
20 minutes at that rail line. This caused many people to
be frustrated and caused some people to take some
fairly ill-advised manoeuvres in their vehicles. I
remember responding when I was a firefighter to an
incident involving one particular gentleman who was so
frustrated that he started to cross the line against the
boom gates and he instead turned onto the actual rail
line and the train collected the car and squished it
between the platform and the train after dragging it for
300 metres. We will not see that anymore because the
trains will be on the rail up in the air. The sole purpose
of the road below the rail will be that the cars own it
and the pedestrian own it. It will be much safer and it
will save people a hell of a lot of time.
In the Frankston CBD we have redeveloped Young
Street, and the Frankston station development will very,
very soon be open. It is a brand-new
competition-winning station. It really is a bespoke piece
of architecture in Frankston. I think more and more
people are going to visit Frankston and see that the
perception of Frankston locals has changed but also
their perception as visitors to Frankston will change. It
will be a safe new street — a place where you would
want to come to shop. It will be a place where you want
to bring your family to live, to love, to learn and a place
where we can actually attract tourists once more. I thank
members of our local community for endorsing the new
vision for Frankston that we have had over the past three
and a half years and for supporting this vision as well.
The funny thing about the Young Street redevelopment
is that during it we had a bit of a political tug of war. It
was kind of a one-sided tug of war; it was not much of
a war at all actually. We had the federal member for
Dunkley come out and say that 26 businesses had
closed during the redevelopment of that street. I can
now tell you, using Frankston council’s own statistics,
that the vacancy rates in the CBD in Frankston are quite
stable, and the one street that is bucking that trend with
more occupancies than ever is Young Street. We have
had more shops move into our CBD than ever before
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because of our vision for Frankston and sticking to it
and getting it done.
Every single day of a Labor government in Frankston is
a good day when families are looked after, kids are
educated, crime rates go down and public transport is
getting better and better. Of course the Overton Road
level crossing removal means that we can run more
trains more often with the Melbourne Metro project.
We are also at the moment carrying out the Baxter
electrification duplication business case, of which we
have already funded $1 million, to ensure that the
Frankston station is a no-regrets build where we can
plug the Baxter electrification signalling straight into
that station and we do not have to spend any more
money retrofitting. We have already gone to the step of
making sure that we can do that when the federal
government actually funds that properly.
This government has spent four years lifting Frankston
to where it should be in the state. That has meant
investing in our community and injecting more reasons
to be proud and not just calling Frankston the gateway
to the peninsula or, as the last federal member used to
call it, the Riviera of the peninsula, but actually doing
something and getting it done. We are not just called
that; we are known as the gateway to the peninsula, we
are known as the major city on the peninsula and we are
known as the transport hub. You only get these changes
when you actually invest, not because an MP comes out
constantly and says it in the media or says it in the
chamber, like we have heard in the past.
We are the best city in the bay, and I am very proud to
be the member for Frankston. I know that under a
re-elected Labor government my community will
continue to prosper. We will continue to go down a
path where everyone has opportunity, and the feedback
I have from my community about this budget is very,
very positive. We hear some negative feedback from
those opposite, but in my community the feedback is
tremendous, and I think we are seeing more support for
an Andrews Labor government.
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (15:51) — I rise today to
make comment on the 2018–19 ‘Getting Things Done’
budget or, as we like to call it down in Polwarth, the
‘Forgetting about Polwarth’ budget. It has been
somewhat depressing listening to the member for
Frankston and his pork-barrelled nirvana down by the
bay, rattling off the various wins that this government is
prepared to put on the board in order to keep a seat at
the next election. Good luck to the people of Frankston
on that.
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But of course we are a big state, and the fine electorate
of Polwarth in fact covers 5 per cent of the state of
Victoria. In that 5 per cent of the state we have over 50
distinct communities and townships, we cover six local
government areas, we include the nation’s busiest
tourism strip along the Great Ocean Road and of course
we are famed throughout the world for our highly
productive agricultural, dairy, cropping and cattle
industries that have been the backbone of the Victorian
economy now for 150 years. Polwarth, for all of that,
with all that it contributes to the state, had a budget
handed down that one would think, from trawling
through the six booklets of the budget, the documents
involved and the endless days of press releases that
went on and on and on for months, that 5 per cent of the
state of Victoria had in fact been excised, cut off and
sent somewhere else in the world.
Our rural towns and our community of Polwarth are
holding their own in the state. We have some
marvellous export-oriented businesses such as the
Australian Lamb Company, Associated Kiln Dryers
and Bulla Foods, to name but a few. It is businesses like
these that do not rely on government handouts and
being propped up by the largesse of government. They
rely on getting on with business and doing things well,
and providing jobs and opportunities in our region.
What they want from government of course is
investment and support for their infrastructure and for
government to play the role that it needs to.
Consistently in communities throughout my region we
are still completely left behind and forgotten about
when it comes to basic infrastructure needs so that
business can get on with what it needs to do. We still
have towns such as Terang that have gone on and on
and on waiting to be connected to natural gas. We have
towns and communities still waiting to be sewered and
still waiting to have mains water connection hooked up.
We even have the bizarre situation at the moment in the
regional city of Colac that the town continues to grow
to the west but it is not sewered, it does not have mains
gas and it does not have mains water. The national
broadband network lines and telephone connections are
in the middle of the road, and there are no safe turn-out
lanes. The infrastructure that this state is responsible for
providing is severely lacking. These are the types of
investments that we need to make in rural and regional
Victoria if we are to create what so many people in this
state want: a state of cities and not a city state.
This budget focuses heavily on pork-barrel seats in
Melbourne. We hear the government talking about
endless billions and billions being invested in more
freeways, more railways, more infrastructure and more
of the basic components of life here in the city of
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Melbourne, but the rest of the state is laid bare. It is a
real shame because it is opportunities that are created
outside Melbourne that will provide this state with
continued growth into the future, as well as good and
safe places for people to live, raise their families and
do their business. Until this government recognises
that, we will continue to see what I can only describe
as incredibly expensive bandaid solutions, which are
continually thrown at solving Melbourne’s problems
when proper support from government could create
opportunities for populations and businesses outside
of Melbourne.
What has this government achieved with this budget
from the point of view of the people of Polwarth? The
answer is, quite simply, very little. They are taxing us a
lot more and they are racking up a lot more debt — two
things that the hardworking people of Polwarth are
really concerned about. They are concerned about the
legacy of continuing to pay more tax for smaller
outcomes for them as people who live in this area and
contribute to society.
They are also concerned about debt. We know that
under Labor governments debt builds up, builds up and
builds up until the house of cards of spending and not
focusing on what is important finally collapses. We
have seen it time and time again. Sadly, when we look
at the figures in their own documents, debt in this state
will have gone from the relatively high levels of
$15.8 billion today to well in excess of $30 billion
within three or four years time. Why have these
borrowings gotten out of control? Why are taxes up?
All of these things are happening because of the
blowouts in the bandaid solutions that are being rolled
out by this government at every level. It does not matter
whether it is a hospital build or the Melbourne Metro
tunnel. We all know about the infamous east–west link
blowout and the level crossing blowouts. This
government has a poor approach to managing and
sustaining projects that are needed for this city. It is a
build-at-all-costs, press-release-at-all-costs government.
It is a no-responsibility, no-care government that just
wants to be seen to be doing something, no matter how
achieves it.
The big issue for many people in my electorate is
energy. An electorate like Polwarth supplies energy to
the state in the form of onshore and offshore gas. It
provides what many are pushing for now in the
renewable space, whether it is solar or wind power. The
seat of Polwarth is an energy super giant by Australian
standards. Did we get clear direction on energy from
this government in this budget? It still has a very
confused and cloudy position on gas. On the one hand
the government’s drive to renewables relies on gas and
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it is providing gas as a low-cost alternative to keep
people’s homes heated and industry alive and viable in
this state. On the other hand the government is very
happy to keep that energy locked up and inaccessible to
both industry and consumers. We are not sure where it
is going, but we do know that someone in Treasury had
a bit of a laugh at the expense of the community of
Victoria because their energy policy pretty much
consists of a Reader’s Digest approach. In a sector that
is so critical to the wellbeing of Victorians, the
government has come up with a sign-up on the internet,
you beaut, super-duper, don’t look now and we’ll send
you some steak knives and a $50 voucher to help keep
your energy costs down approach. Without doubt
people in my electorate and I know that people
throughout Victoria saw that for what it was — a cheap
stunt. Anyone who is familiar with these types of
approaches knows that this is a cheap marketing
campaign. It is a gimmick, and it is being used by this
government to data trawl for the upcoming election. It
is a real pity that something as important as energy
policy in this state could be treated so flippantly.
People in my electorate have real concerns about
energy. Not only do they want much better clarity
around policy on onshore and offshore gas drilling, but
they also want to know that, for people who need
energy, who need electricity, who need power in their
businesses and on their farms, in their
bed-and-breakfasts and in their tourism businesses, the
power will be there.
There is an energy transmission supply crisis in my
electorate. On the one hand, wind farm companies
supported by this government can put up whatever
transmission lines and infrastructure to whatever size,
whatever specification and whatever scale they like.
Whether they work or not is irrelevant to this
government — they just put them up. On the other
hand, the poor old farmer, the person who is generating
income, generating jobs and generating export dollars is
left with glorified cotton reels as energy supply lines to
their farm. You have the ludicrous situation of farmers
being unable to invest in the latest and greatest dairy
equipment and other technology for their farms because
their power supply is so poor. This is an issue that has
been going on for a long time, and this government
continues to ignore it. This budget continues to ignore
it, at the expense once again of keeping people in
Melbourne happy and feeling good about themselves
with renewable energy policies but not the people who
live in the area where energy is actually going — the
businesses and industries and farmers who need that
energy. They have been forgotten.
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We have the Minister for Roads and Road Safety here,
and of course roads are a great topic in western
Victoria. Some money was put towards Hamilton
Highway and Princes Highway west, but it is but a drop
in the ocean. Communities continually raise with me
their desire to understand what is happening with road
funding, what the government’s priorities are and when
the main connections in their area are going to be fixed
and brought to a standard that is suitable and
appropriate for this day and age. Everyone in country
Victoria knows how much more we rely now on roads
than ever before. Our transports are now two, three and
four times larger than they were only 30 years ago. We
are moving product in a way that we never moved it
before. We are moving it out of Victoria and around the
world, and road transport is that crucial link that links
farms to the ports and to other countries. We still do not
know when these main connections are going to be
fixed. The transport industry in particular constantly
reports back to me the unnecessary wear and tear on
their vehicles and their infrastructure just from trying to
do business here in the state of Victoria. We do not
have a cohesive plan and direction for people to
understand and to work towards.
We of course had the terrible situation earlier in the
year with a fatal accident at one of the many dangerous
intersections in my electorate. Of course VicRoads
have more recently announced an upgrade of that, and
that is something that everybody has looked forward to
in my community. However, they continue with their
policy of telling communities and telling people and
telling the Country Fire Authority and telling the
Victoria State Emergency Service that they will not
upgrade or improve known danger spots unless
someone is mortally wounded or killed at such an
intersection, which is a terrible way to run road
policy — we have to kill people before we will fix
an intersection.
It is a shame that that is the case, because I am still
continually lobbied and pressed on some key
intersections such as the infamous blue church corner,
the Murray Street and Armstrong Street intersection in
Colac and the Cape Otway Road–Deans
Marsh-Winchelsea Road intersection — three key
intersections in my region that continually come up.
The police, emergency services, volunteer groups and
others and the local farmers have to put up with
accidents year in, year out at these intersections.
We know of course that the law and order space is a
big issue in metropolitan areas but it is also a big issue
in rural and regional areas. In some of my country
towns that once probably only recorded some slight
misdeed once every few years crime is now a regular
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occurrence. We have the terrible situation that they no
longer backfill or support country police stations, even
ones as large as Colac, where we are seeing a
significant investment in a new police station but no
investment in the police when they are sick or away.
We had the appalling situation over January where for
the whole month of January, the whole busy tourism
season, there were no highway policemen on the Great
Ocean Road, Princes Highway west or the Hamilton
Highway. These are major, major thoroughfares, with
people driving in huge numbers in this region. There
are no police resources to look after our roads and to
maintain safety for all. We saw the consequences of
that with some terrible, terrible occurrences on our
roads at that time.
We have seen the undertaking of a new police
station — the long-awaited police station — but
unfortunately that came at the expense of our court
facilities being repaired. We have the situation where a
public building as important as a courthouse has no
disability provision whatsoever, no toilets. There are no
safe spaces for domestic violence people. There are no
proper rooms or breakout spaces for families in crisis.
So we have on the one hand a huge Taj Mahal police
station being built that is minus the police numbers it
needs but adjacent is a courthouse that is just simply not
fit for purpose.
This budget has left people in Polwarth with critical
services, critical road infrastructure and other critical
infrastructure feeling very underdone. It is an indictment
of this government that it has so heavily invested — or
is telling itself and telling us through press release that it
has heavily invested — in parts of Victoria but it has
clearly left big swathes of this state untouched by its
financial largesse. It has racked up debt, it has increased
taxes and it is not giving back to the people that
contribute to that in a meaningful and useful way that
ensures the prosperity for all of Victoria.
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) (16:06) — Well,
what can I say about that? Obviously the member for
Polwarth was not here or was not paying attention
during the dark period of 2010 to 2014. I am very
pleased to be speaking on the motion to take note of
the 2018–19 budget papers of the state Labor
government. Once again the Andrews Labor
government has delivered a very strong budget that
delivers the things that matter most to people living in
Victoria. It also continues on from its other strong
budgets since being elected in 2014 when it comes to
real investments to improve education, health, roads
and infrastructure throughout the state. Not only that
but it really has put such a strong and important focus
on economic development.
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For now we actually have a vision. We have a vision
for the state and where people need to go whether it is
around sport or tourism or whether it is about
manufacturing into the future or about health, both
health care as well as the health industry. These things
are all coming into play and coming into place to make
Victoria a very vibrant and strong and economically
developed and active state. That of course is why so
many people are coming to the state. They are attracted
by the fact that there are so many things happening.
There is so much job creation and there really is a sense
that Victoria is a vibrant and thriving part of the
Australian economy and part of Australian society.
Because we are talking about the budget and I am
representing the residents of the Thomastown
electorate, I want to confine most of my comments to
some of the local things that are going on in the
electorate that are really going to benefit so many
people living there, because there is so much that needs
to be done. Before the redistribution the Thomastown
electorate was very well established and made up of the
older suburbs of Thomastown, Epping, Lalor and
Reservoir. The redistribution has meant that the seat of
Thomastown has quite a great coverage of the northern
growth corridor. This of course means there are a whole
lot of other demands and needs of those people living in
the area.
Of course infrastructure takes time, and we are well
behind because during the 2010–14 period when the
Baillieu-Napthine Liberal-National coalition was the
state government in Victoria there was very little that
happened in those four years. In fact in the growth area
of Thomastown I think we calculated that something
like $200 000 was all that was spent in an area that has
unprecedented growth. That growth was projected at
the time of the Liberal-National Party government but
nothing was done to really protect or start the planning
or even some of the works that are needed for the
community that is coming into that area. Earlier we
heard from the Minister for Education who gave us the
staggering figure that in 2016 there were zero new
schools opened, and that was as a result of the inaction
and inactivity of the previous government. Yet to date
something like 70 new schools, under the state Labor
government, have been built over this term.
The budget for the Thomastown residents does actually
benefit all residents of Thomastown whether they live
in the established areas or whether they live in some of
the new estates that are being built on the outer northern
fringes. We know that with population growth there is a
greater demand for things like schools, health services
and of course roads, and these are all things that the
Andrews Labor government is building and is planning
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in the Thomastown electorate and in the north,
particularly around the Epping and Wollert areas. I
think all residents are benefiting from the huge
investments in education, for example, in Thomastown.
There are many new schools planned, and land has
been purchased. There is the about-to-be opened Edgars
Creek Secondary School, and in this budget, as I said,
there has been land purchased to cater for further
growth out further in Wollert as well as land purchased
for the primary school section of the Edgars Creek P–
12 school and education precinct.
This budget has also catered for the established areas.
We have seen Lalor Gardens Primary School receiving
$3.8 million to upgrade and modernise and build a
gymnasium and hall on their grounds.
I recently visited the school to make that
announcement. It was really fantastic to see the laughs
and the smiles on the faces of the students when they
got the news they would be getting a great new facility
with a gymnasium, netball and basketball courts, a
canteen and even a music room, which is something the
school is lacking. We have also got Epping Secondary
College. This current budget provides for the
modernisation and refurbishment of classrooms at that
school so we can get 21st-century education programs
and learning happening through new and upgraded
facilities worth over $3 million. This is a very popular
school. Lalor Secondary College is already zoned
because of the great number of families wanting to send
their children to that school. Epping Secondary College
is also bursting at the seams with the number of
students who want to go to that school.
When we talk about education, it is not just
infrastructure that is important. Yes, it is important to
have good schools, good facilities and good buildings
that students can be proud of, and to have facilities
within schools that allow for the most modern and
up-to-date learning to take place and the equipment that
you need to do that, whether it is for science,
technology, engineering, mathematics, music or
performing arts. But we also need education programs
and things that ensure students are acquiring the skills
and knowledge they need for their adult lives and for
getting jobs. It was great to hear that there is money in
this budget for proper careers education, because so
often we hear — and I hear this particularly in the
northern suburbs — that students are just not getting the
information they need to choose a career.
When we look at all the building and infrastructure
going on, we see that skilled tradespeople are needed to
work on these projects. Often students in schools are not
getting the information that allows them to make
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decisions about whether or not they would actually like
to be an electrician, a carpenter or a fitter and turner. For
too long in days past these occupations have been
considered to be not as good as an academic career, but
in actual fact they are. The Andrews Labor government
is putting those manual trades and occupations on the
map as being just as important, just as needed and
having just as high a status as others, whether they be
academic jobs, white-collar jobs or working in an office.
In addition to careers education we have got the Head
Start apprenticeship and traineeship program that
allows students to actually stay at school, get their
Victorian certificate of applied learning or their
Victorian certificate of education and come out with a
trade or an apprenticeship that they can use in real jobs
when they finish school.
Many people have talked about the great changes to
TAFE. We are rebuilding TAFE and saving TAFE
from what the Liberal-National coalition did
previously. We are also now building on that with the
30 nominated and free courses that young people or
others can enrol in. They will be provided free to make
sure that we encourage people to enrol in courses that
provide the skills that we will need into the future as we
build this state up, as we build the infrastructure and the
things that we need in this growing state with our
increasing population. In Thomastown there is
something like 11 000 residents who have TAFE
qualifications now, but of course we hope to see many
more starting those TAFE courses and coming out with
good TAFE qualifications as a result of this incentive of
free courses. TAFE provides students with fantastic
skills and expertise, and if you have got good skills and
expertise, then you have got a much better chance to get
good, secure work or even perhaps, because of one of
these courses, set up your own business.
The Thomastown electorate is a very multicultural
electorate. In the last census we saw that for something
like 50 per cent of its residents English is not the first
language spoken at home. There is a growing number
of new migrant families moving into the area, as well as
the well-established families that are maybe second or
third-generation Australians. There are also many who
are first-generation migrants to Australia. They have
found that TAFE qualifications really allow them to
flourish and contribute to Australian and Victorian
society. Just getting that bit of support and that bit of
training ensures that they have skills that are matched to
the work that is offered and the jobs that are being
provided in Victoria.
I will talk a little bit about roads. Whether you drive in
to work or whether you drive to school — because
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often students get dropped off at school by their
parents — we need roads. This is an ongoing theme,
and most of the queries I get through Facebook
comments are from residents who are very frustrated
with the roads. Of course roads do take time to build.
We are building them, but of course they are never
finished quickly enough. There are now many road
projects in the pipeline that were included in the last
budget. In earlier budgets we funded and are now
working on the O’Herns Road project that connects
O’Herns Road to the Hume Freeway. Then we have the
roundabout being removed at the Epping Road and
O’Herns Road junction, which is well overdue. It has
been announced that there is going to be a duplication
of Epping Road from Memorial Drive up to
Craigieburn Road East, which again is going to bust up
congestion in the area and allow people to get home
much more quickly.
At the moment we hear stories — and I know this from
driving around the northern suburbs on the weekends to
go to sports functions or to drop my children off —
about it taking people half an hour to drive 1 to
2 kilometres. That is just on the weekends, let alone
during the work time peak hours when it takes some
people who work in the city up to 2 hours to get home
after a busy day at work. Of course we are looking
forward to all these projects. They build on one another
and will make the livability of the area better.
The Northern Hospital is another really important place
within the northern suburbs and a place that is dear to
many people’s hearts. It was the replacement for the
Preston and Northcote Community Hospital in Preston
that was actually built by the community; in fact it was
donations and fundraising mainly that built that
hospital, and then it was closed down, I think, under
Jeff Kennett. Labor later built a new hospital in the
north, the Northern Hospital. Again, it was the last
budget that committed $170 million to build a
seven-storey block on this hospital to cater for the
increasing demand and also to upgrade the hospital,
because while the staff at the hospital are first class, the
facilities and the system really were not. But now there
is some really great management and great staff —
some that have always been there and some new
people — and they are starting to get the facilities that
they need to really put the Northern Hospital on the
map, both in the landscape and in the forefront of
people’s minds.
In finishing I just wanted to do a comparison:
$40 million from the Liberal-National party
government from 2010 to 2014; nearly $400 million
over the last four years from the Labor
Andrews government.
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Mr T. SMITH (Kew) (16:21) — I rise to make my
contribution on the 2018–19 budget take-note motion. I
want to begin with a portfolio overview, and then I will
talk more specifically about my electorate of Kew.
There was not one new dollar in this budget for
Catholic and independent schools, which educate
almost 40 per cent of Victorian school students.
Victoria has the highest rate of students being educated
outside of the government system anywhere in
Australia except for the ACT, and I think it was a huge
snub by the Andrews Labor government to put not one
new cent of money into capital for Catholic and
independent schools. I refer to a media release from
Stephen Elder, who is the head of the Catholic
Education Commission of Victoria. He made these very
well-made points:
We all know the challenges Melbourne’s booming population
is creating for essential services such as education. Catholic
education is playing our part in easing the pressure on
government schools — and the taxpayer — by building
schools of our own in key growth areas.
This year alone we opened five new schools across the
greater Melbourne area, providing vital social capital as well
as educational facilities in rapidly developing areas.
Our reward has been a massive snub from the Andrews
government. The Premier has been happy to hand over
money in the lead-up to November’s poll, but there has been
no program allocation stretching into the future in this
month’s state budget. Funding has been choked off.
Starving our system is bad for the 100 000 families across the
state with children at a Catholic school, bad for the taxpayer
and bad for the public purse.

Stephen Elder has made very poignant criticisms of this
Andrews state Labor government and has made a
number of criticisms more broadly across the political
landscape in recent months. I would have thought that
this Labor government in Victoria might want to start
considering if it should fund capital for Catholic and
independent schools in the lead-up to the November
state election.
But that is not the only part of this budget that I have
great difficulties in understanding from an education
perspective. I refer to the 411 extra bureaucrats in the
Department of Education and Training, an increase of
18 per cent in just one year. That is compared with only
a 2 per cent rise in teachers and principals. We all know
how much population is affecting every system within
state government, particularly education, so to see
411 new bureaucrats sitting in Treasury Place while
there is only a 2 per cent rise in teachers on the front
line delivering key education services to our kids is a
complete misallocation of resources, and it shows the
warped priorities of the Andrews Labor government in
education.
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Earlier this year there was a communications adviser
position advertised for $330 000. That is about what a
minister gets paid. I think for many parents in the state
system to see communications directors being offered
jobs for $300 000-plus when various upgrades cannot
be completed at their school — minor upgrades, minor
maintenance issues — just shows that the priorities of
the so-called Education State are frankly not worth the
numberplates they are written on. It is merely a slogan,
and it does not bear much scrutiny. During question
time the Minister for Education tried to fob off our
questions about this misallocation of resources. He said
that they were speech pathologists and the like. That is
simply not the case. The auxiliary staff in schools has
actually risen, and we make no bones about how
important they are to the education system. Our
criticism was mainly around a misallocation of
resources between bureaucrats in Treasury Place
compared with teachers on the front line teaching kids.
Not one of these 411 new bureaucrats taught one child,
and it shows just how out of touch the Minister for
Education and his senior staff in the education
department have become over the last three years.
The so-called Education State is fine for some but not
for everyone. There are a number of schools that have
missed out terribly in this budget. Cobden Technical
School, which was raised in question time some weeks
ago, was essentially fibbed to by the education
department. It was offered an upgrade for Joe
Kellemeir, a student who needed some works
undertaken at the school to enable his access
requirements, but then a Mr Peter Clements from the
education department said, ‘You will not be receiving
any funding this financial year’. We asked the minister
during question time about these issues. The minister at
first was not candid with this house. I hope that in the
weeks subsequent to those questions being asked the
minister has an opportunity to reallocate those
resources so those important upgrades can take place at
Cobden Technical School for Joe, so he can have
equality of access with all the other kids at that school.
Middle Indigo Primary School has received quite a
degree of media attention in recent times, because the
former Brumby Labor government decided it was
appropriate to have long-drop toilets at a primary
school in Victoria in the 21st century. These long-drop
toilets are disgusting. They require a number of
teachers to manually clear them every couple of weeks
with pitchforks, and the excrement is then essentially
cast away on paddocks nearby the school. It is a vile
and unacceptable process that should not be happening
in Victorian schools in 2018, yet it still does.
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We asked the minister about it during question time and
he informed us that works were underway as he was
speaking. Well, my good friend the member for
Benambra spoke to the school and it became apparent
that once again the Minister for Education, who is often
liberal with the truth, had told a porky. It was a totally
humiliating performance by the education minister
during question time, where he could not answer the
question. It showed once again that the Education State
slogan is not worth the numberplates it is written on,
because Middle Indigo Primary School still has
long-drop toilets — disgusting long-drop toilets that the
children hate using — and will do so for, I would
expect, the remainder of this year. If the
Liberal-Nationals are elected in November, those
long-drop toilets will go immediately. That is an
election commitment from the member for Benambra
and myself, and I will be delighted to see them gone.
Elsternwick Primary School is another primary school
that suffers from an all-too-common problem in
Victorian schools, and that is a lack of air conditioning.
The school has gone to great efforts to fundraise for air
conditioning for its grade 5 and 6 classrooms, yet it has
received no assistance from this Labor government. I
would have thought that air conditioning was a very
important aspect of providing a working environment
for children so that they can learn, but we hear from the
bureaucrats in the department of education that there
will be no air conditioners in any new school building
or any upgraded school building south of the Great
Divide — so that means for any schoolkid in
Melbourne, air conditioning is an optional extra, which
I think for a lot of people is highly illogical. I hope
Elsternwick Primary School has an opportunity to get
new air conditioning, and I would implore the minister
to look seriously at the grade 5 and 6 classrooms at
Elsternwick Primary School.
South Yarra Primary School is another school which
has been forgotten by the Andrews Labor government.
South Yarra Primary School has a number of issues
around road signage and access points. Equally,
Caulfield South Primary School has real issues with its
toilets. Its toilets, according to the member for
Caulfield — and there has been some media attention
in the local area about this — are vile and require an
immediate upgrade. I congratulate my friend and
colleague, the member for Caulfield, for raising these
issues in this place and with me, and I look forward to
visiting that school with him as soon as I possibly can.
Those toilets are simply disgusting.
I move on to Richmond West Primary School. I met
with a parent at Richmond West Primary School last
week who is aghast at and appalled by the ice injecting
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facility that the Andrews Labor government has
plonked right next door to his children’s school, a
simply outrageous situation that will endanger that
school community.
Labor have been talking up what the acting principal
has said about this issue, but they certainly have not
been listening to the parents because the parents are
appalled by what the injecting centre next door to the
school will do to that local area. It will drag drug
dealers and ice addicts into the proximity of the school
in far greater numbers than is the case at the moment.
They are very fearful about what is going to happen in
that local area, and they were disgusted to learn that
there has been not one new security upgrade for the
school since it was announced that there is going to be
an ice injecting room next door.
I asked at the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee (PAEC) budget estimates hearings on a
number of occasions of the minister, and indeed of the
secretary of the department, Gill Callister, if there had
been a risk assessment undertaken and if there will be
extra CCTV in the school. Apparently the added
security upgrade will be a locked back gate, a totally
ridiculous situation. There should not be an ice injecting
room next to a primary school. Logic would suggest
that. Clearly logic is lacking from the department of
education and indeed this minister. The Minister for
Mental Health was asked on Neil Mitchell’s program
whether or not there were going to be added security
upgrades, and he talked about a couple of ‘extra-large
Samoan security guards’ — that sort of racist, horrid
remark that he still has not apologised for. It is a
shocking situation.
I move on. The government talks often about
improving literacy and numeracy standards in our
schools. This Labor government has refused to sign up
to a compulsory phonics screening check in grade 1.
The former South Australian Labor government
undertook a 50-school trial of this very important
reform to our early years learning. At a PAEC hearing
in February the Secretary of the Department of
Education and Training in Victoria was asked on a
number of occasions about this, and quite frankly her
answers did not fill me with any confidence
whatsoever. She seemed to suggest that the English
Online Interview assessment tool that is used in
Victoria is the same thing, but on pages 36 and 37 of an
expert panel report to the commonwealth government,
it is shown that the English Online Interview
assessment covers a small proportion of the phonics
content knowledge contained in the year 1 phonics
screening check. The panel concluded that this was
insufficient to assess student knowledge in this
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important foundation skill at a critical point in their
schooling or to guide phonics instruction and
intervention.
The secretary went on to talk about David Gonski.
Well, David Gonski in his review did not talk about
phonics at all, and that is probably quite rightly so
because Mr Gonski is a banker and not a teacher.
Unfortunately, Secretary Callister conflates
phonological and phonemic awareness with phonics;
they are not the same thing. This suggests that her
understanding of early reading instruction and
assessment is somewhat questionable. This secretary is
advising this minister, who frankly has done nothing to
improve literacy and numeracy in our early years.
These are the vital building blocks to improve standards
across our education system that have been going
backwards under Labor.
Labor has been in government in this state for 14 of the
last 18 years and year 9 reading, decline; year 7,
flatline; year 9 numeracy, decline; and year 5
numeracy, decline — they are the NAPLAN results for
Victoria in 2017. Of the government’s own Education
State targets, in seven out of nine the government failed
to meet its own targets. This Labor government has
failed in its basic duty to improve standards in our
schools, and I am not seeing any evidence that it is
going to improve them between now and November.
In the minute that I have left, I will talk about my
electorate of Kew. Kew received absolutely nothing in
this Labor government’s budget. Kew Primary School
received nothing. Kew East Primary School, which is a
relatively old school now, is in dire need of
infrastructure upgrades and it received nothing. Guide
Dogs Victoria, a magnificent institution in our society,
has been completely ignored by the Andrews Labor
government. Josh Frydenberg, the federal member, has
secured funding for that wonderful institution but there
has been nothing from the Premier and his crew in
Victoria — and for that they stand condemned. I hope,
if a coalition government is elected in November, that
particularly Kew East Primary School will receive the
upgrades it so desperately needs and deserves.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr THOMPSON
(Sandringham).
Debate adjourned until later this day.
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ADVANCING THE TREATY PROCESS
WITH ABORIGINAL VICTORIANS
BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed from 28 March; motion of
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Aboriginal Affairs).
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) (16:38) — I rise to
make a contribution on the Advancing the Treaty
Process with Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018. I
commence by acknowledging the traditional owners of
the land on which we meet, the people of the Kulin
nations, and pay my respects to elders past, present and
also future.
In starting off this debate, I have been advised that
there are likely to be some amendments that will be
considered in this house. I have not seen them as yet,
so it is difficult to comment on them, but I certainly
hope to receive them during the course of this
discussion. I understand also that this bill is likely to go
into consideration in detail on Thursday and there will
possibly be the opportunity to have amendments while
the bill is between houses. I certainly look to
monitor them.
This is a debate that needs to be undertaken with a
level of respect and a level of understanding. In recent
weeks I have seen contributions and exchanges on this
matter that, while presenting opposing views, have
been thoughtful and have been very well considered.
Unfortunately I have also seen some that have not been
entirely pleasant and I would hope that the debate from
here on in can be carried out in a respectful and
understanding manner, no matter in which forum it
is discussed.
When we talk about this topic, we consider a number of
elements that sit underneath it relating to matters
including social, cultural and economic needs of
Indigenous Victorians. I think that every member of
this chamber, no matter which side they sit on, would
agree that these are very important. There is no doubt
that governments also have a role to play in this process
to improve outcomes for Indigenous peoples through
policies and programs developed in an environment of
meaningful engagement. This is one of the reasons
obviously why we have the Closing the Gap report and
also have the Victorian Aboriginal affairs framework.
These are objectives that have had the support of all
sides of politics.
There is no doubt that with European settlement came
enormous mistreatment of our Indigenous
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communities. This included but of course is not limited
to murders and massacres; removal from traditional
lands; introduction of diseases that were foreign to this
land and which decimated populations; and from a
landscape perspective, the introduction of pest species
that have caused untold damage over many, many
generations. In relation to these matters, I note that
there has been formal recognition of the injustices of
the past in this chamber on a number of occasions.
Treaty has been discussed both federally and in state
and territory jurisdictions for some time, but
particularly in the federal jurisdiction. This is where we
believe this discussion should take place, rather than at
state level, and I will explain why. While there has been
much differing discussion around what it would or
should include, when receiving feedback on this bill a
range of responses were provided from different
stakeholder groups but there did appear and there
certainly were some constants within that feedback, one
of those being that it should or would recognise the
history and occupation of Australia by Indigenous
people pre-European settlement. This very point
strongly lends this matter to be considered federally
rather than at state level. Whether we talk about a
treaty, an agreement of another description or use a
completely different set of words, and whether it is a
single agreement or one with smaller Indigenous
representative groups, it is our view that this should be
done on the national scale.
One of the other elements that comes up when this
issue is discussed is the creation of a national
Aboriginal body that would consider Aboriginal
interests in any decisions that are made, which is
another reason that this should be considered on the
national scale. Indeed, if progressed, many of the issues
an agreement or treaty would or could include are
certainly not confined to Victoria but are relevant to our
Indigenous peoples right across the nation.
If you were sitting down to plan the perfect process,
you would be dealing with this nationally, rather than
having different discussions in different states, having
vastly different viewpoints across different states and
the potential for vastly different cross-border outcomes.
And right at this particular time there is significant
movement in this space at the federal level. We
presently have a federal bipartisan parliamentary joint
select committee inquiring into matters specifically and
directly relating to self-determination from a national
perspective. Given this, we should allow this
committee, which I would add includes members of the
Labor Party, the Liberal Party, the Greens, the National
Party and Independents, to report back by its due date
later this year.
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I want to mention some of the specific terms of
reference of this current inquiry that is going on at the
federal level. They are to consider if and how
self-determination can be advanced in a way that leads
to greater local decision-making, economic
advancement and improved social outcomes. Another
one of the terms of reference is to recommend options
for constitutional change and any potential
complementary legislative measures which meet the
expectations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples and which will secure cross-party parliamentary
support and the support of the Australian people. These
are areas that are currently being inquired into at the
federal level in a bipartisan manner, and no-one could
argue that these terms of reference do not go to the
heart of this very topic that we have before us today.
The notion has been put forth that this inquiry can
complement this bill at the state level, and that is
something that I would like to make a few comments
on because I do not think that quite stacks up when we
have a look at the detail. What if the federal committee
determines, for instance, that these matters are best
determined by a common national approach? That
could well be one of the outcomes, or something
similar. I also note the recent commentary from the
New South Wales minister that any process leading
towards treaty or treaties with Aboriginal people must
be led by the commonwealth government, and that is a
view that we share. Given the proceedings that are
taking place at the national level right now with this
inquiry, it is happening and that is the commonsense
approach. This stance should not in any way, shape or
form be seen as our not supporting some of the key
elements of the outcomes that this process is seeking to
achieve. To suggest that would not be accurate, and I
think our actions when in government show this. It is
simply that we believe this discussion belongs at the
federal level rather than a state-by-state approach that
could potentially produce very different outcomes.
As far back as the 1970s the National Aboriginal
Conference called for a treaty between First Nations
people and the Australian government, and it was 1998
of course when Bob Hawke committed to a federal
treaty. The more recent Uluru statement called for a
Makarrata commission — a national Indigenous
representative body to be established at the federal level
that would be tasked with seeking Makarrata
agreements or treaties. The final report of
Reconciliation Australia refers to a range of outcomes
in the areas of self-determination. Each one of those
seeks action at the national level, and that is why we
believe that that is where this discussion firmly belongs.
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In recent weeks I have had several discussions with
representatives of Indigenous groups where I have been
told of their support for this process as outlined, and I
have also had discussions with many others who have
raised concerns relating to the process. The major
concern that was raised with me was that there is
clearly an element within our Indigenous community
that feel that they have not been included in this process
to date, and they are opposed to the basic structure that
this bill proposes. They state that they have certainly
been told that this interaction will now occur as part of
the process that this bill outlines but they remain
aggrieved that they have not been included to date, and
I note that other MPs have also made this point.
Unfortunately this process, which is generally aimed at
gaining understanding and acceptance, has proved
divisive for some, as we have read in some media
reports and as we also saw on the floor of the
Parliament in a recent sitting week.
One key point that has surprised me somewhat over
recent weeks is that, while I have had feedback from
some groups expressing an opinion one way or the
other, the amount of individuals, both Indigenous and
non-Indigenous, who know very little, if anything,
about this bill and the general proposal around treaty is
huge. I have a number of Indigenous friends in my own
electorate, developed mainly through years of football
interactions, and over recent weeks — particularly last
week — I have had several discussions about what their
views on this topic are. The vast majority said they
knew absolutely nothing about it, and those who had
heard of it knew no detail.
I understand and I appreciate that the government has
said that this liaison will now come about as part of the
process, but if we have legislation in this chamber and
in this house setting up a framework, there clearly
should be a much wider understanding that this is
proceeding than we currently have. There also appears
to be very little knowledge of this amongst the
nonIndigenous community. If we are to have an
agreement, treaty or document of some description
aimed at a reconciliatory outcome, our entire
community must be aware of its development and be
brought forward with it.
In discussions on this bill feedback was received, as I
mentioned earlier, from several groups. Among them
was the Federation of Victorian Traditional Owners
Corporations, and I thank Marcus and Janine for their
time, their views and their very sensible discussion on
this. I also extend my thanks to the many other groups
that provided feedback, whether it was supportive or
whether it was raising concerns.
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While what the treaty should be is still to be determined
under the model that has been put forth, as I said earlier,
there were some commonalities in the feedback that was
received. This was not limited to but certainly included
recognition of past injustices, a commitment towards
Closing the Gap initiatives and a commitment to
supporting employment, economic independence and
positive outcomes. These are areas that governments of
both persuasions have focused on over recent times, and
while there obviously still remains more work to be
done in certain areas around the Closing the Gap targets,
these are areas that we will continue to commit to.
We are pleased with some of the achievements from
our last term when we were in government, which we
believe speak for themselves. We declared ongoing
protection for the historically significant Aboriginal
heritage site down at Point Ritchie. We were also the
initial government to seek World Heritage status for the
Budj Bim Cultural Landscape, and I certainly
acknowledge that the current government has
progressed that and done an admirable job there. We
also established the Victorian Indigenous Honour Roll
to honour those who have excelled in so many different
areas in our community.
Of great significance was the passing of the Traditional
Owner Settlement Act 2010, recognising the Dja Dja
Wurrung as the traditional owners in central Victoria.
We ended almost a decade of administration at Lake
Tyers by initiating the process to establish a committee
of administrators that again the current government has
taken over and overseen. We supported the work of the
Koorie Heritage Trust and their relocation from King
Street on the outskirts of the Melbourne CBD into the
city centre. We were also heavily involved in investing
$100 000 a year towards the invaluable Aboriginal oral
history collection, and we restored funding to
Reconciliation Victoria. I think our record of support
for the Indigenous community is very strong. That has
been bipartisan and I certainly acknowledge that.
Before I finish I just want to go back to where I think
this discussion sits. We believe this is best pursued on a
national basis, as the existence of the current federal
inquiry would indicate, and this is an inquiry we
support. We also believe the money that has been
earmarked for this process could be invested in
achieving very positive outcomes in relation to Closing
the Gap initiatives and spending that on the ground in
our communities while discussions around
self-determination matters are dealt with at the federal
level for all Australians.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) (16:53) — I am
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very, very pleased and proud to speak on the
Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018. In doing so I also want to
acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on
which we stand today. I pay my respects to the elders,
past and present, and any who may be here in the
precinct and certainly acknowledge the many tragedies
that have faced our traditional owners for a number of
years now and how, importantly, this bill begins or
continues on what has been a very long journey but an
absolutely necessary one to make reparations for
centuries of disengagement and removal of ownership
of land. I acknowledge and congratulate the thousands
of Indigenous voices who have pushed for this for
many, many years. This would not have happened
without their constant struggle.
This is the first piece of Victorian legislation to
acknowledge the Indigenous community’s fundamental
right to self-determination. Despite this being a new
introduction to the Victorian Parliament, this standard
has been around for quite some time, certainly on the
international scene. The United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous People recognises the right to
self-determination as crucial to economic and
social equality.
This piece of legislation has been driven by Victoria’s
strong and proud Indigenous communities, and the
Aboriginal Treaty Working Group has gone to great
lengths to broadcast the voices of all Indigenous
Victorians, engaged with thousands of Victorians, and
those voices certainly demand a treaty. Consultation
has been driven by Indigenous Victoria for Indigenous
Victoria, and that has been fundamental in the
development of this bill. I commend both the
Aboriginal Treaty Working Group and also the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs for enacting a very,
very strong process, one that has been based on the
foundations of inclusiveness and listening and learning.
Ultimately it is about enacting a strong process to
ensure that the Indigenous community will lead the way
for themselves in the next steps of self-determination.
The path to collaboration between groups has been
paved and will put us in good stead going into further
negotiations with the passing of this bill, and I certainly
hope that will be the case.
The bill also serves to separate symbolic change from
real and practical change. It was around this time last
year that the federal government failed to listen to the
Uluru Statement from the Heart and a gathering that
called for a First Nations voice to the federal Parliament
and for the establishment of a Makarrata commission,
which would have laid the foundations for treaty. The
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Prime Minister unfortunately rejected this statement out
of hand.
Recognition of our country’s past is absolutely
necessary, but it is not enough in itself. It does not solve
the years of economic, social and political inequality
Indigenous communities have faced. The Aboriginal
Representative Body (ARB) will act to ensure that the
focus is set on addressing these issues. Having an
Indigenous representative body at the top of the
negotiating table is fundamental and will address any
structural barriers previously unseen due to any
personal privileges. The ARB will also seek to ensure
that the changes proposed in the treaty are not just
symbolic, but instead are tangible exercises that will
lead Victoria’s Aboriginal community towards
self-determination.
The Andrews Labor government believes in more than
just the handshakes and the false promises. This is a bill
about self-determination on the terms of Victoria’s
Indigenous community and not on the terms of white
Australia. As part of the bill, the self-determination
fund will seek to address this imbalance. The
self-determination fund will be entirely dedicated to the
economic and social growth of Victoria’s Indigenous
community and their progress on achieving treaty. This
autonomy is fundamental. The government
acknowledges that telling the Indigenous community
what they need is not self-determination, and too often
it is an easy pattern to fall into. It is nothing more than
condescending paternalism, which certainly has no
place in any modern government at all. Unlike our
federal counterparts we trust Australia’s traditional
owners to express their self-determination how they see
fit. I look forward to seeing the fund take its first steps
in addressing the equality gap between Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal Victorians.
As I touched on previously, the bill at its core has
reflected the advice received through the Aboriginal
representative working group’s extensive consultation
process. With over 7000 individual Indigenous
members contributing to the consultation, the process is
reminiscent of incredibly successful first peoples treaty
processes internationally. I am confident that this bill
represents a majority of our Indigenous population in
their views and their hopes and their aspirations, and I
believe that many in the community share that belief
with me. To quote the Victorian treaty advancement
commissioner, Jill Gallagher:
… it’s exciting that it’s now being taken seriously.

This is an incredibly exciting and relieving period for
people across Victoria, and I am very proud to stand
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with a government that puts the rights of the Indigenous
communities first. The legislation that is being debated
today is one of many steps that are being taken to
enshrine Indigenous participation, consultation and
self-determination in legislation.
Through my own portfolios I have had the privilege to
witness these changes in action. In the environment and
land portfolio, our joint management policies between
the Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning (DELWP) and Indigenous owners enable the
knowledge and culture of traditional landowner groups
to be recognised and implemented in the management
of the land. Agreements have been made with the
Gunnai/Kurnai people and the Dja Dja Wurrung people
to formally recognise these groups as the traditional
owners of Gippsland and part of central Victoria. This
is manifested in many ways, including workshops, park
employment, access to and use of the land and having
seats at the table for future land management.
In the fire management portfolio area, our government
has worked with Indigenous communities to see
traditional burning make a historic return. Such
traditional burning has been incorporated into forest fire
management programs as a holistic approach to
bushfire reduction and preparedness. I certainly do
want to see more of this activity happening so that we
can learn a number of the ways that do exist to better
manage our land. In May last year two traditional burns
were undertaken by Forest Fire Management Victoria
and Dja Dja Wurrung firefighters through Victoria’s
Safer Together program. This was unbelievably
successful, and we saw for the first time many of the
younger firefighters, who are employees of DELWP,
walking with their elders through the country to learn
firsthand, in situ, the role that fire management actually
plays in terms of culture — and not just culture, but in
fact in terms of the role it played in the management of
the land in previous times.
This was very, very successful, and since then on our
government has announced a targeted $250 000 in seed
funding to enable Victorian Aboriginal leaders to
develop a statewide traditional burning strategy. These
techniques have been around for thousands of years, and
yet they have only recently been legislated. It is with
processes such as treaties that we can work together to
create the best outcomes, not just for our environment
but also to enrich what makes this state great, and that
includes our people — all of our people, fully integrated
and in a real partnership — managing our land.
The generational atrocities committed against
Australia’s first peoples cannot be undone, nor can they
be solved overnight, but this bill will begin to heal those
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wounds. It will be a long journey, but one that this
government is absolutely committed to, working in
partnership and in lock step with the community. Our
government is committed to a process that aids all
Indigenous Victorians in their personal and collective
fight towards self-determination. This bill is not about
political pointscoring; it is not about making things
right, although that is always the best thing to do. But it
is not the only thing to do; there are many things
beyond that, including of course making sure that
equality is real in a tangible sense in terms of
relationship with land and ensuring that we do get to a
real point of being able to say, ‘Yes, we have made
amends and we have given the full strength to
Indigenous communities to self-determine their future’.
I commend this bill wholeheartedly. It begins the very,
very long and robust work to come, and that it is one
that everyone I think has committed themselves to with
trust and commitment and all seriousness to get the
outcomes that we need.
Ms VICTORIA (Bayswater) (17:03) — I rise to
speak on the Advancing the Treaty Process with
Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018. I do so not only as a
member of this house but also as a former shadow
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs in this state. Having
served in that role, I have watched this process with
great interest. I have been very involved and I have
listened to a lot of the debate. I have listened to a lot of
people and had a lot of meetings one on one with
interested parties from all different angles. There are
not just two sides to this particular debate. There are so
many views around the issues — around process and
around the question as to whether a treaty is actually
needed. There seem to be so many views that I do not
know how we can express them all in this place in just
10 minutes.
Much of the conversation has been around what
tangible outcomes would come with a treaty. How
would the gaps be closed as a result of this bill? The
current statistics, as we know, are absolutely
unacceptable. Aboriginal Australians are 10 times more
likely to develop kidney disease, 17 times more likely
to be hospitalised for assault, four times less likely to
finish school and three times less likely to find
employment. They are also 13 times more likely to be
imprisoned and — a horrible statistic — two and a half
times more likely to commit suicide. They also have an
average life expectancy of around 11 years less than
non-Aboriginal Australians. This is 2018, and it is
simply not acceptable. There has been a lot of money
spent over the years on trying to change these
outcomes. A huge amount has been spent on programs
to close the gap and yet these statistics are not
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improving. This is not the future the world’s oldest
surviving culture wants or deserves.
There are some very good programs for young
Aboriginal people that are having very tangible
outcomes, and I want to highlight one of those in my
area. I was very proud to be at Heathmont College last
week for National Reconciliation Week. Heathmont
College have been working with Eastern Access and
Community Health and Knox City Council for some
time now. In fact this is the second year in a program
called Journey Tracks. The facilitators are Vanessa and
Zoe, and I want to put on record the amazing work that
they do. The program is about embedding Aboriginal
culture right throughout the curriculum for all students.
The program is not only for the 11 participants who are
there this year — that represents about 75 per cent of
the Aboriginal students attending Heathmont
College — it is also about educating the wider school
and also the local community. It is about exploring and
celebrating their culture. I acknowledge that they are
helping to nurture and bring out the emerging leaders.
They are dedicated to teaching them about their
heritage, and these children are learning how to be
leaders in the years to come.
I want to make special mention of this year’s
participants: Ebonee, Dakota, Maddison, Michael,
Tanika, Jennifer, Kaiya, Zak, Ashleigh, Kayla and
Jayden. Three of the assemblies last week were
conducted by these students. They lead the assemblies,
they do the welcome to country and we even got them
up there participating in some of the dances. They sang
along and of course helped their fellow students to
understand what it is to be an Aboriginal person
growing up as a teenager these days. They educate the
wider school community about their identity: things
like — as they explained to me — how assuming that
they should all look the same, that they should all be the
same colour, is indeed racist. As I said, they shared
their dance and they shared their stories.
Last year I was very proud to be there when they did
the installation of the new flagpole that very proudly,
every day, flies the Aboriginal flag. It was an initiative
of the very bright young students from years 7 to 12 last
year, and it was led by Kelsey, a young Aboriginal
woman who also happened to be the school captain.
They have also included artworks around the school
grounds, and later this year they will be working with
elders to map out their heritage on a possum skin cloak.
There are major benefits to this program: the genuine
connection with the students’ families is so real and so
obvious, and the self-belief these young people gain is
immeasurable. So I am so pleased that the success of
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Heathmont College in participating in this program has
led to nearby Marlborough Primary School starting
their program, with three young primary school
children involved in this program. That is 50 per cent of
their Aboriginal community.
I want to read into the record something from the
Reconciliation Australia website. They say:
Our vision of national reconciliation is based on five critical
dimensions: race relations, equality and equity, institutional
integrity, unity and historical acceptance. These five
dimensions do not exist in isolation; they are interrelated and
Australia can only achieve full reconciliation if we progress in
all five.

These five dimensions also cannot just exist in one
location in one state. They have to be embraced
nationally, and so I agree with the governments of New
South Wales and South Australia that any approach to
treaty should be done nationally.
Federally there is a multiparty committee currently
doing very in-depth work around the possibility of a
treaty and other matters. They are due to report back to
the Australian Parliament over the coming months, and
it is my belief that any state going it alone may hamper
broader developments. We need practical reconciliation
for all. I understand that the road to this point in
Victoria has been a long one, but waiting just a little
while longer to resolve so many questions that still
remain amongst the Aboriginal people themselves
could surely be worth the wait.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (17:10) — I am a bit
nonplussed that the member for Bayswater, a former
minister, would not have even spoken for her full time
on such an important issue. I am absolutely
gobsmacked, especially as she indicated that basically
she is not going to be supporting something that is so
significant to Indigenous people in Victoria.
I did start with outrage; I should not have. I want to
begin my contribution to this very important bill by
acknowledging the traditional owners of the land on
which we meet here today and pay my respects to elders
past and present, the Wurundjeri people. I was born just
around the corner from here, but I spent my formative
years in the Warrnambool area in Gunditjmara country
and then in Mildura. I learned so much from those
people during my teenage years, at a time when our
Indigenous people were not respected at all.
One of the great joys of being in public life for me is to
see that we are taking these steps to right those wrongs.
Wherever I go across the state as the Parliamentary
Secretary for Regional Victoria and parliamentary
secretary for tourism, I am absolutely amazed at the
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capacity of Indigenous people, whichever country they
come from across this state, to forgive what has
happened. For those of us who came later and are
descendants of the colonising powers, I do not think
that our culture is anywhere near as forgiving as our
Indigenous people are and have been. They are
generous and they want to put aside the past and share
what is humanity’s longest continuous culture. I just
want to thank every single one of them from the bottom
of my heart for the wisdom that they have passed on to
me and for how they are able to forgive. I think as
community leaders we should learn so much from that
and we should listen.
I rose to speak after the member for Bayswater, who
could not even manage 10 minutes despite having been
a minister. I have heard her rabbit on in here, but she
never really skimmed more than the surface of how
nice Aboriginal art is. I do not think she has ever really
felt or understood or tried to understand. She just
epitomises what is wrong with community leadership
that does not understand why this is so important. I
want to commend Jill Gallagher and everyone who has
done the work. This is not about treaty; it is not the
finalising of it. It is ‘Let’s get into the process’. I
assume the member for Bayswater is indicating that the
Liberal Party and the coalition are not going to support
this. I am absolutely gobsmacked, after the amount of
consultation and well-meaning conversations across
this state, how they could not be respectful of that.
I was in Kerang last week and I heard a welcome to
country from Aunty Elsie. I reckon Aunty Elsie must be
one of the funniest aunties in Victoria. Her welcome to
country, her sharing of her culture and how she wanted
us to be there for the regional partnership forum — I
will just never forget it. I had been at another welcome
to country that she had done in Koondrook a year or so
back, and I was saying to my colleagues, ‘You have got
to hear this woman’. When she talked about traditional
remedies for all sorts of things it was very instructive
and hilarious. She talked about looking out for the
children there, how there is a collective responsibility
for children and how they have a collective
responsibility to grow and take responsibility for their
community and for the land — it just says so much
about their culture.
I am really privileged that so many of the localities in
my electorate, including my electorate name, come
from this fabulous culture. Yan Yean means boy.
Mernda means girl. Wollert, which is a neighbouring
suburb, means possum. Yarrambat is high hill, and
Tuerong — actually I forget whether it is kookaburra or
laughter but it is a really happy word. I love it when I
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go to Tuerong; it makes me feel really happy and it
makes me want to laugh.
I think there is so much cause for celebration of this
wonderful culture. Mernda Central College has a
scarred tree in the middle of the campus. Forty of the
children at that school are Indigenous kids, and the
whole school community is benefiting from learning
from the wisdom of those kids. Those kids take pride in
who they are and their families are such a welcome and
integral part of the school. When the Mernda police
station was opened last year and Uncle Perry Wandin
did a welcome to country, the connection of our law
enforcement officers with the local community was just
such a contrast to our colonial past.
I think the member for Bayswater was reading
something into Hansard that seemed to say that we
should not go down the path of treaty, we have got to
do it nationally. This colonial past happened via
colonies. This was a colony of Victoria. This is the
Parliament of Victoria. We are a sovereign state. Her
Majesty the Queen of Australia is also the head of state
in this state. We ought respect that and we should
respect the fact of how this colony came into being. It is
not beyond this Parliament to take responsibility and to
go down the path of treaty with our Indigenous people.
I would urge those on the other side before it gets to the
upper house to really consider this. It is time; it is
beyond time.
I talked earlier about how I had grown up in country
Victoria, and I saw some pretty awful things in terms of
the way in which Indigenous people were treated,
including Indigenous friends of mine whom I had
grown to love. I have now seen some of those same
community leaders who were horribly cruel when I was
a teenager — anyone who knows me knows that it was
not yesterday when I was a teenager — opening their
hearts. They have opened their ears and hearts and
minds to the wonder of this community. Why would we
not want to take that opportunity right now? There is
something in the air. There is something in the water.
We can actually do this. We can achieve it. Our
Indigenous people deserve nothing less.
My electorate is on Wurundjeri land, but at the top of it
is Taungurung country. I want to read a statement from
the Taungurung Clans Aboriginal Corporation CEO,
Matthew Burns, who said that treaty is an opportunity
for politicians to demonstrate that they acknowledge,
support and respect the traditional owners. He said:
We as the Taungurung nation support the treaty bill as it
provides the platform to acknowledge and cement our status,
culture and history upon the state of Victoria …
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It means a great deal to the traditional owners to see the bill
progress through Parliament.

I think that those words really epitomise why we should
do this. To those opposite I say: if you do not want to
do it for that reason, actually do it for the reason that it
is going to be good for our economy. I have no doubt
that when UNESCO comes here in the middle of next
year that Budj Bim will get World Heritage listing, and
we will have tourists from all over the world wanting to
come and see stone structures of housing and eel traps
that predate Stonehenge. I think it would be a terrible
shame if those people from all over the world do not
come to a state where treaty has moved down the path
that this bill indicates it should. I think it is incumbent
on this house and the upper house to pass this bill and
to do the right thing — to go down the path, to walk
hand in hand with the traditional owners of this great
state. I commend the work of everyone that has been
involved in this and the passionate minister and her
staff. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms THORPE (Northcote) (17:20) — Under
standing orders I wish to advise the house of
amendments to the Advancing the Treaty Process with
Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018 and request that they
be circulated.
Greens amendments circulated by Ms THORPE
(Northcote) under standing orders.
Ms THORPE — I would like to begin my speech
on the Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018 by acknowledging the traditional
owners of the land on which we stand: the Kulin nation
and the Wurundjeri-willam clan and the Boon Wurrung
First Nation. I pay my respects to their struggle,
survival and resistance, proven in never ceding their
country. I am honoured today to have the opportunity to
speak on the Advancing the Treaty Process with
Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018.
I feel the weight of my ancestors on my shoulders today
as I speak. I know how long my people and all the other
clans and First Nations have fought for treaty. I would
like to take a moment to say a few words in my
traditional Gunnai language:
Deetgung gurruwungo boorun gurruwungo.

This means ‘blue wren dreaming, pelican dreaming’. It
is an acknowledgement of the spirits of my people, the
spirits that guide me today.
The lack of treaty in Victoria and Australia has been a
longstanding injustice against the first peoples of this
land. It denies people’s land and means to achieve
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economic independence, self-governance, proper
freedom to live in accordance with their culture and
even proper recognition of their identity. Through
treaties it is these things that must be fully revealed in a
truth-telling process. It is also these things that the first
peoples of this land should receive redress for. Treaties
have the potential to settle these matters and create
peace between the first peoples and the state of Victoria.
As I see it we have two choices regarding the treaty
process. Victoria can have a process that is led by
government-appointed officials, where representation
and thus power is handed to those who already have a
lot of power and sway with the government. If this
happens, treaty risks doing nothing to empower and
reach the grassroots communities, and nothing will
change. Alternatively we can take a different path. We
can have a process that understands that treaty is about
justice and providing an opportunity for the
marginalised to be empowered. So I say to all members
of this house: the futures of not just tens of thousands of
people but many nations of people are in our hands. We
must strive to get this right. We must put party politics
aside. We must be humble and open to any suggestions
that strengthen this legislation. The Greens have done
our best to consult with elders, clans and First Nations,
as well as lawyers and organisations, but with only a
few weeks to do so this has only just touched the
surface. We have done what we can with limited time.
We have heard and responded to feedback from a range
of opinions to develop our position.
I want to start by talking about the positive aspects of
this proposed legislation from the Greens’ perspective.
First and foremost, it is heartening to have a bill that
would actually lock in a process for advancing treaty
after so many years of injustice and inaction. This bill
achieves a number of things. It provides a basis for
establishing a representative body for Aboriginal
people of Victoria, which will work with the minister to
shape the framework for negotiations. It provides
guiding principles for the treaty negotiation process.
These principles are all very worthy and commendable.
I was very pleased to see the language in the
self-determination and empowerment principle
mirroring language laid out in the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP). The other principles of fairness and
equality, partnership and good faith, mutual benefit and
sustainability and transparency and accountability are
all elements essential to the negotiating process.
The bill also sets up a treaty authority to oversee the
treaty process, outlines the elements of a treaty
negotiating framework, sets up a process for dispute
resolution and reporting, and establishes the
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much-needed self-determination fund that funds
Aboriginal Victorians to negotiate on equal footing
with the state. The use of the term ‘on equal footing’ is
most welcome and needed in recognition of the power
imbalance between the state and the clans.
All of these elements provide a good starting point, but
we believe this bill must be strengthened in a number of
ways which I will outline. Firstly, we need to know the
government is serious about treaty and fully committed
to a true treaty process. If they want the sovereign clans
and First Nations to participate, fundamental to a true
treaty is recognition by the state that this is Aboriginal
land — that sovereignty has never, ever been ceded by
the clans. The preamble to this bill states:
Victorian traditional owners maintain that their sovereignty
has never been ceded, and … have long called for treaty.

But that is not the same as the government recognising
it for themselves.
The government must acknowledge the sovereign clans
as the owners and occupiers of the land now claimed by
this state. Further, we must specifically rule out anything
in this bill that is ceding the sovereignty of clans. The
reason this needs to be spelt out is twofold: firstly, we
must ensure that no clan enters into an agreement that
unintentionally has the effect of ceding their
sovereignty; and secondly, while Victoria is currently
progressing this treaty agenda, there is still hope that a
commonwealth process will also occur. It is crucial that
clans and First Nations in Victoria are not excluded
from participating in a commonwealth process.
The last aspect of sovereignty is recognising each of the
sovereign clans as distinct political peoples and each as
a separate party to the negotiations. That is not to say
the First Nations or groups of clans cannot
self-determine to collectively negotiate treaty, but any
such collective efforts must occur with the free, prior
and informed consent of the sovereign peoples — the
clans they represent.
Currently this bill speaks of ‘Aboriginal Victorians’, a
term that potentially treats us as if we were one
homogenous ethnic group. We are the first peoples of
this land. Once there were some 300 clans; today about
100 clans survive. There are 38 language groups among
these clans, and each has its own culture, traditions,
beliefs, customs, law and territory. As it stands, the
structures envisaged by this bill have the potential to
undermine existing Aboriginal law and culture and the
principle of free, prior and informed consent. The lack
of recognition in this bill of Aboriginal culture,
including the different clans and First Nations and
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indeed the role of elders, is concerning from a human
rights perspective.
In addition to cultural appropriateness, it is critical from
a legal perspective to recognise who the parties are. A
treaty is negotiated between two sovereign parties and
as such cannot be negotiated and agreed to with just
anyone from the Aboriginal community. There is
extensive international law and precedent and academic
literature to support this position. The bill, however,
uses the term ‘Aboriginal Victorians’ as part of the
process and does not define it further in any clauses,
leaving it open as to who may be party to the process. I
note the amendments circulated by the government to
provide explicit recognition in the bill of the traditional
owners of the land known as Victoria, and I welcome
these amendments.
We continue to assert that it is the Aboriginal clans of
Victoria that are the sovereign peoples and that the
clans should be referenced in the bill as such, while
acknowledging they often choose to organise and
represent themselves at the level of First Nation
language groups in accordance with self-determination.
Added to this, we will take the step of suggesting that
the clans and First Nations should be listed in a
schedule to this bill. Listing the clans may help avoid a
lengthy process of clans having to prove who they are
and their right to participate. It is critical that as the
treaty process continues the free, prior and informed
consent of the first peoples of this land is front and
centre. The Greens will be putting forth amendments to
make these changes to the bill.
Next I want to build on this theme of true treaties. A
treaty is not just any agreement. It is a particular type of
agreement, one between two sovereign parties. It is a
settlement of claims and an opportunity to make peace.
This bill makes some statements in the preamble about
what a treaty might be. It states that a treaty or treaties
might provide recognition for historic wrongs, address
ongoing injustices, support reconciliation and promote
the fundamental human rights of Aboriginal peoples,
including the right to self-determination.
A recent article by Harry Hobbs and George Williams,
the dean of law at the University of New South Wales,
called ‘The Noongar Settlement: Australia’s First
Treaty’ discusses the key elements of a treaty. It says,
and I quote:
While the content of negotiated agreements differs, however,
to constitute a treaty, an agreement must contain more than
mere symbolic recognition; an inherent right to some level of
sovereignty or self-government must be recognised and
provided for.
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Again, I welcome the government moving to insert a
definition of treaty into the bill that explicitly
recognises the right of Aboriginal people to
self-determination. A treaty may include matters
additional to these, but this is the minimum.
Moving on to the issue of representation, this bill before
us does not define who will make up the Aboriginal
Representative Body. It simply states that the
commissioner for advancing the treaty process will
make recommendations to the minister regarding the
name of the entity, how the entity is established and the
legal structure of the entity. It also does not specify that
only Aboriginal Victorians, let alone people from the
sovereign clans or First Nations or even traditional
owners, can sit on the representative body. We are not
alone in these concerns. The Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee raised concerns regarding the
cultural rights of Aboriginal persons in respect of the
Aboriginal Representative Body. Alert Digest No. 5 of
2018 states, and I quote:
The choice of representatives may be an expression of
cultural identity or it could be considered to be a cultural
practice. Because certain representatives carry authority
within Aboriginal culture, such as elders, allowing those
elders to represent the community in establishing the treaty
process may allow the expression of that cultural identity and
respect that cultural practice.

The government is moving to fix this by an amendment
providing that only traditional owners can be on the
Aboriginal Representative Body. A further problem is
that proposals so far for the representative body have
elections based on regions and population. Our way is
for the sovereign clans to self-determine who they want
representing them via their own self-determined
processes, not via a process imposed on us.
Article 18 of the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples states, and I quote:
Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in
decision-making in matters which would affect their rights,
through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance
with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop
their own Indigenous decision-making institutions.

The key words here are ‘in accordance with their own
procedures’. I can only speak for my clans and my
experience, but we do not have an election to establish
who our representatives are. Any attempt to rely on the
community assembly recommendations to determine
the process for establishing the Aboriginal
Representative Body risks undermining the treaty
process in the eyes of many Aboriginal people.
The community assembly had no mandate — no
mandate — to be formed. When the government put the
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proposal to the 28 April 2017 community consultation,
it was rejected. Yet the government went ahead
anyway. We are proposing a new way forward — that
the treaty advancement commissioner work with the
clan elders council to re-think this process and develop
a more culturally appropriate way forward.
A clan elders council is something that has long been
called for by Aboriginal people. In the government’s
February 2016 self-determination forum the people
called for treaty, for efforts for constitutional
recognition to be halted while treaties progress and for
resources to establish a clan elders council. At many
subsequent government consultations people again
called for a clan elders council.
In response to the failure to resource and support the
establishment of the clan elders council, the Victorian
Traditional Owner Land Justice Group, with the
support of the Greens, organised the inaugural clan
elders council on treaty. This meeting was held here at
Parliament on 14 May 2018. Roughly 40 elders from
tens of clans and First Nations attended, and
unanimously supported formation of the clan elders
council and agreed to the following statement:
We clan elders, gathered at the Victorian Parliament House in
Melbourne, meeting on the land of the Kulin First Nation,
coming from places across the land now known as Victoria,
make this statement:
Our clans and nations are the first sovereign peoples of the
land now known as Victoria. We have existed on our land
from the beginning of time. Our culture and connection to
country remain strong.
Our sovereignty has never been ceded or extinguished.
We seek justice and reparations for past and present wrongs
and truth telling about our history.
We long for a chance to create peace and prosperity for our
children based on self-determination, freedom and economic
independence.
We acknowledge and welcome that the Victorian government
has begun a process for advancing treaty for all Victorians.
We believe that the treaty consultation process so far has been
flawed and failed to engage with the sovereign clans and First
Nations.
We call for a treaty process that respects and acknowledges
our clans’ sovereignty, our culture and our inherent rights.
Our sovereignty, and each of the 38 language groups and
300 clans, must be clearly recognised in the government’s
treaty advancement legislation.
We assert our right to self-determination, and free, prior and
informed consent regarding any decisions that affect us.
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We call for our rightful place and voice in all decision-making
that advances the treaty process.
Inaugural clan elders council on treaty
14 May 2018

We are pleased that the government now recognises the
importance of an elders council. It is essential that the
treaty commission act quickly to fully form the elders
council by inviting all clans and First Nations to
self-determine their representatives on the council and
bring the elders council formally into the treaty process.
I was pleased to see the government has allocated some
$9 million for establishing the Aboriginal
Representative Body and for advancing the treaty
process in the recent budget papers. I would assert that
resourcing this clan elders council is an essential part of
this. To ensure the elders and their clans and First
Nations are no longer sidelined in the consultation and
decision-making process, the treaty advancement
commissioner must work in partnership with the clan
elders council in devising her recommendations to the
minister on the Aboriginal Representative Body.
Next I will turn to the guiding principles. As I
previously mentioned, the Greens are happy with the
principles so far articulated, but we believe these could
be further strengthened by a more explicit reference to
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples. We continually see our
governments act in contravention of UN declarations,
which our country is a party to, particularly in respect
of the rights of asylum seekers but also on other issues.
With this in mind, we think it is essential that the
UNDRIP be more deeply embedded in this treaty
process. For our confidence in the process it is
important that it be named in the legislation, and we
welcome that the government is open to this.
Turning to the self-determination fund, as I said, we
strongly support it being directed to support Aboriginal
clans to negotiate on equal footing with the state. But
there are a few other things that we believe are essential
to be funded if we are to have a fair and proper
treaty process.
Firstly, there should be financial support for further
cultural mapping of Aboriginal people’s genealogy.
Due to the ravages of colonisation, lots of knowledge
about our history and ancestors has been lost to many
people. Some clans are so decimated that the
knowledge is very fragmented. But the knowledge is
there, amongst the elders, if we can be supported to
bring it all together.
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Secondly, we believe funding should be provided for a
process of truth telling about the true history of
Victoria. As it stands, very few people understand what
happened here. There is little discussion or recognition
of the frontier wars and all the Aboriginal warriors who
lost their lives fighting against the colonial invaders.
Finally, I would like to turn to the treaty authority. This
is an important body with the responsibility of
overseeing the treaty negotiations. We believe the
legislation should explicitly reference the independence
of the treaty authority and are pleased the government
has also adopted this recommendation.
I would like to conclude today by stating that this bill
has a basis for moving forward. Treaty is not about
moral appeasement or legitimacy for the Victorian
government; it is about securing justice and political
and economic rights for the first peoples of this land.
There is nothing more important to the future of the
first peoples of Victoria than this treaty process. It is not
going to happen overnight. It will take time for our first
peoples to truly understand what treaty means and to
engage in the process. It will also take time for the
wider Victorian population to understand treaty and be
part of the process of healing. It is history in the making
and has the potential to change the course of our future
if we get it right.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (17:40) — I too would
like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land
on which we meet today, the Wurundjeri people of the
Kulin nation, and pay my respects to their elders, past
and present. I am delighted to make a contribution on
this bill because I am extremely proud of the great
work that Labor governments have done in recent
history in terms of addressing some of the systemic
problems and failings of previous governments. I think
you can go back to the Whitlam years as evidence of
that. But I do acknowledge in so doing and rising in
this place that I am what I am, and I have my own
limited experience. I am a white, middle-aged male,
and as a consequence of that —
Ms Ward — Congratulations.
Mr PEARSON — The member for Eltham says,
‘Congratulations’. As a consequence of that, my
learnings and my experience on this are limited. I am,
though, indebted to an electorate officer of mine,
Rachael Davies, who is a Palawa woman. I asked her
what this treaty means to her — to a young, Indigenous
woman who works for me, with a bright future in front
of her. She wrote me a statement, which I would like to
read to the house:
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As a young Palawa woman growing up on Wurundjeri land,
although I may not be living on country in Lutruwita —
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continuing processes of self-determination will eventuate into
young Aboriginal men and women reading their own
speeches in places like this in the future.

which is Tasmania —
being able to live in a state where Indigenous communities
are so strong, proud and organised results not only in this
legislation, but also in a sense of incredible pride that our
voices are well represented and will be well represented in the
process of developing treaty. The significance of this moment
in the movement to self-determination is not something that
should ever be underestimated. I for one enjoy so many
privileges that those before me have laid the path towards.
Communities have laid the path for this legislation during
decades of advocacy and action. Knowing that this process is
now being led by such resilient leaders is incredible to
observe as an Indigenous person living on and visiting lands
which are not my own. The leadership and action of Minister
Hutchins, Jill Gallagher, AO, the Aboriginal Community
Assembly, the Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission
and the Aboriginal Treaty Working Group is to be
commended and admired. The work they do and the issues
they give voice to will continue to transcend time, generation
and nation.
The magnitude of this process is also symbolised by its place
in the nation’s history. Being able to write our own history, to
be the voice of our own communities and to share the truth of
our journeys has been something that continues to be a
challenge in many environments. I hope this moment of truth
telling can allow us, Indigenous and non-Indigenous people,
to share in coming to terms with the violent histories of these
lands and the injustices that continue today in a way that is
centred on Indigenous peoples’ voices and realities. There is
something so powerful in these moments where the decisions
that are made in this place have the potential to redefine our
futures in a way that allows for greater self-determination. Its
impacts transcend state borders. This legislation furthers the
principles and messages of the Uluru statement and
contributions to a national conversation of our rightful place
as Indigenous people in the nation.

I feel incredibly proud to be able to speak on a bill like
this today. This is about doing what is right and doing
what is fair. We will never as a nation be able to
achieve our full potential unless we do this and unless
we come to terms with the way in which we treated our
first Australians.
I am disappointed that the opposition have indicated
their opposition to this bill. I note the member for
Gippsland East indicated that we should wait and work
with the federal government and that it is really a role
for the federal government to pursue, but we know that
the federal government has rejected the Uluru
statement. We know that they have ignored Aboriginal
Victorians. The member for Gippsland East in his
contribution said that there had been a lack of
consultation, yet my understanding is that
approximately 7000 Indigenous Victorians have been
consulted on this bill.
The bill itself looks at establishing a treaty authority, a
treaty negotiation framework and a self-determination
fund. This has been the result of extensive work. The
government has spent an enormous amount of time
consulting and trying to get this right to bring before
this place a bill which provides a means by which treaty
can be achieved, a negotiation framework that can
provide some structure and process around that and a
fund to do the things that need to be done.

As a state representative, I would hope that you never
underestimate your ability to be a part of this movement as an
ally. There is so much power in solidarity. All of us are better
off for being able to have respectful public conversations
where Indigenous communities are not stereotyped and
misrepresented but our realities are understood and our
truths accepted.

I listened to the member for Northcote’s contribution,
and I appreciate the level of work that the member for
Northcote has done in terms of providing the extensive
amendments that she has laid before the house. I would
plead to the Greens and I would plead to the member
for Northcote that this is an opportunity to have a treaty
in place. I would hope that ultimately the Greens would
rather a situation where they have a treaty in place, an
authority in place, a fund in place and a dispute
resolution process in place and in structure now than
having this bill defeated in the dying days of the
58th Parliament, because we know those opposite do
not support this and we do not know what the outcome
of the election in November will be. And if not now, I
say to the member for Northcote, when? There is a bill
that is before the house. This has been the result of
extensive consultation.

I acknowledge that this process is not purely a means to an
end and that we continue to confront many diverse challenges
throughout the country. However, it is important that we
pause, reflect and understand the magnitude of what we are
realising, something that Aboriginal Victorians have fought
for decades is coming to fruition. I hope that this treaty and

I appreciate the member for Northcote’s contribution,
and I appreciate the fact that she has a lived experience
that is vastly different to mine and has experienced a
way of life and prejudice and racism I have never
confronted in my life, but there is an opportunity for the

Where the trauma and pain of the legacies of ancestors lay, so
does a pathway of healing through truth telling and sharing. I
hope that the success of this legislation and consequential
treaty negotiations and processes brings optimism to
Indigenous peoples across other states, to realise what is
possible under progressive and pragmatic governments.
Observing and listening to communities in Victoria aspire to
progressively achieve treaty and now seeing how those
aspirations can become a reality are a source of deep
appreciation and optimism for what can be possible for
Palawa people in Lutruwita … as well.
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member for Northcote to be associated with something
that is great, with something that will be enduring and
with something that will change the lives of Indigenous
Victorians for generations to come. This is the
opportunity. I can appreciate the fact that in the
member’s mind it might not be perfect, and I do not
doubt for a moment the sincerity of her arguments, but
the time is now. We can do this now. As we all know as
legislators, down the track governments change and
people might have a different slant or a different take on
things and might choose to amend the legislation, but
they are amending an act — they are not introducing
new legislation, they are not starting the process all over
again. This is the time. The time is now.
For me, to be a representative of the labour movement
and to be a representative of the Labor Party, a party
which has striven in recent times to do the right things
by Indigenous Victorians and Indigenous
Australians — going back to when Whitlam passed the
first land rights legislation in the dying days of his
government — gives me enormous pride. Like many of
us here, we stand on the shoulders of giants. We are
continuing a great Labor tradition. It gives me great
pleasure to be able to speak on a bill like this and to
also give a young woman like Rachael an opportunity
to have her say and tell her story about what this means
for her and her people. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (17:49) — I rise to make a
contribution on the Advancing the Treaty Process with
Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018, and I acknowledge
that we are standing on lands that were under the
custodianship of the Kulin nations. I think it is an
opportunity to also recognise those elders who are here
today and will be here during the week and also those
existing in the communities already, past and present. I
look at my electorate, and it is divided north-south by
the Great Divide. The Wurundjeri are south of the
Divide and the Taungurung are north of the Divide. It is
fairly well how it is at the moment; I am not sure it is
going to remain exactly like that.
I think it is very important that we all acknowledge the
first Australians, the initial custodians of the land, and
acknowledge their supports and the challenges that they
continue to have and respect them and respect each
other for the process that we are going through here
today. When we look at the Aboriginals, they are the
oldest living culture in history, and I find that absolutely
remarkable. It is so important that that is not lost, that
we are all working towards making sure that for this
culture things are as good as they can be.
I noticed with regard to the treaty that the bill includes
establishing an Aboriginal Representative Body to
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negotiate the treaty; establishing the general guiding
principles for the treaty process; establishing a treaty
authority as an independent umpire to be established by
agreement, though I am not quite sure how that will
exactly work; and setting up a treaty negotiation
framework and of course a self-determination fund to
be administered by the established representative body.
I know that most of the feedback has been received
from the Federation of Victorian Traditional Owner
Corporations. When the opposition met with them, we
were advised that there were three key issues for them.
One is the recognition of past injustices, and I think that
we all understand the injustices that have happened —
horrific things, from the introduction of disease to the
removal of their land and the removal of their children.
It has been absolutely horrible. I look at my electorate,
and Coranderrk down at Healesville has been central to
that when many different mobs were moved down
there. To a degree that depleted the Taungurung in and
around the Murrindindi shire and the Mansfield shire.
Many of them went on and moved down to Coranderrk
and then went and lived in other places.
The second key issue was the commitment to working
towards closing the gap. Sadly there is still so much
work to be done in this field, and I think everyone in this
chamber would certainly agree that it is so important.
The educational outcomes for Aboriginals are not what
they should be, nor are employment rates. The
incarceration rate is something that is of great concern,
and we need to really work hard to get to the bottom of
that. If we have a look at health as well, Indigenous
people have higher rates of diabetes and smoking and
kidney disease in particular. I want to acknowledge the
work of the Lakes Entrance Aboriginal Health
Association, which the member for South-West Coast
and I visited down at Lakes Entrance. They were doing
some great work and had been acknowledged for their
work in getting the smoking rates down. I think that was
particularly good, because they have set up a framework
to show that it can be done — it is hard work, but it can
be done. I am sure that everybody in this place certainly
agrees with that.
The third concern that the Federation of Victorian
Traditional Owner Corporations raised with the
opposition is the commitment to supporting
employment and economic independence initiatives. I
really do not think that there is any dispute with that.
Regardless of who is in government, we will continue
to work along these points, as we have done in the past.
I want to reflect on being the oldest living culture. I
found myself at Reconciliation Week last week, and I
attended four events. It was terrific, because they are
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quite varied. I will start with one in Murrindindi shire.
Murrindindi shire is in the area of the Taungurung.
Angela ten Buuren is a Franklin, one of the traditional
families in that area, and her father grew up with my
father and his brothers in Yea. Angela of course is the
sister of Aunty Bernadette. Angela recounted the work
that she has done in researching her family history in
and around Yea, Kilmore and Mansfield. They have
gone on as a family and visited places that were of
significance and really developed a bit of a story around
that. She is finding out more all the time.
What I am really pleased about is that there is evidence
and a documentary history there that helps her put the
pieces together, because as we hear, it is so important
that these family histories are passed down. However,
we need to acknowledge that they are not always passed
down, because Angela is finding out things that she did
not know and is still trying to piece together the bits and
pieces. As she was talking, I thought, ‘I must ask her
about this’. I wanted to know about how we fit in and
also mention some things that I thought might be able to
help her in her effort to establish not just Franklin
history but also key Taungurung history in the area.
With that, she mentioned a number of Taungurung
words that are towns that we know and are very
familiar with and Taungurung place names. She said
Toolangi means ‘stringybark tree’ and Narbethong
means ‘a cheerful place’. Taggerty was the blue-grey
clay used for body painting, but as yet she has been
unable to establish where exactly that blue-grey clay
could be sourced from. One of my favourites is that
Murrindindi means ‘mountainous misty place’. If the
Aboriginal culture has been going for some
60 000 years, nothing has changed in Murrindindi for
some 60 000 years, because it remains misty and foggy,
and it is well renowned in that regard. I thought that
was actually quite accurate. Also, Ghin Ghin is a
meeting place for all nine Taungurung clans. It was a
meeting of the waters, and Ghin Ghin was on the
Goulburn. The clans would come together there to
share food and lore and to dance and settle disputes and
more. I certainly enjoyed hearing Angela’s recounting
of the history of what she had found.
I also went to the Yarra Ranges reconciliation event,
and I was pleased to see the return of the firestick was
front and centre. Uncle Dave Wandin has done quite a
bit of work in that space, learning about that and
helping to grow that. Of course the other great speaker
is Bruce Pascoe. I always enjoy him because he is
reframing, I think, what Aboriginal culture was like
before the white man came to Australia. He has gone
through the diaries of the early explorers. Regardless of
where they were in Australia, they all recounted very
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similar stories about how the Aboriginals nurtured and
cultivated the land and how they cropped and they
fished in particular ways. It really changed the way a lot
of us thought about what we have been led to believe.
On Thursday of last week I attended the Victorian
Aboriginal Remembrance Service at the shrine. I want
to acknowledge Aunty Dot Peters, a Healesville local
whose father went to war and was killed in Burma, and
remains there. It was only 13 years ago that she fought
for and got recognition for Aboriginal soldiers, and I
think that was fantastic. My father told me a story of
one of the Franklins who had volunteered, and he did
not get in because of flat feet, but he wore very proudly
his ‘V’ for volunteering to show everybody that he was
ready to step in and help his Australian friends.
Aunty Dot was accompanied by her son Andrew and
Sam Halim, part of the Victorian Aboriginal
Remembrance Committee, and we had the girls from
Worawa Aboriginal College, an independent boarding
school for Aboriginal people from all over the state. It
is led by Aunty Lois Peeler and she is a Yorta Yorta
woman, a leader in her own right, and has been a model
and a singer as part of the Sapphires. I think she is
doing some great things with those girls from around
Australia.
To cap it off, on Saturday night I attended the
Indigenous round, where I was able to join Aunty Joy
on the ground while her nephew Perry did the smoking
ceremony. Her daughter Jodie was with us, and also
many of her brothers and sisters were there, and her
nieces and grandchildren were also there.
I have always worked with the local Aboriginal groups
in my electorate, and I will continue to do so. I will
continue to acknowledge and support and respect them
and their struggles and their challenges. In this house we
undo so much state-based legislation to have a national
overarching legislation for the country, and I think that
this is where this should belong, because we often find
ourselves arguing to bring different state-based
legislation to the one federal-based legislation.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (18:00) — ‘The
past is never dead’, as William Faulkner observed, ‘It’s
not even past’. Australia’s Indigenous culture is the
oldest living culture known to man. We stand here at a
historic moment with a wonderful opportunity to
have a treaty.
I want to acknowledge the elders past and present and
also the member for Northcote, who is the first
Indigenous woman elected to the Victorian Parliament.
With the ebb and flow of history I want to also make
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the point that life is short; government is shorter. When
opportunities of historic note arise, I think it is
incumbent on all of us to actually try to seize the
opportunity. There have been too many failed
opportunities for Australia’s Indigenous community for
too long.
Colonisation has had a devastating impact on
Indigenous peoples worldwide. Treaty is a practical and
tangible way to support Aboriginal Victorians to realise
self-determination and deliver results for their
communities. As a necessary step towards
reconciliation, treaty will benefit all Victorians. I think
that is a proposition that must be emphasised.
On Saturday night I was privileged to join Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull, the Premier and a range of
people from right across the community for the Long
Walk to the Dreamtime at the G. That represents how
important these issues are and how difficult history is
to change.
I have had the great opportunity to get to know Michael
Long over time, and I know how football can
sometimes be a connector culturally, and how the issues
of the past that were flashpoint moments about racial
abuse and other issues have now been turned around
and become a positive to actually acknowledge what
needs to be done for the future. I remember at the time
in 1995 when Michael Long went through this issue
and had to address racial abuse, he stood up and defined
what needs to happen and the way that we need to
address each other. On the issue of racial abuse he said,
‘It’s degrading a person for not only who they are but
for their colour as well’. With one of those classic
sentiments he has said that nobody worries about the
colour of their car or their dog, so why does it matter
about a person’s colour? It is about the person
themselves and it is about their character. It was just
one of those heartfelt movements that carried the
weight of history and an undeniable truth.
That is what is at the heart of this debate tonight to try
to get to treaty. Aboriginal people have long demanded
treaty as a way to provide recognition of the enduring
sovereign nature of Aboriginal people, as well as to
provide redress for the dispossession of Aboriginal
people from their traditional lands and the harm that
they have felt and suffered at the hands of
non-Aboriginal people.
To put it into context, Australia is the only
commonwealth country of its kind that does not have a
history of treaties with its first people. Before the
Victorian government’s commitment to advancing a
treaty process in 2016 there had been no government
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commitment to a treaty process in Australia since one
was proposed way back in 1988 by then Prime Minister
Bob Hawke. Despite this, Aboriginal people have
continued to express their desire for a treaty. In the
absence of commonwealth leadership, states are
increasingly looking to develop their own structures and
processes to transform relations with Aboriginal people.
The Victorian Aboriginal community and the Victorian
government have a long tradition of leading the
national conversation on Aboriginal affairs, and
Victoria is now leading the way nationally by
progressing its commitment to treaty. International
studies have shown clear links between
self-determination and treaty and improved results for
Indigenous peoples. The treaty negotiating framework
will set out eligibility and standards for entering into
negotiations and the process by which any treaties will
be negotiated. The framework will be negotiated
between the state and the traditional owners through the
Aboriginal Representative Body. Of course there may
be one or more treaties agreed with the Aboriginal
community or communities.
It is expected that the Aboriginal Representative Body,
made up of elected traditional owners, will be in place
by July next year. At that time, the government will
work with the Aboriginal Representative Body to
establish the elements necessary to enable treaty
negotiations to commence: a treaty authority, a treaty
negotiation framework and a self-determination fund.
These are the critical pillars to establish this process.
My argument is that this is an opportunity that must not
be missed to pass this bill, to get the process formalised
by the Victorian Parliament and to make sure it happens
as soon as possible.
Respecting that this process is one based on
partnerships and self-determination, the government
cannot unilaterally state or commit to a time line for
when these elements may be in place. It may be that
treaty negotiations between negotiating parties and the
state could commence as early as mid-2020. That is the
ambition. The length of time it may take for any treaty
to be finalised depends on a range of factors, including
some outside the government’s control. The scope of
the treaty, however, including what it may address, will
be set out in the future treaty negotiation framework.
This will be agreed on between traditional owners
through the Aboriginal Representative Body and the
state. A state-based treaty can address only issues that
are within Victoria’s jurisdiction.
I want to make the point that sometimes you need to
take these matters jurisdiction by jurisdiction, but to get
a result is the critical proposition. I would argue that we
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should not make perfect the enemy of good but, instead,
get this bill through the Parliament, get the process up
and running, and then see how it can evolve.
As far as the Victorian government is concerned, the
treaty may cover a broad range of issues. Those
commonly raised by the Aboriginal community in
consultation forums include rights to land, natural
resources and services; representation — a voice to
government; reconciliation — truth, language,
education; and reparation — compensation and
concessions.
The Victorian government recognises that truth telling
and healing are a crucial part of the treaty process. That
I think is really significant as well. If you look at the
New Zealand Treaty of Waitangi, the settlement
process provided opportunity for healing when the
Crown acknowledged and apologised for past wrongs
committed against the Maori peoples. I think there is
enormous goodwill to try to make this happen, and the
opportunity should not be missed. There have been
calls from some Aboriginal community members that
treaties in Victoria should be clan based. Smaller in size
than an Aboriginal nation, clans are groups of
Aboriginal people that share ties to land and kinship. At
no stage in the discussions on treaty with Aboriginal
Victorians has that been ruled out.
The opportunity is here now, in the 58th Parliament of
Victoria. It has taken an enormous amount of time to be
able to do this. I think that it is important when these
moments present themselves that you actually try to
unite people, that you build bridges and you bring
people together and you do not miss this historic
moment. This can be done in a way that provides the
opportunity because for too long we have seen Bridging
the Gap issues. We have seen, more than a quarter of a
century after the Royal Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody, that on some occasions matters are
becoming worse, not better. I think there needs to be a
whole-of-government approach to how this is resolved.
The treaty can be the cornerstone of this and it can be
delivered by the Victorian government. I think it is
really important because the Long Walk continues
slowly, courageously. I commend this bill to the house.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) (18:10) — I commence by
acknowledging the traditional owners of the land on
which we meet, the people of the Kulin nation, and pay
my respects to their elders present, past and future.
I am here to make a contribution on the Advancing the
Treaty Process with Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018.
The purpose of the bill is to establish a framework for
the advancement of treaty. The provisions of the bill
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will establish an Aboriginal Representative Body to
negotiate treaty; establish general guiding principles for
the treaty process; establish a treaty authority, an
independent umpire to be established by agreement; set
up a treaty negotiation framework by agreement; and
establish a self-determination fund to be administered
by the established Aboriginal Representative Body.
Treaty has been discussed in both federal and state
jurisdictions for some time. In Victoria, it gained
momentum after 500 elders across Victoria came
together in 2016 for discussions around
self-determination, unanimously choosing treaty as a
means of self-determination. There are a number of
aspects to this. This is indeed a debate that needs to be
undertaken with a great deal of respect and
understanding. When we talk about this topic, we must
consider a number of elements that sit underneath it
relating to matters including social, cultural and
economic needs. I think that every member of this
chamber would agree that these are important. No
doubt governments have a role to play in the process of
improving outcomes for Indigenous people through
policies and programs developed in an environment of
meaningful engagement. There are a number of reasons
why we have the Closing the Gap report and also the
Victorian Aboriginal affairs framework. These are
objectives that have had the support of all sides of
politics.
Treaty has been discussed both federally and in state and
territory jurisdictions for some time, but particularly
federally — and this is where we believe the discussion
should take place, rather than at state level. One of the
areas that I think is of note is in my area along the
border, in Mildura and in south-west New South Wales,
which includes the lands of both the Latji Latji and the
Paakantyi peoples. Although it is a state border, it has
been a notional clan or nation boundary as well. When
we are dealing with this at a state level there will be
issues when we get to state borders. That is why I think
that this matter should be considered at a federal level
rather than at a state level, so that we do not
disenfranchise or divide peoples along the state borders.
Whether it is treaty, an agreement, another set of words
or a single agreement, it needs to be done on a
national scale.
I would like to talk about particularly bridging the gap
and the work that has been done. I would like to pay
tribute to the Mallee District Aboriginal Services that
has been vital in bridging the gap in my region. The
people there provide a number of services, principally
health based, that are making a difference to Aboriginal
people in my region. In the past I have served on a
health governance board, which was also responsible
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for a fairly extensive area of western New South Wales,
and therefore Aboriginal health was a key part of the
business of providing health services. We achieved a
number of things there that I think did help.
However, in looking at this, there are always a number
of pillars you have to build a platform upon in
improving Aboriginal wellbeing in our community.
Health is but one of them; education, employment,
housing and cultural awareness are but some of the
others, and you cannot move one of those pillars very
far ahead of the others, so it is a real challenge to bring
those services together. I think that Mallee District
Aboriginal Services, under their board and CEO, have
done a great job in north-western Victoria.
However, in returning briefly to where we are, if you
are sitting down to plan a perfect process, you would be
dealing with this nationally rather than having the
different discussions with different states. We do note
that South Australia has abandoned its treaty process,
and New South Wales has been very strong in where it
is at. We note that the New South Wales government
position is that any process leading to a treaty or treaties
with Aboriginal people must be led by the
commonwealth, that New South Wales understands
that the commonwealth government is actively
considering issues related to self-determination through
a bipartisan parliamentary joint committee and that
committee is due to report on 29 November. It is
looking into constitutional recognition, but other
matters in its terms of reference are to:
… consider if, and how, self-determination can be advanced,
in a way that leads to greater local decision-making,
economic advancement and improved social outcomes;
recommend options for constitutional change and any
potential complementary legislative measures which meet the
expectations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples
and which will secure cross-party parliamentary support and
the support of the Australian people …

They are the two elements that go to the heart of what
the treaty discussions are about.
When I look again back to those cross-border issues,
New South Wales is looking to the federal government
and Victoria is going it alone. I fear that we will have a
period of confusion and misunderstanding that will
occur around these matters as they are progressed along
the border regions. Everybody will need to be sensitive
of this because the last thing we want is to further
confuse people or cause any more heartache than has
already been caused to Aboriginal people. With those
words, and particularly considering those people who
live in cross-border situations, I think we will have
difficulties with this until we resolve those matters.
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Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (18:17) — I am pleased
to support the Advancing the Treaty Process with
Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018. I start by
acknowledging the traditional owners of the country on
which we meet and pass our laws in this Parliament and
pay my respects to elders, both past and present.
Growing up in West Preston, one of my original
engagements with Aboriginal people in a metropolitan,
inner suburban electorate was at Bell Primary School,
which is now in the Northcote electorate. I look back
and I think about what I remembered from those times.
I do not remember people of great wealth, and I do not
remember people who were widely accepted. I
remember people who wore T-shirts or had other
identifying traits, and I remember they had a story to
tell about their identity and wanted to be accepted in
their community. It was a very different place and it
was a difficult place in the early to mid-1980s, more so
than it is today — and thankfully so for everybody in
that community.
But it was a place where you got an understanding.
Whether or not it was always the right one, you
certainly got views put to you. It was a place where you
met a lot of people and you were immersed in a culture
and an understanding as people from different
communities came together for their education and
came to learn and understand more about each other. It
is only as you get older that you start to reflect on that.
Then of course you move across to places in the
north-eastern suburbs, into Viewbank, to chase a better
education and better opportunities, and perhaps your
engagement with Indigenous communities is suddenly
less because other people’s ability to seek out better
opportunities is not as great as your own.
Then you have other engagements. As a staffer to
former ministers in the Bracks and Brumby Labor
governments, travelling particularly to aged-care
facilities and regional hospitals while working for the
former member for Melbourne, Bronwyn Pike, I got the
opportunity to travel to regional Victorian locations that
I had not had all that much experience visiting. I saw
many of the legislators here, particularly from the
National Party, and the way in which they represented
the views and aspirations in their day-to-day
engagement with significant portions of their
communities, which were Indigenous communities. I
picked up some aspects and understandings about that
engagement, and then I got the opportunity to serve as
an elected representative myself. Certainly Banyule
City Council, I believe, have done great and
progressive work over time in relation to their
engagement, relationships and advancement of
Indigenous matters.
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At citizenship ceremonies there was a common refrain
that was talked about by one of my fellow councillors
when I was there, a former mayor who is a ward
councillor these days. Often in his engagement with
new citizens he would talk about the Indigenous
community and the Indigenous population. When we
talk today about putting up borders and when we talk
about putting up barriers to people, here was a
community that had endured many travails, and we
have heard of those from the lead opposition speaker,
the member for Gippsland East. We have talked about
the dispossession, disease, death and destruction, and
when we reflect on those matters, as he outlined, and
the significant communities that he represents in eastern
Victoria, we also reflect on our own citizenship
ceremonies, where we would try to talk to people —
whether they were newly arrived or had been here for
some time and were now becoming Australian
citizens — about an understanding of the oldest
cultures in our history.
We would talk about what they have endured. Yet still
at the beginning of those ceremonies, when talking
about becoming an Australian citizen, we would also
hear them say to us, ‘Whether it is from the tips of the
trees to the roots of the earth, it all belongs to each and
every one of us’. To have that self-reflection, that
generosity and that capacity, given all that you have
endured, is very significant, and at those occasions
where people step up to become full citizens of this
country, they get a very clear understanding, certainly
in my community, of their obligations and of the
commitments that have been made from those who
came here long before us all.
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learn from others about their experiences and their
understanding of these matters.
But I am not one to want to think that we leave it just to
the commonwealth Parliament as it is today — to Cory
Bernardi or Pauline Hanson or many other legislators up
there. I think in shedding light, not heat, on these matters
it is incumbent on us to do what we can. If we are
asking people, whether it is in a range of forums that
have dealt with suffering, with dispossession, with lack
of trust — as you would know, Acting Speaker
McGuire, in relation to a range of parliamentary
committees you have been engaged with — it is easy to
say it is difficult, to find fault and to find matters that are
not pure in the work that we do. What I do think is
important in the work that the member for Sydenham,
the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, has done on behalf
of the government and in her engagement with
communities that have made the sacrifice and the time
to be engaged in these issues is that they do not do that
so that we can handball it somewhere else. They do it
because they are giving up their emotional capacity and
time to these issues, and I would not disrespect that by
not taking a step forward today.

I think it is very reflective as well listening to the
contributions of those opposite. I think the obligations
many of them have are not to find points of difference
and rely on our commonwealth Parliament to deal with
these matters but to give strength to the arm for when
the commonwealth Parliament is meeting so that they
can point to jurisdictions, as we would choose to do if
we were arguing the case with the commonwealth
Parliament, that are showing leadership, jurisdictions
that are showing a willingness to engage in these very
difficult issues and find a way forward that is not
everything, that is not absolutism.

I think it is incumbent on those opposite, who represent
very significant communities across Victoria,
Indigenous communities across our state, particularly
those in the National Party, not to be hectored and
lectured by me but to make some serious considerations
and decisions about what they are prepared to do for
their local communities in relation to taking these
matters forward today and sending a clear message —
not passing the message on, not leaving it to others but
sending a very clear message through their actions.
Ultimately it is leadership that is required here to send a
message from the state of Victoria to others across the
country and to those in Canberra that we are not
waiting for you, that we will set out the markers and
that we will work with our Indigenous communities to
make progress. We will not get everything, but we must
not do nothing. That is just not the answer. So I would
call on those opposite to find solutions and momentum,
not to kick this to the kerb. That has happened for too
long, and the Indigenous people who have committed
themselves to this process deserve our respect and
support in relation to this bill.

Perhaps at times my observations and frustrations with
the Greens party are that it is all or nothing. Climate
change and particular matters in relation to the federal
sphere come to mind, but I listened intently to the
member for Northcote’s contribution and I have
listened in the past when she has spoken in this place
because I feel there is always something more you can

Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (18:27) — I too am very
proud to rise to be able to contribute to the debate on
the Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018. I would also like to start by
acknowledging the traditional owners of this land with
the longest, most enduring cultures in the world, and I
pay my respects to elders past, present and emerging.
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I speak today with the very firm belief that working
towards a treaty is absolutely essential. We must do it
because it is the right thing to do. Without a framework
of responsibility provided for by a treaty, programs like
Closing the Gap, programs which we know are not
achieving the outcomes that are so crucial to
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, will not
reach their potential.
Can I start first with an admission: I was not aware that
Australia is the only commonwealth country not to
have a treaty with its Indigenous peoples. I think that is
certainly to our enduring shame. But then again of
course, up until 3 June 1992 when the High Court of
Australia handed down its historic decision in the Mabo
case we were living under the fictional legal concept
that Australia and the Torres Strait Islands were not
owned, that they were not occupied by Indigenous
people, that the land belonged to no-one — that, in
other words, our land was terra nullius. We know that
the High Court turned that fiction on its head, finally
recognising that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples have rights to the land, rights that existed long
before colonisation and rights that still exist today. Of
course following the Mabo decision in 1992 we got the
Native Title Act 1993 and with that a system that
operates to recognise native title where Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people can prove a continuing
connection to their land.
I worked in Broome for several years with the
Kimberley Land Council. Part of my work was to visit
remote communities and take statements from
community members and traditional owners which
formed part of their evidence in native title claims. To
me there was never any question about their
connection to the land, and the requirement to have
traditional owners prove their connection was and still
is misplaced. I always felt that the burden, that onus,
should have been reversed, because as far as I was
concerned their connection to land was an
absolute given.
Most of us understand the fundamental need and the
fundamental right of every person to enjoy their culture,
their heritage and their language, and the right to take
part or participate in cultural life is widely recognised in
human rights instruments and conventions. The United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples says in article 4 that Indigenous peoples have
the right to self-determination.
It is extraordinary that today we are here in Victoria
having now introduced legislation, and it is
history-making legislation, to create a legislative basis
for negotiating a treaty with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
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Islander peoples. As we have heard, this is the first time
in Australia that legislation of this nature has been
introduced. The manner in which it was introduced is
also worth noting. Members will recall that a motion
was moved and passed which allowed the treaty
commissioner and five members of the Aboriginal
Treaty Working Group to come onto the floor of the
house and to address the house in both English and
Aboriginal languages. This was possibly the first time
this had ever happened in the house, and it certainly
added to the significance of this historic occasion.
I want to read part of the preamble to the bill because I
think it is quite important and it goes into quite some
detail, outlining the context for what this treaty process
means. It starts with the following:
The State of Victoria acknowledges Victorian traditional
owners as the first peoples of what is now known as Victoria.
…
Victorian traditional owners maintain that their sovereignty
has never been ceded, and Aboriginal Victorians have long
called for treaty. These calls have long gone unanswered. The
time has now come to take the next step towards
reconciliation and to advance Aboriginal self-determination.
Aboriginal Victorians and the State are ready to talk treaty.

It ends most appropriately with this:
The injustices of the past cannot be undone. The State is
pursuing treaty because it is the right thing to do. Victoria
needs a treaty or treaties that are reciprocal, and that through
truth and justice provide far reaching benefits for Aboriginal
Victorians. For traditional owners, Aboriginal children,
elders, and stolen people; for a society that all Victorians can
all be proud of; treaty will be for all Aboriginal Victorians. In
the spirit of reconciliation, treaty will be for all Victorians.
With this Act Aboriginal Victorians and the State join hands
to take the first step on the pathway towards treaty.

