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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
Tuesday, 5 September 2017

ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 5 September 2017
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair
at 12.04 p.m. and read the prayer.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER — We acknowledge the traditional
Aboriginal owners of the land on which we are
meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture,
their elders past, present and future, and the elders from
other communities who may be here today.

CONDOLENCES
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I desire to move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the passing of
the Honourable Fiona Richardson and recognises her service
to the Parliament and the people of Victoria as member for
Northcote, Minister for Women and our nation’s first ever
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence.

Speaker, it is an awful thing, changing a person’s life
from present to past tense, to no longer know a person
but to remember a legacy instead. It is harder still
when the memories of that person are so immediate,
so contemporary.
It is easy enough to imagine Fiona sitting in this place
right now, to have her sitting just there sharpening her
mind and her wit, to see her kicking her shoes off,
ready to speak at this very dispatch box, or to picture
her at the doors to this chamber welcoming family
violence survivors and those who protect so many in
our community into this chamber to tell their story, just
like she did not so long ago. But Fiona is not here
today, and in her absence we are left with the clearest
and most painful of voids — in our Parliament, in our
party and in the pursuit of something better.
From the moment Fiona came to this place we knew we
were in the presence of someone determined to do what
she could while she could. That was evident in her very
first words in this chamber. Almost 11 years ago,
standing not far from here, Fiona made clear her
commitment to doing what was right and what was fair.
‘If justice is the guiding principle’, she said, ‘then there
is an obligation to fight on behalf of [all] those who are
denied justice’. That same commitment was just as
clear in Fiona’s last public words too — an update on a
new sports stadium at Northcote High School. It could
have been a very brief speech, a short speech. Instead,
Fiona took the opportunity to make a personal
commitment that as Victoria’s Minister for Women she
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would do everything she could — everything it took —
to increase female participation ‘both on and off the
field’. It was not an empty promise, not some political
cliché. As always, her speech was far more than just
talk, because if there was one quality that defined
Fiona, it was this: she walked the walk.
Fiona spent every day of her working life challenging a
culture that tells women that they are less talented, less
deserving and less worthy. Before she had even stepped
foot in this place she had broken down so much of the
party’s sexist backroom dealing and brokering — a bad
culture that leads to bad outcomes. In doing so, she
changed the game for an entire generation of Labor
women, and indeed for all of us in the Labor Party.
Many of those women sit in this chamber today. But for
all that she had accomplished in terms of gender equity
and fairness in the Labor Party, Fiona stayed the course
and knew that there was more to do, because for Fiona,
in my judgement, there was always more that needed to
be done, such was her drive and her passion and her
relentless ethic to make things better.
Serving as both member and minister, Fiona had the
right measure of grit, determination, insight and
intelligence to make her a genuine driver of change.
And as Australia’s first-ever Minister for the Prevention
of Family Violence, she shone a bright and powerful
light on one of our darkest secrets. Like thousands
more, it was indeed a dark secret that had defined
Fiona’s own family. Indeed she said that the scared,
skinny kid who found herself living in a refuge with her
mum and her brothers had never quite left her.
An immensely private person, Fiona never sought the
spotlight, but years later, in an incredible act of bravery,
she decided to share that story, letting the pain of her
personal experiences open the nation’s eyes to the
private terrors that unfold in so many homes across our
nation and indeed across the world. These experiences
meant that Fiona was far more than just an observer —
she was a survivor. She knew precisely how much was
at stake, and she understood the importance of getting it
right. Now, just 1006 days since she was sworn in, our
state is fundamentally changed forever. Prejudice is
being challenged, culture is being changed and, because
of Fiona Richardson, lives are being saved.
Over the course of her lifetime Fiona had many roles
and held many titles — mentor, leader, member of
Parliament, parliamentary secretary, minister — but far
more importantly, daughter, sister, wife, mum. To
Stephen, Marcus and Catherine, to Veronica, Hamish
and Alastair, I am so profoundly sorry at your loss.
Nothing that I say can really make this any easier. But
please know — and I do hope there is some small
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measure of comfort in a recognition by all of her
colleagues, all that knew her and worked so closely
with her — that Fiona’s work and her legacy will never
be forgotten. Although she has left us, the path
forward — a path that she so clearly and with such
determination articulated — remains. That journey
remains for all of us to commit ourselves to.
As Fiona said in that very first speech, it falls to us to
create a society that is measurably better for each
successive generation, for our children and their
children too. That was her aspiration for our party, that
is her legacy in life and in her memory that will be the
light that guides us all.
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — Today we
remember the life of one of the 88 members of this
chamber. Her early passing has left so many of us
stunned, but Fiona Richardson will not be a person
whose name simply goes into parliamentary history as a
former member. She was someone who undoubtedly
helped change our state. So many little girls will face a
safer, happier life as a result of her work, as a result of
her focus on family violence and ending that scourge
that so many families have experienced.
As a member Fiona has achieved respect from both
sides of this house. It is fair to say she had friends on
both sides of this house, and she will be sorely missed
by many on both sides of this house. Like I did a week
ago, I today express my deepest condolences to Fiona’s
family and friends. Putting politics aside for this sad
day, let me again begin by openly expressing my
sincere and deepest sympathies to all of Fiona’s family
and friends, particularly those on the government side
of this house, who not only knew Fiona the politician
but came up through Labor ranks with her knowing
Fiona the person. Today from this side of the house our
hearts are open to you and our sympathies are sincere.
As many people seem to forget, behind every
politician is a person. Most importantly, Fiona was a
partner, a mother, a sister and a daughter. She was a
friend to so many, and I noticed how many in here
counted her as a friend and relied on her strength and
straightforward counsel. While history will rightly
remember her achievements that came from this place,
those who loved her, who cared for her and who she
cared for will remember her firstly and rightly as a
person, not a politician.
We all know that Fiona was a no-nonsense character in
political and personal life, and her memorial service last
week certainly showed that to all who attended. Her
memorial service was as her family wanted, not a sad
affair but one to celebrate the life of a woman who had
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achieved so much in her 50 years. Being born in Africa,
migrating to Sydney and growing up in Melbourne,
Fiona’s photographic tribute showed many images of
what will undoubtedly be her greatest achievement:
raising two beautiful children with her husband, Stephen.
It is those images that so many people forget about
politicians and maybe we do not remind people enough
of. While there is combat and debate, while there are
long hours and stress, for all of us there are ones we
love, and Fiona’s children were clearly such a
wonderful source of solace and pride. Catherine and
Marcus will keep growing up knowing that so many
people remain so proud to have known their mum, and
I can put on record that as a class of 2006 politician,
like a number of us in this chamber, who did get to
know your mum, it was an honour to have known her.
As the member for Northcote, Fiona was someone who
worked hard for her local community. Having myself
lived in Preston for many years and having many
friends who live in the electorate of Northcote, I know
that Fiona remained active as a local member even after
entering the ministry. As many will state today, her
defining work came as the first Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence. In that portfolio she
sought to build bridges within the system to support
those impacted. She sought to build bridges to educate
people about family violence, its impact and its cost,
and she sought to build bridges in our community by
bravely talking about her own experience with the
scourge with her family on Australian Story. As a result
of her work building bridges in our society maybe we
should name the new bridge at Chandler Highway in
her honour, a small token of appreciation saying that
our state will not forget.
I know she would never want this to define her, but
Fiona’s fight with cancer was one that showed open
courage and determination. I know this fight was a
private one; it was one she did not seek pity or
compensation for. She got on and did her job, and the
illness seemed to be a distraction from her mission at
best. A number of members on this side of the house
have remarked on her stoic and exceptionally brave
performance at estimates hearings earlier this year.
Fiona was clearly unwell — to some observing, she
was concerningly unwell. This did not seem to faze her.
The suggestion of delaying or cancelling estimates was
greeted with Fiona’s characteristic glare and a number
of pointed and direct sentences indicating that everyone
ought to get on with it rather than dwell on the topic
any further. Nothing else was said, and estimates went
forward with the abrupt and no-nonsense attitude that
earned her the respect and admiration of everyone in
this house.
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At Fiona’s memorial I met one of her brothers. The
physical resemblance was uncanny. A lovely, decent,
polite gentleman, he thanked me for coming along and
so many on all sides for coming to his sister’s
memorial. Let me say to him and to Fiona’s family,
Stephen, Catherine, Marcus, Veronica, Fiona’s brothers
and all her family: thank you for sharing Fiona in public
life. Your wife, mother, sister and daughter is a person
so many of us knew well and will not forget. She has
made a lasting contribution and impression upon our
state but also on many of us in here personally.
It is an extraordinary thing to be mourning a sitting
member, let alone a sitting minister, but it is Fiona’s
legacy that will be one to so many people that we will
find extraordinary, and it is from that that so many
people will no doubt remember her and thank her for
many years to come. Vale, Fiona Richardson, MP.
Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — I join
the condolence motion to honour the life and celebrate
the contribution of Fiona Richardson, member for
Northcote, Minister for Women and Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence, a fighter, a complex
person, passionate about her values and what she
wanted to achieve. Nothing demonstrates this more
than what will be her enduring legacy, the Royal
Commission into Family Violence.
What Fiona did with her portfolio in such a short space
of time was nothing short of remarkable, and the
Premier was right when he said last sitting week that he
could not imagine a Labor Party without Fiona
Richardson. I know from the moment I became
involved in the party, over two decades ago, Fiona was
at that time a big presence and was for that entire time.
Fiona and I certainly had our differences over the years,
but life — and its loss — has a way of putting things
into perspective. It has a way of leaving only what truly
matters — the mark you have left, and what a mark that
is. So today I do not think of our disagreements; I think
of bravery, of Fiona’s courage and her fight against the
cancer that tragically cut short her life. I think of the
strength this will give others who face similar battles. I
think of her personal experience of family violence and
her subsequent determination to tackle this scourge. I
think of her success in doing just that, firstly through
the establishment of the royal commission and then in
responding to and accepting every single
recommendation — all 227 of them.
It brought a smile to my face that in her family’s
statement following Fiona’s passing it specifically
mentioned getting Respectful Relationships into the
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state curriculum as one of her most important legacies.
Recommendation 189 is:
The Victorian government mandate the introduction of
Respectful Relationships education into every government
school in Victoria from prep to year 12.

It is something that Fiona was so very proud of, as am I.
Nothing goes more to the heart of Fiona’s portfolio, the
prevention of family violence, than this
recommendation.
I recall jointly announcing funding for the Domestic
Violence Resource Centre Victoria for the Partners in
Prevention program with Fiona and the member for
Macedon at Gisborne Secondary College in 2015.
Gisborne was one of 19 Victorian schools participating
in the pilot of the Building Respectful Relationships
program. That pilot formed the basis of the program we
are phasing in right now right across the state of
Victoria, and it is something that schools are on board
with. At last week’s memorial service the principal of
Northcote High School, Kate Morris, singled out
Respectful Relationships as a crucial part of the school
curriculum and of Fiona’s legacy. Kate outlined how
schools in Northcote were delivering the program, and
she said:
We know that the best relationships are respectful ones, and
by working together we can create real and lasting change.

The royal commission described Respectful
Relationships in our schools as an investment in future
generations and a unique and important opportunity to
help us move towards a family-violence-free society. It
is something that all of us now aspire to. It is something
that, as Minister for Education, I am determined to play
my part in achieving, to finish the work in our schools
that Fiona started.
I also want to briefly mention how hard Fiona fought for
the schools in her electorate. Through her advocacy we
were able to deliver much-needed upgrades to schools in
the Northcote electorate, schools that were close to her
heart — schools like Northcote High School and
Croxton Special School — and to set aside funding for a
new school in Alphington. This is part of Fiona’s legacy,
and it is one that the government will honour.
In concluding my remarks, I want to sum up Fiona’s
legacy, and I want to do so as a parent — a parent of
two primary school-aged girls who will grow up and
experience a better world, a safer world, because of
Fiona and everyone associated with the royal
commission. I cannot give a greater tribute. As the
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition said, above
all Fiona was a loved daughter, sister, wife and mum.
My sincere condolences to Stephen and their children,
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Catherine and Marcus, whose hearts will always be
filled by her memory and her light.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — I also join the
condolence motion for Fiona Richardson. Fiona
Richardson was a passionate Victorian, committed to
her family, who are in the gallery here today, and
committed to her community and to making Victoria a
better place.
Fiona was born in Tanzania of Irish heritage. As Fiona
said in her inaugural speech, an Irish ancestor ran foul of
the law and found himself on the way to a penal colony
in Australia. However, on nearing a South African port,
he and a convict brother jumped ship and risked death
rather than the grim prospects that they believed lay
ahead in Australia. In 1969 when the political
circumstances in Tanzania became untenable, Fiona’s
family literally shut the front door of their home and
walked onto a boat bound for Australia, carrying nothing
other than the suitcases that they could carry. As Fiona
said in that inaugural speech, the family was always
destined to reach Australia; it just took a few
generations longer than everyone thought.
Fiona attended St Thomas Primary School, Methodist
Ladies College and the University of Melbourne, where
she majored in politics and psychology. I think everyone
understands that Fiona was destined to be involved in
politics from an early age, joining the Australian Labor
Party 100 years to the day after it was formed by striking
shearers under a tree in outback Queensland. I am told
that Fiona was a formidable force within the Labor Party
before she entered Parliament in 2006, and as the
member for Northcote she was most definitely a
formidable force after that time.
The speakers at the memorial service last week gave us
all a great insight into the real Fiona and into the
contribution she made to her family, the loyalty she had
to her friends and the support she provided to her
community and Victoria as a whole. As politicians
words are our tools of trade. I compliment the member
for Brunswick on making on that day what I think was
one of the best speeches I have ever heard, no doubt
under difficult circumstances because of her close
relationship with Fiona. It captured the essence of a
remarkable woman.
Fiona served as Parliamentary Secretary for Education
and then Parliamentary Secretary for Treasury and
Finance in her first term between 2006 and 2010.
Although Fiona spent most of her political life fighting
the Liberal Party at elections, in 2010 her main
opponent was the Greens. Fiona ran her campaign, as
reports go, on local issues and basic services — the
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things she knew mattered to the community rather than
what the pollsters told her she should be saying. The
Chandler Highway bridge is one of those examples of
something she fought for, and like the Leader of the
Opposition said, it has been suggested to me that that
bridge should be named after her to honour the
contribution she made to her community.
During that election campaign there was a report in the
Sunday Age on 14 November 2010, when an adviser
was asked about Fiona’s campaign versus the
campaigns in other electorates where the Labor Party
was fighting the Greens. They were quoted as saying:
She believes the Greens are irresponsible and says so loudly
and often, to the dismay of the invertebrates and leftists in
Victorian Labor.

Fiona had the strength of her convictions and was never
afraid to say so. She did not tolerate hypocrites at all.
Fiona was appointed shadow Minister for Public
Transport after the 2010 election, and as I understand
history it was Fiona’s policy work that led to the
development of what is now the level crossing removal
program as a replacement policy for not building the
east–west link freeway. She believed that there needed
to be an alternative, rather than just tearing up that
particular contract.
Following Labor’s election commitment in 2014, Fiona
was appointed the Minister for Women and Minister
for the Prevention of Family Violence, having
ministerial responsibility for the Royal Commission
into Family Violence and the government’s response to
that commission’s report.
Fiona was a passionate advocate for equality, and I
think Ken Lay summed up her quick wit very well in
his contribution. I cannot remember the exact quote, but
when asked about women aspiring to be more like men,
apparently Fiona’s quick-witted comment back was,
‘Why should they aim so low?’. I think that sums up
her intelligence and wit very well.
To Fiona’s husband, Stephen, you were a couple that
shared a passion to make the world a better place, and
you did that in many ways and for many people. We
thank you both for your contribution. To Marcus and
Catherine, my deepest sympathy on the passing of a
great mum. Fiona Richardson made a real difference
for all Victorians, and her life was tragically cut short
far too early. Rest in peace, Fiona Richardson.
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — I too rise
to make a contribution and to honour and celebrate the
life of Fiona Richardson on this condolence motion. I
think we would all prefer if none of us were here. The
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chamber feels empty without the presence of Fiona
Richardson for all of the reasons that previous speakers
have outlined. It was not just her formidable political
presence and her incredible and passionate commitment
to reform and to taking on the job that she did so well. I
personally am also going to really miss seeing someone
standing at this microphone with their shoes kicked off
and bringing a little bit of humanity to this chamber in
so many of the debates that have been had in it.
By that I mean Fiona was not a politician’s politician;
she was a politician like I have not seen before and one
that I am not sure we will ever see again. She was a
politician without ego, a politician that did not crave
affirmation and attention from others. But she was a
politician with ambition, an ambition to achieve things;
not things for herself but an ambition to achieve reform.
It is the easiest of things to come in and to defend and
support the status quo, but as we have heard in respect
of so many of Fiona’s achievements, essentially she
was about breaking up the status quo for the purposes
of giving people a better and more dignified life.
The Royal Commission into Family Violence of course
was an incredible and important part of Fiona’s
achievements, but one of the things that I think was of
equal value and importance was the way in which
Fiona was able to articulate and argue and mainstream
issues so that you could not have a conversation about
family violence without having a conversation about
gender equality. Gender equality is one of those issues
that many people for many years have been advocating
for, but Fiona Richardson’s particular political skill, her
commitment to her portfolio, her ability to continue to
tenaciously make the argument meant that issues of
gender equality have now made their way into the
political mainstream, and woe betide the politician that
ever attempts to exclude them. I think that of all of the
wonderful things Fiona did, being able to have in this
chamber genuine debate, genuine discussion, law
reform and a policy commitment to gender equality
being a mainstream political value is something that we
ought to never forget.
Fiona was also a person that did not suffer fools gladly.
That was something I admired about her very very
much. She was direct, she was forthright, yet she was
incredibly private as well; again, another characteristic
for which I have some great empathy. It is in that
context that I think we should look at the incredible
sacrifice that she made in her and her family telling
their story on Australian Story for the purposes again of
making the story of people that experience family
violence a very mainstream and accessible story as
well. To her family, who I know are here in the
chamber today, I express my deep gratitude to them all
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because putting yourself out there and telling such a
personal story comes at a significant cost. As we have
heard in some of the other contributions, we all come
into this chamber and we all make a sacrifice in respect
of our families and our personal lives, but we do so for
the sake of broader achievement.
I cannot empathise or understand how deep the pain
must be for Fiona’s family, who are incredibly proud of
her achievements. But when all of the political attention
to Fiona’s passing ends, we have a family who has lost
a mother, a wife and a daughter. I hope they feel a
degree of assurance about the ongoing mainstream
commitment of the Parliament of Victoria, the
government of Victoria and the opposition of Victoria
and the many friends that sit on the crossbench to
continue to fight for the things that Fiona held dear to
her heart. In the meantime, our hearts are with Fiona’s
family as they are now forced to confront the grief and
the reality of life without Fiona, a phrase that I think
none of us ever thought we would be saying in this
chamber. To Fiona’s family — all of our love and
compassion is with you. Her legacy will continue and
she will never, ever be forgotten.
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) — I also rise to pay
tribute to Fiona Richardson and send condolences on
behalf of myself and the Greens to her family, friends
and colleagues. All members of Parliament were truly
shocked and devastated to hear about her passing, me
included. As the first Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence in Australia we have heard so much
about how Fiona strongly advocated for the rights of
women and the rights of children. As the Premier has
said, the Royal Commission into Family Violence will
remain a testament to her legacy.
I have spoken several times in this chamber about the
family violence suffered by some of my very close
friends and family. I have seen how harrowing and
insidious this epidemic is, and Fiona was one of those
people who refused to sit by and let that kind of
violence continue to flood our community. I sincerely
respect her work and her track record on this crucial
issue and in particular the bravery of her standing up
and sharing her personal story publicly with the world.
I also admired Fiona as a role model for women
entering politics and women in other leadership roles. A
quote I always come back to in this line of work is
‘You cannot be what you cannot see’. Women need to
see other parliamentarians, leaders, ministers. If we are
to have other women enter these roles, change the face
of our Parliament and our business, and make the world
a better place, we need to have women who will blaze
the trail. Fiona was one of those women. She put up her
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hand. She blazed the trail for other women. Girls
forevermore will be able to look at Fiona, her legacy
and her work and say, ‘She did it, and I can do it too’.
As a mother of a young daughter I will always be
thankful for that.
I know Fiona’s colleagues in the Labor Party are
feeling this loss very keenly, and I want to send our
sympathies in particular to you all. I know that I am on
the other side of the chamber in a different political
party, often in competition, but we are all human. We
all know the experience of loss, and we all know the
experience of grief. I can see how much you were
hurting when you heard the news and are still hurting. I
can see how much it shocked you, and my heart and the
heart of everyone in our party goes out to you.
But in particular I want to extend my heartfelt
sympathies to Fiona’s family. This job can be really
difficult. Sometimes we forget that people we are
sparring with on the other side of the chamber are real
people with families who love them and whom they
love. We are not just members of Parliament. We are
mothers, we are sisters, we are daughters, we are partners
and we are friends. Nobody should have to endure losing
a mother at such a young age. I lost my own father to
cancer when I was 29. It was terrible enough. I cannot
imagine losing a parent at such a young age. So to
Fiona’s husband, children, mother, brothers, family and
friends, I know that at this horrible time words will not
help, but I hope you know there are lots of people
thinking about you and that your mum, your sister, your
daughter and your wife will not be forgotten.
So on behalf of the Victorian Greens and as a woman in
politics, I want to say thanks to Fiona for all her work.
Her legacy will continue. Rest in peace.
Ms KAIROUZ (Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation) — I want to start with
an Arabic proverb: open your mouth only if what you
are going to say is more beautiful than silence. This
speech is going to be difficult because nothing would
be more beautiful than silence, but I will try because it
is an honour to be able to give it. The Honourable Fiona
Richardson: wife, mother, daughter, sister, colleague,
friend, the member for Northcote, the Minister for
Women and Australia’s first-ever Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence. She was smart, strong
and sometimes scary.
Like anyone in politics, Fiona had her share of
opponents. If she did not, she would not be doing her
job. The politician without detractors is the politician
who is not taking a stand. Fiona took a stand, and you
always knew where you stood with her. She was fierce
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and relentless in her quest, and it is fair to say she
successfully engineered the entry of so many members
into state and federal Parliament. It was never personal
for Fiona. It was about policy, politics and numbers, all
of which she was very good at. Fiona was a friend and
someone who demonstrated her love of the electorate of
Northcote and its people with energy and commitment.
Fiona was a woman who communicated, who
persuaded, who brought together competing views and
who found a way forward that each person at the
discussion table could abide.
I recall having a discussion with Fiona at Government
House when the Andrews government was newly
elected. Fiona’s face was stoic, a mask that revealed
nothing, the way I have always known her. I asked her
if she was happy with the responsibilities that the
Premier had given her. She looked at me intensely with
her piercing blue eyes and replied, ‘Yes’. I remember
promising myself never to ask Fiona Richardson a
question ever again. But not long after that I broke that
promise, and I was reintroduced to Fiona Richardson, a
warm, funny and fiercely loyal woman.
Fiona and I had many wonderful conversations over the
phone, over cups of tea and over lunch as I ate and she
watched. She had a lot of self-control. Fiona always
kicked off her shoes, and I was always in the highest
heels possible. We talked about policy, politics and
numbers. We spoke about personal stuff. We laughed,
we cried and we talked about family, the past and the
future. I learned of the extent of Fiona’s own
experiences with family violence when she told me
about her plan to share her family’s story on the ABC
network’s Australian Story. I also learned that behind
that stoic face and those steely blue eyes was a
compassionate, empathetic and determined woman
with life experience that helped shape the work that she
led in family violence — a legacy she has bequeathed
to women and children all around the nation.
Fiona showed all of us how resilient and courageous
she was. The challenges life threw at her lifted her up
instead of knocking her down, and she always found a
way to create something positive when things were at
their worst. Fiona was a woman of principle and
purpose. She oversaw the Royal Commission into
Family Violence and the establishment of the
Respectful Relationships program in the state
curriculum. She championed family violence leave for
our public sector workforce and turned the state orange
as part of the Victoria Against Violence campaign. She
was a fearless champion for victim survivors of family
violence and established the state’s Victim Survivors’
Advisory Council, chaired by Rosie Batty. As minister
Fiona advocated for a record $572 million in the 2016–
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17 Victorian budget to prevent and respond to family
violence, which was later followed by a $1.9 billion
investment in this year’s budget.
Since the Royal Commission into Family Violence
delivered its recommendations Fiona has worked
alongside victim survivors and prevention experts to
ensure that our government meets its commitment to
implement every recommendation relating to
prevention, in particular recommendations 187 and 188.
In March Fiona delivered Free from Violence:
Victoria’s Strategy to Prevent Family Violence and All
Forms of Violence Against Women, which sets out the
intention to create a world-first family violence
prevention agency. Fiona was due to bring into
Parliament in March 2018 a family violence prevention
bill to create this agency. Hours before her passing
Fiona requested that this work be completed by her
colleagues. Fiona knew that changing attitudes and
behaviours takes time — possibly a generation — and
that the commitment of the whole Parliament would be
needed to ensure family violence prevention investment
withstands election and budget cycles. In Fiona’s
purple mobile phone case was a photo of Luke Batty to
serve as a constant reminder of her responsibility to
ensure that victims’ voices were never lost as we
deliver the necessary reforms to ensure women and
children are safe.
Fiona was also an incredibly strong voice for her
beloved electorate of Northcote. While her local
achievements were many, her key achievements
included successfully advocating for the widening of
the Chandler Highway bridge; securing upgrades to
local schools, including Croxton School and Northcote
High School; and ensuring the removal of the notorious
level crossing at Grange Road, Alphington — a key
project derived from Labor’s level crossing removal
policy, a policy that she engineered in her role as
Labor’s shadow Minister for Public Transport between
2010 and 2013.
Fiona fought and won many battles. Sadly the biggest
battle was the one that she lost on 23 August at 4.55 p.m.
My deepest sympathies to Stephen Newnham; to her
children, Marcus and Catherine; to her mother, Veronica;
and to her brothers, Hamish and Alastair. Thank you for
sharing Fiona with us. On behalf of all of the women to
whom you gave a voice and who lived a better life due to
your toil, I salute you, Fiona. With your efforts you have
brought honour to yourself, your family and your
community. Rest in peace.
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) — I rise today to
contribute to the condolence motion for the
Honourable Fiona Richardson. It is an honour to speak
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on this motion to pay tribute to her life and memory in
this place and to pay my respects to a remarkable
woman. It is always a shock when people we know
depart us, but it is especially so when their passing is
at such a young age. Fiona’s passing has affected us
all, regardless of what side of the house we sit on or
what side of politics we represent. Her passing is a
loss to us all.
As the member representing the Northcote electorate
Fiona served her constituents with distinction. As a
member of the government she was a formidable
opponent who discharged her various parliamentary
responsibilities skilfully and professionally. The Leader
of the Opposition said last week, and I think he
summed it up well:
It is unique, I think for all of us, to come across a member of
Parliament for whom respect has been given and is
forthcoming for their values and for their principles and who
has transcended all sides of politics for the work that she has
done, particularly around the portfolio of family violence.

I often quote and reflect on words by Bessie Anderson
Stanley. I quote her in part:
… to leave the world a little better, whether by a healthy
child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition … to
know even one life has breathed easier because you have
lived — this is the meaning of success.

Fiona Richardson certainly gave the best of herself and
left the place better than she found it. Fiona made a real
difference as the Minister for Women and Minister for
the Prevention of Family Violence, and her legacy will
be felt most profoundly. For this we owe her our
deepest admiration and respect.
On behalf of the opposition I extend my deepest
condolences to Fiona’s husband, Stephen, her children,
Catherine and Marcus, her family, her parliamentary
colleagues, her friends and her staff. We are poorer
without her. May she rest in peace.
Mr NOONAN (Minister for Industry and
Employment) — Being a member of a parliamentary
team feels a bit like being part of a big family. My
political family, the Labor Party, is vast, and I feel
privileged to be surrounded by many wonderful people.
There are the elders, the aunts, the uncles, the cousins,
the brothers and the many, many over-achieving sisters.
Like any big family, sometimes you gravitate towards
some more than others. Fiona Richardson was like a big
sister to me. She was protective, loving, wise,
uncompromising and always there when I needed her
counsel and support. We sat next to each other at the
cabinet table like brothers and sisters do at a dinner table.
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Remarkably ours was a bond forged in more recent
times. In fact Fiona and I rarely spoke in the early
years. But something changed. An evolution started to
occur in our relationship from about 2010 onwards, and
I have the member for Footscray to thank for that.
Fiona and I started to talk about the waste and difficult
years of opposition. By nature we focused on the
positives; we would rather generate outcomes than
criticise. We both wanted to make a difference.
Throughout our period in opposition Fiona fed me lots
of ideas, connected me to people and challenged me to
work outside my comfort zone. We became close, to
the extent that Fiona started to tell me how to dress. She
was not a fan of an ill-fitting suit or a poor shirt and tie
combination. Whilst welcome, her advice cost me a bit
more than I expected.
History would record the 2014 state election as the first
in 60 years to see a one-term government defeated in
Victoria. Under the extraordinary leadership of the
Premier I was able to join my friend Fiona Richardson
in a Labor cabinet featuring nine extremely talented
women. I can honestly say as I stand here today that
had it not been for the support and friendship of Fiona
Richardson, particularly during our years in opposition
and the days that followed Labor’s election victory in
2014, I would not have been able to fulfil my ambition
to become a minister in a Labor government. That is
how much Fiona mattered to me.
Fiona and I spoke regularly by telephone in the days
following Labor’s victory in 2014. When Fiona told me
the Premier had asked her to become Australia’s
first-ever Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence
and the Minister for Women I thought the choice was an
inspired one. But then Fiona revealed her family’s
history to me. At that point I remember being a bit
shocked and not quite sure what to say. I offered some
words of encouragement. I need not have, because there
was a resolve in Fiona’s voice that said it all. She
accepted the challenge, took the bull by its horns, and the
rest, as they say, is history. That was Fiona.
I did not know it at the time, but I said my goodbyes to
Fiona in late May. In fact it was the last day Fiona ever
sat in the Parliament. We caught up in Strangers for a
chat. Fiona was a bit out of sorts, so we spoke for some
time, probably 45 minutes. I was reminded on that
afternoon that behind Fiona’s steely blue eyes was a
fragile soul. I did what a friend should do during difficult
discussions: I listened. Towards the end of the discussion
I took the opportunity to respond, and the words flowed
easily. In what would be our last conversation I was able
to tell Fiona she was a pioneer and trailblazer. I
explained that wherever life took her she would always
be recognised for her work to change the course of
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family violence in this state forever. Few could ever
achieve such greatness and secure profound change.
Notwithstanding a historic royal commission and
unwavering commitment by our government to
rebuild a system that had failed so many, Fiona
remained discontented. Gender inequality nagged at
her consciousness. That is what I loved about Fiona —
she could always see the bigger picture without
missing any of the details. She understood the mark of
a masterpiece was to search for famous fingerprints on
uncelebrated works of art. That is where her brilliance
shone most brightly.
Whilst everyone was rightly talking about tackling the
scourge of family violence, Fiona understood that
family violence was driven by gender inequality. When
she spoke publicly, she challenged men’s attitudes
towards women. According to Fiona sexist remarks by
men belittling women were the origins of the gender
inequality challenge. The status quo would never be
acceptable, and nor should it. Fiona was determined to
lead from the front. She knew how to build power and
what to do with it. Fiona channelled that power to drive
better outcomes for the powerless victims of family
violence and in the process saved lives and challenged
entrenched attitudes.
I am so grateful that my last face-to-face contact with
Fiona was a positive one. It is a gentle reminder to
always reach out and never take our friendships for
granted. I also had occasion to look at my text message
exchanges with Fiona following her untimely death. Sure
enough our last exchange followed an announcement I
made in May in support of an organisation called Fitted
for Work. Many in the Parliament will be familiar with
this organisation’s programs and services. Fiona simply
described their work as ‘awesome’. Fitted for Work
received a grant from our Jobs Victoria program to
support the delivery of their presentation workshops and
outfitting services. On the day of my visit I was
introduced to five inspirational women in what Fitted for
Work referred to as their Conscious Closet. Each of the
women described their stories, complete with struggle,
survival and sadness. I was touched by their resilience
and spirit. Thanks to Fitted for Work each of these brave
women was on a new path of hope, confidence and
economic security.
I was so moved by my visit I could not wait to share
my experience with Fiona. Fitted for Work’s website
has a wonderful quote from former head of the UN
Kofi Annan, which states:
There is no development strategy more beneficial to society
as a whole — women and men alike — than the one which
involves women as central players.
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Fiona would endorse that message. Fiona was herself,
as Kofi put it, a ‘central player’. She was our central
player, a trailblazer that others must now follow.
Tragically, as others have said, her passing leaves a
family to mourn. To Stephen, Marcus and Catherine,
thank you for sharing a remarkable woman with us. Be
enormously proud of Fiona’s contribution to this life
and the lives of so many. To Fiona’s mother, Veronica
Power, let me assure you that Fiona spoke of your
influence regularly. She channelled you constantly. I
also extend my sympathies to Fiona’s brothers, Hamish
and Alastair, who were so brave to share their
experiences publicly.
As for our family, the Labor Party, occasionally we
have to say goodbye to one of our own loved ones.
How do we reconcile such a loss? In the days following
Fiona’s death a thoughtful young member of the Labor
Party asked me whether they could do anything for me.
My response was simple: use Fiona as inspiration.
Farewell, Fi, my parliamentary sister.
Ms VICTORIA (Bayswater) — I rise today in
memory of Fiona Richardson, the member for
Northcote. Being born overseas, she made her way, as
we have heard from other speakers, to our beautiful city
of Melbourne, made it home, embraced it, went to
school here and went to university here. Despite the fact
that Fiona and I sat on opposite sides of the chamber,
we came to know each other quite well. We were of
course both elected to Parliament in 2006, she became
the Minister for Women after me, and we had a
common interest in our love of photography.
Her roles in the Parliament included serving as
parliamentary secretary for education and Treasury and
Finance, and as shadow minister for public transport
and small business, but her role in the ministry is what
she will be most remembered for, not only as the
Minister for Women but also as the Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence.
She was of course a very strong advocate against
family violence. She was very public and very strong
about her survival — hers and her family’s, as
survivors of abuse — so when she spoke about the
topic she spoke about it with great passion. She drove
the government to establish the Royal Commission
into Family Violence, and its report has made a
significant difference.
She was also a strong advocate for all women. By
parliamentary standards she was really quite bipartisan.
She was someone I could work with. She was someone
I could respect. She was also someone who could
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strongly disagree with you but never felt the need to
denigrate another woman or another member of this
place. She was a gentle soul with a very strong
character, and something I loved about her was her very
warm and genuine smile. She beat breast cancer a few
years ago, but she could not fight off her last challenge.
My thoughts go out to all of her family, including her
friends in the Labor Party, but especially to her
husband, Stephen, and to her two children, Catherine
and Marcus. I cannot begin to understand your pain, but
I hope knowing she was much admired, respected and
loved helps you through this time.
Mr EREN (Minister for Tourism and Major
Events) — I wish this condolence motion was not
before the house, but unfortunately it is. As I say, there
are two things that we will never know: when we are
born and when we will pass away. Clearly it saddens
me, it saddens the whole house, it saddens all of her
friends, her family and her close relatives of course who
share in the sadness that we are experiencing today.
I just want to firstly make mention of those that are
hurting the most. There is another saying in the old
country: where the flame touches hurts the most. Of
course we are all hurting, but the flame is touching
most Fiona’s immediate family. I pass on my
condolences to beautiful Catherine, to handsome
Marcus, to very supportive father and husband
Stephen, to Hamish, to Alastair and, last but not least,
to the mother who brought her into this world,
Veronica — there is no question that she would be
hurting the most. As a parent I know there is nothing
worse for a parent than to bury their own children. It is
a very sad day, and 23 August was extremely sad for
obviously Veronica with all that she has gone through.
Fiona was a very special person. She knew how to
communicate with people, she knew human behaviour
and she knew exactly how to treat different individuals
differently. I recall I got a phone call from her asking
for my assistance in painting her new home in
Alphington. I thought, ‘This is a strange phone call’,
and I said, ‘Okay, Fiona, I’m not really a handyman at
home, but can I just contribute some money and we’ll
just get some painters in?’. There was a steely silence
over the phone. She said, ‘John, I don’t think you get
it’. I said, ‘Well, explain’. She said, ‘That will be my
home for my family, and I want my close friends to be
a part of my new home. I want you to come and help in
a little way that will remind me of you in my home’.
And I thought, ‘Wow, that is very deep’. But that was
the woman we are grieving for in her passing. In the
kitchen when she saw me do the brushstrokes with the
paintbrush she said, ‘You’ve done this before, haven’t

CONDOLENCES
2540

ASSEMBLY

you?’, and I said, ‘I told you I wasn’t a very good
painter’. She said, ‘No, you’re doing great. Thank you
so much’. And so I have done one part of the kitchen. I
know a few of my other colleagues also helped out in
being a part of the memories in her new home.
There were lots of wonderful words that were said at
her memorial on Thursday; it was an overwhelming
demonstration of the way Fiona touched the lives of so
many people. It was certainly a very fitting tribute to a
great woman and a great friend. Fiona was a leader in
here in the chamber and within the Victorian Labor
Party, and we have heard some of the stories. She
certainly was in the thick of things when things got a bit
heated in politics, as they do sometimes. She stood up
to the best of them in getting her point across, and she
was a great contributor not only internally in the
machinations of our political party but also in terms of
external politics as well. She was very astute and knew
exactly what the mood of the electorate was.
Fiona joined the party in 1991, a long time ago. She
spent many years working as an adviser and honed her
formidable community campaigning skills, and she
served as a talented operative within the Labor Party,
helping others achieve their goals. After tireless work for
the party she was elected as the member for Northcote in
2006. She was quickly promoted to serve as Labor’s
Parliamentary Secretary for Education and then later as
Parliamentary Secretary for Treasury and Finance. In
2010 when she was appointed the shadow Minister for
Public Transport — obviously that has been mentioned
before — she was an integral part of the removal of the
deadly level crossings and spoke, obviously in
conjunction with the current Minister for Public
Transport, about some of those projects. She was very
instrumental in making sure that people were on top of
this very important project, and she always commended
Jacinta for the work she is doing in that area.
In 2013 she was diagnosed with breast cancer. She was a
strong, resilient woman, even though we now know that
it was a very aggressive type of cancer, and she
continued on with her work and became the shadow
minister for small business and innovation. As the
member for Northcote, I know she worked extremely
hard on all those key issues that related to my portfolio,
particularly sport. She homed in on all the things that
were so close to her heart. In terms of the Northcote High
School development, I know the Minister for Education
has worked very hard in making sure we have great
facilities out there, and the principal was very happy
when we went there and made the announcement. Fiona
was ecstatic about that particular announcement.
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But there are other things that she was so involved in in
my area. Of course there was her love of netball. There
is the inner-city netball program — the 64 courts we
have committed to, making sure that no woman or girl
who wants to play netball is refused because there is no
facility. That is why we are dedicating millions of
dollars to that particular netball program. She was also
part of an announcement I made at the State Netball
Hockey Centre — a $1 million announcement to ensure
that we had the best business case going forward to
redevelop that very important centre for men and
women who want to play hockey and netball. It is of
course a fantastic centre. Whenever I had a project in
her electorate I always asked her, ‘Fiona, as a minister,
do you want to do this event on your own or do you
want us both to do this event?’. Every time she looked
me in the eye and said, ‘We should do it together’. So
every time we had an announcement in her electorate
she insisted that I be there.
She has left a great many legacies. Obviously we have
gone through them. As a minister, Fiona’s legacy will
remain in a number of key policies and programs for
our state. Fiona, as has been mentioned, was a
trailblazer for family violence reform and the work she
has done across the sector, especially the Royal
Commission into Family Violence report. She will
obviously leave a legacy, and we will all make sure that
we implement every one of those things that she has
been very strongly and passionately supporting.
I just want to give a short quote. I said this about Joan
Kirner, and I think it is very relevant at this point in
time to Fiona as well:
When politics is removed from the life of a politician, a
person remains. As a person Joan had a number of personal
attributes which made her not only successful in her
professional career but also an example of dignity and
humbleness in her personal life. Determination, unfaltering
commitment to a cause, a strong work ethic and a
commitment to equality irrespective of personal
circumstances are attributes that we should all strive for
individually.

When I think of Fiona and the legacy she leaves to her
community and to our state, this quote rings true for
her. Again I pass on my sincere condolences to her
family and of course to Veronica, who has been
through so much, and to Stephen, her children, her
brothers and indeed all of the family and her staff. She
will be sadly missed. On 23 August we lost a colleague
and a friend, and the state lost a champion. However, in
her memory we will commit to continuing the great
work she started. We will continue to demand more
than she would have, just as she always wanted us to
do — to be the best that we can be and to be the best
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government that we can be for the people of Victoria.
Vale, Fiona. May you rest in peace.
Debate interrupted.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER — I would like to acknowledge in
the gallery the presence of a former member for
Mordialloc, Janice Munt, and former minister, the
Honourable Theo Theophanous.

CONDOLENCES
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP
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Reading through Fiona’s many speeches on family
violence with the knowledge we now have of her own
experiences growing up is both confronting and
remarkable. In February 2015, speaking on the Royal
Commission into Family Violence, her passion and
conviction to take action were clear. While she spoke of
the statistics and the numbers of the problem at hand,
she kept coming back to personal experience and the
personal experience of victims and survivors — what it
meant to the individual. She said:
… it is the knowledge of what the statistics truly mean for
women and children who bear the overwhelming burden of
family violence and the knowledge that these women and
children are unsafe in their own homes that has set our
determination to do something with respect to family violence.

Debate resumed.

…

Ms RYAN (Euroa) — It is with great sorrow that I
join this condolence motion for the Honourable Fiona
Richardson. Today is unquestionably one of the saddest
moments this house has witnessed. I want to extend my
heartfelt sympathy to those on the opposite side of the
house who counted Fiona as a friend and a mentor. For
the last two and a half years I have sat two seats away
from Fiona, but I did not know her very well. To stand
here and pretend otherwise would be disingenuous to
her and to those who loved her. My reflections today
are the sum of my observations of her during those two
and a half years in this place and of my discussions
with colleagues and friends.

For those of us who have seen the impact of family violence
firsthand and the terrible consequences that it brings, this is
indeed a watershed moment for Victoria.

Fiona recognised the enormity of her role and of the
work that was needed, and still needs to be done, on
family violence and that it was not just her
responsibility but the responsibility of everybody to act.
That was her mandate and the mandate she put to
everybody else. She described it as:

Over the past few years I have learned that the people in
this place can impact you in a positive or a negative way
through their actions both publicly and when the cameras
are off. Fiona, in my observation, was someone who
never needed to shout to make her point. She was always
so calm, so composed. She was admired, perhaps even
feared by some, but above all she was a role model for
women regardless of where they stood politically. She
demonstrated to everyone that gender is not a
determinant of influence or authority.

Fiona did not attempt to make her work as a politician
about her. Instead she let her actions speak. I think there
is always a risk with reform that statements, speeches
and grand gestures take precedence over action, but
with Fiona it was apparent that she wanted to effect real
and genuine change.

What I observed was a fearless woman who was not
afraid to stand up for what she believed in. Yet, as
many of us saw for the first time on Australian Story,
she too had her own struggles. As the first Minister for
the Prevention of Family Violence and Minister for
Women, she had an insight into victims’ experiences
that many of us cannot even imagine. Putting aside her
intellect, her political might and her very evident skill
as a competent minister, it was her personal
understanding of family violence which enabled her to
put victims at the centre of the state’s response to
family violence.

… a whole-of-government, whole-of-society crisis that
demands that each and every one of us respond accordingly.

I think Fiona did more in her three years as a minister
than many politicians do in an entire career, and her
legacy will shape the future of many.

In taking on the role of Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence she became a voice for those who did
not have a voice. I think we all want to live in a state
where women and children are safe in their own homes
and where they are not subjected to harm or to violence.
Members on both sides of the chamber, in both houses
of Parliament and across successive governments have
worked towards that same goal, but few in this place
have dedicated as much time or effort to that end as
Fiona. I believe it is now important that the government
continues her work by ensuring that whoever does take
on that portfolio can dedicate as much time and as
much effort to it as she did.
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To her staff, who must be feeling an enormous sense of
loss — her chief of staff, who wrote a beautiful piece
recently, her ministerial staff and her electorate staff —
my thoughts are with you. I think it is difficult
sometimes for people outside of politics to comprehend
the camaraderie that exists between a minister and their
staff — with the people who are there next to you in the
trenches and who always have your back.
Most of all I want to offer my deepest condolences to
Fiona’s family and loved ones, especially to her
husband, Stephen, and her two children, Catherine and
Marcus; her mother, Veronica; and her brothers,
Hamish and Alastair. Fiona’s passing is a great loss to
this Parliament and to our state, but that pales in
comparison to the loss of a wife, a mother, a daughter
and a sister. Rest in peace, Fiona.
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) — It is with a sense of
sheer disbelief and intense sadness that we lost our
colleague and friend Fiona Richardson, Victoria’s —
indeed Australia’s — first-ever Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence.
Fiona’s impact has been profound. Responding to
family violence and gender inequality was the
centrepiece of our state budget this year, and as the
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence, Fiona
led the enormous momentum for social and legal
change. Starting with the Royal Commission into
Family Violence, Fiona uncovered the biggest law and
order issue facing our community, and she identified
what we need to do to finally break this horrendous
cycle of family violence.
To Fiona’s children, Marcus and Catherine, Fiona’s
husband, Stephen, her mother, Veronica, and her
brothers, Hamish and Alastair, and their families, I offer
my sincerest condolences.
To Tanja, Ashlea, Maree and all of her ministerial
office sisters, Fiona’s electorate office staff, and her
driver, Graeme, we send our love, our support and our
thoughts for what will be some very tough times ahead.
And of course to all those Victorian women, victim
survivors of family violence, and to all of the men and
women who work every day to support them, you have
indeed lost a true champion. We must not let you down,
and we will not. I say ‘we’ because it will take many of
us to match Fiona’s strength and sheer determination.
In Fiona’s own words, we will not let the political
caravan move on. Together we will seize this
opportunity, continue Fiona’s charge and make sure
that for generations of Victorians to come gender
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equality and the rights of women are elevated —
elevated beyond election and budget cycles.
Back in December last year I stood proudly as Fiona
addressed a room overflowing to bursting point as part
of the launch of Victoria’s gender equality strategy. Up
on stage with Fiona were her children, Marcus and
Catherine. It was so fitting, because driving so much of
Fiona’s agenda to end family violence and gender
inequality was the desire to bring about a better world
and a gender-equal state for our young people. Please
read her powerful, inspiring and compelling speech on
why we need to act now. She said:
Violence towards women comes from the very same place
that disempowerment comes from: disrespect. It begins with
unequal power relations between men and women and leads
to gender stereotypes and rigid views about women’s place
in society.
Violence against women is gender inequality and misogyny at
its ugliest and most dangerous.

Fiona got it — she understood — and victim survivors
knew this too.
I mentioned last week at Fiona’s memorial service that
the day after Fiona attended a family violence forum in
my electorate I received an email, and I would like to
read that again here today. The woman wrote:
Please thank the minister for all her work. I attended the
forum and hadn’t expected to be saying anything at all, but
found myself oddly safe in the space and when I found my
voice, felt it somewhat empowering to be able to have an
opinion and not be judged according to my ‘emotional
outburst’. I think I have finally found hope that someone is
actually listening, trying to understand and powerful enough
to make some real changes that will positively impact the
lives of so many women and children …
Please let the minister know that she is doing an incredible
job. We need her.

We sure did.
Last week in my capacity as the Labor women’s caucus
co-convenor I had the very great privilege, and the very
great sadness, of paying tribute to Fiona at her
memorial service. It was a surreal moment up there on
stage. I remember looking out and it was like this
purple mist was just floating above everyone’s heads. I
spoke about how I, with my colleague Christine
Couzens, the member for Geelong, recently met with
Fiona. As it turned out, that was Fiona’s last week in
this place. We entered her parliamentary office and
there she was, wrapped in her blanket — that blanket,
the one that was so lovingly described by the member
for Brunswick in her tribute to Fiona last week.
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We look back on that conversation with Fiona and
recognise both the magnitude of it as well as the
burden. Fiona was unwavering. She said if we are
going to end family violence and bring about change
for women and children — real, lasting, profound
change — we need to fundamentally shift the attitudes,
the behaviour and the culture that perpetuate and
reinforce gender inequality. She said this is huge. This
is about saving lives, and women’s lives are just as
valuable as men’s lives. Yes, Fiona, they are.
Fiona pledged herself to do everything to end family
violence and gender inequality. In her own words, it
was her pledge as minister to do everything she could
to ensure that her daughter has the same opportunities
as her son. Thank you, Fiona, for your strength and
unwavering commitment to improving the lives of
Victorian women and children, and thank you to
Fiona’s family for sharing with us this wonderful
champion of change whose tremendous commitment
and dedication to preventing family violence and
ending gender inequality saw her working right up to
what we now know were nearly her last days. Fiona
never gave up, and neither will we.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — I too wish to
contribute to the condolence motion to acknowledge
and remember the Honourable Fiona Richardson. I
think I, like everyone in this house, was shocked during
the last sitting week of Parliament when we learned of
her passing. I remember descending the stairs from
level 2, and members of caucus were heading up the
stairs, obviously to a briefing. I think it was the member
for Broadmeadows who told me what had happened,
and it just hit me that one of our colleagues had lost
their life.
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I know personally she was a very strong supporter of the
Labor Party and the Labor cause. I know this because
back in about 1995 I worked with Fiona at the Victorian
Automobile Chamber of Commerce. I was starting as an
officer in the industrial department, and she was working
in an administrative role in one of the divisions — I
cannot recall which division — at the time. We were on
a tram. We all used to meet at Flinders Street station. We
were heading up to St Kilda Road. Kirsten Howe, who is
known to some and who was working with us at the
time, knew I was involved in the Liberal Party and
introduced me to our colleague Fiona. She said, ‘Nick,
you might want to talk to Fiona about politics because
she has an interest in politics’. I just presumed we may
have been of the same political persuasion, but I learned
very, very quickly that we had very, very different views.
We had a very, very spirited discussion about the trials
and tribulations of the then Kennett government, but I
knew that she was very passionate and had very strongly
held beliefs of her beloved Labor Party. In fact she left us
at the chamber to go and work as an electorate officer in
Werribee, I think, at the time. Little did I know that
10 years later we would both be in this house serving as
members of Parliament.
She was a thoroughly decent person, as I said. She will
be sorely missed by everyone in this house, and I
genuinely say that she will be sorely missed by not only
members of the government but certainly members of
the opposition. Rest in peace, Fiona.

Fiona was a thoroughly decent person. We all have the
opportunity to meet many people in public life as
members of this house, but she was always a
thoroughly decent person. I, like many, was elected
with Fiona back in 2006. I have always found her to be
a very quiet person but, again, a very thoroughly decent
person. As a shadow minister my dealings with her
were always professional, but I always found her
extremely approachable.

Ms COUZENS (Geelong) — I want to honour and
pay tribute to the first-ever Australian Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence, the Minister for
Women and of course the member for Northcote, the
Honourable Fiona Richardson. Fiona Richardson was a
woman who cared about women and children exposed
to family violence, and she did something about it.
Fiona has left such a profound legacy for women and
children in this state. She knew that it is the right policy
decisions that governments make that have the greatest
social impact. The right thing to do is often the hardest
and most challenging, and Fiona was the right person.
She made it her mission to address this crisis, and she
did just that. She paved the way for this unprecedented
social change.

I pass on my condolences to Stephen and Fiona’s
children. Having children roughly the same age, it hits
home — the impact. My heart goes out to you and your
family. Fiona was a strong advocate for her community,
and many in this house would know she has advocated
for her community in Northcote. But she will be
remembered for her work in the areas of women and
family violence, and I too wish to pay tribute for the
work she has delivered in those portfolios.

Fiona’s Labor Party values, her passion, her
determination and her courage gained the greatest
respect from women’s organisations and networks,
from the family violence sector and, most importantly,
from those Victorian women who have already
experienced the benefits of her legacy. There are not
too many of us who have the honour and privilege to
have known such an amazing woman, a woman who
was driven by her own experiences to ensure that
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women and children are safe and have access to every
support service they need.
In my electorate of Geelong Fiona made a difference.
Her regular visits proved to my community that she
was a champion for the cause. At one of the Geelong
family violence forums Fiona highlighted the 10 myths
that we need to overcome on family violence. The first
one, as Rosie Batty said, is that being from a good
home, being well educated and having strong family
and community connections does not protect you from
family violence.
Two, family violence thrives under secrecy and the
cloud of shame. We must shine a very bright light into
some very dark corners. Three, family violence thrives
when we fail to believe or when we blame the victim.
Four, women are predominately the victims of family
violence and men are predominately the perpetrators.
Five, you are at greater risk of family violence if you
are, first and foremost, a woman but also if you have a
disability, if you are from a culturally and linguistically
diverse background, if you are Aboriginal, if you live
outside Melbourne, if you are aged between 20 and 44
and if you are pregnant.
Six, poor community attitudes and gender stereotypes
are directly related to family violence. A VicHealth
survey of community attitudes towards violence found
that 50 per cent of people thought a victim of family
violence was making it up to help her win a family law
case. Seven, gender inequality is also directly related to
family violence. Eight, the justice system is more often
than not a retraumatising system for victims of family
violence. Moreover, we need to treat the tragic death of
a woman at the hands of her partner or ex-partner in
exactly the same way as we treat the tragic death of
women at the hands of strangers. Nine, family violence
thrives when government and society at large bicker
over what to do. We need bipartisanship and, most of
all, we need to support frontline services, not cut
funding. Ten, finally, we need to change our culture,
not just our laws, if we are to tackle family violence.
Many in the audience that day got the profound
significance of Fiona’s 10 points and requested a copy
of her speech.
Fiona was due to bring the family violence prevention
bill into Parliament to create the agency in March
2018. It was one of her final wishes that this work be
completed by her colleagues. Fiona knew that
changing attitudes and behaviours takes time —
possibly a generation — and that the commitment of
the whole of Parliament would be needed to ensure
family violence prevention investment withstood
election and budget cycles.
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Many Victorian women and children will now sleep
safely thanks to the Honourable Fiona Richardson. To
Stephen, Marcus, Catherine, Veronica, and her
brothers, family and friends, our deepest sympathy.
You should be so proud of Fi’s long-lasting legacy to
Victoria. Vale, Fiona Richardson.
Mr T. SMITH (Kew) — It is an honour to join this
condolence motion to farewell my dear friend Fiona
Richardson in the presence of her husband, Stephen
Newnham, my good friend. The last day I saw Fiona
was 30 May. It was at a Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee hearing. Fiona was clearly very ill and, as
the Leader of the Opposition recounted, my friend and
colleague the member for Mornington and I went to the
chair of the committee, the member for Essendon, and
said, ‘This can’t go on. This woman barely made it up
the stairs’. It was funny — she actually said at the
outset, ‘Go easy on me. I’ve got a cold’. Typically for
Fiona, that was just a chronic understatement. So we
caucused, in the spirit of bipartisanship, and put to
Fiona that it was possibly best that we do this another
time. The steadfast and overwhelming reply was, ‘Go
back to your seats and get on with it, because I’m not
going anywhere’.
I have huge regard for Fiona Richardson. She was a
warrior for the Labor Party, a resolute and strong
woman who will have my respect for the rest of my
life. She is someone who taught me so much, not just
about politics and about numbers but about family
violence — something that quite frankly three years
ago I knew very little about, something that I had never
been exposed to, something that I have no personal
knowledge of. But she took me into her confidence
with her own experiences, which I will be forever
grateful for. She also taught me to hate the Greens, and
that lifelong lesson will never, ever leave me. I am sure
she would not have minded me saying that today.
She was a Labor lion but she was also a great local
member, and the bridge that runs between her electorate
and mine, I hope — as the Leader of the Opposition
and indeed the Leader of The Nationals have quite
correctly said — should be named the Fiona
Richardson bridge. It would be my honour to have a
bridge coming into my electorate named after her.
My father lost his mother when he was 12, and to
Catherine and Marcus, I think the bravery that you have
shown today in being here — and indeed that you
showed at the funeral and memorial service last
Thursday in Northcote — is simply outstanding. I shall
not forget that day in a hurry. The speech by my good
friend the member for Brunswick was breathtaking and
I think encapsulated what Fiona meant not just to me
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but to all of us who knew her, who met her and who
will love her as a friend from now until we depart this
world. It was a fitting tribute to a great woman, a tribute
that I suspect none of us in this chamber will receive.
Only the good die young, and quite frankly may her
memory be a blessing for all of us that knew her for the
rest of our days.
Ms GARRETT (Brunswick) — I had the honour
of delivering a tribute to my dear friend and our loved
colleague Fiona at the state memorial service last
week. I seek leave to have that speech incorporated
into Hansard.
I acknowledge the beautiful words today in this chamber
that lift Fiona’s spirit up, lift her family’s spirit up and I
believe lift this chamber up in honour of her memory.
Speech incorporated by leave:
The one thing about being a politician, of which Fiona
Richardson was an exceptional one, is that we have all said lots
of stuff that has been captured for all time. TV, newspapers,
Hansard — thousands of words fly out of our mouths, much to
the delight of all who know us. Which one of you does not get
excited — I know the fourth estate do — waiting in anticipation
for the wit and candour of the daily lines to be delivered, or the
measured and calming ritual that is question time, so easy on
the ear, so welcoming to the listener?
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equality and family violence in particular stand tall. We will
complete this work in her name and in her honour, and
because she simply would not stand for it if we did not.
Fiona was able to do so much for so many in her professional
life because of who she was: principled, brilliant, driven,
compassionate. Shaped by a brutal start to life, she emerged
with a strength and a determination that set her apart. But she
also came through with a profound empathy, a gracious heart
and a desire to do good — traits that, in light of her early
upbringing, she could be forgiven for never possessing, and
which are testament to her, her mother Veronica and her
brothers, Hamish and Alastair.
When I was diagnosed last year with breast cancer the first
person I called was Fiona. She came straight over and hugged
me with a force that transmitted strength and love and hope.
She knew what to say, when to say it and when to shut the
hell up — another unusual attribute in our line of work. She
also had a bloody big bag with her, stuffed full with a soft,
white fluffy blanket — at first blush, very unFiona.
She explained the purpose of the gift. As a child, she said,
when things were very difficult, she had tactile engagement
with special objects, such as a toy or a blanket, that she would
hold close, breathing in their smells and taking comfort in
their familiar touch. This helped her, time and again, find
peace while the storm was raging outside. She told me to take
the blanket and watch TV with the kids snuggled under it, to
give it to my little guy to sleep with; to throw it over their
shoulders while we shared family breakfasts. Aside from the
occasional muttering of ‘Jeez, Mum’s coming at us with that
blanket again’, the kids embraced it.

Fiona’s words as a politician stood out in the main for their
conviction and their brevity — an unusual trait in our line of
work — and for their delicious, acerbic bite when she was
having a crack at her political opponents. And she remains
quite the exception in being one of the few politicians whose
late-night parliamentary contributions were fuelled only by
hot water and lemon, not by a couple of shirazes over dinner.

Then, as instructed by Fiona, I took that blanket when I was
admitted to hospital. And instead of disinfectant and bad food,
I smelled hot chocolate and marshmallows, and kids’ bubble
bath and teenage perfume. I smelled coffee beans from my
favourite place around the corner, and the Sunday morning
newspapers. I breathed in my family in the darkest of nights.

There are of course times, with all these words whizzing
around, that some special ones fall on the page — words that
lift the veil and show the essence of the person,
unencumbered by the armoury of our trade. With respect to
what drove her value system, Fiona included this quote in her
inaugural speech:

We spent countless hours together, me and Fiona: taking the
well-worn path to the river from the family home she and
Stephen had so carefully designed together, sunning ourselves
in her beloved courtyard, drinking a glorious array of teas
while our kids played in the indoor leisure paradise that is
Chez Alphington, meeting in Strangers to share our days and
reflect on any difficult nights we had endured.

When we attend to the needs of those in want, we give
them what is theirs, not ours. More than performing
works of mercy, we are paying a debt of justice.
With respect to what defined her as a person, her most intimate
words were reserved for the conclusion of that speech:
… to my husband, Stephen Newnham, and my children,
Marcus and Catherine, you are and always will be my
proudest achievement. I hope to do all that I can to make
you proud.
We are here today to celebrate Fiona’s remarkable life, a life
lived creating and nurturing a beautiful family; resolutely
standing up against injustice wherever it may be; and working
tirelessly and with such skill to lift others up to a greater and
more equal future.
There has, and will be, much said about Fiona Richardson’s
legacy and achievements, of which her work on gender

Fiona was a deeply spiritual person. Her understanding of the
human condition was complex and rich, and expressed with
that articulate clarity that defined all her communications. She
did not believe in God in the traditional sense but she believed
in the interconnectedness of the universe, of forces and
energy that bind us all. She believed in the soul and that this
earthly existence was but one part of a much broader mystery
to which we all belong. ‘Any more talk like that’, I would say,
‘and I’ll have you believing in Jesus’. You can imagine the
response to that — eyebrows shooting up, ‘How very dare
you’ eyes.
Fiona meditated a lot, and like everything else in her life she
did not do meditation by halves. She informed herself from
teachings all over the world. She engaged in dedicated and
focused practice, often for hours. During these sessions she
would project herself forward and envisage herself well and
at peace. Her most precious images were reserved for her
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children — dancing at Catherine’s wedding, holding
Marcus’s first-born child.
Fiona will not see these things with her earthly eyes, but she
will be there when they happen. What she was able to witness
during her time here is the two of you hurtling towards
adulthood — brilliant, sensitive, perfectly irreverent and
incredibly composed; exceptional for your age and bursting
with promise. She knew you, and you knew her.
There is so much of her in both of you, Marcus and
Catherine. You have her fierce intellect, her drive and her
sense of justice, her timeless and wise spirit, her freaking
awesome blonde hair. You were the undisputed light,
meaning and purpose of her life. Her immense love for you
will hold you in its warmth for all your days.
Stephen, you two were such a force together. Admittedly of
course some people have added in a few well-known — and
some previously unheard of — expletives to that sentence
over the years when coming up against you both.
But whether it was raising your kids, the way you looked at
each other even after years of marriage, your shared
commitment to the Labor Party and conversely disdain for the
great pretenders, or one of my personal faves, how you would
hook people into conference calls at all hours of the day or
night in which each participant left with — how shall I put
this delicately — a very clear understanding of what was
expected of them, you have been a mighty couple. Fiona was
so proud you were her husband. She referred to you often in
many discussions, both personal and professional. You took
on this world together and you travelled this last part of her
journey side by side.
Veronica, Fiona’s name for you was ‘soul mate’. We walk
with you in your grief.
Fiona did not want to leave this life — she had much more to
do. But there was no sadness or regret that she had not used
every ounce of the time she was given.
Her legacy is immense, and she did it with such integrity.
There were no 30 pieces of silver weighing down her
saddlebags as she left us. With every decision she made she
respected the oath she had given the community she served.
She used her renowned toughness to stand up for and
alongside, others, regardless of the personal cost. She leaves
us with our community forever changed, a much safer and
fairer place.
In her last days she was covered with that precious blanket
that you made for her, Marcus and Catherine and Stephen —
the one that she took with her to the grave, and a piece of
which adorns her childhood toy, now in the care of her
beloved daughter; a blanket woven with love and memories,
strengthened with courage and honesty, capable of holding a
million tears and containing unending joys that will endure
beyond her passing. And she would have touched and smelt
home — the chopped grass of your soccer fields, Catherine;
the crisp aroma of new tennis balls, Marcus; of Bakers
Delight buns and Veronica’s zucchini slice; of camping fires,
hot baths and scented candles; of the river in the afternoon
and the farm at first light. And she would have felt the glow
of the sun, the cool tiles on her bare feet, the hugs before
bedtime, the warmth of your hands. She was surrounded by
you, and she surrounds you now and always. It was a life of
meaning, a life of conviction, a life of love.
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Go well on your journey to the canopy of the universe, Fiona.
It was an honour to know you, my friend. You have indeed
made your family, and your community, very, very proud.

Mr WATT (Burwood) — I rise to speak on the
condolence motion for Fiona Richardson. I met Fiona
for the first time 11 years ago. In fact I want to
recognise Fiona as the second-best candidate at the
2006 election for the seat of Northcote. Northcote could
not have had a better member of Parliament; I know,
because I tried to beat her. I note, having looked at
those results, that it was a pretty good result for me. I
had a negative swing of 1.5 per cent, down from about
16.8 per cent to somewhere around 15.3 per cent.
Noting the fact that Fiona got over the line with
52.57 per cent on primaries, she did have a swing
against her, so I will take the credit for that.
It would not be the last time that the two of us crossed
paths. I remember during the 2006 campaign turning up
to a street corner in High Street. Fiona had very
graciously put a brochure out to the electorate telling
people that there would be an opportunity to meet a
candidate, so I thought I would take up that opportunity
and stand on the opposite corner, something which she
did not seem to have too much of a problem with. But
the federal member at the time, Martin Ferguson, had
very choice words for me for gatecrashing their parade.
Fiona and I did not always agree on a lot of things. I
know some on the opposite side have mentioned that. I
know that the Deputy Premier might have mentioned
that Fiona did not always agree with everybody. I
obviously had reasons to have good conversations with
her about a number of things. During the last four years
when we were in government it was extremely difficult
for some of us. I think most people in this chamber who
were there at the time would understand that for one
particular member of Parliament it was extremely
difficult. I had reason to speak to that member of
Parliament a number of times. I can remember sitting in
the Speaker’s office, when the member for Evelyn was
the Speaker, and having a conversation with Fiona.
Politics aside she said to me, ‘How’s he doing?’.
Politics is tough, but she understood that we are all
people. For me to sit in there and have Fiona ask me
how one of my colleagues was doing through a very
tough time showed how human she was.
It is one thing we miss quite a lot in this place — that is,
seeing each person for the human being they are.
Politics is really tough, and I know the Leader of the
Opposition said in the last sitting week how tough
politics is with the vitriol and about what we feel in
here. I remember on the Wednesday of the last sitting
week that I was speaking just before I found out. One
particular member of Parliament, who I will not name,
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was engaging in quite a bit of banter in the chamber, so
when I heard that she was on her feet I thought I would
come back in and give her a serve as well. But I am
grateful to some on the other side for letting me know
what had transpired, because I would have made a
complete goose of myself had I done that. I am not
averse to making a goose of myself occasionally, but I
appreciated getting the heads-up. Yes, Fiona was a
member of Parliament, yes, she was the second-best
candidate in 2006 and, yes, she was a staunch advocate
for Labor Party values, but she was more than that. She
was somebody I knew as a human being and not just
somebody I knew that sat across the chamber.
When I saw the press release two weeks ago today I
sent her a text message just to say, ‘Get better’. I think
about how many members of the government whose
mobile phone numbers I have in my phone. I did a bit
of a search earlier today, and I can find two members of
the Labor Party whose mobile numbers I have. Neither
of them are with us anymore: one because he did not
stand again, and the other is Fiona. It is unusual for me
to have such high respect for members of the Labor
Party. I respect them as members of Parliament, but I
respected Fiona as a person.
To Stephen, Marcus and Catherine, my heart goes out
to you. The loss of someone so close, a family member,
is difficult, and I very much feel for you.
I also want to remark on Veronica, Hamish and
Alastair, and I want to thank them for allowing Fiona to
share their story on Australian Story. While preparing
for this I thought I would watch the episode again. I
have watched it previously, but I thought I would watch
it again. The reason I wanted to watch it again was to
make sure that what I heard in the story was what I
thought I had heard. I have listened to this debate and I
have listened to people talk about the legacy of a
person, but I would like to quote something that Fiona
said in Australian Story:
… I didn’t quite anticipate the scale to which … my brothers
in particular would respond — and me as well — to what has
happened in the past. I don’t normally … cry as often as I’ve
been crying through the last little while. And I think, you
know, it is about learning about what happened to them. It
was awful.