There it is. This is the first step towards treaty, and I do
not think we should ever underestimate the significance
of this step. With this legislation we are setting the
framework necessary to support future treaty
negotiations between Aboriginal Victorians and the
state of Victoria.
More than 7000 Aboriginal members have contributed
to and been engaged in work to further this important
treaty process in Victoria. Quite literally it has taken
years to get to this point. It has been challenging. We
have heard that it has been difficult. Of course this is
not the treaty, this is just the beginning of that
process — the road map, if you like. No doubt there
will be challenges ahead, but I am hopeful and I am
confident that a path forward will be forged. Here we
are and what an extraordinary achievement, what a
great forward step this bill is. I do not think we should
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detract from the enormous amount of work that has
been done to get us to this point. Now is the time to
build on that important work. The momentum is now
and we should embrace this opportunity.
Let us also focus on what unites this process, and that is
the guiding principles and, most importantly, it would
be self-determination by Aboriginal Victorians. At the
same time it is important to recognise that underpinning
all of this is cultural empowerment. But again that is
something that is likely to have different meanings and
different emphasis for different Aboriginal Victorians,
and that too is something to be acknowledged,
emphasised and incorporated into the overall process.
Obviously we know that the purpose of treaty can mean
many things and can include many things, but above all
I think that the most important guiding principle here is
about self-determination, because we all know that
sovereignty matters. This is missing here in Victoria. In
fact it is missing in Australia. We have lacked the laws
and we have lacked the institutions that are necessary
for Aboriginal Australians and Aboriginal Victorians to
make the decisions that impact them and that recognise
a measure of Indigenous sovereignty. When we achieve
it, because I have no doubt that we will achieve a
negotiated treaty with Aboriginal Victorians, it will
obviously mark an incredibly significant and important
break from a system that has for too long disregarded
the views of Aboriginal people.
Right now we have also reached a very critical point
and one I think we need to pursue. We cannot lose the
momentum. As I said, we need to really embrace this
opportunity now, and it is this legislation. Whilst it is
not a treaty, it is the process for advancing the treaty.
To that end it nevertheless marks a very significant and
quite extraordinary step in Victoria’s history and one I
think we should all be very proud of. The time for mere
symbolism is over. We now know that, after so many
years of reports that we are failing to live up to the
Closing the Gap measures that we all so desperately
want to see, practical change that lays down better
structures and relationships for the future is absolutely
essential. This bill before us brings the state of Victoria
another step closer to having that official treaty with
Aboriginal Victorians. Because pursuing a treaty with
Aboriginal Victorians is absolutely the right thing to do,
I commend the bill to the house.
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) (18:37) — I begin by
acknowledging the original owners of the land on
which we meet and pay my respects to their ancestors
past, present and future.
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It is with great pride that I rise to speak on the
Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018. I also want to acknowledge the
work that Jill Gallagher, the commissioner for
advancing treaty, has done so far and will do and the
challenges she will face in the coming months. I have
every confidence that she is the right person to do the
job. I want to also acknowledge the honourable
ancestors and how, despite the conflict and adversity
and hardship they faced, they have survived and
maintained and evolved a strong cultural identity and
connection to country.
In the electorate of Geelong the Wadawurrung people
have had a strong and proud history, but we know from
documented evidence of the Wadawurrung people that
massacres and European diseases between 1836 and
1854 saw a population of around 3000 reduced to just
10. This awareness of history is important because it
helps to explain how this history affects Aboriginal
people today. Having been married to a Gunditjmara
man and having three Aboriginal children, I have an
understanding of the culture. I am not saying I am an
expert on that, but what I am saying is that I have
experienced indirectly their experiences of being
Aboriginal people in this country.
From what I have heard from those opposite I do not
think they get it, and I found some of the
condescending comments made during their
contributions in this place today quite offensive. But I
am proud to be a part of the Andrews government, a
government that has listened and heard the First
Nations people and a government that is committed to
addressing unfinished business and to progressing
reconciliation with Victoria’s first people.
I thank the minister for her work and dedication, and
her team for this bill that we have before us today. Last
week I participated in many reconciliation week events
throughout my electorate, a great sharing of this
beautiful culture — stories, music, dance and learning
about country. It concerns me at times that we should
be mindful that our focus should also be on this
wonderful culture, and that it is not all about the bad
things that we experience.
The topic during reconciliation week last week was
predominantly around treaty and the process to treaty. It
was interesting that at many of the events I attended,
particularly from students I heard, ‘Why don’t we have
a treaty?’. They could not understand why Australia
does not have a treaty. And, ‘Why has it taken this long
to get to this point?’ and, ‘Why are we only talking
about a treaty in Victoria and not an Australian treaty?’.
The Turnbull government’s position on treaty or on the
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Uluru statement was that Australians are not ready for
that. So Indigenous Australians continue to have no
voice in this country. I think it is interesting that —
particularly during last week, given that it was
reconciliation week — there were lots of conversations
around Aboriginal communities and treaty. People were
clearly saying, ‘Why is there no treaty?’. So to me that
indicates that Australians are ready for treaty — they
certainly are in Victoria. I cannot see any reason why
we would not continue down that path, particularly at a
federal level, but obviously the Turnbull government do
not support that position.
Once there was the Australian and Torres Strait
Islander Commission, ATSIC, which was a
representative body. Aboriginal people were elected to
that body, and it was a process for them to give their
voice to government. There were a number of
Aboriginal programs and organisations that also fell
under the umbrella of ATSIC. The agency was
dismantled in 2004 in the aftermath of corruption
allegations and litigation. ATSIC was established by
the Hawke Labor government through the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Commission Act 1989, which
took effect on 5 March 1990. While ATSIC’s existence
was always subject to the oversight of governments,
ATSIC was a group of elected individuals whose main
goal was the oversight that happened to Aboriginal
Australians. I can recall the discussions among
Aboriginal people and family members who looked
forward to casting their ATSIC vote. There was a
strong view that ATSIC should have been reformed
rather than dismantled. As a result the First Nations
people have had no voice at the national Parliament
since then.
For the First Nations people of Victoria the treaty
journey has begun. The proposal of this bill is to
provide a mechanism for the state to recognise the
Aboriginal Representative Body as its sole counterpart
and representative of Aboriginal Victorians in
establishing the elements necessary to support treaty
negotiations. This bill will enshrine the following
guiding principles for the treaty process:
self-determination and empowerment, fairness and
equity, partnership and good faith, mutual benefit and
sustainability, and transparency and accountability.
The bill requires that the Aboriginal Representative
Body and the state work together to establish by
agreement the following elements necessary to support
future treaty negotiations: an independent treaty
authority to facilitate negotiations, a treaty negotiation
framework that sets out the process for negotiations,
and a self-determination fund to empower Aboriginal
Victorians to participate in the treaty process on an
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equal footing with the state and to build capacity,
wealth and prosperity. The bill requires the Aboriginal
Representative Body and the state to enter into an
agreement that sets out a process for resolving any
disputes that may arise between the Aboriginal
Representative Body and the state in the course of
performing their functions set out in the bill. The bill
requires the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and the
Aboriginal Representative Body to report annually to
Parliament on progress towards treaty.
I think the interest in our communities in Victoria is
really strong. They want to see this bill passed. They
want to see a process developed to move towards
treaty; there is no doubt about that. Those opposite
referring it to the federal government is just not good
enough anymore. In Victoria we have a progressive
government. We have a government that has listened
and cared about what happens. We have a government
that is committed to the treaty process. Let’s continue
down that path. There are some concerns among
Aboriginal people, but all the Aboriginal people I have
spoken to in my community are saying, ‘Just get on
with it. We are concerned that this is going to be
hijacked’. So there are concerns that it will not happen.
Aboriginal people have been promised the world over
the years and nothing ever eventuates. The Turnbull
decision to walk away indicates to Aboriginal people in
our community that the federal government do not care
about what is happening.
So it is really important that this bill is passed in this
place and it is passed in the other place to ensure that
we maintain the confidence of Aboriginal communities
across Victoria. They are relying on this government to
make this first step. It is only the process. It is not the
actual treaty — it is the process. And that is what
people need to see pass through this place and pass
through quickly. We need to ensure that Aboriginal
communities in Victoria have the confidence that we
will pass this bill and that it will move towards the
process that we have committed to and not go off on
other tangents that are not going to complete this treaty
process. It is so important.
I plead with the opposition to reconsider their position.
I think it is really important that we have this bill passed
and that it is passed as quickly as possible. I know in
my electorate my community is relying on this bill
being passed. They are concerned that there will be
interference or side-tracking and that this bill will not
pass. I commend the bill to the house, and I hope it has
a speedy passage.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (18:47) — We
have a chance to make a difference here in this chamber
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in this Parliament right at this moment. We have got
nothing to lose but so much to gain. I made some
remarks in my inaugural speech that I would like to
make again here. I said:
I take this moment to recognise the ground upon which we
stand, that of the Kulin nation, and I pay my respects to their
elders past and present. It is important to pay this recognition,
but words are really not enough. Australia’s prosperity has
come at a great cost. Our collective past failures as a nation
mean that Indigenous Australians have been denied the
equality and social justice that we take for granted. The very
first inhabitants of this land are the most disadvantaged in our
society. That is really a shame on us. In a modern Australia
with a strong economy this is entirely unacceptable. As
former Prime Minister Paul Keating said in his landmark
Redfern speech:
This is a fundamental test of our social goals and our
national will: our ability to say to ourselves and the rest
of the world that Australia is a first rate social
democracy, that we are what we should be — truly the
land of the fair go and the better chance.
Here in this very Parliament we can set directions to close
the gap.

What is that gap? It is pretty profound. While some of
the gaps in some areas have narrowed, they are far too
wide in most areas. Perinatal mortality is 1.4 times
higher for babies born to Aboriginal mothers compared
to those born to non-Aboriginal mothers. Aboriginal
children are 8.3 times more likely to be the subject of
child protection substantiation than non-Aboriginal
children in Victoria. The unemployment rate is almost
three times higher for Aboriginal Victorians than for the
general Victorian population — 16 per cent compared
to 6 per cent. Aboriginal Victorians are
over-represented in family violence incident reports by
more than four times for affected family members and
five times for alleged offenders. Aboriginal youth are
significantly over-represented in the justice system at
13 times the rate for non-Aboriginal Victorian youth.
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Some people might say: what has this got to do with a
treaty? Well, everything. While I am extraordinarily
proud, as other speakers on the government side have
said, that it is an Andrews Labor government that has
worked with Victoria’s first peoples to bring a treaty
bill to this Parliament, self-determination and the
concept of treaty is not new. It is accepted worldwide
by the highest authorities. Article 3 of the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples states:
Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. By
virtue of that right they freely determine their political status
and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural
development.

Article 4 goes on to say:
Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to
self-determination, have the right to autonomy or
self-government in matters relating to their internal and local
affairs, as well as ways and means for financing their
autonomous functions.

There is an absolute link between self-determination
and the life chances of Victoria’s first peoples — in fact
Australia’s first peoples. I refer to a very, very powerful
document that others have also referred to, the Uluru
Statement from the Heart. I want to quote a very, very
important part of that statement:
This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie
between the land, or ‘mother nature’, and the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples who were born therefrom,
remain attached thereto, and must one day return thither to be
united with our ancestors. This link is the basis of the
ownership of the soil, or better, of sovereignty. It has never
been ceded or extinguished, and co-exists with the
sovereignty of the Crown.
How could it be otherwise? That peoples possessed a land for
60 millennia and this sacred link disappears from world
history in merely the last 200 years?
…

But as the member for Geelong said, there is far more to
Australia’s first peoples than that deficit model. They
are the longest continuing civilisation known to man.
Their cultures are so steeped in history, tradition,
spirituality, family and kinship that they have much to
teach us. They have a civilisation that has demonstrated
extraordinary courage, innovation and adaptability,
which has survived and prospered for over 50 000 years
through adversities both man-made and natural. Imagine
if Victoria’s 50 000 first peoples could take their rightful
place and be supported to take their rightful place in
Victorian civil society and throughout every area of
Victorian life. What a profoundly changed society this
would be. We would reap such, such rich rewards.

Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on the
planet. We are not an innately criminal people. Our children
are aliened from their families at unprecedented rates. This
cannot be because we have no love for them. And our youth
languish in detention in obscene numbers. They should be our
hope for the future.
These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural
nature of our problem. This is the torment of our
powerlessness.
We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people and
take a rightful place in our own country. When we have
power over our destiny our children will flourish. They will
walk in two worlds and their culture will be a gift to their
country.
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They are extraordinarily powerful words, and they
absolutely make the link between self-determination
and life chances for Australia’s first people.
This bill is a first but very powerful step towards
achieving that exact aspiration. As other speakers on
the government side have said, this bill outlines a clear
process with extraordinary community support around
Victoria. It provides a mechanism for the state to
recognise the Aboriginal Representative Body as the
sole counterpart and representative of Aboriginal
Victorians in establishing the key elements necessary to
support treaty negotiations. It enshrines guiding
principles, including self-determination and
empowerment, fairness and equality, partnership and
good faith, mutual benefit and sustainability,
transparency and accountability.
The bill requires that the Aboriginal Representative
Body and the state work together as equal partners to
establish by agreement the following elements
necessary to support future treaty negotiations: an
independent treaty authority to facilitate negotiations, a
treaty negotiation framework that sets out the process
for negotiations and a self-determination fund to
empower Aboriginal Victorians to participate in the
treaty process on an equal footing with the state. This is
really important stuff — important architectonic
processes that have broad community support, both in
the first people community and in the broader
Victorian community.
I want to commend the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
for her extraordinary work. Not only is her work
extraordinary; her sentiment and her genuine
commitment to this policy and this cause is profoundly
evident when you hear her speak about it.
I want to echo the words of my colleagues on this side.
There is no ‘perfect’ — there is no perfection in this
policy path. Perfection exists just as a figment of the
imagination of people who profess to want this but seek
perfection before they have it. We need to take a first
step. The only thing that exists is goodwill, good faith
and the first powerful step. Perfection does not exist.
I call on the Greens in the Victorian upper house to take
note of a gentleman called Richard Frankland, who
yesterday morning was on ABC radio with Jon Faine.
He said:
… we’re doing something that I didn’t think was going to be
possible in my lifetime … My message to every politician
who has a voice in this matter is: do the right bloody thing.

That is Richard Frankland, who is calling on all of us
to do the right bloody thing. This is the right thing — it
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is not perfect but it is a process that has enormous
community support and it is a process that allows
clan-based and a whole range of other treaty-based
processes within the framework. The minister has dealt
with the crossbenchers in good faith and with
goodwill, and I ask them to support this very powerful
bill, because we certainly will not get support from the
opposition; the Aboriginal community generally has
never received its support from them in any
profound way.
In the famous words of people who have uttered this
previously: if not us, who, and if not now, when? I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (18:57) — It is a
pleasure to rise and speak on the Advancing the Treaty
Process with Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018. I
commence by acknowledging the traditional owners of
the land on which we meet here at the Victorian
Parliament today. I honour their elders past, present and
future, and pay my respects to them, the longest
continuing and living civilisation — of more than
2000 generations, a significant lineage in our country.
This is a nation in which 5 million of its people were
born overseas, but that is a small snapshot in that
broader story and broader tale that is the Australia that
we know and love today.
This is a very important milestone for Victoria, and at
this moment all parliamentarians should be reflecting on
the significance of this time — a Victorian Parliament
putting forward a process towards a treaty that should
have happened years ago and that really recognises our
Indigenous Victorians. It is a process that without doubt
should occur at the federal level, but if we were to wait
around for the federal government to do something in
this space, the process might outlast any one of the
members of Parliament here for decades to come.
There are members in this place who were born before
the exclusion of Indigenous Australians from the
simple right to vote in this country that they have
called their own for 60 000 years. I have reflected on
the contributions of Senator Pat Dodson, someone who
is considered the father of reconciliation, a title that he
wears, in his own words, ‘humbly’ and with a bit of
embarrassment. In his first speech in Parliament, he
commented that the two references the Australian
constitution makes to Indigenous Australians both aim
to exclude them from the very laws and processes of
our nation. It was not until the 1967 referendum that
some efforts were made to remedy those challenges of
the past.
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A treaty will only go some way towards redressing
those past indiscretions. We must acknowledge that we
have a long way to go in every aspect of the Closing the
Gap report: in education, health, early childhood
education —
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Companion animals on V/Line services
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (19:00) — (14 477) My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Public
Transport, and the action I seek is that she reverse her
decision and immediately undertake a review into
allowing muzzled and leashed dogs onto V/Line trains
in the same way that they are allowed on metropolitan
trains. I have had significant correspondence with the
minister’s office on behalf of one of my constituents,
Mr Whitehead. Mr Whitehead is elderly and he has a
dog that he would like to take as a companion on
V/Line trains, but he has been told that he is unable to
do so because the rules for V/Line trains do not allow
you to just muzzle a dog; you have to put it in a
container. His dog does not fit in a container, so he is
unable to take his dog on a V/Line train.
As I said, I have had significant correspondence with
the minister, dating back to May 2016, but we have
been unable to get any movement at all from the
minister on this issue. She has been entirely intransigent
and has refused to consider whether dogs should be
allowed, or could be allowed, on V/Line trains. Having
had her refuse to show any interest in reviewing this
matter, I subsequently took it to the shadow Minister
for Public Transport, and the shadow Minister for
Public Transport has today written to Mr Whitehead
and made the commitment that if the Liberal-National
parties are elected to government in November, he will
immediately undertake a review of regulations relating
to companion animals on Victorian trains with a view
to making them fairer, more consistent and indeed
compassionate.
There is no reason for the minister to not review this,
other than sheer intransigence and refusing to accept a
new idea from anybody else, so I ask her to join in this
and get this review going. There is no reason to wait.
We are just seeking the same sorts of regulations that
are on metropolitan trains — no different. There seems
to be no reason that country passengers should be
discriminated against in this way.
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Fairy Hills Kindergarten
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (19:03) — (14 478) My
adjournment matter is for the member for Northern
Metropolitan Region in the other place, the Minister for
Early Childhood Education. It relates to the Fairy Hills
preschool in Ivanhoe. The action I seek is for a meeting
between the minister’s department, the director and
committee of management at the Fairy Hills preschool
and Banyule City Council to resolve some resourcing
issues relating to the temporary relocation of the
preschool during terms 3 and 4 while the
redevelopment works are undertaken at the Ivanhoe
Fairy Hills preschool location.
Thanks to a $350 000 grant from the Andrews Labor
government, and certainly with the support of the
responsible minister, Minister Mikakos, Fairy Hills
preschool will be redeveloped so it will have access for
all abilities, and that is really important, given there are
children with special needs enrolled next year and the
kindergarten needs to be upgraded. Thanks also to
Banyule City Council for contributing over $120 000 in
its draft budget, and perhaps a little more if it is
required, to this project. That is more than $450 000 to
redevelop Fairy Hills preschool in Ivanhoe so it has
access for all abilities and is able to cater for all children
in the community, particularly for some with special
needs enrolled next year.
More remarkable than that is the capacity for the former
Mother of God Catholic primary school in East
Ivanhoe, which closed at the end of last year, to be
available in terms 3 and 4 for Fairy Hills preschool to
relocate. But in doing that, where there will be fantastic
community resolve and cooperation in those next
couple of terms, there are some regulatory and financial
requirements, and perhaps some regulatory waivers,
that might be needed to support this short-term
relocation while the capital works program is
undertaken at Fairy Hills preschool. It is a great project.
It is a great outcome to utilise, through the Ivanhoe
parish, the former Mother of God Primary School to
relocate Fairy Hills preschool while this significant
redevelopment work is done.
We do not want to see Fairy Hills preschool out of
pocket. There are a couple of issues we need to resolve.
I look forward to the minister continuing her very
strong support and advocacy on behalf of our
community at Fairy Hills and to resolving a couple of
outstanding matters. I commend these actions to her,
and I look forward to being part of enrolments at the
Fairy Hills redeveloped preschool next year and also to
the future work we will do at the Mother of God school
site. The community use that it will have over these
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coming terms will benefit the Ivanhoe East and Ivanhoe
communities and is to be commended, as are all who
are involved. I thank the minister for her funding so far,
and I look forward to her positive work in resolving a
couple of outstanding matters.

Murray-Darling Basin plan
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (19:06) — (14 479) My
adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Water. This Friday basin ministers will meet in
Canberra to discuss further efficiency measures in the
southern basin. The action that I am seeking is for the
minister to outline the position that she will be taking to
Canberra and to explain what work Victoria has done to
define the socio-economic test spelled out in the
Murray-Darling Basin Plan and also what alternative
arrangements she has proposed.
Some in northern Victoria are calling for Victoria to
push for amendments to the plan to clarify the meaning
of the socio-economic test. But section 7.17 of the basin
plan states that the 450 gigalitres of upwater can be
reduced if efficiency measures meet equivalent
environmental outcomes and have neutral or improved
socio-economic outcomes. The plan spells out the
neutral or improved socio-economic outcomes as
evidenced by the participation of consumptive water
users in on or off-farm modernisation projects that
return water to the environment. This is causing a great
deal of consternation in northern Victoria because the
test seems to be defined by the willingness of
individuals to participate in programs which return
water to the commonwealth.
There is, however, another option.
Section 7.17(2)(b)(ii) of the plan states that alternative
arrangements can be:
… proposed by a basin state, assessed by that state as
achieving water recovery with neutral or improved
socio-economic outcomes.

This evening I would like the minister to tell irrigators
what work she has done to put forward alternative
plans, and I would like her to explain why, with just
four days to go until this crucial meeting takes place,
she is yet to outline a way forward.
The stakes are very high for our region. In 2009,
1475 gigalitres of high-reliability water shares were
held in the Goulburn-Murray irrigation district. This
number is now believed to be less than 900 gigalitres.
The socio-economic analysis undertaken by the
Murray-Darling Basin Authority has laid bare the job
losses and the lost economic activity in our region. As
more water leaves the district, costs increase for those
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who remain, and with $2 billion invested in the
modernisation of these irrigation districts through the
Connections Project there is a risk that further water
recovery will result in the collapse of
Goulburn-Murray Water.
Goulburn-Murray Water’s huge footprint and
modernised infrastructure, combined with a shrinking
customer base and delivery volume, is a disaster
waiting to happen. It is not good enough for the
minister to simply tell irrigators what they want to hear;
she needs to actually have a plan of action, and I would
like her to outline what that plan actually is.

Southern Autistic School
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (19:09) — (14 480) My
adjournment matter tonight is for the attention of the
Minister for Education, and it concerns Southern
Autistic School in East Bentleigh. The action I seek is
that the minister provide funding out of the School
Pride and Sport Fund to install some
much-needed shade.
Southern Autistic School has been growing very fast
over the last few years. It now has well over
200 students. It was only ever built for a number a bit
less than half of that; therefore space has been at a
premium. That has meant that a number of portables
have been moved onsite over the last couple of years,
including for the 2018 school year. This has left some
outdoor space between the portables, which the
principal has identified could be usable space if there
was appropriate shade. Hence my request tonight.
In terms of the broader issue of growth — and I have
referred to the growth of Southern Autistic School — I
was pleased that in the recent budget the Andrews
Labor government is planning funding so that we can
appoint an architect to redesign Southern Autistic
School. At the same time we are planning a new special
school over in Endeavour Hills to take a
whole-of-south-eastern-Melbourne approach to not
only ensuring that we have got enough places for kids
on the spectrum but also that we have proper facilities
for the kids.
The Andrews Labor government has delivered an
unprecedented more than $147 million to rebuild,
expand and upgrade 43 special schools. This compares
to only 14 schools under the previous government. In
my electorate Bayside Special Developmental School is
being rebuilt, and Berendale School, also in my
electorate, is being upgraded. We have similar
ambitions for Southern Autistic School, but right now
there is an immediate need for some shade, and I would
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urge the minister to provide the funding so that we can
make that happen.
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producers and particularly those in western Victoria,
upgrade the Portland–Maroona line to 23 TAL.

Maroona–Portland rail upgrade

Woodend RSL

Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) (19:11) —
(14 481) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Public Transport, and the action I seek is the upgrade of
the freight line between Maroona and Portland to bring
it in line with the rest of the Murray Basin rail network.
Minister, as you would be aware the Murray Basin plan
upgrades the freight network through northern Victoria
to standard gauge, which will provide direct links to
freight markets, including the port of Portland. This is a
fantastic and much-needed project. Unfortunately the
last leg into the port of Portland has been left off the
upgrade list, despite being identified in the Murray
Basin plan business case as needing to be upgraded.

Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (19:13) — (14 482) The
matter I wish to raise this evening is for the attention of
the Minister for Veterans. The action I seek is for the
minister to join me and members of the Woodend RSL
and to outline how the Andrews government is
honouring veterans through our Restoring Community
War Memorials and Avenues of Honour Grant
program and in particular the historic Woodend Clock
Tower memorial.

The Premier also flew into Portland to spruik the
benefits of the Murray Basin plan that would be
brought to the port of Portland. But there has been
silence ever since. The line from Portland to Maroona
is currently rated to 19 tonne axle load (TAL) — this is
the safe level that a freight wagon can be loaded to for
an 80-kilometre-per-hour transit across the line. The
Murray Basin project will upgrade most of the network
to a minimum 21 TAL. This obviously leaves the port
of Portland at a competitive disadvantage compared to
ports in Melbourne and Geelong. Rail users will
naturally utilise the 21 TAL to increase wagon loading
and take advantage of the lower cost structure and
higher transport efficiency. The port of Portland
provides great efficiencies for grain producers with its
deepwater port meaning ships can be filled to greater
capacities, eliminating the need for stops at other ports
to top off the load. If rail wagons heading to the port of
Portland could be loaded to the same axle capacity as
those heading to the port of Geelong, there would be a
reduction in supply chain and transport costs, and
benefits to all exporters across western Victoria.
The Glenelg shire estimates the project would remove
68 000 truck trips each year. It also estimates a train
transporting 2000 tonnes of grain 100 kilometres to port
replaces 3.5 tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions,
12.5 trucks and 1375 litres of fuel. However, in my
mind the reason to fund this $28 million project is
simple: it makes sense. Why would you isolate one port
from the rest of the network? Why would you create a
competitive disadvantage for regional Victoria? Why
would you only do three-quarters of any job?
Upgrading the rail line to the port of Portland to
23 TAL is the most sensible and cost-effective solution
to remedy the competitive disadvantage the port of
Portland is in. Minister, for the benefit of all Victorian

Minister, as you know, every year thousands of people
make their way to the memorial cross atop Mount
Macedon for the Anzac Day dawn service, a moving
ceremony which it has been my honour to participate in
every year that I have been the member for Macedon.
We are very proud of the way our community works
hard to honour veterans through this and other Anzac
Day and Remembrance Day ceremonies.
Your visit would also provide an opportunity to outline
the terrific work our government is to doing to create
employment opportunities in our major projects and in
the public service for recently returned veterans and to
provide practical support to those women and men
who we know can all too often struggle to readjust to
civilian life.

Latrobe Valley Enterprises
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (19:15) — (14 483) My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Roads and Road Safety. The action I seek is for the
minister to compel VicRoads to pay Latrobe Valley
Enterprises the outstanding moneys that are owed to
them by OSSA Services Pty Ltd. The reason I say that
is OSSA Services Pty Ltd were contracted by VicRoads
to maintain many of its properties across Victoria and
within the Gippsland region. As I understand it, OSSA
Services were previously contracted by the government
to maintain these properties but they subsequently
subcontracted them out to a number of local
contractors, and in this case, in the Gippsland region, it
was to Latrobe Valley Enterprises. In September last
year, as I understand, OSSA Services went into
liquidation, and that has resulted in a number of
contractors having outstanding debts.
In terms of Latrobe Valley Enterprises, they are an
unbelievable organisation within the Latrobe Valley.
They are a not-for-profit company. They provide
employment to local people who have a disability. They
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provide a number of services like maintenance from a
grounds perspective, making signs and recycling at local
services. They have been around the Latrobe Valley for
a long time. That organisation simply cannot afford to
have an amount of more than $10 000 owing to them
and to have to write it off. I reinforce the point: they are
a not-for-profit organisation that supports many people
with a disability in the Latrobe Valley region.
In my view this is grossly unfair to Latrobe Valley
Enterprises, or any subcontractor for that matter. Again,
my understanding is that OSSA Services was the
principal contractor engaged by VicRoads to maintain
its properties and it is not at all the fault of Latrobe
Valley Enterprises or any other subcontractor with a
substantial amount of money owing to them. Yes, the
money is owed by OSSA Services, but we should not
forget the fact that VicRoads have an obligation to
subcontractors as well to ensure that they are not left in
the lurch. In this case I come to the minister in good
faith and hope we can find an amicable solution for
Latrobe Valley Enterprises and any other
subcontractors that fall into the same situation as
Latrobe Valley Enterprises. The main thing for me is to
make sure that that amount of money is paid to Latrobe
Valley Enterprises rather than them having to write off
that debt through absolutely no fault of their own.

Skye Primary School
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) (19:18) — (14 484) My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Education. The action I seek is for the minister to
join me on a visit to Skye Primary School to meet with
the principal, school council president Aaron Gionis
and the rest of the school community. The recent
commitment in the 2018–19 state budget to build new
pedestrian-operated traffic lights on Ballarto Road at
Skye primary was extremely well received by the
school community.
Skye primary is a wonderful local school with fantastic
staff and a great school community. For the past
18 months I have been working with the school council
and in particular the school council president, Aaron,
who has been doing an incredible job and whose love
and support for the school is immense. We have been
working on plans and ideas for the future of Skye
primary and identifying what capital improvements
might be undertaken to make this great local school
even better.
Skye primary is one of 14 schools across my
electorate, and over the past three and a half years I
have been working hard to upgrade these schools, to
the tune of $36.6 million since coming to office in
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2014. Can I say this has to be contrasted with the
absolutely woeful level of funding for our local
schools — a mere $4.2 million — provided by a
former member for Carrum over her four years from
2010 to 2014. This government’s investment in
schools and education is now over $8 billion. We are
indeed transforming Victoria into the Education State.
Together with Aaron Gionis, the school council and
the school community I look forward to joining the
minister in visiting Skye primary.

Murray Valley Highway, Yarroweyah
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (19:19) — (14 485)
I raise an adjournment item for the Minister for Roads
and Road Safety as well — he is very popular
tonight — and the action that I seek is that the minister
either visit personally or send a representative to the
Ovens Valley to discuss turning lanes in the small
community of Yarroweyah. Kevin Taylor and others
who live in Yarroweyah recently met with me in town
to discuss Amos and Gooley streets, which are adjacent
to the Murray Valley Highway west of Cobram. The
Murray Valley Highway runs through this town and
requires a speed limit drop to 80 kilometres an hour,
which is still quite fast when we have got local traffic
turning on and off this major truck thoroughfare. Local
residents believe that turning lanes would be a natural
fit. There is certainly ample room there to have them,
and it would be a major benefit to the town.
Safety is a high priority, and the number of vehicles per
day on the Murray Valley Highway has increased
nearly twofold over the last 10 years. We would be
interested to discuss various options and ways in which
we can pursue a safer outcome for the community. The
local V/Line bus that stops in town would also be a
beneficiary of any improvements, and therefore I
request a visit from VicRoads to discuss the proposals
with local input. The wire rope barriers that are being
rolled out in country Victoria by the hundreds of
kilometres will not resolve this safety issue, and I
believe that it is essential that safety measures are
included in Yarroweyah. We need to ensure that
Victoria’s budget for safety upgrades is spread
throughout regional Victoria and throughout country
communities like Yarroweyah as well.

Cheltenham and Mentone level
crossing removals
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (19:20) —
(14 486) My adjournment matter this evening is for the
Minister for Public Transport, and the action I seek is
for the minister to update my community on when the
removal of the Cheltenham and Mentone level
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crossings will commence. The removal of these level
crossings was committed to by the then Andrews
opposition back in 2014.
It was some 120 years ago that a very sad, tragic
incident happened at the Cheltenham level crossing —
a young boy was struck at Cheltenham railway station
as a special race train was taking punters and friends to
Mentone races. That young boy was Harrie Long
Mewett, and his legacy lives on now when we
think about the removal of this level crossing and we
think of the people who have been lost at these
dangerous and congested level crossings across
metropolitan Melbourne.
Some 14 000 vehicles pass through the Charman Road
level crossing and some 16 000 pass through Balcombe
Road. They are substantial feeder roads for our
community for employment and for getting people
home safer and sooner. To have these crossings go will
absolutely transform Cheltenham and Mentone for the
better. Half of all the crossings between Frankston and
Caulfield are going, which is a truly extraordinary thing
when you think of the level crossings that have already
been completed up the line in Bentleigh. These
removals will transform communities for the better and
they will ensure the safety of road users, pedestrians
and train commuters for generations to come. As for
those tragic stories that we hear about through history
and the near misses — I know my colleague the
member for Ivanhoe acknowledged just today in this
house a tragic incident in his electorate — we need to
do all we can to improve safety.
These crossing removals will be critical, and the
construction will create a lot of disruption in our local
communities, which is something that we have to
manage. There were lessons learned on the
Dandenong-Cranbourne line and lessons learned up the
Frankston line with the Bentleigh level crossings — we
will support the traders, we will support commuters and
give them enough notice and enough support when they
are trying to go about their business. Substantial
projects come with those challenges, and my
community will be ready. We will ask for their
understanding when this big construction burden gets
underway. But progress comes with challenges, and
this challenge will be substantial and we will see a lot
of construction for months during that period. In
conclusion, I ask the Minister for Public Transport to
update my community on when the Cheltenham level
crossing removal and the Mentone level crossing
removal will start construction.
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Responses
Mr DONNELLAN (Minister for Roads and Road
Safety) (19:24) — The member for Morwell had a
specific issue in relation to a contract dispute. I am
obviously not across the detail so I have suggested the
member for Morwell speak to Kieran in my office so
we can actually just work through that; I will get him to
give the member a call in the morning. I am obviously
not across the details — I probably would not get much
else done, to be blunt, if I knew every contract
VicRoads signed.
In relation to the member for Ovens Valley and the
Murray Valley Highway at Yarroweyah, I will get the
VicRoads managers out in that region to have a look at
that and see what can be done.
The member for Euroa had an issue for the Minister for
Water and the member for South-West Coast had an
issue for the Minister for Public Transport, and I will
refer those on. The member for Ripon also had an issue
for the Minister for Public Transport, so I will refer that
on. The member for Mordialloc had an issue for the
Minister for Public Transport — it is a very popular day
for the Minister for Public Transport; I thought I was
popular, but I am nowhere near as popular. The
member for Carrum had an issue for the Minister for
Education, the member for Macedon had an issue for
the Minister for Veterans, the member for Bentleigh
had an issue for the Minister for Education and, last of
all, the member for Ivanhoe had an issue for the
Minister for Early Childhood Education, and I will refer
all of those on.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house
now stands adjourned until tomorrow.
House adjourned 7.25 p.m.
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Mornington Peninsula public transport

Wednesday, 6 June 2018
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair
at 9.32 a.m. and read the prayer.

TREASURY AND FINANCE LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2018
Introduction and first reading
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) (09:33) — I
move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Transport Accident Act 1986, the Occupational Health and
Safety Act 2004, the Dangerous Goods Act 1985, the
Equipment (Public Safety) Act 1994, the Workplace Injury
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2013, the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 and the Emergency Services
Superannuation Act 1986 to further improve the operation of
those acts and for other purposes.

Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (09:33) — I ask the
minister for a brief explanation of the bill.
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) (09:33) — This
is a bill to improve the operation of the transport
accident compensation scheme, the WorkCover
compensation scheme and other matters related to
superannuation.

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of the Mornington Peninsula
draws to the attention of the house the legacy of
underinvestment in our public transport services and requests
a complete service review to identify, fund and resolve
shortfalls to enable public transport on the Mornington
Peninsula to align with PTV’s minimum service level,
including but not limited to:
1.

bus route changes to ensure all business, commercial,
educational and all residential areas are properly
serviced with the timetable they need, and in particular:
bringing route 788 bus (Frankston to Portsea) to a
20-minute timetable, extending route 783 bus
(Frankston to Hastings) service and reconfiguring
Mornington North bus services;

2.

find and invest the $6 million allocated in the 2014
budget for Mornington Peninsula bus infrastructure, but
which has never been seen;

3.

provide bus access direct to Frankston Hospital from all
points around the peninsula;

4.

a cross-peninsula service from Hastings to Rosebud, and
another from Hastings to Mornington;

5.

provide bus services to our key tourism destinations with
intrapeninsula shuttles in peak season;

6.

provision of express commuter services of major bus
routes directly to Frankston station and Monash
University Peninsula campus;

7.

update all bus route signage to reflect current standards
across all bus routes.

Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Flinders Street reserve, Rye
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of the Mornington Peninsula
draws to the attention of the house the need to protect, in
accordance with the state government biodiversity 2037 plan,
a valuable bushland reserve with very high conservation
significance located at 50 Flinders Street, Rye. This petition
therefore requests:
1.

the state government retain the land for public use; and

2.

protect this bushland reserve from future housing
subdivision being a significant remnant of native
vegetation in an otherwise highly urbanised
residential area.

By Mr DIXON (Nepean) (66 signatures).
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By Mr DIXON (Nepean) (78 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petitions be considered next day on
motion of Mr DIXON (Nepean).

ABSOLUTELY EVERYONE: STATE
DISABILITY PLAN
Report 2017
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing), by leave, presented report.
Tabled.
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DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Acting Clerk:
Auditor-General:
Annual Plan 2018–19
Community Health Program — Ordered to be published
Victorian Environmental Assessment Council Act 2001 —
Notice of request for an assessment under s 26C.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Castlemaine Men’s Shed
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) (09:36) — Last
Friday I was thrilled to officially open the Castlemaine
Men’s Shed, which was made possible with a grant of
more than $60 000 from the Andrews Labor
government. The new shed is an all-new, purpose-built
facility for local shedders. It provides a functional
workshop for local men to get together and work on
community projects. Congratulations to the
Castlemaine Men’s Shed committee and members who
worked hard to build this great shed, particularly the
president, Brian McCormack, whose tenacity has seen
the project through.
I would like to pay a special tribute to the late Doug
McConville, former president of the Castlemaine
Men’s Shed, who passed away last year. Doug was the
founder of the Castlemaine Men’s Shed in 2014, and it
was his vision and planning that resulted in the new
shed. The shed has been named after Doug and a red
flowering gum has been planted on the site in his
memory. A big thankyou to the many organisations and
individuals who supported the project either financially
or through in-kind support. It is wonderful to see the
whole community get behind this project and support
the blokes at the Castlemaine Men’s Shed.

Tarrangower Cactus Control Group
Ms EDWARDS — Last week I was really pleased
to attend the opening of the Tarrangower Cactus Control
Group, the cactus warriors, at the start of the cactus
killing season. This dedicated group of volunteers have
destroyed millions of wheel cactus plants across
Baringhup and Maldon and were last year recognised
for their efforts in the Premier’s Sustainability Awards.
Working in collaboration with Parks Victoria, they hope
to raise awareness among local landholders of the
damage that wheel cactus does to the environment while
at the same time fighting the battle against infestations,
one cactus at a time. They are a wonderful group of
volunteers in my local community.
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Women of the Eastern Football League
Ms VICTORIA (Bayswater) (09:38) — As MPs we
often wear many hats, and one that I am most proud to
put on is that of patron of Women of the Eastern
Football League (WEFL). The WEFL, headed up by
the tireless and marvellous Joanne Hart-Parker, are an
inclusive group of supporters, workers and players who
love their footy. The speakers are always dynamic, and
we all go away feeling inspired. Well done to Jo and
her committee.

Dandenong Creek
Ms VICTORIA — Last weekend a huge group of
us headed to the Mint Street Wetlands in Wantirna.
Between Knox City Council, Maroondah City Council,
Melbourne Water and local organisations, our very
special Dandenong Creek and its banks are being
transformed. For many years I was on the executive of
the First Friends of Dandenong Creek, a group which is
dedicated to keeping our backyard beautiful and
balanced. I have spent hours planting, weeding and
even doing a frog census data collection, so you can
only imagine how very angry I get when environmental
vandals, who have no idea how destructive their actions
are, deliberately pollute our waterways. The
Environment Protection Authority Victoria needs
bigger teeth to send a very clear and strong message.

Dr David Kram
Ms VICTORIA — Dr David Kram recently
announced his retirement as the artistic director of More
Than Opera, a role he has held since helping found the
company in 2000. A true gentleman and musical
genius, David will take up a full-time position further
progressing the German-Australian Opera Grant,
helping early career singers realise a dream of taking up
a residency in Europe. David, you are an inspiration to
so many in the music world, and I look forward to
watching what comes next.

Melbourne International Jazz Festival
Ms VICTORIA — Whether it is legends from
Australian jazz or players from across the globe, the
Melbourne International Jazz Festival has something
for every taste. If you have not been yet, there are still
five nights left, so get online and book something to
move your groove.

Free from Violence Fund
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence) (09:39) — Last week I visited
Victoria University to announce grants from the Free
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Violence Fund for a range organisations across the
western suburbs of Melbourne. These grants support
initiatives preventing family violence and violence
against women.
Victoria University is developing a program which
ensures women on campuses are properly supported
when they speak out against family violence and abuse.
I commend them for showing leadership in this space
and leading the way across all universities in the state,
and I am very pleased that this government was able to
support them with a $110 000 grant.
Also present at the announcement was HealthWest
primary care partnerships, which received $140 000 to
also work with university students, this time with male
students, so they can better understand the drivers of
family violence.
The Women’s Information and Referral Exchange
(WIRE), which also does great work providing free
information, support and referral services to women,
was also successful; it secured a $100 000 grant. This
funding will go towards training WIRE community
volunteers to have conversations in the community on
gender equality issues.
Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative and IPC Health
received $50 000 for their work on healthy kinships on
Wathaurong country to engage elders and elders in
training to address the deliverers and drivers of family
violence in the Aboriginal community.

Euroa Health
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (09:41) — Yesterday I met with
Jim Perry and Wayne Sullivan, the chair and CEO of
Euroa Health. They are continuing to look for
permanent funding for the Euroa hospital. Euroa Health
is one of just five bush nursing hospitals that are now
left in Victoria, and because the state government
classifies these hospitals as being private, they are cut
out from being able to access any kind of public
funding, which means that if you wish to go to Euroa
Health, you either need to be self-funded or have
private health insurance. With no public hospital beds
and no public health care in the Strathbogie shire, I
think that is a great inequity. Strathbogie shire is the
only shire in the state where there is no access to
publicly funded health care.
Last year after a number of years of lobbying and
calling for action here in this place, we finally
succeeded in getting the Department of Health and
Human Services to agree to some funding for Euroa
Health. It was a trial which allowed them to admit a
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limited number of patients. They were given an
allocation of 60 weighted inlier equivalent separations,
and that was within an agreed scope of practice. To date
the hospital has treated 39 people at Euroa, and I think
that proves that the model is a success and should be
supported into the future. So I am calling on the
government to make that allocation permanent.

Homelessness
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) (09:42) — Our housing and homelessness
services are facing a Malcolm Turnbull funding cliff
later this month. The commonwealth government’s
threatened cut of $495 million to housing and
homelessness services will hit frontline services unless
the Turnbull government comes to the bargaining table
over the next three weeks. This will mean less frontline
services and more people sleeping rough in every
community around our state.
We know this is what Liberals do. We saw them cut
$330 million from our services between 2010 and 2014.
Each of our budgets have seen an increase year on year
in housing and homelessness services, and this year we
have passed a $1 billion figure in new housing and
homelessness services. I point to no greater measure
than the recent census figures, which showed that the
homelessness rate in Victoria increased by 0.5 per cent
in Victoria over that census period compared to a
whopping 27 per cent in New South Wales. That is
because Labor governments fund housing and
homelessness services in new and innovative ways. I
call upon the Liberal-Greens coalition opposite to get
out of the way and allow us to get on and renew and
develop housing services.

Keren Loyer
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (09:44) — For
about five years now we have been running the
Caulfield Volunteer Award, which honours great
volunteers locally. This year we have partnered with
Bendigo Bank Caulfield Park and its chair, Kate
Ashmore, to give some money out to worthy recipients.
Firstly, we awarded one to Keren Loyer, who has been
working as a great fundraiser for the Women’s
International Zionist Organisation, helping
underprivileged women, children and youth in Israel.
She has also been on the parent committee at Caulfield
Junior College for about four years now and is a
passionate advocate for Caulfield Junior College. She is
certainly a worthy recipient of our first Caulfield
Volunteer Award for this year.
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Justine Kuran
Mr SOUTHWICK — Justine Kuran, who is a great
artist, started by purchasing a quilling kit five years ago
from a $2 shop. Here is a great story of somebody
whose action has eventuated in her having first
exhibition only last week, which I opened for her,
called Paper Round. Each piece takes about 500 hours
to produce. It is a great piece of art all made of paper.
She has commissioned work for guests including
former Prime Minister John Howard, former Canadian
Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Hollywood legends
Goldie Hawn and Jane Seymour. We wish her well.

Yvette Coppersmith
Mr SOUTHWICK — I would also like to
congratulate local Caulfield resident Yvette
Coppersmith, who won this year’s Archibald Prize for
her work Self-portrait, after George Lambert. This is a
most prestigious award, and we are very lucky to have a
Caulfield resident win this award.

Steve McGhie
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) (09:45) — I rise to
pay tribute to Steve McGhie, the secretary of the
Victorian branch of Ambulance Employees Australia,
who will retire shortly after serving his membership
with distinction for over two decades. Steve is not a
radical or militant union leader. He has proven himself
over the years to be smart, highly effective, strategic,
passionate and committed to the cause of his members.
No-one on the Labor side of politics has ever
underestimated his capacity or tenacity.
Steve’s leadership during the Code Red campaign was
extraordinary. Against the forces of the conservative
and uncaring Baillieu-Napthine anti-union governments
Steve and his union built support in the community,
stood firm and ultimately prevailed. The reward for his
effort was a change of government to the current
Premier and the current Minister for Health and a
positive new chapter for Ambulance Victoria.
Today we are seeing record investment in our
ambulance service, more paramedics being recruited,
constructive policy changes and, critically, significant
response time improvements. Behind all this change has
been Steve McGhie, his membership and the Andrews
Labor government. Like many great leaders, Steve has
been grooming a successor in Danny Hill, who is an
outstanding replacement and someone I admire for his
decency and commitment to workers’ rights. Steve’s
wonderful commitment to his membership has achieved
so much, including improvements to wages and
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working conditions, work value changes, improved
mental health and national registration reforms. He will
be missed by many on the Labor side, but I will always
be grateful to call him a friend.

Livingstone Primary School
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (09:47) — I was delighted
last week to be joined by the shadow Minister for
Education, the member for Kew, at Livingstone
Primary School in the Forest Hill electorate for a
fantastic local announcement. We announced that if
elected in November, a Liberal-Nationals state
government will commit $250 000 to construct a staff
car park at Livingstone Primary School. This
much-needed staff car park will directly benefit
teachers and staff as well as parents and local residents
faced with parking at capacity on local roads and car
parks. Despite the matter having been raised by me in
Parliament numerous times and multiple written
requests made by me to the Minister for Education, the
Andrews government has refused to fund this project.
After working with both the school and the local
community over several years we have found a solution
to this ongoing congestion problem, with the safety and
convenience of both the school community and local
residents in mind.

Nunawading Swimming Club
Mr ANGUS — I was very pleased to attend the club
championships at the Nunawading Swimming Club
over the weekend. It is always a very impressive sight
to see all the swimmers in the Nuna colours and
swimming as fast as they can. Congratulations to all the
swimmers, especially those who recorded their personal
bests. Well done also to the staff, ably led by CEO Gary
Barclay, and the numerous volunteers who put in so
much work to make this day a great success.

Canterbury International Hotel
Mr ANGUS — It was a pleasure to officially launch
the rebranding of the former Clarion Hotel, now the
Canterbury International Hotel, in the Forest Hill
electorate last week. This well-known local
establishment employs 40 people and is a very
important and successful local business. As a regular
client of the business, I look forward to continuing my
relationship with the team there, ably led by Anna and
Ugo, and wish all those involved well for the future.
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Nunawading Football Club
Mr ANGUS — Last weekend I had the pleasure of
attending the Nunawading Football Club’s open day at
Mahoneys Reserve in the Forest Hill electorate.

Geelong Private Hospital
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) (09:48) — The recent
announcement that Geelong Private Hospital will close
its doors was dealt with swiftly by the Minister for
Health. I want to thank her for her quick action on
behalf of the workers affected. It was great to join the
minister at a meeting of those workers, who were
devastated by the fact that they would lose their jobs in
the coming weeks. The minister’s reassurance was
very welcome.
The Liberals broke a key election promise to build a
second public hospital for Geelong before the 2010
election, instead signing up to a dodgy deal that saw
another private hospital thrown into the mix at Waurn
Ponds. It was good news for another private provider
but bad news for the Geelong patients and our
hardworking doctors and nurses.
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If New Zealand can do it, we can do it for three months
during one of Melbourne’s coldest winters.
I want to thank everyone who turned out to the forum. It
was a big turnout that really showed that our community
cares, sees the rise in homelessness and wants to take
action. We heard from experts and from people who
have experienced homelessness: Maurya Bourandanis
from Voices of the South Side, Lucy Adams from
Justice Connect, Cr Kat Copsey from the City of Port
Phillip and Dr Sam Ratnam, the Leader of the Victorian
Greens. We heard a range of solutions from prevention
to building more social housing — not selling it off, as
the minister wants to do — and making sure that we
have support services to meet people’s needs. Of course
we also heard about the power of community — making
sure we see people who are experiencing homelessness
as part of our community, not separate from our
community, and making sure we build those important
connections to support each other.

Oakleigh Central shopping centre

Ms COUZENS — Last week I attended many
Reconciliation Week events throughout my electorate.
Barwon Health, Barwon Water and many others
marked this significant week. I particularly want to
congratulate Geelong One Fire Reconciliation Group
and Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative for their
Reconciliation in the Park event that attracted many
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people who enjoyed the
sharing of culture through art, dance, stories and
learning about country.

Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (09:51) — I rise to
express concern about the decision made recently by
Oakleigh Central shopping centre staff to start charging
patrons for parking. Previously patrons could park there
for 3 hours; it has now been reduced to 1.5 hours, after
which they have to pay for parking. What is worse is
that staff also have to pay $4 a day to park, or $20 a
week or $1000 a year, just to go and do their job. I am
concerned for older people in terms of their use of that
shopping centre and their ability to go and have a coffee
or go and get their hair done, and taking longer than
1.5 hours to enjoy their civic space and their
community shopping centre. But I am also concerned
about the small businesses at Oakleigh Central
shopping centre that rely on that customer base and do
not have the capacity of the major retail supermarkets
to withstand this. I have called on the Oakleigh Central
shopping centre to change elements of their decision. I
shared this on Facebook a couple of weeks ago and
there were over 500 comments and 300 shares. That is
the level of angst in the local community about that
decision, and I think it should be changed.

Homelessness

Deakin Hunter

Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (09:50) — Today was
another freezing morning. In fact it has been one of the
coldest starts to Melbourne’s winter in 36 years. I want
to take up one of the boldest ideas that came from the
audience at my recent Homelessness Action forum. I
call on the government to provide immediate relief to
every person sleeping rough in Melbourne this winter.

Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (09:52) — Well
done to Myrtleford resident Deakin Hunter, who
recently received a Queen’s Scout award, the highest
accolade in the scouting movement. It took 400 hours
of community work for Deakin to achieve this goal.
Deakin has shown his excellent leadership qualities and
a passion for helping others. I wish him well for his
future endeavours.

The people of Geelong deserve access to affordable,
high-quality and safe care. That is why we have worked
with Barwon Health and announced that the Geelong
Private Hospital building will become a women’s and
children’s public hospital for the Geelong region. The
Geelong community are delighted with this
announcement.

National Reconciliation Week
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Hayden Pearson

Victorian Young Achiever Awards

Mr McCURDY — Congratulations also to
Wangaratta 15-year-old Hayden Pearson, who became
the youngest central field umpire in Ovens & Murray
Football League history on Saturday. Hayden
officiated in the seniors Albury versus Wangaratta
Rovers game. The year 10 student from Galen Catholic
College began umpiring just 18 months ago, so his rise
to this level of football umpiring is certainly
impressive. AFL North East Border umpires field
coach, Shane Downie, praised Hayden after the match,
saying he showed a lot of maturity and handled himself
well at senior level. Quality umpiring is an integral part
of strong local leagues.

Ms THOMAS — Well done Josh Murray, founder
of Josh’s Rainbow Eggs and a student at Gisborne
Secondary College, on receiving a people’s choice
award at the Victorian Young Achiever Awards. Josh
started his free-range egg business at age nine with a
promise to produce the world’s tastiest eggs ethically
produced by the happiest hens. Currently 4000 dozen of
Josh’s eggs are stocked every week in supermarkets
across the state, including, and importantly for me, at
Kyneton Woolworths.

Cobram Harness Racing Club
Mr McCURDY — Cobram Harness Racing Club
held a successful charity race meeting on the weekend,
raising awareness and support for breast cancer nurses
placed in country areas throughout Australia. Tracy
Bevan, the McGrath Foundation ambassador and
director, was the club’s special guest. The day focused
on the ladies, starting with a candle-lighting ceremony
led by my wife, Glenys, and Mack Mustica. There were
lots of lucky draws for the ladies, along with great
prizes for Lady of the Day and Best Hat. It was a
terrific day. The Cobram Secondary College jazz band
was a highlight as always.

Country Fire Authority Edi station
Mr McCURDY — Congratulations to the Edi
community on the opening of their new fire station
recently and in particular to one local family, the
Cooks. They have a long and proud association with the
Edi Country Fire Authority (CFA) brigade. Rob Cook
was captain of the brigade for 22 years, and it was great
to have his son, Gary, who is now CFA deputy chief,
on hand at the station opening. Gary joined the CFA as
a young lad and has obviously gone on to great things
through his commitment to the CFA.

Macedon electorate student achievements
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (09:54) —
Congratulations to Victorian certificate of education
(VCE) study award recipients Thomas Bennett from
Kyneton Secondary College for physics, Lahra
Gallagher from Sacred Heart College Kyneton for texts
and traditions, and Tess Williamson from Braemar
College for environmental science. Receiving a VCE
study award is a significant achievement and reflects
your commitment to excellence in the pursuit of
knowledge.

Janet Hawkins
Ms THOMAS — Thank you, Janet Hawkins,
OAM, for hosting me at Glen Osmond Farm. Your
special and very generous gift to Very Special Kids
provides purpose-built holiday cottages in the heart of
the Macedon Ranges. The cottages, the barn and now
your relationship with Edgar’s Mission mean a
beautiful and unique experience for families supporting
their special kids.

Olga Bartasek
Ms THOMAS — Noting the member for
Williamstown’s tribute to Victorian Ambulance
Employees Association secretary, Steve McGhie, I
would like to congratulate one of my constituents,
Riddells Creek paramedic Olga Bartasek, on her
election to the position of deputy secretary of that great
union where she will serve — I am sure with
distinction — with the new secretary, Danny Hill.

Waverley District Netball Association
Mr WATT (Burwood) (09:55) — Only the Liberals
will support local sports clubs instead of spending
$225 million on Etihad Stadium like the Andrews
Labor government. The netball facility managed by the
Waverley District Netball Association is the largest
sporting facility in the Burwood electorate, with over
3000 girls playing on the weekends. On 26 May I
joined the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to
announce that, if elected, a Liberal government will
contribute $477 000 towards new facilities, with new
shelters, drinking fountains, drainage, a disabled car
park and concrete works to connect to the courts.

St Mary Magdalen’s Parish School
Mr WATT — On 27 May I joined the grade 5/6
students at St Mary Magdalen’s Parish School in
Chadstone for their civics lesson. The students were
well-informed about the politics of the day. It was a
pleasure to engage in conversation and to answer many
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insightful questions. Clearly the future is bright if this
lesson is anything to go by.
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this year. This is an extremely popular policy in my
electorate and of course has been delivered by the
Andrews Labor government.

St Benedict’s Primary School
TAFE funding

Mr WATT — On 10 May I joined the grade 5/6
students at St Benedict’s Primary School in Burwood
for a discussion about politics. They had previously
heard from the federal member for Chisholm, so
expectations were high. It was good to see that the
students understood much of our system of
government and were highly engaged in the topic, with
many varied questions.

Mr J. BULL — It has also been wonderful to talk to
hundreds of residents in my electorate who have
contacted me to acknowledge the importance of our
free TAFE announcement as part of the May state
budget. A number of residents have asked about the list
of courses that will be made free and are seeking more
information.

That Girl Boroondara

West Gippsland Hospital

Mr WATT — On Sunday, 3 June, I attended the
launch of the Boroondara chapter of the That Girl song
project. That Girl Boroondara is a video dance project
about respecting and empowering girls organised by
Community Music Victoria —

Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan) (09:58) — The
Liberal-Nationals have committed to build a new
hospital on the greenfield site between Warragul and
Drouin if elected to government later this year. On
Friday, 18 May, the Leader of the Opposition visited
the greenfield site and reconfirmed his pledge to fund
the commencement of construction of the new hospital
in the coalition’s first budget if elected to government
in November. The Andrews government needs to do
the right thing by our community and also commit to
the construction of a new West Gippsland Hospital
beginning next year.

The SPEAKER — The member for Sunbury.

Tullamarine Tennis Club
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) (09:57) — It was terrific to
attend the Tullamarine Tennis Club committee meeting
on Monday night and hear from the club president,
Colin Akers, and other committee members on how the
club is tracking and their future plans. This is a great
club. They are working hard to include all club
members and the wider community in local tennis, and
I thank them for the opportunity.

Parliamentary Friends of Rugby League
Mr J. BULL — Continuing with that sporting
theme, it was fantastic to have the opportunity to have a
run around on the MCG last week in the traditional
parliamentary friends of rugby touch football match. It
was an early start. Bodies started cold but the heat was
soon turned up with some reliving of the glory days —
not looking at anyone, the member for Bass and the
member for Burwood over there. I would like to thank
the National Rugby League, Melbourne Storm and the
MCG for having us along, and, Speaker, I do hope that
your hamstring is recovering.

Motor vehicle registration fees
Mr J. BULL — This government is committed to
making things fair, and last year we announced our
short-term registration policy. Short-term regos are
booming, and why wouldn’t they be? More than
500 000 Victorians have opted to pay their rego in
instalments since being given the option from 1 January

Trafalgar Victory
Mr BLACKWOOD — The Trafalgar Victory
soccer club are in desperate need of new changing
rooms for male and female players and referees. The
club relocated to the new playing fields about six years
ago and since then have been using makeshift,
temporary toilets and changing room facilities. This has
been a totally unacceptable situation, and the Gippsland
league could outlaw the use of the club’s facilities until
the situation is rectified. Trafalgar Victory currently
have an application before the Latrobe Valley Authority
for financial support. I call on the Andrews government
to ensure the application is successful.

Timber industry
Mr BLACKWOOD — The lack of action by the
Andrews government on addressing the management of
threatened species in state forests has caused massive
uncertainty for the native forest timber industry. Even
the Heyfield sawmill, now owned by the Andrews
government, has a very uncertain future because of the
refusal of the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change to acknowledge current data on
Leadbeater’s possum numbers and revert to a landscape
management regime for threatened species, which is
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strongly supported by current science. It would be an
absolute disgrace if the Andrews government continued
to reduce access to resource and refused to renew
supply contracts to sawmills other than the Daniel
Andrews Heyfield sawmill.

gathering hoisted a Sikh flag, an Australian flag and an
Aboriginal flag, marking it as a day of not just a new
place of worship but also of the beginning of new
friendships and collaborations and of trust, faith, respect
and togetherness.

St Helena Secondary College

Sikh community spokesperson Harpreet Singh
expressed the community’s relief in finally being able
to secure a place of worship after coming up against
multiple hurdles since purchasing the 20-acre property.
He said:

Ms WARD (Eltham) (10:00) — Congratulations to
St Helena Secondary College for their amazing
production of Ben Elton’s We Will Rock You,
transformed by this amazing school as part of the
Schools Will Rock You initiative. And rock us they
did! There were terrific performances and singing as
well as music by these talented students and dedicated
staff. There was exceptional direction by Chris Hewitt.
Freddie Mercury’s voice can always be a challenge to
me, and the exceptional performances by students
Benoit Vari, Tatum Sterling, Brooke Naismith,
Nathaniel Roussety, Tommy Murphy, Renee Picciani
and teacher Bernadette Dagata absolutely met this
challenge. It was a fantastic performance, and I am
terribly proud of these students.
We had great dancing from Brooke Farrar, Emma
Banthorpe, Gia McClure, Isabel Gallagher, Charlotte
Sier, Jordyne Versteege-Brown, Keera Franceschini,
McKinley Tindal, Jasmine Lockwood, Connor
Sweeney and Alexander Knights. We had a great
ensemble with Breannah Arnel, Alyssa Bannan, Eden
Beveridge-Wood, Aggi Boyd, Clare Erickson,
Charlotte Fraser, Samantha Gordon and Keeley James,
among others.
It was an amazing performance, and the whole crowd
was just transfixed and transformed by this fantastic
ensemble of music. It is an exceptional school at
St Helena. They do an amazing job. Year after year
there are fantastic performances that never disappoint.
We also had Molly Minahan, Jenna Mole, Jess Moore,
Clare Murphy, Riley Pascoe, Areeya Phrompradit,
Melissa Pritsis, Jacinta Renda, Zoe Ryan, Jorja Ryan,
James Scott, Keisha Shearer, Lachlan Shing, Sullivan
Steele, Ella Stewart, Jack Stewart, Remi Stickland,
Shaye Wilberforce, Max Williams and
Abigail Willoughby.

Sikh temple, Officer
Mr PAYNTER (Bass) (10:01) — Sunday was a
momentous day for the Pakenham Sikh community,
with the official opening of the Officer temple and the
symbolic flag raising taking place. It was a special day
for the Cardinia Sikh community, who have struggled
to find a permanent place of worship in the region. The

Everyone, no matter which country, religion or caste he or she
belongs to, is welcomed to the gurdwara and be a part of our
celebrations and service …

On the day, my speech included the following:
Today is a very special one for not only the local Sikh
community but everyone in our community …
This is about building bridges and celebrating everything that
makes us different and yet so much alike.
The Sikh community have immersed themselves in our lives
and today we join them in celebrating the opening of their
new place of worship.

Congratulations to Harpreet and the Sikh community.

Centre of Excellence in Earthmoving
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (10:02) — More
than 300 jobs would be delivered in Melbourne’s north
according to a proposal to establish a major social
enterprise targeting the long-term unemployed that
would help deliver Victoria’s pipeline of major
infrastructure projects. The opportunity is to establish
Australia’s biggest civil construction training centre
based on 200 hectares of land at a disused quarry near
Melbourne Airport.
Australia Wide Earthmovers has won the expression of
interest process to create the Centre of Excellence in
Earthmoving, and it wants to establish the social
enterprise to assist major companies by training
blue-collar workers for the $11 billion Melbourne
Metro project and the western distributor project. Dirt
from the Tullamarine Freeway widening project has
already been stockpiled and is being used to build an
access track into the site. Its vision is to establish
Australia’s biggest civil construction social enterprise,
with the aim of handing back the land to Parks Victoria
at the end of the lease as public open space.
Agreement has been secured with Melbourne Airport to
access the site, according to the director of the Centre of
Excellence in Earthmoving, Jim Birch, who met with
me this week in Parliament to outline his plan. He has
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presented letters of support from the Civil Contractors
Federation, representing about 400 contractors and
120 associate members; the West Gate tunnel project
director; the Brotherhood of St Lawrence employment
and engagement manager; the commissioner for
Aboriginal children and young people; and other
not-for-profit organisations.

Victorian Manufacturing Hall of Fame awards
Mr CARROLL (Minister for Industry and
Employment) (10:04) — It was my honour last
Monday, 28 May, to present three outstanding women
with awards as part of the Victorian Manufacturing
Hall of Fame awards. In particular I was very pleased to
present the inaugural Woman Manufacturer of the Year
award to Vanessa Kearney from Viva Energy and Jill
Walsh from Actco-Pickering metals, who were at the
awards night. The young manufacturer of the year
award was taken out by another female trailblazer,
Vanessa Katsanevakis, who won the award for her
leadership at Sussex Taps. Vanessa guided the
business through a major rebrand and a period of
exponential growth.
The hall of fame gala dinner, held at Crown Palladium,
was attended by over 500 industry stakeholders and
recognised outstanding manufacturing businesses and
individuals. The Manufacturer of the Year (Large
Business) was awarded to Bosch Australia, while
Siemens took out the Leader in Industry 4.0 award.
PACCAR Australia was awarded the 2018 Leader in
Workforce Skills Development.
A number of other companies were also recognised
with awards for excellence in some of Victoria’s key
growth sectors, including Creature Technology —
medium business; Osteon Medical — small business;
Entegra Signature Structures — construction
technologies; Albins Performance Transmissions —
defence technologies; Chobani — food and fibre; Leica
Biosystems — medical technologies and
pharmaceuticals; Keppel Prince — new energy
technologies; Bombardier Transportation Australia —
transport technologies; and Boeing — company hall of
fame inductee.
Victoria’s manufacturing industry contributes over
$27 billion to the Victorian economy, with more than
13 000 businesses employing more than
286 000 people. Our government has committed over
$120 million in manufacturing support, creating over
6000 jobs and driving more than $1.6 billion in private
investment. Our manufacturing industries are powering
ahead, and it is people like Vanessa Kearney, Jill Walsh
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and Vanessa Katsanevakis who are helping to lead the
way. Well done to all involved.

Parker Moloney
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (10:06) — On the
weekend I was delighted to meet the sole surviving
daughter of Parker Moloney in Puckle Street, Moonee
Ponds. Parker Moloney, for those who are not aware,
was a member for the federal electorate of Indi and
became the inaugural member for Hume, and he served
with distinction in the federal Parliament until his
defeat in the Scullin administration in 1931.
Unfortunately for Parker Moloney, he fell on hard
times. He ended up going into business with ‘Red’ Ted
Theodore and held shares in a number of Fijian
goldmines. He was known for his scrupulousness — he
did not sell those shares via insider trading. He lived in
a level of poverty — these were the days before the
pension. But his family’s lobbying was able to persuade
Sir Robert Menzies to provide him with a
commonwealth parliamentary pension, and he lived out
his retirement in splendour.

STATEMENTS ON REPORTS
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
financial and performance outcomes 2016–17
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (10:06) — I am
absolutely delighted to speak today on the Report on the
2016–17 Financial and Performance Outcomes from
the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee. I have
been incredibly fortunate in the brief time that I have
been a member of this place to serve on the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee. To any incoming
member of the 59th Parliament, I would suggest to them
that if they can serve on this committee, they should do
so. It has been a rich and rewarding experience. You
learn so much and you have such a great view of the
way government functions and the role that the
government and the public play in the broader economy.
You get to see everything. If you are of a certain mind,
willingness and disposition and you have an interest in
applying yourself, you are going to learn an awful lot as
a consequence of serving on this committee.
This report, which was published in May of this year,
relates to the 2016–17 financial year. One of the
innovations or reforms that were introduced during the
course of this parliamentary term was to have outcomes
hearings in February where every department comes
before the committee and is questioned about their
performance during the previous financial year. That
contrasts with and is distinctive to the estimates
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process, which is focused on prospective government
expenditure as well as expenditure for the current
financial year.
A report like this helps you to get a bit of a sense so you
can understand where money is being spent, how
money is being allocated and what projects a
government is particularly focused on, and then look at
how that intersects with the overarching economic
narrative of the government. It does not matter whether
it is a Labor government in power or a conservative
government in power, you can get a sense of where the
revenue is at and where the expenditure is at. You can
develop an understanding of the three different
budgetary sectors, being the general government sector,
the public financial corporation sector and the public
non-financial corporation sector, and develop an
understanding of the level of indebtedness and
borrowing. It is a really good experience, and I think
this report provides you with a really good sense as to
where the government is going.
I refer to the findings and recommendations. Finding 3
refers to the fact that in the general government
sector — that is, government as we would traditionally
understand it in terms of the inner departments and
agencies — there is a projected surplus of $2.7 billion.
I think it demonstrates the fact that the economy is
tracking very well and that in relation to the way in
which the government is both taxing and spending
public moneys we are doing so in a
conservative manner.
The other point I would make is that despite the
combative nature of estimates hearings and the need for
a bit of robust engagement and discussions with
witnesses and amongst committee members, in my
brief experience the major parties are basically on a
unity ticket. We both want an efficient public
administration. We both want strong financial
management. We both want budget surpluses.
Invariably we will argue over where money should be
expended and we will have an argument about the size
of a surplus, we will have an argument about the size of
debt and we will have an argument from time to time
about the raw nominal figures versus the percentage of
gross state product, but broadly speaking we are on a
unity ticket. And when you are working with people
who have got like-minded views on the importance of
efficient and effective public administration, a
committee structure like this can actually bring out
some really good ideas. It is certainly my experience
that by talking less and listening more to the views of
your colleagues — and I say this despite the fact that I
am frequently on my feet in this place — you can learn
a lot. You can actually learn a great deal.
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Again, looking at the way in which the economy is
structured and the government is functioning, in terms
of 2016–17 there was a decrease in terms of net debt as
a consequence of the proceeds of the long-term lease of
the port of Melbourne. Debt is trending up, but it is
important to note that as a proportion of gross state
product it will be less than 6 per cent. I compare and
contrast this with the Hamer-Thompson governments,
when it was at 18 per cent.

Electoral Matters Committee: conduct of 2014
Victorian state election
Ms ASHER (Brighton) (10:12) — I wish to make
some comments about the report on the inquiry into the
conduct of the 2014 Victorian state election tabled by
the Electoral Matters Committee way back in May
2016. The committee put forward 23 recommendations,
and 10 of these were recommendations for the
government. The government has already made a
response that was positive to that, and indeed we had a
bill in this place, the Electoral Legislation Amendment
Bill 2018, which was debated in the last sitting week. I
spoke on the bill, but in relation to this report there are
many more comments that I wish to make on the report
and the government’s response to the report.
I note that in my chair’s foreword, dated 18 April 2016,
I did express the desire of the committee that we hoped
our recommendations would be:
… acceptable to the government in setting the parameters for
the 2018 Victorian state election.

The government has acted, to a greater or lesser degree,
on all of the recommendations. As I made the
observation when I spoke on the bill which constituted
the government’s response, that is not such a bad thing
for a committee chaired by a non-government member
and a committee where the government did not have
a majority.
I also want to discuss the government’s response in
relation to early voting. This is consistent with the
Electoral Matters Committee view, but we actually did
not make a recommendation about this. Clause 22 of the
Electoral Legislation Amendment Bill repeals section 98
of the Electoral Act 2002. That is the section of the
Electoral Act which requires people to actually state that
they have a real reason to vote early at a pre-poll. I had
occasion to vote early recently — at a federal election, I
add; obviously I would always be present for a state
election — and the poll clerk said to me, ‘Well,
Ms Asher, you more than anyone had better have a valid
reason why you are voting early’. I did — I legitimately
was not going to be here and wanted to support my
federal member prior to going away. The fact that

STATEMENTS ON REPORTS
Wednesday, 6 June 2018

ASSEMBLY

section 98 exists — I hope the bill will go through, in
relation to this section anyway — has made liars out of a
lot of the people who have chosen to vote at pre-polls,
and that is not desirable, so I am pleased to see that this
has been addressed.
I refer to page 35 of the report, which expresses the
Electoral Matters Committee view on this:
While the committee appreciates the concerns of some
inquiry participants about the current two-week early voting
period at Victorian state elections, the committee does not
support limiting early voting opportunities at Victorian state
elections. With 1.2 million Victorians voting early at the
2014 Victorian state election, the committee is also concerned
that a shorter early voting timeframe may lead to longer
queues at early voting centres. In other words, it makes little
sense to try and fit an increasing number of electors into a
smaller voting window.

I also refer the house to a table I have referred to
previously, which is on page 29 of the Electoral Matters
Committee report. It highlights the early voting rates in
every electorate. It highlights the top 10 electorates, and
there are some electorates where early voting is
incredibly popular. I instance South-West Coast with
49.32 per cent as a trend. There is Ovens Valley with
46.8 per cent. Again, I would urge members to look at
that table. Brighton, with 31.82 per cent, is at the lower
end of the scale. So I am pleased the government is
regularising this because the public likes early voting.
The report also addresses early voting in by-elections,
where clearly the early voting period in by-elections
goes on for too long. The committee reported concern
about this and thought that the by-election early voting
period should be aligned with the general early voting
period, and the government has seen fit to do this. I note
also that the previous Electoral Matters Committee said
that ‘early voting is here to stay’. And yes, it is here to
stay. The public likes it, and I am actually pleased that
people now will be able to choose to vote early as a
matter of choice at the 2018 election if the Electoral
Legislation Amendment Bill goes through the
Parliament.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
budget estimates 2017–18
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) (10:17) — I
rise this morning to speak on the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee (PAEC) Report on the 2017–18
Budget Estimates. I refer to the transcripts that
accompany the report. I would just like to make some
comments at the outset about the phenomenal success
of the National Gallery of Victoria’s Triennial
exhibition. It was the most attended exhibition in the
gallery’s 157-year history. I really would like to put on
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the record my congratulations and a very big thank you
to all the staff and executive team who worked on this
landmark event. It really was amazing, and it is a very
strong signal that Victoria is the Creative State and
indeed a world leader in the arts. We have a $23 billion
creative economy, which does bring me back to the
report and the transcripts too.
They are on the back of this year’s budget investment of
$79.2 million over four years, which is double the
previous government’s contribution. If you look back
through the budget papers, you will see over the last
four years new creative industry initiatives have totalled
more than $545 million. So it is a really significant boost
to the creative industries. This is in really stark
comparison to when the Liberals were in government. If
you look back through the budget papers, you see they
put in less than half the investment the Labor
government has put in. The Andrews Labor government
does not just pay lip-service to our creative industries.
We value them, we invest in them and we understand
they play a huge role in the vibrancy, the prosperity, the
social cohesion and the livability of Victoria.
When you go back and look at the transcripts, you
cannot help but be amazed by some of the questions
that were asked by those opposite in the PAEC hearing
in this portfolio area. They were all about crime. I
know that we are all concerned about community
safety, but when you have got the opportunity to
question the Minister for Creative Industries, you
might like to have a look at some of the great things
that are happening in this portfolio area rather than get
high on crime questions again. When you look at the
budget papers and the recent announcements by the
government, you see how significant the creative
industries are to this state.
I think it was best said by the minister himself at the
estimates hearing:
We really need now to talk about how an international city
like Melbourne positions itself in this part of the globe and
indeed in the wider globe. I think that is where our real
successes are playing out.

So it was with great glee that the government
announced the new arts centre project last Sunday at
Southbank. It really is a once-in-a-generation
transformation of the arts precinct. The project will
upgrade theatres and public spaces at the Arts Centre
Melbourne and transform 1 City Road into a new
creative hub in the heart of the city that will be home to
the Australian Performing Arts Gallery, which has been
a pursuit of mine in trying to make sure that our
amazing performing arts sector has a home to display
what is some incredible material down in the vaults at
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the National Gallery of Victoria, including Kylie’s
hotpants, an expanded Australian Music Vault and
administrative, education and research facilities.
One of the things that I am really dedicated to is
making sure that more children get to visit the gallery
and the arts precinct, and this investment will be an
enabler for that. If you do not believe me, just go and
have a look at the Herald Sun editorial. I feel like
asking for this to be tabled, because it is not often that
you get a Herald Sun editorial raving about an Andrews
Labor government initiative, but certainly in this case it
does. They go on and say:
The state government commitment is a timely reminder of the
vital place of the arts in Melbourne. It’s just another reason
that the city will remain not just the best capital in Australia,
but also the most livable city in the world.

So investing in the arts, making sure that we have got a
strong budget commitment backing the creative
industries and the creative people in this state is a
huge —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The honourable
member’s time has expired.

Environment, Natural Resources and Regional
Development Committee: sustainability and
operational challenges of Victoria’s rural and
regional councils
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (10:22) — This morning I rise to
speak on the report on the inquiry into the sustainability
and operational challenges of Victoria’s rural and
regional councils, which was tabled by the
Environment, Natural Resources and Regional
Development Committee in this place in March.
Specifically I would like to refer to page 17 of that
report, where the committee discuss the fact that there
are many, many positive aspects to living in regional
Victoria but that among the issues raised with them in
their hearings were a lack of employment opportunities
as a key barrier preventing people from leaving the city
to settle in country Victoria as well as the need for
regular public transport connections to Melbourne.
They noted that as a particularly valuable strategy, and
recommendation 10 actually encourages the state
government to do more to invest in infrastructure,
particularly public transport, to encourage
decentralisation.
As members of this house would know, I have
frequently raised the issues that we have in my own
electorate around the north-east line and the lack of
investment that we have seen in rolling stock. It has
now been two years — more than two years — since
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the Premier stood in Wangaratta and told us that he
would invest in new rolling stock for that train line.
The government has had four budgets and we have not
seen a cent invested towards improving the quality of
the trains that we have on the line, which are very old
and very outdated. We have made a commitment that
if we are elected in November, we will completely
replace the long-haul rolling stock on both the
Seymour and Shepparton lines because we understand
that we need a reliable train service if we are indeed to
encourage people to live in rural communities — and
people who live in my electorate deserve reliable
public transport services.
I have got a few stories that I would like to share with
the house from people in my electorate who have
experienced the ongoing frustration of both the
north-east and Shepparton lines and indeed the
Seymour line. The first is from Kathy Burden from
Chesney Vale. Kathy and I have spoken on a number of
occasions about the train line. She wrote to me
regarding Thursday, 15 March, which she described as
a ‘shocking day’ for anyone travelling on the Albury
line. She said:
I was scheduled to catch the 6.02 p.m. train home. However,
due to ‘two defective carriages’ the service was cancelled and
replaced by road coaches. Although the coaches were waiting
in the bays by the time we all walked around, it was approx
9.00 p.m. when we arrived in Benalla. This means the trip
(already long) was further extended by an additional
half-hour.

Beth Hatch from Euroa said:
Thank you for continuing your ongoing ‘battle’ re the
regional rail line Albury-Wodonga to Melbourne (prehistoric
rail ‘service’???).
Rural residents are being treated as second-class citizens in
this supposed modern age.

She had two examples of the lack of service. On
19 December 2017 she made a first-class booking
approximately five weeks in advance and she was to
travel with a friend coming from Benalla. She said the
train arrived in Melbourne almost on time. Her
departure from Southern Cross was due at 6.00 p.m.
She said she was about to enter platform 2A only to be
told the trip would now be on a bus, and she was given
details of where to access the bus. She had purchased
food and drink to take on the train. On the bus she was
told that no food or drink was allowed and that her
friend would be on another bus as he was going to
Benalla. She said there was no time to distribute her
food and drink so it had to be wasted, and there was no
mention of a refund. The journey continued. She said:
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The driver had to exit to Seymour to do a drop-off. He
continued on, only to take the exit back to Melbourne.
Fortunately another passenger queried this exit and the driver
responded, ‘I haven’t done that before’.

She said there was no apology. When they arrived at
Avenel the driver had to stop for 20 minutes as he had
been driving for 2 hours, and they arrived at Euroa over
an hour late. She had a similar experience on
16 January.
Warwick Carter from Creightons Creek regularly
catches the train, and he too has experienced a whole
series of ongoing frustrations. He wrote to me and said:
This morning the train was delayed 12 minutes at Broadford
because of a slow/delayed train ahead of us. That in itself is
not bad but when you add it to the other problems on this line
over the last 10 days it becomes extremely annoying.

Ian Riley from Tallarook has previously sent me
messages about his frustrations as well.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
budget estimates 2016–17
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (10:27) — I refer
to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
inquiry into the budget estimates 2016–17 and
particularly to the contribution by the Minister for
Industry and Employment, who referred to how
working in a collaborative fashion presents an
opportunity to drive strategic results. I want to continue
my contribution on strategic results and how we can
actually achieve them not just in relationships with the
Victorian government but how we deal with the
Australian government as well, because this is the
critical collaboration.
We might be finally making progress. I was at
Federation Square in the lead-up to the Long Walk and
Dreamtime at the G when I heard the Prime Minister
state, and I quote:
The Premier and I are starting to agree on more things all
the time.

So I am hoping that this is a sign that we can get further
collaboration with the Australian government, because
my call has always been that we need unity tickets on
issues of national significance. The fact is that
Australians are crying out for leadership to defeat
procrastination and political partisanship. A unity ticket
and a plan to finally build the multibillion-dollar rail
link to Melbourne Airport and the missing link in our
road network, the M80, must not be missed.
Collaboration is critical.
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I have long called for a coordinated strategy so the
Australian government would become a committed
partner in Victoria instead of a bystander. I published
Creating Opportunity: Postcodes of Hope to highlight a
strategic approach. Within this was the proposal for a
city deal to secure joint long-term investments,
underwriting prosperity, fast-tracking results and
delivering jobs and growth in blue-collar communities
where they are needed most.
A rail link to Melbourne Airport has been proposed for
half a century. Building the vital north-east link would
deliver Victoria’s biggest transport project. Anchoring
such megaprojects through a city deal is one
mechanism. There are others, but this is a mechanism
that I think would deliver the funding certainty that
business craves and the collaboration to overcome the
perennial deal-breakers: the silo mentality, turf wars,
institutional ego, bureaucratic inertia and the political
cycle. That is all we are up against to try and get
something done.
I keep advocating on this because I think the need is
vital and urgent. Victoria has Australia’s
fastest-growing economy and population. The Andrews
Labor government is driving a AAA-rated economy,
record investment and surpluses. The Treasurer has
long lamented the Australian government’s dudding of
Victorians on infrastructure funding, while the Andrews
government is investing to reimagine the city hailed the
most livable and spreading jobs and opportunities
across the state. Coalition governments have relegated
Melbourne’s north to the status of managed decline,
which proved disastrous for England’s north under the
Thatcher government.
The north-east link business case predicts an annual
economic boost of $427 million, the creation of more
than 10 000 jobs and slashed travel times. That
increases productivity and gets families home safely, so
it is of major social and economic benefit. Melbourne’s
north is four times the population of Geelong, which
has secured a city deal commitment, yet one in
20 Australians is predicted to live in Melbourne’s north
within two decades, matching Adelaide’s current
population. Opportunities are significant, challenges are
daunting and threats are dangerous if wilful blindness,
political bias and the lack of a coordinated plan prevail.
Proximity to the heart of the city, affordable land and
population growth provide the assets to create a
21st-century vision for Melbourne’s north, which
boasts Australia’s largest concentration of advanced
manufacturing and a gross regional product of
$37 billion. So that is how valuable this region is, not
just to the city, but to the state and to the nation.
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My proposal for a city deal for Melbourne’s north has
already won crucial support. It was a runaway winner,
securing 72 per cent of the vote in the highest category
from more than 160 community leaders at last year’s
northern metropolitan regional assembly featuring the
Premier, five cabinet ministers, mayors and chief
executives of the seven local councils.
Just to further highlight population growth, I refer to the
Effectively Planning for Population Growth report from
Victorian Auditor-General’s Office tabled in August
2017. The gobsmacking statistic is that 86 per cent of
the predicted increase of children from birth to nine
years of age is in the growth areas, that is, by 2031.
That compares to 25 per cent in the remainder of
metropolitan Melbourne. So we are going through
exponential growth in these communities, and it is
presenting unprecedented challenges for infrastructure
and service delivery.

Accountability and Oversight Committee:
oversight agencies 2016–17
Mr WATT (Burwood) (10:32) — I rise to speak on
the report into Report on Victorian Oversight Agencies
2016–17, tabled in February this year. It is a report by
the Accountability and Oversight Committee. I note
that the member for Williamstown is in the chamber,
and I note that the member for Williamstown is actually
a member of that committee. I also note that he joined
the committee in February around the same time or just
as this report was tabled, so he may not necessarily be
able to take responsibility for everything in the report.
I want to specifically go to section 3.3.4, on page 33,
which is an investigation referred from Parliament. The
section states:
In December 2016, the Court of Appeal upheld a Supreme
Court judgement that the Ombudsman has jurisdiction to
investigate a referral by the Legislative Council of allegations
that Australian Labor Party members of the Victorian
Parliament misused members staff budget entitlements.
The Victorian government sought leave to appeal the decision
in the High Court of Australia, however, this was refused.
Accordingly, the Ombudsman confirmed that she would
continue her investigation …

I note that not only the rort, the misuse of the funds, but
also the cover-up actually amounts to over $1 million
with the cover-up and the amount of money that was
misused. I make that comment because I refer to the
actual report by the Ombudsman, noting that in
section 3.3.4 of that particular report she actually said:
Participating members were uniformly unaware of the Field
Organisers’ typical daily schedule. During 2014, most
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participating members had limited contact with the persons
they had nominated as their electorate officers and neither
those members nor their staff directed their day-to-day work
activities.

Now to go further through this, those members that we
are actually talking about that are in this report are the
then member for Yuroke; Candy Broad, a member for
Northern Victoria Region; the current member for
Ivanhoe; the member for Mill Park; the then member
for Macedon; Nazih Elasmar, a member for Northern
Metropolitan Region in the other place; the member
for Lara; the former member for Ripon; Gavin
Jennings, a member for South Eastern Metropolitan
Region in the other place; Mr Leane, a member for
Eastern Metropolitan Region in the other place;
Mr Lenders, a former member for Southern
Metropolitan Region; Ms Lewis, a former member for
Northern Victoria Region in the other place;
Mr Melhem, Western Metropolitan Region;
Ms Mikakos, Northern Metropolitan Region; the
member for Lyndhurst, who I acknowledge is in the
chamber; the former member for Dandenong; a former
member for Eastern Victoria Region, Mr Scheffer;
Mr Somyurek, South Eastern Metropolitan Region; a
former member for South Eastern Metropolitan
Region, Mr Tarlamis; a former member for Eastern
Metropolitan Region, Mr Tee; the member for
Footscray is also mentioned here; Ms Tierney, a
member for Western Victoria Region; and Mr Viney, a
former member for Eastern Victoria Region.
All these members are in this particular report. As I say,
none of them appeared to be aware of what their
electorate office staff were actually doing. I know that I
generally understand what my staff are doing and I
understand what their daily schedule is. I take
responsibility for their activities and direct them in their
activities. I do note annexure 4 in this particular report,
which gives the ‘Victorian Field Program Field
Organiser Roles & Responsibilities’. I had a bit of a
look through this, and I do not understand how any
member of Parliament could look at this and think that
these roles and responsibilities fitted with the Members
Guide and the roles and responsibilities set out for
members of staff.
If I look at some of the things such as:
Topline Responsibilities — if you were trapped in an elevator
with someone you don’t know who asks you what you do as a
field officer, this is what you should tell them:
build 1 volunteer team in Labor’s Community Action
Network in your local campaign;
hold 5 introductory 1:1s per week with volunteer
prospects;

JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (FAMILY VIOLENCE PROTECTION AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2018
Wednesday, 6 June 2018

ASSEMBLY

recruit five new volunteers every week to complete one
voter contact shift;
train volunteers how to perform various methods of
voter contact;
train volunteers how to recruit other volunteers;
train volunteers how to train other volunteers:
ensure that all data produced by your local campaign is
tracked in campaign central —

The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The time for making
statements is now over.

JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(FAMILY VIOLENCE PROTECTION AND
OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2018
Statement of compatibility
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amend the Family Violence Protection Act, to provide
dowry-related abuse and forced marriage as statutory
examples of family violence; and
amend the Criminal Procedure Act to allow for the use
of pre-recorded evidence-in-chief in proceedings for
family violence offences.

The Bill will also make other amendments that were not
recommended by the Royal Commission, but are consistent
with, and complement, its recommendations. These
amendments will improve the justice system’s response to
family violence by:
establishing an administrative mechanism to empower
the Children’s Court to make counselling orders to
require adult respondents to attend Men’s Behaviour
Change Programs;
removing the requirement that an adult respondent
reside in a specified postcode area for a court to make a
counselling order; and
abolishing appeals against interim intervention orders.

Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the ‘Charter’), I make
this Statement of Compatibility with respect to the Justice
Legislation Amendment (Family Violence Protection and
Other Matters) Bill 2018.
In my opinion, the Justice Legislation Amendment (Family
Violence Protection and Other Matters) Bill 2018, as
introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with
human rights as set out in the Charter. I base my opinion on
the reasons outlined in this statement.

The Bill will also strengthen the current therapeutic treatment
order regime in the Children, Youth and Families Act, and
modernise and improve court and tribunal processes by
allowing for the issue and transmission of court and tribunal
documents by electronic communication.
Human rights issues
The Bill makes significant improvements to the family
violence legislative framework and to the criminal justice
response to family violence, to maximise the safety of people
who are affected by family violence, including children.
The relevant provisions in the Bill which engage Charter
rights are set out in detail below.

Overview of the Bill

Extension of the therapeutic treatment order regime

The Justice Legislation Amendment (Family Violence
Protection and Other Matters) Bill 2018 (the Bill) amends the
Family Violence Protection Act 2008 and various other Acts,
including the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005, the
Criminal Procedure Act 2009, and the Magistrates’ Court Act
1989, to implement a number of recommendations of the
Royal Commission into Family Violence (Royal
Commission).

Part 2 of the Bill amends the Children, Youth and Families
Act to implement the Royal Commission’s recommendation
to extend the therapeutic treatment order regime to children
aged 15 to 17 years.

The Bill is the second stage of justice-related legislative
reform, and will support the implementation of six
recommendations of the Royal Commission. The
amendments will:
provide for the expansion of the therapeutic treatment
order regime to 15 to 17 year olds;
establish the Specialist Family Violence Court Division
in the Magistrates’ Court;
enable family violence intervention order (FVIO)
applications to be filed online to support the roll-out of
online applications across Victoria;
empower the courts to make interim FVIOs, on their
own motion, during criminal proceedings;

Currently, the Family Division of the Children’s Court can
only make a therapeutic treatment order in relation to a child
who is of, or over, the age of 10, but under the age of 15, who
has exhibited sexually abusive behaviours. A therapeutic
treatment order compels a child to attend a therapeutic
treatment program, and can be made following a child being
charged with an offence, or where a child has been the subject
of a report to the Secretary of the Department of Health and
Human Services (Secretary).
The Royal Commission recommended the extension of the
therapeutic treatment order regime to children aged 15 to
17 years, to respond to the gap in early intervention services
for young people with problem sexual behaviours. In making
this recommendation, the Royal Commission emphasised the
importance of therapeutic intervention to prevent future
family and sexual violence.
The therapeutic treatment order regime includes both the
making of therapeutic treatment orders and therapeutic
treatment (placement) orders by the Children’s Court, and a
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child’s voluntary participation in a therapeutic treatment
program. Clause 3(b) of the Bill provides that the therapeutic
treatment regime is available to children who are of, or above
the age of 10, but under the age of 18.
Clauses 9(1) and 10(1) of the Bill clarify that a therapeutic
treatment order can continue to apply to a young person who
is over the age of 18 years, provided that an order is made
prior to their turning 18. Clauses 9(2) and 10(2) provide that a
therapeutic treatment (placement) order expires upon a child
turning 18.
The extension of the therapeutic treatment order regime to
older children promotes a number of Charter rights.
Section 17(2) of the Charter provides that every child has the
right, without discrimination, to such protection as is in their
best interests and is needed by them by reason of being a
child. Section 25(3) provides that a child who has been
charged with a criminal offence has the right to a procedure
that takes account of his or her age and the desirability of
promoting the child’s rehabilitation. These rights recognise
the inherent vulnerability and special status of children.
The Bill promotes these Charter rights because the purpose
and effect of the amendments is to ensure that a wider cohort
of children who have exhibited sexually abusive behaviours
have an opportunity to access court-ordered treatment and
rehabilitation.
The Bill provides that a therapeutic treatment order can
continue beyond the age of 18 years, provided an order is
made prior to a child turning 18. The amendments will help
ensure that a child’s access to therapeutic treatment will not
be unduly shortened, due solely to their age, which protects
the best interests of the child. While a child is defined in
section 3 of the Charter to mean a person under 18 years of
age, the right to protection offered by sections 17(2) and 25(3)
of the Charter does not necessarily cease to be relevant after a
person turns 18.
By promoting therapeutic intervention for children and young
people over the age of 15, the Bill also seeks to protect the
right to security of other persons (section 21), in that the
community stands to benefit from an enhanced therapeutic
and rehabilitative response to young people’s sexually
abusive behaviours.
The extension of the therapeutic treatment order regime to
children aged 15 to 17 years also engages:
the right to recognition and equality before the law
(section 8(3));
the right to protection from torture and cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment (section 10);
the right to freedom of movement (section 12);
the right to privacy (section 13); and
the right to liberty and security (section 21).
Section 8(3) of the Charter provides that every person is equal
before the law and is entitled to the equal protection of the
law without, and against, discrimination. Discrimination in
relation to a person means discrimination within the meaning
of the Equal Opportunity Act 2010 on the basis of an attribute
set out in section 6 of that Act. This includes discrimination
on the basis of age. Section 8 of the Equal Opportunity Act
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provides that direct discrimination occurs if a person treats, or
proposes to treat, a person with an attribute unfavourably
because of that attribute.
The imposition of therapeutic treatment on a person also
engages the right to protection from torture and cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment (section 10). Specifically,
section 10(c) protects a person’s right not to be subject to
medical treatment without their full, free and informed
consent. Medical treatment includes therapeutic treatment and
counselling. Court-ordered therapeutic treatment also engages
the right to privacy (section 13), which is broad in scope and
encompasses protection of personal and social individuality
and identity, including psychological integrity.
The extension of the therapeutic treatment order regime is
relevant to the right to freedom of movement (section 12),
which recognises that every person has the right to move
freely within Victoria and to enter and leave it, and has the
freedom to choose where to live. The making of a therapeutic
treatment order engages the right to freedom of movement as
it requires a child to participate in a therapeutic
treatment program.
The right to freedom of movement is also engaged by the
making of a therapeutic treatment (placement) order, which
grants parental responsibility for a child to the Secretary, and
is made if it is necessary for a child to be accommodated
outside of their home, in order to ensure their participation in
a treatment program. The removal of a child from their home
also engages the right of a person not to have their privacy,
and the privacy of their family and home, unlawfully or
arbitrarily interfered with (section 13), and the right to liberty
and security (section 21).
Any limitations of these Charter rights, as listed above, are
reasonable and justified. The making of orders under the
therapeutic treatment regime may limit the Charter rights of a
child and a child’s family. However, the Court makes orders
in limited circumstances when it is necessary to compel a
child to attend a therapeutic treatment program, or when the
order is required to support a child’s participation in a
treatment program. Any limitation of Charter rights is
reasonable and justified, as orders of this nature are made in
circumstances where it is necessary to protect and promote a
child’s best interests. Additionally, if a child has exhibited
sexually abusive behaviours and it is considered necessary
that they engage in therapeutic treatment, the Secretary would
not apply to the Court for an order if the Secretary is satisfied
that a child will attend a therapeutic treatment program in a
voluntary capacity.
Other amendments to the Children, Youth and Families Act
Part 2 of the Bill amends the Children, Youth and Families
Act to strengthen the therapeutic treatment order regime to
enable the Secretary and the Children’s Court to have greater
oversight of children subject to orders, and to better support a
child who is on a treatment order. The amendments
complement the extension of the therapeutic treatment order
regime to 15 to 17 year olds.
In particular, the Bill:
requires the Secretary to prepare a therapeutic treatment
plan for all children who are subject to a therapeutic
treatment order;
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imposes new criteria that the Family Division of the
Children’s Court must consider when making a
therapeutic treatment order;
imposes new criteria that the Criminal Division of the
Children’s Court must consider when referring a matter
to the Secretary for investigation regarding the best
pathway for treatment; and
permits the Children’s Court to require the Secretary to
report on a child’s progress and attendance at a
therapeutic treatment program.
Section 13(a) of the Charter provides that a person has the
right not to have their privacy or family unlawfully or
arbitrarily interfered with. The right to privacy is relevant to
clauses 4, 8, and 12 of the Bill.
Clause 4 of the Bill requires the Secretary to prepare a new
therapeutic treatment plan for all children subject to a
therapeutic treatment order. The plan must contain all
decisions and arrangements made by the Secretary that are
significant and relate to a child’s participation in, and
attendance at, a therapeutic treatment program. A copy of a
therapeutic treatment plan must be provided to the child, the
child’s parent, any person who has care of the child, and the
provider of the treatment program, unless the Secretary
considers it inappropriate to do so.
Clause 8 of the Bill enables the Family Division of the
Children’s Court to include a condition in a therapeutic
treatment order that the Secretary report on a child’s progress
and attendance at a therapeutic treatment program, at times
specified by the Court. Clause 12 enables the Criminal
Division of the Children’s Court, when adjourning
proceedings, to require the Secretary to report on a child’s
progress and attendance at a therapeutic treatment program, at
times specified by the Court. A copy of the Secretary’s report
may be provided to the child and to the prosecutor, at the
Court’s direction.
The right to privacy is engaged by these amendments.
However, any limitation on the right to privacy is reasonable
and justified as the amendments aim to ensure that children
are better supported while on a therapeutic treatment order.
Any interference on the right to privacy is confined in scope.
A therapeutic treatment plan is intended to be succinct and
high level, consistent with any conditions in a therapeutic
treatment order, and relates only to decisions and
arrangements that the Secretary considers to be significant.
The requirement that the Secretary report to the Court on a
child’s engagement with a therapeutic treatment program is
also limited to information regarding a child’s progress and
attendance at a treatment program.
The amendments contained in clauses 4, 8 and 12 of the Bill
are in a child’s best interests (section 17(2)), in that they will
ensure that the Children’s Court maintains oversight of a
child’s compliance or otherwise while on a therapeutic
treatment order, for the duration of the treatment program,
rather than only at its conclusion. Additionally, the
introduction of a therapeutic treatment plan will help to
ensure the identification, and implementation, of better
supports for a child on a therapeutic treatment order, and the
Secretary can review a plan with a view to remedying any
problems that arise.
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Own motion interim orders in criminal proceedings
Clause 22 of the Bill amends the Family Violence Protection
Act to empower courts to make interim FVIOs on their own
motion at any time during a criminal proceeding. More
specifically, new sections 60B and 60C of the Family
Violence Protection Act will provide that all Victorian courts
can make own motion interim orders in a proceeding for any
criminal offence, and that the interim order can protect any
family member of the accused.
An own motion interim order can be made at any point during
the criminal process, for example, during a bail hearing, a
summary hearing, a committal proceeding, a sentencing
hearing or an appeal. A court will be able to exercise the own
motion power where satisfied, on the balance of probabilities,
that an interim order is necessary to ensure the safety of a
family member of an accused, pending a decision about a
final FVIO.
The purpose of the amendments is to protect the safety of
victims of family violence, thereby promoting the interests
protected by several Charter rights, including the right to life
(section 9), the protection from cruel, inhuman and degrading
treatment (section 10), and the protection of families and
children (section 17). The amendments will achieve this by
enabling courts to act to reduce the risk of harm, and to allow
for the swift and effective protection of adults and children
who are victims of family violence.
Similarly, clause 22 of the Bill inserts new section 60F(1) and
(2) in the Family Violence Protection Act. Together, these new
sections provide that where a court makes an own motion
interim order for a family member of the accused and the court
is satisfied, on the balance of probabilities, that a child has
been subject to family violence committed by the accused, the
court must include the child in the interim order or make a
separate interim order for the child. New section 60F(3)
provides that the court is not required to make an order for the
child if satisfied that it is not necessary to do so to protect the
child or ensure the safety of the child pending a decision about
a final order. Along with the rights discussed above, this aspect
of the proposal enhances the right of children to be protected,
as provided by section 17(2) of the Charter.
The proposed reform allowing for own motion interim orders
limits the rights protected under the Charter in a number of
ways, but the limitations are justified and reasonable.
Interim FVIOs may place restrictions on a respondent’s ability
to move freely within Victoria, thereby limiting the right to
freedom of movement. Section 12 of the Charter provides that
every person lawfully within Victoria has the right to move
freely within Victoria and to enter and leave it and has the
freedom to choose where to live. An example of one of the
ways freedom of movement can be limited is the possibility
under Part 4 of the Family Violence Protection Act for interim
orders to include conditions which prohibit the respondent
from being within a prescribed distance from the victim and
areas where the victim lives and works or attends school.
However, the limitation is reasonable because it only goes as
far as is necessary for the respondent to avoid contact with the
victim until further hearing. The respondent will be able to
move freely within Victoria, save in relation to areas
frequented by the victim, and specified in the interim order.
Furthermore, the period of restriction is limited, as a FVIO
application commenced by the making of an own motion
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interim order must return to court within 14 days of the order
being made or served on the respondent (as the case requires),
and the hearing to determine the final order must be listed as
soon as practicable. In the meantime, the respondent will also
have the ability to apply to vary or revoke the order or to have
it set aside. As such, to the extent that clause 22 and new
sections 60B and 60C might limit the right to freedom of
movement, the limit is reasonable and justified.
An own motion interim order may also limit the people with
whom the respondent can associate, preventing them from
contacting the family member or family members protected
by the order. Section 16 of the Charter provides that every
person has the right to freedom of association with others.
However, section 7 of the Charter allows the freedom of
association to be reasonably limited; and preventing someone
from associating with a family member on the basis that it is
necessary to protect the safety of that family member is a
reasonable and justified limitation.
By limiting who a respondent can speak to, own motion
interim orders may also restrict the right to freedom of
expression in section 15 of the Charter. Section 15(2)
provides that every person has the right to freedom of
expression, which includes the freedom to impart information
and ideas of all kinds. However, section 15(2) must be read in
conjunction with section 15(3) of the Charter, which provides
that special duties and responsibilities attach to freedom of
speech, and thus the right can be subject to lawful restrictions
reasonably necessary to respect the rights and reputation of
others. The limitation on freedom of expression imposed by
own motion interim orders would fall into this category: an
interim order will only be able to be made under new
section 60B or 60C if it is necessary, on the balance of
probabilities, to protect the safety of a family member
pending a decision about a final order. Interim orders,
therefore, protect the rights of the family member to be safe,
which is a fundamental human right. The restriction on the
freedom of expression is very narrowly targeted, and as such
the respondent will still be able to communicate freely with
other people.
The possibility of a court unilaterally deciding that an interim
order is necessary to protect the safety of a person, potentially
in the absence of the person subject to the order, engages the
right to a fair hearing. Section 24 of the Charter provides that
a party to a civil proceeding has the right to have the
proceeding decided by a ‘competent, independent and
impartial court after a fair and public hearing’. One of the
essential components of the right to a fair trial is for a person
to have the opportunity to make submissions to the court
about a decision that will impact them. If the respondent is
not before the court when an own motion interim order is
made, they will not have this opportunity. While this is a
limitation on the fair hearing rights of the respondent, it is a
reasonable and justified limitation in accordance with
section 7 of the Charter. It is reasonable and justified for the
court to be able to make an order on an interim basis where it
considers it is necessary to protect the safety of a family
member of the accused, even if the accused is not present. As
it is an interim order, new section 60L requires the matter to
return to court within 14 days of the order being made or
served on the accused (as the case requires), and the hearing
to determine the final order to be listed as soon as practicable.
The accused will have an opportunity to make submissions to
the court at that time.
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An important aspect of procedural fairness is that parties have
an opportunity to understand what occurs in court proceedings.
There is a risk that, where the court acts on its own motion, a
respondent might not fully understand the significance of any
order made. To mitigate against this risk, the proposed scheme
recognises that it is essential that those made subject to an own
motion interim order understand their obligations under that
order. New section 60G(1) and (2) provide that, if the accused
or protected person or both are present at court, the court must
give a clear oral explanation of particular matters set out in the
Family Violence Protection Act. These matters include, inter
alia, the purpose, terms and effect of the order, the
consequences of failing to comply with the order, when the
order expires, and the process for determining whether a final
order should be made. This helps ensure, as far as possible,
that a person knows and understands the court orders that they
are required to comply with.
The court is also required to provide the accused and the
protected person with written information about the own
motion interim order. New section 60H provides that where
the accused is an adult and is before the court when the own
motion interim order is made, the court must give them a
copy of the order, a brief written statement of the reasons for
making the order, and a written notice explaining the order. If
the accused is not before the court or is a child, new
section 60I provides that the appropriate registrar of the court
must arrange for this information to be served on the accused.
New section 60I further provides that the appropriate registrar
of the court must arrange for this information to also be
served on the protected person. Therefore, while the right to a
fair hearing is limited, there are appropriate safeguards in
place, and the limitation is reasonable and justified to protect
the rights of other persons.
Power to appoint the Chief Commissioner of Police as the
applicant for an order
Section 53AB of the Family Violence Protection Act
provides that if the court does not make an interim order for
the affected family member, the court may, on its own
initiative, make an interim order for a child if satisfied, on the
balance of probabilities, that:
the child has been subjected to family violence
committed by the respondent; and
an interim order is necessary to protect the child pending
a final decision about the application.
The Bill inserts new section 53AB(3) in the Family Violence
Protection Act. New section 53AB(3) provides that when
making an interim order on its own initiative to protect a
child, the court may appoint the Chief Commissioner of
Police to be the applicant for the child’s final order, instead of
the affected family member, or a person applying on behalf of
the affected family member. This proposal engages the rights
of families and children to protection in section 17 of the
Charter. The protection of families and children provides that
the family unit is a fundamental group in society, and that
families are entitled to be protected by society and the state.
Further, every child has the right to protection, without
discrimination, as is in their best interests, in recognition of a
child’s special vulnerability because of their age.
Appointing the Chief Commissioner of Police may limit the
capacity of a child’s family to decide whether or not to
proceed with an application for a final order. However, the
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option to appoint the Chief Commissioner of Police helps to
protect the safety of a child, where this might be appropriate
and necessary. The power to make such an appointment is
limited to circumstances where a court considers the
appointment to be necessary in all the circumstances, having
regard to the child’s safety. As such, it does not limit this right,
but is a protective measure, designed to protect the child.
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ensure that the review mechanisms serve their purpose, but do
not undermine the ultimate issues for determination at the
final order hearing, at which point a respondent will be
afforded a fair and public hearing, including a right to appeal
against a final order.

Currently, interim orders may be appealed and are heard de
novo, meaning that the appeal is conducted afresh. This
ordinarily requires the protected/affected person to attend
court to provide their evidence a second time, which risks
further traumatising that person, and which undermines the
urgent, protective and temporary nature of interim orders.

In the absence of an appeal right, there is a risk that the
variation/revocation process may be used as an alternative
means to seek review of an interim order decision and
undermine the protective nature of that order. To provide the
summary courts with the flexibility to manage such
applications, the Bill introduces an additional leave
requirement whereby a court must be satisfied that it is in the
interests of justice to determine an application immediately,
rather than waiting for the hearing for a final order. This may
limit the rights of a respondent to liberty and freedom of
movement. However, the limitation is reasonable and justified
because it is a proportionate response to the purpose of an
interim order (which is to protect the safety of victims of
family violence), an interim order is not final, a respondent
will have the opportunity to fully contest an order at a final
hearing, and the change is necessary to ensure that the
variation/revocation process does not inappropriately
undermine or unreasonably delay the hearing for a final order,
or re-traumatise the victim.

The Bill abolishes appeals in relation to interim orders. This is
consistent with the principle that appeals against temporary
orders of a court are not generally available. Importantly,
judicial review is available and appeal rights in relation to
final intervention orders are maintained.

As discussed above, a respondent will be able to seek
amendments to an interim order where necessary (for
example, where a change in circumstances means that an
interim order cannot be complied with), which significantly
limits the impact of this amendment on a respondent’s rights.

Abolishing this appeal right may engage and limit the
respondent’s right to: equality before the law (section 8),
freedom of movement (section 12), liberty (section 21) and a
fair hearing (section 24). This is particularly so where an
interim order is made in the absence of a respondent and
where they have not received notice of the application. In
such circumstances, a respondent will not have had the
opportunity to be heard on the issues, or their ability to
reasonably comply with the terms of the order.

Any impacts on a respondent’s rights must also be balanced
against the protection of families and children (section 17)
and the safety of victims of family and other violence (right to
life in section 9 and protection from cruel and degrading
treatment in section 10).

Abolition of appeals against interim intervention orders
The new powers to make own motion interim orders are in
addition to the current powers of the summary courts to make
interim intervention orders under both the Family Violence
Protection Act and Personal Safety Intervention Orders Act
2010. An interim order may be made in the respondent’s
absence, whether or not the respondent was served with an
application for an intervention order, and may remain in force
until the final order hearing.