Family violence affects many people in our
community. Family violence is something that affects
both males and females. I had this discussion with
Fiona, and we talked about statistics. I have directed
people to Fiona that many people in here would not
necessarily think would want to speak to Fiona or that
she would actually reach out and speak to. I greatly
admire her for not only standing up for what people
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would think are typical victims of domestic violence
but for helping me to help others who have contacted
me about their stories. Each victim of domestic
violence is an individual and should be treated as such
and with respect.
I want to finish with a couple of quotes. During
Australian Story Fiona’s mother said:
I tried to understand why I had put up with being beaten by my
husband for so many years. And then I sort of … said to
myself … it’s because your mother was violent. I thought being
beaten was normal, because my mother always beat me.

I want to pay tribute to Fiona’s mother for speaking out
about the violence she suffered, not only at the hands of
her husband, but also the violence she suffered when
she was growing up. Fiona recognised this and in one
quote I got from the Australian Story website she said:
The way that my grandmother treated my mother did
condition my mother to an acceptance that family violence or
such terrible behaviour was somehow normal and all that she
deserved in life.

No person, regardless of who they are, regardless of
where they come from, regardless of their background,
their gender or their age, deserves to be a victim of
domestic violence.
I mention Veronica, Hamish and Alastair because I
know what it is like to put your family in the spotlight. I
know how difficult it is when we as politicians stand in
this place, or not, and thrust our families into the
spotlight. I know how difficult it is because I know the
conversations, and I wish I had had them before I thrust
my family into the spotlight. I know how difficult it is
to have a conversation with family, to say to them,
‘Yes, it is you’, and while I did not ask before I stood in
this place and mentioned my family, I respect the fact
that Fiona did, and I respect the fact that she had those
conversations with her family and they allowed her to
use their story. Vale, Fiona Richardson.
Ms THOMSON (Footscray) — I rise to pay tribute
to the extraordinary life of Fiona Richardson. It is true
to say she would have hated that this condolence
motion was taking place. She always thought we should
do away with condolence motions and I hope she will
forgive us and realise that this condolence motion will
give comfort to her family and friends for years to
come. It is an opportunity to have her achievements
acknowledged, not only for her, but for the people who
are the beneficiaries of her dedication. Many have
spoken and many will of her achievements and legacy
as the first Minister for the Prevention of Family
Violence, and the way that she undertook her role with
passion and determination to make women and children
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safe from family violence. I am going to channel Fiona
here and everyone will know on this side what I am
channelling. Fiona took on this task the same way she
took on every issue — with complete and total
conviction and commitment.
To prepare for this condolence motion I sat down with
Janice Munt, a former member for Mordialloc and a
close friend of Fi’s. We have over the past week spoken
about Fiona at great length and together shared our
stories of Fi. In many ways, this is a condolence motion
from us both.
Fiona was pragmatic yet idealistic, optimistic but still a
realist, generous but also very private. She had high
expectations of herself whilst being her own harshest
critic. Fiona was not interested in material things and
before entering Parliament did not care too much about
how she dressed. She was most comfortable in a trackie
and a T-shirt, and as we have already heard, preferred
to have bare feet, so much so that when Fiona spoke in
the chamber she would slip off her shoes whilst she was
speaking, probably another first.
Just after Fiona was elected she asked Janice and me to
take her shopping for clothes. You need to remember
that Fiona had no real interest in clothes or shopping; in
fact she hated it. You also need to know that Fiona
could sometimes be quite stubborn, and this was one of
those days. We managed to buy a few outfits for both
the electorate and Parliament, but not without Fiona
fighting us every step along the way. Shoe shopping
was even worse, but we did manage to get through it
and in the end the newly elected member for Northcote
was pleased with her purchases and her shopping
expeditions became more enjoyable after that.
Fiona was Labor to her core. That was obvious from
her inaugural speech in 2006 in this place when she
said, referring to the establishment of the Labor Party:
This passion for justice drives Labor governments still. We
believe that individual prosperity should not be dependent upon
your postcode; that the claims of the few do not override the
needs of the many; that everyone has the right to be treated
fairly in the workplace; that difference should be treated with
tolerance; that universal health care is a right not a privilege;
and that every person has the opportunity to share in the wealth
of the community and to reach their full potential.

Fiona had a great understanding of Labor history, but
she also had a will to drive Labor’s future. Long before
she entered this place she worked tirelessly within the
Labor Party to ensure we were putting forward our best
and brightest at all levels within the party and into our
Parliament. She butted heads with some of the most
influential people in the party. She was prepared to
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stand her ground and put what was always a
well-developed case.
Fiona did not always win but she was a formidable force
and won more battles than she lost. One that was lost
was over a uranium mining resolution at a famous ALP
national conference. A lot of pressure was put on three
delegates from Victoria’s Labor Unity to vote with the
national right for a resolution to increase uranium
mining. Needless to say, three hands went up against the
resolution: Janice’s, mine and of course Fiona’s.
Fiona understood the backrooms of politics well. She
could play the game better than most, but she also
believed there needed to be purpose and values
beyond just the numbers and the power. She was a
fountain of ideas that covered so many areas it was
often hard to keep up. Her talent, drive and energy led
her to take on positions of influence herself, becoming
the second woman to run a major faction of the party.
Paul Keating said:
I think leadership’s always been about two main things:
imagination and courage.

Fiona had both. Whether it is the legacy she leaves as
the Minister for Women and Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence, her policy work as the
shadow Minister for Public Transport and her policy
work as the shadow minister for innovation and small
business, Fiona drove the agenda and developed
innovative policy solutions in all these areas. General
Norman Schwarzkopf said:
When placed in command, take charge.

That was Fiona. She took command, and she took
charge. She would love that quote, because she loved
all things military.
When Fiona and Stephen started dating — Stephen is
going to hate this bit — they were chalk and cheese.
Stephen was the country boy who loved his meat,
supported the timber industry and saw no problem with
duck shooting. Fiona on the other hand was a
vegetarian, wanted to preserve forests and was appalled
at the thought that anyone would want to shoot ducks.
But they worked as a couple. Both were intelligent,
smart and prepared to engage in long debates. They
loved, admired and respected each other. Fiona would
say that Stephen was a great strategist and she was
good at tactics. Even though they were entrenched in
politics, they both had the same priority: their family.
Marcus and Catherine were the centre of Fiona’s world.
Politics is hard on families and particularly hard on our
children, but Fiona was determined that the children
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would always come first and that any ambition she
might have would come second.

for the Prevention of Family Violence, is the first time a
sitting minister in Victoria has passed away.

When Fiona had her first bout with breast cancer,
Janice took her to buy a wig. Time was put in to
finding the perfect wig — the right one. Fiona took it
home, but it was never worn. Enter the marvellous
Jodi Dack, who created Baldilicious, a range of hats
for women undergoing cancer treatments, and Fiona’s
preferred headwear.

Fiona’s background has certainly shaped her, her beliefs
and embedded her values. Fiona’s early years and
difficult family life, where she experienced family
violence and life in refuges, clearly had an impact. As a
minster she was able to speak, act and provide support to
others by drawing on her experiences and the support
provided by other women, including the strength of her
mother. Deciding to speak up and have your family’s
story told so publicly on Australian Story was indeed a
brave move. From Fiona’s point of view — and in
retrospect by everybody — it certainly was very needed.

Almost two years ago Fiona delighted in telling me that
with the help of a genealogist her family had discovered
that they had Jewish heritage. She was so excited and
hopeful that the line also travelled through the women.
To celebrate her 49th birthday I took Janice down to
my favourite jewellery shop and we bought Fiona her
very own Star of David to wear around her neck. She
loved it. It was not a religious connection that Fiona
felt — she was not religious — but she felt at home
with the culture and respected the struggles of Jews
over the generations to survive. She was proud at the
thought that these may be her people too.
To Marcus and Catherine, there are so many stories to
be told about your mum, not just her commitment to
making a difference to people’s lives as a minister but
also the stories about her, like the time she went for her
first massage and the time she took Janice and me to
see the spooks. That is what she called them. She was
so much fun. There are so many stories we could tell,
and hopefully you will get to hear them all. You can be
proud of your mum for what she achieved and for the
person she was. She was so very proud of you.
To Stephen and Veronica, you know how special Fiona
was and how special you were to her, how much she
loved you and that you loved her. Knowing Fiona, she
is still around, watching and grimacing at all this fuss
and saying to me, ‘Toughen up’, but secretly pleased
that her legacy has been put on the record. My thoughts
and love are with you Stephen, Veronica, Marcus,
Catherine, Hamish and Alastair, her friends, family,
staff in the ministerial office, staff in the electorate
office and to Graeme. Vale, Fiona Richardson.
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — We all come to this
place with different backgrounds and experiences. Our
backgrounds shape us in such a way that we develop
our own sense of purpose and decide what we want to
achieve. We also all come to this place as
parliamentarians. And although our backgrounds are
different — as are our politics — we are all
parliamentarians in this place. The loss of one of this
collective is felt by all of us. The passing of Fiona
Richardson, the Minister for Women and the Minister

During her teenage years Fiona attended Methodist
Ladies College in Kew, an all-girls school where girls
are absolutely encouraged to do their best but also to
know that they can match it very much with men. At
this time Fiona had some very formidable classmates.
In her year level were the Honourable Nicola Roxon,
former federal minister and member for Gellibrand, and
the Honourable Mary Wooldridge in the other place.
Mary has uncovered a photo of a year 11 class were she
and Fiona are photographed together.
Fiona believed in equality and the prevention of
violence. In this place she had the opportunity to work
in this area. As a colleague from across the chamber
Fiona was very approachable to talk about these issues.
At one time I was quite surprised when Fiona suggested
that we go into Strangers cafe to sit down, have a coffee
and talk about an issue. Fiona understood the need for
support and, more importantly, the need for women to
support women.
At her state memorial service we heard of the support
she provided to the member for Brunswick when she
too faced her cancer battle. But Fiona’s support for
women was not partisan. Fiona reached out to support
Donna Bauer, the former member for Carrum, on
Donna’s diagnosis with bowel cancer. It was some six
months after Fiona’s initial diagnosis. She drove to
Carrum to meet with Donna and to provide a level of
support that we probably did not appreciate at the time.
She provided what Donna describes as sound, stern and
practical advice — very stern advice actually. Listening
to the stories today, I can imagine that with the tone that
Fiona used even Donna was certainly not about to not
take that advice on board. Fiona also had a tube of
MooGoo with her, which Donna said was such a
practical and invaluable gift. Her demonstration of
support showed that Fiona believed very firmly in the
need for women to support women. Her main lesson to
Donna was to look after yourself, especially in this
game. Fiona and Donna were each other’s pairs during
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divisions during the time they were both off on sick
leave. They developed a bond over cancer. Fiona’s
support for Donna is a testament to her character and
her ability to walk the talk.
On International Women’s Day last year, during a
ministers statement, Fiona departed somewhat from the
normal course of events to mention that her mother was
in the chamber. I found this quite amusing, and we
chatted about it later. I thought that other than our
inaugural speech, very rarely would our parents come
to this place to watch us perform and take pride in their
son or daughter going about their work as a
parliamentarian.
I thought that for Fiona’s mother, Veronica, to come
here and watch Fiona in action gave her the opportunity
to really experience such pride. I offer my deepest
sympathy to Fiona’s family, to her husband, Stephen, to
her children, Marcus and Catherine, to her mother, to
her family and friends and to those on her staff and in
her political office. It is an extremely difficult time. As
with everybody in this chamber, my thoughts have been
with those people for quite some time.
Ms KNIGHT (Wendouree) — When I think of
Fiona I immediately think about her wonderful spirit of
generosity. Do not get me wrong: she was all about
getting the job done, but she was also about taking
people with her. Everyone talks about the report that
came out of the Royal Commission into Family
Violence, and everyone should talk about that
incredibly significant body of work, but we should not
forget that every single one of those
227 recommendations came about for two reasons. The
first is that someone — a victim survivor or an
advocate — told a devastating and shocking story. The
second is that Fiona heard that story. When Fiona hears
something that is wrong, unjust, harmful and painful
she does something about it, and she brings along those
who can help. She is not precious about ownership —
she has a wonderful spirit of generosity — and I was so
lucky and so privileged to be one of those people that
she brought along.
Like the Minister for Industry and Employment, the
other day I looked back through the text messages
between me and Fiona. They reminded me of how
willing she was to share her role. I remembered,
through reading those messages, how when Fiona had
responsibility for all of the recommendations she
invited me to a forum. There was a huge number of
people in the room all having some involvement in the
area of family violence. It was just amazing being there.
We — all of us — spent the day going through each
and every recommendation and talking about what was
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missing, what could be achieved and what should come
first. The energy and enthusiasm in the room was
something that I will never forget. Yes, there were
disagreements, and there should be disagreements, but
the sense of wanting to achieve something, the sense
that something big, important and groundbreaking was
happening was the dominant feeling in the room. And
there was Fiona — regal Fiona — walking calmly
amongst the crowd with her cup of tea, giving a word
here, an encouragement there and handing over to those
who were living the experience in one way or another
every day. The respect in that room for Fiona was
palpable, and I can still feel it now as I talk about it.
I got a sense of that respect yesterday at the launch of
the University of the Third Age state conference. On
each table were purple ribbons and a note that read, ‘In
recognition of the work that the late Fiona Richardson,
MP, did as the Minister for Women and Minister for
the Prevention of Family Violence in the community,
you are invited to wear this small sign of
acknowledgement of her work. Fiona was a passionate
advocate for the safety of women and children and
dedicated much of her working life to their protection.
Her leadership and vision will be greatly missed by the
community at large’.
Her leadership and her vision will be greatly missed,
but in true Fiona style, she has left work for all of us to
do. She was not afraid to share right up until the end.
The work that she has left us is incredibly significant,
important, life-changing and lifesaving.
Fiona talked about the importance of prevention right
from the very beginning of the royal commission
process, and it was music to my ears. Having spent
many years working at centres against sexual assault
back in the 1980s when they were first established it
was just such a relief to hear a minister — a minister no
less — talk about prevention. We as a community have
been all about the reaction, the counselling and the
courts, all important of course. But prevention, that is
really where it is at, much like the government’s
$168 million Roadmap for Reform, which is shifting
the children and family services system from crisis
response to prevention and early intervention.
Fiona knew that she had an ally in me. She was
absolutely focused on delivering recommendations 187
and 188. She knew that just as the prevention of family
violence is the responsibility of every single member of
our community, the prevention of family violence
enacted through legislation is the responsibility of every
single member of this Parliament.
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Fiona’s vision for a family violence prevention agency
was very clear and included, amongst other things,
permanent, dedicated and enduring funding — and I
know she would want me to look at the Treasurer right
now; legislated independence; investment driven by
evidence and outcomes reducing response costs over
time; and co-investment with non-government sources.
It sounds a little complex but her motivation was
simple — to have an agency that changes attitudes in
order to save lives and give families, women and
children a better quality of life and a life of peace and
ambition, not violence, isolation and control. I share
this vision and commit to Fiona and to all the women
and children in our community who are currently living
in abusive situations that I will help in any way possible
to make this agency a reality.
I would like to acknowledge Fiona’s staff, particularly
Tanja, Ashlea and Maree. Your support for Fiona, her
friends and her colleagues has been exceptional. I know
that it has been difficult and heartbreaking, but you
have continued on delivering Fiona’s vision. My
deepest sympathy goes to those that she loved the most:
Stephen, Catherine, Marcus, Veronica, Hamish and
Alastair. I will miss you, Fiona. You were so funny in
so many ways and also so reassuring. I cannot begin to
tell you how much I learned from you. You were such a
generous teacher. I will never forget that you believed
in me at a time when I did not really believe in myself. I
will never forget that you invited me to help you with
this important work. When I think of you, Fiona, I will
always think of your wonderful spirit of generosity.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to talk briefly and to
add some of my words to some of the great words that
have already been spoken. Fiona was our first Minister
for the Prevention of Family Violence, and she showed
that you can take the negatives of life, learn from them
and turn them into positives — something I think all of
us could benefit from. I would also like to acknowledge
the great words that the member for Brunswick found
in this week of trying times. Very well done, Jane.
Fiona’s contribution to the prevention of family
violence was to bring a perspective to it that made a
difference. In my particular area, the electorate of
Mildura, and in most of our electorates, family violence
is present and it is ugly, but it needs to be addressed. In
Mildura the incidence is higher than in other regional
areas and higher than it needs to be. That was
recognised by the minister, and programs flowed to
Mildura to tackle and prevent family violence —
something my community is better off for. There have
been a number of high-profile family tragedies in my
area, as there have been in others, and the minister was
strong at those times. But there is still work to be done.
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I think in life all of us are here because we want to
make a difference. In order to do that you need to be
involved and get informed, and then you can make a
difference. Fiona certainly showed us that. I thank
Fiona’s family for giving her to us. We all know
families carry a great burden when someone wants to
make a difference. Fiona has made a great difference to
all of us. Thank you and farewell to Fiona — a life
short lived but a life well lived.
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) — Over the last
almost two weeks we have all had to come to terms
with what was for many of us a very sudden loss. I have
spent a number of years in this Parliament listening to
different condolence speeches, in most cases for people
I have never heard of. To be confronted over the last
couple of weeks with losing not just someone we knew
very well but somebody who not long before had sat
next to us in cabinet or had sat with us here in
Parliament made it all the more difficult.
There has been much said today about Fiona’s
contribution to the prevention of family violence in
Victoria, and I will come to that, but she was also
passionate about many other things, including,
obviously, the Australian Labor Party — her family,
her tribe. She played an incredibly critical role in its
modern iteration. As we heard someone say earlier, it is
hard to imagine a Labor Party without Fiona. Of the
30 years I have been a member, 20 were with Fiona
playing a critical and leading role, and often causing a
great deal of fear and sometimes loathing in some
people as well. She protected her tribe as she protected
her family.
Education was also a massive passion for Fiona, and we
heard about that from the principal of Northcote High
School at her memorial service. Fiona spoke about
education in her inaugural speech, identifying it as one
of the key indicators in terms of equality of opportunity.
As she said in that speech, if we get that right, we can
lift the most disadvantaged children out of the desert of
despair and into the oasis of opportunity.
Another lesser-known passion of Fiona’s — and the
member for Footscray mentioned it — was national
parks. As I said, I knew Fiona for close to 20 years, and
it was not until the last couple of years that I really got
an appreciation of her understanding of nature and the
importance it held in her life. Not only was Mount
Buffalo a major part of her and, I think, Stephen’s
life — I am not sure if he enjoyed those bushwalks as
much as Fiona did — but she was absolutely passionate
about the need for governments to protect national
parks. She provided me with some great advice, support
and counsel during the implementation of our policies
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not long after we were elected to remove 99-year leases
from national parks, take cows out of national parks,
protect Point Nepean and of course ensure the future of
Mount Buffalo Chalet. I very much appreciated her
guidance and her absolute passion for the beauty and
the importance of national parks for future generations.
It provided me with a very new window into Fiona.
But as we have heard today, for most Victorians now
and into the future it will be Fiona’s work in tackling
family violence and gender inequality that will be
celebrated and remembered. For too long family
violence was seen as a behind-closed-doors issue —
something unlucky women and children must tolerate
within the private bounds of their marriage and family.
In some cases it was thought that maybe they had done
something to cause it. When violence was heard about
by witnesses outside the family, it too often was met
with disinterest or deafness. People would turn away,
respecting the privacy of the perpetrator and thinking it
was not their role to intervene.
Now, due to the work of Fiona, the Premier and
hundreds of women, a spotlight has been shone on this
private abuse, and Victoria is now on the path to
dealing with and one day preventing family violence.
Thanks to Fiona, the Royal Commission into Family
Violence and so many women, we have a 227-step
roadmap to guide us to improve the situation for
Victorian women and children.
When I first became Minister for Police, Fiona sought
me out. She understood that change in this area
involved the work of so many of us and that one of the
key agencies that could protect women and play a role
in changing culture was Victoria Police. She was keen
for us to work together to make sure that the
recommendations targeting the justice system and
especially Victoria Police would be a key priority for
implementation. She understood just how critical
Victoria Police was in not only responding to incidents
but also changing the culture of accountability and
respect for women. She expressed to me the respect she
had for Victoria Police officers across the ranks who
had risen to the challenge to address the scourge of
family violence.
Police across the state have acknowledged over the last
couple of weeks Fiona’s contribution and the changes
she has led following the royal commission. Many have
said that they are seeing some of the biggest and most
important reforms that they have seen in their policing
careers. The royal commission made 33 specific
recommendations directed at police, with many others
related to Victoria Police, and they are well on the way
to delivering all those recommendations. They have
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also indicated to me that they remain as committed as
ever — as I am — to ensuring that we finish this
important work to honour Fiona and to save lives.
Fiona knew that we needed to focus not just on family
violence but on the drivers of family violence. She
clearly understood that structures of gender inequality
were driving family violence. Sadly we remain a
society with countless quiet inequalities, from the
persistent gender pay gap to women doing the heavy
lifting of parenting and housework and sexist
representations of women in the media. Through the
state’s first-ever gender equality strategy, Fiona was
holding Victoria to account in the fight for women to
receive the same opportunities, support and recognition
that men take for granted. And she was fighting for the
safety of women and children.
So thank you, Fiona, always frank and fearless,
sometimes scary, always bold and extremely brave,
especially through your illness. You will be missed by
many in our community, in the corridors of Spring
Street and in the Labor Party. My condolences and
thoughts are with Stephen, Catherine, Marcus and all
her family members. My heart hurts for you.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) — Sitting in this chamber
for so many hours over the past three years, it was clear
to me that Fiona Richardson was a woman to be
reckoned with. When Fiona rose to speak, a silence
would fall. There was none of the regular noise or
point-scoring that usually accompanies life in this
Parliament. She was respected and admired by political
friends and foes alike and by many outside these walls,
and she clearly knew how to set lofty goals and see
them through. As Minister for Women and as
Victoria’s first Minister for the Prevention of Family
Violence, Fiona championed the rights of women at
every opportunity, and the lives of many women and
girls today are going to be much better because of the
future that she has been able to create for them.
In her previous roles as parliamentary secretary for
education and for treasury and finance, both taken up in
her very first term, and later as opposition spokesperson
for public transport and for small business and
innovation, she served her party well. I did not know
Fiona well. I regret that we did not have more
opportunities to meet together. Our paths really crossed
only occasionally in this place, but she always took me
aside to let me know what her business was and what
the business she was transacting that might affect me or
my community was.
When I saw the episode of Australian Story on Fiona
and her family, I was struck by her steely
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determination, something I had seen in this Parliament.
She was incredibly determined. She was someone who
was not forgotten when she walked out of a room, and
she was someone people took a lot of notice of.
When news of her death broke, my staff were quick to
share their memories of one of her trips to Shepparton.
Fiona was in the town in the middle of last year as part
of her six-week statewide consultation to determine the
government’s blueprint for gender equality. As part of
her visit she came to my office and took my staff to see
the incredible work done by those on the frontline in the
battle against family violence at one of our local
women’s refuges. There they witnessed firsthand
Fiona’s passion for her work, her ability to connect with
others, her generosity and her endless compassion in
fighting to break the cycle of family violence. It is a
tragic cycle, and it is one I knew only too well in my
many years as a family lawyer practising in Shepparton.
Over my years of practice I have seen some remarkable
change. There was a time when at the Shepparton
police station there was no dedicated family violence
officer. If you rang the police station, you might be told
that it was ‘just a domestic’. Later Sergeant Ken
O’Connor filled the role for many years. Now we have
four dedicated family violence police officers in
Shepparton, and that is a remarkable change in really
only probably the past three years. So the work that
Fiona Richardson has done has really resounded across
the whole state, and we are seeing results on the
ground. I think there are many women out on farms,
isolated women, women in towns, women across the
regions — not only in Melbourne — who know what
she has done and who will benefit from the work she
has done. She was not city centric; I can tell you that.
She was out and about across the regions.
We have a new courthouse in Shepparton being built at
the moment. One of the remarkable things that is
coming to Shepparton is our own family violence court.
That is something that would have been unheard of in
all the years that I practised law. We certainly need it. It
is a very busy list in the Shepparton court, and to be
able to have a dedicated family violence court in a
regional city such as Shepparton will, I hope, engender
a lot of change because with the family violence court
not only does as a magistrate specialising in that area
come, but so do a whole lot of other support services. I
think it is an amazing opportunity to see many of the
recommendations of the Royal Commission into
Family Violence be put into practice.
The loss of Fiona to this Parliament and to those who
loved her is profound. I send my heartfelt condolences
to Fiona’s husband, Stephen, and to her children,
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Marcus and Catherine. Stephen, my children lost their
father when they were young. I have to say that in this
place there are many wonderful aunties and uncles who
will fill your household with stories and who your
children will love to listen to for many years ahead.
That will help them deal with the loss — to know that
they had such a remarkable mother and to share those
memories into their future. Her absence certainly
cannot be filled, but I hope that you will take some
small comfort from knowing that she has left a lasting
impression on this place and on this state — on the
whole state — and that her legacy will not be forgotten.
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) — I would like
to rise today to honour the memory of Fiona
Richardson. People pass through public life, and
through the choices that are made through the
utilisation of the power and authority which we are
lucky enough, particularly those who have the honour
of serving as ministers, to have vested in us on behalf of
the community, we seek — and Fiona certainly did —
to leave Victorians in a better place for our touching of
their lives.
Fiona’s life and life in politics is a story in part about
power. Power for Fiona was important — I think it
should be acknowledged — and it was something she
sought to acquire on behalf of those interests which she
served. But for her, importantly, power was not a tool
in itself. Power was for a purpose and a moral purpose.
The exercising of power creates moral questions which
confront anyone who is serious about the role that we
play as public officials but also the nature of the
relationship between those who exercise power and the
broader community.
I think there is no more honourable tribute to any
person in this place than to know that the exercise of
power, which they had the responsibility for, will lead
to vulnerable young women and children, vulnerable
wives and vulnerable partners being free of terror,
being free of violence, being free of fear and living
without the fear of someone returning home to do them
harm. That work in combating family violence in all its
forms is a legacy that is fitting and that will last long
beyond the normal discourse we have in this place.
I was struck when I had a similar discussion with local
branch members about Fiona’s legacy. Someone came
up to me after that and spoke to me of their own
experience of family violence. This is a person in fact
who is not particularly recognised, I would say, as being
close to Fiona in the various worlds of Labor politics, but
for him the terror that he experienced as a child is
something he wished no-one else to experience. Fiona
has ensured that less people experience that terror.
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Empowerment is a word that is often misused. Fiona’s
legacy in public life is a story of female empowerment,
not because someone granted her a position; that is not
empowerment. Empowerment entails the person who is
empowered actually holding power. Fiona held power,
and she held power in what was not entirely but largely
a male world, and she held power on equal terms. That
is empowerment, so her story is a story of female
empowerment.
To Stephen, to her children, Marcus and Catherine, and
to her mother, Veronica, you can look with pride on her
legacy. You can look to her life and know that there
was much to be proud of in her toughness and in her
work to acquire authority and power, but more
important were the moral standards at the core of that
ultimate utilisation. There will be a legacy which will
stand not just as a testament which you and your family
can draw upon, and that is important, but also for
millions of Victorians and the lives that they lead. Vale,
Fiona Richardson.
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — Over the last
100 years, almost precisely, Northcote has had five
members — all representatives of the Labor Party, so it
would not be described as a swinging marginal seat.
The member for Burwood was an optimist in running
there a number of years ago. Among the
representatives, one served for 40 years, another served
for 30 years or thereabouts, another served for 10 years
and another served for 11 years, that being Fiona.
During her time in this chamber, a number of us on this
side of the house, from corridor conversations, saw that
Fiona had the potential to be a future Labor leader. That
was a narrative that was told, and among the former
leaders for Northcote, one served as Premier and one
served as the Leader of the Opposition. Observing her
demeanour in the house as she moved perhaps eight or
nine paces to the dispatch box, she was measured, she
was clinical, she was purposeful and she was a very
keen advocate.
I had the privilege of getting to know her through a
role that I now share with you, Speaker, as a co-chair
of the parliamentarians against domestic violence.
That is an arena of leadership that does require a
strong bipartisan approach. I can contrast the stillness
of the chamber now with settings in my own
electorate where there are the negative narratives of
families confronting domestic violence, of police
attending in the early hours of the morning, of an
ambulance there, of a fist through a window, of blood
over the carpet, of children who need to be cared for
or of employment commitments that may not be met.
In that context it is important that there is purposeful
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leadership, measured leadership and wise leadership.
Those were qualities that Fiona brought to her own
leadership as Minister for the Prevention of Family
Violence and as Minister for Women in this place.
As co-chairs we had the opportunity to listen to the
leaders of Victoria Police speak in the Federation Room
as they defined the magnitude of the problem of
domestic violence from their point of view. Fiona and
her staff had the leadership and insight to recruit Patrick
Dangerfield to the ‘say no to violence’ campaign after
he had moved from Adelaide to Melbourne but before
his Brownlow Medal year. He was part of the
significant campaign on the steps of Parliament House,
and that was a very important message to have resonate
into the middle of Victoria. I pay tribute to his 2016
Geelong colleague Jimmy Bartel and his contribution in
combating domestic violence in Victoria, making a
very clear message that can be followed by others.
Then there was the debate in this chamber that was
addressed by Rosie Batty, Chief Commissioner of
Police Graham Ashton, Indigenous leader Muriel
Bamblett, Kristy McKellar, Annette Gillespie and
Rodney Vlais, along with the contributions of a number
of members, where the issue of domestic violence was
exposed and addressed in numbers of wise ways.
In terms of the bipartisan approach to domestic
violence being addressed, I had the opportunity on the
part of the opposition to draw on experiences firstly as a
member of the all-party parliamentary Law Reform
Committee, which looked at access to law and legal
services in rural and regional Victoria, in the
54th Parliament. The evidence taken both on and off
the record was horrific, and the committee came up
with multiple recommendations, numbers of which
were implemented, addressing the needs and concerns
of women in rural and regional Victoria.
There are also the federal initiatives undertaken in
relation to this area that have seen support for casework
being extended for women’s legal services and other
agencies; the banning of direct cross-examination of
women in family law cases where violence has been
raised; the boosting of funding for parenting
management hearings; and support for community legal
centres. They are some of the initiatives that have been
developed within our federal arena as well. It is
important that work in this area is undertaken on a
bipartisan basis.
I note the comments about Fiona in speeches earlier
today, and I pay tribute to those people who have
spoken, with their poignant insights and knowledge of
Fiona as a parliamentarian, as a mother and within her
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immediate family context. I note the very fine speech of
the member for Kew — his firsthand insight and his
suggestion that the Chandler Highway bridge be named
the Fiona Richardson bridge. I suggest a two-way
bridge: a Fiona Richardson bridge going one way and a
Tim Smith bridge going the other. I note the
contribution that she made to building a bridge — this
very important issue.
To Stephen, I make the comment that Mount Buffalo is
a beautiful place. May you have the chance to return
there with your family to remember a place that Fiona
enjoyed, and may your children remember her within
that precinct. I extend the condolences of the
Sandringham electorate to the Richardson and
Newnham families.
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — When I first
started thinking about what I wanted to say today I was
determined I did not want to talk about some sanitised
or fictionalised version of Fiona. I wanted to talk about
the Fiona Richardson that I knew for more than
20 years, the person that I met when she was working
in Werribee as an electorate officer for my friend and
former union colleague Mary Gillett. But as I listened
to some of the speeches at the state memorial service
last Thursday and indeed some of the speeches today, I
had to concede that even though I knew Fiona for a
very long time I have an incomplete understanding of
her. I have a superficial understanding of Fiona. I have
one that is borne of knowing someone through the
prism of politics, rather than knowing her personally in
the way that many members of this chamber clearly
did. So I want to say to those whose experience of
Fiona was much deeper and much more intimate and
complete than mine that I apologise in advance for
reflections which you might think do not fully capture
the Fiona Richardson that you knew and clearly
understood so well.
I knew Fiona primarily as a political operative, and as a
political operative she was a difficult woman — and
that is a description I think she would have been
immensely proud of. She was unquestionably a
champion for women and children who had been the
victims or who indeed remain at risk of domestic
violence. She was a staunch friend to many people, and
we have heard from the members for Kororoit,
Williamstown, Wendouree and Brunswick and so many
others today about what kind of a friend she was. She
was an iconoclast. When you sat around a table, if there
was going to be one person who spoke against the
prevailing sentiment — whatever that might be — it
was generally Fiona. She challenged everyone, and as
is the case with iconoclasts, it was not always welcome.
But one thing Fiona did was that she ensured that an
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alternative point of view had to be confronted, and I
think on almost all of the occasions that she did that we
were better for it.
Within the Labor Party Fiona has a lot of incredibly
steadfast admirers, and I think the thing that I note
about that is that they come from across age brackets,
across genders and across factions. I am thinking about
people like Kosmos Samaras, Theo Theophanous, Jane
Garrett, Robert Ray, Greg Sword and Candy Broad.
Fiona was someone who was outstanding at building
relationships right across the breadth of the Labor Party.
I think back to 2002 and the Labor Unity group, which
Fiona was a convener of; it had just started to come
apart at the seams. I was convinced then, and I remain
convinced today, that Fiona Richardson was the main
reason that that group survived — no disrespect to the
member for Footscray. She was a shrewd deal-maker,
she was a fierce combatant and she held that show
together by sheer force of will.
I spent a lot of time with Fiona Richardson over many,
many years, whether as a state conference delegate or
when I was the secretary of the National Union of
Workers. I sat alongside her negotiating agreements; I
sat on the other side of the table negotiating agreements
with her. We were candidates together, MPs together,
shadow ministers together and cabinet colleagues. And
there were times in Fiona’s life when she and I were
much closer than we were at the end of her life. That is
regrettable. It is also not uncommon in this business. I
am sure that if she had lived longer the wheel would
have turned again, as it had so many times in the past.
But what I know for certain, having worked with her on
so many occasions, is that her tactical mind was
absolutely extraordinary. What I also know for certain,
having been opposed to her on many occasions, is that
she could be an utterly formidable opponent. There was
one time in particular in this building when I had acted
politically in a way that displeased her. In a room
upstairs we shook hands at the end of all of that and she
looked at me with those steely blue eyes, which so
many members have described today, and
congratulated me. And I thought to myself, ‘Mate,
you’re going to pay for this. You’re going to pay for
this one day’.
Having started by saying that I did not want to sanitise
my memory of Fiona, I do not want to overcorrect
either. She was, it is true, one of the first women in the
back room with the boys, more than holding her own,
influencing outcomes and leading. But she was also a
devoted wife to Stephen, she was a devoted mother to
Marcus and Catherine, she was a daughter to Veronica
and she was a sister to Hamish and Alastair. Having
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watched Australian Story again just on Sunday, I was
reminded of what a tower of strength she was to her
elder brothers and how completely proud of her they
were. She was a champion of her sector. She was a
supportive and caring friend, again as we have heard so
often today, and she was that to many, many people,
particularly to those fighting battles of their own.
In many regards Fiona is someone who is simply
impossible to pigeonhole. She is someone who defies
categorisation. Despite her outward quietness and the
considered manner which she demonstrated in this
chamber on many, many occasions, she traversed and
completely inhabited the Victorian Labor Party for
more than two decades. She was someone who was an
undeniable force. I have got to say, as I reflect on all the
people that I have dealt with in the Labor Party and in
the Parliament for many decades now, there was
nobody else quite like Fiona. It will be for all of us, I
think, very, very different and very, very strange now
that she is gone. I am not a spiritual person and I do not
pretend to know what the purpose of life is, but if it is to
leave a mark and it is to make a difference, she most
certainly did that. Vale, comrade. Rest in peace.
Mr PAYNTER (Bass) — On 23 August, which was
in the last sitting week of this Parliament, I said in a
members statement:
My thoughts are with the member for Northcote, the Minister
for Women and Minister for the Prevention of Family
Violence, and her extended family as she battles multiple
tumours. The minister has played a lead role in fighting
against family violence in all forms and will no doubt fight
the tumours with equal vigour and determination. I get the
impression that the minister is tough. She will certainly need
to muster all her resilience in this battle. She has my respect
and best wishes.

I am glad I took the opportunity on that day to say those
words. Little did I know at the time that she was in
palliative care and this would be her last day on earth.
I only knew Fiona the politician. I did, however, learn
something about the other person at a memorial service
last week, where people spoke in glowing terms about
her contribution to public life. The member for
Brunswick in particular spoke beautifully, passionately
and lovingly about Fiona the mother and the friend — a
dear friend.
Fiona chose to no longer be the victim. She made it
very clear that this is the responsibility of all members
of Parliament on both sides: to address gender
inequality and the prevention of family violence. She
gave a voice to Rosie Batty, Kristy McKellar and others
that have been the subject of family violence. I
respected Fiona’s bipartisan approach to preventing
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family violence, and note her attendance with myself
and the member for Dandenong at a forum in
Pakenham on this issue.
My condolences to Stephen, Marcus and Catherine, and
to her mother, Veronica, and the extended family. If life
is about leaving a legacy, then, Fiona, yours is
everlasting. Rest in peace, Fiona Richardson.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — We all remember
where we were when we heard the impossible,
inexplicable news that Fiona Richardson had died. How
could that be? She seemed so strong and indestructible.
She was a force of nature — not in the weather sense,
not a strong wind or a storm that is here for a short time
and then gone, but as strong as steel, as solid as a rock.
She was hewn from the earth of Africa, with those
sparkling intense blue eyes, as precious and everlasting
as the diamonds and sapphires mined in the continent of
her birth.
Some 2 hours after Fi’s death, at 4.55 p.m., the member
for Frankston burst into this chamber and blurted out to
me — the first person that he saw — that Fiona had
died. My immediate two reactions were to howl like an
animal in grief and then give the member a left hook.
But I could do neither, because I was next on the
speaking list. I had 20 seconds to compose myself and
channel, ‘What would Fi do?’.
I did not know who knew and who did not — we are
webstreamed now. I had to ground myself like Fiona
always did. The only one thing I wished I could have
done was to have kicked my shoes off, but I had
shoelaces. Fiona would not have had fussy things like
that. I needed to ground myself and get through
speaking on a justice bill, which she would have
absolutely supported and did support; it was part of her
reforms. Then a short time later I had to speak on an
adjournment matter. I felt absolute physical pain for
days after, as I had contorted my face so much so as to
not cry, because Fiona hated public tears and
weakness — mostly in herself.
I also remember where I was on the 100th anniversary
of the foundation of the Labor Party in 1991. I was
nursing my then baby, Carlo, at a Northcote branch
meeting, the night that Fiona Richardson joined our
great party. So I suspect I may be the member in this
place who had known her the longest.
Soon after she joined the Labor Party a fierce bidding
war between the factions began for Fiona’s talents. I was
then the Batman convener of the Socialist Left, and
Andrew McKenzie and I nominated her for membership
of that faction. I proudly told her, some three months
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later, that the Socialist Left executive and the Socialist
Left general meeting at Trades Hall had accepted her for
membership. She bluntly told me, ‘You lefties take too
bloody long. You’re too slow. I’ve joined Labor Unity’.
Fi was never going to stand around waiting. It is how she
lived, and it is how she died. We both loved
campaigning, and we worked together on the last
Northcote by-election in 1998. I simply cannot believe
that we will not be campaigning together on the next one,
and that she is now the cause of it.
Fiona was pivotal in recruiting me to Labor Unity and
opening the door for me to enter Parliament in 2002,
something that I had just never, ever thought that I
would do. She assisted so many others into
Parliament. As former Premier, Steve Bracks, said at
her memorial, not one Prime Minister, two prime
ministers — the first female Prime Minister, Julia
Gillard, and hopefully the next one, Bill Shorten. The
member for Brunswick also said at the memorial that
Fiona had been pivotal in Jane’s ascension to
Parliament. I am sure there are many others,
particularly in the north — Jenny Mikakos and you
yourself, Speaker — and many, many more across not
just the north. A huge legacy, great leadership.
We both became parliamentary secretaries as Fiona
entered Parliament in 2006 — she in education and
then in transport and finance. I remember well her
disdain and disgust at having to ditch her signature
trackie daks and T-shirts for parliamentary attire, as the
member for Footscray spoke about. Fiona detested
shopping for clothes, and as much as she hated shoes
she hated pantyhose even more. She was absolutely
appalled at waste and could not believe how the
scratchy old tables at Parliament House would make a
mess of the pantyhose. I just said, ‘You’ve got to keep
them in your drawer’, and she sort of screwed her nose
up and thought, ‘What a bloody waste of time’.
I admired her shoelessness. It was not just Marsha and
Janice who shopped for her clothes. I would compliment
her on a suit or a jacket and ask the brand and where she
had got it. She would look at me and think, ‘How bloody
irrelevant is that?’. She would say, ‘Newnham bought it
of course. He goes and gets my clothes if Marsha or
Janice don’t. I hate shopping. You’ll need to take
Catherine shopping, because you both love all that
matchy-matchy clothes stuff rubbish’. I hope I have got it
matchy enough today to upset her again.
We were both appalled at us losing government in 2010
and were both frontbenchers in the shadow cabinet.
Then, in typical Fi style, she wasted no time sooking
about the loss and was resolute and relentless in
winning government back. She threw herself into
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public transport policy, reading voraciously and
travelling the world to find out what was best. The level
crossing program is a great legacy. It is an absolutely
marvellous legacy of her work across this great city,
particularly in the north.
She was fun, she was innovative and she would take
any opportunity. Who will ever forget the fare slug?
We loved it on this side. I am not so sure they liked it
on the other side.
We saw her ferociousness when she defended Janice
Munt’s daughter, Katherine, after she had been bullied
at Parliament station while campaigning very soon after
we had lost office. Her ferocity in this chamber in
defending Katherine and in seeing what was wrong was
the first time that we had ever heard her even allude
publicly to her own experience of violence or indeed
family violence. I was quite shocked and taken aback
because, as other members have noted, Fiona was an
incredibly private person and was not about having
people know that detail about her life. It showed her
regard for Katherine and for all women that she was
prepared to begin telling that story.
When we returned to government I was shattered —
absolutely shattered — to not be implementing and not
working, as I had been the first spokesperson for any
party in Australia on the prevention of family violence.
It is not a good thing in politics to get too attached to
your subject matter. I never think much about fate, but I
thought that I was fated to right the wrongs of the two
friends I had lost through murders in this way.
Fiona was amazing and compassionate in dealing with
and supporting me through my grief at not being able to
implement that, but she did not fuss around and waste
time about it. She made sure that I was okay. I got out
of her way, and she got on and did it. Not only did she
grow on that narrative that she had spoken about in
defending Katherine but then came that absolute
bravery. I have put my personal life out there on many
occasions, as many people in this house will know, but
there is no way I could have done what she did in
telling that deeply personal story.
I want to again thank her and her mother, Veronica
Power, her brothers, Hamish and Alastair, and husband,
Stephen, and children for telling that story for every
woman and child who has ever experienced that
violence and for ensuring that into the future there will
be less of that going on.
As others have said, Fiona has put this on the agenda.
She would be absolutely disgusted that she is not able to
be here to implement it. But I know that right to the end,
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as others have said — including in her appearance before
the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee and the
fact that she kept the seriousness of the relapse of her
illness so close to herself — she ensured that it would be
achieved through the staff that she chose and the many
times she raised them, whether it was with the Premier,
other ministers, every member on this side of the house
and also those on the other side. Her tragic early loss
means that we are too afraid of Fiona even in death to
step any way back from those reforms. So she should,
wherever she is, understand that this work will continue.
In terms of the local work that she did, as I said, I knew
her first in Northcote. My son went to Northcote High
School and also worked at Northcote high during
Fiona’s first term. He would tell me how intense she
was about pushing for the needs of the school, how
intense and relentless she was in asking about what
their needs were.
Other members have talked about the duration of
preceding members for Northcote. With no disrespect
to them, there had been just a ridiculous intersection on
St Georges Road just over the Merri Creek that had
been an absurd blight on that suburb and that
community for so long. One of Fiona’s immediate
efforts was to get rid of that intersection. The next thing
was the Chandler Highway bridge. I think some people
had been concerned with the growing Greens vote that
maybe this might not be popular. Fiona pushed on and
she worked closely I know with her neighbouring
member and one of my neighbouring mates here in the
Parliament, the member for Ivanhoe, to make sure that
it happened. That, in addition to those level crossings
and her work on family violence, will be a continued
part of her legacy.
Others have mentioned that the Labor Party is a great
family. I am not glad that Fiona has gone but I am so
glad that she chose very generously to pass on a day
when we were sitting, which meant that we were all
able to be together and to support each other through
her loss. I felt just too broken to even be able to drive
home, so I want to thank the member for Eltham. She
drove the Hurstbridge line crew home that night. It was
a really memorable drive home, with the member for
Eltham at the wheel and with you, Speaker, sitting next
to me in the back, and riding shotgun was the member
for Ivanhoe in the front. We were able to salute Fiona’s
achievements as the other Hurstbridge line MPs — now
we have a gap between the member for Richmond and
the rest of us. As we went along the Eastern Freeway
we were able to wave up to Grange Road, to that level
crossing that is now gone, and up the hill to Alphington
where there is going to be a new school that Fiona
pushed for.
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I think it was the member for Ivanhoe that was the first
to say in that car drive so shortly after Fiona’s passing
that we need to name that bridge after Fiona
Richardson. She would not have wanted some girly
memorial; she would not have wanted anything. But for
someone who was so outdoorsy, who loved trucks and
loved machines and had been in the army, I think a
bridge — a bridge to understanding, a bridge to so
many things — is so fitting for the many ways that
Fiona Richardson will be remembered. As we dropped
off the member for Ivanhoe just around the corner from
the Rosanna station we were able to salute Fiona’s
efforts again in the work to get rid of that level crossing,
and that duplication of track is underway.
Just as when we lost another dear friend, Lynne
Kosky, the Premier at the time said that there would
be many ways that Lynne Kosky would be
remembered, there will be many, many ways that our
friend Fiona Richardson will be remembered. I want
to say to Fiona that in particular, in your memory, we
want to keep up the fight not just in fighting family
violence; we want to keep up the fight in getting to the
bottom of the causes of cancer and especially the
causes that have taken someone so young, so vibrant
and so amazing as Fiona Richardson.
On this side of the house we have a terrible, sad legacy.
We have not had that many women in Parliament; there
have only been 126 of us in 150 years on both sides of
the house. The majority of MPs in the north since 2002
have been women. The last person to die in office was
actually a Labor woman from the north in Beth
Gleeson, a former member for Thomastown, at
46 years old. In the same year we lost the former
member for Greensborough, the first female minister
ever, Pauline Toner, three days after she retired from
Parliament due to ill health at the age of 53.
Fiona, Beth and Pauline have all been lost too soon,
along with Lynne Kosky and Karen Overington. Each
of these women, who I have served with or been friends
with, has been lost to cancer, and there have been so
many staffers. We owe it to them and their memory to
get to the bottom of this disease, and I am so glad that
we have educational and research institutions in the
north that will be able to do so. I know another woman,
Maxine Morand, a former member of this place who is
now the chair of the cancer hospital and a cancer
survivor herself, and others will be front and centre in
fighting this, and I know that we will all do that in
Fiona’s name. Vale, Fiona Richardson. Thank you for
your friendship and thank you for your contribution to
public life and to this fantastic place.
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Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — I rise on the
condolence motion today for the sad and untimely
passing of colleague and friend Fiona Richardson. We
have all been able to reflect on Fiona’s life through her
childhood, adult life and career but also as a daughter, a
sister, a partner, a mum, a colleague and a friend. I must
say, given some of the issues that Fiona encountered in
her life and in her childhood days, which have been
well articulated, but also through her battles with
cancer, it is really a credit to Fiona, her family and
those who loved her that she became the person she
was — in my eyes, a calm, friendly and extremely
dedicated and determined person who always put other
people first.
Many have spoken about Fiona’s achievements since
she became a minister in this term of Parliament. They
have been well documented, and rightly so. But it is
probably her achievements as a person that many of us
have the opportunity to acknowledge today, and I am
sure we have got our own experiences and stories about
Fiona. One of mine, very quickly, was that some time
ago I approached Fiona on behalf of a mate of mine
who lived in Traralgon. At the time his daughter was
living in the Northcote electorate. It was a very sad
situation. My mate’s daughter had what you would call
‘one with the lot’. She had a myriad of issues, including
drug and alcohol, family violence, homelessness — all
of the above. It was a really sad situation.
I approached Fiona about that and had an initial
conversation with her. She followed up immediately
with Jess, this young lady. Over time and regularly she
was able to update me and indeed my mate to give
some reassurance that things were happening and that
services were being put in place to support Jess. I will
never, ever forget that, and I know I am probably only
one of hundreds of people who Fiona impacted in a
positive way, not only in her electorate but throughout
her time as minister.
I also know that Fiona was an inspiration to many
people, particularly on those issues she was passionate
about such as family violence, gender equity, women’s
leadership and of course cancer. But it is much broader
than that, and I can say sincerely and personally that
Fiona has inspired others to get busy living. No matter
how big the challenges are or how big they have been,
you can always make a positive difference, and that is
simply what Fiona did.
To all Fiona’s family, friends and colleagues, my
deepest sympathies are with you on the passing of such
a beautiful and wonderful lady.
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Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) — I first met Fiona
some 23 years ago. Fiona was new on the scene of
Labor factional politics. She was also very young, full
of bounce and a confidence that knew no bounds and a
conviction that knew no uncertainty. All of this made
for a steely resolve to win every contest and to win
every argument. It is these very qualities of Fiona that
ensured the delivery of the most significant family
violence reforms in our history — no uncertainty, no
bounds to what was needed to rid our community of its
most insidious disease.
I was on the other side to Fiona in many factional
contests and arguments, and it is fair to say that we each
lost skin along the way, but both of us acknowledged
and respected each other’s roles and capabilities — or
at least I hope she did of me; I certainly did of her.
Fiona will be remembered as a champion for those
without a voice. Her support for the victim sufferers of
family violence was unwavering. Her tireless effort in
leading the charge on the Royal Commission into
Family Violence is one of the hallmark achievements of
this government. Our government received that report
in March 2016 and immediately committed to
implementing all of its recommendations. To date of
course we know that that has been backed up by
significant investment. This record of investment is
largely due to Fiona’s resolve. At the time the royal
commission handed down its report Fiona said, ‘This
report will change everything’. Our government’s
promise to Fiona, to her staff, to the victim sufferers
and to all Victorians is that we will continue her work
and ensure we create the lasting generational reform
she dreamed of.
It was clear that Fiona did not do things by halves —
not when it came to family violence prevention and
equality. Fiona’s policy work in this area has changed
the narrative of family violence in Victoria so much
that other states want to emulate the steps we are taking
to help fight for victims of this trauma. Fiona
understood family violence was not an individual
problem but a societal one. Because of Fiona we are
now rolling out Respectful Relationships programs
across schools and early childhood services, adding
more than 300 social housing properties for victims of
family violence and expanding specialist family
violence services to cope with unprecedented demand.
Essentially, Fiona’s work has saved lives and will
continue to do so.
The result of Fiona’s fight for women can be seen in
my electorate of Mill Park. Women’s Health in the
North is an organisation that educates and trains the
community and conducts research and campaigns on
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issues related to strengthening women’s health, safety
and wellbeing. Women’s Health in the North also leads
the implementation of our government’s family
violence reforms in the northern metropolitan region.
Fiona amplified the voice of Women’s Health in the
North and organisations like it. Her support has meant
that women and children in my electorate are happier,
healthier and, most importantly, safer.
Italians have a saying when we talk about the health of
an older person. The saying goes like this: ‘Beata chi ci
arriva’. This means that regardless of what may ail you
as an old person, if you get to an old age you are truly
blessed, because there are those who never get the
opportunity to grow old. How true this is when we lose
people as young as Fiona was, and how unfair it all is.
Fiona was a mother, a partner, a daughter, a sister, a
Labor colleague, a friend and a true champion of Labor
values. Fiona achieved so much in her lifetime and paved
the way for other women to do the same. Forevermore
no-one will be in doubt about the inextricable link
between gender inequality and family violence. The
changes she put in motion will continue to reverberate
throughout our community for generations to come. I
offer my deepest condolences to her family — Stephen,
Marcus, Catherine, Veronica, Hamish and Alastair —
and her many friends. Vale, Fiona.
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — I do not think
Fiona was a procrastinator, but I am a shocking
procrastinator and I have to say that today, in putting
together some words to speak about my friend and
colleague Fiona, I have procrastinated more than I
usually would. There are some things that remind me
and will always remind me of Fiona. Some have
already been mentioned: her smile; her sparkling and
sometimes steely blue eyes; the way she commanded
respect by her poise and stature; the way this chamber
was always quiet when she was on her feet speaking,
because she always had something profound and
important to say; and the way she wore her scarves, a
trademark, I think, and wrapped them around her
shoulders. My scarf today is one that Fiona often
remarked on. She would say to me, ‘Oh, you’re
wearing my favourite scarf today’. These are some of
the things that remind me of our beautiful Fiona.
To the members of her staff, particularly in her
ministerial office — to Tanja and the team — and her
electorate office, I send my love and condolences and I
thank you for working with Fiona to deliver her dream.
Some of these words are taken from a tribute by Tanja.
Fiona dedicated her life to gender equality and
improving the lives of those touched by family
violence. She lifted the veil on what had been kept
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secret for many generations. She forced cultural
awareness and demanded change for women and
children who endured family violence. Under her
leadership Victoria had a world first with the Royal
Commission into Family Violence. Fiona and her
dedicated team of women warriors instigated a Victoria
against Violence campaign, saw Respectful
Relationships developed in the state curriculum and
developed the state’s first gender equality strategy.
Ambitious and practical, she personally held Victoria
accountable in the fight for women to receive the same
opportunities, support and recognition as men.
Fiona spent a lot of time in the regions over the last
12 months, and just 12 months ago she was in Bendigo
holding her gender equality forum. She made a number
of visits to Bendigo — formal and informal visits. She
held public forums and private forums. I want to say
thank you to Fiona on behalf of the women and
children and the service providers in the Bendigo
region. I want to relay their thanks for her enormous
contribution to their safety and their future.
I would like, if I could, to read an extract from an article
that was in the Bendigo Advertiser last week, which
included a tribute paid to Fiona by two fantastic
advocates in our region: Julie Oberin, the CEO of
Annie North Women’s Refuge; and Margaret
Augerinos, the CEO of the Centre for Non-Violence.
According to the article in the Bendigo Advertiser:
… Julie Oberin said Victoria was ‘now seen as leading the
way nationally and to some degree internationally, since the
Victorian government not only committed to implementing
all of the royal commission recommendations, but released
unprecedented funds to ensure that the implementation had
the best possible chance of achieving the recommendations’.
‘But there is still unfinished work’, she said.

Julie Oberin continued:
Ms Richardson was planning dedicated and long-term
funding for prevention work, protected by legislation. She had
the vision to understand the importance of the prevention
work and the determination to protect it from the whim of
future governments. It would be a world first and a flagship
move which we must continue to advocate for.

I, for one, will continue that advocacy.
Margaret Augerinos said:
Ms Richardson came, without any fanfare, and spent a couple
of hours with us, and listened to our experience of delivering
services to our community …
She was particularly interested in how we were working to
maximise the safety of women and children and hold
perpetrators to account.
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During that meeting, Ms Richardson was incredibly aware
of the drivers of violence against women and that the only
way we were going to prevent this from occurring in the
long term was to hold gender equality at the core of all of
our work and efforts.

From that day Ms Richardson continued to impress
Ms Augerinos with her ‘knowledge and insight into the
issues impacting on women and children, specialist
family violence services and the broader system’.
Fiona was very impressed with the integrated safety-led
model that was developed in Bendigo over the last 10
to 12 years, and stated publicly that that model was the
blueprint for future service reform. She told the
Bendigo Advertiser in August 2016 that the Centre for
Non-Violence was being looked at as a best practice
model that could be rolled out across the state. This, I
know, made our service providers very proud, to know
that they were already leading the charge against family
violence and leading the change that was needed.
Ms Augerinos went on to say:
On behalf of everyone at the Centre for Non-Violence, we
want to acknowledge the great contribution Ms Richardson
has made to our community broadly, and more specifically to
bringing the community’s attention to family violence.

Ms Oberin echoed Margaret’s thoughts, saying the
minister was approachable, with a lot of heart and
humanity. Ms Oberin also said, importantly, that
Ms Richardson did things because they needed to be
done, not so as to be recognised for the work. As
Ms Oberin recalled:
She said ‘we can do more and we must’. And she meant it.
She left an amazing legacy, but the work is not done.

I want to particularly mention that last year the Family
and Community Development Committee handed
down a report into abuse in disability services. As chair
of that committee I met with Fiona because at around
the same time we were working on the Royal
Commission into Family Violence, and I said to her, ‘It
is so important, Fiona, that women with disabilities’
voices are heard in this process’. She absolutely took
that on board. She understood the complexity and
understood that women with disabilities in particular
face much more violence and many more challenges
than other women.
So I was really, really pleased in December last year
when we announced a funding boost to support the
complex needs of women and girls with disabilities
who are experiencing or at risk of family violence. That
$500 000 investment over two years will support
women with disabilities in Victoria to push for reforms
to make family violence policies and services more
inclusive for all women with disabilities. Fiona
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mentioned it in the press release when that
announcement was made, which I think reflects her
very real understanding of this issue:
Women with disabilities are 40 per cent more likely to be the
victims of domestic violence than women without disabilities.
It is crucial that family violence services can support the
needs of these women and girls.
Women with disabilities face unique challenges reporting
family violence and accessing support. This funding will help
address that.

When I first came to this place and we were in
opposition, Fiona was also in opposition after having
been in government for some time. The old chookhouse
was not a happy place. The member for Wendouree and
I made it our challenge to cheer up the members in the
chookhouse. One of the difficult nuts to crack was
Fiona Richardson. She was indeed hard to get to know,
but once you got to know her you knew her very well.
We wrote a song for an upper house member for
Eastern Metropolitan Region and our friend, Shaun
Leane, for his 50th birthday to the tune of Jolene. We
sang it to a number of people in the chookhouse, who
were probably sick to death of it, but we did get to
Fiona’s office and we did sing that song to Fiona. She
sat back smiling, her scarf wrapped around her
shoulders grinning away, and then she applauded at the
end and said, ‘You two really are quite mad’. After that
Fiona, the member for Wendouree and I were very
good friends, and we enjoyed nothing more than having
a good laugh with Fiona.
I want to read Fiona’s last text to me and my last text to
her, because I wish I had replied. It said:
Hope tomorrow goes well, Fiona. The gender equality
strategy is so important, and I know how hard you and your
team have worked on it. You deserve success, as do Victorian
women. Go well, my friend. Maree

And as was Fiona’s way, not taking any accolades or
credit, her reply to me was, ‘Love you too’. I wish I had
replied, ‘Love you straight back, Fiona’. Vale, Fiona.
Mr WYNNE (Minister for Planning) — I am
honoured also to rise today to pay tribute to the
magnificent life of Fiona Richardson. I first met Fiona
Richardson at Labor Party state conferences. As those
of us on this side of the chamber know, a Labor Party
state conference is an opportunity to have robust debate
and plenty of deals out in the backroom, and it is
certainly an opportunity to ensure that you air your dirty
washing. It is a wonderful manifestation of democracy
at its best.
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I remember the first time I had the opportunity to meet
this young woman of probably 28 or 30 years of age,
with a shock of blonde hair, amazing beautiful blue
eyes and a steely determination. This was the secretary
of the then Labor Unity from 2000 to 2006, mentored
of course by the member for Footscray, who had been
the Labor Unity secretary from 1994 to 2000.
Part of the job of the secretary of Labor Unity was to
make sure that you whipped your numbers and that
everybody was where they needed to be, particularly if
there were tight votes or divisions or counts that had to
occur. I remember vividly that Fiona would stand at the
front, she would turn around, she would look at her
troops and she would be counting them all to make sure
that everybody was in their correct place.
Can I say to you, Deputy Speaker, that I was absolutely
intimidated by her. This was a woman in fearful control
of this organisation called Labor Unity. It was a
steamroller, and she drove that steamroller. Part of the
role of driving that steamroller was to ensure that you
steamrolled over the Socialist Left. Not only did she
roll over us, but just to make sure that she had done it
properly she would back up and have another go at us.
It was a very, very interesting time to be a member of
the Socialist Left because, at that time, we were — how
do I put this generously to both myself and my
colleagues — slightly disjointed. There was the
Socialist Left, there was the pledge —
Mr Pakula interjected.
Mr WYNNE — Yes, I am coming to you. There
was the pledge, and there were still the remnants of the
tomato left. People with history will remember the
tomato left. This was a great —
An honourable member interjected.
Mr WYNNE — We had Dimitri in Greece, that is
true, but he was — no, I should not go there. But as the
Attorney-General quite rightly said, in politics what
comes around, goes around, and it is very interesting
that we find ourselves now on this side of the chamber.
I should not elaborate any further, I do not think; it
would be unwise of me to do so.
This was not about Fiona exerting the power and
control of Labor Unity. It was about one incredibly
important and abiding interest of hers — and that was
not only having a Labor government, but maintaining a
Labor government. That was always what motivated
and drove her. I was in complete fear of this woman. I
thought, ‘My God, this is somebody who is incredibly
formidable, and I’d better get out of the way’.
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Fiona was elected to Parliament in November 2006.
She was in the neighbouring seat; obviously I was in
Richmond — I am in Richmond and will continue to be
in Richmond — and she was in the seat of Northcote.
We started to build a relationship because she was not
only a fantastic tactician but she was also on about
taking up the fight. We had some robust conversations
about how we were going to tackle this crowd called
the Greens, who she was deeply affronted by. She and I
entered the battle not only in 2006 but in subsequent
elections, and successfully so. How to tackle them? She
only had one way. Her modus operandi was straight up,
full on and never take a backward step. That was
absolutely her approach to this.
We lost government, and between 2010 and 2014 Fiona
and I shared seats directly behind the opposition
leader’s. I am not saying I hold the record for being
thrown out of the chamber more than the members for
Kew and Hawthorn, but gee, Kenny Smith gave me a
fair old going-over. I only had to look sideways and I
was out the door, much to the delight of Fiona. She was
always free and frank in her character assessments. She
always had plenty to say about those who were then in
the government, and if the mood took her, she might
have a bit to say about some of our own as well, but her
assessments were always honest and very heartfelt.
My colleague here has mentioned the first time that
Fiona spoke publicly about her family being victims of
domestic violence. This was during members
statements, and for accuracy, it was on Thursday,
30 June 2011. She came in and she sat down next to me
and she said, ‘I’m going to make a statement today, and
I’m going to be talking about something that’s very
deeply personal to me’. I said, ‘What’s this about?’. She
said, ‘I’m going to be talking about my family’s
experience with family violence’. I said to her, ‘Have
you spoken to Stephen about this?’. She said yes, she
had. He is shaking his head actually, so maybe she had
not. And she did, but it was only a very, very brief
statement that she made. I will read it. It was in fact part
of a contribution that she was making in support of
Janice Munt’s daughter, who had been subject to
intimidation and alleged harassment. This is a quote:
When I was eight years old, my mum, brothers and I ended
up in a refuge for women escaping domestic violence.

It was no more than that; that was all she said. It largely
passed by unacknowledged and unnoticed, but not by
me. We then had an opportunity to have quite a deep
conversation about the fuller circumstances of her life,
of her mother’s life and the tremendous issues that they
had to confront with domestic violence. I was deeply
touched by the fact that she felt confident and
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comfortable enough with me to be able to speak of
these deeply personal issues. She always said to me that
I was clearly not of the Socialist Left — I was not left
enough — and that she was further to the left than I
could ever possibly imagine and I ought to educate
myself on some of the broader issues of significance in
relation to left politics.
Mr Pallas interjected.
Mr WYNNE — The Treasurer says he agrees.
These are funny days we are having in here, I can tell
you — funny days. That was an opportunity for me to
develop a much deeper relationship with this really fine
woman.
I remember a time when she rushed into the
Parliament — this was in 2013 — and sat down next to
me. She said to me, ‘I have to go’. I said, ‘What do you
mean, you have to go?’. She said, ‘You’ll have to take
over my portfolio responsibilities’. I said, ‘What do you
mean?’. She was a deeply private person, as we all
know, but she had to leave immediately because I
think — and her husband will attest to this — on the
day after leaving the Parliament she was actually
operated on as part of a significant and massive
intervention to address her breast cancer. So I assumed
the responsibilities of the shadow Minister for Public
Transport for a period of nine months.
During that nine-month period I took the opportunity,
when Fiona was well enough, to have telephone
conversations with her, but on two occasions I actually
went to visit her. The first time was at her mother’s
home whilst their own property in Alphington was
being rebuilt. I met with Fiona there at a time when by
any measure you would have to say she was doing it
incredibly hard. Here was this woman who was almost
emaciated — she had lost an enormous amount of
weight — and she had lost all of her hair. We had a cup
of tea, and she just sat there with extraordinary dignity
and a deep serenity; there was a peacefulness about her.
In no way was she going to ever blame anybody else
for the illness she had. She was going to use every
ounce of her ability and capacity to get well again. I can
still remember that amazing stillness in her.
But even in those moments of incredible challenge she
was always interested in what we were doing. How
were we going? What was happening in the
Parliament? Were we sticking it to the government?
And we ought to do more about a whole bunch of
things that she felt needed to be done. It will live with
me as a lasting memory of what an extraordinary
woman she was, as will the great serenity she had at
that time.
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And, thank God, she got better. She got better and we
thought, ‘This is wonderful. What a wonderful thing
that she is coming back to the Parliament’. I remember
going to visit her in her new house. Stephen was there.
As my colleagues mentioned, she was so proud of the
fact that a whole bunch of colleagues had actually come
to help her paint the house. They had given of their time
and their labour, and it was particularly special for her
that a number of colleagues gave up their time to do
that. As we toured the house she showed how
immensely proud she was not only of the design of the
house but of what an important place home was to her.
It was so important to her, so important to Stephen and
so important to her family, and how beautiful it was
that her mother was living with them in the house as
well. This was almost the complete union, and it was
again a really special time.
In her self-deprecating manner she told a joke at her
own expense. She told me that one of the things that
happened to her through her breast reconstruction was
that after her operations all the nurses came to see her to
admire the excellent handiwork of the reconstruction.
She was immensely proud of that. This is a woman
whom we absolutely must celebrate.
When she did return to Parliament she was so pleased
to again acknowledge your speech, Premier, on that
extraordinary day, 17 May, at the Labor Party
conference. As I indicated, these are always robust
events, but all of us who were there that day remember
the speech that you made about family violence. We are
a pretty robust mob, but I remember sitting there, and
you could hear a pin drop; the place was absolutely
silent. I actually turned around and noticed that at the
back of the room a number of big, burly builders
labourers were in tears, and I thought, ‘My God. This is
truly a great speech, a speech that actually speaks about
values, about why we are members of the Labor Party
and why these are important issues for us’.
In that context, as part of a debate in October 2014 —
we were still in opposition at that stage — Fiona said:
That is why it meant a tremendous amount to me when the
Leader of the Opposition announced on 17 May that a Labor
government will establish Australia’s first royal commission
into family violence. It particularly meant a tremendous
amount to my mother, who talked at length to me about it
when I got home that night. The time has well and truly
come, and the opposition leader has understood that,
responded to it and is to be commended for taking that step.