However, any limitations are reasonable and justified because
interim orders are temporary in nature, and a respondent has a
number of alternative avenues of review available, including
judicial review and the ability to apply to have an interim
order varied, revoked or set aside.
While the ability to apply to vary or revoke an order is already
available, the Bill provides additional safeguards for the
respondent in relation to the variation/revocation process.
These include a new leave test for an application to vary or
revoke an interim order where that order was made in the
respondent’s absence. This test requires a court to be satisfied
that it is in the interests of justice to grant leave, having regard
to the reasons why a respondent was not present when an
interim order was made. Respondents will also continue to be
able to apply for revocation or variation when there has been
a change in circumstances. The Bill also provides a new
power for a court to set aside an interim order if leave is
granted and there are exceptional circumstances that justify
setting aside the order.
These alternatives provide a respondent with a means to seek
to rectify any errors or issues with the terms of the interim
order while waiting for the final order hearing. This provides
a respondent with the opportunity of a fair hearing, if the
threshold tests are met. The threshold tests are necessary to

Extension of the ability to seek interim intervention orders
by electronic communication
Currently, applications for FVIOs and personal safety
intervention orders (PSIOs), where an interim order is being
sought, can be made electronically in limited circumstances.
The Bill amends the Family Violence Protection Act and the
Personal Safety Intervention Orders Act to broaden the range
of circumstances in which such applications may be made
electronically. To facilitate the making of applications
electronically, the Bill amends the evidentiary requirements
for such applications. The amendments to the evidentiary
requirements for electronic applications for interim FVIOs
and interim PSIOs engage the right to a fair hearing
(section 24).
In relation to interim FVIOs, clause 20 of the Bill enables a
court to waive the requirement that an application for an
interim FVIO be supported by oral evidence or an affidavit in
three circumstances:
first, where the applicant is a police officer and the
application is made by electronic communication. In this
circumstance, the Court must consider whether it is
practicable to obtain oral evidence or an affidavit before
making the interim order;
second, where the applicant is a police officer and the
application is certified and made by electronic
communication outside normal court hours; or
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third, where the applicant is not a police officer (such as
a victim of family violence), and the application is made
by a declaration of truth. In this circumstance, the Court
must consider whether it is practicable to obtain oral
evidence or an affidavit before making the interim order.

While the waiver engages the right to a fair hearing, the right
is not limited, as:
respondents will still be afforded procedural fairness;
interim FVIOs operate in a context where the matter is
urgent, but there will be a later court hearing which will
determine whether a final FVIO should be made;
the Court, in determining an application, must still act
judicially and impartially; and
a person will still have the proceeding decided by the
Court, after a fair and public hearing.
Similarly, in respect of interim PSIOs, clause 68 of the Bill
enables the Court to waive the requirement that an application
for an interim PSIO be supported by oral evidence or an
affidavit if:
the applicant is a police officer and the application is
made by electronic communication. In this
circumstance, the Court must consider whether it is
practicable to obtain oral evidence or an affidavit before
making the interim order; or
where the applicant is a police officer and the
application is certified and made by electronic
communication outside normal court hours.
While this waiver engages the right to a fair hearing, the right
is not limited, as:
respondents will still be afforded procedural fairness;
interim PSIOs operate in a context where the matter is
urgent, but there will be a later court hearing which will
determine whether a final PSIO should be made;
the Court, in determining an application, must still act
judicially and impartially; and
a person will still have the proceeding decided by the
Court, after a fair and public hearing.
New statutory examples of family violence — dowry-related
abuse and forced marriage
Clause 15 of the Bill amends section 5 of the Family Violence
Protection Act to include forced marriage and dowry-related
abuse as statutory examples of family violence. It does not
provide that the practice of dowry itself is a form of family
violence, and will require one or more of the behaviours listed
in section 5(1) of the Family Violence Protection Act to be
present in order for the behaviour to constitute family
violence.
The use of a statutory example instead of a legislative
prohibition ensures that the focus of the reform is on the
problematic aspect of the behaviour rather than the cultural
practice itself. Therefore, while the statutory example engages
cultural rights under section 19(1) of the Charter, the right is
not limited: members of the Victorian community will remain

Wednesday, 6 June 2018

able to enjoy their culture and practice their religion free from
abuse or violence.
Amendments to the counselling order provisions in the
Family Violence Protection Act
Clause 26 of the Bill amends section 126 of the Family
Violence Protection Act, to establish an administrative
mechanism to enable the Children’s Court to make
counselling orders requiring an adult respondent to a final
FVIO to attend a Men’s Behaviour Change Program.
Currently, only magistrates sitting at the Family Violence
Court Division, or other venues of the Magistrates’ Court
specified by notice in the Government Gazette, are
empowered to make counselling orders. The Bill will allow
for venues of the Children’s Court to be empowered to make
counselling orders by the same process of specification by
notice in the Government Gazette.
Clause 27 of the Bill amends section 128 of the Family
Violence Protection Act to remove the requirement that, in
order for a court to make a counselling order, an adult
respondent to a final FVIO must reside in a postcode area
specified by notice in the Government Gazette. This
amendment aims to broaden the eligibility for respondents to
attend Men’s Behaviour Change Programs.
These amendments impact on several Charter rights. They
restrict the right to freedom of movement (section 12) by
potentially enabling a Court to require a person to attend a
provider that is not geographically close to the person’s place
of residence. They also restrict personal autonomy as
protected by the right to privacy and reputation (section 13),
by requiring a person to attend a program. However, these
restrictions are proportionate and justified, given the benefit
of having perpetrators of family violence undertake a Men’s
Behaviour Change Program. Requiring adult respondents to
attend these programs aims to increase their accountability for
their violent behaviour against a family member or members,
and encourage them to change their behaviour, seeking to
protect families and children from further harm (section 17).
Therefore any limitation of Charter rights is reasonable, just
and proportionate to protect the rights of other persons.
Furthermore, there are appropriate existing safeguards in
sections 129 and 130 of Family Violence Protection Act to
balance any limitation on the right to freedom of movement,
as a court is not required to make a counselling order if there
is no approved Men’s Behaviour Change Program that is
reasonably practicable for the respondent to attend.
In addition, ordering a respondent to attend a Men’s
Behaviour Change Program could be seen as ordering them to
undertake a form of medical treatment. Section 10(c) of the
Charter provides that a person must not be subjected to
medical treatment without their consent. However, being
required to attend a Men’s Behaviour Change Program would
not involve ‘medical treatment’ for the purposes of the
Charter, as the nature of the counselling is unlikely to involve
any procedures which could constitute medical treatment. The
Supreme Court of Victoria has held that ‘medical treatment’
under section 10 of the Charter means medical treatment as
defined by section 3 of the Medical Treatment Act 1988; that
is, an operation, the administration of a drug or other like
substance, or any other medical procedure, with the exception
of palliative care. Accordingly, these amendments do not
engage the protection against medical treatment without
consent in section 10(c) of the Charter.
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If being required to undergo a Men’s Behaviour Change
Program was considered to be medical treatment, any
limitation of this right would be demonstrably justified, when
balanced against the protective end it seeks to achieve. Family
violence is an ongoing and serious threat to the wellbeing and
safety of families. Requiring respondents to undergo
counselling is a limited and proportionate response that aims
to assist respondents to maintain productive and safe
relationships with intimate partners and family members.
Facilitation of electronic processes in the Courts and the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal
Parts 5 and 6 of the Bill facilitate the use of electronic
processes in the Courts and the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT), enabling them to move to
more contemporary, electronic methods for issuing and
transmitting court documents, such as warrants and orders.
While particular human rights issues might arise in relation to
the ability for certain warrants and orders to be made, the
amendments made by the Bill do not make substantive
changes to the circumstances in which such documents may
be issued, or affect what may be done pursuant to such
documents. Therefore, the rights that may be affected by the
ability to issue such documents, and to take action in relation
to them, are not affected by these reforms.
The reforms made by Parts 5 and 6 of the Bill are purely
facilitative in nature and do not preclude the Courts or VCAT
from issuing or providing documents in paper form. In order
to issue or transmit documents by electronic means, the
Courts and VCAT would need to develop procedures to
ensure that they could send and receive information relating
to those documents by electronic communication, and that the
relevant recipient could access those documents
electronically.
Given that the amendments affect the procedure of the Courts
and VCAT, the reforms made by Parts 5 and 6 of the Bill
engage, but do not limit, the following Charter rights:
the right to equality before the law (section 8(3));
the right to privacy (section 13);
the right to freedom of expression (section 15);
the right to a fair hearing (section 24); and
the right to be tried without undue delay
(section 25(2)(c)).
The ability for the Courts and VCAT to communicate using
electronic means promotes the right to equality before the
law, as protected by section 8(3) of the Charter. That section
is directed to ensuring that all persons can participate
effectively in proceedings, and operates in respect of persons
who, without that protection, could not participate effectively
in a court or tribunal process, by reason of a protected
attribute under the Equal Opportunity Act. One such
protected attribute is disability. To the extent that the use of
electronic communication could make it easier for persons
with disabilities to participate in proceedings, the
amendments made by Parts 5 and 6 of the Bill promote the
right to equality before the law.
To the extent that the use of electronic communication could
include personal information such as a person’s name, email
address, or residential address, that person’s right to privacy
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would be engaged (section 13). However, the right would not
be limited by the amendments made by Parts 5 and 6 of the
Bill, as the use of electronic communication:
would not be unlawful, given that the communication by
the Court would be in accordance with law;
would not be arbitrary, as it is proportionate to the
legitimate aim that is sought. The information would
only be provided to a specified recipient or recipients
and for a specific and narrow purpose, meaning that the
extent of the engagement with a person’s right to
privacy would be very limited; and
would occur in the context of seeking to achieve a
legitimate aim, which is to facilitate the transmission of
court and VCAT documents to their intended recipient.
The reforms made by the Bill to enable the use of electronic
communication by the Courts and VCAT also engage the
right to freedom of expression, as this right encompasses the
freedom to seek, receive and impart information. Because the
Bill makes amendments to the manner in which the Courts
and VCAT might impart information, the right to freedom of
expression is engaged. The Bill facilitates an additional way
in which the Courts and VCAT may communicate with
various people, without prescribing the manner in which this
must occur. Thus, the Bill promotes, rather than limits, the
right to freedom of expression, as it offers additional
flexibility in the manner in which communication with
persons may be effected.
The facilitation of communication by electronic means
promotes the right to a fair hearing (section 24), which applies
to a person charged with a criminal offence or a party to a
civil proceeding. One aspect of the right to a fair hearing is
the right to a reasonably expeditious hearing. To the extent
that the reforms made by the Bill promote the early resolution
of proceedings, by enabling documents to be sent and
received more rapidly, the right is promoted. Another aspect
of the right to a fair hearing includes access to relevant
documents. To the extent that the use of electronic
communication can facilitate easier communication of, and
access to, relevant documents, the reforms promote the right
to a fair hearing.
In relation to criminal proceedings, a person’s rights also
encompass the right to be tried without undue delay
(section 25(2)(c)). To the extent that the use of electronic
communication can facilitate the efficient and expeditious
resolution of criminal proceedings, the amendments promote
the right to a fair hearing and the right to be tried without
undue delay.
It might be argued that the use of electronic documents could
lead to the unequal treatment of people by the Courts and
VCAT, due to the differences in each person’s ability to
access electronic forms of communication. However, the
amendments do not mandate the use of electronic processes,
so the Courts and VCAT could continue to use other means
of communication for issuing and transmitting documents to
people. This flexibility ensures that there will not be adverse
effects on those who might not have access to electronic
means of communication. To the contrary, the amendments in
the Bill promote the ability of persons who might be less able
to participate on equal terms (due to barriers such as
geographical distance or physical disability) to access the
Courts and VCAT.
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Pre-recorded evidence-in-chief in proceedings for family
violence offences
Part 8 of the Bill inserts a scheme into the Criminal Procedure
Act to allow for a recorded statement to be taken by a trained
police officer to be used as the evidence-in-chief of the
complainant in a proceeding for a family violence offence, as
well as evidence in a proceeding for a FVIO under the Family
Violence Protection Act and in other proceedings by court or
tribunal order. The introduction of this scheme is part of the
Government’s response to recommendation 58 of the Royal
Commission.
The scheme engages several rights protected by the Charter,
including the right to privacy (section 13), the protection of
families and children (section 17), the right to a fair hearing
(section 24), and the criminal proceeding rights of an accused,
in particular equality of arms (section 25(2)(b)). However,
where the reform adversely affects a person’s rights, it is
proportionate to the benefits gained, given the importance of
protecting families, including children, from violence.
Recording a statement at the scene of a family violence
incident could potentially interfere with a complainant’s right
to privacy. New section 387G(1)(a)(ii) mitigates this
possibility by requiring that, for a recorded statement to be
admissible as a complainant’s evidence-in-chief, the
statement must be made with their informed consent.
New section 387G(3)(a) provides that a recorded statement is
made with informed consent if a trained police officers
informs the complainant that:
the statement may be used in evidence in a criminal
proceeding, a proceeding for a FVIO or, if ordered by a
court or tribunal, in another proceeding;
they may be required to give further evidence, including
further evidence-in-chief, and evidence on
cross-examination or re-examination; and
they may refuse consent to the making of the recorded
statement.
New section 387G(3)(b) sets out a further requirement
regarding informed consent — the complainant must indicate
in the recorded statement that they understand the matters the
trained policer officer has informed them of and consent to
the making of the statement.
These requirements regarding informed consent give the
complainant the necessary information to make an informed
decision about whether to make a recorded statement.
Once a statement is made, a complainant will not have the
right to prevent the recorded statement being used in other
proceedings. The decision as to whether to use the recorded
statement as the complainant’s evidence-in-chief will rest
with the prosecutor. However, this interference with a
person’s right to privacy is not arbitrary or unlawful. New
section 387E requires a prosecutor to consider the wishes of
the complainant when determining whether to use the
recorded statement as their evidence-in-chief as well as any
evidence of intimidation of the complainant by the accused,
and the purposes of the Family Violence Protection Act.
Furthermore, criminal cases do not rely on a victim
consenting to the prosecution. Unlike civil cases, a criminal
proceeding is between the State and the accused, and it is
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prosecutors who determine how a criminal case is conducted
and the evidence that is led. This not only protects the
complainant, but also the right of the community at large to
protection from the accused. This thereby promotes various
Charter rights of members of the wider community, including
the right to life (section 9), the protection from cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment (section 10), and the right to liberty
and security (section 21). A family violence offence will be
treated in the same manner.
A recorded statement will also be able to be used in other
court proceedings without the consent of the complainant. It
will be able to be used without court order in a FVIO
proceeding under the Family Violence Protection Act, if the
FVIO application arises out of the same incident or the
proceeding involves the same parties (new section 387K).
Where a police officer applies for a FVIO, they will balance
the interests and wishes of a complainant against the
importance of protecting the complainant.
A recorded statement may also be used in other court
proceedings, if the relevant court is satisfied it is in the
interests of justice to order its production (new section 387J).
When making such an order, the court must have regard to
the need to protect the complainant’s privacy. Further, the
court must specify in any order it makes who can view the
recorded statement, when and where it must be produced, and
(if necessary) any requirements for the destruction of the
recording. The requirement for the court to consider the
complainant’s privacy and to impose restrictions on the
handling of the recorded statement assist in mitigating the
potential interference with a complainant’s right to privacy.
A complainant’s right to privacy will also be protected by a
new offence prohibiting unauthorised publication, supply or
copying of the recorded statement, punishable by up to two
years’ imprisonment. New section 387L sets out a list of
authorised purposes for which recorded statement may be
published, supplied or copied, including preparing for
proceedings and for police disciplinary processes. As such,
the right to privacy of a complainant is enhanced by this
component of the Bill.
Part of an accused’s right to a fair trial (section 25) is to have
the information they require to understand the nature and
reasons for the charges against them, and the same
opportunity to examine witnesses as the prosecution. More
specifically, section 25(2)(b) of the Charter provides for the
equality of arms between defence and prosecution, stating
that an accused must have adequate time and facilities to
prepare their defence and to communicate with a lawyer or
advisor of their choosing. In many cases, the recorded
statement of a complainant will form the most important
piece of evidence in the case against an accused charged with
a family violence offence. It is therefore appropriate that an
accused be provided with a recording of the statement in
some form, and as such the scheme requires it to be disclosed
according to the normal requirements of the Criminal
Procedure Act.
However, this right must be balanced against the risk of a
recorded statement being used to further victimise a
complainant by sharing the recording online or with other
family members. This is a particular risk with recorded
statements, as they will capture a complainant soon after an
incident, describing what is likely to be a traumatic and
stressful incident. In order to protect against this occurring,
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the scheme prevents an accused from possessing a copy of the
audiovisual recorded statement:
Where an accused is legally represented, their lawyer
will be provided with an audiovisual copy of the
recorded statement but the lawyer will be prohibited
from providing an audiovisual copy to the accused (new
section 387H).
Where an accused is unrepresented, they will be
provided with an audio-only copy or transcript of the
recorded statement (new section 387H). A transcript
must be provided if the informant or prosecutor believes
that serving an audio copy would be likely to present a
reasonably ascertainable risk that the accused would
commit an offence under new section 387L(1)
(publishing, supplying or copying the recorded
statement).

1771

The Bill also improves the criminal justice system’s response
to family violence, by enabling a trial of a scheme that allows
a recorded statement to be used as a victim’s
evidence-in-chief in proceedings for family violence offences,
and empowering the Courts to make interim family violence
intervention orders without a formal application if they
believe that material in a criminal proceeding shows a victim
survivor needs protection.
The Bill also makes other amendments that complement the
Royal Commission’s recommendations, including facilitating
the electronic issue and transmission of court and tribunal
documents, abolishing appeals against interim intervention
orders, enhancing the counselling order provisions in the
Family Violence Protection Act, and promoting the practical
operation of the power of the court to make family violence
intervention orders, on its own initiative, to protect children.
Extension of the therapeutic treatment order regime

Furthermore, an unrepresented accused must be given a
reasonable opportunity to view the audiovisual
statement (new section 387F(2) and (5)). This reduces
any adverse effect for an unrepresented accused of only
being served with an audio copy or transcript of the
recorded statement.
The Hon. Martin Pakula, MP
Attorney-General

Second reading
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) (10:38) — I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows, except for statement under
section 85(5) of the Constitution Act 1975,
incorporated into Hansard under standing orders:
Family violence is pervasive in nature and its impact is
profound. The trauma from, and devastating effects of, family
violence on the health and wellbeing of victim survivors often
remain long after the violence itself ends. This is why the
Victorian Government has committed to implementing all
227 recommendations of the Royal Commission into Family
Violence (the Royal Commission).
Two years on from the release of the report of the Royal
Commission, the Justice Legislation Amendment (Family
Violence Protection and Other Matters) Bill 2018 (the Bill)
responds to six of the Royal Commission’s recommendations.
This Bill is the second stage of justice-related legislative
reform, the first stage being the Family Violence Protection
Amendment Act 2017. The amendments in the Bill further
strengthen Victoria’s efforts to respond to family violence,
improving the protection of victim survivors and the
accountability of perpetrators for their behaviour.
The Bill establishes the Specialist Family Violence Court
Division in the Magistrates’ Court, extends access for young
people to therapeutic treatment programs, enables
applications for family violence intervention orders to be filed
online, and includes dowry-related abuse and forced marriage
as statutory examples of family violence in the Family
Violence Protection Act 2008.

Currently, the Children’s Court can make therapeutic
treatment orders in relation to children aged 10 to 14 years
who have exhibited sexually abusive behaviours, but not for
older children. A therapeutic treatment order compels a child
to attend a therapeutic treatment program.
The Bill responds to the Royal Commission’s
recommendation to amend the Children, Youth and Families
Act 2005 to extend the therapeutic treatment order regime to
children aged 15 to 17 years (recommendation 34). The Royal
Commission recognised that timely early intervention for
children displaying sexually abusive behaviours is of
paramount importance for the prevention of future family and
sexual violence, and to provide young people with pathways
into stable and productive lives.
To complement this reform and further strengthen the
therapeutic treatment order regime, the Bill also amends the
Children, Youth and Families Act to provide for greater
oversight by the Secretary of the Department of Health and
Human Services and the Children’s Court of children on
therapeutic treatment orders.
Trial of recorded evidence-in-chief scheme
The Royal Commission recommended that Victoria Police
conduct a trial of the use of body-worn cameras to collect
statements and other evidence from family violence incident
scenes (recommendation 58). While the Royal Commission
considered that body-worn cameras potentially offer a
number of benefits, it was concerned about potential
unintended consequences, particularly for victims. Therefore,
the Royal Commission considered it imperative that the use
of body-worn cameras at family violence incident scenes be
subject to a rigorous trial and evaluation.
As part of the Government’s response to recommendation 58,
Part 8 of the Bill inserts new Division 7B in Part 8.2 of the
Criminal Procedure Act 2009, to allow a complainant to
make a recorded statement for use as their evidence-in-chief
in a proceeding for a family violence offence. These recorded
statements may also be used as evidence in proceedings for a
family violence intervention order as well as in other
proceedings, by court or tribunal order.
The trial of the new recorded evidence-in-chief scheme will
only apply to criminal matters involving an adult accused.
Complainants who are children or who are cognitively
impaired will be excluded from the scheme operationally by
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Victoria Police. A legislative prohibition could have led to the
unintended consequence of legal challenges to the
admissibility of a recorded statement if the accused later
claims the complainant is cognitively impaired. Further, there
is already a specific recorded evidence-in-chief scheme
applying to children and cognitively impaired persons, which
now applies to proceedings for family violence offences.
The Bill ensures that a recorded statement can only be taken
by police officers who have successfully completed a training
course approved by the Chief Commissioner of Police. It is
anticipated that this mandatory training course will include
topics such as victim considerations, interviewing techniques,
and the nature and dynamics of family violence.
Consistent with the way other criminal proceedings are
conducted, once a recorded statement has been made, it will
be up to the prosecutor whether to use the statement.
However, in deciding whether to use a recorded statement,
the prosecutor must consider:
the wishes of the complainant;
any evidence of intimidation of the complainant by the
accused; and
the purposes of the Family Violence Protection Act.
The Bill sets out several requirements for the making of a
recorded statement, if it is to be admissible as the
complainant’s evidence-in-chief. These requirements include
the statement being made both as soon as practicable after the
events constituting the alleged family violence offence
occurred and with the complainant’s informed consent.
The Bill provides that a recorded statement is made with
informed consent if the police officer taking the statement
informs the complainant of three matters:
the recorded statement may be used in a criminal
proceeding, a proceeding for a family violence
intervention order or, if a court or tribunal orders,
another proceeding;
the complainant may be required to give further
evidence in the criminal proceeding, including evidence
on cross-examination; and
the complainant may refuse consent to make a recorded
statement.
Given the particular sensitivity of the recorded statement and
the risks of inappropriate sharing, the Bill puts in place a
number of safeguards to minimise the risk that it will be used
by the accused to further harass, intimidate or abuse the
complainant.

Wednesday, 6 June 2018

to knowingly possess a recorded statement without
authorisation, punishable by up to one year imprisonment.
In line with the Royal Commission recommendation, the Bill
provides that the operation of Division 7B must be reviewed
independently, and a report tabled in Parliament within three
years of its commencement. The Chief Commissioner of
Police will be responsible for ensuring the review is
undertaken by an independent person.
The Bill sets out a range of matters the review must consider,
including the impact of Division 7B on the time taken to
finalise proceedings for family violence offences and the use
of recorded statements in proceedings for family violence
intervention orders as well as the impact on justice system
entities. Most importantly, the review must consider the
impact of Division 7B on the experience of complainants
during proceedings for family violence offences and family
violence intervention orders.
Also consistent with the Royal Commission’s
recommendation, Division 7B will sunset four years after its
commencement. The report of the review will assist in
determining whether the recorded evidence-in-chief scheme
should be retained and expanded statewide.
Establishment of the Specialist Family Violence Court
Division
The Family Violence Court Division currently sits at the
Heidelberg and Ballarat Magistrates’ Courts only. The Royal
Commission recommended extending the functions of the
Family Violence Court Division to other court venues to
ensure that victims and perpetrators of family violence have
the benefit of specialist magistrates and support services
(recommendation 60).
In response to this recommendation, the Magistrates’ Court
will roll out the Specialist Family Violence Court Division —
a new model that enhances the functions of the Family
Violence Court Division with a suite of improved services
and infrastructure.
To support the roll-out, the Bill inserts new provisions into
the Magistrates’ Court Act 1989 to establish the Specialist
Family Violence Court Division, and amends the mechanism
for designating a Specialist Family Violence Court Division
venue to provide greater flexibility.
Supporting the roll-out of online applications for family
violence intervention orders
Currently, a victim of family violence who initiates their own
application for a family violence intervention order must
make their application by oath or by affidavit, which must
be witnessed.

An unrepresented accused will only ever be provided an
audio copy or, in some instances, a transcript of the statement;
whereas the lawyer of an accused will always be provided an
audiovisual copy of the recorded statement. To balance this
limitation, an unrepresented accused must also be given a
reasonable opportunity to view the audiovisual statement.

In view of the potential risks and trauma to an applicant
associated with visiting a court in person to complete an
application, the Royal Commission recommended that the
Magistrates’ Court roll out its online family violence
intervention order application across Victoria
(recommendation 74).

Further, safeguards in the Bill make it a criminal offence for a
person to publish, copy or supply a recorded statement
without authorisation, punishable by up to two years
imprisonment. It will also be a criminal offence for a person

To support this State-wide roll-out, the Bill provides that an
application may be made by a declaration of truth. Since a
declaration of truth does not need to be witnessed by any
other person, the application may be lodged with the Court
online. The integrity of the online application will be
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maintained, as it will be an offence to knowingly make a false
statement in an application made by a declaration of truth.

previously refused to make an interim order. This is
particularly important if there is an escalation in violence.

These amendments will enable the Court to develop a
complete online application process that will increase its
accessibility for people affected by family violence,
particularly those in rural, regional and remote areas
of Victoria.

Interim orders can be made in the respondent’s absence and
whether or not the respondent was served with an application.
This power is necessary because the applicant’s safety comes
first. However, in some circumstances the order may still
need to be reconsidered by the court. For example, an interim
order may be made against a victim who has been
misidentified as the perpetrator of violence, or the order may
contain certain conditions that the respondent is not able to
reasonably comply.

Own motion interim family violence intervention orders
in criminal proceedings
The Royal Commission recommended that courts be
empowered to make interim family violence intervention
orders on their own motion at any point during criminal
processes (recommendation 79). The Bill provides this power
to courts hearing a criminal proceeding, including in a bail
hearing, a committal hearing, a trial, a sentencing hearing or
an appeal.
This power is intended to allow the courts to act immediately
to manage any risk to the safety of a victim of family
violence, if material emerges in a criminal proceeding which
suggests that the protection of an interim order is, on the
balance of probabilities, necessary. It also alleviates the need
for a victim to apply for an order and potentially to give
further evidence. Due to the interim nature of an order made
using this power, the matter will return to a court for final
determination.
To safeguard the right of an accused to a fair trial, the Bill
provides that an own motion interim order must be made on
the material before the court in the criminal proceeding, and
that the prosecutor in the criminal proceeding in which an
own motion interim order is proposed to be made is not a
party to the proceeding. This means the court can take action
to protect a victim, but the fair trial of the accused and the
independence of the prosecutor is not in any way
compromised.
An own motion interim order is taken to be an application for
a final family violence intervention order, and operates as a
summons for the respondent to attend court. The Chief
Commissioner of Police is taken to be the applicant for the
final family violence intervention order. If the Supreme Court
or County Court makes an own motion interim order the
application will be transferred to the Magistrates’ Court or
Children’s Court (as the case requires) for final determination.
Abolition of appeals against interim intervention orders

To address these issues, a new ‘interests of justice’ test will
apply when a respondent seeks leave to vary or revoke an
interim order that was made in their absence. If leave is
granted under this new test, the Court will be able to vary or
revoke the interim order.
Additionally, the Court will be given a new power to set aside
the interim order. Setting aside an order will have the effect of
removing any record of the interim order having been made.
This power will be reserved for exceptional circumstances —
for example, where the Court is satisfied that the victim has
been misidentified as the perpetrator of violence. In this
situation, the Bill will ensure that the interim order does not
follow the victim through the court system and adversely
impact on other matters, such as family law proceedings.
To ensure that the variation and revocation process is not used
as an alternative way to seek review of an interim order where
there is no appeal right, the Bill also limits the circumstances
in which leave can be granted for these processes.
New statutory examples of family violence —
dowry-related abuse and forced marriage
The Royal Commission heard that in addition to forms of
family violence experience in all communities, women in
some culturally and linguistically diverse communities
experience specific forms of family violence, among them
dowry-associated violence and forced marriage. The Royal
Commission also heard that these forms of abuse may not be
readily recognised as family violence by some within these
communities.
Accordingly, the Royal Commission recommended
expanding the statutory examples of family violence in the
Family Violence Protection Act (recommendation 156) and
this Bill responds to that recommendation.

Appeals against temporary orders of a court are not available
generally. However, interim orders under the Family
Violence Protection Act and the Personal Safety Intervention
Orders Act 2010 may currently be appealed de novo, which
exposes the protected or affected person to further court
hearings and potentially giving their evidence again. This
risks further traumatising that person, and undermines the
urgent, protective and temporary nature of interim orders.

Facilitating electronic processes in the Courts and the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal

At the same time, the system needs to be fair and recognise
that mistakes can occur. Importantly, judicial review and
appeal rights in relation to final orders will continue to be
available. In addition, to ensure that the removal of the right
to appeal does not adversely affect either party, the Bill
includes other safeguards.

It is important that Victorian courts and tribunals are able to
utilise contemporary technology to ensure the quick and
efficient delivery of justice. In the family violence context,
warrants and orders issued in relation to family
violence-related incidents need to be executed with
high priority.

The Bill clarifies that the Court may make an interim order at
any time before the final order hearing, even if the Court has

The Bill amends the Acts that govern each of the Courts and
the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT), to

It is important to note that the Bill does not make the practice
of taking and giving dowry illegal, but merely illustrates, by
use of a statutory example, that where certain abusive
behaviours are used to demand or receive dowry, this can
constitute family violence.
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explicitly enable the Courts and VCAT to issue documents in
electronic form, and transmit them electronically to the
relevant recipient.
Court-mandated Men’s Behaviour Change Programs
Part 5 of the Family Violence Protection Act establishes a
counselling order regime, which underpins the
court-mandated Men’s Behaviour Change Program.
Currently, Part 5 only applies to adult respondents to final
family violence intervention orders whose place of residence
is in certain narrowly-prescribed areas. Further, only the two
Family Violence Court Divisions, or a Magistrates’ Court
venue specified by the Minister, are permitted to make
counselling orders.
The Bill makes two amendments to the counselling order
provisions in Part 5. Firstly, it allows the Minister to specify
venues of the Children’s Court that may make counselling
orders, by notice published in the Government Gazette.
Secondly, it removes the requirement that Part 5 only applies
if the respondent resides within a specified postcode area, so
that relevant Courts will be able to make counselling orders
regardless of where the respondent resides.
Conclusion
This Bill supports the implementation of the Royal
Commission’s recommendations to strengthen the justice
response to family violence.
The reforms in the Bill are another important part of the
Government’s commitment to build a new family violence
system, so that victim survivors receive better protection and
support and perpetrators are held to account.

Section 85(5) of the Constitution Act 1975
Mr PAKULA — It is my intention to make a
statement under section 85(5) of the Constitution
Act 1975 setting out the reasons for altering or varying
that section. It is the intention of clauses 110 and 114 of
this bill to alter or vary section 85 of the Constitution
Act. Clauses 111 and 115 of this bill are included to
satisfy the requirements of section 85 of the
Constitution Act in respect of the changes effected by
clauses 110 and 114.
Clause 22 of the bill inserts new division 2A in part 4 of
the Family Violence Protection Act to enable the courts
to make interim orders on their own motion in a bail
proceeding or criminal proceeding. This implements
recommendation 79 of the royal commission.
Clause 110 inserts new paragraph (c) in section 114(2)
of the Family Violence Protection Act and clause 114
inserts new paragraph (b) in section 91(2) of the
Personal Safety Intervention Orders Act, to provide that
parties cannot appeal against an interim order or a
refusal to make an interim order. This restriction will
limit the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and engage
section 85 of the Constitution Act.
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Currently, section 114 of the Family Violence
Protection Act allows a party to appeal against an
interim order and section 119 provides that the appeal is
by way of rehearing, which in practice is conducted as a
de novo hearing. If this appeal right continues to be
available, it would enable a party to de novo appeal a
decision of a higher court to make an own motion
interim order. This would be an unusual appellate
process in cases involving decisions of the County
Court or Supreme Court. It would also require a special
appellate process if the decision being appealed was
given by a Supreme Court judge because such appeals
would ordinarily be heard by the Court of Appeal.
Allowing appeals against interim orders, whether by the
court’s own motion or attaching to an application for a
family violence or personal safety intervention order,
may also undermine the urgent, protective and
temporary nature of interim orders and delay final order
proceedings. This risks further traumatising the
protected/affected person, which is at odds with the
purpose of these orders — promoting and protecting the
safety of victims of family, and other forms of,
violence. In addition, restricting appeals against a
court’s decision to grant an interim order is consistent
with the existing framework for civil appeals under
section 109 of the Magistrates’ Court Act. It is
appropriate to restrict appeals against interim orders,
particularly where other processes exist that enable a
fair outcome, and where judicial review, and appeals
against final orders, remain available to the parties.
I commend the Bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr CLARK (Box
Hill).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 20 June.

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AMENDMENT
(PUBLIC SECTOR REDUNDANCIES AND
OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2018
Statement of compatibility
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the Charter), I make this
Statement of Compatibility with respect to the Public
Administration Amendment (Public Sector Redundancies and
Other Matters) Bill.
In my opinion, the Bill, as introduced to the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set out in the
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Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.

to the expense of long-term outcomes and stewardship and
recommended that barriers to longer contracts be removed.

Overview of the Bill

Human Rights Issues

The purpose of the proposed Bill is to enshrine public sector
redundancy entitlements (currently set out in Public Sector
Industrial Relations Policies 2015) and strengthen the
framework for good governance and employment in the
Victorian public sector.

In my opinion, the human rights under the Charter that are
relevant to the Bill are:
the right not to be discriminated against, as protected by
section 8 of the Charter;

The proposed Bill will achieve these objectives by amending
the Public Administration Act 2004 to:

the right to a fair hearing, as protected by section 24 of
the Charter; and

legislatively enshrine existing redundancy pay
entitlements for Victorian public sector employees,
supported by measures to:

the right to property, as protected by section 20 of the
Charter.

i.

provide for enforcement of unpaid entitlements
through the Magistrates’ Court of Victoria; and

ii.

clarify that the Public Sector Employment
Principles in the Public Administration Act 2004,
the associated Standards concerning public sector
employment principles that can be made under
section 62 of the Act, and the existing review
mechanisms apply to employment processes
relating to redundancy;

remove the right of some Victorian Public Service
executives to return to a non-executive role in the
Victorian Public Service if their contract is not renewed
or is terminated for any reason other than misconduct;
remove the five-year limit on the duration of Victorian
Public Service executive contracts;
make other minor amendments to add clarity and
improve accountability, specifically:
i.

ii.

amending the definition of ‘public entity’ to
include advisory entities, ensuring that public
sector values and the applicable Code of Conduct
apply to members of these entities; and
expanding the Victorian Public Sector
Commissioner’s powers of delegation that are
currently limited in an inflexible manner.

In 2015, the Premier commissioned the Victorian Public
Sector Commission to review executive employment and
remuneration. The Review recommended the Right of Return
be removed because it:
i.

does not apply consistently across the executive
cohort;

ii.

undermines mobility between the VPS and the
public sector (as movement from the VPS to the
sector voids the Right of Return);

iii. is costly; and
iv.

is being used for other purposes such as reducing
executive numbers.

The Review also found that the five-year limit on executive
contract lengths incentivised a focus on short-term priorities

For the reasons outlined below, I am of the view that the Bill
is compatible with the Charter.
Right not to be discriminated against
Section 8 of the Charter establishes that every person has the
right to recognition as a person before the law and the right to
enjoy his or her human rights without discrimination. It also
establishes that every person is equal before the law and is
entitled to the equal protection of the law without
discrimination and has the right to equal and effective
protection against discrimination.
The Public Administration Act 2004 creates a framework of
principles and review processes relating to public sector and
public service employment. Section 8 establishes the public
sector employment principles. These require public sector
Body Heads to establish employment processes that will
ensure that:
employment decisions are based on merit;
public sector employees are treated fairly and
reasonably;
equal employment opportunity is provided;
human rights sets out in the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities are upheld;
public sector employees have a reasonable avenue of
redress against unfair or unreasonable treatment; and
in the case of public service bodies, the development of
a career public service is fostered.
Further, section 62 of The Public Administration Act 2004
empowers the Victorian Public Sector Commission to issue
standards concerning the application of public sector
employment principles. These standards include principles in
relation to fair and reasonable treatment, equal opportunity,
human rights, and providing a reasonable avenue for redress.
Clause 6 provides for a new section 36C of the Public
Administration Act 2004 to make clear that the public sector
employment principles apply to employment processes
relating to redundancies. In doing so the Bill enhances the
right not to be discriminated against when decisions are made
in relation to redundancy processes.
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Right to a fair hearing
Section 24 of the Charter establishes that a party to a civil
proceeding has the right to have the charge or proceeding
decided by a competent, independent and impartial court or
tribunal after a fair and public hearing.
Clause 6 will insert a new section 36O into the Public
Administration Act 2004 to provide a simple and accessible
mechanism for an employee to bring proceedings to enforce
their redundancy pay entitlement. The forum for such a claim
would be the Industrial Division of the Magistrates’ Court of
Victoria.
There is presently a jurisdictional limit of $100 000 for claims
in the Magistrates’ Court. Clause 12 provides for
consequential amendments to section 100(2A) of the
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989 to exempt claims for
enforcement of the redundancy pay entitlement from this limit.
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This includes prescribing redundancy pay entitlements,
introducing an enforcement mechanism and clarifying that
the existing Public Sector Employment Principles and any
associated standards apply to redundancy processes.
In addition, the Bill continues the implementation of the
Victorian Public Sector Commission’s Review of Victoria’s
Executive Officer Employment and Remuneration
Framework (VPSC Review). The Bill also makes a number
of amendments which seek to strengthen public sector
governance.
I call on the House to pass this Bill to ensure that these
reforms, which deliver the commitment by this Government to
enshrine public sector redundancy entitlements and which
strengthen the framework for good governance and
employment in the Victorian public sector, can be
bedded down.
I now turn to the Bill.

It is considered that by enshrining in legislation entitlements
that currently sit in policy and making explicit the ability of
an employee to bring proceedings to enforce such an
entitlement, the Bill is enhancing the right to a fair hearing.
Further, Clause 6 (by inserting a new section 36D) clarifies
that an employee is entitled to have an action taken within a
public service body that relates to their employment,
including redundancy, reviewed in accordance with the
Public Sector Employment Principles and any further
standard that may be issued under section 63 of the Public
Administration Act 2004.
In clarifying in legislation the applicability of these
administrative rights, the Bill ensures individuals receive a
fair hearing and due process in relation to issues of
redundancy.
Property rights
Section 20 of the Charter establishes that a person must not be
deprived of his or her property other than in accordance
with law.
In ensuring that employees have access to a simple and
accessible mechanism to bring proceedings to enforce their
redundancy pay entitlement, the Bill is enhancing the right not
to be deprived of property other than in accordance with law.
Hon. Martin Pakula, MP
Attorney-General
Minister for Racing

Second reading
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) (10:43) — I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
standing orders:
This Bill seeks to amend the Public Administration Act 2004
(Vic) (PAA) to give effect to this Government’s commitment
to formalise and ensure the enforceability of public sector
redundancy provisions currently set out in policy.

To give effect to the Government’s commitment, Part 2 of
this Bill enshrines redundancy pay entitlements for public
sector employees within the scope of entities covered by the
PAA, as set out in the Public Sector Industrial Relations
Policies (IR Policies).
Reflecting the coverage of the IR Policies, the redundancy
pay entitlement will apply to employees of public sector
bodies as defined by the PAA and other Victorian legislation.
This includes public health services, schools and TAFEs. The
entitlement will not apply to employees of public sector
bodies who are executives, nor will it apply to casual,
temporary or fixed term employees (other than in exceptional
circumstances).
Consistent with the IR Policies, the Bill provides for two
forms of redundancy entitlement: a Voluntary Departure
Package (VDP) and a Targeted Separation Package (TSP).
Employees who receive a VDP will have an enforceable right
to four weeks’ pay (irrespective of the length of their service
and in addition to notice or pay in lieu thereof), a lump sum
voluntary departure incentive of $10 000 (for a full-time
employee) and two weeks’ pay for each completed year of
continuous service (up to a maximum of 15 years).
Employees who receive a TSP will have an enforceable right
to four weeks’ pay (irrespective of the length of service), one
additional weeks’ pay if they are over 45 years of age and
have completed at least two years of continuous service, and
two weeks’ pay for each completed year of continuous
service up to a maximum of 10 years.
The Bill prescribes the way these entitlements should be
calculated to promote a consistent approach to the calculation
of redundancy entitlements. The approach reflects common
practice in the public sector.
Importantly, the Bill does not interfere with the independent
employment powers of public sector employers. This means
the amendments will not constrain the identification and
eligibility of employees for redundancy or legislatively
enshrine the current requirement that the separation packages
available under the IR Policies are Government benchmark
standards and are not to be exceeded.
These matters will continue to be dealt with in policy.
Requirements in relation to consultation, redeployment and
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support for affected employees will also continue in policy or
the relevant industrial instruments.
The Bill creates a simple, low-cost mechanism for employees
to bring a claim for payment of unpaid entitlements in the
Industrial Division of the Magistrates’ Court of Victoria.
Currently, claims in the Industrial Division are limited to
$100 000. The Bill allows for recovery of any amount to
which a public sector employee is entitled (and which is
unpaid) under the Bill’s redundancy provisions. Claims for
unpaid entitlements will generally not attract costs and a
claim may be brought by an employee, former employee or
by an employee representative organisation entitled to
represent the employee’s interests. The enforcement
mechanism will be limited to claims regarding unpaid
entitlements. Decisions relating to redundancy more broadly
(such as whether a redundancy is a genuine redundancy) will
not be subject to challenge in the Magistrates’ Court.
As part of the formalisation of public sector redundancy
entitlements, the Bill also clarifies that the existing Public
Sector Employment Principles apply to employment
processes involving redundancy, on which they are
currently silent.
The effect of this measure is to put it beyond doubt that public
sector employees subject to employment processes relating to
redundancy are to be treated in a fair, reasonable and
non-discriminatory manner and that an employee of a public
sector body may seek review of an employment action
relating to redundancy. This will mean that public sector
employers will be required to provide an avenue for redress
against unfair treatment in redundancy matters.
These amendments do not disturb the existing exclusion from
review of matters, such as unfair dismissal claims, which are
more appropriately deal with by a tribunal such as the Fair
Work Commission.
The VPS executive cohort is critical to leading our public
institutions and delivering high quality services for
Victorians. VPS executives are employed in departments,
Administrative Offices and other bodies designated as VPS
employers by specific legislative reference. Arrangements for
their employment must be clear and simple, as well as
attractive and suited to building the workforce the VPS needs.
To support these objectives, in 2015 the Premier
commissioned the VPSC to review executive employment
and remuneration arrangements. The Review recommended
changes to improve Victoria’s executive offering, promote
mobility and support the development of a professional,
career executive cohort. The Premier agreed to many of the
Review’s recommendations, including all recommendations
relating to the nature of executive employment.
Part 3 of this Bill implements two key recommendations from
the VPSC’s Review.
First, the Bill implements the removal of the Right of Return,
which currently entitles VPS executives who were formerly
VPS non-executive staff, and who have since been
continuously employed as VPS executives, to a VPS
non-executive role if their contract is not renewed or is
terminated for any reason other than misconduct.
The VPSC’s Review recommended that the Right of Return
be removed because it (i) does not apply consistently across
the executive cohort; (ii) undermines mobility between the
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VPS and the public sector (as movement from the VPS to the
sector voids the Right of Return); (iii) is costly; and (iv) is
being used for other purposes such as reducing executive
numbers. The removal of the Right of Return therefore enacts
this recommendation from the VPSC’s Review.
Current eligible VPS executives will retain an entitlement to
the Right of Return for the term of their current contract.
Employers will, however, be unable to extend current
contract terms to enable the Right of Return to be retained as
an entitlement or vary current contracts to include additional
entitlements being established in policy. Instead, employers
wishing to retain executives will need to provide new
contracts once the term of the current contract has expired.
The Bill also implements the removal of the five-year limit on
executive contract lengths. The VPSC’s Review found that
the limitation incentivised a focus on short-term priorities to
the expense of long-term outcomes and stewardship and
recommended that barriers to longer contracts be removed.
The removal of the five-year limit will allow for open-ended
contracts while preserving an employer’s flexibility to use
fixed term contracts where necessary and to terminate without
cause upon appropriate notice being given.
This Bill also seeks to strengthen public sector governance.
Part 4 of this Bill makes a couple of amendments to the PAA
which seek to achieve this by adding clarity and improving
accountability.
The Bill amends the definition of ‘public entity’ to include
advisory entities. This ensures that public sector values and
the applicable Code of Conduct applies to members of
advisory entities in the same way they do to directors of other
Victorian Government entities. The Bill also modifies the
public entity duties for advisory entities to ensure that the
duties are proportionate to the functions of advisory entities.
The Bill also expands the Victorian Public Sector
Commissioner’s power of delegation. The PAA currently
limits the ability of the VPSC to delegate their statutory
functions, requiring either the Premier or Governor in Council
to appoint an Acting Commissioner.
This is an inflexible arrangement that creates operational
difficulties in times of unplanned absences or for short
periods of leave, where there is no time to implement formal
acting arrangements. The Bill therefore relaxes the limitations
on the Commissioner’s power of delegation so that the
Commissioner may delegate powers to senior VPSC staff for
short periods of time.
I commend this Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr CLARK (Box
Hill).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 20 June.
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ADVANCING THE TREATY PROCESS
WITH ABORIGINAL VICTORIANS
BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed from 5 June; motion of
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Aboriginal Affairs).
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (10:44) — It is a
pleasure to recommence my contribution on the
Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018. At the time before we paused for
the adjournment debate I was reflecting on the Closing
the Gap report, and it is significant in the conversation
about treaty and the broader context of where, as a state
and as a nation, we are going in terms of better living
standards, conditions and support for Indigenous
Victorians and Indigenous Australians. I had cause to
reflect on the statement by former Prime Minister Kevin
Rudd about those ambitions for closing the gap. In one
of the lines of his contribution and speech he said:
A future where we harness the determination of all
Australians, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, to close the gap
that lies between us in life expectancy, educational
achievement and economic opportunity.

They are great ambitions, and to measure that against
how we are performing as a state and as a nation we
have a yearly audit on whether we are closing the gap.
But sadly we have not lived up to those ambitions and
the lofty standards and expectations of that first
report — expectations of all Victorians and all
Australians — to get the best outcomes for all
Indigenous Victorians. The only metric that we are
meeting in Victoria as a state at the moment is in early
childhood education, and we are barely meeting it; we
are on track. When we think about some of those
standards around mortality, education, health outcomes
and employment, it is a broad range. We are barely
meeting one metric. We have to reflect as a state on
how we can get to those goals and those ambitions,
because to do anything less is to really not support our
Indigenous Victorians well enough, acknowledge the
past challenges or improve for the future.
How does that fit into the context of the discussion
around treaty? I think the member for Essendon
eloquently reflected on it being difficult for legislators
who have never faced discrimination — who do not
have a line of connection to the 2000 generations of
Indigenous Australians, the longest known civilisation
in the world — to have that understanding. It is a
challenge to have empathy, but it is about listening, it is
about reflecting as a community on what we want to
achieve and it is about self-determination for
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Indigenous Victorians. And I think that is the key in
this treaty discussion. The notion that it was going to be
a simple pathway to travel was never going to be the
case. It was going to be a challenge. It was going to
need a lot of work to bring all the different clans
together around the notion of a single treaty in Victoria.
It is hard work to meet expectations but also to provide
a linchpin that drives better outcomes for our
communities into the future.
If we reflect on the New Zealand example just across
the Tasman and the treaty that is in place there, I know
that in that example international law had progressed a
bit more up until the treaty in 1840, but the example has
been set there for the acknowledgement of all things,
whether it is in constitution, in treaty and even in the
national anthem of New Zealand. That is opposed to
what Senator Pat Dodson reflected on in his first speech
in the federal Parliament. He made a reference that I
want to raise here because it covers off on that issue. He
talked about ‘a cult of forgetfulness … on a national
scale’, and I think that really encapsulates some of the
challenges that we face in our education system.
The stories that we tell and our history are heavily
geared toward colonialism, and I even see that in the
schools that I visit. I represent over 20 schools in the
Mordialloc electorate. Of course the name of the
electorate of Mordialloc is a compound of Indigenous
phrases — ‘Little creek by the sea’ is a rough
interpretation — and none of our primary or secondary
students have that understanding about the
2000 generations that came before them. In our modern
Australian democracy and society, where we have
5 million people who were born overseas, this is
something to cherish and celebrate. It is of great interest
to our community to know that some 300 to 400 years
ago the Carrum Carrum Swamp, half of which is in my
electorate, was a pristine hunting and community
gathering place for Indigenous Australians. There was
an abundance of wealth and resources there that
sustained life for centuries and centuries and centuries.
There is little knowledge of that having been right on
our doorstep, right in our community, and so even the
way in which we are teaching history in Australia and
in a modern democracy like Victoria has to change.
We have to also confront the difficulties of our past and
the atrocities that were committed years ago. We do
that: each and every year we pay our deepest held
respects to the people who have served in our
community across the generations. I do not see why we
should not also acknowledge some of the challenges
and some of the atrocities that happened 200 years ago
in our country. It is something that we have to confront.
It is something that people should talk about. But to just
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not acknowledge it and not have that empathy and
understanding is half the challenge that we face, and to
build that empathy and understanding is to listen to how
those challenges then linger with the lack of recognition
of Indigenous Australians in our constitution, with the
lack of a treaty in Victoria or on a national scale and
with the fact that we are still not meeting those
important outcomes in Indigenous health, education,
employment and mortality.

children were forcibly removed from their families and
communities. The children were placed at risk of
physical and sexual abuse in institutions, church
missions and foster homes. According to some
commentators who are more learned in the correct
language to use to describe what happened in our
country, these policies amounted to genocide under
international law and the laws were racially
discriminatory.

Some people might simplistically say, ‘What does a
treaty deliver? Will a treaty help us reach any of the
Closing the Gap milestones?’. It is not about that; it is
about setting the values of future governments and
future parliaments so that we always — just like with
the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities in
Victoria — put the interests and needs of our first
peoples front and centre in our legislation and in the
work that we do. I think that is the ambition of a treaty.
We might disagree at the moment. We might need to do
some more work on where that lands, the various
models and how the representative bodies will work, but
that is okay. This was always going to be a hard
journey; this was always going to be a hard path towards
achieving a treaty and achieving those outcomes.

It is not a happy past, our relationship with Aboriginal
Australians. Today Aboriginal people have a national
imprisonment rate that is 15 times higher than that of
other people. Attendance rates at school and academic
attainment results are not improving under Closing the
Gap policies. The average life expectancy of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people is 10 years
less than that of non-Indigenous Australians. We have a
problem in our country, and it is our problem.

So let us bring on that discussion. Let us be positive and
constructive, because I think the work here and what is
at stake are too important to miss another opportunity
and then leave it to another parliament. Let us do it in
the 58th Parliament; let us get this underway and let us
deliver the better outcomes and recognition that should
have been delivered years ago for our Indigenous
Victorians.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) (10:52) — It is
indeed an honour to speak on the Advancing the Treaty
Process with Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018. I would
like to begin by acknowledging the traditional owners
of the land on which we are gathered today and paying
my deep respect to their elders both past and present. I
would also like to acknowledge the member for
Northcote, who is the first Aboriginal woman to take
her place in the august chambers of the Parliament of
Victoria and to say that her election was about time too.
It was really time that that happened as well, because
this house should be about representing — looking
like — our community.
I am going to start by talking about how Aboriginal
people, the original inhabitants of this land, are believed
to have lived in Australia for up to 60 000 years. That is
over 2000 generations. In the 1950s, following more
than 150 years of violence against and dispossession of
Aboriginal people, Australia formally adopted a policy
of assimilation and as many as one in three Aboriginal

I have heard from those opposite, the very few people
that have spoken on this bill, that this is not the right
thing to do and it is not the right time as there are other
concerns. Yes, there are other issues that we need to
face — I have just spoken about them — but I truly
believe it is time to have a treaty with Aboriginal
people. For those opposite, I am going to read a quote. I
would rarely quote this person.
We have never fully made peace with the first Australians.
This is the stain on our soul. [Until we have acknowledged]
that this land was as Aboriginal [in 1788] as it is Australian
now … we will be an incomplete nation and a torn people.

That was Tony Abbott speaking. I say to those opposite
who think they are not ready for a treaty: just take a
moment to think about what he is actually saying —
that actually we know that when Aboriginal people are
in control of their lives we are likely to see outcomes
that make for happier, more successful and more
prosperous lives and hopefully a more inclusive, kinder
society too. This is why this legislation is important, so
that people can repair their souls, so that we are not torn
apart as a country and so that we are more inclusive,
more understanding and a society where Aboriginal
people can hold their heads up high and look forward to
the future with some hope.
I have read the comments of the minister. I also went
back and had a look at Kevin Rudd’s sorry speech, and
over and over again we see these commentaries about
unresolved disputes, unresolved feelings, unfinished
business and the fact that we have not got onto this
business in the past. This treaty process that has been
undertaken by this government has been the most
extensive and inclusive process of its kind in harnessing
the voice of Aboriginal Victorians. Consultations have
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been undertaken with the Victorian Aboriginal
community for more than two years and the process has
engaged over 7000 Aboriginal Victorians, who have
strongly supported the push for treaty in the state. This
would be a historic move, but it is timely — it is more
than past its time. It is time to bring this bill before this
Parliament, pass it and commit to the treaty process
with Victorian Aboriginals.
If you need any further reason for thinking that this is
the right thing to do, go back and have a look at the day
the Aboriginal leaders were in this house and actually
spoke to us about what they think this process has been
about and what it means to them. Jill Gallagher, who
has led this process, said:
Treaties are necessary for the recognition of the wrongs done
to our people and the promotion of their fundamental human
rights. Treaties are an opportunity to recast the relationship
between Aboriginal Victorians, non-Aboriginal Victorians
and governments. This journey towards treaty has brought
together traditional owners, families and clans from across the
state. They have been and will continue to be at the heart of
this journey.

This is a very, very important process, and I say again
to those people who think it is not the correct thing to
do at this point in time: go back to your history books
and have a look at the number one pop hit in 1990.
What was it? The Yothu Yindi song called Treaty. I
must admit I used to bop along to this and sing it with
my kids, but it goes to show how far you have to go
back to think that people were starting to talk about this.
When you read the lyrics of this song — and it is really
well worth going and reading the lyrics of this song —
what it says is:
Words are easy, words are cheap
Much cheaper than our priceless land
But promises can disappear
Just like writing in the sand.

It goes on:
Promises disappear — priceless land — destiny
Well I heard it on the radio
And I saw it on the television
But promises can be broken
Just like writing in the sand.

Today with this bill is an opportunity to make sure that
our commitment to the treaty process, our promises to
the Aboriginal people, are not written in sand but
written in law. I commend the minister for bringing this
bill to the house and for her incredible hard work, and I
wish the bill a very speedy passage.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Energy prices
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (11:01) — My
question is to the Premier. The Children’s Protection
Society has a 120-year history of preventing child
abuse and neglect of Victoria’s children. Yesterday in
an appeal to their supporters headed ‘Mummy, I’m so
Cold’, they launched a fundraising drive to help
vulnerable families pay their energy bills, stating:
The reality facing many clients … is a long, freezing winter.
That means babies, toddlers, mums and dads going without
sufficient heating in their homes.

Premier, how is it that Victoria has come to this: that
charities are having to beg for funds simply to keep
struggling families and children from freezing over
winter because of soaring energy bills under your
government?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:02) — I thank the
Leader of the Opposition for his question. It is a sad
fact that some in our community this winter will
experience extreme hardship, and that is something that
I think all of us can be saddened by and indeed
motivated to do something about. Whilst energy bills
are one component of that, there are many different
drivers of the sort of insecurity, the sort of
impoverishment, the sort of disadvantage that the
Leader of the Opposition and the group he quotes is
directly referring to. It might be, for instance, the fact
that a member of the family is a victim of family
violence. It might be that, for a range of other reasons,
insecurity about their accommodation drives the sort of
disadvantage —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — I thought it was about
disadvantage —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Eltham
and the member for Gembrook are warned. Before
calling the Leader of the Opposition, I ask members to
cease interjecting, particularly when members are on
their feet or when I am in the middle of a ruling. I will
not hesitate to remove members who interrupt the
smooth running of question time. The Leader of the
Opposition has the call.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance. I asked the Premier a question on energy
and energy prices and charities fundraising to pay
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people’s energy bills. There was a quote about energy,
and I would ask you to bring the Premier back to
answering the question, which was about energy
prices in Victoria.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition is correct. The question did involve those
matters, but the actual question was a broad one: how is
it that Victoria has come to this? I ask the Premier to
continue answering the question.
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asked by the Leader of the Opposition. The government
has increased utility relief payments from $500 to $650
directly to support those families that the Leader of the
Opposition pretends — quite obviously pretends — to
care about. There are a raft of different measures that
the government has taken to support those who are the
most disadvantaged in our community, and I am more
than happy to have that record of investment and
compassion compared to those opposite.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr ANDREWS — As I was saying, there are,
sadly, some in our community who will do it very
tough this winter for a range of different reasons. Yes, I
am fully prepared to concede the point that the Leader
of the Opposition has made, at least in broad terms, that
utility bills and other imposts do in fact drive some of
that disadvantage. There are many different causes of
that disadvantage though, and I think it would be
unwise to —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — Well, apparently according to
those opposite, the champions of the disadvantaged, it
is only one bill. If the Leader of the Opposition wanted
to have a look at the budget, he could see an increase in
the concessions budget —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I renew my earlier
warning to members.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance. I again renew my point of order about the
relevance of the Premier answering a question about
energy prices and energy policies, which have led
charities to now beg for money to pay people’s energy
bills. I am not asking the Premier —

The SPEAKER — The member for Eltham has
been warned.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (11:06) —
Mr Keith Shalders, an aged pensioner from Ararat, has
seen his gas bill jump by over 20 per cent each year for
the last three years and has now been forced into
financial hardship simply to pay these energy bills.
Premier, what have you got to say to Victorians like
Keith Shalders? Do you stand by your government’s
claim that Hazelwood closing — for electricity costs —
would only cost people like Mr Shalders less than $1 a
week?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:06) — My message
to the individual that the Leader of the Opposition
quotes is that we will continue to improve and increase
concessions available to those who are on fixed and
limited incomes. We will continue to put more supply
into the energy market to put downward pressure on
prices. We will continue to make sure that those in the
energy market treat the most vulnerable fairly —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Police
and the member for Polwarth!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Premier
and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition will
come to order.
Mr Guy — I am not asking the Premier anything
else but a question in relation to energy policy and
energy prices reflecting on disadvantaged families.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Premier to
come back to answering the question.
Mr ANDREWS — Energy concessions —
concessions paid to low-income families — are directly
relevant to meeting the costs of energy in those
households. So it too is directly relevant to the question

Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, I did ask the Premier — and he is halfway
through his answer — whether he stood by his claim
that for people like Mr Shalders the electricity policies
under this government would cost people like him in
fact less than $1 a week. I ask you to bring the Premier
back to answering that question.
The SPEAKER — I understand the point of order
that the Leader of the Opposition has raised, although
the question was, ‘What have you got to say to
Victorians like the gentleman that the Leader of the
Opposition had mentioned?’, so the Premier is being
responsive to the question.
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Mr ANDREWS — As I was saying, we will
continue to provide support to those who are the most
vulnerable — for instance, 280 000 Victorian
customers on costly standing offers who receive,
because of a direct result of this government’s
intervention in a market that is slavishly supported by
those opposite, between $254 and $720. If the Leader
of the Opposition wants to peg Hazelwood’s closure —
a decision by a private company — to gas prices, he is
very obviously on the wrong tram.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:08) — Order! The member for
Hawthorn and the member for Essendon will leave the
chamber for the period of 1 hour. Members will be sent
from the chamber if they shout across the chamber in
that manner.
Honourable members for Hawthorn and Essendon
withdrew from chamber.

Ministers statements: Metro Tunnel
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:08) — I am
delighted to update the house on the biggest public
transport project since the city loop — the Metro
Tunnel. Whether this government is removing
50 dangerous, congested, indeed tragically deadly level
crossings or upgrading every passenger rail line across
regional Victoria or extending and improving the
Hurstbridge line, the Mernda line — it is a long list of
investments. But at the centre of those investments is
the Metro Tunnel: five new stations, 9 kilometres of
track, 7000 jobs, a turn-up-and-go public transport
system so that you can not only throw away the
timetable — you won’t need one — but you can leave
the car at home as well because it will be reliable. It
will be a world-class public transport system for one of
the world’s great cities.
Indeed there are benefits not just for metropolitan
Melbourne, there are benefits for the entirety of the
state. Today I was pleased to visit what will be the site
of Anzac station with the Minister for Public Transport
and Minister for Major Projects to see the incredible
progress that our team have made down there over
these last 18 months. This project is fully a year ahead
of schedule, and the travel time savings from the
modelling that has been done by the authority are
absolutely fantastic. To think that you will be able to
get where you need to go more frequently and much
faster — you won’t just be able to throw away the train
timetable, you can throw away the bus timetable and
the tram timetable too. Because if you were, for
instance, going to the Parkville precinct to the
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university, to a medical research institute, to the
comprehensive cancer centre, to the Royal Melbourne
Hospital then you will be able to get a direct train all the
way there — no need for a tram or a bus. More trains
more often, more jobs, getting things done, delivering
for all Victorians: that is what this project is about.

Energy prices
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (11:11) — My
question is to the Premier. Doyles hotel in Mordialloc is
a popular local pub. This year its power bills have
jumped from $8000 a month in May to a new contract
of $24 000 a month starting in June — the best they
could obtain after shopping around. Pub owner Robbie
Beaton has said, ‘Under Labor it is becoming
impossible to do business in this state anymore’.
Premier, with power costs rising as sharply as this, how
do you expect local pubs like Doyles to stay open and
find the wages for their staff when your policies are
making them pay the highest power bills ever?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:11) — I am very
pleased to see the Leader of the Opposition’s
new-found support for this particular business owner.
He has not always been supported by those opposite, it
would seem. His ambitions have been somewhat
thwarted it would seem by those opposite.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — No, no — a very serious issue. I
just would —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — Well, you didn’t vote for him,
mate.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! When the house comes
to order!
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, I have asked a serious question about a
business whose power bills have tripled. It is not a
juvenile slug fest from the Premier. I am asking —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:12) — Order! I have warned
members about shouting across the chamber when
people are making points of order. The member for
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Footscray and the member for Warrandyte will leave
the chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Honourable members for Footscray and
Warrandyte withdrew from chamber.
Mr Guy — I have asked a straightforward question
about a business whose power bills have tripled. I ask
you to bring the Premier to answer the question, rather
than to belittle the man involved.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Premier to
come back to answering the question.
Mr ANDREWS — Absolutely, Speaker. There is
no belittling the person quoted or the business he runs
or his staff or anybody in that community, so you are
simply wrong on that, and if we need a lecture on
statesmanship we will not be going to you. On the issue
of support for businesses, I am more than happy to
provide the Leader of the Opposition with a
comprehensive list of decisions we have made over
several budgets to provide direct and tailored support,
whether it be to small businesses, medium or large
businesses that are dealing with the challenges of
energy policy. In relation to gas, which the Leader of
the Opposition speaks about, I reject his assertion that
policies of this government have contributed to that —
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, my question was around electricity. It did not
feature gas at all. So the only person full of gas might
be the Premier.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask people at the table
to assist with the smooth running of the house — both
sides of the table. The Premier to come back to
answering the question.
Mr ANDREWS — The previous question was
blaming me for the closure of Hazelwood gas station.
The Hazelwood gas station was my fault a minute ago.
I think, really, it is a bit hard almost to follow the
questions put forward by the Leader of the Opposition.
There are a range of dedicated targeted supports for
businesses that are finding it difficult in relation to the
current energy market. They relate to electricity and to
gas. They relate to both. I am more than happy to have
the Minister for Industry and Employment and the
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change
correspond with the Leader of the Opposition detailing
those things for him.
Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr ANDREWS — Well, I thought you wanted an
answer. But I thoroughly reject the assertion in the
Leader of the Opposition’s question that, for instance,
more electricity supply as a direct result of this
government’s renewable energy policy has driven up
prices. I reject that.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Leader of The
Nationals to assist in the smooth running of the house.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, I did not
ask the Premier about ministers sending me a letter or
about electricity supply. I asked about the tripling of
bills at a pub and how other pubs are expected to pay
similar bills under this man’s premiership. I have asked
a very straightforward question. He has not come back
to the answer once.
The SPEAKER — I understand the point —
Mr Lim interjected.
The SPEAKER (11:16) — Order! The member for
Clarinda will leave the chamber for a period of 1 hour. I
will not have members shouting across the chamber
when I am making a ruling. The Premier is being
responsive to the question asked.
Honourable member for Clarinda withdrew from
chamber.
Mr ANDREWS — The total amount of electricity
supply is directly related to pricing. If the Leader of the
Opposition does not understand that, then I think he is
most certainly in need of correspondence from relevant
ministers, and that is what I will provide him with.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (11:16) —
Oxford Cold Storage, a family-owned cold storage
business storing basic supermarket produce, is located
in Laverton, has been operating since 1975 and
employs 400 workers. Their annual energy cost for
2018 will be up by over 206 per cent — $3.1 million
more than 2017. Premier, what is it going to take for
your government to do something about spiralling
energy costs? Do these businesses have to close and
these workers have to lose their jobs before you finally
accept that shutting Hazelwood has not led to power
prices falling as you told people they would?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:17) — I would draw
the Leader of the Opposition’s attention to the fact that
the government has provided some $90 million in direct
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assistance for businesses, large and small, to deal with
the challenges in the energy market at the moment, and
I would be —
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thousands of workers, and that is the alternative policy
of those opposite to put a halt to this project. They
have already written to the contractors flagging
that intention.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — Well, there is $90 million to
support businesses impacted, affected, by those
challenges, and I am more than happy to provide,
through the Leader of the Opposition, anyone he
pretends to care about with that information.
The SPEAKER — Before calling the Minister for
Public Transport, there are some members in this place
who continue to shout consistently. I warn them that
they will be removed from the chamber.

Ministers statements: Metro Tunnel
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(11:18) — I am very pleased to add to the comments
the Premier made earlier about the significant benefits
the Metro Tunnel project will bring to our metropolitan
and regional public transport networks. Of course we
know the major benefit of investing and delivering in
the Metro Tunnel is that it will unlock the city loop. It
will provide for a dramatic increase in the number of
passengers we can move in and out and through the city
every single day. It is estimated that we will see an
uplift and capacity improvements that will provide for
71 per cent more passenger movements during the peak
hour as a result of the Metro Tunnel.
The Premier also spoke about the travel time savings
that will also come as a result of the delivery of the
Metro Tunnel. It is estimated that we will see people
saving up to 50 minutes each day in travelling to the
new train station destinations in St Kilda Road at the
Anzac station and in Parkville as well. For example, if
you are travelling from Cranbourne or Pakenham up to
visit a family member at the Alfred hospital, it is
estimated that that will save you in a two-way trip
around 50 minutes each time you make that visit.
This will also see travel saving times for regional
passengers. If you are travelling from, say, Bendigo or
Ballarat and you want to get to Melbourne University
or visit someone in one of those hospitals around that
important precinct, you will also get travel saving times
as well. Whether it is in regional Victoria in the
upgrading of every passenger line or in metropolitan
Melbourne, where we are delivering significant works,
we are getting on and getting it done.
There is an alternative to the Metro Tunnel, an
alternative that will grind this project to a halt, cause
years of delay, cause massive confusion and lay off

Energy prices
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (11:20) — My
question is to the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change. Minister, recent Victorian energy and
water ombudsman reports show a 24 per cent increase
in electricity and gas disconnections from December
2017 to March 2018. Minister, given gas prices have
already risen by up to $500 since June 2016 and with
energy prices now the highest they have ever been,
what are you doing to ensure vulnerable Victorians are
not disconnected from their energy supply as they
struggle to heat their homes this winter?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) (11:21) — I thank
the member for Caulfield for his question. We need to
take stock of the fact that when those opposite were in
government they actually did nothing, nothing to
prepare and plan for —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr M. O’Brien — On a point of order, Speaker, to
avoid the minister misleading the house, she might
recall that it was actually the Liberals and Nationals
who doubled the electricity concession from six months
to 12 months, something Labor never did in 11 years in
government. It did nothing.
The SPEAKER (11:22) — Order! There is no point
of order, but I do ask the minister to come back to
answering the question.
Before calling the minister, can I acknowledge Mr Peter
Hall, a former member of the other place, in the
chamber today.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — It is nice to know that those
opposite actually copied an election commitment of
ours. But putting that aside, people who are struggling
with their energy bills know which party actually
delivers the assistance that they need to better manage
their energy costs. The plans that we have got in place,
the decisions that we have announced go to a whole
array of issues to do with the energy market: number
one of course, importantly, is to ensure that we have got
more energy supply coming into the system, because we
know that with more energy supply we actually get
prices coming down. That is the commitment that we
are making, and we are actually getting on with
doing that.
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about the 24 per cent increase in people who are
suffering under her government.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I am struggling to hear
the minister’s answer over the shouting from the other
side of the chamber. Members will be removed from
the chamber.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — We met with the three large
energy retailers late last year and demanded of them
that they actually present better deals for consumers.
What that meant was that those people, a quarter of a
million Victorians on very costly standing offers, were
going to get a rebate under the agreement that our
government struck with those three energy retailer
companies, and today those very customers are
enjoying those rebates as we speak. From 1 January to
the end of this year those people, 285 000 Victorians,
will be saving between $250 and $720 on their energy
bills — gas and electricity — as we speak. This is
absolutely important.
We do not stop there. Utility relief grants have gone up
for the first time in 10 years. The last time they went up
it was a Labor government that was sitting on this side
of the house. Those opposite failed to prepare when
they were in government. They had the opportunity to
prepare and better manage our energy supplies so we
could actually put downward pressure on energy bills.
They failed to do that.
Mr Southwick — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is obviously disconnected from reality. I ask
you to bring her back to answering the question.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Members will come to
order. I ask the member to take his seat. Members are
entitled to take a point of order in silence, but I ask
them to do so in the correct form and not use it as an
opportunity to attack members opposite.
Mr Pakula interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Attorney-General is
warned.
Mr Southwick — On the point of order, Speaker, I
ask you to bring the minister back to answering the
question. We are talking about the 24 per cent increase
in people that have been disconnected thanks to the
escalating power prices from this government. We want
to know what this minister is doing about it and what
this government is doing about it — not writing letters
and having meetings, but what she is actually doing

The SPEAKER — Order! The minister is being
relevant to the question.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — We also need to remember
that we are actually making it easier for people to shop
around and get the best prices possible. Thus far seven
out of 10 Victorians are paying too much for their
energy bill, as we speak. That is why we are
incentivising people and making it easier for people to
go online. Later this year it will be made available —
seven out of 10 people will be able to actually get
cheaper household bills.
We have also changed the financial hardship
parameters and the framework of energy retailers,
making it harder for them to disconnect people from
their power supply, giving people every opportunity to
save and stay connected to their energy.
Supplementary question
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (11:26) — Minister,
in 2016 you said Labor’s energy policies would have a
major impact on domestic energy costs. In fact
you said:
There will be no cost to households and business before 2020,
and after that we talking about price increases in the order of
cents per week.

Minister, given there are so many examples of
businesses and families who are struggling to meet the
increased cost of gas and electricity, will you now
finally admit that you were wrong and finally do
something to help Victorian families struggling with the
highest energy bills ever?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The members for
Gembrook and Sunbury!
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) (11:27) — I thank
the member for his supplementary question, and I will
say from the outset that he is absolutely wrong and
absolutely misinformed. He has taken some quote out
of context, when I was speaking about our Victorian —
Mr Southwick — On a point of order, Speaker, I
am happy to make the quote available to the house, in
which the minister said in an article on the
RenewEconomy website that:
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There will be no cost to households and business before 2020,
and after that we talking about price increases in the order of
cents per week.

I am able to table the document.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member can make
that document available to the house.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — I think it is the member for
Caulfield who is actually misleading the house, because
that quote was about the Victorian renewable energy
target (VRET) scheme, and this government went on to
make a decision to fully fund the cost of the VRET
scheme from government finances, not from
consumers. So the member for Caulfield is absolutely
wrong again. He has had four years almost in this
portfolio, and he is none the wiser in terms of which
side of the house will actually have the interests of
consumers ahead of the pathetic politics and lack of
knowledge of those on the other side, when it comes to
what is best for consumers.
Mr Southwick — On a point of order, Speaker, I
would ask you to bring the minister back to answering
the question. I am unsure whether the VRET is or is not
part of her energy policy. The question was specifically
about the energy policies which are affecting the cost of
living for all Victorians, and now the minister is saying
VRET has nothing to do with her energy policies. Is it
or is it not part of the energy policies that this minister
is part of — yes or no?
The SPEAKER — Has the minister concluded her
answer? The minister has concluded her answer.

Ministers statements: Metro Tunnel
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) (11:29) — I rise to advise
the house on the delivery of the Metro Tunnel and the
transformative effect it will have upon the Victorian
economy. The idea of the Metro Tunnel has been
around for quite some time; in fact about a decade. Ten
years ago it was identified by Sir Rod Eddington as a
vital project, but now it is well underway. This morning
the Minister for Public Transport and the Premier were
out there at what will be Anzac station, where
construction has already commenced.
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Firstly, set your priorities by listening to the experts;
secondly, make sure those priorities are clear to
Victorians when you ask for their support; and thirdly,
of course get on and do what you promised that you
would do.
There was a time of course when those opposite
spruiked an alternative project, the Melbourne rail link.
And just as the Metro Tunnel is a symbol of a
government that goes out and does what it says it would
do, for those opposite the Melbourne rail link was a
project that they just made up as they went along. It was
a cut-price, shonky imitation of a rail project. Contrast
that to Melbourne Metro, which will save commuters
up to 50 minutes.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Treasurer will
resume his seat. I am struggling to hear the Treasurer’s
statement.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is now departing from making a ministers
statement and is proceeding to debate issues. I ask you
to bring him back to conformity with sessional orders.
The SPEAKER — The Treasurer to come back to
making a statement.
Mr PALLAS — Well, Speaker, as I was saying,
this project will save commuters up to 50 minutes, and
it will boost the Victorian economy and it will create
jobs. Unlike those opposite, who had no plan for where
the stations were going to go and had no idea about an
airport rail link or when it would be built —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Box
Hill on a point of order.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, yet again
we are seeing a minister defying your rulings and
returning straightaway to debating issues. I ask you to
bring the Treasurer back into order.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Treasurer to use his
remaining time to make a statement.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Treasurer will
resume his seat. I ask members not to shout across the
chamber.
Mr PALLAS — This is a fantastic milestone, and it
demonstrates that as a government we are about
epitomising our approach to delivering infrastructure.

Mr PALLAS — Under our plans to enhance the
network this government intends to replace thousands
of useless wooden sleepers, unlike those opposite.

Ballarat rail line
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) (11:32) — My question
is to the Minister for Public Transport. Can the minister
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update the house on the $513 million Ballarat line
upgrade, noting —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Melton
will resume his seat. The member for Bass on a point
of order.
Mr Paynter — On a point of order, Speaker, it is a
sad, sad reflection on this government in particular
when this lying thief —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Mr Paynter — when this lying thief gets to sit in
this chamber, let alone ask a question. A very sad
reflection.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:33) — Order! The member for
Bass knows that is an inappropriate point of order, and
he has included imputations in that point of order. The
member for Bass will leave the chamber for the period
of 1 hour.
The SPEAKER — The member for Melton on his
question.
Mr NARDELLA — Can the minister update the
house on the $513 million Ballarat line upgrade, noting
any upcoming occupations —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Bass!
Honourable member for Bass withdrew from
chamber.
Mr NARDELLA — and the plans in place for
passengers while these works are being undertaken?
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(11:34) — I thank the member for Melton for his
question. He, like our other members along the Ballarat
rail corridor —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:34) — I ask the minister to
resume her seat. The member for Caulfield will leave
the chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Honourable member for Caulfield withdrew from
chamber.
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The SPEAKER — The subject matter of this
question is of some interest to the Victorian
community. I think the minister is entitled to answer
the question.
Ms ALLAN — It is most certainly of great interest
to those passengers on the Ballarat rail corridor as we
get on and undertake a significant and major upgrade
along the Ballarat rail line, a project that is going to
duplicate 18 kilometres of track between Deer Park
West and Melton. It is going to see new stations. It is
going to see platform extensions and additions along
areas like Bacchus Marsh and Ballan. This is the work
that needs to be done so that we can run more services
more efficiently between Ballarat and the city.
I can advise passengers on the Ballarat line that they do
need to plan their journey over the next month or so as
work really does step up and another construction blitz
is undertaken. There will be a series of occupations
over the coming month whilst workers work around the
clock to do this really important work. And can I thank
those workers — we have got more than 350 people
who will be working around the clock from Saturday,
16 June, to Wednesday, 20 June. This is so we can get
in and get a lot of work done very quickly to minimise
the disruption to passengers as we deliver this project.
There will be coaches replacing those train services
from Ballarat, Ararat and Maryborough.
Why have we got trains in Ararat and Maryborough?
Because Labor governments reopened the rail line to
Ararat and Maryborough, something that —
An honourable member — Who closed those
lines?
Ms ALLAN — Who? Well, it was a
Liberal-National government that closed those lines and
a Labor government that reopened them and put extra
services in. I can advise the member that there is
upcoming occupation of the line and those services,
those bus replacement services, will be on offer.
However, trains will continue to run from Caroline
Springs to Southern Cross station during these works.
We thank the workers for doing this work. We also
thank passengers for their patience during this
disruption period while we get on and make a
significant improvement to the Ballarat rail line.
Supplementary question
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) (11:36) — Can the
minister detail how the Ballarat line upgrade will
improve transport services for people in the
Melton electorate?
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Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(11:36) — The work we are doing — I mentioned
before the duplication of track, the new stations, the
additional platforms at Bacchus Marsh, Ballan and
Wendouree — is all designed so we can carry more
passengers. The Ballarat line is our second busiest rail
line on the regional network and there is growing
demand for services there, so we will be providing for
that. These works provide for that extra capacity, for
those extra passengers, but also they will enable
additional extra services in the morning and
afternoon peaks, plus a train every 40 minutes in the
off-peak for the growing communities between
Ballarat and Melbourne.
That is exactly why we are making this big
investment — so we can run more train services along
the Ballarat line to bring more people not just into the
city but for people travelling back out into regional
Victoria as well. This project will deliver those extra
services into the future.

Ministers statements: road infrastructure
projects
Mr DONNELLAN (Minister for Roads and Road
Safety) (11:37) — I rise to update the house on the
travel time savings motorists are witnessing from the
upgrades of all of our major projects. Whether it be the
Monash Freeway upgrade or the CityLink-Tullamarine
Freeway upgrade people are having faster, safer and
more reliable travel journeys. Recently I was joined by
Senator James Paterson to open up the new lanes from
the CityLink-Tullamarine Freeway widening. We know
there is a bit of a holy war to be fought against James
Paterson — it is not from this side of the house, it is
obviously from the other — but let us be very clear: he
was very happy to be there, and he praised the project
for easing congestion, reducing weaving and reducing
dangerous merging.
The lanes, which have just recently been opened in late
2017, between CityLink and Bulla Road have seen
travel time savings of up to 9 minutes between Bulla
Road and Bolte Bridge. Drivers in the south-east are
also enjoying 30 kilometres of new and extra lanes on
Monash Freeway. This has been done below budget
and two months ahead of schedule. We know that while
we are concentrating on delivering the services the
public needs, whether it be the roads, the trams, the
buses and all those other things, others have focused on
what we call member farming, which is that embryo
transfer program for the administrative committee of
the Liberal Party.
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Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, you
cautioned this minister yesterday about abusing
question time and disrespecting you and the house by
departing from sessional orders. The minister is
proceeding to do exactly the same thing today, and I
ask you to warn him not to continue to do so.
The SPEAKER — Order! I uphold the point of
order. I ask the minister to come back to making a
ministers statement and to keep his comments to
making a ministers statement.
Mr DONNELLAN — We know that we do not
have time for games like that. We have got to be
focused on delivering the infrastructure Victorians
need. We are dealing with 2.5 per cent growth rates in
Geelong and Ballarat, and obviously that demands an
enormous level of infrastructure spending — there is
$13.9 billion coming up in this year’s budget. We know
that through the stimulative process of the money we
are putting into infrastructure we have had
216 000 full-time jobs created in this state, which
compares very well with what happened in the previous
four years. We have focused very much on growth. We
are not focused on the juvenile games that are
appearing on the other side of the house with the
deadwood society versus Brother Bastiaan and his
bayside city rollers.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister has again shown his disrespect for you and his
disrespect for the house by ignoring the warnings that
you have given him, and I ask you to caution him that
you will not accept that sort of behaviour from the
minister in future.
The SPEAKER — Order! I thank the member for
that point of order. Ministers should keep their
comments to making ministers statements.

Murray Basin rail project
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (11:40) — My question is to
the Minister for Public Transport. On 8 February in this
house you said that you were very pleased to have
stood in Avoca and celebrated the opening and the
return of freight trains to the Maryborough to Ararat
line. However, five months on freight trains are forced
to crawl along this line at just 30 kilometres an hour
despite the intended design speed of 115 kilometres an
hour, the tracks need an additional 40 000 tonnes of
ballast, in places the tracks are not level and are twisted,
the road crossings have not been commissioned and
some sleepers have already cracked and broken under
the weight of 3000-tonne grain trains. Minister, this rail
line is a disaster. When will you start remedial works
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on this line so yet another project you have so
comprehensively botched can be fixed?
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(11:41) — Further to the information I provided to the
house on this matter and indeed to the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee hearing last week I would
like to advise the member for Ripon that yes, the rail
line between Maryborough and Ararat did become
operational in early February. It did become
operational. However, to make it fully operational to
ensure that the trains can run at speed and to ensure that
there are no safety issues you have to run trains along
the line for a number of set kilometres — kilometres
that are set by the national safety regulator — before
you can lift the speed of those train services. So when
the member refers to trains crawling along this line it is
because you have to, if you like, bed in the track. Once
the work has been undertaken to ensure that it can run
to those higher speeds at a safe level you are required to
run the trains for a certain period of time. I thought that
in answering the member’s question she might find that
piece of information useful and helpful to inform her on
the status of the project.
We are continuing to work on the Murray Basin project,
and I responded to these matters yesterday. Of course it
is a very important rail project for regional Victoria. It is
a project that we have needed to get the full funding for
from the federal government and that we have needed to
get on and deliver. Despite the member for Ripon’s
comments, her colleagues in the National Party as
recently as last week in the Parliament were delighted to
claim credit for this project.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, on the
question of relevance, this is a question about when will
remedial work start to address the defects that the
member for Ripon has identified. I ask you to bring the
minister back to answering that question.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister has been
answering the question.
Ms ALLAN — I am delighted to continue to answer
the question, because as I was explaining, in some parts
of the Parliament there is an element of bipartisan
support for this project, and a member for Northern
Victoria Region just last week in the Parliament was
taking great credit for this project. I know the member
for Ripon does not really like National Party members
of Parliament.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, I renew
the point of order. The minister is not being relevant
and is debating the issue. The member for Ripon wants
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to know, as I am sure her constituents want to know,
when the remedial works on this line will commence,
and I ask you to bring the minister back to answering
that question.
The SPEAKER — I ask the minister to come back
to answering the question.
Ms ALLAN — The member has made claims about
remedial works. As I indicated yesterday, we do need to
go and check the factual accuracy, and I would be
needing to seek from the member —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister —
Ms ALLAN — Well, you were wrong yesterday on
high-capacity trains —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:44) — Order! The minister will
resume her seat. The member for Hastings will leave
the chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Honourable member for Hastings withdrew from
chamber.
Ms ALLAN — The member would need to provide
additional information to validate those claims, because
as we have learned from those opposite, you cannot
believe a word they say. However, we are pushing on
and delivering this project. I am pleased the National
Party support us in delivering this project. I am pleased
the Victorian Farmers Federation joined us in
supporting this project. To the National Party I say: I
will look after you. We will make sure the member for
Ripon does not get too stuck into you. We do not want
to see the bear poked too much, do we, Walshy? We
want to protect you from the member for Ripon and her
desperately unfair attacks on you.
Supplementary question
Ms STALEY (Ripon) (11:45) — Minister, the
Murray Basin rail project, another rail project you have
botched, is running $100 million over budget. You have
now sacked the principal contractor, indefinitely
postponed construction of stages 3 and 4 and left local
businesses that invested because of your time line
promises with a mountain of debt. Why is it that after
spending a quarter of a billion dollars and despite your
boast that the line is now operating, the Murray Basin
rail line is capable of handling only a single train per
day running at only 30 kilometres per hour?
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Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(11:46) — I know the member for Ripon would be
most disappointed if I had to remind her that it was her
government that sold off the rail freight network in
regional Victoria and that it took the former Labor
government to buy it back and upgrade it.
Ms Staley — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister does not get to debate the question, and I
would ask you to stop her from doing that.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! When the house comes
to order the minister will come back to answering the
question.
Ms ALLAN — Of course part of the ongoing
investment we have been making in the rail freight
network builds on the work that was led by a former
National Party Deputy Prime Minister, Tim Fischer,
under the former Labor government, who helped and
gave us great advice on how to upgrade the rail freight.
But we do not want to poke the bear in Ripon too much
on these matters. We do not want to poke the bear.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, again on
the question of relevance, this is a question about why
despite the blowout in the budget of this project it was
failing to deliver the services that the minister promised
it was delivering to the constituents of that area. I ask
you to bring the minister back to answering that
question.
The SPEAKER — Order! There was a long
preamble to this supplementary question. The minister
will come, though, to answering the question that
was asked.
Ms ALLAN — The member’s substantive and
supplementary questions contained a number of claims
that are without verification. What I can say to the
member for Ripon and those communities along this
corridor is that we will deliver the Murray Basin rail
project, something that those opposite failed to do.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, I seek
your clarification. The minister in her answer had said
that the previous government had closed this railway
line. In fact, reopened in 1966 under the Bolte
government, this railway line closed on 21 January
2005 under the Bracks Labor government, and so —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Points of order are not
open for debate. This may be an item that members
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take up in the grievance debate today, but it is not a
point of order.
Ms ALLAN — On the point of order, Speaker, I
know the leader —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms ALLAN — And you, buddy, are so wrong.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I have already ruled on
the point of order. There is no point of order.

Ministers statements: firearm prohibition
orders
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) (11:50) —
Today I want to update the house on the success of the
firearm prohibition orders (FPOs). I was with Deputy
Commissioner Patton today as we updated the
community about how the FPOs have been working. A
month ago, on 9 May, these laws came into effect, and
Victoria Police have issued 85 firearm prohibition
orders, of which 53 have been served on individuals.
Members of bikie gangs, organised crime gangs,
serious youth offenders and also radicalised persons of
interest have been issued with these FPOs. They have
been issued by members of the armed crime squad, the
anti-gangs team, the Echo task force — some of our
toughest and most experienced detectives. These orders
are about preventing crime and harm caused by
organised criminals, keeping guns out of the hands of
organised criminals, creating a much more hostile
environment for organised crime figures and giving
police more authority to get in their faces and disrupt
their day-to-day activity.
This has rewritten the rule book, and it is already
having an impact, with criminals already complaining
about it. It is exactly the effect we wanted these
powerful laws to have. It backs in our decision not to
back the amendments that were moved by the
opposition in the upper house — amendments that were
based on their lack of trust in police to make these
orders, amendments that wanted to make it harder for
police to issue these orders and amendments that
wanted to give the Magistrates Court the right to veto
these orders — and they wanted to do this because they
were more interested in looking after criminals than
they were in looking after community safety.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is now proceeding to debate issues rather than
make a ministers statement. I ask you to bring her back
to compliance with sessional orders.
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The SPEAKER — The minister to come back to
making a statement.
Ms NEVILLE — We did not give in to these
amendments; we gave police what they needed to
disrupt these crimes. I have a message for those who
might seek to help out their mates, their organised
crime mates. Leader of the Opposition: tell your friends
that there are more orders coming their way.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is defying your instruction to her not to debate
the issue and she is also now in breach of standing
order 118 regarding imputations. I ask you to bring the
minister back to order.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister to continue
making a statement.
Ms NEVILLE — So it is a Labor government that
gives police what they need: the resources and the
powers to keep our community safe.

RULINGS BY THE CHAIR
Questions without notice
The SPEAKER (11:53) — Yesterday in question
time the manager of opposition business raised a point
of order requesting that I review the answers to the
substantive and supplementary questions about Murray
Basin rail asked by the Leader of The Nationals — I
think it was question 5, if my memory serves me
correctly. I have reviewed Hansard and I rule that the
Minister for Public Transport’s answers to both
questions were responsive.

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Murray Plains electorate
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (11:53) — (14 493)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Public
Transport, and it is on behalf of the Rochester Lions
Club, which is developing the Forbesy Rochester
Sports Museum. VicTrack Property advised the club in
early March this year that they would lease the
Rochester railway station building to house their
museum, but VicTrack has now advised the club that
the station is not in a leasable state and needs repairs.
The question to the minister is: can she have those
works expedited to enable the Rochester Sports
Museum to have a home, so John Forbes can finally see
his collection of sports memorabilia displayed for
everyone to enjoy?
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Narre Warren South electorate
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) (11:54) —
(14 494) My question is to the Minister for Education
and concerns the new shared facilities at Narre Warren
South P–12 College. I ask: when will construction kick
off on the new soccer pitch at Narre Warren South P–
12 College? The new $1.5 million facility will feature a
synthetic pitch with floodlighting and training facilities,
perfect for lunchtime use by students and after-school
use by local soccer clubs. This fantastic new soccer
pitch will be shared between the school and the local
community, ensuring more young people have access
to facilities where they can stay fit and healthy. I, the
school and members of my local community are eager
to see our teams shoot for goal on the new pitch, and I
look forward to construction kicking off soon.

Eildon electorate
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (11:55) — (14 495) My
question is directed to the Minister for Education.
Toolangi Primary School is a small rural school
situated on the edge of the Toolangi State Forest. The
students take pride in their school, their town and their
country. Sadly, though, they do not have a flagpole to
fly the Australian flag. The department have told them
they are on their own and will have to cover the costs of
the flagpole out of their budget or through fundraising.
Flagpoles are not cheap and a small school like
Toolangi has very limited means to raise funds.
This is in stark contrast to the experience of Footscray
City Primary School. The member for Footscray
gloated in this place on 6 March about how she had
written and spoken to the minister and had been
guaranteed that she would be able to get a second
flagpole for that school. Minister, Toolangi does not
even have one flagpole. Can you please tell the
community at Toolangi Primary School what is the best
way for them to work with the Department of
Education and Training to secure a flagpole with
internal rigging so that they can fly the Australian flag?
Small schools should not be ignored.

Broadmeadows electorate
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (11:56) —
(14 496) My constituency question is to the Minister for
Education. Which secondary schools in Broadmeadows
are receiving new apprenticeships and traineeships
under the Head Start program? Head Start will deliver
up to 1700 new apprenticeships and traineeships at
100 secondary schools across Victoria, giving local
students more support to study an apprenticeship or
traineeship at school. Students can stay at school an
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extra year to finish their Victorian certificate of applied
learning, Victorian certificate of education and their
apprenticeships while spending more time doing
important, paid on-the-job training. Schools will get
additional support and funding to help run Head Start.
This includes a school-based Head Start coordinator to
help deliver the initiative, providing employment and
vocational pathway advice and one-on-one support to
students. Head Start will provide apprenticeships
targeted at priority industries and traditional trades like
construction, defence and health, with enterprise
apprenticeships and traineeships to be developed that
target high-technology areas needed for the jobs of the
future. The Victorian budget provided $50 million to
deliver Head Start.

Nepean electorate
Mr DIXON (Nepean) (11:57) — (14 497) My
question is to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety.
What is the revised timetable for the wire rope barrier
installation, including revegetation, on the Mornington
Peninsula Freeway from Rosebud through to Peninsula
Link? Due to incredibly bad planning and delays
Mornington Peninsula residents and visitors have had
to put up with almost daily delays on the freeway for
nearly a year now. Massive removal of vegetation and
the mulching of native fauna — yes, fauna — along the
freeway reserve has angered residents, who now have
to put up with increased noise and lights from the
freeway. This is on top of VicRoads confirming and
admitting above recommended decibel levels of noise
from the freeway. Over 100 affected residents last week
attended a public meeting to protest noise levels and are
threatening major disruption on the freeway over the
coming long weekend as a protest. The Mornington
Peninsula Freeway is the only Victorian freeway
running through a built-up area without noise walls
installed. I can understand the residents’ anger.

Macedon electorate
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (11:58) — (14 498) My
question is for the Minister for Training and Skills in
the other place. Minister, the previous Liberal
government cut TAFE in the Macedon Ranges, closing
a small but important campus in Kyneton. With our
government’s investment and plan to deliver 30 priority
non-apprenticeship courses and
18 government-subsidised apprenticeship pathway
courses free of charge, can you please inform me how
the free TAFE for priority courses initiative and the
30 000 extra training places funded in this year’s
budget will benefit those in my electorate?
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Rowville electorate
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (11:58) — (14 499) The
question I wish to raise is for the Minister for
Education. Minister, how much capital funding was
there for each school in the Rowville electorate in the
2018–19 Victorian state budget, because when I looked
in the budget papers, I could not find one cent?
Minister, education is vitally important to parents in the
Rowville electorate. The quality of the educational
facilities that local students can access in their own area
plays a big role in where parents choose to send their
children. Good quality, well-resourced and maintained
local schools give students and parents greater choice
and access to affordable public education close to
home. It is well known that students from Rowville
frequently travel to schools in Glen Waverley and
elsewhere to pursue education at larger, more
high-profile schools. The demand on these schools is
enormous and growing with population growth in the
outer eastern suburbs.

Ivanhoe electorate
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (11:59) — (14 500) My
constituency question is for the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety, and I ask: can the minister provide
information on the progress of the $110 million
duplication of the Chandler Highway bridge? The
recent opening of the Darebin–Yarra trail link and of
course the removal of the Grange Road level crossing
are key improvements to the congestion hotspots in my
community. Completing the duplication of the
Chandler Highway bridge is expected to save motorists
up to 20 minutes during their commute, and it is also
creating more than 100 jobs during construction. We
are also aware that there are some 44 000 drivers who
use the Chandler Highway bridge every day. I look
forward to hearing information from the minister on the
progress and the completion date of this important
project, as it is not only a vital community link to the
eastern suburbs and the city for people in the Ivanhoe
electorate but also a great commonsense project, and I
am pleased that the Andrews Labor government is
delivering on that commitment.

South Barwon electorate
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) (12:00) — (14 501)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Public
Transport. When will the minister report to the Geelong
public about her review into staff sicknesses causing
numerous train cancellations on the Geelong line? This
week the Geelong Advertiser reported that more than
100 trains had been delayed due to staff illness this year
and in May more than half the train cancellations or
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alterations due to staff sicknesses were between
Monday and Friday. They noted that on Monday,
4 June, four trains were cancelled due to staff
sicknesses. During this year, seven services were
cancelled in January, 19 in February, 33 in March, eight
in April and 31 in May. Quite rightly, the Geelong
V/Line commuters are very frustrated by this and they
want answers as to why staff illnesses and sicknesses
are causing these constant delays and cancellations.

Sunbury electorate
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) (12:01) — (14 502) My
question is for the Minister for Sport. What is the latest
information on the application for the Diggers Rest
Recreation Reserve oval 1 sports lighting project? I
understand that this application to the country football
and netball program involves the removal of the
current non-compliant sports field lighting and the
construction of new lighting. I am very familiar with
this area, having spent a number of years training and
playing at the recreation reserve, and I know the
importance of the lighting upgrade. Local players, club
staff and supporters love their club. They work hard
each and every week to make it as successful as it can
be and are well-respected and well-regarded in the
community. Sport and recreation are integral to many
Victorians. Some 3.9 million Victorians, over 65 per
cent of the population, participate in sport or active
recreation each and every week. This government is
investing in sport to ensure that things are fair and that
no-one gets left behind.

ADVANCING THE TREATY PROCESS
WITH ABORIGINAL VICTORIANS
BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) (12:02) — It is an
enormous privilege and my responsibility to stand in
this place to make my contribution on the Advancing
the Treaty Process with Aboriginal Victorians
Bill 2018. I do so as a non-Indigenous woman living on
Taungurung land and as a member of this place whose
electorate spans the lands not just of the Taungurung
but also the Wurundjeri and the Dja Dja Wurrung
people. I pay my respects to their elders past and
present and to any elders who may be here today.
I also want to acknowledge the member for Northcote
as the first Aboriginal woman elected to this place, and
in doing so I note that she is only the 88th woman to
have ever been elected to this chamber. I make that
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point by way of recognising that our Parliament has
never been a place that truly represents the diversity of
our community and that the winds of change blow very,
very, very slowly through the corridors of power.
That is why it is so vitally important that when those of
us who are on the side of fairness, inclusion and
respect, those of us who believe in self-determination
and dignity, find we have the power and the
opportunity to advance the interests of those who have
been marginalised and excluded, we must seize that
opportunity. So as a member of this place I feel
honoured to have the opportunity to speak in support of
this bill and lend my voice in support of the more than
7000 Aboriginal Victorians who have worked towards
this day and have so strongly supported the push for
treaty in this state.
This is a bill born of optimism, resilience and trust. The
Aboriginal people of this state have endured
colonisation, dispossession, assimilation and massacre;
their children have been stolen and their culture has
been trampled on. And yet through all of this the people
who are the custodians of the oldest living culture in the
world have said to us that, ‘Despite all that has gone
before, we will live and work with you — but we want
treaty and we want it now’.
Let us take a moment to remember that Australia is the
only commonwealth nation not yet to have a treaty with
its First Nations people. This bill provides the
architecture and the strong foundations on which treaty
can be built, including the establishment of an
Aboriginal Representative Body and for the state to
recognise the Aboriginal Representative Body as its
sole counterpart and representative of Aboriginal
Victorians in establishing the elements necessary to
support treaty negotiations.
The bill enshrines the following guiding principles for
the treaty process, which will govern the relationship
between the Aboriginal Representative Body and the
state, and apply to future participants in the treaty
process, including self-determination and
empowerment, fairness and equality, partnership and
good faith, mutual benefit and sustainability, and
transparency and accountability.
The bill requires that the Aboriginal Representative
Body and the state work together to establish by
agreement the following elements necessary to support
future treaty negotiations: an independent treaty
authority to facilitate negotiations; a treaty negotiation
framework that sets out the process for negotiations;
and a self-determination fund to empower Aboriginal
Victorians to participate in the treaty process on an
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equal footing with the state, and to build capacity,
wealth and prosperity.
The bill requires the Aboriginal Representative Body
and the state to enter into an agreement that sets out a
process for resolving any disputes that may arise
between the Aboriginal Representative Body and the
state in the course of performing their functions, as set
out in the bill. The bill requires the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs and the Aboriginal Representative
Body to report annually to Parliament on progress
towards treaty.
Clause 30 also goes on to outline the minimum matters
the treaty negotiation framework must set out. These
include: the process for negotiating and agreeing to a
treaty or treaties; thresholds for entering negotiations;
the matters that are outside the scope of a treaty; how
disputes will be resolved; mechanisms for enforcing a
treaty or treaties; and any treaty reporting requirements.
The treaty can address issues only within our state’s
jurisdiction and may cover a broad range of issues.
Those commonly raised by the Aboriginal community
in consultation forums include rights, representation
and reconciliation. This legislation is not being done to
Aboriginal people; it is from Aboriginal people.
I am not going to spend too much time on the weasel
words of members of the Liberal and National parties
except to say this. We have seen it time and time again;
the conservatives will never cede control or authority.
Their policy positions in relation to Aboriginal people
are deeply rooted in paternalism, and they remain at
their core opposed to self-determination. Let’s
remember that they dismantled the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Commission and that they
rejected the key recommendation of the Uluru
Statement from the Heart to deliver an Indigenous
voice to Parliament — and here in this Parliament they
stand ready to reject this great step towards fairness for
Aboriginal people.
So much for the Leader of the Opposition’s
commitment to modernise the Liberal Party. In a Farrah
Tomazin piece back in 2015 she reported that, and said:
… those who know him will tell you he’s long been a
proponent of inclusion and diversity.

She went on to say:
Time will tell whether the opposition’s actions match the
rhetoric.