Hear, hear, we say.
On election to government what a wonderful
opportunity it was for Fiona to take up this incredibly
important national responsibility as the Minister for the
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Prevention of Family Violence and as the Minister for
Women. She attacked these roles with extraordinary
enthusiasm and a really, really deep commitment to
actually drive change. The public conversation has
changed around family violence because of the work of
this government, because of the work of this Premier,
but absolutely because of the work of Fiona
Richardson. It is an extraordinary legacy, one that is
enduring and something that we should never forget
and will continue to celebrate. With the
227 recommendations from the royal commission’s
report there is still a lot of work to be done, but I know
that with the commitment of all of my colleagues on
this side of the chamber this work will be done. The
extraordinary financial contribution that this
government has already made to this end is something
that we are incredibly proud of.
Last week’s memorial service was a meeting of the
Labor family, but it was more than that. In her passing
Fiona actually reached across the chamber. We have
heard beautiful contributions today. I think there is a real
sense that we have lost somebody special to this
Parliament. It is a very rare thing that somebody can
evoke such responses from right across the chamber,
because it is a combative place. It is a place that often
leaves people bruised. I am really, really pleased that we
have had the opportunity to celebrate as a Parliament in
the true sense of the word, in the greatness of the
Parliament, the wonderful life of Fiona Richardson.
There were some fantastic contributions made at that
memorial service. I sent a text to the member for
Brunswick which said, ‘In all of your public life you
will not make a finer speech than you made there’. It
was a magnificent speech, and those of us who had the
opportunity to hear that speech would agree with my
sentiments. The members for Geelong and Carrum, as
the co-conveners of the Labor women’s caucus, both
made beautiful and very, very dignified speeches. It
was a cause for us to celebrate — to celebrate a
beautiful life, to celebrate a life of achievement and to
celebrate a life lived absolutely in Labor values. Fiona’s
was a life lived always in Labor values, always thinking
about the public good and always thinking about how
we as a government can make change that is going to
be enduring. There is no greater change that has been
made than that of Fiona Richardson through her work
and her efforts. Today all of us here celebrate that.
Can I say to you, Stephen, you and Fiona were a
formidable team. She loved you and you loved her.
This is a profound loss for you; I know that. You were
just a wonderful team together. And of course to your
beautiful children, Marcus and Catherine, and your
extraordinary mother-in-law, Veronica. If members get
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the opportunity to download that Australian Story again,
it is a story of amazing women. Veronica, you are an
amazing mother. Today we come together across this
Parliament to celebrate that. Vale, Fiona Richardson.
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — I rise to be part of this condolence motion
in memory of the life and contribution of Fiona
Richardson, the member for Northcote, the Minister for
Women, the Minister for the Prevention of Family
Violence and particularly a Labor Party stalwart. I
remember Fiona most as that coming together, the
standard-bearer of what we might call traditional Labor
values — that is, those who look to government for the
leadership role that it can take in the lives of people
who but for the role of government would have tougher
and more rugged lives in so many ways. Having said
that, Fiona was also a champion of reform in the Labor
Party and making sure that the changes that were
delivered were not only all around bringing together
those aspects of making life better for people who
needed a Labor government but also about making the
Labor Party what it needed to be — modern, relevant,
campaign focused and elected.
I knew this because — I was trying to think when it
would be — it must have been in the late 1990s when
Fiona was clearly on the upward path in the Labor
Unity faction. I, for my many clear failings, was on the
left executive. In those days there was this strange thing
every now and then, a factional roadshow where
branches would ask people to come along and present
the various cases of each side. For my many sins, and
clearly Fiona’s many sins, we did a number of those
branch roadshows together all over Melbourne. I recall
one in the Port Melbourne branch in what is now my
own electorate, and let us just say the Port Melbourne
branch in the late 1990s was a fairly different place
compared to the Port Melbourne of today. The branch
was pretty much pre-glasnost. It understood how the
world was constructed by the forces of capital and the
forces of labour, and the waterfront still meant
something. It was also immediately post the Maritime
Union of Australia dispute, as I recall it, and there was a
very strong view of how the world was operating for or
against the interests of working people.
Of course on a factional basis perhaps the Port
Melbourne branch was not a happy hunting ground for
Labor Unity at the time. But by the end of the meeting
some fairly tough, old, grumpy wharfies and some
fairly tough young wharfies were smitten with the
contribution that Fiona had made — less smitten with
my contribution. It was an eye-opener to those branch
members. Indeed what I learned from when I went
around those branches with Fiona was her view of why
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Labor governments were important to working people,
people who were disadvantaged and people who
needed a strong, activist and modern Labor Party to
represent their interests. That was something we were
able to clearly share as members of the Australian
Labor Party in the Victorian branch despite our
factional differences.
But of course we were loyal to our sub-tribes, and while
we were never particularly close more generally, I did
after that branch meeting learn that we were both
vegetarians. In those days you could not actually get a
vegetarian meal in Bay Street to save yourself, but of
course now we do not suffer that problem at all — there
is a vegetarian cafe or restaurant for every single
constituent in Port Melbourne. That again showed to
me, from the discussions we had over the meal
provided by the branch afterwards, just how
all-encompassing Fiona’s view of politics and view of
the world was, not just in the wider sense but also in her
personal life and her personal contribution to politics.
Over the subsequent 25 years and up to the present day
Fiona continued that strong commitment to the Labor
Party, that strong commitment to government being an
agent of change and that incredibly strong commitment
to loyalty and to people, and she maintained that
respectful — I stress respectful — while forceful
approach of playing politics hard; that was her defining
feature for those on the other side of the factional divide.
I do not pretend to know a lot about Fiona’s wider
experience. The experience that she recently shared
with the world through the Australian Story episode
really did shape all of our views as to how we are all a
complex coming together of the many forces that shape
us. I was not surprised to learn that Fiona studied
psychology in her post-school efforts, because her
ability to understand people and her ability to
understand the role that power plays in politics were
also deeply embedded in her approach, which I saw
over many, many years.
As others have said here today, Fiona was clearly a
formidable operator in the Australian Labor Party, and I
can assure all those on this side and all those listening
that the standing she attained within the party was built
on hard work, deep respect for others and the respect
that she in turn received. I know that I share with so
many on this side of the house and I am sure with the
wider Parliament and the wider Victorian community
the knowledge that she took that hard life experience
into her role as the Minister for Women and Minister
for the Prevention of Family Violence. As so many
people have said on this side of the house and indeed in
the wider community since Fiona’s untimely death,
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those 227 recommendations of the first Royal
Commission into Family Violence, all of which have
been accepted, all of which are in the process of being
delivered, will be an enduring monument to those
values of the Australian Labor Party and those values of
Fiona Richardson that I saw from the other side of the
party divide emerge over the life of a really remarkable
Australian Labor Party woman.
I know that in my own portfolio responsibilities of
housing, disability, LGBTI equality and mental health
that those whole-of-government, whole-of-community
recommendations that underpin the royal commission
report were the issues that Fiona was particularly
ferocious about in holding her ministerial colleagues to
account when it came to delivery. I am sure, like others
who have spoken, that our responsibility now is to
ensure not just that those wraparound specialist services
are provided to women and children fleeing and dealing
with family violence but that the wider system of those
portfolios operates well into the future through the
specialist lens of a family violence approach to make
sure that Fiona’s determination and resolute efforts are
delivered in full.
I know that Fiona will be deeply missed. She had a high
regard for her family, particularly for Stephen, to whom
I owe a particular debt of gratitude, along with the
member for Williamstown, because it is now almost
10 years to the day that Stephen was the campaign
director who oversaw me and the Minister for Industry
and Employment delivered safely into this place. We
are particularly grateful to you, Stephen.
I also acknowledge the really sad loss that Marcus and
Catherine now have to confront and deal with. Like
others have said, the Australian Labor Party might be a
family — a pretty funny family — but it is a family, and
that support will endure well into the future. We will
remember a fine member of Parliament, a fine comrade
and a fine person. Rest in peace, Fiona Richardson.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — On behalf of the
Ivanhoe constituency I rise to make a contribution to
the condolence motion debate for the Honourable Fiona
Richardson, the member for Northcote. A lot of ground
has been covered and traversed in relation to her
pioneering work as the first Minister for the Prevention
of Family Violence. I will only add to these stories that
we have heard over these past days.
From the Banyule Community Health service and the
people who run that service like Mick Geary, plus the
people whose children go to school at Alphington
Primary School, I would often hear reports about the
work of Fiona, Stephen and their family at that school.
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Mick was one of the first to pass on his thoughts. From
running that community health service in West
Heidelberg he understands absolutely and utterly and
can speak articulately on behalf the team that he leads
about the impact and effect of the work of Labor in
government, but also about the effect of the leadership
the member for Northcote has made on generations of
lives in my community. He understands that absolutely.

constituents, she left it to others to articulate the
benefits of those projects. Certainly in my electorate the
benefits continue to be seen to this day as the bridge
rises from the banks of the Yarra River right now for
all, including those 44 000 vehicles that cross that
bridge every day, to see. People understand and see that
project’s delivery as an absolute tribute to her
determination, shown over several elections.

Labor in government, whether it was through the
Transport Accident Commission, WorkCover or
VicHealth, has found ways to institutionalise justice in
this Parliament. Part of what Fiona committed herself to
and asked us to do was to continue the work around the
prevention of family violence in that agency sense, or
however we are able to do it, to protect it from the
whims of governments that come and go, but still to
make Parliament accountable and responsible for it, just
as those iconic organisations created by Labor have had
the imprimatur and the support of the Parliament. I am
sure that that work in this Parliament will continue.

I will just touch briefly on Fiona Richardson’s role as a
shadow minister. It is said that the harder you work, the
luckier you get. Having suffered a bad loss to Jeff
Kennett, which was only really matched in magnitude
by our 2010 defeat, it was made very clear to Labor
members who were then in opposition that we were not
to feel sorry for ourselves or the people we represented
or to feel as though we should be back out there leading
with our chins.

In representing Northcote’s neighbouring electorate of
Ivanhoe, I was fortunate to be able to tuck in behind
Fiona’s back wheel as she delivered on our
commitment for the Chandler Highway bridge
duplication. The brickbats and the slings and arrows
from the more ground zero constituents of the
Northcote electorate were a far cry from the very
pleasant street stalls I hosted and the doorknocking that
I did before the 2014 election, when everyone across
East Ivanhoe, Ivanhoe, Bellfield and the southern end
of West Heidelberg just wanted to talk about the bridge
and about what we were doing there. That was
absolutely and utterly Fiona’s work in government last
time. She picked it up again in opposition, ran hard and
got it delivered in government when she returned to the
Treasury benches.
When we went out there with the member for Mulgrave,
the then opposition leader, to announce that policy, cars
were tooting, cyclists were giving us the thumbs up and
dog walkers were stopping to shake hands. I remember
the member for Mulgrave saying as we got out of the car,
‘All these people — what are they all doing here? Just
how significant is this?’, and I said, ‘Mate, this is big.
This is big for the north’. Labor in government and
Fiona, as a local member and as a minister, have
demonstrated that this is a government that chooses to
take on the projects that have been the collective shrug of
shoulders of governments and communities past. She
demonstrated that with that project.
As has been demonstrated in her role as shadow
minister, while she made sure that a lot of the crowd
that were there were her volunteers, staff, team and

At the time Fiona and her staff, and we acknowledge
them today, demonstrated down at Parliament railway
station. The detail does not matter so much, but at the
time those opposite had a one-seat majority. Very
quickly and very early on Fiona held the then
government to account. This was at a time when people
were not that interested in what Labor had to say,
certainly not at Parliament station on a working day, but
very early on Fiona provided that opportunity in spite
of the attitude of some that was along the lines of, ‘How
very dare you be back out there representing your
people and your movement, Labor Party’. Of course
very quickly it came to pass just how important that
work was. We debated that at length in this place,
causing merry hell along the way.
The fare slug has also been mentioned today. Again, I
think it goes to the heart of what Fiona was about,
which was, ‘Get out there and support our candidates,
get out there and support our marginal seats, get out
there and support our movement’. The fare slug had a
full dance card. It was also about the focus not being on
Fiona, even if that meant it had to be on the fare slug. I
want to acknowledge the conversations that Stephen,
Fiona and I had at Alphington at times, comparing
notes about campaigning, the work, the tribulations and
the trials that we all went through. I am sure the fare
slug was kicked around at Fiona and Stephen’s home. It
was a device that may have lacked the sophistication
and the glossy imagery of the GST lemon, for those
members who might recall it, but of course Labor in
opposition did not have quite the same resources.
I also want to touch on the zone 1 and 2 fares, which
we changed once in government. When you represent
an electorate like Northcote which is transport rich,
with trains, buses, trams and bikes, it is easy to forget
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about those of us in the outer suburbs who were paying
more for public transport but had a worse service to get
into town. Through the fare slug, as well as the DL
cards with the catchy, fake $50 notes sticking out of
them that certainly caught a lot of people’s attention,
Fiona was able to drive fairness and equality in terms of
our fare structures in Victoria for people using public
transport in record numbers, and that should not be
forgotten either.
Lastly, I want to acknowledge that despite being in the
Labor Party with Fiona for some time it was as a
member of this place that I had more of an opportunity
to visit the Saigon Inn. I will certainly miss the eclectic
mix of people who gathered at the Saigon Inn,
including the former member for Mordialloc, the
member for Footscray and the former member for
Eltham, if you could prise the menu from his hands. Let
it never be forgotten that nobody would ever forget
Fiona’s order. Invariably she was the last one there
because she was always working. The member for
Bundoora, the member for Niddrie and the member for
Narre Warren South were also there. It was a great
opportunity to put politics to one side and discuss what
was at the nub of what drove us all to be here in this
place as well as to understand more about each other.
Finally, in a political context, we face a by-election in
Northcote, as the Labor movement has had to before,
with quite a strong success rate, when in opposition.
While it will be very sad and difficult, it will also
provide an opportunity for Labor to define itself and to
understand and reassure itself of its connectedness to
its community and what it stands for. Of all of those
by-elections that was never more evident than in
Melbourne.
I think the context in which we find ourselves again
today is interesting. Certainly in Fiona’s name we will
do everything we can to ensure delivery of those
projects that I have touched on, not forgetting of course
Grange Road and the $395 million works on the
Hurstbridge line. I note for the record that it will be a
trench at Grange Road and a bridge at Rosanna, but I
think in part that is as much to do with the topography
as it is the advocacy. Let us remember that Fiona would
expect nothing less than us doing everything we can to
ensure those projects are delivered by a Labor member
in a Labor government to hold true to what she has
stood for and fought for for many, many years.
To Stephen, Catherine and Marcus, thank you for
sharing Fiona with us, with this Parliament and with
the people of Victoria. We are very grateful and
thankful, and we will do everything we can to ensure
that legacy continues.
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Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I rise to celebrate the
life of Fiona Richardson and the role that she played in
public life both in the Parliament and in the party. I first
met Fiona around the time of the preselections for the
1998 federal election. Fiona was working in what was
then the marginal seat of Werribee. It was there that
Fiona played a really important role when Julia Gillard
became the federal member for Lalor, turning Werribee
into a Labor stronghold. Importantly for me, Fiona
came in contact with Claudia Subocz. Claudia and I
have worked together on and off for the past 17 years. I
will let Claudia tell her story about Fiona:
I met Fiona as a volunteer at Mary Gillett’s office. Fiona was
Mary’s electorate officer at the time. It would have been at the
end of 97 or early 98 as we were fighting Kennett’s plans to
abolish common-law rights for injured workers and the
dreaded toxic dump in Werribee.
Not only did Fiona help to consolidate Labor’s hold of the
state seat of Werribee, she also played a role in helping
Australia’s first woman Prime Minister win preselection and
then the election in Lalor.
I remember in my first week volunteering at Mary’s office
Fiona found a stray kitten, and during those first weeks she
would bring him to the office. Fiona named him Sooty. It
requires a special generosity and compassion to adopt a stray
animal off the streets. It’s unplanned, and you don’t know the
state of the animal’s health or temperament. Most people
would have taken the kitten to a shelter, but Fiona took care
of Sooty, and she adored him. Fiona cared deeply about
animal welfare and the environment.
Fiona’s generosity and compassion was not limited to stray
kittens. In 1999, when Fiona found out my dad, the sole earner
in our household, had left my family, leaving us with a
mortgage we could not afford to pay, Fiona mobilised to help
me secure a job. That act of generosity saved our home.
In my experience Fiona was fiercely loyal to her friends and
family. She loved her Werribee family, and we loved her.

I have been incredibly fortunate to work with Claudia
all these years, and I thank Fiona for introducing
Claudia to me.
I have not been here long, but I have watched state
politics closely for some time. It is an odd and
unpredictable business that we are in, and you never
quite know where the path you have chosen will lead
you. Most of us come into this place to make our mark,
to use the power of the state to effect change and to
make the changes we desire. For a generation of Labor
activists who lost nine state elections in a row, this
never happened.
Some ministers reign but never rule, and their impact is
quickly forgotten. They join a long and lamentable line
of forgotten place-holders who are erased from history
the moment they leave this place. In contrast Fiona has
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made a lasting impact on our society and our
community — an impact that will be the envy of many.
Others have commented today about Fiona’s
appearance before the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee. I can only say that she was strong,
determined and committed in relation to discharging
her obligations and duties to the Parliament in that
hearing. Fiona’s time on this earth was far too short,
and I cannot imagine for a moment how difficult it
must be for Stephen and her children. Stephen, I am so
sorry for your loss, but you will be able to look back on
Fiona’s contribution in tackling family violence with
pride in the years to come. Vale, Fiona Richardson.
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — It is with
sadness that I rise today to contribute to the condolence
motion. As a first-term MP, hearing the reflections and
stories before me and having attended Fiona’s
memorial service last Thursday, standing here I do not
feel worthy to contribute. I do not feel worthy shedding
the tears that I have shed alongside friends and
colleagues when I see the strength and courage of
Stephen, Catherine, Marcus, Hamish, Alastair and
Fiona’s wonderful mum, Veronica, but I think it goes to
the heart of what Fiona Richardson meant to our state,
to our Parliament, to her community, to so many, as a
result of her crusade to protect those that are most
vulnerable in our community who have been subjected
to the scourge of family violence. At the memorial
service we laughed, we cried and we reflected. The
member for Brunswick gave an incredible speech that
showed such humanity, such love and such care that
will live on for many years to come.
My knowledge of Fiona is limited to the 1006 days
since she was sworn in to this place. I remember the
first time I passed Fiona in the old chook house —
someone with an absolute presence and aura, someone
who I had only heard of in mythical terms from a
young Labor operative. I passed her, and she said to
me, ‘G’day, buddy’, and I thought, ‘I’m in big trouble
here. I don’t think she likes me’. In fact I went to my
mentor and good friend in the other place, Adem
Somyurek, and I said, ‘I don’t think Fiona Richardson
likes me very much’. But it was not until we sat down
and had occasion to hang out a bit and she started to
call me ‘Richo’ and ‘the second Richo in this place’
that I thought, ‘Maybe there is a little bit of tolerance of
another Richo’. At the times that I got to share with
Fiona she would ask about my little girl, Paisley, and
say, ‘We don’t have enough Richos in this world. It’s
great to have another addition’.
I saw something on Australian Story in peeling back
that shield that Fiona wore, being very private and not
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showing any of that private side, but I guess that human
side of her with her family was something so
significant. I saw it as well when on International
Women’s Day we played a bit of cricket out on the
steps of Parliament with all the sports stars, and she
cannoned an off drive almost all the way down Bourke
Street, down to the other end, to Southern Cross.
Something special happened in this place on the
Wednesday night when we found out about Fiona’s
passing. Members of Parliament across this place came
together for many hours to reflect on her life and her
sacrifice and to grieve together. I on that occasion went
and had a look at her first speech, and reflecting on her
first speech and looking through her contribution,
particularly in the seat of Northcote — a seat of Labor
superstars, from premiers, former leaders, education
ministers, the works — Fiona said:
Each has played a significant role in the development of this
state, and I hope in time to be judged worthy in this company.

Fiona Richardson has exceeded their company
because she has been the first of many things. Her
legacy and her achievement in being the first
prevention of family violence minister will live on.
Her legacy in constructing the level crossing policy
from opposition is something substantial, and each
time someone passes through and is safer for doing so
it is a legacy to Fiona Richardson.
Fiona talked about a debt of justice in her speech, and
for any Labor operative looking here today and
anyone that wants to make a contribution to the Labor
Party going forward, if you have got time to sit down
and read that speech, it is a part of us. It is our blood,
and it is what we stand for. You should read it and go
through what our values are, because the debt of
justice and those terms are something so significant
and substantial.
From the day that Fiona was first elected and the
100 years ago under the tree where the Labor Party was
formed, this party will go on for many, many years to
come. Many heroes before have served proudly, but we
have our struggle to continue and the work that Fiona
has done is not finished. There is still gender inequality;
there are still women and children at risk. It is our duty
to ensure that the family violence prevention agency is
fulfilled and that we continue our struggle to make sure
all women and children are protected.
My sincere condolences to Fiona’s family. I cannot
begin to think of all the struggles that Fiona went
through, and her family, and then to have the cruelness
of not being there to reflect on her contributions and the
work that she had done is an absolute injustice. It is
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cruel. Life is cruel. It is not fair. But the contributions
that have been made and her legacy and her work will
live on for years to come. I hope that that is comfort to
all of you. Vale, Fiona Richardson.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — Before fate
there is family. Rarely have family and fate been so
entwined as in Fiona Richardson’s life and duty.
Wisdom warns us to wait until evening to see how
splendid the day has been. Enough time has passed, I
believe, to pay tribute to the light Fiona Richardson’s
life shone on dark secrets, to declare it has already
saved lives and it will save many more.
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Women have for too long been the silent victims of a system
that was almost designed to fail.

As minister, Fiona drove systemic change with the
memory of being a scared, skinny kid in a refuge:
I promise to use that experience to do all that I can to realise
our vision for a state free from family violence.

Fiona honoured that pledge, advocating for a record
$572 million in last year’s budget to prevent family
violence and deliver remedies. Investment of
$1.9 billion followed in this year’s budget. That was an
unprecedented result.

Fiona was the youngest child, with the same shock of
white hair as her brothers, Hamish and Alastair, and
blue eyes as piercing as her intellect. She was
regarded as her father’s favourite. Under Fiona’s
guidance, revelations concerning his alcohol-fuelled
violence within the family featured on the ABC as an
Australian Story.

In discussing character, there is no course of error so
fertile as the drawing of a hard and fast line. Anthony
Trollope reminds us:

Her family’s fortitude in wrestling with a dark past
underscored a widespread dilemma. Confronting such
intimate, brutal truth as a minister of the Crown was
exceptional. Bearing witness gave permission to
unhappy families to unburden the struggles that leave
so many blighted lives. Family violence is the leading
cause of death and injury in women under 45 in
Australia. Secrets hidden behind closed doors and
closed cultures are critical to understanding why, on
average, at least one woman each week is killed by a
partner or former partner in the Lucky Country.

Accepting the light for so much of the shore it
illuminates, I repeat the statement I made to this
Parliament without knowing that the possibility of
recovery had slipped away from Fiona:

Ending wilful blindness defines leadership. Premier
Dan Andrews established the first Royal Commission
into Family Violence after recoiling in horror at news
of a father having murdered his own son, 11-year-old
Luke. The strength, insight and grace of Luke’s mother,
Rosie Batty, brought to light extraordinary emotional
intelligence. When the Premier appointed Fiona
Richardson as Australia’s first Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence in 2014, he knew
nothing of the violence in her family’s background.
When her father was drunk he assaulted his wife,
Veronica, and punched his sons. Veronica revealed on
Australian Story that she put up with the abuse because,
‘I thought being beaten was normal, because my
mother always beat me’. Such a disclosure provided
insight into the complexities of trauma from family
violence and showed that it can cross generations.

We are attracted by salient points, and, seeing them clearly,
we jump to conclusions, as though there were a lighthouse on
every point by which the nature of the coast would certainly
be shown to us.

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the
leadership and courage of the Minister for Women and
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence for her
intellectual rigour, dedication and the insight that she has
brought to the number one law and order issue confronting
Victoria. I remember well her commitment in fighting this
cause when she came to Broadmeadows on a cold, wet winter
night to talk to families from virtually the United Nations in
one neighbourhood about having the courage to confront the
scourge of family violence and about the difficulty and the
significance of the cultural, generational and systemic change
that will be required to deliver a lasting remedy.

Commending another of the royal commission’s
227 recommendations being turned into law, I declared:
I think the minister’s work … has been an amazing act in the
public benefit … that will be an incredible legacy.

Within minutes, the numbing news broke: Fiona is
gone. The shock was gut-wrenching. Victoria lost a
trailblazing minister. A family lost a spiritual leader.
Fiona’s words from her 2006 inaugural speech sum up
her devotion to her husband and political soulmate,
Stephen Newnham, and her children, Marcus and
Catherine:
You are and always will be my proudest achievement.

What the Premier recognised in Fiona Richardson was
strength of character. In a typically forthright response,
she told Parliament:

For all who nurtured and cared for Fiona, for all that
has taken and all that has meant, we are grateful. Before
and after fate, there is family. At this time of loss and
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grief, let us remember Fiona Richardson most for
delivering immeasurable hope.
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) — Family violence is an
issue which has rightly been taken up on the national
agenda. When we saw Luke Batty brutally killed by his
father, we could not stand by. When we heard
courageous women like Luke’s mother, Rosie Batty,
come out and speak about her experience with family
violence, we could not stand by. I was elected in 2012,
at the Niddrie by-election. At the first party state
conference the now Premier, then the opposition leader,
promised a royal commission into family violence, and
he promised that every recommendation would be
implemented. At the time it was a very important
promise, but here we are today several years after the
royal commission, Marcia Neave has done her work,
the first Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence
was appointed by the Premier, and her legacy is living
on and on.
When the Premier did appoint Fiona as the Minister for
the Prevention of Family Violence, like everyone else,
probably bar a few people, I never knew Fiona’s own
tragic story; I only learned of it when I saw that
award-winning piece on Australian Story that followed
Fiona, her mother and brothers as they went back to
Tanzania where they had endured the scars of their
long-held secret. As we all know, that story itself was
introduced by Rosie Batty, who became one of Fiona’s
friends and leading partners in tackling Australia’s
number one law and order issue, family violence. Make
no mistake, Fiona, together with her ministerial staff,
public servants and key stakeholders like Rosie Batty,
literally did steer the beginning of cultural change and
the talks we will take on on her behalf. I want to praise
Fiona for her bravery in speaking out on that unique
feature on Australian Story and congratulate the ABC
for their timely revisit of that story.
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When news broke of Fiona’s passing on Wednesday,
23 August, amidst the sadness I soon realised that
Fiona’s legacy went beyond family violence and gender
equality. In fact Fiona, whether it be myself 25 years
ago or others 25 years later, was grooming the next
generation of Labor kids coming through the Labor
Party. Facebook literally lit up that night with tributes
from young people explaining their cup of coffee or
their cup of tea with Fiona and what it meant for them.
She was someone from whom to learn the trade and to
learn how to move up in the world of politics and
someone who literally should be reckoned with. It was
in her DNA to impart advice and wisdom to any young
person who wanted to get ahead in the Labor Party.
It must be said too that Fiona was one of the best
listeners you could ever talk to. During my campaign
for the electoral district of Niddrie in 2014 I had a
young local volunteer by the name of Ashlea Gilmore
join my campaign. I soon realised from Ashlea’s smarts
and talents that she had a higher calling than being an
electorate officer for the member for Niddrie, so I
recommended Ashlea to Fiona and said, ‘You need to
meet this girl and sit down with her’. But as we know,
Fiona and Stephen are a unique team and it was not
Fiona who interviewed Ashlea; I think it was Stephen
first who did the vetting process, but Stephen also, with
Fiona’s keen eye for talent, could see that Ashlea
should be given the nod. It was fantastic for someone
who saw Ashlea join the Labor Party and volunteer for
my campaign to see her then become an integral team
member under Tanja Kovac as chief of staff and Fiona
and take great strides with the leadership that was
presented in that office.
Like the member for Williamstown and the member for
Wendouree, I have also been looking at a few text
messages Fiona and I had exchanged. The first one in
my line of communication with Fiona goes back to
22 May 2016. I said this to Fiona:

As the Premier said recently:
Under her watch as Australia’s first Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence, the dark and silent tragedies
taking place behind closed doors in our homes were brought
into the harsh and unforgiving light of a royal commission.

Those 2000 pages of that royal commission report stand
as Fiona’s legacy.
How I met Fiona, as many people in this place have
explained, was very much a rite of passage. As someone
who joined the Labor Unity faction about 25 years ago I
actually met the member for Footscray first when I
turned up to my first meeting, and soon after that I got
the phone call from Fiona for a cup of tea. Without
mistake Fiona was a veteran before her time.

Fi, your campaign against the Greens at last state election
(2014) got a nice mention on ABC Insiders program. Enjoy
your weekend. Ben

She returned the text very grateful, but she had missed
the program because she had been watching her
daughter Catherine’s soccer match. For Fiona —
progressive, women’s equality advocate — watching
her daughter’s soccer match would always come first.
But as we all knew, Fiona was a workaholic, so a text
soon followed that Sunday afternoon wanting to know
what I, as the Parliamentary Secretary for Justice, was
doing for family violence, making sure that our crime
prevention grants rightly had a family violence frame,
because Fiona knew that family violence
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disproportionately affected women from culturally and
linguistic diverse backgrounds, women with
disabilities, women within Aboriginal communities and
pregnant women or women who have recently given
birth. Without a doubt Fiona led from the front, and she
would not stand by.
I am proud to have worked with Fiona and to have been
able to call her a friend. I am proud to be part of the
Andrews Labor government, which since day one has
taken the issue of family violence seriously. It is not
just a matter of having a Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence or holding the Royal Commission into
Family Violence. As Fiona would always say, it is
about addressing the underlying issues and the root
causes surrounding family violence. As the Premier
remarked recently, and as Fiona would also often say:
If you actually set out to design a system most likely to fail,
you would design the system that we had.

As the member for Footscray rightly pointed out, Fiona
did have a keen interest in the military. As former
Australian of the Year David Morrison said, it is about
walking the walk as well as talking the talk; we should
not be a ‘nation of bystanders’. It is not enough for men
like me, like us, to wear a white ribbon and sign a
pledge. It is not enough for us to know that we would
never commit an act of violence against our partners or
turn a blind eye if we saw it happening to someone else.
We need to solve this problem; it is a problem of
gender and gender inequality.
I am very proud to have been a friend of Fiona’s. I think
her legacy will stand the test of time. As the Deputy
Premier himself said, the education system through the
Respectful Relationships program is forming a key part
of the Victorian curriculum to ensure young boys know
how to respect and treat women. I think it is very, very
important. The emphasis that she used to put on media
literacy and understanding its interaction with
sexualisation and gender was second to none. The work
of the Andrews Labor government is supporting schools
to deliver this new curriculum, through core resource
development and capacity building, and it is already
starting to pay dividends.
We find that most male perpetrators of family
violence have an inability to express or communicate
their emotions, especially ones like anger, frustration
and resentment, and it is what leads to them taking
part in a violent act on their partner. As leaders in the
community we can make an effort to dispel these
myths of masculinity, to show that every man is a real
man and that there is nothing wrong with talking
about your emotions.
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As we have seen with women like Kristy McKellar, who
spoke to us in this place about her experiences and the
unspeakable cruelty that she fell victim to despite being a
confident, successful and attractive young woman, it is
plain that it is not just about your circumstances. We
need to do things in this place, and we need to continue
Fiona’s legacy for all future generations.
I want to thank Fiona. She was a friend of the Niddrie
electorate. She held multiple forums with me out in my
community, and I am forever grateful. Like other
members, I was also one of the painters out at Fiona’s
house. Her particularity I could see was inherited from
her mum, Veronica. As the son of a tradesman I had a
pretty proud history and thought I was not a bad
painter, but Veronica followed me around the house to
double-check everything went okay, so I know where
Fiona got her steely-eyed determination and fierce
attention to detail.
My wife and I recently welcomed a baby girl this year.
She does not know it but Fiona Richardson’s gift to my
daughter Madeleine is the prospect that she will live in
a safer and more equal world.
Out of all Fiona’s achievements, though, I want to end
my contribution with what she said in her final
paragraph of her inaugural speech on Tuesday,
19 December 2006:
…to my husband, Stephen Newnham, and my children,
Marcus and Catherine, you are and always will be my proudest
achievement. I hope to do all that I can to make you proud.

Vale, Fiona Richardson.
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — I too rise to
contribute to this motion of condolence for our
colleague Fiona Richardson, who left us far too soon.
Her death on 23 August left us all in shock and
disbelief. You would have to go back a long way to
find the last time a minister passed away in office.
Although her life was cut so tragically short and she
had unfinished business, the funding and the reforms
delivered in tackling family violence while she was the
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence will be
everlasting. We grieve for her as colleagues collectively
across this Parliament, but we also grieve for her
children, for her husband, for her mum and for her
brothers, who will now have to go through life without
her. But they always have in their hearts a mother, a
wife, a daughter and a sister who wrote herself into the
history books by becoming Australia’s first Minister for
the Prevention of Family Violence.
While I have known Fiona through the Labor Party, I
cannot say that we knew each other all that well prior to
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the 2014 election campaign. I recall one day around two
weeks prior to election day that a Galaxy poll in the seat
of Bentleigh was released showing the contest going the
wrong way. That same day Fiona, the now member for
Oakleigh and I were due for an interview on 3XY, the
Greek community radio station. Fiona must have sensed
that I was fairly rattled by the poll because as we were
walking out of the Royal Mint building on William
Street after the interview, she simply asked, ‘You’re
worried about that poll, aren’t you?’. To which I replied,
‘Yes’. She then said, simply, ‘It will be fine’. I took great
comfort from that, because although we did not know
each other all that well, as Steve Bracks noted last week,
we all knew she was good with numbers and that she
could read those numbers.
But there were some numbers that she did not like. She
did not like that at least one woman each week loses her
life at the hands of her partner or ex-partner. To say that
Fiona was passionate about this portfolio would be
underselling her commitment to it. She lived the
portfolio. She lived it through the survivors she listened
to, through the organisations she worked with and of
course through her own personal experience.
Many of us learned a lot about Fiona on Australian
Story. When the recollection of her personal experience
brought her to tears while on camera, she said that tears
are a sign of weakness in politics. I remember thinking
at the time that the thousands of victims and survivors
of family violence who were watching her on the ABC
that night would not have seen a weak politician. They
would have seen a strong champion for them who had a
personal commitment to ending family violence —
someone with empathy, someone who was not going to
stop until she had done everything she could to make
life better for women and girls. Her tears that night
were definitely not a sign of weakness. Her appearance
on Australian Story and that of her family was
courageous. It was very brave and reinforced to victims
and survivors that not only was their minister working
tirelessly for them but she also knew exactly what they
were experiencing. Fiona’s work as the first Minister
for the Prevention of Family Violence will not stop
with her passing, because her legacy will be enduring.
Vale, Fiona Richardson.
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) — It is with great
sadness that I rise to contribute to the condolence
motion for our friend and colleague, the member for
Northcote, Fiona Richardson. Fiona was a strong, fierce
warrior in this house and within the Australian Labor
Party. You knew exactly where you stood with Fiona. I
knew Fiona for close to two decades. I witnessed her
rise from being an electorate officer to factional
secretary to later becoming the member for Northcote.
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On Wednesday, 23 August, I made the following
contribution about Fiona in this place:
… I would like to place on record my thanks to the Minister
for the Prevention of Family Violence and Minister for
Women for her contribution in this area and her passionate
advocacy and leadership in this role. I do not believe we have
seen this level of leadership in this area before, not only in
this state but, I believe, in this country.

Moments later I was shocked and devastated with the
news that Fiona had passed away. She was brave,
respected and one of the strongest leaders that politics
has seen. Fiona was a trailblazer. She was Australia’s
first Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence, a
mother to Catherine and Marcus, a loving wife to
Stephen and a brave warrior for women. She was a
gifted and brilliant politician.
One of the first community events I hosted was a family
violence forum, and Fiona was our guest speaker. She
spoke honestly and transparently, sharing her story and
her work with a roomful of women from the west. Her
insight was inspiring and important. We also saw Fiona’s
work with the Victoria Against Violence campaign,
including 25 days of activism and the new family
violence behaviour change advertising campaign, which
brought the fight against family violence to a head. This
included the Clothesline Project, a first for my electorate
and the west, which brought together many people and
community organisations who painted T-shirts with
anti-violence messages. These T-shirts were displayed
in Queen’s Hall, and Parliament House went orange.
These are just a couple of Fiona’s many, many
achievements. We have heard today about some of the
contributions that she has made to the lives of our
mothers, daughters, sisters and nieces. All of these
projects were instigated and led by Fiona. Fiona’s
unfinished work will now be up to us all to carry on.
I would like to quote the poet Rumi: ‘Find what it is
you love to do, and go do it. Everyone will be better
for it’. Indeed Fiona found her love of work and
changed the lives and future possibilities for
generations of Victorians.
Deepest condolences from me and my family to
Stephen, Catherine and Marcus, and also to her staff.
Thank you, Fiona, for your incredible leadership,
strength and commitment. Your legacy will live on.
Rest in peace, Fiona Richardson.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — I rise to celebrate
Fiona Richardson and her contribution and leadership
in the area of family violence prevention and gender
equality. Her stewardship of the royal commission and
the voice she gave to family violence victim-survivors
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across Victoria will always be remembered. In my
contribution I want to reflect on Fiona’s work in my
electorate of Macedon.
Fiona was my guest at two Macedon Says No to Family
Violence forums. These forums were designed to bring
family violence into the open and engage with the
wider community on an issue that we know has for so
long been shrouded in shame. It is an issue that was at
best ignored and at worst belittled by those in power.
As we all know, Fiona was a victim-survivor of family
violence. The quiet, dispassionate way in which she
shared her own experience in order to free others to
speak was very powerful. In December 2015 —
following the announcement that she had made with the
Minister for Education at Gisborne Secondary College,
committing the government to roll out the Respectful
Relationships program in all schools across the state —
Fiona joined me at a forum at Kyneton Secondary
College that brought together a range of experts and
local service providers, including Cobaw Community
Health Service, the Centre for Non-Violence, Kyneton
police, Our Watch, local family violence survivor and
advocate Belinda Spence, students from our secondary
college and 50 or so concerned members from across
the local community.
Once again Fiona shared her story and demonstrated
what we now all know to be true: firstly, that family
violence cuts across class and privilege; and also the
critical importance of reframing the conversation
away from victim blaming. Instead of asking, ‘Why
doesn’t she leave?’, we are now so much more aware
of the complex reasons why some women will stay in
violent relationships. We are also much more focused
on the underlying cause of family violence, which is
gender inequality. Finally, we are turning the focus
back on perpetrators and holding them to account for
their behaviours.
One of the highlights of the session was hearing from
two students, a boy and a girl, about their experience
participating in the Respectful Relationships pilot, as it
was back then, at Kyneton Secondary College. I still
remember how affected both Fiona and I were by the
young boy who spoke, as he explained how the
Respectful Relationships program had empowered him,
for the first time, to voice his feelings, to be true to
himself, to be able to see the world from different
viewpoints and to understand that it was okay for boys
to cry. For Fiona and me this was a powerful reminder
that our work on gender inequality is as much about
liberating boys and men from harmful stereotypes as it
is about opportunities for girls and women.
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In June 2016 we gathered again, this time at the
Hepburn shire offices in Daylesford. Again Fiona
attended and met with local councillors, Child and
Family Services — or CAFS as it is known — WRISC
Family Violence Support, the Ballarat Centre Against
Sexual Assault, Hepburn Health Service, local medical
practitioners, local Aboriginal organisations, police and
so on. We discussed the challenges that were faced by
smaller communities like Daylesford and Trentham in
accessing services that have traditionally been delivered
by large regional cities.
It is extraordinary to think back and reflect that the
power of this forum was in bringing family violence
service providers like police, health, schools and
Aboriginal organisations together for the very first time.
I am so pleased that as a direct result of Fiona’s visit we
were able to identify service gaps there on the spot, and
Fiona was able to make commitments to fill those gaps.
Today I can proudly say that we now deliver services in
Kyneton and Daylesford that before the election of this
government, and before our groundbreaking Royal
Commission into Family Violence, were not available.
Fiona’s contribution has truly saved lives.
Fiona understood that there always have been many
women working in this sector over many decades with
deep, abiding commitments to keep women and
children safe. Fiona was always respectful of their
expertise and worked to ensure their participation in
helping shape the Andrews government’s response. So
in particular, on behalf of leaders in my community —
Libby Jewson of WRISC, Margaret Augerinos of the
Centre for Non-Violence, Margaret McDonald of
Cobaw Community Health Service — I say thank you,
Fiona Richardson, MP, member for Northcote,
Australia’s first Minister for the Prevention of Family
Violence and Minister for Women. I send my deep
and sincere condolences to Stephen Newnham and to
Fiona’s children, Marcus and Catherine, and to
Fiona’s mother, Veronica.
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — I did not know
Fiona well, and it saddens me now to know that I never
will. As parliamentary colleagues we often work closely
together but never actually get to know each other well
because we are so focused on our work. But listening
today to people from both sides of the chamber, I feel I
actually did get a little more of a glimmer or an insight
into Fiona Richardson as a person.
Minister Richardson’s passing has been a shock to us
all, and I believe her loss is felt by us all. Many today
have spoken of Fiona’s strength and resolve, her
steadfast work and unwavering commitment to making
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women and children safer. She never gave up on them,
and she never gave up on life until the very end.
Fiona Richardson was very generous with her time.
She took the time to visit Thomastown and took the
time to meet with women to discuss family violence,
her vision and the work that Labor was doing to
support women through a lens of gender equality. She
gave us hope for a better Victoria — a better society
for women and children.
Fiona Richardson was a first in many things: the first
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence;
overseeing the first Royal Commission into Family
Violence; establishing the first Victim Survivors
Advisory Council; establishing Respectful
Relationships into the state education curriculum; a
member of the first Victorian government to introduce
family violence leave into workplace agreements; and
working to bring the scourge of family violence out of
the dark and hidden corners and into the spotlight.
Strategically she worked on the links between gender
inequality and family violence. Hand in hand with this
was her work to lift the status of women, working to
drive women’s equality in all aspects of our society
through equality of representation, whether on public
boards, in the judiciary, in local government or in the
public service.
Fiona Richardson has left a mighty legacy, a strong and
broad base on which to combat family violence and
gender inequality — a legacy that will live on as others
build and carry through the foundation work that she
has done. In Fiona Richardson’s own words:
… we know that we do not have all the answers and this is an
effort that needs to endure for many years to come.

I am proud that our Labor government is being bold in
the reforms that we are pursuing to improve the lives of
Victorian women. It is now up to all of us to continue
this vital work to create a safe and equal Victoria for all
Victorian women and girls and, in doing so, make
Victoria a better place for us all.
I am very sorry that I never got the chance to say
goodbye to Fiona, and I give my deepest
condolences to Stephen, Veronica, Marcus, Catherine,
Alastair and Hamish.
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) — It is a solemn honour to
rise and make a few short remarks on the condolence
motion for Fiona Richardson. Much has been said today
about Fiona as a member of this place and the ongoing
contribution that she has made to the state in that
capacity, and I support all that has been said in that
regard. It is a truly remarkable and enduring legacy. I
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also want to note my appreciation of the support and the
counsel that Fiona gave to me prior to me being a
member of this place, when we spent much time
discussing the very exciting topic of ALP rules and rules
reform. Formidable, whip smart and determined, Fiona
was broadly respected. To Stephen, Kosmos and I extend
our deepest sympathies to you and your family.
Mr LANGUILLER (Tarneit) — Softly spoken,
Fiona Richardson was a most powerful voice in this
Parliament, in the community and indeed in the
Australian Labor Party. Labor lost a true luminary,
Victoria lost a true hero, women and children lost a
champion. Since I met Fiona many years ago in
Werribee there was one important conversation that we
consistently had, which was about how much she loved
you, Stephen, Marcus and Catherine, and how much
you all meant to her over and above anything else.
Fiona Richardson, member for Northcote, minister of
the Victorian government and so much more, sadly lost
her fight against cancer. But make no mistake: she was
a fighter, a fierce one at that. Her ability to fight for the
things that matter and to fight for others was part of her
DNA and in any fight everyone, particularly on this
side, knew that if you could, you always wanted to have
Fiona in your corner. I respected her so much for that.
She fought for her community, she fought for the rights
of women and children, she fought for the truth about
domestic violence to come out — fiercely. She played a
pivotal role in Victoria’s gender equality strategy. In
one of her last speeches, she said:
Whether you’re Aboriginal or a new arrival or living in rural or
regional Victoria or have a disability, this strategy is for you.

That is good policy and a good legacy of Fiona
Richardson and this government.
I remember that before the 2014 election I attended a
radio interview panel with the member for Box Hill.
Just before it I happened to be on the phone with Fiona
Richardson. I knew that domestic violence would arise
as a topic of conversation in that interview with the
member for Box Hill and me. I sought Fiona’s advice
on the subject. Amongst other things she said to me that
it was fundamental, in order to address the challenges
of family and domestic violence and to improve the
plight of women and children, we should where
possible try to achieve bipartisanship in policy terms, in
legislative terms and in cultural and behavioural terms
to do that. That is also her good legacy, I believe.
The royal commission, for which she will most likely
be remembered, changed the way government agencies,
the courts and police approach family violence. Her
instrumental work in this area of policy and law cannot
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be understated. The effect that she has had on people’s
lives must never be forgotten.
As Australia’s first-ever Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence, Fiona took on a heavy burden. In a
system, in a world, that has historically failed victims
and survivors of domestic violence, Fiona gave hope to
countless women and children — hope that, at last,
things would change. In one of her first speeches as
minister, she said, ‘We can do more, and we must’. We
should all do more — for Fiona.
I wish to acknowledge Veronica Power, Fiona’s mother,
for raising such an inspirational, determined and
principled woman. Fiona was a mother to both Catherine
and Marcus — and I know how much she loved them.
She was married to Stephen — and I know also how
much she loved him. She was also a great friend to many
and always offered guidance and support to those who
needed it. I remember not long ago going through my
messages. I had received one from her which said,
‘Remember the power of forgiveness. Most particularly
the power of self-forgiveness. It can turn the world
around in a heartbeat’.
Fiona was a formidable character, along with her
husband, Stephen Newnham, and they worked together
as partners and comrades for the betterment of our
community — indeed for the betterment of the
Australian Labor Party and movement. At a personal
level I want to say that as it happens in the political
world we do not always agree with each other. I think
most on this side of the chamber would have had their
encounters with Fiona Richardson. But I can say that
since I met Fiona in Werribee many years ago the one
thing that I know she and I did well was that we never
stopped talking to each other. That I am proud of and I
am particularly happy with having done: we never
stopped talking to each other.
I was one of the privileged ones to have been a painter
at her place, and I will not share the stories of which
room I painted. I apologise for the imperfections that I
left behind. I was amazingly impressed by her courage
and honesty on Australian Story. Make no mistake, it
takes great courage and commitment to do that. She
understood that she needed to lead by example and
share her personal story with the community to show
the community that the minister herself had gone
through this experience. She opened up in this story so
that it would be easier for other women to do the same,
and that was very tough on her personally and indeed
on her family. It is no wonder that there has been a
public outpouring of grief and condolences from the
community. She deserves every bit of it.
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Because of her fighting spirit and her tireless dedication
to justice Fiona will live on through her legacy amongst
us in the Parliament, on this side of the Parliament and
in her family and friends. My thoughts, affection and
condolences go out to Veronica, to Stephen, to
Catherine, to Marcus and to her extended family at this
heartbreaking time. I wish to conclude by saying
goodbye, Fiona. Goodbye, Fi. Thank you for your hard
work and dedication to the community and to the
labour movement. Your support over the years, through
the good times and the bad, has been invaluable to me
personally, and you know and the family knows that I
too will miss you dearly.
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — I have known Fiona
for quite a while. She was part of the great Labor Party
family. Like all families, we have our favourites, the
ones we get along with and the ones we rarely see, but
every member of the Labor Party is part of the Labor
family. Fiona will be sadly missed by many of the
members of this Labor family. I also remember when
she was working for my friend Mary Gillett in
Werribee. She was very active in the party at that stage,
and only a few years earlier, in 1986, Stephen Mills
wrote The New Machine Men, about the backroom
boys that used to operate the parties. If this was to be
updated today, it would need to be renamed The New
Machine Women and Men in honour of Fiona, and she
would be appreciative of the suggested renaming.
Last year in March I went to the United Nations
women’s conference with Fiona, Tanja Kovac and the
honourable member for Macedon. Fiona was there to
learn, engage and develop policies to protect women and
children, in the main, from family violence and how to
drive generational change within, firstly, Victorian
society and, secondly, Australia wide. She was proud of
the work that the Victorian government was undertaking
with the Royal Commission into Family Violence and
had to explain numerous times this initiative, which was
released on 22 September 2016.
Not only did we attend many of the sessions in the UN
but we also had discussions outside with people
changing the lives and mores of the communities they
operated in. We went to the Red Hook Community
Justice Center, where Mayor Giuliani presided and
where this different but innovative local approach was
changing lives daily. Fiona did not want to have just a
judicial approach to family violence; she wanted an
approach that incorporated a number of key areas. We
also visited an integrated police sexual assault and
violence centre where, instead of silos, many agencies
work together to not only bring to justice perpetrators
but help women and children rebuild their lives. We
went to a session with ministers from the Nordic
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countries, who all talked about being feminist
governments but how this was central to gender
equality, to valuing women in their societies and to
treating them as equals.
Through these and other meetings Fiona absorbed
views and questioned positions and policies but thought
deeply about what needed to be done to enhance and
cement this generational change. She always wanted to
go back to the United Nations women’s conference to
update the world on the Victorian family violence royal
commission and what we had done. The family
violence agency and an independent, hypothecated,
ongoing funding source to eradicate family violence
from within our society, just like VicHealth is funded
by a 5 per cent levy on tobacco, is one of the legacies
that Fiona left for the future that I would like to see
continued. It is needed to perpetually continue her role
and all the hard work done by her ministerial office and
her department.
From the Labor family to her family: this is a very
difficult and heartbreaking time. The thing that will get
you through will be the memories, the laughter, the
good times and remembering the treks through the
bush. I will miss Fiona, and I give my sincere
condolences to Stephen, Marcus and Catherine, her
mum, Veronica, and Hamish and Alastair, who has
been in the gallery here today. Vale, Fiona.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) — I would like to
pay my respects to Fiona for her work, for who she was
as a person and for the difference she has made not only
to Victoria but to Australia. I did not know Fiona well,
but I knew of her since the 1990s and early 2000s when
I attended my first few Labor Unity meetings, and she
was obviously a key person in that group. I had gotten
to know her a bit better since being elected to this place.
I got to see the energy, the enthusiasm and the
commitment not just to her portfolios but to people in
general. She was determined to leave this place having
made a difference, and she did make a difference.
Only a few months back, as others have said, Fiona
appeared at the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee in her role as Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence and Minister for Women. At the time
Fiona was very unwell. Most people would have had
the day off work, but she was determined to appear and
answer questions on matters related to her portfolios.
This is particularly significant given the landmark
funding for family violence measures that had been
provided just weeks earlier in the government’s May
budget — something I know she was very proud of. It
was her steely determination that I remember that
afternoon and, knowing what we now know, it was an
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incredibly courageous performance. To say that she
was across the detail even while unwell would be an
understatement. A political observer might call it
‘clinical’, and I say that with the utmost respect
because, as we know, it was blessed with an emotional
attachment to her portfolios. That real passion was
developed into real change.
Life can be very unfair. I think there are a lot of us here
who have been very reflective over the last couple of
weeks. Fiona was only a few years older than myself.
She was my generation. I think that is what hits the
hardest. It has reminded me of how precious life is, but
more than that it has reminded me about how important
it is to do something while you are here, not just in this
place — important as it is not to be a bench warmer —
but anywhere in the community, whether it be helping a
charity or a local sports club or working with the
disadvantaged. Everybody has a gift to offer. Fiona’s
gift was to help those whose plight was hidden for far
too long.
Through her work and through the Royal Commission
into Family Violence, those people now have a voice,
but more than that they have the support mechanisms in
place to provide them with real help. Her achievements
were profound and enormous. As we have heard, there
was the Royal Commission into Family Violence,
establishing the Victim Survivors Advisory Council,
the UN UNiTE campaign, family violence behaviour
change programs and advertising campaigns,
Respectful Relationships in Victorian schools, family
violence leave and much, much more, including the
unfinished business that others have talked about with
the family violence prevention agency and the other
matters she wanted us to tackle.
It is no accident that Fiona Richardson was a Labor
member of Parliament, a member of the Labor party
and a Labor minister. It is no accident that the Labor
Party attracted her. It is a great party and it attracts great
people, and Fiona was one of those great people. Nor is
it an accident that some of her best achievements were
part of this government, the most progressive Labor
government in Victoria’s history led by a Premier who
stood shoulder to shoulder with Fiona for gender
equality and stood shoulder to shoulder with Fiona for
equality full stop — and he will continue to do so.
My deepest sympathies to Stephen and to their children.
I cannot imagine the pain of losing a partner, a mother,
a child or a sister. My sympathies also to her staff, her
friends and other loved ones. If there is some comfort, it
is knowing that lives have been changed and lives have
already been saved thanks to the work of Fiona
Richardson and thanks to the legacy she leaves us. It is
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a legacy not just for Victoria but for all of us. Rest in
peace, Fiona.
The SPEAKER — Before bringing contributions on
this condolence motion to a close I would like to add a
few personal comments. I have listened to the emotional
contributions from both sides of the house about Fiona
and her achievements. On more than one occasion today
and last week she has been described as a political
warrior. No doubt this characterisation stems from her
fearless approach to politics, initially within the world of
the internal ALP machine. I count myself fortunate that
in the internal toing and froing of Labor politics she was
on my side. It is important to be honest and indicate that
we had a difference about direction in recent times. This
does not, however, diminish the respect and friendship of
many years nor lessen the shock of losing someone who
had been so close for so long.
In the brutal world of Labor politics she was fierce and
ferocious, uncompromising and unwavering. She was
not someone with whom people would want to pick a
fight, so the warrior tag fits nicely, despite her gentle
manner and genuine empathy for people around her. As
shadow Minister for Public Transport in opposition
years she revelled in the policy work but also in holding
government to account. They were happy days, before
cancer, travelling the state with the fare slug.
After the 2014 election I watched in awe as she was
assigned new battles when she was asked to turn her
sights against entrenched enemies — family violence
and gender inequality. She applied the same ferocity and
tactical smarts to these monstrous scourges, and as the
first Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence she
helped bring the suffering of victims out into the light.
Of course her brave telling of her own family story will
be remembered as a key moment in the fight against
family violence — what courage! I watched Australian
Story again last week, as many people have said they
did, and was left amazed at the strength of Fiona’s
mum, Veronica, and her two brothers, Hamish and
Alastair — in an extraordinary story of strength and
resilience. Fiona was a private woman and intensely
protective of her family, as most members in this place
are, so the decision to put her family in the public
spotlight was the strongest possible sign of her
commitment to the fight against family violence. Yet
the hardest part of losing Fiona is not the contribution
she has made as a minister and the further work she
would have done, it is a family losing a mum, a wife, a
daughter, a sister. We can only but offer our support to
you, Steve, Catherine and Marcus. We know this must
be an unbearable time for the family, and our thoughts
are with all of you.
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Motion agreed to in silence, honourable members
showing unanimous agreement by standing in their
places.
ADJOURNMENT
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I move:
That, as a further mark of respect to the memory of the late
Honourable Fiona Richardson, the house now adjourns until
9.30 a.m. tomorrow.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 4.48 p.m.
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Wednesday, 6 September 2017
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair
at 9.32 a.m. and read the prayer.

CORRECTIONS LEGISLATION FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL 2017
Introduction and first reading
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Corrections Act 1986 and the Major Crime (Investigative
Powers) Act 2004, to make consequential and minor
amendments to the Bail Act 1977 and the Victoria Police Act
2013 and for other purposes.

Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — I ask the minister to
provide a brief explanation of the bill.
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) — The
amendments in the bill will strengthen the operation of
the corrections system by making the possession or use
of serious contraband items such as drugs and mobile
phones an offence; improve security at the Adult Parole
Board of Victoria; introduce a paid employment
scheme for prisoners to work outside prison if the
prisoner is assessed as suitable by Corrections Victoria;
clarify Victoria Police powers when they are assisting
Corrections Victoria at prison emergencies; and allow
for efficient custodial arrangements for prisoners
required to give evidence about major crimes before the
chief examiner.
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PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Safe Schools program
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents in the state of Victoria draws to the
attention of the house their concerns that the Andrews
Labor government is failing to give parents with children in
state government schools a voice on whether their children
participate in Daniel Andrews’s controversial Safe Schools
program.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria call on the Andrews Labor government
to scrap the Safe Schools program and develop a
comprehensive anti-bullying program supported by both
school communities and parents.

By Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (8 signatures).

Voluntary assisted dying
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents in the state of Victoria draws to the
attention of the house their concerns that the Andrews Labor
government is introducing a bill to allow euthanasia or
voluntary assisted dying in the state of Victoria.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria call on the Andrews Labor government
to not proceed with the introduction of legislation to allow
euthanasia or voluntary assisted dying in Victoria.

By Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (175 signatures).

Mornington Peninsula planning

Motion agreed to.

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

Read first time.

LONG SERVICE LEAVE BILL 2017
Section 85 statement
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Industrial Relations)
gave notice of intention to make a statement, under
section 85 of the Constitution Act 1975, of the
reasons for altering or varying that section by
clause 25 of the Long Service Leave Bill 2017.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

The petition of the residents of the Mornington Peninsula
draws to the attention of the house the need to protect the
Mornington Peninsula from inappropriate development by:
1.

removing ‘as of right approvals’ which now allow
three-storey developments and buildings up to 11 metres
high within our general residential zone;

2.

repealing recent changes which have expanded the
scope of VicSmart planning applications, removing
residents’ rights to be aware of future developments in
their neighbourhood;

3.

ensuring our existing design development overlays,
which prohibit three-storey developments within general
residential zones, are protected in perpetuity;

4.

implement mandatory controls to strengthen and enforce
the intent of our 2014 Mornington Peninsula localised
planning statement to override, in unambiguous
language, any changes to the planning scheme, thereby
providing a clear direction for decision-making;

Notices of motion
The SPEAKER — Notices of motion 16 to 18 will
be removed from the notice paper unless members
wishing their notice to remain advise the Acting Clerk
in writing before 2.00 p.m. today.
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protecting and strengthening local council control within
the green wedge zone and rural conservation zone by
limiting or, where necessary, preventing commercial and
industrial developments on rural land, including
accommodation complexes.

By Mr DIXON (Nepean) (1041 signatures).

Bayside planning
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of Hampton and Bayside residents draws to the
attention of the Legislation Assembly the major local
community concerns regarding:
(i)

the winding back of the hard-fought-for neighbourhood
residential zones in the City of Bayside. The
neighbourhood residential zones currently limit
development to not more than two dwellings of not
more than two storeys per block; and

(ii) high-rise overdevelopment in the Hampton activity
centre on sites without mandatory height limits.
The petitioners respectfully request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria calls upon the Victorian government
and the Bayside City Council to ensure that the City of
Bayside neighbourhood residential zones remain in place to
protect the residential amenity of the suburban streets of
Bayside and further protect the iconic Hampton Street activity
centre to better meet local community amenity aspiration with
wider application of mandatory height limits.

By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham)
(546 signatures).

Beach Road
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of residents of the City of Kingston and Greater
Melbourne notes with concern proposed action by Kingston
council to reduce the width of Beach Road, which will in turn
lead to a reduced number of side-of-road parking spaces,
reduce the clearance between bicycles and motorists, and
increase the risk of accidents. The plan will also reduce
parking spaces available for Mentone Life Saving Club
members and other foreshore users.
The petitioners therefore respectfully request that the
Legislative Assembly of Victoria call upon the Victorian
government to oppose plans by the Kingston council to
reduce the width of Beach Road.

By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham)
(194 signatures).

Cheltenham and Mentone railway stations
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Bayside and Kingston notes
the once-in-100-years infrastructure grade separation works at
Cheltenham station and Mentone station and notes the
projected doubling of Melbourne’s population over the next
30 years and the failure for there to be any expanded railway
commuter car parking as part of the grade separation works
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and further notes the rapidly increasing spillover of railway
commuter traffic into the suburban streets of Cheltenham and
Mentone, causing massive congestion.
The petitioners therefore urgently call upon the Victorian
government to immediately increase railway commuter car
parking capacity proximate to Cheltenham and Mentone
railway stations as part of the grade separation works.

By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham)
(44 signatures).

Pedestrian traffic lights
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of the state of Victoria notes with
grave concern the waste of public money being spent on
gender-alternative traffic walk/don’t walk signs on pedestrian
traffic lights.
The petitioners call upon the Victorian government not to
waste one public dollar on any trial as it will represent another
unbelievable waste of taxpayer money.

By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) (8 signatures).

Pennydale development, Cheltenham
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Cheltenham (Pennydale
section) notes with concern the density of development
projected for their neighbourhood under the City of Bayside
housing structure strategy to accommodate the population
increase of 48 per cent and the impact that this will have on
their family-friendly, low-density, leafy streets and the fact
that the Southland station was designed not as a commuter
station but as a retail station serving the shopping centre.
The petitioners therefore call upon the Victorian government
and Bayside City Council to minimise the density of
development and better protect the leafy, low-density
residential character of Cheltenham (Pennydale) and provide
for future growth on rezoned industrial land.

By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham)
(11 signatures).

Possums
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of the Bayside municipality and
metropolitan Melbourne draws to the attention of the minister
for environment the large numbers of possums inhabiting the
properties of residents within the Bayside municipality and
across metropolitan Melbourne.
PRAYER
The petitioners therefore request that the Andrews
government instigate immediate action to address the
concerns of residents in relation to the large possum
population in the City of Bayside and across Metropolitan
Melbourne to minimise property damage and disturbance to
neighbourhood amenity.
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By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham)
(398 signatures).
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Tabled.
Ordered to be published.

Tabled.
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Nepean be considered next day on
motion of Mr DIXON (Nepean).

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Acting Clerk:
Auditor-General — Report 2016–17

Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Sandringham be considered next day
on motion of Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Forest Hill be considered next day on
motion of Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill).

Land Tax Act 2005 — Report 1 June 2016 to 30 June 2017 of
Land Tax Absentee Owner Surcharge Exemptions under s 3B
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of approval
of amendments to the following Planning Schemes:
Banyule — GC72
Boroondara — C250

ACTING SPEAKERS
The SPEAKER tabled warrant nominating Paul
Edbrooke, Tim Richardson, Natalie Suleyman and
Gabrielle Williams to preside as Acting Speakers
whenever requested to do so by the Speaker or
Deputy Speaker.

Brimbank — C150
Casey — GC72
Darebin — GC42
Greater Bendigo — C161 (Part 1)
Manningham — GC42

Mr R. Smith — On a point of order, Speaker, in
contrast to previous Acting Speakers, can these ones
actually read the standing orders before taking the chair?

Melbourne — C245

The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Yan
Yean! There is no point of order.

Moreland — GC72

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS
COMMITTEE

Stonnington — GC72

Alert Digest No. 12
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) presented Alert Digest
No. 12 of 2017 on:
Caulfield Racecourse Reserve Bill 2017
Justice Legislation Amendment (Body-worn
Cameras and Other Matters) Bill 2017
Local Government (Central Goldfields Shire
Council) Bill 2017
Long Service Leave Bill 2017
Major Sporting Events Amendment (AFL Grand
Final Tickets) Bill 2017
Renewable Energy (Jobs and Investment)
Bill 2017
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term
Tenancy Agreements) Bill 2017
Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and
Supervision) Amendment (Governance)
Bill 2017

Monash — GC72

Port Phillip — GC72

Victoria Planning Provisions — VC139
Wangaratta — C61, C67
Whitehorse — GC72
Yarra — GC72
Road Safety Camera Commissioner — Report 2016–17
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Building Act 1993 — SR 87
City of Melbourne Act 2001 — SR 86
Conservation, Forests and Lands Act 1987 — SRs 88,
90, 91
County Court Act 1958 — SR 92
Electricity Safety Act 1998 — SR 85
Gas Safety Act 1997 — SR 89
Local Government Act 1989 — SR 86
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994:

together with appendices.
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ELECTORAL MATTERS COMMITTEE
Membership

Documents under s 16B in relation to:
Education and Training Reform Act 2006:
Ministerial Order No 1038 — Teaching
Service (Employment Conditions, Salaries,
Allowances, Selection and Conduct)
Ministerial Order No 1039 — School Council
Employees (Employment Conditions,
Salaries, Allowances and Selection)
Radiation Act 2005:
Guidelines for the Verification of Identity
Additional Matters to be Addressed in
Security Plans and Transport Security Plans
Security Standards for Security Plans and
Transport Security Plans
Water Act 1989 — Amended Groundwater Management Plan
for the Katunga Water Supply Protection Area,
Amendments 2017.

ROYAL ASSENT

The SPEAKER — I have received the resignation
of Mr Russell Northe from the Electoral Matters
Committee effective Monday, 28 August 2017.

RULINGS BY THE CHAIR
Questions without notice
The SPEAKER — On 23 August the manager of
opposition business took a point of order in relation to
the responsiveness of the Premier’s answer to a
supplementary question from the member regarding
Mr Eideh’s travel to Syria. The member for Warrandyte
took a point of order about the responsiveness of the
answer by the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change to a supplementary question from the
Leader of the Opposition about energy prices. I have
reviewed the report and consider that both answers
were responsive.

DISPUTE RESOLUTION COMMITTEE

Message read advising royal assent to:
25 August
Local Government (Central Goldfields Shire
Council) Bill 2017
29 August
Jury Directions and Other Acts Amendment
Bill 2017
Justice Legislation Amendment (Court Security,
Juries and Other Matters) Bill 2017
Public Administration Amendment (Public
Sector Communication Standards) Bill 2016.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
Messages read recommending appropriations for:
Caulfield Racecourse Reserve Bill 2017
Long Service Leave Bill 2017
Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and
Supervision) Amendment (Governance)
Bill 2017.

Membership
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — By leave, I
move:
That Ms Hutchins be appointed a member of the Dispute
Resolution Committee.

Motion agreed to.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Program
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I move:
That, under standing order 94(2) —
(1) the orders of the day, government business, relating to
the following bills be considered and completed by
6.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 6 September 2017:
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs)
Bill 2017
Justice Legislation Amendment (Body-worn Cameras
and Other Matters) Bill 2017
Parks and Crown Land Legislation Amendment
Bill 2017
Racing Amendment (Modernisation) Bill 2017; and
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(2) the orders of the day, government business, relating to
the following bills be considered and completed by
5.00 p.m. on Thursday, 7 September 2017:
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment
(Real-time Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017.