Well, I say to Farrah Tomazin: time has gone on and
what we can see is that members of this Liberal Party
under the member for Bulleen’s leadership have gone
backwards. They have gone to the extreme
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conservative end, and that is evidenced by their
mean-spirited rejection of this bill. But here’s a
challenge which I throw down to the Liberals and to the
Nationals: why not give your members a conscience
vote on this bill? There are good and decent people on
your side of politics, many of whom represent areas
with large Aboriginal populations, many of whom will
have participated in the development of this bill. I know
that those members, if they were given the opportunity,
would vote in support of this bill. So I throw that
challenge down to the Liberal and National parties:
give your members a conscience vote. By saying no to
this bill you are saying to Aboriginal people that you do
not trust them to make decisions affecting their own
lives — and that is truly shameful. We know that
self-determination is absolutely critical to moving
forward. In order to close the gap we must do what we
can to ensure that Aboriginal people are in control of
their own lives.
As to the position of the Greens, I say this: the minister
has listened; Aboriginal people have spoken. Of course
there remains a diversity of views in the Aboriginal
community, as one would expect and hope. There have
been many diverse views, as one would expect on a
reform of this nature, but I say again: in the spirit of
optimism that has given birth to this bill, please do not
be the party that sets back the cause of treaty. Because
if you vote against this bill, be sure of this: treaty will
be set back not just by years but by decades. Do not be
that party, because if you fail to support this bill, that is
what will happen, and the hopes, aspirations and
countless hours of work that thousands of Aboriginal
people have put in to bring us to this place today will be
for naught.
I grew up in the Mitta Valley on the land of the
Yaitmathang people, and for six generations my family
have lived on that land. Despite going to school in
Wodonga and Tallangatta, my family owning a general
store in Tangambalanga and playing netball for Kiewa,
where these beautiful place names spoke of the
Aboriginal people who had been the custodians of this
land for tens of thousands of years, as a child I had no
conception of the history, the culture and the traditions
of the people who must have lived on the land that my
family farmed. Little did I know also of the terrible
impacts of colonisation on the people who, as I said, for
thousands of years had called that land their home. I am
very pleased to say that much has changed, but so much
more needs to be done, including truth telling, the
preservation and celebration of language and culture
and the education of all Victorians.
I feel privileged to speak on this bill. I want to thank the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, I want to thank the
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Aboriginal treaty commissioner, Jill Gallagher, AO,
and I want to thank each of the Aboriginal Victorians
who have participated in consultations and forums over
the past two years, including traditional owners, elders,
clans and family groups. I also want to thank the
community assembly members who took the time to
brief me and outline why this bill is so important. This
bill is not the end; it is a beginning. I urge the Greens
party to get behind it and I urge the Liberal and
National parties to allow their members a conscience
vote on this bill. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (12:12) — I am pleased to
have the opportunity to speak on the Advancing the
Treaty Process with Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018. I
also would like to start by acknowledging the
traditional owners and custodians of the land on which
this Parliament stands and pay my respects to their
elders, past and present, elders of all Victorian
Aboriginal peoples and elders of other Aboriginal
people who may be here today.
This is a bill which seeks to provide a foundation for
future treaty negotiations to take place between
Aboriginal Victorians and the state. Importantly, and in
line with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, it explicitly acknowledges the
treaty process must be guided by Aboriginal
self-determination and enshrines that relationship
between a future Aboriginal representative body and
the Victorian government as equal partners. The bill
sets a timeline for the establishment of this Aboriginal
representative body by July 2019 and outlines
functional guiding principles for the treaty process:
self-determination and empowerment; fairness and
equality; partnership and good faith; mutual benefit and
sustainability; and transparency and accountability.
What I believe is a particularly important aspect of this
bill is that it provides for the active engagement with
treaty by Aboriginal Victorians at every step of the
process. As the minister indicated in her second-reading
speech, Aboriginal Victorians led by the Aboriginal
Treaty Working Group have been working for nearly
two years to design what their representative body will
look like. This means Aboriginal people will have an
equal say in not only any outcomes of treaty but how the
treaty is developed. They will have equal input on the
formation of a treaty authority to act as an independent
umpire of the treaty process, the framework for how
treaty will be negotiated and reported, how disputes will
be resolved and what criteria must be met for a party to
enter into treaty negotiations.
Critically it also requires the creation of a
self-determination fund, and that is to adequately
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resource Aboriginal Victorians to participate in the
process. So while the bill does not prescribe a dollar
amount, I think we could conclude that, given the equal
status between Aboriginal people and the state, it
should be sufficient to ensure that the outcomes of the
bill can be achieved.
It is interesting that as we debate this bill here today the
National Native Title Conference is currently taking
place in Broome, and that is being convened by the
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Studies and the Kimberley Land Council.
Native title has of course been active across the country
for over 25 years now, with a range of different
outcomes for different peoples. The theme of this year’s
conference in Broome is ‘Many Laws, One Land:
Legal and Political Co-existence’ and it really marks
the anniversary of the passing of the Native Title Act in
1993. Of course we all know that the Native Title Act
was really the response to the Mabo case from the
1990s, a landmark case that we all learned about and
know about now and which was really the first to
recognise that original ownership of land in Australia.
The first case under the Native Title Act was the Yorta
Yorta case, which was a case involving land that
extended from Deniliquin, north of the Murray River,
down to Seymour, way across towards Swan Hill and
then back towards Wangaratta, so it was a very large
claim area. In 1993 when that case commenced it was
met with considerable shock in the regions that it
encompassed because native title had in a lot of ways
come out of the blue to many people, and so the claim
for exclusive use and possession of all Crown land and
waters certainly seemed like a threat at the time. The
case took over 12 years to finally reach the High Court,
and of course, as we all know, the standard legal tests
that needed to be met could not be met by the Yorta
Yorta people, and there was a finding that there was no
native title across the lands that were claimed.
I often regret the fact that that was the first case that was
brought on mainland Australia. I think to try to develop
the law in an area that was so closely settled from such
an early time was such a big ask. Had that first case
happened in Western Australia, the Northern Territory
or Queensland, we would have had a body of law
developing in areas where the disruption to Aboriginal
communities by farming and colonisation in many ways
was not as great, and the connectedness to land that you
had to prove under the Native Title Act would have
been an easier task. It was such a hard ask in northern
Victoria to be able to make those legal elements stand
up, and of course that could not be achieved.
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After that there have of course been many, many cases
over the years — 25 years history now of native title.
People are looking back to see what it has achieved,
and I am sure at that conference in Broome there will
be some very interesting reflections on how it is going.
There are presently Native Title Act reforms before the
federal Parliament as we speak. At that conference is
our own Jill Gallagher, who is the Victorian treaty
advancement commissioner. She is participating in a
panel discussion about this very issue alongside other
Aboriginal leaders, including Professor Mick Dodson,
the director of the National Centre for Indigenous
Studies at the Australian National University; Marcus
Stewart; and various other traditional owners.
I note that while Victoria is pursuing its treaty agenda,
treaty negotiations in South Australia have stalled since
the change of government in March 2018. Like
Victoria, the South Australian government began
discussions with its Aboriginal communities in 2016,
and in February this year it signed an agreement with
the Narungga people as the state’s first step towards a
treaty with an Aboriginal group. Also like Victoria,
concerns were raised about the level of community
consultation, which in South Australia actually resulted
in Supreme Court proceedings as a result of actions by
three Narungga women. Treaty negotiations were
officially paused in April in South Australia with the
incoming change of government, and the commissioner
there has been tasked with reviewing the lessons
learned from the process to date. So it has effectively
stalled in South Australia.
I think it is interesting to note that New Zealand of
course had a treaty from such an early stage. It is a very
different landscape there, where that single treaty was
initiated very early on. For us it seems to be a long and
tortuous affair. Canada indeed has worked for a long
time on treaties. Again in Canada, rather than the single
treaty that New Zealand appears to have adopted, they
are looking at individual agreements with different
groups — not necessarily on a state-by-state basis, but
rather with different groups.
Previous speakers on this bill have raised a
comprehensive commonwealth treaty as a preferable
outcome for Australia, and they see the fact that the
commonwealth should be working on that as something
that is important. I take the view that this is a good
piece of legislation. It is only a step in the direction of a
treaty. It needs to bring together so many people, and
we can see from previous speakers, in particular the
member for Northcote, that there are remaining issues. I
must say, from my years of experience in the native
title field, it is extremely hard to bring disparate groups
of people together. There are many, many clans across
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Victoria. I think we often run the risk of thinking that
Aboriginal people are just Aboriginal people — one
group. They are simply not; they are a very disparate
group of people. There were many, many clans across
Victoria and across Australia long before we came.
They all functioned and operated differently for
themselves and individually, so the challenges that they
face in getting to a point where they can put a treaty
together or put a proposal to government for a treaty
will be long and tortuous. It has been long and tortuous
just to get to this point.
I would certainly encourage Aboriginal communities to
work together as best they can to come up with a
solution and an outcome that will be acceptable to
government. It is a partnership, so everyone needs to be
working together. I also welcome the fact that this sort
of process will let other people know what is
happening. I think out there in the community there is a
great ignorance about treaty and what it might all mean,
so the process ought to educate everyone out in our
community — not just the Aboriginal community, but
the wider community — so that when the time comes
to actually put a treaty on the table and look at whether
it is acceptable the community, the wider Victorian
community, will understand and know what it means,
what it is about and will hopefully be accepting of it.
Mr WYNNE (Minister for Planning) (12:22) — I
rise to make a contribution to the Advancing the Treaty
Process with Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018. I am
delighted to have this opportunity, and I come to this
debate firstly by saying that we acknowledge the
traditional owners of the land on which we are meeting
and we pay our respects to elders past and present.
In standing here today, I just want to reflect on what an
extraordinary, moving introduction of this bill we had,
when Aboriginal elders came into this chamber and
spoke to the chamber about the importance of this bill
and indeed a pathway towards treaty. This was I think a
very moving moment for the Parliament and, I know, a
moving moment for the Aboriginal community as well.
I just also want to reflect on the fact that of course
previous to that the very first time Aboriginal people
had come to stand on the floor of this chamber and to
speak in their language was of course the Yarra River
Protection (Wilip-gin Birrarung murron) Bill 2017,
which I had the honour of putting together along with
other colleagues. Only last week we had a meeting and
a launch of a 50-year vision for the Yarra River with
the Wurundjeri people, who are at the centre and at the
heart of that great bill, the Yarra protection bill. It was a
wonderful morning. Throughout the smoking ceremony
and the conversations that occurred there it was clear
just how important this bill was and continues to be in
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the life of the Wurundjeri people, who so respect the
importance of the Yarra River to their cultural and
spiritual life.
As a former Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, I want to
absolutely pay my respects to the current Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, who by any measure has pushed
the cause of reconciliation for our Aboriginal
community in Victoria further than anybody has. Her
work on this groundbreaking treaty legislation is an
enormous credit to her. Frankly I stand in awe of the
work that she has done in this space. I know she has
put an enormous effort into this personally, and I again
want to publicly acknowledge that work today on
behalf of the Andrews government.
I now want to talk about some of the key aspects of this
bill. Firstly, it is to advance the treaty process with
Aboriginal Victorians in a manner that embeds
self-determination. If I learned anything at all as the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, I understood that there
were two key elements to any association that you have
with Aboriginal people. The first is the critical
association of Aboriginal people to their land. That is
absolutely fundamental. It is the bedrock on which this
treaty negotiation will stand. The second is the respect
for and the centrality of self-determination. These are
the two key principles that must guide a respectful
relationship between this Parliament, this government
and the Aboriginal community more generally. I
understand that, and self-determination is absolutely
embedded in the bill itself.
The second aspect is to enshrine in the bill a
relationship between the Aboriginal Representative
Body and the state as equal partners by requiring them
to work together to establish elements necessary to
support future treaty negotiations. The third aspect is to
enshrine in the bill guiding principles for the treaty
process that the Aboriginal Representative Body, the
state and participants in future negotiations must act in
accord with. The final aspect is to meet public
commitments to legislate the Victorian government’s
commitment to a treaty process.
The bill enshrines the following principles for the treaty
process, and these are very important. They will
obviously govern the relationship between the
Aboriginal Representative Body and the state, and will
apply to future participants in the treaty process. They
include self-determination and empowerment, fairness
and equity, partnership and good faith, mutual benefit
and sustainability, and transparency and accountability.
I cannot think of a better person to lead this process,
apart from the minister herself, than that great
Victorian, Jill Gallagher, who of course is the Victorian
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treaty advancement commissioner — a person of
eminence and a person of huge respect within the
Aboriginal community — and I absolutely
acknowledge the great work that she has done.
We know that leading up to this point the treaty process
has been — and I would absolutely agree with the
minister in her conviction that it has been — the most
extensive and inclusive process of its kind to harness
the voices of Aboriginal Victorians. Consultation has
been undertaken in the Victorian Aboriginal
community for more than two years. The process has
engaged over 7000 Aboriginal Victorians, who strongly
supported the push for treaty in this state. Indeed
Aboriginal Victorians rejected constitutional
recognition and instead called for a treaty at a statewide
forum in, I believe, February 2016. That statewide
forum was the first of its kind in more than 20 years, so
it was a symbolic and important conversation. In a
historic move for this country our government
submitted the first piece of treaty legislation, as I
indicated, with that very moving ceremony in March.
It is to the great detriment of our state and of our
country that Australia is the only commonwealth
country not to have a treaty with the First Nations
people. This bill commits the government to negotiate a
treaty with its Aboriginal people. Obviously if the bill is
passed — and we sincerely hope the bill will be
passed — the government will progress treaty with
Aboriginal Victorians.
In the brief couple of minutes I have left, I want to say
that I have listened very carefully to the contribution by
the member for Northcote and to the number of issues
that she has raised, particularly in relation to the
representative structure and the important role of clans
and so forth. We will be taking this bill into a
consideration-in-detail process tomorrow afternoon
when there will be an extensive opportunity to examine
the bill in far more detail. I think that speaks to the
commitment that the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
has to seek to enter into a meaningful negotiation and to
listen carefully to the views of the member for
Northcote and to see if there is a capacity to reach an
accommodation around some of the fundamental
concerns that the member for Northcote and, as I
understand it, the Greens more collectively have. We
will enter that conversation tomorrow through the
consideration-in-detail process, and I will be very
pleased to sit with the minister to provide her with any
support that she needs to see if we can reach across and
try to achieve at least some level of accommodation
with the Greens political party, because we believe that
this bill is so fundamental. We do not want to be in a
position where we are in a severe conflict around this.
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There was clearly an opportunity through the Uluru
Statement from the Heart for the federal government to
show leadership in this space. This was an
extraordinary opportunity only a year ago where
Aboriginal people from across the country came
together really seeking leadership from the federal
government and having them say, ‘We hear your voice.
We hear what you need in terms of having your voice
articulated at a federal level’. Sadly the federal
government stepped away from that. The Andrews
government will not step away from this. We will
negotiate in good faith with the Greens political party.
We will negotiate with the opposition. This is too
important an initiative to let go. I commend the bill to
the house.
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) (12:32) — I rise
to support the Advancing the Treaty Process with
Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018. I also acknowledge the
traditional owners and custodians of this land and pay
my respects to elders past and present, and to elders
from other communities who may be here. I also pay
my respects to all our first Australians.
This bill is about paving the way to support and
facilitate future treaty negotiations between Aboriginal
Victorians and the state of Victoria. What this means is
that there will be a treaty authority, a treaty negotiating
framework and a self-determination fund, as decided by
an Aboriginal Representative Body, which is expected
to be established if this bill goes through by July 2019.
This bill does more than simply set out new legislation.
Enshrined in it is the respect and trust that we should
have for the traditional owners of Victoria. We know
that when Aboriginal people are in control of their lives
we see better outcomes across their social, cultural and
economic development. Studies have shown that there
are clear links between the self-determination of a
community and treaty and improved outcomes for
Indigenous people. It makes sense that Victoria
includes Aboriginal Victorians and provides their
representatives with the responsibility and power to
make decisions that affect them. The Aboriginal Treaty
Working Group represents the diversity of the Victorian
Aboriginal people and has been instrumental in
developing this bill and designing the Aboriginal
Representative Body.
Once this has been established through the election of
the body, it will work with the state to establish the
treaty authority by agreement. Of course, none of this,
even up to now, has been easy. It is always difficult
when approaching new issues and new things to bring
people with you, but as I understand it the majority of
people are in support of treaty with the state
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government. It is not right for the government to make
all the decisions regarding Aboriginal affairs. This bill
will ensure that self-determination of Aboriginal
Victorians is protected and upheld in the future.
Aboriginal culture and traditions must be considered
special and a respected part of our state. The Andrews
Labor government is committed to the rights of
Aboriginal people.
It saddens me to see the opposition putting up obstacles,
excuses and barriers as Victorians about why we cannot
proceed with treaty or even the first steps to negotiating
a treaty, because that is what we are talking about today.
We are talking about putting in place the steps that could
be the best and most possible way forward in order to
negotiate a treaty into the future. These are the first steps
that we all must take, and we should not be putting up
barriers, making excuses or talking about reasons why
we should not do it. It is far too late now; we need to do
something now. Today is the day that we should be
supporting this bill and voting for it to proceed.
In the northern suburbs, in and around the electorate of
Thomastown, which I represent, Aboriginal traditions
and cultures have played, of course, an essential, vital
and important role in all aspects of our history. In terms
of the northern suburbs, there are the names of various
parts of the City of Whittlesea. For example, Wollert is
derived from the word ‘walert’, meaning possum, and
Bundoora is derived from ‘Keelbundoora’, who was a
young boy present at the signing of the Batman treaty.
The Wurundjeri-willam clan travelled and cared for the
land which we now know as the City of Whittlesea,
searching for fresh water, food and shelter. There were
many cultural ceremonies and negotiations held at
many of the sacred sites in the area. I understand that
over 70 of these sacred sites still exist in the area today,
as well as many more registered cultural heritage
places. All of these areas are recognised and used by
Aboriginal people.
According to the latest census data, the Thomastown
electorate is home to some 700 people of Aboriginal
heritage, and Thomastown is home to an important
community organisation, the Bubup Wilam children’s
centre, which is a fantastic Aboriginal child and family
centre. It is a centre that provides a unique and very
successful model providing support and services to
improve opportunities for Aboriginal families and
children living in the northern suburbs. It is a service
that provides exceptional training for young Aboriginal
people in areas such as child care as well as, of course,
first-rate education and learning for children at
the centre.
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I have been very honoured and privileged to be able to
attend on occasions — I think normally on a Monday
morning at the start of the week — the traditional
smoking ceremony which all the children at the centre
are involved in. I remember Lisa Thorpe, who runs the
centre, telling me a story of a young mother who said
she was so proud. She had tears in her eyes when she
was telling Lisa that she heard her three-year-old
daughter in the back seat of the car talking about
acknowledging the traditional owners of the land and
paying her respects to elders past and present. How full
of pride she was that her daughter, at three years old,
was already understanding Aboriginal heritage and
culture and had such a feeling of pride in identifying
with her Aboriginal heritage.
This bill will set the foundation for a strong
treaty-making process through strengthened
independence for Aboriginal Victorians as they design
and negotiate treaty. It is important as a bill, because it
will create an Aboriginal Representative Body, which
will work on equal footing with the Victorian state to
make important decisions on Aboriginal affairs. It also
means that the state of Victoria and the Aboriginal
Representative Body will equally be able to work
together to establish parts of a treaty negotiation
framework as well as a treaty authority. This is an open
and inclusive process. One important thing that this bill
establishes is that it prevents the government from
establishing a treaty process without the proper
involvement and consent of Aboriginal Victorians.
This bill does not exclude groups, communities, clans
or people from participating in this process, and that
means Victorian traditional owners, clans, family
groups and all other people of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander descent who are living in Victoria. It is a
treaty that will benefit not only Aboriginal Victorians; I
believe it will benefit all Victorians by strengthening
our sense of the value of and our respect for the First
Australians’ culture, faith and history, and from that we
will all be better people with a better sense of
belonging. An overwhelming majority of Aboriginal
Victorians and other Victorians have been calling for a
treaty for some time now. Although there are some
voices who may not agree, it is crucial that with this bill
we allow the process to begin, the debates to be had and
the discussions to be continued.
It means that Aboriginal Victorians will have access to
consultation forums to discuss their rights, how they
will be represented and reconciliation in Victoria. It
means that Aboriginal Victorians will have a voice to
our state Parliament, and this is important in that it will
allow a level of self-sufficiency, as Indigenous
Victorians will have the right representation. It will not
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be up to the government to decide how Aboriginal
Victorians will be represented; it will be through the
self-determination of Aboriginal Victorians — they will
decide what a representative body should look like,
who should be in it and how it will consult. This bill
lays out the framework for a streamlined formation of
that Aboriginal Representative Body in Victoria.
In the short time that I have left, I guess I just want to
reiterate that it is so important that this legislation goes
through. I understand that there are negotiations in
order to have this legislation passed and that the
government is not against talking to various people
about the way the bill may be improved. However, the
basic elements of it really need to stay, and that is the
representative bodies determined by Aboriginal people
in Victoria — that they are the ones that are front and
centre and that lead the way. The Labor government
has consistently built on and supported Aboriginal
rights in this country; whether it be Gough Whitlam,
Paul Keating or Kevin Rudd, these are federal prime
ministers that have taken many steps on the path to
reconciliation, but more needs to be done.
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) (12:42) — I rise to stand
and acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on
which we stand today and pay my respects to their
elders past and present. This is a very difficult piece of
legislation that I have to talk on today, because if you
have a look at the history of our Aboriginal people here
in Australia it is a very sad history. There has been
acknowledgement on all sides of the house in terms of
the awful situation they faced after 1778 and the
struggles they had as a people to be recognised and to
be able to determine for themselves how they live on
country, how they live in Australia and how they make
their own decisions. It has been the progressives within
Australian society that have supported that position,
including the Liberal government in the 1960s with the
1967 referendum. We then had the great Gough
Whitlam, with Mr Lingiari, and the changes that
occurred under his term of government. Then we had
recognition through both the Hawke and Keating
governments and now through this government, the
Andrews Labor government.
My great disappointment is that there are three groups
within this Parliament that are not supporting the
progression, self-determination and treaty process as
outlined in this bill before us today. One is the Liberal
Party, and in my budget contribution I will talk about
the Liberal Party and how they have been taken over by
the right. Certainly there is the National Party, and I
heard the contribution by the honourable member for
Mildura yesterday, and I will come back to him. And
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the other one is the Greens political party, and I will
have a lot to say about the Greens political party.
But if we have a look at the progressives within
Australian society, you only have to read the Saturday
Paper, last Saturday’s edition, which outlines the Uluru
Statement from the Heart, which was rejected offhand.
Mr Liebler, who undertook that work, absolutely
devastates the Turnbull government and Prime Minister
Turnbull because of their response to the Uluru
Statement from the Heart. It is really interesting to note
that the honourable member for Northcote walked out
of the Uluru statement. She walked out of a process that
had been going for two years and was a sincere process
that the Aboriginal people in Australia had undertaken
to try and work through the issues. If you have a look at
the Saturday Paper, the Uluru statement is an
extremely important document in terms of what we are
discussing here today, because people from the Liberal
Party and the National Party have said that it has to be
the responsibility of the commonwealth to undertake
treaty. But all through this process the commonwealth
has walked away, has not been at the table with
Aboriginal people and has not been there to have those
discussions in a true, honest and sincere way. And so it
is up to the states to do this.
I go to former Premier, the honourable Ted Baillieu.
When he put in place the process, the joint party
committee, to have a look at child sexual assault,
people could have said then that it is a federal
responsibility and that the Catholic Church is a federal
body throughout Australia, but we took the initiative.
Premier Baillieu took the initiative. And then it was
followed by Prime Minister Gillard with the royal
commission to expose those criminals. So it is false to
have a position where it has to be palmed off to the
federal government, because they are not taking a
sincere and true position on this matter.
I have read the bill and I have read the amendments,
and I will come to them. The amendments that have
been put by the honourable member for Northcote, as I
read them — and I am not going to be disrespectful to
elders — are undemocratic, because the people that she
is promoting to be the spokespeople and the
determiners of the process going into the future are
locking out a range of people from the Aboriginal
communities. If they are not in clans, if they are not in
those groupings of people, they are locked out. She says
that these things are going to be determined by others.
No, Aboriginal people will determine this. Aboriginal
people will determine this process through a democratic
process that they work through, that they determine,
that they will think about and work their way through.

Wednesday, 6 June 2018

It is interesting to note that the honourable member for
Northcote was on the Aboriginal working group, and
she walked away from that as well. She walked away
from Uluru and she walked away from the working
group. It is difficult if whenever you try and sincerely
work through the difficulties of treaty, especially when
you have the opposition parties opposing this process,
the Greens political party through the honourable
member for Northcote also oppose the process.
It will be interesting to see what their response is
tomorrow because the Greens political party have form
on this. Whether it is the emissions trading scheme,
whether it is the Tasmanian forest agreement, whether
it is keeping nuclear power stations from Victoria —
they oppose them all. They have a decision: whether
they support this legislation and the amendments that
the government brings in tomorrow or whether they
vote with the Liberal Party and the National Party for a
generation to withdraw from this process and withdraw
from the treaty discussions and the hard discussions that
Aboriginal people will need to have over the next few
years. That is what I find really difficult. This process
itself has been a two-year consultation. It has involved
discussions with 7000 people. The honourable member
for Northcote had 40 people in here. I would support
7000 people before 40 people anytime, because that
will only expand through this process.
It is important for honourable members to support this
legislation. This is a once-in-a-generation,
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to give Aboriginal
people here in Victoria — and Victoria will be the
sharp end of this process for the rest of the jurisdictions
in Australia — an opportunity for treaty. We cannot
and we should not walk away from this. We cannot
make decisions based on falsehoods in terms of the
commonwealth government, and we must remain
resolute to make sure that a voice — and the voice —
for Aboriginal people is put in place as quickly
as possible.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (12:52) — I am very
pleased and very proud today as a Victorian to speak on
the Advancing the Treaty Process with Aboriginal
Victorians Bill 2018, and in doing so today I want to
acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on
which we meet and pay my respects to elders past and
present. From the outset, can I put on the record that I
think the greatest way to pay our respects to elders past
and present is to give this bill its due credit and advance
toward the treaty as soon as possible in Victoria.
I would also like to acknowledge the many tragedies
that our traditional owners have faced. Importantly this
bill begins, or continues, what has been a very, very
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long journey, but an absolutely necessary one, to make
reparations for centuries of disengagement, removal of
land and other misdeeds.
I have respectfully heard the views of many members
over the past 24 hours about how we go about gaining
treaty and self-determination for Aboriginal people,
some of whom have pointed out that there has been a
lack of consultation or engagement with people. But I
also acknowledge the 7000 individual Indigenous
members who have contributed to the consultation
process, a process which is reminiscent of the
international treaty process successfully put in place in
many countries. I would also like to point out that a
descendant of the Yiman people of Queensland, Marcia
Langton, notes that there is overwhelming support in
the community for this bill to go through. I would also
like to acknowledge the thousands of Indigenous voices
who have pushed for this for many years. This would
not have happened without their constant struggle.
I know there is not too much time left before we break,
and I would like to address a couple of points that I
have heard over the last few days. One of them is the
notion that we have frequently heard that a treaty
process can only be done at a national level. I heard the
previous speaker, and what he said made a lot of sense.
Why would we wait for a federal government that
cannot take action on the little things — or anything —
to drag its heels on this very important piece of
legislation at a national level? Yes, we have heard that
there are committees in place — there is this in place,
there is that in place, but there is no leadership from the
federal government on this treaty, which would give
our nation certainty on the current agreement and the
path ahead.
We have heard it pointed out several times, but I think
it is poignant enough to raise it again, that last year with
the Uluru Statement from the Heart the Prime Minister
missed a great opportunity. We are still left asking
ourselves: why are we the only commonwealth country
without a treaty with its First Nations people? Why
would we wait for someone else to do it? Why would
we as Victorians shirk that responsibility and not have
our own people looked after? Why would we not lead
the nation? It is an indictment of us as a nation, and as
Victorians, that we are the only commonwealth nation
without a treaty with our first people.
In the last 200 years New Zealand has had the Treaty of
Waitangi, which was adopted in 1840 when New
Zealand was being, I guess you could say, ‘settled’. But
it was a frontier period, prior to New Zealand even
being recognised as a state. Canada began treaties in
1871 — and those treaties were focused on
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settlements — that went all the way up to 1921. Those
treaties were focused a lot more on resource extraction.
I would say that, for us, we have spent 200 years
talking about this. Many generations of people have
talked about it but nothing has been done up to this
point. This bill gets us across the line, and I think today
we need smart people to make a very smart decision.
History is also a great crystal ball — it is a great way to
look into the future. Ironically it was back in 1832 that
the governor of Van Diemen’s Land reflected on his
relationship, or lack thereof, with the local first peoples
in Tasmania. Tasmania was the scene of some of the
most barbaric, bloody and chaotic treatments of first
peoples that Australia has ever seen. The Governor,
who basically oversaw, in my opinion, the ethnic
cleansing of Tasmania — this is the bloke that reflected
on his relationship after overseeing that — then said
that it was a ‘fatal error’ that a treaty had not been
entered into with the first people in Australia. Yet here
we are, after those strong words have been said,
200 years later without a treaty.
Fifty-one years ago a landmark referendum was voted
on for the country’s constitution to be changed to allow
Aborigines to be counted amongst all Australians. A
few years earlier Aborigines had been given the right to
vote in national and state elections. In 1988 Prime
Minister Bob Hawke was presented with the Barunga
Statement. Prime Minister Paul Keating, in 1992, made
the now-famous Redfern speech. In 2008 Prime
Minister Kevin Rudd delivered a long-awaited apology.
But despite those words and actions — and I note that
most of this comes from the Labor side of politics —
there is still no treaty. I would say to anyone in this
house today: do not miss the opportunity to finally take
leadership on this. Do not make excuses. Our
community wants this.
I listened to the member for Northcote’s contribution
yesterday, and I appreciate the level of work that has
gone into that contribution. I appreciate her lived
experience and I respect her lived experience. I
appreciate that my experience is a lot different. But I
would say: if we do not do this now, when do we do it?
The first steps towards a treaty with our First Nations
people needs to proceed right now. As I said at the start
of my contribution, there is no better way to pay respect
to your elders past and present than not just saying it in
words all the time but actually doing this and getting
this done — participating in the process, not walking
away, making the future.
There is no harm in Victoria doing this first. There is no
negative in Victoria doing this first. We can set the
scene for our nation. We can start making things right,
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and we can start addressing that big elephant in the
room. We call ourselves a progressive state, we call
ourselves a progressive nation, but in my opinion until
we get this done there is an elephant in the room that
needs to be addressed. I strongly, strongly commend
everyone in this house to consider that if this is not
done, what happens next? Are we going to wait another
200 years, full of excuses, or are we going to get this
done? I strongly urge people to have a good, hard think
about this and educate themselves. I strongly commend
the bill to the house.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

GRIEVANCES
The SPEAKER — The question is:
That grievances be noted.

Gembrook electorate
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (14:02) — Today I rise
first of all to grieve for students, teachers and the
Emerald community. I am speaking about Emerald
Secondary College, a school that has proudly served the
Emerald community for many decades. Over this
period of time it has had issues along the way, but it
now has a great leadership structure at the school. It has
a principal, Jodie Doble, who has been doing a
wonderful job working with the teachers, working with
the students and working with the parent community.
One of the things she has specifically raised is around
the young people at the school. There is a mentality
amongst some people in the community of saying,
‘They’re doing okay for hills kids’ or ‘They’re doing
okay for kids in Emerald’, whereas the reality is and her
view is that these young people deserve the same as
anybody else in the community. I think they should get
that, and they should get access to facilities that
everybody else has access to.
Emerald Secondary College has certain issues. We
have seen it in the news, we have seen it in the local
papers and I know we have raised it with the minister in
the past. One issue is in relation to the facilities
available in the school’s maths and science wing in
particular. Some of the concerns that have been raised
relate to an urgent repairs notice that is out at the
moment for that building. There is a need for access to
water for the fire services to be fixed. At the moment
water is leaking into the building, and I have got
pictures of that. It is difficult sometimes to describe
such things, but some of the pictures of the building
show wooden cladding that is rotting and vinyl coming
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away from the wall. When you pull it away you
actually see the rot under the vinyl. In one area there is
actually a hole in the floor. Because the school was
struggling for money and struggling to get any help for
this facility, the maintenance fix for that was to put
down a door. They have taken a door off a building and
put it over the hole in the floor, which obviously is
quite disappointing.
There are unsafe stairs and step-ups for the teacher
areas, which are not compliant with disability access
requirements these days. I think that also needs to be
rectified. That problem is probably more urgent than
most when you are talking about some of the issues in
the school. The school does have teachers with a
disability who do require access to the dais but cannot
get up there to teach their class. Stormwater downpipes
are broken, and there are even some areas where water
is leaking through the roof just above the corrosive
storage unit. As we know, for safety, a corrosive
storage unit is a locked metal unit, but over a period of
time the leaking of water has rusted away the unit. You
can imagine what would happen if water did get
through and the issues that that could cause for safety
within the school if the water mixed with some of the
chemicals in that cabinet. The local community has
been calling out for this to be fixed.
There has been no funding at the school for new
buildings. The last one built was in 2007, but since then
the only other building that was opened was in 2011,
which was the arts centre. That was actually a
community project and did not come so much from
school funding. They did receive a some small amount
of funding from the education department, but the rest
of the funding was community raised, and it was a great
facility for that local school. But now we need to start
looking at replacing these buildings and bandaid fixes
are not going to work — they are just not enough.
When you have got leaking roofs, windows that could
fall out and rotten beams holding up ceilings, you know
that you need to fix the school. It is important that those
matters are addressed immediately at Emerald
Secondary College.
I also grieve on behalf of Gembrook Primary School.
Gembrook Primary School is a wonderful school. They
have got fantastic programs running at the school. The
local community is very involved. They run market
days, they have run fetes in the past and they have a lot
of activities for the Gembrook local community,
including some involving the Puffing Billy Railway.
One of their concerns is around the safety of students at
the front of the school. Members of the house who have
driven into Melbourne today would have seen the
effects of fog. If you were on a freeway or on a
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highway driving into Melbourne — it does not matter
where you came from today — you would have been
aware of a fog alert. Fog obviously makes driving
difficult and causes distractions. Members can only
imagine what it is like up in parts of the Dandenong
Ranges when that fog comes in. It is like pea soup and
it is very, very difficult to see.
It certainly puts at risk students crossing the roads
around Gembrook Primary School. They have got a
40-kilometre-an-hour sign out the front, but it is an
old-style 40-kilometre-an-hour sign. We have raised
this issue with the education department before. The
sign has actually got mould on it and it is difficult to
see. The only fix for this is to replace that
40-kilometre-an-hour sign, but it needs to be an
electronic 40-kilometres-an-hour sign, and the location
of it needs to be moved due to a crest of a hill. I know
that the school community is very keen to see that sign
moved, and they are very keen to see safety improve for
their local students.
Another school in my electorate is Officer Primary
School. Officer Primary School is a fantastic school
which was opened in 1886. It is important to say — for
those that do not understand the Officer area — that it is
one of the growth corridors of Victoria. There is a
projection of about 10 000 to 12 000 houses to be built,
which will mean 30 000-plus people moving into the
Officer area. That is massive growth. We understand
that you have to build new schools, but I think it is
important for the history of the area to look at the old
schools that are there and not ignore them, and not
think that it is a good idea to close them or tear them
down in the future. We need to have a plan for those
schools for the future. This school has history with the
Tivendale and Porter families. It was burnt down in
1913 and rebuilt on the same site. It has actually gotten
down to as few as 93 pupils in the past. At the moment
it has more than 200 students.
As I said, I have been involved in a discussion with
Lynne Brenner down there around what she sees as the
future of the school. It is a difficult school site — we do
not argue with that. It is a difficult site to work on, but
the school community have loved this school for so
long that I think it needs to make sure that there is a
plan in place for the future. We need to make sure the
Officer Primary School, as it has been since it started, is
still there in the long-term future for students in that
area and also for the long-term families in the
community who have seen so much change in their
local environment. Obviously with the increase in
housing they want to make sure their areas are
protected and that they have got something that reminds
people of the past of the Officer community and what it
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was all those years ago. Again, it is something that I
think is vitally important, and they have been working
in relation to this to get a petition going to ensure that it
will be there for the future.
Another issue I would like to raise in relation to my
electorate is around public transport and the
Beaconsfield railway station. The Beaconsfield railway
station has a few faults. It is in an area where growth
has affected it. When we were in government we
proudly delivered 157 extra car parks for the
Beaconsfield railway station, and that included security
upgrades and obviously the car parks, lighting and
everything to make sure we could get those extra cars
in. However, in the growth corridor now that
infrastructure has stopped. There has been not one extra
car park added down in Beaconsfield for a growing
community — a community that has recently been
listed again as one of the fastest growing communities
in Victoria and in Australia.
We need to make sure that we have got infrastructure in
place at facilities like this and at car parks like this to
ensure people are going to use public transport and are
not going to park out on the streets. At the moment they
are parking up Railway Avenue and they are parking up
Woods Street. It is not just the residents being affected;
it is also local businesses, with cars parked there all day.
You cannot blame the people who are parking there —
they have just got nowhere else to park. We need to be
making sure that there are car parks at Beaconsfield
railway station. We need to expand those car parks to
ensure that people can park there.
The other issue they have had in relation to the train
station at Beaconsfield is the facilities available at the
station. There is zero cover for Beaconsfield railway
station, and people have raised consistently the issue
around there being no toilets or there being a lack of
access to the toilets for the train station. I know we have
written to the minister, and the response from the
minister to my community was to do one of two things,
that there is a simple choice: you can go before you
leave home or you can go at a premium station. I think
it is almost embarrassing to send a letter out from a
minister of the Crown to say that if you need to go to
the toilet, you can go before you leave home or you can
go to the train station and wait until you get off at a
premium station. It does not work. I will read an article
headed ‘Train pain for commuters busting to go’. This
was after we got the feedback from the minister on
what they would do.
Beaconsfield train commuters languishing without public
toilets have reportedly been told to ‘go before they leave
home’ by the state government.
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It comes after a reveller was fined $500 by protective services
officers near Kenilworth Avenue … after he urinated behind
a tree.

He said:
I’ve been stuck at Beaconsfield waiting for up to an hour a
number of times, so it’s a bit rich to expect us to just hold it
in … It seems very unfair that some stations are shown
favouritism and others just miss out.

The Andrews government’s reply to that was that you
cannot have public toilets at stations that are not
manned or are not premium stations. The answer was
that you cannot have toilets at those stations, yet if you
go back just 12 months, there is a photo of the member
for Narre Warren North and the member for Narre
Warren South with balloons up at Hallam station for the
opening of the brand-new public toilets on the station
platform for the commuters to use. That is an
unmanned station. There is only one difference between
Beaconsfield and Hallam: one of them is in a
Labor-held seat and one is in a Liberal-held seat that
this government simply does not care about. We should
have the same access at that site there. There are public
toilets there that are permanently locked. They are old
public toilets that need work. We do not say that they
should open the ones that are there — we do think they
need work — but we must have the same access in my
community that is there for other areas, particularly
Labor-held seats. It is just simply unfair when you are
talking about Labor-held seats getting it and ours not.
The other topic I am going to talk about is that we
know cost of living is such a major issue when you are
talking about the growth corridor through Beaconsfield,
Officer and Pakenham. People regularly come in and
talk about the pressures of electricity bills, the pressures
of the mortgage belt, the pressures that they are feeling
at home, and obviously it causes a lot of mortgage
stress on them.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr BATTIN — I will just quickly put it on record
that I note that the Labor Party at the moment have got
three or four people just simply laughing at the back
there. Obviously cost of living is not a big issue when
you are talking to the Labor Party. To sit up the back
there, as the Attorney-General is doing, and just joke
the whole way through when we are talking about
cost-of-living expenses in my community is actually a
joke in itself. I think it is vital that we actually get on
record that the Labor Party would be laughing in the
faces of those people down in the east and the
south-east who are currently finding it difficult to pay
their own electricity bills. What has this government
given them? They have given them extra tolls on the

Wednesday, 6 June 2018

Monash Freeway for another 10 years to build a road
that they may never use over on my side of the city.
Many people — 60 per cent of people — from Cardinia
and Casey have to travel into the city. They have got to
travel city-bound to go to work. At the moment those
opposite are saying that they have opened the third lane
on the Monash Freeway — well, let me tell you that on
Monday it took an hour and 40 minutes to get from
Berwick into the city, and it is about an hour and 40 on
the way back out, and that is with the pretend fix they
have done down there on the Monash Freeway.
And they are going to add extra tolls to the families and
to the businesses of the south-east. There are many
people out in the south-east, particularly tradies. We
have a lot of tradies who work for themselves out in the
south-east and they have to bear these costs themselves.
We have got plumbers, sparkies — they all travel into
the city to work on construction sites in Melbourne.
They all travel into the city and whilst they are in the
city they will now have to pay extra tolls for another
10 years. They have got to pay extra tolls for another
10 years.
Mr Pakula interjected.
Mr BATTIN — I know the Attorney-General is out
of his spot and you will not say anything on it, but it is
very important that these people are afforded the
respect of a government rather than to be turned around
whilst they are trying their hardest to make ends meet in
their businesses. It is a difficult thing these days to
make ends meet in your business. Some of them are
trying to expand and at the same time that they are
trying to expand they are getting pressures put on them
from this government in relation to the cost of the tolls
on the roads, they are getting an increase in electricity
costs — these are the things that are affecting those in
the Gembrook electorate.
As we go around doorknocking, as we are speaking to
people in the community or we are going to the
markets, they continuously come to us, and cost of
living is raised every day of the week. Every one of
them knows that it is the policies of the Labor
government that are putting pressures on their family
budget every single week. They understand that Labor
simply does not care about the south-east. Labor wants
nothing to do with us down in the south-east, and if
they did want something to do with the south-east,
maybe their Minister for Roads and Road Safety, the
member for Narre Warren North, would consider
moving down to the south-east. He pretends to
represent the south-east but he does not understand the
issues on the Monash because he travels in the opposite
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direction if he bothers to come out there. We know the
times that the minister comes out to the electorate of
Narre Warren North — he gets out there on Saturday
mornings and that is about it, because he genuinely
does not care about the south-east.

conservative cabal within the Liberal Party who, and I
am quoting a newspaper article:

I am proud to live in the south-east. I have lived there
all my life, and I think we should actually have more
Labor members living there who actually are supposed
to represent the area, but every one of them resides in
the inner city or down in Mount Martha. That is where
they all live rather than live there, and we need to have
more representation so they can understand the
cost-of-living pressures that we get.

It has been reported in more recent times that many of
these functionaries are aligned with the Mormons and it
has been reported that many Mormons and conservative
Christians now hold senior positions on the
administrative committee of the Victorian branch of the
Liberal Party. The reality is that there is this growing
power of conservatism that is tearing apart the Liberal
Party. It is tearing apart the Liberal Party, and it is a
lifetime away from the views of Robert Menzies.

Liberal Party
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (14:17) — I rise to
grieve for the modern-day liberal, because recent events
show that there is no place for a liberal in the truest
sense of the word in the Victorian branch of the Liberal
Party. John Stuart Mill, in his key essay On Liberty,
focused on the rights of the individual with three key
themes: freedom of thought and emotion —
Mr T. Smith interjected.
Mr PEARSON — Well, you might learn
something, member for Kew. The freedom to pursue
tastes and the freedom to unite so long as the involved
members are of age, are not forced and no harm is done
to others.
Now, the notion of the rights of the individual to pursue
those interests that he or she deemed best for them was a
supreme right, and it formed the basis of the Liberal
Party and the political philosophy of the Liberal Party.
Gerard Henderson wrote a very interesting book called
Menzies’ Child back in 1994 for the 50th anniversary of
the Liberal Party. For those who have not read it, I
would encourage you to read it because it is a very, very
good book by Mr Henderson. In naming the Liberal
Party the ‘Liberal Party’, Menzies chose his words very
carefully and he deliberately chose the word ‘liberal’
and not ‘conservative’ because he said, and I quote:
We took the name ‘Liberal’ because we were determined to
be a progressive party, willing to make experiments, in no
sense reactionary but believing in the individual, his right and
his enterprise, and rejecting the socialist panacea.

I would say that Menzies would have more in common
with me in making that statement than with the Leader
of the Opposition if his actions and conduct over the
course of the 58th Parliament are anything to go by.
What we have seen in recent times is the creation of a

… don’t want to trade or compromise …
They want the party to be shaped around their world view.

Menzies said in one of his early speeches, in 1942, on
the topic of freedom of religion that:
We must be free to worship or not to worship. There have
been honest and indeed noble men in this world who have
never been able to find a God. Are we to deny them their
place? There are many men who, profoundly and instinctively
religious by nature, have never been able to accept what we
call ‘revealed religion’ or the doctrine of any church. There are
many millions who find a guide and comfort in life through
the doctrine and authority of the church of Rome. There are
millions of others who reject that doctrine and authority and, as
Anglicans, Presbyterians, Methodists, or otherwise, worship
God in their own way. And so might one go on.
We are a diversity of creatures, with a diversity of minds and
emotions and imaginations and faiths. When we claim
freedom of worship we claim room and respect for all.
Sectarian strife is the enemy of freedom of worship, not its
friend. It is a denial of Christianity, not its proof. It is indeed a
poor religion which consists mainly of opposing somebody
else’s faith, which produces not faith itself nor understanding
nor tolerance nor generosity, but malice and hatred and all
uncharitableness.

I compare and contrast this with a newspaper article
by Farrah Tomazin published in the Age of
17 December 2016. Ms Tomazin wrote:
Matthew Guy’s —

or the Leader of the Opposition’s —
opposition helped defeat two bills designed to improve
LGBTI rights: the first making it harder for faith-based
agencies to discriminate on the grounds of sexuality; the
second giving transgender people the power to change their
birth certificates without needing gender reassignment
surgery.

Mr T. Smith interjected.
Mr PEARSON — The article continues:
On the Wednesday of that week, Team Guy joined forces
with the Shooters and Fishers Party in a failed bid to thwart
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the creation of a new national park in the Central Highlands,
and later voted against legislation designed to get Victoria’s
greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050.
…
Remember, for instance, when Guy —

the Leader of the Opposition —
told us he wanted the Liberals to do more to ‘reach out’ to the
gay community? Since then, the opposition has watered down
same-sex adoption laws, vowed to scrap the Safe Schools
program, and used its numbers to defeat the two equality bills
Labor put forward in the last sitting week of Parliament.
Remember, too, when he seemed determined to tackle his
party’s gender gap by setting targets designed to boost the
number of women in Parliament? Since then, the Liberals
have held two preselections for the safe seats of Brighton and
Nepean — both of which resulted in strong female candidates
being overlooked in favour of the boys and we’ve hardly
heard a whimper.
And remember when …

the Leader of the Opposition —
declared he wanted to reconnect with voters in regional
centres such as Ballarat, Bendigo and Geelong — which have
been Labor strongholds for years — by ‘ensuring our brand is
relevant, our party is relevant, and that we are keeping with
the aspirations of people living in those cities’?
Since then, what exactly has the opposition done to achieve
those stated goals — in regional Victoria or otherwise?

I note the member for Kew’s interjection, asking what
Menzies would have done. I will pose the question to
the member for Kew: what would Sir Rupert Hamer
have done, were he here? If you look at the Hamer
government, you see that the Hamer government was a
very progressive administration. It ruled this state for
many years when Victoria was regarded as the jewel in
the Liberal crown. The Hamer government was quite
progressive in a number of these areas, far more so than
the current Leader of the Opposition’s party.
Again, when you look at the number of conscience
votes that have been made over the course of the
58th Parliament, what has become clear and apparent to
me as a very new member is that those opposite are a
party riven by strife, internal division and conflict.
There is a very small minority of people who would
probably describe themselves as Liberals, but they are
under siege; they are absolutely under siege. If you look
at some of the positions that have been taken by those
opposite, they have been appalling. They are not a
liberal party; they are a conservative party. They might
just as well be honest and fess up.
The reality is that if you are a liberal, if you have
liberal values, if you believe in John Stuart Mill, if you
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are a centrist in a policy sense, there is only one place
for you in the current political environment and that is
in the Labor Party. We are far more welcoming and the
party is a more hospitable home to people who have
those values of protecting the individual and the right
for people to disagree and not be punished, unlike
those opposite. That is just the reality of where we
find ourselves.
Again, when you look at those opposite, there has not
been any serious policy debate, there has been no
serious policy work done over the course of this term of
government. They are very good at opposing the most
progressive administration in the country, they are very
good at sidling up to the Greens political party to turn
around and try to frustrate the agenda of the most
progressive administration in the country — when it
suits them. But they are not capable of outlining a clear
and coherent policy position, as Menzies did with the
forgotten people.
If you asked Robert Menzies who in this day and age
are the forgotten people, they would be the shadow
frontbench. They are forgotten, they are lamentable,
they are a bunch of B-graders. You do not have to take
my word for it. Don’t take my word for it. Their own
side regards them as a bunch of B-graders. They are
just bereft of talent.
In preparing for this contribution, I thought, ‘Let’s look
at some of the things that Menzies was saying’.
Menzies created the Liberal Party in 1944, he brought
the party back into contest in the 1946 election and he
went on to win in 1949. In preparing for office, he said:
As an opposition … we must be willing not only to oppose
what we think wrong but to suggest those things that we think
ought to be done. We have a constructive function, and
because of that we must avoid mere sectional argument and
barren debating points.

All we have had over the course of the
58th Parliament have been barren debating points
from those opposite. All they do is come in here
and try to block and oppose and frustrate the
agenda of the most progressive administration in
the nation. If anyone has any doubts about that,
they should just look at the way that every Tuesday
afternoon they constantly oppose the government
business program. Week in, week out, they are
opposed to it.
When you look at those opposite, it is really a
lamentable display. You would have thought that
over the course of this term of office that
particularly some of the newer members would be
growing in the environment, that they would be

GRIEVANCES
Wednesday, 6 June 2018

ASSEMBLY

learning the ropes, that they would be enjoying
themselves — and I hope that they enjoy
themselves for a very long time in opposition.
When you look at them, you see that they are not
growing, they are not progressing. Menzies said:
Thinking ahead, what really happens to us will depend on
how many people we have who are of the great and sober and
dynamic middle class — the strivers, the planners, the
ambitious ones.

I can tell you what those people are not: those people
are not in the state parliamentary Liberal Party. They
are not dynamic, they are not engaging, they are not
interested. They are lazy and they do not apply
themselves. They have not come forward with a clear
vision for their view of what they would create in the
state of Victoria were they to form office in November
of this year.
Again, if you look at the actions of those opposite, I
recall the Leader of the Opposition’s earnest desire
early in the term of the 58th Parliament to get more
women into safe seats for the Liberal Party, which has
come to nothing. If you are a bright woman at the start
of your career and you are a moderate, a centrist and a
liberal, why would you throw your lot in with those
opposite? There is nothing for you. It is just a barren
wasteland of B-graders. That is all there is.
Moreover, Rupert Hamer came back from the war and
ran a successful legal practice. He joined the other place
in 1958 and he had a distinguished career. But the
reality is that there is no room in the Liberal Party of
today for someone like Rupert Hamer. He would not
have a home. If you look at the recent statements that
have been attributed to those in the Liberal Party, you
realise that if he were in the party he would be hunted
down and shown the door pretty quick smart.
I just compare and contrast what Hamer did with the
lack of policy action from those opposite — the lack of
vision, their lack of a coherent narrative. I come back to
what the member for Kew said in his earlier
interjection. It was Hamer who introduced
environmental protection laws. Those opposite have
opposed any action on climate change and they
obfuscated in terms of their views on fracking, whether
they are against it. Hamer abolished the death penalty.
He looked at decriminalising abortion and
homosexuality. Again, these are actions which he took
as a centrist, a liberal and a moderate — because he
believed that individuals have the right to be able to
choose how they wish to live their lives. That is not the
view of those opposite. They do not believe that.
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In preparing for this contribution I noted that it was
actually Hamer when he was Premier who ordered
100 trams and extended the tram line from Warrigal
Road to Middleborough Road. It was the first time that
rolling stock had been ordered and the first time that a
tram line had been extended since 1956. Hamer was the
one who looked at trying to revitalise Melbourne by
easing restrictions on shop trading hours and allowing
public entertainment on Sundays. He was trying to find
ways in which the emerging and burgeoning middle
class could come into inner Melbourne and choose to
spend their time and leisure as they saw fit. He was the
one who put heritage protection in place for places like
the Regent Theatre, the Windsor Hotel and the
Shamrock Hotel. Compare and contrast that with the
legacy of the Leader of the Opposition when he was
planning minister. You could not see a more stark
example of the differences in the way in which they
exercised power in their respective roles over those
different times.
Again, it was Hamer who decentralised education in
Victoria. He looked at creating a vibrant film industry
and he established the Heide Museum of Modern Art.
Although he never played on my team, these are all
actions which, as you sit back as a dispassionate
observer of good public policy, you see were good
things to be done. They were very good things to have
done. They shaped and created the world in which we
live — and we are better for the contribution that
people like Hamer made in the course of the public
policy debate. You are not going to see anyone like
Hamer emerging on that side, because there is no room
for him. Those opposite do not want people like Hamer.
They have made it very clear that people like Hamer
are not welcome in the Liberal Party. I grieve for the
true liberals, because there is no place for them.
In closing, J. S. Mill said:
That the only purpose for which power can be rightfully
exercised over any member of a civilised community, against
his will, is to prevent harm to others. His own good, either
physical or moral, is not a sufficient warrant … Over himself,
over his own body and mind, the individual is sovereign.

That is not the case in the Liberal Party and I
grieve for the modern liberal.

Energy prices
Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (14:32) — I
grieve today for the people of Victoria and in particular
the people of Gippsland due to the cost-of-living
increases imposed upon them by the policies of this
Labor government, in particular energy prices and
electricity prices. I grieve wholeheartedly because, as
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we have just seen from the member for Essendon, this
is a government that is more focused on winning a
political argument, more focused on talking about the
Liberal Party and the internal ramifications of the
Liberal Party, than it is on the impacts of the rising cost
of living that it is imposing on the people of Victoria.
I am amused by the references to the opposition parties
with respect to diversity and difference of opinion. On
this side of Parliament, if we do not like something, we
can cross the floor. We can vote against our party. On
that side, you do that and you are out. You want to talk
about diversity —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr D. O’BRIEN — You want to talk about
diversity? We can do it any time. It is extraordinary to
have the member for Essendon standing up and talking
about diversity and difference of opinion when it is
absolutely squashed on that side. You cannot think for
yourselves. It is evident every time we have a piece of
legislation. We hear the same speech 20 or 30 times
from all those opposite. They get up with their pieces of
paper, their government briefing notes, and they read
out the same thing. It is just an example of exactly why
this government is failing Victorians on matters like the
cost of living. The members over there cannot think for
themselves. They swallow what the Premier tells them.
They follow slavishly — what he says goes and what
he says is actually costing Victorians today.
I must say, as I said earlier, in particular this is
happening across our electricity prices. We are very
concerned and Victorians are very concerned about the
cost-of-living increases that they are experiencing. The
St Vincent de Paul Society, in its report Victorian
Energy Prices: January 2018, reported in its key
findings that:
Among the incumbent retailers, electricity prices … increased
on average by 10–16 per cent (depending on network area)
and gas prices increased by 5–16 per cent.

And I hear the interjection from behind me that the
increase was only going to be 80 cents a week. Who
said that?
Mr Katos — That was me.
Mr D. O’BRIEN — No, it was not you who said
that, member for South Barwon. It was the Premier.
The Premier said, ‘When Hazelwood closes, it’ll only
cost us 80 cents a week’. Well, he has been found out
by the facts in hindsight because that was never going
to be the case. By taking out 25 per cent of the power
supply in this state, there was always going to be a
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price response, and it is Victorians who are suffering
the consequences of that price response. So I say again
that the Vinnies report shows that prices have
increased on average by 10 to 16 per cent across the
electricity network.
Indeed that has been driven by the closure of the
Hazelwood power station, and on 29 March 2018 the
ABC reported on a report from the Australian Energy
Regulator that found ‘wholesale prices in Victoria were
up 85 per cent on 2016’. This is what it says:
A year on from the closure of the 1600 megawatt-sized plant
in the Latrobe Valley, the report from the Australian Energy
Regulator found wholesale prices in Victoria were up 85 per
cent on 2016.

Not surprisingly, this has flowed through to retail
prices, and it is hurting Victorians right across the state.
The Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission (ACCC) released a report last year, Retail
Electricity Pricing Inquiry. This is from 22 September
2017, and these are the preliminary findings. I go to the
impacts that the loss of cheap, affordable baseload
power from this state has had on the east coast
electricity market. I quote from the report:
A clear example of the potential price impact of a tightening
in the demand-supply balance is the recent closure of the
Hazelwood coal-fired power station in Victoria.

It goes on to say:
Wholesale prices in Victoria increased by 40 per cent
between 2015–16 and 2016–17 …

So that is actually before Hazelwood closed. We
already had wholesale prices dramatically increasing. It
goes on to say:
… and prices for 2017–18 are tracking to be significantly
higher again — the average price so far this financial year is
65 per cent higher than the 2016–17 average, and almost
double the average price over 2015–16.

You do not need to be a rocket scientist to work that out
because, obviously, if you have done any basic
economics at any time, you would know that the
removal of 25 per cent of the baseload power in
Victoria would have a dramatic impact on price.
It astounds me, and I heard it again today, that the
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change
and the Premier regularly say, ‘Ah, but we are bringing
online more renewable power because that is bringing
the price down’. I have no problem with renewable
power. I think it is something we should be pursuing,
but the minister says time and time again that the price
of renewable power is less than baseload coal-fired
power. If that is the case — and I challenge anyone on
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that side to answer this for me — why does it need a
subsidy? Why does it need a Victorian renewable
energy target? The minister says we have got to support
this industry. They keep telling us that it is cheaper to
have wind and solar power than it is to have baseload
coal-fired or gas-fired power, but they cannot explain to
me, therefore, why we need a Victorian renewable
energy target. It must be either what the minister is
saying is wrong and it is not cheaper than baseload coal
or gas-fired power, or the government is simply giving
a free kick to the renewable energy sector.
That is astounding. I have asked numerous times here
in the chamber and I have asked out in public for
someone to explain this to me: if it is so much cheaper,
why is it getting a subsidy from the state government?
The Liberals and Nationals have already committed
that, as a result of that logic, we will scrap the Victorian
renewable energy target because all it is doing is adding
costs to Victorians for no benefit.
I will continue on the ACCC report from September
last year. It notes the problems that resulted from the
five months notice given of Hazelwood’s closure.
It says:
The lack of overlap between the exit of Hazelwood and the
entry of new capacity also raised issues from a reliability and
security perspective.

This is the other matter that people are concerned about.
We have seen increased unreliability in our power
system over the past few years, in particular since
Hazelwood closed. As a result we had to have the
government put in dozens of diesel generators at the
Energy Brix site in Morwell over the summer period,
and twice we had to have companies shut down
operations during periods of high demand to manage
the demand levels.
Interestingly enough the Thwaites report to the
Victorian government — obviously chaired by former
Labor minister John Thwaites — noted that the
announcement of the Hazelwood closure led to
significant increases in forward contract prices for
wholesale electricity. That report is referred to on
page 85 of the ACCC report. The ACCC report goes on
to say:
The closure also immediately impacted spot prices in
Victoria. In the 30 days leading up to the closure, Victoria’s
volume weighted average spot price was $87.53 per MWh. In
the 30 days following the closure, the average price had
jumped to $112.33.

And yet we had the Premier and the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change arguing that
prices would only go up 80 cents a week. That is just
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ridiculous. Why do I raise all that? I know there are
those opposite who will jump in here. They will say this
decision to close Hazelwood was the decision of a
multinational private company.
Let us go back to the 2016 budget in which the
government made a simply bizarre decision, in my
view, to triple the coal royalty on Victoria’s power
stations — a tripling of the coal royalty to gouge
$252 million out of the Latrobe Valley power industry.
At the time they argued, bizarrely again, that this was to
bring the Victorian coal royalty rate in line with New
South Wales and Queensland royalty rates. To the
geniuses who were making this decision, the New
South Wales and Queensland coal industries are
predominantly export focused. They export their black
coal. To suggest that we should be at the same level as
those states is ridiculous, because increasing the coal
royalty only hurts Victorian consumers — and it has
done so.
As a result there is no doubt in my mind and in the
minds of the people of the Latrobe Valley and
Gippsland that that tripling of the coal royalty had a
significant impact on Engie’s decision to close
Hazelwood earlier than planned. Before I hear from
those on the other side, I will read out some of the
comments from the Latrobe Valley Express on
28 April 2016, the night that the coal royalty tripling
was announced. I quote directly from the article:
A spokesperson for Hazelwood power station and Loy
Yang B owner Engie said the increase would inevitably have
a ‘detrimental impact on the region’s energy sector’ and it had
not been consulted on the decision.

We subsequently found through the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee hearings that the minister had
consulted them. She had consulted them about 12 hours
earlier. She had let them know that that was what she
was going to do. I will go on. This is the full quote from
the Engie spokesperson:
We’re not saying there is a direct impact on jobs …
However, this government decision takes $20 million a year
straight out of the Hazelwood business.
That is a significant additional cost that has to be found at a
time when we are already experiencing very difficult
electricity market trading conditions.

That is the result. That is what Engie said at the time.
They made it very, very clear to the government that
this tripling of the coal royalty would hurt. They went
on to say:
Engie is a significant investor in Australia and Victoria and
while we do understand the need for an energy
transformation, policies that continue to damage our business
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commercially will not help the community of the Latrobe
Valley or the Victorian economy in the longer term.

What a pertinent quote that is. It highlights exactly the
impact of that decision to triple the coal royalty rate in
conjunction with the Victorian renewable energy target
that this government has placed on our energy sector. In
addition to the tripling of the rate, that target will place
further pressure on the existing generators, and we have
already seen media reports highlighting the concerns
about the Yallourn power station and whether it will be
able to continue under a 25 or a 40 per cent renewable
energy target being mandated by this government.
What are the impacts there? I can tell you about some
of the experiences of people from my electorate.
Thornton’s Bakery in Leongatha contacted me. Their
electricity bill this year increased by $800 a month,
which is a 57 per cent increase in the monthly power
bill of Darren McInnes, the owner of Thornton’s
Bakery. Darren employs about nine staff, and his power
prices, as I said, are increasing by 57 per cent. Darren
calculated that would mean that he would have to sell
an extra 400 pies each and every month — just pies —
to meet the increase in costs. That is a significant cost
impact for a small business.
I also previously raised in this place the impact on the
dairy sector. The Peddle family just out of Yarram
employ six full-time people and five part-time people.
The energy component of their new bill, once they went
for a new contract, increased by 400 per cent. That
means an increase in their actual electricity bill of
150 per cent. This is from a family that already has an
annual power bill of $150 000.
This has had an impact right across the state, and we
have heard examples raised in this chamber in the last
couple of days of other businesses and families that are
being impacted by these terrible increases in costs. I
know this has had a particular impact on the Latrobe
Valley — not just the power prices but of course the
loss of jobs. The government’s activities — the
government’s policy — forced the closure of
Hazelwood power station, with the loss of around
1000 jobs. On top of that we had the closure last year of
the Carter Holt Harvey timber mill, which also cost
160 jobs. These are very serious concerns.
I refer to the unemployment rate in the Latrobe Valley.
When we left government in December 2014 — and I
am not for one second arguing that it was great then; we
have had problems in the Latrobe Valley for a long
time, but they have gotten worse under this
government — the unemployment rate in
Moe-Newborough was 10 per cent; it is now 12.1 per
cent. The unemployment rate for Morwell was 13.2 per
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cent; it is now 15.6 per cent. That is an 18 per cent
increase in unemployment in Morwell. Even Traralgon,
which is doing markedly better, was 4.8 per cent when
we left government and is 6 per cent now.
I know The Nationals candidate for Morwell, Sheridan
Bond, has been very concerned about these issues. She
has raised them with me. She has raised them with my
upper house colleague Melina Bath. She recently
highlighted the concerns in the Latrobe Valley
community with the member for Murray Plains, who is
the Leader of The Nationals, and also with the entire
shadow cabinet when it visited Morwell last week.
These are genuine concerns of real people. They are
genuine concerns about power costs and about costs of
living generally and genuine concerns about the
availability of good long-term jobs.
The concern the people of the Latrobe Valley and
Gippsland have is that this government is not focused
on them. It is focused on other things. It is focused on
the tripling of the coal royalty. It is focused on talking
about, as the member for Essendon just did, the internal
machinations of the Liberal Party, not on the issues that
matter to the people of Victoria, the Latrobe Valley and
Gippsland. Under this government costs for families
have increased, jobs have been lost in Gippsland and
the Labor government’s policies are only going to
continue to make it worse.

Opposition performance
Ms WARD (Eltham) (14:47) — That was not a very
interesting thing for the opposition to be grieving for. I
am not quite sure where they are coming from yet, but
that is okay; they still have two more speakers.
We saw Liberal Party insiders say in the Age last week
that the party has changed a lot and not for the better.
We know that what has changed a lot and what has not
changed for the better is the Leader of the Opposition’s
view on the north-east link. The Leader of the
Opposition has had more positions on the north-east
link than Pauline Hanson has had on corporate tax, and
that is a lot of positions. In May 2016, the Leader of the
Opposition told the Diamond Valley Leader that:
… the coalition will announce a transport package for
Melbourne and the north-east link will be a part of that.

Let us fast-forward to November 2017, when he then
said he did not like the proposed route and told
Parliament that the federal government would block the
federal land acquisition needed for the project.
Ms Kilkenny interjected.
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Ms WARD — That is right, member for Carrum.
That went well, because what has happened this year?
Hang on, we had a federal budget this year. What was
in it? Guess what, the Prime Minister for Sydney finally
discovered Victoria. Who knew that the Prime Minister
for Sydney knew we existed — not only knew that we
existed but knew we needed the north-east link, and so
they put $2 billion in for it. I do not think that land
acquisition is going to be an issue.

The business case found that there would be a
$1.30 return for every taxpayer dollar invested. What
was the return for the zombie road — the east–west
link? It was 45 cents in the dollar. This road project
gives the taxpayer nearly $1 more compared to the
east–west link. That is what a terrible proposal it was,
one that those opposite are still wedded to despite the
fact that it does not stack up and despite the fact that it
does not help the north-east.

If we then go to February 2018, a school principal in
Manningham confirmed that Mr Guy told him that he
preferred option C through my electorate of Eltham —

Speaker, you and I both know that the north-east has
never been on their radar. They are not interested in the
north-east. Speaker, they did not put money into your
schools. Again, surprisingly, the Leader of the
Opposition grew up in Montmorency, went to what was
then Monty high, now Montmorency Secondary
College, but they did not put a cent into that school in
the four years that they were in government. We
committed in 2010 that if we were re-elected, we would
rebuild that school at a cost of $10 million. What did
the Liberal Party do? Zero — yet another round of the
big fat doughnuts that they kept giving out to this state.
Zeroes. Then 2014 came around and we were in
government. What have we done? We have invested
$14 million in rebuilding that school. This is the stuff
that helps with the cost of living. This is the stuff that
puts money in people’s pockets, that educates their kids
and creates jobs.

The SPEAKER — The member for Eltham will
refer to members by their correct titles.
Ms WARD — The Leader of the Opposition.
Instead of touching the Leader of the Opposition’s own
electorate, he said going through Eltham would provide
a more holistic response. I know that we like holistic
activities in the seat of Eltham. There are a lot of people
who see the world through holistic eyes, but I know that
they are not that keen to have a freeway go right
through Eltham. Then on 2 May 2018 in an interview
on ABC radio, the Leader of the Opposition confirmed
he would not build the north-east link. Host Jon Faine
asked him:
If you’re elected, will you sign those contracts?

What did the Leader of the Opposition say? No, he is
not going to sign those contracts. I tell you what,
Speaker, and you would know this story, the Leader of
the Opposition grew up in Montmorency. You would
know that he is familiar with the north-east, and you
would think he is familiar with and understands the
problems of those on my side of the river when it comes
to traffic. But no, he has crossed the river — the
Rubicon if you like — and he has completely forgotten
about the north-east. He has forgotten about the
challenges that we have in the north-east. He does not
want to address them at all. He does not want to help the
north-east at all. We are at the bottom of his priority list.
If those opposite want to talk about the cost of living, the
thing that will help the cost of living in this state is
building the north-east link. Having efficient transport,
having half an hour cut off your travel time and creating
10 000 jobs in this economy is what will help the cost of
living. Taking between 11 000 and 14 000 vehicles off
Fitzsimons Lane, that is what will help the cost of living.
What is also good news is that, unlike the previous
government with the zombie road, as we know the
Treasurer likes to call it, we have done a business case
for the north-east link. What did the business case find?

It is by investing in things like our schools, not to say
our TAFEs, Speaker. You and I campaigned against the
cutting of TAFEs and against the closure of
Greensborough TAFE, and together we campaigned for
the reopening, which is what we have achieved. That is
what helps people in this state, and it again shows
Labor’s commitment to the north-east to all Victorians,
unlike those opposite, who I think could barely find the
north-east, even if they tried. Those hills are too hilly
for them. They do not want to come out our way. They
do not want to cross the river. They do not want to
invest in the north. They do not want to know about us.
It is terribly, terribly disappointing.
People do not want to wait for the north-east link; they
want it now. You would know in your electorate,
Speaker, as I do in mine and as the member for
Ivanhoe, who was here a minute ago, would also know,
that people in our communities want this road built.
They have been waiting for this road since the late
1960s. In the late 1960s we started talking about the
ring road and about completing it in the north-east.
What have the Liberals done? They said, ‘Nah, we can
wait a bit longer. Nah, it doesn’t matter. Nah, it’s not
important’. The more that they dither, as they want to
do with the Metro Tunnel, and the more that they muck
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around, the longer it will take for these infrastructure
projects to happen.
We saw in their four years of government that is all
they can do — dither. Despite being in opposition for
three and a half years, they have still not figured out
how to get things done and make things happen. It is
shocking. I am not surprised that we have article after
article in papers like the Age that talk about the
deadwood of the Liberal Party, the B-team in the
Liberal Party.
Mr Edbrooke interjected.
Ms WARD — Yes, member for Frankston, from
their own people. Because when you have the class act
over there who does not think that the north-east link is
a priority and you have the class act over there who
does not think that it is one of the most important things
for the north-east to have, you know that you have a
party that has no idea of what is going on and what it
needs to do. It is a party that is clearly not ready to
govern, because if they were ready to govern, they
would have some ideas instead of trying to rehash a
road that someone pulled out of a drawer in 2013 when
they realised they had not had any policies or had not
had anything built. They thought, ‘God, we’d better get
started. We’d better get something done. I know. We’ll
build this. It doesn’t matter that it only returns 45 cents
in the dollar. It doesn’t matter at all’. They are revisiting
it. They are still doing it. It is just absolutely crazy.
I will tell members what else I grieve for. I grieve for
the women in the Liberal Party.
Ms Thomson interjected.
Ms WARD — I absolutely agree, member for
Footscray — the lack of women in the Liberal Party.
The member for Essendon spoke about Menzies’s
forgotten people; he mentioned the speech that the
Liberal Party is so proud of and Menzies, their leader,
that they are so proud of. I have to tell you, Speaker, the
forgotten people in the Liberal Party are women. The
women in the Liberal Party are completely forgotten.
They are not there. They are very hard to see and they
are even harder to hear. It is shameful that when it
comes to representation the number of women in the
Liberal Party is going backwards. If we look at the
federal figures, we see that the number of women in the
Liberal Party in the federal Parliament has gone
backwards. They are worse now than they were in 1993.
Mr Edbrooke interjected.
Ms WARD — Absolutely, it is. It is so bad that you
have got firebrands like Kelly O’Dwyer wanting to
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start up fighting funds so that she can go around and
campaign and help women get ahead in the Liberal
Party, because the blokes certainly are not doing it.
The blokes are certainly not lifting a finger at all. It is
just appalling.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms WARD — Since 2001 the number of federal
Liberal MPs has been falling, which has coincided with
the decline of women voting for the party. You are not
going to vote for a party that does not represent you and
especially one that does not look like you. When you
have got a party that only pulls out women when they
want to do a gimmick — they do not actually see merit
in their women — and when that party has the audacity
to say that they do not believe in quotas because people
should be appointed on merit, then they are saying that
there are bucketloads and bucketloads of women in
their party who are without merit, because they have
not found their way through to be representatives of the
Liberal Party. It is shameful; it is absolutely shameful.
They are well on target at the end of November to have
less women on their benches than what they do now.
Surely it is the aim of every party in this place to be as
representative as possible and to make sure that they are
as inclusive as possible.
When you have got a party like that, which is so full of
middle-class, white men from the eastern suburbs, you
are not getting a broad representation of people in their
party — you are not getting a broad representation.
This is what possibly explains why they are in such a
policy-deficit zone. You are going to be in a
policy-deficit zone when your party consists of people
who essentially have the same experience, although I
suspect that there is probably only one of them who is
privileged enough to have attended the Rugby School.
They are absolutely embarrassing when it comes to
female representation.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms WARD — On a point of order, Deputy Speaker,
I would ask the member for Kew to withdraw. I take
offence at his comment.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — I ask the member to
withdraw.
Mr T. Smith interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The member will
withdraw, unconditionally.
Mr T. Smith — I withdraw.
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Ms WARD — It goes to show, the petty
aggressiveness that comes with the Liberal Party when
you have got somebody —
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Kew, and what happened? What happened to that poor
woman who wanted to come to this place?
Ms Thomas — She got rolled.

Mr T. Smith — On a point of order, Deputy
Speaker, there was a gratuitous comment made with
regard to where I went to school. I responded in a
fashion, trying to assist the member for Eltham.

Ms WARD — Absolutely, member for Macedon,
she got rolled. And I grieve for the fact that women in
the Liberal Party will keep getting rolled.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Is there a point of
order?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired. I would encourage
members not to yell at each other across the chamber.

Mr T. Smith — The point of order is that I was
accused of passive aggressiveness with my comment.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Do you wish a
withdrawal?
Mr T. Smith — No, I do not wish a withdrawal. I
would like it not said again.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — There is no point of
order. The member for Eltham to continue.
Ms WARD — I had no idea that the member for
Kew was so touchy about where he went to school, and
I apologise for any offence he may feel at my words
talking about the school that he went to — I really do.
Because I would have thought that he would have been
proud of the privileged upbringing that he has had.
Clearly, he likes to flag it as much as he can, so I am
surprised that he has been so offended by my
mentioning of his attendance at the Rugby School. I am
absolutely surprised.
I think it just goes to the point that I am trying to make
about the lack of women’s representation in their party
and how frequently men on that side like to talk over
the top of women, like to interject and like to pull up
female members like the member for Yan Yean or the
member for Macedon. Every time they get up to say
something they disagree with, those opposite call a
point of order or they call a quorum; it happens time
and time again.
Those opposite love silencing women on this side of
the house — they absolutely do. They do not want to
hear the voices of women, especially those on this side
of the house. I grieve for the fact that women in the
Liberal Party cannot get ahead. They cannot get ahead,
they cannot find the place of power on decisions of
leadership in that party. In fact it is ironic that the
member for Kew has become so distressed about the
conversation around his attendance at the Rugby
School, considering who he beat for the seat of Kew.
There was a woman who wanted to stand in the seat of

Regional and rural health funding
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (15:02) — I have been
listening to the debate for the last hour and I must say,
when I came into this place I thought the grievance
debate was to raise an important issue in relation to
your electorate, rather than worry about the party on the
other side.
I rise today to grieve for the people in rural
communities who are disproportionately disadvantaged
when it comes to health outcomes and access to health
services. Deputy Speaker, coming from a regional
community yourself, you too would understand that it
is often a challenge to get the resources you need in
your community to deal with the issues that arise in
them. It is a very different story when you live in a
metropolitan area where you have access to so many
services and so much opportunity to access them with
virtually no travel of significance associated with it.
Just over two years ago I had my first grievance debate
and this is my second. I will only get two during the
course of this Parliament. At that point I spoke on
education and the disparity between educational
outcomes in regional areas as, again, compared to
metropolitan areas, and they were very significant. I am
very pleased to say that as a result of that I got some
traction, and after not too long we have got a
Shepparton education plan well underway and, in this
budget, $20.5 million committed to the design work on
a new Shepparton secondary college, which will merge
the four existing colleges together with an integrated
children’s centre on the Doveton College model over in
Mooroopna. So I certainly see the grievance debate as
an opportunity to raise some serious issues and hope
that the government is listening and will respond as
best it can.
In 2015 the Garvan Institute of Medical Research
released its inaugural medical research and rural health
report. It is a disturbing indictment of the systemic
neglect of rural and regional communities when it
comes to health. It reports that people living outside the
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major capital cities, when compared with those living in
capital cities, experience higher mortality rates and
lower life expectancy; higher reported rates of high
blood pressure, diabetes and obesity; higher death rates
from chronic disease; higher rates of dementia; and
higher rates of alcohol abuse and smoking. It is then not
surprising to learn that while people living in rural areas
make up 30 per cent of the population they do not
receive anything like a third of health funding or
services in relation to mental health.
The Garvan institute also notes that rural and remote
communities are more reliant on general practitioners
than their city counterparts. Their healthcare facilities
are generally smaller, have less infrastructure and fewer
specialists servicing them, and that makes life very
difficult for people in remote areas to access the sorts of
professional services that at times they want to. Of
course the interplay between health outcomes for
people in regional and rural areas, their access to
services and so forth is tied up with a whole lot of
social and economic issues that impact on them. The
challenges faced by these communities are
compounded by often higher rates of socioeconomic
disadvantage and, as outlined earlier, generally poorer
educational outcomes.
Distance from key services is also obviously a major
contributing factor. I do not know how many of you
might have watched Landline on Sunday, 20 May this
year. It was a really heartbreaking program that told
stories about people living in remote areas of regional
Australia. There was the story of a young mother who,
because of her risk of developing breast cancer — it
was a high risk — decided that she would have a
double mastectomy instead of facing up to the sorts of
time away from home that she would need to have the
treatments that others faced with the same risk might
definitely choose to have. There was another story of a
mother who had to spend months away in Adelaide
while seeking cancer treatment. She had three young
daughters aged six, eight and 11, and she had to put
them in a boarding school and be hundreds of
kilometres away from her home, leaving her husband
on the farm on his own for all those months. That
description in itself really paints a very different picture
than that of someone who might be living in the
suburbs of Melbourne and what their access to
treatment would be if they had cancer.
In the Shepparton district we have much better access to
diagnostic and treatment services than a lot of those
cases that were portrayed on Landline, but my electorate
is crying out for a cancer centre. We are the fifth largest
regional city in Victoria and we are a hub for many
things across the north and north-east, yet patients in my
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electorate are forced to travel to Bendigo, Albury or
Melbourne to seek radiation therapy. This is really an
emotional and physical burden that should not be placed
on people when they are sick. It requires them to take
time off work, it comes at considerable financial
expense to them and their choices are quite limited.
Bendigo is actually the closest place for treatment, yet
the bus timetable between Shepparton and Bendigo does
not allow you to travel home on the same day. People
have often talked to me about feeling so ill after having
treatment that they lie on the back seat of the car and
then have to travel for hours to make their way home.
They deserve to be treated in their own communities.
When they are feeling ill and having treatment they
deserve to be able to just go home, just like people in
metropolitan areas can.
Landline also reported that for every 100 kilometres a
person with colorectal cancer lives from a radiotherapy
provider, they are 8 per cent more likely to die.
Bendigo is 120 kilometres, Albury is 176 kilometres
and Melbourne’s CBD is 190 kilometres from
Shepparton. Travelling these distances, whether for
cancer treatment or for any other medical reason, also
comes at a financial cost, as I have said. The Garvan
institute estimated the travel costs attributed to people
with osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis alone as
being $78.6 million in 2012 for regional people. I think
that is a really sobering figure.
Last year I went to Sydney, and I visited, along with the
safe injecting room there, the Kinghorn Cancer Centre.
I did that because we are looking at the redevelopment
of Goulburn Valley Health. Indeed the first stage is
now underway — the cranes are there, things are
happening on the ground, which is really pleasing to
see. But because of the need for a cancer centre and the
fact that we are advocating strongly for it as a second
part of the redevelopment of Goulburn Valley Health, I
was keen to see the sorts of services they had in that
cancer centre. Let me tell you, they are unbelievably
state-of-the-art services. I am realistic enough to know
that we will not be seeing that replicated in Shepparton.
In Shepparton we have access to chemotherapy services
but not radiotherapy, so we simply want that addition
and to be able to bring all the cancer services for our
region into one centre — chemo, radiation therapy and
all the support services that go around them in a single
centre for our region. Of course we do not just service
the Goulburn Valley and up to the Murray River.
Residents from southern New South Wales also often
come down to our region. I grew up in Jerilderie in
southern New South Wales, and Shepparton was our
go-to town. It is a large regional town — the fifth
biggest in Victoria — and it services a much broader
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community. Often when we talk about the population
of a place we do not take into account the fact that its
catchment is quite a large one.
Primary Care Connect is a community health service in
Shepparton that targets vulnerable and hard-to-reach
communities. Last year it brought men of all walks of
life together to take part in an event during Men’s
Health Week and to launch what they have called an
agrisafe clinic. It is a clinic that is set up to do a
comprehensive check-up of men working in
agriculture. It is only once a month and it is only for
4 hours, but they book in four farmers. Starting at
6.00 a.m., they take blood tests, give them breakfast and
then undertake a full health assessment, so that during
that 4-hour period a really good assessment is done on
four people. It is limited. It could easily be expanded,
but they report that it has been incredibly popular, and it
takes into account the capacity of farmers to get to these
sorts of things. Often their work life does not lend itself
to dashing off in the middle of the day. They have to
come to town to do the assessment, and that early start
seems to have had some appeal and to have really
increased the patronage of it.
Farmers are the backbone of our food-producing
community. All the factories in our towns are
dependent on the produce of farmers, but the challenges
they have faced have been great. We had the dairy
crisis not long ago; I suppose it was nearly two years
ago. We have had drought and we have had floods. We
are facing the uncertainty of the Murray-Darling Basin
plan with the water that is coming out of our region and
what that might mean for the future of irrigation in our
district. We already know about the damage that has
occurred — up to $500 million a year has been lost at
the farm gate, as have many jobs, with a further
1000 jobs predicted to be lost if this additional
450 gigalitres of water is taken out of our region. So
supporting farmers and farm workers in regional areas,
who often are faced with really difficult challenges,
particularly from a mental health point of view, is
something that is important, and I would encourage the
government to keep that in mind when rolling out
health services.
I had occasion to visit our local stroke group in
Shepparton recently and found that they are in desperate
need of support and are really just a fairly loose group of
people who are meeting together post stroke —
community members and their carers. They talked about
the Geelong stroke centre, which is fairly new, I think,
and provides targeted services. The services have names
such as Drysdale Blokes with Strokes, Geelong Blokes
with Strokes, the Stroke a Note Choir and the Women’s
Cafe Group. These sorts of programs have arisen out of
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a group of people getting together in Geelong with the
Stroke Association of Victoria and looking at what their
community needs and how they might support those
people. I certainly found out that there was a need for
something like this in our area, and we know that
appropriate support for stroke survivors can lead to
continuing improved outcomes and even to people who
have had significant strokes resuming many of the
previously very productive aspects of their lives.
I have spoken about the challenges faced by rural
communities in terms of access to health. There are
many discrepancies. Although research indicates that
the prevalence of mental health issues is relatively
consistent between metropolitan and regional areas at a
rate of 20 per cent of the population, the Garvan
Institute of Medical Research puts the rate of suicide in
the country at 66 per cent higher than in major cities. I
think this is a really shocking statistic, particularly
when it is often thought that people in regional areas
have a higher life satisfaction and a stronger sense of
community. There seems to be a lot of nice things about
living in the country, but the reality is that there is an
underside that is leading people to take their own lives
and to suffer from very significant mental health issues.
The plight of those suffering from mental health
problems in regional Australia has had a global reach
recently, with an article in the New York Times
highlighting the fact that all is not going well among
our farmers and regional communities.
According to the National Rural Health Alliance, for
every $1 spent per capita on Medicare-funded mental
health services in major cities, only 77 cents is spent in
inner-regional areas, and that is what Shepparton is —
an inner-regional area. The alliance reports that
inner-regional areas have only 37 per cent of the
psychiatrists, 61 per cent of the psychologists and
93 per cent of mental health nurses of major cities. So
there is a significant underservicing of the needs of
those regional communities. I would add also that the
turnover of professional staff in country areas is often
much higher and this leads to disjointed and
unsatisfactory therapeutic outcomes for people. At the
heart of that problem is the broader challenge of
recruitment that we face in many regional areas for a
whole range of professional people. In my electorate I
believe this can only be addressed by a really
fundamental whole-of-community change.
We are seeing significant change through massive
government investment in the first stage of our health
system with the redevelopment of Goulburn Valley
Health, with our new Shepparton education plan and
new schools coming on board, and with the physical
connectivity that the promised rail service will deliver
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to us — $313 million, now in the budget, now real,
which is eventually going to deliver us nine return
Vlocity train services from Shepparton each day. These
are the sort of things that are game changing for rural
communities, and when you bring those things together
you are creating an investment that is needed. I could
go on at length about the sorts the things we need. We
definitely need a mother-baby unit and we need it to be
of a standard that places like Tweddle in Melbourne
have because we know about the damage that occurs
without it. But Shepparton district is in need, and it is
receiving attention.

Opposition performance
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (15:17) — It is
an honour to rise in the grievance debate and discuss
why I grieve for Victorians if the Matthew Guy-led
coalition is ever able to initiate and implement its
commission of audit. There are some 171 days until the
next Victorian election. In 24 weeks time Victorians
will go to the polls and make a vital decision on who
they will entrust to lead them into the future — to
deliver for schools, for hospitals, for our most
vulnerable, to keep our community safe and to deliver
the important investments in public transport and roads
to get us home safer and sooner. It is an important
decision. It is a yardstick in terms of where we are up to
as a state and how we can do better, and the
opportunities for the future.
This year’s state budget delivered on those outcomes. It
talked about investments in schools and hospitals at
record levels, including infrastructure spending where
we see one-tenth of new jobs in Victoria being created
by projects delivered by the Andrews Labor
government. It is an exciting time for young people in
our state with TAFE being made free for 30 priority
courses. That is an extraordinary outcome, and it means
young people can now make the decision on whether
they will learn their skills or trades in sectors such as
construction and engineering, which will give them
opportunities and set them up for the future.
If you compare the budget speech made by the
Treasurer, and the values and vision for our state put
forward in it, with the contribution made by the
member for Malvern, a former Treasurer of Victoria,
they are in stark contrast. This is an important
opportunity, as the grievance debate can be, to reflect
on the values that members of Parliament put forward
as people in the executive and in the shadow cabinet.
I think the budget reply speech by the member for
Malvern, the shadow Treasurer, is a window into the
psyche of shadow cabinet and where they will be on
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their election footing. Remember the prism of the
commission of audit that has been put forward. We
saw that at the federal level, and I will come to that
in a moment.
Here are some key stats on the member for Malvern’s
reply to the budget. How many times did he raise the
prospect of a conversation about tax? Thirty-seven
times. How many times did he go after the public
service? Seven times. How many times did he go after
blowouts in the public service? Eight times. How many
times did he mention roads in his reply? Zero. How
many times did he mention public transport? Zero. How
many times did he mention health in his speech? Once.
And how many times did he mention education? Three
times, but that was not about how we could invest in
education and invest in our young Victorians; it was
about slamming the government. That was the focus. So
37 times they talked about tax but could only for those
very important portfolios muster barely a mention.
It goes to values. We know that there is a commission
of audit that has been committed by the Leader of the
Opposition, and we know the shadow Treasurer
supports a commission of audit.
Mr Morris interjected.
Mr RICHARDSON — Well, a commission of
audit is what has been put forward — the member for
Malvern confirms that — and going after the public
service and talking about blowouts. Where have we
heard this before? Well, there is a recent example. An
ethos of psychology says that past behaviour is a good
indication of future behaviour. There is a dummy’s
guide to psychology they could sit down with — the
2003 Complete Idiot’s Guide to Psychology.
Mr Morris interjected.
Mr RICHARDSON — The man with the kettle
over there — I will tell you what, he shouldn’t fire up.
You should keep your head down, mate. I mean,
goodness me. He is flaring up.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr RICHARDSON — I will tell you what, the best
he could give was that the kettle and the printer were
out of order and the cupboard should be open. God
forbid that he should have to get up from his desk and
go and check the printer. I mean, God forbid. Goodness
me. We are not going to take lectures from the member
for Mornington, who wants at least three extra staff
allocated just to service his office needs.
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The commission of audit, that is the frontier. Where
have we seen this before? We saw federally Mathias
Cormann and Joe Hockey put forward a commission of
audit. They put that forward as an election commitment
and they took that to the Australian people. What did
that deliver? It delivered dozens of recommendations
that were taken up verbatim by then Treasurer Hockey,
where we saw unprecedented cuts. There were the
comments about the loss of values, where they talked
about poor people not driving. They were the values
they put forward. They goaded the car industry into
going, and they supported $80 billion in cuts to health
and education. In years to come it will still have ripple
effects in our community. There is the indexation of
that funding, and it will still be felt. Despite record
funding in Victoria by the Labor government, those
decisions by the then Prime Minister Tony Abbott and
Joe Hockey had lasting consequences.
What was put forward then by Tony Abbott? He said
nothing was out of bounds. He came in like a gale
across the spread — nothing was out of bounds, except
when we talk about corporate tax cuts for the big end of
town — ‘Oh, that is out of bounds. Don’t talk about
that’. They put forward cut after cut.
We saw this just a little while before, with the incoming
Baillieu government: cuts to education and health, a
decimation of TAFE. When they want to get back to a
budget position, they go after vital services first. Then
we saw how they treated our nurses and our
paramedics, turning their backs on the people that
support Victorians.
So the commission of audit is a warning. It is a warning
of what is to come. We will see values put forward of
smaller government. We have seen the shadow
Treasurer talk about a bloated public service. There is
only one ground that he is putting forward there — and
that is, cuts. That is heavy cuts to vital services and
sectors in Victoria. I do not know why the coalition put
forward people to run if they do not want to use
government for good and to support people and help
people in our state.
What is the point of occupying the benches and doing
nothing? That was the hallmark of the 57th Parliament.
They scrambled together a last-minute project, the east–
west link, at 45 cents in the dollar and rerouted the
Melbourne Metro rail tunnel. After years of planning
and works to get to that point, they ran it around
Fishermans Bend and drew it on the back of a napkin
and decided that was good transport planning. They
rezoned land with no public support and no allocation
of schools down there or various health services. That
was their approach to our state. That was their approach

1817

to our planning. So why bother? Why bother putting
your hand up and saying you are going to put yourself
forward for government if you are just going to cut and
decimate vital services that people rely on?
This is the key point. The Leader of the Opposition has
committed to an intersection removal policy. We know
barely any detail about this. To contrast this to the level
crossing removals, he put forward on 3AW the
proposition that you cannot build a rail tunnel through
the city and simply remove some level crossings and
that is the answer to a transport policy. Well, that is a
whole lot more than what those opposite put forward in
their four years. The point is difference. Over 50 level
crossings removed — 172 metropolitan level crossings.
They are putting forward a removal — similar costings;
it could be $6 billion to $8 billion. Who knows the
acquisitions that will have to occur to allow for
freeway-style bridges and ramps, which will hit my
community in Parkdale and in Mordialloc hard, and
freeway-style traffic to get you to the next intersection
quicker, the next set of traffic lights, and you will not be
able to turn right — for billions of dollars?
There are thousands of intersections across
metropolitan Melbourne. What benefit are they
deriving for $8 billion of investment for thousands of
intersections? To get that as well as the existing bill,
which is $13.4 billion at the moment, they are going to
have to make savage cuts to prop up that policy. There
is no other way to deliver it, not to mention the prisons
that they need to build as well, that were committed to.
What on earth will they cut to try to deliver this
intersection policy that seems to be a half-baked,
RACV hotspot survey? They have plucked out some of
the ones at risk and gone, ‘Oh, we’ll pick them to get
you quicker to the next set of traffic lights’. What
assessment has been done, what auditing has been
done to get you faster to the next set of traffic lights? So
they have got an extra $8 billion coming onto the
infrastructure spend, they have got existing
commitments. What are they going to cut? What is their
commission of audit going to deliver? The only way
that they could barely balance their bottom line is to
make savage cuts to education, to health, to TAFE and
to various services.
Will it be the national disability insurance scheme
(NDIS) that they walk away from? Will it be support
for our schools? They walked away from Gonski
education funding; you do not talk about that anymore.
With health funding they have not said anything about
the federal government slashing $2 billion out of health.
Where will they find those savings to try to prop up
their bottom line? That is the key question. At the
moment you look at it and you go, ‘There is $8 billion
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that they’ve got sitting there, and they need to find it’.
With a commission of audit that will underpin those
cuts, I will be reminding our community about that.
The Leader of the Opposition puts forward a notion of
decentralisation. What does decentralisation mean?
Well, when you talk about population growth it is easy
to say, ‘Oh, well, we want to decentralise. We want to
push population centres out’. Well, that has been talked
about for decades — decades — and it needs to be
underpinned by employment outcomes, by jobs and by
government investment — government investment in
communities. To simply push the problem somewhere
else and to tell my community in Mordialloc or anyone
along the Frankston train line that, ‘Our best solution
for you in your community is not to manage growth
and development in your community; it’s to ask you to
go to another community that could be not a few
kilometres away. We want you to move over to the
other side of the state. We want you to leave your
community. We’ve given up. We’ve given up on
dealing with the challenges in your community now.
We are saying that the only way that we are going to
deal with population growth is to ask you to go dozens
of kilometres away from where you live’ — well, I am
sorry, that is not the policy option of this government. It
is about supporting existing communities. It is not
about pushing the problem somewhere else without
jobs and employment.
We know the employment challenges in those
population centres. To simply have decentralisation and
intersection policies — unless they are underpinned by
substantial public investment in these areas — there is
absolutely no hope that these policies could ever fly and
ever deliver for those communities. It is simply a
holding pattern for them to make savage cuts to the
public service and underpin their commission of audit.
So they should be honest and open with the Victorian
people. They should come forward and say exactly
what this commission of audit would entail, because we
have got that example at the federal level. We saw
those challenges.
Mr Morris interjected.
Mr RICHARDSON — The member for
Mornington might defend it. It might not affect him
down in Mornington. It might not affect him in his
Taj Mahal office, where he cannot get up to get to the
printer or answer the door. It might not be a problem for
him, but for people relying on support and services in
my community, they want to know whether they can
access the NDIS. The 140 000 people want to know
whether the coalition will go after the NDIS. What cuts
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will they make to my schools that are in the forward
estimates? We saw them go heavily after TAFE —
Mr Morris interjected.
Mr RICHARDSON — The member for
Mornington can fire up. Maybe he can run down the
corridor and ask the member for Malvern what exactly
is on the hit list for the commission of audit. Who are
they going to take out? Who will be the winners and
losers? We know that the Turnbull Liberal
government —
Mr Morris — You are the ones giving it up.
Mr RICHARDSON — The big end of town — it is
the banks, isn’t it? We have seen this. We saw
120 000 people out on the streets of Melbourne
marching to change the rules. We have got the member
for Malvern, who is straight out of the Costello thought
bubble — the school of Costello. We have got the
federals looking after the banks — an $80 billion tax
cut, $17 billion going to the big end of town, to the
banks. That is what they are prioritising and those are
their values — small government. Who will be the
winners and losers in their version of Victoria? That is
the challenge for the member for Bulleen and the
member for Malvern — the Leader of the Opposition
and the shadow Treasurer — detailing who will be on
the chopping list, who will be suffering those cuts.
We saw how they treated our nurses, and we saw how
they treated our paramedics and our teachers.
Remember when former Premier Ted Baillieu
promised we would have the best paid teachers in
Victoria? He turned his back on that quickly.
Remember Marshall Baillieu, when he was confronted
with nurses pleading for nurse-patient ratios. How did
they respond to that? The middle finger, both literally
and figuratively.
When it comes to vital services in Victoria, when it
comes to investing in health and education, which are at
record levels, with a population tracking towards
10 million over the coming decades, it is vital that we
have a government in Victoria that prioritises everyone,
that governs for all Victorians, be it in Mordialloc, be it
in Mildura, be it in Geelong or be it in Gippsland.
When you think about our investment in health and
education, and when you think about young people now
getting that opportunity in TAFE, that is the so very
critical thing. That is the challenge.
With the Leader of the Opposition — in the basic terms
of psychology — past behaviour is an indication of
future output. He was a member of the former cabinet
under the Baillieu and Napthine governments that
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savagely cut health and education. He worked under
former Premier Jeff Kennett when they made savage
cuts, closed schools, closed rail lines and closed
hospitals. So will his past behaviour be an indication of
future actions? At the moment, with the notion of a
commission of audit, Victorians have a clear choice: we
keep investing in health and education, community
safety, roads and public transport under a Labor
government, or we go backwards to where we were
four years ago under those Liberals.

Primary industries
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (15:32) — I join the
grievance debate today to raise my concerns about the
image of primary production in Victoria, which sadly is
under threat by a number of different organisations. The
primary industries that I am going to refer to are
farming, forestry and mining, all of which are
legitimate activities, run by legitimate businesses.
I want to put on the record first of all my involvement.
My family has farmed in the area of Yea since the
1840s. The land my farm is on, the active farm that I
live on, has been in our family name since the 1850s. In
my previous role as a management consultant, prior to
being elected, I did a lot of work with the mining sector.
As I said, the businesses of farming, forestry and
mining are indeed legitimate. I think they have been
unfairly dealt some blows by members of the
community and sometimes by members of this house,
who perhaps do not understand the importance of these
industries to our everyday lives.
I am going to start with forestry. Sustainable forestry
tends to cop a bit of a hiding. There are protests
continually by the Greens and also by some of the party
members of those opposite. The Australian timber
industry is one of the most regulated in the world, and
you could argue that it is one of the most scrutinised as
well. We have organisations and operations overseas
that would not be able to hold a candle to the way that
we conduct our operations here.
Some of the protests that occur here, with the
campaigns against forestry and timber harvesting, are
definitely spurred on by the Greens. Some of the
comments they have raised have been absolutely
outrageous. I do want to raise some comments that
were made by a member for Eastern Victoria Region in
the other place, Samantha Dunn, and these were
highlighted by Senator Anne Ruston recently in a
Senate estimates hearing. The Greens were using as a
public statement that for every packet of Reflex paper
there were five dead Leadbeater’s possums. That is
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absolutely extraordinary for them to be saying that and
throwing it around like they do, because there are some
people who will believe these outrageous statements. It
had been extrapolated out that for every truck leaving
Australian Paper loaded with Reflex paper, based on
what Ms Dunn has mentioned, that would be
24 000 possums. That is just absolutely outrageous and
extraordinary. I think that is quite foolish of her to make
such statements.
When we have a look at the sustainable logging that
takes place, the timber harvesting, 0.06 per cent of our
reserves are logged. That is 0.06 per cent. It is not 6 per
cent; it is 0.06 per cent, which is six trees in every
10 000. I had a look at the forestry in and around
Powelltown, which has been going on for decades and
decades. If you had a look around, you would not know
by the extent of the forest now that it had actually had
any activities there in the past.
Moving on to farming, like many countries, farming
has been at the forefront of Australia’s development. It
has fed our growing population and provided a
fundamental economic linchpin that has been vital to
Australia’s prosperity. A good example: ‘riding on the
sheep’s back’ — that was brought about because of the
association with the prosperity that we derived from
producing and exporting wool. We know that food and
clothing are fundamental requirements of our lives.
Farmers produce most of the food that we put on our
tables as well as the wool and cotton, which are the raw
materials used for the clothes we wear. Farming has
helped shape our nation, our state and importantly the
district that I come from and represent in this place. It is
embedded in our daily lives, and it is a major
contributor to our economy.
Farmers are now finding it increasingly difficult to
conduct their activities, and I grieve for those farmers.
The right to farm has become an issue. Farmers are
challenged by those who move into farming areas and
like the views but do not like the activities that are
undertaken on a farm. They do not like the sounds and
smells, and they do not like what they do and how they
do it.
I have heard fairly recently that in times of drought
when the paddocks are perhaps not as flush with grass
as they have been at other times people actually make
comments about the welfare of the animals without
having any understanding about how much they get to
eat and about supplementary feeding and about what
goes on with that. Supplementary feeding, as many of
us know, refers to bringing hay onto the field.
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It is just as important to recognise and value the role
that mining plays in our state as a primary industry.
Unfortunately, like farming in some instances, mining
encounters a range of unfair and ill-informed criticism.
I worry that many people look negatively on mining
and extractive industries, and this is going to be the
focus of the rest of my grievance debate contribution.
These industries are vital for our daily life. If you listen
to the Greens, they say that anything that is grown or
that comes out of the ground is bad. You cannot, for
example, heat your home with wood because it uses a
tree and there is the smoke that goes into the
atmosphere. We cannot have gas exploration and have
gas heaters. Oil is not looked at well enough, and if we
look at everything to do with wind turbines, well of
course that absolutely relates in the first instance back
to mining.
I am going to start with the big picture though. In 2016–
17 mineral resources exports reached a record high of
$198 billion and accounted for 54 per cent of Australia’s
total export revenues. Compared to the peak of the
commodity price cycle in 2011–12 — not that long
go — Australia is now producing significantly higher
volumes of its key mineral exports. So the prices have
gone down but we are doing more. The Australian
mining boom’s transition to the production stage comes
after a period of significant investment in the resources
sector in which more than $400 billion of mining energy
and infrastructure projects were developed in Australia.
Mined resources are utilised in the products we use
every day. And this is where I think people that have a
go at mining and talk it down should stop to think
about how it impacts their daily lives. Smartphones, for
example — we all have a smartphone — rely on over
40 mined resources. The electronics contain copper,
gold and silver. The batteries use cobalt, carbon and
aluminium, and the cases are made from magnesium.
All of these minerals come from the ground. The
refrigerators in our homes, like the ones in Parliament
for example, contain 70 kilograms of steel, which is
made from iron ore and metallurgical coal. Our
solar panels contain titanium dioxide, silica, tellurium
and cadmium.
As we move to what are sometimes called the cleaner
energies, all of it still relies on and is based on what
comes out of the ground. It is based on the mining
industry. Wind turbines require vast amounts of steel
for construction, which in turn requires coal to be
produced. So the notion that wind is completely free of
anything that is mined is a fallacy, because the turbines
themselves require vast amounts of steel. Look at how
many metres high — 60 metres — some of these
turbines are. That is a lot of steel that is required.
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Concrete, for example, is used daily in construction on
our roads, in our railway sleepers, our schools, our
hospitals, our homes and our sports stadiums. What is
concrete? It is a combination of cement, and cement is
made from mined lime, silica, alumina, iron ore and
sulphate as well as aggregate, which is mined rocks,
sand and water. Think about our roads and bitumen.
What is bitumen, and where is that from? It comes
from petroleum. If anyone has seen or conducted a
fractional distillation of crude oil, they would have
seen what a great —
Mr Foley — Have you?
Ms McLEISH — Yes, I have. I have conducted it,
and it is fantastic because you can see at various
temperatures all of the different products that come off
the crude oil. What you get left with is the thick tarry
stuff. But this is very important, as are the crushed
rocks and sand, for our roads. As I said, all of our
hospitals, schools and homes rely on concrete and
steel — steel being that mixture of iron and carbon,
derived mostly from iron ore and coming typically from
our state. But we also use timber. We know the demand
is becoming greater. It is certainly not getting less. We
are growing; Victoria is growing rapidly. Our economic
forecasts are positive. The forecasts for demand, which
tell us exactly what we want to know, is that we are
growing. We know this instinctively, but we also know
the demand for resources is growing.
I feel like the government has got a bit of a bet each way
here because it is really keen to appease its coalition
partner, the Greens, but if you go the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning website, you
will find some great information about the extractive
industry sector in Victoria and its importance. Deloitte
Access Economics estimates that in Victoria the mining
and the mining equipment, technology and services
sector — the MET sector — contributed $8.2 billion in
value to the state economy in 2015–16 and supported
88 000 full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs. The indirect
economic contribution is estimated to be $5.5 billion,
supporting another 33 700 FTE jobs. If we look at that
overall — the direct and indirect contribution — it adds
up to $13.6 billion. That represents 4 per cent of our
economic activity in Victoria.
I want to spend a moment talking about our earth
resources, because we have an endowment of earth
resources which help meet the demands of today’s
construction industry. We have 485 operating quarries
across our state that supply the rock, the gravel, the
sand and the base resources, which supports our
$21.6 billion a year construction industry with things
like concrete, cement, bricks, asphalt and other
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construction materials that we need for building. The
government certainly brags about our construction
industry, but it is not bragging about the resources that
we have and the resources that are required to support
the industry. Think about our quarries. Nobody wants a
quarry in their backyard, and what that is doing is the
people that are protesting and making noises about
quarries are pushing them further and further afield.
That means our raw materials have to travel a much
greater distance, and with that greater distance comes
additional cost.
I am also quite alarmed to hear that currently there is a
very long lead time for approvals of new quarries. Not
only that but if an existing quarry operator has an
established quarry and is looking to extend it to make it
a little bit larger to meet demand, then there are huge
time delays. I think the government really needs to
have a good, hard look at that and try to make sure that
we get on and make this easier for them rather than
harder, because at the minute we are seeing that this is
what happens.
We saw recently the widening of Hoddle Street has
blown out by 32 per cent, and that was related to the
cost of raw materials — it is related to what I was just
talking about. These are our taxes that are getting blown
out and wasted. Things that the government could do
are perhaps changing some of the processes and
making them a little bit smoother so that we can get
things moving and not have the lag. If you have a very
strong program around buildings, whether that be roads
or houses in growth suburbs, we need to be able to
support it with our earth resources.
I want to also comment on mineral sands, a very
significant resource, and Victoria does very well in this
field. The Murray Basin is a centre for mineral sands
activity and holds significant deposits. There is more
than 60 tonnes in coarse-grained mineral sands deposits
and more than 200 million tonnes of fine-grained
deposits that have been identified to date. It is important
that investment continues into exploration in this area.
We have got some big projects on the go at the minute
in Gippsland, Horsham and north-east Victoria. Gold
has helped shape Victoria — it has certainly helped
shape the Parliament here and some of our wonderful
buildings. There is excitement at the moment in
Victoria’s gold industry — in Fosterville there is a gold
mine located 20 minutes from Bendigo, and it is
emerging as one of the world’s best gold operations.
We have got the Stavely region in central Victoria,
which is also highly prospective for gold and base
metals. In my electorate at a place called Gaffneys
Creek the A1 mine is back in business. Gaffneys Creek
is between Woods Point and Kevington. Not a lot of

1821

people get to that part of the town, but this certainly
offers opportunities in jobs and also, again, helps with
our resources.
I think the government need to make sure that all of
their members are on board and support the importance
of our primary industries of agriculture, forestry and
indeed mining, because as we grow — and the
projections are that we will continue to grow — we
need to be able to support ourselves. We should have
pride certainly in our mining sector, not just through the
lens of history but also as we look to the future. We
need to stand up and say that the minerals industry is
valued by Victoria. These are all extremely important
and deserve our support. The criticism they receive
from the Greens is unfair.

Liberal Party
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (15:47) — I grieve
for the parlous state of the Liberal Party of Victoria and
the state opposition that have become a machine for
spreading mistruths across Victoria, in this Parliament
and in my community. They are an absolutely woeful
outfit. The Liberal Party is obviously not at all faithful
to the tenets of liberalism, and we know that. As the
member for Essendon so eloquently and powerfully put
the case — I was listening to him from my office —
they are absolutely not faithful to the tenets of
liberalism. As the mainstream conservative party of this
country they are not even truthful or faithful to the
tenets of conservatism, including respect for institutions
and respect for protocols and traditions. They make a
mockery of this Parliament and they make a mockery
of institutions in the state, including the courts,
including interference in the police commissioner’s
office and including politicising the ombudsman. They
make an absolute mockery of the institutions of this
state. They not conservative. They are not liberal. They
are an absolute basket case.
You can tell that they have lost their way. Their
diabolical internal affairs aside — and I might come
back to those later if I get time — they have really
become an angry, yelling, irrational mob. You can tell
by their temper during question time and in terms of the
other contributions they make — their temper is angry,
yelling and irrational. The conservative American
columnist George F. Will, writing about American
conservatism, but it can equally apply to the Victorian
opposition, said:
Today, conservatism is soiled by scowling primitives whose
irritable gestures lack mental ingredients. America needs a
reminder of conservatism before vulgarians hijacked it, and a
hint of how it became susceptible to hijacking.
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He continued:
… sour, whiney, complaining, crybaby populism … the
screechy and dominant tone of the loutish faux
conservatism …

Does not that remind you of some of the members on
the opposite side?
Mr McGuire — Name them!
Mr DIMOPOULOS — The member for
Broadmeadows is tantalisingly inviting me to name
them — and I may in due course. I want you to
remember as I make my contribution the words of
George F. Will:
… sour, whiney, complaining, crybaby populism … the
screechy and dominant tone of the loutish faux
conservatism …

They are the vulgarians that have hijacked
conservatism. We have seen that in spades in this
chamber. Let us look at some examples. I took the
opportunity to go through question time questions —
questions without notice. On 5 June the Leader of the
Opposition — they say fish rots from the head — the
member for Bulleen, asked a question of the Premier:
The equal opportunity commissioner, Kristen Hilton, is on
record as saying the proposed EBA —

for the fire services —
‘needs to change’ because it entrenches discrimination. In the
introduction to your government’s gender equality strategy
you say that if Victoria is:
… serious about ending violence against women, then
we must begin by addressing gender inequality …
and discrimination. Premier, why have you walked away
from your own words that equality is not negotiable in order
to support a blatantly discriminatory EBA?

That is a question by who? The Leader of the
Opposition. When did he become a champion of gender
equality? When did he become a champion of gender
equality either in the fire services or on his own front
bench? How did he become a champion when he has
only two women in the lower house on the front bench?
There are only two women at opposite ends of the
seating arrangements. How did he become a champion
of gender equality when he ignored countless reports
into the fire services under his watch?
Mr Noonan — He has become a champion for
Davids.
Mr DIMOPOULOS — That is right. This is an
absolute example of political tactics taking priority over

Wednesday, 6 June 2018

truth and reality. How did he become a champion of
gender diversity when in his tactics sessions he gets the
only two — or sometimes he goes to the back bench —
female MPs to ask the ‘women’s questions’? It is
outrageous.
We have not waited for the report of the Victorian
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission; we
have acted. We are going to quadruple the numbers of
female fire services officers and we are acting —
something they did not do. But also, when I said before
about disrespecting institutions, this question absolutely
disrespects the Fair Work Commission as the institution
that approves enterprise bargaining agreements in this
country. The Leader of the Opposition pretends it is up
to him or the Premier to approve these things.
This proud government appointed the first ever female
police minister — the first in Victoria’s 160-year
history. We have appointed the first ever female
Governor. We have almost 50 per cent women in
cabinet and in the party room, and the first ever female
Chief Justice. We made the biggest investment — when
you take all state investments and the commonwealth
together, it is bigger than that — in the prevention of
family violence. We have achieved 50 per cent of
representation of women on boards and committees in
the Victorian public sector and we are working towards
achieving 50 per cent in the courts. And this guy, the
Leader of the Opposition, asks such a ridiculous
question. That is what I mean about the vulgarity of
their politics. They do not tell you the truth; they
dispense with the truth just to ask you these ridiculous
questions which absolutely deny the truth.
In the second example the Leader of the Opposition,
again on 23 May in questions without notice, said:
Treasurer, despite hiding the true value of your $450 million
gift of harbourfront land to the AFL, you are still making
small suburban and country sporting clubs beg and borrow
from you, with interest.

Anyone who was uninformed, who had not been living
in Victoria over the last three and a half years would
think, ‘Aw gee, that nasty Premier is making sporting
clubs beg, borrow and steal’. That is the vulgarity of
their politics. When did they become champions of
community sport? Was it when they spent $126 billion
in four years while we have spent $723 million in four
years? Is that when they became champions? They
spent one-sixth of what we have spent and refer to
clubs having to beg, borrow and steal. It is an
outrageous distortion of reality. But what the Leader of
the Opposition did not tell the Victorian people in that
question was, and the Treasurer pointed it out to the
member for Malvern, that they signed the commitment
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to the AFL for a waiver of stamp duty when they did
the purchase of Etihad. They signed that. Our loan
facility for sporting clubs is an additional offering to the
$723 million fund. But, you know, it does not stop
them asking that ridiculous question.
The next example is where the Leader of the
Opposition said on 7 February:
My question is to the Premier. Premier, I refer you to the teen
thug who, despite kicking a policeman in the face, has been
freed without conviction after serving only one month in
custody — this just one month after you boasted that teen
thugs would feel the full force of the law. Premier, given that
you refuse to introduce mandatory minimum sentencing,
what do you have to say to the hardworking men and women
of Victoria Police who are sick and tired of being spat on,
kicked and punched, with little or no consequence from the
government?

Outrageous. When did he become a champion of
Victoria Police? Was it when the shadow Minister for
Police was six years old, the last time they recruited
additional police? Edward O’Donohue in the Council
was six years old when the Liberal Party last recruited
additional police officers. All additional police officers
for the past 38 years have been recruited by Labor
governments.
Or did the Leader of the Opposition become a
champion of police when it was his laws that the judge
used to give that sentence to that teen thug? His laws.
Also, can I remind the chamber that they appointed that
judge? I am not reflecting on the judge, but it was their
appointment of the judge and their laws the judge was
implementing, and the Leader of the Opposition has the
audacity to come in here and ask those questions of a
government that is actually fixing the problem.
He referred to minimum mandatory sentencing. As the
Premier says, ‘Mr Almost Mandatory’, referring to the
member for Hawthorn. On a 3AW interview which is
embarrassing to watch the member for Hawthorn
admitted to Neil Mitchell, ‘Oh, they are not quite
mandatory; of course you cannot have mandatory’. We
are the party of the toughest bail laws in the country and
the toughest parole laws in the country, and the biggest
investment in diversion programs for young people not
to get caught up in the criminal justice system.
My absolute favourite is this one from the member for
Kew in question time on 23 May. This shows how
moribund this party and this opposition is. He asked a
question about school funding and said:
The cost of giving these children a proper toilet is just
$33 000, less than three months salary of one of your 94 extra
public service level 6 bureaucrats that you have employed
over the last year. Can you now tell the families from this
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school and the teachers who have to empty these toilets why,
despite their repeated pleas to fix this disgrace, you chose to
spend $38 million on hiring new bureaucrats …

Are they serious? Are they serious with that question?
The biggest investment ever in the history of Victorian
public education and independent school education —
compared to them, we have tripled the funding — and
they have the audacity to ask that question. Those
bureaucrats they are talking about, as the Premier and
the Minister for Education have said many times, are
speech pathologists, counsellors and a whole bunch of
other support staff. I meet my principals; obviously the
member for Kew does not meet his. In the first year of
this government they said to me, ‘We are overstressed,
overstretched. They have sacked all these workers in
regional offices and we do not get any support’. Now
that is changing, and they recognise that it is changing.
But it does not stop the opposition.
The last one; I could not believe this one. On 10 May
the member for Kew got up here with no
embarrassment at all and said to the Minister for
Education:
Minister, despite assurances to the Catholic Education Office
and the Catholic archdiocese, why have you committed not a
cent of new capital investment in your budget for the almost
40 per cent of Victorian students who are educated in
non-government schools …

Is he serious? They never gave money to independent
and Catholic schools in their term of office. We have
put $120 million into it. Just because we are not going
to flag in advance what election commitments we may
or may not make, he gets up here — I would actually
be embarrassed to get up here and ask that question
when my record is zero. I would be embarrassed. I
would just say to my leader, ‘I am not asking it, sorry. I
am just not asking it’. But he is not embarrassed.
That is exactly the calibre of these people. Mr Davis in
the upper house epitomises how disgraceful their
politics is, how moribund their politics is, how lacking
integrity it is — with his lies around the taxi
compensation regime and around level crossing
removals. I will remind the chamber of what Mr Davis,
the shadow minister, has said about taxis. First of all, no
compensation was offered by those opposite when they
undertook the Fels review, which saw the biggest
decline in taxi licence values, from half a million
dollars to $290 000 — not one dollar of compensation.
Second, the Leader of the Opposition, who now
professes to be a friend of the taxi families, was
probably the first political leader in Australia to make
videos with Uber, saying, ‘Look how fantastic Uber
is!’. My good friend the member for Bentleigh shows
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that video to taxi families and says, ‘Is this your
supporter, this man?’. This is another example of the
absolute divorce from reality of what those opposite
say. Then the Commercial Passenger Vehicle Industry
Amendment (Further Reforms) Bill 2017 went to the
upper house and they voted against the compensation.
They had to be dragged kicking and screaming to
support the compensation.
With that history, with that pedigree, I would be
embarrassed to do anything other than just support the
government’s package of almost half a billion dollars.
But they are not embarrassed. Mr Davis protested
outside my office after he voted against the
compensation, with 60 or 70 taxi licence holders —
half of whom I had met countless times in my office
anyway — saying, ‘You deserve more’, and actually
called me an arsehole on the public record twice. He
watched the worst element of this community, most of
whom are good people, deface a parliamentary office
and took photographs. Then he and the opposition
members of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee got upset last week when the Minister for
Public Transport called them out and said that they are
inciting and supporting these people, because they
absolutely are.
This is the level at which they play politics. I grieve for
the state of affairs in that coalition. It is an absolutely
despicable outfit. It has not provided genuine choice for
the Victorian people. This government does provide a
fantastic choice. That is why we were elected three and
a half years ago. My community has seen profound
improvements in level crossing removals, in school
upgrades and in community sports upgrades. My
community has seen such a transformation in three and
a half years. It has seen that our commitments and our
practical actions are a 100 per cent match, whereas
theirs are not — and I grieve for them.
Question agreed to.

ADVANCING THE TREATY PROCESS
WITH ABORIGINAL VICTORIANS
BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (16:02) — I rise to speak
briefly on the Advancing the Treaty Process with
Aboriginal Victorians Bill 2018. I will respond to just
some of the points made in the debate that has gone on
before. I think the member for Northcote has put the
Greens position on treaty very well. But, having
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listened to some of the contributions today and
yesterday, I want to respond to just some of the points.
First I want to respond to what the member for Melton
said in his contribution. He attacked the character of the
member for Northcote. He did not just mansplain treaty
to the member for Northcote; he white mansplained
treaty to the member for Northcote, not seeking to
understand the reasons why she walked out of the
Uluru statement and left the treaty working group.
What utter hypocrisy for a Labor Party member to
criticise someone for walking out of or not engaging
with a process they believe has been compromised. I
wonder if those views of the member for Melton are
now extended to industrial relations processes as well.
What utter hypocrisy! If the member for Melton wants
some understanding of the member for Northcote’s
position on the Uluru statement and the treaty working
group, he might ask her and he might want familiarise
himself with what self-determination actually is. I
would point him to article 18 of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
which states:
Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in
decision-making in matters which would affect their rights,
through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance
with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop
their own Indigenous decision-making institutions.

I suggest to the member for Melton that he might want
to familiarise himself with that. Also, to suggest that
someone who with their family has been fighting for
treaty for decades is not committed to treaty is
appalling.
I also address what Labor members have said to the
Greens. They said, ‘Look, you’ve got to pass this bill.
This is our only chance’. We certainly welcome the
government’s amendments to address our concerns. But
I would also put to the government and government
members that the issue of the sovereignty of clans is
unresolved. The preamble to this bill states that:
Victorian traditional owners maintain that their sovereignty
has never been ceded, and have long called for treaty.

That is not the government recognising the sovereignty
of clans. I would suggest to members that if they are
not prepared to acknowledge the sovereignty of clans,
which should form the basis of treaty — because a
treaty is something negotiated by two sovereign
parties — if they are not prepared to recognise the
sovereignty of the other party in treaty negotiations,
then they are in absolutely no place to lecture others on
passing a bill that does not recognise that sovereignty.
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I would put it to members that if they want to guarantee
passage of this bill, they should support Greens
amendments to recognise the sovereignty of clans —
and urge their minister to support them. The minister
did not stay in the chamber for the speech by the
member for Northcote, the only Indigenous woman in
this place. I would urge Labor members, who
obviously want to see this bill passed, to support those
amendments.
I would also put to members of the Liberal Party who
have said that treaty should only be done at a federal
level: what an absolute cop-out. I think the Leader of
the Opposition when this bill was second-read said the
Liberals have not previously supported treaty. To
suggest that this is actually a state-federal issue is just a
cop-out. There are plenty of examples of treaties that
have been undertaken at a sub-national level in other
countries. That is a cop-out and it is disappointing. I
would urge the Liberals also to support the Greens
amendments. I certainly look forward to and welcome
this bill going into consideration in detail.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr FOLEY
(Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

EDUCATION LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT (VICTORIAN INSTITUTE
OF TEACHING, TAFE AND OTHER
MATTERS) BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed from 28 March; motion of
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General).
Ms RYAN (Euroa) (16:07) — It is my pleasure
today to rise to contribute to the Education Legislation
Amendment (Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE
and Other Matters) Bill 2018. The bulk of this bill deals
with changes to the Victorian Institute of Teaching
(VIT) but it also enacts some changes to adult
education institutes, most significantly the Centre for
Adult Education. It changes some reporting
requirements for TAFE and makes some amendments
around university council appointments.
I would like to deal first with the changes around the
VIT. I believe as legislators we have an obligation to
absolutely ensure the protection of children in our care,
whether that be in schools, in out-of-home care or in
child protection. To the extent that this bill does that, it
is to be commended. However, we do have a few
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concerns and I think the circumstances which have
actually led us to this point with this legislation in front
of the house are also certainly of some concern.
The Victorian Institute of Teaching is an independent
statutory authority. It was first established in 2002. I
believe that prior to last year it had been through only
one formal review since it was established. The institute
describes its functions as to regulate the Victorian
teaching profession in the public interest. I think public
interest is one of the very key tests here. The truth is
that the bill has arrived before the house because the
VIT in many ways failed to satisfy the community that
it was carrying out its duties in the interests of that test
and in meeting public interest.
That came to a head after the VIT allowed a teacher
who was sacked from a school to keep his registration.
When you go back and have a look at that example, the
media reporting around the time talked about the fact
that the school sacked him because he was showing
students R-rated movies, he was paying them for
massages and he was telling them stories about a whole
range of things, including incest and priests urinating
on a girl’s dress. There were all manner of things that
were just so beyond the realm of anyone who should be
put in charge of young people.
It was a primary school, they were grade 4 students
and, after a rather lengthy investigation, the VIT
decided not to actually deregister him. That clearly was
of huge concern to that school community, but I think it
was also of huge concern to the broader Victorian
community. It really led people to question whether
indeed the VIT was applying the law as it stood and
whether the framework which governs the VIT needed
to be reviewed. It was of significant concern that it took
them some two years after a complaint was lodged
before it came to the conclusion that he should keep
his registration.
One of the things I noted from that time and the public
reporting around it was the Catholic Education
Commission of Victoria saying that they also rely on
the integrity of the VIT process when making
employment decisions, so there are real issues not just
for the public school system but also for Catholic and
independent schools as well. As a result of that, Penny
Armytage, who of course was formerly the Secretary of
the Department of Justice, was commissioned to
undertake a fairly thorough review of the VIT.
She consulted quite widely, and one of the things she
noted was that stakeholders felt that the role of the VIT
and its identity had become increasingly unclear over
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time. That is certainly consistent with feedback that I
have had from a number of teachers and principals on a
whole range of matters. Sometimes I think the VIT
comes down with a big stick, and sometimes that is
most certainly appropriate, but sometimes too it seems
intent on applying the letter of the law and there does
not always seem to be a great use of judgement, of
which I have to say that case in Caulfield South that I
referenced earlier is certainly an example.
More convincingly, the review argued that amendments
to the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 over
time have actually, and I quote:
… resulted in a legislative regime for the VIT that is more
complicated, confusing and difficult to administer than other,
more modern professional registration and regulation
regimes.

It pointed to the complexity of definitions that define
the threshold at which the VIT should undertake
disciplinary action. Those thresholds, as the regime
currently stands, include things like continued fitness,
suitability, misconduct, serious misconduct,
competence, seriously detrimental effects because of
impairment and the ability to practice, plus the
threshold in relation to the conviction of a criminal
offence other than a sexual offence. So there is most
certainly a fair degree of confusion, dare I say, in the
current regime that this bill aims to address.
Principally the bill will align the VIT registration with
the working with children check, which was
recommended by Penny Armytage in her review. It will
also close what has become known as the notification
gap. Until now, teachers who have been registered with
the VIT have not been required to also satisfy the
conditions of a working with children check. However,
there has been no mandated notification of teachers
working outside of a school who have had their
registration cancelled or revoked, and that is what is
known as the notification gap. Under the provisions of
this amendment, registered teachers will be required to
advise the Department of Justice and Regulation of the
details of any organisations other than schools or early
childhood services where they are engaged in
child-related work, and in realigning the VIT
registration with the working with children check the
bill will enable the VIT to treat serious criminal charges
and offences committed by teachers or applicants for
teacher registration in the same way as the Working
with Children Act 2005. We certainly welcome those
changes. We believe that they are sensible and that they
do certainly align with the Armytage review.
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The categories that will now be introduced include a
category A offence, which will result in the VIT
automatically refusing or cancelling a teacher’s
registration. The offences included under category A
include sexual offences committed by an adult against a
child, including child pornography, as well as murder,
attempted murder and rape offences, regardless of a
victim’s age. Clearly nobody who commits those
offences should ever be let anywhere near children.
Category B offences include serious sexual offences
where the victim is an adult, manslaughter and other
serious physical offences, serious drug offences,
offences of failing to protect a child from abuse and
failing to disclose suspected child abuse, and also
category A offences committed by a person when they
were a child.
Category C offences are offences where the conduct
may result in the VIT refusing to grant registration if
the VIT is satisfied that this conduct makes the person
unsuitable to be a teacher and that it would not be in the
public interest to register them. Category C is of
particular interest because there have been far too many
situations where a teacher has been dismissed by the
Department of Education and Training only to be
re-employed by the independent or Catholic sector.
That comes back to the point I was making earlier
about the fact that the Catholic and independent sectors
very much rely on the advice of the VIT when they are
undertaking employment of teachers. Category C, we
believe, poses an ongoing threat to students in Victoria
because teachers who are dismissed for improper
behaviour can still teach — they can still find another
job and repeat their offence.
I do note that whilst many of the recommendations
from the Armytage report are included in the bill, there
are some disturbing omissions. We believe in
particular that the fact that VCAT needs to hear
matters of misconduct but this bill only refers
category A offences to VCAT is of concern given that
offences under both categories B and C include some
very grave and grievous offences. We think that there
are serious recommendations concerning governance
that Penny Armytage highlighted to the government
and a number of those have been omitted from the bill,
which is a great concern because it does make me
wonder just how seriously the government is taking
her findings. In light of some of the incredibly serious
cases that have been brought to the Victorian public’s
attention I think it is incumbent on the government to
perhaps go back and re-examine particularly
category B and C offences, which currently would not
be referred to VCAT if concerns were raised about a
teacher under those two categories.
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The bill also makes several changes, as I mentioned
earlier, around TAFE. Principally those changes relate
to the fact that there is a provision to allow TAFE
institutes to merge with adult education institutes. I
initially had some concerns about this. However, I am
satisfied by the department’s explanation that it relates
only to the Centre for Adult Education. A common
board was established for two institutes — the Centre
for Adult Education and Box Hill Institute — back in
2013, and I understand that the intent of this legislation
is really to remove some duplicate reporting processes
and to consolidate the finances of those two entities. I
would point out that Box Hill, like most other TAFEs
around the state, have certainly faced their fair share of
challenges with declining student enrolments. I think it
is important to make sure that there is transparency in
the way those two institutes report to make sure there
is not a conflation, I suppose, of their finances and,
more importantly, their enrolment data — to make sure
that how those two institutes are run is very clear. But I
do note that the bill does specifically exclude
Australian Multicultural Education Services, the only
other adult education institution in Victoria, to make it
very clear that the implications of this bill only relate to
the Centre for Adult Education and perhaps any other
adult education institute were it ever to be established
in Victoria.
The bill also removes the requirement for TAFE
institutes and adult education institutions to hold annual
meetings. That was a requirement that we put in place
for TAFEs back in 2012. I understand that a number of
TAFEs have gone ahead with their required annual
general meetings only to find that not many people turn
up; however, I think this is something that should be
closely watched. I do have concerns that the
government has drastically reduced transparency
around a lot of the TAFEs, and we know that a number
of TAFEs are facing very significant problems,
including some dire financial circumstances where they
have relied on cash grants from the government at the
end of the calendar year to ensure they return a surplus.
In fact most of the TAFEs are in that situation. But also,
for example, Federation Training has been incredibly
late two years running in tabling its annual reports. In
fact I think the 2016 annual report was tabled beyond
the due date for the 2017 annual report, so Federation
Training has faced significant financial challenges and
significant governance challenges.
I think it is important that members of the public who
are heavily invested in their TAFEs have the
opportunity to go along and ask key questions of
accountability and about how their TAFE is travelling. I
do think that taking away the requirement for them to
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hold an annual general meeting is something that should
be monitored. For example — and this is perhaps the
most current example I could give — at the moment we
have GOTAFE which has been forced to pay back
$1.7 million that it has rorted, as we understand, from
the Victorian government. We have had a CEO that has
stepped down there, and the TAFE has been subject to a
whole range of investigations by both the higher
education and skills group within the department and
more recently an independent reviewer. The
government has released a sanitised four-page report,
and there are a whole range of things taking place at
GOTAFE that the community has not been made privy
to and that staff have not been made privy to. Removing
perhaps one of the only opportunities where the public
has the ability to go along and ask key questions of the
board, I think, is not always a good thing, but we will
maintain a watching brief on that particular issue.
Another provision in the bill confirms that the Victorian
Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA) has
a function to deal with public complaints. That is a very
sensible thing. I know that in our roles as MPs people
often come to us with complaints about different
agencies. I know that there is a degree of frustration
from people when they make a reference to the VRQA
and it is not followed through with. I think that that
function, which is not currently spelled out, really does
align with other regulatory bodies of a nature like the
VRQA. It is sensible to define their role as being one
that handles complaints from the public and places an
obligation on them to actually follow them up.
Finally, the bill makes some changes around university
council appointments by removing the requirement that
those appointments be made by 31 December each
year. Instead it allows the government to make those in
a rolling three-year process. I understand that the
rationale for that is around the difficulties of the
Christmas–New Year period and getting in touch with
people. That may be the case; however, I note that the
Minister for Training and Skills has a terrible track
record on university appointments. It was only two
years ago or less than two years ago, shortly after her
appointment to the role, that she stuffed things up fairly
dramatically by attempting to install a whole bunch of
her Labor mates on university councils, going back on
decisions that had previously been made by the former
minister. In fact this prompted a fairly unprecedented
letter from all of the universities’ chancellors, with the
exception of Melbourne University, who all wrote to
the Premier with some degree of consternation about
the fact that she had gone back on her word.
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In one instance the minister even tried to dump the
former Monash vice-chancellor until someone told her
that he had been appointed as the incoming chancellor
of La Trobe University. This government certainly has a
very embarrassing track record when it comes to
university council appointments. I accept the argument
that it is perhaps difficult when it comes to the
Christmas–New Year period, but I would think that
most people who put their names forward to sit on a
university council would perhaps be attuned to the fact
that notification may come through at some point. The
government does not shut down over the Christmas–
New Year period, so I would have thought that could be
handled, but in any case I do not think it is a particularly
bad thing to do that, and I understand that universities
are fairly supportive of that decision as well.
We will not be opposing these changes. Again, as I
said, we have some concerns that a number of the
recommendations made by Penny Armytage in her very
critical review of the VIT have not been picked up by
this government, particularly those concerns around
category B and category C offences. I do want to place
on record my thanks to the department for their time in
briefing both me and the shadow education minister on
this issue. We do have a number of concerns, and I
think this bill is an incredibly important one in terms of
those changes to the VIT. Certainly the safety of
children in the care of the state in whatever fashion that
might be, whether it is in schools, whether it is in
out-of-home care, whether it is in kindergarten or
wherever it might be, should always be paramount and
be at the forefront of our minds when we are
considering these issues.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) (16:30) — It is
a pleasure to rise this afternoon to speak on the
Education Legislation Amendment (Victorian Institute
of Teaching, TAFE and Other Matters) Bill 2018. I do
thank the member for Euroa for her sincere contribution
in which she mentioned how important it is to have
child safety or child-centred policy as a priority for
government. This is the third week running in this house
that the government has brought forward legislation that
is about making sure that children are safe in our
schools, in out-of-home care institutions, in our church
environments, in our sporting clubs — anywhere in the
community — and in their homes as well. This is
another piece of legislation that builds on a very, very
concerted effort by the Andrews Labor government to
make sure all children are safe and that the children of
Victoria are at the centre of all of our decision-making
and, if need be, our legislative program.
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I will say that as the Parliamentary Secretary for
Education I cannot miss the opportunity to reiterate our
government’s commitment to making sure that the
Education State is built and that every child in every
school has every opportunity to learn, to succeed and to
have a happy, healthy and successful life. That is a
commitment this government made right at the outset,
and every day and with every decision that the minister
makes and with every piece of legislation we bring
forward to this house in this education space we are
forthright, committed and dedicated to making sure that
every child in Victoria gets the best possible education.
This takes many forms, and we see that in this bill.
While I applaud the sincere contribution by the
member for Euroa, I was a little bit distracted the other
day when I saw an article in the Age, I think it was,
with the headline ‘Christians all in a huff about
Thomas the Tank Engine, while real threat to children
is ignored’. It is quite a good article; it is quite a good
read. It talks about the fact that there was a revealing
meltdown on the fringes of Victorian politics during
the week that you might have missed. It is about boys
and girls and gender and books. The story was
dutifully regurgitated across the tabloid media
spectrum and, like clockwork, the crack troops of the
culture wars kitted up and marched.
The article, which is an opinion piece, included the
usual stuff about Marxist propaganda. The member for
Kew is in the chamber and that is one of his favourite
sayings. If you have a look at the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee hearing transcripts, you will see
he is always on about Marxist propaganda. But this
article talks about Safe Schools, which is an
anti-bullying initiative. What was surprising, says this
author, is how willing the same people involved in
these culture wars — these ideological wars, and
frankly they are anti-education and anti-reason — were
to overlook the very real threats to children in
Australian institutions. This is why we need bills like
this. This is why we have a record of bringing bills
around child safety to this house.
The minister in this case, when alerted to some very
disconcerting behaviour and the reaction by our leading
institute, the Victorian Institute of Teaching, in dealing
with it, was swift to institute a review led by Penny
Armytage that was to have a really good look at how
our community now expects our teachers to be dealt
with, and that our emphasis on child safety needed to be
at the level that community expectations were at as well.
The fact is our community is concerned about the
terrible stories that have come out of the royal
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commission and the Betrayal of Trust report, and they
expect our legislators — our ministers — to be bringing
legislation like this to the house that protects every
child in whatever institution they may be and also, as I
said, in their own family. That is why we have such a
strong commitment on this side of the house to our
family violence legislation and to the rollout of the
recommendations of the family violence royal
commission.
If you look at the amendments to the bill you will see
that the main objective of this bill is to amend the
Education and Training Reform Act 2006 to improve
the alignment between the teacher registration scheme
and the working with children check. The bill
ultimately reduces the risk to children’s safety while
maintaining the exemption for registered teachers and
early childhood teachers undertaking work outside of
the school in an early childhood environment. It will
improve the consistency of decisions made by the
Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) and the working
with children check unit in respect of charges for
convictions for serious offences. I think all schools
would like that.
The member for Euroa quite correctly pointed out there
has been a lack of clarity sometimes. These are
complex issues that the VIT have to deal with, but
sometimes there has been a lack of clarity — I will use
the word again — to say exactly what the VIT should
have been doing or could have been doing. It will also
improve information-sharing arrangements between the
VIT, the working with children unit and the
out-of-home care suitability panel to enable better
decision-making to protect children. Importantly — and
this is very important — it will ensure that a teacher’s
registration is automatically suspended or cancelled if
their working with children check is suspended or
cancelled. This ensures that people who are given
negative notices under the Working with Children
Act 2005 are not able to continue working as teachers.
The bill has also got some references to the new
statutory functions for VIT. It strengthens the VIT’s
decision-making about teacher conduct and suitability
to teach. The bill will amend VIT’s functions to require
the VIT to consider the safety and wellbeing of
children, taking into account community expectations
when performing their regulatory function. People talk
about public interest, but we are actually talking about
more than public interest; we are actually talking about
community expectations. As I said earlier, the
community have high expectations, as they surely will.
We have got to convince the community that we are on
their side on this — that we are watchful about this —
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because there is a certain degree of uneasiness out there
fuelled by a whole lot of other forces that are rampant
in our community at the moment. This is a very
important function for the VIT to get right. It really
makes it explicit that the wellbeing and safety of
children are to be the core considerations in the VIT’s
decision-making when carrying out its functions.
The bill also allows TAFE institutes to take over an
adult education institute. I understand this has a lot to
do with the Box Hill Institute and the Centre for Adult
Education seeking to merge into one entity. The other
thing that the bill does is remove the requirement for
TAFE institutes and adult education institutes to hold
an annual meeting. You only have to see the terrific
annual reports that are produced by our TAFEs — in
fact I think there is a recent Auditor-General’s report
that has a good look at governance at TAFEs and their
reporting procedures. It says that all TAFEs have
improved in this area; they have actually lifted their
game in making sure that what they say they are doing,
they are doing, and they are putting it down for all of us
to read in their annual reports. So I think it is sensible
that they do not have to go through an annual meeting
at Christmas–New Year time. It will allow them to
concentrate on continuing to produce what are very
much improved annual reports.
As I said at the outset, this is an important bill. It has
been the result of some very swift action taken by the
excellent Minister for Education, who is well aware of
the need to make sure that teachers, students and
parents have a very good working environment where
they have all the resources they need to learn. But
uppermost in his thinking was to make sure — as we all
agree is very important — that when we drop our kids
off to school at the start of the day they go to a very,
very safe environment where they are taught by very
well-credentialled teachers. This bill is a very important
step in making sure that the community can trust what
is going on in our schools and in our institutions. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr T. SMITH (Kew) (16:40) — I too rise for my
contribution on the Education Legislation Amendment
(Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE and Other
Matters) Bill 2018. I want to put on record my position,
which is to not oppose this bill. I think there are certain
aspects of this bill that are very much in the public
interest. I think anything to tighten up issues of child
protection within the school system are very worthy,
and of course the opposition wholeheartedly supports
the government’s tightening up of various measures.
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Clauses 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12 and 19 of the bill require that
the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) refuse
registration, including renewal of registration or
permission to teach, or suspend a registration that is
ongoing or existing under part 2.6 of the act, if a teacher
is charged with or convicted of a category A offence or
is issued with an interim negative notice under the
Working with Children Act 2005. A category A offence
is a very, very serious offence — that is, sexual
offences committed by an adult against child, including
child pornography, as well as murder, attempted
murder and rape offences.
Clause 22 of the bill also requires the VIT to cancel or
refuse to grant an existing registration under part 2.6 if
the person has been convicted or found guilty of a
category A offence or given a negative notice under the
Working with Children Act. Clause 31 provides that the
VIT’s decision to refuse or grant registration under
part 2.6 of the act because of a conviction for a category
A offence or negative notice under the Working with
Children Act will not be reviewable by the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal.
The bill also, can I say, puts in new categories around
category B offences. The VIT may suspend a teacher’s
registration without inquiry if a teacher is charged with
a category B offence and does not pose an unjustifiable
risk to children. Category B offences are serious sexual
offences where the victim is an adult, manslaughter and
other serious physical offences, serious drug offences
and the offence of failing to protect a child from abuse
or failing to disclose suspected child abuse, and also
category A offences committed by a person when they
were a child. I completely support those reforms.
Where I have concerns is around category C, which
covers any other indictable offence and specified
summary offences as well as serious misconduct that is
not criminal. I want to focus very briefly, if I can, on
those instances surrounding teacher misconduct that are
not necessarily criminal.
A number of issues have been raised in the media in
recent times, and I suspect that that was the catalyst for
the Minister for Education to announce the Armytage
review into the VIT. He said in announcing this review
that there had been a number of decisions by the VIT
that quite frankly failed to meet community
expectations. I think he had a point, because, for
example, there was the case of Mr Keith Currie from
Bacchus Marsh Grammar who admitted to grooming a
15-year-old student four decades earlier when he was in
his late 20s. He admitted to having made inappropriate
sexual advances to a female student between 1978 and
1980. The victim only came forward in 2015. The case
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was heard by the VIT panel in March 2018 but it
concluded that Mr Currie should keep his registration
despite being guilty of serious misconduct. That to me
was profoundly concerning. I do not think anyone in
this house thinks that someone with that background
ought to be teaching children in this state.
I am aware of at least two other instances — one in
August 2017 and one in May 2017 — where the
teachers concerned, Mr Nagashima and Mr Johnson,
were found by the VIT to have committed serious
misconduct. In one instance it was an unprofessional
relationship with a female student — a historic matter
of serious misconduct. The teacher had been
suspended for six months at the time of the panel’s
decision but is currently fit to teach. And then there is
Mr Nagashima. Again, there should be an extremely
high threshold for permission to be given to teach in
Victoria. It is one of the most important positions in
society. It is a position of —
Mr Wynne — Trust.
Mr T. SMITH — immense trust, as the Minister
for Planning quite correctly observed. Parents,
guardians and carers need to have full confidence that
those who are teaching their children or grandchildren
or other individuals are of not just the highest quality
from a professional perspective but also the highest
ethical quality.
Mr Wynne — Integrity.
Mr T. SMITH — And indeed integrity. I make no
bones about my position that if any teacher has done
things that the Victorian community would find to be
inappropriate and that constitute professional
misconduct, I do not think they should be in the
classroom. It is this area that I have struggled with in
this bill. Under these current reforms if a teacher is
found to have committed serious misconduct but fails
to meet those thresholds of a very serious category A
offence or indeed a category B offence, then they
theoretically could still be allowed into the classroom. I
am in no way impugning the Andrews Labor
government on this — I understand exactly what they
are saying — but I think the direction and indeed, I
suppose, the message to the VIT and those who sit on
the panels of the VIT that judge a teacher’s ability to
continue to do their job is that when there have been
proven allegations of serious misconduct I do not
believe those teachers should be there.
I think the emphasis must be on the protection of
children. I think the emphasis must be on the protection
of the reputation of the profession, because each and
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every time a teacher is found to have undertaken
behaviours that are contrary to community expectations
it brings the system and indeed the profession into
disrepute. I am someone who is a massive supporter of
the teaching profession. My sister is a grade 5 teacher. I
know how hard she works. I know that it is not just the
hours in the classroom; it is a profession and indeed it is
a lifestyle, dare I say, that is often unrewarded. I want to
put on record my support for teachers in not just the
public system but also in the independent and Catholic
systems who do, as I said previously, one of the most
important jobs in our society, which is preparing the
next generation of Victorians.

needs at the old — now closed and non-existent —
Golden Square Secondary College. I know that as a
teacher he took his job very, very seriously, particularly
in relation to supporting kids with special needs. The
professionalism that he showed in his role as a teacher
was something that he was very proud of. He was very
proud of the fact that he was a teacher and that he had a
contribution to make in making sure that the children
that were in his charge got the absolute best education
and had the best outcomes. As we all know, a good
teacher can inspire hope, ignite imaginations and
indeed instil a love of learning. Of all of the hard jobs
around, one of the hardest is being a good teacher.

In the minute and a half that I have left to speak I
would like to encourage the VIT to improve the
strength of rigour around their registration processes,
particularly given some of the data we have seen
coming out of universities like Victoria University
where 27 per cent of initial teacher education graduates
failed the federal government’s literacy test and 24 per
cent failed the numeracy test. I put on record my
support for what this government has done with regard
to Australian tertiary admission rank thresholds for
new teachers. I think that we all agree that the best way
to improve student outcomes is to improve the quality
of teaching in the system. One of the best ways to do
that is to have high thresholds for new teachers that are
coming into particularly the state system. But the VIT,
as the guardian of the teaching profession in Victoria,
must be mindful that not all initial teacher education
degrees are equal. They need to be mindful that the
quality of graduates is very, very important in
improving our system.

I am sure everyone in this house will remember their
own education at some point and will remember a
teacher or teachers — not the methods and techniques
that those teachers used, but the teachers themselves —
because it is teachers who are at the heart of our
education system. The majority of teachers across
Victoria in our education system do an outstanding job.
Without a doubt, they are great role models and they
serve our children well. I look forward to my two little
grandchildren starting school in a couple of years time. I
am sure that they will have wonderful teachers as well.

Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) (16:50) — I am
pleased to make a contribution to the Education
Legislation Amendment (Victorian Institute of
Teaching, TAFE and Other Matters) Bill 2018. Before I
commence my contribution, I would like to point out to
the member for Kew that the changes this legislation
makes are aimed specifically at making sure decisions
like the ones he referred to do not happen again. Hence
child safety and community standards are indeed a
centrepiece of this legislation. I would also like to point
out that the category C offence that the member for
Kew was referring to in his contribution is the same
offence as one under the Working with Children Act
2005, and again a centrepiece of this legislation is the
merging of the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT)
and the Working with Children Act.
My late husband was a secondary school teacher of
history. He later did a postgraduate course in special
education and was a teacher of children with special

Of course we know that children have a right to be
loved unconditionally, nurtured abundantly and
protected valiantly — to have their feelings respected
and nurtured in ways that allow them to develop a sense
of self-worth. They also deserve a safe environment
that is free from intimidation or abuse. While they are
under the care of their school, that is absolutely what
should happen. It is really difficult to conceive or
accept that a teacher would in any way harm a student,
and yet sadly we have seen some reports of that
happening. It has not happened frequently, I would
point out, but where it does happen we need to make
sure that there are protections in place; and where there
are gaps in the system in which some teachers might
see that they can abuse a child, we need to make sure
that those gaps are closed.
The protection of children and their educational
wellbeing, along with the reputation of and public trust
in our teaching profession, lies at the heart of teacher
regulation. That brings me to the heart of the bill, which
is putting the protection, safety and wellbeing of our
children and young people at the absolute centre of
government education policy and making sure the
people of Victoria have confidence in our education
system and indeed our teaching profession.
In its final report on working with children checks,
handed down in June 2015, the McClellan Royal
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Commission into Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse emphasised the need for consistent
minimum standards for screening people working with
children, and to achieve such consistency it called for a
national model of working with children checks. The
Victorian Andrews Labor government remains
absolutely committed to addressing the issues raised by
the McClellan royal commission. The importance of
this bill is that it better aligns the Victorian Institute of
Teaching, which administers the registration of teachers
in Victoria — a scheme that was established by a Labor
government, I might add — with the working with
children checks scheme to ensure the continued safety
and wellbeing of our children.
The working with children checks scheme started in
2006. That was three years after the VIT began
regulating Victoria’s teachers. While the VIT assesses a
person’s ability to teach using a test, which includes the
assessment of a person’s safety to work with children,
they also look at qualifications and characteristics
related to the role of a teacher. Both the working with
children check and the VIT registration scheme rely on
the national criminal history check and other
disciplinary information to ensure that persons working
with children are subject to rigorous screening and a
risk assessment process.
If you look at the online requirements of the national
police history check, it says that to be registered with
the VIT or indeed to renew your registration as a
teacher you need to have a current and satisfactory
national police history check, conducted by the VIT on
the teacher’s behalf. If the national police history check
is due to expire, teachers need to undertake another
check when they renew their registration. The national
police history check also provides details of convictions
and findings of guilt for criminal offences following an
examination of the records held by police services in
Australian states and territories. So you can see that
there is a very significant check already in place.
With registered teachers already being regulated by the
VIT when the working with children check scheme
commenced, the Working with Children Act 2005
provided that registered teachers would be exempt from
a working with children check because of the national
working with children history check.
The McClellan royal commission’s final report on
working with children checks provided an opportunity
for the Victorian government to consider the VIT
registration scheme and the working with children
check scheme with the objective of ensuring that the
two schemes are as closely aligned as possible in
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relation to the screening of a person’s suitability to
work with children. We also considered the working
with children check teacher exemption to make sure
that the operation of the exemption did not compromise
the safety of children. Currently it is an offence under
the Working with Children Act for a registered teacher
to not notify the working with children check unit if
their registration has been suspended or cancelled by
the VIT.
This bill goes a long way to ensuring that some of the
information that has been put out by the media and
some of the stories that were referred to in our media
last year never happen again. We do not want a
situation where we have children being abused by those
who are in charge of their daily life. Every child goes to
school, as we know. Every child deserves to be
protected while they are at school. This bill absolutely
makes sure that there are no gaps when it comes to
having teachers fully qualified but also fully checked to
ensure that that particular person has no history of
sexual offences or any criminal activity.
It is absolutely imperative that governments, certainly a
Labor government like ours, do something to make sure
that any gaps or loopholes are completely given over so
that anyone who sends their child to school — every
day of the week we send children to school — knows
that they are safe and they are protected and we can
have confidence in our teaching profession. There is
nothing more important for our children’s safety, as it is
for their education, to make sure that those who are in
charge of their education are people who are there for
the right reasons — and that of course is to educate our
children in a very professional manner.
Before I finish I just want to mention again and
congratulate the teachers across Victoria, who do an
outstanding job. I have complete confidence that they
will continue to do so.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (17:00) — It
gives me pleasure to rise to contribute to this debate on
the Education Legislation Amendment (Victorian
Institute of Teaching, TAFE and Other Matters) Bill
2018. Certainly the bill before the house covers the
regulation of a very important part of the Victorian
system, which is the regulation of our teachers. We
know that our teachers do a fantastic job in the work
that they do in schools — government, non-government
and Catholic schools — across Victoria, and it is
imperative that we have a system in place which
parents and the community can have faith in. We know
that teachers give of their time, work hard and put the
best interests of our children forward in terms of
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providing the best educational opportunities that they
can receive in the education system.
But we know that over a period of time there have been
people that have entered the education system who not
only the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) have been
opposed to but also, more importantly, the broader
community have raised concerns about. There have
been numerous cases over recent times of incidents
involving people of questionable character, and I have
let others make determinations as to whether they were
appropriate to be teachers. I certainly remember a case
recently, in the last couple of years, of where a teacher
seeking registration had formerly been incarcerated
overseas for involvement in the transportation of drugs
on more than one occasion. In that situation, from
memory, their registration was in fact approved on a
decision that overturned a decision of the VIT. There are
obviously other examples of where the VIT has made
decisions about which the community have concerns.
Ultimately the community and parents need to have
faith in the system to ensure that people who are
teaching in our schools meet the necessary test — that
being the working with children check. It is imperative
that the work that was done by Penny Armytage, who
played the role of independent reviewer of the VIT, is
identified and taken up by the government. I do note
that in her report, which was presented on 1 December
last year, she makes 34 recommendations, and I notice
that recommendation 6 is the recommendation dealing
with working with children. Clearly there is a range of
other recommendations here that the government needs
to address, and the government needs to clarify what in
fact it will be doing in regard to those other
recommendations.
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occurred — for example, Bendigo TAFE and Kangan
Institute. In fact when I was minister and had
responsibility, it was those two organisations that came
to the government seeking to merge. It was the same
with the creation of Federation Training. The two
institutions in Gippsland approached me as the minister
seeking to merge, and acting upon those formal
requests from those boards, which were supported by
their communities, we delivered that outcome.
It is interesting that despite the protestations that were
put forward by the now government about the merging
of those institutions, they have not in fact sought to
unmerge them to ensure that the former bodies are
reinstated — that Kangan is reinstated, that Bendigo
TAFE is reinstated and that the two institutions in
Gippsland are reinstated. In fact they have retained the
authorities that we delivered in government, and they
are now building on that because they are now going to
be having CAE formally merging with Box Hill TAFE,
which builds on exactly the work that we were doing
in government.
It is interesting when we look at the principal function of
training in the state of Victoria. The principal function of
delivering training in the state of Victoria is to provide
educational opportunities, and the best measure of that is
the number of people in the state who utilise that
service. It is very interesting to see that we left
government with an outward commitment of $5 billion
to be expended over four years to continue to deliver
training, while under this government we have seen a
collapse in the number of people that have undertaken
vocational training being delivered in this state through
institutions to which the Victorian training guarantee or
the state government funding provides assistance.

I think it is also important that we look at the provisions
within this act as they relate to TAFE. I find it
interesting that the bill before the house actually seeks
to confirm a merger of Box Hill Institute with the
Centre for Adult Education (CAE). I find it interesting
that we have a bill before the house which is going to
be delivering this provision. This builds in fact on work
that was being undertaken by the former government.
In my capacity as Minister for Higher Education and
Skills for a period, I in fact oversaw the mergers that
took place of four of our institutions into two. Certainly
the Centre for Adult Education was working very
closely with Box Hill TAFE, and that was something
that was actively encouraged by the organisations. We
were very pleased to continue their support.

So for a government that champions itself on being the
Education State, for a government that champions
itself on expanding educational opportunities for
Victorians, the measure of that, the very simple
measure of that, is not buildings and it is not courses; it
is students. That is the only measure that you need to
determine the success of your program. The facts tell
us through the annual reports that under this
government training has collapsed. Training has
collapsed and numbers have collapsed under this
government. In fact we had more people in training
four years ago, when I was minister, than we do today
under this government, despite the fact —

I think it is interesting to raise this because much has
been said by those opposite about the mergers that

Mr WAKELING — Well, 151 000 more, despite
the fact that over the four-year period our population

Ms Ryan — 151 000 more
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has grown at a rate of 120 000-odd people each and
every year. So we have got nearly 500 000 more
Victorians than we had four years ago, and even if the
numbers in training had just increased by the rate of
population growth, even if they had grown at that rate,
meaning that the government did no more than deliver
the same level of training for the same number of
Victorians, you would have seen incremental growth,
but what has happened is that it has declined. We have
got 500 000 more Victorians living in this state than we
had four years ago, but under this government today
there are 150 000 less people in training than there were
four years ago.
For this government to stand up in this house and talk
about the fact that they have been the champions of
vocational training — you know, that they stood up for
those institutions that were merged, when they attacked
the former government for merging institutions, that
they stood up for the people who were not being given
an opportunity to have access to vocational training and
that they were going to open up these institutions that
were closed — when they talked about all of that, you
would have thought there would have been a flood of
people walking into these buildings to undertake
training. You would have thought that that was simply
going to be the corollary of that political outcome, but
in fact we have had the absolute opposite of that. We
have had people leave these institutions. We have
150 000 less people in training today than we had four
years ago. I think that is a sad indictment of the way in
which this government has managed vocational training
in this state.
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) (17:10) — It is my
pleasure to rise in support of the Education Legislation
Amendment (Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE
and Other Matters) Bill 2018. A significant part of this
bill, as we have heard from previous speakers, is about
better protecting children in our education system and
ensuring a better flow of information and consistency
of processes to this end. I will cover some of the details
of the bill and try to add some commentary along the
way, should time permit.
Effectively the bill aims to improve the alignment
between the teacher registration scheme, which is
regulated by the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT),
and the working with children check scheme, which is
regulated by the Secretary of the Department of Justice
and Regulation through the working with children
check unit.
As many in this place may know, registered teachers
are exempt from applying for a working with children
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check under the Working with Children Act 2005, but
we are seeking to amend this slightly so that there is a
requirement that registered teachers advise the working
with children check unit of any child-related work that
they undertake outside of their school environment.
This includes providing information about the
organisations that they work for in a paid or a
voluntary capacity.
For example, to put that in real terms, if a teacher works
as a swimming instructor, a scout volunteer or
something similar, they would need to provide the
relevant information to the working with children check
unit about these activities, and they must do that within
21 days of commencing those activities. In the event
that a teacher is deregistered by the VIT, having this
information would then allow the working with
children check unit to check in with the other
organisations that that teacher may have been working
for, and that teacher would then be required to get a
working with children check to continue to work for
those organisations. So there are very practical and
positive flow-on impacts from that change.
To give a sense of how many teachers would be
impacted by this change, it is estimated that about
20 per cent of all registered teachers engage in
volunteer or other child-related work outside of their
school setting. This equates to about 26 000 registered
teachers, which is actually a very positive thing. It says
a lot about the teachers in our system that they commit
a lot of their time outside of their day jobs to bettering
the lives of young people.
These changes are fundamentally aimed at reducing the
risks to children’s safety while maintaining the
exemption for registered teachers and early childhood
teachers undertaking work outside of their education
environment. As with most things, it is a matter of
balance — of wanting to encourage those activities
while also making sure that the appropriate tracking
and checks and balances are there to manage that.
Broadly speaking the amendments in this bill will make
the VIT teacher registration framework more consistent
with the working with children check scheme. The bill
also amends VIT statutory functions so as to strengthen
the institute’s decision-making about teacher conduct
and suitability to teach when a teacher is the subject of
charges, convictions, misconduct allegations or
proceedings where children are involved. These
amendments will require the VIT to consider the safety
and wellbeing of children, taking them into account as
part of community expectations.
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This is effectively about improving the consistency of
decisions made by the VIT and the working with
children check unit. These amendments will mean that
the VIT will consider the same kinds of offences and
conduct as the working with children check unit. I think
this would make sense to most people, and I think most
of our constituents would probably hope that that was
already taking place.
To give another example, these changes would mean
that for a category A offence, which is a very serious
offence that includes child pornography, possession of
child pornography, murder, attempted murder, rape
and other sexual offences — very serious offences —
that results in the loss of a working with children check
under the working with children check scheme will
also result in the loss of teacher registration. As I said,
that is something the community would fairly expect in
those circumstances. These category A offences will
also include three additional sexual offences that are
not currently specified in the relevant schedule to the
Working with Children Act, and they include forced
marriage involving a person under 18 years of age,
using a carriage service for sexual activity with a
person under the age of 16 and using a carriage service
to transmit indecent communication to a person under
the age of 16 . Again, those are all offences that
I think most, if not all, in the public would be pleased
to see included.
In relation to category B offences, which are, for
example, serious sexual offences, serious drug offences,
stalking, loitering and failing to protect a child from
child abuse or to disclose child abuse — on the scale of
being slightly less severe than those category A
offences — the bill will incorporate into the VIT’s
decision-making process a presumption in favour of a
cancellation of registration or a refusal to register unless
the VIT is satisfied that maintaining registration would
not pose an unjustifiable risk to children. Category C
offences, as you can probably guess from the order I
have outlined so far, are of a much less serious nature
and will be considered by the VIT in its discretion
when assessing a person’s conduct and suitability for
registration.
Amendments in the bill will also improve
information-sharing arrangements between the VIT and
the working with children check unit as well as the
out-of-home care suitability panel to ensure better
decision-making and to ultimately better protect
children. This would include, for example, a
requirement that the VIT share information regarding
disciplinary action taken against a registered teacher,
which would then allow the working with children
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check unit to consider this when it performs its
regulatory functions — again, a very practical and
positive outcome of those changes. The changes to the
VIT’s functions were prompted, as we have heard, by a
review commissioned by the Minister for Education
into the governance and decision-making of the
institute, which followed on from a series of decisions
to not sanction or deregister a teacher whose conduct
clearly fell below community expectations. I know the
member for Euroa outlined a particular example of that
which would horrify most in this place.
The bill also enables a TAFE institute to merge with an
adult education institution. However, Adult
Multicultural Education Services, or AMES, as we
better know them, is excluded from this merger because
the intention is really to enable a merger of Box Hill
Institute with the Centre for Adult Education. These
two entities have been operating under one governing
board since 2016 and have a longstanding partnership.
By enabling a formal merger we can create significant
operational efficiencies and also remove duplication of
reporting, audit and registration requirements.
Further amendments in the bill relate to the Victoria
University Act 2010. They go to the terms of
appointment for university council members. These
changes will allow both university and the government
council member appointments to be determined for any
period up to three years, which gives some desired
flexibility to these arrangements. These changes also
make it easier to fill casual vacancies by removing the
requirement that an appointee has ‘like qualifications’
and also by removing the restriction that the appointee
only serves out the resigning member’s term or the
remaining part of the resigning member’s turn. Finally,
the bill will confer a new complaint-handling function
for the Victorian Registration and Qualifications
Authority, enabling it to investigate complaints against
a person or a body registered with them to provide
education or training. The authority would also be able
to investigate the conduct of its authorised officers.
I have spent most my contribution reflecting on the
changes that go directly to the Victorian Institute of
Teaching and protecting children within educational
environments. There are good reasons for that. Many of
us in this place have in our own communities or
neighbouring communities or have even just read in the
press stories of conduct in educational environments
that have been truly alarming. Recently there was one
in my community where a teacher at a local Catholic
school was arrested as part of what was quite a big sting
and picked up for having child pornography. He was a
very senior member of this school community. That
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incident caused significant shock in the broader
community and raised a lot of questions about how
somebody with his issues and his criminality, really, in
terms of the case that is being made against him, could
be able to be in an educational environment. When
these things come up it is fair for the community to
expect that we make the required changes to make sure
that our system can identify these risks and deal with
them — not just in a silo, though, but across the many
networks that form government services and
government protections. With that, I commend the bill
to the house.
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (17:20) — I rise today,
as others have, to comment on and make remarks
regarding the Education Legislation Amendment
(Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE and Other
Matters) Bill 2018. This bill, in many ways, is an
extension of a long campaign in all sectors of the
community in state, federal and local government and
in educational institutions themselves to better
strengthen the processes and procedures that exist
within institutions to protect and safeguard our children
in their care. That is something that we can only hope
will work, will strengthen the system and will keep
more children safe. However, it has been focused on
now for quite some years. It has consumed many
hundreds of millions of dollars of taxpayer funds and
resources. A concern I would raise is that in our quest
to keep our children morally safe, safe from predators
and safe from people that might do them harm we have
taken our eye off the ball as to why our schools and
education facilities exist, and that of course is to
provide a love of learning, lifelong education and tools
that equip our young people with the skills they need to
operate, thrive, flourish and live in the modern world.
Mr Pearson interjected.
Mr RIORDAN — With the interjections being
heard, as usual, from the member for Essendon, I refer
to the Attorney-General’s introduction of his
second-reading speech, where he refers to the
McClellan royal commission:
Valuing children and their rights is the foundation of all
child-safe institutions —

which we agree with.
The best interests of children must be the primary
consideration.

So what I am saying is that we need to keep our eye on
the ball as to what we are trying to achieve with
education. The United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child is very clear about it. It is in
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article 28 and is one of the most important things that
we need to keep focused on — that is, the right for
children to have an education. One of the sad facts that
is becoming more and more evident in a rural electorate
like mine in Polwarth and in other rural electorates is
the complete and utter neglect of educational outcomes
and capacity for and access to education for students in
country, rural and regional Victoria.
My beef with this appalling situation is not with the
schools themselves but with the education system that
this government has been responsible for over 17 of the
last 21 years. The government calls Victoria the
Education State, but I will just read out some of the
regular non-attendance rates at secondary schools in my
electorate. We have schools at 60 per cent, 50 per cent,
42 per cent, 29 per cent and 24 per cent. One school
progressed in one year from 60 per cent to 50 per cent,
a 10 per cent improvement, but I do not think anyone
could possibly suggest for a moment that we are
looking for, caring for and having the best regard for
our students with non-attendance rates well in excess of
not 10 per cent, not 15 per cent, not 20 per cent, not
30 per cent, but in excess of 40 per cent on a year-in,
year-out basis in some of our regional communities.
I thought, ‘Is this unique just to my area? Is there
something endemically wrong with south-west
Victoria?’. I looked throughout regional and rural
Victoria to see chronic non-attendance rates. I then
thought, ‘Is there a reason for this? Are these statistical
aberrations?’. If you go back through the data, this has
been a constant theme in our country schools not this
past year, not the year before, but ongoing for the last
10 years. In talking to people in the field I have been
asking, ‘What is it that is causing this? Why are we
seeing over half the students enrolled in country schools
not turning up on a regular basis? What is causing that?
What is the disconnect inside the government that calls
Victoria the Education State, the government that says
it is putting children first, the government that is
prepared to spend hundreds of millions on making
schools safer from predators and from unsavoury
people but at the same time having no focus at all on
encouraging, keeping, maintaining and supporting
students in these educational institutions?’.
When we look at the raw numbers, what does that
mean? What does that mean, for example, in a town of
10 000 people? We know that 10 years ago there were
100 more students enrolled in secondary education than
there were in primary schools. Fast-forward 10 years
and we now have a situation where there are 300 fewer
students enrolled in secondary education in those same
communities and yet the growth in primary enrolments
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has continued to slowly increase, so we have got more
students going into the system and fewer students
staying in the system, being educated in the system and
being supported in the system. That is of great concern
to any community that on the one hand says it is putting
in all it can to make environments and institutions safer
but on the other hand is not providing the educational
services that those communities clearly need and want.
This bill also covers the area of TAFE and encourages
adult education and TAFE to merge and work together.
TAFE of course is another area where rural and
regional areas, despite the rhetoric of the government,
are still chronically underperforming. We have a
situation where TAFEs are not motivated, encouraged
or driven by the needs of the communities to provide
relevant educational courses but instead provide
whatever the government of the day dishes out. We
have the ludicrous situation in an area such as mine
with a huge agricultural dairying industry producing
30 per cent of the nation’s output in dairy while there is
no cohesive dairying adult education, training or
support. That is a situation that once again is
symptomatic of the position we find ourselves in where
on the one hand we are trying to make our institutions
safer and better for our young people and our students,
but on the other hand we are clearly not providing them
the mix of education and learning experiences that they
so clearly need and want.
We also have the competitive tension that we find in
our various TAFE providers working in smaller country
communities, picking the eyes out of the courses and
leaving a net result of jacks of all trades and masters of
none. We have a situation where at the moment I am
helping to support and provide accommodation for
upwards of six or seven young apprentices in my own
community who are unable to get the TAFE training
and support that they need in their own country town,
which in recent times has had in excess of $10 million
to $15 million invested in TAFE training facilities that
are currently largely unused and have no students
enrolled in them. Now, in order to undertake the
courses that the students want to do, they find
themselves having to go through the very expensive
process of finding accommodation in Melbourne and
leaving their community to seek education elsewhere.
So we have a situation where we need to support a bill
that makes educational facilities safer and more child
friendly but at the same time it completely neglects the
obligation the government has to provide universal
education that is accessible, relevant and pertinent to
the students that want to enrol in it. We have a situation
where country Victorian towns have a lack of regular
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attendance at schools that is absolutely out of control.
We have a situation where there are very few support
mechanisms in place for those schools to actively
re-engage with their students and get them back to
school. We have a situation where, unless there is a
chronic crime or other problem in a community, this
government ignores the high lack of attendance at
schools. We have a situation where we are setting up a
generation of young people in our community who will
suffer as a result of the lack of focus of this government
on the needs and requirements of young people to get a
good education, to feel engaged at school and to get the
education that will set them up for the jobs of the
future, particularly in a region like south-west Victoria,
where jobs are aplenty and opportunities are aplenty but
where we are denying our young people the
opportunity to take best advantage of those jobs.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (17:30) — I am
delighted to make a contribution on the Education
Legislation Amendment (Victorian Institute of
Teaching, TAFE and Other Matters) Bill 2018. I
listened carefully to the member for Polwarth’s
contribution. He quoted figures about secondary school
students not going on and finishing their education and
seemed to be grasping at why this might be the case.
He could not really quite understand why that would
be. I have not been in this place long, but I have been
here slightly longer than the member. My advice is —
and I am not sure if the member has done this —
maybe if he went and spoke with the principals in his
electorate and said, ‘Look, I have got these figures, can
you explain to me what you are seeing on the
ground?’, that might work.
Mr Riordan interjected.
Mr PEARSON — He says he has done it, but he
did not enlighten the house as to why that might be
the case.
Mr Riordan interjected.
Mr PEARSON — The member says he has had
many conversations. I am sure he has had many
conversations with himself, but I am not sure if he is
actually talking to people in his electorate.
I think it is important to know that for the first time in
30 years enrolments in our secondary schools are
increasing, because people are voting with their feet.
They recognise and they understand that this
government is investing in quality public education. It
is not just happening in electorates like Essendon, it is
happening in Polwarth and it is happening right across
the state.
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I listened to the member for Ferntree Gully’s
contribution, and the reality is that the reason why some
of these TAFEs were forced to merge was that their
funding had been cut by the former government. That is
what happened. Their funding was cut and they had no
choice; they had to try to find a way in which they
could stay afloat. The most expedient way in which to
do so was to look at trying to merge their operations.
Another point I would make about the member’s
contribution is that clearly the member has a lack of
appreciation of the state’s value proposition. The value
proposition of Victoria in relation to a key export
industry like education is not about quantity. It is not
about how many courses, it is not about how many
contact hours, it is not about how many students per se;
it is about quality. It is about providing a quality
educative environment to make sure that as people in
Asia look to Victoria and look at the quality education
experience they might turn around and say, ‘We will
encourage our children to come to Victoria for their
secondary education or for their post-compulsory
education and training’. That is what we are trying to do.
As evidence of that is the fact that in this year’s budget
we have invested $304 million for another
30 000 TAFE places, and we are investing $172 million
in free TAFE courses. It is really important to be clear
on this. We are investing in education because it is
about quality. It is about making sure that we can get
quality designed courses that are applicable to the needs
of industry, and that is what we are trying to do. For
people to be fixated on contact hours or student
numbers is missing the point. The reality is that if you
are looking at trying to support a burgeoning export
industry, people are not going to be paying money for
second-rate, average courses. They are going to pay
money to come to Victoria and they will come to
Victoria because of the quality of the education
experience. That is what we are on about.
I could not quite understand the member for Polwarth’s
initial contribution about a safe environment for
children being somehow at odds with a love of
learning. I would have thought that if you are creating a
safe, nurturing learning environment, then it will follow
that that is the best precondition to develop a love of
learning. If a child is brutalised or has a deleterious
experience in the school environment they are going to,
then it will have a negative impact upon their brain
development, particularly if they are young, and it will
impact upon the quality of their education. You can
have a love of learning and have a safe learning
environment at the same time, so I am not quite sure
why the member for Polwarth thinks that this is
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somehow mutually exclusive. Perhaps he may wish to
enlighten us one day in one of his other musings.
The bill makes a number of changes to university acts,
and I am particularly drawn to division 7 of the bill,
which amends the University of Melbourne Act 2009. I
am very pleased and proud to say I am a graduate of this
august and noble institution. I thoroughly enjoyed
myself at Melbourne University; it was an absolute
cracker of a time in the early 1990s. To come from my
background, to come from where I grew up and to find
myself walking through that old law court in the early
1990s — and I was the first person in my family to get
to university — was a joy. I still feel that joy now
whenever I go back to Melbourne University. It is just a
great pleasure.
Universities are governed by university councils. I know
people who have served on university councils in the
past, and they have described it to me as an incredibly
rich and rewarding experience. Melbourne University is
one of the best universities in the region, and I think it is
the best university in the country. With its proximity to
the Parkville precinct, with its proximity to that growing
burgeoning biotech sector, it has got such an enormous
role to play in terms of the future prosperity of this state
and therefore of this nation.
The amendment to clause 8(2) of schedule 1 to the
University of Melbourne Act removes the requirement
that a person filling a casual vacancy of an appointed
member must have like qualifications to the member
whose office has become vacant, so that it is at the
discretion of the university. I think this is important
because it is about making sure that the university can
make a call at the time when that casual vacancy occurs
as to what its needs and requirements are.
I had a wonderful experience on a couple of boards
before I came to this place. In one of those experiences
I looked at trying to bring on a whole raft of new
non-executive directors, board members I should say. It
was a really great experience working out what their
skill sets were. We knew where we wanted to take the
organisation but we wanted to make sure we had the
expertise on the board and to appoint that expertise so
that the organisation was in the best position to take
advantage of the circumstances it was confronting. It
was a really important experience. Being able to turn
around and let the organisation determine what its
needs and requirements are is incredibly important.
Clause 8(4) of schedule 1 to the University of
Melbourne Act is amended to remove the restriction
that a person who fills a casual vacancy is only entitled
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to hold the office for the remainder of the original
member’s term. I think this certainly makes a lot
of sense.
If you look at Melbourne University and the reserves
that it has available to it, it is certainly extremely well
placed to play a really important role in terms of having
better engagement with Asia and finding ways in which
it can look to enhance those industry linkages. Certainly
in the past I have thought that it is really important that
we find an alignment between the needs of industry and
the needs of the education institutions and that we have
the ability to create and churn out graduates who are
ready to go to work and ready to fulfil the needs and
functions of industry then and there.
As a funny aside, I do recall in the mid-1990s working
here when John Brumby was opposition leader. I spent
a lot of time working on a particular policy about trying
to reconstitute the councils of some of the regional
universities, allocating them on the basis of regional
council areas and almost creating a separate
bureaucratic structure that would formalise the
engagement and the relationship between the
universities and industry. I spent hours and hours trying
to pull this paper together. I pulled it together, and Julia
Gillard, who was chief of staff at the time, and I went in
and spoke with John. He just looked at it, turned the
paper to one side and said, ‘Yeah, no, we’re not doing
that’. At that stage I just felt completely crushed and
deflated that this great idea that I thought was such a
winner was just so derisively —
Mr Pakula interjected.
Mr PEARSON — The Attorney-General said,
‘That was John being nice’. I think it was. But it was
done, there was no profanity expressed and he did
thank me for my labours and endeavours, so that was
very kind of him. I suppose, if anything, it just proved
that I did have an ability to write and I could come up
with some policy work and some original ideas. As
someone once said, ‘His ideas are good and original.
The good ones aren’t original and the original ones
aren’t good’. Anyhow, on that note, I commend the bill
to the house.
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) (17:40) — I am also
pleased to have the opportunity to speak on the
Education Legislation Amendment (Victorian Institute
of Teaching, TAFE and Other Matters) Bill 2018.
Before I begin my contribution I will say to the member
for Essendon: do not stop with those incredible ideas
and that enthusiasm that you bring to this place,
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because it certainly inspires us all. And I have no doubt
that the ideas will just keep on coming.
This bill is about safety, certainty and ensuring that our
schools and education providers are the very best that
they can be. The Andrews Labor government is not by
words but most importantly by actions creating the
Education State. We need our registration bodies and
government agencies to be reviewed and modernised
constantly to ensure the best possible outcomes for our
local communities right across the state. This
government is committed to working hard constantly
and consistently to bring in new bills, new laws,
through this place to ensure a safer, stronger and
fairer Victoria.
We know and we have heard this evening that teachers
play an incredibly important role in our society. We
know that students need to be supported through school
and that they need to be encouraged, and of course
parents, families and communities expect those in our
education system to uphold the utmost integrity and
professionalism in all elements, all aspects, of the work
that they do.
The Education State, as we know, is being created, and
we are ensuring that every child right across Victoria
has the best opportunities. I listened to your
contribution, Acting Speaker Graley, and I know your
passion as the parliamentary secretary in this space. I
certainly know how passionate you are to see every
single Victorian student get the opportunity to be their
very best.
The Education State is not just a slogan. It is about
those new and upgraded schools; it is about access to
the Campus, Sports and Excursions Fund, ensuring that
no student misses out; and it is about the breakfast clubs
and the free eye tests. There are a whole raft of
measures that this government have implemented since
our time in office to ensure that our students are
supported within their school and therefore supported
within their local community. We know that a student’s
safety is incredibly important whilst they are at school,
whilst they are anywhere in our community, and of
course school plays such an important role in that.
What I am thrilled about is that since we were elected
there has been a significant investment in education in
my local community, with over $44 million to fund
local schools, compared to just $1.76 million in the
time of the former government. I would like to take this
opportunity to put on record my thanks to my local
schools, those hardworking principals, teachers, school
council representatives and of course the broader
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network of parents and friends who we as local
members see every day we visit our schools and who
really make the school community tick. I am pleased to
be part of the Andrews Labor government, which
believes in our kids and is committed to making this the
Education State.
The bill makes a number of important changes to our
TAFE sector as well. I have heard a number of
members discuss the importance of TAFE in providing
opportunities to gain skills to those who want to upskill,
retrain or get a new opportunity.
We know that through record investment in
infrastructure delivered by this government we have in
this state record growth. We are the fastest growing
state in the nation, and we have a whole series of
projects that are designed to keep Victoria the most
livable state in the nation. We have projects such as
Melbourne Metro, with those five new stations and
7000 jobs in construction. Other projects include the
north-east link, connecting the ring-road to the Eastern
Freeway; the 50 level crossing removals; and the West
Gate tunnel.
All those massive projects create jobs, and we need to
be finding the skills for people to work on these
projects. This is why the TAFE announcement in the
May budget is critical: it is ensuring that skills are
provided. And of course we are making TAFE free. I
have to say that since the announcement of free TAFE
it has been an absolute pleasure to hear from local
people in my electorate about the importance of having
the opportunity to find a skill or to retrain. That
decision is not based on how much money you have,
and having a chance to gain this skill from 1 January
next year is an incredibly important thing and
something that as a member of this government I am
incredibly proud to be a part of.
The bill, as other members have mentioned, will amend
the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 to align
the registration scheme for teachers and early childhood
teachers with the scheme under the Working with
Children Act 2005 for assessing applicants for a
working with children check. It will provide for
penalties for registered teachers who fail to comply
with requirements to give the Victorian Institute of
Teaching (VIT) certain information. The VIT plays an
important role in ensuring that our teachers meet the
guidelines and qualifications requirements to be able to
work in our schools. This is incredibly important for
student outcomes, school outcomes and outcomes in
the local community. The bill will empower the
Victorian Institute of Teaching to share certain

Wednesday, 6 June 2018

information with the secretary under the Working with
Children Act 2005 regarding child-related work
undertaken by applicants for registration.
I have discussed TAFE during my contribution. The
bill will provide for a TAFE institute to merge with an
adult education institution. The bill will also provide for
the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority
to handle complaints against various persons, bodies,
schools and institutions. It will also require the
Victorian Institute of Teaching to consider the
wellbeing and safety of children, which I have
mentioned, taking into account community
expectations when performing its regulatory functions.
In making a number of these changes there are related
amendments to the Working with Children Act 2005
and the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005, minor
amendments to the Public Administration Act 2004 and
amendments to various university acts in relation to
members of university councils.
Schools should be and are places of learning and places
of discovery. Our teachers need to be trained and
equipped to help our students to be their best and to
enhance those individuals to be well-rounded,
respectful citizens of our great state. The Victorian
Institute of Teaching is an integral body which is
charged with the registration and management of our
teachers, and we need it to be a professional, modern
and in-touch authority. The bill strengthens our
education system and builds on and continues the great
work that is being done to create the Education State.
What we know as local members, certainly as members
of the Andrews Labor government, is that when you
move around your community — certainly on the back
of a budget that has made significant investments into
local schools; investments that would not have been
made if it were not for this government — it is an
incredibly proud moment when you are able to confirm
to your local school a funding injection. Whether it be
$3.5 million for Sunbury Primary School or
$10.8 million for Sunbury and Macedon Ranges
Specialist School, they are really significant outcomes
that actually change what a school can do in terms of
capital and, most importantly, to create an environment
that is well supported. That these are areas where our
local kids are proud to go to and know that they are
supported is something that I am incredibly proud of.
That is a fundamental hallmark of course of the
Andrews Labor government.
We know that we need our registration bodies to be the
best they can be, we know that we need to ensure that
our teachers are supported through that process, but
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what we also know is we need safe environments for
our children to study and learn in. I want to put on
record my thanks to the minister and his department for
creating the Education State, and I commend the bill to
the house.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Graley) — The
member for Oakleigh.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (17:50) — Thank
you, Acting Speaker. It gives me pleasure to speak
on —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Graley) — Excuse
me, member for Oakleigh. Could you refrain from
speaking? I did not see the member for Mildura. I will
allow him to go first if you could follow. Thank you.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) (17:50) — Thank you, Acting
Speaker, and thank you to the member for Oakleigh. I
rise to make a contribution to the Education Legislation
Amendment (Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE
and Other Matters) Bill 2018. The bill has a number of
purposes, including to align the registration of teachers
and early childhood teachers with the scheme under the
Working with Children Act 2005 for assessing
applicants for a working with children check; to
provide for penalties for registered teachers who fail to
comply with requirements to give the Victorian
Institute of Teaching (VIT) certain information; to
require the Victorian Institute of Teaching to give
certain information about the suspension and
cancellation of registered teachers to the secretary under
the Working with Children Act 2005; to empower the
VIT to share certain information with the secretary
under the Working with Children Act 2005 regarding
child-related work undertaken by applicants for
registration; to provide for handling of complaints by
the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority
against various persons, bodies, schools and
institutions; and to provide for a TAFE institute to
merge with an adult education institution. The bill
makes further related amendments to other acts as well.
It is the last point that I want to talk about, which is the
role of TAFE and other educational institutions within
the electorate of Mildura. Firstly, education is
dependent on, or very much linked to, the local
economy, and the Mildura local economy is strong at
the moment. I refer to an article by Michael DiFabrizio
in the Sunraysia Daily only very recently under the
headline ‘It’s fruitful for property’. The article states:
The cost of land, interest rates and some good years for the
fresh fruit industry are behind the recent uptick in Mildura
property prices.
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Valuation firm Herron Todd White upgraded houses in
Mildura to a ‘rising market’ in its latest property report.
The firm each month publishes a ‘property clock’ to indicate
what stage of the cycle different housing markets … are at.
Mildura has moved up from ‘start of recovery’ to ‘rising
market’.

All the signs are there that Mildura’s economy is
strong.
What are the implications for a strong local economy?
The implications certainly are there for employment,
and only last year, in 2017, the Victorian skills
commissioner published his regional skills demand
profile for the Mallee. At page 4 it states:
Task force —

which the skills commissioner heads up —
estimates identify future workforce demand of between 2900
and 4400 new workers from 2017 to 2020 to support growth
and replace anticipated retirements.

That is within the economy of north-west Victoria.
Where are some of those growth areas going to be? The
growth areas are certainly going to be in horticulture,
which is being driven by an Australian dollar that is
compatible with our exports, the free trade agreements
that have been negotiated by the federal government
and a quality product which is in demand, and that is
fantastic for the jobs that are there.
Horticulture is estimated to require somewhere between
600 and 1100 more workers in our region; our other
agricultural areas 100 to 200; and our hospitality and
tourism — when you have got a vibrant economy, your
hospitality area is stronger, and tourism has always
been a feature of Mildura’s economy — 250 to 300
more workers. Construction — Mildura is a town of
tradies, and our building and construction industry is
strong — is going to need another 200 to 300 workers.
Manufacturing to support our horticultural and
agricultural industries as well as those other support
industries — they are all co-related — will need 250 to
400 workers. Transport logistics and automotive, 350 to
550. The retail trade, as Mildura gets bigger and
stronger, 400 to 500, and of course health care and
social assistance, 750 to 1000.
These are very promising prospects, and there is a role
in there for educational institutions, particularly TAFE.
The vocational education and training (VET) system
has had a very important role in meeting the forecast
workforce demand, and employers have identified a
number of things that will assist entry-level
employment. They have said here in the report that
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students can benefit from greater awareness, interest
and exposure to careers in the industries I have
mentioned. The changes and opportunity in the labour
market take time to filter down to the trainers, schools,
students and parents, and that is very much the case in
Mildura. There are some amazing opportunities laid out
in this report for Mildura to grasp. There is an unmet
demand for various skills in trades, including
boilermakers, diesel mechanics and machine operators.
So there are a whole number of good things that are
happening in that economy.
How are we going to address this labour shortage? We
are taught that VET is absolutely vital to leading this
labour shortage in Mildura. One of the areas that we
have looked at in the local learning and employment
network — and I would like to thank Ron Broadhead
for his work on this to give us some statistics — and
what we do know, because our education system is a
really good data keeper, is the number of students in
years 10, 11 and 12 that can meet this as a source of
labour between 2017 and 2020. In terms of the 15 to
19 years olds at school, we know that we have got
3500 students enrolled. We do know that 46 per cent of
them will go to uni, so that is 1610 that will go to uni.
Five per cent will do a certificate IV and above; that is
175. Ten per cent will do apprenticeships which are
three years or more. So out of all of that — out of those
3500 school leavers — that leaves 1365 people to fill
those 2900 to 4400 jobs. So we do have a real
challenge, and I think there are a number of things that
have been talked about in the Mildura region that will
further drive some of that employment more towards
the top of that 4400 than the minimum 2900.
Mildura Rural City Council tell me that there are
around 1000 unemployed people in Mildura. They do
use that to talk the town down, but in fact that is a
resource that we do need to be working strongly with,
particularly through our educational institutions and
other training bodies, to get those 1000 people into
those jobs that are available. So even with all of that we
are still short, and Mildura is already a fly-in fly-out,
drive-in drive-out town. Every so often there is a
special charter flight that brings in workers for a
number of the projects; a 150-seat jet brings those
tradesmen and other workers in regularly.
We need to work out what we can do with this. In our
educational institutions, with TAFE, we are talking
about how science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM) is going to be extremely
important for the future of our agricultural and
horticultural areas. What we want to do is have STEM
added to our TAFE so that we can train our own
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specialists to meet our own needs in the Mildura region.
We also need to work on our secondary schools, to
have better facilities within our secondary schools and
go beyond tasters, or some of the old labs that are there
to get our young people interested in the skills that are
out there — the opportunities with trade and the
opportunities through certificate training traineeships to
work. We also know that there is a role for Flo Connect
to re-engage those young people who are disconnected
from education and get them into the workforce.
So there are great opportunities out there, and the cost
to our future of not meeting the workforce demand will
be a huge opportunity lost. It is up to the education
system, industry and all the Sunraysia community to
meet this challenge, one that we cannot fail in.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Graley) — I would
like to thank the member for Oakleigh for his
understanding and patience. The member for Oakleigh,
on the bill.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) (18:00) — I would
never deny the honourable member his contribution. It
gives me great pleasure to speak on the Education
Legislation Amendment (Victorian Institute of
Teaching, TAFE and Other Matters) Bill 2018. Of
course this bill does very important things in relation to
a whole range of areas but principally in relation to the
registration scheme to close an apparent gap in terms of
child safety. The objectives obviously, as others have
mentioned and the minister talked about, are to better
align the Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT)
registration scheme with the working with children
check scheme, to allow for a TAFE institute to take
over an adult education institution, to remove the
requirements for TAFE institutions and adult education
institutions to hold annual meetings, to amend all eight
of Victoria’s public university acts in relation to
university and government council member
appointments and to make minor and technical
consequential changes.
The Attorney-General made an excellent
second-reading contribution, and I want to quote from
parts of it:
The protection, safety and wellbeing of our children and
young people is of paramount importance to this Government
and to the people of Victoria.

That is so evident after the entire nation has been
educated through both the Victorian parliamentary
inquiry into institutional child abuse and also the
federal inquiry — the federal royal commission. In its
final report on working with children checks, handed
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down in June 2015, the McClellan Royal Commission
into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse
emphasised the need for consistent minimum standards
for screening people working with children and, to
achieve such consistency, called for a national model.
That makes eminent sense, and I think that most
Victorians would think that was already the case.
A key purpose of this bill is to better align the Victorian
Institute of Teaching registration scheme with the
working with children check, which is important. In the
current system registered teachers are already regulated
by the VIT. When the working with children scheme
commenced, it provided that registered teachers would
be exempt from a working with children check for all
child-related work, including non-teaching work. The
exemption applies to both paid and voluntary activities
such as with sporting and recreational clubs, youth
groups and tutoring organisations. The royal
commission’s report found that working with children
checks provided an opportunity for the Victorian
government to consider the VIT registration scheme
and the working with children check scheme, with the
objective of ensuring that the two schemes are as
closely aligned as possible in relation to the screening
of a person’s suitability to work with children.
Currently it is an offence under the Working with
Children Act 2005 for a registered teacher to not notify
the working with children check unit if their registration
has been suspended or cancelled by the VIT. Whilst it
is an offence for a teacher who has had their registration
suspended or cancelled to continue working in these
circumstances without obtaining a working with
children check, there is a risk that such a person may
continue to engage in child-related work outside of a
school or an early childhood service. We have seen
some examples of that, which some of my colleagues
have talked about.
Neither the VIT nor the Department of Justice and
Regulation, which administers the working with
children check, is able to notify the other organisations
employing or engaging the teacher, which is ludicrous.
This has been identified as a ‘notification gap’, as the
other organisations employing or engaging the teacher
will not know if the teacher’s registration has been
cancelled or suspended and that the teacher is no longer
exempt from obtaining a working with children check.
People just make the assumption that once you are a
teacher you are exempt from a working with children
check. So if the teacher whose registration has been
suspended or cancelled wishes to continue to engage in
child-related work at these other organisations, they
will be required to apply for a working with children
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check under the aspirations of this bill. They are vitally
important matters in terms of closing the gaps that both
the royal commission and also our own parliamentary
inquiry identified.
We will continue to change the rules to protect children,
and I can see no more noble an objective. In this very
chamber in this very Parliament we addressed the legal
loopholes that had big institutions like the Catholic
Church and others protecting their assets from the
genuine right of victims and their families to pursue
those assets as compensation for neglect and child
abuse by those very institutions. We removed that
loophole in this chamber in this Parliament. We have
removed the statute of limitations for historical offences
of child abuse. The fact that time has passed should not
in itself be a reason for these things to not be brought to
justice and for victims to not have an opportunity to
pursue these things in the courts.
In the last sitting week we debated the bill on the
national redress scheme, referring our powers to the
commonwealth in order to properly establish a national
redress scheme. I am really proud that this government
and this Premier were amongst the first leaders
nationally in this endeavour to sign up to the national
redress scheme. In fact Victoria and New South Wales
were the first states to sign up.
These are very important matters, because we must
provide safety for children in all contexts but
particularly at school, where it goes without saying that
there is an implicit understanding among parents and
the community that children will be safest at home and
at school. We are making sure in many, many ways that
this is what happens in Victorian schools.
Others have taken the opportunity in the debate on this
very important bill to talk about investment in
education. I think that is appropriate, because to provide
a safe environment is fundamental and important but
beyond that you have to do more. I am immensely
proud, as others have said, of this government’s
commitment to education. When we announced that
our numberplates would bear the slogan ‘Victoria —
the Education State’, I think there were some people
who thought, ‘That’s political; that’s just a slogan’. But
three and a half years on, people have accepted that this
is absolutely the Education State. Our commitment to
education could not be any more obvious. In my
community we have gone from an investment under the
previous government of $544 000 in four years across
15 schools to an investment under our government of
$56 million in three and a half years across the same
15 schools. That is 103 times more. That is our
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commitment to not only keeping children safe but also
giving them the opportunity of a good-quality education
and the life chances they get from that opportunity.
We have not only invested in capital works but we have
invested in equity funding and we have committed our
Gonski funding until this year. The federal government
has not. We have also provided special needs funding,
we have provided funding for camps, sports and
excursions, we have provided breakfast clubs and we
have provided a whole range of other ancillary services,
if you can call them that, to ensure that children get an
opportunity to learn. If a child is not able to read
because they do not have glasses or if a child is hungry
because they have not had breakfast, they cannot
concentrate and they cannot learn. We have covered
those bases. Of course there is more to do, but I am
immensely proud of this government’s commitment to
education — from safety right through to the
opportunities for kids to learn on a full stomach and
with absolute support around them.
On TAFE I heard from my office the member for
Ferntree Gully talking about how there are fewer
people training in Victoria’s training sector today than
when he was the minister. I think the member for
Essendon said very well that it is not about numbers; it
is about quality. We heard some of the horror stories
both at the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
hearings and also in this Parliament of taxpayer funding
of dodgy providers, with young people not coming out
with a degree or a certificate that is worth anything but
paying through the nose for it. We have closed down
those shonky providers, and we have beefed up the
regulatory agencies to continue to do that work.
Mr Richardson interjected.
Mr DIMOPOULOS — That is right. The member
for Mordialloc reminds me that we have put back into
TAFE — after the previous government ripped out
close to $1 billion — through opening up old campuses
that were closed by them. We have also recently settled
the enterprise bargaining agreement, which provides for
a longer range of hours for students to attend courses,
including on Saturdays and in the evening, and we have
provided 30 TAFE courses across a range of important
industries, including agriculture, which I think one of
the National Party MPs talked about. This is our
investment in children, in young people and in adults in
terms of TAFE and the education sector. We are not
just keeping children safe; we are providing
opportunities for all Victorians throughout their lives to
train and retrain. I commend the bill to the house.
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Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) (18:10) — It is a
pleasure to rise to speak on the Education Legislation
Amendment (Victorian Institute of Teaching, TAFE
and Other Matters) Bill 2018 and to follow some of the
contributions of my colleagues in talking about a range
of issues, including the absolute imperative to protect
children at all times, especially in one of the most
trusted and fundamental roles — that of the
teacher-student relationship. The bill covers other
elements, particularly around TAFE.
I was really heartened to hear the enthusiasm of the
member for Mildura as he gave a strong and energised
defence of TAFE and talked about the need for more
opportunity in TAFE. I do not know where the member
for Mildura was when they were gutting TAFE under
the previous government, in the 57th Parliament, but I
am glad that it seemed like there was a ringing
endorsement of our policy and our announcement in
this year’s budget to strengthen TAFE and to make
30 priority courses free to really give young people an
opportunity to find the jobs of tomorrow and get those
necessary skills. I even think the member for Mildura
might have been asking for those 10 priority courses. I
think he was putting in a bit of a plug for a second hit at
some of those things. Maybe he should write to the
minister in the other place, Gayle Tierney, and have a
chat with her about how important TAFE is and how
they want to strengthen it. He could then perhaps finish
off with a few apologies after they gutted TAFE in the
previous Parliament. That was a loss for me.
The contribution from the member for Polwarth talked
about student retainment numbers, not that they are a
feature of this bill. I have a bit of advice for him.
Maybe the new TAFE amendments and the skills that
are being provided and allowing people to do their
apprenticeship while in the secondary setting might
just keep people in schools and might keep people in
that training course. Given that you can do the
13th year as part of your high school studies, that is
probably the best way to retain people — get them a
job and make the Victorian certificate of applied
learning, Victorian education and training programs
and TAFE as strong as possible. It is heartwarming to
see the coalition finally getting on board with TAFE
and supporting those very important institutions.
This bill is fundamental; when we talk about the
protection of children, there is nothing more
fundamental. Parents and guardians entrust their
children to our teachers each and every day, and that
relationship is a very strong bond. For some people that
relationship between teacher and student is one that can
be so very critical — if they do not have that support at
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home; they might be on their own, they might be
experiencing disadvantage or they might be subject to
terrible incidents of family violence — and that support
can leave a lasting legacy on people for years to come.
That relationship and that bond is so very important.
Where there is a risk though — where we have people
who would breach that trust and breach that confidence
and that very important relationship — that is where
this bill comes in. We learned substantial lessons from
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to
Child Sexual Abuse, and we spoke last sitting week
about the redress scheme, about the importance of
supporting those people and correcting the wrongs of
the past and about the need to really acknowledge those
people that have been subjected to horrible abuse.
There is also the importance of institutions
strengthening their practices, be it in the religious
sector, in the government sector or in the not-for-profit
sector, each of which interact each and every day with
children. This bill looks to strengthen the Victorian
Institute of Teaching’s requirements and to put into
legislation the focus on supporting the care for and the
safety and wellbeing of our children. I could not think
of a more important thing than putting that into
legislation and being aware of the setting and the time
that we are in — acknowledging community
expectations and involving people in our community
and our society in that discussion. And so the Victorian
Institute of Teaching will, in this legislation, also have
consideration of community expectations, and I think
that is appropriate. Those are two very important things.
There was something mentioned in the second-reading
speech of the Minister for Education, and that was the
notification gap. I acknowledge the two registration
requirements here — the working with children check
and then also the requirements under the Victorian
Institute of Teaching. The government has done a lot to
strengthen that work. Referred to in very bureaucratic
language, this ‘notification gap’ could lead to dire
consequences, and we do not want administrative gaps.
There has been media coverage of various issues over
the last few months. We do not want any gap in the
legislation resulting in a terrible incident occurring or
an increase in risk unnecessarily being perpetrated in
our schools or in our systems. So these are very
important reforms that make sure we put the safety of
children in our schools and in our education sector at
the forefront of everything we do, and I think that is so
very critical.
There are also some changes that I would like to
acknowledge in the TAFE sector. In regard to this last
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state budget, if you talk about values and education and
if you talk about the Education State, it is one thing to
say it — and I take this from my community as well —
it is one thing to put it on numberplates, but the other
thing is to act. The space that we are in with young
people and our investment in TAFE is so very exciting
for our state. New jobs have been created on major
projects in Victoria, and 10 per cent have to be
apprentices. To see the resurgence of TAFE, when we
literally cut the padlocks off our TAFEs in Lilydale
and Greensborough to reopen these institutions and to
then greatly support TAFE, gives young people hope
and prosperity.
I have had people in my community say, ‘I might
reconsider what I’m doing’ or, ‘Costs won’t be a barrier
for me now to get a skill and then get a better chance at
getting a job’. This could potentially sever generational
poverty and generational disadvantage. That is what
members of Parliament and governments should be
charged to do. To hear those stories where people
reflect that their circumstances might change for the
better is a real honour and privilege when you are a
member of Parliament. To work in this government,
where we are putting TAFE at the forefront of
everything that we do, is so very exciting. I cannot wait
to see the first people go through under our reforms to
TAFE — the first to get that opportunity. It might be
that they develop their skills and get their training in an
apprenticeship on a Victorian government project. With
10 per cent apprentices required on each and every
major project, the likelihood of that is very strong.
Under this bill there is more support for TAFE, where
there is a merger with an adult education provider. It
goes further as well. Then also there is more flexibility
around annual reporting and the requirements that have
been amended in this bill — again, that supports our
TAFE institutions to go further and it supports the work
they do.
In my electorate alone 14 000 people have benefited
from a TAFE-equivalent qualification, so it has played
a substantial part — one in three people in my
community have benefited from TAFE. That goes on to
underpin the work that people do in their careers or
when they go on to further studies or endeavours. I
could not think of anything more important than
supporting our institutions and our TAFEs and going
further in that regard.
The bill does a number of things across a range of
areas. We have got protection of children, limiting that
notification gap — really important work after media
reports that have shown issues that we have had with
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gaps in the system. We have acted quickly to make sure
that there is no added risk or burden upon our young
Victorians and to make sure that they are safe and
secure in our community.
Then there is the support as well for TAFE that is so
very critical. I am very pleased that those opposite are
starting to mention TAFE in a favourable light again,
rather than what we have seen previously, which is a
degradation of TAFE funding, the closure of campuses,
young people struggling to find opportunities and youth
unemployment reaching record levels. We are seeing
the ship turn around with TAFE being supported and
our skills and training being strengthened for the future
because we want Victorians to first get a qualification
and to then get a job and be working in Victoria, rather
than the state having to import skills and labour. It is
about investing in our people in our community.
This is an important bill that does some great work. It
strengthens this government’s mission to invest in
education and to always put the skills of our young
people at the forefront of everything we do, and that
lives up to the values of an Education State. I could not
think of anything more fundamental than this. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr HOWARD (Buninyong) (18:20) — I am
pleased to add my comments on the Education
Legislation Amendment (Victorian Institute of
Teaching, TAFE and Other Matters) Bill 2018, which
relates to the activities of the Victorian Institute of
Teaching and also has some amendments associated
with TAFE and other matters. As we have heard from
other speakers on the bill, a key part of this bill is to
align the VIT — the Victorian Institute of Teaching —
with the working with children checks to ensure that
there is no lack of communication between the two and
that they both operate under the same rulings.
With regard to TAFE, the bill enables a TAFE to take
over an adult education institution and it removes the
requirement for TAFE institutes and adult education
institutes to hold annual meetings. The bill amends all
eight of the Victorian public university acts in relation
to university council member appointments and
appointment terms, and it makes some other minor
changes beyond that.
As a former secondary teacher — I taught for
something like 17 or 18 years — I understand that
teachers continue to play a great role in this community,
continue to be very professional in the way they operate
and are very much committed to the students that they
work to support. At the primary school level I believe
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that all teachers clearly understand their roles and
responsibilities in dealing with young children. I am
certainly aware of cases in secondary schools where
young teachers are not much older than some of their
students, and there can be complications. It is very
important that those teachers understand the boundaries
in terms of relationships with students.
Since I came to this place I have seen the establishment
of the Victorian Institute of Teaching, and it was
established to set in place the overseeing of the
registration of secondary teachers, the overseeing of
their professional development and to ensure that the
quality of teachers across the state is maintained.
Overall the VIT has operated very well since it was put
in place. It ensures that the teacher registration system
works neatly. It works through issues of disciplining
teachers when issues of concern come to its attention.
However, we know through the McClellan Royal
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse and a number of recommendations that
came out of that that there have been occasions where
in the past schoolteachers have done the wrong thing
and appropriately have been dismissed from their job or
other appropriate disciplinary procedures have been put
in place.
The Labor government under Steve Bracks not only
brought in the Victorian Institute of Teaching but also
brought in the working with children checks a couple of
years later. They did not come in at the same time.
When the working with children checks legislation
came into place it recognised that the VIT already had
its working with children check system in place. They
did not want to double up on that so they effectively
allowed the VIT to run its own process of working with
children checks and not have to go through the office in
the Department of Justice and Regulation that oversees
the working with children checks. So we had two
separate systems in place.
There have been a couple of occasions when clearly
they have not worked in sync and they have taken
different interpretations to some of the issues they have
dealt with. There has also been a problem of
notification sometimes where, although teachers who
have been deregistered from teaching are required to
advise the Department of Justice and Regulation of
their discontinued registration so they are aware of it —
the VIT should also do that — they have not done so.
Some teachers who have been deregistered because
they have acted inappropriately with young people in
their charge have continued to work in a voluntary way
with other groups that involve working or dealing with
children. Under this legislation it will now be
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incumbent on those people to report to the Department
of Justice and Regulation the details of any
organisations other than schools or early childhood
services where they are engaged in child-related
activities. Therefore if a teacher is deregistered, the
Department of Justice and Regulation can then notify
those organisations that the person has been
deregistered and therefore should no longer be working
with children in that area unless they apply to the
Department of Justice and Regulation to gain a working
with children check. If that is approved, they can
continue to work with those people.
Clearly there have periodically been issues of anxiety in
the community when cases have come to the attention
of the media. Some members in this house have spoken
about those this afternoon. The community is rather
distressed to hear that teachers who may have acted
inappropriately have not been dismissed by the VIT and
that perhaps in reviewing those cases the VIT may have
acted in a way that is not in line with community
thinking on these matters. This bill tries to tidy that up
and tries to clearly align the VIT and the working with
children checks by the department of justice, and I think
that is sound.
In commenting on the changes in regard to TAFE, they
are relatively minor in that there are not many
occasions when a TAFE might look to take over an
adult education institution, but one case at hand is the
Centre for Adult Education (CAE), which is linked
with Box Hill Institute. The Centre for Adult Education
has operated for many years under the control of the
board that operates Box Hill Institute, and there have
been anomalies in that the board has had to duplicate its
functions on some occasions because the two entities
are seen as separate. This bill will enable the CAE to
effectively be absorbed into Box Hill Institute and will
overcome some of that repetition of functions.
We also know that the required practice of all TAFEs is
to hold annual general meetings, but it is often found
that those meetings have to be held at the end of the
year at times when it is hard to get people to attend. In
reality these days annual general meetings are not as
important as perhaps they used to be. Obviously
attendance at annual general meetings demonstrates
that, so this bill enables institutions to not require
attendance. Clearly they are required to produce annual
reports that are made publicly available. That is the key
issue at hand, and clearly people can raise questions in
regard to the annual report at a range of times. Just
because people have or have not attended an annual
general meeting does not mean that that should override
their rights to inquire into issues associated with
material presented in the annual report. This is again a
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sensible outcome, as are the outcomes of the other
issues in the bill.
In the brief time I have left to speak I want to again
commend the work that the Victorian Institute of
Teaching does and the work of all teachers across our
state. The vast majority of them are very much aware of
their responsibilities towards young children. The VIT
and the training institutions for teachers, through their
professional development programs, need to be very
clear on their advice to teachers about that. It is very
important that teachers, especially young teachers when
they are new to the teaching world, understand very
clearly where the line needs to be drawn in terms of
dealing with students. I commend this bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms KEALY
(Lowan).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

ADVANCING THE TREATY PROCESS
WITH ABORIGINAL VICTORIANS
BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Aboriginal Affairs).
Government amendments circulated by
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Aboriginal Affairs)
under standing orders.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr CLARK (Box
Hill).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(TERRORISM) BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed from 10 May; motion of
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General).
Government amendments circulated by
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Aboriginal Affairs)
under standing orders.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) (18:33) — The Justice
Legislation Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2018 is a bill
to implement a range of changes to laws relating to
terrorism and arises primarily from recommendations
of the Expert Panel on Terrorism and Violent
Extremism Prevention and Response Powers, which is
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more commonly known as the Harper-Lay review. The
bill is part of the government’s desperate scramble to
try to get on top of the multiple problems in relation to
law and order in Victoria that have arisen as a result of
its neglect of this area and its soft-on-crime policies
since coming to office.
We have seen reductions in the numbers of frontline
police. We have seen reductions in the overall numbers
of police per capita. We have seen the failure of the
government to respond to emerging patterns of criminal
behaviour with sufficiently strong sentences and with
the changes to the law that have been required. And we
have certainly seen the failure of the government to act
to deal with some very misguided decisions coming
from our courts, particularly from the Court of Appeal
in relation to matters such as the operation of
community correction orders and baseline sentences
where the courts have got wrong the intentions of this
Parliament and where it was incumbent on the
government of the day to act expeditiously — as any
government of the day should do when courts get
wrong the intentions of this Parliament — to make
those intentions and the intentions of the community
clear, and to do so promptly.
All of those failures cumulatively have led to the surge
in violent crime that we have seen in this state over
recent years, a surge that is in striking contrast to what
we are seeing in other jurisdictions, where there have in
fact been falls in major crime levels, as indeed has been
occurring in many other nations across the west.
Victoria is in that respect very much a stand-out in
terms of its continued increase in levels of violent
crime, property crime and antisocial behaviour.
The bill before us was promised to come to this house
in early 2018, and unfortunately many of the
recommendations of the Harper-Lay report 2 remain
unaddressed. This bill provides the government’s
response to the recommendations in report 1 and to
recommendations 18 to 21 and recommendation 24 of
report 2, but the other recommendations, to the extent
that they require legislation, have still not been
dealt with.
Another aspect of the circumstances leading up to this
bill that still remain unresolved is the issue of the
circumstances in which the Brighton terrorist attack that
gave rise to the commissioning of the Harper-Lay
review was able to occur. For some time we on this side
of the house have been seeking answers to that very
vexed question, and we have been unable to obtain
those answers. As members will be aware, the Brighton
attack by Yacqub Khayre led to the very tragic death of
Nick Kai Hao, the manager of the complex in which
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that crime was carried out. The key question that
remains unanswered is whether Nick Kai Hao would
still be alive today if all the recommendations of the
Callinan review that the government had said had been
implemented had in fact been implemented, because
there has been growing evidence that Yacqub Khayre
was released because the government had failed to
implement one of the key recommendations of the
Callinan parole review, despite telling the community
that it had done so.
Of course the Callinan review was established after the
terrible murder of Jill Meagher, and it recommended
that parole rules be changed so that no violent or sexual
offender should be able to get parole unless they behave
satisfactorily for at least the second half of their time in
prison. There was substantial evidence presented more
than a year ago by the opposition, by my colleague
Edward O’Donohue, the shadow Minister for Police
and shadow Minister for Corrections in the Legislative
Council, pointing to the fact that, as it would appear,
Yacqub Khayre was given parole just 20 months after
committing arson while in Barwon Prison in February
2015, when he was about 34 months into a five-year jail
term for violent home invasion. Also it had become
apparent that this Callinan review requirement had not
even been fully included in the Adult Parole Board of
Victoria’s decisions manual.
We have called repeatedly for an explanation of exactly
what has happened in that regard, and we have not had
that explanation. The community has not had that
explanation from the government as to whether or not
Nick Kai Hao would have still been alive today if the
Callinan review recommendations had been fully
implemented, as the government told the community
they had been.
Turning to the provisions that are in this bill, they cover
a number of broad areas, with a range of detailed
provisions. They cover the issue of police detention of
terrorism suspects, they cover the issue of special police
powers to respond to terrorist and similar incidents,
they cover the issue of how courts should handle
counterterrorism intelligence information and they
cover how bail and parole should operate in relation to
persons suspected of terrorist offences or who have
previously been convicted of terrorist offences.
To look at those provisions in more detail, the bill
proposes to authorise police to take an adult or a child
aged 14 years or above into custody and detain them
without charge under a police detention decision for up
to four days for an adult or 36 hours for a juvenile
alleged offender or suspect, and that is on top of the
existing Supreme Court-ordered preventative detention
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regime. The bill proposes to provide, in relation to a
police detention decision, for review, for the
involvement of the Public Interest Monitor and for
notification to the Ombudsman and IBAC and, in the
case of a juvenile detainee, the commissioner for
children and young people and the Department of
Justice and Regulation. It also provides for an
entitlement to contact a legal representative, oversight
by the Victorian Inspectorate and requirements for
when a person must be released.
The bill removes the prohibition on questioning of
detainees so as to allow questioning during both police
and court-ordered detention on a similar basis as
currently exists under the Crimes Act 1958 in relation
to matters such as caution, legal representation,
recording of interviews et cetera. As well, it replaces
the threshold for preventative detention that currently
exists in Victorian legislation with the commonwealth
threshold test of whether terrorism ‘is capable of being
carried out, and could occur, within the next 14 days’.
In relation to special powers being exercised by police,
the bill will enable the Chief Commissioner of Police or
a deputy to make an interim authorisation of the
exercise of special police powers under the Terrorism
(Community Protection) Act 2003 without the
Premier’s approval if the Premier or the Premier’s
delegate is unable to be contacted. The bill proposes to
extend the application of special police powers to
protective services officers. It provides that where
special police powers apply there will be an express
power for police to take control of an affected area and
to make directions as to the use of that area. It provides
for Victorian Inspectorate oversight of the use of police
powers under the proposed legislation, including covert
search warrants, special police powers and police
preventative detention.
As well, in relation to the exercise of special police
powers and indeed more generally, it inserts into
section 462A of the Crimes Act an example of when a
police officer or protective services officer might use
lethal force to prevent death or really serious injury.
The insertion of that example is intended to provide
greater certainty to police officers in particular as to
when the existing provision of the Crimes Act that
authorises the use of force, including lethal force in
certain circumstances, might be able to be used.
That is a consequence of the experience in New South
Wales in relation to the Lindt cafe siege where,
whatever the law might say on paper, there was doubt
for operational police as to whether they were entitled
to use lethal force against the terrorist suspect ahead of
that suspect — that person who was undertaking the
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siege and was holding people hostage — actually
causing death or serious injury to one of the hostages.
There is a view that the tragic killings that occurred in
the Lindt cafe siege in Sydney could have been averted
had it been made clearer to operational police what
their authority was and what the community was happy
to authorise them to do in order to save the lives of
innocent hostages. So the example that is being inserted
into the Crimes Act attempts to give that certainty to
Victorian police to make clear to them that they are
entitled to act pre-emptively when they have grounds to
fear that really serious injury or death will be caused to
an innocent person if they do not act.
In relation to police intelligence, the bill provides for
authorities to seek from the Supreme Court a
counterterrorism intelligence protection order, which if
granted will allow the applicant to rely on protected
intelligence information where orders are sought
without the information being required to be disclosed
to the respondent or their legal representative. The bill
also provides for closed court hearings in relation to
applications for a counterterrorism intelligence
protection order and for the appointment of a special
counsel to represent the respondent’s interests at such
hearings.
In relation to bail and parole, the bill provides for
amendments to the Bail Act 1977 to create
presumptions against bail for persons considered to
pose a terrorism risk and to require bail decisions for
such persons to be made by a court. It provides for only
a court to assess terrorism risk information and
determine whether a person poses a risk of committing
a terrorism or foreign incursion offence or to grant bail
for a commonwealth terrorism offence. It introduces
presumptions against parole and in favour of the
cancellation of parole for prisoners who pose a
terrorism risk. It provides for such decisions on parole
to be made by the serious violent offender or sexual
offender parole division of the Adult Parole Board of
Victoria under the two-tier decision-making process,
with similar presumptions against parole under the
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 for young
people who pose a terrorism threat.
The bill also proposes to clarify and extend
information-sharing powers under the Corrections
Act 1986 and the Children, Youth and Families
Act 2005 for counterterrorism purposes. It also amends
the definition of category A serious youth offences in
the Criminal Procedure Act 2009 and the Sentencing
Act 1991 to add terrorism offences under the Victorian
Terrorism (Community Protection) Act 2003 so that
young people charged with Victorian terrorism offences
are dealt with as a terrorism risk.
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As I said at the outset, most of these provisions arise
from recommendations of the Harper-Lay review.
Those provisions that do not derive from that review
largely derive from previous reviews, including the
review of counterterrorism legislation that was carried
out under the previous government and completed
in 2014.
The main issue with this bill, subject to some points
that I will come to, is not so much what is in it but what
is not in it and what needs to be done to turn what is on
paper into an effective reality in protecting the
community against the risks of terrorism. It is not
sufficient just to put this bill on the statute books. The
government needs to make sure that there is adequate
support given to Victoria Police and to other authorities
to properly implement it and that the systems across the
justice sector are sufficient and adequate to make sure
this legislation is going to work properly — for
example, making sure that there are proper
information-exchanging arrangements between
Victorian and federal authorities, and to make sure that
relevant persons are properly briefed on how the
different mechanisms in the bill operate so that police
can know that what their rights, powers and
responsibilities are. Likewise, the court system and
legal practitioners need to be aware of how the
legislation is going to operate.
There are some specific matters on which I do wish to
comment in relation to the content of the bill as well as
the contexts within which it is going to operate. One of
the big unknowns about the bill is how the new
provisions on counterterrorism intelligence protection
orders are going to operate. This is a difficult area, and
in some ways it is similar to the issues that arise in
relation to the use of police intelligence against bikie
gangs or other organised crime gangs. When legislation
was brought in under the previous government to allow
the outlawing of bikie gangs and other similar criminal
organisations, there was the issue as to how police
intelligence that might support such a banning could be
protected but at the same time be put before the court.
This bill grapples with a similar issue in relation to
counterterrorism intelligence.
As I referred to earlier, the bill provides for applications
to be made to the Supreme Court for a protection order
in the absence of the accused, the respondent or their
legal representative, and it provides the court with the
power to appoint a special counsel who will be there to
represent the respondent’s interest but who of course is
not going to be their counsel. It is going to be important
as to how the courts handle this power. On the one hand
in particular we need to ensure that police can have
confidence that their counterterrorism intelligence is
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going to be protected, because if the police find that
courts are unwilling to give adequate protection to that
intelligence then that is going to stymie the capacity of
police to present that intelligence information to make
out a case for a relevant order against a terrorism
suspect. On the other hand, those who look at it from
the point of view of a respondent can rightly ask, ‘How
can it be made sure that information that is relevant to
the respondent’s side of the story is properly presented
to the court?’.
That may arise in one particular context where
experienced practitioners have said to the opposition
that the definition of a terrorist organisation, a terrorist
act or related definitions can include a situation where
someone in Australia supports a paramilitary
organisation in a foreign country that happens to have
similar interests to Australia. Certainly an organisation
might be engaged in paramilitary activity overseas but
may not have interests hostile to Australia, and
therefore there would be no ground to suspect that a
person who supported that overseas organisation was
contemplating terrorist activity in Australia. That may
well be a very limited set of circumstances, but it is
perhaps an example of where one could imagine that a
respondent might want that matter taken into account
and would need to be able to communicate that. Now
the legislation may well work out equitably to achieve
that, but it is just an example of one of the aspects that
needs to be thought through when the legislation is
being examined. I would welcome the government’s
response either in this place or in the other place about
that concern that has been raised with the opposition
by practitioners who, as I say, are very experienced in
this area.
I also flag that while there are changes being made in
the bill to the operation of special police powers, some
of the terminology that is being used in relation to those
changes is fairly open-ended in terms of references to
police taking control of an affected area and making
directions as to the use of that area. Again, there may
need to be some clarity about what that means exactly.
Who can be given what orders? Can people be directed
to move out of the area? What is to happen if there is
some crucial reason a person wants to enter that area?
Can police exercise a total prohibition on entry and so
forth? These matters may be able to be resolved, but I
think it is better to address them in advance and at this
stage so that police know exactly where they stand and
how these provisions will operate in practice.
There is a further significant area which this legislation
does not address and which I think needs to be given
careful thought, and that is in relation to how we act
against a potential terrorist activity. It is of course a
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multifaceted issue, and having strong and effective laws
is part of it. Another important part of it is ensuring that
our police force have the advance warning they need
and have the intelligence sources they need in order to
head off terrorist attacks before they can occur. We
have been very fortunate so far in Victoria and
Australia that the police and other law enforcement
authorities have been very successful on a number of
occasions in heading off potential terrorist attacks. We
certainly want that to continue, and that gets back to the
point I made earlier, that we need to make sure the
operational framework around this bill is as effective as
possible and not simply think that we can put this bill
on the statute book and that will solve the problem.
Another aspect of how we protect the community
against a potential terrorist risk is through
deradicalisation and counter radicalisation. There has
been an issue raised with us by experienced
practitioners who suggest there may be ways in which
deradicalisation measures can better be taken
particularly in relation to younger persons charged with
terrorism offences. The point has been made to us that
if a person under 18 is charged with terrorism-related
offences, there is an opportunity for different parties to
engage with them, to seek to persuade them of the error
of their ways, to seek to in effect deradicalise them
through dialogue and engagement and to perhaps
convince them that their views, which may be radical in
some respects, do not need to and should not lead to
violence within Australia or indeed violence anywhere
in the world, and that their philosophical or faith-based
goals can be pursued without resorting to violence and
to crime.
The point has been made to us that the capacity of
authorities to engage along those lines with young
adults who are on remand is more limited than the
capacity to engage with those aged under 18. There can
therefore be a long period of time where young adult
alleged offenders are on remand, cannot be engaged
with in this way and their view of the world may
become more radical rather than less radical during that
period. The question therefore becomes: can there be
changes made to the law that would enable better
engagement with young adult offenders with a view to
deradicalisation?
Whether there needs to be special provision made that
can promote greater freedom of engagement with those
young accused persons perhaps needs to be examined,
because the argument is that often these young adults
are open to being pointed in a different and better
direction, that their ideas have been hijacked and that
what might have been a faith-based commitment of
some sort can be diverted by those of malevolent
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inclination into a very destructive direction, but that
through engagement the young adult can be diverted
from that. On many occasions the young accused
person’s family and friends are horrified at the direction
they are taking, and if they have an opportunity to
engage with that person, they can help divert them from
the direction in which they are inclined. That seems to
be a very valid consideration and one which, as I said
previously, practitioners very experienced in this area
are pointing to as a defect in the current regime and as
an opportunity to do things better.
Briefly, in conclusion, practitioners have also raised
with the opposition concern about a number of aspects
of the bill, and I very much appreciate the effort they
have put into drawing these matters to our attention.
Concerns in addition to those I have already touched on
relate to whether or not the definition of risk has been
adequately framed within the bill, and in particular
concerns about the complexity of the bill and some of
the flowcharts that are in it for decision-makers. New
flowcharts are being inserted into existing bail
legislation by this bill. While the flowcharts themselves
help improve understanding of the bill, they are quite
complex. The argument is that with government having
moved a multiplicity of amendments to try to patch up
defects, we are ending up with a very complex regime
indeed, and complexity can be the enemy of the
effective operation of legislation. While the coalition
parties do not oppose the bill, we do believe there are a
range of matters that need to be addressed, and we look
forward to the government’s response on those matters.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Warracknabeal education precinct
Ms KEALY (Lowan) (19:00) — (14 503) My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Education,
and the action I seek is that immediate funding be
provided to complete the Warracknabeal education
precinct. Labor have completely botched this project,
providing a fraction of the required funding to rebuild
Warracknabeal Special Developmental School (SDS)
and Warracknabeal Secondary College on the
Warracknabeal Primary School site. Only a third of the
SDS has been funded and just half of the secondary
college. As a result, at the end of this year educators
and school community leaders will have to make the
impossible decision to move to a new building which is
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far too small to deliver the educational requirements of
young students, work across multiple campuses where
there simply are not enough staff to provide for the
educational needs of all students, or just stay put in
decrepit buildings and leave the new school buildings
sitting empty until the required funding for this
important infrastructure flows. This is a huge
disappointment for this great rural community who just
want the best for their children.
Despite assurances the Premier gave the Warracknabeal
school community when he visited in 2017, stating that
‘We’re getting on with delivering the services that
families need to give their children the best education’,
the Premier has left these families high and dry with a
third of a new SDS and half of a secondary college. I
therefore ask the minister to get on with the job of
delivering a brighter future for country kids and to
provide immediate funding to complete the
Warracknabeal education precinct.