In speaking to the motion I would just like to make a
few points. Obviously the government business
program this week is quite different to normal weeks
and has been somewhat truncated as a consequence of
the tragic death of the Minister for Women and
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence. It
means that last sitting week obviously the house did not
sit other than for a few moments on Thursday and that
yesterday the business of the house was taken up
entirely by the condolence motion.
As a consequence, a number of things happened. A
number of second-reading debates were concluded last
sitting week, but the bills did not go to the guillotine
last Thursday, those being the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Body-worn Cameras and Other Matters)
Bill 2017, the Parks and Crown Land Legislation
Amendment Bill 2017 and the Racing Amendment
(Modernisation) Bill 2017. The second-reading debates
for those bills have been completed, so we will seek to
have those dealt with at 6.30 p.m. this evening. For the
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed
Dogs) Bill 2017, it is the government’s view that it be
dealt with and debated today. Obviously today the order
of business is somewhat different to the norm, given we
have the government business program debate, which
will take as long as it takes, and we also have the matter
of public importance. That will leave a few hours for
debate on that bill. We think it is perfectly appropriate
that, given the second-reading debate has been
concluded on those other bills, they be dealt with at
6.30 p.m. this evening.
Tomorrow two very important bills will be dealt with:
the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
Amendment (Real-time Prescription Monitoring) Bill
2017, which has been second read, and the Residential
Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017. We think there will be clearly
a substantial amount of time for debate on those two
bills tomorrow.
We recognise that having, effectively, two
guillotines — one on a Wednesday evening and one
on a Thursday evening — is not the norm, but the
circumstances this week are far from normal. We do
thank the opposition for the consideration they have
given both last sitting week and this sitting week to
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the unusual circumstances that exist. In those unusual
circumstances the normal business of the house has
been somewhat disrupted. It is important that these
important pieces of legislation — the four today and
the two tomorrow — get dealt with by the house. It is
equally important that the bills going to the guillotine
today be transmitted to the Council tonight, and the
government would seek to do that by virtue of the
government business program resolution that is before
the house this morning. With those few words I
commend the government business program to the
house. We would seek the support of the opposition
for it.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — The opposition certainly
appreciates the unusual and difficult circumstances
under which the house and honourable members
individually have been in recent times. That has led to
some departures from the norm in relation to the
structure of the government business program. We do
not have any particular disagreement with the number
of bills that are proposed to be dealt with. There might
be some issues about the actual structure of the program
and the timing of the guillotine that others may raise in
their contributions, but as I say, we certainly appreciate
the unusual and difficult situation under which the
government is operating at present.
The one issue relating to the specifics of the program
that I would add to what the acting Leader of the House
has said is that in our view in particular it would be
desirable to make time for consideration in detail of the
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term
Tenancy Agreements) Bill 2017, which raises a range
of new and complex issues that would benefit from
consideration in detail in this house. That would
perhaps be a more efficient way of handling those
matters: to make at least a start and to resolve as many
of those as possible in this house rather than leaving it
to be dealt with in the other house.
However, the main concern of this side of the house
about the government business program is a
longstanding one, that yet again there is no provision to
deal with the rorting and abuse of office that has
occurred according to the allegations relating to the
former Speaker and former Deputy Speaker. Without
going over and over again the ground that I have
covered on previous occasions, this is a matter that
needs to be dealt with by this house. Indeed what we
read in the newspapers this morning just adds weight to
that. There seems to be a culture of rorting and abuse of
office that is endemic within the Labor Party and the
government side of this house, be it red shirts, be it
printing orders, be it the conduct of the former Speaker
and Deputy Speaker over residential allowances, be it
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dogs being transported in ministerial cars, whatever it
might be.
Perhaps what is in the newspapers this morning just
reinforces the fact that if you are not prepared to deal
with these sorts of things — if you are not prepared to
set the standards that ought to be set and hold people to
account when they abuse their office — then that
culture just continues on and on. The government and
the Labor Party now face a choice: are they going to try
to restore any element of credibility and of
respectability as a party, as an organisation and as a
government and do the right thing finally and hold
people to account for the serious rorting that has gone
on, or are they going to continue with the cover-ups and
abuse of office which, from what we read in the
newspaper this morning, seems yet again to be going
beyond just one or two others?
We have got an Ombudsman’s inquiry. We have got
the unresolved issues about the former Speaker and
Deputy Speaker, and now we have got these serious
issues about further abuses of taxpayer funds through
parliamentary allowances. We remain of the view that
this government business program is defective unless
and until it provides for the referral of the issues about
rorting and abuse of office by the former Speaker and
Deputy Speaker either to a special select committee or
to the Privileges Committee so it can be dealt with.
As I have said, what we read about in the newspapers
this morning just reinforces the importance of that
being done. Hopefully the more honest and decent
members on the government side of the house are
saying, ‘Enough is enough. We’ve got to stamp out this
culture of rorting and abuse, get to the bottom of it, hold
people to account and re-establish the authority, dignity
and credibility of this house’. Until that happens, we
oppose this government business program.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — I am pleased to make
a contribution on the government business program and
in doing so also send the regards of the house to the
Leader of the House, who is absent this week due to
personal matters. We certainly give her our regards in
these difficult circumstances.
Those matters aside I certainly acknowledge the
manager of opposition business drawing attention to the
unique circumstances that have seen the government
business program amended and constrained this week.
There is the decision around potentially guillotining
several bills, including the Domestic Animals
Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017, the
Parks and Crown Land Legislation Amendment Bill
2017, the Racing Amendment (Modernisation)
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Bill 2017 and the Justice Legislation Amendment
(Body-worn Cameras and Other Matters) Bill 2017. All
of those have been discussed and debated at length in
this place in previous sitting weeks, and it would seem
reasonable to bring those bills to a conclusion and to be
able to vote on those bills later this day, as outlined by
the acting Leader of the House, the Attorney-General.
Of course the opportunity then to continue debate on
other bills as outlined by the Attorney-General would
seem most reasonable, and there is also of course the
potential to move into consideration in detail, which has
been a commitment from the Andrews government to
openness, accountability and transparency in this place,
which I can also demonstrate we have provided on
many occasions.
One that springs to mind in my own portfolio
responsibilities has been in the environment portfolio,
where we have had consideration in detail on matters of
the removal of cows from national parks. That was a
bill, and we had consideration in detail on that matter,
so I can certainly demonstrate from my perspective that
we are meeting our obligations in relation to
consideration in detail of bills in this place, and the
opportunity to potentially do that in relation to the
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term
Tenancy Agreements) Bill 2017 will be considered
through the course of the week in relation to the way in
which the opposition chooses to engage with
parliamentary business on a range of other matters that
have been presented by the Attorney-General.
The manager of opposition business talks about
accountability. Ultimate accountability happens at
election time. Ultimate accountability is to the people of
Victoria. We saw the previous government held to
account at the last election, nearly three years ago, when
they were emphatically dispatched from the Treasury
benches by the people of Victoria in record time — the
first government to be dismissed in one term in over half
a century. The previous government like to talk about
accountability and what they think they understand to be
the expenditure of taxpayers funds, when the very first
minister that they appointed to IBAC, the IBAC
minister, actually had to fall on his sword and resign
because of his own incompetence and his own issues that
he raised. He actually had to resign his position. It does
not say very much of the previous government that when
they actually had a minister responsible for these matters,
he actually had to resign his position and is no longer in
this Parliament. I think it goes a long way to
demonstrating the capacity of those opposite to point the
finger in relation to those sorts of matters, given their
appalling record when they were in government.
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Can I also just add for the record that I think yesterday
the way in which members contributed on the
condolence motion speaks volumes not only for the
former member for Northcote but also of the way in
which members of this place have taken a moment to
reflect on the contributions that people make in their
time in this place. I think the way in which the house
conducted its business yesterday was most appropriate.
But in bringing a conclusion to my contribution on the
business program can I say that it was most reasonable
for the government to seek to conclude several bills that
have been debated in this place in the previous sitting
week. It is most reasonable to then spend some time
potentially in detail on some other bills and matters,
because of course we do know there are many, many
landlords on the other side of the house who have a
particular interest in the residential tenancies
amendment bill, a bill that I would say has also been
very critical in my electorate. Some of the
announcements already made by the government in
relation to long-term leases have been significant and
critical in addressing the concerns of tenants in
Victoria. I commend the business program to the house
and look forward to opportunities to work with those
opposite on concluding the program this week.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran)— I rise to speak just briefly
on the government business program. Normally we
would oppose the government business program given
the lack of referral of the members for Melton and
Tarneit to the Privileges Committee, but in this
instance, given the circumstances of the passing of the
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence and the
changes we have had to the sitting program, we are not
going to oppose the government business program,
although I would encourage the government in future
sitting weeks to make that referral of the members for
Melton and Tarneit to the Privileges Committee. They
might have some friends joining them given the
revelations today. Who knows? But it really is
important because it does cast a real cloud, a real
shadow, over this place and its ability to hold individual
members to account. So we will not be opposing the
government business program in this instance.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — I would like
to commend members for their heartfelt condolences
for Fiona Richardson, the late Minister for Women,
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence and
member for Northcote, and acknowledge the coalition
for its cooperation during these exceptional times. It is
these exceptional circumstances that have brought us
to the government business program and the
propositions that are being put today. There are
effectively two guillotines, one today and one
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tomorrow, and that is to help the flow of legislation to
the other place. The longstanding objection to the
government business program has been noted, along
with the list of inquiries that are being undertaken into
those issues that have been raised. One of the bills is
the Justice Legislation Amendment (Body-worn
Cameras and Other Matters) Bill 2017, which fulfils a
recommendation of the royal commission. Given the
events we have all been put through as a parliament, I
think that this is a sensible way of addressing the
issues, and with those comments I commend the
government business program to the house.
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — I rise to make a
contribution on the government business program. As
the manager of opposition business said, the opposition
will not be supporting the government business
program, chiefly on the basis that the member for
Tarneit and the member for Melton, the rorting
members, have not been dealt with by this house. We
have more rorting allegations today — we have got the
printing, we have got the red shirts. It is just one rort
after another.
One of the things that I would like to focus on in the
government business program is the two guillotines. I
do not understand the reason that this house is having
two guillotines this week. The Domestic Animals
Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017, the
Justice Legislation Amendment (Body-worn Cameras
and Other Matters) Bill 2017, the Parks and Crown
Land Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 and the Racing
Amendment (Modernisation) Bill 2017: there is no
urgency in relation to any of these bills. If they were
time critical and there was a necessity to get one of
those bills to the Legislative Council tomorrow, for
example, one could understand the two guillotines.
Quite frankly having two guillotines is a waste of the
house’s time. The Parliament has already got 20 bills
stuck in the upper house, so I cannot comprehend why.
I do not know who concocted the proposal of having
two guillotines. It would make more sense if we were to
have one guillotine tomorrow and push all six bills
through tomorrow. That would make eminently more
sense. I do not know how the Leader of the House, who
is absent at the moment I understand for personal
reasons, comes up with these ideas — do not ask me. It
is quite unusual.
As I said, there is nothing critical about any of those
four bills. If there was some sort of legal imperative or
budget imperative to get those bills to the Legislative
Council, then one could understand that, but given that
there is not, I think it is a ridiculous idea to have two
guillotines this week. We are going to waste the
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Parliament’s time at 6.30 p.m. today when we could
simply have the one guillotine tomorrow and push the
six bills through then. With that contribution, as I said,
the opposition will be opposing the government
business program.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 45
Andrews, Mr
Blandthorn, Ms
Bull, Mr J.
Carbines, Mr
Carroll, Mr
Couzens, Ms
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Dimopoulos, Mr
Donnellan, Mr
Edbrooke, Mr
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Hennessy, Ms
Hibbins, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Kilkenny, Ms
Knight, Ms

Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
McGuire, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pakula, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pearson, Mr
Perera, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Sandell, Ms
Scott, Mr
Spence, Ms
Staikos, Mr
Suleyman, Ms
Thomas, Ms
Thomson, Ms
Ward, Ms
Williams, Ms
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 36
Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Battin, Mr
Blackwood, Mr
Britnell, Ms
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Guy, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kealy, Ms
McCurdy, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Morris, Mr
Northe, Mr

O’Brien, Mr D.
O’Brien, Mr M.
Paynter, Mr
Pesutto, Mr
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Ms
Sheed, Ms
Smith, Mr R.
Smith, Mr T.
Southwick, Mr
Staley, Ms
Thompson, Mr
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Ms
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr
Wells, Mr

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Economy
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — Many
residents in the Knox community have raised concerns
about the way in which this government is managing
the Victorian economy. We have seen nine taxes and
charges increased or being introduced. Over the past
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two years under the government taxes have increased
by nearly $4 billion — an increase in taxation of over
22 per cent. This increases taxes by an average of
$2000 per Victorian household. Land tax surcharges for
absentee owners were increased by 0.5 per cent and
then by 1.5 per cent. Stamp duty surcharges for foreign
buyers have increased as well, as has the fire services
property levy. Residents of my community want to
know what the government is doing to reduce the
impact on the Victorian economy.

Ferntree Gully electorate planning
Mr WAKELING — Residents of Knox have also
raised concerns about the impact of development on our
local environment. They are concerned about the level
of development that is occurring, which is seeing the
destruction of local trees, vegetation and native life.
The community prides itself on its bushy, leafy
environment at the base of the foothills. Residents of
my community want to know what the Andrews
government is doing to protect and enhance our local
environment.

Employment
Mr WAKELING — In terms of employment
Victoria faces an uncertain future as employment
opportunities in traditional trades and industries, such
as car manufacturing, continue to close. The
government is not focused on protecting employment,
which was evident with the recent closure of the
Hazelwood power plant in the Latrobe Valley, resulting
in hundreds of employees losing their jobs. Locally
many parents have raised concerns with me about their
children having difficulty finding employment after
they leave school or university.

Eid ul-Adha
Ms KAIROUZ (Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation) — Last Friday I was
delighted to attend the Eid ul-Adha breakfast and
morning tea celebration with the Islamic Guidance
Society of Australia at the King Khalid Grand Mosque in
Albion. Eid ul-Adha, or the Festival of Sacrifice, is a
deeply spiritual time for Muslims in Victoria and around
the world. It marks the end of Hajj, when millions of
Muslims take part in the annual Islamic pilgrimage to the
holy city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia. The Festival of
Sacrifice is followed by a Feast of Sacrifice. In
remembrance people sacrifice a lamb, goat or other
animal and give the meat to family, friends and relatives
and, most importantly, the less fortunate. It is a time for
selflessness, humility and generosity. These are all
qualities that resonate strongly among members of the
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Islamic faith, and personally I see these values displayed
every time I engage with Muslim communities. l am
proud to be part of a government that recognises and
appreciates the important role that our religious
communities play in making our state the welcoming,
safe and cosmopolitan society we all enjoy today.

Caroline Springs police station
Ms KAIROUZ — Last week the Leader of the
Opposition announced that, if elected, he will open
Caroline Springs police station for 24 hours a day. It is
amazing that the opposition have just woken up to the
fact that Melbourne’s west does exist after neglecting it
for four years. The previous coalition government did not
invest in a single new police officer in our community. I
want the people of Caroline Springs to be assured that
under this government, no matter where you live,
Victoria Police provide a 24-hour response. Ultimately
police stations do not catch crooks; police on patrol do.
In the past 12 months overall offences have decreased in
Caroline Springs by 9.85 per cent, or 495 offences. The
Liberals have been caught out before, promising to
extend the police station hours, but it is not their place to
dictate this to police. The opposition leader is full of
empty promises, and I will not let him make them to the
people of Caroline Springs.

St John’s Village, Wangaratta
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) — My sincere
condolences to the family and friends who have lost
loved ones during the flu outbreak at St John’s Village in
Wangaratta. This has been a tragic outcome for families
who have been clients at St John’s Village. St John’s is
an exceptional provider of retirement services, which I
can attest to, having visited the property on many
occasions. I will be working with the Minister for
Health’s office to ensure that all protocols are adhered to
so that such an outbreak does not occur again.

Wangaratta Kennel and Obedience Dog Club
Mr McCURDY — Congratulations to the
Wangaratta Kennel and Obedience Dog Club, which
this year is celebrating its 70th year of dog activities in
Wangaratta. This Sunday the club is marking the
occasion by showcasing some of the activities that club
members participate in with their dogs. The club was
formed in 1947 and is a non-profit organisation
dedicated to the promotion of responsible pet
ownership. Well done to current president Kevin
Felmingham and his committee on this milestone.
Enjoy the celebrations.
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Alpine Valleys Community Leadership
Program
Mr McCURDY — I was delighted to speak to the
members of the Alpine Valleys Community Leadership
Program (AVCLP) when they visited Parliament this
week. The group of future leaders was engaged and
enthusiastic to learn more about the functions of the
Victorian Parliament and the work that is done here.
Since 1998 the Alpine Valleys Community Leadership
Program has inspired and assisted 300 local people to
develop their leadership skills, their knowledge of the
region and their network of senior management
contacts. AVCLP encourages and develops leaders
across north-east Victoria who have the capacity to
build and contribute to their communities and industry
sectors. AVCLP drives community leadership at a local
level and helps create opportunity across the region by
strengthening leadership capacity across all industry
sectors. I look forward to seeing this year’s participants
take on leadership roles in their local communities
following completion of the 10-month course.

Geelong cricket events
Mr EREN (Minister for Tourism and Major
Events) — Last Friday in my home town of Geelong I
was pleased to announce a men’s and women’s T20
blockbuster between Melbourne Renegades and
Sydney Sixers at the home of the mighty Cats,
Simonds Stadium, on 3 January next year. Local pride
will be on show as Molly Strano takes to the field
alongside Australian and international superstars,
including Dwayne Bravo, Ashleigh Gardner, Nathan
Lyon and Cameron White. Broadcast to 147 countries
worldwide, all eyes will be on Geelong as the Big
Bash League action kicks off in front of the new
Brownlow Stand, which has lifted the stadium’s
capacity to 36 000. The double-header will strengthen
Kardinia Park’s reputation as Australia’s regional
home of cricket, having already hosted the Australian,
Sri Lankan and West Indies national teams as well as
the Melbourne Stars. The Renegades will host a
week-long training camp and community activities
around Geelong in the lead-up to the clash, with a
family day at Kardinia Park on Sunday, 10 December,
where fans can meet the players.
The Andrews Labor government is working with
Cricket Australia and Cricket Victoria to bring more
world-class cricket to regional communities. Events
like these give locals the chance to see their heroes live,
in their own backyard, and visitors the opportunity to
see all this region has to offer. The Labor government is
proud to have helped secure this double-header thanks
to funding from the Regional Events Fund and the
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Significant Sporting Events program. We are also
proud that we are turning Kardinia Park into the best
regional stadium in Australia so that we can host
blockbusters like this. Bringing Big Bash to Geelong
will inspire our kids, attract visitors and create an
incredible buzz around Geelong.

Hawthorn housing renewal project
Mr PESUTTO (Hawthorn) — I speak today on an
issue surrounding the government’s proposal for a
massive redevelopment of Bills Street in Hawthorn
following a public meeting which I attended on
9 August 2017. One of the issues raised by community
members at the meeting related to the possibility that
the government may not be intending to ensure the
social housing provided as part of the renewal program
will remain as public housing in perpetuity. The
suspicion is that the government is improving the return
to itself and the developer by adopting a model
allowing the developer to sell the social housing after a
period of 10 to 12 years. This is effectively a land bank
for the developer and would clearly not satisfy the
long-term demand for public housing.
I understand the government is intending to raise funds
through this process to create a resource for expenditure
on maintenance of public housing which has been
allowed to deteriorate over decades. The Minister for
Planning needs to provide urgent clarification of the
following: one, can the minister guarantee all
Victorians that every dwelling built as social housing
under the government’s public housing renewal
program will be retained by the department or its
successor in perpetuity as public housing; two, can the
minister advise the purpose or purposes for which funds
obtained through the public housing renewal program
will be used by the government; and, three, is the
minister prepared to make available a full copy of the
specifications previously published and used by his
department in seeking tenders from developers wishing
to participate in the public housing renewal program?
There is great concern about what the government is
proposing to do in Bills Street, Hawthorn. It is a
beautiful area, and its proposals for developments
upwards of 12 storeys and 400 apartments risk
destroying that beautiful part of Hawthorn.

Keilor Football Club
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) — Last weekend the
Keilor Football Club added to its rich tapestry of
history. Sunday, 20 August, was junior and women’s
grand final day for the Keilor Football Club. In the
inaugural year of the combined Western Region and
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Essendon District Women’s Football League, Keilor
were the standout club, with premiership wins with
their senior women’s and under-15 girls teams. The
club also enjoyed premiership success with their
under-15 boys under coach Rob Stafrace and two
valiantly fought runners-up with their under-11 boys
under coach Mick McGuane and their under-17 boys
under coach Adrian Minniti.
A brand-new chapter was written recently for the
Keilor Football Club, which has a long and
distinguished history dating back to 1894. Keilor can be
proud of what they have achieved from humble
beginnings with the Keilor and Broadmeadows
Football League, winning premierships in 1926 and
1928. With the Essendon District Football League,
which they joined in 1932, they have won nine Agrade
premierships to date, including a famous three-peat in
1995, 1996 and 1997 and back-to-back wins in 2000
and 2001.
Today it is the girls and women making history and
leading with success. The senior women went into the
grand final as hot favourites, being undefeated all
season, and did not disappoint, led by coach Emma
Kerry and courageous captain Emily Law, with
standout efforts from Kallyn Gent, named best on
ground, and goal success from Jess Atta, Tanay
Barbuto and Tenille Cann. What a team effort from the
coach down, as well as assistant coach Michael
McLean, team manager Anne-Maree Kleimann, trainer
John Pace, operations manager Kevin O’Reilly and,
most of all, the players that gave their all.
The future looks incredibly bright for women in Keilor,
with the under-15 girls also enjoying premiership
success under coach Paul Heard, assistant coach and
female football club president Warren Grunden, team
manager Kylie Barton and assistant and runner Jay
Meiers. The success would not have been achieved
without the support of the Keilor Football Club
executive and the local football community embracing
female football and providing opportunity and a chance
for females to participate in AFL. Go Keilor! You have
a long, proud history that is continuing to be —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Time!

Vermont Secondary College
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — It was a pleasure to
recently attend the Vermont Secondary College annual
school production this year, Honk!. It was an excellent
production, with lots of great acting, singing and
dancing and a powerful storyline. I congratulate all the
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students, staff and volunteers involved in this
production. Well done to all involved.

Voluntary assisted dying
Mr ANGUS — I have been handed a petition to
table in Parliament. Unfortunately, because it is not
addressed to the Legislative Assembly it cannot be
tabled in this house. It has been submitted in good faith
by the Holy Saviour Parish, who want to express their
concerns regarding euthanasia and assisted suicide. I
would like to advise them that I will take their points on
board when it comes time for the debate and make sure
that their concerns are treated seriously.

Whitehorse United Soccer Club
Mr ANGUS — I congratulate the Whitehorse
United Soccer Club, who after a gap of more than
20 years recently secured the championship trophy in
the state league 4 east competition. With one game still
to play and a lead exceeding that, the senior team will
finish on top. I recently had the pleasure of visiting the
club, watching some of the junior matches and
programs, and catching up with many of the volunteers,
including club president Enrico Marrone. The club has
a great culture, with over 450 members and teams from
juniors to seniors, with male and female teams. I
congratulate and thank Enrico and the committee on
their leadership and diligence in serving the club and
our community over many years and wish the club well
for the future.

Freda Miles
Mr ANGUS — I congratulate Forest Hill resident
and local identity Freda Miles on reaching her
centenary recently. I was pleased to attend Freda’s
birthday celebrations and hear more about her life and
community service, including the fact that she walks
almost everywhere she needs to go. Freda is an
inspirational person in our community, volunteering
five days a week at two local opportunity shops. Freda
is an amazing example to all of us of volunteering
where we can regardless of our age.

Whitehorse Netball Association
Mr ANGUS — I was pleased to attend the recent
Whitehorse netball tournament in Vermont South. I
congratulate the Whitehorse Netball Association
volunteers and members on organising and running this
very successful event.
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Kawdar Elsafatli and Ramy Aljalil
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — I had the
pleasure of hosting two students from Lalor Secondary
College for work experience for five days over July and
August. Kawdar Elsafatli and Ramy Aljalil are both
year 10 students studying at Lalor Secondary College.
Both Kawdar and Ramy are studying politics and legal
studies and have a very keen interest in these subjects.
During their time at my office, Kawdar and Ramy
showed great enthusiasm and commitment in their
positions as electorate officers. I was extremely
impressed with their knowledge of Australian and
international politics, particularly Middle Eastern
politics. I was amazed at Kawdar and Ramy’s
eagerness to discuss issues ranging from education to
health to roads in the Thomastown electorate. They
were indeed able to offer a different perspective on
these issues. They were very engaged and very
community minded.
The Victorian work experience program is an
extremely important part of the year 10 curriculum. It
helps give students an insight into their future career
path and provides them with an opportunity to learn
through observation and experience in a real-life work
scenario, and although students are limited to certain
tasks, it really gives them an idea of what it would be
like to work in their chosen industry.
They both made a fantastic contribution during their time
at my electorate office and also during their visit to
Parliament House. I wish them the very, very best for
their future studies. I believe they will both do very well
and make their families proud. I look forward to working
more closely with local high schools and hosting more
students from my electorate for work experience.

Dimboola Boat & Waterski Club
Ms KEALY (Lowan) — On 7 and 8 October the
Dimboola Boat & Waterski Club, in conjunction with
Barefoot Australia, will run a national barefoot waterski
competition in Dimboola. Competitors from across all
of Australia will participate in the event, including
members of the Australian team awarded gold medals
at recent barefoot championships in the USA. The
event is being held in memory of long-term Australian
Barefoot Water Ski Club and Dimboola waterski club
member Peter Taylor, who recently passed away due to
cancer. It is disappointing the state government has
failed to make any contribution to this national sporting
event. I urge the government to reconsider and provide
urgent funding so this important event for the region
and Victoria can proceed.
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Western Highway road safety
Ms KEALY — After a number of near misses and
incidents, I urge the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety to urgently review the need for three turning
lanes on the Western Highway at Dadswells Bridge —
at Krause Road to Grampians Edge Caravan Park,
Jacksons Road and the Giant Koala public car park.

Horsham Motorcycle Club
Ms KEALY — I would like to acknowledge the
hard work of Horsham Motorcycle Club volunteers, led
by Laurie Pearson, in building the Dooen motocross
circuit and making it Australia’s premier motocross
destination. Over the years thousands of volunteer
hours have gone into running events and improving the
site. As a result, the Horsham Motorcycle Club have
won the right to host the 2018 junior motocross world
championship, with 40 countries from around the world
invited to bring a team of five competitors. World
motocross officials will be visiting Horsham during the
Australian junior motocross championships in October
this year to inspect the fabulous site. I thank Laurie and
his team of hardworking volunteers for their tireless
work and outstanding contribution to our region.
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community, and also by the regard in which he was
obviously held by all of them.
Terry apparently retired in 2008, but to my great delight
he popped up to be the acting principal of Whittlesea
Secondary College on day one of term one in 2009,
with a cohort of 725 students. The following Monday
only 180 students attended school; 25 school
community members were dead, hundreds were
unaccounted for and many more were homeless.
Through all this sadness and the worst of all trauma, the
shortest school principal I have known stood tall and
strong for his students, staff and community. Against all
odds he took that role on in a permanent position, and
he has been there for eight years since. Terry reminded
the hundreds who gathered at his surprise farewell
function last month, which was a happy event, that Sue
and the welfare team undertook 3000 individual
welfare consultations for those students.
Terry has done it with humour. Take a break, mate.
Ride that motorcycle. But we need your wise counsel to
advocate for those bushfire —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The member’s time
has expired.

Rupanyup roads

Racecourse Road, Flemington, safety

Ms KEALY — Rupanyup residents have observed
several near misses on their roads, particularly at the
intersection of Wimmera Highway and
Stawell-Warracknabeal Road, and on the Wimmera
Highway in front of the post office, where the road
lines and road camber actually direct traffic coming
around the corner and over the railway line directly
towards a car parking area. The increased volume of
traffic residents have seen following the inclusion of the
Rupanyup silos in the Yarriambiack silo art trail and the
location of a major grain terminal in the town have
exacerbated the risk —

Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) — I rise today to speak
about the dangerous pedestrian crossings and tram stops
on Racecourse Road, especially on the corner of
Smithfield Road and also outside Newmarket Plaza.
Last year a man waiting for a tram outside Newmarket
Plaza was killed after a car and ambulance collided on
Racecourse Road, and it was a terrible tragedy for
everybody involved.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The member’s time
has expired.

Terry Twomey
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I rise to acknowledge
the outstanding contribution made to generations of
students by Terry Twomey through his more than
40 years service to the Department of Education and
Training. I first met Terry 15 years ago when he was
principal of Warrandyte Secondary College and I, a
freshly minted member of Parliament. We hit it off
immediately. I was struck by his passionate
commitment to his students, staff and the wider

A number of local residents have approached me. They
are concerned that because of the dangerous design of
these roads it will only be a matter of time before another
tragedy occurs. We sorely need these crossings changed
to protect pedestrians, cyclists and all motorists.
I have written to the member for Essendon, offering to
work together to improve this area given it also borders
his electorate, but I have not received any response.
Despite my calls for change, we have not seen any
action. I would like to ask the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety when we can expect safety improvements
to these crossings that will prioritise pedestrian and
cyclist safety. I will continue to work with residents to
see this happen.
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Kensington Good Karma Network

Electorate office budgets

Ms SANDELL — While I have time I would also
like to put on the record my thanks to Amy Churchouse
and the wonderful Kensington community who have
created the Kensington Good Karma Network. It is a
network and Facebook group that is just so wonderfully
positive. It has helped countless people in my home
suburb of Kensington to solve problems and to work
together to make our neighbourhood an even better
place to live. From borrowing ladders to starting
babysitting groups and finding a good plumber, it is
built on the wonderful community that already existed
in Kensington and has made it even stronger.

Mr WATT (Burwood) — I rise with a heavy heart
after reading the Herald Sun today. I am concerned at the
disservice that is done to all of us in this house when
certain members — crooks — steal from taxpayers.
People who would thieve from the taxpayer for their own
political purposes are disgraceful. The electorate does not
reward us well on both sides when people rort the
system, steal and misuse allowances. Many people
would think that as a member of the Liberal Party I
would probably revel in knowing there are a number of
crooks in the Labor Party, but that is not the case. I do
not take any delight in knowing that certain members of
this house and the other chamber are criminals that
should be thrown in jail.

Bentleigh electorate level crossings
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — I recently joined the
Premier at Bentleigh station to celebrate the first
anniversary of the level crossing removals at Centre
Road, McKinnon Road and North Road, as well as the
first birthday of the three new stations. Before they
were removed the boom gates at the crossings were
down for up to 48 minutes during the two-hour
morning peak, holding up the more than 60 000 cars
that cross through each day. For example, before the
North Road level crossing was removed it could take
road users up to 12 minutes to travel just 800 metres
between Booran Road and Grange Road and pass
through the boom gates in the two-hour morning peak.
Now this crossing is gone drivers are travelling the
same stretch of road in under 5 minutes. Around
7000 local passengers a day are also enjoying the three
safer, accessible and more user-friendly new stations.
It was fantastic to mark this milestone by announcing
that the vintage steam trains will be coming to the line
later in the year. More than 20 000 people attended the
steam train event last year, which was very much
welcomed by the traders at the three shopping strips.

Georgia Shepherd-Petrocco
Mr STAIKOS — Congratulations to Georgia
Shepherd-Petrocco on the completion of her project to
provide hampers of personal care items to women in
need. Georgia called for donations and organised 40
of her fellow old students from Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart College, Bentleigh, at their winter
sleep-out to put the hampers together for victims of
sexual assault and family violence. She worked
closely with the Centre Against Sexual Assault and
family violence in the south-east, got the job done, and
is making a real difference to the lives of vulnerable
women. Well done, Georgia.

I do not agree with Philip Dalidakis all that much, but I
do agree with what he said today. These people should
be thrown in jail with Damien Mantach. What we do on
this side is catch the crooks, put them in jail and deal
with them appropriately. What the government seems
to do every time there is a criminal in its midst is hide
them, move them, pretend they do not exist and pretend
to put them on the crossbenches and think that they do
not belong to them anymore.

Malcolm McIlvena
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) — I rise to
recognise the outstanding contribution that Mr Malcolm
McIlvena has made to the Coburg Historical Society for
more than a decade. After 11 years as the president of
the Coburg Historical Society, Malcolm is passing on
the baton to the next generation of volunteers who will
be charged with the important task of connecting our
local community with the rich history of the area.
For more than a decade Malcolm has done a tremendous
job ensuring that our local treasures are kept alive for
generations to come. These local treasures take a
material form in an impressive array of artefacts and
documents, which are located at the Bluestone Cottage
Museum on Bell Street in Coburg. The cottage itself is a
visual delight. It contains old sets of scales, original
doors from Pentridge prison as well as memorabilia from
local sporting teams, both past and present. My personal
favourite is a reserved parking sign for the former Prime
Minister and local member for the federal seat of Wills,
the legendary Bob Hawke.
The collection has more than a material value. It helps
us to imagine what life was like in times gone by and
reminds us of the essential role of our forebears, from
the local Indigenous community to our migrant
communities, and the role that they played in forging so
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much of what we enjoy in the Moreland area today —
our social, our cultural, our spiritual and our political
tapestry of the rich local community. Running
organisations like the Coburg Historical Society takes a
lot of effort, and I commend Malcolm McIlvena.

Claude Ullin
Mr T. SMITH (Kew) — I rise to mourn the loss of
two dear friends of mine who passed away recently, the
first being Claude Ullin, AM. Claude was a councillor
at the cities of Malvern and Stonington for many years.
Claude was first elected as the mayor of Malvern in
1987 and served as the mayor of Stonnington on no less
than five occasions. Claude was a dear friend and
mentor of mine when I was first elected to the City of
Stonnington in 2008, and Claude’s passion was for his
local community and the arts, particularly Aboriginal
art — and he had an art gallery on High Street,
Armadale for many years. He was also a passionate
advocate for Caulfield Grammar School, Lauriston
Girls School and indeed for the Richmond Football
Club, and he served the board of Richmond many years
ago. I am sure that Claude will be looking down on the
finals series to come and hoping that Richmond does as
well as it possibly can.

Paul Fitzgerald
Mr T. SMITH — Paul Fitzgerald, AM, was
Australia’s most pre-eminent portrait artist for many
decades. He painted Her Majesty the Queen on no less
than three occasions, numerous prime ministers,
including Sir Robert Menzies, and Sir Henry Bolte
when he was Premier of Victoria. Paul was an ardent
Catholic. He was a branch member of the Canterbury
branch, which is my branch of the Liberal Party. He
grew up in Kew, he went to Xavier College and he died
in Balwyn. He was an outstanding Australian. He was
awarded the AM in 1997 for his services to art. He will
be sorely missed, and I give my condolences to his
wife, Mary, and his extended family.

Equal Pay Day
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) — Monday,
4 September, was Equal Pay Day. Seventy days from
the end of the financial year, this period marks the extra
number of days women must work to get the same
wages as men. Our national gender pay gap is at
15.3 per cent. On average, women receive $251 less per
week or $13 000 less per year, and by retirement
women’s superannuation balances are systemically
lower than men’s — up to half.
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A recent report entitled Not So Super, For Women,
released in July this year, states:
Women’s superannuation balances at retirement are 47 per
cent lower than men’s. As a result, women are far more likely
to experience poverty in retirement in their old age.
Superannuation is failing women.

Because most people’s superannuation balances are
almost entirely determined by their compulsory
contributions based on a percentage of their salary, the
superannuation gap is largely the result of the gender
pay gap. So Equal Pay Day is an important and stark
reminder of the continuing barriers women face
accessing the same financial rewards as men.
The Andrews Labor government, under the guidance of
our former Minister for Women and Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence, recently established a
Ministerial Council on Women’s Equality. One of the
key issues will be closing the gender gap. A pay gap
based on gender sends a strong message that treating
women differently is okay. Ending the wages gap is
acutely linked with ending gender inequality,
something the Andrews Labor government has
committed to do.

Charles Stewart & Co.
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) — The achievement of
attaining 100 is always a huge milestone, and so it was
that I felt honoured to attend the Charles Stewart & Co.
centenary celebrations held at the Colac Otway
Performing Arts and Cultural Centre in Colac on
Saturday night. Almost 200 current and former staff
attended a gala ball and book launch to acknowledge
the first century of operation of the most well known of
Western District land and stock agents.
Founded in Bromfield Street, Colac, at their first and
only head office in 1917, the Charles Stewart & Co.
reputation for honesty, integrity and hard work has seen
them progress over four generations of the one family,
two world wars, countless droughts and floods, and of
course the ever unpredictable and fickle nature of
Australian agriculture.
Current family patriarch Neil Stewart, representing the
third generation, proudly reflected on the history of the
firm, and after a year of hard work was able to launch
his book telling of the firm’s trials and tribulations and
the many and various characters who have worked for
and with the company over that time. Current managing
director Michael Stewart, representing the fourth
generation, ever the keen auctioneer and motivator of
an audience, MC’d the night and took to the floor to
introduce and thank the almost 200-strong crowd.
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It is families like the Stewart family who foster and
promote enterprise in our regional towns, who year in
and year out employ and support hundreds of people
across a century of rural progress. It is families like the
Stewarts who not only run efficient, ethical and
profitable businesses but who are also willing to
involve themselves in the civic life of communities.
Hospitals, water boards, community groups and local
government have all benefited from the time and
expertise of this family and their business.

Merri Creek Primary School
Ms GARRETT (Brunswick) — I rise to pay tribute
to a wonderful local school in my electorate, its
gorgeous student body, dedicated staff and parent
community. In May this year I was immensely proud to
announce $3.82 million worth of funding for this great
school, Merri Creek Primary School, out of the
Andrews Labor government’s budget. As part of the
celebration of that funding commitment I was pleased
to recently attend a full school assembly and meet with
the students, staff and parents to delight in this recent
announcement.
I would also like to pay tribute to the organisers of the
Merri Creek Primary School fete, which I attended with
my daughter earlier this year. It is one of the highlights
of the calendar in our electorate. The teachers, students,
locals and volunteers who help make this school such a
great place for students to learn deserve the highest
praise, and I am most pleased that our continued
support is able to take place.

Malcolm McIlvena
Ms GARRETT — I would also like to echo the
very eloquent words of my colleague, the member for
Pascoe Vale, regarding the retirement of Malcolm
McIlvena of the Coburg Historical Society. As the
member for Pascoe Vale said, the contribution of
Mr McIlvena has been outstanding and our Coburg
community, which both our electorates cover, is far the
richer for it.

Macedon Ranges local safety committee
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — I am very proud to be
a member of the Macedon Ranges local safety
committee, which consists of representatives from our
local schools, shire, health service providers and others,
all working to make the Macedon Ranges a safe place
to live.
The committee do excellent work across a number of
issues, including a powerful open letter in support of
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marriage equality. More recently, they have also been
successful in securing a community ice action grant to
continue their work of providing support for families
and people affected by ice use in our region.
I want to publicly thank the outgoing chair, Inspector
Ryan Irwin, for his time and expertise on the
committee. Since 2013, Inspector Irwin has been a
generous and steady influence, during which time the
committee has been particularly active. I also take this
opportunity to welcome Inspector Zorka Dunstan to
the role and look forward to working with her to keep
our community safe.

Country Fire Authority Malmsbury brigade
Ms THOMAS — It was a great pleasure to attend the
Malmsbury CFA awards night earlier this month and I
give my congratulations to Honni Morris, who was
awarded member of the year. This award recognises the
significant impact that Honni has made to the brigade in
regards to fundraising and general support.
Congratulations also to Ashley Krive on receiving the
encouragement award for her enthusiasm and
commitment. Honni and Ashley epitomise the
commitment, service and selflessness that is evident in
so many of our CFA volunteers, and I congratulate the
Malmsbury brigade for recognising the significant role
that women play in the CFA.

Country Fire Authority Carlsruhe brigade
Ms THOMAS — Congratulations to
Carlsruhe CFA brigade on your fourth wine and food
festival at the old mill at Carlsruhe.

Bendigo groundwater project
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — Last Friday I
was pleased to announce the completion of construction
and the commencement of operations for the Bendigo
groundwater interim management solution. This
milestone completes the construction phase of a
$26.92 million investment towards a solution that will
contribute to the ongoing management of groundwater
from mine voids beneath Bendigo. The Andrews Labor
government is fulfilling its commitment to the people
of Bendigo by getting on with this essential project to
protect the city and surrounding areas from rising
groundwater from Bendigo’s historic mines after four
years of inaction by the previous government.
This community-led solution not only gives assurances
for the future but importantly safeguards our
ever-popular Central Deborah Goldmine from rising
groundwater. The groundwater will be treated to
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remove naturally occurring contaminants and will be
available as an alternative source of water for beneficial
use. Coliban Water have been able to deliver the
construction phase of the project within budget. The
groundwater treatment plan has reached the
commissioning stage and is producing treated water
that meet specifications.
Bendigo’s mining history has left us and future
generations with a perennial problem, and I am pleased
that this interim solution means that Bendigo residents
can rest easy that underground water will not impact on
our city’s amenity.

STATEMENTS ON REPORTS
Accountability and Oversight Committee:
oversight agencies 2015–16
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — Today I rise to speak on
the Report into Victorian Oversight Agencies 2015–16.
It is the third Accountability and Oversight Committee
report. I refer particularly to pages 38 and 39,
section 3.4.4, ‘Investigations referred from Parliament’.
This section talks about the Ombudsman Act 1976 and
the referral from the Parliament to the Ombudsman of
allegations that Labor Party members of the Victorian
Parliament misused members’ staff budget entitlements
against the provisions of the Parliament of Victoria
members guide — that is, that electorate officers are
employees of the Parliament and are directly
accountable to the member in whose electorate office
they work. This issue — the so-called red shirts
affair — has now been going on for some years. Of
course the Labor Party has taken every opportunity to
block the Ombudsman. They appealed her jurisdiction
all the way to the High Court, where they lost, and her
investigation continues.
I note that today the Herald Sun newspaper reports
Labor Party MPs misused their entitlements by not
employing electorate officers properly. In other words,
they employed them to campaign, but there were also
people who were signed off as working in electorate
offices who did not work there. I note that the Minister
for Sport is at the table. He is at the heart of these
allegations, as are some other members in the other
place. But today we have additional —
Mr Eren — On a point of order, Speaker, I take
offence at what the member has said. I ask her to
withdraw those allegations that she is making against me.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the
member for Ripon to withdraw.
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Ms STALEY — I withdraw. Today we have
allegations in the Herald Sun of further rorting of
taxpayers funds, this time in relation to printing. We
have not only got allegations that staff entitlements
have been misused by Labor MPs, but we also now
have electorate office budgets being apparently misused
to pay for Labor Party memberships. There seems to be
no limit to which those on the government benches will
not stoop to put their hands into taxpayers funds, where
they should not be. I note that Minister Dalidakis from
the other place was asked about this at the doors this
morning. He rightly said that any MP rorting their mail
allowance should, in his words, ‘share a cell with
Damien Mantach’. That is exactly right. When a
Liberal steals — and not an MP, I may add — he goes
to jail. When a Labor person steals, it gets covered up.
They go to the front bench; it all gets covered up.
Whether it is the red shirts, which is a misuse of
electorate allowances, whether it is dogs in cars, which
is a misuse of parliamentary cars, whether it is a misuse
of the second residence allowance, a misuse of MPs
salaries and allowances or now printing kickbacks for
memberships of the Labor Party, being a misuse of
electoral allowances, we just have theft from taxpayers.
The Labor Party just finds new ways day in, day out to
thieve from the poor, long-suffering taxpayers.
It appears all they will do is stand up and say, ‘There was
nothing to see here’. Well, there is something to see here.
These people have fraudulently come to government by
misusing their staff entitlements, and they have tried to
cover that up all the way to the High Court. The High
Court has quite rightly thrown out that attempt of
covering it up, and the Ombudsman continues to
investigate these matters. There seems to be a
never-ending line of new ways the Labor Party sets out
to rip off taxpayers, and today in the Herald Sun we have
been presented with yet another one. It is well past time
that the members opposite actually stop doing this and
fess up and that those that need to go to jail go to jail.

Family and Community Development
Committee: services for people with autism
spectrum disorder
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — Unlike the
member for Ripon, I will speak on a committee report. I
wish to make a further contribution to the final report
handed down by the Family and Community
Development Committee inquiry into services for
people with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). This was
of course a very long and extensive inquiry. In my last
contribution I was remiss in thanking my fellow
committee members for their commitment and
contributions to this inquiry, which spanned over
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18 months. I want to thank them specifically for their
work in the development of that report and its
101 recommendations. I was also remiss in
congratulating and thanking the dedicated and talented
committee secretariat team — our research officer
Ms Rachel Macreadie, our inquiry assistant Dr Pamie
Fung and our administration officer Ms Helen
Ross-Soden — who just worked tirelessly to assist the
committee in delivering the report. I also want to say a
very special thankyou to executive officer Dr Gregory
Gardiner for his knowledge, direction and support to
the committee throughout the inquiry.
I want to speak specifically today to a couple of the
chapters within the report that I feel need further
elaboration. The first of course is chapter 7, which is on
gender and autism spectrum disorder. Many people will
know that the majority of children and adults diagnosed
with ASD are indeed male. Many programs designed
for people with ASD are based on the assumption that it
is an essentially male condition. However, the
committee received a lot of evidence that indicated that
girls and young women have been under-represented,
particularly in the data that has been made available.
We also found that girls and women with ASD have
often found accessing diagnosis treatment services to be
particularly challenging. We also heard that an
understanding of ASD in girls and women could
broaden the general understanding of ASD.
We made some specific recommendations in relation to
that, including:
… better training to ensure health professionals and teachers
have the skills to identify, treat and engage with girls and
women with ASD; that the NDIS linkages program fund
support groups for girls and women with ASD; a public
education campaign to increase awareness of female ASD in
the community; and that the state government develop an
employment strategy for women with ASD.

I also want to refer to chapter 5, which relates to
services for adults with ASD. The committee heard
directly from many, many adults with ASD about their
experiences. We found that some adults with ASD are
being diagnosed very late in life, often after their own
children have been diagnosed. These individuals spoke
often of their eventual diagnosis in adulthood as being a
sense of relief, particularly after a lifetime of confusion.
But their journey to that diagnosis was difficult as there
are in Victoria no public ASD diagnostic assessment
teams for adults. There is also a lack of awareness
amongst health and allied health professionals, and
there are no targeted intervention therapies for adults
with ASD.
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Our recommendations in relation to that include that the
current age cap of 13 years of age, which is the current
cut-off for the Medicare rebate for the diagnosis and
assessment of ASD, be removed entirely; that adults
have timely access to public ASD diagnostic assessment
teams; that training is provided to health professionals in
identifying the traits and presentations associated with
ASD in adults; and of course an employment strategy for
adults with ASD, which I think the Victorian
government could take a lead role in.
In relation to the national disability insurance scheme
(NDIS), we found that the scheme will hopefully
provide support for approximately 460 000 people
nationally, but we heard both positive and negative
commentary on the scheme, which is due to be fully
rolled out in Victoria by 2019–20. We heard that there
is a lack of knowledge amongst people with ASD of the
scheme in particular and its implications for their
family members, so we have made a number of
recommendations, many of which are directed to the
Victorian government in Victoria’s capacity as a
participant in the Council of Australian Governments
(COAG) Disability Reform Council meetings. At the
national level and among the COAG representatives
significant changes to improve the NDIS can be made
for people with ASD, and not just for adults but of
course for children and their broader family members. I
am very pleased to have chaired this committee.

Environment, Natural Resources and Regional
Development Committee: control of invasive
animals on Crown land
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) — I rise to make a
contribution on the inquiry into the control of invasive
animals on Crown land, which was tabled in this place
on 20 June. I particularly want to talk about
section 8.9.2 on page 213, which is about the shooting
of deer; and section 2.7.3, ‘Impacts on urban
environments’, on page 47.
Within the Ovens Valley electorate sambar deer are
certainly the most invasive species we have. The
numbers have grown exponentially in the last five
years. If I was to say they are at plague proportions, that
would be an exaggeration. However, there are great
numbers of sambar deer where most people would
never have seen sambar deer in the last few years or
preceding 10 years. Now you see them every night that
you are out on the road. I travel the road from
Harrietville and pass through Bright and Myrtleford a
lot, and I seem to dodge sambar every night that I am
on that road, and then I dodge kangaroos for the rest of
the trip back to Yarrawonga and Cobram. So invasive
species are certainly a major issue in my electorate, and
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it is the same for the member for Eildon. We have
certainly got to do some work there.
I recently heard from Dr Lynelle Osburn. She lives in
Harrietville and has concerns with the number of
sambar deer but more recently has developed a greater
concern with the deer hunters. They use high-powered
weapons in close proximity to Harrietville, around
homes. She cited a recent example of a sambar deer that
was shot next to Harrietville Primary School, which is
right in the centre of town, during the middle of the
night. The head was removed as a trophy and the body
left in the yard. These are the types of examples we are
getting in close proximity to towns and our smaller
communities. There is another example of four sambar
deer being shot at Smoko, another little community
along the Great Alpine Road at the foothills of Mount
Hotham. Again the heads were removed as trophies and
the bodies left to rot.
Many in the community are deer hunters themselves.
They certainly understand that deer hunting is one of
the ways we can reduce the population of sambar deer,
so they do not want to stop recreational hunting;
however, they do feel that families and communities
need more support because of, for want of a better
word, vigilante hunters, who are just illegal hunters
breaking all the rules and being quite unreasonable in
what they are doing. Finding 18 of the report, on
page 97, talks about community concerns regarding
irresponsible and illegal hunting. Recommendation 2
that flows on from that asks:
That Victoria Police and the Game Management Authority
work collaboratively to better monitor and educate the
community on reporting mechanisms for illegal hunting
activity.

Mrs Fiona Hammond, Dr Lynelle Osburn and many
others, including John Atkins, are particularly keen to
see some action on this recommendation. Although as
finding 23 states:
In spite of safety concerns with hunting, there was
overwhelming support for the use of shooting —

I will certainly be writing to the minister to seek an
update on the progress of these recommendations as we
move forward. Recommendation 6 is the most pressing,
I believe. It asks:
That the government ensure all coordinated recreational
hunting programs are appropriately supervised, involve wide
consultation, are well advertised, are rigorously evaluated and
are transparent to ensure the concerns and needs of
communities are addressed.

Clearly there is a major shortfall between the
expectation and the reality at the moment, and that is a
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concern to those communities. Harrietville and Smoko
are examples of these smaller groups, as well as some
along the Buffalo River. I am getting contacted by
many in that region. They are feeling quite uneasy. To
use the word ‘unsafe’ is not an exaggeration of how
they feel. They are concerned about the amount of
shooting that is going on, because these weapons are
long range and certainly are killing machines. They are
weapons that you use for deer, and that is what their
concerns are about.
With police resourcing in the region under stress, illegal
hunting is a major concern. The laws are in place now
for the likes of spotlighting. There have been $2500
fines issued in previous years, but we need to increase
police resources so that illegal hunting can be cracked
down on and smaller communities can feel safe while
still allowing the hunting to continue. They do not want
to stop it, because they know about the $439 million per
year it contributes to the Victorian economy. They do
not want to cause any concern for that, but they
certainly at the same time want to make sure their
communities are supported and feel safe.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
budget estimates 2016–17
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — I refer to the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee inquiry into
the 2016–17 budget estimates, particularly in relation to
the contribution by the Minister for Industry and
Employment, who referred to how working in a
coordinated fashion presents an opportunity to drive
strategic advantage. I want to continue my
contributions on this vital matter, particularly with
regard to the Victorian government but also with regard
to how it relates to working with the Australian
government in a collaboration to deliver better results.
This goes to the landmark week that we have just
celebrated in Broadmeadows where the Andrews Labor
government opened the Broadmeadows hospital to
provide life-saving surgery and launched the
Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board to help develop
new industries and jobs. This is critical for this
community, and it goes to the point of how
coordination works. It proves why Labor in power
matters. The Premier not only established the
Broadmeadows Revitalisation Board to provide critical
advice on strategic projects and to boost investment and
reinvigorate the area but also backed it up with
$14.3 million in funding, including $4 million to
upgrade the Broadmeadows railway station.
I was also delighted to join the Minister for Health in
opening the Broadmeadows hospital, which has almost
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$20 million invested for new surgery. More patients in
Melbourne’s growing northern suburbs will receive the
elective surgery they need faster with the completion of
a state-of-the-art expansion. This means more patients
will have their surgeries sooner and closer to home,
with the new surgery giving the Northern Hospital the
capacity to perform more than 2500 extra procedures
every year.
These are vital investments. The latest Victorian
budget includes almost $430 million for new hospital
upgrades and equipment and features almost
$163 million to expand the Northern Hospital to meet
the healthcare needs of Melbourne’s growing outer
northern suburbs. This is critical to my strategy of
creating new industries and jobs, Creating
Opportunity: Postcodes of Hope. I was able to present
that to federal colleagues, headed by federal shadow
minister for employment and workplace relations,
Brendan O’Connor, at the ALP’s jobs forum in
Broadmeadows. A critical aim of Postcodes of Hope
is to coordinate the three tiers of government, business
and civil society to build on key assets, maximise
opportunities and deliver local jobs for local people.
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government. I will reach out to the Business Council of
Australia as well, to Jennifer Westacott, to come to
Broadmeadows. I will invite the Prime Minister to
come to Broadmeadows and address this, because these
are the crucial issues. Federal opposition leader Bill
Shorten has already come. We have already had Tim
Piper from the Australian Industry Group visit.
The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund
have highlighted the adverse impact of inequality. To
my way of thinking the critical thing now is political
will to actually address this. One of the issues that has
been a problem has been the reverse Robin Hood
strategy we had from the one-term coalition
government and that managed decline from the federal
government, particularly in areas where we have seen
deindustrialisation. These issues are vital and urgent
and can no longer be ignored. I want action from the
federal government. We do not need another inquiry;
we need practical resources.

Family and Community Development
Committee: services for people with autism
spectrum disorder

This goes to the next issue. We now have the leader of
the Business Council of Australia, Jennifer Westacott,
coming out and saying that we need to look at Australian
egalitarianism and that it faces serious challenges, chiefly
over housing affordability, stagnant wages, regions with
persistently high youth unemployment and pockets of
entrenched disadvantage. That is what the Postcodes of
Hope strategy is absolutely designed to address. It is
designed to get opportunity out of adversity and to
actually drive this.

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — I rise to speak on the
inquiry into services for people with autism spectrum
disorder, which was tabled on 22 June, just before the
winter recess. I spoke on that report on 9 August. I
think we all know about the diversity of autism and that
some people with profound autism really struggle and
suffer quite greatly, whereas others are very
high-functioning. Certainly what we found is that if you
have met one person with autism, you have met one
person with autism.

The leader of the Business Council of Australia has
called for a comprehensive inquiry into entrenched
disadvantage. She has suggested that the Productivity
Commission would ideally conduct such an inquiry. I
just want to put on record that we know where this issue
lives. Put simply, we know where inequality in Australia
is because they are communities that have been mapped
and labelled as postcodes of disadvantage. That is the
critical proposition. We have done the research. The
evidence is in. It is not contested.

Business interrupted under sessional orders.

The Victorian Ombudsman has done an analysis that
shows that 50 per cent of the state’s prisoners come
from only 6 per cent of the postcodes, so it is about
what we are actually doing to be smart on crime and to
address the causes of crime. Entrenched disadvantage,
poverty, lack of opportunity and jobs and the social
determinants of health — all of these issues — come
together in these areas, and Broadmeadows is at the top
of the list. So I have reached out to the federal

ABSENCE OF MINISTERS
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I rise to inform the
house that the Minister for Public Transport will be
absent from question time this week. The Minister for
Roads and Road Safety will answer in her place. I
further advise that the Minister for Mental Health will
be absent from question time today and that the
Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance
Services will answer in his place.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Electorate office budgets
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. Is it a fact that printing firm
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F & M Printing, a backyard business located in Keilor
East, has been used by your Labor MPs to fraudulently
produce invoices for printing they have not done in
order to siphon off taxpayer money to pay for Labor
Party memberships?

President of the Legislative Council — Khalil Eideh,
who has been using F & M Printing to generate false
invoices which have defrauded Victorian taxpayers?

Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. I am asked to confirm
a series of events or a pattern of behaviour. I am asked
to —

The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Rowville!

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Members will assist the
smooth running of the house if members can hear the
Premier’s answer.
Mr ANDREWS — I am asked to confirm a number
of matters as fact, and I am in no position to do that.

Honourable members interjecting.

Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — Again the Leader of
the Opposition is asking me to confirm matters as
facts and I am in no position to confirm that his
allegations as to the conduct of anyone are facts. He is
rather unreliable, the Leader of the Opposition, when it
comes to facts. Here is a hot tip for you: we are not
taking lectures on probity or conduct from someone
who has now confirmed that he has dinner with the
mafia. He has just confirmed it.
Honourable members interjecting.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! the member for Bass has
been warned.
Mr ANDREWS — I am in no position to do that.
What I would simply say — two points to the Leader of
the Opposition beyond the point I have just made — is
that if anyone, anybody, has any information about any
inappropriate conduct, then —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — It is no laughing matter. They
should go to Victoria Police, and I would be 100 per
cent confident and I have sufficient confidence and
support for Victoria Police to know that they would
properly investigate any such matter.
The third and final point I will make is that no-one is
taking lectures on probity from this one here. When
you take money from organised crime, you eat the
food of organised crime and you drink the wine of
organised crime, you have got no place lecturing
people about crime.
Mr Hodgett — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier was debating the question. I was going to ask
that you bring the rorting member for Mulgrave back to
answering the question.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — Is it a fact
that one Labor MP that Labor whistleblowers have
named is senior Labor MP — your pick for Deputy

The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition and the Premier will come to order.
Members on both sides of the house will come to order.
I warn all members that I will begin to remove
members from the chamber without warning if this
level of noise continues.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, I ask you to bring the Premier back to
answering a question about the Deputy President of the
Legislative Council and the conduct of the Premier’s
crooked government.
The SPEAKER — The Premier has concluded his
answer.

Ministers statements: Caulfield–Dandenong
line level crossings
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I am delighted to rise
to update the house about major construction work that
is underway to remove every single level crossing
between Caulfield and Dandenong. As promised those
nine dangerous, congested level crossings — the gates
of which at many of them are down for 80 minutes
every morning and afternoon peak — are all being
removed. In the process of removing those level
crossings we are creating 2000 jobs, almost as many as
the opposition created across their whole four miserable
years, just on this project alone — saving time, saving
lives, creating jobs. There are 200 of those 2000 jobs
that are apprentices getting the skills that they will use
for a lifetime of work and productive input to our
economy and our community.
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This is also an Australian engineering first with a
purpose-built carrier being put in place to move those
large concrete structures into place. This is an
Australian first, and those opposite stand opposed to it.
They are opposed in opposition to removing level
crossings just as they were opposed in government to
removing level crossings. They had lots to say about it
but did not remove level crossings, did not create any
jobs, did not create any skills and wasted the precious
gift that was given to them, the right to govern our
state — not something this government will do, not
mistakes this government will make. We are getting it
done, creating jobs and saving lives. That is what this
government is doing, and we are proud of it.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Before calling the
opposition leader on another question, I warn the
member for Essendon, the member for Warrandyte
and the member for Ripon to cease shouting across the
chamber.

Electorate office budgets
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is again to the Premier. As well as Mr Eideh,
which other of your current or former Labor MPs have
used F & M Printing, and can you guarantee that all of
their taxpayer-funded invoices paid to this backyard
printer are legitimate?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — The Leader of the
Opposition seems a bit confused. Perhaps these
questions ought to be directed to the Presiding Officers
or officers of the Department of Parliamentary Services
who are responsible for the administration of these
matters. No member of the government, and thankfully
no member of the opposition, is in charge of these
matters. These are rightly the province of yourself,
Speaker, and the President in the other place.
What I am confident of and what I can guarantee is that
if any person comes forward to Victoria Police with any
information whatsoever as to inappropriate conduct —
indeed I would go so far as to guarantee, such is my
confidence in Victoria Police — those matters would be
properly, fully, appropriately investigated.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — Noting the
Premier has previously said, ‘I take responsibility for
each and every thing that happens under my
government’, can the Premier guarantee that his own
electorate office has never used F & M Printing for any
printing or alleged printing works?
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Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Members have already
been warned.
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — Who said you needed
a fishing rod to go fishing? What a ridiculous question!
I have no knowledge of that printing firm at all.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — Well, we will not be taking
lectures on who Sergeant Schultz is from someone who
is still yet to explain how he finished up with the staffer
and the seat after the taxpayer-funded hush payment
was paid — hush money from you!
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Premier will resume
his seat. The member for Malvern and the member for
Essendon will leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour.
Honourable members for Malvern and Essendon
withdrew from chamber.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance again. I asked a very straightforward question
about whether the Premier would guarantee whether his
own electorate office has never used this printing firm.
It is a very straightforward question. If he does not
know the answer, he should take it on notice. If he does,
sit down.
Mr Pakula — On the point of order, Speaker, the
Premier was being directly responsive to the question in
his initial answer. He indicated that he had no
knowledge of that firm. And in any case the question
was directed to the Premier in his capacity as a local
member and it has no relevance to his ministerial
responsibilities.
Mr Clark — On the point of order, Speaker, and in
particular in response to the concluding remarks of the
Attorney-General, I would have thought that the
conduct of the Premier in relation to his own electorate
office was completely relevant to the standards he sets
as Premier. If he has been using this firm in his own
electorate office, that goes to the substance of how he
has handled this matter in his capacity as Premier.
The SPEAKER — The Premier was addressing the
question responsively.
Mr ANDREWS — I will continue by simply
making the point that if anyone has any issue, any
information —
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — I have answered the question.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — Well, thanks for your guidance
on those matters, those opposite. I have got confidence
that Victoria Police would investigate properly any
matter of this nature. I have complete confidence that
they would do that.

Ministers statements: schools enterprise
agreement
Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — I am
pleased to inform the house that our hardworking
principals, teachers and support staff will this week
receive the first of their pay rises under the 2017
enterprise bargaining agreement (EBA), and that pay
rise will be backdated to 2 April. It is an increase of
3.25 per cent for our teachers and education support
staff and 4 per cent for our principals, so better pay and
conditions and extra support for our teachers and giving
principals the recognition that they deserve. For the first
time in almost two decades we have reached a
settlement on the EBA without any industrial action.
Speaker, you would recall the broken promise about
making our teachers the best paid in the country. That
was the promise broken by former Liberal
Premier Baillieu, and then they went to war with our
teachers. They went to war with our teachers, our
nurses, our firefighters and our paramedics.
This EBA means that over 2500 teachers and
5000 education support staff will move from uncertain
contracts to permanent positions within our education
system. Over 7500 people will have job certainty going
forward. The agreement also establishes the learning
specialist position and pays for 3000 of them across
1500 government schools. It is a position for our best
teachers to remain in a leadership pathway in the
classroom, coaching and supporting other colleagues.
There is more opportunity for professional
development. Principals have been rewarded for their
leadership. Extra work that teachers do outside the
classroom is finally being acknowledged. This delivers
for our principals, our teachers and our education
support staff as only a Labor government can do.

Electorate office budgets
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. Given that in recent years
three Labor MPs have been invoiced by F & M Printing
for around $30 000 a year each, will you now conduct a
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full audit of which other Labor MPs have been using
F & M Printing, and will you make public exactly how
much taxpayers money has been rorted and paid to this
backyard printing firm?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I would ask the Leader
of the Opposition and the Deputy Premier to assist in
the running of the house.
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — The Leader of the
Opposition may not be aware, but as I understand it, the
Parliament conducts audits in cooperation —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — Well, for those opposite and
their benefit, the Auditor-General conducts audits. The
Parliament conducts audits and has other compliance
arrangements in place. As I said earlier —
Mr Guy interjected.
Mr ANDREWS — If the Leader of the Opposition
is accusing the Auditor-General of a cover-up, then he
ought to get to his feet and make that scurrilous
accusation. Of course he will not.
The Parliament is rightly and appropriately in charge of
these matters. Audits already occur, and it would be my
expectation that all members would cooperate fully
with any such audit, and I have no advice to suggest
that anyone is not doing that.
As for the rest of the question, apparently the Leader of
the Opposition seems to know exactly who has used
this printing firm, which rather shows his earlier
questions as just throwing mud around, which he is
moderately good at when he takes a break from having
dinner with the mafia. To come in here and lecture
people, desperate —
Mr Guy interjected.
Mr ANDREWS — Well, you were at the
fundraising dinner, mate, not me, so who is desperate?
You take money from organised crime, so who is
desperate?
Mr Hodgett — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier is clearly debating the question. I ask you to
bring him back to answering the question.
The SPEAKER — The Premier, to continue.
Mr ANDREWS — As I was indicating, the Leader
of the Opposition is asking about audits, and I am
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confirming for him that to the best of my understanding
the Presiding Officers and the Department of
Parliamentary Services conduct audits, as is
appropriate. If the Leader of the Opposition is inviting
the government to audit each and every member of
Parliament, that would be a break with the longstanding
practice of the Parliament being independent from the
executive. These really are quite strange policy
announcements from the Leader of the Opposition
today. For anyone who has got any complaint to make,
any information, Victoria Police is the place to go. As
far as auditing is concerned, that is a function of the
Parliament, as it should be.
Mr R. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Warrandyte will leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour.
Honourable member for Warrandyte withdrew
from chamber.
Mr Burgess interjected.
The SPEAKER — I ask the member for Hastings
to cease interjecting. I realise he is at a disadvantage
because he is sitting close to me, but I could hear him
right through the questions.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — With a
culture of rorting in your government, Premier — red
shirts, chauffeur-driven dogs, second residence
allowances — when will you, your government and the
Labor Party stop stealing taxpayers money?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I am indebted to the
Leader of the Opposition for giving us a lecture on
culture — fancy, of all the people. Organised crime
causes untold misery and pain and suffering across our
community, and you take their money.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, I was asking the Premier a question about
Labor MPs and their culture and the organised crime of
F & M Printing — by your colleagues, Premier, the
organising of crime by your colleagues to rort taxpayers
money. I ask you, Speaker, to bring this rorting Premier
back to answering the question: when is he going to
stop stealing taxpayers money?
Mr ANDREWS — On the point of order, Speaker,
the question related to culture, and I am answering in
that regard. Can I assure the Leader of the Opposition
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that every time the words ‘organised crime’ pass his
lips, that is fine by me.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Premier to
come back to answering the question.
Mr ANDREWS — I can answer by confirming for
the Leader of the Opposition that no-one is taking
lectures on culture, probity, appropriate behaviour or
criminality from people who take money from
organised crime — take their money, eat their food and
drink their wine.

Ministers statements: Health Service Violence
Prevention Fund
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — I rise to
update the house on how our government is better
supporting our health workforce. Before doing so, I do
just want to place on the record how proud we are of
the expertise and the professionalism of our nurses, our
doctors, our allied health care workers and our
paramedics, who work so hard and tirelessly in order to
ensure that Victorians get the care when they need it
and where they need it. We have reflected that
appreciation by securing good enterprise bargaining
agreements that reflect the quality and the value of that
workforce. I would say that is in stark contrast to the
way in which those opposite conducted their industrial
approach to our many hardworking healthcare workers.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is now proceeding to debate the issue rather
than make a ministers statement. I ask you to bring her
back to compliance with sessional orders.
Mr Pakula — On the point of order, Speaker, in
making a ministers statement the minister is more than
entitled to reflect on the circumstances that were in
existence when we came to office — the parlous
circumstances in regard to our ambulance and health
services — and the sort of culture we inherited.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Health
to continue, without attacking the opposition.
Ms HENNESSY — As I was saying, valuing your
workforce is a critical part of ensuring that you have a
sustainable workforce, as is the health and safety of our
workforce. We do not take that for granted by any
stretch of the imagination. It is true to say that our
workforce has been subjected to violent and aggressive
behaviour in our health sector, but our government has
made a commitment of $40 million to the Health
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Service Violence Prevention Fund that has funded a
range of activities.

to the member, between this government and the
previous government.

I was delighted this week to attend the Alfred hospital
to announce that we will be building 16 more
behavioural assessment rooms in our emergency
departments. The purpose of these rooms is to ensure
that when our emergency departments have violent and
aggressive patients that we are able to put those patients
in a place where they are secure, a place which our
health services staff and where a multidisciplinary team
are able to assess that patient. This is working very,
very well at the Alfred, and we will be rolling that out
across 16 more emergency departments. We have
already rolled out five behavioural assessment rooms
across some other hospitals. We value our health
workforce, we want them to be safe and we are going to
continue to invest to keep them so.

We are of a view that you need — and not just a view,
we are delivering — investments in both road and rail,
something that is important and something that was
never even talked about by those opposite. I am more
than happy to provide a briefing to the member for
Melbourne about our level crossing removal program,
the Metro Tunnel program, the West Gate tunnel, the
Tullamarine widening project, the Monash widening
project, the Hurstbridge line upgrade, the Mernda rail
extension, our regional rail revival — time is against
me, I could list all of the regional lines that are being
upgraded — and the Murray Basin freight rail project.

West Gate tunnel project
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) — My question is to
the Premier. During 2014 the now Premier was very
critical of the fact that documents for the east–west toll
road were kept secret. This government promised more
transparency and did release the peer review of traffic
modelling for the Metro Tunnel that proved that that
public transport project did stack up, but now, in an
about-face, the government will not release a report by
expert John Allard which questions the traffic
modelling for the West Gate tunnel toll road. This
project will pour thousands of cars into the CBD and
inner suburbs, yet the government will not let the public
see documents by experts who are critical of it.
Premier, is this government keeping the report secret
because it knows that the West Gate tunnel is another
expensive toll road that does not stack up, just like the
east–west toll road?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I do thank the
member for Melbourne for her question. The answer is
no. Beyond that, though, let me point out that I think
the comparison between these two projects is simply
not an accurate one, and a comparison between this
government and the previous government similarly is
an inaccurate comparison. I can well remember literally
wheelbarrow loads full of business cases for a project
put forward by those opposite that had to be released by
this government. What is more, I know, as does I think
the member for Melbourne, that a business case and
reference design material documentation, the likes of
which were never released in relation to that dog of a
project, the east–west link, have been released in
relation to the West Gate tunnel. It has been released,
and that is a stark contrast, might I respectfully submit

This is the biggest infrastructure boost this state has
ever seen, and I would hate to think that the Greens
political party are in fact opposed to that infrastructure
spend, but it would seem that they are, and you would
expect not much more from people who are, frankly,
and I say respectfully, people who sit on the sidelines,
people who have never so much as laid a brick in terms
of building the infrastructure we need, never so much
as created one single job, those who are in essence a
fraud, those who talk it up and deliver nothing. They
talk a good game and deliver nothing except
commentary from the sidelines that lifts no-one out of
poverty, that empowers nobody and that creates no
economic opportunity. They are words, and they ring
hollow. This government will continue to deliver in
road and rail in record terms, creating jobs and
opportunities to keep our state where it belongs — out
in front and leading the way.
Supplementary question
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) — If the government is
so confident that the West Gate tunnel does stack up,
then why will this government not release the peer
review of the traffic modelling by John Allard so the
public can be confident that it stacks up for more than
just Transurban’s profits?
Mr Wells interjected.
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — Thanks for the
supplementary question, and I do thank the former
Treasurer, the member for Rowville, for his interjection
that it does not stack up. Well, you would know about
projects that do not stand up, Mr 45 Cents on the
Dollar — not a great investment, I would have thought.
Let us spend $20 billion on something that makes traffic
worse and delivers 45 cents for every dollar you invest.
The member for Melbourne and her political party are
opposed to this road. They are opposed to every road. It
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would seem they are opposed to public transport
investments as well and the jobs that they create.
Therefore can I respectfully submit to the member for
Melbourne, given that you are opposed to just about
everything, that you have not got much credibility as a
critic of any projects led by this government.
Ms Sandell — On a point of order, Speaker, the
question was very narrow and very clear. Will the
government release the peer review or not? I would like
to ask you to direct the Premier to answer that question.
The SPEAKER — The Premier has got 3 seconds
left. He has concluded his answer.