Alfredton Recreation Reserve
Ms KNIGHT (Wendouree) (19:01) — (14 504) My
adjournment matter today is for the Minister for Sport.
The action I seek from the minister is to give favourable
consideration to the application for funding from the
Alfredton Recreation Reserve for their village green
draining and irrigation project. This sports ground is
certainly well used by groups such as the Ballarat
Football Netball Club, the Ballarat Storm Football
Netball Club and the Ballarat-Redan Cricket Club.
This government has made huge investments in
grassroots sport because we believe that sporting
infrastructure encourages both kids and adults, boys
and girls, to participate, and that is fantastic in terms of
the whole community’s health and wellbeing. The
government’s $60 million community sports fund and
record $584 million investment in community and
women’s sport show just how committed we are to
breaking down any barriers that may prevent someone
from engaging in local sport. With the predicted
population growth Ballarat is going to experience over
the next decade and beyond, it is vital that the people I
represent can access great sporting facilities in their
neighbourhoods. I look forward to the minister
considering this application, and I am sure that he will
see the many benefits that this funding would bring to
my community.

Oberon High School
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) (19:02) — (14 505)
My adjournment debate this evening is for the Minister
for Education, and the action I seek is for the minister
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to come clean with what the new zones will be for
Belmont High School and Grovedale College when
Oberon High School is eventually moved to Armstrong
Creek. The Andrews government has decided to move
Oberon High School from its present location in
Kidman Avenue, Belmont, to Armstrong Creek
adjacent to the primary school and specialist school.
This land in Armstrong Creek was purchased by the
previous Liberal state government, and the construction
of the primary and specialist schools, which opened this
year, was also funded by the previous government. The
government’s stated timetable for moving Oberon High
School to Armstrong Creek is that the school will be
open in either 2021 or 2022.
As a result of this impending move there is genuine
concern from families who are presently in Oberon
high’s zone as to what the new zones for Belmont
High School and Grovedale College will be. Mr James
Blake has contacted my office. He has a son who is
presently in grade 6 and will start at Oberon High
School next year, and he has a younger daughter who
will not be in high school until after Oberon high has
moved. I will quote his concerns from his email of
20 March this year:
Both schools have indicated, though nothing has been
confirmed, that it is likely that, after the relocation of Oberon
High School to Armstrong Creek, the location in which I
currently live will be rezoned to Belmont High School, given
its relative proximity. This will effectively mean that I am
likely to face a circumstance of two children living in the
same location, being effectively zoned to two different
schools.

He goes on to say:
In order to avoid this particular outcome I seek some sort of
clear guidance or mechanism from either the government or
the education department which will advise these schools that
during a transition phase leading to the relocation of Oberon
High School, and subsequent rezoning of the area around
Oberon High School to become the zone of Belmont High
School, students who would ordinarily be zoned to Oberon
High School can apply to Belmont High School and be
accepted as within Belmont High School’s zone.

Parents like Mr Blake simply want clarity.
I have also had concerns raised by parents from the
suburb of Highton, which is presently zoned to
Belmont High School. They want to ensure that this
zoning continues as there have been rumours
circulating that the government is planning to zone the
northern section of Highton to Western Heights
College. Highton has always been zoned to Belmont
High School. Highton and Belmont are interconnected
communities — despite what the Victorian Electoral
Commission might have said in their wisdom at the last
distribution — and they are communities of interest, so
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sending students to Vines Road, Hamlyn Heights, just
simply does not make sense. They would have to cross
the physical barrier of the Barwon River and it is a
significant travel distance into a suburb that has no
connection to Highton whatsoever.
Again I ask the minister to give clarity and surety to
parents right throughout Highton, Belmont, Grovedale
and indeed Armstrong Creek as to what zoning
arrangements will be put in place as a result of Oberon
High School’s future move.

Yuroke electorate small business
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (19:05) — (14 506) My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Small
Business, and the action I seek is for the minister to
visit the Yuroke electorate to meet with local traders.
The Andrews Labor government has a fantastic record
of supporting local industry and jobs, from reducing
payroll tax to investing in small business mentoring and
support. The Yuroke electorate is home to many new
small businesses that are making the most of the
booming population in Melbourne’s outer north. I
know that local traders would greatly appreciate the
minister stopping by to discuss how we can continue to
support their success, and I look forward to hosting him
in my electorate soon.

Highvale Primary School
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (19:06) — (14 507) I raise
a matter of importance for the attention of the Minister
for Education. The action I seek is for the minister to
urgently resolve the various issues that the Highvale
Primary School school council president and parent,
Mr Purvinder Klair, first wrote to him about on
23 March 2018 and to also advise me when this has
been done. The main issue raised was that of funding
for the school’s much-needed capital works.
The school understood from the state budget papers
that it would be receiving $603 000 for capital works.
However, recently the school has been advised that
almost $100 000 of this money will have to be used for
asbestos removal. The school had been led to believe
that funding for asbestos removal would be paid in
addition to the capital works money. Mr Klair has
subsequently written to the Minister for Education on
six further occasions — 28 March, 20 April, 7 May,
10 May, 16 May and 5 June — seeking an answer to
his original correspondence. Sadly he is still awaiting
a response.
Highvale Primary School is a well-run, fast-growing
and high-achieving local school in my electorate of
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Forest Hill. With enrolment of around 328 children, the
facilities at Highvale Primary School are severely
stretched. For example, I quote from Mr Klair’s
original letter to the minister where he said:
Our staff, students and parent community have been working
and learning in small cramped areas and conditions for a long
time. Students who require extra assistance are forced to work
in corridors and the stationery cupboard.

The school is significantly underentitled for teaching
spaces. For example, I have also been advised that the
former maths storage cupboard has now been turned
into a teaching space, and the staffroom is under
threat — hardly an ideal situation. I ask the minister to
urgently resolve the issues raised in Mr Klair’s
correspondence, provide the capital funding that is
necessary and advise me when this has been done. I
look forward to hearing from the Minister for
Education when this has happened and Highvale
Primary School’s infrastructure needs are being
addressed.

Consumer scams
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) (19:08) — (14 508)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation, and
the action I seek is for the minister to provide an update
for Frankston residents on what the government is
doing to protect them from scams. As the minister is no
doubt aware, scams cost Australians at least
$300 million in 2016 alone, and that does not take into
account scams not reported to the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission.
This is an issue that affects every community. One
recent local example involved residents receiving fake
emails that appeared to come from Frankston City
Council, which were infringement notices demanding a
sum of money. This no doubt caused significant
distress for many local residents, with some contacting
my office for advice. I know all in Frankston and I as
well would welcome information from the minister on
this issue.

Murray-Darling Basin plan
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) (19:09) — (14 509)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Water,
and I am glad to see her in the chamber today. I ask the
minister to write to me and explain why the Andrews
Labor government has joined forces with the New
South Wales Liberal Party and big interstate irrigators
in threatening to abandon the Murray-Darling Basin
plan if more water was made available for the
environment. The friends that this Labor government
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chooses tell you everything about what they prioritise
when it comes to our river. The Murray-Darling Basin
is in a terrible state, and the Andrews Labor
government seems happy to let big corporate irrigators
divert, and by some reports even steal, the water that
was meant to sustain a healthy river ecology.
I grew up just a stone’s throw from the Murray River.
Many of my friends own fruit blocks. I understand the
importance of irrigation for our food, jobs and
economy. I spent my days as a child and an adolescent
rowing on the river, swimming in the river and camping
by the river, and my dad was a national parks manager,
so I also understand something about the ecology of the
river and the environment surrounding it. Look, I get it;
we all want to see our river towns, our food bowl and
communities that rely on the river survive and thrive.
But here is the thing that this government simply does
not seem to understand: it is a simple, inescapable fact
that there will be no jobs, no industry and no agriculture
if we let the Murray-Darling river system die. A healthy
agricultural industry relies on a healthy river.
Right now we are taking out more water from the river
than the ecology can handle in the long term. Yet
Labor, the Liberals and The Nationals continue to bow
to pressure from big corporate irrigators to take more
water for corporations and give the environment less.
Then they use tricky accounting methods to tell us that
that is not actually what they are doing, but it is smoke
and mirrors. It is short-termism at its very worst,
because maybe you can take more water for
corporations now, but in the long term it means the
river will die and we will all suffer. This is not just
about protecting the environment. We need a healthy
river if we want irrigated agriculture to survive into the
future. It is about communities. Aboriginal people have
relied on this river for sustenance and ceremony for
over 40 000 years, and our river towns, like my home
town, rely on it for their economies.
The science is clear: the river needs more water to
remain healthy, yet it seems that this Labor government
has bowed to pressure from big vested interests and
refuses even to look at issues like more water buybacks,
despite it being one of the most effective and efficient
ways of getting more water into our river system.
Instead the government says it has invested in 22 water
recovery projects, but there is no scientific evidence
that these projects have actually increased net
streamflows. The public has also spent billions on these
projects, when potentially we could have achieved a lot
more for a lot less money if we had looked at
purchasing more water entitlements. I have been
increasingly dismayed at this Labor government’s
approach to the river. It is short-sighted, it is influenced
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by vested interests and I would like to have an
explanation as to why.

Chandler Highway bridge
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (19:12) — (14 510) I am
pleased to raise an adjournment debate matter. My
request for action is to the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety. The action I request is that he join me at the
Chandler Highway bridge to inspect progress on the
$110 million project to duplicate the bridge.
Forty-four thousand motorists every day use the
Chandler Highway bridge, and it was certainly a very
strong commitment made by the Andrews Labor
opposition, as it was then, to duplicate the bridge. We
have already seen the Yarra-Darebin trail, an
$18 million connection, completed and opened by the
Andrews Labor government. We have also seen the
Grange Road level crossing in Alphington removed,
with rail under the road at that location. These are
congestion-busting initiatives that have already been
delivered by the Andrews Labor government. The
completion of the duplication of the Chandler Highway
bridge and ensuring that the 127-year-old heritage
bridge is then restored as an active transport route for
cyclists and pedestrians to use, while maintaining new
pedestrian and cycling links through the Yarra trail, are
exciting aspects of the work that we are doing.
Over 100 people are employed in the construction of
the Chandler Highway bridge redevelopment. I want to
pay tribute of course to the former member for
Northcote, the late Fiona Richardson, for the work that
she did in making sure that this project happened. Like
many others that the Andrews government in
opposition promised the community, this was a task
that people said could not be done. Commonsense
projects that people said were too difficult, the Andrews
Labor government, with the support of the community,
affirmed at the last election, has delivered. We have
delivered so many projects that people said could not be
done, that would be too hard to deliver —
commonsense projects like duplicating the Chandler
Highway bridge.
I know that the member for Kew would also be pleased
to know that it is a project that serves people from the
northern suburbs of Melbourne. In the main, when you
track where people are coming from and going to in
using the Chandler Highway bridge, it is mostly people
from the northern suburbs of Melbourne getting across
to the eastern suburbs or to the city. It is not a
connection that people are using mostly to get across to
Alphington and Fairfield; it is a road that people are
using to travel from the northern suburbs because there
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are limited opportunities to cross the Yarra. Can I say
that this project is proceeding rapidly. I know that we
are going to have it opened before the end of this year. I
look forward to joining the roads minister at the
Chandler Highway bridge to inspect progress on this
very significant $110 million project for the northern
suburbs of Melbourne.

600-plus-square-metre multipurpose space. The school’s
current space is a mere third of this size. The school has
also been subjected to mindless vandalism, with two
incidents inside a week, with bottles being broken on
playing spaces, including in the sandpit, and windows
being shattered. There is no ability to install CCTV to
make sure that vandals are caught.

Beverley Hills Primary School

If this minister is actually committed to creating the
Education State, he needs to invest in schools like
Beverley Hills Primary School. My request of the
minister is: will he immediately commit to supporting
Beverley Hills Primary School and provide the funds
that are so desperately needed for a significant rebuild?

Mr R. SMITH (Warrandyte) (19:15) — (14 511)
My adjournment matter tonight is directed to the
Minister for Education and is in relation to Beverley
Hills Primary School and their need for urgent funding.
Beverley Hills Primary School is one of the many
wonderful schools in the Warrandyte electorate, and
they will be celebrating 60 years of education next year.
Unfortunately the school is falling apart around them.
On a recent visit to the school, it was plainly evident to
me that Beverley Hills Primary School is in desperate
need of major investment.
Doncaster East has seen a rapid growth in young
families in recent years, putting increased pressure on
local schools, which is in large part due to the
densification in Manningham more broadly. Five
months into this year and Beverley Hills Primary
School has seen an increase of 16 students in grade 1,
and over a six-year period the school has seen its
student population triple. This increase in demand is
testament to the school and the fantastic results that the
teachers and school leadership are achieving with their
students. However, because of this growth, the school
has been forced to utilise extraordinary teaching spaces,
which include, but are not limited to, the staffroom, the
principal’s office, hallways and the canteen foyer. Like
the school referred to by the member for Forest Hill,
this school also has issues with even storerooms having
been converted into learning spaces.
Beverley Hills Primary School has funded, through its
school council, the purchase and installation of its own
portable classroom for English as an additional
language and dialect lessons because of the Department
of Education and Training’s refusal to provide
additional classrooms.
The existing buildings are riddled with asbestos, they
leak, there has been insufficient electrical work and
there is rusting piping in the toilets, rotting windows and
basic structural damage. Of the 16 drinking fountains in
the school, only six work — only six. Two separate
school assemblies are required as there is no space to
have the whole school meet if parents are invited to see
their children accept awards. This is despite the school’s
entitlement, based on student numbers, to a

Ballan Recreation Reserve
Mr HOWARD (Buninyong) (19:18) — (14 512)
My adjournment issue is for the attention of the
Minister for Sport. I ask the minister to support an
application from Moorabool Shire Council to the
country football and netball program to resurface the
netball courts at the Ballan Recreation Reserve and add
training-standard lighting to the courts.
Together with Labor’s candidate for Buninyong,
Michaela Settle, I met with Moorabool shire’s mayor,
Paul Tatchell, and its CEO, Rob Croxford, last week to
talk about projects they are hoping to progress in the
Buninyong electorate, and they talked about their
application to upgrade the netball courts at Ballan. They
were appreciative of the funding they received from the
Brumby government to construct the new courts some
years ago. However, there have been problems with the
new dedicated netball court, and they want to address
this and create a second court as well as provide
lighting, which will enable the netballers to train in the
evening, recognising that it is now getting dark soon
after 5 o’clock. The current application to the country
football and netball program will ensure that netballers
get access to courts that are of an appropriate standard
and let them train after dark.
I know that the minister is very supportive of improving
women’s sporting facilities and the promotion of
women’s sport, so I trust that he will be supportive of
this application. I know that the women netballers of
the Ballan area both now and in the future will
appreciate this, as will the committee members of the
Ballan Recreation Reserve.

Responses
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) (19:19) — In
relation to the issues raised by the member for
Melbourne, can I make a couple of factual comments.

ADJOURNMENT
1856

ASSEMBLY

Firstly, this river absolutely does need more water, and
that is exactly what we have been addressing. This is
perhaps the biggest re-adaptive program for a river
system anywhere in the world. Let us be really clear:
as part of that plan, firstly, we signed up, as a state, as a
community, as governments, to the 2750 plan, of
which Victoria had to deliver 1075 gigalitres. We have
already delivered 100 of those gigs.
Secondly, of the 2750, up to 650 could be delivered
through offset projects. That is exactly what this
sustainable diversion limit project is about and that is
exactly what we signed up for. We have not changed
that. We have got our projects in. We have actually put
our business cases up on the website — we are the
only state to have done that — so that people can
scrutinise those projects. That will deliver our
remaining part of the water.
Thirdly, there was an agreement around the 450, but
only if it met the neutrality test. Every single study,
every bit of work that we have done, says that we will
throw out the balance of this plan if we deliver further
on-farm efficiencies as part of the 450.
Let us be really clear: this was a triple bottom line plan.
It needed to deliver for communities, for the
environment and for the economy. The member was
talking about being aware of food and jobs and the
importance of the economy. Let us be really clear: if we
take more water off farm now, there will be no
communities, there will be no economy and there will
be no food bowl. We are about getting the balance
right, supporting the river, supporting our irrigators and
supporting the communities. I will fight whoever it is to
make sure that we look after our communities. They are
my friends, they are the people I am speaking for —
our local communities.
There were a number of other issues raised by a number
of other members. I will pass those issues on to the
relevant ministers.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house
now stands adjourned until tomorrow.
House adjourned 7.22 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair
at 9.32 a.m. and read the prayer.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER (09:33) — I welcome to the gallery
today a former Treasurer of Queensland, now the
Honourable Speaker of the Queensland Parliament, the
Honourable Curtis Pitt.

gas from all over the world to a floating storage regasification
unit (FSRU) moored to the Crib Point jetty on Western Port
Bay for the following reasons:
1.

the potential risk of a significant and devastating
fire/explosion event;

2.

the potential for ships under ‘flags of convenience’
transporting the LNG to be: poorly maintained, staffed
with cheap, foreign labour and bringing marine pests to
a sensitive ecosystem;

3.

it risks permanent damage to delicately balanced marine
life, birdlife, seagrasses and mangroves in an area that is
an internationally recognised, Ramsar-listed wetland and
UNESCO designated biosphere reserve;

4.

pollution (air, noise and light) contaminating both the
immediate and regional communities;

5.

the potential negative impact on local businesses
dependent on tourism and fishing;

6.

construction of approx. 60-km pipeline from Crib Point
to Pakenham disrupting landowners and the
environment and with its own inherent risks.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Residential planning zones
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of concerned Victorians draws to the attention of
the house:
the negative impact of the Andrews Labor government’s
changes to Victoria’s planning laws that will force even
more inappropriate development into our
neighbourhoods;
that residents do not support an increase in maximum
height limits across neighbourhood residential and
general residential zones;
that residents do not support the removal of restrictions
on the number of dwellings that can be built on land
within neighbourhood residential zones.
The petitioners therefore request the Legislative Assembly of
Victoria demand Daniel Andrews halt the forced
densification of our local suburbs and properly consult
residents on the negative impacts of his changes to Victoria’s
planning laws.

By Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (31 signatures).

Mooroolbark police station
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By Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (1295 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Croydon be considered next day on
motion of Mr HODGETT (Croydon).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Hastings be considered next day on
motion of Mr BURGESS (Hastings).

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Acting Clerk:
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Borrowing and Investment Powers Act 1987 — SR 69

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 — SR 70

The petition of concerned Victorians draws to the attention of
the house that under the Andrews Labor government crime is
up 25 per cent in Mooroolbark yet our ‘24-hour police
station’ is closed every night.

Criminal Procedure Act 2009 — SR 70

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria demand Daniel Andrews keep
Mooroolbark police station open 24 hours!

By Mr HODGETT (Croydon) (180 signatures).

AGL floating gas terminal, Crib Point
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
We, the undersigned, call on the Legislative Assembly of
Victoria to reject AGL’s proposal to transport liquid natural

Impounding of Livestock Act 1994 — SR 66
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — SR 67
Transfer of Land Act 1958 — SR 68
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Documents under s 15
in relation to Statutory Rules 66, 67, 68, 70.
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Victoria University Werribee East campus

Adjournment

Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) (09:37) — I rise to inform
the house of the exciting plans to reopen Victoria
University’s Werribee East campus. This is what
happens when governments invest in the big projects
that Victoria needs and in the people we need to make
them happen.

Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(09:35) — I move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourns until Tuesday,
19 June 2018.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Ferntree Gully railway station
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (09:36) — This
week I had the pleasure of joining the shadow Minister
for Public Transport, David Davis in the other house, in
attending Ferntree Gully railway station where we
made a funding commitment of $300 000 to upgrade
Ferntree Gully railway station by installing a shelter on
the city-bound platform. This is going to provide great
benefit to commuters at that station who have raised
this issue with me. I am very pleased that we will be
delivering this in government — something this
government has failed to deliver for the Knox
community.

World Environment Day
Mr WAKELING — I was pleased to join the
member for Bayswater and other residents from
throughout the Knox community, as well as the First
Friends of Dandenong Creek and Friends of Blind
Creek Billabong, for World Environment Day and to do
some tree planting in Wantirna. It was a great event,
and I congratulate the Knox City Council and all
involved for another wonderful event.

The Victoria University TAFE division will train
hundreds of workers in the skills that they need to take
up jobs on the West Gate tunnel, an outstanding project
that will serve the growing western suburbs of
Melbourne and will ensure that not only skills and
economic opportunity are provided for but travel times
are substantially improved. This includes through the
TAFE a certificate III in civil construction, identified as
a free priority TAFE course by the Andrews Labor
government so that cost is never a barrier to finding
meaningful work.

SkyBus Werribee service
Mr PALLAS — I would like to note that Werribee
residents are also very excited to hear that they will
soon have access to a SkyBus Werribee–Melbourne
Airport service. This will offer Werribee residents a
frequent and direct connection to Melbourne Airport
once more, replacing the Gull bus service which ceased
operations in 2015. This is great for local residents but
equally a strong result for local tourism operators, who
will benefit from increased visitation to Werribee.

FE2b replica plane

Mr WAKELING — I was pleased also to join the
member for Rowville in attending the Knox Italian
Community Club’s 30th anniversary dinner dance. It
was a fantastic event. The Knox Italian community has
made a significant contribution to the Knox
community. I and the member for Rowville certainly
well enjoyed that event, and I congratulate the
president, Angelo Mazzone, and all members of that
club for a great evening.

Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (09:39) — I
rise this morning to congratulate former Wellington
shire councillor Bob Wenger and students and teachers
from Yarram Secondary College for their incredible
project to create a half-scale replica of the first aircraft to
undertake an operational flight in Australia. The replica
of the FE2b commemorates the centenary of the first
flight near Yarram by Captain Frank McNamara, VC, as
part of efforts to locate a German raider ship thought to
be operating in Bass Strait towards the end of World
War I. Bob Wenger came up with the idea of the model
and set about coordinating the project to produce the
replica with students from Yarram and other volunteers.
The plane now takes pride of place in Yarram Memorial
Park. Well done to Bob and the team.

TAC Cup Girls

Giffard West hall

Knox Italian Community Club

Mr WAKELING — Congratulations to the TAC
Cup Girls for their best and fairest.

Mr D. O’BRIEN — Congratulations also to the
Giffard West hall committee of management for their
efforts in organising a centenary celebration recently of
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the hall’s opening. The event served as something of a
back-to for residents and former residents of Giffard
West and surrounding areas such as Stradbroke,
Darriman, Woodside and Seaspray. Well over
100 people attended and enjoyed the historical displays,
talks about the old days and of course a scrumptious
country lunch. Well done to president Sue Anderson,
secretary Nicki Jennings and all those involved in a
great day.

are growing and which, of course, double in size over
the summer period. The volunteers at St Leonards fire
brigade, led by Captain Niki Habibis, have a proud and
long history of responding to emergencies and keeping
people safe. I congratulate all the St Leonards members
for their dedicated and untiring work, and I am very
pleased to work with them on building a new
state-of-the art facility, which is well-deserved by that
community and those volunteers.

Gippsland rail services

Riversdale railway station

Mr D. O’BRIEN — With the state government
finally confirming a time line last week for the
replacement of the Avon River railway bridge, it is now
time for the government to turn its attention to
additional services on the Gippsland rail line. I restate
my call for the government to add additional services to
Sale by extending a number of existing train services
from Traralgon to Sale. Sale and Wellington shire
residents are using the train more frequently, but many
are forced to travel to Traralgon to pick up the train to
Melbourne because we have only three services a day
to Sale and Bairnsdale. Additional services to Sale were
part of the government’s own regional network
development plan, and it is time it was delivered on.

Mr PESUTTO (Hawthorn) (09:42) — On 25 May I
met with a number of my constituents at Riversdale
railway station in Camberwell in my electorate.
Christiane Kehoe, David Metzenthen, Rebecca
Peachey, Kerry Herson, Meredith Ure, Andrew Hynson
and Warren and John Baring are local residents angry
about the decision Metro Trains Melbourne took
recently to cut down healthy gum trees on public land
surrounding the station.

Bellarine electorate fire brigades
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) (09:40) — I am
pleased to be able to work closely with and on behalf of
our dedicated Country Fire Authority (CFA) brigades
right across the Bellarine — like earlier this year,
presenting the keys for the new tanker at Mannerim and
turning the first sod for a new station at Portarlington. It
was with the same pride that I recently announced
significant funding for upgrades at both the Leopold
and St Leonards brigades.
At Leopold on Monday, 7 May, it was great to meet up
with a number of local CFA volunteer members to
announce funding of $800 000 for the redevelopment
of this very proud station. Leopold has seen significant
growth in both population and infrastructure over recent
years and as such the station is now very much in need
of redevelopment. I take this opportunity to
acknowledge all members of the Leopold fire brigade,
led by Captain Ashley Browne, and thank them for
their committed and untiring efforts in protecting their
local and wider community.
Following on from Leopold, last Monday, 4 June, I was
pleased to visit the St Leonards station to announce
$800 000 for the redevelopment of that station. The
current station no longer meets the needs of the
St Leonards and Indented Head communities, which

Recently residents of Wandin Road, Camberwell in
particular managed to stop Metro Trains arborists
cutting down a healthy 100-year-old gum tree on the
east side of Riversdale station. Unfortunately another
significant tree was already half down. Several
residents who phoned Boroondara City Council were
advised that Metro Trains did not have a permit for
major works, only pruning. I am advised that Metro
Trains arborists were stopped, pending further
investigation.
Local residents are concerned that they have not
received any proper notice about the removal of
established old trees. They are concerned that pruning
efforts have now resulted in four perfectly healthy gum
trees being removed while dead shrub continues to be
ignored and is not pruned or cleared away. This group
of concerned residents discussed with me the possibility
of that happening and that if proper action is not taken,
further beautiful trees will be gone.
I have written to both Metro Trains and VicTrack, and I
am awaiting a response to my queries. In the meantime
a petition is being circulated throughout the affected
local area, and this is gaining a lot of community
support. I certainly urge constituents in and around the
area of Riversdale station to join us and support this
important petition to save vegetation and healthy old
trees in the area.

Lara RSL
Mr EREN (Minister for Veterans) (09:43) — On
Sunday I was honoured to open a wonderful exhibition,

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
1860

ASSEMBLY

The Macs of Lara District, and see the hard work of the
volunteers of the Lara RSL on display. It has given me
great pride that the Andrews Labor government is
funding projects such as this under the Veterans
Heritage Project. We are providing $494 000 to the
Veterans Heritage Project to ensure that objects will be
around to keep telling the stories of the Victorian
experience of war — abroad and on the home front —
for generations to come.
In Lara experts from Museums Australia spent time
with the volunteers assessing the collection,
cataloguing, ordering supplies and designing an
exhibition — the one that I saw on Sunday. Over
830 objects have been photographed, catalogued and
protected over the past year. They are now available to
be seen by locals and students and online from
anywhere in the world. The objects at Lara, including
the ones chosen for this exhibition, tell the story not
only of Victoria, but of Lara, Little River, Geelong and
our surrounds. That is the importance of these
collections being held in our sub-branches: they tell the
local stories, the stories thought too small for the big
museums but too big and important to be forgotten.
I am delighted we have been able to support the Lara
RSL in telling the story of the Lara people and their
wartime experiences. I would like to acknowledge
Bruce Challoner, president of the Lara RSL sub-branch
and commend his commitment to and hard work on this
project, and I acknowledge the sub-branch overall. I
would also like to acknowledge Dr Janet Butler, author
of Kitty’s War, who was there on the day to give us an
expert overview of the exhibition. It is great work by all
involved, and I was truly honoured to attend on the day
and open this wonderful exhibition.

Yarra Boulevard, Kew
Mr T. SMITH (Kew) (09:45) — I rise to update the
house with regard to the ongoing issues on Yarra
Boulevard, particularly the incidence of the idiot or
multiple idiots laying tacks on Yarra Boulevard, which
is incredibly dangerous for cyclists. There have been a
number of injuries over the last four years these
criminal acts have been undertaken, and it is a great
embarrassment for law enforcement that the
perpetrators have not been brought to justice. George
Mihailidis, the leader of the local cycling group, was on
radio 3AW yesterday talking to Neil Mitchell about
this. He lamented the fact that after four years those
who have been perpetrating this crime against cyclists
and against, frankly, everyone that wants to use Yarra
Boulevard for recreational purposes, have not been
brought to justice. I hope Boroondara police can
redouble their efforts to find this bloke, and I hope the
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Andrews Labor government can provide the resources
to Boroondara police to catch the individual or
individuals who are undertaking this crime.

Trinity Grammar School
Mr T. SMITH — The recent controversy at Trinity
Grammar School has been most undesirable for my
electorate. I want to put on record my thanks to former
headmaster Michael Davies and his family, particularly
because of the hardships they have endured in recent
times. I also want to pay tribute to Mr Rohan Brown,
the deputy headmaster, who thankfully has been
reinstated at Trinity Grammar. Trinity Grammar is a
wonderful local school in my electorate. It has done a
wonderful job educating young men for the last
120 years in Kew, and I hope that in the years to come
the controversies of recent months will subside.

Mill Park Heights Primary School
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) (09:46) — Last
week I had the pleasure of visiting Mill Park Heights
Primary School to open the $6 million classroom
updates, as funded through the Andrews Labor
government. There was a lot to celebrate that morning.
Mill Park Heights Primary School now has 14 new
classrooms. There was the installation of a new
playground, a soccer pitch and a sandpit, which I am
sure the students are particularly excited about. Finally,
there were general refurbishments to ensure the
architecture is part of the school’s top-tier
education program.
I want to thank the Minister for Education for his strong
support for education in my electorate. The minister
visited the school with me when in opposition to see
firsthand the lack of adequate classrooms at the school,
which relied on more than 20 portable classrooms in
which to educate the students. Our government made a
commitment then to fix this, and we have now
delivered. The new classrooms have been kitted out to
better meet students’ needs and to ensure teachers have
a productive work environment. I want also to
congratulate Deborah Patterson, the Mill Park Heights
Primary School principal, and the school council,
students and staff on the success of the project. This is
yet another example of how the Andrews Labor
government is living up to its reputation as the
Education State.
The northern suburbs are quickly becoming an
economic hub of Victoria, and it is important that we
have the services and infrastructure that match the
growth and provide the best education possible so our
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young children can truly thrive. I am proud to stand
with a government that has listened to the community,
acknowledged the need for service upgrades and,
importantly, made commitments to actually deliver and
see those outcomes through. I am so pleased now that
the community and students can get the full benefits of
a great education.

Somerville Football and Netball Club
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (09:48) — On 20 April I
was pleased to attend a luncheon hosted by the
Somerville Football and Netball Club and to listen to
their guest speaker, Dylan Alcott, OAM. Dylan’s
amazing achievements include being an Australian
wheelchair basketballer, wheelchair tennis player, gold
medal Paralympian, radio host and motivational
speaker. He is an amazing young man, a dynamic
speaker and very funny. I encourage all members to
take the opportunity to hear him speak.

Anzac Day
Mr BURGESS — For Anzac Day services this year
I was privileged to lay wreaths at Langwarrin,
Pearcedale and Crib Point, joining many hundreds of
members of my community, young and old, to
commemorate the Anzac tradition and recognise those
who served our great country and its people. World
War I was a state and nation-shaping event, and
100 years on the sense of nationhood and identity
amongst our people continues to grow.

Apprenticeship and Traineeship Employment
Partners
Mr BURGESS — On 4 May I was pleased to
attend the Apprenticeship and Traineeship
Employment Partners (ATEP) community awards
night at the Frankston RSL. In operation since 1987,
ATEP is a not-for-profit, community-based
organisation employing around 200 apprentices and
trainees and offering innovative career pathways to
young people on the Mornington Peninsula and in the
south-eastern suburbs.

Somerville Community House
Mr BURGESS — On 5 May it was a pleasure to be
invited to speak at the Somerville Community House
open day. Throughout the day there were
demonstrations of yoga, tai chi and rock’n’roll, and
there was painting for the kids and plant stalls, a
barbecue, refreshments and the opportunity to inspect
their outstanding new garden. There were opportunities
for all.
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Baxter Residents and Traders Progress Action
Committee
Mr BURGESS — I was pleased to assist the Baxter
Residents and Traders Progress Action Committee
(BRATPAC) at its sausage sizzle on 5 May at the
Baxter shopping centre as part of Baxter’s centenary
celebrations the following day. Congratulations to the
wonderful Baxter community on their township’s
centenary and to those who serve Baxter residents as
part of BRATPAC. A big thanks to all those local
businesses whose generous donations made the
barbecue possible.

Altona P–9 College
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) (09:49) —
On 25 May I met with the Altona P–9 College
leadership group, including principal Julie Krause and
vice-principal Matthew Kelly, to discuss some big news
about their school. Students at Altona P–9 College will
soon have the option of completing their secondary
education at the school, as it will be transformed into a
P–12. The school has been doing a fantastic job, but it
is important to give local students and parents choice.
The Department of Education and Training and the
Victorian School Building Authority will work with the
school on transition arrangements to allow year 10
students to enrol at the school from 2019. The school
will then accommodate year 11 students from 2020 and
year 12 students from 2021. The time is right to give
local students the ability to complete their secondary
education at this fantastic local school.

JK Grant Reserve pavilion
Ms HENNESSY — I was pleased to join with
Hobsons Bay mayor Angela Altair and Cr Sandra
Wilson for the official opening of the JK Grant Reserve
pavilion last Tuesday. It has fantastic facilities and
opens up greater opportunities for the involvement of
women and girls in sports. A very big thanks to
Hobsons Bay City Council, Altona Football Club,
Altona Cricket Club and AFL Victoria who all made a
contribution for the purposes of getting this
long-overdue redevelopment done.

Barbara Yeoh
Ms HENNESSY — I would like to place on the
record my appreciation and thanks to Ms Barbara
Yeoh, who has been the chair of Monash Health for the
past nine years. She will be retiring on 1 July. She has
completed her duties with great capacity, with great
dignity and with incredible compassion and optimism
for the patients of Monash.
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Greater Shepparton Volunteer
Recognition Awards
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (09:51) — Today I would
like to take the opportunity to acknowledge the many
members of the Shepparton district community who
generously volunteer their time, experience and energy
to make our electorate a better place to live, work and
invest in. The work that they do is invaluable to our
community, and it is a pleasure to be able to stand here
today and put several of their names on the record as
winners of the 2018 Greater Shepparton Volunteer
Awards. Congratulations to Dawn Tricario, Aunty
Kella Robinson, John Nisbet, Maya Ingham, Janet
Batten, Joe Clarke and the team at the Book Inn on
your contributions to our region.
It was particularly pleasing to see the winner of the long
service award, Mooroopna’s Mr Clarke, feature on the
front page of our local newspaper, the Shepparton
News, last week in honour of his 60 years of volunteer
service at the RSL. Now 93, Mr Clarke served during
World War II in Papua New Guinea, Borneo and Japan
and through his role in the Shepparton RSL’s welfare
committees now visits returned services personnel in
need of support.
Also acknowledged at the awards ceremony were
17-year-old Zahraa al Shamis and 18-year-old Suna
Teia, who received certificates for their work on our
local police youth committee. Both have been
volunteering on the committee with an eye to one day
perhaps becoming police officers themselves.

Australian Emergency Assistance Association
Mr LIM (Clarinda) (09:52) — Last Tuesday I was
privileged to meet with leadership of the Australian
Emergency Assistance Association Incorporated
(AEAAI). The AEAAI is a registered non-profit
organisation providing emergency assistance to
members of ethnic communities. The organisation was
founded by Mr Huifeng Liu in June 2016, and has been
operating from the electorate of Clarinda. It has been
working very closely with the police and other
emergency responders for the last few years.
The organisation has a similar vision and mission to
that of Neighbourhood Watch, but enjoys much higher
efficiency by utilising the latest technologies, and
importantly provides language and culturally sensitive
services to the local Chinese community. Since its
inception, the association has made use of the social
media app WeChat as its primary communication
platform, and has evolved from its three original
contributors to over 1000 volunteers and now
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40 000 participants. So far they have provided
assistance in over 700 cases, of which around 500 cases
were reported by different media including ABC News.
The association’s functions include providing
assistance with police reports and emergency rescue for
victims of violence and injury, spreading scam alert
information, organising safety awareness public events
and finding missing people and property.

Murray Basin rail project
Mr CRISP (Mildura) (09:54) — The Murray Basin
rail project was meant to secure the future of freight
from Mildura to the port and pave the way for the
return of the passenger train. The National Party in
government allocated $220 million from the sale of the
Rural Finance Corporation for the project, which later
received matching funding from the federal
government. Instead of being the realisation of a dream,
the project has become a nightmare. Stories abound of
issues with the track, including on the Maryborough to
Ararat line, which has speed restrictions and will need
significant remedial work. Such is the restriction on the
track that only one train can use the track per day,
restricting the rest of the network from an effective
freight service. As I understand it, the contractor is no
longer on the project and the question has to be asked:
where was the contract supervision that allowed this
mess to occur? The issues that have arisen should have
been managed, and the buck stops with the minister for
this botched job.
The Mildura line was out of service for the entire grape
season. We are now in the citrus season and the rail
link to the port is vital for the export of citrus. Any sort
of restricted service or delays, closures or any other
problems are unacceptable. An unreliable service puts
pressure on shifting our exports by road and puts
additional pressure on the trucking industry as well as
the highways, dealing with congestion and getting to
the port. Denials and weasel word excuses simply do
not cut the mustard. The buck stops with the minister,
and my community demands a response that assures all
those depending on the rail line that it will be fixed
as promised.

Victoria University simulation-based
learning facility
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) (09:55) — Last week
I was delighted to attend the launch of the world-class
simulation-based learning facility at Victoria University
in St Albans. This simulation facility will give our
future paramedics, nurses and midwives valuable
practical training and experience in a realistic and
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supportive environment. These sorts of simulated
learning facilities help students to build essential skills
in critical thinking, teamwork, problem solving and
communication. These are real skills for the real world.

the government schools that I have fought for over the
past few years and will continue to fight for. Iona
college will add greatly to the educational opportunities
for the families now calling Armstrong Creek home.

I would like also to thank Victoria University for
placing its St Albans campus at the forefront of training
in the west. This is on top of the Andrews Labor
government’s investment in the St Albans and Sunshine
campuses of Victoria University and making TAFE
available to students again, in particular the free courses
that have been announced recently.

Yarra Me School

Turkish community
Ms SULEYMAN — On another matter, I had the
pleasure of attending the Turkish-Australian iftar
dinner. This was an opportunity to celebrate 50 years of
Turkish and 70 years of Turkish Cypriot migration to
Australia. There is no doubt that the Turkish
community in Victoria has been an integral part of the
vibrant multicultural tapestry in Victoria. We have seen
contributions from all sectors.

Geelong Amateur Football and Netball Club
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) (09:57) — Last
Saturday I was pleased to attend the Geelong Amateur
Football and Netball Club, along with Liberal candidate
for Geelong, Freya Fidge, to announce that a Liberal
government elected this year will commit $200 000
towards lighting at the Queens Park oval. This is an
important project for the football club and was
welcomed by club president Simon Farrell. The club
has 26 junior teams and four women’s and girls teams
and they are really struggling at the moment with
ground capacity due to the lack of lights. This is a
welcome commitment for that area. It is the
second-largest club in AFL Barwon and I was very
proud to make that commitment last Saturday.

Iona college
Mr KATOS — Armstrong Creek in the South
Barwon electorate continues to grow, and I recently
attended the naming ceremony for Victoria’s newest
Catholic secondary college, to be named Iona college.
The ceremony was led by the Archbishop of
Melbourne, His Grace Denis Hart, who told us that the
name Iona was inspired by one of the most significant
sites in the British Isles, the monastery of Iona, located
on the west coast of Scotland. Catholic Education
executive officer, Stephen Elder, advised that Iona
college in Geelong will be opened in 2020 and
construction is expected to begin this September. This
non-government education provider will complement

Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) (09:58) —
Only a life lived for others is worth living. In my role as
the Parliamentary Secretary for Education I am lucky
enough to visit many schools across Victoria and see
the great pedagogy in the classrooms and the work we
are putting in to build the Education State school by
school. The Yarra Me School is unlike most schools. It
is a government specialist school that exclusively
addresses the educational needs of students with
significant social, emotional and behavioural
challenges. The students come from a range of different
backgrounds, including trauma, autism, speech and
language difficulties, attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder, attachment disorder, anxiety and learning
difficulties. A big thankyou to principal Nancy Sidoti
and school council president Nicholas Abbey for your
passion for education excellence and equity and for
making me feel so welcome at your school. Thanks
also to students George, Marco, Lucas and Eloise for
your wonderful tour and letting me know how much
you love your school.

Hester Hornbrook Academy
Ms GRALEY — We are committed to supporting
children throughout their education no matter their
postcode, no matter their personal situation. I recently
opened the Hester Hornbrook Academy at the
Melbourne Polytechnic, Prahran. The Hester
Hornbrook Academy is a phenomenal education
provider where the curriculum is flexed to respond to
the strengths, interests and learning needs of each
student. Thank you for the hard work and leadership of
principal Dave Wells and board chair Dr Ros Otzen.
The school is appropriately named after the late Hester
Hornbrook, one of Melbourne City Mission’s past
presidents. Among her charitable works, she helped
establish a system of ‘ragged schools’ that provided
basic education for children who were too poor, dirty or
otherwise marginalised to attend at any other type of
formal education. This is great work and I thank
everybody, especially the board and chair of Melbourne
City Mission.

Alexandra Standard
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (10:00) — For over
150 years now the people of Alexandra have been
receiving their news through the Alexandra Standard.
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This is a remarkable achievement for a small local
newspaper. The world of print media has had its ups
and downs, and it is terrific to see a small paper like
this one absolutely go the distance. Yesterday they had
their celebratory bash, which saw lots of people
coming and going through the afternoon and included
a giant cake. It is published now by Celina Mott
through Alexandra Newspapers, and I want to
recognise the team there: Karen Morrison, Anne
Richey, Penny Paxman, Lynne Wise, Ebony Morrison
and newly arrived journalist Holly Tregenza. May they
have success in the years to come.

Rubicon Outdoor Centre
Ms McLEISH — Last week I attended the Rubicon
Outdoor Centre, which was celebrating 40 years of
operation. The centre is an outdoor secondary school
operated by the Department of Education and Training.
Some 2000 students pass through the doors annually.
The Rubicon state forest was home to the hydroelectric
scheme controlled by the State Electricity Commission
of Victoria (SEC), and employees were housed at the
current camp site. In 1978 the department of education
acquired the camp from the SEC.
I want to acknowledge the principal, Dean McLean,
who is on long service leave at the moment, and the
acting principal, Andrew Monson, who has got the
ropes at the minute. I also want to recognise the staff,
many of whom have been there for ages. This is really
indicative of such a wonderful, satisfying working
environment. Outdoor education is a completely
important element of a student’s education, and I think
this is an area that certainly needs continued investment.

McKinnon Secondary College
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) (10:01) —
Congratulations, McKinnon Secondary College!
McKinnon has come first in the Language Perfect
World Championships 2018. Language Perfect is a
global online competition to promote language
learning. McKinnon Secondary College has been
participating for five years, finishing 30th in the world
in 2014. In 2018 they are number 1 in the world,
achieving victory against 2230 other schools. They
answered a staggering 4 657 814 questions and were
first in German, second in French and third in Chinese.
Many staff also participated, and their professionalism,
dedication and enthusiasm are a great inspiration for the
students. McKinnon also received their best individual
performance, with James Hardy in year 12 finishing
11th in the world, with 42 508 points and being the top
student for Latin. Well done to all involved.
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Bentleigh electorate scout groups
Mr STAIKOS — A couple of weeks ago I raced
back to Bentleigh from Parliament to visit two scout
groups. It was a pleasure to spend a bit of time with the
cubs at Bailey Reserve Scout Group. Thanks for the
T-shirt with the words, ‘When I grow up I want to be a
Rover scout’, which I promised to wear in Parliament,
and I will try to do that later. After that visit I went
down to the 10th Caulfield Scout Group for Jessica
Kaplan’s Australian Scout Medallion presentation. This
is the highest honour for a scout, and Jessica was a very
worthy recipient. Achieving this honour has been years
in the making. Jessica set her mind to it, and with hard
work and determination, including a long hike, she got
there. Well done.

Member for Sandringham
Mr DIXON (Nepean) (10:03) — During my
22 years as a member of the Victorian Parliament,
including four years as Minister for Education, the
member for Sandringham stands out as a visionary
advocate in pursuit of better educational opportunities
and infrastructure for the students within the
Sandringham electorate, including Beaumaris. A
defining example of his vision, community dedication
and outstanding leadership is his initiation and
development of the agreement with the Melbourne
Cricket Club (MCC) and the education department for
the shared club and community and school sporting and
education facilities in what is now known as Beaumaris
Secondary College. The investment by the MCC was
pivotal to the simultaneous school rebuilding program.
He should be proud that his work has come to fruition
with the opening of the MCC facility in a couple of
weeks time.

Balnarring traffic management
Mr DIXON — On another matter, I refer to a letter
to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety from the
federal member for Flinders, myself and the Liberal
candidate for Nepean, Russell Joseph. I quote:
We are writing collectively to you following grave and
overwhelming concerns received from the community
regarding the safety of children, the elderly, people with
disabilities and all other pedestrians that must cross two
arterial roads to access Balnarring shopping centre and other
community facilities.
A pedestrian crossing is required for Frankston-Flinders Road
between the skate park, playground, preschool, infant welfare
centre and playgroup/occasional care centre, community hall
(that services many groups including the senior citizens
association), a bus stop and the village common for a safe
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crossing to the Balnarring Village shopping centre or
vice versa.

I look forward to the minister’s response.

Liam Birch
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (10:04) — On Saturday,
2 June, Liam Birch collapsed at a boundary throw-in
during the third quarter of the Wallan Magpies
under-19 grand final. News reports at the time said
Liam had had a heart attack, and I understand he is
going through medical tests to verify what the cause
was. Liam was extremely fortunate that teacher Tony
Freeman was passing by and jumped the fence to
perform CPR on him. When interviewed on Channel 7,
Tony said that Liam had no heartbeat and was turning
blue, so he called for a defibrillator. This saved Liam’s
life. Assistant coach and Liam’s dad, Adam Birch,
travelled with Liam to hospital. Thankfully it was
Adam who had previously pushed for defibrillators to
be installed at the club. Thank you to everyone,
especially Tony Freeman, for being there and acting
quickly to assist Liam. This life saved shows that
defibrillators can save lives and be a vital addition to
sporting clubs. As someone who has suffered the loss
of her dad on the cricket field aged a young 44, I
remind any local club that does not yet have a
defibrillator that state grants for defibrillators close on
20 June.

Write a Book in a Day
Ms GREEN — On another matter, I want to thank
Kylah, Anjali, Jemma, Trinity and Tess, year 9 students
at Diamond Valley College who I met with recently. I
met with them during the Premiers’ Reading Challenge,
and their love for reading has now inspired them to join
the Write a Book in a Day team, which is a fundraiser
for the Kids’ Cancer Project. What great citizens at
Diamond Valley College.

TREASURY AND FINANCE LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2018
Statement of compatibility
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
Opening paragraphs
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the ‘Charter’), I
make this Statement of Compatibility with respect to the
Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill 2018
(the Bill).
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In my opinion, the Bill, as introduced to the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set out in the
Charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.
Overview
The Bill is an omnibus Bill that makes amendments to a
number of Acts, with the following amendments relevant to
human rights:
extending transport accident benefits payable to family
members;
expanding the entitlement to transport accident
compensation to cyclists who are injured as a result of a
collision with a stationary vehicle;
new powers to require compelled removal of asbestos
and imposed management measures; and
clarification of existing inspector powers to ask
questions and request documents.
Human Rights Issues
Extending benefits payable to family members
The Bill makes a number of amendments to the Transport
Accident Act 1986 (TA Act) to increase claim benefits to
supporting family members of persons injured in transport
accidents.
Under the existing scheme, the members of the immediate
family of a person who is injured or dies as a result of a
transport accident are entitled to benefits, including family
counselling, and travel and accommodation expenses for
hospital visits or funeral attendance. Clause 3 amends the
TA Act to include grandparents as members of immediate
family, to recognise that changing nature of family units and
the supporting role of grandparents in modern society.
Similarly, the Transport Accident Commission (TAC)
currently pays reasonable travel and accommodation
expenses incurred by a parent whilst they visit their dependent
child in hospital, in order to allow parents to spend as much
time as possible with their children, and to support them in
their recovery following a transport accident. Under the
current scheme, parents are not compensated for loss of
wages as a result of being unable to work during the period of
visiting their child in hospital. Clause 12 introduces a new
compensation benefit of up to $10 000 per claim to mitigate
the loss of wages of a parent visiting their child in hospital.
Finally, the TAC pays dependency benefits to children of a
person who dies as a result of a transport accident. A
‘dependent child’ includes a child under the age of 25 years
who is a full-time student, but does not include a person under
the age of 25 who is undertaking a full-time apprenticeship.
Clause 4 amends the TA Act align the entitlements of
dependent full time apprentices with full-time students under
the age of 25.
The above amendments, which all provide additional support
to children and family members affected by a transport
accident, strengthen the Charter’s right to protection of
families and children in s 17.
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Amendments relating to pedal cycles
Part 2 of the Bill makes a number of amendments to the
TA Act to expand the entitlement to TAC compensation to
cyclists who are injured as a result of a collision with a
stationary vehicle. Clause 3 amends the definition of
‘transport accident’ in s 3(1) of the Act to include a collision
occurring between a pedal cycle and a stationary motor
vehicle or an open or opening door of a motor vehicle.
Clauses 5 to 9 make other amendments to bring the statutory
requirements for cyclists in line with the requirements on
owners or drivers of a motor vehicle when claiming
compensation.
These amendments are relevant to the Charter rights to
freedom of expression (s 15), property (s 20) and fair
hearing (s 24).
Right to freedom of expression (s 15)
Section 15(2) of the Charter provides that every person has
the right to freedom of expression, including the freedom to
impart information and ideas of all kinds. This also
encompasses the right not to impart information.
Clause 5 imposes a requirement on cyclists who have been
injured to report the accident to the nearest police station
within a reasonable time in order to access TAC
compensation. Failure to report can result in the TAC not
being liable to pay compensation in certain circumstances.
Section 15(3) of the Charter provides that special duties and
responsibilities are attached to the right to freedom of
expression, and the right may be subject to lawful restrictions,
such as those reasonably necessary to protect public order and
public health. In my view, the requirement to report accidents
to police in order to access compensation is reasonably
necessary to the proper administration of the traffic accident
compensation scheme, and the efficient and transparent
assessment of compensation claims. It is a commonly
accepted obligation on road users that accidents involving
injury must be reported to police. I also note that this
requirement mirrors existing obligations on cyclists under the
Road Safety Act 1986 to report to police particulars of any
accident involving injury.
Accordingly, I am satisfied that this requirement does not
limit section 15 of the Charter.
Property rights (s 20) and the right to fair hearing (s 24)
A consequence of expanding the entitlements to compensation
of cyclists is that it brings application of other parts of the
compensation scheme, such as the extinguishment of common
law rights to damages in certain circumstances (by way of s 93
of the TA Act). Accordingly, a cyclist who is involved in a
collision with a stationary vehicle will no longer have a right to
recover common law damages, unless they have sustained a
serious injury as required by s 93 of the TA Act.
Section 20 of the Charter provides that a person must not be
deprived of property other than in accordance with law. A
legal right to damages may be considered ‘property’ for the
purposes of s 20. The right has been interpreted as requiring
that any deprivation of property occur in accordance with
clear, transparent and precise criteria, and not be oppressive
or capricious. As the scheme employs clear criteria for when
a common law right is extinguished, and provides for a
person to be entitled to enjoy the benefits of the statutory
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compensation scheme in exchange for the loss of this legal
right, the provision does not limit s 20 of the Charter.
Similarly, a provision which abolishes or limits a right to
bring legal proceedings may constitute a limit on a person’s
right to fair under s 24 of the Charter, by impeding their
access to the courts of the State. To the extent that fair hearing
can be said to be limited, I consider any limit to be reasonably
justified under s 7(2) of the Charter. The right to common law
damages is only extinguished in circumstances where a
cyclist is injured but does not have a serious injury. In such
circumstances, the person is provided with access to no-fault
entitlements under the scheme, which include immediately
payable benefits relating to medical and support services,
transport costs, income support and associated benefits for
family members.
While such persons will also be subject to statutory thresholds
and caps for the recovery of such costs, the extinguishment of
common law rights to damages is necessary in order to
regulate TAC’s liabilities (as the indemnifier of persons
involved in traffic accidents) and ensure that the scheme is
able to provide benefits equivalent to the respective needs of
each claimant. I also note that courts in the United States,
Canada, Germany and South Africa, amongst others, have
found similar legislation providing for compensation and
limiting the right to claim common law damages not to be
irrational or arbitrary in the context of limits on human rights.
Accordingly, I am satisfied that that the limitations on the
right to damages in this context is compatible with
the Charter.
Framework for the removal or management of asbestos
The manufacture, use, reuse, import, transport, storage and
sale of asbestos has been prohibited in Australia since
31 December 2003, effected in Victoria through the
Occupational Health and Safety Regulation 2017. Despite
these prohibitions, a number of instances of
asbestos-containing-materials have been imported, supplied
and installed in Victoria since 2003. Despite the clear risk to
public safety and welfare posed by these materials, there
exists ambiguity in the current framework regarding whether
duty holders are in breach of existing prohibitions for
retaining such asbestos or whether they can be required to
remove it.
Clause 25 of the Bill inserts a new Part VIA into the
Dangerous Goods Act 1985 to provide a clearer framework
for the removal or management of asbestos that was installed
on or after 1 January 2004. New section 39C requires a person
who has management or control of property to notify the
Victorian WorkCover Authority (Authority) as soon as
practicable after becoming aware that their property contains
asbestos that was installed on or after 1 January 2004. The
person must then, within 60 days, enter into an agreement with
the Authority to remove the asbestos in accordance with a
removal plan approved by the Authority, or to manage the
risks associated with retaining the asbestos on the property in
accordance with a management plan approved by the
Authority. An owner is liable to a penalty if they fail to agree
with a removal or management plan, or fail to comply with
such plans. The obligations do not apply in relation to property
that is domestic premises used solely for domestic purposes.
The new framework is relevant to a number of rights:
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the right to freedom from forced work (s 11), in relation
to the requirement on a property owner to remove
asbestos under the menace of a penalty;
the right to freedom of expression, including the right
not to impart information (s 15), in relation to the
requirement of a property owner to notify the Authority
of asbestos; and
the right not to be deprived of property, in relation to any
interferences with a person’s enjoyment of property
rights effected by the forced removal of asbestos or
implementation of a management plan.
The above rights all include internal limitations within their
scope that permit lawful restrictions on the right on certain
grounds. Accordingly, I consider that these amendments do
not limit these rights on the basis of these internal limitations,
for the following reasons.
The right to freedom from forced work excepts work or
service that forms part of normal civil obligations (s 11(3)(c)).
While the phrase has not been subject to judicial interpretation
in Victoria, ‘normal civil obligations’ have been interpreted
under international law to include a property owner’s
obligation to maintain their property in accordance with health
and safety standards. Further, such obligations are particularly
enlivened where an owner is aware that the condition of their
property may endanger the community (principally residents,
visitors to the property and neighbours), and the risk is of such
a nature that the community may be unaware of the dangers or
be unable to adequately protect itself against such dangers. The
health and safety risks associated with asbestos are significant,
with inhalation of asbestos dust or fibres causing scarring,
infection or interactions with a person’s immune system
leading to genetic damage and resulting carcinomas. Asbestos
fibres are normally invisible to the naked eye and can be
breathed in easily without noticing. It follows that the work
requirements introduced by these amendments would be
considered as part of the scope of normal civil obligations on
property owners.
The right to freedom of expression is subject to restrictions
reasonably necessary to respect the rights and reputations of
other persons, or for the protection of public health (s 15(3)).
As discussed above, the requirement to notify the Authority
about the discovery of matters of health concern to the
community clearly comes within the internal limitation of
this right.
Finally, the right not to be deprived of property contains an
internal limitation of ‘other than in accordance with law’.
While the effect of a compelled asbestos removal or
management plan may deprive a person of their enjoyment of
certain property rights (such restricting their use or control of
their property) any such deprivation will occur in accordance
with law. The scheme includes clear criteria for removing or
managing asbestos, and provides for exceptions in the form of
management plans where it may not be reasonably practicable
to remove asbestos and it is safe to take other protective
measures. New section 39F sets out the considerations that
the Authority must satisfy itself of when determining whether
it is reasonably practicable to require an owner to remove
asbestos, such as the likelihood of exposure to asbestos
occurring, the degree of harm that would result if exposure to
asbestos did occur, the availability of suitable of ways to
remove the asbestos, and the cost of removing the asbestos.
Accordingly, I am satisfied that the imposition of any
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restrictions or requirements on the use of land under this
scheme will be reasonable, and occur in accordance with law.
It follows that I am satisfied that clause 25 is compatible with
the Charter.
Inspector powers to ask questions and request documents
The Bill (through clauses 23, 28 and 31) amends the
Dangerous Goods Act 1985, Equipment (Public Safety)
Act 1994 and Workplace Injury Rehabilitation
Compensation Act 2013 to clarify the scope of existing
inspector powers to ask questions and request documents
under those Acts, in order to align those powers with
equivalent powers under the Occupational Health and
Safety Act 2004.
The amendments clarify that the power to ask questions is not
inadvertently restricted to matters concerning documents
required to be produced under the scheme, and that the power
to request documents does not depend on where the document
may be located or whether it is in the person’s possession.
These amendments prevent the ability of inspectors to
perform their functions from being inadvertently limited.
It is my view that these amendments do not impose any
additional limits on human rights, as it merely clarifies the
intended operation of existing powers. However, I note that
many of these powers to gather information were enacted
prior to the introduction of the Charter and have not been
considered by previous Statements of Compatibility.
Accordingly, I consider it appropriate to briefly discuss the
general implications for human rights posed by such
information-gathering powers, and why any reasonable limits
on rights are considered reasonably justified.
The powers are principally relevant to the Charter’s right to
privacy (s 13) and the right not to be compelled to testify
against oneself or to confess guilt (s 25(2)(k)).
Right to privacy (s 13)
Section 13 of the Charter relevantly provides that a person has
the right not to have their privacy or correspondence
unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with.
The powers permit inspectors to enter specified places (which,
in relation to each scheme, are regulated occupational places
such as equipment sites, workplaces or places housing
dangerous goods) and require a person to produce a document
or answer any questions put by the inspector. Not all
information required to be provided under these powers will
be of a private nature. However, to the extent that these powers
do require disclosure of private information, the clearly
prescribed nature of these powers protect against any arbitrary
or unlawful interferences with the right to privacy. The powers
are essential to monitoring industry laws and detecting
non-compliance, and to safeguard the rights and interests of
employees, consumers and the community in relation to
workplaces and high risk industries. The powers are primarily
available in respect of industry and occupational premises,
where individuals have a limited expectation of privacy by
way of the duties and obligations which attach to their roles
under the relevant Acts. Confidential requirements apply to the
information gained in the exercise of these powers.
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Right not to be compelled to testify against oneself or to
confess guilty (s 25(2)(k)))
Section 25(2)(k) of the Charter provides that a person who
has been charged with a criminal offence has the right not to
be compelled to testify against themselves or to confess guilt.
The right applies in relation to incriminatory material
obtained under compulsion, and extends to cover information
that may have been obtained prior to any charge being laid.
The powers to compel information allow a person to refuse or
fail to give information if doing so would tend to incriminate
the person (with the exception, in some contexts, of the
person’s name or address). However, the powers do not
excuse a person from complying with a requirement to
provide a document that the person is required to produce
under the respective scheme.
The right to protection against self-incrimination generally
covers the compulsion of documents or things which might
incriminate a person. However, at common law the protection
accorded to the compelled production of pre-existing
documents is considerably weaker than the protection
accorded to oral testimony or to documents that are brought
into existence to comply with a request for information. This
is particularly so in the context of a regulated industry, where
documents or records are required to be produced during the
course of a person’s participation in that industry, and are
brought into existence for the dominant purpose of
demonstrating that person’s compliance with relevant duties
and obligations when required by inspectors. The duty to
provide documents in this context is consistent with the
reasonable expectations of persons who operate within a
regulated scheme and undertake the responsibilities and
duties that apply to their roles.
These powers enable inspectors to monitor compliance with
the respective Acts, investigate potential contraventions, and
protect employees from detriment or harm resulting from
non-compliance with the regulatory scheme. It is necessary
for inspectors to have access to such documents to ensure the
effective administration of the regulatory scheme, and to use
such documents to bring enforcement action where
appropriate.
There are no less restrictive means available to achieve the
purpose of enabling inspectors to have access to relevant
documents, and access to such documents is necessary to
ensure the safety of employees and to protect the interests of
industry as a whole. To provide for a full document-use
immunity would unreasonably obstruct the role of inspectors
and the aims of the scheme, as well as give the holders of
such documents an unfair forensic advantage in relation to
criminal and civil penalty investigations. Therefore, I consider
that the limitation of the privilege against self-incrimination
with respect to documents is compatible with the right not to
be compelled to testify against oneself in section 25(2)(k) of
the Charter.
Robin Scott, MP
Minister for Finance

Second reading
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) (10:07) — I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.
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Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
standing orders:
The Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill 2018
is an omnibus bill which amends
The Transport Accident Act 1986 (TA Act) to improve
the operational efficiency of the Victorian transport
accident scheme by increasing claim benefits to persons
injured in transport accidents and their supporting family
members and expanding the eligibility of cyclists to
access TAC compensation in circumstances where they
are injured as a result of a collision with a stationary
vehicle;
The Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004,
Dangerous Goods Act 1985), Equipment (Public Safety)
Act 1994, Accident Compensation Act 1985 and
Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and Compensation Act
2014 to enhance the operation of the Victorian
occupational health and safety, equipment public safety
and dangerous goods regulatory frameworks and the
workers compensation schemes; and
The Emergency Services Superannuation Act 1986 to
provide a mechanism for the transfer of the assets and
liabilities of the Port of Melbourne Superannuation Fund
into the Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme.
The Government is continuing to look at ways to strengthen
the performance of the TAC and WorkSafe scheme and the
services provided to those injured in a transport accident on
Victorian roads and workplaces, as well as looking at ways to
enhance the benefits that are available to the family members
of those injured, and improve workplace safety standards.
Turning first to the TAC related amendments —
Transport Accident related amendments
The Transport Accident Commission (TAC) administers a
world class transport accident scheme aimed at promoting the
prevention of transport accidents and to ensure that
appropriate compensation is delivered to those who are
unfortunate enough to be injured on our roads.
The Government is continuing to look at ways to strengthen
the performance of the TAC scheme and the services
provided to those injured in transport accidents and their
families.
In addition to enhancing the compensation available to TAC
clients and their families, this Bill will also extend TAC
compensation to cyclists who are injured as a result of a
collision with a stationary vehicle by amending the definition
of a ‘transport accident’ in the TA Act.
Expanding coverage for cyclists
In 2000, the Act was amended to extend access to TAC
benefits to a cyclist who was injured in a collision with a
parked vehicle whilst riding to or from work as at that time, a
cyclist would not have been entitled to workers’
compensation benefits following amendments made to the
Accident Compensation Act 1985.
This meant that cyclists who were unfortunate enough to
collide with a parked vehicle if they were not travelling to or
from their employment were being treated differently and had
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very different outcomes to those who were. This amendment
addresses this current anomaly.

injured in a transport accident on or after the date of
commencement.

The unequal access to TAC benefits was highlighted in an
incident involving Mr. Richard Wilson on 9 July 2014, where
Mr Wilson sustained significant injuries as a result of
colliding with a stationary vehicle whilst riding his bicycle.
Mr. Wilson was not entitled to TAC compensation because
the incident did not occur whilst he was travelling to or from
his place of employment.

Apprentice

To ensure that Mr Wilson and other people injured in similar
circumstances can be entitled to TAC compensation, this
amendment will apply retrospectively to 9 July 2014, the
date of Mr. Wilson’s accident. This means that a cyclist that
has been injured as a result of a collision with a stationary
vehicle is now able to make a claim for compensation with
the TAC, which the TAC can now accept in accordance with
these new provisions.
Increasing benefits for family members
In addition to amending the definition of a ‘transport
accident,’ a number of additional benefits have also been
introduced or enhanced for TAC clients and their families. To
acknowledge the changing nature of family units and the
supporting role that many grandparents play in a modern
society, the Act will be amended so that grandparents will be
entitled to the same benefits currently available for immediate
family members of a TAC client. This change will apply from
the date of commencement and apply to all transport
accidents on or after that date.
The Bill also introduces equivalent amendment to the
Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2013
and the Accident Compensation Act 1985.
The TAC pays for the reasonable travel and accommodation
expenses of immediate family members to visit a TAC client
in hospital up to a capped amount of $10 780 per claim.
When an injured person requires an extended in-patient stay
or family members are required to commute long distances to
a hospital, this amount can be insufficient. To address these
circumstances, the Act will be amended so that this cap is
increased to $20 000, indexed each financial year with CPI.
This amendment will apply to all claims for travel and
accommodation expenses on or after the date of
commencement.
Again, the Bill also introduces equivalent amendment to the
Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2013
and the Accident Compensation Act 1985.
Payment for loss of wages for parents
If a child is injured in a transport accident and admitted to
hospital, the TAC can pay the reasonable travel and
accommodation expenses incurred by parents to stay with
them. If a parent also incurs a loss of wages as a result of
being unable to work during the period that they are with their
dependent child in hospital, the TAC is unable to provide
them with any financial assistance.
To provide additional financial support to parents, this Bill
will introduce a new benefit of up to $10 000 per claim for
parents to access if they incur a loss of wages after five
working days from the date of their child’s first admission to
hospital. This change will support the parents of children
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The TAC can pay dependency benefits to the child of a person
who dies in a transport accident, which can include a lump
sum award, weekly benefits and an education allowance.
Generally, a child will only be entitled to dependency benefits
if they are under 16 years of age. However, if a child is a
full-time student between 16 and 25 years of age and they
remain dependent on their deceased parent for economic
support, they will also be entitled to dependency benefits. This
currently does not extend to apprentices in the same
circumstances. To ensure that a dependent child undertaking
an apprenticeship is not disadvantaged as compared to a child
under 25 years of age undertaking studies, this Bill will align
the dependency entitlements of a full time dependent
apprentice under the age of 25 with those of a dependent
full-time student under the age of 25. This amendment will
affect all transport accidents involving an apprentice
tradesperson on or after the date of commencement.
LOEC benefit review
If a person is unable to return to work 18 months after their
transport accident, then they may be entitled to Loss of
Earnings Capacity (LOEC) Benefits from the TAC. LOEC
benefits can be paid for a maximum period of 18 months,
unless a person’s Whole Person Impairment (WPI) is
assessed at greater than 50 per cent, and they continue to
suffer a loss of earning capacity. A person so assessed will be
eligible to receive these benefits until they reach the Federal
retirement age, or until their WPI is assessed at below
50 percent or they no longer have a loss of earning
capacity — whichever occurs first.
The TAC is currently required to conduct a mandatory review
of a person’s ongoing entitlement to LOEC benefits at least
once in every five year period. The TAC reviews a person’s
WPI and their work capacity. This may involve a TAC client
having to attend a number of medico-legal examinations and
vocational assessments. In instances where a person has
sustained catastrophic injuries which have destroyed their
earning capacity and their impairment level will never fall
below 50 percent, conducting a mandatory review is
not necessary.
This Bill replaces the mandatory requirement for the TAC to
undertake a review of entitlements to LOEC benefits every
five years with a discretionary one. The TAC may still
undertake a review in appropriate circumstances. This
amendment will not have an effect on a person’s right to
request that the TAC conduct a review at any time and will
apply from the date of commencement to all transport
accident claims, regardless of when they occurred.
Overseas attendance care
If a TAC client requires attendant care services within
Australia, the TAC can pay the reasonable cost of these
services for a period of not more than 8 weeks in any year if
these services are required by a TAC client overseas. The
TAC currently has no discretion to pay for a period of
attendant care services overseas beyond this period. In order
to support TAC clients who may be required to travel
overseas during the course of their employment, this Bill will
provide for an additional 4 weeks of overseas attendant care
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services to TAC clients in these circumstances. The
amendment will apply to all requests for these services from
the date of commencement.
Payment for court appointed administrator
Severely injured TAC clients may require a Court or Tribunal
appointed professional administrator to act on their behalf and
manage their financial affairs. Where a professional
administrator is appointed by a Court or Tribunal to act on an
injured client’s behalf, they are entitled to charge fees for their
services in managing the financial affairs of a client.
Currently, the TA Act makes no provision for the payment of
the fees incurred in the management of a client’s income and
lump sum impairment benefit. This is contrasted with the
common law position where an injured person can recover
the fees incurred by an administrator in accordance with the
High Court case of Willet v Futcher.
To enable the TAC to pay the reasonable fees associated with
the professional administration of a client’s TAC no-fault
compensation; this Bill introduces a new benefit into the
TA Act to allow a professional administrator to apply to the
TAC to be reimbursed for the costs of their professional
administration fees that are set by a Court or Tribunal. This
provision will apply to all requests for reimbursement of
eligible fees incurred on or after the date of commencement.
This amendment is not intended to impact on the assessment
of transport accident common law damages claims. The
current practise for the recovery of management fees
continues to apply whether these costs are incurred by a
professional administrator or by Funds in Court.
Turning next to WorkSafe related amendments —
WorkSafe related amendments
The Bill makes a range of amendments to improve the
operation of Victoria’s Workers Compensations Scheme as
well as Victoria’s Occupational Health and Safety,
Equipment Public Safety and Dangerous Goods Regulatory
Frameworks.
Broadly, the Bill makes amendments to:
provide increased transparency in regards to WorkSafe
investigations responding to prosecution requests and to
ensure that WorkSafe has sufficient time to undertake
these investigations;
clarify occupational health and safety consultation
requirements;
provide a clear framework for the removal or control of
asbestos installed subsequent to 31 December 2003; and
provide fairer compensation entitlement for injured
workers and the family members of injured workers.
The Bill also makes a number of minor amendments clarify
the operation of the legislation and to improve consistency.
Providing increased transparency in regards to WorkSafe
investigations responding to prosecution requests and
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ensuring that WorkSafe has sufficient time to undertake
these investigations
The Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 (OHS Act), the
Dangerous Goods Act 1985 (DG Act) and the Equipment
(Public Safety) Act 1994 (EPS Act) allow members of the
public to request prosecutions in circumstances where they
consider that a breach of the legislation has occurred.
This Bill introduces amendments to strengthen WorkSafe’s
accountability and transparency in regards to investigations
relating to prosecution requests under these Acts. Specifically,
the Bill requires WorkSafe to publicly report any instances
where it fails to meet its mandated legislative timeframes for
these investigations.
These amendments address recommendations arising out of
the Parliamentary Committee Inquiry into the CFA Training
College at Fiskville — Final Report (Fiskville Inquiry) and
the Independent Review of Occupational Health and Safety
Compliance and Enforcement in Victoria 2016 (Compliance
and Enforcement Review).
The Bill also makes amendments to ensure that WorkSafe has
sufficient time to undertake thorough and comprehensive
investigations relating to prosecution requests for more serious
indictable offences. These amendments substitute the existing
three month timeframe for completion of these investigations,
with a requirement that if an investigation into an indictable
matter is not completed within nine months, WorkSafe is to
refer the matter to the Director of Public Prosecution. In the
interim, Worksafe is to provide three monthly updates to the
person who requested the prosecution, and the Minister,
advising them of the status of the investigation. The Bill also
introduces new safeguards to ensure that these investigations
are undertaken without undue delay.
Clarifying OHS consultation requirements
The Bill creates an explicit link to clarify that a failure to
undertake the consultation procedure in accordance with
requirements of the OHS Act amounts to a failure to consult
and comply with the obligations in the OHS Act.
The OHS Act places a duty on employers to consult with
employees about a number of specified health and safety
matters to identify hazards and risks, procedures for resolving
health and safety issues and monitoring health and conditions
at the workplace. The OHS Act also sets out how the
consultation process must occur.
The Independent Review of Occupational Health and Safety
Compliance and Enforcement in Victoria identified a lack of
clarity regarding whether enforcement action could be taken
for a failure to undertake the consultation procedure in
accordance with requirements of the OHS Act. The Victorian
Government confirmed enforcement is actionable under the
current legislation and committed to being more transparent
about this obligation.
This amendment confirms the importance of the consultation
procedure and clarifies that a failure to undertake the
consultation procedure in accordance with requirements of
the OHS Act is an offence.
Removal or control of asbestos
The Bill provides a clear framework for the removal or control
of asbestos installed subsequent to 31 December 2003.
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The Victorian Government is committed to providing a safe
workplace for all workers. The unknown presence of asbestos
is a significant risk. Buildings constructed post December
2003 are assumed to be asbestos-free and if a building is
treated as asbestos free when it in fact contains asbestos,
serious health and safety risks may arise.

This amendment ensures that a deceased worker’s family
can obtain payments more quickly in the period immediately
after the worker’s death. It ensures that family members are
not put under additional financial hardship prior to the
conclusion of the compensation process during a very
difficult and stressful time.

The manufacture, use, reuse, importation, transport, storage
and sale of asbestos has been prohibited in Australia since
31 December 2003. Despite the prohibitions, a number of
instances of asbestos-containing materials being imported,
supplied and installed in Victoria subsequent to 2003 have
been identified. Currently, uncertainty exists as to whether,
and in what circumstances, these prohibitions would compel a
duty holder to remove asbestos.

Turning finally to ESSS related amendment —

To provide a clear framework for the removal or control of
asbestos that has been installed after 31 December 2003, the
Bill amends the DG Act to insert a provision requiring that
any asbestos installed after 2003 must be removed in
accordance with a removal plan approved by WorkSafe or
controlled in accordance with a management plan approved
by WorkSafe. Importantly, the management plan must ensure
a level of health and safety that is at least equivalent to that
which would be achieved by removing the asbestos.
Failure to comply with the relevant requirements of a removal
or a management plan that has been agreed is an indictable
offence attracting a maximum penalty of 500 penalty units for
a natural person and 2500 penalty units for a body corporate.
Payment of impairment benefits following the death of the
claimant
The Bill proposes to build flexibility in the WIRC and
AC Acts to enable impairment benefits to be made in
specified circumstances where the worker passes away before
a claim can be finalised.
In very rare situations, the worker may pass away between
their entitlement being determined and the processing of their
compensation payment. In these circumstances, WorkSafe is
prevented from making the payment.
The Bill proposes to amend the WIRC Act and the AC Act to
allow for impairment benefits to be made after the worker has
passed away if the worker’s degree of impairment had
already been determined by WorkSafe prior to their death.
This amendment will ensure fairer outcomes in situations
where a claim is well progressed and an injured worker
passes away prior to its finalisation and the payment of
compensation.
Provisional payments for travel and accommodation
expenses
The Bill proposes amendments to expand the ability to make
provisional payments to include compensation payments for
travel and accommodation expenses of family members
including grandparents.
The WIRC and AC Acts currently allow reasonable costs to
be paid to family members of deceased workers for travel and
accommodation where the deceased worker’s burial or
cremation is held more than 100 kilometres from their
residence. The Bill proposes to allow for these expenses to be
paid provisionally, without a claim needing to be lodged.

Transfer of the Port Fund to the ESSS
In September 2016, the Government leased the Port of
Melbourne to the Lonsdale Consortium for a period of
50 years. At the time, the Government agreed that the Port of
Melbourne Superannuation Fund should be transferred into
the Emergency Services Superannuation Scheme after the
completion of the lease transaction.
There are currently 32 members of Port Fund. Only six of
these members remain active. The Fund is “fully funded”.
Currently, the cost of administering the Port Fund is around
$360 000 per annum which is met by the Lonsdale
Consortium and the Victorian Ports Corporation (Melbourne).
If the Port Fund is transferred to ESSSuper, the cost of
administering the Port Fund is expected to reduce to $150 000
per annum because ESSSuper will be able to take advantage
of economies of scale.
The Port Fund is currently regulated by APRA, whereas all
funds administered by ESSSuper are exempt public sector
superannuation schemes regulated by the Victorian
Government. Transferring the Port Fund into the ESSS will
involve the Port Fund being transferred into an exempt
public sector superannuation scheme regulated by the
Victorian Government. The Port Fund, in conjunction with
ESSSuper, will need to consult APRA to ensure that any
requirements they have regarding this transfer are satisfied.
In order for the transfer to occur both the Port Fund and
ESSSuper have to agree.
This Bill will provide a mechanism for the transfer to occur
once the Trustees of the Port Fund (Diversa Trustees Limited)
and ESSSuper agreed in writing to the Minister for Finance
that the requirements to the transfer have been met.
I commend the Bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr MORRIS
(Mornington).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 21 June.

BUDGET PAPERS 2018–19
Debate resumed from 5 June; motion of Mr SCOTT
(Minister for Finance):
That this house takes note of the 2018–19 budget papers.

Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (10:08) — I rise to
respond to the 2018–19 budget, and I am very pleased
to do so. I have been proud to advocate for major
investment for my electorate since entering Parliament
after what was years of neglect of the Shepparton
district by consecutive governments. When I decided to
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stand one month before the 2014 Victorian state
election I, like so many others, was entirely frustrated
by the lack of understanding of the needs of our
community. We were tired of receiving grants across a
range of areas but never the big investments that we
really needed to progress as a region.
For years work had been underway preparing master
plans for the redevelopment of Goulburn Valley Health.
They stood neglected on the shelves of the CEO’s
office with little prospect of being turned into reality.
We aspired as a community to a redeveloped hospital
serving the needs of our region. We hoped for a chance
to be able to build an outstanding and inspirational
Shepparton Art Museum on the edge of Victoria Park
Lake. We bemoaned the lack of investment in rail
services to our region over such a very long period.
Many of us were very concerned about the high levels
of disengagement of young people, evidenced by poor
school attendance and high youth unemployment. The
duplication of our highway to the Victorian border was
not advancing, and we were very keen to see work
commence on the Shepparton bypass. Today I am
pleased to say that a significant investment is now
underway in relation to all of these aspirations for
our region.
In relation to rail, for many years the people in my
community stood by while regional centres like
Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong and the Latrobe Valley
were heavily invested in to the extent that in 2014 most
of them had 20 return rail services a day to each of
these cities. Shepparton is the fifth largest city in
Victoria, but we had been ignored and no real
investment had occurred in our rail. This left us with
railway tracks that are old and not fit for purpose for
fast trains and with a classic fleet that is way overdue
for replacement; really you only see them in old movies
these days. So our community wanted to see and had
been calling for years for improvement to our rail
services, and they felt like their pleas had been falling
on deaf ears.
November 2014 showed that the Shepparton district
was no longer prepared to be ignored. In the last budget
a commitment of $43.5 million was made to commence
works to improve the rail service by facilitating the
building of a passing loop between Shepparton and
Seymour, as well as providing stabling for more trains
at the Shepparton railway station. This work is now
well underway and should be completed by the end of
the year. It will result in the fifth service being
introduced shortly thereafter.
However, the absolute jackpot came in this year’s
budget, with the government announcing a
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$313 million commitment towards the works that need
to be undertaken between Shepparton and Seymour to
bring the infrastructure to a level that will enable nine
return VLocity train services each day between
Shepparton and Melbourne. This is a huge win for the
Shepparton district and will be transformational when it
rolls out. Not only will it provide that connectivity to
Melbourne, but it will also bring more people into our
town. They will come to the universities, to our TAFE
college, to the new Shepparton secondary school that is
being built, and also to contact and use the health and
medical services that we hope will be put in place with
the rollout of the redevelopment of Goulburn Valley
Health that is now underway.
The investment in our rail service will also, I expect,
have a significant impact on tourism in our region. We
have so much to offer — delicious farmgate produce,
award-winning wineries and the beauty of our
Goulburn and Murray rivers, not to mention the
impressive collections at the Shepparton Art Museum
and the about-to-commence new Shepparton museum
on the banks of our lake, to which the government also
contributed a welcome $10 million. I have often
wondered how many tourism dollars we have lost as a
result of the inadequate public transport system
afforded us for all these years. The opportunities this
investment will present to our community are most
welcome, and I seriously look forward to seeing those
VLocity trains coming up and down the tracks to
Shepparton, bringing people in to see all the wonders of
our region.
I was shocked before entering Parliament to start to
understand that there was a high level of youth
disengagement. After entering Parliament I came to
realise the extent of the neglect of our education system
in my electorate. I had been aware of the low numbers
of people completing their secondary education in our
region — they were simply not job ready when they did
leave school — and it became clear that our region was
well below state averages across a range of indicators.
I used my first grievance debate in this place to decry
the discrepancy between rural and metropolitan
outcomes for our young people. How could it be that
previous parliamentary representatives of our region
had not seen what was happening and done something
about it? This was a fatal flaw in the representation
which had been provided to our region and was
something I was not prepared to tolerate. I have
advocated loud and long and worked very hard with the
government of the day to achieve an investment in our
children’s future. The Shepparton education plan is the
outcome of that advocacy, with $1 million allocated in
last year’s budget to commence work on the plan and a
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further $20.5 million allocated in this year’s budget to
begin design planning and early building works for a
new secondary college in Shepparton that merges the
existing four secondary colleges. The funding also
extends to the establishment of an integrated children’s
centre in Mooroopna along the lines of the Doveton
College model.
We have undertaken a great deal of work to get to a
point where change is about to happen. It has not been
easy and change will always be challenging for a
community, especially seismic change of this nature
when it comes to the new secondary school. We need to
get it right and we need to provide our children with the
educational opportunities they deserve in schools which
show that they are worthwhile and deserve better than
they have been getting.
Our local advisory committee has visited many schools
in Victoria to look at their models and to try to
construct an outstanding school that will service the
needs of our diverse communities in the greater
Shepparton region. I see it as my job to identify the
needs of the community, take my advocacy to
government and demand to have these shortcomings
addressed. I am so pleased that we have the Shepparton
education plan underway, with plans for our new
secondary school moving forward and the focus now
shifting to the needs of primary school students and
then of course children in early childhood.
There is much work to be done in our community from
an educational point of view. We have high levels of
disadvantage, a multicultural community with many
new arrivals and the highest Indigenous population
outside of Melbourne. These impact in many ways on
the outcomes that we can achieve. Knowing all of this
will help inform us when we are putting together a new
secondary school that meets the needs of our
community. We want the changes that are being made
to address the particular needs of our broad community
but also those subsets within the community that have
special needs. I am hopeful that our community
working together will be able to achieve an outstanding
education precinct that will be visited by others
throughout Australia, because it is an educational
showpiece. Of course the breadth of this project will
require ongoing funding, and I will be looking to
government to commit to future funding for the
remainder of the works that will need to be done to roll
out this secondary college.
For the first time in many years we have received
substantial investment in many of our primary schools
to bring them up to a higher standard and provide better
facilities for our children. In this year’s budget it was

1873

pleasing to see that one of our small and most
disadvantaged rural schools, Ardmona Primary School,
received an allocation of $500 000 to build on the
$90 000 in last year’s budget in order to undertake
significant maintenance and repairs to bring the school
to a standard that its students deserve. When it comes to
education it is not just about bricks and mortar, it is
about what goes inside them. Our Neighbourhood
Schools project, which has come from the community,
has been partly supported by government. It needs
more funding and there is a long way to go, but it is an
outstanding project that is identifying disadvantaged
young people in primary school who are not able to
function at the level they should and providing them
with therapeutic services on a weekly basis to address
those needs, giving them a chance as young people in
our community.
GOTAFE is an important institution in our region, and
in Shepparton it plays a pivotal role in education. There
is no doubt that TAFE colleges have faced a lot of
challenges over the years, but they remain important
providers of education in many areas, including in my
electorate. I would also like to mention the
government’s commitment to making a suite of
30 TAFE courses free. In areas such as the Goulburn
Valley this enables courses to be made available to
students in fields in which employers are looking for
employees. It also provides educational opportunities
for young people who would otherwise simply not be
able to afford the courses on offer. I have heard many
stories of young people not going ahead with the
tertiary aspect of their education because they simply
could not afford it, and quite frankly that is simply not
good enough. For instance, with the redevelopment of
Goulburn Valley Health there will be a huge need for
more nurses, business administrators and other trained
staff. Our TAFE college and university can target their
courses to produce the young people we need within
our region to provide that workforce for the future.
In relation to roads I can say that in last year’s budget
$10 million was made available to undertake the
planning work for stage 1 of the Shepparton bypass.
This is an important project which will link the
Goulburn Valley Highway to the New South Wales
border, and ultimately it will be a dual carriageway. It is
an important transport route that carries many trucks
daily. The first stage also requires the building of a
second bridge over the Goulburn River just north of
Shepparton. This is something that has been desperately
needed for a long time to enable trucks to pass above
the town without going down our main streets. It will
also provide much better access for emergency
services. Having only one river crossing can be very
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dangerous for emergency services when they are in
hurry to get to certain things.
In this year’s budget $20 million was provided for two
roundabout upgrades on the Shepparton alternate route
at New Dookie Road and Old Dookie Road, and that is
also very welcome. That route experiences heavy
traffic and a lot of trucks pass around the edge of the
town between factories, farms and orchards. While
there was no funding for the much-needed Shepparton
bypass in this year’s budget, I look forward to
progressing this project as the planning works are
undertaken and finalised.
The Shepparton district has the highest Indigenous
population outside of metropolitan Melbourne. I was
very pleased that the government, which had funded a
business case for this project in last year’s budget, saw
fit to provide $23 million for the Munarra Centre for
Regional Excellence to be built within the sporting
precinct at Shepparton. This is a project which has been
conceived by the Indigenous community and worked
on collaboratively by the Greater Shepparton City
Council and the Rumbalara Football Netball Club, with
the Aboriginal community led by elder Mr Paul Briggs.
The aim is to provide a centre focusing on Indigenous
education, sporting excellence and cultural
development. This will be a potential showpiece in
regional Australia. The allocation of $400 000 for the
Barmah visitor centre is also welcomed and will
provide jobs in the Aboriginal community.
In terms of the budget more generally our regional
businesses will benefit from the reduction in the payroll
tax threshold across regional Victoria. Changes such as
these do have a significant effect and were welcomed
broadly by the businesses community in my electorate.
They have the potential to bring more businesses to our
region when people see the benefits that will accrue to
them by setting up business in regional areas.
There was also funding in the budget for a jobs
procurement office for Shepparton district. And with so
many works going on and with such government
investment in the region, having this jobs procurement
office will be of great benefit to many of the smaller
businesses who perhaps do not know how to access the
opportunities that are there for them.
I am grateful for the support for my electorate in the
budget. It is going to be significantly transformational
across many areas — connectivity and educational
outcomes are probably two of the main things that
Shepparton has lacked for a very long time. But I must
say that there is much more to do. There is unfinished
business in respect of a number of the projects I have
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referred to as well as others funded in previous budgets.
Much more investment in our region is required after so
many decades of neglect.
The life of a local member of Parliament is a busy one,
and we hear constantly about the needs of our
community as we go about our electorate. It has been a
great honour to hear of the needs of the community and
the needs of the people who live and work in the
Greater Shepparton district and to have the opportunity
to advocate on their behalf. I commend the motion to
the house.
Ms GARRETT (Brunswick) (10:22) — It is a great
pleasure to rise and acknowledge the terrific 2018–19
Victorian budget, which continues this government’s
delivery in the important areas and core Labor values of
health, education and skills, transport and jobs. A
hallmark of this government’s approach to our
community over successive budgets has been to make
this state the Education State. The most recent budget
continues that remarkable journey. I am delighted that
the budget has pledged much-needed funding for our
schools in Brunswick. Local families in Brunswick will
benefit from having great schools close to home, and
children right across the state will benefit with the
government investing nearly $1.3 billion across the
community. This includes building 28 new schools, as
well as upgrading 130 existing schools, an
unprecedented investment.
For us close to home the budget has allocated
$4.1 million to upgrade Brunswick South West Primary
School to modernise its facilities. This is a growing
school and a wonderful school community, and the
funding will go a long way towards providing the
school with the facilities it desperately needs. By
providing our students and teachers with the right space
and tools the students can then apply their learning in
an environment that complements their rich and
inquiry-based curriculum, which is drawing interest
from other schools right across the state because of their
innovative approaches.
The budget also sees funding of $600 000 to Moreland
Primary School to upgrade their facilities and learning
spaces, including refurbishing and modernising
classrooms and amenities. Again, Moreland Primary
School is one of the great innovative schools in
Victoria. The leaders there have been often the first to
come to the melding of technology and learning spaces.
I am delighted to see their hard work rewarded with this
funding for upgrading their facilities.
I had the pleasure of visiting these schools, in particular
Brunswick South-West Primary School, to make
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much-anticipated and happy announcements of this
funding. The students, the teachers and the principal at
Brunswick South-West Primary School were delighted
to see their school rewarded for all of its hard work. In a
similar vein, Moreland Primary School has been
delighted with their funding upgrade, which will go a
long way towards supporting their valuable work.
I would also like to acknowledge the work of the
Minister for Education. We have got more to do in
Brunswick. In particular I continue to advocate for
funding for the relocation of the Sydney Road
Community School, which is an institution in Victoria
and Melbourne and needs to find a new home because
the lease has run out on the old church site in Sydney
Road. That advocacy will continue. I know the Labor
candidate for Brunswick, Cindy O’Connor, will be
taking up that challenge as well, and we look forward in
coming budgets to seeing that school get the funding
they need to relocate and continue their amazing work.
As I stated earlier, the budget includes $272 million to
purchase land for new school sites right across the state.
New schools will be built and planned, which means
that every community will have a good-quality school
close to home. We know how important that is given
how much pressure there is on families these days to
get to work, to get home, to do all the activities that
need to be done. Having a good local school takes a
huge amount of pressure off and also allows your kids
to be embedded in your local community, which means
you feel a great sense of relief that their mates are
around the corner and that they are getting an education
close to home — they can walk to school, they can ride
to school and there are all of those attendant benefits.
So that is a wonderful and welcome initiative.
This Labor government, like Labor governments before
it, continues to provide the support needed to keep
children in schools and learning the skills they need for
the future. We have $32.9 million to fund
200 additional primary maths and science specialists,
$22 million for workshops and teaching tools to
improve literacy and numeracy and $9.8 million to
contribute to the cost of swimming and water safety
education programs. I know during my time as Minister
for Emergency Services it was critically important that
we made sure our kids knew how to swim. Too many
kids were leaving school, primary school in particular,
without those basic skills. We are surrounded by water
and going to the beach or the local swimming pool is a
critical activity and we are still seeing too many
drownings in this state, so giving kids a basic
knowledge of swimming before they leave school is an
absolute and utter lifesaver.
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Then there is some extra money for musical
instruments and music professional development for
teachers. That is really important not only for the love
of music and musical instruments but because music
and the pursuit of it can give kids skills in other areas.
My daughter is studying French. She is great with
written French but her pronunciation could do with a bit
of work. I was talking to her teacher and he asked,
‘Does she play a musical instrument?’ and I said, ‘No,
she should probably’. Apparently playing a musical
instrument really helps you with your languages.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GARRETT — No recorder. I thought, ‘I can’t
deal with the recorder’. The clarinet she did play for a
while and we popped that one away, which I think was
good for the household in general. But allowing kids
the opportunity to experience music, to find a passion
for music is another method of inclusion and
broadening their horizons.
Of course there is no point coming to school if you
have not had a good-quality preschool education, and
all of the research over the decades is now showing the
critical importance of making sure that kids are getting
to three to four-year-old kinder. They are sponges at
that age — they are developing all of their needed
skills. So the budget — not surprisingly given it is a
Labor budget — makes massive contributions to early
childhood facilities, including more kindergarten places
and more money to support the workforce. Our
childcare workers are a precious, precious resource —
Mr Edbrooke — A recorder for every child.
Ms GARRETT — A recorder for every child to
send the parents mad, and 4 million bucks for an
early-start kindergarten for vulnerable children, which
is something we should all be very, very proud of.
We cannot talk about education and we cannot talk
about this budget without reference to the
unprecedented investment in TAFE — free TAFE
courses are making sure that kids, wherever they are,
have got a pathway to fulfil their dreams and become
productive and engaged members of the community.
With all of the works that the government is
undertaking right across this state, it is making sure that
our apprentices are properly trained, that they get jobs
on sites, that they are looked after — this will have a
lasting impact right across the state for generations to
come. It is a terrific centrepiece of this budget. From
starting in kindergarten and going through primary
school at a local school to progressing through high
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school and having pathways beyond year 12, this
budget delivers.
It also invests a significant amount in upgrading our
special schools right across Victoria, but as the minister
has pointed out, there is still much more to do in that
space. It is, again, to stand by the mantra and live by the
value that every child deserves the best education
possible regardless of circumstance, and that is no more
true than when you have vulnerable kids or kids who
have been dealt a difficult start in life. To give them
A-grade facilities is precisely what a community and a
government should be doing.
I do want to touch on the investment in sports facilities,
because I have spent a lot of my time as the member for
Brunswick seeking and achieving investment in our
local sporting clubs, particularly in the inner city. I have
said this many times, but in the inner city, where there
are not many backyards and lots of people live in
apartments or in small houses — there are very few
quarter-acre blocks — it is important to have proper
local sporting facilities, like ovals, for thriving clubs. A
lot of people spend their volunteering time there — that
is where they meet their friends — and so there has
been a real investment by this Labor government in
sporting facilities. We have had some great
achievements — the Zebras at Balfe Park and other
ovals right through Brunswick.
This budget is making a massive investment of
$64.6 million in the State Netball and Hockey Centre,
which is just on the cusp of my electorate. That is huge.
Like many of us in this room, I have certainly spent
many, many hours watching netball at that facility, and
I know that it is groaning at the seams with all of the
interest. Netball Victoria has been calling for that
upgrade for many, many years. The Minister for Sport
is here; it is great to see him at the table. This is
transformative for our kids and our netball players and
for allowing that full potential of girls sport. We are
seeing it with AFLW, and netball is just going
absolutely gangbusters. This is really, really important
for our girls.
As we talk about girls sport, there is $20 million for
Ikon Park. I still want to call it Princes Park — my local
running track. That is on the border of the Brunswick
electorate, but that is a real ‘put your money where your
mouth is’ investment in women’s sport. It is a
recognition of the Carlton Football Club’s great
commitment to the AFLW as a foundation tenant. They
are making that a hub for the elite athletes that are
playing AFLW. It is very exciting for the local area. It
takes me back to the days of wandering over to ‘Prinny
Park’ to watch the Blues — now we are wandering
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over to Prinny Park to watch a new breed of Blues, and
we are very, very proud of those Blues. They have got a
bit of work to do, though, let us be fair, but I think we
are on the right track both in the men’s and women’s. I
have got 3½ minutes; why don’t we have a chat about
the Blues? Well, Cripps, you are a star.
Moving on to transport — I am going to run out of time
here with this enormous amount of budget, but I do
think it is important to touch on transport. It is very
important to my community that people have access to
good-quality bike paths. There are a lot of people; it is
the highest concentration in the Moreland area of
people —
Ms Victoria — Ask for an extension!
Ms GARRETT — An extension of time? Yes, I
think so — look, I have still got all of this to go!
It is important that people have access to good-quality
bike paths. The Upfield bike path is probably one of the
busiest corridors in Victoria, with people zipping along
there as they do, and there is funding for an upgrade to
that bike path, which will make many, many people in
my electorate very, very happy.
An important safety initiative in the transport area for
Brunswick has been an additional $470 000 for a
pedestrian-operated signal installed at Moore and
Nicholson streets in Coburg. This has been a real danger
trap of an intersection. There is a large new
development there, which was approved under the
previous Labor government by the then minister, Justin
Madden, and that was one of the first and I think really
successful developments which had the proper mix of
social housing and private dwellings. Some of the
people coming out of there are real advocates for this,
allowing people to live in their communities when they
have been unable to continue to afford rent because of
the skyrocketing house prices in the area. It has been a
terrific development, but it has seen a lot of people come
to the area, and that intersection has been really
difficult — there have been a few accidents there — so I
am delighted to see that in the budget, and I thank the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety for his commitment
there. That is going to make for safer trips — safer for
pedestrians, safer for cars, safer for cyclists.
Public transport — trams, trains; this is the lifeblood of
the Brunswick community and the inner city. We know
that the government has undertaken the biggest public
transport overhaul in our history. Given the parlous
state of affairs when we took office, this has been
outstanding. This government has invested $1.9 billion
for public transport. There is heaps of money for extra
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parking spaces at metro stations and a massive amount
of money for improvements to bus services. We have a
lot of trams in Brunswick, we have the Upfield line and
the buses have been really, really important to the
community as well, particularly on the east–west
routes, so I am pleased to see that investment there.
There will be new CCTV cameras to make sure people
can get home safely.
On health — we just do not have enough time — we
are very lucky in Brunswick to be right near the
Parkville medical precinct. I am very proud of the
investment over successive governments that have
made that a world-class centre for medical research and
for children, with a children’s hospital. The ongoing
commitments there are just outstanding.
I commend the budget to the house on behalf of my
beautiful community of Brunswick. It is a budget that
delivers massive investment in education, in new skills,
in proper jobs, in more schools, in better and safer roads
and public transport and in making sure we have a
healthy, inclusive and optimistic Victoria.
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (10:37) — I am pleased to
rise to provide my response to the Victorian
government’s budget. It is interesting to hear many of
the contributions: on the government side it is a perfect
budget, of course; and on the opposition side it is less
perfect. But my comments will be confined to the
issues within the Morwell electorate. Probably a little
bit like the member for Shepparton, I acknowledge the
fact that there are some positive aspects to the budget,
but I think all of us would like to see more done in our
electorates, and I will talk about that as well.
From a positive perspective, some of the investment in
our educational facilities in the Morwell electorate have
been well received. There have been announcements
with respect to Traralgon Secondary College, my old
school, for some infrastructure upgrades, and they are
very much needed. It has both junior and senior
campuses. While the junior campus is relatively new
from one point of view, certainly the secondary college
is not, and any investment in that is well received.
In particular, I am also very pleased to learn of
commitments made towards the Latrobe Special
Developmental School. I am a regular visitor to the
school, and it is an absolutely marvellous school. From
principal Barb Walsh down to staff, teachers,
volunteers, parents and students, it is a wonderful
school. Certainly for the last couple of years they have
been crying out for improved facilities. I cannot
articulate here how bad the conditions of that school
are — you can only see that adequately when you visit
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the school and talk to the school community. Hopefully
investment in that school will happen sooner rather
than later.
The government also announced some funding for the
TAFE Morwell campus. Again, the infrastructure
investment is welcome for those facilities, and it will be
interesting to see how that evolves over time. However,
it does also raise a question that has been asked in our
community, and that is: what is the future of the TAFE
Yallourn campus? The Yallourn campus is in pretty
horrible condition and is in desperate need of an
upgrade. There is much uncertainty about the future of
the Yallourn campus. Not much has changed since I
was there doing some apprenticeship schooling way
back in the day. But the question being asked by local
residents is: will the Yallourn campus survive? There is
no funding in this budget for the Yallourn campus, and
I think the government needs to articulate to the
community about the future of the Yallourn campus.
Unfortunately, like many other campuses across the
state, there has been a significant reduction in student
numbers, but hopefully with that investment in the
Morwell campus we can see that rise again.
The member for Shepparton spoke about some payroll
tax relief for regional businesses. Again, increasing the
threshold amount to $650 000 for those who are eligible
and reducing the payroll tax to 2.45 per cent has been
well received by those who fit the criteria and have to
pay payroll tax, which is a significant burden for many
businesses.
I was also pleased to see in the budget in excess of
$40 million allocated towards three rural alcohol and
drug residential rehabilitation facilities. It has been noted
that one of those is to be constructed in Gippsland.
Whilst I am hopeful that it will be in the Latrobe Valley,
I also acknowledge the fact that the Hope project in East
Gippsland is well underway and well advanced, but the
point I make is that I think there is an inherent need for
two facilities in Gippsland. Gippsland is a massive area.
We basically do not have any residential alcohol and
drug rehabilitation beds in the whole region, so if the
Hope facility advances and is constructed first, that is
great, but there is still an inherent need for such a facility
in the Latrobe Valley. One only has to look at the
statistics of drug use and crime rates associated with
drugs in the Latrobe Valley, in Latrobe city, to
understand the need for such a facility.
The feedback from local residents and constituents in
regard to the budget is what I would describe as a
mixed bag. I have spoken about some of the positives,
but from a more general point of view some concerns
have been expressed to me from the local community
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about the significant investment in, for example, the
AFL and maybe the lack of opportunity for grassroots
sports and local sporting clubs, which may be
disadvantaged compared to that AFL investment.
Certainly I raise the broken commitment on taxes by
this government, and I will elaborate on that a bit more
in a minute. The public sector wages growth is of
concern to many people. For those who live within our
region certainly the tolls are an issue. They may not be
discussed in the media too much, but there is a lot of
anger from a lot of transport companies, businesses and
individuals about the western distributor project and
some of the roads projects that are happening in the
west of Melbourne because those who live in the east
are now having to pay tolls for a longer period of time,
have more tolls and have increases in their tolls. That is
grossly unfair for those who live in the east. That has a
massive impact on the Morwell electorate, where there
are a substantial number of transport businesses and
industries that will not actually use the roads that are
under construction in the west of Melbourne but will be
forced to pay tolls for a longer period of time at an
increased cost.
More generally there is concern that a lot of the focus is
on major projects in Melbourne and not in regional
areas. The cost of living is a massive one as well. When
we talk about taxes, I know it has been relayed many
times by members in opposition but the fact is that just
before the election in 2014 the Premier, then in
opposition, said there would be no new taxes and no
increases to existing taxes. We now have 12 new taxes
just in this term of Parliament, a 35 per cent increase in
taxes in this term, totalling an extra $6.2 billion. That
comes from people. It comes from businesses that have
to pay that, and subsequently cost-of-living expenses
rise substantially.
From a local point of view many people in our
community have not forgotten the fact that two years
ago in the budget, while we are talking about broken
promises on taxes, coal royalties in the Latrobe Valley
rose by an extra $252 million, which was just
extraordinary at the time. There was no other industry
and no other community forced to pay such a specific
increase in tax in the budget, and it was at a time when
unemployment was a massive concern. The fallout of
that is the loss of jobs. We have had electricity prices
increase and go through the roof. Security of supply has
been threatened.
Even now with Hazelwood power station being closed
we have Hazelwood Pondage under threat. That might
not mean much to many people in this chamber, but
with Hazelwood Pondage now closed there are a

Thursday, 7 June 2018

number of user groups, such as the Latrobe Valley
Yacht Club, which is a massive local organisation with
hundreds of members, that now do not have a home
effectively. This long weekend coming their annual
Sauna Sail has had to be cancelled, causing not only
consternation and grief to the Latrobe Valley Yacht
Club but also a loss of income to our local economy.
There are people from all over Victoria and beyond
who come to that Sauna Sail event. It is just disgraceful
that at this point in time the user groups of the pondage,
including the Latrobe Valley Yacht Club, face an
uncertain future.
It all comes back, in my view, to the imposing of
unnecessarily high taxes on our power generators, as I
say, and that has had a massive cost for everybody.
Whether you are an individual or a business,
cost-of-living expenses have gone through the roof. I
know there is a lot of focus on electricity and gas prices
being the main source of burden for people in terms of
cost-of-living expenses, but we should also not forget
that Gippsland Water customers between 2008 and
2013 endured a doubling of their water prices on top of
all of this. Those of us who live in the Morwell
electorate have had to endure a lot when it comes to
these types of imposts.
We can talk about infrastructure projects, and I know
the Treasurer spoke very broadly about the number of
infrastructure projects and how good they are for the
state, but heavens above, I have been at the Treasurer in
his capacity as the Minister for Resources for months to
have a look at the quarry industry within the Latrobe
Valley. We have got Maryvale Sand, Latrobe Valley
Blue Metal, Latrobe Valley Sands and Matthews
Quarries that all want to grow and expand and provide
material for these infrastructure projects for Victoria,
yet they have just been stifled for more than two years.
The government’s own departments and agencies have
breached constantly their own statutory time frames in
trying to be advanced when it comes to these particular
projects, and it is simply not good enough.
Again I plead with the Treasurer in his capacity as
Minister for Resources to please come and meet with
our local quarry owners and see what they want to
provide not only for our local community but for the
state of Victoria. What will end up happening is we will
be in a position whereby we will be importing material
from interstate if we do not intervene and do something
about not only supporting good, local businesses who
employ local people but providing material for the
benefit of Victoria.
In the budget there is reference to some V/Line
projects. We hear about that investment, but the reality
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is the Gippsland line is a Third World service at the
moment. It is just crazy. There are so many people who
have contacted my office over the previous months
who have missed medical appointments or who have
been late for events or meetings or functions. There
have been people who have missed out on work. If you
are a casual worker and you are relying on a train to get
to Melbourne for your casual work and you turn up late,
what do you think happens? You get a call from the
boss to say, ‘Don’t bother turning up today’, and this is
reality. This is happening constantly.
I understand that investment on the track has to occur, I
understand the level crossing removal program and I
understand the government’s baby in sky rail and other
projects, but right now Gippsland commuters are asking
the question, ‘What benefits are we going to derive
from all this work?’. I have posed this question to the
minister and to Public Transport Victoria, and I do not
get any response. The real fear of Gippsland commuters
is the fact that they are not going to see any benefit and
they are not going to be better off, yet they have had to
endure all of these disruptions, delays and cancellations.
Right now as we speak there are buses replacing trains
on our line again, with no end in sight.
In closing, I want to refer to jobs in the Latrobe Valley
in the Morwell electorate. The facts are that
unemployment in the last three and a half years has
increased substantially, and that is the reality. We have
had the Hazelwood power station close, we have had
Carter Holt Harvey close, we had Target in Morwell
close their doors just last week and we have Coles in
Morwell about to close in August. This is real, and this
is happening all the time.
I understand on the one hand that the government have
imposed an extra $252 million of taxes on power
stations in the Latrobe Valley, but on the other hand
they are saying we have got a $266 million rescue
package for the Latrobe Valley. We need to do
something about not only creating jobs but retaining
existing jobs. My concern is we are seeing businesses
like this walk away from our community without any
intervention or conversation with government
departments, agencies, the Latrobe Valley Authority or
whoever it might be. We have to focus on retaining jobs
as well as creating new jobs. We have to get rid of the
red tape that is prohibiting businesses that want to grow
and expand in our electorate.
Another one at the moment is that we have got builders
who cannot get electricity and gas connected to
properties. It goes on and on. So there are things that
government can do to intervene to help jobs and create
employment and support businesses in our community.
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Finally, as we always say, there is a whole lot more that
could be done, and we will continue to advocate for
those projects that have missed out on funding in this
year’s budget.
Ms WARD (Eltham) (10:52) — Acting Speaker
Carbines, it is good to see you in the chair this morning
because the first thing that I will be talking about
regarding the budget will be the fantastic announcement
that helps both your electorate and mine, which is the
north-east link. There is $110 million in the budget to
fast-track the planning process for the north-east link so
that we can go through and get all of the environmental
surveys and other studies done so that as soon as we do
get re-elected in November we can get started on this
incredibly important project. It is incredibly important,
this project, which will link communities across
Melbourne, this project that will help trucks going from
Gippsland all the way up into the northern reaches of
the state. There are a lot of things that will benefit from
the north-east link.
You and I both know, Acting Speaker, that our
communities are crying out for a solution to the road
challenges that we are currently experiencing. They
want a road which will get traffic that does not belong
in our communities, that does not live in our
communities, that does not work in our communities
off their roads so that they can have their local roads
back. As we have said many times before, it is about
giving local roads back to local people.
What I am disappointed to note is that our opposition
does not want to build this road. They do not see it as
important. They do not understand how important this
road is to our communities. They had no interest in the
north when they were in government, those four sad
years that they were in government, no interest in the
north whatsoever and it is sad to see that they still have
no interest in the north. I would like to read from a
newspaper article from the Manningham Leader of
13 April which talks about the north-east link. The
Leader of the Opposition is quoted as saying that their
proposal, along with their bizarre intersection removal
plans in Heidelberg, could rapidly speed up eastbound
freeway traffic. As you and I both know, Acting
Speaker, that would just turn Rosanna Road into even
more of a freeway. But the Leader of the Opposition is
quoted as saying:
… it is the Liberal Party’s policy to build the east–west link,
not the north-east link.