Ministers statements: Melbourne Metro rail
project
Mr NOONAN (Minister for Industry and
Employment) — I am very pleased to follow the
Premier to talk about the transformational jobs that are
coming in the member for Melbourne’s electorate with
the Melbourne Metro Tunnel. As we know, it is the
biggest public transport project in the state’s history,
and it will of course free up significant capacity to run
more trains more often. Last Saturday I was very
privileged to be able to meet some of our best and
brightest engineering cadets, who are helping to bring
this project to life. They spoke very passionately about
the project. They spoke about getting a start on the
project. They spoke about the size and complexity of
the project and about how the project will transform
Melbourne forever.
I did meet both Gabby and James, two young people
very determined to succeed as part of this project.
Because of our record infrastructure agenda, which the
Premier just ran through, many young people are
getting a start on some of our major projects right
across Victoria. I am very pleased to remind the house
that this is happening because of our major project
skills guarantee. The guarantee absolutely ensures that
where our major projects take place we have 10 per
cent of the workforce committed to apprentices,
trainees and cadets. That means that across our
infrastructure pipeline already we have more than
1500 opportunities for apprentices, trainees and cadets
across 30 projects. Already 52 apprentices, trainees and
cadets are working on the early works package as part
of the Melbourne Metro project. We will have
7000 people work on that project, including
500 apprentices, trainees and cadets, at the peak.
This is Labor’s way. This is about giving young people
a start. This of course stands in stark contrast to those
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opposite, who cut TAFE and left young people on the
scrap heap. We will not do that.

Electorate office budgets
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. Can the Premier inform the
house whether F & M Printing has ever been awarded
any state government printing work and, if so, were
these jobs actually completed?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — The Leader of the
Opposition asked me a broad question, and I am not in
a position to answer that. I am aware of my
obligations to the house. I am not in a position to
answer that question. I will provide an answer as
quickly as possible to the Leader of the Opposition on
that question.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — Can the
Premier guarantee that there are no other printing
businesses beyond F & M Printing that are being used
or have been used by Labor MPs to defraud and rort
taxpayers money in order to pay for Labor Party
branch memberships?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — All I can guarantee
the Leader of the Opposition is that if anybody has any
information about any improper conduct, then they
ought to go forward to Victoria Police. Again, such is
my confidence in Victoria Police and their capacity that
I can guarantee that if information was to be brought to
Victoria Police, they would investigate it appropriately,
as is essential when dealing with such critically
important matters.

Ministers statements: regional and rural roads
Mr DONNELLAN (Minister for Roads and Road
Safety) — It is a privilege to rise to update the house on
the government’s regional road maintenance and surface
replacement program. As we all know, roads are the very
lifeblood of country communities, and we have very
much doubled investment and are making roads safer
and stronger. Since coming to office we have actually
doubled the maintenance spend. That is factual.
Over the next 12 months the government will be
spending approximately $530 million on regional and
country roads. We will update more than
1400 kilometres of roads across the state, and we are
not just talking about potholes. If you look at our safety
record, we will be investing over $340 million alone on
wire rope barriers on the 20 most dangerous and most
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used arterial roads on our network, and that is very
much about getting products more safely to the market.
But I always like to look at what other alternative
policies are being put forward. We always get this
hoary old chestnut of the country roads and bridges
program, but I was a little bit surprised when I saw a
letter to the editor from the Leader of The National
Party — or maybe it should have been the multinational
party, because at the end of the day they have got so
many other nations in there punting for them. He
highlighted that this government was spending
$360 million less than what they delivered. Let me look
at the budget outcome figures. I think we need a little
bit of truth because they are obviously lying with one of
the alternative policies. Last time they were in, on the
outcomes for surface replacement and maintenance, it
was $222 million. What are we doing? We are funding
$418 million this year. So obviously the alternative
policy of the National Party is too low.

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
South Barwon electorate
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — (13 008) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Families
and Children. When will the minister grant Next Steps
Early Learning Centre its licence to operate as an early
learning centre located in Pigdons Road, Waurn Ponds?
I was recently contacted by Ms Patricia McLean and
Mr Chris Bongers, director and business manager of
Next Steps Early Learning Centre, who advised me that
after more than 80 days from initially lodging their
application for a provider approval licence to the
Department of Education and Training they are yet to
hear a reply, let alone be granted their licence.
As the minister should be aware, early leaning is vital in
education, and this centre would offer the Geelong
community a much-needed service. It is a $3.5 million
private investment which will provide 50 full-time,
part-time and casual jobs and seven classrooms,
providing spaces for up to 156 children a day, located
next to the Armstrong Creek growth corridor and
Waurn Ponds, which is a rapidly expanding area.
Minister, I ask again: when will you grant Next Steps
Early Learning Centre its licence to operate as an early
learning centre?

Sunbury electorate
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) — (13 009) My question is
for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety. What are
the proposed time lines for design and construction of
the shared user path between Sunbury and Diggers

Wednesday, 6 September 2017

Rest? Last week I had the great privilege to announce
$1.1 million for this project, a project that has been the
culmination of three years of incredibly hard work by
the Sunbury Bicycle Users Group and the Bike Safe
Macedon Ranges group and many local residents. This
news was incredibly well received. I join the City of
Melton, the City of Hume and project partners, and I
ask the minister: what are the construction and design
time lines for this incredibly important project?

Gippsland East electorate
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) — (13 010) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety, and the information I seek is: what action
is the government taking to notify motorists of the
danger of sambar deer on Gippsland East roads? Recent
newspaper articles have reported the increased number
of accidents caused by these large deer, which are in
plague proportions, and the local panel beaters are
certainly getting more than their fair share of work.
Unfortunately it appears that it is only a matter of time
before we have more serious accidents, with some of
the worst areas being Princes Highway East, Great
Alpine Road and Buchan-Gelantipy Road.
I have been advised that deer signs that were erected in
some areas lasted only a matter of weeks due to the fact
that, as one local policeman described it, ‘They’re very
popular in man caves’. Given that the signs were
removed quickly but the problem remains, I ask the
minister if the signage issue can be revisited and
whether perhaps a more general wildlife warning,
rather than one specifically about deer, may overcome
this problem.

Thomastown electorate
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — (13 011) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change. I am aware that the
Andrews Labor government is assisting businesses by
providing Victorians with discounted energy-efficient
products through accredited providers. With this
scheme having been in place since last year,
participating businesses have already saved
approximately $27 million on their energy bills. Some
of these businesses have contacted my office with
concerns over their energy costs and are seeking further
assistance to reduce these costs. My question to the
minister is: what other schemes and programs are
available for businesses in the Thomastown electorate
to help them keep their energy costs down, and how
can they access these programs to ensure they save
even more money on their energy bills?
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Ferntree Gully electorate
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — (13 012) My
constituency question is for the Minister for Education.
The question that has been raised by my community is
with regard to the upgrade of infrastructure in schools
throughout my electorate. Concerns have been raised
with me that over the last three budgets of this
government there have been no significant
infrastructure upgrades for any schools within the
Ferntree Gully electorate. This is causing great angst for
many residents throughout my community, and the
question has been raised with me as to what the
government is doing in regard to upgrading
infrastructure. It is important that the government
provides an answer to this important question so that
my community knows what the government’s plans are
for improving and upgrading schools within the
Ferntree Gully electorate.

Bentleigh electorate
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — (13 013) My question
is to the Minister for Suburban Development. The first
annual inner south-east metropolitan partnership
assembly was held last week. It was well attended by
local businesses, community groups and local councils
coming together to engage in meaningful conversations
about priorities for their region. Priorities decided by
the assembly included more green spaces, public safety
and social inclusion. How will these priorities be
addressed by the government?

Shepparton electorate
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) — (13 014) My question
is for the Attorney-General. Can the Attorney advise
what energy-saving and energy-producing features
have been incorporated into the design of the new
Shepparton law courts? Constituents in my
community have recently had the opportunity to tour
the new court and have raised questions with my
office about its solar energy generating capacity.
Renewable energy is one of the cornerstone policies of
this government, and as the Shepparton region enjoys
sunshine almost every day of the year, it would make
sense to capitalise on this natural resource. The new
Shepparton law courts will be an outstanding addition
to the city, and they provide an opportunity for
state-of-the-art energy conservation features.

Dandenong electorate
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — (13 015) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Housing,
Disability and Ageing, and I ask: how will the
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implementation of a single housing register by the
Andrews Labor government simplify and improve the
process for people applying for public and social
housing? In Dandenong the demand for public and
social housing is among the greatest in the state, made
worse by four years of neglect by those opposite. I
regularly receive inquiries from constituents in
desperate need of housing assistance and struggling to
navigate the system. They recount long delays and of
having had to provide the same information over and
over again. With so many of these people already
facing a complex array of social and economic
challenges, it is essential that we provide fair and easy
access to a range of housing options.

Burwood electorate
Mr WATT (Burwood) — (13 016) My question is
to the Minister for Health in her capacity representing
the Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence.
Recently I had a meeting in my office with a victim of
family violence. I was distressed to hear of the physical
and psychological abuse this person suffered. A
stabbing with a pen brought a visit from the police.
Homelessness, parental alienation and emotional abuse
ensued following the separation. What specific services
and support can the government suggest for this
particular resident of Boroondara to assist with the
myriad of issues they are faced with as a victim of
family violence?

Eltham electorate
Ms WARD (Eltham) — (13 017) My question is to
the Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing. The
Diamond Valley Sports and Fitness Centre is an
important piece of local community infrastructure in
my electorate. It plays host to a range of sports,
including over 5000 basketball players, and the member
for Yan Yean and I are very familiar with it. For too
long people with disabilities, particularly those in
wheelchairs, have had to endure the uncomfortable,
embarrassing and degrading experience of negotiating
steps in order to access the stadium’s facilities. I am
informed that in some instances people in wheelchairs
need to be carried into the stadium and downstairs to
play their sport and be carried back upstairs to use the
toilet. In 2017, Minister, is it acceptable to the
government that these facilities operated by local
government subject people with disabilities to these
terrible conditions?
Ms Ryall — On a point of order, Speaker, I refer
you to question on notice 12815 to the Minister for
Health, which was raised on 20 June 2017. On two
previous occasions in this house I have raised the fact
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that I have not received a response, despite the 30-day
time requirement under sessional order 10. I raise this
again for urgent attention. I would also ask if you could
let me know whether those previous requests have gone
through and whether a reason has been provided for the
lack of response. I will certainly raise this every single
day in this house until I get the response required.
The SPEAKER — I will follow up those matters.

STATEMENTS ON REPORTS
Family and Community Development
Committee: services for people with autism
spectrum disorder
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — As part of our inquiry the
committee visited the Autism Cooperative Research
Centre (CRC) in Brisbane, which is focused on people
living with autism and is currently under the direction of
Professor Andrew Whitehouse. This national cooperative
research effort has received significant funding —
$110 million over eight years. There are currently
39 research projects at the centre, and these projects are
coordinated around and targeted to specific areas.
A number of Victorian participants are involved with
the CRC’s projects. I may have mentioned this last
time, but this includes La Trobe University, Amaze and
the I CAN network. What the committee noticed was
that the CRC’s projects are divided into three areas:
early years, school years and adulthood. The early years
project is about providing a better start through early
diagnosis, the school years project is about enhancing
teaching and learning and the adult project is about
finding a place in society. I think it is fair to say that
after we visited the CRC our report started to take shape
and we knew we needed to have chapters on those three
areas as a bare minimum.
Autism is a neurodevelopmental condition — it is
certainly not a disease — and people with autism have
difficulties in two broad areas: social communication
and interaction, and restricted or repetitive behaviours,
interests and activities. On top of this there may also be
sensory issues such as sensitivity to loud noises and
bright lights. We know that autism is a lifelong
condition. As I mentioned, the CRC focused on the
early years, the school years and the adult years,
representing that lifelong period.
It is also fair to say that there is quite a diversity of
opinion among people living with autism about how they
feel about their condition. On the one hand there are
those who feel their condition is one to celebrate, and on
the other hand we had people coming to our inquiry
describing their life as a living hell. So it is very
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important when looking at the balance of the report and
recommendations that we understand these differences.
I want to focus for a moment on diagnosis, because
diagnosis, as we heard, can occur at any time. Although
the condition is usually evident in the early years, a
diagnosis may not necessarily happen then; it can
actually take years. Many adults are diagnosed with
autism, some after their children are diagnosed when
they recognise the signs of autism in themselves. Others
do not bother about a diagnosis, but the pieces start to
fall into place. Regardless of diagnosis it is clear that
people with autism need support and community
understanding in so many different areas.
We had a lot of issues raised about the diagnosis process.
People mentioned getting the run-around, going nowhere
and going around in circles, as well as the cost of
diagnosis and the waiting list for specialists. Then there
is the question of who is in the best position to make a
diagnosis. Is it a psychologist, a psychiatrist, a
paediatrician, a speech therapist or a combination? If it is
a combination, how many of those specialists should
there be? There is the issue of the availability of services
in country areas. Not getting a diagnosis initially and
then years later getting that diagnosis is incredibly
frustrating, as well as the uncertainty of not knowing
what to do. Once you get the diagnosis, then what?
I was very encouraged by the CRC project in the early
years, the developmental surveillance for autism
project led by Cheryl Dissanayake at La Trobe
University. We met Cheryl as part of our inquiry. The
project aims to train a minimum of 400 primary care
professionals, including those in maternal and child
health, paediatricians, GPs, allied health staff and
early childhood educators. This is terrific, and we
were very pleased to hear that, but it certainly cannot
come soon enough. So we also made a
recommendation in this area about training for current
maternal and child health nurses and those who are
going to be trained that they receive training
specifically in the developmental surveillance of
children with possible autism and to support those
children and families in their referral for diagnosis.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
budget estimates 2016–17
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — I rise this
morning to make a contribution on the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee’s (PAEC) inquiry into the
2016–17 budget estimates. My contribution will relate
to the Minister for Families and Children’s contribution
to the inquiry. I would just like to send a quick cheerio
because it is Early Childhood Educators Day today, so I
wish all those fantastic preschool teachers and assistants
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a great day, as it is every day when they put in an
enormous effort to make sure that our children get the
best education before they start school. I would like to
quote from the Age of a few years ago now. It is a
terrific article that talks about preschool being the key
to happier futures. It says:
If you look at some of the societal problems we face like crime,
welfare dependency, illiteracy, poor school outcomes, mental
health, obesity, heart disease, the list goes on and on …

It is quite a comprehensive list already; in fact it is a
rather alarming list.
they don’t suddenly appear in adolescence and adulthood.
Many of those conditions begin in pathways that start early
in life.

The minister quite rightly noted in the presentation she
gave to members that we know that the first years of
life are when brains develop the most and that the early
years can set the child up for life. The evidence is
completely overwhelming in this space. The early years
matter. I must say that in an increasingly complex and
fractured world investing in the early years is more
needed than ever. Some people are calling this
incredible flux that is happening in our society and
having an impact on our children a form of society
climate change — that we do not actually know what is
happening but it is impacting on our children in a very
comprehensive and uneducated way. We really do need
to make sure that we look at what is happening in our
early childhood space and invest in it. It is really vital.
If you are out talking to teachers in schools, they can
pick the children who have gone to kindergarten or
preschool or who have come from a home where
reading has been happening and those that have not had
that early years preparation.
We as a government in committing to building the
Education State have noted that because you may be
disadvantaged, because of your home situation, life
experience or background or indeed because of some of
the developmental delays that come from your own
DNA, children really do need not to miss the early
years education experience. In fact we need to be totally
in this space and making sure that they do have that.
I note that in the inquiry Dr Carling-Jenkins in the other
place asked the minister about where Victoria sits in
terms of our international ranking. The fact is that it has
been quite poor. If I look back to the article that I
quoted, which was in 2010, there were a few wasted
years when those opposite were in power and when we
did not invest in this. In fact we had cutbacks to our
kindergarten services. That is why when the minister,
Ms Mikakos, answered, she was honest about this. She
said, ‘Look, our international ranking is not terrific, but
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we have to make sure that we improve it. We do well in
terms of Australia’s situation, but we need to do better’.
As the Parliamentary Secretary for Education I am
pleased to say that the early childhood reform plan is a
landmark strategy. It is not just words; it is words
backed with dollars. In her contribution the minister
said that our plan is about ensuring that children are
ready for kindergarten, ready for school and ready for
life. It is about supporting higher quality services,
reducing disadvantage, providing more support for
parents and improving accessibility and inclusiveness
in all the early childhood education services.
That is why this investment which comes with the early
childhood reform is really important, because we know
that funding and reform, when they come together, are
the right things to do. That investment will change lives
and help us build a brighter future for our young
people. I commend the minister on her contribution at
PAEC. Over the three budgets we have more than
doubled —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ward) — The
member’s time has expired.

CONDOLENCES
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Local Government)
(By leave) — It is with great sadness that I speak to the
condolence motion that was on yesterday. It is quite
obvious that Fiona died too soon. I thank those opposite
for the opportunity to speak today. I was unable to be
here yesterday due to having to be in hospital with my
husband who is himself battling cancer. I guess that is
one of the reasons why this passing has really touched
me so much. Not only was Fiona a wonderful member
of Parliament but she was also a friend.
I had the opportunity to get to know her a lot better over
the last three years due to sitting right next to her.
Having known her for almost 25 years I got to see a
very different side of her when sitting beside her in
Parliament. That was a side of her as a mother.
Whenever she told me the everyday stories, in our
down time sitting next to each other, about Marcus and
Catherine, her eyes would light up and her smile would
be from ear to ear. She was so proud of both of them,
and clearly they brought much joy to her life.
I know that Fiona had much unfinished business and,
perhaps more tragically, a family who will miss her
dearly. But I know that her spirit will live on in both of
her children. They are very spunky kids and you know
what is on their minds; they are very forthright when
you get to know them. I know that their mother’s love
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will live on in them for many years to come. Although
Fiona has gone, we will ensure that she lives through
our memories and through her legacy.
One particular passion that I shared with Fiona was equal
opportunity and gender equity in the Labor Party, in the
Parliament and for all Victorians. As ministers we
worked together to improve gender equality across many
portfolios. One of the first actions was introducing paid
family violence leave into the state’s enterprise
bargaining agreements (EBAs). Since making that
change we have seen that clause included in over
70 EBAs covering over 216 000 employees in this state,
which we know will set a new benchmark for the rights
of working families, particularly those who are affected
by family violence. We know that family violence
affects every aspect of victims’ lives. This change means
that victims who may need to attend court or medical
appointments or need to find a new place to live can do
this knowing they will have job security.
The day this policy was signed off was an
emotion-filled day, and alongside Fiona as the Minister
for Women and Minister for the Prevention of Family
Violence I knew this was an important and necessary
step for us to take, and of course it was a
recommendation of the Royal Commission into Family
Violence. We knew that this would be quite a complex
issue to tackle in the workplace. In fact taking the step
to put a clause into EBAs and offering this protection in
the workplace was a major step forward. It made me
question why on earth such a thing would be necessary.
Why should anyone need to apply for leave in order to
deal with violence at the hands of a loved one? But the
reality is quite different, and as Fiona explained on a
personal level, as the royal commission so clearly spelt
out and she so clearly articulated in the days following
the recommendations of the royal commission, family
violence is an issue that we need to deal with even in
our workplaces.
Family violence leave is now a feature of public sector
employment conditions. It is one of the things on which
I was very grateful to have Fiona’s ongoing support.
She was a champion for Safe and Strong, Victoria’s
gender equality strategy. She drove its development in
her time as the Minister for Women, and through her
efforts we had a vehicle to put in place more strategies,
more policies and more ideas for gender equity in my
portfolios. With the support of Fiona’s office we were
able to establish in the industrial relations space a
ministerial council called the Equal Workplaces
Advisory Council. The government has asked that
council, through the terms of reference, to advise on
how the government can best address the systemic,
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cultural and historical factors that have resulted in the
gender pay gap and inequity for women at work.
It was only on Monday that we celebrated international
Equal Pay Day. As I do every year, I put up a post
through social media about what the differences are in
the rates of pay for men and women and some of the
challenges that women face in the workforce. Yet again
it is unfortunate that I have to report back to the house
that there were a lot of comments from particular men
who like to troll female members of Parliament and
make very demeaning comments around the issue of
workplace equity, denying that the issue even exists. I
discussed the perpetrators of those comments over
many years with Fiona because it is the same old
people that seem to want to attack equity in the
workplace — to attack women basically.
Back to Fiona. She was ambitious and proactive and she
supported targets for women in leadership roles as she
knew this was the only way to create gender balance in
influential and powerful positions. This government
committed to gender equity on boards and it was her job
to drive and monitor it. Having a target, which was not
accepted by all, has completely changed the position of
women in the public sector. Creating a baseline
requirement of 50-50 men and women has meant that in
all matters 50-50 is not negotiable. There were many of
us around the cabinet table, when we had appointments
on the agenda, that would feel the wrath of Fiona
breathing down our necks and saying, ‘Is there an equal
number of men and women in your nominations, and if
there isn’t, why isn’t there, and what are you going to do
to change it?’. Fiona was certainly very committed to
ensuring that we met this target.
Great strides were made towards that goal with the
12 per cent increase in the proportion of women
councillors that we saw in last year’s council elections.
Again, Fiona was very supportive of that and was very
keen to include in our gender equity strategy a target of
50-50 female councillors at the next set of council
elections. I promise Fiona that I will continue to work
on this important goal.
Fiona knew that not recognising the value of women in
the workforce or in positions of decision-making denies
us the intellect, the capability and skills that will drive
Victoria to greater things. It is immensely sad that we
have lost Fiona; she was taken away too soon. But I can
guarantee that we will continue the fight for equity she
so deeply pursued.
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DOMESTIC ANIMALS AMENDMENT
(RESTRICTED BREED DOGS) BILL 2017
Second reading
Debate resumed from 9 August; motion of
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General).
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — I rise as the lead
speaker for the Liberal-Nationals on the Domestic
Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill
2017. The legislation before the house implements the
key recommendations from the 2016 parliamentary
inquiry by the Economy and Infrastructure Committee
into the legislative and regulatory framework relating to
restricted breed dogs, specifically in relation to
removing the prohibition on the registration and
keeping of restricted breed dogs in Victoria. The bill
proposed allows councils to register these dogs, subject
to strict conditions around the housing and keeping of
these dogs, and also includes related miscellaneous
amendments to the Domestic Animals Act 1994.
There are five types of restricted breed dogs in Victoria.
The only one which is prevalent is the pit bull terrier.
The main provision of this legislation and the primary
purpose before us is to replace the provision that
currently disallows councils to register a restricted
breed dog and to replace the provision to allow for its
registration, the renewal of registration and the
imposition of conditions on the registration or renewal
of registration of a restricted breed dog. It also repeals
the provisions that prohibit the keeping of a restricted
breed dog and introduces some changes around the
classification of a guard dog as a dangerous dog. Even
after retirement a guard dog is still going to be
considered a dangerous dog. The bill also makes some
changes to the fees that are collected.
If you think about the Domestic Animals Act and the
issue of restricted breeds, it is probably one of the most
amended pieces of legislation in the history of the
Victorian Parliament, particularly over the last 15 years
or so. If you go back to the 2000 to 2006 term of the
then Bracks government, minister Bob Cameron
introduced legislation around the issue of restricted
breeds and amended it a number of times. At that
particular time it was mostly about the interstate trade
of restricted breeds and desexing to stop the breeding of
those dogs. I think at that time there was a view that the
dogs would gradually be bred out over time.
That did not happen. In 2009, when John Brumby was
Premier, there had been a particularly vicious attack by
an American pit bull which killed a small dog and
severely injured a man in an attack in Melbourne’s
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northern suburbs. At that time there was community
outrage around dog attacks. John Brumby, as the
Premier, indicated that he would be introducing
legislation that went further than the current legislation.
Joe Helper was the Minister for Agriculture at that
particular time and had carriage of that legislation.
At that time RSPCA president Hugh Wirth, who was a
very widely respected veterinarian and welfare
advocate for animals, told the Age newspaper that pit
bull dogs were:
… a menace and are not suitable as pets for anyone.

He actually said:
‘They are time bombs waiting for the right circumstances …
‘The American pit bull terrier is lethal because it was a breed
that was developed purely for dog fighting, in other words
killing the opposition.
‘They should never have been allowed into the country. They
are an absolute menace.’

Joe Helper in that government actually introduced the
legislation that we are effectively talking about today. It
had an amnesty period of two years, when the owners
of pit bull dogs were given notice that they had the
opportunity over two years to register their dogs, have
them desexed and house them appropriately. That
legislation was working through its process over that
particular time.
Tragically in 2011 there was a horrific event in
Melbourne’s west, where four-year-old Ayen Chol was
killed in her own home by a pit bull which had escaped
from a neighbouring property and chased a number of
children that were playing in the front yard of that
house into the house. Ayen was sitting there, got
attacked and was tragically killed. A number of other
members of that family also got severely mauled by
that particular dog. At that time Bill Shorten, the federal
member for that area and now the opposition leader in
Canberra, went on to actually write an opinion piece
about that particular event. He started off:
It’s every parent’s worst nightmare — standing there helpless
as a vicious dog — a shark on legs — attacks and kills your
child.

Bill did go to visit the family and attend the funeral
service for Ayen Chol. He went on to say in that article:
When I met the grieving family two days later one of their
relatives came up to me and said: ‘In South Sudan, if a man’s
dog kills another that man must answer for the murder of the
victim’.

I think that is very pertinent to other changes that we
made in the Crimes Act 1958 after that attack. I think
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everyone was horrified by the particular event. So we
as a government, with myself as a minister at that
particular time, actually introduced legislation to
effectively and immediately end the moratorium to
allow the registration of those dogs. The major change
in that legislation at that time was to close it off at the
end of September 2011 rather than running it through to
the end of 2012.
That set off a chain of events. One of the issues around
restricted breed dogs was always how you actually
define a restricted breed dog. I know there was a lot of
work done on what is the standard and how you
actually determine what is a restricted breed dog — a
pit bull versus what is a staffy or some other sort of
dog. There was a lot of work done by the department
and my local government on how you have a standard
for those dogs, because it is very challenging to know
which dog is actually a pit bull versus other breeds and
crossbreeds. As I understand it, there is no DNA test
that can actually determine that, which is what made it
very challenging in developing that particular standard.
But there was a standard developed to try and help
councils and council by-law officers do that.
When the legislation was introduced to end the
moratorium, I can remember receiving a call from the
now Premier, the then Leader of the Opposition, saying,
‘We are all appalled by what has happened with this
dog attack, and we will support anything that is sensible
and reasonable to make sure this does not happen in the
future’. The member for Bendigo East at that particular
time in the debate on 30 August 2011 said:
The opposition has previously indicated that it would support
this bill, and we also support its expeditious passage through
both houses of Parliament …

The member for Tarneit said something similar:
We commend the government and indicate from the outset
that the opposition, as was indicated by the Leader of the
Opposition and various speakers during the course of today,
will be supporting the bill.

The member for Tarneit went on further to say:
The current amnesty provisions allow registration of a
restricted breed dog until September 2012; the bill will cut
back the amnesty period to 29 September 2011. We
commend that — it is a good move.

And:
In short and very plainly, the measures that have been brought
forward are good ones.

So the amnesty period ended, and that set in place a
chain of events where a number of people who had
restricted breed dogs viewed that they should not have
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to register them. The dogs were being seized, councils
were putting them in pounds and there were very long
and expensive court cases for councils around those
particular dogs.
What we are seeing here today is the result of the fact
that it got very, very expensive. Some councils were
spending up to $100 000 at VCAT to argue whether
those particular dogs were restricted breeds or not and
whether they should be put down. I do understand that
people who own a particular dog love their dog and
believe their dog will never do any harm, but there is an
issue with having those sorts of dogs running loose in
the community.
What we have in the bill before us today are the
changes that were recommended by that parliamentary
committee to allow for the registration of these dogs, to
allow for the keeping of the dogs and to allow for the
reregistration of the dogs, but it does not change any of
the rules around ownership of those dogs. So if you
own one of those dogs, you are now entitled to register
it and have it reregistered, but it still has to be desexed;
it still has to be housed appropriately — and there are
now much stricter rules around the housing of those
dogs compared to other dogs — it still has to have a
special collar affixed so it can be identified, particularly
when it is out in public; it has to be muzzled when it is
out in public, as I understand it; and it has to be on a
lead at all times when it is out.
All the changes to the legislation originally brought in
by Joe Helper back in 2010 are still there. The only
change this bill makes is to allow for those dogs to be
registered and kept. The fact that they still need to be
desexed is in line with the intent of the legislation that
was originally introduced by Bob Cameron in that 2002
to 2006 parliamentary period. These dogs eventually
should be bred out of existence because they will not be
able to breed into the future.
At that particular time we as a government also gave a
commitment to changing the Crimes Act 1958 and the
Domestic Animals Act 1994 so that if a person owns a
dangerous or restricted breed dog, they would be
responsible for its actions. From memory, if a dog
causes grievous injury, there is a maximum of five
years jail for the owner of that dog as penalty for the
offence that the dog committed, and if the dog actually
kills someone, there is a maximum of 10 years jail for
that particular offence. I know there was a lot of debate
about it at the time, but I think it comes back to the
issue that Bill Shorten addressed in his opinion piece in
the Daily Telegraph. If someone’s dog commits an
offence like that, the owner should be responsible for
that dog and the grievous harm it causes.
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When we debated that particular legislation Steve
Herbert, the then member for Eltham, in his
contribution said:
It is legislation that we on this side of the house support …

The member for Preston, who is actually at the table,
said:
… I am sure every member of this house hopes that
legislation brought to this Parliament to ensure the safety of
the community is successful and is enforced.

I thank him for those particular comments.
One thing I did do when these issues were unfolding
was go to the Royal Children’s Hospital to meet with
plastic surgeons to get a better understanding of what
happens with dog attacks. I think it is useful for the
members of the house to realise that a dog attack
actually tears. It does not just cut like when you cut
your finger with a knife or like an industrial accident. It
actually tears and, even worse, it actually infects. Think
about what a dog eats. If a child is attacked, they get
nasty tears, particularly if they are attacked in the facial
area, and it gets infected. So it is a very serious injury.
When we were at the Children’s Hospital we met a
couple with two young children, and one of those
children had been attacked by a dog while in the pram.
This child was so traumatised. It had received such
substantial plastic surgery that you almost did not know
it had been scarred. The plastic surgeons had done a
very good job.
But the child was so traumatised by all dogs that the
parents swore they would never own a dog because of
what had happened when they were walking down the
street. They actually had to buy a small dog to get the
child used to having dogs around, otherwise every time
they went down the street the child would effectively
freak out if there was a dog nearby. It is a horrendously
traumatic experience both physically and mentally for
children in particular, and for anyone attacked by a dog.
This legislation now enables restricted breed dogs to be
registered under very, very strict conditions, but people
are still going to have to be responsible for their dogs. I
know why the committee reported what it did, because
the way these dogs used to be registered was effectively
unworkable and very, very expensive for councils. At
the end of the day these sorts of dogs should not be
running around without a lead and muzzle, because if
they do attack a child, it is effectively on the
government that introduced these changes and the
individual who owns that dog to be responsible for
what happens.
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I do not wish for any member of Parliament or for any
minister to have to go through something like the tragic
death of Ayen Chol and the trauma it caused that
family. Let us hope this legislation is enforced, that it
does actually work and that these dogs are bred out of
existence over a period of time. It would be unfortunate
if people tried to get around the law to continue
breeding these dogs and we find ourselves back in this
place in five or 10 years time following another tragic
killing and looking at the legislation again.
This legislation also changes the amount of money the
government takes from the registration of cats and
dogs. Currently the government takes a small amount
of money from the registration fees paid to local
government. The change is that they will take an
additional $1.50 from cat registrations and an additional
50 cents from dog registrations as of the registration
period beginning April 2019. This means that for every
cat and for every dog there will be $4 transferred to the
state government from local government, which is
approximately an additional $1.2 million each year.
That will be used to help subsidise some responsible pet
ownership programs.
There are some very good programs out there that are
run in kindergartens for new mums and dads when they
have a baby. They are about how you actually manage
that in the home if you have a cat or a dog. We have all
probably heard of examples where the family pet has
been the centre of attention for a number of years and
all of a sudden there is an infant in the household that is
getting more attention than the pet. There is an
excellent program about how you normalise that in the
household. Another excellent program is run in kinders
about being very careful, particularly around dogs, over
that time.
I suppose in some ways this is another new tax by the
Andrews government. It is an increase in tax, which
they promised not to do. If you remember back to the
eve of the last election, the Premier was on the front
steps of Parliament being interviewed by Peter
Hitchener. He looked the camera in the eye —
Mr Katos — It was Peter Mitchell.
Mr WALSH — It was Peter Mitchell, was it? Sorry,
I stand corrected. I thank the member for South
Barwon. He looked down the camera and said he
promised all Victorians there would be no tax increases
and there would be no new taxes in Victoria. We now
know there have been 11 new taxes, and this one is a
tax increase on the amount of money that is taken out of
fees for dogs and cats in the future.
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Yes, I do understand why we have to have this
legislation. It is unfortunate that there could not be a
way found to actually truly identify what is a pit bull
dog and make sure they were bred out of existence here
in Victoria. I hope that this actually works and, as I said
before, that we do not find ourselves back here in five
or 10 years time dealing with an absolute tragedy where
another child has been killed by one of these dogs.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — The member who
spoke before me on behalf of the coalition and The
Nationals is correct that this act has been the subject of
much amendment. It has been a cause of huge concern.
He mentioned the sad death of the child Ayen Chol in
Melbourne’s western suburbs some years ago. It was an
absolute tragedy, and I know that my dear friend the
member for Tarneit was very much involved with that
family and in supporting them through that absolutely
horrific situation.
Of course we are absolutely concerned with the tragedy
that occurred, but regarding the idea of restricted
breeds, when the restricted breed legislation that would
look at restricting breeds rather than at the behaviour
and nature of the dog was first brought in, it was
something that I was lobbied on very strongly by the
dog-breeding community in my electorate, and there
are many in that community. In my electorate I
probably have some of the highest numbers of kennels
in the state. They provide quite a bit of employment in
the local area, and people are really passionate about
their animals.
You would know, Acting Speaker Ward, that in the
Shire of Nillumbik we are really passionate about our
animals. The Shire of Nillumbik runs a pet expo in
Diamond Creek, which is in my electorate, every year.
That is actually coming up next month. It is a major
event in Nillumbik. I would say that in Diamond Creek
we have got one of the best off-leash parks. I commend
ward councillor Peter Perkins for his advocacy on that,
because it is a really excellent park. It has a large area,
and then it has a smaller area for smaller dogs or dogs
that are less sociable. There is a real variety there, and
by and large the dog owners that use that park are
incredibly responsible.
I have a wonderful rescue dog called Bella. She looks
really fierce, but she is as gentle as a little lamb. She is
not so good with other creatures, but when she is with
human beings she absolutely thinks that she is one. As
far as we can work out, and according to the shelter that
I got her from in Ararat, she is an amstaff — an
American Staffordshire terrier — crossed with
something else, perhaps a multiplicity of things. You,
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Acting Speaker, have met her on several occasions and
seen how loving and affectionate she is.
The Staffordshire terrier, particularly the English
Staffordshire terrier, was actually bred as a nanny dog
at the time of the industrial revolution, when
working-class people, particularly women, were being
forced to work in the mines to feed their families. Often
older children were working in the mines and the mills
in the UK, so the Staffordshire terrier was actually bred
as a nanny dog to look after children because of its
gentle nature. The American Staffordshire terrier is just
a larger version of that, and I am not surprised at all
when I see the loving nature of Bella. People are often
frightened of her when I take her out publicly. I take her
out and socialise her a lot. People who do not know
dogs can be immediately very frightened because they
are worried that she looks a bit like a pit bull. She is not
a pit bull.
But I am glad that we are going down a path of
allowing registration, because I think sometimes it is
incredibly difficult. The dog-breeding and dog-owning
communities came to me when the restriction of breeds
was first introduced, and they said, ‘Look, it’s really,
really hard’. They were saying that there could be quite
arbitrary decisions made by rangers and by councils
around registering dogs and mistaking what their
breeding was, rather than actually looking at the nature
of the dog. I think that those who have proposed special
restrictions on particular breeds have done that with the
best will in the world and because of their abhorrence
of those that misuse their dogs and do not train them in
the appropriate way.
Animal shelters are full of dogs that have been abused
and have not been treated well. I have just seen the
member for Pascoe Vale come into the house. She
received a caucus award, the animal lover award, for
government MPs. I really commend the work that she
has done around the puppy farming legislation and her
passion for animal welfare and for making sure that
dogs are looked after appropriately.
The main elements of the legislation before the house
allow the registration of restricted breed dogs in
Victoria, clarify the dangerous dog status of guard dogs
when they are retired to a residential premises and
increase the payment for dogs and cats made by
councils to the Treasurer under section 69(1)(a) and
(aa) of the Domestic Animals Act 1994. Restricted
breed dogs are defined as dogs that fall within the
approved standard for restricted breed dogs in Victoria.
These include pure or crossbred American pit bull
terriers or pit bull terriers, perro de presa Canarios or
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presa Canarios, dogo Argentinos, Japanese tosas and
fila Brasileiros.
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provisions with regard to classification of a guard dog
where a guard dog is a dangerous dog even after its
retirement and other subsequent amendments relating to
notification requirements for the owners of guard dogs
or retired guard dogs. Basically the bill introduces an
offence that prohibits the transfer of a dangerous dog
without the former owner providing written evidence
that it is a dangerous dog. The bill also increases the
amount of dog and cat registrations paid by councils to
the state. It is a $1.50 increase for cats — I think we are
shorter odds on Friday night — and a 50 cent increase
for dogs.

There was a parliamentary inquiry into the legislative
and regulatory framework related to restricted breed
dogs, and it recommended enabling the registration of pit
bulls. Allowing the registration of restricted breed dogs
will improve community safety and benefit councils. The
change will encourage responsible ownership of existing
dogs by providing a pathway for registration rather than
a prohibition on ownership. Community safety is
enhanced as owners will not be tempted to hide restricted
breed dogs to avoid them being euthanased. They will
instead be able to register and appropriately identify and
house their dogs, avoiding the significant penalties
associated with illegal ownership. Councils will have a
better idea of the location of these dogs and be able to
ensure compliance with strict housing and ownership
requirements. This will in turn improve community
safety.

With regard to these — I call them violent animals —
pit bulls, it is not often I agree with the federal Leader
of the Opposition, but in an op-ed piece from
24 August 2011 he described them as ‘sharks on legs’,
and I think that is a very good description of these
vicious dogs. I for the life of me do not understand why
people want to keep such animals.

Bella looks fierce but is not — she has occasionally
gotten out and she then just licks any human being she
sees within an inch of their life. She has made a number
of friends within the neighbourhood. My sister-in-law
has said to me, ‘She does look really fierce. You have
to be careful; she might accidentally get put down’, and
I think that has been a concern for some dog owners. It
was identified in the restricted breed guidelines and
what went before the parliamentary inquiry that it is
really difficult. I think the committee has done great
work and the department has worked really hard on
this, and I would like to thank them for their work. We
have a great minister who is passionate about animal
welfare and about having good change in this state. I
commend the bill to the house.

I look at your three main types of dog. You have got a
guard dog, a gun dog or hunting dog, and a herding or a
shepherding dog. Gun dogs and herding or shepherding
dogs, particularly the gun dogs, are very placid unless
of course you are one of the animals involved. I
actually had a gun dog, a German wirehaired pointer.
She died, unfortunately, 10 years ago now. She was a
very good quail dog. My nieces of the day actually
named her Buffy. It was an interesting name for the
dog, but I let my young nieces name the dog which I
had just purchased. She was a beautiful dog, a very
good working dog as far as a hunting dog goes, but
around people you could not have had a more gentle or
placid animal. If you were a rabbit, it was a different
story, but a person — she was a beautiful dog.

Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — I rise today to
make a contribution on the Domestic Animals
Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017. As the
opposition’s lead speaker, the opposition will not be
opposing the bill.

I understand why people have these sorts of dogs,
whether it is a hunting dog, whether it is, like I said, a
shepherding or herding dog, and even some smaller
breeds of dog where people have got them for
companionship. They are lovely dogs, they are good
family dogs and people do keep them as genuine
companions and pets, but these pit bulls — for the life
of me I just do not understand why anyone would want
to keep such an animal.

I might just briefly go through the purposes of the bill.
It implements the key recommendation of the 2016
parliamentary inquiry into the legislative and regulatory
framework relating to restricted breed dogs, and it does
that specifically by removing the prohibition on the
registration and keeping of restricted breed dogs in
Victoria. It allows councils to actually register these
dogs subject to strict conditions around the keeping of
the dogs and the way they are housed.
The main provision of the bill, I should say, is to
replace provisions that currently disallow a council
from registering a restricted breed dog. There are other

I turn to the legislation we are debating amendments to
today. I think it was in 2010, under the Brumby
government, that there was an attack in Melbourne’s
north where a small dog was killed and a man was hurt.
It was an American pit bull that did that. Then there was
legislation introduced in May 2010 which created
effectively I believe a two-year amnesty at the time on
these pit bulls. Unfortunately in August 2011, when we
were in government, four-year-old Ayen Chol was
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killed — she died in her own home when a pit bull
escaped from a neighbouring home, which is a very
tragic thing. We brought in legislation in September of
that year that basically strengthened the laws to protect
the community from these dangerous and restricted dog
breeds and created offences and penalties for people who
fail to control their animals, which I think was important.
I think one of the things that the parliamentary inquiry
found was that it did create almost quite a perverse
outcome for councils where you had people who were
doing large, quite significant court challenges which
were costing ratepayers money and council officers
were then reluctant to actually say that a dog was a pit
bull — they probably were pit bulls. I can understand
that these people would pull out all the stops to keep
their dogs, and probably a lot of them were not pit
bulls, but there were question marks around their
breeding, so it did produce an effectively perverse
outcome with local government. It was tying up a
significant number of council resources around the state
in defending these cases.
As I said earlier, the opposition are certainly not
opposing this bill, and the aim of these bans on pit bulls
are to eventually breed them out of Australia, which I
think is a good thing. They are a dog that is really bred
for one purpose. It is not bred for anything else. It is not
like, for example, a German shepherd or a Doberman,
which is bred as a legitimate guard dog. If they are
trained properly, they are quite beautiful dogs too. But
these pit bulls are there for one reason; they are a very
vicious animal. As I said earlier, for the life of me, I do
not understand why anyone would want to keep one,
but we do live in a democracy and a free country, and
sometimes people do some weird and wonderful things
and keep such animals. As I said, the opposition is not
opposing this bill, and I commend it to the house.
Mr LIM (Clarinda) — I am very pleased to rise
today to speak on the Domestic Animals Amendment
(Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017. It is very, very
pleasing also to hear that the opposition is supporting
the bill. The overall objective of this bill is to
implement recommendation 22 of the parliamentary
inquiry into the legislative and regulatory framework
relating to restricted breed dogs. The inquiry was
established to investigate the arrangements, benefits
and challenges of legislation for restricted dog breeds,
which include the American pit bull terrier.
Recommendation 22 provides that the Domestic
Animals Act 1994 be amended to allow the registration
of restricted breeds such as pit bulls while ensuring that
protective measures regarding the ownership and
management of restricted breed dogs are retained.
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These protective measures of course include mandatory
signage on properties where restricted breed dogs are
kept and requirements that restricted breed dogs are
microchipped, are desexed and wear mandatory collars
at all times. Restricted breed dogs must also be muzzled
and leashed when outside of their properties of course.
Further, the prohibition on breeding or transferring the
ownership of restricted breed dogs will remain. These
protections will ensure that the community continues to
be safe. We have just seen so many horrible incidents
over previous years.
Dogs are companion animals and are an important part
of the Australian lifestyle. This bill is consistent with
the need to balance supporting the benefits of dog
ownership and protecting the community from
dangerous dogs and irresponsible dog owners.
Unfortunately I have never had a very pleasant
experience with dogs. I need to confess that I have a
very unhappy home situation where my two sons are
so keen to have dogs but their mum will not allow it. I
personally 35 years ago, when we were renting a
bungalow just on North Road and I was a student at
Monash, was bitten by the landlord’s dog. Of course
the landlord was just so panicky and the poor dog was
put to sleep. My wife has seen her sister savaged by a
dog, and we just have no affinity with dogs at all. It is
rather unfortunate, and to see all this horrible
reportage in the news of little kids or anyone at all
being savaged by dogs is just revolting. This
legislation really touched a nerve, and I hope, as I
said, that we overcome this problem.
The parliamentary inquiry found that there was
insufficient and sometimes contradictory evidence on
whether restricted breeds pose a greater risk to public
safety than other breeds. That is the unfortunate
situation that we are facing. However, there is much
evidence that other factors, such as a dog’s early
experiences or living conditions, play a significant role
in aggressiveness. While breed may be one risk factor
for dog attacks, it is only one factor among many
others. As such, the inquiry considered that the
resources and energies of local councils would be better
devoted to encouraging responsible dog ownership
generally rather than focusing on identifying and
managing restricted breeds as such.
With this in mind the bill will allow for the collection of
an increased payment to be used to promote responsible
dog and cat ownership and animal welfare, including
educating the public on dog bite prevention, research
into domestic animal management and the
administration of the act itself. The bill increases the
existing payments to the Treasurer to $4 annually for
both dogs and cats. The payment is used to fund a
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world-class program to educate parents and preschool
and school-aged children on dog safety and responsible
dog ownership. This bill of course is timely given that
the payment to the Treasurer has not increased since
2010 and the cost of running the responsible pet
ownership (RPO) program has increased over time. The
RPO program is vital for teaching children to stay away
from pets wearing the warning collar.
The inquiry acknowledged that information and
education programs are essential in reducing dog
attacks and dog-related injuries and examined a number
of ways such programs can be implemented. The
inquiry of course acknowledged that Victoria is doing
good work in this area, and this bill goes to lengths to
continue the positive trends in promoting responsible
pet ownership and animal welfare.
We also need to keep in mind that the government’s
moratorium on the euthanasia of restricted breed dogs
that were unable to be registered or kept in Victoria
ends on 30 September this year, 2017. The government
needs to allow for restricted breed dogs to be registered
prior to the moratorium ending, as failing to do so may
result in the euthanasing of unregistered restricted breed
dogs. By allowing registration, community safety will
be enhanced as owners will not be tempted to hide
restricted breed dogs to avoid them being euthanased.
They will instead be able to register and appropriately
identify their dogs and house them properly. Further, by
allowing registration, councils will know where
restricted breed dogs are. Under the current system
there are difficulties with identification and
management of restricted breeds such as pit bulls.
Opening registration will remove these difficulties,
while the strict requirements for keeping a restricted
breed dog will remain in place and the tough penalties
for not doing the right thing will still apply.
The inquiry has outlined the benefits of registration as
well as the opportunities. This bill embraces the
opportunity to encourage responsible pet ownership and
to support education programs and initiatives to
improve the welfare of our pets and the safety of our
people. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr WATT (Burwood) — I rise to speak on the
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed
Dogs) Bill 2017. I note the comments of the Leader of
The Nationals and the member for South Barwon on
this particular bill. I want to start by acknowledging the
fact that the bill is to an extent the government’s
response to a report of the Legislative Council’s
Economy and Infrastructure Committee inquiry into the
legislative and regulatory framework relating to
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restricted breed dogs. I make this statement because, as
part of the bill, the purpose of proposed clause 1 is:
(a) to further provide for the keeping and registration of
restricted breed dogs; and
(b) to further provide for the acquisition and identification
of dangerous dogs; and
(c) to further provide for payments to the Treasurer —

that is the one I want to come back to —
and
(d) to make other minor and related amendments.

Acknowledging the fact that there are serious concerns
around certain breeds of dogs, or certain dogs within
our community that are dangerous, we need to make
sure that we protect people in our community from
dangerous dogs. My family has been seriously affected
by dog attacks. Unfortunately the incident I am thinking
about actually involved a family pet. There was a
disagreement between two children, the dog was quite
protective of its owner and jumped in and decided to
take things into its own paws, so to speak. I myself
have been the victim of dog attacks when I was young.
When I was around 11 I was attacked by a dog when I
was delivering newspapers. It is not the most pleasant
thing to happen. I have also been a door-to-door
salesman and I have walked into places where I
probably should not have been and the guard dog on
duty let me know that I should not be there — I had to
rush off to a doctor to see to a dog bite to my hand. I
can certainly understand the issues around dog attacks.
But the main point I would like to make in my
contribution to this particular bill is in regard to
proposed clause 1(c), which states:
(c) to further provide for payments to the Treasurer …

I can certainly remember, as many people do, the now
Premier facing an interview with Peter Mitchell. Peter
Mitchell asked a very clear question. He asked:
Daniel Andrews, all the polls say you will be Victoria’s next
Premier. If you are do you promise Victorians here tonight
that you will not increase taxes or introduce any new taxes?

And the member for Mulgrave, the current Premier,
said:
I make that promise, Peter, to every single Victorian.

And what we know is that the current Premier has
broken that promise and not once, not twice, not three
or four or five or six times. By my count we are up to
a dozen, and I may have missed some. I apologise to
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the Treasurer if I have missed any of his increases in
taxes or any new charges or taxes that he has
introduced in direct contradiction of that commitment
that the then opposition leader, now Premier, made to
‘every single Victorian’.

Labor government, this state government — providing
funding to councils to allow them to do the work that
they need to do to protect the residents and the
constituents across the state and in their own
municipalities.

Some government members may want to argue the
point and say, ‘Well, the increase in the percentage of
dog and cat registrations paid by councils to the
Treasurer is not a new tax, and it is not really a tax’. But
I would point them to another comment made by the
now Premier. In a Sky News election forum David
Speers asked a very clear question directed to the then
opposition leader, now Premier. He asked:

I have very serious concerns about the fact that this bill
is doing exactly the opposite to what that
recommendation is also asking. It is doing exactly the
opposite to what the then opposition leader, now
Premier, promised every single Victorian when he said
‘Absolutely not’. We know this is not the first time that
the Premier has lied. We know this is not the first time
he has made statements or has done things which could
specifically —

So, any higher taxes, levies?

We can argue over semantics about whether the charge
and the increase in this bill is a tax, but I do not think
many people would argue that it is a tax or a levy or a
charge that is being imposed on councils that was not
foreseen. It was not foreseen because it was specifically
promised not to happen, because the then opposition
leader, now Premier, said this:
Absolutely not …

‘Absolutely not’ was his response. He promised every
Victorian that he would not increase taxes, and when
asked about new taxes and levies, ‘Absolutely not’ is
what he said.
I mentioned the report of the inquiry into the legislative
and regulatory relating to restricted breed dogs, and the
reason I specifically mentioned it is I had a little bit of a
look through the report. Members on the government
side might be able to point to the parts in the report that
recommend an increase in charges by council to the
Treasurer. I could not find it, but I could find
recommendation 30. Section 9.6.3 of the report,
‘Financial support’, talks about exactly the opposite to
what we are seeing in this bill — that is, support going
from the government to the councils; not money going
from councils back up to government, but money going
the other way. Recommendation 30 is:
That the taskforce developing a statewide policy for
encouraging responsible pet ownership consider what
additional funding local councils would require to
successfully and consistently implement this policy and how
that funding should be provided.

That is not talking about the government sticking their
hands in the pockets of councils again or sticking their
hands in the pockets of dog owners again for the
purposes of consolidated revenue. That particular
recommendation is very specifically talking about the
government — the current government, the Andrews

Mr Pearson — On a point of order, Acting Speaker,
the member for Burwood just said that the Premier lied.
If the member wishes to raise his allegations, he can do
so via a substantive motion under standing order 118.
Mr WATT — The opposition leader at the time,
now Premier, not the Premier —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Spence) — Is this
on the point of order?
Mr WATT — No. I am continuing my contribution.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Spence) — I
thought you stood on the point of order. You did not, so
I will rule on the point of order, and I will ask the
member to refrain from making those remarks.
Mr WATT — No problems. This is not the first bill
or action which is completely contradictory to what the
Premier, then opposition leader, said, and it is one
which the community at large would rightly think is
probably a barefaced lie. I would not say that, but the
community may say that. I would not.
Mr Scott — On a point of order, Acting Speaker,
the member is defying the ruling in a fairly —
Mr WATT — I am not defying the ruling.
Mr Scott — Yes, you are.
Ms Ryan — On the point of order, Acting Speaker,
the member for Burwood did not actually refer to
anyone telling a lie. He referred to a lie in more general
terms, which I think would be in accordance with the
standing orders.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Spence) — The
member for Burwood to continue.
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Mr WATT — Thank you very much. I could point
to, say, other increases, such as tripling the coal
royalties or the new taxi tax. That is a really interesting
one, because although the taxi tax is a direct
contradiction to words that the Premier said before the
election, we also know that the whole policy around
taxis is a direct contradiction to everything the now
government said to taxi licence holders before the
election, so we know the government has form in lying
to the community. We know they have form. They
have introduced land tax surcharges —
Mr Pearson — On a point of order, Acting Speaker,
the member is continuing to defy your ruling. I ask you
to bring him back to the bill.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Spence) — I ask
the member for Burwood to come back to the bill. The
member’s time has expired.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I am delighted to
make a contribution on the Domestic Animals
Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017. This is
a fairly straightforward bill. The legislation before the
house implements the recommendations of the
parliamentary inquiry conducted by the Standing
Committee on the Economy and Infrastructure. I think
it is really important that we have got a committee
system that operates well both in this place and in the
other place to inform the executive on what appropriate
measures are needed.
As you would appreciate, Acting Speaker, this inquiry
came about as a result of a very tragic incident at
St Albans, when a young child was attacked by a dog
and subsequently lost her life. Where we have instances
where we see such traumatic events, it is incumbent
upon the legislature to be able to respond. Indeed I
think that the committee system works quite effectively
when we are able to examine these matters quite
closely — to take public submissions, to hear evidence
and to have the wideranging views of members to make
a contribution — and to then work out what the most
appropriate legislative response would be. I think it is
really a testament to the fact that this place functions
well and the system is working well where you can
have a committee system do the work to make those
investigations, do those inquiries and come up with a
bill like this to try and address these issues.
I know this is an issue that has certainly caused some
level of interest, particularly amongst those people who
do have a breed of animal which would fall within the
category. I am also familiar with the argument that
sometimes it is not necessarily the dog itself but its
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nature or its owner, as the member for Narre Warren
South has indicated.
At the back of my electorate office is a very large
dog — some sort of setter; a golden setter, I think —
that is a very aggressive dog. That would not fit within
the definitions of this act, but it is just a really
aggressive animal, so I am familiar with those sorts of
arguments in relation to making sure that we do have
appropriate responses in place. But clearly there are
those breeds of dogs which are far more aggressive in
nature, and when they do get aggressive it becomes
quite apparent that it is a matter of some concern.
In preparing for this contribution, I did some research.
I tried to find out what sort of dog I would be based
upon my characteristics. I had hoped I would be a
working dog, but apparently Facebook told me that I
am a poodle.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Energy policy
The SPEAKER — Order! I have accepted a
statement from the member for Caulfield proposing the
following matter of public importance for discussion:
That this house condemns the Andrews government and their
reckless energy policies, which have:
(a) shut down the Hazelwood power station, which reduced
Victoria’s electricity generation capacity by 22 per cent;
(b) increased Victorian household energy bills by an
average of $300 this year, causing hardship to many
families;
(c) seen huge increases for small and medium business,
with some paying up to 300 per cent more for electricity;
(d) caused hundreds of jobs to be lost and companies to
leave Victoria; and
(e) left Victoria at risk of blackouts during peak demand
periods, such as summer, as detailed by the Australian
Energy Market Operator.

Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — Victoria has never
seen an energy crisis like the one we have right now.
Never in the history of Victoria have we seen such an
energy crisis, and there is one group of people that are
completely responsible for that, and that is the Labor
Party of Victoria, led by the Premier. They are the people
who are responsible for this. They, fairly and squarely,
are the reason why Victoria is facing an absolute energy
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crisis that is looming, that is completely out of their
control, that has Victorians paying more than they ever
have for their energy bills, that has businesses
questioning the future of their security and that has jobs
on the line. And what is the answer from this
government? Nothing! Absolutely nothing.
We have had a situation in Victoria where under the
Premier there has been a closure of a power station —
Hazelwood. Let us just go through a little bit of a
history lesson here in terms of what has happened in
terms of generation.
Ms D’Ambrosio interjected.
Mr SOUTHWICK — The squealing minister
across the table can say what she likes, but at the end of
the day what we need to understand is that we have a
minister who is focusing on ideology over jobs,
ideology over security and ideology over our power
future. That is the situation that each and every
Victorian faces.
Let us just try to understand, shall we, how we have
ended up where we currently are. How have we ended
up like this? What we had was the Treasurer in April
2016 introduce a $252 million coal tax. The royalty rate
increased by 7.6 cents to 22.8 cents a gigajoule. This was
in fact a tripling of the energy rate here, a tripling of the
royalty tax. At the time, the operator of Hazelwood,
Engie, said the increase was surprising and disappointing
and said in fact that it would have a detrimental impact
on the region’s energy sector and security. That is what
the operator, Engie, said — that in fact this coal tax was
going to have huge ramifications.
Not surprisingly, only a few months later, in
November, Engie announced that they would be
closing the Hazelwood power station and taking
22 per cent of our energy out of the game — off, gone,
finished. The government ever since then have been
claiming, ‘Not our fault, don’t look here. Not our
problem, don’t look here’. Not only did the
government introduce the tax that was the nail in the
coffin for Hazelwood, but what did they do when
Engie gave five months notice? Did they ring Engie
and say, ‘How about extending it for a few more years
until we get more supply? How about doing that?’.
What did the minister at the table do? She would not
even visit Hazelwood. She would not even go down
there. She would not go anywhere near it, because in
the minister’s eyes the only coal power station that she
would like is a closed one. That is what this minister
would like. Ideology has captured once again the
Labor Party. It has captured the Labor Party, leading it
to shut down power stations, to take away jobs in the
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valley, to take away energy security and to affect each
and every Victorian.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr SOUTHWICK — Let me tell you something,
Speaker. The Labor Party can carry on and scream all
they like. However, in each and every electorate there
would be an example of a business or household that is
experiencing the sort of power situation they have
never had before. We have seen it in reports from the
Victorian Council of Social Service, showing people
that are struggling with cost-of-living pressures, people
that in the past would have thought the Labor Party
represented them. It has now been shown that the Labor
Party has abandoned these people for ideology and has
left them literally out in the cold, not being able to
afford their power bills.
Just look at what the report said. Look at the report we
had last week that said that households are experiencing
unprecedented debt thanks to this lot, the Labor Party.
We have seen debts being accumulated by individuals
of up to $18 000, not being able to afford the power and
not being able to keep essential power on. That is what
has happened under this mob’s watch.
The government did nothing — not one phone call —
to keep Hazelwood open, which would have fixed the
whole lot. We would not even be having this matter of
public importance if Hazelwood was remaining open
for a transition to a different power source. We would
not be having this conversation, we would not have
escalating prices and we would not have, like today,
talk of a blackout for Victoria. We would not have
those sort of headlines.
In the past the minister has said, ‘There’ll be no
blackouts under my government. There’ll be no
blackouts over summer. There’ll be no power issues
over summer’. Well, what does the Australian Energy
Market Operator (AEMO) say now, Minister? What
does AEMO say now about blackouts and about power
shortages? What AEMO says is that we are going to be
relying on diesel generators. So much for lowering your
emissions. So much for your environment portfolio.
You are lowering your emissions with diesel. It is a
disgrace, Minister, that you claim that you are the
solution for renewable energy and lowering emissions.
What do you do? You want to introduce diesel to keep
the lights on. You are a disgrace, Minister. That is what
you are.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Members on both sides
of the house will come to order. I ask both the shadow
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minister and the minister to direct their comments
through the Chair.
Mr SOUTHWICK — We have an incompetent
minister that has done nothing. We have an
incompetent minister that lied to Victorians when she
said, side by side with her Premier, ‘Don’t worry about
Hazelwood closing. It won’t have much effect on
prices — 85 cents a week, nothing; $44 a year’.
Minister, I challenge you to give me one Victorian that
has only seen an 85-cent increase in their power bills.
Bring one into the gallery here, because you know
what? You are wrong, Minister. You lied, Minister,
because I can tell you every Victorian is paying a lot
more than 85 cents a week under your watch. That is
right, Speaker. The Labor Party has lied when it comes
to power prices. Victorians are paying hundreds of
dollars — not 85 cents, but hundreds of dollars.
Only last sitting week we heard about the electricity
pricing for Joe’s IGA stores in Fitzroy North and
Pascoe Vale, which has increased not by 4 per cent, not
by 10 per cent or 20 per cent, but by 341 per cent, from
$144 000 to $494 000. Do you know what? The
minister said, ‘That’s all right, just shop around. Tell
Joe to shop around, and he’ll find a better price’. That is
the solution. In fact what the minister said was, ‘We’ve
got a great website. Plug in the figures’.
Minister, should he plug in the figures and get a better
deal? The minister is nodding. Let us put this on the
record. The minister says he should plug it in. Guess
what, minister? Joe plugged it in to get a better deal. Do
you know what your website had to say? ‘Error’.
This website does not work for small businesses, so your
website is a failure. Your website is an absolute disgrace.
You are telling businesses that are facing closure to shop
around, and your website does not work. That is what we
are dealing with — an incompetent government led in
the energy area by an incompetent minister who knows
absolutely nothing. The minister has said there will be a
minimal increase in price and also that we would have no
energy security.
What we are experiencing now with Hazelwood is an
auction. All of that equipment is going to be turned
into scrap metal. Has the minister rung up Engie to see
what we can do about that equipment? Not a word.
Has the Premier rung up and said, ‘Maybe we’ve got
some generators we could save’? In fact there are
three generators. The minister says they are falling
apart. Industry tells me there are three generators that
could be used for the next three to five years to allow
for new generation to come in. But do you think the
minister would at least have the decency to ring up
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and find out? No, because again the only coal-fired
power station this minister cares for is a closed one.
That is what this minister cares for — a closed
coal-fired power station, no base load, no 24/7. This
minister just says, ‘Don’t worry’.
When businesses in Dandenong contacted the minister
she went out to the South East Melbourne
Manufacturers Alliance in Dandenong, and around the
table they said, ‘We can’t cope. We’re going to have to
close facilities. We’re going to shut down facilities and
sack people’. Do you know what the minister said?
‘Don’t worry. We’ve got new generation coming in
three to five years that will fix the problem. In three to
five years we will have new generation and power
prices will come down’. Are you serious? Are you
telling me that these businesses can wait three to five
years? You are dreaming, Minister. You are absolutely
dreaming if you think that a business would wait three
to five years so they can finally pay their power bills.
Do you know what? I reckon this minister would be a
great person to get a loan from, because this minister
economically has absolutely no idea.
We are facing an absolute mess when it comes to
security, to affordability, to blackouts and to jobs. We
have had now a number of people that have commented
about the disgraceful situation that we are currently in.
We have had no leadership from this government —
none whatsoever. We have a go-it-alone renewable
energy scheme that will close further power stations.
We now have Yallourn in jeopardy. Hazelwood was
meant to go offline in 2025; it shut early. Yallourn W is
set to have an end of life in 2032; that now is in
jeopardy with the 40 per cent renewable energy target.
It is a 40 per cent go-it-alone renewable energy target.
Even Rod Sims, the chairman of the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission, said about
our energy crisis on 3 August on ABC Melbourne radio
that the closure of Hazelwood has meant electricity
prices have shot up. He said:
I mean, four generators control 90 per cent of the market, so
with the Hazelwood closure … prices just shot up.

This minister has said time and time again that it is a
supply issue. If you bring more generation into the
market, you lower prices. This minister has taken
generation out of the market; 22 per cent has gone,
never to be replaced. It is about to be turned into scrap
metal, and this minister is rubbing her hands together
and saying, ‘That’s another one gone. Don’t worry
about those jobs. Don’t worry about those families.
Don’t worry about those people. They are gone’.
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We are seeing a situation where this government has
no plan. All they care about is themselves. These
rorting Labor government members care about
themselves. We have seen it with the red shirts and we
have seen it today with printing allowances. This
government is an absolute disgrace, and while all
Victorians are suffering because of the energy crisis,
this government helps itself to taxpayers money. That
is what this government does. They rort and help
themselves to taxpayers money instead of looking
after vulnerable Victorians. That is what they do
instead of looking after vulnerable Victorians. Shame
on this government. Shame on this Premier. Shame on
this incompetent minister, who sits there and smiles at
jobs losses and who sits there and smiles at generation
loss. She should be ashamed of herself.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) — This matter of
public importance is nothing but another attempt by
those opposite to distract from the fact that they have
got no clue, they have got no plan and they have
actually got no hope in terms of presenting to
Victorians some real energy solutions that they can trust
and have confidence in.
It beggars belief. It took almost 1000 days for the
member for Caulfield to find a voice in this place. This
is how much he cares about energy prices, about energy
costs and about our energy future. He does not care,
frankly. He is doing this as a stunt. It has been almost
three years until anyone on that side of the house has
woken up and realised that, thanks to them and their
mates in Canberra and their economic vandalism,
investment in new energy generation has collapsed. It
has collapsed in Australia and it has collapsed in
Victoria. Our government is actually bringing it back to
life, with new generation being built in the state and
new generation delivering much more affordable
energy, with more generation coming online and
creating the thousands of jobs that Victorians want
from a good government — a Labor government —
and that is what we are delivering.
So the self-appointed shadow spokesperson for
renewables — can we believe he is the opposition
spokesperson for renewables? — is happy to talk at
rallies and tweet and pose for photos alongside people
on the steps of Parliament House and alongside solar
panels, all the while being committed to tearing up our
renewable energy policies, our policies to grow more
generation in this state. On the steps of Parliament on
9 February last year, the shadow minister addressed a
rally, saying:
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Victoria and Australia are experiencing a renewables
revolution, and it is a revolution that is led by the people
because the people want it. The voters want it. The
community want it, and that’s what we need to be focused on.

He went on to say:
If the Andrews government is serious, they will release the
plan, show a vision and show how they are going to manage
to get to that plan and ensure that more people are able to take
up clean energy for the future.

That was his statement on the steps of Parliament
House more than a year ago. A few months later he
announced that the Liberal-Nationals would scrap what
he called the unrealistic Victorian renewable energy
target scheme. So he is a man for all seasons and for all
circumstances. He will say whatever he wants and pull
off any stunt to deliver what he thinks is a message that
no-one can make head or tail of.
Our plan is out there. We will deliver it. We will grow
more generation for our mix to ensure that with more
generation in our mix we are not only creating the jobs
that Victorians are so desperately keen to have but also
ensuring that with more electricity generation in the
mix, more supply will mean lower energy bills, and that
is the reality.
Those opposite are a rabble. This latest stunt is that the
Victorian government should buy pieces of Hazelwood,
but they know full well that Engie decided to close it
because it was no longer a viable concern. It was no
longer a viable plant. In fact, when the Prime Minister,
Malcolm Turnbull, their mate, was asked in March this
year about keeping Hazelwood open, this is what he said:
Well, the closure of Hazelwood is a decision of the owner,
Engie. It’s a commercial decision that they have taken.
…
… the responsibility here is fundamentally that of the owners,
Engie, and of course they have made a decision about this
plant, which is the oldest coal-fired power station in Australia
and has been slated to close for a very long time. The cost of
keeping it running runs into hundreds of millions, and the cost
of rehabilitation, which obviously a new owner would have to
take over, is approaching a billion dollars.
…
… the Victorian government I know has had extensive
discussions with Engie for some time, and they have shown a
complete determination to close the plant.