This is just crazy. It is the craziest policy position I have
ever seen. Clearly they have no idea what is important
to people in the north-east and the needs of people in
the north-east. It is just ridiculous. Why would you not
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want to support a project that matters so much to the
people who live in our community? Why would you
not listen to what people want?
Acting Speaker, your experience would be exactly the
same as mine, which is that people are not saying, ‘Oh
no, wait, we don’t want you to build it yet. Can you
please do all this other stuff? Don’t build this for a
decade or two or more. Please, we could wait 20 more
years for this road’. That is not what they are saying.
What they are saying is that they want it built now.
They would love it to have been built yesterday.
It is only the Andrews government that will build this
road. Make no mistake: the missing link will not be
built by the opposition. It will only be built by an
Andrews government. Why would you not want to
support a road project that takes between 11 000 and
14 000 vehicles a day off Fitzsimons Lane? Why would
you not want those vehicles off Fitzsimons Lane? Why
would you not see that as a priority? Why would you
not want to create 10 300 new jobs? Why would you
not want that investment in our economy? Why would
you not want that investment in the communities of the
north-east? Why would you not want to support a
project that returns $1.30 for every taxpayer dollar
spent? When you look wider for the economic benefits
it actually goes to $1.40 in benefits to the Victorian
community — $1.40 for every taxpayer dollar spent.
Why would you not want to support this project? There
will be $250 million in economic value each year from
better business connectivity when the north-east link is
built — $250 million a year when this road is built.
Acting Speaker, you and I both know that we need to do
a lot of things to address traffic throughout the city of
Melbourne and it is not just about building the
north-east link. A number of things have to happen in
the meantime. This is why we have put money into
fixing Fitzsimons Lane. We will redo the intersections
and we will get rid of the bus lanes between Porter and
Foote streets and we will make the traffic flow — it is
good to see the Minister for Roads and Road Safety
here — along Fitzsimons Lane better. It will be
improved while we get about the business of building
the north-east link, that desperately needed missing link.
We have also put money in for traffic lights at Leane
Drive and Main Road, and I thank the Minister for
Roads and Road Safety for coming out to visit my
community and this intersection and having a look at
the effect that it will have once it is put in. This is
something that local residents have wanted for some
time. Admittedly — the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety will agree — it took a little while for VicRoads
to come out and have a look and see how they could
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actually make that stretch of road better and safer, and I
thank VicRoads for doing that.
I also think the minister for his investment in my
community and for addressing the concerns that my
community had around that intersection. I am pleased
to share with the minister that I rang a local resident
near Leane Drive and let her know of the news that we
would be getting traffic lights there and she said to me,
‘I could give you a hug. I am so happy I am almost in
tears. I want to give you a hug. This news is just
fantastic’. I accept that the hug was for me and not for
you, Minister, and I apologise for not sharing the love
with you. But she was ecstatic, as has been every other
resident I have spoken to about this intersection. They
are very happy, although I will flag with you, Minister,
that they do want cars travelling a bit slower on Leane
Drive. We will have a conversation with Nillumbik
council about that.
Mr Donnellan — It’s the hill.
Ms WARD — That is exactly right, it is the hill.
I also want to thank local residents John Fecondo and
Stijn Liem for their support and advocacy in getting
traffic lights for this intersection. These people were
fantastic. Stijn is a student at St Helena Secondary
College. He came out, he doorknocked local residents
with me and we got surveys together so that we could
tell VicRoads about the importance of this intersection
and get them to do the necessary work to understand
how to improve connectivity and safety on that stretch
of road in my community.
There is also funding for studies to work out how to
improve the connectivity, safety and thoroughfare of
the Wallowa Road and Ryans Road intersection as well
as the Civic Drive roundabout.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines) —
Order! The member for Eltham will have the call when
the take-note motion resumes. The time has come for
me to interrupt business under sessional orders for
questions without notice and ministers statements.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Energy prices
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (11:01) — My
question is to the Premier. Princes Laundry Services
operates four sites across Victoria, in Altona, Braeside,
Box Hill and Preston, and in Victoria employs
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480 people. They have been in business for over three
decades but are now facing crippling increases in both
gas and electricity costs. The cost of gas across the four
sites in the financial year 2016–17 has gone up a
staggering $865 000 while their electricity cost has
increased by $163 000 in the same year. Premier, how
are businesses like Princes Laundry Services expected
to operate when they are paying the highest energy bills
ever and have been hit with over $1 million of energy
price increases in just one year?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:02) — I thank the
Leader of the Opposition for his question. As I was
saying yesterday in answer to other questions in relation
to the current energy market and impacts on businesses,
the government, in direct response to these challenges,
made the decision a couple of budgets ago — in fact,
we have added to it since — to provide some
$90 million worth of targeted, tailored support for
impacted businesses. I can report to the Leader of the
Opposition that some 20 000 businesses have availed
themselves of support under that program. Sometimes
that takes the form of assessments and support to see
whether there might be alternative energy treatments —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — Well, for instance, converting
from using electricity to using another fuel. The energy
policy expert over here — I offered you a briefing
yesterday; you would be wise to take it up. Twenty
thousand businesses, because of programs put in place
by this government, have been able to change their
energy usage and therefore change their energy costs
via assessments and the work that has been undertaken.
The Leader of the Opposition ought to do an
assessment of his own show, I think. This is real
support, targeted and provided by our government, and
we will continue to work with businesses large and
small to achieve those outcomes.
On gas specifically, I would more than welcome the
Leader of the Opposition joining with this government
in calling on the federal government to make sure that
Australian gas is for Australian businesses and
Australian households too. Australian gas should be for
Australian businesses and Australian households first.
That is how we will cut gas prices. If that is what the
Leader of the Opposition is interested in, then let us
have a proper domestic reserve and stop Victorian
businesses having to compete with the world to get
access to gas that belongs to us. I would welcome the
Leader of the Opposition joining me in our call on the
national government to take such a leadership position.
There is support for businesses and it is having a
significant impact, with some 20 000 businesses
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availing themselves of all those supports — sometimes
advice, sometimes direct financial support — and we
will continue to provide that support to any and all
businesses that need it.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:05) — Order! Before calling
the Leader of the Opposition, I renew my warning from
yesterday. The level of noise in the chamber is
unacceptable. Members should consider themselves
warned. I will remove members from the chamber if
they persist in shouting across the chamber.
I would like to welcome to the chamber the Venerable
Master Dow Tsi, vice-president of the Buddhist
Association of China, who is in the gallery.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (11:05) —
McLaughlin Consolidated Fishermen had a monthly
power bill that has risen by 78 per cent from 2015 to
2018. The Melbourne Seafood Centre has had a
monthly power bill that has risen by a massive 91 per
cent from 2015 to 2018. Barbara Konstas of that
company has recently said:
We are at our wits’ end; we feel like we’re being punished by
a government that just won’t listen and doesn’t care.

These businesses, Premier, are at breaking point. They
have received zero support from your government.
They are looking for advice. How do you expect them
to keep their doors open while they are being forced to
pay the highest power bills ever?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:06) — I do not think
the Leader of the Opposition was listening to the
answer to the question previously or yesterday, because
it did not suit his purposes. There is not only advice and
assessments; there is support available to all businesses
who need it, and the government will not be changing
those policy settings. In fact, if we can do more, we
will. We have provided that support, we have added to
it and that sits in stark contrast to alternative
approaches.

Ministers statements: Royal Children’s
Hospital
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:07) — This morning
I was delighted, as I always am, to visit the Royal
Children’s Hospital, one of the greatest centres of
paediatric care anywhere in the world. I was joined by
the Minister for Health in visiting it this morning to
meet some patients and staff and to announce a new

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and MINISTERS STATEMENTS
1882

ASSEMBLY

website facility — quite a simple, commonsense
reform, as the best reforms so often are — where
parents will be able to go online and, with all the other
advisory material they receive, they will be able to get
an indication of just how busy at any time of the day the
Royal Children’s Hospital emergency department is.
All of us as parents know that nothing is more stressful
than to have a sick or injured child and to not know
where to take them and not know where the quickest
and best response will be able to be provided.
Of course the Royal Children’s Hospital has a special
place in the hearts of all Victorians, and we see that
every day really, but we certainly see it in terms of the
Good Friday Appeal. But the fact of the matter is that, as
good as the Royal Children’s Hospital is, it is not the
only place where you can receive the care that your
child may need. At a time that is a very busy period for
the Royal Children’s Hospital, for instance, you might
be able to go to a GP, you might be able to use a nurse
on call or you might be able to go to a local health
service — one of the many other properly funded health
services in Victoria, thanks to this government — and
get your child exactly what they need.
Without that information many people may feel that the
Royal Children’s Hospital is their only option. There is
no question that it is an outstanding option, but with this
information parents will be empowered at a very
stressful and difficult time to make that decision to
maybe get exactly what they need but to get it faster
because it is closer to home. This is commonsense
innovation and just another example of how we listen to
our clinicians and we back them by funding health
properly so they can deliver the best possible care.

Energy prices
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (11:09) —
Again my question is to the Premier. The Bairnsdale
RSL has hundreds of local members and does a
magnificent job as a focal meeting point for the East
Gippsland community and their veterans. However,
their new electricity contracts will see them paying an
additional $75 000 to $85 000 a year for an RSL.
Premier, as you know, RSLs are not-for-profit.
Following Hazelwood power station’s closure, you told
Victorians their power bills would be impacted by only
85 cents a week. Other than telling them to shop around,
what are you going to do to ensure that soaring energy
costs do not force RSLs like Bairnsdale to have to close
their doors, leaving veterans with nowhere to go?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:10) — The Leader of
the Opposition asked a question — a serious question —
in relation to an RSL sub-branch. I would be more than
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happy to have somebody either in my office or indeed
the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate
Change’s office contact the Bairnsdale RSL.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — I assumed the purpose of your
question was to have something done about it.
Apparently it was not. We will contact that RSL and
deal with them in good faith. This government respects
the work that our RSLs do, and any support we can
offer them we stand ready to do so.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (11:10) —
Premier, Crest Fresh Poultry is a small family business
in Somerville. When you became Premier in November
2014 their monthly electricity bill was $900. Three
years later it is almost double that, at nearly $1800. This
business provides jobs for local Somerville people, but
the owners are now having to reduce their hours of
operation just so they can pay their energy bills to keep
the doors open. Premier, you told companies like Crest
poultry that their bills were only going to go up by
85 cents a week. How did you get it so wrong?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:11) — I think we
might need to fact-check that little claim from the
Leader of the Opposition. He is at it again. You cannot
believe a word that comes out of the Leader of the
Opposition’s mouth. We will have to check that claim
in some detail.
In the meantime I would again refer the Leader of the
Opposition to the fact that this government is adding to
electricity supply, making sure that we have a proper
debate and discussion and pushing the federal
government to have a proper emergency reserve for
gas. Beyond that we are providing industry assistance
to affected businesses and other programs that are about
transitioning businesses to lower cost energy solutions
in their production. There is no involvement from those
opposite in that agenda. They would rather play games
and provide very dubious claims that will need to be
checked rather than doing anything about these
challenges.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, I seek to
make available to the house a document showing the
Premier on 2 November 2016 saying that power bills
would only rise by ‘85 cents per week’.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:12) — Order! The member for
South-West Coast will leave the chamber for the period
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of 1 hour, and the member for Kew will leave the
chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Honourable members for South-West Coast and
Kew withdrew from chamber.
The SPEAKER — The Leader of the Opposition
knows the appropriate way to make documents
available to the house.
Mr Battin interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Gembrook!

Ministers statements: Geelong health services
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) (11:13) — I
rise to update the house on our government’s initiatives
to support the Geelong health workers that have been
affected by the closure of Geelong Private Hospital. I
was very proud to visit Geelong two weeks ago to
announce that our government will support Barwon
Health to deliver and generate 117 positions at Barwon
Health to ensure that those workers are given
employment opportunities and employment security.
Those will be jobs from nursing to allied health, to
administration, to cleaning positions, and additional
positions are also going to be made available at
Werribee Mercy Hospital and at Sunshine.
I have got to say that when I went down and met with
the workers from Geelong Private, they were incredibly
anxious about their future. They have got rent to pay
and mortgages to pay. Some of these workers were
pregnant and anticipating paid maternity leave and the
like. We moved very, very quickly with the support of
Barwon Health and with the support of the members for
Geelong, Bellarine and of course Lara.
We find ourselves in this position because those
opposite broke their promise to the people of Geelong
to build another public hospital and instead signed a
secret dodgy deal to deliver a private hospital into an
already crowded market. On top of that, one would
have thought that they would have supported
generating public employment opportunities for these
workers, but I am very disappointed to advise the house
that the local Liberal representatives down there have
questioned the legitimacy of supporting additional
public sector employment for them. They have
complained about investing money to provide
employment opportunities for these people.
Our top of that, these workers know that only a Labor
government will back them in. We have also committed
$10 million to start the planning work for a new
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Geelong women’s and children’s hospital. The
Liberal Party constantly cuts. The Labor Party
constantly invests.

Police resources
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (11:15) — My
question is to the Premier. Since your election in 2014
aggravated burglaries in Ballarat have increased by
165 per cent. In this year alone Ballarat residents have
been shocked by horrific accounts such as the man
confronted in the middle of the night in his own home
by five men, one armed with a machete; a woman
confronted by a man in her bedroom during an
aggravated burglary at night; and the father who fought
off an intruder in front of his children during an
aggravated burglary. With this massive increase in
violent crime in our third largest city, Premier, why in
the last three years have you cut frontline police
numbers in Ballarat by 18 officers?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Premier.
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:16) — The Leader
of the Opposition asks a serious question about a
number of very nasty incidents in Ballarat. He then
goes on to make a claim in relation to police numbers in
the Ballarat area and asserts that there have been
cuts — that is, less resources to Victoria Police in that
region or indeed any region. The Minister for Police is
very clear that that is an inaccurate statement. What I
am prepared to do is I will consult with police
command and I will get back to the Leader of the
Opposition if I have anything to add.
But while I am on my feet, and directly relevant to the
issue of policing and crime across the state, the police
academy is full and the police academy is going to
remain full because we are serious about giving to the
chief commissioner the people, the powers, the
equipment, the technology and the consistency of
approach — not this boom-and-bust recruitment cycle
but instead what is required each day and every day,
and that is strong and consistent support.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier is now debating the issue and is not being
relevant to the question. If he has got nothing to add to
his undertaking to look into this issue, then he should
cease his answer.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Premier was being
relevant to the question. I ask the Premier to continue.
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Mr ANDREWS — As I was saying, the academy is
full and it will remain that way. There is more than
$2 billion — indeed if you look at the previous
budget’s investment, approaching $2.5 billion I think in
general terms — and more than 3000 police net
additionally funded and being delivered. I was out at
the academy just recently, and I took the opportunity to
congratulate —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — I have been out there many
times, and I will be back many times to come because
they are doing a great job in recruiting additional
police. The challenge is very real, but Victoria
Police — the women and men of Victoria Police — are
equal to that challenge. The chief commissioner said,
‘These are the things I want, and if you give them to me
as a government, we will turn this around’. That is what
the chief commissioner said and that is what I believe
the chief commissioner is delivering and will continue
to deliver. Each and every element that the chief
commissioner needs he will receive from this
government, and that sits in stark contrast to others who
sought to cut resources to police and undermine police
command. The contrast is very clear.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier is again debating the issue. He needs to come
back to explaining to the citizens of Ballarat why he has
cut frontline police numbers in Ballarat by 18 officers.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! If members wish to have
a conversation across the chamber, they may wish to
take it outside the chamber.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (11:19) —
Recently shocking video emerged of street violence by
young thugs, including footage of a young woman
being beaten senseless at the Little Bridge Street bus
stop by another young woman. The incident shocked
the local community in Ballarat. In the heart of Ballarat
traders are closing their doors and people are scared
because of the failure to keep Little Bridge Street and
the Bridge Mall safe. Premier, your government’s own
Victoria Police ‘police by location’ statistics indicate
the western region division 3 in November 2014 had
133.95 full-time equivalent police on location, and in
March 2018 that figure was 115.47. Given these cuts to
police numbers, do you take any responsibility for the
rise in crime in Ballarat under your watch?
Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Premier is
warned.
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:20) — I think in the
supplementary question the Leader of the Opposition
has reminded us why it will be very important to get a
full and comprehensive answer from police command
in relation to these matters. For instance, if one was to,
say, exclude family violence dedicated policing
resources — because according to those opposite that is
not ‘frontline policing’ — then maybe, and I will get
this confirmed by police command, you might be able
to pedal a misleading interpretation of record support
for Victoria Police.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:21) — Order! The Premier will
resume his seat. The member for Macedon and the
member for Ripon will leave the chamber for the period
of 1 hour. The level of shouting in the chamber is
excessive.
Honourable members for Macedon and Ripon
withdrew from chamber.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier may wish to belittle the term ‘frontline police
officers’ for the figures I quoted, but that term is the
term used by Victoria Police to describe those figures. I
ask you to bring the Premier back to answering a very
serious supplementary question.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Premier is being
relevant to the question.
Mr ANDREWS — As I said, it is very important,
given the history of these matters, to confirm these
matters on advice from police command. If I can add to
my answer, I will be happy to do that. We have seen
some nasty incidents there. That is why we are
supporting Victoria Police in record terms. We do not
cut police resources; we boost them right across
Victoria.

Ministers statements: employment initiatives
Mr CARROLL (Minister for Industry and
Employment) (11:22) — I rise to update the house on
the 6100 unemployed Victorians who are now in work
thanks to the Andrews Labor government’s flagship
$90 million Jobs Victoria program. The worst thing you
can do as an incoming government is have a strategy to
cut jobs. We have a strategy to grow jobs, and that is
what we have done through our Jobs Victoria program.
We had a clear agenda to rewrite the rule book on our
employment programs, and through Jobs Victoria we
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have done that — no whiteboard in sight. We are
getting on with the job, and we are well on track to
have 7000 long-term unemployed into work by
Christmas.
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The SPEAKER — Order! If the minister has a
ministers statement, he should make a ministers
statement, otherwise he will not continue.
Honourable members interjecting.

On Tuesday morning I attended the Brotherhood of
St Laurence’s annual Given the Chance breakfast, and I
heard some moving stories about how our Jobs Victoria
initiative, in partnership with the Brotherhood of
St Laurence, is giving people a chance into work. A
young man, Will, had been told he should strive for a
career in the cleaning industry, but his goal was to have
a career in the finance industry. Through the
Brotherhood of St Laurence and our investments in
TAFE, Will has gone on to complete a certificate III in
business administration and undertake a certificate IV
in accounting. He is giving inspiration to Jobs Victoria
and is showing why this program is so important.
Contrast that to the other side, who are focused on
kettles and toasters. We all know about the new room
that is being created this week in Parliament — the
Knight Kerr Wooldridge Room —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:24) — Order! The member for
Williamstown and the member for Ringwood can leave
the chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Honourable members for Williamstown and
Ringwood withdrew from chamber.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, you have
previously cautioned this minister about treating this
house and the community with disrespect by debating
issues and failing to make a ministers statement. I ask
you to again caution him and bring him back into
conformity with sessional orders.
The SPEAKER — I ask the minister to make a
ministers statement and not to attack the opposition.
Mr CARROLL — The member for Box Hill is
well-versed in history, and Knight and Kerr were very
important architects that helped to create this building. I
do not think they would appreciate that being turned
into the Knight Kerr Wooldridge Room or the Taj
Wooldridge, which it is known as right around this
place today.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister immediately defied your ruling. I ask you to
take action against him and refuse to hear him further.

Mr CARROLL — I would not be quoting Happy
Days if I were you, Potsie. Call me Richie Cunningham
all you want, Potsie. Richie Cunningham had mates.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister has
concluded his statement.

Police resources
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) (11:25) — My question is
to the Premier. The acting police chief commissioner
told listeners on radio last Thursday what they should
do in a road rage situation:
If you are in immediate threat, obviously if you can get
somewhere safely, either to a police station or somewhere
where you can ring police …

Under your government, scores of police stations have
either been closed or had their opening hours cut —
stations such as Burwood, Murrumbeena, Lakes
Entrance, Somerville, Endeavour Hills, Ashburton,
Carrum Downs, Mount Waverley and Nunawading.
With the acting chief commissioner stating that an open
police station is a place of safety and sanctuary for
those fleeing danger, how many people have to be
injured or worse before you finally reopen the stations
you have closed and reinstate the opening hours you
have cut?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:26) — The member for
Bentleigh will leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour.
Honourable member for Bentleigh withdrew from
chamber.
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:26) — I thank the
member for Box Hill for his question. Obviously
incidents like carjackings are very serious, and whilst I
did not hear the comments from the acting chief
commissioner, I am sure that she would have made a
very compelling case for lots of different points she
would have made during that interview. I am not for a
moment finding fault with the conclusions that she
drew. What I might need to check, though —
Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr ANDREWS — Well, no, because I think that
there was a list given just a moment ago. I am not
entirely sure that the way in which the member for Box
Hill has asserted that those police stations have
apparently all closed according to him in the last three
and a half years —
Mr R. Smith — On a point of order, Speaker, this
might assist the Premier. This is a sign at Burwood
police station. It says ‘Closed’. Next to it, it says
‘Burwood police are not in attendance’.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Warrandyte will resume his seat. That is not a point
of order.
Mr ANDREWS — As pleased as we are that the
member for Warrandyte is almost here at 11.30 a.m.,
which is a first for a while, I am making the point, and I
think I am well-advised to seek further advice from
police command about the claims that have been made,
with respect, by the member for Box Hill, because I do
not know — and the member for Warrandyte is helping
me in making this point — that they were wholly
accurate. I will get further advice, and if in that advice I
need any help from the member for Warrandyte, I will
be sure to ask.
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The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr ANDREWS — I do thank the member for
Burwood for his assistance, but if it is all the same to
him, I will get my information on these matters from
police command. I do think that police command will
probably be better able to provide me with information
as to whether, for instance, that station had been an
administrative centre and was not an operational police
station well before the date nominated by the member
for Box Hill. That might be the case. I will need to get
that checked out, and I will not make the mistake of
relying on any of those opposite, who have form for
cutting police resources and always leaving Labor
governments to fund and recruit additional police.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, in
relation to both my substantive and supplementary
questions, the Premier has undertaken to get further
information, which clearly indicates he has not been in
a position to respond to the question today. I do ask you
to therefore require him to provide a written response
once he has obtained the information that he has
undertaken to seek.
The SPEAKER — Order! I will have a closer look
at the Premier’s answer and come back to the house.

Supplementary question
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) (11:28) — Premier, the
Burwood police station has not been staffed since
mid-2015, yet the station is still listed on the web as
being currently open for business. A person in danger,
following the acting chief commissioner’s advice,
would drive to the Burwood police station thinking
assistance could be provided only to find a dilapidated,
closed and empty station, leaving them unprotected and
at the mercy of their attacker. When is this dangerous
situation, and many similar to it, finally going to be
fixed, or does the Premier have no intention of
reopening the police stations like Burwood that have
been closed under his watch?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (11:29) — I am not
intending to argue about issues as serious as
carjackings. I do not think any of us need to do that.
What I would find fault with, though, is the conclusion
that the member for Box Hill has drawn as to the status
of that particular station and the dates that he has given.
I think there is —
Mr Watt — On a point of order, Speaker, if the
Premier would like to know when the police station in
Burwood ceased to have police, he only need turn
around and speak to the Minister for Police, who wrote
in a letter to me, telling me that July 2015 —

Ministers statements: police resources
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) (11:31) — I am
very, very pleased to update the house on the great
work Victoria Police and the government are doing to
tackle high-harm crime in Victoria. Here is just a small
snapshot of the last week of Victoria Police activities.
The Dandenong criminal investigation unit tracked
down and arrested a gang of would-be carjackers, the
armed crime squad broke up a gang of crooks
possessing and manufacturing illegal firearms, the joint
anti-child-exploitation team charged a perpetrator with
serious child exploitation offences, and the critical
incident response team and the dog squad apprehended
offenders after dangerous pursuits through Werribee.
Police have this relentless focus on community safety
because we are backing them every step of the way.
There are more officers than ever before. There has
been a 35 per cent increase in police and community
safety funding since 2014 — the biggest ever
recruitment drive in the force’s history, with more than
3135 new officers. There are new laws, like the firearm
prohibition orders and the cash for scrap ban, so police
can shut down organised crime. It is an approach that
means police no longer look over their shoulders and
wonder if the government has their back. That is what
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they have had to deal with before: funding and staff
cuts that have made their job harder; $100 million cut
from their operating budget; cuts to key staff, like
forensics and intelligence — in fact over 400 staff
gone; undermining the Chief Commissioner of Police
every step of the way, and not only the previous one but
every single one since then; and not one dollar —
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is both misleading the house and debating the
issue, and I ask you to bring her back to making a
ministers statement.
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Mr Guy — On the point of order, Speaker, if the
minister was prepared to answer or respond to the
question in PAEC, he should be prepared to respond to
or answer those exact questions in question time, so I
ask you to have the minister respond to the
question directly.
The SPEAKER — Order! I seek guidance from the
Treasurer as to whether this is a responsibility of his
portfolio.
Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER — Order! I listened carefully to the
minister’s statement and the minister, I thought, was
making a statement.

The SPEAKER (11:35) — Order! The member for
Hastings will leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour.

Ms NEVILLE — Not one dollar was invested in
new police, which meant that in 2014 the academy was
a ghost town. We say, ‘No more’. We are giving police
the powers and the resources to keep their communities
safe, and there will be more to come. That is the
message I am more than happy for you to pass on to
your little mates in your powwows over lobster dinners.

Honourable member for Hastings withdrew from
chamber.

Sports funding
Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (11:33) — My
question is to the Minister for Sport. Minister, when you
gave evidence at the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee (PAEC) hearing last week, you refused to
answer the simple question of whether there has been a
formal cost-benefit analysis undertaken into your deal to
gift the AFL $225 million to upgrade Etihad Stadium.
Minister, now that you have had a week to get yourself
briefed on this important issue, can you tell Victorians
whether a formal cost-benefit analysis was undertaken
before your gift of millions of taxpayers dollars to the
AFL, and if so, will you release it?
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr D. O’Brien — On the point of order, Speaker,
this line item is under the Minister for Sport’s portfolio
in the budget papers —
An honourable member — What line item?
Mr D. O’Brien — Budget paper 3, page 73. Have a
look at it. The minister’s own presentation at PAEC last
week included this spending. This is very clearly part of
his portfolio responsibilities.
The SPEAKER — Order! I am going to ask the
Minister for Sport to answer the question.
Mr EREN (Minister for Sport) (11:36) — I thank
the member for his question. I refer back to the answer
that I gave at PAEC. The stadia deal obviously goes
over a number of different portfolios, but what I can say
as the Minister for Sport is: this is a great deal for
Victoria — $1.3 billion invested into sport and
recreation —
Honourable members interjecting.

The SPEAKER (11:34) — Order! The member for
Gembrook will leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour.

The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Malvern!

Honourable member for Gembrook withdrew from
chamber.

Mr EREN — unlike those opposite who invested
much less than what we did. And can I just say —

Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I am just
seeking some clarification that the member has
addressed the question appropriately to the minister
responsible, because to my understanding the Minister
for Sport is not responsible for the overarching
arrangements that have been struck to make sure we
keep the AFL Grand Final in Victoria for many, many
more decades to come and to support communities.

Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, it was a
very specific question about whether or not a formal
cost to benefit analysis had been undertaken prior to
this gift of $225 million to the AFL. The minister is
debating the issue. I ask you to bring him back to
answering the question.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The minister was
answering the question and strayed to attacking the
opposition. I ask the minister to come back to
answering the question.

understand it, he has now concluded his answer, so the
point of order is absolutely irrelevant.

Mr EREN — As I indicated, I responded to the
question at PAEC, and I ask the member to refer to that
response. But as far as the sports package is concerned,
can I just say that there was over $420 million spent on
infrastructure across the state, and this deal —

The SPEAKER (11:39) — Order! The member for
Euroa can leave the chamber for the period of 1 hour.

Mr D. O’Brien — On a point of order, Speaker, on
a question of relevance, this is a very simple question:
was there a cost-benefit analysis undertaken, not
whether the minister thinks it was a good idea or not.
Was there a formal cost-benefit analysis undertaken?
He is not answering the question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister to
come back to answering the question.
Mr EREN — As I have indicated earlier, this
question —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Sport
has the call.
Mr EREN — Unlike you guys I am never hung out
to dry. That is why Matthew is so nervous about his
backbench.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER (11:38) — Order! The member for
Hawthorn will leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour. Members need to cease interjecting across the
chamber.
Honourable member for Hawthorn withdrew from
chamber.
Mr EREN — I refer back to the answer that I have
given at PAEC.
Mr R. Smith — On a point of order, Speaker, the
member asked you to direct the minister to come back
to answering the question as to whether or not there is a
cost-benefit analysis. You directed the Minister for
Sport to do so. He has continued speaking and has
failed to address the question as you have asked him to
answer it.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, the
minister in his opening comments in answering the
question addressed the question directly. As I can

Honourable members interjecting.

Honourable member for Euroa withdrew from
chamber.
Mr Walsh — Further on the point of order, Speaker,
did I just hear right that the Leader of the House has
just told the minister to sit down?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will come
back to answering the question. I have entertained
points of order in good faith. I will not entertain
frivolous points of order.
Mr EREN — The Leader of the House has
indicated obviously, as I indicated earlier, my response
at PAEC to the question that was asked stands today.
Supplementary question
Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) (11:41) — At
the same Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
hearing last week you told the committee, and I quote:
… there are some sporting clubs out there that have actually
approached government and said, ‘Listen, we don’t want your
money, but what we would like to see is a low-interest loan
from government’ …

You were then unable to name any club that would
rather borrow and pay interest than receive grant
funding from government. Minister, one week on can
you tell Victorians which local sporting clubs have told
you that they would prefer to pay interest on a loan
instead of receiving a free government grant like the
AFL did?
Mr EREN (Minister for Sport) (11:42) — In
answering that question obviously I am not going to
divulge the information of —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr EREN — You can laugh all you like, but what I
will mention is the low-interest loans — the
$100 million worth of low-interest loans. That is on top
of the $500 million that we have announced — record
investments that we have made into sport and
recreation. When you consider that there are some clubs,
as I indicated at PAEC, that have the ability to earn —
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Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The level of noise in the
chamber is excessive.
Mr D. O’Brien — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister has not gone remotely towards answering the
question, which was to name a club that has asked to
have an interest-bearing loan rather than receive a grant.
So far he has not named one.
The SPEAKER — I understand the point of order,
but the minister was responsive to the question.
Mr EREN — So this opportunity allows clubs —
those clubs that have the earning capacity — to apply
for that very low-interest loan. So this is maximising
opportunities for grassroots community clubs out there
who have the capacity to pay back a loan. That is why
this government on this side the house is proud of the
investment — the record investment — into sport and
recreation worth $1.33 billion. We will continue to
invest in sport, unlike those opposite.
Mr D. O’Brien — On a point of order, Speaker,
under sessional order 9 I do not believe the answer was
responsive either to the substantive question or the
supplementary, and I seek your advice on whether that
should be provided to us in writing.
The SPEAKER — I thank the member for his point
of order. I will have a close look at the matter and come
back to the house.

1889

1600 students enrolled at Melbourne Polytechnic in
Greensborough, something that would not be possible if
those opposite were still in government. When I looked
out the window, there was the Banyule Nillumbik Tech
School almost complete. Around 12 500 students from
18 secondary schools — government, Catholic and
independent — will all go to that tech school on this
campus, engaging with industry and engaging in
high-tech learning in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics.
Yet, incredibly, the Turnbull government is now cutting
TAFE to the tune of $60 million. You cannot expect the
weak, rotten and crumbling deadwood opposite to stand
up to their federal colleagues, but you can count on
Labor to stand up for students and for TAFE.
Mr Watt — On a point of order, Speaker, I refer to
question without notice 12 707. To help the Premier as
he is leaving the chamber, the Minister for Police
actually wrote:
Since July 2015, the Burwood police station has been opened
irregularly by various patrols.

The police station has not been open since July 2015.
He could just refer to the minister’s response to
constituency question 12 707 and he would understand
it has not been open since that date.
The SPEAKER — Order! there is no point of order.
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Ministers statements: education funding

Warrandyte electorate

Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) (11:44) —
In December 2013 Greensborough TAFE closed its
doors. Four hundred and fifty students were impacted,
and it closed because of the relentless cuts of those
opposite when they were in government. TAFE needed
its supporters, and it had its supporters in the
community, who refused to accept its closure, and it
had them in the Labor Party in the members for Eltham,
Ivanhoe, Yan Yean and yourself, Speaker.

Mr R. SMITH (Warrandyte) (11:46) — (14 520)
My question today is directed to the Minister for
Education. Imogen and Steph of Wonga Park Primary
School are two wheelchair-bound students who require
special access lifts to move from one side of their
school to the other. If one of these three lifts is out of
order, Imogen and Steph are unable to access their
classrooms. This has unfortunately occurred on many
occasions, with the lifts sometimes being out of action
for several days before being repaired. The school also
needs just $15 000 to pave an area to make access
easier for both Imogen and Steph. Despite repeated
requests from the school, your department has so far
refused to communicate with them to discuss these
issues. Minister, will you direct your department to
meet with Julie Crawford, principal of Wonga Park
Primary School, to urgently discuss alternative
solutions for Steph and Imogen to ensure these girls do
not miss out on their education?

In 2017 we reopened Greensborough TAFE as part of
Melbourne Polytechnic. I recently visited the
Greensborough campus to open a new community
careers centre. This new centre will provide career
advice and information to the local community with a
focus on helping people facing disadvantage and
long-term unemployment, and its services will also be
open to students at Melbourne Polytechnic.
We promised not only to save TAFE but to make it
bigger and better than ever. There are now more than

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
1890

ASSEMBLY

Dandenong electorate
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) (11:47) — (14 521)
My question is for the Minister for Major Projects. I ask
the minister: noting that the temporary site has closed,
will the Dandenong pop-up park be moved to another,
more permanent location? The Dandenong pop-up park
was built as a temporary feature on land awaiting
development as a part of the revitalisation of central
Dandenong initiative. It was built for the local
community to reinvigorate an area that had long been
underutilised and was prone to antisocial gatherings.
With two soccer pitches, a BBQ area, picnic tables and
a community garden, the park quickly turned from an
unsightly vacant land into a hub for community
activity, particularly for our youth. It was a great
example of using urban design to improve the safety,
functionality and attractiveness of public space. The
pop-up park brought new activity and energy to the
area, and I hope that we can continue to foster the
community spirit and enthusiasm established there by
installing a new, permanent park at another location.

Lowan electorate
Ms KEALY (Lowan) (11:48) — (14 522) My
question is to the Minister for Education, and the
information that I seek is: when will the government
provide the desperately needed funding to redevelop
Baimbridge State College in Hamilton? This college
was promised funding by a department representative
who met with the college in Hamilton late last year, but
unfortunately since then the money has not flowed and
the college community has been left high and dry, with
not a cent allocated in the budget. The school has spent
a significant amount of time planning for this
redevelopment. The school is run-down — it just does
not meet the needs of that community. It is the only
public high school in Hamilton which services the
entire region. It is an important project, and therefore I
do ask the minister: when will the government finally
provide desperately needed funding for the
redevelopment of Baimbridge college?

Essendon electorate
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (11:49) — (14 523) I
direct my question to the Minister for Education, and I
ask: what is the latest information on the upgrades of
and renovations to Ascot Vale Primary School?

Rowville electorate
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (11:49) — (14 524) My
question is to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety.
Minister, what plans do VicRoads have to upgrade the
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intersection of Ferntree Gully Road and Janine Street in
Scoresby with a signalised turning arrow? Janine Street
currently has a dedicated lane for vehicles turning left
and another lane for vehicles turning right and going
straight ahead. Drivers turning right from Lynton Place
in Scoresby Village navigate this turn against a steady
queue of oncoming traffic — some cars turning right,
others coming straight through the intersection.
Right-turning vehicles are often left stranded while they
wait for pedestrians to cross all eight lanes of Ferntree
Gully Road and block the entire intersection. Minister,
local Scoresby Village traders are concerned at how
dangerous and confusing this intersection has become.
Exit traffic from the new supermarket which exits onto
Janine Street makes fixing this intersection an even
greater priority.

Narre Warren South electorate
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) (11:50) —
(14 525) My question is for the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety, and I ask: when will the overpass on
Thompsons Road be operational? The residents of
Casey just cannot wait for the roadworks at Thompsons
Road to be complete. A major step towards the
completion of the upgrade would be the overpass that
has allowed for the removal of the level crossing at
Merinda Park — and people are really happy about
that — being operational. So we are just wondering:
when will the overpass be complete and commuters be
on their way?

Northcote electorate
Ms THORPE (Northcote) (11:51) — (14 526) My
question is for the Minister for Public Transport, and it
is: will the government meet with residents and
properly consult with the local community regarding
the upgrade of the Preston substation on the South
Morang line? Residents living near Bell railway station
were shocked to receive a letter, dated 10 May,
notifying them that works would begin on 14 May on
construction of a new substation required for the level
crossing removal. This substation will be substantially
closer to homes than the previous one and is on land
that the community had hoped would be new green
space as part of the level crossing removal. No
consultation has taken place on this new substation, and
no master plan for the area, including the new level
crossing, has been shared with the community. They
deserve a say and an explanation.

Yan Yean electorate
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (11:51) — (14 527) My
question is to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety,
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and I ask: when can kangaroo signs be installed on the
Windy Mile in Diamond Creek? I was written to early
this week by Rebecca Fisher on behalf of wildlife
carers who have noted that there has been a steep
increase in the number of roos being hit on the road,
both fatally and not fatally. My staff and I and indeed
all local residents are very fond of these roos. They are
known as the Sutherland kangaroos, and they mainly
range around the property where my office is located.
We actually want these roos to continue to be part of
the community but we also want residents not to be
fearful of having their vehicles damaged or
experiencing the distress of them or their children
having to witness animals in distress.

Bass electorate
Mr PAYNTER (Bass) (11:52) — (14 528) My
question is for the Minister for Regional Development,
and the question I have for the minister is: will you
approve additional funding to review the car ferry
business case down at Phillip Island, orchestrated by
the Bass Coast council, to include the existing Cowes
jetty? To date that option has not been included in their
business case. Other alternatives have been put to the
community. The community are very unhappy with the
outcome. What we would like to see is a new business
case conducted, with the existing Cowes jetty included
as an option. The Cowes jetty needs a redevelopment,
and the community are putting that forward as a
proposal — that that be redeveloped to include access
for a car ferry. It is causing great anxiety amongst the
community, so I am asking the minister to fund the new
business case, including the Cowes jetty.

Cranbourne electorate
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) (11:53) — (14 529) My
constituency question is for the Minister for Sport. In
my electorate of Cranbourne the Casey City Council
have recently applied for funding under the country
football and netball program for a lighting upgrade to
service growth in participation at the J & P Cam
Reserve east oval. My question is: when will the
minister be making a decision as to the status of this
application?

BUDGET PAPERS 2018–19
Debate resumed.
Ms WARD (Eltham) (11:54) — I left off talking
before about the terrific initiatives and work that the
state government is doing in terms of roadworks within
and around Eltham, including the much-needed
north-east link. I would like to talk a bit about education
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as well. It was great to hear the Minister for Education
talking about the importance of TAFE in his ministers
statement during question time. It is absolutely
important that we recognise the important role TAFE
plays in our communities. Like him I was furious about
the closure of Greensborough TAFE by the coalition in
December 2013. It was terrific to be able to reopen this
campus last year, and to see it now thriving as much as
it is is just fantastic — and it is absolutely thriving.
We put $50 million into this budget to help TAFEs
support their most vulnerable students to get the
training they need to get a good, secure job. That
includes $3.5 million for Melbourne Polytechnic, and
of course there will be students at Greensborough
TAFE who will be advantaged by this. This is
important funding not just because of how it helps
vulnerable students in our community but also because
it actually reinstates funding that was cut by those
opposite when they were in government. It is incredibly
clear to see that they do not support TAFE and that they
have absolutely no love for TAFE and do not
understand its importance.
We talk about this in the context of the 50 free courses
at TAFE that this government is offering that those
opposite do not see the worth of. In fact I believe the
federal Minister for Education and Training referred to
this funding for free TAFE being for basketweavers,
people who are engaging in basket weaving. He can
come down with me to Graham Bodyworks in Eltham
and talk to the owner there, who is desperate for
workers. He thinks it is fantastic that we will have
panelbeating as a free course that will help people do
their apprenticeships and be recruited, because he is
actually looking for workers. He is looking for
apprentices as well as skilled workers, and what we are
doing is helping kids create pathways that will get them
to where there are already job vacancies. You and I both
know, Acting Speaker Spence, how important it is to
this government to get people into work and how
surprising it is that those opposite just cannot support
TAFE. We have brought back funding for vulnerable
students. We have put money into Greensborough
TAFE, with $10 million to get it started again. There is
$10 million for the Banyule-Nillumbik Tech School that
is, as the Minister for Education said, almost complete.
I did talk about roads before, but I tell you what, the
public transport story in the seat of Eltham is pretty
good too. Not only did we invest money in the last
budget working on a business case for duplicating the
line from Greensborough North, but we are also
investing another $2.5 million in this budget to make
sure that it is done properly. I tell you what, Acting
Speaker Spence, you would be well aware that when
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you are talking about work as serious as duplicating the
Hurstbridge line, that is not stuff that is done on the back
of an envelope, where you fudge some figures and hope
for the best; you have actually got to do proper analysis.
You have actually got to work out where it needs to go
and how it needs to be. It surprises me that those
opposite do not have the capacity to be able to do that.

workshop. There is still a lot of work to be done and it
was great to see how glad they were for the investments
that this government is putting into sport and women in
sport. It was inspiring to hear their different views on
how we can do even more. I thank them very much for
their effort, and I thank the Diamond Creek Men’s Shed
for their sausage sizzle as well.

We have also got funding for additional bus services in
the St Helena area, which is very important because
they could have better connectivity than they currently
have. This is in addition to the 343 bus, which has been
going for over a year now and which the member for
Yan Yean and I advocated very strongly for. We love
the 343 bus. We like getting on the 343 bus and talking
to our constituents, who love that bus.

I am really looking forward to Nillumbik council getting
on with it and joining with this Labor government to
help make things happen, and I thank the clubs in my
community for their patience while Nillumbik rolls
slowly through the motions of getting these projects up
and underway. It is disappointing to note that only one
project under the Growing Suburbs Fund has been
completed by Nillumbik council, and I do look forward
to some more projects commencing, because we have
funded them and they really need to happen.

Ms Green interjected.
Ms WARD — As the member for Yan Yean says,
we do mobile offices on the bus, and it is good. It is a
great opportunity to have a conversation with people
and understand how important the actions of this
government are in the lives of members of our
community and how much they are benefiting.
Ms Green interjected.
Ms WARD — As the member for Yan Yean says,
this includes young people, which brings me to Eltham
Central Park and the Panthers. There is $400 000 in this
budget to refurbish their pavilion and do some works
there, and that is in addition to the $800 000 that was
already granted under this government in the Growing
Suburbs Fund. That is $1.2 million for the Eltham
Central Park pavilion to help extend it and to give girls
the change rooms that they need, because as you would
know, Acting Speaker Spence, there is huge growth in
female participation in football in my community and
in yours. The Eltham Panthers are no exception. They
have got girls coming out of everywhere wanting to
play their footy, loving their footy, and they deserve the
facilities that are going to be provided.
I am also pleased to note that an additional $100 000
has been provided by this government for the lights at
Eltham Central Park. I do hope that Nillumbik council
get their skates on and get this work underway. There
are a few projects that they seem to be on the cusp of
starting that this government has put heavy support and
funding behind, and I hope that they really do get their
act together and get them going out there. These
projects are incredibly important to my community.
Along with the member for Yan Yean, I give a
shout-out to all those terrific women who came along
on Saturday afternoon to our Women in Sport

Before I finish I do have to note the disappointment that
I have in the member for Mount Waverley, who used
his opportunity to speak on the budget to yet again
engage in the culture wars regarding Safe Schools. I
have to call him out again for the misinformation that
the coalition continues to peddle about this important
resource. They talk about forcing gender fluid theory on
people through the Safe Schools program. Again in this
place I will set the record straight and speak from
experience. Both my girls attend Eltham High School,
which was one of the first pilot schools in the Safe
Schools Coalition program over 10 years ago, and
neither of my girls has experienced gender fluid theory
being forced on them at all. The rubbish that is being
peddled by those opposite needs to stop because this is
far too important. The issues that Safe Schools
confronts and helps teachers with are far too important
for the stupid games that those opposite play.
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) (12:02) — In
contributing to this take-note motion on the Victorian
state budget papers I would like to refer to a number of
remarks I made some years ago in this chamber. Sir
Arvi Parbo, a former head of Western Mining, made a
comment that:
A worthwhile society must be underpinned by a …
prosperous economic base.

In the same speech that I quoted Arvi Parbo I quoted
Charles Carter, a British scientist who once noted that:
Unfortunately in our society in recent years there has been a
tendency for bias against wealth creation in favour of
so-called socially significant activities; but which, ironically,
depend for their support in the first place upon wealth
creation.
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It is important that we as a legislature balance the
taxation of our citizens with the wise expenditure of
taxpayers money. According to work done by the
shadow Treasurer, the member for Malvern, it was
noted that there have been some $25 billion of cost
blowouts in Victoria in recent years. The point has been
made that that money could have been invested in
25 new Royal Children’s Hospitals. It could have
acquired 125 000 ambulances. It could have built
926 secondary schools. It could have built
2083 primary schools. It could have built four east–
west links, 125 women’s and children’s hospitals,
1563 large police stations, 42 suburban rail line
extensions, 2500 new cardiac catheterisation
laboratories, 1714 trams, 1389 X’trapolis metro trains
and 1136 special development schools.
A key focus of government is to deliver responsible
government, accountable government, honest
government, and it is important that we as a legislature
allocate taxpayers resources wisely in the state of
Victoria. At the moment numbers of Victorians are
facing challenges in meeting obligations to pay a range
of bills. The pay packets of Victorian householders are
being gouged through the increasing obligations to
meet electricity price rises. We have the obligations of
Victorian householders to meet the cost of the
desalination plant, which is $1.8 million every day for
28 years since it commenced — $1.8 million every day.
There is the impact of land tax on Victorian
householders. I remember a number of self-funded
retirees who came to see me who were gravely
concerned about their independence being eroded.
People had worked hard, had an investment property
but through the non-adjustment of the land tax scale
were losing their retirement income and were unable to
meet a range of important household expenses,
including medical expenses on the part of people who
are ageing.
There is the impact upon the Victorian community of
crime, with crime increasing in a range of serious areas.
In the last four years we have seen a carjacking in the
Sandringham electorate and a home invasion in the
Sandringham electorate, events which were unheard of
in yesteryear. We have the challenge of households
meeting rising council rates and increasing motor
vehicle registrations. I recently had a constituent raise a
concern with me. He and his wife as retirees maintained
one email address and he wanted to record two motor
vehicles online but was told that he needed two separate
email addresses. In his view there was a lack of
proficiency on the part of VicRoads as they went about
their motor vehicle registration system. There are other
people too who through inadvertence, oversight or

1893

misdirected mail did not receive their VicRoads
registrations and are paying massive fees as a result of
not having their vehicles re-registered.
There is a challenge in metropolitan Melbourne, with
our population doubling, of a lack of access to junior
sporting ground space. There is the example of the
Beaumaris Football Club, which has over 40 men’s and
women’s senior and junior teams and a lack of oval
space. It is incumbent upon this legislature to provide
the necessary leadership to provide the space and
infrastructure that will enable Victorians in the future to
have access to strong recreation outlets, whether that be
soccer, football, cricket, netball, basketball, athletics,
hockey or lacrosse.
At this point I would like to place on record the great
work that was undertaken by the coalition in the last
Parliament in Beaumaris where there was uncertainty as
to the future direction of the then Beaumaris campus of
Sandringham College. It was made a campus of
Sandringham College under reforms introduced by the
Kirner government and that was regarded as a landmark
achievement. Enrolments were low and reinvestment
was needed and there were issues regarding what nature
of reinvestment would take place.
Well before the Labor Party made an announcement
regarding reinvestment in the school I had been
working with the Melbourne Cricket Club (MCC) to
see if there was a prospect of co-investment so that the
best educational and sporting precinct in the southern
region of Melbourne had the opportunity to be
re-established. I am delighted to note that there will be a
new complex opening in a couple of weeks. However,
but for the work of the coalition government in
reserving the land for educational and sporting purposes
and but for the co-investment by the MCC — which
wanted and sought the concurrent reinvestment by the
state government in that site — what is about to be
opened down there today would not be there.
I should add that good work was done by the
community, by the school council at Sandringham
College, by education department bureaucrats and by
people who gave their time voluntarily on school
councils and in the wider community. Many people
contributed to the outcome that has been achieved, but I
would add for the parliamentary record and for the sake
of posterity that but for the work of the coalition in
reserving this site for the development of education and
sporting facilities and but for the co-investment by the
Melbourne Cricket Club what is there today would
not be. I also note that that co-investment was predicated
upon it being a win for the school community and a win
for the Melbourne Cricket Club for their sporting teams,
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funded through the philanthropic foundation of the
Melbourne Cricket Club to promote the advancement of
development of sport.
There was the great example of Melbourne High
School, which had its hockey facility managed by the
MCC for the benefit of the students and the MCC
community. As I said, it had to be a win for the school,
for the MCC but also for the local community. As a
result of the redevelopment that has taken place on site
there will be three world-class surfaces developed in
Beaumaris, including two main cricket and football
ovals which could be adapted for other uses and a
multipurpose, specialised all-weather surface for
hockey, lacrosse and soccer. There will be a full-sized
soccer pitch which will be able to be converted into two
junior pitches for junior soccer.
In the work that was undertaken by me, together with
the member for Nepean, the then Minister for
Education, and Dr Denis Napthine, the then Premier,
for the announcement in October 2014 of the
co-investment by the MCC and the education
department it was important that there was a
worthwhile outcome for three individual groups: the
school, the MCC and the local community. I look
forward to tenancy arrangements and engagement with
local groups being coordinated into the future.
In addition to a range of other matters that pertain to the
budget, as articulated by the shadow Treasurer,
Victorians will be asking themselves, ‘Compared to
four years ago am I better off? Under Labor has my
cost of living gone down or up? Has my trip to work
become easier or harder? When I get home at night do I
feel safer or less safe?’. The answers to those questions
are that people are battling with their rising living costs
and certainly with their wage packets being gouged by
increasing electricity prices. Our roads are becoming
more congested.
We have seen the example of the cancellation of the
east–west link, which was not meant to cost more than
$1 but ended up costing some $1.3 billion to the state of
Victoria. Think of what that could built in terms of
hospitals, schools, the provision of ambulances and the
provision of increased security and resources through
protective services officers or Victoria Police. What
that money could have provided is no longer available.
This does not represent fiscal prudence and the wise
prudential management of taxpayer resources. In
answer to the question ‘When people get home at night
do they feel safer or less safe?’ and the other questions I
put, the resounding answer amongst people in my
community when there has been an increase in serious
crime, an increase in major crime, an increase in home
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invasions and an increase in carjackings — before
unprecedented — is no, no and no.
I asked a constituent recently how he thought the state
of Victoria was progressing. He did not confine his
answer to just one word in terms of, for example, the
east–west link being cancelled and costing the
Victorian taxpayer $1.3 billion. He said that was wrong,
wrong, wrong. Angst, pain, annoyance and
disempowerment are being felt by many Victorians as
things which were previously within their reach and
affordable when there was a civil and safe society are
now not there. There is major concern about the erosion
of those particular elements.
In the future the coalition will use the budget wisely
and well to advance a number of initiatives. We have
seen already the announcement made by the shadow
Minister for Emergency Services, the member for
Gembrook, and Brad Rowswell, the Liberal candidate
for Sandringham, that there will be a $2 million
reinvestment in the Mentone Lifesaving Club. We
have seen the announcement of similar collaboration
between Life Saving Victoria and local government by
the coalition, the member for Gembrook and Brad
Rowswell for reinvestment in the Black Rock Life
Saving Club. We have seen a commitment by the
coalition not to narrow Beach Road, which would
deprive large numbers of foreshore users and foreshore
club members of much-valued long-term parking.
This ensures our foreshore areas remain accessible for
all Victorians.
We have seen an announcement in relation to the future
grade separation of the Nepean Highway and Lower
Dandenong Road and also South Road and the Nepean
Highway, which will improve traffic flow. We have
seen the great announcement made by the member for
Gembrook, together with Geoff Gledhill, who serves as
a councillor in the City of Kingston, at the Mordialloc
Life Saving Club regarding coalition investment in
drones to improve water safety. A number of years ago
almost 70 people lost their lives along Victoria’s
coastline and in inland waterways through drowning. It
is important that we eliminate that very tragic outcome,
which especially impacts culturally and linguistically
diverse community members.
The coalition in the late 1990s invested in an important
program to reinvest in lifesaving club infrastructure and
water safety messaging. The use of drones involves the
use of technology to deliver through the air a flotation
device that is able to be dropped near the swimmer in
distress. That will also enable people who have an
interest in serving their communities in an important
emergency service to do so not only as a swimmer but
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by using their good technical skills. That might be an
individual strength people have, enabling them to play
an important role in water safety.
We also have an announcement in relation to police
setting up in shopfronts in shopping centres, where
there is a massive volume of people passing and where
there have been concerns regarding antisocial
behaviour and theft both within shopping centre
precincts and from shopping centre car parks.
The most important asset within the Sandringham
electorate remains Sandringham Hospital and its
emergency department. When the viability its 24/7
emergency department was threatened to be cut back to
12 hours a day the Leader of the Opposition stood
outside the hospital and said, ‘A future coalition
government will keep it open 24/7’.
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) (12:17) — I am delighted to
speak on this year’s budget, which certainly builds on
the foundations of our three previous budgets with a
massive investment in education, infrastructure, public
safety, health, jobs and transport.
For the Yuroke electorate this budget provides the
biggest local investment that the electorate has seen,
and it has been enthusiastically welcomed by local
residents. As parliamentary secretary for public
transport and for roads I know that in my electorate and
across the state our investments in this area, in both this
budget and previous budgets, will make a real
difference to the lives of many people into the future
and for many, many decades to come.
As we see the investment in the CityLink-Tullamarine
Freeway widening project really taking shape now, it is
great to see that major roads planning and investment is
continuing with the incredibly important north-east
link — the missing link in Melbourne’s freeway
network. I know that that is of great importance to you,
Acting Speaker Ward.
But it is not just the major roads that will keep our city
moving. I am thrilled that this budget invests almost
$2.2 billion in suburban road upgrades in Melbourne’s
northern and south-eastern suburbs, building on the
western road upgrades funded in last year’s budget. In
Yuroke this means that Craigieburn Road will be
duplicated from Mickleham Road to the Hume
Freeway, with shared pedestrian and cycling lanes on
both sides of the road, safety barriers and intersection
upgrades. This is a massive relief to the Craigieburn
community. It resolves one of the most significant local
problems, and it is certainly a long-awaited outcome.
When I was first elected to Hume council in 2008 this
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was an issue that we were advocating for then as a
council. Since that time local sports clubs; residents;
retailers; public transport operators; local schools;
emergency services, including the State Emergency
Service, the Country Fire Authority, Victoria Police and
the community emergency response team have all
raised this as an issue.
At the time that the road started to be problematic there
were 21 000 people living in Craigieburn. There are
now around 51 000 people. The road is incredibly
overused and to say that the community is relieved is an
understatement. So there is still a need to look at other
roads in the area. Both Somerton and Mickleham roads
do need duplicating, and I will continue to fight for
those works as I have for Craigieburn Road. By way of
comparison, the former Liberal government’s
investments in road duplications in Yuroke was zero, so
this is very significant.
In regard to public transport, this budget has provided a
massive investment in solving the other significant
issue in Craigieburn and that is parking at the local
station. In 2014 there were 267 spaces at the car park,
which was completely inadequate for this growing
community. Since then this government has invested in
incremental improvements, with an additional
55 spaces created onsite and around 100 spaces created
or underway in Potter Street nearby. Now this budget
has provided a much-needed 745 additional spaces.
Once completed, this will bring the total for the station
to around 1165 spaces. No doubt they will still all fill
every morning, but it is an incredibly huge boost and
the community is quite thrilled that this has finally
happened. Again, for the record the former Liberal
government’s investment in additional parking at
Craigieburn station was also zero.
The Yuroke electorate is benefiting not only from this
investment in transport infrastructure; we are also
delivering for future generations by making education
and new schools a top priority. In 2017 the
$12.2 million Newbury Primary School opened. It is
now well and truly up and running, and it is great to
visit and see the kids all proudly wearing their new
uniforms. I do congratulate the principal, Michelle
Bromfield, and her team for the great work that they
have done to make the school a success.
There is no doubt that our local schools are terrific. We
have some wonderful schools, but the community is
continuing to grow, and we need to provide and plan
for the new schools in those areas. This budget provides
the investment to ensure that local infrastructure keeps
up with that growth. We are building on previous
investments in education in this budget. Last year

BUDGET PAPERS 2018–19
1896

ASSEMBLY

$13.8 million was provided to start construction of the
Aitken Hill Primary School in Craigieburn; this budget
provides an additional $6.78 million for stage 2, and
that will ensure that the school is ready to open its doors
for the 2019 school year.
The budget also provides funding of $24 million to
deliver stage 1 construction of the new Craigieburn
South secondary school, and that will open in 2020.
This school will also be an inclusion hub, so that will
provide inclusive education for students with
disabilities in Melbourne’s growing northern suburbs
and is very welcomed by the community.
In addition to these there is still demand for more
schools, particularly in the growing Mickleham area
and the Greenvale area that is continuing to grow. This
year’s budget provided funding to acquire land for the
proposed Merrifield West P–6 in Mickleham, and last
year the funds were provided for the acquisition of land
for the future Greenvale North West primary school. I
will continue to work with the minister on the delivery
of these and other new schools that are needed. By way
of comparison in regard to education, the funding for
schools in Yuroke under the previous Liberal
government was $5.4 million, and so far under this
government it has been $106.3 million.
Along with the new facilities it is also great to see our
fantastic existing local schools that have benefited from
programs that ensure every child has the same
opportunities. Five local schools are now operating
school breakfast clubs, both of the government
secondary schools will have an in-school doctor service
and thousands of families are benefiting from our
programs to help with the cost of school excursions and
sporting equipment and to help them buy those
essential items like school uniforms.
I mentioned in my inaugural speech in this place that as
a single parent on a low income I was acutely aware of
the strains on a household budget that arise from these
education expenses and how frustrating it can be when,
as a parent, you only want to do what is best for your
child but some choices in reality just do not exist. So I
am really proud that this government recognises that no
child should miss out on fully participating at school
because of a tight family budget. These initiatives are
really important. They matter, they really matter. They
make a difference to the lives and the education
experiences of those who most need our support.
While we all adore our children and enjoy almost every
minute of raising them, I am sure that like me many
parents look forward to when our little darlings can take
that great step into home ownership. The Yuroke
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electorate is the third youngest electorate in Victoria,
with an average age of 31, and it is a community of
choice for first home buyers and young families.
However, with property prices continuing to rise, it is
all the more challenging for people to get into that
housing market, especially younger Victorians. This
government has been helping to provide access to first
homes, with 427 applications received for the first
home owner grants in the Hume municipality from
1 July 2016 to 28 February 2018. In addition to this, we
continue to support stamp duty exemptions for first
home buyers purchasing properties with a value of up
to $600 000; there has been a particularly strong uplift
in these purchases in Hume. From the period July 2016
to February 2018 there were 1458 stamp duty
exemptions in the Hume municipality and a reduced
rate for another 121 purchasers. I spent a number of
years renting, so I do understand how very challenging
it can be to be able to get your first home.
Another area where we have been able to assist local
residents with the cost-of-living pressures has been
through the very much welcomed short-term
registration payments. Residents of Frankston,
Pakenham and Craigieburn have been amongst the
fastest to take up short-term vehicle registration.
Craigieburn has the second-highest number of
three-month registrations with 3296, just behind
Pakenham. It also has the highest number of six-month
registration payments — just over 2500 people have
taken up this option. It has been most popular among
the 26 to 35-year-olds in that area. It does not surprise
me and I am really glad that people have taken up that
opportunity. It certainly does provide a huge relief to a
household budget when you are not suddenly having to
come up with that massive $800-odd amount in a single
hit. Being able to spread that has been very warmly
welcomed and we can see that by the fact that people
are heading in droves to make that choice.
Saving is not the only challenge, though, that first home
buyers face. With a changing employment market and
the exit of the automotive industry, they pose some
significant challenges for job seekers. As we know, a
job is much more important than just a pay cheque.
Unemployment has so many negative impacts. I know I
am not telling you, Acting Speaker Ward, anything you
do not know. I know this is definitely a passion of yours.
The impacts include social isolation and mental health
issues and they can have a detrimental impact on your
physical wellbeing. There are too many to talk about.
That is why it is very important for us to keep creating
and protecting jobs. In Yuroke that has been a very
strong focus. Last week I was thrilled to attend, along
with the Minister for Industry and Employment, the
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opening of a facility and the 100th birthday of Dulux in
my electorate. We got to meet Penny the sheepdog, and
she was a real treat. That was a great day.
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traineeships at 100 secondary schools. This will ensure
that students can finish secondary school with an
apprenticeship or traineeship qualification, ready to
work in high-demand areas.

Mr R. Smith — Did you paint the town?
Ms SPENCE — I will leave it to the member for
Warrandyte to paint the town.
The facility is a very modern design. Its size is larger
than the playing area of the MCG. It is huge. The water
tanks outside have been painted to look like paint tins,
so it is very impressive — and of course the sheepdog
is on the wall. That facility will manufacture of all
Dulux’s water-based paints and new technology-based
paints, producing about 50 million litres of water-based
decorative paint a year for the Australian market. It is
huge. But even better, it is providing jobs. It is starting
by creating 67 new full-time jobs.
It was great to talk to workers there. I met a couple of
workers there, Barry and Wish. They now have this
wonderful lifestyle. They live 5 minutes from where
they work, so they have got zero commute, effectively.
With the way the facility is operating they are doing
two shifts. They have been able to select shifts that
enable them to do other things that are important to
them. Wish is a mum and she is able to do the morning
shift, which means she can be home in the afternoon
when the kids get home from school. That is terrific.
Across our state, one of the main ways that the
government supports jobs is through the infrastructure
projects that we have going on, and there is certainly no
shortage of works right across our state. That is why we
need a workforce that is able to do these jobs and the
30 free priority TAFE courses and the preapprenticeship
courses are so important for these for these high-demand
industries. There are plenty of people in Yuroke who are
ready to take up that challenge. Around a quarter of
Yuroke residents welcome these opportunities to study
at TAFE. We have seen that the number of people who
go on to post-secondary education, to either TAFE or
vocational studies, is around 30 per cent, which is really
quite terrific.
By way of contrast again, while I am talking about
TAFE, you cannot overlook the fact that while we are
investing in 30 free priority TAFE courses the federal
Liberal government have slashed $60 million from
TAFE. I just find their priorities quite astounding. Our
priorities, on the other hand, are right. In addition to the
TAFE courses and the preapprenticeship funding, the
budget is also investing $26 million to enhance
vocational education in schools and $50 million to
deliver up to 1700 Head Start apprenticeships and

Another aspect of this budget that I am also very pleased
about and that goes to our continuing investment in
infrastructure is the inclusion of another $50 million in
the Growing Suburbs Fund. I note that the current and
former ministers for local government are in the
chamber at the moment. I thank both of them for
continuing this incredibly important investment in
Yuroke. This has meant contributions to the Livvi’s
Place inclusive play space, the Aston Recreation
Reserve development, the Annadale Interim
Community Centre and the Arena Recreation Reserve
pavilion. It brings investment in Yuroke to over
$5 million. We are incredibly grateful for that and I am
really pleased that this budget now allows for support of
even more of these fantastic projects. So thank you to
both the ministers who have been responsible for that.
Emergency services also got a great boost in this
budget. The community is eagerly awaiting a new
Victoria State Emergency Service unit and a new
ambulance station in the northern Craigieburn area.
This year’s budget also provided $13 million for a new
Craigieburn Country Fire Authority station. The current
brigade has completely outgrown the station. We are
looking to have a new one that will have additional fire
trucks. This one will be home to five fire trucks and
have better accommodation for 12 firefighters. Our
local firefighters do an outstanding job, so I am really
pleased that they will be able to have the facilities that
they need to do the best job that they can. This budget
helps Yuroke in so many ways. I am very pleased to
support it.
Mr R. SMITH (Warrandyte) (12:32) — It seems
strange to be rising in this house to talk about the
budget because I would hazard that we are probably the
only people in the state of Victoria who are still talking
about this budget. The budget has sunk into obscurity
and barely a person knows what the government is
actually offering in this election year. Those who are
still talking about it probably do not believe it, because
the government have ended as they started, with a
whole pack of lies. No-one believes a word they say,
no-one believes that they are going to deliver on what
they say. The Premier has told so many untruths,
hoodwinked so many Victorians, that people just no
longer believe him or his ministers — including his
Deputy Premier who, I may say, has been the subject of
affidavits brought into this house from his community
saying how he has lied to them.
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This government has no credibility about what it is
going to do for Victorians, none whatsoever. They said
that there were shovel-ready projects, those that never
got off the ground. Those that have got off the ground
are going to be just barely able to be started before the
next election, so that the government can actually point
to something.
The public expected the government to keep them safe.
Well, the crime rise that we have seen over this
government’s term has been incredible. There is not a
person that you can talk to in this state who is not
concerned about crime. The minister at the table, the
Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor
Regulation, interjected moments ago that I should get
out more. I can tell the minister that if she got out to her
community more, indeed to the whole of western
Melbourne and western Victoria, she would find that
everyone is very concerned about the incidences of
crime. They are talking about home invasions, they are
talking about carjackings, they are talking about crime
being up by 22 per cent and they are talking about
patrols that they are having to put out in their own
communities to deal with crime issues. They are very
concerned about crime. I have to say that if the
government wants to continue to put the blinkers on, I
welcome it — because that means that when Victorians
get to the election, they will point to the government of
today and say, ‘These people did not protect us and
these people will not even admit there’s a problem’.
Incidences of carjackings and home invasions —
crimes that we had not seen before this government
came to office — have become prevalent and people, as
the police minister herself has said, are scared in their
own homes.
The cost-of-living issues for business and households
have been raised in this place over the last few days in
question time. Time and time again people are talking
about business costs and energy costs rising by 10 to
20 per cent — sometimes 100 per cent, sometimes
200 per cent — and the pressure on household budgets
is just extraordinary. But this government and the
Premier who presides over it have been completely
uncaring in the way they have addressed these issues. It
does not help these businesses or these families to have
the Premier get up and say, ‘Oh, well, we’ll do an
assessment for you’ or ‘We’ll give you some financial
assistance’. Even if that was true — and I am not so
sure it is — how did it get to this situation?
How did it get to a point where power bills under this
government’s watch have risen by multiples of 10 per
cent over the course of this government? How is that
possible? How is it that the government thinks it can
sail in on a white horse six months before the election
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and say that it will fix all the problems — problems that
it created itself? We should not be in the position where
people are being bribed with a $50 payment to go to a
website to have a look at other ways that they can have
their energy supplied; $50 is not anywhere near enough
to actually support these families and the kinds of
imposts that they are now having to face each and
every day.
The government recently ditched its slogan ‘Getting
things done and making things fairer’. It might be the
first sign that the government are actually being
truthful, because they are neither getting things done
nor making things fair. And if I can make a comment
about their most recent slogan, ‘Delivering for all
Victorians’, I will give a tip to the government and I
will give a tip to the Premier: the people in the
electorate of Warrandyte are part of Victoria. This
budget has not a dollar, not a dime, for those people,
and the electorate has had barely a cent over the last
four years. This government is one of the most political
that has ever sat on the Treasury benches.
In the course of the previous government my electorate
received over $72 million. There was a new police
station, a new railway station, an $800 000 new
kindergarten and major funding to four schools in my
electorate. There were grants. Two sporting clubs were
rebuilt. In stark contrast to the $72 million that the
previous coalition government was able to use to
support the residents in my electorate — residents who
pay their taxes and work hard to pay their taxes but are
seeing nothing back from this government — this
government has delivered over four years a scant
$2.5 million. There was funding to Heatherwood
School, which is very welcome, and funding to one of
my other primary schools, but that is it for four years,
and it is shameful of this government to come in here
and pretend that it is delivering for all Victorians when
I have never seen such a political bunch in my life.
There is nothing here for local schools. We talked about
many local schools in question time in the previous
sitting. How many schools are falling down around the
students’ and staff’s ears is just extraordinary. I have
raised issues about two of my schools — Beverley Hills
Primary School and Wonga Park Primary School —
just in the last few days in this place, but they are not
the only ones that have been craving attention for many
years. In fact this government really needs to step up
and do something about them, but of course because
they are so political in nature, so mean and so cruel,
they will never direct money to the seat of Warrandyte.
The people of Warrandyte know that, and they will
never, ever trust this government, because there is
nothing there for schools.
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The member for Yuroke talks about TAFE: ‘Isn’t it
great that there are free courses at TAFE?’. Did you
stop to think for a minute how that might affect
community houses and neighbourhood houses? Did
you stop for a moment to think how these focal points
of our community — the neighbourhood houses and
learning centres — are going to be affected? How do
they compete with free courses? How do they possibly
compete with this government’s policy? But this
government does not worry about consequences. It puts
out a media release, it pats itself on the back and it
trumpets to the world how awesome it is, but the reality
is that the consequences are there for all to see. The
community houses in my area are going to face some
very difficult times ahead because this government has
disregarded them entirely.
In terms of the bus services in my area, the government
has re-signed contracts with Transdev. The
government, over three and a half years, has not been
able to deliver an efficient and reliable bus service. The
amount of complaints I get about the bus service in my
area just mounts day after day. I have sent letters to the
minister, who comes back and says, ‘Well, we’re
looking at services, we’re doing this, we’re doing that’,
but the services never improve. For a community that is
only serviced by buses, not trains or trams, the least that
people could expect to ease the congestion on our roads
is to actually be able to get on a bus, but the buses are
completely unreliable. Under this government it has
been just a completely botched mess.
There are no grants to sports groups in my area at all.
Sporting clubs are the heart and soul of our
communities. When I look at clubs like Warrandyte
Football Club and Park Orchards Football and Netball
Club — clubs that bring in children, give them great
role models and keep them active and generating
support for those clubs until those kids reach the senior
divisions — not one dollar has come from this
government to any of those sporting clubs. That is
again, as I say, in stark contrast to the previous
government, where we had major rebuilds in my
electorate as a result of actually paying attention to all
Victorians, but this government certainly does not want
to do that.
Let us have a look at the way this government has
conducted itself over the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee (PAEC) budget hearings. For a
start, I do not know who the genius was to have it
stretch out over so many weeks. Maybe it was a ploy to
give the ministers time to actually get across their
portfolios and understand what it is that pertains to their
portfolios and their electorates. But, my goodness, the
member for Essendon is sitting there, and if the
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member for Essendon can look at me with a straight
face and say that the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety discharged his ministerial responsibilities in a
decent way, he is kidding himself.
Mr Pearson interjected.
Mr R. SMITH — The guy looked at line items. He
said black was white and he was not going to move
from those discussions. It was unbelievable. If the
member for Essendon thinks that the minister for roads
did a good job, then the member for Essendon is setting
a very low bar for those on the front bench. He should
seek instead to bring his great intellect to the front
bench. It is not going to happen until some of these
people move, mate. You might want to actually
highlight the ones that are doing a pretty poor job,
because that was a disgraceful effort, overshadowed
only by the Minister for Sport.
The Minister for Sport’s efforts today were laughable to
the point where the Leader of the House actually sat
him down in so many words, and the Minister for Sport
was not even bright enough to pick up that he should
not get out of his seat again because he was performing
so incredibly poorly. You only have to sit on this side.
The member for Essendon would not see all the faces
that we see, sitting over here. When the Minister for
Sport actually started his contribution in answering the
question, if members opposite were not shell-shocked,
they were studiously looking at some suddenly very
important messages on their phones. It was a joke — an
absolute joke — when I saw that minister today and
indeed when I saw him in the PAEC hearings along
with his esteemed colleague the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety, who was just appalling in the contribution
that he gave and the evidence that he gave to PAEC.
We can go on for the amount of people who this
government has slighted over the three and a half years
that they have been in government. The sky rail
residents, who are furious at the lack of communication
and consultation that they had from this government,
were surprised one morning to find that they were
going to get a significantly elevated railway through
their backyards. They have not forgotten out there in
Oakleigh. They have not forgotten all the way down
that line the way this government ran roughshod over
them, did not consult them, did not talk to them and in
fact does not care that they have been living now for
two and a half years with works going on at all hours of
the night, constantly, without notification. If the
government does not think that those people are going
to go to the ballot box full of anger and ready to kick
these guys out, then the government is kidding itself.
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Taxidrivers’ complete disgust and frustration with this
government is completely palpable. Bus company
operators were threatened with not being able to
provide any services for the people of Victoria unless
they signed away their assets at the end of the contract.
Gee, the government backflipped on that one when we
could prove with documentation that what the minister
was saying was not true was in fact true. The anger of
those bus service operators has not gone away either.
For those who have driven on our country roads, this
government has let them fall away. One billion dollars
extra, additional to the usual funding, was promised by
this government for the maintenance of country roads
prior to the election, and not one dollar more has been
spent. In fact roads are deteriorating in the country at
such a rapid rate it is appalling to see. Those who do not
want to go past the tram tracks should really get out and
drive on those roads, because the best thing you can do
to save country lives is to fix country roads. You can
put all the wire barriers you want up, you can put all the
signs up and you can lower speed limits, but fix the
road and you will save lives out in those areas. Some of
those out in South-West Coast and near Polwarth have
just been some of the most disgraceful that I have ever
seen. It is absolutely appalling that the government has
let them deteriorate to the point that they have.
The member for Yuroke talked about jobs. Coming just
recently from the Latrobe Valley in the Morwell-Moe
area, where some of my family live, jobs are a huge
issue. There is a 15.6 per cent unemployment rate in
Morwell and Moe. Is the government doing anything
about that? Yes, they are; they are building a GovHub. It
is going to be ready in 2022. That should be helpful for
those who are out of work! One thousand people were
put out of work by this government’s policies that
closed Hazelwood power station and taxed them out of
existence — taxed them to the point where it was no
longer viable for them to continue. Those people were
out of work overnight, to say nothing of the associated
businesses — the cafes, the restaurants, the
newsagents — who all relied on that employment.
Those people who are now looking for work and are
having significant problems and that unemployment rate
are things the government should be absolutely ashamed
of and should be moving a lot quicker to deal with.
The fact of the matter is that the cost-of-living issues
that we are seeing now and the unemployment
problems that we are seeing out in the Latrobe Valley
are a direct result of this government’s policies, and it is
absolutely appalling that they have done all they can to
remove 22 per cent of baseload power from this state to
make us for the first time a net importer of energy and
to take away our competitive advantage that we have
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had commercially and industrially for so many years.
That advantage is now gone, and the government
should hang its head in shame. Not only has it
contributed to that huge unemployment rate, but to put
the burden on so many families, so many households
and so many businesses is just completely
unconscionable. The government, as I said, should hang
its head in shame.
There are so many things that I could talk about in
relation to the way this government has conducted
itself — the lies, the mistruths and the misleading. It is
just appalling. It is led by the Premier himself, who
took this once proud Labor Party into the gutter during
his years in opposition, wallowed around in that gutter
during the campaign period and has really achieved not
much more to highlight any redeeming qualities of
himself or his government over the last three and a half
years. People are suffering to an extreme level. People
are less safe than they were three and a half years ago.
People’s bills are higher than they were three and a half
years ago. People are sitting in traffic more than they
were three and a half years ago.
While I hear the sycophantic backbenchers in here talk
about how great the government’s budget is, they might
try getting out and talking to those who have been
bashed — victims of crime and victims of serious
assault — as the crime rate has escalated. They should
talk to those who are sitting in their cars day after day
on the Monash Freeway, on the Eastern Freeway, on
the Western Ring Road and on the West Gate
Freeway — those people who cannot move because
this government spent $1.3 billion to scrap a road
project. It is just unbelievable. They should also get out
and talk to those people in their homes who are
struggling every day with growing bills and who are
really concerned about how they are going to get by
day to day. This is a poor budget coming from a poor
government, and throwing out sweets at the 11th hour
just is not going to cut it.
Ms KAIROUZ (Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation) (12:47) — It is an
absolute pleasure to rise today to make a contribution
on the Andrews government’s 2018 budget, and I start
by commending both the Treasurer and the Premier on
delivering an outstanding budget that gets things done,
that makes things fair and that delivers to all Victorians,
regardless of what the member for Warrandyte was
saying. Let me just put on the record, member for
Warrandyte, that we have been getting around and we
have been talking to all communities, and let me tell
you one thing: they have never mentioned you once.
They have never spoken about you. In fact they do not
even know who you are, so you are irrelevant.
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But nevertheless, I am here to talk about the 2018
budget. I will start by talking about some of the
fantastic initiatives that I have delivered in my
portfolios, and I will also speak about the fantastic
initiatives in my electorate of Kororoit and in the
western suburbs. I will start with local government.
Local government plays an important role in our state,
and the sector delivers ratepayers with key health and
infrastructure services. It also plays a vital role in
planning and building control and waste and
environment management. Our councils employ over
500 000 Victorians, and I am proud of the investment
that the Andrews Labor government has made in the
local government sector over the past four years.
There is so much to do, and I am absolutely pleased to
say that with this budget we are getting things done.
The budget provides an investment of $70 million to
help support two key projects: the Growing Suburbs
Fund (GSF), which we have heard about; and the rural
and regional councils transformation project, which is a
new fund that I will speak a little bit about later.
Over the past four years the Growing Suburbs Fund has
gone from strength to strength. The fund provides
much-needed support for our 10 interface councils —
Casey, Cardinia, Yarra Ranges, Nillumbik, Mitchell,
Whittlesea, Mornington Peninsula, Hume, Melton and
Wyndham — and it helps these councils build
community infrastructure to support their rapidly
growing populations. As the member for Kororoit, I
know how much these projects help my community.
This year the state budget provided $50 million to
continue the Growing Suburbs Fund, and this is in
addition to the $25 million committed for 2018–19 in
the previous state budget, increasing the total funding in
2018–19 to a record $75 million.
This additional funding is expected to enable about
40 community infrastructure projects to be funded
across Melbourne’s interface areas. Since its
establishment in 2015 the Growing Suburbs Fund has
supported 116 projects, representing a total
infrastructure investment of $362.1 million and creating
more than 3900 local jobs. Currently 44 projects have
been completed and 32 have now commenced
construction, with the remainder due to begin before the
end of the year. This is 116 projects more than were
funded by those opposite, who did nothing for the
suburbs for four years — absolutely nothing. We have
already seen some wonderful examples of innovative
community infrastructure being supported through this
fund. I have been able to visit many of these projects
and I know that other members have also seen projects
firsthand. They have seen how these projects are
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helping some very, very important communities that
need government support.
Earlier this year we saw the Barry Road Community
Activity Centre, for example, which was opened by the
member for Thomastown. This centre is a $3.7 million
project delivered in partnership with the Whittlesea
City Council and it will service the needs of so many in
the Whittlesea community. It will enable the council to
meet the growing demand for community meeting
space and allow for an expansion of vital council
community services. Another GSF project that I have
had the pleasure of attending this year is the Williams
Landing Reserve Integrated Sports and Community
Hub. This is a $3.8 million project which will be
delivered in partnership with the Wyndham City
Council. I look forward to the government being able to
support many more important projects like these
through the next round of the Growing Suburbs Fund,
which has already opened with projects due to be
announced sometime in the middle of the year.
I am absolutely delighted that this government has
committed $20 million to fund the rural and regional
council transformation program. As the local
government minister this program is very close to my
heart as I understand the unique challenges that rural
and regional councils face. Our rural and regional
councils have lower populations spread across larger
areas compared to their urban counterparts and as a
result these councils face higher service delivery costs
and greater pressures from their communities to fill
service and infrastructure gaps. They are also key
employers in their local communities so their long-term
sustainability is absolutely vital.
Last year the state budget allocated $1 million to the
rural and regional councils sustainability reform
program, and we used this funding to create a report
which identified the barriers to sustainability and
proposed options to deliver long-term financial
operational sustainability for rural and regional
councils. This work was completed under the guidance
of an exceptionally qualified steering committee, and I
would like to acknowledge and thank the members of
the committee for their hard work and dedication.
Thanks to their work we were able to use hard
evidence and credible policy rationale to allocate
$20 million to progress regional service delivery and
shared services in rural and regional Victoria. This
kind of funding has never been available to rural
councils before and I look forward to engaging with
these councils to help them deliver exceptional
services to their communities. I would particularly like
to give a big shout-out and say thank you to Rural
Councils Victoria for their advocacy in this area. Their
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knowledge of the issues that face rural councils is
unrivalled and thanks to their hard work projects like
this one have been able to get off the ground.
I would like to now turn my attention to my consumer
affairs portfolio. We have delivered our election
commitment to work with stakeholders and introduce a
mandatory statutory registration scheme for engineers,
which was debated just recently in the Parliament.
Under this scheme we are delivering on our
commitment to work with other jurisdictions to deliver
a nationally consistent registration scheme for engineers
backed by $2.8 million in funding for 2018–19 and
$3.1 million in funding for 2019–20. This government
registration scheme for engineers will reduce the risk of
engineering work being undertaken by unqualified
engineers and ensure confidence in national and
international markets in the qualifications and
experience of Victorian engineers.
This scheme comes at an important time for Victoria as
we continue to invest an average of $10.2 billion a year
over the budget and forward estimates in infrastructure
projects for our cities, our towns and our regional
communities. The scheme is also ensuring the biggest
infrastructure pipeline in the state’s history, supported
by highly qualified and registered professionals. It is a
big win for Victoria’s consumers and engineers alike,
and I look forward to seeing the commencement of this
scheme in due course.
The budget for consumer affairs continues to work in
supporting Victoria’s consumers, with $39 million
going towards supporting the vulnerable in our
community. Of this, $8.8 million will go towards
financial counselling, which will assist 32 000 people
experiencing financial hardship. An additional
$1.5 million will fund family violence financial
counselling. This is a specialist counselling program
and is critical in supporting those facing financial
abuse and is a key response to the recommendations of
the Royal Commission into Family Violence. We have
also committed $4.4 million to support vulnerable
tenants and consumers through the tenancy and
consumer program.
We have budgeted $25 million in funding for
affordable housing grants from the Victorian Property
Fund (VPF). These grants will help to fund
community-led property projects, including affordable
housing for people who are on low incomes or who are
living in difficult circumstances, including women and
children who are fleeing family violence. Grant
applications for the VPF funding round are currently
being assessed and I certainly look forward to
announcing the successful applicants soon.
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I will quickly turn my attention to my portfolio of
gaming and liquor regulation. The 2018 budget provides
an additional $7 million to enhance the monitoring and
regulation of gambling and liquor activities in Victoria.
This includes $6 million to the Victorian Commission
for Gambling and Liquor Regulation (VCGLR),
comprising $5 million for the VCGLR to maintain and
improve its regulatory services and interventions and
$1 million for it to conduct the sixth review of the casino
operator and licence.
The $6 million provided to the commission adds to the
$11.3 million delivered in last year’s budget. This
$17.3 million is being used by the commission to
enhance its ICT systems, risk-based decision-making
and compliance and education activities, particularly in
regional Victoria. I am happy to advise that thanks to
this funding two VCGLR regional hubs have now been
launched — one in Ararat and the second in Sale.
Inspectors started working from these offices last
month and have commenced visiting licensed venues
and monitoring compliance by premises across eastern
and western Victoria. Being locally based means that
inspectors can build a strong relationship with local
licensees, councils and police. The government has
committed to fixing the botched merger of the
commission before we came into office so the funding
boost is helping them get back on track and restoring
confidence in our gambling and liquor regulator.
In the time that I have left to speak I would like to turn
my attention to my electorate of Kororoit. Since the
election of the Andrews Labor government in 2014 the
western suburbs and my seat have seen the largest
investment in services and infrastructure ever seen in
the west, and it is worth billions of dollars. Families in
Kororoit can be safe in the knowledge that they have a
good school close to home with nearly $1.3 billion
invested to build 28 new schools, upgrade 130 schools
and purchase land for 19 new schools around the state.
The building and planning work includes land
acquisition for the new Grasslands primary school and
the new Rockbank North primary school in my
electorate. An additional $5.6 million has been
allocated to Burnside primary school for its stage 2
construction. This is on top of the $13.2 million
provided in the previous state budget, with the school
ready to be opened at the start of next year. An
allocation of $500 000 has been made and provided to
the Catholic Regional College and $23 000 to
Rockbank Primary School as part of the Inclusive
Schools Fund.
This year’s budget includes a $644 million investment
in skills, including making TAFE free, giving more
Kororoit residents a chance to be able to train at TAFE
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and get the skills that they need to get a good job.
Thirty priority TAFE courses and 18 preapprenticeship
courses will be free and 30 000 new TAFE places will
be funded across Victoria. We are also seeing
$200 million being invested to build the new women’s
and children’s hospital at Western Health. In addition to
that, $29.6 million has been allocated to build a new
emergency department at Western Health.
Victorians will also be able to get home sooner with
more and more services, better stations and improved
public transport and of course better roads, particularly
along the western suburbs. As we have seen recently,
$700 million has been invested to upgrade the M80
freeway between Sunshine Avenue and Calder
Highway, and to upgrade the Taylors Road and Kings
Road intersection and remove the roundabout so that
residents and drivers will easily be able to navigate
through the traffic lights. And we have seen Christies
Road, Caroline Springs Boulevard and Western
Highway intersection upgraded to provide easy access
to transport and trains.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.
Ms KAIROUZ (Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation) (14:02) — What we
have also seen in the western suburbs is $1.8 billion
committed to the duplication and widening of western
arterial roads stretching from Werribee to Footscray.
We have seen the West Gate tunnel project being
constructed to remove 9000 trucks from our local
streets. A second river crossing from the West Gate
Freeway to the city is being built to reduce traffic
congestion, and there will be widening of the West
Gate Freeway from eight to 12 lanes.
In public transport we have seen the construction of the
new Caroline Springs train station — $75 million has
been invested in that; some $1.1 million has been
invested to upgrade the Deer Park train station; we are
upgrading the Rockbank station and building a new car
park; and $518 million has been invested to duplicate a
17-kilometre section of single track between Deer Park
West and Melton — this is to provide space for more
trains to run more often.
Kororoit residents also are getting their share of the
biggest investment in women’s and community sport in
the state’s history — $241.6 million, including
$100 million to improve facilities and access for
women. I recently visited the Caroline Springs Football
Club to announce $500 000 in funding to build
additional female change rooms. This is truly a Labor
budget that delivers on the things that matter most to
our state. It is a budget that delivers the things that are
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most important to the people of the western suburbs. I
am truly proud to be standing here, a member of the
Andrews Labor government, supporting this budget. I
certainly commend the Treasurer and the Premier on
delivering one of the finest budgets this state has ever
seen. This is a budget that gets things done and delivers
for all people.
Mr M. O’BRIEN (Malvern) (14:04) — In rising to
speak on the take-note motion I am able to address my
local electorate issues as the member for Malvern rather
than speaking on the budget as shadow Treasurer, as I
did on the Appropriation (2018–2019) Bill 2018 —
Ms Graley — That was some time ago now.
Mr M. O’BRIEN — That was some time ago,
member for Narre Warren South; you are quite right. I
have 15 minutes to discuss all the things that this
budget does for the electorate of Malvern, but I suspect
I am not going to have to take that much time. In fact
one very useful thing to do is to get all the budget
papers — the Treasurer’s speech, budget paper 2,
budget paper 3, budget paper 4 and budget paper 5 —
and put them all into one single PDF electronic
document, and then you can use control-F on your
computer and do a word search. I was taught to do that
by one of my staff. I put in the names of the suburbs in
my electorate. Throughout the entire 2018–19 —
Mr Richardson interjected.
Mr M. O’BRIEN — Well, I live in my electorate,
unlike many of your colleagues, member for
Mordialloc. In fact there is one thing that Liberal and
Labor members both agree on, and that is that Liberal
electorates are great places to live. I see the member for
Narre Warren South smiling at that. She knows Liberal
electorates are great places to live too.
Before I was rudely interrupted I was talking about
doing a control-F word search of the entire set of budget
documents. There were only two mentions of my
electorate. One was in relation to building works going
on at Malvern Primary School — $3.9 million — which
were funded by me in my last budget when I was
Treasurer. The other mention was on page 83 of budget
paper 4, and it was the Glen Iris fire station rebuild. This
was a project that was funded initially under us. It was
taken over by the Labor government and was botched. I
am not going to attribute political blame to Labor, but
the fact is that the project was badly botched. They built
a new fire station, but some genius decided not to make
the foundations strong enough to actually support fire
trucks. So they had to pull the entire new fire station
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down, jackhammer up all the concrete foundations that
had been laid and rebuild it all.
The only two projects that are actually funded in this
entire 2018–19 budget in my electorate of Malvern are
projects that were initially funded under the former
coalition government. So when I say that there is
nothing in this budget for the people of Malvern except
higher taxes, I am absolutely accurate.
What about the other schools in my electorate? What
about Armadale Primary School? What about Lloyd
Street School? What about Malvern Central School?
What about Malvern Valley Primary School? They get
nothing — no capital growth for them. There is not
even any significant maintenance funding for them. I
have got schools in my electorate that have toilets
which, frankly, parents are very concerned about
sending their kids to. I have had one school write to me
noting in relation to the bathrooms that:
Bathrooms are over 35 years old, and are in a poor state of
repair … Unpleasant odours, grime and mould is now
ingrained and cannot be removed, and partitions are damaged
beyond repair. Assessment by a registered builder indicates
full replacement …

is required.
That school gets nothing — not a cracker — out of this
Labor budget. It is actually quite ironic when you think
that the Labor government have put more money into
putting the Education State slogan onto numberplates
than they have actually spent in this budget on my
schools. They are far more interested in political spin
and political advertising than they are in actually
delivering for any of the schools in my electorate.
In the adjournment debate, I have previously raised
with the Minister for Education the issues facing
Malvern Valley Primary School, which is going
through a period of growth. I simply sought some
funding for the creation of a master plan to
accommodate that school’s future growth. It was not
even asking for money straightaway to rebuild or to
expand or extend — it was simply asking for money to
undertake the planning work for what would be
necessary. What do we get from the Deputy Premier?
What do we get from the Minister for Education? We
get a smarmy, politically laden response that does not
address the issue at all and simply attempts to take pot
shots at me and the Liberal Party. That is not the job of
the Minister for Education. There are members in this
place on both sides who raise real issues of importance
to their communities and to the schools in their
electorates, and they deserve the decency of an honest
reply and a responsive reply, not something drafted by
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some 22-year-old part-time uni student who thinks that
taking shots at the opposition is an appropriate way to
respond to an adjournment debate. That is not
appropriate at all.
Of course this is the fourth and, God willing, the final
budget of this Andrews Labor government, so let us
look at what it promised before the election. When it
came to my electorate there was only really one thing it
promised. The government said, ‘Oh, we’re going to
remove that Toorak Road level crossing. It’s a terrible
level crossing. It blocks up access to and exit from the
Monash Freeway and delays cars. It’s dangerous and
we’re going to remove it’. What has happened? A big
fat zero is what has happened. There has been
nothing — not a single bit of work has been done — to
progress the removal of the Toorak Road level crossing.
Labor made only one promise before the last election in
relation to my electorate and they have failed to deliver
even that.
Worse still, I asked the Minister for Public Transport
about this project some time ago. I said, ‘Can the
minister at least give my community the assurance that
she will rule out a sky rail for the Toorak Road level
crossing removal?’. The minister would not even do
that. She would not even rule out sky rail. My
constituents face the prospect of sky rail being imposed
on them, just as many other people around this state
have woken up to find that what they were promised,
which was a road-under-rail solution, is not being
delivered. Rather this government has ripped them off
and left them with a permanent blight on the
community through ugly sky rail, which nobody voted
for, instead of the promised removal of level crossings
by putting the rail under the road.
While we are on the topic of the Monash Freeway,
noise walls are perhaps great examples of how this
government just keeps getting it wrong. Under the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety, VicRoads decided
to remove noise walls along the Monash Freeway. They
said, ‘Oh, they’re really not up to standard. They’re not
great’. And we thought, ‘Well, that’s okay. I can
understand that. Certainly there are problems with noise
on the Monash Freeway and if the government is
planning to put in new and better noise walls with better
attenuation, that’d be a good thing’. And we waited,
and there was an enormous gap in tackling the noise
walls on the Monash Freeway. VicRoads had pulled the
old noise walls down and nothing was happening.
Residents raised things with me, and I wrote to the
minister and I wrote to VicRoads and asked, ‘What’s
happening? Why have you not replaced the noise walls
you took down?’. They said, ‘Oh, we don’t have the
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budget to do it’. So they have got the budget to take
down noise walls on the Monash Freeway on the basis
that they could be better, but they do not have the
money to actually replace them with better noise walls.
They have made it worse. My residents would have
been far better off if the old noise walls were just left
there until the government worked out if it had the
money to replace them with something better. To
replace something which is not great with zero and then
have a six-month, nine-month, 12-month gap until they
did something about it is just ridiculous. This is what
my electorate has to put up with because we have a
government that does not care and does not have the
capacity or the competence to get even the basics of
governing right.
I have had to write to the Minister for Public Transport
about the lack of tactile surfacing at Darling station and
East Malvern station. These are very serious safety
issues. We had a tragic event some years ago at
Heyington station where a young man was running for
a train and fell between the platform and the train and
died. The devastation wrought on his family and his
friends and the community was severe and ongoing. I
have met with the parents of that young man and I have
seen how they have suffered. I admire them in the
courage they have shown, because they have made it a
crusade, if you like, to say, ‘We don’t want any other
family to go through what we have gone through, and
we’re going to fight to try and get that station fixed’. It
took longer than ideally it should have, but the fix was
put in place. The safety of Heyington station and the
size of the gap between the platform and the trains was
fixed and the barriers were relocated to try and
discourage people from making that bolt for a train,
which were the circumstances which led to this tragic
death. We do know the consequences of problems in
station safety, and they can be terrible consequences.
I have written to the minister regarding the lack of
tactile services — that is, the plastic dotted surfaces on
concrete platforms to provide better grip. They are also
used by people with vision impairment. I note the
minister said she would look into it. I think we need
more than looking into it. I think when it comes to
safety around trains we need to do more than look into
it, we need to act on it and we need to act on it quickly
because we do know the consequences of tragic
accidents and nobody wants to see that happen at all.
Living in my electorate and being a part of it I am very
involved with some of the local sporting clubs, more as
a supporter and sponsor than a participant — people
would rapidly come to that conclusion — particularly
the junior clubs. We have a lot of great junior netball
clubs, junior basketball clubs and junior footy clubs.
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They are great clubs. In terms of AFL we have got the
Glen Iris Gladiators, we have got the East Malvern
Knights and we have got the Prahran footy club —
even though it is named after the neighbouring
electorate, it is actually located just on my side of the
road so I will claim it as well. We have got three great
junior footy clubs in my electorate but they do not get
any support from the government. They are growing.
They need better access to ovals. The girls’ junior
football is growing at a massive rate, and that is a
fantastic thing, but they cannot get access to the ovals
they need to be able to give the girls’ teams a fair go.
When we go to government and ask for support for
junior sporting clubs the government says, ‘Well, we’ve
just given $225 million to the AFL to renovate Etihad
Stadium’, because they want to have a pillarless
ballroom to host the Brownlow Medal. For this Labor
government it is more important for the AFL to get a
taxpayer cheque for $225 million so they can build a
ballroom at Etihad than it is for local junior sporting
clubs to be able to get access to grounds, to be able to
get access to decent change facilities and to be able to
get access to lights on the grounds so they can get
extra use. If anything sums up the fact that this
government has got the wrong priorities and this budget
has got the wrong priorities, it is that. If you wanted to
sum up the essence of it, that is it. This is a government
that thinks it is a better use of taxpayers money to hand
out a massive cheque to the AFL to build a ballroom
than it is to support community, grassroots junior sport
to fix a change room.
As I said, my constituents get nothing out of this budget
except for tax. Malvern contributes its fair share —
some would say more than its fair share — to the tax
revenue of this state. It is not unreasonable to expect
that we get some sort of return. Well, we are not seeing
any increase in police numbers in Malvern. We have
seen crime go up, particularly in the 3145 postcode of
Malvern East and the 3146 postcode of Glen Iris, which
I share with the member for Burwood, where we have
seen high double-digit increases in crime. Our
community is not safer than it was four years ago, our
community is not better than it was four years ago, our
community is paying more than it did four years ago
and our community is more congested than it was four
years ago. If that is the test of a government and
whether a government has done the right thing by a
community, it is a test that this government has failed.
In taking note of the budget papers, I note that this is a
budget that gives nothing to the people of my
electorate other than higher financial burdens and
higher household costs. It is a budget which has missed
opportunities to look after the grassroots in favour of
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the top end of town. It is a budget that does nothing to
try to improve community safety. It is a budget that
does not reduce congestion. It is a budget which fails
those fundamental tests. I cannot commend this budget
because, speaking as the local member, it is a budget
which has let down badly the people of the electorate
of Malvern.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) (14:19) — In
what will be my last budget reply — or contribution on
the take-note motion for the 2018–19 budget papers, as
is the title of the debate here this afternoon — with the
indulgence of the house I will reflect on some history
and my experience of budgets in this place. I recall, in
my very first term, the Bracks-Brumby governments
allocating funding for some land and then building the
Alkira Secondary College. The local community were
very ardent in campaigning to get this school, and they
were very fortunate that they had a Labor government
that was buying land and building schools in
Melbourne’s south-east. In fact Alkira Secondary
College was the ninth school that had been built in the
Narre Warren South electorate, all of them by Labor
governments. I have to say that Alkira Secondary
College is now a great school. It has got terrific
learning spaces and innovative pedagogical practices.
It is a school of choice, and it is a terrific, proud
community school.
I have to contrast that with the experience of being in
opposition and watching those opposite. We have just
heard the member for Malvern doing another audition
to be Leader of the Liberal Party. But I remember when
they were in power and the first budget from the
member for Rowville, who is now one of these elder
statesmen and who somebody called ‘deadwood’ in the
Sunday Age. It was not me who called him deadwood
but a member of his own party. I remember that when
we did a check on what was in that budget, after we had
worked out that they had slashed the education
maintenance allowance and taken Free Fruit Friday out
of schools, we discovered that not once did the member
for Rowville — who was the Treasurer at that time —
use the word ‘jobs’.
What a contrast it is when we see a budget that is
full-on about jobs for Victorians. Jobs were not worthy
of mention during the dysfunctional, disunified,
dithering years of the Baillieu-Napthine governments,
but in our budget they are front and centre. As I said
before, not one new school was built in my electorate
during the previous government, despite the growth and
the baby boom in the area during that time. A school
was earmarked for an area and could be found in the
Melway, and it was being mentioned on estate
developers billboards in an area that was surrounded by
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primary schools — some of them with over
1000 students — but the previous government did
nothing. It was only when we were elected back into
government that funding was allocated for land and the
building of the school, which has now opened in
Cranbourne North and is a very good school called
Tulliallan Primary School. It is a school that is really
dedicated, as we want every school in Victoria to be, to
making sure that it develops happy, resilient and
responsible students.
The contrast is night and day, cheese and chalk. They
did nothing, and we have had to come back into
government and do the heavy lifting in rebuilding the
state and putting jobs at the forefront of our policy
thinking. Since coming to government Labor has
invested more than $3.8 billion to improve classrooms,
upgrade facilities and build new schools across the
state. It is really in stark contrast to the Liberals and The
Nationals, who left our schools to crumble and decay
while slashing $1 billion from the education system.
The Labor government’s school building program,
since it has been on this side of the house, has delivered
more than 1300 school upgrades and 70 new schools,
and not just in the electorate of Narre Warren South but
across the state.
Another important aspect of building new schools is
that it has created more than 5000 construction jobs for
Victorians. The commitment by our government to
education has another amazing effect in that it ensures
young apprentices and tradesmen — the families of
Narre Warren South — get up in the morning, drop
their kids off at the new school and go to a job down
the road to build another new school. So it is very
important that we keep this going, and in this year’s
budget the message has been sent loud and clear.
Students across Victoria will have better classrooms in
new schools and in growing suburbs and towns. This is
the largest investment in school buildings in our state’s
history. The government is investing a record
$1.25 billion as part of this year’s budget to build and
upgrade schools across Victoria as part of our
commitment — and I do talk about this a lot, but it is
part of our commitment — to making sure that every
child has a great local school to attend, and this
$1.25 billion does include $353.2 million to plan and
build brand-new schools across Victoria and
$180.8 million to plan and upgrade schools across
regional and rural parts of the state. When some of
those opposite come into this chamber and chant about
the fact that we are not caring about rural and regional
areas, there is a massive school building program going
on out there right across Victoria. In my local area —
not quite in my local electorate, but where some of the
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kids from my electorate go — there will be new schools
at Casey Fields (Five Ways) primary school and Clyde
north-east primary school.
We know when these kids go to school that because of
the commitments in this budget they will not go on an
empty tummy; they will be able to access breakfast
clubs. They will be fully kitted out because their parents
will be able to get some support with the uniform fund.
It is a sad day when kids sit in a classroom and have
difficulty reading what is on the whiteboard or on their
screens in front of them, so it is very important that the
program provides glasses for children, which is greatly
appreciated by parents who do face some very
expensive costs in sending their children off to school,
especially after the Christmas-New Year period and the
holiday period. Their children can go to school, as I
said, with a full tummy, kitted out correctly and with
their glasses on if they need them. This is a tremendous
education budget.
I recently took the time to re-read the 2017–18 Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee transcripts and
peruse some of the 2018–19 transcripts that are
available online. I must say that I would not advise it if
you were doing it just before you go to bed. You could
nod off with the repetition of the member for Kew, who
keeps on talking about Marxist ideology — that is
constantly through the transcripts — but they are a bit
alarming because what is obvious from the transcripts is
that those opposite do not have a vision for education
going forward. They are involved in this incredible
cultural war where these crusaders are coming in from
some fundamentalist churches and trying to take over
their party. This actually means that they do not have a
plan for the future education of our children in this state.
I do want to refer to a quote that I like. It is by the
French economist — I know those across the table may
not be as big a fan of him as I am — Thomas Piketty,
who has written a book entitled Capital in the
Twenty-first Century. I am sure the member for
Essendon, if he were here, would be going, ‘Yes, him’.
He actually talks about the fact that wealth and income
inequality can create some serious social problems and
serious social dislocation. He actually says, and this is a
quote from his book:
The main force pushing toward reduction in inequality —

because an unequal society is not a prosperous
society —
has always been the diffusion of knowledge and the diffusion
of education.
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That is my strong belief. Providing children with an
education and providing parents with the knowledge
that their children are receiving the best education in
every classroom is the sort of investment that a
government needs to make, but it is providing the
impetus and the tools to address a whole lot of other
issues that may confront them, especially in an
increasingly globalised economy.
It is terrific to see in this budget that we have got a
$26 million commitment to enhance vocational
education in schools, $50 million to deliver up to
1700 Head Start apprenticeships and traineeships at
100 secondary schools and also some money in there to
make, yes, TAFE free. I know that those opposite have
gotten up and said, ‘There’s nothing for me in this
budget, there’s nothing for my electorate in this
budget’, but I reckon there would be some people even
in Malvern sitting around thinking, ‘This is a really
good opportunity for my son or daughter to go to
TAFE, access a free TAFE place and get set on a
course to skill them up and maybe do an
apprenticeship’.
Some of these new training packages offer you a
pathway not just to the coalface of a construction site or
a workshop; they actually offer you a pathway to
becoming a project manager on site or being a teacher
in the future in the TAFE sector. I think these are the
sorts of professions that maybe some of the people in
Malvern and Kew and Hawthorn would like their
children involved in. There is certainly nothing wrong
with that, I can assure you.
It is very important that we invest in our TAFE system,
but there are a lot of kids that are struggling in our
schools, and that is because there are a lot of things
happening in young people’s lives a lot of the time. One
of the very important commitments in this budget is the
extension of the rollout, with an additional
$144 million, of the Navigator system. When we came
into government there were 10 000 students who we
did not know where they were or what they were doing.
We have all seen them hanging around street corners,
although we do not want to sound patronising about
that. This system is about getting kids back into
schools, back into training and back into
apprenticeships and providing them with a pathway to
get a job in the future.
I have got to say there are some people who are highly
critical of keeping kids at school. I am not one of them.
You stay at school and you have a much, much better
chance of a happy, successful, healthier and more
prosperous life. I truly hope that if those opposite ever
get over to this side of the house, they do not underfund