That is a quote directly from the Prime Minister, so I
absolutely reject the false claims and the ludicrous
proposals of those opposite, because they are merely a
stunt. They know it is a stunt. They know the reasons
why Engie made the decision to close Hazelwood.
They know the fact that this plant was in a terribly
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dilapidated state, with many notices on it from
WorkSafe. There were serious health and safety risks as
a result, and it was no longer a viable plant. When
Engie made the decision to close it down, not one
viable business came forward to say to Engie, ‘I want to
take it off your hands’, because everybody who
understands the market and who understands business
knows that the liabilities of the plant are so
extraordinarily prohibitive that it is not a viable plant.
So that is the reality of it.
Those opposite are making false claims. They are
ludicrous claims, because they have nothing better to
say other than to do the bidding of Malcolm Turnbull.
When Malcolm Turnbull opens his mouth in Canberra,
these people come out and parrot him because they
have no plans of their own.
I want to place on the record a number of facts. The
energy challenge that we are facing is one of a system
undergoing its greatest transition in more than a
century. This is happening globally. How energy is
supplied is changing and it is changing dramatically.
Market forces and a global trend of decarbonisation,
whether the opposition like it or not, are driving a
complete change in how electricity is generated and
stored. This is the reality. What we have here is a
challenge of supply — how to grow it, how to do it
efficiently and effectively and how to integrate it
without disruption to the rest of our network.
This is happening right around the world. Governments
that accept it and embrace it and plan and deliver on it
will ensure the future welfare and prosperity of their
societies and their communities and, importantly, will
take advantage of the many job opportunities and
economic development opportunities that come along
with governments who plan for the future and plan and
put in place actions to deliver it. Governments that do
not, like the Turnbull government in Canberra, will lead
us all to higher energy prices and lower reliability in
terms of supply. That is their agenda; that is the only
plan they have got.
Our government will make sure that Victoria is a
winner in this space. We will deliver for Victoria an
energy system that is clean, affordable and secure. It
will not be easy of course. Major transitions are never
easy, especially with no national leadership at all from
the federal government. While we are actually talking
about a national electricity market, the federal
government are nowhere to be seen. They have no
plans because they are absolutely riven by dissension,
disruption and division within their own ranks. They
have an absolute inability to accept that the science and
the economics stack up in favour of them doing

2621

something in terms of a clean energy plan. They have
made none of that available to us.
We have a system, of course, which is a national energy
market. It will require a great deal of work to be done to
ensure that we actually deliver a 21st-century system
that everybody needs. We will overcome these
obstacles — we absolutely will. Our government will
do that.
Mr Southwick interjected.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — The member for Caulfield
should take a few notes. What are the drivers of energy
price rises? If you cannot understand that, you will not
be able to come up with any solutions that anyone can
believe in, that anyone can have any confidence in.
That is what we have from those opposite.
First, there is a shortage of gas. Too much gas is being
exported to global markets at the expense of us here in
Australia. The policy uncertainty from the federal
government is adding to that. Even Malcolm Turnbull
told us that on 10 August in Parliament. These people
here did not get the note that day and were saying the
opposite. Malcolm Turnbull forgot to give them the
note when he said:
The largest single factor on energy prices, electricity prices,
right now … is the price of gas.

Two-thirds is being exported to global markets. In fact
if you are lucky enough to live and work in Japan, you
can get cheaper Australian gas than you can get out
here working in a factory in the western suburbs of
Melbourne or in regional Victoria. That is the reality
we have got here. They cry about being concerned
about prices and the pressure on families and
businesses. They are clueless. If they really meant
that, they would be talking to Malcolm Turnbull and
saying some not very pleasant words about his failure
to actually deliver sufficient gas for our domestic
market — and at an affordable price. I totally reject
out of hand their nonsense.
Our government, our Premier, went to a Council of
Australian Governments meeting and made it
absolutely clear what the plan should be for gas — that
is, a cap on exports and a tradeable permit system. It
was rejected out of hand. I wonder why. It was because
it was not their idea and they do not have the space in
their brains to be able to actually think through these
issues, understand them and come up with the effective
solutions that Victorians need. That is what we are
getting from them.
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What is Victoria doing? We are working with AGL on
a game-changing proposal for a gas import terminal at
Crib Point in Western Port Bay. It is early days. This
new supply has the potential to be a major game
changer in terms of the future of gas prices in Victoria
and ensure that we have, of course, the supply that we
need for our own domestic purposes.
An honourable member — You had it, but you got
rid of it!
Ms D’AMBROSIO — Two-thirds of it is going
overseas. And how is your fracking ban going? We will
continue to reform the gas market as we need to, but we
know, of course, that there are more issues that need to
be addressed.
The second factor driving up energy prices is the
behaviour of electricity and gas retailers. Our
government has been concerned about this for some
time. That is why we commissioned an independent,
bipartisan review to investigate this. We did not look at
the ads on TV or in newspapers. What we actually did
was look at the bills of hundreds and hundreds of
energy consumers — families and businesses. That is
what we did. What we discovered was an absolute
failure in the market in relation to competition. On
average customers are paying 21 per cent a year more
for their electricity than they ought to be paying in
terms of the cheapest offer out there. That is what is
happening here, and these costs are largely being added
to by retailers due to marketing costs and a lack of
transparency in retail pricing.
The Victorian Council of Social Service understands
this; they have welcomed it. They have thanked the
government for this seminal piece of work and for
having the guts to actually do it. We understand that
competition has not actually delivered the cheaper
prices that Victorians deserve, whether they are
businesses or families. Those opposite would never do
this. We will be responding to that report in coming
months, but let me be clear: we are not Malcolm
Turnbull, who simply calls in the big energy retailers,
gives them a stern word over a cup of tea and says,
‘There you go. Get on with it. Go and write a letter to
all these consumers’. That is not going to lead to a price
reduction in anyone’s bill. That is not our way; that is a
stunt in place of an energy plan. That is all that is. And
this is their mate that they are taking writing
instructions from. Is it any wonder these people have
got no clue? They do not understand the energy system
and they do not understand what the real issues are, and
therefore Victorians cannot have any confidence that
they will be able to deliver any plan that makes any
sense and that actually brings down prices.
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Anyone with half an understanding of demand and
supply principles knows that the more generation you
put into the market the cheaper it will be — pure
economics 101. So what do we do as a government?
We actually go and facilitate more energy generation.
That is what we do — get more energy generation
built — and surprise, surprise, those people do not want
to accept this. They do not like it because it does not
suit their mantra and Malcolm Turnbull’s mantra. The
cheapest form of new energy generation is renewable
energy. If it is backed up with storage and clever new
energy technologies which are available right now, we
can continue to provide reliability in energy supply for
Victorians for today, for tomorrow and for the years
ahead. Our government understands this. We
understand what the experts are saying about this, and
we are getting on with it.
Their solution, if they get elected, is to axe the
Victorian renewable energy target. Axing the Victorian
renewable energy target when you have got no plan for
any other new energy generation to be built is a recipe
for higher energy bills for families and businesses, and
it is a recipe for absolute disaster when we actually
have no new energy generation infrastructure being
built in this state. That is their energy plan; that is their
stunt because they have failed to understand this.
Victorian families and businesses understand that
energy is changing. This government understands they
want the ability to be able to manage their own energy
supply and consumption needs. When you have got a
plan, when you understand what the challenges are, you
are in a position where you can actually apply the
solutions. That is what our government is doing.
My government colleagues on this side of the house
will no doubt add a lot of other details to the wide array
of services and programs that we have put in place and
that those opposite have either threatened to axe or do
not support. These services and programs are now, right
now today, helping families reduce their energy costs
and helping businesses reduce their energy costs. We
are not going to be distracted by those opposite. The
Australian Energy Market Operator absolutely says that
all of the plans are in place for us to have a secure
energy supply for this coming summer. We will
continue to do that and deliver affordable, secure and
reliable energy.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — I rise to speak on the
matter of public importance submitted by the member
for Caulfield. This house condemns the Andrews
government and its reckless energy policies. I notice
that the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate
Change has just said, and I quote, ‘More supply means
lower energy bills’. I agree with the minister; it does. It
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is just such a shame that the minister’s policies have
removed 1600 megawatts of energy from the Victorian
grid and have in the best case planned 930 megawatts
in wind energy that is not built yet, but it is planned. So
we have already lost 1600 and we have got 930
planned. I am sorry, Minister, but in your own words, if
more supply means lower energy bills, then less supply
means higher energy bills. Surprise, surprise, that is
what we have. As Rod Sims of the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission said on
3 August:
I mean four generators control 90 per cent of the market so
with the Hazelwood closure … as soon as Hazelwood closes
prices just shot up …

That is Rod Sims, an economist by the way. And why
did Hazelwood close? Hazelwood closed because the
Premier and his Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change tripled the brown coal royalty in the
Victorian budget. That grabbed an extra $252 million
from the Latrobe Valley power stations, including
$87.5 million from Engie, the Hazelwood operator.
There does seem to be some confusion on the other side
of the house about the tripling of the brown coal
royalty. Victoria only uses brown coal. We do not
export it. So when you triple the tax, you only hurt
Victorians. It is not about greedy multinationals putting
stuff offshore. This is Victorians who pay this tax, and
that is what has happened. So what we saw was 22 per
cent of Victoria’s energy just disappear overnight. That
was 1600 megawatts of energy, and we currently have
1400, nearly 1500, megawatts of wind energy installed.
But of course wind energy is only 30-something per
cent efficient, so we are actually only getting
520 megawatts of energy from wind. And that is a
best-case scenario.
We then saw a continuation of these appalling policies,
which have been attacked far and wide. I quote Keith
Orchison, who is an energy market economist. He
started a piece on 28 August by saying:
I would very much like to back our most egregious political
players in the east coast energy system — notably but not
solely Andrews and co in Victoria … into a corner and not let
them out until they have explained precisely what they are
trying to achieve … and have supported their actions with
believable expert assessments.

It is just a fact that expert after expert says the
government’s policies are flawed and they have caused
and continue to cause great pain for Victorians. I note in
my own region, in the electorate of Ripon, this week
two major employers went into the Ararat Advertiser
and noted that their energy prices are out of control. I
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particularly quote Mr Pye from Gason, a very large
manufacturer in Ararat. He said:
… not containing energy prices is going to put employment at
risk.

That is employment in Ararat. I would have thought the
minister would be a bit focused on that rather than
engaged in conversation. I would have thought that
employment in Ararat would matter to those on the
Labor Party side, but apparently not. Apparently
employment in Ararat does not matter. But it does
matter to me, and it matters to the people of Ararat. In
that same article the CEO of the hospital in Ararat,
Nick Bush, noted that his electricity costs are:
… set to increase by $200 000 in the next financial year to a
total of $400 000.

They are going up 100 per cent. That would not be the
4 per cent that the Premier had previously talked about.
That would not be the 85 cents a week that the minister
and others have talked about. That would be 100 per
cent. So what sort of health services are we going to see
cut in Ararat? I hope it is not the birthing service. The
women of Ararat very much support their birthing
service being local, and it would be an absolute
disgrace if this government’s poor energy policies led
to the removal of the birthing service in Ararat.
Then I turn to the fourth point of this matter of public
importance, which is:
Caused hundreds of jobs to be lost and companies to leave
Victoria.

On 1 September in the Australian there was an article
by Adam Creighton and Joe Kelly which noted that:
Taxpayers will have paid more than $60 billion through
federal renewable energy subsidies by 2030, about twice what
the crumbling car industry received over 15 years …

Here it becomes particularly interesting. It is estimated
that up to 40 000 people worked in the car industry.
However, only 4400 work in the renewable energy
industry and we are spending $60 billion — twice what
the car industry got. This government is determined to
spend more, and it is not creating jobs. It is in fact part
of losing jobs as employers like Gason in my electorate
cannot manage and cannot compete with these very,
very high power prices.
Clearly the Parliament agrees that the power outlook for
the coming summer is not that great. Just today we
received an email telling us that our power will be cut
over the weekend while a generator is put in at the
Parliament. Even the Parliament has worked out that we
cannot rely on Victoria’s energy policy, so a stand-by
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generator will be connected this coming Saturday. I think
that is the greatest example closest to home that we
have — even the Parliament is saying to the government,
‘Your policies are flawed. You cannot keep the lights on
in the Parliament’. That is absolutely where we are at the
moment: we are at risk of blackouts.
The Australian Energy Market Operator recently had
another go at that. I note that today in the Australian
Financial Review there is a serious set of calculations
showing that across Victoria and South Australia,
coming into summer, we will have a supply shortfall of
926 megawatts. We are likely to have blackouts in
Victoria. We already know this because AEMO has
told us that we are going to be a net importer of power
because of this government’s policies, but now they are
telling us we are not going to have enough power at all.
It is us and South Australia — South Australia with the
diesel generators. We are really moving forward there
on clean and green energy, are we not? Diesel
generators! We will be up there with them, I am sure. If
the choice is between diesel and no power at all, I
would like to see us trucking them in here.
Once again this government has no answers. They keep
saying that more supply is going to lower energy bills.
We agree with that, but their policies are taking out
supply. They have already done so with Hazelwood,
and they will do so with one of the three remaining
generators because, quite frankly, if they do not take out
supply, they will actually fail on their green targets
because the point of a Victorian renewable energy
target is to transition from coal to renewables.

Wednesday, 6 September 2017

not one iota for jobs and investment in her electorate of
Ripon. She would much rather stand in this place and
espouse the views of the Institute of Public Affairs and
show no regard for the impacts of those hardline
policies on her electorate and her constituents in Ripon.
If she did care about her constituents in Ripon, then she
might well have quoted an article in today’s edition of
the Weekly Times headed ‘Wind blows in Lib seats’. I
quote from the article:
Wind farm construction in Victoria is powering along.
More than 20 wind farms are being built or are awaiting final
approval.
The five farms under construction and 16 awaiting approval
will more than double the 18 wind farms already dotting the
landscape, mainly in the state’s west.
The construction surge is due to the Victorian government’s
renewable energy target of 25 per cent of the state’s power by
2020 and 40 per cent by 2025.
And the irony of the Labor government move is that,
according to environment group Friends of the Earth,
Liberal-held rural electorates are in the box seat to benefit
most from the renewable push.

The constituents in Ripon and those of the very noisy
member for South-West Coast are set to benefit from
our investments, as are the constituents of the member
for Polwarth, because this government will do —
Mr Southwick — Speaker, I call your attention to
the state of the house.
Quorum formed.

You cannot have your cake and eat it too. Either coal
use will stop, in which case you will have a supply
decline, or coal will remain, in which case you will still
have the same emissions. So your entire goal does not
pay dividends. It is entirely flawed from beginning to
end, as is, I might add, the government’s most recent
report into the retailer price charges.

Ms THOMAS — The point I was making before I
was so rudely interrupted by the member for Caulfield
is that this government, regardless of where those jobs
are, will do what is right for Victoria, will do what is
necessary to secure energy supply for our state and,
what is more, will have a determined focus on creating
jobs for now and into the future.

The federal government actually had the retailers in and
got some agreement on them mailing their customers.
What have you done? You have done the report, but
you have not even accepted the recommendations. This
is a completely flawed government in relation to energy
policy. Victorians are hurting, my people in Ripon are
hurting and you do not care. You keep spouting
nonsense. It is about time you got with reality.

As we have all discussed already in this chamber, we
know that energy prices are determined by the supply
of energy in this state. I cannot believe the diatribe from
the member for Ripon. Let us not forget that there were
four years under the failed
Napthine-Baillieu-Shaw Liberal coalition governments.
What did they do? They killed the wind industry in this
state, the very same industry that is creating jobs in
Liberal-held seats right here, right now. Those members
hold their own electorates in contempt in the way in
which they have contributed to this debate and, frankly,
it is disgraceful.

Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — I rise to speak on this
matter of public importance (MPI) today. I want to
make the point that the diatribe we just heard from the
member for Ripon demonstrates quite clearly to all in
this house and to those in her electorate that she cares
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Supply of energy requires political leadership, and it
requires policy certainty, something I am so glad our
Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change
here in the chamber has shown and is delivering —
something I have to say is sorely missing in the federal
arena. If we look to what is happening in Canberra, the
Abbott-Turnbull Liberal government is aided and
abetted by those on the other side. Despite the fact that
it is their own matter of public importance, who is in
here? Two of them. Two are here. They are really
worried about the price of energy. They are really
worried about jobs. They cannot even be bothered to
participate and be here for this debate.
Speaker, indulge me for a moment if you will. I want to
play a game called ‘Who am I?’. Who am I? I stood at
the front of Parliament House less than 18 months ago
and said, ‘Victoria and Australia are experiencing a
renewables revolution, and it is a revolution that is led
by the people because people want it, voters want it, the
community want it, and that is what we need to be
focused on’.
Ms Ward — Who is it?
Ms THOMAS — No, who am I? My Twitter
account features a picture of me in a bike helmet in
front of a wind farm. There is more. Who am I? I am
the shadow minister for renewables. You would not
know it. This is the member for Caulfield, who puts his
name to this preposterous, fearmongering MPI before
this house today.
I would have so much more respect for you, member
for Caulfield, if you came into this place and stayed true
to what you know and what you really believe instead
of being held hostage to the extreme right wing of your
own party. That is what is happening here. You are held
hostage by the extreme right wing of your party. You
are here on your own in the house today. No-one is
backing you in. As I said, I do not believe for a moment
that you really believe what you espouse in this house. I
have more faith in you than that.
But I did want to reflect again on how we got into this
mess that we are in — a mess that, I might say,
thankfully our Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change is getting us out of. For a brief moment
back in 2009 it looked like the federal Labor
government would be able to deliver a real and
significant step towards tackling climate change. The
carbon pollution reduction scheme, which had been
negotiated by Labor and the Liberals was, as we know,
a very important pragmatic step towards Australia
delivering a climate change policy. It was a position
that at the last minute was stymied by a combination of
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forces: two obstinate ideologues, Tony Abbott and the
Greens party.
Since that time there has been a vacuum in political
leadership. But this government has stood ready to take
that lead, to take the nation forward, to put pressure on
the federal government, to put pressure on the federal
Minister for the Environment and Energy, Josh
Frydenberg, and to do what the community and
business is asking us to do: to provide policy and
political certainty.
The climate change debate has been and gone; it is
more than a decade old. I quote from the Australian
Bankers’ Association — it seems like it is possibly a
good time to quote from them — whose position on
climate change is quite clear. They say:
… climate change is a global problem that requires a
sustainable global solution. Australia’s economy and
environment are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of
climate change. Governments, businesses and the community
all have a role in driving changes in behaviour and responding
to the challenges posed by climate change.

They go on to say:
The ABA and our member banks believe that the following
principles should guide Australia’s response to the challenges
of climate change:
Leadership — taking early action;
Policy — applying flexible market mechanisms and
policy support; and
Practice — building knowledge and capacity.
…
Governments, businesses and the community must take early
action to mitigate, abate, prepare and adapt to the
consequences of climate and weather related changes due to
global warming.

This government, the Andrews Labor government, is
very clear. We stand here as the party that represents
the people in our community who are the ones that
face challenges when their bills arrive. We are the
party that represents working people who are paying
those bills, and that is why we are totally committed to
increasing energy supply in this state with investment
in renewables.
We will ensure that we are moving to a renewable
future. The rest of the world is headed there. You do
not see this ridiculous debate happening in other parts
of the world. It is a purely ideological position of those
on the other side. They are beholden to the extreme
right wing of their party — the extreme right wing who
want to fight. Victorians are left to pay the price of their
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culture war. They need to sort themselves out. The
member for Caulfield needs to stand up, be brave and
show some leadership.
Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) — I am
pleased to rise to speak on this matter of public
importance. I congratulate the member for Caulfield for
putting it forward because this is a critical issue. We
have even had the member for Macedon highlight just
how critical this issue is and that it is important to
households and to businesses that power prices are
going through the roof throughout this state.
Unfortunately the member for Macedon and the others
opposite fail to recognise that it is the policies of this
government that have in fact caused that issue to occur.
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They are more expensive. We have heard the minister
say, and we just heard the member for Macedon say,
‘We’re bringing on new supply. That will drive prices
down’. New supply does, but new supply that is more
expensive and that drives other cheaper generators out
of the market when it is government mandated does not
bring the price down.
I hear the Greens say quite a bit that renewables —
wind and solar — are cheaper than coal. If that is the
case, why do they need a subsidy? Why is this
government going to spend $250 million on the auction
for renewable energy? Why are we having this
Victorian renewable energy target and giving a subsidy
to the renewable sector if these wonderful wind farms
and the like are actually cheap?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr D. O’BRIEN — Now I am hearing that the
argument is wrong. This is classic Labor Party
ideological thinking: ‘We can triple the tax. We can
increase the tax by $252 million, and that will just get
absorbed. That has nothing to do with the closure of the
Hazelwood power station. No, that was just a decision
made by a foreign company’. Funnily enough there
were other decisions made by foreign companies like
Alcoa in Portland. The government rushed down to
make sure that we kept the Portland Alcoa plant open.
What did they do about Engie and Hazelwood? As the
member for Caulfield said earlier, absolutely nothing.
This was in fact Labor Party policy, as we know, in the
2010 election, and it remains Labor Party policy because
they are being pushed to this situation by the Greens. It is
the people of Victoria that are now suffering, in
particular the people of the Latrobe Valley and the
people of my electorate of Gippsland South in the area
around the Latrobe Valley, where 750 jobs have gone far
earlier than they needed to because this government has
seen fit to triple the coal tax royalty and to slug the
generators. In doing so it is slugging all Victorians,
including households and including businesses.
We have seen what has happened with Hazelwood. It
has taken out 22 per cent of the state’s supplies, and —
surprise, surprise, here is another lesson in economics
for the Labor Party — the wholesale price has gone up.
That is now flowing through. But they are not done
with that. They are going to go even further by
establishing this Victorian renewable energy target
(VRET). I have no issue with renewables. In fact I
support a transition to renewables. But they must be
balanced by security and affordability. We have heard
those on the other side talk about affordability and the
issues of price impacts, but they totally ignore the
reality of the price impacts that come from renewables.

I go to a comment from Matthew Warren from the
Australian Energy Council. With respect to the VRET
he said:
We are yet to see the modelling that the Victorian
government has used for its cost projections.

Surprise, surprise, they are hiding that. We know that.
He continued:
We have learnt from South Australia that more renewables
initially reduced prices but as they push out traditional, firm
generation without equivalent replacement supply, wholesale
prices have almost doubled.

That is not us. That is not the member for Caulfield
saying it. That is not Josh Frydenberg saying it. That is
the Australian Energy Council. And if you do not like
that one, you can go with the Grattan Institute. Tony
Wood from the Grattan Institute said the VRET policy
was a ‘nasty dog’s breakfast’, and he also said:
No-one is debating the future need for more renewable
energy in the system, but a national approach would consider
the most efficient place to source that from. It appears to me
that the lesson from South Australia has been ignored by this
policy.

That is the Grattan Institute. That is a respected
organisation that actually knows what it is talking about
when it comes to power and electricity.
And then there is the one that the Labor Party would
like to hear from, I am sure. The Victorian Council of
Social Service’s Emma King said:
We shouldn’t be building a greener Victoria on the backs of
people doing it tough.

This is the reality. The government is committed to
renewables, and that is fine, but do not try and sell us
this furphy that bringing in all this additional renewable
generation is going to actually lead to price reductions.
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You have caused the increase in prices; you have
caused the crisis that is happening across Victoria now.
And it is happening right across industries.
In my own electorate I received an email the other day
from a dairy farmer who is facing a 150 per cent
increase in his next power contract. The energy
component of that has gone from something like
2 cents a kilowatt hour to 8 cents a kilowatt hour. That
is more like a 400 per cent increase in the energy
component. That particular dairy farmer uses most of
his power to irrigate. He irrigates at night. What is
happening at night? There is no solar power for a start.
He is asking me why we are shutting Hazelwood and
whether there is a plan for future baseload power so that
when he is trying to irrigate at night he is not paying a
ridiculous price for his power.
The member for Murray Plains, the Leader of The
Nationals, has highlighted that Kyvalley Dairy Group
employs 100 local people in Kyabram. The dairy’s
energy bills rose $50 000 this year. That is an increase
of 23 per cent. That is this year. That is before all these
additional price rises are coming through. One of the
owners of the factory, Wayne Mulcahy, recently told
the Australian newspaper:
We either shut the whole factory down and put 100 people
out of work, or we just pay it. We have no alternative.

This is the threat that we are facing. We have got others
that have been in the media recently, including Victoria
Wool Processors, Kagome Foods Australia and
Cobram Cold Storage. Burra Foods in my own
electorate has talked about an 80 to 90 per cent increase
in its energy prices, and there is Patties Foods in the
electorate of the member for Gippsland East. There are
a number. Lower Murray Water — the member for
Mildura will be interested — estimates it faces a
100 per cent hike in its electricity costs. This is going to
come through not only to our food prices but also to our
exports, because we need to be able to compete with the
rest of the world.
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Operator (AEMO), and the minister has quoted
AEMO extensively in the last couple of months. Here
is the Electricity Statement of Opportunities, released
only yesterday. It says that for the national electricity
market (NEM):
… there is a heightened risk of significant unserved energy
(USE) over the next 10 years, compared with recent levels.

For those who do not know, unserved energy means
blackouts. That means more demand than there is
supply. It continues:
The highest forecast USE risk in the 10-year outlook is in
2017–18 in South Australia and Victoria.

That is what AEMO says. Minister, if you have not
read that, then you are not doing your job. I hope you
have read that, because that is exactly what it says.
I quoted Matthew Warren from the Australian Energy
Council earlier. The AEMO report from yesterday
also adds:
… if this renewable development was to lead to earlier
retirement of existing thermal generation, the risk of USE
would increase without additional firming capability.

Again, firming capability is baseload power — that is,
the power stations in the Latrobe Valley, for example,
in Victoria. There is no doubt that to achieve the VRET
target of 40 per cent by 2025 the government will have
to see one of the Latrobe Valley power stations close.
There is the warning there for you in black and white
from AEMO, highlighting the problem. The report
from yesterday goes on:
In Victoria, the likelihood of a shortfall is between 39 per cent
and 43 per cent … If USE occurs, it is likely to last for 4 to
5 hours.

What sort of society and country are we living in if we
are going to accept that we are just going to go
without power for 4 or 5 hours? We have seen that in
South Australia; that happened under a Labor
government as well.

As we heard last week in Parliament too, the impact of
course is in our health system as well. We have got our
hospitals. The Central Gippsland Health Service in Sale
is facing a 75 per cent increase. To put that in context
that is a $303 000 increase just in its electricity bill. In
Leongatha it is the same, with a 70 to 80 per cent
increase in their expected power bill. So this has a
massive impact.

There are also warnings in there about future supply
with respect to dispatchable, or baseload, power. The
system is:

I want to go briefly now to some more expert opinion.
We know those opposite just do not believe anything
we say, so let us listen to the experts. These are the
two statements from the Australian Energy Market

And then in today’s report that AEMO has released to
the commonwealth they are talking about the need for
1000 megawatts of flexible energy resources. What
they are talking about is diesel generators. I note we

… sufficiently tight that the extended unavailability of any
further capacity, delays in connection of renewable
generation, or failures in generator fuel supplies over the peak
summer months would likely lead to further supply shortfalls,
well above the reliability standard.
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have now got one out the back of Parliament House just
in case the lights go off. That is an indictment of this
government as it is right across the state.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I am delighted to
make a contribution on the matter of public importance
that is before the house today. There has been much
talk about Hazelwood. By way of background,
Hazelwood as a power station started construction in
1964, and it had a 1600-megawatt capacity. It was built
from 1964 to 1971, and as others have said it made up
about 25 per cent of Victoria’s baseload capacity.
It is really important to note that Hazelwood was not
some super-efficient, well-maintained, well-operational
power station. I remember speaking with David White,
who was a minister in the former Kirner government.
He had responsibility for the State Electricity
Commission of Victoria at the time. I seem to recall
back in the late 80s or the early 90s Hazelwood
operated around about 60 per cent of the time, or 60 per
cent of its units were operational. It was far inferior to
Loy Yang A. It was far inferior to Loy Yang B. At that
stage Loy Yang A had been constructed and Loy
Yang B was under construction.
Let us just set this straight. Thirty years ago this was the
runt of the litter. This was a dog of an asset 30 years
ago. It was just manifestly inadequate 30 years ago.
If you listen to what those opposite are saying, this is a
bit like saying —
Mr D. O’Brien interjected.
Mr PEARSON — I take up the interjection from
the member for Gippsland South. What the member for
Gippsland South is effectively saying is, ‘You know
what? Victoria Police — they need police cars. Let’s fit
them out with EH Holdens. Let’s go and find every EH
Holden we can find, let’s fit them out and let’s get them
on the road, because that’s the way to the future’. That
is what they are saying, but these are —
Ms Ward — Let’s bring back Bluey!
Mr PEARSON — Let’s bring back Bluey, the
member for Eltham says. Maybe the member for
Gippsland South could be Bluey in another life.
I had a beloved UC Torana that was made in 1978. I
loved my Torana. It was lime-green. It was badged as a
Sunbird but it had a six-cylinder engine in it. I was
driving my beloved Torana home one Saturday
afternoon. I was trying to get some cheap petrol and
some careless driver ran up my boot. I was going to say
something else, but it was into my boot. Into the boot it
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went. I thought to myself — I had great hopes — I
could salvage the Torana. I could take it to the
mechanics and perform a bit of resuscitation. I could
bring back my Torana. But do you know what they
said? They said, ‘Sorry, son. It’s a write-off’. And then
I went to a Ford Escort, and it was never the same.
But you have got to ask yourself: why was that the
case? The reality is that it was determined at the time
that it was not cost-effective to put the Torana back on
the road because it was old, because the value of the
asset had depreciated to such a state.
Mr D. O’Brien interjected.
Mr PEARSON — The member for Gippsland
South interjects in relation to the coal tax. I will try to
educate the member for Gippsland South on capital
markets and finance. Let us suppose, for example —
like my beloved Torana — it is determined that you are
going to have to spend $1 billion to fix up Hazelwood
so that it can be operating in the 21st century. So it is a
bit like the old EH Holden: ‘Let’s soup up an EH. Let’s
get it out on the road. That can be the squad car’.
Let us say it is $1 billion. What would be the loan term
of that? You would say, for argument’s sake, it was
30 years. I know you could sort of say 40 years because
of the life cycle of the asset, but it is 30 years. Now let
us look at the current interest rate. Let us say we will
use a low interest rate. We will not use a higher interest
rate to reflect the risk; let us say we use 4.51 per cent.
What would be the repayment required to repay that
debt? It would be $5 million a month every month for
30 years. There is not a banker in the world that would
write that loan — not one. You cannot build baseload
coal-fired power assets these days because you cannot
get the return. And why cannot you get the return? You
cannot get the return because the technology is
changing so rapidly. That is what is happening. No-one
will write a loan.
Let us say the member for Caulfield realises that he
cannot write a loan. What is the answer? Is the member
for Caulfield seriously suggesting that the taxpayers of
Victoria should open a Hazelwood and put the
taxpayers on the hook for $1 billion? We can rebuild
the State Electricity Commission of Victoria (SECV)
and we can again be the leader of last resort. Is that —
Mr D. O’Brien interjected.
Mr PEARSON — I know that is what the National
Party want. They believe in this sort of hocus-pocus
weirdo economics from the 1970s. It just does not
make sense.
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The question, I suppose, for the member for Caulfield,
who is not here for his own MPI and, I will make the
point, could not see out his 15 minutes talking about his
own policy portfolio area, is: is this the face of the
modern Liberal Party? Is that they want? Is their policy
agenda going to be like what I would have liked to have
done with my 1978 Torana — revive the State
Electricity Commission of Victoria? Is that their policy
agenda? Are they seriously suggesting that what we
should do is go down to the gates of Hazelwood, open
it up and say, ‘No, we’ll run it. We’ll guarantee security
of supply. We will turn around and we will loan it.
We’ll go to the Treasury Corporation of Victoria, we’ll
go to the Victorian Funds Management Corporation,
we will ask for $1 billion and we’ll revive this asset to
bring it to life’?
It is just nonsense. If you wanted any evidence to
suggest those opposite are absolute policy vandals,
economic hobos — these people do not deserve to be in
government. They are economic hobos of the highest
order. Why would you say this? Why would you say
that you would go down this path of trying to rebuild
the SECV and revive something like Hazelwood? It
was a dog in 1989, for goodness sake. It was a dog
then, it is a dog now. I am sorry, but technology has
changed, and there is no-one, not a banker in the world,
that would write the loan.
Engie made the choice. They decided to close it. They
are getting out of fossil-fuelled assets around the world.
It is not just here; it is in Western Australia and I
believe it is in Europe as well. They made the call.
They determined that it was in their own best interests
as a company to withdraw from these assets. That is an
entirely appropriate thing to do. Business make these
decisions all the time.
Mr D. O’Brien interjected.
Mr PEARSON — The reality is that there comes a
point where you look at it and you say, ‘We have to
make sure we operate a safe working environment. We
have to make sure we are compliant with occupational
health and safety. We have to therefore spend the
money’. Well, why would you spend hundreds of
millions of dollars if the asset is past its use-by date?
That is the reality. That is just a simple fact. What you
have to do of course is make sure you have got proactive
industry policy in place to soften the cushion while we
are transitioning to a cleaner, greener economy.
Listening to the member for Gippsland South —
Mr D. O’Brien interjected.
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Mr PEARSON — We have to have a diverse range
of energy supplies, both base load and renewables, into
the future because we believe the scientists. We believe
that climate change is happening. We recognise the fact
that this is the reality and we have to transition the
economy. What those opposite would do is they would
have a series of stranded assets built and constructed —
expensive white elephants — around the state which
would become completely and utterly surplus to
requirement. If you follow their policy views to their
logical conclusions, that is exactly what would happen:
you would have stranded assets. That is a misuse of
company funds and stakeholder funds. If you followed
those opposite to their logical conclusion and they were
asking the taxpayer of Victoria to pick up the bill to
keep Hazelwood open, that would be a complete
misuse of resources.
The reality is that we are becoming far more efficient in
Victoria in terms of energy consumption. I asked the
parliamentary library to look at our per capita
consumption, and we are declining year on year. On the
latest figures, which are for 2014–15, our energy
consumption is 237 gigajoules per person on a per
capita basis, which is a drop since 2005–06. The reality
is that if you want to tackle climate change you need a
market-based mechanism. You need to find a way in
which you can encourage people to recognise that they
have got to change their pattern of behaviour. You have
got to try to get people to shop around.
I commend the minister for the Switch On Victorian
Energy Compare website, because I made the call last
year that I would look at this and shop around. If I look
at my account for 31 August 2016, I had an energy bill
for $412.97. I shopped around, and my bill which I just
paid this week, for the same period, was $414.72. So
yes, my bill has increased by $1.75, and that is for a
seven-person household, and my consumption has
dropped. You need to use the tools that are available to
you. I commend the minister for having produced that
excellent website.
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) — I rise to make a
contribution on the matter of public importance and in
particular the importance of energy pricing. You will
not hear from this side, like we have from the other
side, trips down memory lane about old motor vehicles.
You will not hear from this side stories that no-one is
interested in of members such as the member for
Essendon being a part of failed Labor governments in
the past. And you will certainly not hear about loan
analysis. What you will hear is about jobs, you will hear
about cost of living and you will hear about this side of
the house being prepared to stand up for small and
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medium-sized businesses, families and households to
ensure that they receive lower and fairer power prices.
We have a crisis in Victoria of energy supply and a
crisis of energy pricing under this government. It
probably should not surprise us, because an energy
crisis of supply is not new to the Victorian branch of
the Labor Party. Many of us on this side of the house
remember the crisis during the Bracks government
when we had blackouts and brownouts in the early
2000s, once again because the Victorian branch of the
Labor Party just refused to acknowledge the essential
service that electricity is. It seems that unfortunately
history is repeating itself. The Victorian branch of the
Labor Party is again just not recognising the essential
and important aspect that electricity supply plays —
both pricing and the reliability of supply for Victorian
households, for Victorian families and for Victorian
small and medium-sized businesses.
You only have to have a look at the track record of this
government. If you look in relation to Hazelwood
power station, of course the government made the
decision to triple the brown coal royalty in the previous
budget and grab an extra $250 million from Latrobe
Valley power generators. That has a flow-on effect to
the cost of doing business for those generators in the
Latrobe Valley. It is a cost that unfortunately we have
paid a dear price for. Hazelwood represented 22 per
cent of Victoria’s energy supplies. Seven hundred and
fifty people lost their jobs with the closure in March.
That is all as a consequence of the policy settings of this
government and of the increase of the brown coal
royalty. Of course the Latrobe Valley could not afford
to have another mistake made by this government in
energy policy, because it has just contributed to
unemployment in that area.
On energy pricing, once again the government has
misread the market. The government has failed to
understand the importance of energy pricing for
Victorian families, households and small and
medium-sized businesses. I note that on the Neil
Mitchell program of 3 November 2016 the Premier,
the member for Mulgrave, said in relation to the
impact of Hazelwood closing on Victorian
households, and I quote:
Any increase will cause pressure on household budgets, I
acknowledge that. But the numbers are more in the order of
4 per cent, or 85 cents a week …

I will just repeat that, Speaker, and I quote:
Any increase will cause pressure on household budgets, I
acknowledge that. But the numbers are more in the order of
4 per cent, or 85 cents a week …
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That is just living in fairyland, because the reality is the
decisions of this government, which has forced the
Hazelwood closure, have meant that we have
skyrocketing electricity prices in Victoria as a
consequence of this government. Of course the reality
that has been confirmed is that households are already
paying $300 extra on their energy bills this year
because of this government’s rush to shut Hazelwood
down. That has come from the St Vincent de Paul
Society. It has not come from the Liberal Party. It is out
there from an independent third party.
The human consequence of that $300 increase is that
families and households have to find the money for that
increase. This is an essential service which they utilise
to keep the fridges on, where they may be keeping
medication, to keep the lights on, to keep the electricity
going, to keep the heaters going and to keep the air
conditioning going, and many of them do not have a
choice. They do not have a choice particularly in the
middle of the day if they are in their senior years and
they need to have climate control. But under this
government they are being forced to make decisions
which are dangerous to their health, which are
dangerous to their household and which are blatantly
just unfair.
Indeed the latest report from the ESC — the Essential
Services Commission — is showing the soaring price
of energy and the consequences of that leading to
record disconnections. Families are going into debt and
households are going into debt. Why is that the case?
Why is that the case when Victoria has had an
abundance of capacity to supply cheap energy, which
has fired businesses and which has kept households
warm? The reason we are in this situation is that it is an
ideological war that the Victorian branch of the Labor
Party is inflicting on the people of Victoria. This
ideological war, which is a result of their policy settings
of increases in taxes and charges and a result of their
policy settings of putting a go-it-alone state Victorian
renewable energy target of 40 per cent by 2025, is
having an impact on those households and on those
small and medium-sized businesses.
It is not only unfair; it is not only dangerous; it is just
plain stupid. It stands in stark contrast to what we are
proposing on this side of the house. We will abolish the
Victorian renewable energy target to ensure that
downward pressure is put on energy pricing. We will
not go and triple brown coal royalties and put direct
pressure on increasing electricity prices as a result of
tax decisions like that. We will ease the pressure on
households and families by putting downward pressure
on the cost of living. We will not undertake those
massive increases in taxes and charges, because we do
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not have an ideological war. We do not have a hatred of
the Victorian electricity industry. We acknowledge the
role that it plays in supporting small and medium-sized
businesses, and we acknowledge the role that it plays in
supporting households.
Of course the track record of this government should
not surprise us in relation to cost of living increases.
This is the government led by the member for
Mulgrave, who looked down the camera at the people
of Victoria and gave them a solemn promise that he
would not introduce new taxes and charges. It is the
same member for Mulgrave and Premier who looked
down the camera at the Sky News forum and said he
would not impose higher taxes and charges.
And what have we got? We have got a taxi tax, the
Uber tax, and we have got the tripling of the brown coal
royalties. We have got the massive increases in land tax
surcharges. We have got the massive increases in the
fire services property levy. We have got increases on
the cost of owning a motor vehicle in our state. For
every household or small and medium-sized business
that undertakes and has a motor vehicle, it costs more to
buy a car in the state of Victoria under this government.
You can only imagine the consequences of that for
people who might have two vehicles in a household. It
may not be because they want to but because they need
to, because the public transport options are not there
under this government. As a consequence of that, there
is less in the household budget to be able to spend on
recreational activities, to be able to spend at the local
shopping centre and to be able to fire up the economy.
As a consequence of that, we have got Victorian
households and families that are worse off because they
have never had the cost increases and the increase in the
cost of living that they are experiencing under this
government. Victorian small businesses are worse off
because the disposable income that households and
families have under this government is significantly
less as a result of the reduction in the growth of wages
under this government and, importantly, as a
consequence of the essentials that a household needs to
spend its household budget on.
In addition to that you have got the crisis in our
democracy because, again, the Premier said one thing
before the election, making those firm commitments to
households, to families, to small and medium-sized
businesses. He made the unequivocal commitment of
supposedly putting downward pressure on the cost of
living, but that just has not occurred. In fact we have
seen massive increases.
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What I cannot understand is why it is that we have
members on the other side of the house that just do not
seem to be prepared to stand up for households and
families against this Premier and his war on increasing
costs of living. Where was the member for Bentleigh,
for example, on electricity pricing when this
government tripled the royalties on brown coal? Where
was the member for Bentleigh standing in the party
room? I will acknowledge some on the other side have
done that at times, but where was the member for
Bentleigh? Where were some of the other members?
The very clear signal from that is that those members
opposite are not only happy to allow for energy pricing
increases, but they are complicit in those increases and
they are complicit in the job losses that will come as a
consequence of these massive increases in energy
supply. They should be condemned for their actions
and their inaction, as should this government.
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — It is my pleasure
to rise and speak on this matter of public importance
(MPI). In looking at the wording of the MPI, I find it
to be quite revealing. It reveals one thing in particular,
and that is that the opposition does not understand our
energy market at all. What is worse is that they have
been corrected multiple times on many of the
mistruths that are included in the MPI before the
Parliament today, but they just do not seem to get it,
so let me work through some of them. It appears that
some of those on the opposite side of this chamber are
a little bit bad at understanding, so we will work
through these once again.
Let us reiterate a fact. The closure of Hazelwood was a
commercial decision. It was a commercial decision of
the plant’s owner, Engie. The company made it clear
that it was exiting all of its coal investments worldwide.
Now, if you think Victorian state policy influences the
global decisions of a global company, good on you, but
I am a little bit worried about your capacity to govern if
you think that is the case.
It is one thing for the shadow minister to ignore the
government on this matter, but it is another thing
completely for him to ignore his own Prime Minister,
who has stated — and I am going to quote him in full:
… the closure of Hazelwood is a decision of the owner Engie.
It’s a commercial decision that they have taken —
…
… the responsibility here is fundamentally that of the owners,
Engie, and of course they have made a decision about this
plant, which is the oldest coal-fired power station Australia
and has been slated to close for a very long time.
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The cost of keeping it running runs into hundreds of millions
and the cost of rehabilitation, which obviously a new owner
would have to take over, is approaching a billion dollars.

And —
… the Victorian government I know has had extensive
discussions with Engie over some time and they have shown
a complete determination to close the plant.

That was the Prime Minister. Now, if they are not
prepared to believe us, you would think they might be
prepared to take the word of their own Prime Minister.
But I have also got to say the Prime Minister in that
quote said something interesting. He said Hazelwood
‘has been slated to close for a very long time’. Do you
know what is interesting about that? Those opposite
were in government for four years. You would reckon
if Hazelwood had been slated to close for a very, very
long time and those opposite were oh-so concerned
about it and they are oh-so supportive of a new
coal-fired generator, which is what they have kept
telling us today, you would reckon they might have
built one in that four years. Did they? No. Did they plan
one? No. We will let that rest right there. I think that
rests nicely just where it is.
Indeed, as the Prime Minister said, we did speak to
Engie — we did advocate for the community in the
valley. Engie advised that a staged shutdown was not
commercially viable — that is fact. Let us deal in facts,
not nonsense. They also told us that they investigated
all options before making the decision to retire the
plant, but did not receive any credible proposals to keep
the plant operating.
One of the issues facing Hazelwood concerned the
safety of the workers — let us not forget that, the safety
of the workforce. They estimated that it would cost
about $400 million to repair the plant to keep it safe and
the workers operating it safe. These are the facts. Those
opposite can play in a world of factual inaccuracy and
spin, but we prefer to deal in facts. That is what
governing is all about. What those opposite are doing is
just theatre, and it is bad theatre at that. It is horrible
theatre. We have the shadow arts minister sitting at the
table. Even she must agree that it was awful theatre.
And here are some more facts. The Liberals and
Nationals have long failed the valley. Let us talk about
the Hazelwood mine fire. Let us talk about that, hey?
What did the coalition do while that fire burned for
45 days? Where were you? Nowhere to be seen. This
was an event that had significant health implications
for the community, and you all buried your heads in
the sand — you ran scared, and you ran fast. That was
an event of significant proportions, and no-one was
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talking about the valley then on your benches. No-one
was talking about the valley, but all of a sudden you
are interested.
Then there is the constant flow of mistruths by both
those opposite and their federal counterparts. I could get
into those, but I want to allow some time to get into the
impacts on business.
Quite frankly, those opposite have time to faff around
with university-style political campaigns. They have
never been interested in policy, especially energy
policy. But on this side of the chamber we are in the
business of delivering. We are in the business of
making meaningful change, and that is exactly what we
are doing. One of the mechanisms through which we
are doing this is the Victorian renewable energy target.
This target will bring forward significant investment in
renewable energy projects in Victoria, it will create
thousands of jobs and it will put downward pressure on
electricity prices and secure Victoria’s electricity
supply. This is in stark contrast to those opposite, who
effectively did everything in their power to ban
renewable energy and, as a consequence, we saw
investment in renewables dry up during their four years
in office. We saw the jobs attached to those industries,
particularly the wind industry, dry up.
It was interesting to hear the member for Ripon say that
our renewables investment is planned capacity, not
current capacity. Well, it would be current capacity if
you guys had invested in renewable energy. It would be
current. It is only planned because you did nothing, so
look at yourselves occasionally.
In contrast, we are delivering up to 650 megawatts of
capacity, which will drive up to $1.3 billion of
additional renewable energy investment. This
investment will create about 1250 jobs in regional
Victoria during the construction phase and another
90 ongoing jobs. This is real action, not meaningless
fearmongering.
Before I run out of time — I think I have got about
45 minutes of material and, sadly, only 10 minutes to
get it out — I want to discuss the impact of wholesale
energy prices on business. This is an issue close to my
heart because Dandenong, my electorate, is the biggest
manufacturing precinct in the country. I recently had
the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate
Change come to my electorate to talk to a large group
of industry representatives about rising energy costs. I
did not actually see the shadow minister in the room at
the time — apparently he knows everything that went
on in that room, but in reality he does not, because his
comments earlier were quite inaccurate.
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There is absolutely no doubt that these businesses are
under significant pressure, but what was interesting is
that the understanding of local business far surpasses
the understanding of those opposite. They know what is
causing these pressures. They know. I have had many
businesses saying to me, ‘We know this isn’t about
Hazelwood’. I have also had them saying to me, ‘We
know this isn’t caused by the state government’. In fact
in an email a very prominent local business
representative said to me he knew it was a federal issue
in the main but it has state consequences and it has a
state impact. He is right; of course it has an impact.
An honourable member interjected.
Ms WILLIAMS — Absolutely true. Businesses are
openly acknowledging that the lack of policy certainty
federally is hurting them. That came out loud and clear
during the minister’s visit to my electorate. They
acknowledge that policy uncertainty makes it difficult
for them to get stability in their contracts. They are well
across the detail relating to the impact of the sale of
two-thirds of Australia’s gas onto the global market.
They know it is driving up prices and creating a
domestic shortfall. They know all that. They have also
been clear in their view, put to me across many
discussions, that Kennett’s model of privatisation was
flawed — and I think I am being very polite in saying
that — and many of them have been blunt in their
assessment that the federal Liberal-National
government bears the brunt of the blame for many of
the issues we are now dealing with.
We could spend hours and hours allocating blame, but
here in Victoria the Andrews government believes in
action. We believe in doing our bit, and so we are. We
are delivering a wide range of incentives to encourage
and support businesses to manage energy costs and
become more efficient. This includes the $6.1 million
Boosting Business Productivity program delivered by
Sustainability Victoria, which helps businesses to cut
energy and material costs. We have got the Sustainable
Finance service. We have got the Better Commercial
Buildings program, the Victorian Energy Upgrades
program, the investment assistance and attraction
program and programs that target rural and regional
businesses as well through the Regional Jobs Fund.
These are just some of the ways we are seeking to
directly assist businesses, but we do not shy away from
the fact that these are difficult and challenging times. I
know the minister has been proactive in listening to
businesses, hearing their suggestions and ensuring that
they are as well supported as possible. The minister,
through Sustainability Victoria, has also arranged for a
gas efficiency masterclass to be held in Dandenong in a
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few weeks time. I look forward to being present at that
and to again talk to businesses about what we can do,
but our challenge is now to convince the
commonwealth that it too needs to be a part of the
solution. Beyond that, we also need those opposite to
do their bit and give certainty to business by confirming
that they will support our initiatives to drive down
prices. This means supporting renewable technologies.
Finally, in the few seconds I have left, I cannot believe
that those opposite dare to talk about jobs when you
delivered to us the highest unemployment rate in
mainland Australia. Meanwhile we have delivered
250 000 jobs.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.
Mr PAYNTER (Bass) — My God, I would not
have minded being at that meeting with the member for
Dandenong and the Minister for Energy, Environment
and Climate Change out there in Dandenong, talking
about local businesses. What a fly on the wall
experience that would have been to listen to the
minister for energy and the member for Dandenong
explain to her local businesses why they have seen their
power prices increase by 300 per cent. I would not have
minded being at that meeting and listening to the
member and the minister explain, say, for example, to
Gerry Ryan, who owns Jayco, why his energy prices
have risen by hundreds of thousands of dollars.
I would not have minded being at the meeting with the
member’s local abattoir owner to hear what he has got
to say about his power prices going up hundreds of
thousands of dollars and possibly laying off hundreds
and hundreds of workers because he cannot afford the
power prices that the minister has imposed on these
businesses. I would not have minded being at the
meeting with the local supermarket owners who run the
coolrooms, listening to them talk about power prices
and the fact that they do not know where their
businesses are going to be in three, four or five years.
That would have been a very interesting meeting with
the member for Dandenong and the minister for energy,
trying to explain why people are going to have their
businesses and livelihoods threatened and why
thousands of thousands of jobs in and around
Dandenong have been put under threat by this minister
and this local member and these members who support
this minister and the Premier, who have put Victoria’s
energy supplies at risk not only for today but for
tomorrow and future generations because of this
nonsense of a policy and nonsense of an approach that
they are imposing on the Victorian public.
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We spoke yesterday about legacies. Let me talk about
the legacy that this minister for energy is leaving the
Victorian people from the most damaging four years
that we will see in Victoria’s history in terms of solid
and secure power supply. Let us talk about this
minister’s legacy, and what a shocking legacy it will be.
She will go down as one of the most incompetent
ministers that this Victorian Parliament has ever seen.
We talk about being out of our depth. This minister will
be proven to be out of her depth, but I do not mind her
going down; her going down is no problem at all. If she
did not have a job tomorrow, I could not really care
less, but it is the jobs of the Victorian public, the jobs of
the Victorian people, that I care about, in particular the
people in Bass, because of this minister’s decisions.
Let us just talk to the matter of public importance for
just a moment and talk about the legacy that this
minister is leaving. I think some of the businesses in the
member for Broadmeadows’s electorate would like to
have a chat to him too, if he can make his way over
there from wherever he resides. If he made his way
over to Broadmeadows and had a bit of a chat to some
of his businesses —
Mr McGuire interjected.
Mr PAYNTER — Make an appointment and have
a cup of tea, member for Broadmeadows, and talk to
some of your businesses over there in Broadmeadows,
if you ever find your way over there, because they
would be interested in having a chat to you too, no
doubt. There are a few other members over there too
who I am sure some of their constituents and some of
the businesses in their electorates would not mind
having a little bit of a chat with about power prices. I
have spoken to mine. I am not sure if they have made
appointments and organised a cup of tea, put the kettle
on and sat down with some of the business owners.
Mr Nardella interjected.
Mr PAYNTER — I will completely disregard any
comment from the member for Melton, who actually
should not be in this chamber because he is a rorting
cheat. He should not be here. The Premier should have
shown some leadership and thrown him out a long
time ago. He is under investigation by the police, so he
will be dealt with accordingly.
But let us talk about this minister and the legacy that
she is leaving the Victorian people, and let us talk about
the shutdown of the Hazelwood power station. They
might say, ‘Oh, no. Nothing to do with the state
government — something to do with the federal
government; something to do with old power supply.
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Don’t worry about the coal. We’ve got coal there under
the ground for hundreds of years but don’t worry about
that. We’ll put in a couple of wind farms’. Let us talk
about the Macarthur wind farm. It is running at about
20 per cent capacity. That is a wind farm out there in
the Western District. Let us talk about that one.
This minister here has presided over an increase in coal
taxes, so they have had to shut the doors. Do not worry
about the secure power supply of Hazelwood. No, she
has decided to shut the doors. Twenty-two per cent of
Victorians’ power supply has been lost. That is the
legacy this minister is leaving the Victorian people, and
those opposite make a joke about it. The member for
Essendon was up there and the kids in the public
gallery were having to listen to his nonsense. I heard
one of them ask, ‘What’s he talking about?’. Another
said, ‘He’s trying to make a joke about an old Torana to
explain why Mum and Dad’s power bills have gone up
$300’. Here is the member for Essendon talking to the
schoolkids about his old Torana. What a joke.
Those opposite make a joke about it: ‘We’ll fix it with a
couple of wind turbines. No problems at all’. Yes, that
will fix Victoria’s power supplies, like you have shut
down Hazelwood — 22 per cent solid, reliable supply
into our electricity grid from Hazelwood. ‘Don’t worry
about that. We’ll close that down. We’ll not stop there
though — no, no, no — because that is not going to fix
the problem. We need to reach 40 per cent renewable
energy by 2025, so another power station will have to
go. We’ll close another one down’. Who is lining up to
close down the next power station?
Next thing we will have blackouts. It says here in the
local paper today that we will have blackouts in
summer. There goes mum and dad. There goes my
father, who is sitting in a nursing home. He will not be
able to put on the air conditioner. The nursing home
will not be able to put on the air conditioner. Dad will
not be able to have a meal because there will not be
any power supply. Oh, hang on, they are bringing in
the generators.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The member
for Bass is not to use props. I remind you there is no use
of props in the house.
Mr PAYNTER — Deputy Speaker, I think you are
deliberately trying to distract me. I was on a roll there.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — I ask you not to pass
reflection on the Chair.
Mr PAYNTER — Further disruptions, Deputy
Speaker. It extends further than the nursing homes.
What about our hospitals? Let us tell them to bring in
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the diesel generators as well. You tried to bring in the
diesel generators down at the Wonthaggi desalination
plant. Now by the sounds of it you want to bring them
to the Wonthaggi hospital — just load up the diesel
generators. I do not know where you are going to get
them from, because everyone is going to need their
diesel generators next summer. That will reduce
emissions — good thinking, Minister! Another legacy.
Let us talk about the health services, and hospitals in
particular. The cost of electricity will increase by
$44 million. Who is laughing now, member for
Essendon, about your old Torana? You cannot
convince anyone that closing power stations is a good
idea, because now they are going to have to bring in
diesel generators because they cannot afford the cost of
the additional $44 million in electricity. That is the
hospitals, and there are many examples of hospitals.
Cobden District Health Services are talking about
having to close down their pool. Laugh at that, member
for Essendon. Have a good laugh about closing the pool
until we talk about it offering physiotherapy and
rehabilitation for people with injuries. Do not worry
about that — have another joke about that. Have
another joke when your elderly father is sitting in a
nursing home in the middle of summer while his diesel
generator is going out his back window because he
cannot put the air conditioner on.
Mr Richardson interjected.
Mr PAYNTER — Have a joke about that, member
for Mordialloc, as you talk to the other mums and dads
who have had their power supply cut off because they
cannot afford the bills. We are not just talking about
one or two households that cannot afford the power
bills anymore. Houses are being shut off on a daily
basis because of your incompetent minister, who is
going to leave a legacy like no other. She is damaging
our power supply, she is damaging businesses and she
is damaging families who cannot afford to pay their
household bills.
Average energy bills for households have gone up
$300, and that is just a start. In fact the power bills for
small to medium-size businesses have gone up over
300 per cent. There are many, many examples of that. I
have already given examples to the member for
Dandenong, who had a meeting with businesses but no
doubt did not ask the hard questions. This minister does
not want to know the answers, because we know the
legacies that she is leaving — hundreds of thousands of
jobs lost, people out of jobs, businesses put out of
business, and mums and dads having to turn off the
power because they cannot afford the bills.
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Talk to St Vinnies and ask them how families are going
with the increase in prices of power because of your
power supply issues and your policy of closing down
these coal-fired power stations with no transition. There
is no modelling that you are prepared to release that
says renewable energy is cheaper. If it is, table your
modelling and show some leadership.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The member’s time
has expired. I ask members to refer to other members
by their correct titles.
Ms WARD (Eltham) — Thank you, Deputy
Speaker. I will indeed follow your instructions. I tell
you what, the hot air coming off the compost opposite
would be enough to power this whole state and possibly
even the whole country, because there is a lot of hot air
coming from those opposite that is actually not
generating much at all. Please, those opposite — come
on, call quorum, call relevance as soon as I get up and
start talking, as you like to do, because we know that
you like to interrupt us speaking as soon as we start
getting towards the truth. When we start telling you the
true facts of the matter, that is when you all start
freaking out and demanding quorums.
Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Members who are
not in their correct seats should not be commenting.
Ms WARD — Proponents opposite of the fake
news should be ashamed of themselves. They should be
absolutely ashamed of themselves. I tell you what:
nothing is going to make the Liberals great again, not
even a baseball cap, because they are appalling. They
cannot get their facts straight. They could not lay
straight in bed. They refuse to say what is happening in
this state and what is happening with our energy
industry. Instead they want to construct a web of fake
news that suits the ideology of the Institute of Public
Affairs (IPA) — not of the people of this state, of the
businesses of this state or of the families of this state
but of their overlords, the IPA.
Let me read something that those opposite could have
found out for themselves if they had done a bit of work
and research. What it says on Engie’s website is:
The closure of Hazelwood is in line with Engie’s strategy to
gradually end its coal activities …

It did not take me too long to google this and find
information about what might have caused Engie
concern around Hazelwood.
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Let us talk about WorkCover. Let us talk about
dangerous steam leaks from split tubes. I quote:
Inspectors attended the power station after a big burst of
pressurised steam escaped from a 50-centimetre split in a wall
on boiler one on July 25th, 2016.
The tube split under pressure in a barricaded area and no-one
was injured.
Steam leaks from boilers were also reported in January, May
and June this year.
Inspectors also noted corroded brackets and cracked welding,
which they said put workers at risk of injury from the
dislodgement of insulation and cladding.
Workplace accidents revealed
The Worksafe Victoria documents detail a series of accidents
and near misses at the power station and coalmine.
On November 25, 2015 a large piece of refractory fell
6 metres near two employees.
A 4-kilogram bar fell from 5 metres height to within 5 metres
of an employee on January 10, 2013 and a worker received an
electric shock while attempting to join fluorescent lighting on
December 7, 2012.

We have heard time and again from those opposite
about how little they care about workers, how little they
care about worker safety, how little they care about jobs
and how little they actually care about the economy of
the state, and the Hazelwood mine is a case in point. It
demonstrates their fake news, their inability to get their
facts straight and their inability to understand and
recognise what is going in this state, in this economy
and with energy.
A couple of years ago Engie estimated that it would
cost at least $400 million to completely revamp the
Hazelwood power station, which was not economically
viable. It was not economically viable because it was
ageing infrastructure. For those people opposite to keep
bleating on about taxes just shows how ignorant they
are. They need to pull back from their rhetoric and from
their inability to understand what is going on and look
at the facts. I know it does not suit their world view, but
it would really help them out if they did. It is fake news
from a fake opposition. We are playing catch-up now
after four years of being behind in energy investment.
More than that we actually went backwards, thanks to
those opposite when they were in government. I quote:
The clean energy industry has warned it will invest away
from Victoria, potentially costing the state $3 billion, after the
Baillieu government announced Australia’s most restrictive
planning laws for wind farms.

An analysis that the Clean Energy Council conducted
showed that this decision by those opposite would cost
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hundreds of new jobs in regional areas and billions of
dollars of investment. Pacific Hydro, which in 2011
was building three wind farms thanks to the previous
Labor government, said that:
Unfortunately these new wind farm rules will hold Victoria
back while other states power ahead …

Those opposite should be hanging their heads in shame.
In May 2014 Keppel Prince workers wrote to the then
Premier, Dr Napthine, saying that the cut to the
renewable energy target would devastate the local
community. Do you know what happened, Deputy
Speaker? One hundred thousand people in the former
Premier’s electorate lost their jobs. Keppel Prince was
the second biggest employer in that electorate.
We have now got the Liberal Prime Minister, who would
not know up or down — who would not know his
bottom from his head — saying that AGL needs to hold
back on closing the Liddell power station in 2022. We
then had the CEO of AGL, Andy Vesey, respond by
tweet to the Prime Minister, who obviously has not had a
really sensible conversation with him, ‘We’re getting out
of coal. We committed to the closure of the Liddell
power station in 2022, the end of its operating life’.
He also tweeted, ‘Offering 25 displaced Hazelwood
workers a job at Loy Yang is about supporting the local
community and economy’. I would suggest to those
opposite that they get on board with AGL, with this
government and with the Minister for Industry and
Employment, who is here now, and support their local
communities and economies and encourage the
displaced Hazelwood workers to work at Loy Yang.
Mr Vesey also went on to say, ‘Keeping old coal plants
open won’t deliver the reliable, affordable energy our
customers need’. That is what the CEO of AGL said —
and there is deafening silence over on the other side now.
There is no leadership from the Liberals on this issue at
all — none at all. We have got chaos and uncertainty
over energy from the Turnbull government. That is all
we have got. That is what their energy is going into.
They are going around in circles like a mad Tasmanian
devil chasing its tail, not actually knowing what is
going on in this state and not knowing the energy issues
that we are confronting. This government is doing
something about it. This government is investing
heavily in other energy supplies to ensure that there is
affordable energy in this state.
I also quote from the Victorian Council of Social
Service (VCOSS), who said:
This is bold, ambitious and important policymaking. It’s what
leadership looks like.
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They also go on to say that concerns around power
prices ‘shouldn’t be used by opponents of clean energy
to keep Victoria locked in the past’ and that:

With regard to baseload power, Mr Dyke went on to
say that it ‘depends on what minister you talk to’ as to
what they see as baseload energy for Victoria’s future.

Those calling for the abandonment of the VRET because of
any hardship it might cause to vulnerable people are missing
the point.

This whole issue is essentially an ideological quest by
this Labor government to move to renewable energy at
the cost of baseload power, at the cost of Victorian
consumers and indeed industry. Why, I ask you?
Because they are paranoid about losing inner-urban
votes to the Greens. It is that simple. None of this
makes any sense with regard to the policy settings of
this government. There is a simple matter of cause and
effect here. If you close down a power plant, prices will
rise. It is that simple. You have not replaced the 22 per
cent that has been lost with the closure of Hazelwood
with anything else. This is just simple economics, it is
simple supply and demand, yet they are trying to have
us believe that their inability to keep Hazelwood open
has not added to the cost of electricity in this state.

This government will look after people, and do you
know why? It is because that is what Labor
governments do. Labor governments look after people,
and they look after vulnerable people. We have created
250 000 jobs in this state since coming to power. Those
opposite can say, ‘You don’t like jobs’. I will tell you
what: we have created more jobs in a month than you
lot created in four years. We have got runs on the
board. Our actions speak far louder than your words.
Our actions are the proof of the pudding. Our actions
are the things that are going to help this state to grow, to
have affordable energy and to have a future, as opposed
to those opposite, who would not know the future if it
stared at them.
I would like to know: since when did those opposite
decide it was time for the Liberal Party to start interfering
in the business decisions of corporations? Since when
did they decide that they need to interfere with corporate
decisions? I would like to know from those opposite
what taxes they are going to enact to repair the
Hazelwood mine. What money are they going to put in?
What schools are they going to cut money from? What
hospitals are they going to cut money from? What roads
are they going to cut money from?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The member’s time
has expired.
Mr T. SMITH (Kew) — It is my pleasure to join
this matter of public importance as moved by the
member for Caulfield. It is apt that I follow the member
for Eltham, who made some extraordinary claims in her
less than, shall we say, accurate oration of some note
this afternoon. I remind the member for Eltham, and
indeed the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change, who is doing such a wonderful job on
behalf of, I suppose, inner-urban lefties — no-one
else — that the head of a major Labor-aligned union
said that:
… some Andrews government ministers still have their
‘heads in the sand’ about Hazelwood power station’s closure.
State secretary of the CFMEU’s Victorian mining division,
Geoff Dyke, is pushing for new lower emission brown coal
generators to be built, or for government to invest in
research so one of Victoria’s abundant resources can be
used in other ways.

The CFMEU are not, can I say, the natural friends of
the Liberal Party, but with regard to baseload energy
that keeps people in jobs in the Latrobe Valley and in
paper mills in Gippsland, the CFMEU and the Liberal
Party would appear to be in agreement with one another
that you need baseload power, that windmills and solar
panels are not the answer to the malaise afflicting our
baseload power industry in this state.
We are facing great challenges this summer. The
energy market operator has made it very clear that we
have a 10 per cent higher chance of blackout than South
Australia — 43 per cent, they would say. There is a
43 per cent chance that we will have a massive blackout
this summer. Where are we living? Are we living in
Victoria, the great home state of Sir John Monash who
gave this state abundant, cheap and reliable energy?
No, what we have now is an energy sector and indeed a
state government that quite frankly, to quote the
CFMEU of all people, have their heads in the sand.
This minister, quite frankly, is completely out of her
depth and does not understand these issues. She seems
to be of the view that we will increase energy supply
because of a legislated renewable energy target. That
bears no resemblance to fact. We have lost 22 per cent
of the sector. What is she doing to replace that 22 per
cent? She is saying that we have to have 40 per cent of
energy being generated by renewables by 2025. Well,
when I was in Gippsland recently GHD told me that the
only way they will reach their renewable energy target
by 2025 is by closing the Yallourn power plant. If we
lose Yallourn, that is another 20 per cent of our energy
grid gone.
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I say to the government: what are you doing? Silly Lily,
please listen to us. I know you go and talk to
businesses, but do you listen to them? Do you listen to
what they have to say, listen to them about their energy
bills, listen to consumers? There was a 7 per cent rise in
consumer energy bills in the March quarter. These are
the issues that matter to mainstream Victorians. It may
well be fine in Fitzroy North to sip a latte and not really
care about your energy bill because you can afford it.
But for all of us who are not climate change warriors,
who just want to have the lights kept on and not have
them go off in the peak of summer or in the depths of
winter, who just want to pay our energy bills at the
lowest possible price, who want industry to survive in
its current form and not have to lay off staff because it
cannot afford its energy bills, these are the issues that
Victorians want answers to.
At the moment the response from this government is
threefold. It is to, one, blame Canberra; two, say ‘Trust
us because we are going to have more wind turbines’,
and three, just hope for the best because there is not
really a problem here. There is a fourth — we might
import energy from Tasmania. Victoria has been a net
energy exporter for the best part of 50 years and the fact
that this once-proud state that has 400 years worth of
brown coal left in reserve is going to be reliant on states
like Tasmania for its energy future I think is pretty
embarrassing.
The Labor Party was once the party of workers. It was
once the party of cheap, free, reliable, accessible energy
that would keep people in manufacturing jobs and
would allow working families to keep the lights on. I
am afraid that the modern Labor Party has moved away
from its industrial core and indeed its mission to
advocate the issues of lower socio-economic areas. It is
those people, as the Victorian Council of Social Service
observed recently, who are bearing the brunt of the rise
in energy prices.
The fundamental contention for modern Labor is: does
it chase the inner-urban green vote that is consistently
concerned about climate change and interrelated
environmental issues or does it return to its
working-class core for cheap energy that will drive
manufacturing jobs, cheap energy that will enable
working families to pay energy bills? We have had
2000 disconnections in recent times of people who
simply cannot pay their bills because their bills have
exploded out of control since Hazelwood closed down.
We hear commentary from the government that it is not
their fault that Hazelwood closed, that it was a
commercial decision by a foreign-owned company.
There are a couple of points that have to be made about
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that and the point about the coal royalty being increased
substantially has been well made by other speakers. I
simply make this observation: it is the government’s
job at the end of the day to keep the lights on. You can
blame companies as much as you like, you can blame
the operator, you can do whatever you like, but you
made absolutely no effort, whether by government
investment or by any other mechanism, to keep the
doors of Hazelwood open.
The member for Caulfield made the correct observation
that there were at least three turbines at Hazelwood that
had a substantial amount of life left in them but no
effort was made to keep them operating. I think it is to
the government’s eternal shame that 22 per cent of our
energy grid disappeared on their watch. The simple fact
is that come election time they can make as many
excuses as they like. They can blame the French, they
can blame the feds, but they will never blame
themselves. The simple fact will be that the Victorian
people will blame them because it happened on their
watch. Twenty-two per cent of our grid evaporated
overnight and of course energy prices went up. Their
excuse, in fact their response, to fix that is that we are
going to have a few more wind turbines down on the
south coast. Well, that is not going to cut the mustard at
all because we have a baseload energy crisis in Victoria
that this government does not know how to fix.
I think the government will be severely punished by its
mainstream voter base in the outer suburbs and indeed
regional Victoria, because it is these people who are on
the front foot — indeed the front line — of having to
deal with this massive increase in energy prices. I can
assure you that it will be the Liberal and National
parties who will be reminding Victorians every single
day between now and the next election that this
happened on the Labor Party’s watch and that only the
Liberal and National parties believe in baseload power
by fossil fuels, by coal and by natural gas, and we are
the only people that can get downward pressure on
energy prices, put baseload power back into Victorian
energy policy and get rid of that ridiculous renewable
energy target.

DOMESTIC ANIMALS AMENDMENT
(RESTRICTED BREED DOGS) BILL 2017
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I was making a
contribution before the luncheon break on this
important bill, and I started my remarks by talking
about the importance of the committee system — the
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fact that you can have a committee system in place
where you can examine an issue, the committee best
endeavours to identify a pathway forward and therefore
you create legislation that comes before the house,
which is what is before the house today. I think it
demonstrates the fact that the committee system works
very effectively.
I also made an observation — a somewhat
embarrassing observation — before the lunchbreak that
I did a test on BuzzFeed to try and work out, ‘if you
were a dog, what dog would you be?’. Sadly for me it
turned out that I am a poodle, which I found somewhat
embarrassing. I had great aspirations that I would be a
working dog. I thought maybe a border collie would be
nice — maybe something with a bit of get up and go. A
kelpie would have been nice. But no, sadly according to
BuzzFeed — and I would encourage all members to
take the test — I am a poodle.
I also looked at the notion that the sort of pet you have
is the sort of person you are. I had a delightful Jack
Russell terrier many years ago, and I talked about the
characteristics of a Jack Russell terrier — barking,
mouthiness, needing plenty of exercise and interesting
things to do, all this trouble. So I thought that was
probably a fair epithet in relation to my own
temperament and disposition.
This is an important bill. I note also that there was
discussion about the payment and the fact that it has
been hypothecated to educate expectant parents,
preschoolers, school-aged students and adults on safe
and responsible dog ownership. I think that is a really
important issue. We know that sometimes younger
children can be a bit exuberant with animals, and they
do not necessarily know the risks or dangers,
particularly if an animal or dog is not used to young
children. As I understand it, in this particular program
they have been looking at working with preschools,
schools, hospitals and maternal and child health centres
in Victoria. I think that is a very worthy cause. I think it
is an important initiative.
As I have said on numerous occasions, I think the early
childhood space is a really important space to play. I
think that when we are able to look at encouraging
children to grow and nurture, it is really important. It
would be remiss of me not to acknowledge that today is
also national Early Childhood Educators Day, so I think
it is a wonderful opportunity to recognise the great
contribution that early childhood educators make in
educating our children. Apart from that earlier
confession — I did not want to take up much of the
house’s time — I think it is a good bill. It is an
important piece of legislation. It emphasises the
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important role the committee system plays in making
sure that this house works and works effectively and
that we have good legislation as a result. On that note, I
commend the bill to the house.
Ms RYAN (Euroa) — It is a pleasure to rise today to
speak on the Domestic Animals Amendment
(Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017. The bill that is
before the house is really quite a serious one. The issue
around trying to balance this legislation has been
difficult for many, many years, and this is the latest
iteration of it. The bill removes the prohibition on the
registration of keeping restricted breed dogs, and it
allows councils to actually register those dogs. In
Victoria there are five breeds of dogs that are restricted.
We have the fila Brasileiro, the Japanese tosa, the dogo
Argentino, which is also known as the Argentinian
fighting dog, the perro de presa Canario and of course
the one that causes perhaps the most contention in
Victoria, the American pit bull.
I have to say at the outset that I do not believe pit bulls
in particular should be allowed in our state. That is the
view that this legislation has traditionally supported.
When the act was amended back in 2010 by the then
Brumby government, the purpose of those amendments
was to ensure that the pit bull breed in particular would
be bred out of existence in Victoria. That is a position
that the coalition government continued to support.
When Joe Helper removed those amendments back in
2010 after yet another horrific dog attack, the
government put in place a two-year amnesty to enable
people to actually register their restricted breed dogs.
That was done in light of the fact that the government
recognised that people already did own these dogs, but
they wanted them to be housed under appropriate
conditions and to be controlled in a manner where they
would not present a danger to society. So I think those
amendments which were introduced in 2010 really
reflected the fact that we understood that pit bulls in
particular had become too much of a risk to society.
I go back to Hugh Wirth’s comments at the time of that
attack, and I know that the Leader of the Opposition
also mentioned them. At the time when a small dog was
killed and a man was injured — the attack that
precipitated those 2010 changes — Hugh Wirth
actually described pit bulls as ‘time bombs waiting for
the right circumstances’. He said:
The American pit bull terrier is lethal because it was a breed
that was developed purely for dog fighting, in other words
killing the opposition. They should never have been allowed
into the country. They are an absolute menace.

I will come back to his quote that is around the fact that
they are a breed developed purely for dog fighting. This
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issue has been at the crux of this debate and of the
effectiveness of this legislation, but it is important to
understand the context around the many amendments
that have been made to this legislation.
In 2011, as other speakers have said, we had the tragic
death of Ayen Chol. I was working as a senior media
adviser for the then minister for agriculture at that point
in time. Receiving the phone call about Ayen Chol’s
death is something I will never forget. It was one of
those moments where you feel quite shaken, and it was
the most tragic set of circumstances. That little girl
should never, ever have been put in the situation where
her own home was invaded by a pit bull. She was
clinging to her mother’s leg and fatally mauled to death.
It was absolutely horrific and sparked further action
from the government of the day. We then made
changes to the Crimes Act 1958, to drastically increase
the penalties surrounding dog attacks and to ensure that
owners would be held accountable under the Crimes
Act if their dog attacked people. As part of that we also
drastically shortened the two-year amnesty to ensure
that anybody who had a restricted breed dog that was
not registered and desexed would face having their dog
put down.
The Leader of The Nationals in his contribution
mentioned that this is one of the most amended pieces
of legislation we have. That is because governments
have tried over many years to strike the right balance.
That was again acknowledged by the Economy and
Infrastructure Committee, which undertook the
investigation that actually precipitated the legislation
that we have before us today. Its report notes that:
… during the course of the inquiry there were differing, and
sometimes conflicting, viewpoints presented by various
stakeholders.

I have to say that that sums up the many years of this
debate. In short, it is a very vexed issue, and people
fundamentally have different views about whether or
not restricted breed legislation works. One of the
reasons why opinion is so divided is that it is very
difficult to determine the identity of a pit bull through
genetic testing.
This is where I return to the comments of Hugh Wirth
when he said that the pit bull was bred for dog fighting.
In other words, the pit bull is a mongrel. It is not actually
a defined breed, which means that when you undertake
genetic testing you cannot conclusively say that the dog
is a pit bull. As a consequence of that we now have a
scenario where it is quite open for people to contest
council rulings about whether or not a dog is a pit bull.
We attempted to resolve that issue through the
introduction of the restricted breed standard which gives
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physical classifications for pit bulls for councils to use
and say, ‘This dog meets a certain percentage of those
physical characteristics, and therefore it is a pit bull’.
Fundamentally the pit bull is not a breed; it is a dog that
has been bred to have particular physical characteristics
of various other breeds, and it has been bred specifically
with the purpose of fighting. It is for that reason I firmly
believe the pit bull does not have a place in Victoria and
should not have a place in Victoria, because it has been
bred for a very, very specific purpose.
I note that a number of members in the house today
have talked about the merits of responsible dog
ownership versus restricted breed legislation and the
difficulties in finding the balance, because from many
people’s perspectives it is often the owner and not the
dog that is at fault. I think in many cases there is a lot of
truth in that, but I have to say that when it comes to pit
bulls I do not believe it is about the owner. I believe the
dog has inherent characteristics for which it is bred
which are about fighting and attacking. We do not need
to see any more lives lost in this state as a result of
those dogs being on the loose.
I do appreciate the difficulties the government is trying
to resolve. The committee recommended this change to
legislation to enable councils to overcome what has
presented them with significant difficulties in terms of
being dragged to VCAT and the cost burden on
ratepayers and the like. At the end of the day I think
when it comes to these dogs, as Hugh Wirth said, they
should not have been allowed into the country. We now
need to make sure that this legislation is enforced
properly so that the standards which still exist around
the keeping of these dogs are properly policed and
properly maintained to ensure we do not see any more
tragic loss of life. With those comments, the opposition
is not opposing this bill, but I do put on the record that I
think this legislation needs to be dealt with very
carefully. It is not a joke. I appreciate that dogs can be a
fertile field for jokes, but this legislation really is very
important, and it is important to make sure we get that
balance right.
Mr HOWARD (Buninyong) — I am pleased to add
my comments to the debate on the Domestic Animals
Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017. As we
have heard from other speakers, we know about the
issues surrounding dangerous dogs, issues like when
dogs have been out in public areas and have attacked
young children or adults, or in domestic situations when
dogs have attacked visitors to properties or even the
owners themselves. It is a very concerning matter and
one that a government needs to do all it can to address.
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We know this is initially a matter of owners taking
responsibility for their dogs and ensuring that their dogs
are properly trained when they are young so that they
are not likely to threaten other individuals. I looked at
this issue over many years when I was Parliamentary
Secretary for Agriculture — I was closely involved for
a number of years while working with former Minister
for Agriculture Joe Helper and former members Bob
Cameron and Keith Hamilton in trying to find a way of
ensuring the public could feel safe.
It was clear that there are some dogs that have the
potential to be more dangerous than others. Eventually
we identified five breeds of dog that people have noted
before — including the Japanese tosa, the fila
Brasileiro, the dogo Argentino and the presa Canario —
as dogs that are pretty rare here but that are clearly bred
for fighting. We indicated that those dogs should not be
able to be brought into the country or bred here. The
dog breed that has attracted the most attention is the
American pit bull terrier. As a result of a number of
very awful dog attacks involving pit bulls the
government was clearly called to act.
It is difficult to outlaw a breed of dog because, as we
have heard, there is no easy way to determine whether a
dog is a pit bull terrier, just looks like a pit bull terrier or
is a similar terrier. So we have had to put a series of
descriptors in place to try to identify these dogs, but we
are clear that these dogs should no longer be bred and no
longer brought into the country. But there is the question
of what you do with the dogs that are already here. I
heard from a number of owners of pit bull terriers who
told me that they have been much maligned and that,
really, they are lovely dogs to have as pets. Some of the
owners of these dogs swear they are terrific pets to have
and should not be declared dangerous.
The issue, however, is that we know that many dogs did
get out as the result of the carelessness of their owners.
We know that owners can be careless, and so we have
put in place a series of restrictions, particularly through
the legislation in 2010, whereby we have enabled
councils to determine these particular breeds as
dangerous dogs. It also may be that other dogs come to
the attention of councils when they have attacked or
threatened to attack individuals, and the councils have
determined that those dogs be noted as dangerous too.
When a dog is determined as dangerous, it has to be
housed appropriately in very restrictive conditions. We
know that the owners of restricted breed dogs such as
pit bulls are required to have appropriate signage on
their property to identify that there is a pit bull on the
site. They have to have the dog clearly microchipped
and desexed so that we do not have the issue of new
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dogs being bred. It is mandatory for the dog to wear a
collar and, if it is out in public, it has to be on a leash
with a muzzle.
We have set in place very clear guidelines. If owners do
not follow those guidelines, then it does result in a
threat to their dog, so the dog could be taken and may
have to be destroyed if it attacks again. We do not want
that to happen. We do not want people to be harmed by
dogs. We want everybody to feel safe on the streets,
whether it be from dogs or whether it be from a whole
range of other potential dangers out there. The
government takes a whole range of actions to try to
ensure people can feel comfortable.
This legislation particularly addresses that issue that
was still unclear regarding what you do with those dogs
that are out there in the community that are identified as
restricted breeds. We do not want them put down
unnecessarily, but we want to ensure that we do not
increase their number. As these dogs die we will
eventually have none of these dog breeds about, but in
the meantime we have allowed them to be kept under
clear registration guidelines, as indicated by the
recommendations of the Standing Committee on the
Economy and Infrastructure that looked at this issue.
We have also noted that there are other issues with dogs
such as guard dogs that have been used on
non-residential properties. We know that there are dogs
that people train to be aggressive so that if anybody
does threaten those particular properties that have
nobody living on them over weekends or at night, these
dogs will help to keep those properties protected. But
when those guard dogs are retired, there needs to be a
clear strategy in place to again recognise that these dogs
should be deemed dangerous. They need to be housed
appropriately so that the community continues to be
safe. It sets in place the clear guidelines the councils
will follow in instructing people in regard to that.
The bill also notes that there is a payment system for
registering cats and dogs. With the first adjustment since
2010 the cost to be contributed back to the state
government will be $4 per dog or cat. That money will
be going towards a fund that supports world-class
education programs to ensure that, for example,
expectant parents know how best to treat a dog that may
be a pet, because once a child comes into the family, the
dog may act differently. Expectant parents need to be
aware of these training issues or the potential threats so
they can plan accordingly. Preschool and school-aged
children can also be educated about safety with dogs, and
we can have programs in regard to responsible dog
ownership further enhanced with this funding that can be
collected from these registration fees.
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This is very sensible legislation. It ensures that we are
clear about these restricted breeds. We do not want
them to exist in our state after a period of time. But we
want to ensure that those that are here do not need to be
put down unnecessarily. If the owners want to keep
them, they need to have them registered and housed
appropriately under appropriate conditions so that
community can feel safe. It always behoves anybody
who owns a dog to understand the issues and the
responsibilities that go with dog ownership.
Dogs can be fantastic pets, as we know. Certainly my
son loves his dog, and our whole family loves the dog
also — it is a great member of our family. You need to
know that when you have a dog, you need to treat it well.
You need to understand how dogs operate so you can
treat behaviour that may be inappropriate at times. So it
is important that we provide a range of training programs
or education programs for dog owners to ensure that they
understand these things and in a range of ways ensure
that message gets out there to the community.
I am pleased that the opposition is supportive of this
legislation. It is very sensible. It is not life-changing,
but clearly it ties down issues that were still uncertain
around restricted breed dogs.
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I am very
pleased to contribute to the Domestic Animals
Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017. I note
the comment of a former Australian Prime Minister
who suggested that if you wanted a friend in politics,
buy a dog. Outside the political arena there are numbers
of people who have taken the choice to buy a
companion animal and to raise them. The role of dogs
in the welfare and wellbeing of many people in the
community is of the highest importance.
The bill before the house implements a
recommendation of the parliamentary inquiry into
legislative and regulatory framework relating to
restricted breed dogs to remove the prohibition on the
keeping of restricted breed dogs in Victoria and to
allow councils to register these dogs and to make
related miscellaneous amendments to the Domestic
Animals Act 1994.
I do note areas of concern in relation to the bill, and the
coalition have cracked down on pit bulls since the 2011
death of toddler Ayen Chol. The coalition government
ended an amnesty which the previous Brumby
government had commenced and began enforcing laws
which prevented registration of restricted breed dogs.
This bill winds back the tough laws in response to
pressure from groups and owners opposed to the
prohibition on registering restricted breed dogs and the
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subsequent destruction of seized unregistered restricted
breed dogs.
Another area of concern relates to the increase in the
amount collected from dog and cat registrations, which
will result in an additional $1.2 million, approximately,
being received by the state. Under existing legislative
arrangements this funding must be directed to
responsible animal ownership programs. The
opposition calls on the Andrews government to ensure
that this funding goes to where it is intended and not
into Treasury coffers.
In 2010 I made representations to the City of Bayside
on behalf of a local constituent who lived in Morley
Crescent in Highett. She was the owner of a
seven-year-old female beagle-cocker cross named Ruby
who at the time was very well loved by the neighbours
in the unit complex and visited the owner of the front
unit daily. Other neighbours in the complex regularly
took the dog for walks, and the dog was regarded as a
communal dog within the body corporate precinct. My
constituent was not aware at the time that her dog could
not move freely within the confines of the unit
development without being on a lead. The other unit
owners I represented to the council at the time were
happy to confirm that the dog was friendly, well cared
for and loved by other residents. The local council
officer had also met the dog.
On a Sunday shortly before Christmas in 2010 the dog,
Ruby, made her usual visit to the front unit to greet
their neighbour and went outside the confines of the
property. Sadly, unfortunately, she was observed by a
neighbour who was fearful of the dog and subsequently
made a complaint to the council. The complaining
neighbour apparently shouted, ‘Get that ferocious dog
off the street … it’s going to attack me’, as Ruby was in
fact performing, as described by my constituent, circles
of joy for around 30 seconds.
My constituent claims the dog was under her control
the whole time and kept stressing that the dog, which
had always been registered, was obedient and that the
apprehension of the neighbour was due to concerns that
were not well grounded and not well founded. My
constituent ended up being fined heavily under the
circumstances, being on a pension income.
Representations were made to the local council and, as
I recall, a constructive outcome was achieved for this
dog owner who loved her companion animal to a very
high degree.
On another occasion my office had occasion to make
representations on behalf of another Highett resident
who had been fined in circumstances where her dog,
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one of three dogs, had escaped from a well-fenced
property. The dogs had never escaped previously. This
particular lady had worked at the local veterinary
hospital for over 10 years in charge of new owner
puppy classes, and this work involved training owners
and their dogs in a range of disciplines, including basic
dog obedience, caring and training, exercise and dog
walking, responsible dog ownership and council
by-laws, and what is expected of dog owners in the
community environment. So this lady had a very
comprehensive understanding of dog welfare, dog
wellbeing, dog obedience, dog fitness and even council
by-laws. We have some well-informed dog owners in
Highett. This lady was supported in fact by
Dr Sherlock, a respected vet in the district who noted
that she was well versed in all the issues, having been a
dog owner all her life, that her animals were well cared
for and well fed, and that she promoted the principles of
responsible dog ownership to many new owners and
practised what she preached.
She had been fined heavily for having a dog on the
street. On this particular day she had the care of a
friend’s dog, a fox terrier. The owner regularly left his
dog with her when he went on holiday and when strong
winds and thunderstorms were forecast, which was the
reason the dog had been left with her on this occasion.
Unfortunately on this occasion the dog had taken fright,
pushed his way through the trellis fence and then made
his way under a small gap under the second gate which
enabled him to exit the property.
There were representations on the part of my office that
consideration be given in relation to leniency regarding
penalties that might otherwise be applied, taking into
account over 40 years of responsible dog ownership in
Bayside and her level of care and responsibility in the
area of dog ownership. It was sought on her behalf that
the fine might be waived. Unfortunately in that
particular instance the council, whilst they
acknowledged that she was a dedicated and responsible
pet owner with many years of experience caring for
pets, indicated it was her responsibility to provide a
situation from which the dog could not escape, and they
therefore decided to decline to withdraw the fine. In law
there is a matter of equity and there is also the element
of chancery. Unfortunately in this particular case of my
constituent the strict letter of the law was applied.
There are numbers of other keen dog owners and dog
groups in the Sandringham electorate as well. One
constituent, Ms Hourigan, has been a very strong
advocate for improving facilities for dog owners and dog
walkers, and there are good things that can be undertaken
on behalf of responsible dog owners to improve the
environment. Under the Bayside council’s open space
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strategy and the domestic animal management plan
(DAMP), local residents had sought the construction of
additional facilities for dog walkers in the local area.
Unfortunately the council had not seen their way forward
to provide those facilities. But according to a particular
source under the acronym DAMP:
Research undertaken for the publication Australians and
Their Pets: The Facts highlights the considerable body of
research that demonstrates the significant health and
wellbeing benefits associated with owning a pet:
people who own pets typically visit the doctor less often
and use less medication —

they have ‘lower cholesterol and lower blood pressure’
and they ‘recover more quickly from illness and
surgery’ —
pet owners show lower levels of the risk factors
associated with heart disease;
pets have been shown to greatly increase quality of life
for the elderly including reduced tension, fatigue and
confusion and increased feelings of enthusiasm, interest
and inspiration; and
self-esteem has been shown to be higher in children or
adolescents who have had a pet.

On the basis of their advocacy they are keen to ensure
both that there is responsible dog ownership and that
dog owners have the chance to look after their breed.
I have got another constituent, by the name of Bronwyn
Casey, who has been an outstanding advocate for the
care of animals and reduced regulatory compliance on
the part of dog owners in relation to particular breeds.
They exercise a highly diligent level of skilled care,
attention and responsibility and do not wish to be
burdened by undue government compliance.
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — Thank you,
Speaker, for being in the chair on my behalf. I am
pleased to make a contribution on the Domestic
Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs)
Bill 2017. I recall speaking on a similar amendment bill
to this one back in 2015. I note the comments from the
member for Mornington in relation to the importance of
owning a dog and how that can actually save millions
of dollars in the annual health budget in Australia,
because there has been research that shows that if
people actually own pets, there are enormous benefits
from that. As the member for Mornington mentioned,
some of those include a decrease in blood pressure and
cholesterol. After sitting through the matter of public
importance this afternoon, I think some members of
Parliament definitely need to own a dog.
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I think that this particular bill before us today is an
important one. I remember when the terrible events of
2011 happened and we had the terrible instance of a
young child being killed by an unregistered pit bull
terrier. That of course instigated the initial Domestic
Animals Act 1994 to be changed, and there were a lot
of emotions around at the time in relation to that.
No-one wants to see a child killed by a dog; no-one
wants to see a child killed at all.

appropriate behaviour and what is inappropriate
behaviour. I think I said in my speech back in 2015 that
dogs are a little bit like humans in that respect. They
can bear a very similar family resemblance to each
other and to their breed but may have completely
different personalities, and I think that is an important
point to make because I know that restricted breed dogs
may look mean and may look aggressive, but their
personalities may not be that way.

So the bill that was originally passed when this event
happened was a little bit of a kneejerk reaction in a
sense, and it did have some serious problems. Some of
those problems were relayed to me by some of my
constituents who owned particular breeds of dogs that
were not necessarily purebred pit bull terriers but did
have the resemblance of pit bull terriers and were being
seized by local council officers because they bore that
resemblance, despite in fact being very much loved
family pets that had shown no signs of aggression or
indeed of wandering at large.

This is an important piece of legislation particularly in
relation to the retirement of guard dogs. We know that
guard dogs are trained for that purpose of being
aggressive when it needs to happen, but they still have
that status of dangerous dogs. Under the Domestic
Animals Act a guard dog refers to a dog kept ‘for the
purpose of guarding non-residential premises’. It is the
intention of this bill that, once deemed dangerous, the
dog will always be deemed dangerous, but it also
clarifies this by ensuring that owners of guard dogs who
have retired their dog from guard duties must continue
to register their dog as dangerous for its lifetime.

We needed to make some changes, and the bill of
course in 2015 was referred to a parliamentary
committee, which was an important step. The
parliamentary inquiry that was conducted by the
Standing Committee on the Economy and
Infrastructure made some recommendations to keep
other restrictions related to the ownership and
management of restricted breed dogs. This bill before
us today actually fulfils a commitment that this
government made to allow for the registration of
restricted breed dogs in Victoria, including the
American pit bull terrier and others that have been
named, while also retaining other protective measures.
This is important because there was absolutely a need,
as I mentioned, to balance the benefit of owning a dog,
which we know is significant, with protecting the
community from dangerous dogs and indeed from
irresponsible dog owners. There is also a significant
need to protect some of those dogs that may be in
danger of being euthanased when the moratorium ends
on 30 September this year.
As a mother of four children and having owned dogs
throughout my life and indeed throughout their lives
and still being the owner of two very naughty little
dogs — one not so little — Dora and Jesse, I think it is
important that we teach our children from a very early
age to respect dogs, to be responsible owners and to
train our dogs to actually understand and socialise with
young children and indeed with adults. Those early
days of a puppy’s life are just like a human baby’s life
in those early days. They learn so much. They learn
about interacting with people. They learn about what is

It also increases the existing payment to the Treasurer
in relation to dogs and cats. This payment has not been
increased since 2010. This is important because that
money actually goes to the education of parents and
children, particularly preschool and school-aged
children, on dog safety and responsible dog ownership.
I think there is nothing more important that we can do
as a community than to educate our young children
about how to respect, understand and appreciate, but
also love, their dogs.
This bill is making sure that we keep our community
safe, but at the same time we have in place measures that
protect families. It is also about making sure that we still
have those measures in place to make absolutely certain
that we do not have dangerous dogs on our streets.
Determining whether a dog is a pit bull is a tricky thing.
If a dog is declared a pit bull, then only the moratorium
that is currently in place has prevented it from being
euthanased by councils, which administer and operate
this. As I said, the moratorium ends in September this
year. This amendment is important because it means that
a restricted breed dog will not be euthanased but needs to
be kept under strict conditions. That means that councils
will not be put in a position where they have to seize and
euthanase a dog which is declared a pit bull but might
also be a well-trained dog and a very much loved family
pet. It also makes the point that anyone found breeding
or importing pit bulls or other restricted breeds faces
significant fines and potentially jail.
Community safety is a high priority for this
government. We do not want dangerous dogs and
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restricted breeds threatening or attacking other pets or
people. We do not want these vicious dogs in Victoria.
I know that with time the ban on breeding, trading and
importing restricted breeds like pit bulls means there
will be fewer of these dogs in Victoria. But educating
our children about dogs is also crucial. Responsible pet
ownership programs in our kindergartens and schools
are the appropriate way to educate our young people
around dog ownership, and expanding those programs
is an important part of this legislation.
Growing up with a dog is an important part of family
life. There is no doubt about that. I have owned dogs
that have lived to 17 and 18 years of age. Having them
for that long, particularly when they are growing up
with your children, means that they do very much
become part of your family, and it is heartbreaking
when you lose them. It is also the same with any other
pets as well, whether it be a cat, and indeed at the
moment we have a pig called Derek, and it will be very
sad when Derek leaves the farm.
In considering these amendments, it is important to note
the difference between the definitions of a dangerous
dog and a restricted breed dog. Dangerous dogs are
dogs of any breed and are ones that have been involved
in a serious attack and declared dangerous by a local
council. Restricted breed dogs are dogs of specific
breeds. Restricted breed dogs that have been involved
in an attack can also be declared a dangerous dog. So it
is a very fine line. Any dog can be aggressive. I know
that my little Jack Russell, Jessie, is far more aggressive
than my Rhodesian ridgeback, Dora, who is about five
or six times her size. I am often mindful of the fact that
when people come to the door it is Jessie that makes
more noise and looks more aggressive than Dora.
I am very pleased that this bill is before the house. I
think these amendments will make a big difference. It is
important to educate our children as they grow up to
learn about dogs. I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms HENNESSY
(Minister for Health).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

GAME MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY
AMENDMENT BILL 2017
Introduction and first reading
Received from Council.
Read first time on motion of Mr WALSH (Murray
Plains).
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BUDGET PAPERS 2017–18
Debate resumed from 22 August; motion of
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport):
That this house takes note of the 2017–18 budget papers.

Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) — I think I have
already used up some of my 15 minutes. I note to the
deputy chair of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee that I have had some significant discussion
on these areas, so, I think mercifully for the house, I
will be relatively brief on the highlights of the budget.
When I was interrupted in my previous contribution I
was discussing the multicultural affairs portfolio, but I
would now like to turn my attention to the impact that
this budget has on my local community. All of us in
this place are truly fortunate to have the honour of
representing the community who elect us to this place,
and we all have a duty to ensure the best representation
and the best allocation of resources. My own
communities have a number of significant initiatives in
this budget, and particularly I would make note of the
investment in a new high school for Preston. This is at
the site of the former Preston Girls Secondary College,
which closed under the former government. There were
some complex reasons why it closed, but the school did
close. There is a $5 million investment to allow this
school to reopen, and this is very welcomed by the
community. I would particularly like to pay tribute to
the High School for Preston group, a group that has
been tirelessly advocating for the return of education at
the site and is particularly interested, as its name would
suggest, in creating a co-ed high school, which is a
change from the tradition of the site but I think is one
that has been embraced by the community.
There is also funding for Newlands Primary School in
West Preston. Newlands lies on the western edge of my
electorate, on Elizabeth Street, where there is a small
sliver of North Coburg and West Preston that is
serviced by that community. There is $754 000 to be
spent in the next financial year to refurbish that school,
a badly needed investment. I would note that as a
school it is achieving excellent results for students and
has a very dedicated group of staff and parents who
serve the community well. There is also a major
upgrade for the Reservoir police station.
I will briefly return to multicultural affairs, because, as I
was saying previously, the proportion of persons born
overseas has increased. When I appeared before the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee I was
discussing how the proportion of overseas-born
Victorians was increasing. In fact it has increased by
over 28 per cent; I think the previous number was
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26.2 per cent. A very significant period of migration is
being undertaken, and this poses significant challenges
for any society. It is important to emphasise the strength
of multiculturalism and diversity and how the values of
inclusiveness have served our community well. The
budget supports the Victorian. And Proud of It
multicultural statement and campaign, which is about
promoting the Victorian values statement and the
shared sense of belonging, respect, acceptance and
contribution which underpins multiculturalism. That
work which was previously announced is supported by
initiatives within the budget.
There is also, as I was referring to, $21.8 million for
interpreting services. I will admit a bias because my
wife, although not practising as a translator/interpreter,
is in fact a qualified interpreter and translator. Those
who work in this area provide a vital conduit between
people, particularly between newly arrived migrants
and those who are more elderly. One of the facts of life
for all of us is that cognitive capacity will decline with
age. Elderly persons who have come to Australia with a
different language will often revert to their mother
tongue, even if they have learnt English subsequently
within Australia and in other jurisdictions. This creates
fundamental issues about equality of access to services.
Interpreting services have had a long history in
Victoria, but the view of the government — and I think
it is a well-formed view — is that a significant
investment in interpreting services will be
advantageous for the ability of our diverse, and
increasingly more diverse, society to access services
across government, and that the quality of those
services is improved. I do not want to get into a
discussion about the various qualifications of the
National Accreditation Authority for Translators and
Interpreters, but there are people who are not
professionally qualified but para-professionally
qualified by circumstance of who is available are
providing services where the consequences can be very
severe. I note the Minister for Health is sitting beside
me, and within health services this is a significant issue.
Although it is something that is not encouraged by the
government, there are examples where those who are
not qualified — the medical staff — will be used as
temporary interpreters, often in circumstances that are
fundamentally risky for the clinical outcomes of the
persons involved. I think we should all be cognisant
that this is a serious matter and that there are a series of
ethical issues, particularly in relation to health, that
arise about the utilisation often of family members as
well to provide interpreting services when in other
circumstances we would not provide those medical
details as of right to family members without the
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express permission of the person who has been
receiving treatment.
In relation to someone who comes from a
non-English-speaking background and has limited
ability in English — often, as I said, either because they
are a newly arrived migrant or they are someone of
more elderly years who is reverting to the use of their
mother tongue as their primary means of
communication — we should be ensuring that they
have fair access to services. There are also ethical
considerations, particularly in justice and in medical
services, that need to be maintained and improved.
There is also $2 million for a new Migrant Workers
Centre, which is addressing issues. I will not name
companies, but there have been significant issues in the
media about areas of exploitation and vulnerable
workers, particularly from migrant backgrounds. That is
something the government is significantly concerned
about. I think it is a fundamental tenet. I know we often
disagree about areas of industrial relations and
employment law, but those opposite and the government
share the idea that there should not be subcultures of
persons who effectively exist outside the regulatory
norms. That is something I would hope we would all
agree should not be the case. We might fight about what
those norms are, but these people should have
fundamental access to the same rights and understanding
of those rights as everyone else in the society.
It is also important to note there are large numbers of
persons coming from overseas who are here
temporarily, and that creates issues within a
multicultural and diverse community about the
exercising of people’s rights. Australian rights can often
be significantly more fulsome than the rights in the
jurisdictions from which people have come.
As I mentioned earlier, there is also funding to
implement the Victorian. And Proud of It multicultural
policy statement. There is also importantly — and I
know this has been picked up by many speakers,
particularly in the debate we had in relation to the former
member for Northcote — $9 million in funding over four
years to strengthen and build capacity in family violence
services for culturally diverse communities.
I will briefly say that this is also a very important area,
because there is significant over-representation from
certain communities. It is something that we want to
handle carefully, but we have to address the fact as a
society that for some of our diverse multicultural
communities there is an over-representation in family
violence. For example, there is very strong advocacy
within the Indian community to seek to address family
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violence. There is a very strong culture, particularly
within Indian women’s groups, to work towards
improving goodwill in those communities.
We are keen to support those working in multicultural
communities and service providers, inTouch being a
primary service provider for multicultural communities,
to ensure that services exist to address family violence,
but more importantly that we change and confront
cultural attitudes which fundamentally give licence to
family violence. There is no excuse within a society for
a cultural construct to fuel violence against women,
children or other vulnerable people within the family.
There is no leave pass to anyone in the society from the
rule of law. In this community — and I think this is
shared across the table — we do not accept in any
cultural context that family violence has a legitimate
place in our society.
In terms of finance, I will make a couple of brief
comments. These matters were canvassed significantly in
the hearings of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee, but I would note at a high level a couple of
important elements of investments which have been
made from WorkSafe. These are not investments in the
general government sector but they have an effect on the
state. I take the view that the budget is really the state of
Victoria as a whole. We can make an accounting
standards argument about the elements of it, but the
whole state as a more general concept exists and expends
funds on behalf of the community, particularly funding
like the rebate that is being provided for quad bikes.
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With the Minister for Health here, I would also note
that there is an expanded WorkHealth program.
Ms Hennessy — There is.
Mr SCOTT — WorkHealth was effectively wound
down under the former government. This is a different
program than was announced under the former Labor
government, during which WorkHealth was first rolled
out. It was particularly focused on preventative health
checks. That was a successful program, but had been
effectively a very large-scale rollout.
The view that was formed — and there was a very
successful working group established under the
leadership of Todd Harper, which involved unions and
business, particularly people such as the Australian
Industry Group and others — was to focus on mental
injury and the risk posed by mental injury in the
workplace, particularly on what supports could be
provided to business and employees to ensure that
people do not become injured, because once a mental
injury has occurred in a workplace it is very difficult. In
fact statistically it is very difficult, compared to other
forms of injury, to return to work. Preventive work
focusing on reducing mental injuries, I think, is a very
wise investment, and it is certainly an area of strong
focus for WorkSafe and strong focus for the
government as a public sector employer, because it is a
significant issue for the public sector.

Quad bikes, as members may be aware, are greatly
over-represented in accidents, particularly on farms,
where their utilisation has been found to kill and injure
both the young and the elderly. These people are not
statistics. I know as Minister for Finance and members
across the aisle would know that when you have these
responsibilities you are confronted with the real-life
stories of people who have been killed or seriously
injured.

I will finalise by saying that another element — and I
could go one further — is in the return of the Greener
Government Buildings program. This is effectively
investments, often as part of refurbishments, in
infrastructure to ensure lower energy costs. The return
on investment can literally be 12 to 20 per cent for these
investments. One of my duties as Minister for Finance
is responsibility for the state’s insurers and
superannuation funds. In other areas of investment we
would love to get those sorts of returns, so these are
good returns.

Quad bike tales are particularly tragic and often involve
children. The nature of quad bikes without effective
safety protection is that there is a very significant
chance on uneven ground of quad bikes effectively
rolling over. Quad bikes often weigh more than
500 kilos, and the impact on the human body of such a
rollover is devastating. We have unambiguously had a
view — and we have worked with the Victorian
Farmers Federation — that we need to ensure that there
are fewer quad bike accidents. I would like to pay
tribute to WorkSafe for the work that they have
undertaken and the leadership that they have shown on
quad bikes.

There is a small short-term hit on the balance sheet, but
the returns are fantastic, and there is another spin-off
benefit, which is that, of course, the investments reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. So it has an environmental
benefit, but from a strict financial perspective these are
very sound investments which return very high returns
for the invested funds. There is a small impact. We
invested both in the general government sector in this
budget and previously outside the general government
sector within government. In previous budgets we
made an investment in this program, and in this budget
we are making an investment in it, which again will
benefit the community and ensure that our energy usage
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is more efficient, and there will also be a significant
financial return. I will leave it at that.
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — I am pleased to have
this opportunity to make some comments on the
take-note motion on the Appropriation (2017–2018)
Bill 2017. Indeed it is probably better late than never
because it seems like a very long time ago that the
Treasurer stood up in this place. It is ironic that the
Minister for Finance, who of course has a significant
role in the preparation of the budget, and I are speaking
at the very tail end of the process, having spent
certainly hundreds and potentially 1000 hours involved.
Indeed after budget week and after the estimates
hearings, which this year extended beyond the passage
of the bill in this house, there was certainly a degree of
process fatigue, but I am pleased to have the
opportunity to make some comments now.
As a local member there is not really a whole lot to be
said about this budget. As I have done for most of the
time I have been in the Parliament, one of the first
things I did when the budget went online was to get all
the PDFs and roll them into one big PDF. Then I started
searching for ‘Mornington’, and yes, there are a couple
of appearances, mostly with ‘Peninsula’ added after
it — sewage treatment works at Somers, for example,
which is well outside my electorate. In terms of the
Mornington electorate, nothing — not a cracker. So I
thought I would try ‘Mount Martha’ — nothing. I tried
‘Mount Eliza’ — nothing. I tried ‘Moorooduc’ — a
remote chance of that, but I thought it was worth a try.
Unfortunately all those searches were in vain because
there is not one new initiative, not one new project, in
this budget for the Mornington electorate — no
improvement in services, no improvement in
infrastructure. In that respect it is a typical Labor
budget — plenty of noise and a plethora of self-serving
claims but no substance and certainly no contribution to
my local community at all.
Despite the sympathetic words of the Minister for
Education — somewhat empty sympathy,
unfortunately — there is no money for Osborne
Primary School. There is no money for Mornington
Special Developmental School (SDS), and I think the
plans for, originally, the relocation of Mornington SDS,
which we hope will no longer proceed, go back to
former Minister Pike. They have been expecting
something to happen every budget now for a very, very
long time. As I say, I am pleased the Minister for
Education is sympathetic — he makes the right
noises — but unfortunately he does not do very much
to actually deal with the issues that require sympathy in
the first place.
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From the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, I have
got to say we got neither funding nor sympathy. There
was no funding for urgently needed works or safety
upgrades needed for the corner of Bungower Road and
Nepean Highway in Mornington, no funding for works
on Uralla Road and Nepean Highway in Mount Martha,
near the Balcombe Creek bridge, and no funding for
works for Forest Drive and Nepean Highway — that is
an intersection that I know has been on the minister’s
radar since 2015; I know because I put it there, and we
still have no funding for that intersection.
There is no funding for the much-needed pedestrian
crossing on Main Street. Some figures have
14 000 vehicles a day using Main Street, but there is
still no pedestrian crossing. At the southern end of Main
Street people are expected to race across between the
cars. There is no money for speed reduction devices
outside Balcombe Grammar School. Of course this
minister claimed that Balcombe Grammar School is not
on the Nepean Highway. If he looked up the school —
if he looked it up in the phone book or looked it up on
the internet — he would find that in fact the street
address is Nepean Highway, Mount Martha, and
Nepean Highway, Mount Martha, at that point is
80 kilometres an hour. He expects schoolkids to dash
across the road to the buses on the other side without
the protection of a school speed limit zone in the area.
Of course this is the minister who does seem
incapable of funding any works anywhere in the state
unless someone else is paying for it, so I am not
surprised. His signature project, indeed his sole
project, as we will recall, is the western distributor,
which was supposed to be shovel ready — remember
that? — in December 2014.
Two and half years later, almost three years later, not
much has happened. The whole thing is yet to start.
There has been a lot of noise — we are now on the
third title for the project — but absolutely nothing has
happened. The only thing we know for sure is that the
government will not be paying for it. It will be the
long-suffering commuters from the south-east, the
long-suffering commuters on the Monash, people
from my electorate and indeed people from the
minister’s electorate that will be paying for this piece
of infrastructure, which is intended to serve the people
of the western suburbs. I make no comment about the
need to serve the people of the western suburbs — that
is beyond doubt — but to expect the people of the
south-east to pay for it is of course an entirely
different matter.
It is perhaps no surprise that the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety is also the Minister for Ports, because not
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only do we have no money for roads in the Mornington
electorate, we have no money for the Mornington pier
either. We are now running into the second summer
season since the pier was severely damaged: wave
screens were dislodged — significant damage, the
harbour now subject to the swells coming through the
gap. This is a basic government responsibility. It is
about maintaining assets. Two years on we have yet
another safety issue in Mornington harbour.
This is not exactly a fantastic budget for the
Mornington electorate. There is not a single cent for
new capital works, there is not a single cent for new
infrastructure and indeed there is not even a single cent
to undertake necessary and urgent works to rectify
areas of significant safety concern.
I think that is probably the story of the budget across
the state, because this is a budget in which the Treasurer
and indeed the Premier are pushing taxes up and
pushing services down. As I mentioned, that is the story
of Mornington, and it is the story across the state. In
just over two and half years this government has
increased taxes by nearly $4 billion. Taxation revenue
is up by 22 per cent — $4 billion. It is a record tax take,
yet despite that record tax take, violent crime is
increasing. Road congestion is getting worse, and it
seems it is getting worse by the week. Our public
transport is more crowded — if you are lucky, you will
get a seat — and it is less reliable; you might get a seat,
but you may not get to your destination. And of course
the standard of education, and particularly the education
of Victorians children, is declining.
Since the 2014 election, taxes for every Victorian
household have increased by some $2000. Never in the
history of the state have we had so much money going
to government and never have we had government
delivering so little. Victorians are struggling with
higher taxes, and they are struggling with soaring
electricity bills and soaring gas bills. Indeed we have
just had a matter of public importance on that subject.
Water costs continue to go up significantly faster than
CPI. Transport fares go up every year, even though the
standard of service goes down, as I mentioned.
This is the highest taxing government in Victoria’s
history, but perhaps even worse, this is the highest
taxing government in the nation. Despite the port of
Melbourne windfall, despite that $10 billion, we have
got the highest taxing state in the nation, we have got a
crime tsunami and there is no money for police stations
and there is no money to reopen police stations. I will
not make the obvious comment, Acting Speaker. But
while the state struggles with those cost of living
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pressures, this government seems to think Victorians
can pay even more taxes.
Indeed on that subject we saw in this budget a host of
new taxes — we now have 10. There is the energy tax
on coal royalties; the Uber tax; the land tax surcharge
for absentee owners, which was 0.5 per cent and has
been jacked up to 1.5 per cent. The stamp duty
surcharge for foreign buyers started at 3 per cent and
now is up to 7 per cent; the fire services property levy
has been jacked up; we have had an increase in stamp
duty on new cars; we have had new stamp duties
imposed on off-the-plan purchases; we have had new
stamp duties imposed on property transfers between
spouses; we have got new annual property valuations
linked to land tax for no reason other than that it will
increase the take; and of course we have got the beach
house tax — the vacant property tax.
As has been said repeatedly — and so it should be said
repeatedly in this house — we are reminded of the
promise of the Premier while talking to Peter Mitchell
on 28 November 2014. I remember that interview only
too well. Peter Mitchell said:
Daniel Andrews, all the polls say you will be Victoria’s next
Premier. If you are, do you promise Victorians here tonight
that you will not increase taxes or introduce any new taxes?

Of course the Premier, with an expression that we are
only too familiar with in question time, looked straight
down the barrel of the camera and said:
I make that promise, Peter, to every single Victorian …

Mr Gidley — Just words — just weasel words.
Mr MORRIS — Exactly as the member says, just
words, and the evidence is there — 10 new taxes that
the Premier promised the night before the election that
he would not introduce.
We are also of course frequently treated, or were
frequently treated, to expositions by the now Treasurer,
talking about how awful the level of debt was back in
2013 and 2014. He talked about the integrity of his
costings. On 774 ABC on 27 November 2014, talking
about the 2014 election costings, he said:
Now, this is a serious piece of work, aimed at ensuring four
things: we will retain the AAA stable credit rating, our
election commitments will not lead to an increase in debt …

On the same day in the Age the now Treasurer
promised that there would be no impact on budget
surplus predictions, no increase in net debt, no increase
in taxes — and we know about that — and no impact
on Victoria’s AAA credit rating. The last one,
thankfully, has not happened yet.
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With respect to debt, the 2017–18 forecast in the
pre-election budget update was that debt in this financial
year would be 4.5 per cent of gross state product (GSP).
In this budget debt is forecast to be 5.8 per cent of GSP.
You might say, ‘What is the difference — 4.5 to 5.8 is
pretty close; it’s not too bad’. The fact is that that means
that debt is 28 per cent higher than was forecast in
November 2014. This Treasurer has clearly not kept the
commitment to lower debt.
If we compare ourselves with New South Wales, we
see clearly that the infrastructure investment in New
South Wales is almost twice that in Victoria. For the
current year it is $10.1 billion in Victoria and
$20 billion in New South Wales, but net debt, coming
back to the debt argument, to GSP is 1.3 per cent in
New South Wales and 5.8 per cent in Victoria.
We are also faced unfortunately with soaring public
sector wage costs. That might be okay if it was being
spread across the board, but we see public sector wage
costs soaring, yet in the pre-election budget update
wages were expected to increase this year by 3.5 per
cent in the private sector. This government anticipates
that they will increase by only 1.9 per cent, almost half.
So it is one rule for union mates — they get the
increases — while everyone else is left to carry the can.
We have at this stage record taxes, soaring crime,
soaring congestion, declining educational standards and
skyrocketing public sector wages. All in all it is a
typical Labor budget.
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) — I am pleased to
speak on the 2017–18 budget. The Appropriation
(2017–2018) Bill 2017 benefits residents in Cranbourne
and surroundings. It is a very different story to
Mornington, if the member were honest. Appropriation
bills are not just about financial management; they are
also an indication of the government’s policy direction
and budget priorities, indicating what sort of
government it is. In essence they showcase the
government’s vision. Just to give an example, when the
Victorian government is committing $1.3 billion to
continue the revitalisation of our education system, in
return we see the federal government ripping over
$22 billion from the education system.
The opposition attacks this budget for raising taxes;
however, it conveniently forgets that the federal budget
raised taxes for low to middle-income people and, in
return, saw fit to give tax cuts and concessions to
high-income earners. There are over $65 billion in tax
cuts to big businesses. Governments may need to raise
taxes to provide services in areas like health, education,
roads, public transport et cetera. The fairness in raising
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taxes is the major difference between Labor’s tax
policies and Liberal coalition tax policies.
As a citizen of Victoria, I am very disappointed about
the contributions made by opposition speakers. About
14 months ahead of an election as the alternative
government this is an opportunity for the opposition to
articulate their tax policy for the prosperity of Victoria.
They have unfortunately chosen rather to make hollow
statements against Labor’s tax policies and against the
wages policy for our hardworking public servants. For
the opposition to be taken seriously they should state
which taxes they wish to reduce, if they have any plans
at all, and as a result what infrastructure projects and
services they wish to scrap. If they are against Labor’s
public service wages policy, what is the coalition’s
alternative policy? Would they reduce or freeze the
wages of public servants?
In this budget debate those opposite have come up with
no new ideas and no alternative policy positions. The
opposition only believe in their neoliberal ideological
myth that fair taxes on the wealthy hinder economic
growth. Their misguided belief is that by giving the
mega wealthy huge tax cuts the economy will thrive
and fix everything else. The Liberal and National
parties’ ideologically driven policy is to go strong on
the weak and go weak on the strong.
Let me present to you a historical example to show
taxing the wealthy does not adversely affect economic
growth. All over the world, including in the USA, in the
late 1930s, at the time of the depression, economies
were shrinking and workers were losing jobs and hence
struggling for survival. The US President Franklin
Roosevelt took the bold step of bringing in his New
Deal programs. Under New Deal he launched one of
the biggest infrastructure programs in US history,
funded the biggest arts program in the history of the US
and pump primed many sectors of the economy,
making New Deal the biggest job creation initiative.
To fund this he increased taxes by 94 per cent on
everybody earning more than US$25 000 — in today’s
money, about US$400 000. The high taxes did not
result in economic downturn; on the contrary, the
country was thriving. However, over a period of time
the wealthy class managed to reverse those taxation
initiatives. The US economy started deteriorating by
about the 1970s as a result of greedy businesspeople
taking businesses overseas in pursuit of cheaper labour.
This is not very dissimilar to the Australian situation.
Let me give some specific examples of how the
Andrews Labor government is making good use of the
taxes raised fairly by getting those who can afford it to
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pay a little bit more. Locally in my electorate of
Cranbourne there are many winners. There is
$2 million for the construction of a much-needed State
Emergency Service unit for Cranbourne. The
Cranbourne community will have its very own State
Emergency Service unit with the construction of new
local headquarters. Local volunteers are currently
working out of the Narre Warren depot, which is about
30 minutes away from the southern parts of the City of
Casey. Delivered by the Andrews government, the new
Cranbourne unit will mean volunteers are closer to the
action and able to get to an emergency sooner.
Families in Botanic Ridge and its surrounds are a step
closer to a new school, thanks to the Andrews
government’s funding for land acquisition at Botanic
Ridge Estate. This includes funding for land
acquisition, which will lead to a project that the entire
community can be proud of.
The Andrews government’s funding will allow
planning to be undertaken to create a new arterial link
between Frankston-Dandenong Road in Dandenong
South and the South Gippsland Highway in Lynbrook.
Planning for this new link will follow Glasscocks Road,
which is currently a dirt road in Dandenong South, and
will include a grade separation of the Cranbourne
railway line while linking it with the South Gippsland
Highway. This announcement complements the current
$175 million duplication of Thompsons Road, with the
removal of the level crossing along Thompsons Road
near Merinda Park railway station.
My local area of Casey will begin to see the first
31 frontline police officers on the streets of the Casey
council area. These are the first of the 3135 police that
the Andrew’s government is delivering over five years
to make communities safer and drive down crime. In
addition to the record boost to police, the government
is addressing the safety of our communities at all
levels, from crime prevention and neighbourhood
policing through to the criminal justice, prison and
rehabilitation systems.
The Victorian coroner reported on 24 family violence
deaths last year — 15 women and nine children. The
federal government has only allocated $119.5 million
over four years for family violence initiatives. Compare
this with the Victorian government’s budget allocation
of $1.91 billion for family violence initiatives. This
clearly indicates the difference in priorities for two
different governments — $1.91 billion is the single
largest allocation of money in a single budget anywhere
in Australia, larger than all Victorian budget allocations
for family violence initiatives put together.

2651

Another baseless attack from the opposition is that the
government is relying on federal funding for major
projects. Is Victoria not part of Australia, or are they
putting Liberals ahead of Victoria? A senior bureaucrat
has confirmed that the Turnbull government is ripping
off Victorians. Victoria is receiving a paltry 7.7 per cent
of the commonwealth’s infrastructure budget, despite
being home to 25 per cent of the Australian population.
When the federal coalition took office in 2013, it
inherited an infrastructure budget that included
commonwealth support for the Melbourne metropolitan
public transport project. It cancelled the allocation and
transferred it to the east–west link with a toll road, which
only had an estimated 45 cents in economic benefit for
every dollar invested and had to be cancelled.
A strong economy is vital for the prosperity of all
Victorians because it means more jobs. Since the
government’s election in 2014, over 216 000 jobs
have been created, more than 250 new jobs every day.
The budgeted operating surplus sits at $2.9 billion and
surpluses are set to average $2.1 billion a year over the
forward estimates. These surpluses will be delivered
by ensuring average revenue growth of 3.4 per cent,
which is a greater than average expenditure growth of
3.3 per cent.
This budget maintains Victoria’s AAA credit rating,
with net debt forecast to fall from 5.9 per cent of GSP
this year to 4.8 per cent by June 2020. The average
government infrastructure investment is $7.5 billion
each year for the next four years, compared to an
average of $4.9 billion over the preceding eleven years.
The Master Builders Association has given a tick to the
government’s infrastructure program.
Victoria’s population is growing faster than any other
state or territory, increasing by 1.7 per cent in 2014–15,
which equates to more than 1700 people each week.
The Andrews government’s pump priming of
infrastructure programs in this budget is expected to
generate more than 50 000 jobs. Victorian employment
grew by an annual average of 3.4 per cent, the strongest
of all states, while the rest of Australia averaged only
0.6 per cent.
It is great to see there is money in the budget to make
the 24-hour weekend public transport service
permanent. This is an exciting initiative for young
people, especially those living in low to middle-income
outer suburban electorates like Cranbourne. Over the
last twelve months the Victorian government has
assisted 120 companies to establish or grow their
business. This will result in the direct employment of
about 4100 full-time new employees and see
$1.5 billion in new capital investment. These important
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arrangements are done on their merit and each
represents value for the Victorian taxpayer. Yes, they
are business deals and they are confidential. I am
surprised that those opposite did not realise that.
To boost jobs and investment in a primarily private
capital-driven economy, these are the measures
governments can take to create more and more jobs. It is
premature for the opposition to state that these
investments failed to deliver results. If that is the case, it
is not the fault of the government of the day, it is the
bankruptcy of the about 300-year-old economic system
that gives us a recession every four to seven years. This
has proven to be the case globally. In a private
capital-driven economy, businesses are there to make big
profits and when they find they cannot make big profits,
irrespective of government support, they will fold up and
move away. We have seen Toyota close its Altona
production plant; our all-Australian motor vehicle icon,
Holden, went a long time ago; Ford shut down its
Broadmeadows and Geelong factories in October 2016;
and recently there have been issues with the Heyfield
timber mill and the Murray Goulburn milk factory.
Although no government was able to stop clothing and
footwear industries moving to cheaper labour countries,
in this space in Australia the unique party that can
affect real change is the Australian Labor Party. Corbyn
Labour in the United Kingdom announced the right
policy mix. The solution is reorganising the production
system to provide ownership for those who produce the
goods and services. This is the worker cooperative
concept. Mondragon is the model. In Europe, most
government and political parties across the political
spectrum are already supporting worker cooperatives
by passing complementary legislation. I commend the
bill to the house.
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) — I rise to respond on the
motion to take note of the 2017–18 budget, and I am
very pleased to be doing so. After years of neglect by
consecutive governments I am happy to finally see
some investment and attention being given to the
Shepparton district. I can assure you, Acting Speaker
Carbines, that the people of my electorate are very
pleased. In 2014 I stood for election because I, along
with many others who are now my constituents, were
frustrated. We were frustrated because we were being
forgotten. We watched as our neighbouring
communities of Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong and the
Latrobe Valley shared in the wealth that came with
being marginal seats and being considered the four
major regional centres.
Shepparton is the fifth largest regional city in Victoria. I
am pleased to see some of the government’s

Wednesday, 6 September 2017

beneficence now appears to be extending to our area. It
was fantastic news for our community last year to hear
the budget announcement of close to $170 million for
the redevelopment of Goulburn Valley Health. It
appeared a big ask for this government to follow up
additional significant investment in the Shepparton
district in the 2017–18 Victorian state budget, but I am
very pleased to see that this is what they have done.
It is good news to see a commitment to an upgrade of
the Shepparton rail line between Shepparton and
Seymour. With $43.5 million announced for this
work, which includes the stabling of trains at
Shepparton and a passing loop near Murchison or
Nagambie, we will be well on our way to being ready
for further increased services.
Build it and they will come. No city knows this better
than Bendigo, which used to have a train service similar
to that of Shepparton. The increased services, speed and
provision of V/Locity trains saw a dramatic increase in
rail patronage, which continues to grow in Bendigo.
The extension of the 4.31 p.m. Seymour service
through to Shepparton, introduced in January this year,
has been very popular, with up to 70 people remaining
on the train through to Shepparton daily. This month an
additional return service to and from Melbourne has
been introduced on Saturdays and Sundays. Additional
services on those two days are also welcome.
With the introduction of more faster and better train
services between Shepparton and Melbourne we are
confident that our region can grow and prosper. I am
pleased this government has heard my advocacy on
behalf of the Shepparton district, particularly our All
Aboard campaign, and has seen fit to fund a tranche of
works for rail that will form part of a much larger
project. Planning commenced over a year ago
following on from the earlier work of the regional
network development plan.
Moving on from rail to other transport needs, I
welcome the $10.2 million announced in the state
budget for the Shepparton bypass project. This is
another longstanding project for the Greater Shepparton
community, one which my constituents have been
lobbying for for more than 20 years. Residents have
done everything asked of them by governments, even
going back to the drawing board and breaking the
project down into smaller, manageable chunks just to fit
budget plans. But year after year their proposals have
been left on the cutting room floor, until now. In his
take-note speech on the budget recently the Minister for
Roads and Road Safety acknowledged the importance
of this project — our region is a major centre for good
agricultural production and roads are an important
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conduit for produce through to the port of Melbourne.
This funding will likely be used for planning, land
acquisition and preconstruction.
Unfortunately there was no funding for this project in the
federal budget, but it is clear that the construction of the
Shepparton bypass will only be achieved with joint
federal and state funding. We will continue to lobby our
federal colleagues for their share of this road funding to
ensure the project is seen through to completion. That
means right through to the New South Wales border. The
entire project, mainly in my electorate, will ultimately
require funding for two river crossings and
approximately 36 kilometres of duplicated highway to
take it through to the north of Shepparton. These works
are part of the duplication of the Goulburn Valley
Highway through to the New South Wales border that
will include removing the notorious Tocumwal bends as
the final stage after the Shepparton work is completed.
I am also pleased to say that planning approval has just
come through for the Shepparton Art Museum. This is
going to be a state-of-the-art museum built on the banks
of our local Lake Victoria, and it will be an amazing
contribution to our arts and cultural precinct. I welcome
the funding that will get these major projects going. We
now want to see action and shovels in the ground.
But there is much more to be done. In the 2014 election
I also stood for the need to improve opportunities for
our young people. A cursory look at education figures
for the Shepparton district shows a stark mismatch in
outcomes for our young people. We have students who
do all that is required of them to complete their
secondary education yet who somehow are not job
ready when they leave the school grounds for the first
time. It has been a discussion point for some time, and
our community has been seeking ways to address this. I
am making every effort during my current term in
Parliament to visit most of our primary and secondary
schools and to advocate on their behalf.
I used my contribution to the grievance debate in March
2016 to talk about the disparity in educational outcomes
for students in rural areas compared to their
metropolitan counterparts. I also drew attention to the
falling enrolments and the below-average outcomes that
our four senior secondary colleges in Shepparton and
Mooroopna were attaining. I was therefore very pleased
when the Minister for Education took up my invitation
to visit Shepparton and announced the government’s
intention to develop a strong plan for the future of
education in the Shepparton district, something which I
believe has never been more important.
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The $1 million for the development of the 10-year
Shepparton education plan will be used wisely by a
team invested in creating the best possible outcomes for
our children. We are now working on this important
issue and visiting other schools. We have been to the
Bendigo secondary college, Templestowe secondary
college and recently to Dandenong High School. They
all indicate very different models of education, so we
are taking the opportunity to really consider hard what
will be best for community. With a focus on local input,
we look forward to this plan addressing our region’s
particular issues and attracting substantial funding for
rollout in future budgets.
While the secondary schools will be the initial focus of
the 10-year plan, our primary schools were not
forgotten in this budget, with six to share in more than
$4.5 million worth of capital funding. Ardmona
Primary School received $90 000. This is a little
country school in the centre of the Ardmona fruit
farming community on the outskirts of Mooroopna. It
faces its fair share of challenges, and many of the
children who attend the school have special needs. The
school is in need of basic repairs and upgrades, and this
funding will go a long way in improving the physical
environment for teachers and students alike.
It was also clear to me when I visited Bourchier Street
Primary School, again with the Minister for Education,
in April that several of the buildings were in need of
substantial repairs. The principal was keen to undertake
renovations to enable a very old-fashioned block to be
renovated to provide open-plan teaching areas that
would enable the adoption of more modern teaching
methods for the children. The allocation of
$1.407 million should go a long way in allowing the
school to achieve its ambitions.
I could say similar things about the other schools which
received funding, but time really does not allow it. It
has been such a long time since the schools in my
electorate have seen this kind of investment. In fact in
the six years prior to this only $600 000 had been
allocated to schools in the Shepparton district, and half
of that funding was last year. There is no doubt that
school buildings are important. A comfortable and
attractive environment will not only promote pride in
the school but also attract good teachers and contribute
to the children’s overall positive experience of school
and learning.
The Shepparton district has many valuable
organisations providing services to its community. The
Greater Shepparton Lighthouse Project was established
in recent years and undertook 1000 conversations with
members of the local community for the purpose of
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pinpointing issues facing our young people and
identifying where resources might be best spent. In this
budget $3 million has been allocated to fund the
lighthouse project over three years. The project is a
collective impact initiative using advocacy, partnership
and collaboration to address educational, social and
economic disadvantage. It already has about
340 volunteers, with many going into the schools as
mentors for our children, often doing the most basic
tasks like reading to them. Many of the children come
to school with practically no language skills. We expect
to see some innovative and substantial work from the
lighthouse project.
The budget announcements also include a specialist
family violence court in Shepparton as well as free
public wi-fi in the main area of town. More generally,
our regional businesses will benefit from the 25 per
cent reduction in the payroll tax rate across regional
Victoria. I am grateful for the support demonstrated for
the Shepparton district in the 2017–18 budget. It has
been an honour to represent my electorate and advocate
and receive funding for the projects I have outlined.
The Shepparton district started from a very low base,
and there is still so much more investment our
community needs, but this government investment has
proven to be a stimulus for reinvigorating private
investment in our town. It is great to see so many
buildings going up and so much confidence now in
private industry. In this week’s Shepparton News there
is an article about a business that remodels and restores
old cars which moved from Deniliquin to Shepparton.
It is a really large business that does this for people
right across the country. Similarly, a small piping
company that has existed in Shepparton for a very long
time has now expanded dramatically to provide all the
pipes for the Connections Project. It has also
manufactured pipes and sent them to the Ord River
where another major irrigation scheme is underway. It
is great to see these local businesses having the
confidence now to invest and move forward.
We still need funding for many projects like passenger
rail services, the bypass and the second stage of
Goulburn Valley Health. Shepparton also needs a
dedicated mother-baby unit, it needs a cancer centre
and it needs funding for the Munarra Centre of
Regional Excellence. The Shepparton district has the
highest Indigenous population outside Melbourne. The
Rumbalara Football Netball Club was an initiative of
the local Indigenous community led by elder Paul
Briggs. It has been the home not only of the sporting
teams but also of many broader projects supporting the
Aboriginal community, including transition programs
for young people as they move into employment.
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Funding for the Munarra Centre of Regional Excellence
would allow the community to capitalise on the social
and cultural commitment that has already been
demonstrated. The vision is a bold one: to have a
purpose-built centre in Shepparton to foster the sporting
excellence of Indigenous people from across Australia.
The $200 000 announced in this budget contributes
towards a business case for this venture and is a
welcome first step.
We need a drug rehabilitation centre in our region.
Odyssey House has a proposal currently before
government. I am pleased to say that a planning
permit has now been granted via VCAT for a proposal
such as this on a farming property out of town. There
is a great need in our region — like all regional
centres — for drug rehabilitation centres to be
provided and often to be provided in local
communities and close to people’s homes.
Regional communities across the country are facing
continual challenges to their survival. In my electorate
and the surrounding areas security of water supply is a
major issue. Recent studies have shown that the rollout
of the Murray-Darling Basin plan is having a
devastating impact on our local communities. The
Goulburn-Murray irrigation district alone is losing up to
$500 million a year in production due to the loss of
water from the consumptive irrigation pool. The
socio-economic studies that we have done show that up
to 1000 jobs have been lost, and we anticipate that up to
2000 could be lost by the time the plan is rolled out in
full. We appreciate the government’s support for
advocacy on water issues to ensure our ongoing
economic security.
Some people said that the experiment of having an
Independent would be a failure and that it would not
work, but I am pleased to say that I have been able to
work with the government of the day to achieve some
amazing investments in our region, and I intend to
continue doing so. I commend the budget to the house.
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) — It is my pleasure to
rise and speak on the motion to take note of the 2017–
18 budget and to follow the member for Shepparton,
who made an outstanding contribution.
Out in Niddrie it really is time to pull out the hard hats
after three years of the Andrews Labor government. I
will say it right here, right now: since the electorate was
created in 1976 there has never been such a significant
investment in the Niddrie electorate. There are three
schools being rebuilt. The Buckley Street, Essendon,
level crossing is going. There is the CityLink Tulla
widening project and the new English Street bridge.
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The Keilor Stadium is being doubled in size, there is a
record investment of $5 million for the Keilor
Road-Newman Street intersection upgrade and there
are new traffic lights at the Centreway shopping centre.
Residents from literally generation to generation have
been calling for some of these investments, and as the
member that was elected in 2012, it has been my real
pleasure to be able to deliver to the community and to
deliver under a Labor government.
I want to begin by acknowledging Essendon Keilor
College. Students at Essendon Keilor College, as the
member for Sydenham knows very well, are a step
closer to having the facilities they deserve. Building
Engineering Pty Ltd has been awarded the construction
contract, with construction on a $10 million upgrade
due to get underway very shortly. In fact I am just
finalising dates now for the sod turning, and I hope to
have a very important guest there on that day. The
$10 million project includes redeveloping the school
facilities at both the Essendon and Niddrie campuses.
There will be a complete rebuild of the Niddrie campus,
formerly Niddrie High School. Since March 2012 I
have fought every day for Essendon Keilor College. In
fact in my inaugural speech back on 18 April 2012 I
rose to say that:
My immediate task is the implementation of the Essendon
Keilor College master plan.

However, I came in when we were in opposition. We
had four Liberal budgets and it was literally four strikes
for Essendon Keilor College. What got me, though, was
that the former Liberal Minister for Education visited
the school. On 6 April 2011 he told the Age:
… the conditions out at that school are disgusting, they are
not safe for teachers, they are not good for those students.