BUDGET PAPERS 2018–19
1908

ASSEMBLY

this Navigator program, because it is an amazing
program. It has already got nearly a thousand students
back into our school system and they are now on the
right track to having good lives.
The next thing I would like to say is that this budget has
a huge commitment to international education and
inclusive education. Those two things are both about
making sure that kids get extra support and
extracurricular activities in great new classrooms that
are set up to make sure that kids with special needs or a
disability feel at home and are really ready to learn. In
the international education space we actually provide
students with experiences like the Victorian Young
Leaders to China program; that experience will be
extended to include the Young Leaders to India
program. We want our kids who have aspirations to
work in a global economy, who speak Mandarin, who
speak Hindi, to actually go out there and work in the
international relations area. These are very strong
investments by this government.
As the Treasurer said when he was concluding his
remarks, this is a budget that is a blueprint for
Victoria’s future. It is about making sure that we create
jobs; it is about making sure that we invest in all
Victorians. From where I sit and having looked at many
budgets — I think this is the 12th budget that I have had
the honour of talking about and being part of — this is a
bonzer budget. I commend the work of the Treasurer.
Mr PESUTTO (Hawthorn) (14:34) — I am very
pleased to be able to rise today and speak on the 2018–
19 budget. As shadow Attorney-General I will focus
mainly on justice portfolio issues, but I will also talk
about the treatment of my electorate of Hawthorn under
this budget and the preceding three budgets of this
government.
What I can say about this budget is it is an admission of
failure in the justice space. The Premier has a
responsibility to keep Victorians safe, but this budget is
an admission that he has not done that. In fact this
budget proves yet again that along with his soft
sentencing policies, his weakening of bail laws, his
weakening of police powers and his ignorance of the
need to support victims, this government has failed to
keep Victorians safe.
What I will go on to argue is that the Liberal-Nationals
coalition under the Leader of the Opposition will
present a real alternative for the Victorian people at the
next election. When we approach the next election we
will be offering Victorians a choice. You can have a
choice under this government. Under the Premier the
choice is a government that will put the rights of
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offenders first. Under the Leader of the Opposition and
the Liberal-Nationals what we commit to doing is
putting the rights of victims and community safety first.
This budget, when we look at the output initiatives, is
an admission that the government is desperate to try
and play catch-up on a system it has run down. When
you look at all of the indices of how well we have been
going over the last three and a half years, crime is up —
we know that. Burglaries are up by over 60 per cent and
assaults, up 31 per cent. The Premier has led a
government that has put the rights of perpetrators first.
Instead the Liberal-Nationals under the Leader of the
Opposition will put your rights first and the rights of
community safety and victims first.
If we look at some of the big-ticket items, for example,
what it also shows is that the government has a split
personality on justice issues. It always has. We know
that the Minister for Police and the Attorney-General
have often been at war over how to conduct justice
policy. We know that. We are seeing it now. For all of
the tough talk about how the government was going to
crack down on violent offenders who assault first
responders like paramedics and police — they were
tough two weeks ago — only the Leader of the
Opposition and the Liberal-Nationals will produce
policies that genuinely put paramedics and police
officers first.
The Premier is going soft on legislation which he
promised to put before this Parliament so that
paramedics and police officers could be better
protected. I want to say directly to paramedics and
police officers: the Liberal-Nationals under the Leader
of the Opposition will put you first.
When we look at the output initiatives, the key ones
really bear this out. Support for victims: very modest
support for victims, only around $10 million or less
over the next two years. We know that our justice
system under this government has let victims down.
They are ignored in the trial process; they are treated
sometimes disdainfully by people running trials, and I
know that because I speak to many victims. Victims
deserve to be put first.
But we need to spend a few moments looking at what
the government has done in relation to prosecution
services, where it has committed around $22 million
over four years; and police prosecutors, where it is
promising to spend around $90 million over those four
years. Most of that money is back-ended, so very little
money flows in year one or two of the forward
estimates. But why did it get to this stage? It is because
the government has not planned. Not only has the
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government weakened the very system that it is trying
to patch up, but it has not planned and is now promising
to make a massive investment in prosecutors to try and
beef up a system that it has let run down.
We are not going to see any change for a long time. Our
prosecution service does need to be toughened up. We
know there have been very many public cases where
victims and their families have been left traumatised by
the trial process itself, where they have been ignored,
where plea bargains have been done without any
consultation with them. We have made a commitment
that if we are elected we want to see a much tougher
approach in our prosecution services.
We welcome the addition of resources, but those
prosecutors and the investigators who support them
need to understand that our justice system must put
community safety and victims first. I do hope and trust
that the new Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP),
whom we wish all the best, the new chief Crown
prosecutor and Crown prosecutors who will be
appointed are able to operate within that environment
independently. I cannot emphasise enough how
important independence is for the DPP and the
prosecutors who are there to support her and the Office
of Public Prosecutions, which is supposed to support
her. I just want to emphasise that independence is very
important. I encourage Crown prosecutors and I
encourage the DPP and the chief Crown prosecutor to
assert their independence and not be guided by any
influences that seek in any way to qualify or fetter that
very important independence. That is very important.
In terms of police prosecutors, we welcome those, but
again it is too little, too late. The system has been run
down over four years. So in terms of output initiatives
in the justice space, it is an admission that the
government has not seen growth in volume before our
courts, particularly the Magistrates Court, as needing
urgent attention. We see that now. When we look at the
output initiatives for courts we see an announcement
that we welcome but criticise for being far too late: the
addition of 18 magistrates, three for the bail and remand
court and 15 for more general cases in the criminal
division of the Magistrates Court; two extra County
Court judges; and a Supreme Court judge. They are
obviously necessary given growth in population and the
skyrocketing crime rates we have seen over the last two
to three years in particular. But what we really need to
see with the addition of these resources is that delays
are actually reduced in our court system.
The government has completely mismanaged volume
in our system to the point where people are on remand
for far longer than they should be. People are awaiting
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trials for far longer than they should be. All of those
things can be fixed. They should have been fixed three
years ago, and yet the government is coming into this
place for this year’s budget saying, ‘Oh, we recognise
the problem’. But what I say is that as much as we
welcome these resources, they have to result in a
reduction in delays in our court system.
We know that many people offend while on bail, and
we have seen that. Under this government we have seen
figures as high as 25 per cent of secondary bail-related
offences in 2016 alone. That is an enormous number of
offences in Victoria that involve people breaching some
aspect of their bail. That has to be fixed, and those extra
resources have to produce results.
So the government talks a big game, but we will
actually need to see some results on all of that. Not only
do we need to see reductions in delays; we need to see
an improved performance in the system, and that is
what the government has completely mismanaged.
When we look at crimes against the person, we even
see in this year’s performance statement, in chapter 2 of
budget paper 3, that the government will again fail to
meet its target for crimes against the person per
100 000 population. It will do that. Perceptions of
safety — the perception of the proportion of people
satisfied with policing services — is down this year. In
terms of those performance measures the government is
failing, but it is also failing because when we look at
other performance measures, and in particular the rate
of return to prison within two years of discharge, that
number is still higher than it was when the previous
coalition government left office. Forty-two per cent of
people leaving jail are reoffending within two years of
being let out. We know that people on community
correction orders and non-custodial orders are
reoffending at much higher rates.
Nobody should be fooled by the change in accounting
rules which has produced a reduction in the nominal
figure on page 276 of budget paper 3 from 33 per cent
to 16.1 per cent. The figure remains high. We know that
anecdotally and also when we measure against past
accounting rules. What I would say to the government
is it is being very cute because it has maintained the
figures for earlier years and only adopted the new
accounting rules, which produce a convenient reduction
in the nominal figure, for the current year and next year.
They all need to be measured against the same
accounting standards. It is a matter of great concern that
for non-custodial offenders reoffending rates are going
up and remain very high. We also know that for the
completion of reparation orders and for the completion
of supervised court orders the numbers of people
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breaching them are increasing. So on all performance
measures the government is failing and failing badly.
This budget simply builds on three earlier failed
budgets against a government that weakened
sentencing, weakened bail and weakened police
powers. So what will we do? I want to say and make it
very clear today that a Liberal-Nationals government
under the Leader of the Opposition will fix our justice
system. We will toughen sentencing. We will make
sure that sentences fit the crime, particularly for those
who are most violent. We will introduce mandatory
minimum sentencing for our worst offenders, and we
will make sure that concurrent sentencing is scaled
back so that people serve time for every crime they
commit. We will also make sure that drug dealers
whose trafficking results in mass casualty events face
the full force of the law.
In bail we will overhaul the system so it is not just a
change in the law but a change in the culture. We are
going to make sure that there is a real and genuine
presumption of remand for our most violent people. We
are going to make sure that we have a ‘one strike and
you’re out’ policy. If you breach your bail, you will not
get it again. We will make sure that juveniles who
breach the conditions of their bail will be committing
an offence, unless they have got a good reason for not
complying with their bail.
We will make sure that victims are treated well in our
justice system for the first time. Under this government
they have been ignored. We will make sure that victim
impact statements can be a real testament for victims to
express their anguish and grief over the crimes their
loved ones or they themselves have felt. We will make
sure that prosecutors and investigators properly consult
with victims, and we will make sure that victims are
able to adequately access compensation from those who
cause such harm.
When it comes to police we will make sure that police
are given powers, whether it is for violent protesters,
who this government, under this Premier, has given a
green light to, or whether it is for gangs. Where this
government weakened anti-consorting laws, we will put
you first. We will make sure that those laws are
toughened up, and we will make sure that police are
properly resourced. We will also make sure that there is
better respect in our courts so that those who appear
before our judges and magistrates show respect. That is
the justice system you deserve, that is the justice system
you pay for and that is the justice system that the
Leader of the Opposition and the Liberal-Nationals will
deliver for you if we are elected later this year.
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In the minutes I have got left, I will talk about my own
electorate of Hawthorn. My electorate over the last four
budgets has received only $3.5 million for a school that
we promised $11 million for. Not one new dollar has
been allocated to my electorate of Hawthorn. Hawthorn
West Primary School is in desperate need of
refurbishment. Auburn High School has leaking roofs.
Its buildings are falling apart, and it has got nothing. I
say to the people of my electorate that the Andrews
Labor government has let you down. I will be fighting
for you and making sure that in future budgets you will
get the support you need. Those schools that are being
run down while other electorates get tens of millions of
dollars deserve better than that, and we will deliver that.
I can also talk about sporting clubs and community
groups that have received nothing. I could have had
more time to talk about my electorate.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr PESUTTO — I do not begrudge the schools in
marginal Labor seats that get so much money. I do not
begrudge that, but why do my schools get punished?
Why do the people I represent get punished? They
deserve support too, and the kids who go to those
schools deserve to be supported as well, yet this
government has completely betrayed them. We have
got schools where — you have to understand —
principals are trying to build enrolments. How do they
build enrolments in their schools when their buildings
are being run down, when taps do not work or when
there are massive and growing cracks in buildings?
As I said, Acting Speaker Williams, I do not mind that
your colleagues on your side of the house have schools
that are properly funded — more power to you — but
why does that mean that our schools have to suffer?
Why are we discriminated against, simply because we
represent them? Remember, your supporters go to these
schools too. For my schools, my community and the
leaders who are trying to do everything they can to
support their own communities to receive nothing —
absolutely nothing — apart from one small allocation to
a school, which was welcome but far short of the
$11 million I promised that school going in to the 2014
election, is a disgrace. So I say to the people of my
electorate: you deserve better, and you will get better
under us.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) (14:49) — I am
absolutely delighted to speak on the take-note motion
on the 2018–19 budget papers. We keep getting great
outcomes from Labor budgets, and I am absolutely
delighted that this budget continues to deliver for the
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people in and around my electorate. We only have to
have a look at the massive injection of funds for really
significant infrastructure projects and also services that
are so important for the thriving communities in the
northern suburbs.
The north-east link is a significant investment. We are
not just committed to the planning but we absolutely
make a commitment that in the first 100 days of a
re-elected Labor government work will start on actually
building the north-east link. We have got a great record
of delivering and doing what we say, and we certainly
mean what we say. Our record of actually delivering on
our commitments has been very well received by
communities right across the state, and I am absolutely
confident that the north-east link will be no different.
It is also about giving local streets back to the locals. In
terms of a few of the smaller streets that are going to be
seeing some very significant improvements, the Childs
Road duplication in Mill Park will include bridge
widening, the removal of roundabouts and the
installation of traffic lights. This has come as a great
relief to many people in my community who have to
battle the stalled traffic along that road, and this has
certainly been applauded. We are also funding the full
development of the Epping Road Epping to Wollert
duplication and, importantly, installing traffic lights
along the way. This is an absolutely important road to
connect to the Hume bypass and this will free up a lot
of the traffic that is now stuck in the growing
community that we have out that way around Wollert.
All in all, these are just some of the examples of the
$2.2 billion of investment from this budget in arterial
roads across Melbourne’s north.
Of course I do not want to forget Plenty Road, which
has received funding in previous budgets and continues
to receive support. The duplication and widening of that
road is now well underway and this again will make
significant improvements to the time spent on our
roads. At the end of the day it will free people up to
spend more time doing the things they love at home
with their families.
We also see in the budget additional train services,
which will be necessary because of the extension of the
train line from South Morang to Mernda. This is an
absolutely fantastic project and it goes to show that the
only above-ground rail extensions that have occurred
since the 1930s have been under Labor governments.
The last time there were major upgrades was the South
Morang extension and of course now we have the
Metro rail tunnel. It has been a long time since we had
major upgrades. It is only really Labor governments
that have delivered those in modern times. I am
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absolutely delighted that my community has been
benefiting from those great decisions.
Also we have planning underway with money put aside
for the purchase of three pieces of land in the suburb of
Wollert for two new primary schools and a new
secondary college. This is about planning now and
investing now for what we will need into the future.
Good governments do that and our government is doing
that. Our communities deserve to be sure that we are
confident and we are clear about where our priority
spend needs to go to ensure that we can actually
provide the services and the infrastructure that growing
communities need, and we are absolutely doing that for
my community.
We also have in the school space $200 000 to upgrade
Epping Secondary College. I just want to mention that I
was absolutely delighted to have been at Mill Park
Heights Primary School last week to open the fantastic
new permanent classrooms that have been installed
following a commitment by our government going into
the last election.
Free TAFE courses are absolutely vital for people in
my community to give them the full options that need
to be available so that they can get the best outcomes
and good jobs. No matter whether that is a trade or
industry learning pathway that they might want to
pursue or indeed university qualifications, all forms of
learning are encouraged, supported and valued by this
government. We are also making sure that we have the
skills needed as the workforce is joined by many young
people so that we can actually match workers to the
needs of our burgeoning infrastructure build. There are
many businesses out there that are doing a fantastic
trade creating thousands and thousands of jobs as a
result of our government’s commitment to growing the
economy and spending on major infrastructure projects
that are needed now and into the future.
In the few minutes that I do have left to speak, I want to
touch on some of the initiatives that are relevant to my
portfolio areas. As important as all these areas are, I do
want to mention some of the highlights. These really
just show you how committed we are as a government
to ensuring that we are delivering and that we
understand the issues right across government in all
types of areas that need attention and we have actually
got clear plans and are delivering on those.
In terms of the challenges of a changing energy system
with ageing infrastructure that is owned by private
businesses that are making decisions about closures of
infrastructure that provides important supply of energy
for us, it is absolutely incumbent on a responsible
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government to understand that planning and action are
required to ensure that Victoria continues to be able to
enjoy a reliable energy supply right into the future. That
is why to help meet the challenges that we are all
confronted with across the country and also globally in
terms of the change of energy mix that we are
confronting, we are helping Victorians get the best
outcomes they can in terms of prices on their energy
bills. That is why we have put aside $48 million that
will go towards encouraging people to access the
Victorian Energy Compare website. We know that
when people go to this website, seven out of
10 Victorians will find offers on the market that will
save them money on their energy bills. For us to
encourage Victorians to do that is the objective of this
initiative. We want to get them on the website to find
the best deal. On average a household can be saving up
to around about $300 simply by being able to access
that website. It is absolutely important in the market we
have that we encourage Victorians to get access to
those better offers to help reduce the pressure on their
energy bills.
Important also is that we are continuing the successful
Victorian Energy Upgrades program. This was under
threat of being axed by the previous government. Why
would they do that when we know that this program is
actually benefiting 20 000 Victorian businesses? Today
20 000 businesses are saving money — on average,
$4700 a year off their energy bills. In fact some
businesses are saving hundreds of thousands of dollars
off their energy bills every year. There is a long list of
these. One of them is one that I visited not all that long
ago, Metcash in Laverton North. They are absolutely
delighted that they have this program in place. We are
absolutely committed to ensuring that we have got the
programs and the real, tangible support that will make a
real difference to businesses and also of course to
households. Importantly also we have the continuation
of other programs, including the Boosting Business
Productivity program. Again that is where businesses
are actually really eager to be involved, and again that
is saving them significant dollars off their power bills.
These are just some of the ways that our government is
putting together and making available real, tangible
solutions and support to families in households and
businesses to manage their way through what is a very
difficult transition in our energy supply situation right
now. Importantly there are significant funds that
continue to be provided from government for the
Victorian renewable energy target scheme. Ultimately
we need to ensure that we actually have the
replacement energy supply coming to our system so
that we keep wholesale prices down as low as possible.
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Ultimately they are passed on to consumers through
their bills.
Growing the power supply in our state means that we
need to not just plan now but take action right now. I
am delighted to state clearly that under the effort of our
government in three and a half years we see now either
built and operating or under construction over
2000 megawatts of new energy supply in our state. That
would not have happened if it were not for this
government. There will be more to come. We have an
auction that is now under consideration. It has been a
very good auction process, with a lot of great bids
coming through. Once those announcements are made
in the coming months, we will see more energy supply
being delivered for our state, again putting downward
pressure on wholesale prices which then flow on to
everybody, businesses and families alike, and of course
there are thousands of jobs created from this.
In terms of the other area of my portfolio, the
environment and Parks Victoria in particular, under the
previous government Parks Victoria saw many, many
lean years when many families were visiting a lot of
parks for enjoyment only to find that they were
confronted with a lot of dilapidated facilities and in
some cases not even having park rangers there. Many
cuts were suffered under the previous government, and
we are taking steady and strong action to rebuild Parks
Victoria. This budget is delivering $70.6 million to help
secure the benefits of parks for all Victorians.
We are also dedicating $8.3 million towards protecting
Port Phillip Bay and more money for the broader
biodiversity that we need to protect, including
$1.3 million for the Good Neighbour program and
tackling the effects of feral horses in our alpine regions.
Up until recently we had bipartisan support for the
strategy across the two states of New South Wales and
Victoria. Unfortunately that has disappeared. Scientists
have spoken loud and clear about who is doing the right
thing in this area. I am absolutely delighted that this
government is doing the right thing to get that balance
right of ensuring that we protect what is the unique
ecosystem that we have, as unique as the Great Barrier
Reef and other places around the globe. We ought to be
proud of that, we ought to celebrate it and we ought to
protect it for future generations.
Climate change is an area that of course has received
some additional funds this year. On top of very
significant funds in previous budgets, there will be an
extra $1 million to maintain the momentum of climate
change action in Victoria. There is also $4.8 million
towards building Barwon South’s capacity to respond
to climate change. I know for a fact that the
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communities in the Barwon South region are absolutely
delighted as this was a priority of theirs identified
through the regional assemblies. It is one that we have
acquitted, as we have many other projects — in fact, all
but one project — identified right across all of the
regional and metropolitan partnerships assemblies that
have been held courtesy of our government’s efforts.
Another of the things that I want to touch on in the
short time that I have left is that $14.5 million has been
provided to support councils as they manage the
transition in renegotiating their recycling contracts after
a very, very difficult time with the decision of the
Chinese government to restrict the low-quality waste
that China is prepared to receive. This is an opportunity
for us to provide a robust set of responses and actions to
get the recycling industry onto a more sustainable
footing. That is a commitment that we have made
through a strategic plan.
Importantly I want to say that we also have $9.1 million
that will continue to be provided for the Illegal
Dumping Strikeforce, which is run by the Environment
Protection Authority Victoria in partnership with other
agencies to stop the scourge of illegal dumping. This
brings to a total of more than $80 million what has been
committed to waste reduction and resource recovery
during our four years in government, making this the
largest amount spent on waste compared to any
previous Victorian government in our history. I am
absolutely delighted with this budget — my community
is delighted — and I wish it well and a speedy passage
through the Parliament.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms NEVILLE
(Minister for Police).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(TERRORISM) BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 June; motion of
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General).
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) (15:05) — I am
pleased today to make some comments in support of
the Justice Legislation Amendment (Terrorism) Bill
2018 and at the outset set some context, I suppose, in
relation to this particular bill. I think we are very lucky
to live here in Victoria and Australia because by global
standards we are a safe and peaceful nation. But of
course we all know that the world changed really
fundamentally back in 2001 when there were terrorist
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attacks on American soil which are all burnt into our
memory. Since then there has been the creation of a
new generation of extremists, and sadly many of those
have been younger and younger.
We all understand that unfortunately here in Australia
we are not immune from terrorism. When you look at
the report of the expert panel, which was led by former
police chief commissioner Ken Lay and supported by
retired judge Justice David Harper, you see some key
findings in relation to where we sit. The one that caught
my attention is the remark on page 14 of that report,
which states:
In Victoria since September 2001, 39 people have been
charged with terrorism offences, 19 of whom have been
convicted. Victoria Police is currently monitoring
approximately 300 ’persons of interest’ who have been
identified as posing a potential security risk.

The panel also makes reference to the fact that:
… there have been five terrorist attacks in Australia, and
13 significant counterterrorism disruptions.

The panel members go to some of those very serious
events, including the very serious incident involving
Numan Haider, who was only 18 when he stabbed two
policemen in Melbourne. It also talks about a
17-year-old who became the subject of a very
significant and serious investigation as that individual
was planning to detonate homemade bombs in
Melbourne on Mother’s Day in 2015.
I remember, as the Minister for Police at the time, the
events which ultimately led to the arrest of Sevdet
Besim, who had very serious plans to run down and
behead a police officer at the Anzac Day service in
2015. Victoria Police — and we give them much
credit — and other intelligence agencies across
Australia worked very diligently to ensure that event
did not happen. We know that Mr Besim was
subsequently sentenced to 10 years in prison for that,
but I think the remarks of the presiding judge in that
case serve as a sobering reminder of the need for us to
remain vigilant. The judge said in terms of the
sentencing:
That Mr Besim was planning such an outrageous and
gruesome act of murder must terrify law enforcement officers
across this country, their loved ones and right-thinking
members of the community.

As a result of that experience and some subsequent
discussions we had with Victoria Police, I was very
pleased to lend my support through this government’s
investments to a very significant increase in
counterterrorism resources for Victoria Police. That
package of resources, valued at $49.4 million for
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Victoria Police, was announced on Wednesday,
25 November 2015. That investment has allowed
Victoria Police to hire 88 additional counterterrorism
specialists, including 40 dedicated sworn officers as
well as intelligence experts and forensic analysts. The
reality of this challenge for law enforcement is that it
requires a different type of specialist to perhaps what
was needed 10 years ago. It also requires particular
equipment, so part of that package was committed to
improve resources in this area for Victoria Police.
Overall, the government effectively doubled the
resourcing available to Victoria Police to do their very
complex work in terms of preventing, wherever they
can, terrorist attacks happening on our home soil.
Of course much has been spoken about in relation to the
Brighton siege that occurred last year and the
establishment of this panel in response to that. What we
have before us today by way of a bill is really the
government acquitting the recommendations made by
that panel. It is very important because it is very difficult
to strike the right measured balance, and this is what this
bill seeks to achieve by way of implementing the
recommendations that have been made to government.
I just want to go through some of those, and I am
conscious that I may not be able to get through all of
them. Ultimately the panel made 42 recommendations,
and the government accepted each of those in principle.
The bill gives effect to all the recommendations from
report 1 and recommendations 18 through 21 and
recommendation 24 of report 2. Some of those
recommendations are to amend the threshold test for
preventative detention for an imminent terrorist act to
specify an act that is capable of being carried out and
could occur within the next 14 days.
The bill also strengthens precharge preventative
detention laws in terrorism situations through the
establishment of a two-stage preventative detention
framework applying both to adults and children 14 years
and over. A police detention order will afford authorised
officers the ability to take a person into custody without
a court order or warrant for up to four days for an adult
or 36 hours for a child. These reforms, importantly, will
afford Victoria Police the ability to respond very quickly
and effectively to threats that may emerge with little or
no warning, and I think that that is important in the
context that many of these attacks are lone-wolf attacks
and a lot of the intelligence may actually come to our
law enforcement officers very quickly.
The bill also makes a series of changes to our current
bail and parole laws. As it currently stands, those who
pose a terrorism risk will not necessarily be charged
with a specific terrorist offence. This means that
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potentially dangerous individuals may still be eligible
for bail under our current laws. The bill will amend the
Bail Act 1977 so that an accused who has not been
charged with a terrorism offence but who may still
pose a terrorism risk will be subject to a presumption
against bail. That is all about keeping the community
safe. There are also new presumptions against the
granting of parole in this bill as well, which are an
important feature.
The bill also instigates a number of key reforms which
increase efficiency within our institutions to respond to
terrorism acts or threats. The bill establishes a single
process for the protection of counterterrorism
intelligence in substantive applications under the act,
allowing counterterrorism intelligence to be used in
court applications under the act while protecting it
against disclosure.
The threat of terrorism calls for an integrated response
where different jurisdictions, departments and bodies
work collectively in order to defuse potentially tragic
circumstances and prevent them from occurring. The
dissemination of information between different
jurisdictions is of crucial benefit in mitigating terrorism
activity. The bill builds upon the authorisations
established in the Corrections Act 1986 by clarifying
instances in which relevant persons can share
information for counterterrorism purposes. The bill also
affords power to the department, the Youth Parole
Board and members of the joint terrorism teams to
share information as it relates to the risk of terrorism
and children involved in the youth justice system.
Dangerous and high-pressure situations require swift
police action and in some instances may require the use
of lethal force in order to avoid further harm occurring.
These are obviously incredibly difficult conditions for
police to work under, and I think we do need to ensure
that they have a level of power to make quick decisions
and are confident in the action that they employ, but I
would not underestimate the complexity in relation to
this aspect of the bill and of course the decision-making
that will need to occur. It will need to be very careful.
In conclusion, I do want to refer to the
Attorney-General’s comments when he introduced this
bill. He did indicate that our counterterrorism laws need
to be ‘effective and agile’. He also said that the laws
need to remain ‘proportionate and measured’, and I
think that has been achieved in this legislation. I think
we all understand that the threat of terrorism is ever
evolving and we must remain vigilant. That is why this
legislation will ensure that we can equip both our law
enforcement officers and our justice system with the
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tools they need to minimise the risk to our community.
I commend the bill to the house.
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) (15:15) — I rise to
make a contribution on the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2018, otherwise known as
the terrorism bill. We know the main purpose of this
bill is to implement a range of changes to laws relating
to terrorism, which have arisen primarily from
recommendations out of the Expert Panel on Terrorism
and Violent Extremism Prevention and Response
Powers, also known as the Harper-Lay review.
The bill will authorise police to take an adult or a child
aged 14 years or above into custody and detain them
without charge under a police decision for up to four
days — for a child it is 36 hours — which is in addition
to what already exists for the Supreme Court in terms
of preventative detention. In relation to review of police
detention decisions, it provides for the involvement of
the Public Interest Monitor; for notification of decisions
to the Ombudsman, IBAC, certainly in the case of a
child the Commission for Children and Young People
and obviously the Department of Justice and
Regulation; for the entitlement to contact a legal
representative; and for oversight by the Victorian
Inspectorate. It also provides requirements for when a
person should be released.
The bill also removes the prohibition on questioning of
detainees so as to allow questioning during both police
and court-ordered detention on a similar basis as
currently exists under the Crimes Act 1958 in relation
to caution, legal representation, recording and other
areas. Again I think that is a commonsense approach in
this terrorism bill.
Most importantly it enables the Chief Commissioner of
Police — or deputy — to make an interim authorisation
of the exercise of special powers under the Terrorism
(Community Protection) Act 2003 without the
Premier’s approval if the Premier or the Premier’s
delegate is unable to be contacted. We have seen in
recent days in national newspapers regarding the
Bourke Street tragedy — obviously it is before the
court, so I will not be saying very much about it — that
it is critical that our communities can be confident that
decisions around community safety become the highest
priority and that decisions can be made in the absence
of senior figures. I think that is very important, and
these subtle changes will certainly help in that respect.
The bill also extends the application of special police
powers to protective services officers and, where
special police powers apply, creates an express power
for police to take control of an affected area and make
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directions as to the use of that area. Furthermore, the
legislation replaces the threshold for preventative
detention with the commonwealth threshold — that it is
capable of being carried out and could occur within the
next 14 days. It also provides for authorities to seek
from the Supreme Court a counterterrorism intelligence
protection order, which if granted will allow the
applicant to rely on protected intelligence information
when orders are sought without the information being
required to be disclosed to the respondent or their legal
representative. It will provide for closed court hearings
in relation to applications for a counterterrorism
intelligence protection order and for the appointment of
special counsel to represent the respondent’s interests at
such hearings.
The bill provides for Victorian Inspectorate oversight
of the use of police powers under the act, including
search warrant powers, special police powers and
police preventative detention powers. It also amends
the Bail Act 1977 to create presumptions against bail
for people considered to pose a terrorism risk and to
require bail decisions for such persons to be made by a
court — again another commonsense approach to
detaining people where there is obviously a risk, not
just a perceived risk but a chance that that risk could
take place.
It also provides that only a court can assess terrorism
risk information and determine whether a person poses
a risk of committing a terrorism or foreign incursion
offence or can grant bail for a commonwealth terrorism
offence. It introduces presumptions against parole and
in favour of the cancellation of parole, which is I think
critical in this area for prisoners who pose a terrorism
risk. It will provide for such decisions on parole to be
made by the serious violent offender or sexual offender
parole division of the Adult Parole Board of Victoria
under the two-tier decision-making process, with
similar presumptions against parole under the Children,
Youth and Families Act 2005 for young people who
also pose a terrorism threat.
We on this side of the house are not opposing the bill,
but we need to be very careful that we do not invest
excessive time in counterterrorism — which is
extremely high in the priorities; do not get me wrong —
at the expense of crime and violence in our
communities. We have been seeing an increase in crime
and violent crime over the last three years in our
communities because the crooks can beat the system
very easily. Committing a violent crime or home
invasion should be treated far more seriously than we
are currently treating it.
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Certainly in Wangaratta and the Ovens Valley the
crime rate continues to grow, and police tell me that
they are under-resourced and hamstrung by the
processes. So there certainly are some failings in this
area and, as I say, we need to focus on terrorism but
also violence in other parts of our communities as well.
We know that enough is enough — we need to toughen
up on violent crime. Jail should mean jail.
I am aware that consultation has taken place with the
Law Institute of Victoria, the Victorian Bar Council, the
Criminal Bar Association, Victoria Police and the
Police Association Victoria. I do have concerns that the
bill was promised a while ago and many of the
recommendations of Harper and Lay in the report still
remain unaddressed. The bill leaves unresolved the
issue of whether more measures can and should be
taken to facilitate the deradicalisation of young adults
accused of terrorism offences, who currently cannot be
engaged in deradicalisation moves until they have been
convicted. So there are some problems there. There is
uncertainty about the scope of special police powers to
direct people in an affected area and uncertainty about
how courts will apply the provisions intended to protect
terrorism risk information.
In Cobram, my home town — I was talking about
violence and crime — there has certainly been a spike
in burglaries, and I continue to meet with local traders
who certainly want more action from an
under-resourced police force.
Police powers and terrorism laws are very important,
but what is more important is that they can be used in a
timely matter and not after the fact. Feeling safe is as
important as being safe because you need to live your
life feeling safe and secure, not petrified, whether that
is in your own home or whether you are about to jump
on an aeroplane to go somewhere else — or a train or
a bus. For those who do get on a plane, train or bus,
terrorism is a real risk all over the world, but as
Victorians we are also mindful that just going to bed in
your own home at night should not leave you with the
same fear you have of international terrorism. With
those words, I certainly hope this bill will better equip
the government and the community to tackle terrorism
and that that will flow through to other violent attitudes
and behaviours in the community.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (15:22) — I am
delighted to make a contribution on the Justice
Legislation Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2018. The bill
that is before the house reflects the troubling times that
we are living in. I am of an age where, as I was growing
up, terrorism was associated with acts perpetrated by
the Irish Republican Army (IRA). You would be aware
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of various instances of terrorism, but you did not see
much of what was happening in Northern Ireland in
terms of the bombings themselves. As I recall, growing
up as a kid in the late 1970s and the early 1980s, you
often saw more about what had happened on mainland
England. Invariably the primary objective for the Irish
Republican Army at that stage was to cause economic
damage to the United Kingdom — to look at crippling
the economy or damaging the economy in such a way
as to highlight the cause of Irish Republicanism — and
invariably people were killed. A lot of innocent people
lost their lives in both England and Northern Ireland,
but it was almost a by-product of the act of terror. It
was different. I am not suggesting for a moment that it
diminished the loss or the pain and suffering of the
victims of the terror and the troubles experienced, but it
was very different to the world in which we live now.
I compare and contrast that to more recent events, as the
member for Williamstown indicated. I recall I was due
to lunch with the Consul General of the United States of
America on 12 September 2001. Because of the time
delay, the terrorist attack had occurred late on the night
of 11 September. I remember arriving at work that
morning and trying to work out what was the protocol in
circumstances like this. Clearly America was under
attack. Do you reach out to the consulate and say, ‘We’d
better reschedule’, or do you wait for their call? They
called and said, ‘We need to reschedule’. When we did
reconvene for the lunch some time later, there were a
couple of Australian Federal Police officers in another
room to protect the Consul General. I think that moment
in time really represented a complete change in the way
in which we lived and the way in which we appreciated
the world in which we live.
It is interesting. I remember that as I was growing up
my parents would tell me about how Melbourne was
not safe like it had been in the 1950s and 1960s, that
there was far more violence and the streets were not
safe, that there were serial killers or people would be
killed when they were just having a night out.
Melbourne in the 1970s and 1980s, in my parents’
minds, was not the safe, welcoming environment that it
was in the 1950s and 1960s. It is concerning that I think
we would all now say in the 21st century that, in light
of terrorist incidents that we have seen committed on
our own soil, this is a very different world to the world
of the 1970s and 1980s. It is important that a bill like
this is brought before the house so that as legislators we
can try to get the policy settings right to tackle
terrorism, because there will be instances where a
coordinated cell or group of people will seek to cause as
much damage and as many casualties as they can.
There are probably instances where people with a
mental illness or through teaching, ideology or religious
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fervour commit their acts in a less coordinated way, but
nonetheless in an incredibly damaging and devastating
way for their victims.
As legislators we need to try to get that right,
particularly if we are looking at people who may have
an illness or have a chance of being rehabilitated. We
need to have the sort of pre-emptive laws in place to try
and stop them committing a horrendous act,
deradicalise them and provide them with opportunities.
I think that is a really important aspect.
I listened to the contribution of the member for Ovens
Valley. I suppose one of the concerning things that you
hear from some of those opposite is a heavy focus and a
heavy emphasis on punitive measures. I think the
member for Ovens Valley said, ‘Jail means jail’, and
that, in his words or in his mind, is where we should go
as a society and as a community. If you do the wrong
thing, you go to jail — and jail means jail. In the very
brief time I have been here I have probably developed a
more nuanced approach. Will locking up a young
person in a correctional facility for a lengthy period of
time actually make us safer? I am not quite sure that it
will. I think you need to try to develop a whole raft of
policy measures and introduce them to try and tackle
this issue.
Yes, the terrorism bill that is before the house is a really
important step, because it is making sure that we can
keep our streets safe and our communities safe in the
face of global terror. It is an absolutely important step.
But you must also think about saying when you have to
invest in education. You have to make sure that a child
who starts school at the age of five is not reading and
writing at a level far below their peers. You have to
make sure that they live in good housing. You have to
make sure that when they go to secondary school they
have a fantastic experience and that there is an
opportunity for them to get training and qualifications
behind them so they have the opportunity to lead
fulfilled lives and that there is a job for them.
If you do all those things, then the need for and the
requirement to rely on a bill like this is significantly
reduced. Idleness is the devil’s handmaiden. If people
do not have enough things to do to occupy
themselves — if they are not learning, if they are not
earning — then it is far more likely that they will end
up being the subject of a piece of legislation like this. It
is all well and good to talk about punitive measures —
‘lock them up’, ‘throw away the key’, ‘life is life’, ‘you
can’t have a soft-on-crime approach’, ‘you have to have
a hard and brutal approach to people who commit hard
and brutal acts’. I do not think I am saying anything that
I have not heard in this chamber in the very brief time I
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have been here, as have you, Acting Speaker McGuire.
I appreciate the fact that you have been here far longer
than I have. But, as we know, life is far more
complicated than that. Those knee-jerk, simplistic
responses are relatively easy to elicit, but they rarely
work. You need to have a more holistic approach to the
way in which you tackle those sorts of issues. It is about
making sure that kids have good housing, a good
education and that they get appropriate skills for a
modern dynamic economy and there is a job for them at
the end of the day.
The bill is quite comprehensive, as I am sure others
have mentioned in their contributions today. I draw the
attention of the house to division 5, clause 78, new
part 6, ‘Role of Victorian Inspectorate’, where there is a
requirement for annual reporting. This is an entirely
appropriate measure to try and get a sense of how this
piece of legislation is being administered.
I also refer the attention of the house to part 5,
division 1, ‘Information sharing’. What we know from
the terrorist attacks in America in 2001 is that the
disparate justice agencies had all the information to pull
together a picture to understand what could happen or
what was likely to happen but they were not sharing
their information. The fact that they were not sharing
their information effectively was a contributing factor
in terms of the terrorist attacks that occurred in 2001. I
think that finding ways in which we can encourage
agencies to share their information is a really important
step and initiative to ensure that we do our very best to
reduce the prospect of a terrorist attack.
A bill like this takes an enormous amount of time to
draft. It is really important to balance the rights and
freedoms of individuals with the need for effective
community safety. I think the Attorney-General has
done a fantastic job in getting the balance right. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (15:32) — I rise to
make a contribution to the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Terrorism) Bill 2018. We have heard
contributions from people on both sides of the house
now, and certainly a bill like this is really important. It
goes to the absolute core of what we do as members of
Parliament in ultimately keeping us all safe. Certainly
we know that September 11, 2001 changed the world
for all of us. It is a date that I will remember. My son
was only two weeks from being born. We had visitors
from the UK with us. They got on a plane to go back to
the UK, and then a short time later we found out the
attack had taken place. They were not involved,
obviously, and it did not affect their flight, but it was
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certainly concerning that they were in the air around
that time.
When you take into account my electorate of Caulfield,
it really does bring it home to us because we face
threats each and every day. Any members of Parliament
that have visited the electorate of Caulfield would know
that, particularly around many of the Jewish facilities,
the synagogues, the schools and the community centres,
there is a different level of security there than in any
other electorate in Victoria. That is deliberately so, and
it is probably the most unfortunate thing that we have to
deal with. It is quite surprising initially to many people
that are not from the area or of a Jewish background. I
can tell you that anyone of a Jewish background would
much prefer not to have to deal with that — not to have
to deal with going through security monitors, being
scanned, having their cars scanned et cetera. It is a
significant realisation.
We have organisations like CSG, the Community
Security Group and JEMP, the Jewish Emergency
Management Provider, that bring people together to
establish a terror plan should something happen. The
volunteers do a fantastic job, and they work with
Victoria Police in ensuring that we have all the systems
in place. In fact CSG provide a lot of intelligence to
Victoria Police. When I was assisting the minister as
the parliamentary secretary for police I had an
understanding from the Victoria Police perspective but
also from CSG’s perspective, and the information that
was shared by both organisations was so important.
One of the things I saw then and one of the things I see
now is probably a lot more than what most Victorians
get to see and experience every day. The fact of the
matter is that there are people being radicalised. There
are people that are being deliberately preyed upon to
carry out the kinds of attacks that we have witnessed
globally. The Brighton siege was just down the road
from my electorate. Many people were being picked up
from the Jewish day schools in the vicinity, and parents
were put in the unfortunate position of not knowing
what to do and not having a plan. The Brighton attack
was very important because although Victoria Police
did a fantastic job — and it was distressing to find that
police were wounded as a result of that attack — it also
showed that we could do better in terms of our systems.
We can always have better systems to ensure that the
Victorian public are protected and informed.
That is why, as important as it is that this bill is in
place — and certainly we are not opposing it — we
should always look at trying to do more. We should do
whatever we can do to keep people safe. If someone is
being radicalised, we need to ensure that we get on it as
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soon as we possibly can. If we can deradicalise them,
we should do that. If we can educate them, we should
do that. But ultimately if we cannot, we need to make
sure that they are properly detained and the community
is properly out of harm’s way.
Interestingly enough the terrible and unfortunate
situation of the Bourke Street massacre, which we all
recall, involved a car ramming where somebody
deliberately took the lives of people, deliberately ran
people over and deliberately targeted and killed people.
This kind of situation is not something that was just
dreamt up overnight. This kind of stuff goes on each
and every day. You only have to look at the kinds of
things that happen in Israel, the car rammings where
people have been taken out while innocently going
about their lives. Terrorism attacks have evolved in the
Middle East and in Israel. They have moved from what
were initially bombings to suicide bombings and now
to car rammings and attacks using vehicles as weapons.
For people to see the kinds of things that are happening
overseas and say, ‘We’re now going to look at doing
those kinds of things back here in Victoria’ is very, very
confronting. What it says is that we need to make sure
that our state and all Victorians are kept safe, no matter
what. Of all the duties that a member of Parliament has,
the fundamental duty is to keep our Victorian public
safe. We can go on and provide all kinds of
preventative stuff, which is very important — I am not
taking away from that — but at the end of the day we
fail in our duty if we do not have the kinds of laws that
protect our citizens.
I have people say to me, ‘Oh well, you’re not being too
tough on this kind of issue or question’, but I will tell
you what: the overwhelming majority of people that I
come into contact with in my electorate of Caulfield
would say that we are just not tough enough in this
state. That is why the current debate is just so
important. That is why crime has become such an
important topic. The types of crimes that are being
committed now are very, very different types of crimes
from those that were committed before. People would
not put themselves in the front and centre when they
were committing a crime. It would be petty theft. They
would rob a house when no-one was home. They
would steal a car when no-one was near the vehicle.
They would never actually ram a car. They would
never take hostages in a home. They would never
threaten people in their home while they robbed them.
I have given this example before in this Parliament of
how in 2011 or 2012 in Caulfield South a family — and
I went to school with the father — including two young
children under 10 years of age, were at home and in the
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middle of the night people came into their home and
threatened the kids with a knife. They detained one
child with a knife while the other child was locked in a
room. They said, ‘I will cut your throat if you make a
noise and if you tell your parents that we were here’.
Those kids have to live with that for the rest of their
lives. The damage has been done to those children for
the rest of their life.
We see all kinds of situations. We should not apologise
for being tough when it comes to crime. There are
certain things that you must do in terms of showing
leadership in this job, and I think that is one of them. I
know my electorate of Caulfield expects to have a local
member that will do whatever they can in that situation.
Whether it is petty theft or all the way up to the kinds of
serious offences like the Brighton attack, which
happened next door to my electorate, they are all the
kinds of situations where we need to make sure that
people are protected and kept safe. For those who seek
to do harm we need to ensure that we have laws to take
that into account. That is why we need to ensure that
that takes place.
There are further things that this bill could do, which
have already been mentioned. When somebody is
arrested it could do more in terms of deradicalising that
person and looking at how the court process will take
place. It could also do more in terms of the work we do
to capture the knowledge and the intelligence so that we
can break these kinds of groups and individuals that
seek to radicalise others. It is a deliberate attack to
radicalise others and we need to make sure that does
not happen here and that we do not let this get away
from us. Unfortunately, if we do, then we will see the
kinds of things we have seen in France and Europe,
Israel and the Middle East. These are the kinds of
things we need to do, and the only way to stop this
happening is to be tough, to make sure we have the
right kinds of laws and to make sure that we will not
stand for this kind of stuff.
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) (15:42) — I rise to make a
contribution on the Justice Legislation Amendment
(Terrorism) Bill 2018. The purpose of the bill is to
amend laws that relate to terrorism. As the member for
Caulfield has outlined, nobody can underestimate the
impact that terrorism has had on society as a whole
globally and on society within Victoria and Australia. It
is something people fear. When I look back probably
one of the most profound moments for me and my
awareness of terrorism is that I remember exactly where
I was on September 11. I know where I was, I know
what I was doing, and I know the fear that it created in
me that something like this could even happen. It was
beyond belief and beyond comprehension. From that
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time forward we have seen, heard and witnessed
ongoing terrorism attempts and terrorism attacks on a
global scale. I recall Barcelona. I recall the fear created
by the siege in Brighton and the fear from the Bourke
Street rampage. When things happen here that we have
perhaps heard about happening in other countries, things
such as people running down pedestrians and so forth,
we immediately become fearful that in fact it may well
be a terrorism event.
Something that we constantly need to be aware of as
legislators in this place is to be continually evaluating
where we are and what we need to be doing to better
protect Victorians and keep them safe at all times. That
is our job; that is our responsibility, and as part of that
we have the report of the Harper-Lay review. The
review’s recommendations have come from an expert
panel which looked at terrorism, the prevention of
violent extremism and our response powers. It is
important that our police know and are aware of what
they can do to deal with issues where they see the
potential for violence or there is actual violence in
relation to terrorism. It is important that our authorities
have the capability and the legislative backing to make
sure they too can respond where needed to protect
Victorians and make sure they are kept safe. Anything
that needs to be done to prevent terrorism attempts or
even thoughts of terrorism escalating into acts should
be undertaken.
A concern around this bill is the extent to which we are
going down the track of making sure that those who can
potentially be radicalised are in fact deradicalised and
the extent to which we need to do that further. It is
absolutely important that we prevent those who seek to
impose radicalisation on others who are not at that point
even thinking or contemplating being radicalised. The
first point is to protect our citizens from being
radicalised by those who seek to damage them and
therefore create a state that is unsafe. We have a
not-opposed position on this bill, and I will allow others
to make a further contribution.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) (15:46) — I am
very pleased to speak in support of this bill. The bill
pursues a great agenda of this government to ensure that
the community has all the protections in place that it
needs in a world that is becoming increasingly difficult.
With those few words, I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms HALFPENNY
(Thomastown).
Debate adjourned until later this day.
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ADVANCING THE TREATY PROCESS
WITH ABORIGINAL VICTORIANS
BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 June; motion of
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Aboriginal Affairs).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Consideration in detail
Clause 1
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs and the member for Northcote both
seek to omit ‘Aboriginal Victorians’ from clause 1,
line 5. I propose to test both amendments by calling the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs to move her
amendment. After debate, the first question I will put
will relate to the omission of ‘Aboriginal Victorians’
from clause 1, line 5.
If the words are not omitted, the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs will not be able to move her amendments 2, 4,
5, 7 to 18, 21 to 23, 25 to 30, 34, 35 and 37 to 39 as
they are consequential, and the member for Northcote
will not be able to move her amendments 1, 2, 4, 6, 8 to
19, 22, 23, 25 to 27, 31 to 34, 36, 37, 39, 41 to 43, and
45 to 49.
If the words are omitted, I will then put the question to
insert the words proposed by the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs. If the words proposed by the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs are inserted, the
member for Northcote will not be able to move her
amendments I have just referred to, as they are
consequential. I therefore advise the member for
Northcote, when talking to the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs’s amendment, to talk about the principles of her
amendments.
I call the minister to move amendment 1 in her name.
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
1.

Clause 1, line 5, omit “Aboriginal Victorians” and insert
“traditional owners and Aboriginal Victorians,”.

Ms THORPE — I would like to respond to the
government’s amendments to add ‘traditional owners’
to ‘Aboriginal Victorians’. The Greens also sought to
amend this clause to ensure that the clans and First
Nations of Victoria are at the heart of the treaty process.
By changing ‘Aboriginal Victorians’ to ‘clans and First
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Nations’, it is specifying that the clans and First Nations
are the key party with which the state must advance the
treaty process. If this clause remains as is, then the
treaty process would be open to any Aboriginal person
to negotiate and make agreement with the state,
whether they are a senior representative of their clan
and First Nation or they came to Victoria yesterday.
There is extensive international law and precedent as
well as academic literature to suggest that a treaty must
be negotiated between two sovereign parties. It cannot
be negotiated and agreed to with just anyone from the
Aboriginal community. The clans are the sovereign first
peoples of Victoria; thus it is appropriate that they be
specified in the purpose. We have also included ‘First
Nations’ in recognition that some clans choose to
organise themselves on a First Nation level.
The Greens believe all other Aboriginal Victorians
should be included and should benefit from the treaty
process, particularly the stolen generation, who have
suffered so much. This could be specified in the treaty
negotiation framework, for example, but we believe it
is important to specify that the purpose of this
legislation is to advance treaty making between the first
peoples and the state.
The Greens are disappointed that the government has
chosen not to recognise the first peoples of Victoria, the
clans and First Nations, as the key parties to the process
in its amendments. We had amendments to this effect,
and it is disappointing we will not get to move them
now. However, we do see the addition of the words
‘traditional owners’ as an improvement as it specifies
that these people must have a specific place in the
process as differentiated from other Aboriginal
Victorians, because nothing in this bill excludes the
treaty process from being a clan or First Nation-led
process. We will accept this change as an improvement
to the current language.
I have a number of questions. Minister, what do you see
as traditional owners’ special place in the treaty process
that caused you to distinguish them as separate from
other Aboriginal Victorians in your amendment? What
aspect specifically within the process of advancing
treaty does the government intend on negotiating and
agreeing to with Aboriginal Victorians as a whole?
Does the government intend on negotiating the treaty or
treaties with Aboriginal peoples whose traditional lands
are not in Victoria? Finally, does the government hope
or intend to negotiate a treaty with representatives of
the Aboriginal representative body rather than the clans
and First Nations themselves?
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Ms HUTCHINS — I thank the member for her
questions. What I might do is take the first question,
because four questions were a lot to comprehend in one
go, and then perhaps go back to the other questions.
Firstly, I think the bill does not presume who treaty is
with, and that is by intention. It is not the role of the
Parliament to create an exclusive definition of how this
state’s first peoples are collectively associated. That is
generally not the role of this Parliament, and that is why
we have kept the definitions in the original bill very
vague in terms of filling that space so that post this
process Aboriginal Victorians will be able to determine
who it is that represents them. Quite frankly, if we were
to do the opposite and narrow the definition, or put in a
narrow definition, then it would go against our policy of
self-determination. We think that the bill allows for all
possible outcomes. There could be a clans-based treaty
or there could be a First Nations-based treaty as a result
of negotiations down the track. It is something that I
know the community will continue to work on with the
commissioner.
Ms THORPE — The second question is: what
aspect specifically within the process of advancing
treaty does the government intend on negotiating and
agreeing to with Aboriginal Victorians as a whole?
Ms HUTCHINS — Just to put that question into
context, it is really important that I put on the record
that in relation to the working group the government
has worked with over the last two and a half to three
years, primarily all of the representatives are traditional
owners, are Victorian and have been offering advice.
This is a new process, a new way forward, a new
pathway for any state, let alone the commonwealth. I
guess there has not been a formula. We have done our
best to try and consult. I know that there have been over
30 regional forums and city-based forums as well as
treaty circle meetings along the way. The
recommendations that have come through our working
group and through the many voices that have been
consulted are to keep the definition one that is focused
on traditional owners and are in line with the definitions
that we use in our other acts.
Ms THORPE (By leave) — My next question: does
the government intend on negotiating the treaty or
treaties with Aboriginal people whose traditional lands
are not in Victoria?
Ms HUTCHINS — As to who government ends up
sitting at the table with in terms of an Aboriginal
representative body, that representative body will be
decided upon by Aboriginal Victorians. There have
been recommendations to date from an assembly that I
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know the member for Northcote does not give much
weight to, but certainly the community assembly that
did a power of work on this question has a preference
for only traditional owners being elected. That is work
that the treaty advancement commissioner will continue
to work on with Aboriginal communities going
forward. I am not going to pre-empt who sits at the
table, but certainly the call from community has been
that it is traditional owners.
Amendment agreed to.
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
2.

Clause 1, line 9, after “of” insert “traditional owners
and”.

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 2 agreed to.
Clause 3
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — There are a number
of amendments to clause 3, including amendments that
renumber parts of the clause in anticipation of
amendments to add new clauses. In order to assist in the
process of determining what renumbering is required
should some or all of those new clauses be agreed to, I
would like to suggest that the house defer consideration
of clause 3 and consider the new clauses in the order in
which they will be inserted into the bill. Then I suggest
that the house return to consider clause 3 and
subsequent clauses.
Clause postponed.
New clause AA
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
40. Insert the following New Clause to follow clause 3—
“AA Appointment of Victorian Treaty Advancement
Commissioner
The Minister must not recommend a person for
appointment as Victorian Treaty Advancement
Commissioner unless the person is an Aboriginal
Victorian.”.

Ms THORPE — I would like to speak to the
government’s amendment specifying the commissioner
be an Aboriginal person. The Greens welcome this
change. It is culturally appropriate that this role be held
by an Aboriginal Victorian. I must say it is interesting
that this kind of thing was not specified in the bill from
the start. Clearly when drafting this bill the government
had not duly considered section 19 on cultural rights in
the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities. It is a positive thing, and I congratulate
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them on conceding that improvements can be made in
this respect to Aboriginal cultural rights in this bill.
Mr WYNNE — Just responding to the member for
Northcote briefly, obviously in the framing of this bill
the charter of human rights was part of the centrality. It
is a requirement, as you would know, member for
Northcote, that any bill must conform to the charter or,
where it does not conform to the charter, there must be
an explanation as to why it does not. In the spirit with
which the minister has in fact undertaken her
negotiations with you and with the Greens political
party and more generally, I think the amendment that is
being made here clearly recognises the centrality of
obviously an Aboriginal person leading this process.
New clause agreed to.
New clause A
Ms THORPE — I move:
38. Insert the following New Clause to follow clause 3—
“A Act does not affect sovereignty
A treaty between the State and a Clan or a First
Nation is not an act of cession by the Clan or the
Clans the First Nation represents and does not
diminish or displace the sovereign status Clans
assert.”.

The Greens believe this amendment is an essential
addition to this bill. Even though Victoria is not a
sovereign body, we have legal advice to suggest that an
agreement called a treaty between the first peoples of
Victoria and the state could have the legal effect of
ceding the sovereignty of the clan or First Nation if not
otherwise stated. So it is crucial that the bill specify that
sovereignty is not ceded so clans are not inadvertently
and unknowingly stripped of their sovereign status.
Also, it is crucial to ensure that they can participate in a
commonwealth treaty process should it arise.
We do not accept the government’s argument articulated
in a recent letter to the Greens regarding why they will
not recognise the sovereignty of the first peoples of
Victoria. It is disappointing that the government would
not even take the step of acknowledging the first
peoples’ sovereignty in the preamble let alone in the
body of the bill. We note the letter indicated the
government is confident the bill as it stands and the
treaty processes to follow will not jeopardise the ability
of Victorian clans to participate in a commonwealth
treaty process. We hope this is correct.
Nevertheless, in our opinion, recognising the
sovereignty of the first peoples is more than just a legal
necessity; it is a moral responsibility. After 162 years of
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the Parliament of Victoria and so much injustice against
Aboriginal people, it is the right thing to do. Such a
statement would send a powerful message that the
government is truly committed to a meaningful treaty
process that seeks to set right the injustices against the
first peoples of Victoria and empowers grassroots
community with economic and political rights.
Ms HUTCHINS — This is a debate that was had in
one way or another when the federal government sat in
this place over 100 years ago when it discussed what
sovereignty was for this state. Certainly we have
included in the preamble our recognition that
Aboriginal Victorians have never ceded their
sovereignty. The work that has been done by the treaty
working group and the many conversations that we
have had to lead us here today were quite conscious of
the fact that we needed to find a way of dealing with
this issue. That is why we refer to it in the preamble,
and I think that is a great place to have it.
I note the member says the treaty should be between
two sovereign states. The problem we face with that is
that Victoria itself is not a sovereign entity. I know that
we think we could do better than Canberra. We know
on this side we think we can do better than Canberra in
so many aspects, but we are not sovereign, so it is just
not possible.
I do know that the Turnbull government does not
believe in treaty or has not opened the door to this
process as yet. They have not indicated they are
prepared to go down this road, and we are doing the
best that we can in leading the way in bringing such a
piece of legislation to the Parliament when this has not
been done or attempted to be done in another state, to
my knowledge. Quite frankly today is about getting on
with that process. I believe the bill that is before the
house does advance the treaty process for all Victorians
in a manner that really embeds self-determination.
Ms THORPE — The minister stated that the bill
acknowledges first peoples’ sovereignty whereas in fact
the bill does not acknowledge first peoples’
sovereignty. The bill states:
Victorian traditional owners maintain that their sovereignty
has never been ceded …

That is not the government acknowledging that
Aboriginal people have sovereignty.
Ms HUTCHINS — I think this question is one of
the key areas on which the member for Northcote and I
disagree. We have included it in the preamble and I
included in my second-reading speech my recognition
of what the views of Aboriginal Victorians are in regard
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to not ceding sovereignty. That is where the
government stands today on this matter. There is more
work to be done going forward in terms of forming an
Aboriginal Representative Body and the work that they
do in the lead-up to treaty.
House divided on new clause:
Ayes, 3
Hibbins, Mr
Sandell, Ms

Thorpe, Ms

Noes, 79
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Battin, Mr
Bull, Mr J.
Bull, Mr T.
Burgess, Mr
Carbines, Mr
Carroll, Mr
Clark, Mr
Couzens, Ms
Crisp, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Dimopoulos, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Donnellan, Mr
Edbrooke, Mr
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Gidley, Mr
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Guy, Mr
Halfpenny, Ms
Hennessy, Ms
Hodgett, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Katos, Mr
Kealy, Ms
Kilkenny, Ms
Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
McCurdy, Mr
McGuire, Mr

McLeish, Ms
Merlino, Mr
Morris, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr D.
O’Brien, Mr M.
Pakula, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Paynter, Mr
Pearson, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pesutto, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Riordan, Mr
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Ms
Scott, Mr
Sheed, Ms
Smith, Mr R.
Smith, Mr T.
Southwick, Mr
Spence, Ms
Staikos, Mr
Suleyman, Ms
Thomas, Ms
Thompson, Mr
Thomson, Ms
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Ms
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Ward, Ms
Watt, Mr
Wells, Mr
Williams, Ms
Wynne, Mr

New clause defeated.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! As the house
has not agreed to the new clause, the member for
Northcote will not be able to move amendments 3, 7,
20, 21 and 24 as they are consequential, and
amendments 29 and 35 must be moved in
amended form.
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New clause E
Ms THORPE — I move:
40. Insert the following New Clause to follow clause 20—
“E United Nations Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP)
All processes engaged in or undertaken pursuant to
this Act must ensure the treaty process proceeds in
accordance with the Articles of the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Nations on 13 September 2007
(resolution 61/295).”.

The Greens believe it is appropriate that the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP) be recognised as a guiding
principle of this bill. This declaration was achieved
through years of consultation and deliberations and
with the hard work of Indigenous people across the
world, including Aboriginal Australians. It includes
principles that articulate the fundamental rights of
Aboriginal peoples in Australia. A treaty is a very
significant legal process and is the very type of thing
this declaration was designed to provide direction for.
Given the government has taken the welcome step of
including a section on guiding principles for the treaty
process in this bill, it is appropriate that UNDRIP is
included in that section.
Mr Hibbins interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The member for
Prahran will wait for the call before he speaks.
Mr WYNNE — In relation to the amendment
containing the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which the member for
Northcote has quite eloquently articulated, that is
exactly the reason why in fact it is included in the
preamble. The preamble to a piece of legislation sets
the context within which the bill should be in fact
judged, and it is an articulation of the broad principles
that actually underpin it. In that respect I think there is
little distance — in fact I do not think there is any
distance — between us in relation to ensuring that the
principles of the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples are in fact upheld and
respected in the bill and indeed in the process of treaty
itself. So I do not think there is any point of departure
between us in terms of the acceptance of that UN
declaration, and that is why it is so prominently put in
the preamble to the bill.
Ms HUTCHINS — I will also add that legal advice
was given to government, as it was to our working
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group, that the complexities of incorporating
international law into domestic law, particularly at a
state level, would potentially render this bill inoperable
down the track. We do acknowledge and can see that
the principles are something that we absolutely abide
by, but we think that the right place is the preamble.
New clause defeated.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — As the house has not
agreed to the amendment, the member for Northcote
will not be able to move amendments 29 and 35 as they
are consequential.
Postponed clause 3
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
3.

Clause 3, line 27, omit “10” and insert “11”.

4.

Clause 3, page 5, line 6, after “with” insert “traditional
owners and”.

5.

Clause 3, page 5, line 11, after “to” insert “traditional
owners and”.

6.

Clause 3, page 5, line 27 omit “17” and insert “18”.

7.

Clause 3, page 5, after line 27 insert—
“traditional owner, in relation to an area in
Victoria, has the same meaning as in Aboriginal
Heritage Act 2006;”.

Ms THORPE — I would like to respond to the
government’s amendment inserting the definition of
‘traditional owner’. We welcome the government
proposing the amendment to acknowledge the specific
role of traditional owners in the treaty process. We
accept the definition of ‘traditional owner’ as stated in
the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, as this definition
recognises traditional owners’ connection to country,
culture and clans.
Ms HUTCHINS — I think this is probably a rehash
of a conversation that we had earlier in terms of the
definition of ‘traditional owners’ versus the definition
put by the member for Northcote around clans, but
again, it is not the role of Parliament to determine who
are the representatives of Aboriginal Victorians. We
actually believe that, in faith with the UN declaration,
we are engaged in the best process of
self-determination that we could find a way through.
Our answers were for an inclusive bill and one that
allows Aboriginal Victorians to actually work these
questions out rather than for the people in this chamber
to be making those very detailed decisions. I do
acknowledge that only this week we have as a
government provided funding to the Victorian treaty
advancement commissioner to work with community to
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develop the Aboriginal Representative Body (ARB),
along with community assembly recommendations for
an ethics council comprising of elders. Also we have
specifically asked the commissioner to do some work
around the concept of an elders council.
Mr CARBINES — With regard to clause 3, it refers
of course to many definitions, including the Aboriginal
Representative Body. Can the minister advise why the
legislation does not spell out how the ARB will be
constituted, particularly in light of the minister’s
comments earlier on the first peoples and how their
voice to government will be constituted?
Ms HUTCHINS — I thank the member for his
question. Just to restate for the purposes of the debate
that is currently underway with the amendments, all
working group members are prominent Victorian
Aboriginals and traditional owners of country in
Victoria. On the question around the Aboriginal
Representative Body, the architecture of this bill has
been built around facilitating what that body would
look like in the future and giving as many options as
possible for Aboriginal Victorians to try to shape that
and form that, and also to facilitate a treaty or treaties
through having that body formed. It has been a very full
consultative process. We have seen a number of new
initiatives that the government has undertaken in terms
of whole-of-Victoria invitation forums for Aboriginal
Victorians to participate in, but also a community
assembly process, which is a new way of bringing
together ideas in the same room from across different
traditional owner groups, people from different parts of
Victoria and different age groups to really have an open
and consultative process around what an Aboriginal
representative body should look like so that we can
have an even playing field with government in terms of
negotiations of a treaty or treaties down the track.
Mr T. BULL — Following on from the minister’s
answers around the definitions in clause 3 that we know
relate to the Aboriginal Representative Body but also
the working group and indeed the negotiation
framework, I note that the minister has commented that
there will be an open and consultative process around
the state. My hope is that the minister can provide a
little bit more detail on that. I notice in some of the
commentary the minister has outlined that around
7000 Aboriginal Victorians have been consulted on
this. Given we have a population of around 30 000 over
the age of 18, there is obviously a large number that are
yet to be consulted, and I know that a number of people
from my area of Gippsland know very little about this
process. I am hoping the minister could provide a little
bit more detail on how that consultative process will
now unfold over the coming six to 12 months.
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Ms HUTCHINS — I thank the member for his
question. It certainly has been a long path to even get
here. The conversations and the consultations have
been very intense, but yes, you are right, only reaching
7000 out of a potential 50 000 people means we have
still got a long way to go in terms of consultation.
Certainly the bill today and this process is a further step
in continuing that work going forward. There have been
regional forums. We have tried to ensure that some of
those were in the morning and some in the evening so
that working people would be able to get to those
forums to have their say. Different numbers of people
have turned up, but the real way for us to go forward is
for the Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission and
commissioner to be empowered and funded to do the
work going forward around those consultations. We
would love to see more family-based conversations, a
continuation of treaty circle discussions in homes, in
workplaces and in community centres going forward,
but the primary process from here until the
representative body is formed rests on the shoulders of
the commission at this stage.
Mr T. BULL — I thank the minister for her
response and for outlining the consultation processes
that are planned for our Indigenous communities. Given
the treaty is obviously a treaty between the state,
representing non-Indigenous people, and our
Aboriginal Victorians, are there any consultation
processes or plans with our non-Indigenous community
here in Victoria, who obviously have to be a key part of
such a process as it unfolds?
Ms HUTCHINS — I thank the member for his
question. Certainly last Saturday we were able to
launch our Deadly Questions campaign, which is an
online-based campaign to promote Aboriginal
awareness, culture and history here in Victoria but
which also raises many questions around this treaty
process and the treaty going into the future. Those
questions are key questions that have come from all
Victorians but are answered by Aboriginal Victorians.
There is also a capacity there for anyone to get online
and put in a question and receive an answer within five
to seven days through that process. We are hoping that
that will generate more conversations around this treaty
process going forward. We have also as a government
done some partnership work only recently with
Reconciliation Victoria, partnering with them on how
we promote the treaty across all of Victoria and work
with them in partnership.
Ms THORPE — Minister, I would like to know
how many of the 7000 people who have been consulted
identified as Aboriginal. Secondly, how many actually
attended community meetings?
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Ms HUTCHINS — I do have a list of all of the
forums, which I would be happy to provide to the
member, and the times and locations of those forums.
At no stage were officers of my department asked to or
did they ask people to prove their Aboriginality at those
meetings. It was an open invitation. If people turned up
and wanted to participate, it was taken on board that
they were Aboriginal and they identified in that way.
Certainly we know we have a long way to go. Some of
those conversations happened through correspondence
back and forth online. With our regional forums we had
live streaming as well as the capacity to have questions
asked and answered in real time as well between the
city and the regions whilst that was happening. We
even at the second statewide forum that we had had the
capacity to have voting on various ways forward and
were able to include those people who were in the
regions so that they were able to vote within about a
30-second time frame in terms of getting back a
collated response. So there may have been double-up
conversations but the reality is that going forward we
know we need to have more.
Amendments agreed to.
Ms THORPE — I move:
5.

Clause 3, page 5, after line 14 insert—
“Clan means—
(a) an Aboriginal Traditional Owner Group or
Aboriginal extended family group that has—
(i)

a traditional connection to a specific
territory of land that is wholly or partly
in the area now known as Victoria; and

(ii) shared Ancestors and Descendants,
Aboriginal language, cultural heritage,
beliefs, spirituality, traditions or
customary law; or
(b) an Aboriginal Traditional Owner Group or
Aboriginal extended family group listed as a
Clan in Schedule 1;
Clan Elders Council means a body that—
(a) consists of a gathering of Elders from Clans
and First Nations that choose to participate
and for which each participating Clan and
First Nation self-determines its
representatives; and
(b) exists for the purpose of providing advice and
advocacy on advancing the treaty process;”.

This Greens amendment seeks to insert definitions of
‘Clan’ and ‘Clan Elders Council’. It explains that clans
maintain a connection to traditional lands and to their
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culture, including shared ancestors and descendants,
Aboriginal language, cultural heritage, beliefs,
spirituality, traditions and customary law. It specifies
that the Clan Elders Council must be made up of
representatives from the Victorian clans and First
Nations that have chosen to participate and that Clan
Elders Council membership must be open to all of these
traditional owner groups.
Clans and First Nations must self-determine their own
representatives — members cannot be appointees of the
minister, as advisory bodies have been previously. Such
a body would have cultural authority as it is made up of
elders, the lawmakers and the people who are most
respectful of Aboriginal culture. Such a body could be
trusted to speak for the first peoples.
This addition, with subsequent amendments the Greens
propose in relation to the Clan Elders Council, would
mean that for the first time there would be a broadly
representative body that was independent from the
minister advising the minister and the commissioner for
treaty advancement. The Greens are proposing to
include the Clan Elders Council as a body with which
the commissioner must work in partnership to come up
with recommendations on establishment of the
Aboriginal Representative Body.
Not everyone in this room will know this, so I must
state it clearly. In Aboriginal culture there is no one
leader and no one decision-maker. In Aboriginal culture
decisions are made collectively. So having one person,
one commissioner, making the final decision on
recommendations to the minister on the Aboriginal
Representative Body fails to adhere to our cultural
protocols. I have a lot of respect for Jill Gallagher. This
comment is not personal; it is about the process. It is
about ensuring that the process for establishing the
body is culturally appropriate and increasing the
chances that it will be engaged with and accepted by
Aboriginal communities across Victoria and that it will
actually be representative. That is why we have
suggested that Jill work in partnership with the Clan
Elders Council to come to the final recommendations
for the minister.
We welcome that the government has stated that it will
write to the commissioner regarding establishing and
resourcing the elders council and that the government
believes its function should be to provide oversight of
the Aboriginal Representative Body to help keep it
culturally accountable to community. However, given
that the minister envisages such a function for the body,
we still believe that it is appropriate to incorporate the
elders council in the legislation. All other bodies and
roles, including the Aboriginal Treaty Working Group,
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the treaty authority, the Victorian treaty advancement
commissioner and the Aboriginal Representative Body,
are recognised in the legislation. So too should the
elders council be formalised and its functions laid out in
the legislation.
Ms HUTCHINS — I thank the member for her
question. Again it goes to, I guess, part of the
disagreements between the government and the
member for Northcote in terms of what this bill is
aiming to deliver — that is, primarily
self-determination and ensuring that we have many
people as part of the process rather than narrowing
down the process.
I did not make all of the decisions in this bill by sitting
in my office alone. I in fact consulted very widely and
took great advice from many Aboriginal organisations
across this state, including the Federation of Victorian
Traditional Owner Corporations and also the treaty
working group, of which the chair, Mick Harding, I
note is here. I just want to quote some advice from the
working group that was provided to me in writing. It
says that the group:
… does not consider that a proposed Clan Elders Council is a
workable model to replace the role of the working group. The
working group considers that for this proposed body to be
properly constituted it would need the considered engagement
of every clan in Victoria. Due to the devastating impacts of
colonisation, the working group does not consider that each
clan in Victoria is currently in a position to give appropriate,
free, prior and informed consent to elect to participate in a
Clan Elders Council.

What we have done, though, as I mentioned earlier in
response to another question, is provide funding to the
Victorian Treaty Advancement Commission to work
with the community to develop options to assist the
Aboriginal Representative Body with the formation of
an ethics council to be comprised of elders or a group
that would work with the commissioner and that could
be otherwise known as an elders council. But that is yet
to be determined outside of this bill and Parliament.
House divided on amendment:
Ayes, 3
Hibbins, Mr
Sandell, Ms

Thorpe, Ms

Noes, 78
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Battin, Mr
Bull, Mr J.
Bull, Mr T.
Burgess, Mr

McGuire, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Merlino, Mr
Morris, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Northe, Mr
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Carroll, Mr
Clark, Mr
Couzens, Ms
Crisp, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Dimopoulos, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Donnellan, Mr
Edbrooke, Mr
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Gidley, Mr
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Guy, Mr
Halfpenny, Ms
Hennessy, Ms
Hodgett, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Katos, Mr
Kealy, Ms
Kilkenny, Ms
Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
McCurdy, Mr
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O’Brien, Mr M.
Pakula, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Paynter, Mr
Pearson, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pesutto, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Riordan, Mr
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Ms
Scott, Mr
Sheed, Ms
Smith, Mr R.
Smith, Mr T.
Southwick, Mr
Spence, Ms
Staikos, Mr
Suleyman, Ms
Thomas, Ms
Thompson, Mr
Thomson, Ms
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Ms
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Ward, Ms
Watt, Mr
Wells, Mr
Williams, Ms
Wynne, Mr

Amendment defeated.
The SPEAKER (16:43) — I take the opportunity to
welcome former member Kay Setches to the gallery. I
invite the Deputy Speaker to resume the chair.
Amended clause agreed to.
Clause 4
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
8.

Clause 4, line 12, after “of ” insert “traditional owners
or”.

9.

Clause 4, line 17, after “of ” insert “traditional owners
or”.

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 5 agreed to.
Clause 6
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
10. Clause 6, line 4, after “representation of ” insert
“traditional owners and”.

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 7 agreed to.
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Clause 8
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
11. Clause 8, line 4, after “of ” insert “traditional owners
and”.
12. Clause 8, line 9, after “of ” insert “traditional owners
and”.

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Clause 9
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
13. Clause 9, line 12, after “of” insert “traditional owners
and”.
14. Clause 9, line 19, after “of” insert “traditional owners
and”.
15. Clause 9, line 21, after “with” insert “traditional owners
and”.
16. Clause 9, after line 21 insert—
“( ) All elected members (however described)
other than employees of the Aboriginal
Representative Body must be traditional
owners.”.

Ms THORPE — I would like to respond to the
government’s amendments, which specify that the
Aboriginal Representative Body must be made up of
traditional owners. In discussions with the government
the Greens proposed that some broad parameters
regarding the Aboriginal Representative Body be set.
As it stands the bill does not even specify that the
Aboriginal Representative Body must be made up of
Aboriginal people. We propose that, given it is the
clans and First Nations who are the sovereign peoples
of Victoria and whom a treaty must be negotiated with,
it is appropriate that those people should sit on the
Aboriginal Representative Body and lead the process
for setting up a treaty negotiating framework.
Traditional owners from Queensland, South Australia
or New South Wales should have an opportunity to be
represented in any treaty process and negotiations that
involve their traditional lands. However, in Victoria it
must be Victorian traditional owner groups. I have said
previously other Aboriginal Victorians should be part
of the process and benefit from treaties. Indeed I
believe it is critical that the stolen generation and other
Aboriginal Victorians are engaged and benefit from the
treaty process, but in respect to who leads it, it must be
culturally appropriate and we suggest it should be
self-determined representatives of the first peoples of
Victoria. While the government has not specified that
clans and First Nations should sit on the representative
body, in this amendment it has specified a
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compromise — that only Victorian traditional owners
can sit on the Aboriginal Representative Body. The
Greens see that as an improvement from the current
wording and thus will be accepting these amendments.
Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Clauses 10 and 11
Ms THORPE — I have some questions for the
minister. Will the minister accept the recommendation
of the commissioner, or does the minister reserve the
right to reject one or more recommendations and have
the government proceed in a way it chooses?
Ms HUTCHINS — I just needed to check that it
actually was declared in here. Of course I understand
that the member who has asked the question may be
concerned about ministers that might be standing in this
place in the future that are not this minister. Certainly it
is not just me in this position saying yes — that the
commissioner must declare. It is actually pointed out in
clause 10, which says that:
The Minister, on the recommendation of the Victorian Treaty
Advancement Commissioner, must declare an entity to be the
Aboriginal Representative Body.

I interpret that to mean the work that is done by that
commission and the recommendations that are made
will be taken on board by the minister that is standing
here at that time.
Ms THORPE — Minister, why did you deem it
appropriate to set up one person, the Victorian treaty
advancement commissioner, with such significant
powers to determine the Aboriginal Representative
Body in stark contrast to Aboriginal culture, where
decisions are made collectively?
Ms HUTCHINS — I thank the member for her
question, but I would have to disagree with the premise
of the question — that we actually have not been
consultative or have not looked at a process that is
collective. It may not be the process that the member
for Northcote would choose, but it certainly has been a
process that the government have chosen to take with as
many Aboriginal Victorians as we can in terms of
getting to this point of having a draft bill and a bill
being debated in the house today but also in putting up
some options going forward. The Aboriginal
Representative Body and the details of that will not be
decided here today in this legislation. This is about a
process to go forward. There is still work and
consultation to happen with Aboriginal Victorians, and
that will happen in a collective manner.
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Mr WYNNE — I draw the member for Northcote’s
attention to the process, as the minister has already
indicated. The Aboriginal Representative Body will be
a democratically elected entity representing all
Aboriginal Victorians. The Victorian Treaty
Advancement Commission will facilitate elections to
the Aboriginal Representative Body. Only Victorian
Aboriginal traditional owners will be eligible to stand
for election to the Aboriginal Representative Body. In
order to ensure that the Aboriginal Representative Body
represents the diversity of Aboriginal Victorians, all
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people of voting
age living in Victoria will be eligible to vote in the
elections. I do not think you could have a clearer or
more transparent process around this.
Mr McGuire — Or more democratic.
Mr WYNNE — Or, as the member for
Broadmeadows says, more democratic.
Ms SANDELL — Minister, as it is drafted there are
no explicit obligations in the bill as to how the treaty
advancement commissioner might come up with her
recommendations. For example, there is no obligation
that it be done in a way that is culturally appropriate.
Could the government please outline the obligations of
the commissioner in this respect?
Ms HUTCHINS — I thank the member for her
question. Certainly a reading of the entire bill reveals
we have enshrined a number of principles that must be
undertaken and committed to in both the process of
reaching a treaty but also the consultation work that
needs to happen around the treaty process. The bill
enshrines these things and, quite frankly, if the treaty
advancement commission were to turn its back on the
bill, there would be a question about whether in fact
they were doing their work. Some of those things
include self-determination and empowerment, fairness
and equality, partnership and good faith, mutual benefit
and sustainability, and transparency and accountability.
These are the guiding principles going forward, not
only for an Aboriginal Representative Body but also for
the state to take on board in this process.
Clauses agreed to.
Clause 12
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
17. Clause 12, line 23, after “with” insert “traditional owners
and”.
18. Clause 12, line 29, after “supporting” insert “traditional
owners and”.
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Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 13 agreed to.
Clause 14
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
19. Clause 14, line 29, omit “13(1)(c)” and insert “14(1)(c)”.

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
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Ms THORPE — Can the government please
explain why it did not believe it necessary or indeed
appropriate to include in the guiding principles for the
treaty process that they precede with the free, prior,
informed consent of traditional owners?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The time set
down for consideration of items on the government
business program has arrived, and I am required to
interrupt business.

Clause 15
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
20. Clause 15, line 4, omit “13(1)(b)” and insert “14(1)(b)”.

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Clause 16

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clauses 22 to 43 and the Preamble agreed to, and
circulated government amendments 28 to 39 and 41
as follows agreed to:
28. Clause 22, line 13, after “for” insert “traditional owners
and”.

Ms HUTCHINS — I move:

29. Clause 24, line 27, after “for” insert “traditional owners
and”.

21. Clause 16, page 13, line 4, after “with” insert “traditional
owners and”.

30. Clause 24, line 31, after “of ” insert “traditional owners
and”.

22. Clause 16, page 13, line 9, after “all” insert “traditional
owners and”.

31. Clause 27, after line 22 insert—

23. Clause 16, page 13, line 21, after “support” insert
“traditional owners and”.

Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to.
Clause 17
Ms HUTCHINS — I move:
24. Clause 17, line 32, omit “16” and insert “17”.

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 18 agreed to.
Clause 19

“( ) In the performance of its functions the Treaty
Authority is not subject to the direction or
control of the Minister.”.
32. Clause 29, after line 8 insert—
“( ) The Aboriginal Representative Body and the
State must ensure that the treaty negotiation
framework provides for the negotiation of a
treaty or treaties that—
(a) recognise historic wrongs; and
(b) address ongoing injustices; and
(c) help heal wounds of the past; and
(d) support reconciliation; and

Ms HUTCHINS — I move:

(e) bring pride to Victorians; and

25. Clause 19, line 10, after “different” insert “traditional
owners and”.

(f)

Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 20 agreed to.
Clause 21

have positive impacts for Victoria;
and

(g) promote the fundamental human
rights of Aboriginal peoples,
including the right to
self-determination; and

Ms HUTCHINS — I move:

(h) acknowledge the importance of
culture to Aboriginal identity; and

26. Clause 21, line 2, omit “Aboriginal” insert “Traditional
owners and Aboriginal”.

(i)

27. Clause 21, line 4, omit “Aboriginal” insert “Traditional
owners and Aboriginal”.

enhance the laws of Victoria.”.

33. Clause 30, line 30, omit “27” and insert “28”.
34. Clause 35, line 9, after “supporting” insert “traditional
owners and”.
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35. Clause 35, line 13, after “empowers” insert “traditional
owners and”.
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JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(TERRORISM) BILL 2018

36. Clause 36, line 29, omit “35” and insert “36”.
37. Clause 40, line 13, after “with” insert “traditional owners
and”.
38. Clause 40, line 17, after “with” insert “traditional owners
and”.
39. Clause 40, line 21, omit “Aboriginal” insert “traditional
owners, Aboriginal Victorians”.

Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Circulated amendments

AMENDMENT OF PREAMBLE
41. Preamble, page 2, after “stages of the journey.” insert
“In doing so, the State recognises the importance of the
treaty process proceeding in a manner that is consistent
with the principles articulated in the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,
including free, prior and informed consent. By
continuing to consult and cooperate in good faith, the
State will endeavour to take each step forward on the
pathway toward treaty together with traditional owners
and Aboriginal Victorians.”.

Bill agreed to with amendments.

Circulated government amendments as follows
agreed to:
1.

Clause 2, line 7, omit “110,” and insert “113,”.

2.

Clause 83, flow chart following line 10, omit
“4AA(1)(c)” and insert “4AA(2)(c)”.

3.

Clause 83, flow chart following line 10, omit
“4AA(1)(d)?” and insert “4AA(2)(d)?”.

4.

Clause 83, page 192, flow chart following line 3, omit
“3AA,” and insert “3AAA,”.

5.

Clause 83, page 193, flow chart following line 3, omit
“3AA,” and insert “3AAA,”.

Third reading
Motion agreed to.

Third reading

Read third time.

EDUCATION LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT (VICTORIAN INSTITUTE
OF TEACHING, TAFE AND OTHER
MATTERS) BILL 2018
Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 June; motion of
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General).

Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Motion agreed to.

McMahons Road–Clyde Street–Burwood
Highway, Ferntree Gully

Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) (17:03) —
(14 530) The matter I wish to raise this evening is for
the Minister for Roads and Road Safety. The issue that
I wish to raise on behalf of residents within the Ferntree
Gully electorate is the dangerous intersection of
McMahons Road and Clyde Street at the Burwood
Highway in Ferntree Gully. This is a significant
intersection in my electorate. It services many residents,
particularly those who live around the Fairhills Primary
School estate, and it services a number of residents who
enter and exit that estate at that intersection.
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We know that it is an 80-kilometre-per-hour section of
road on the Burwood Highway, and many residents
have raised concerns with me about the fact that they
find it difficult to both enter at and exit through that
intersection. Pedestrians also cross at this intersection to
access bus services. On top of the concerns that have
been raised with the current housing development,
particularly with dual occupancies that have been
created within that community, at the former
brickworks on Norvel Road at the end of McMahons
Road there is slated to be upwards of 100 units
constructed at that location. That is going to bring
significant traffic into the community, putting vehicles
at an already stressed intersection at McMahons Road
and Burwood Highway. We know that on the other side
Clyde Street is a combination of industrial buildings
and private homes, and on the corner is a very active
McDonald’s store, which creates its own level of traffic
within the Ferntree Gully community. Many residents
have raised this issue with me and are seeking a
long-term solution.
On behalf of the Ferntree Gully community I raised this
issue with the Minister for Roads and Road Safety back
on 9 June 2016 — so nearly two years ago — calling
upon the minister and calling upon this government to
take action and do something with respect to this
important intersection. At that point in time I called on
the minister to take action with regard to the intersection
and to provide advice to my community on whether the
government will be constructing traffic lights at this
important intersection. The government has not listened
to the concerns of the community and has failed to
provide an adequate solution, so two years later I again
call on the minister to provide an explanation to
residents in the Ferntree Gully electorate as to what he
will be doing in terms of providing for a long-term
planning solution to the intersection at McMahons Road
and Burwood Highway in Ferntree Gully.

Essendon electorate river and creek
water quality
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (17:06) — (14 531) I
direct my adjournment to the Minister for Water, and
the action that I seek is that the minister convene a
follow-up meeting between the City of Moonee Valley,
Friends of the Maribyrnong Valley, Melbourne Water
and her department to discuss improving water quality
in both the Maribyrnong River and Moonee Ponds
Creek. There was a meeting that canvassed a number of
these issues, and I welcome the opportunity for a
follow-up meeting following the recent state budget and
funding from the Andrews Labor government to
continue improving the health of our waterways.
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Omeo early childhood development centre
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) (17:06) — (14 532)
My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Early
Childhood Education in the other place, and the action I
seek is for her to visit the Omeo early childhood
development centre and meet with parents about some
concerns they have.
Earlier this year I asked the minister in a constituency
question about concerns parents had raised with my
office on a range of issues in the lead-up to, and since,
the centre’s opening. Their concerns related to a lack of
communication with parents and the fact that at the
time of opening, a funding service agreement had not
been finalised, lease arrangements were not, and are
still not, in place and a memorandum of understanding
had not been formalised.
More than a month overdue, the minister last week
provided what both I and parents found to be an
aggressive and completely out-of-touch response,
given those raising the concerns were parents simply
asking for help. In her first line she attacked the former
government for an apparent four years of neglect,
which I found somewhat ironic given it was the
Liberal-Nationals who provided $650 000 in 2014 to
build this facility and who also upgraded many other
kindergartens across East Gippsland. She then
mentioned that her department had met with Swifts
Creek primary school, which does not exist. I think she
might have been referring to Swifts Creek P–12
School. She also stated that the centre delivers a long
day care service, whereas parents have advised me that
only occasional care is delivered at the present time.
The minister failed to recognise that the centre would
not have opened had it not been for the voluntary work
of parents and community members the day before
term 1 started.
Perhaps the most disappointing part of her response
was the fact she said I had been peddling mistruths,
which is an appalling accusation when I was simply
raising the very concerns of community members. The
minister has labelled members of the community liars,
and I can assure you her response did not go over well
when I passed it on. The minister has confirmed that a
leasing agreement is yet to be formalised. The
community would like to know when this will occur,
and given the minister says a funding and service
agreement is apparently already in place, they would
like to know when it was signed. On top of this a
memorandum of understanding between various
stakeholders is, I am advised, yet to be formalised. I am
sure the community would like this to be expedited.
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This minister has a lot to answer for, and that is the
reason I ask her to visit the centre and meet with parents
so they can directly discuss the concerns that I have
relayed for them. I hope she responds in a more
respectful way to the community’s concerns than she
did in her previous correspondence.

Casey Tech School
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) (17:09) —
(14 533) My adjournment matter is for the Minister for
Education and concerns the new Casey Tech School
facility at Chisholm’s Berwick campus. The action I
seek is the provision of public transport connectivity so
that students can easily get to the new tech school. It is
expected that 21 000 students will attend the fabulous
new school, and we must ensure that each and every
one of them is assured of getting to that new school.
We must make sure not only that this is an excellent
place in which to learn but also that as many people as
possible have access to this new facility. I know the
minister is a big fan and a strong advocate for the tech
school program, so I look forward to his response on
this very important issue.

Country Fire Authority Shepparton station
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) (17:10) — (14 534) My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Emergency
Services, and the action I seek is that he ensure a new,
appropriately located site for the Shepparton fire
brigade is found and any land transfers are completed
as a priority to provide much-needed reassurance to the
Shepparton Country Fire Authority (CFA) and the
broader community and that he announce the chosen
site and the time frame for commencement of this
important project.
As the minister would no doubt be aware, discussions
around a new site for the Shepparton fire brigade have
been afoot for at least two years. The current fire station
is on a small site in the centre of the Shepparton CBD
and faces the challenge not only of having little room to
expand, as is now required, but also of fire trucks
negotiating the busy street and a highly patronised bus
interchange when responding to call-outs. The current
situation is not acceptable, and it is, I think, an unusual
situation when funding for a new station has been
allocated and is sitting in an account somewhere
waiting to be spent on this really important project.
I wrote to the minister in January this year to express
my concern about the considerable delay in this project
progressing, and I was pleased to be able to facilitate a
face-to-face meeting at my office in February between
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the minister and the officer in charge of the Shepparton
fire station, Mr Peter Dedman.
I am a firm believer in hearing directly from those on
the ground when it comes to identifying not only
community needs but also solutions, and I know it was
valuable for that meeting to have taken place between
the minister and our CFA officer in charge. However, I
would say that it is disappointing to note that some four
months later there has still been no announcement as to
a final resolution, despite discussions having taken place
between the parties in relation to the land usage and the
relevant site and how best to accommodate competing
needs. I hope that this project will not stall again.

City of Hume criterium cycling facility
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) (17:11) —
(14 535) My adjournment request is to the Minister for
Sport. The action I seek is in relation to the Hume City
Council report Criterium Cycling Facility: Feasibility
Study. Constituents in Melbourne’s northern suburbs
are seeking a facility for recreational cycling and club
racing. Families and individual cyclists could use the
criterium course, clubs could book the course for racing
and training, and others could use it as a driver training
centre. There could be other features as well, including
BMX and cyclocross tracks. If there was a velodrome
to match the sports complex at Casey Fields included
inside the criterium track, this could provide a major
sporting hub in the north. It could also be an initiative
that provides sport and recreational activities and serves
as a catalyst for other events.
An event I want to see come back onto Victoria’s
well-established calendar of major events is the cycling
road race that the 1956 Olympic Games ran through the
district. Reviving this could be a challenge that we
could look at for the future, allowing people to come
from within the state, interstate or even internationally
to compete against the times that were run back then
and to see how they compare and how far we have
advanced. I think this could be a catalyst for a whole
range of different events.

RALAC Lionsbrae
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) (17:13) — (14 536) My
request goes to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety,
and the action I seek is for the minister to implement a
pedestrian crossing on Maroondah Highway close to the
vicinity of Everard Road in Ringwood so that residents
of Ringwood Area Lions Aged Care (RALAC)
Lionsbrae and others in the area catching the bus on
Maroondah Highway can do so safely.
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RALAC Lionsbrae is a residential aged-care facility in
East Ringwood, and it accommodates around
69 people. The closest bus stop to the residents of
RALAC Lionsbrae is on Maroondah Highway, and
obviously Maroondah Highway is a very, very busy
road with many lanes. The closest pedestrian crossings
in either direction, east and west of the location of the
aged-care facility, are 750 metres away to the east and
well over a kilometre away to the west. You can
imagine that for a person in their senior years or a
person with a disability that that is certainly a long
distance to have to walk. To cross that road safely is a
significant challenge. Obviously, if they are going to
Eastland and back, they need to start on one side of
Maroondah Highway and come back over from the
other side of Maroondah Highway. Particularly at peak
times they would obviously be dodging traffic. RALAC
Lionsbrae is a specialised provider of aged care for
those with a disadvantaged background or people who
are at risk of homelessness. The residents do enjoy
going out or taking the bus to the shops.
In terms of the minister’s action I am sure that he would
agree that walking the very long distances to
intersections to cross the road either going to the bus
stop or coming from the bus stop is enormously
difficult, and in fact many people from RALAC
Lionsbrae would not be able to go that distance walking.
Also traipsing across many lanes of a very busy
highway is not safe without a pedestrian crossing. I ask
the minister to take this very, very seriously and provide
this not just for the people of RALAC Lionsbrae but
also for the people in its close vicinity who seek to catch
the bus. It is something we want and we encourage
people to do, but they need to do so safely.
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Portland recently changed ownership and there has
been a late withdrawal of funding. I am a little
disappointed that the member for South-West Coast
seems to have already left the Parliament and gone
home when we have a matter of this significance before
the house, which could drive a big hole in the events
calendar and the economy of the Shire of Glenelg.
The Shire of Glenelg should really be commended. It
has a great events calendar under the stewardship of the
mayor, Cr Anita Rank, and CEO, Greg Burgoyne. It
really is driving jobs and investment in the shire. It is a
beautiful area, for those of you who have not been there
or for people in the house who may want to consider
going there. The event begins in South Australia in
Mount Gambier on 15 August and then travels to Port
MacDonnell. Stage 4 on 17 August is from Heywood to
Casterton. On 18 August it goes around the beautiful
Cape Bridgewater, one of the most beautiful and
pristine bays in Victoria. Then it concludes in Portland.
The shire has planned a whole lot of entertainment and
activities in the lead-up and on the foreshore for
spectators to enjoy, so it really is going to be a
magnificent event. I urge the Minister for Tourism and
Major Events, who like me is no stranger to south-west
Victoria and really understands how important this
event is, to look under every rock and wherever he can
in the next few days to find the important money that is
needed to support this event.

Bass electorate sports facilities

Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (17:16) — (14 537) I wish
to raise a matter for the attention of the Minister for
Tourism and Major Events, and the action I seek is for
him to urgently consider providing funding to support
the Shire of Glenelg, which is very much in danger of
losing a fabulous event — the 2018 Tour of the Great
South Coast road cycling classic. I met with the shire’s
mayor, Cr Anita Rank, and CEO, Greg Burgoyne, here
in Parliament this week and they explained to me the
absolute imperative to fund this.

Mr PAYNTER (Bass) (17:19) — (14 538) My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Sport.
Minister, will you join me on a tour of the sporting
facilities in the electorate of Bass and compile a list of
the sporting groups that are in desperate need of
facility upgrades? With massive growth in the number
of junior players and in participation rates among
women and girls, the current facilities, which are
already run-down, are now bursting at the seams. We
can start at the Pakenham senior and junior football
clubs and then wander across to the Little Athletics
ground. We can then jump in the car and head to Koo
Wee Rup on the way to Phillip Island, Wonthaggi and
Inverloch, stopping off at the Grantville tennis courts
along the way.

I know that it is a great event. It has been running since
2012. It is one of 10 events on Cycling Australia’s
prestigious national road series calendar. The tour
attracts up to 140 top-class cyclists from Australia and
New Zealand, plus several international competitors.
The race features about 20 teams competing in a similar
format to the Tour de France. Sadly, the port of

I would be delighted to sit with you in your ministerial
car so that we can have a chat about the lack of quality
sporting facilities in my electorate along the way.
During the conversation we can also chat about your
decision to gift the AFL $225 million to upgrade Etihad
Stadium in addition to the gift of land at Docklands. I
would be interested in your justification for the decision

Tour of the Great South Coast
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to gift this money to an organisation that has wasted
over $200 million in the past eight years establishing
the Gold Coast Suns, who have not been successful by
any measure. We might also discuss the merits of your
new loan scheme that will burden hardworking local,
community-based sporting clubs with interest-bearing
loans whilst you gift millions of dollars to the AFL,
whose annual report in 2017 disclosed a net profit of
$60 244 000.
Minister, at each of the clubs I will organise groups of
the volunteers who sweep the floors, turn the lights on
and off, mark the lines, organise teams, attend
meetings, run the canteens and man the gates for hour
upon hour each week so that local community clubs
continue to exist. You can explain to them why you
have gifted the AFL $225 million while their clubs
have overcrowded changing rooms and shower blocks
without doors and face the logistical nightmare of boys
and girls sharing changing rooms and toilets and
netballers changing in storage rooms, as well as no
meeting rooms and poor lighting and plumbing. Our
local sporting clubs are the very heart and soul of our
communities, yet you have failed in your responsibility
as the Minister for Sport to support them. The Bass
electorate deserves answers, and we look forward to
your visit.

Early childhood education
Ms WARD (Eltham) (17:21) — (14 539) My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Early
Childhood Education in the other place, and the action I
seek is for the minister to provide an update regarding
her efforts to get the federal government to commit to
an ongoing joint partnership with states and territories
on the regulation of early childhood facilities. I
commend the minister for this year’s early childhood
education budget, which includes a $135.9 million
boost to early childhood education and delivers a record
$42.9 million boost to build, upgrade and equip
kindergartens right across the state. This builds on the
$123.6 million record investment by this government in
kindergarten capital infrastructure over the last four
years, including in my electorate of Eltham. This of
course all builds on the Education State Early
Childhood Reform Plan, which aims to create a
high-quality, equitable, inclusive and accessible early
childhood system.
Sadly, quality is not a value shared by the Turnbull
federal government, and I was concerned to discover
that they have chosen to walk away from the national
partnership agreement on the national quality agenda.
Only a Labor government recognises the importance of
providing families with strong support in early
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childhood so that kids are ready for kinder, ready for
school and ready for life. I ask the minister to update
me on what action she is taking to get the Turnbull
federal government to reverse these cruel cuts and get
them to commit to an ongoing joint partnership with
states and territories on the regulation of early
childhood facilities.
Ms Britnell — On a point of order, Speaker, I was
accused today by the member for Yan Yean of going
home early and not caring about the cycling issue in my
area which I have actually spoken to the Minister for
Sport, who is also the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events, about today.
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order but I think the point has been made.

Responses
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
(17:23) — Ten honourable members have raised
10 honourable matters for a number of different
honourable ministers, and I will refer them to the
ministers for their action and their response.
The SPEAKER — The house is now adjourned.
House adjourned 5.24 p.m. until Tuesday, 19 June.
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