That came from the then Liberal education minister.
What did he do? He saw the conditions at the school —
he visited it — but did not give it one cracker. It was
not until the return of a Labor government that
Essendon Keilor College got the funding that it had so
deserved. And it is not as if this was an unheard story.
More than 1600 local residents signed a petition which
was tabled in the Parliament calling on the
Baillieu-Napthine-Shaw governments to rebuild the
school. On 3 November 2011 the Herald Sun published
a report based on documents obtained through freedom
of information laws which asserted that:
Essendon Keilor College … is the state’s most run-down,
with 1341 items requiring attention …

Hence Essendon Keilor College has been my number
one priority since I was elected. It was an uphill battle
until the Andrews government was elected to power. I
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am very honoured that the Premier himself has visited
the school. I am also very honoured that the Deputy
Premier has visited the school, and I continue to go
there regularly to work with the principal, David
Adamson, who is doing an outstanding job. An
architect and a builder have both been appointed. A sod
turning will occur very quickly. The Niddrie campus
will see the construction of a new science, technology,
engineering and maths learning centre and significant
landscaping works to best use the space that is there.
The Essendon campus will also see an extension of the
assembly hall, which the member for Essendon has
been a strong advocate for. That will be used as a
performing arts space, with over 200 seats. There will
also be opportunities for the new space to be shared
with the local community.
We are in the design phase. The Victorian School
Building Authority has recently released photographs,
which I can assure you, Acting Speaker, and the
member for Sydenham have gone down very well with
the local community. In fact they lit up my Facebook
page when I put them there.
I am also very proud. It is a little-known fact that
former Premier Joan Kirner went to Aberfeldie Primary
School, which is in my electorate. In her name and
honour I fought very hard for that school too. The
Andrews Labor government has committed $1 million
to a school upgrade of Aberfeldie primary to get rid of
some of its dilapidated buildings and to give the
students there the school that they deserve. I visited the
school only recently and met with assistant principal
Heather Golder, and I was very excited to see that the
students there will soon be enjoying the workspaces
that they so richly deserve. I have a meeting coming up
this Friday with the principal, Brett Millott, and the new
school council where the plans for Aberfeldie Primary
School and what we plan to do with the funding there
will be very much at the forefront of our discussions.
But it does not end there. There have been three
budgets and three school upgrades. The third school
upgrade is Keilor Heights Primary School. I very much
had the pleasure on 19 June to visit the school to meet
with the principal, Ann Turner-Calleri, who wrote to
me before the last budget advocating for it. She had run
a very successful spring fair and local fundraising
efforts. The school were very keen to see that they get
an upgrade that they so richly deserve. On 19 June I
was very pleased to be able to announce $522 000 for
this fantastic school to get upgraded grounds and
sporting facilities, including two new netball courts.
There is a very big shortage of netball courts in the
Moonee Valley community.
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The infrastructure does not end with education. I want
to put on record that education and investing in
education is the number one policy area and focus that I
have. You literally cannot go wrong as a local member
investing in your schools. During the condolence
motion yesterday for the late Honourable Fiona
Richardson, like many members I had cause to read her
inaugural speech, and what struck me in her inaugural
speech was the quote she used from Tony Blair — that
when he came to be Prime Minister he had three
priorities: education, education and education. As a
local member, in my view that needs to be my number
one priority too, because as we all know education is
the great lifter.
I want to touch on the $5 million for the Keilor Road–
Newman Street–Grange Road intersection. This is
another item that I have been advocating for very hard.
It is literally the most dangerous intersection in the
Niddrie electorate. I had a look at the open source data
which the government provides to the public on crash
fatalities. It provided a handy visualisation of the
location of the crashes across Victoria since 2010, and
according to this data there have been approximately
nine accidents requiring police call-outs in the vicinity
of this intersection, two of which involved serious
injury. And these were just the accidents and incidents
that have been recorded.
Often driving to my electorate office or driving in the
community I see glass on the road at the Keilor Road–
Newman Street intersection. The Minister for Roads
and Road Safety, who has been a strong advocate of
this project from opposition, in government and every
step along the way, came out. He announced more than
$5 million. Again, this was a community-led initiative.
I lodged in October 2014 a petition of 1000 signatures
in this place calling on the minister to take action to
improve road safety. Obviously that was under the
former government. No surprise that it fell on deaf ears.
With the election of the Andrews Labor government we
get the funding we so richly deserve. I met with the
roads minister regularly on this project, and with
VicRoads regional directors, some three of them. We
held a community forum attended by over 80 local
residents, and I want to congratulate VicRoads for the
way they held that information session. It was done in a
world cafe-type of format, and it allowed residents to
have their say on the route, the treatment options and
the work of the engineers and VicRoads. We are going
to see a vastly great improvement for locals’ commutes
on this incredibly dangerous and unsafe intersection.
I want to touch on the Buckley Street level crossing. It
is one of our 50 most dangerous level crossings. We
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went to the last election, and I was at the pre-poll booth
with my posters on the Buckley Street level crossing.
Everyone said to me, ‘You won’t do that. You won’t
get it done. It will be down on the list’. I explained to
them that this will not be like New Street, Brighton,
where the Liberal government did a crossing that was
not even needed. We are actually doing the 50 level
crossings that are the most dangerous, and we are ahead
of time and schedule on this groundbreaking project.
We are getting rid of the Buckley Street level crossing,
and the member for Essendon and I are both on the
stakeholder liaison group. We are working, we are
consulting and we are getting the job done.
I can assure you that from Aberfeldie to Avondale
Heights to Airport West to Keilor, nothing impacts my
local community more than the Buckley Street level
crossing. The boom gates of this dangerous and
congested crossing are down from nearly 80 minutes
during the morning peak, turning Buckley Street into a
traffic bottleneck. On 20 September last year the Acting
Premier, the Minister for Public Transport and I, along
with the member for Essendon, announced this project.
We went and visited it. We are doing it in a sustainable
way too. It is amazing how many Liberals stop me in
the street to say, ‘Good on you, Ben. You’re getting rid
of the Buckley Street level crossing, but you’re doing it
in the most financially sound way. You’re actually
keeping the heritage-listed station. You’re doing the
road solution that lends itself to Buckley Street’. And
we are getting on with the job. I cannot wait. Literally
as we speak this week —
Ms Hutchins interjected.
Mr CARROLL — Exactly. There will be no
compulsory acquisitions. It is an outstanding project,
and I have seen the plans and I have seen the designs.
Everyone says, whether it be on Facebook, email or
letter, to just get on with it. Get rid of them. I am sick
of those traffic lights. It is an outstanding project that
is really going to change people’s lives for the
better — more time with their family helping kids get
to school, helping our buses run better and meeting the
trains. I cannot wait to get it done, and I am really
proud to be delivering this project with the member
for Essendon, who campaigned very heavily on it. We
are getting it done.
I also want to talk about the CityLink Tulla widening
project and the creation of the new English Street
bridge. I am very proud that right on the edge of my
electorate I have what is probably the most famous
supermarket in Australia, if not in the world, LaManna.
We are building a whole new bridge to make it easier
for locals to get to that perfect, most beautiful
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supermarket that the member for Sydenham knows
very well. A whole new English Street bridge has been
built as part of the CityLink Tulla widening project.
There is $1.28 billion for the CityLink Tulla project. It
has been done. It has been completed. It will increase
the roads capacity by up to 30 per cent, easing
congestion, cutting travel times and improving safety.

have been out there with you, Acting Speaker, in your
capacity as the member for Oakleigh — out at the
police academy. We are seeing more police being
recruited than have been in a generation, but we are
also giving them the infrastructure they need, whether it
be the laws needed to prevent carjacking and home
invasion or whether it be the equipment they need.

The English Street bridge joining Airport West with
Essendon Fields was closed, but VicRoads did a
remarkable job, and I want to congratulate the work they
did in partnership with Lendlease. It has literally changed
the dynamic out at Essendon Fields and Essendon
Airport, where the Premier himself only recently opened
up the new Hyatt Place hotel. It is going gangbusters. I
went with you, Acting Speaker Carbines, to the MPs for
Tourism breakfast this morning, and I was very happy to
see Chris Cowan, the CEO of Essendon Fields. He is
doing an outstandingly good job with the investment that
is going on there, but we as a government are also
making sure that the Tullamarine Freeway and the
Calder Freeway are getting the upgrades and widening
that they need so people can get to Essendon Airport,
making their lives better.

One thing the police minister did when she came out to
my electorate was to visit the police air wing out at
Essendon Airport. We are literally putting new
choppers and a new fleet of the best resources from the
air to the ground for arguably Australia’s best police
force. The Chief Commissioner of Police, Graham
Ashton, is leading from the front, very well supported
by a hardworking police minister who is leaving no
stone unturned.

We have also got tram routes in my electorate. We want
to deliver solar powered trams. I am working very hard
to get new trams on these routes, because trams and
buses — and I was very pleased to meet with Pat Ryan
from Ryans Bus Service yesterday in this place — need
the investment that they so richly deserve.
I want to touch very briefly on my role as
Parliamentary Secretary for Justice. The Minister for
Police, the Attorney-General and the Minister for
Corrections are all doing an outstanding job. I have
had the police minister out in my electorate only
recently; 3135 police are being delivered. I was out on
Monday night at the Niddrie shopping precinct with
local police having a good chat with local business
owners. Moonee Valley is seeing an increase in police
resources. I want to congratulate the Attorney-General
for the laws he is making in this place and
implementing. We have carjacking reform, the fixing
up of the baseline sentencing regime and reforms in
relation to home invasions. As the chief law officer of
this state the Attorney-General is leaving no stone
unturned in making sure our laws reflect the
community’s expectations.
And then at the other end of that we have the Minister
for Police literally delivering record investments in
police resources. Four-hundred police custody officers
are going to see more police on the beat, walking down
places like Keilor Road, Niddrie. As the parliamentary
secretary to the minister I spend a lot of time — and I

Before I finish I want to commend the Premier on the
update to the Ice Action Plan. I was part of the
parliamentary inquiry dealing with that issue. A new
drug court in Melbourne is needed.
Finally, it would be remiss of me if I did not just
comment on how proud I am to have been able to call
Fiona Richardson a colleague and a friend. I want to
end this contribution on the budget recognising
everything she did on the number one law and order
issue, family violence. She has left her mark and has
overseen more than $570 million in funding to
implement every recommendation of the Royal
Commission into Family Violence. As a Labor
government we are very proud. In our three budgets we
have record investments in the Niddrie electorate, from
roads and rail to education. You name it; we are
delivering it. I am very proud to be a member of the
Andrews Labor government.
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) — I rise with a
melancholy gloominess compared to those speakers
before me. I have been sitting here listening to the
excited rantings of the member for Niddrie and the
joyful whoopees from the member for Shepparton, who
has spouted about all the goodness that the government
has thrown her way. I think there has been more money
thrown at kindergartens in Niddrie than at the whole of
my electorate. We have heard of bridges being built and
air wings. I think there have been lollies for children. At
the rate they are going they are probably funding
overseas holidays for schools in some of those Labor
seats. But not down in the good seat of Polwarth, not in
the seat that produces 80 per cent of the state’s dairy
product, not in the seat that now has more tourists
visiting it than the Great Barrier Reef, not in the area
that was devastated most recently by bushfires, not in
the seat that carries the can for the production of grain
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and all sorts of agriculture, not in the seat that supplies
80 per cent of Australia’s ice cream and cream
products, not in the seat that produces all the lamb and
other meat products that go into our supermarkets
around Australia — no, not from this government.

services in inner-city seats is something that we do not
see in the country; we do not have that advantage. We
have funded rooms in schools for doctors but not the
doctors. Of course that is something that we are going
to have to keep a close eye on as this budget unfolds.

No, they have just thrown us titbits. Absolute titbits is
what we have had in Polwarth. In fact I have had my
whole staff sitting down for days trawling through the
documents to find any reference to Polwarth. We did
find a couple of little things. I think they have replaced
some windows in a school, which I am sure the school
is most grateful for, but they probably needed whole
classrooms rather than glass.

This government is prepared to alter the budget and
change direction as it goes along, and we have seen that
with the Victorian renewable energy target discussions
over the past days. An electorate like mine is going to
be greatly affected by this policy, and we are seeing
state money thrown predominantly at overseas
companies to run around my electorate spending
taxpayers money on the whim of providing energy. We
do not know how much energy they are going to
provide, we do not know where they are going to
provide it and we do not know when they are going to
provide it.

We had a long discussion in our community and in the
state generally about the need to coordinate what is
going on with the Great Ocean Road, the need to
combine the government resources that are going into
maintaining such an iconic piece of Victorian real estate
and Victorian infrastructure. But no, what did this
budget do? This budget found $1.3 million. And that is
not even a printing bill for some of these Labor
backbenchers — and we know what they do with their
printing bills. We saw a small amount of money thrown
across three shires and across numerous government
departments to try to coordinate that — not nearly
enough. That was a great disappointment to the
Shipwreck Coast master plan. It has been a great
disappointment to the three shires who to date have not
only not been invited to be part of that but have not
been asked to contribute to it, have not been briefed on
it and do not know what it is about. And yet the
government told us in this budget that they were
spending that money to help coordinate and make a
more concerted effort on the Great Ocean Road. Sadly
that is not the case.
We have seen an announcement about doctors in
schools, and I guess that was one thing that came our
way, but of course the government did not deal with the
central issue, which is doctors in communities. In an
electorate like Polwarth we have got seven hospitals,
and all of them struggle on a day-to-day basis to get
doctors. I toured the Camperdown College only last
week and saw that the largesse from this budget has
decked out a wonderful new consulting room at the
school, and they are rightly very proud of it, but
actually no-one knows where the doctor is, no-one
knows when the doctor is coming and no-one knows if
there is going to be a doctor. We have whole
communities that cannot get a doctor to look after the
sick, the frail, the elderly and those who need urgent
care. Of course in country towns we do not have
accident and emergency departments; we have urgent
care facilities. The largesse that is thrown around health

In fact I had a very distressing phone call only an hour
or so before speaking today from a constituent who had
retired from Melbourne, moved to a quieter life in the
country, bought an old church and converted it, and
only found out last week that he is shortly to be
surrounded by literally tens of wind turbines 200-odd
metres tall. For those who want to translate that, that is
roughly the size of the Rialto building and twice the
height of the West Gate Bridge. He is going to be
surrounded by these. He has not been told about them.
He does not get compensated. His quiet country
retirement has been thrown into turmoil. That is being
funded by this budget.
The government has been quick to appease inner-city
seats and inner-city voters who think it is marvellous
that their trams will be solar powered or wind powered.
That is great, but we have not seen too much of an
incentive in this budget for putting wind turbines along
the St Kilda foreshore. I am sure the wind blows down
at St Kilda just as much as it does at Berrybank,
Dundonald, Mortlake South or Mount Gellibrand, so
there is no shortage of places we could identify here in
Melbourne that would be just as suitable for wind
turbines. In fact there seems to be a lot of green space
around the MCG and no shortage of pocket parks in
Fitzroy, Brunswick, Richmond and other inner-city
suburbs that cherish these things.
I think that many in my electorate would be glad if the
government were to divert some of its sponsoring of
overseas companies to build wind turbines if they
actually spent some of that money in Melbourne and
popped wind turbines up there. I am sure some of these
apartment blocks in Collingwood and other spots would
look rather grand with a big wind turbine popped on
top. Let us see how people like their televisions,
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internet and other things being interfered with and
whether they find that there is nothing wrong with them
and that they are all lovely, quiet and, as many people
will say, beautiful things on the horizon. So that is one
of the concerns we have.
Another thing that happened in this budget is the
government made a grand announcement of paying
hospital board members. The government also trumpeted
in recent weeks the fact that they have now got over
50 per cent of women on boards. That is a great
achievement, but it has come at the expense of country
communities. I know, having served 16 years on my
health board in Colac at Colac Area Health, that in that
time we had a band of local committed people who had a
great understanding of the health needs of their
community and were prepared to volunteer their time.
I do not really have an objection to funding health
boards, but I do have an objection to the thrust, in order
to meet the government’s objectives, of bussing people
in from Melbourne and beyond. They have decided
now to pay people who, by and large, have CVs and
live outside of the communities they are serving. They
are quite happy to pay them. It might be interesting to
see where some of the allegiances lie for some of these
people being nominated on to many of these country
health boards. The distressing thing of course is for the
already very stressed health services —
Ms Thomas — What about skills? Skills are good
on boards.
Mr RIORDAN — Yes, there are skilled people in
the country. It might come as a surprise to the member
for Macedon to realise that we do actually have
competent, capable country board members and in that
time they have been able to run very successful health
services without doctors employed and other things.
They have done quite a good job actually for about
150 years, so we thank those volunteer local
community health services very much. Now that we are
seeing a clear attempt by the government to sort of use
them as another nesting place for their future
operatives, that is something we can look forward to.
The issue of course arises that these health boards are
already under a lot of financial stress. We have seen, in
this current round, new enterprise bargaining
agreements that are costing health budgets at least 3.5
to 5 per cent and that are unfunded.
Ms Thomas — Why do you hate workers?
Mr RIORDAN — It is not that we hate workers at
all, but we do want our hospitals to stay open. We
certainly want our hospitals to provide services that the
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community expects. Hospitals in my electorate will be
coming to me with power bills that are not budgeted for
and have not been provided for in this budget.
We have a situation in Cobden with the indoor
swimming pool that the community paid for; they
raised the money themselves. It did not come from
government handouts; they worked hard to do that. The
community has paid for that through their health
service, and now they are under real threat of having to
close that service because they just cannot afford the
rising energy costs, which have doubled in the last six
months. On top of that, they are now going to be
footing the bill for paying board members to drive up
from Melbourne and other far-flung places rather than
using local resources to man the board. With these
authorities we will probably be looking at costs of at
least $500 000 extra for administering hospitals because
of this change that the government has not yet funded.
Last year’s budget, the 2016–17 budget, announced what
was seen as a long overdue decision by the government,
and that was to look at closing the Colanda Centre in
Colac. I think most people welcomed that change in
government policy, but we still have not yet had funded
or announced how the government plans to rehouse and
support those people. It was after a prolonged discussion
that the workers and the staff at that institution were at
last given a decent payout and a relocation allowance,
which we must be grateful for. At the same time the
government still have not announced to the community
more generally where these people will call home in the
future. That is something that definitely needs to be
sorted and announced.
Of course roads are often the most important thing in a
country community. Once again, while we have heard
today of multiple bridges built in Shepparton and all
sorts of overpasses and sky rails and heaven knows
what funded in Niddrie and other places, we have still
got many, many well-known and dangerous
intersections in our area for which there has not been
any improvement flagged.
Ms Thomas interjected.
Mr RIORDAN — He effectively advocates very
well and the community knows about it, but I guess
when the government has its other objectives they do
not fund them. So my community has made very well
known the need for work on areas of the Cape Otway
Road and the Princes Highway, and of course there is
the much-talked about need for funding for a bypass
study for Colac.
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It is handy to have the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety sitting here; I am sure he is listening to me. His
reply to my office and the local paper and the local
media was that we did not need a bypass around Colac
because 80 per cent of vehicles stopped in the town.
Well, that was one of the most laughable documents
ever produced to the public to explain why a bypass
was not required. It is clearly not the case, and until we
can get some change there the community will not be
satisfied with where the issue is going.
The government trumpeted much about increasing
police numbers. That is certainly not the case in western
Victoria, where most stations are either closed,
non-existent or down to part-time hours.
With crime rates across Corangamite shire rising by
many tens of per cents — close to 100 per cent in the
case of Corangamite shire and others — it is a real
issue. That is combined with the fact that we still have
not got a full understanding of the funding and the
allowance made for the Colac police station
redevelopment. Early reports have seen that blow out in
its budget by some 50 per cent, which has led to the
clear decision by the powers that be that they will be
cutting back what they have provided for the planned
Colac police station and courthouse precinct
redevelopment.
This is a great disappointment because one of the
well-known facts in the Western District at the moment
is that many criminal activities happen in multiple
figures because criminals know that when the police are
tied up in one area they will be gone for hours. If an
arrest or a bail application is required, the one or two
police who are on board at the 24-hour station in Colac
will be tied up indefinitely, providing free rein for
anyone else who wants to commit a crime or go on a
crazed spree. We have seen that on many, many
occasions. That is because police numbers and the
police rostering have just not been sufficient.
There was also talk in the last budget, which we
welcomed in our area, of an increase in the
Warrnambool train line service, but sadly there is still
much to be done there, with rail crossings listed in the
tens that are still not properly lit with either warning
bells or boom gates. What comes as a surprise is the
priority that the public transport sector has given to
some of the roads they have decided to make safe.
There are some dead-end gravel roads with full bells
and boom gates, while other busy asphalt roads on the
way to football clubs and other things are still
completely unguarded. We look forward to further
funding for that.
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In concluding, while there may be joy and whoopeeing
going on in some of the pork-barrelled seats the
government wants to save around Melbourne and in
Shepparton, it is disappointing that seats that contribute,
do their bit and pay their fair share to this state have
been sadly neglected in this rather dull and
uninteresting budget.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) — It is my pleasure
to rise to speak on the Appropriation (2017–2018) Bill
2017 take-note motion and talk a little bit about how
Frankston is changing, how Frankston is evolving, how
you can feel the energy in Frankston these days, how
we are basking in the sunshine of a government that
gives a damn about Frankston and how we are full of
faith because we have a government that has injected
more capital and more passion into our suburb than
ever before.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr EDBROOKE — There is plenty of passion from
the member too, let me tell you. We have had more
investment in Frankston over the last two and a half
years than we have had in the last 40 years. I do not
know what some of these Liberal members have been
doing. We have plenty of needs and we have plenty of
wants, but nothing seems to have happened. The
previous four years would be an example of that. I
remember standing in this very chamber for the debate
on the last budget, and I challenged some of the
members opposite to tell us something they did in
Frankston during the Shaw-Napthine-Baillieu
governments. Not one person could tell me anything
at all.
The Liberal budgets of those four years had very little
to show. It seems like a lot of the Liberal members on
the peninsula now, all bar one Liberal member, have
been named as having been involved in spending more
time fundraising with alleged mafia kingpins than
actually delivering for their community. They would
rather throw hand grenades at progress instead of
actually doing something for their own communities. In
fact I think the federal electorate of Dunkley at the
moment is probably the state Liberal hotbed for
fundraising from organised criminals, sadly enough.
If I start in the sector of police and community safety,
of course in Frankston we have a large issue with
family violence. It is an issue that has been ignored for
many years, and this government has tackled it. For the
last couple of days I have been keen to let some of
Fiona Richardson’s closer colleagues have the time to
make their condolence speeches, but now I want it
known that she was a person who had my deep respect.
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She was definitely a friend of Frankston. She was a
fearless Minister for Women and of course the nation’s
first Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence,
which is something in itself. Along with our
government, Fiona also initiated the first Royal
Commission into Family Violence and the world’s
most comprehensive investigation into this issue, I
believe. Like I said, she was a great friend of Frankston.
She visited regularly to check how our family violence
service providers were going with their investments,
which I will talk about shortly, and she and her staff
supported my office with any need we had. In
Frankston, as I said, we do have fairly consistent family
violence requirements. In our area she certainly ensured
that a very, very dark issue had a bright light shone on
it, no matter how bad it looked, so we could act on it.
Of course that is the first thing we need to do with any
problem: define the problem, find out what it is and
then commit to it and act on it.
Much of her work, I understand, involved some of the
nitty-gritty and really hard policy-making, and she was
relentless on the journey towards cultural change. I
believe the result of this will not be fully known for
many, many years, until possibly the next generation. In
the meantime we have Fiona Richardson to thank for
our bayside support and safety hub coming sometime
soon, the Frankston specialist family violence court as
well as a raft of other projects in our community. I will
finish speaking about the minister by saying that Fiona
had my respect because she not only lived her values
but she expected the same of all of us and she kept that
bar very, very high, as we have heard in the last couple
of days. I am very, very sad when I hear her close
friends talk about the fun times they had together and
the loss of the minister and about Fiona as a person and
a family person, but I am very proud to carry on her
work in the Frankston community.
On the police and community safety sector, we have
just heard that 80 new police out of the 3135 new police
graduated last week. The academy is at its capacity. In
saying that, we have also experienced a 40 per cent
reduction in petty crime and petty kinds of assault in the
Frankston CBD. That is because of having a
government that is willing to work with our police
officers and their command to look at what they need
and what resources they need. We have got aircraft. We
have got different technologies coming out, including
body-worn cameras — everything our police need. This
is in stark contrast to a government that did not employ
one extra police officer above the rate of attrition in
four years, which is quite unbelievable.
In the sports area of our Frankston community we have
got defibrillator grants going out to clubs currently. The
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Frankston Baseball Club, the Long Island Cricket Club
and the Mornington Peninsula Triathlon Club are all
recipients of these grants. We obviously saved the
Frankston Dolphins, and that was a huge project and a
massive undertaking for our community, which took so
much passion from so many people. I can never thank
some of our community members and members of that
club enough. We also had the Peninsula Strikers soccer
club redevelopment, which we just opened as well and
which has just been fantastic.
People are noticing Frankston. As I said, there is more
confidence and investment in Frankston than ever, but
you can see the change, even in the papers. The local
member is not on the front page defining what
Frankston is these days, talking about situations of ill
repute — I guess that would be one way of putting it.
As the current member for Frankston, I am very much
embedded in the community, but you have got to work
with the community instead of stepping out in front and
being the clown that the community knows you for. I
am glad that situation is behind us.
As I said before, in Frankston generally you can feel a
different energy. People can see things are
happening — things that people have wanted to happen
for so long. I have got a long, long list of commitments
we have made. In the health sector we have got the
behavioural assessment rooms that have been
announced. One will be at Peninsula Health, Frankston
Hospital, which will no doubt be welcomed by our staff
members at the hospital. We have got the release of
body-worn cameras for police and the trial going on at
the moment with the paramedics. We also had
$1.7 million worth of commitment for a primary
assessment psych unit at Peninsula Health, which was
also very, very much welcomed by our community.
As far as roads and public transport go, I think
Frankston has been left behind for a number of years,
and we are just catching up. In two and half years we
have made massive strides. We have heard that we are
starting our level crossing removal at Overton Road
quite soon. That coincides with the new national
competition winning station design, which will be built
for the new Frankston train station soon as well.
I note that we have had a couple of people come out and
say that they either do not want the Eel Race Road level
crossing dealt with or they do not want Overton Road
dealt with. The question I would ask a couple of
councillors at Frankston Council is: what engineering
data do you have, what have you paid for and what
community consultation have you done? If they do not
know, I can fill in the blanks for them. They have done
zero. So how does a group of nine people make decisions
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for a community based on one or two emails? It does not
happen. We have done the community consultation, we
know what the community wants and there is
overwhelming support for the removal of this dangerous
and deadly level crossing at Overton Road. It is very,
very hard to take a picture of the Overton Road level
crossing and keep some of the flowers out of it from the
bereaved families. It is a spot that holds fairly deep
significance for many, many families.
Of course we saved the PenBus — the route 887 bus —
which was cut by the federal Liberal government. From
a state perspective, it was not good enough for the
previous state government to actually put their money
where their mouth was and save it. They put a couple of
petitions up, but not much else.
We have got the fully funded Young Street
redevelopment, which will open next month. Just off
the top of my head, I think nine previously vacant
shops have opened or are planning to open since we
started construction, which is just huge for Frankston.
These shops have been battling for so long to see that
kind of life. That is that energy I am talking about.
There are so many people walking down the street
now, and they are looking at new things happening in
Frankston — investment in Frankston — and it is
certainly reflected in the commercial and residential
real estate numbers as well.
As well as the Young Street redevelopment, we have
also got a couple of other surprises up our sleeve there.
We will be releasing kerbside dining grants for traders
to be able to buy furniture for the newly extended street
on Young Street, and we have also got the Eat Street
grants for Station Street, which runs perpendicular to
Young Street. We want it to be a place where people go
to enjoy a great meal and fine dining and a place that is
safe and they know they can take their family, and we
will achieve that.
As far as education goes, in Frankston when we came
to power there really was not much to talk about. There
were no ribbons to cut in any area in Frankston,
unfortunately. We had to create our own luck and work
very, very hard, and now we are picking the fruits of
that labour. It was great to have the Premier come down
and accompany me to open the fantastic new prep
building for Frankston Primary School. It was designed
by the primary school themselves — by the people at
the coalface. They knew what they wanted, and they
designed it. It is a fantastic design and it was a beautiful
ribbon cutting at which the choir sang. These are people
that have wanted something off their state government
for years, and they got nothing over the four years of
the previous government.

Wednesday, 6 September 2017

We have also got the Frankston North education
precinct plan. That started with Aldercourt Primary
School, Mahogany Rise Primary School and Monterey
Secondary College all taking a role. In fact at this time
more than two-thirds of state schools in Frankston are
actually funded for capital projects. I think that is
history making. I do not think that has ever been done
before, and we have still got work to do.
As I have said, you can feel this energy. It is in the
CBD, it is at schools and it is in places where people
have been lobbying for improvements in Frankston for
so long. You can hear the passion in my voice. It is very
exciting to get some things actually happening.
When we were elected, we came after a government that
had had the highest unemployment on the mainland.
Now we have got a government that has created more
full-time jobs in the month of June this year than in the
previous government’s four-year term, which is quite
amazing. My hat goes off to the Treasurer for his
achievements in this. We have got Melbourne Metro
creating 7000 jobs and using 88 per cent local materials,
93 per cent local steel and apprentices, and it will free up
the city loop for the Frankston line, which is going to be
fantastic when it happens.
Not everyone in Frankston might back Labor, but one
thing they can be assured of is that Labor backs
everyone in Frankston. That is without a doubt. We
made massive commitments at the election, and we
have moved on all of them. We have carried them all
out. The people voted Labor in, and we are delivering. I
want them to know that we are not going to stop
delivering. I am going to be the strongest advocate for
Frankston that this state has ever seen.
In conclusion I would like to say that we had an office
dog called Denzel, who was the pet of one of my
staffers. Denzel was a great help. We have some people
with some fairly complex needs who visit our office at
times, and we would often bring Denzel in. He would
do things that I guess humans in our office could not
do. He would break down barriers, and we could then
move on to help people and their issues. Unfortunately
Denzel passed away a week and a half ago, which
really rocked my office. Obviously we have had quite a
few things happen in the past couple of weeks which
have been very sad, but it was very sad to lose Denzel. I
am sure there will be some people in the Frankston
community that will visit us over the next couple of
months, looking to see how Denzel is and probably
bringing him some treats. He became a very well loved
rescue dog, and it has been very sad to see him go. As
some people said during debate on the last bill in regard
to dogs, they are magnificent creatures, and Denzel
certainly broke down some barriers that came up from
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time to time. Whether they were autistic children or
people with fairly complex drug, psychological or
mental needs, Denzel was there. It was fantastic to have
him on board, and we are going to miss him.
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — I am pleased to rise to
speak on the budget. This budget is taxing Victorians
more but giving Victorians less. In just over two years
this government has increased taxes by nearly
$4 billion. This is an increase in taxation revenue of
over 22 per cent.
The SPEAKER — Order! I apologise for
interrupting the member for Evelyn so quickly, but the
time set down for consideration of items on the
government business program has arrived, and I am
required to interrupt business. The member may continue
her speech when this matter is next before the Chair.
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JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(BODY-WORN CAMERAS AND OTHER
MATTERS) BILL 2017
Second reading
Debate resumed from 23 August; motion of
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

Business interrupted under resolution of the house.

PARKS AND CROWN LAND
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2017

DOMESTIC ANIMALS AMENDMENT
(RESTRICTED BREED DOGS) BILL 2017
Second reading

Second reading
Debate resumed from 22 August; motion of
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change).
Motion agreed to.

Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.

Read second time.

Third reading
Third reading

Motion agreed to.

Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Read third time.

RACING AMENDMENT
(MODERNISATION) BILL 2017
Second reading
Debate resumed from 22 August; motion of
Mr PAKULA (Minister for Racing).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

BUDGET PAPERS 2017–18
Debate resumed.
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — Since the 2014 election
the Andrews government has increased taxes by an
average of $2000 for every Victorian household. Before
the election, promises were made that no new taxes
would be introduced. In each of these three budgets that
promise has been broken. This government is not only
the highest taxing government in Victoria’s history; it is
also the highest taxing government in Australia. In spite
of being the highest taxing state and with a $10 billion
windfall from the port of Melbourne lease, debt has
risen sharply and now exceeds the level from when
Labor came to office.
There is a $252 million energy tax on coal royalties.
There are the taxi and Uber tax, a land tax surcharge for
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absentee owners, a stamp duty surcharge, the fire
services property levy hike, increases in stamp duty on
new cars, new stamp duties on off-the-plan purchases,
new stamp duties on property transfers between
spouses and new annual property valuations to increase
land and council rates. In this budget Labor will
increase taxation revenue by $174.8 million in 2017–18
and by $1.4 billion over four years.
From 1 July 2017 stamp duty on property transfers
between spouses and effective partners will raise
$20 million per year. They are going to make buying a
new car more expensive for Victorians. The duty on
new passenger vehicles will increase from $6.40 per
$200 of the market value to $8.40 per $200. This will
increase the price of new vehicles by 1 per cent, raising
$391.4 million over four years. The vacant residential
property tax will increase revenue by $80 million,
raising $10 million in 2017–18. Removing the
off-the-plan stamp duty concession will raise
$51 million in 2017–18 and $841.2 million over four
years. The property valuations being done annually
rather than every two years is also bringing a windfall.
With law and order, despite a soaring crime rate of over
20 per cent and an acknowledgement by the Minister
for Police that Victorians do not feel safe in their own
homes, there is no funding for new police stations or to
reopen those that this government has closed. The first
of the promised new police will not be deployed until
March next year, well into the fourth year of the
Andrews government. Victoria’s population has grown
by over 300 000 and the crime rate has increased by
over 20 per cent, yet police numbers have only
increased by 374. In the Yarra Ranges sexual offences
are up 19.2 per cent, burglary and breaking and entering
are up 31 per cent and theft is up 24.6 per cent.
Public sector wages have increased by 24.4 per cent, or
$4.5 billion, since Labor came to office. The
pre-election budget update forecast employee expenses
of $18.5 billion for the 2014–15 financial year. This
year’s budget puts employee expenses at $23 billion for
the 2017–18 financial year. The public sector wage bill
has increased substantially under this government, and
in part it is owing to deals done to appease their union
mates. At the same time the wages of ordinary
Victorians have been revised down in every budget and
budget update.
The biggest cut in this year’s budget which affects my
area is the halving of the Growing Suburbs Fund, which
represents a massive cut of $50 million to growth
councils in particular over this year and next year. Yarra
Ranges Shire Council has been informed about a
reduction in allocated funds for the Growing Suburbs
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Fund in the 2017–18 Victorian budget, according to the
CEO, Glenn Patterson. The funds have been vital in
helping to establish major infrastructure projects in my
district of Evelyn, like Lillydale Lake Playspace. This
government’s attitude that funding for councils is the
low-hanging fruit for budget cuts is evident for all to see.
In the first budget of this government they abolished the
highly successful $40 million per annum country roads
and bridges program, and in this budget they have cut
$50 million from Victoria’s growth councils.
There has been no real state money to improve
educational outcomes. They have now announced
10 new taxes, with an overall tax increase of 20 per
cent, but have not found the money to improve
educational standards and outcomes.
With family violence, all political parties are on a unity
ticket on eliminating family violence and they support
the needed investment to see a dramatic fall in its
prevalence. What is not clear from the budget is how
much money will actually be spent on the ground on
preventing family violence and helping those victims
affected by it. Spending large amounts of money on
training costs, planning, strategy development and
agency coordination is clearly important, but they have
to deliver results. The only measurement of success is
safer communities and a reduction in those cowardly
crimes. In the Yarra Ranges district from 2015 to 2016
there were 1632 family incidents recorded. This data
shows an increase of 18.6 per cent in incidents from the
previous year.
The spending on health care has not grown, according
to the percentage increase in the budget, with an
increase of 300 000 in the population. Many of our
hospitals need to be upgraded to meet increasing
demand, but despite that the money has not been put
into healthcare funding. The Royal Melbourne Hospital
has not even received planning funding for its urgently
needed redevelopment. The $135 million promised to
the Victorian Heart Hospital last year but only delivered
in contingency has disappeared from this budget. The
promised completion date of 2018 will pass before a
sod is even turned.
There are cuts to mental health funding. The
government’s own budget papers show that the Premier
is failing Victorians struggling with mental illness by
cutting the number of mental health beds. Buried away
on page 244 of budget paper 3 is the disclosure that the
government fell around 16 000 short on residential bed
days this year and has wound back the target for next
year by a further 12 000 bed days.
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The increased number of taxes and the higher
electricity costs for small businesses are crippling them.
There are many more small businesses that are having
to lay off staff. These are staff — decent, hardworking
people — who have probably worked for them for a
number of years but the owners cannot pay these vast
electricity bills and the extra taxes and keep the people
on. Small businesses are the backbone of our economy,
employing hundreds of thousands of Victorians, and
they are neglected by this government year after year.
There has been $45 million cut from the state’s training
budget, while thousands of young people have dropped
out of vocational education in Victoria. Under the
Premier there are now 122 597 fewer students enrolled
in government-subsidised training and 168 402 fewer
government-subsidised course enrolments, and
56 million fewer student hours have been delivered.
The participation of young people in training has also
declined by 6.6 per cent. Labor is so desperate to hide
its failed TAFE Rescue Fund that it plans to stop
publishing training enrolment numbers and other key
performance measures.
The support for our Country Fire Authority (CFA)
volunteers, the presumptive legislation that was
promised before the last election — promised to be
delivered within 100 days — has not been delivered. It
was tied to the now failed fire services legislation. It
should have been introduced as a separate bill, as
promised, and delivered within the 100 days.
Apparently this budget has got a shortfall of $76 000,
being the money the former Deputy Speaker is now
refusing to pay back. That is taxpayers money, and he
should be made to pay that back.
In my local area, there is an urgent need for a
pedestrian crossing on the Warburton Highway in
Wandin North, but there has been no commitment for
that. It is needed for people using the rail trail, it is
needed for schoolchildren being dropped off by the
school buses and it is needed for people living on the
other side of what is a very busy highway to get over
to the shopping centre.
There is also Esther Park pavilion, which is the home of
the soccer club in Mooroolbark. The number of female
teams has grown, and there are a number of people
from the Chin community now playing soccer there, yet
we do not have changing rooms for the women and we
do not have a ground that is really suitable. Games
often have to be left unplayed because of the ground’s
condition. This is an urgent requirement for an area that
desperately needs a facility like that.
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At the intersection of Killara Road and Maroondah
Highway, Coldstream, the heavy traffic makes it very
difficult for residents to safely navigate out, and they
are virtually trapped in the township on weekends. The
Yarra Valley is booming for tourism and that is
fantastic, but these people are finding it almost
impossible to get out onto Maroondah Highway from
Killara Road. It is also exceedingly dangerous for our
CFA when they receive a call, because although they
might have flashing lights and sirens, the traffic does
not seem to stop for them, and they are having to pull
out and put themselves at risk in a high-speed area.
We are looking at many things that could have been
done with the extra money this government has got.
They are not spending it in the interface areas, and it is
certainly not being spent in the seat of Evelyn.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms KNIGHT
(Wendouree).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES AMENDMENT (REAL-TIME
PRESCRIPTION MONITORING) BILL 2017
Second reading
Debate resumed from 9 August; motion of
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health).
Ms KEALY (Lowan) — It is a great privilege and
honour to rise today to add my contribution to the
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment
(Real-time Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017. This bill
will provide the legislative framework to introduce a
real-time prescription monitoring system in the state of
Victoria. This system will require doctors and
pharmacists to view patients’ records of access to
high-risk addictive medicines before prescribing or
dispensing. The information will help doctors and
pharmacists make better informed, safer clinical
decisions for patients, and it may provide opportunities
for counselling and intervention where necessary.
The concept of introducing a real-time prescription
monitoring system in Victoria has been debated for
some period of time. From 2012 to early 2016,
20 coronial findings have called for the implementation
of a real-time prescription monitoring scheme. Further,
in 2014 the coalition — the Liberals and The
Nationals — made an election commitment to deliver a
real-time drug prescription monitoring system for
schedule 8 drugs. This commitment was not met by
Labor at the time. However, in 2014, the now Premier
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said the then Minister for Health was receiving advice
on the matter and thought that real-time prescription
monitoring required a nationally coordinated response.
Fortunately there was a change in position and the
government has now put funding aside to make
real-time prescription monitoring a reality in Victoria,
and of course we have come further in Australia with
the Turnbull government announcing in July of this
year that it will invest over $16 million to deliver the
national rollout of real-time prescription monitoring.
The Andrews government has advised that the
Victorian scheme is more advanced than the federal
scheme and therefore has opted for Victoria to go ahead
alone. There are some concerns about that, but I will go
into further detail about that later in my contribution.
Of course this is the political history of how we came to
debate real-time prescription monitoring and the
introduction of legislation around that in this place.
There is no doubt that this would not be occurring if it
were not for the hard work of some families who have
been deeply affected by the impacts of pharmaceutical
drug use and drug abuse, particularly the families who
have experienced a fatal overdose.
I would like to mention the Millington family. John and
Marg Millington from Nhill, who I know personally
very, very well, have been amazing campaigners to
make real-time prescription monitoring a reality in this
state. The Millingtons have shared the story of their
son, Simon, who battled with his own addictions after a
very, very tragic accident back in 1994. Simon was in
hospital, and I recall hearing Marg tell her story for the
first time of Simon’s being in hospital and, as his
mother, asking the doctors to give him more pain relief
because he was in pain. That is what of course a caring
parent would do, not knowing where that may lead to in
the future. If we had had clinical professionals who
were better educated and more aware of the impacts of
the use of high-risk pain relief medications, perhaps that
scenario would not have played out in the same way.
I would like to acknowledge that in no way should the
Millingtons take any responsibility for Simon’s
challenges with addiction over the years. We can only
hold them in high esteem for the work they have done
in being brave enough to share their story over and over
again. If it were not for them and other families who
have seen the difficulties of prescription medicine
addiction, and individuals who are addicts and who
have seen how the system has failed them over the
years, then we certainly would not be at the point we
are at today, having this legislation before the house.
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I would like to greatly thank the Millingtons, and I
would like to take the opportunity to read a letter that
was sent to me by John, Marg, Laura, Sallie and little
Maddie, the daughter of Simon. It states:
The Premier of Victoria, the Hon. Daniel Andrews MP,
Leader of the Opposition, the Hon. Matthew Guy, and all
present today.
Thank you for the opportunity to make a statement on this, a
most memorable and emotional day not only for us, the
Millington Family, John, Sallie, Laura, Maddie and myself,
but for all who have campaigned with us, because they too
have lost loved ones as a result of a pharmaceutical overdose.
To the Andrews government, following the announcement
made on Anzac Day 2016 by the health minister, the Hon. Jill
Hennessy, to proceed with the implementation of a real-time
pharmaceutical system, we are overwhelmed to reach this
point and we thank you. To those who believed and
encouraged us in what we were trying to achieve, including
the retired member for Lowan, Mr Hugh Delahunty, and his
successor, Ms Emma Kealy, MP, and the federal member for
Mallee, Mr Andrew Broad, MP, we thank you so much.
As you now know, our 34-year-old son Simon died of an
accidental overdose of OxyContin in 2010 after battling his
pharmaceutical addiction for 16 years. He suffered
life-threatening injuries in a single car accident and his
ongoing treatments led him to becoming dependent on
pharmaceuticals.
Whilst struggling to keep Simon alive, we were dismayed that
doctors prescribing copious amounts of medications for him
had no way of knowing what he was taking, how often, how
much or from where he was receiving the scripts. How could
this happen in the 21st century, with the technology already
available? I was amazed and at times angered, to receive
emails from supermarkets telling me when my favourite
products were on sale. They must have had a national
database recording my buying habits but I could not convince
anyone of the necessity for something similar for
pharmaceuticals, something with the potential to save lives.
Meanwhile I knew we were losing our Simon.
We had to do something. I vowed never to give up until this
was achieved. We were not going to be deterred because I
believed in what we were trying to do. There were gaping
holes in the pharmaceutical system; it was broken and out of
date with the number of prescriptions being dispensed. I was
worried about lives but what were the inadequacies of such a
system costing the governments in financial terms? The more
I advocated the more aware I became of how many families
were living our nightmare.
We officially commenced our campaign for a ‘real-time
database’ in 2007 at a joint parliamentary inquiry into the use
and misuse of pharmaceuticals, particularly benzos. Those
present were shocked to hear Simon’s story and the sadness
of our situation trying to save him from an inadequate system.
Living in the remote rural town of Nhill, my biggest
weapon has been the postage stamp, as I have written
hundreds of letters, even to many of you here present, your
predecessors, and I have also written to most federal
members of Parliament, and there have been many, over
many years, telling them our story whilst urging them to act.
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Sadly, it is not our Simon who will benefit from this
legislation today but it will certainly go a long way in the
prevention of ‘future Simons’.
I am sure, due to the many talks we have given, not only in
Victoria but in other parts of Australia, doctors are more
aware of the harmful effects of some medications and
exercise vigilance when prescribing. This new system will
prevent lethal interactions of various medications by
providing a complete picture of what a person is taking.
Coroners see this all too often and wonder why. They too are
on our side. With this in place, responsible doctors will now
be able to prescribe appropriately. It will also assist in helping
those already caught in the web of pharmaceutical
dependence, allowing doctors to discontinue certain drugs
and offer counselling and alternate ways of pain management
or treatments. This is imperative.
Most importantly, though, we must give those already
affected by pharmaceutical dependence hope, hope for a
drug-free future! We must advertise that there is help for
those who really want it! Thank you to Matthew McCrone,
director, real-time prescription monitoring taskforce and your
hardworking team who are making this happen and have led
us to this point today! We appreciate the inclusion and the
consideration shown to us throughout this journey. I admit it
certainly hasn’t been as simple as I first thought. It has been a
complex, complicated and expensive process.
Whilst it was heartening to hear the federal health minister,
Greg Hunt, commit $16 million for a national response to
prescription drug misuse in August, I hope all states and
territories can see the urgency of following Victoria’s
example by implementing an RTPM, which in turn would be
connected to a nationwide ‘freeway’. It is imperative that this
should be mandatory in all states as our borders are porous;
Simon crossed them often. We will simply have a leaking
bucket if all don’t follow the Victorian example! I also urge
governments to provide more treatment facilities for drug
users rather than building more jails with their ever-revolving
doors. They are not the solution! We always struggled to find
one at the appropriate time.
Simon didn’t want to die, nor did Heath Ledger or the
hundreds of other Australians probably; it was an accident,
partly due to an inadequate system. Despite trying and
succeeding many times, sustained recovery was so hard. He,
like us, was powerless over his addiction, even though he had
every reason to live. He was our son, Maddie’s father, a
brother to Sallie and Laura and a friend to many. This can
happen to anyone and it is happening today as I write.
As I said earlier, today is filled with emotion. I never
wanted to go on this journey but our lives sometimes take
us to places we may never want to travel, but in our hearts
we know we must.
In conclusion may I say it is seven years since Simon died; it
never gets any easier. Days like today remind me of what we
lost to drugs, to legal drugs. I still miss the warmth of Simon’s
smile, his caring manner, his sense of humour, even the smell
of his favourite aftershave but mostly, I miss his love. He was
a real person and his life mattered!
We, who have lost loved ones to pharmaceutical overdose,
thank all here present for committing to change through this
legislation, for finally listening to our cries for help, when to
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us, it was obvious. We have acted in Simon’s memory so his
death will not have been in vain.
As I try to write this I am distracted by my beautiful little
one-year-old grandson, Oskar. I am reminded that we cannot
change the past but we must look to the future with hope.
Simon would want us to do that. After today I feel I finally
can; this has given me permission to do so.
We all have a purpose in life. Perhaps this was his and ours.
Simon would be proud to know we have achieved this in his
memory. Rest in peace, Simon, knowing how much you are
loved and missed by so many.
Our sincere thanks and gratitude to all who have helped this
legislation become a reality.
Margaret Millington, OAM
John Millington, OAM
Sallie, Laura and Maddie

I would like to thank the Millingtons for that very
moving contribution. It is a great privilege to be able to
read it into Hansard today.
To move on to the main provisions of this bill, it does
require a prescriber or dispenser of high-risk drugs to
review a patient’s previous use of high-risk drugs and
requires prescribers and dispensers to update records of
a patient’s access to high-risk drugs on a database. This
of course puts a lot of pressure on doctors to enter data
into the system. It means that they have to do what we
expect them to do anyway, and that is to review a
patient’s clinical history to make sure that the first time
they prescribe pain medication for a new patient they
actually consider what other alternatives may be
available. In many ways this is holding doctors and
pharmacists to account for doing what they should be
doing in any case.
The bill allows exemptions from the requirement to
review a patient’s previous use of high-risk drugs —
for example, for hospital inpatients, residential
aged-care patients, palliative care patients and
prisoners, for whom prescription shopping would be
difficult and unlikely. Patients in emergency
departments who are being discharged are included in
the scheme, so there is a requirement for doctors and
pharmacists to review the database for patients who
present to an emergency department.
The bill includes penalties for the misuse of the database
or failure to properly maintain the database. There are
also arrangements in place for schedule 8 treatment
permits, which will be reviewed and streamlined and will
remove some other administrative burdens. These will be
rolled out from 1 August 2018 over an 18-month period
via selected geography. They will not be put in place
across the state in one go; they will be slowly rolled out
across different regions. For the two to three months
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preceding 1 August 2018 and throughout the 18-month
grace period it is envisaged that the database will achieve
a critical mass of information so as to be valuable to the
prescribers and dispensers.
Of course we do need to make sure that we provide
additional support. We need to educate our medical
professionals, we need to ensure that the public is aware
of how this system will work and we need to ensure
that people are trained so that they can use the database.
This is essential, particularly when you consider some
of the challenges that face our doctors when somebody
who has an addiction comes to a new clinic. These
people can be extremely aggressive and unpredictable
when demanding medication, particularly if a doctor
refuses to prescribe in that instance.
There are some concerns around this legislation.
Firstly, we are looking at rolling out a national scheme
in the near future. Areas such as Nhill, where the
Millingtons are from, are very close to the South
Australian border. It would be very straightforward for
somebody to visit either a GP or a pharmacy simply
by travelling for an hour or so and gaining access to a
whole new range of drugs, so it is essential that we
move to a national scheme but most importantly that
there are seamless linkages between the Victorian
scheme and the national scheme.
I again note that there was a shift by Labor to
supporting a national scheme before a Victorian
scheme was put in place. We need to make sure that
Victoria puts in a true effort and that politics do not
play a part in putting barriers in place. We also need to
ensure that these schemes are absolutely seamless and
that a real-time prescription monitoring scheme can in
fact be national to avoid those cross-border challenges.
We also need to make sure that we have got appropriate
support services in place. Somebody who is addicted to
certain pharmaceutical medications should be referred
to an alcohol or other drug service to help them get off
those drugs. It is simply inappropriate not to provide
those additional supports and just force somebody into
being unable to access the medications they are
addicted to. That is a huge risk when we have already
got a drug treatment system which is completely
overburdened and the demand is far too great.
There are a number of other concerns I have, including
access to the software and ensuring there is training in
place. There is the fact that codeine is not included even
though it will be declared a prescription-only drug as
early as February next year. We have no detail around
the exemptions, which have not been detailed in the bill
and are likely to appear in regulations. We also have
concerns around disqualification for doctors —
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I apologise to
the member for Lowan and to our guests in the gallery.
The time appointed for me to interrupt business has
now arrived. The member for Lowan may take the call
when the bill is next before the house.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Energy prices
Ms RYAN (Euroa) — (13 018) The adjournment
matter I raise this evening is for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change. The action I
seek is that she immediately put in place measures to
assist those who are struggling with the extreme and
unreasonable increases in energy prices and to help
them meet those costs. I am very concerned about the
actions the government is taking which are currently
driving up power prices. The Grattan Institute has
pointed out that Labor’s decision to unilaterally
introduce the Victorian renewable energy target
(VRET) will increase costs without any net
environmental benefit. Tony Wood from the Grattan
Institute has described the policy as a nasty dog’s
breakfast with dodgy modelling.
Labor has also lied about the impact of the closure of
the Hazelwood power plant. On 3 November last year
the Premier said on radio that the closure of Hazelwood
would see power prices rise by 4 per cent or $0.85 a
week. What we now know is that the average Victorian
household is paying an extra $300 on their annual
energy bills this year, and some businesses are facing
power price increases of 250 per cent to 300 per cent.
They are figures from the St Vincent de Paul Society.
The Victorian Council of Social Service has also
expressed concern about the policy, saying that we
should not pretend that the VRET will magically drive
down power prices. Its CEO, Emma King, has said that
we should not be building a greener Victoria on the
backs of people who are doing it tough.
I have heard in recent days from a number of people
who are doing it tough. Today I was contacted by Gerry
Rigg and his partner, Judith Worsfold, from Girgarre
after they received a power bill of $770. That is a
staggering increase on their last bill, which was $166.
Gerry and Judith are age pensioners, and in Judith’s
words they are now being forced to choose between
eating or heating their house.
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David Wicker from Baddaginnie contacted me last
week on behalf of his mother, whose energy bill has
increased by $1000 in just one year. That is despite her
usage being less this year than in the same period last
year. Eric Christian, an elderly man who lives in the
Currie Park retirement village in Euroa, is at the point
where he is limiting the use of his heater because he
cannot afford to pay his energy and gas bills.
The examples are pouring in, and I believe they are
indicative of a crisis which our state is facing. It is clear
that the crisis is being borne by the most vulnerable. I
am also deeply concerned about the downstream effects
this is likely to have on employment in regional
economies as businesses try to tighten their margins in
order to meet the huge increases that we have been
seeing. Energy in this state has become completely
unaffordable, and it is due to the policies that those
opposite are introducing.

Reconciliation Banyule
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — (13 019) My
adjournment item is directed to the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, and the action I seek is for the
minister to visit the Ivanhoe electorate to meet with
Reconciliation Banyule. In the course of her visit I
think it would also be appropriate, if we could manage
it, to catch up with Banyule Community Health Service
and some of the Indigenous interactions and programs
that they run.
Reconciliation Banyule meets monthly to discuss the
improvement and awareness of Indigenous issues and
progress towards reconciliation in Banyule and
Melbourne. Their vision is for all Australians to live
together in justice and harmony and with respect for
one another, that all Australians acknowledge
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as the traditional
owners of the land and that the wrongs of the past will
be acknowledged and corrections made where possible.
They have a monthly film night, and I was a guest
speaker at one of those film nights recently. There was
a great discussion about the government’s work in
progressing treaty negotiations and discussions with
traditional owners. I have had the pleasure of learning a
lot over many years from Reconciliation Banyule,
firstly as a Banyule city councillor. Certainly since
2005 they have been a constant in the advocacy and
awareness that they bring to Indigenous issues. I want
to pay tribute to their work and thank them for what I
have learned from them as well as the accountability
they put on governments of all persuasions to do what
they can to advance the interests and protect and
advocate on behalf of the traditional owners of the land.
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A key driver of the film nights at the Uniting Church
hall in Seddon Street is to bring about discussion on a
range of Indigenous issues. The opportunity to provide,
through film, a discussion point and collaboration with
people is critical. I know that the minister would benefit
and the government would benefit, just as
Reconciliation Banyule would benefit, from an
opportunity to have some discussions and update the
community on where we are at with a lot of the
progress we are making in terms of those treaty issues
and, in relation to Banyule Community Health Service,
the significant programs that they run with Indigenous
Australians in my community.
More broadly in my role as the Parliamentary Secretary
for Water and also the Parliamentary Secretary for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change, I commend
the government on its work to include traditional
cultural water rights in our Water for Victoria policy
work and also on the drive from the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning to make sure
that we increase the employment of Indigenous
Australians well above the government’s set standards
and targets.

Kaniva Community Hub
Ms KEALY (Lowan) — (13 020) My adjournment
matter is for the Minister for Regional Development.
The action that I seek is for the government to provide
further drought relief funding for Kaniva Community
Hub to clear the $371 000 debt now passed to the
Kaniva-Leeor United Football Club as a result of a
significant shortfall in state government funding. There
is no doubt the Kaniva Community Hub is a fabulous
facility. I was honoured to recently tour the building
with members of the football and netball clubs. These
people are extremely proud of their new facility. They
have worked exceptionally hard to make it a reality, but
they are extremely troubled that this unexpected debt
which the Kaniva-Leeor United Club has now inherited
as a result of this project may wipe out the club within
five years.
Kaniva-Leeor United Football Club, as the main users
of the hub, are liable for any excesses on the build. The
football club, netball club, hockey club, racecourse
reserve, the A & P Society and community fundraising
efforts have raised in excess of $207 000, surpassing
their original financial commitment to the project — a
truly amazing effort for a small community
experiencing financial hardship. Community members
have also contributed thousands of hours of in-kind
support to help make the hub a reality, and I thank them
for their commitment and tireless contribution to the
project. However, there remains a funding shortfall of
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$371 000. The state drought response funding provided
was less than half of the total build cost and was simply
not enough to support such a significant building
project in a community ravaged by drought for
consecutive years.
The original state funding for the project was provided
as part of the drought response package. As recently as
10 August the minister stated:
The drought has had a huge impact on communities right
across Victoria and this new community hub in Kaniva will
be a huge boost for all in the region.

Community members are deeply concerned that this
project may not in fact be a boost and that the weight of
the residual debt may in fact wipe out the football club.
This would be a disaster for a community already
struggling to get back on their feet after years of
drought. I therefore ask the minister to save the
Kaniva-Leeor United Football Club and provide further
drought support funding so that the community is
relieved from the financial stress of being left with a
debt that could break some of the most important
community sporting clubs and community
organisations in the district.

Consumer Policy Research Centre
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) — (13 021) My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation,
and the action I am seeking is for the minister to
provide an update to Yuroke residents on how the
newly announced Consumer Policy Research Centre
will improve fairness and protection for consumers in
my community. In a marketplace where it can
sometimes feel like buyers have little power, I welcome
any initiative that protects and extends consumer rights
and helps people to exercise them. Too often many of
us in this place are visited by concerned constituents
who believe they have been taken advantage of by
sellers and who do not feel they have adequate
assistance, support or access to information. That is
why I was delighted by the announcement of the new
research centre as well as the appointment of the CEO.
I look forward to sharing the minister’s update with
residents of the Yuroke electorate.

Ghazeepore Road, Waurn Ponds, level crossing
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — (13 022) My
adjournment matter this evening is to the Minister for
Public Transport. The action I seek is that the minister
investigate and fix the operation of the boom gates on
the Ghazeepore Road level crossing in Waurn Ponds,
adjacent to the Waurn Ponds railway station, which can
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cause delays of up to 15 minutes on a regular basis. I
have been contacted by numerous constituents, both
train and road users, who advise me that this set of
boom gates can get stuck down for lengthy periods —
often for 10 to 15 minutes — and despite their
complaints nothing has been done to rectify the
situation. The level crossing is situated on a busy road
that is west of the station, and just further west is where
the trains are stabled before they leave from Waurn
Ponds station.
I would imagine that V/Line and Public Transport
Victoria (PTV) know that this level crossing is causing
delays, especially as the station further along the line,
Marshall station, has level crossings over Marshalltown
Road. The gates there are lowered for a maximum of
3 minutes and quickly raised again — a train sitting at
the station does not mean there need to be lengthy
delays to the traffic waiting to pass. In fact it seems that
this crossing is well known to V/Line, and upon
inquiries by one of my constituents, Olivia from
Torquay, V/Line admitted that:
Certain train movements may mean that boom gate
downtimes are longer at some crossings more than others.

V/Line went on to advise Olivia that they:
… regret to advise no changes can be made at the current
time.

Upon speaking to another constituent, Dr Paul Egan, I
learnt that he was advised by V/Line that Waurn Ponds
station staff know that the problem exists but can offer
no solutions. My office has made further contact with
V/Line, speaking with staff at both Waurn Ponds and
Geelong stations. Staff at both these stations have stated
that the level crossing boom gates can get stuck on
occasions when a train is delayed, when a freight train
comes through or when a train is stabling before
leaving Waurn Ponds station. This is unacceptable, as it
causes the road traffic to build up and there is no
alternative route.
Another constituent, Jeff Dans of Connewarre,
highlighted to me that not only does he get caught at the
gates but it happens so regularly when he takes his
daughter to school that she has requested they leave
home earlier to factor in the regular delays. Mr Dans
has tried to speak to V/Line and PTV. Not only was he
on hold for over 20 minutes but again no solution was
offered to him. A delay of 15 minutes is something that
gets many drivers frustrated. According to another
constituent who contacted me, it causes anxiety and it
causes drivers to make dangerous U-turns or even
dangerous attempts to cross the closed level crossing.
Furthermore, for those who are forced to wait, they
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often end up missing the train and have to race to
Marshall station.
Minister, I know that fixing level crossings outside
marginal seats in metropolitan Melbourne is not the
priority of your government, but I ask you to
immediately investigate this level crossing before a
tragic accident happens.

Bentleigh Moorabbin Central Rotary Club
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — (13 023) My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Treasurer.
The action I seek is for the Treasurer to engage with
Bentleigh Moorabbin Central Rotary Club regarding
stamp duty relief following their recent purchase of a
property. Bentleigh Moorabbin Central Rotary Club is
probably best known for the market they run every
Sunday and have run every Sunday since 1977. They
celebrated their 40-year anniversary this year, and in
that time they have raised a lot of money — millions of
dollars in fact — for countless causes. They did
something very special this year in that they purchased
a property which they have given up for the use of
Launch Housing to accommodate victims of family
violence, which is something that this government
absolutely supports. The stamp duty came to more than
$27 000. I think it would be worth the Treasurer
looking closely at that and considering whether such a
good cause warrants some stamp duty relief.

Norwood Secondary College
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) — (13 024) My
adjournment matter is to the Minister for Education.
My request is that the minister urgently appoint
architects to develop the master plan for Norwood
Secondary College. On 24 November 2015 I raised a
constituency question for the Minister for Education
regarding the fact that Norwood had already gone
through the probity process for selecting an architect to
conduct its master plan. In that question I asked the
minister to intervene promptly to ensure that Norwood
Secondary College could use its selected architect to get
on with the job of developing its master plan to upgrade
the school. The minister’s response to that question did
not address the master plan at all.
The last allocation for capital works that Norwood
Secondary College received for its classrooms and
study activities was in the 1970s, and this was in fact
for a library. The school is soon to celebrate its
60th birthday. The school classrooms have had no work
done, no upgrades and no rebuilds. With the schools in
the minister’s electorate receiving $17.6 million for
upgrades during this term and with the marginal Labor
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seat of Bentleigh, according to the member’s own
budget speech, having seen a whopping $45 million in
the last two budgets for Bentleigh electorate schools,
the Norwood school community has clearly been
shunned and ignored by the minister.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms RYALL — I note for the benefit of those
reading Hansard that those opposite are saying, ‘Hear,
hear!’ about their own schools. Norwood desperately
needs its master plan and a future plan for renewal. The
students and families do not want to be treated like
second-class citizens compared to other students and
families in Victoria. The Labor Party has been in power
for approximately 14 of the last 18 years, and yet
Norwood has been ignored. Much has been said by the
minister and the Premier about our kids needing
21st-century learning spaces and the best education
facilities. Why does that not apply to Norwood
Secondary College?
I have asked the Minister for Education during this
Parliament to advise how much of the current budget
allocation for Maroondah schools is going to schools in
the Ringwood electorate. His first answer directed me
to a website which did not have the information. The
Speaker ruled that answer unresponsive. When the
question was re-opened, the same response was given.
Twice the minister has refused to release this
information, and it is now clear why. Not a single dollar
from this year’s budget is going to schools for capital
works in my electorate. We constantly hear in this
Parliament about the fabulous new and upgraded
schools in Labor electorates. What about Norwood
students? The Norwood school community implores
the minister to prioritise them too, to give their
education the same level of priority and importance as
the students in his own electorate, as the students in the
Bentleigh electorate and as the students in all marginal
Labor seats.

Sunbury Downs College and Sunbury Heights
Primary School
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) — (13 025) The matter I
raise is also for the attention of the Minister for
Education. The action I seek is that the minister
approve funding for a shared facility between Hume
City Council, Sunbury Downs College and Sunbury
Heights Primary School in my electorate. As a former
student of Sunbury Heights Primary School I do
understand how hard staff and the school community
have worked for many years to try to improve teaching
and learning outcomes. Sunbury Heights and Sunbury
Downs share a border. The schools work to improve
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educational opportunities for their students, and they
work closely in supporting one another. That is why
this opportunity is too hard to pass up.
Last year whilst I was principal for a day at Sunbury
Downs I had the opportunity to sit down with Hume
City Council and the school to discuss ways we could
improve facilities and get better equipment to enhance
those learning opportunities. Many of the buildings
have not been upgraded since the late 1980s, when
Sunbury Downs was built. Fast forward to a couple of
months ago, and I understand through the Andrews
Labor government’s Shared Facilities Fund the
application has gone in signed by both schools and the
City of Hume for a shared facility. I am told by
Sunbury Heights school principal Kaye Mills and
Sunbury Downs school principal Maria Oddo that this
facility will be of great benefit to their students. It is a
proposed hub to be jointly constructed on the sites of
Sunbury Heights Primary School and Sunbury Downs
College that will deliver a new modern facility for the
benefit and enjoyment of generations to come and of
course local residents.
Proposed facility elements include a flexible
multipurpose community and activity meeting space, a
commercial kitchen, spaces for government and
non-government organisations to run training and offer
employment support, and space for council-run satellite
services. The co-location of community services and
programs and voluntary, community and local
government service providers is certainly something I
support, and tonight I ask the minister to approve the
application to the Shared Facilities Fund.

Walmer Street, Kew, bridge
Mr T. SMITH (Kew) — (13 026) My adjournment
matter this evening is for the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety. The action I seek is that the minister fund
an upgrade of the Walmer Street bridge, which crosses
the Yarra River between the City of Yarra and City of
Boroondara in Kew. The Walmer Street bridge is a
historic bridge that is currently falling to pieces. It is a
hazard to both cyclists and pedestrians who use it
regularly. I have frequented that bridge —
Mr Pakula interjected.
Mr T. SMITH — I advise the Attorney-General it
is Walmer. I noticed that he is diligently taking notes,
which I greatly appreciate.
Mr Pakula — Speak more clearly.
Mr T. SMITH — You cannot be criticising
someone in their adjournment speech, my friend. I have
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been criticised on my pronunciation. That does not
often happen here, but anyway, we will move on.
The key point is that the bridge is falling to pieces. It was
built by the state government many years ago, and there
are planks of wood that are out of place. There are holes
in it. The council has threatened to essentially close it
down if there is not an urgent upgrade. Boroondara
council have suggested that quite frankly it is not their
responsibility. The City of Yarra are in, shall we say,
constrained fiscal circumstances. They probably ought
not be putting so much money into cancelling Australia
Day and protesting on federal issues.
This bridge is frequented by a good number of cyclists
every single day and also by runners, by pedestrians
and by folk walking their dogs in both the City of Yarra
and the City of Boroondara. I would ask that the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety investigate how
much money is required to improve it and that he look
at funding and an urgent upgrade.

Laurimar Primary School
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — (13 027) I wish to raise
a matter for the attention of the Minister for Education,
specifically in his role as the responsible planning
authority for any building works undertaken on any
government school property in Victoria. The action I
seek is that he assist Laurimar Primary School in
Doreen and the local RSL sub-branch to recoup
building and planning fees charged to them by the City
of Whittlesea prior to the 2014 election.
As the minister and Premier have both observed in
recent separate visits to Laurimar Primary School, this
fabulous school hosts within its grounds a beautiful
cenotaph, complete with an eternal flame and reflection
pond. This was unveiled in time for Remembrance Day
in November 2014. As far as anyone can identify, this
cenotaph is the only one built on school grounds not
only in Victoria but in fact in Australia. This
outstanding project was the brainchild of principal
Jason McBean, a longstanding member of the RSL
sub-branch at Montmorency.
The school has a solemn connection to current serving
military personnel, as many parents at the school are
serving our country, both here and overseas. Veterans
and those who have fallen serving our country are
honoured each day at Laurimar primary as each of the
six houses is named after a Victoria Cross awardee.
Mr McBean worked closely with the then Diamond
Creek-Doreen RSL sub-branch and John Murphy from
the Whiteman property group. Many tradespeople
donated their labour and reduced their rates, and many
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companies, including Winslow, supplied materials at
reduced rates. This Doreen cenotaph has been a labour
of love for so many.
Sadly this love and support has not extended to the
local council. It is not surprising that the school and the
RSL sought advice from council about this project.
What is surprising is that the council charged them fees
for this advice when the council should know full well
that the responsible planning authority for any work
undertaken on school grounds is in fact the Minister for
Education. I urge the minister to get to the bottom of
this to see whether or not it was the previous Minister
for Education, the member for Nepean, who dropped
the ball on this and failed to make a decision or whether
it was simply a cash grab by council.
The mayor, Cr Ricky Kirkham, is a member of the
local sub-branch. He was the mayor at the time. He was
the ward councillor at the time. He should have known
better. He should have supported that school
community in a much better way. I urge the minister to
get to the bottom of what occurred and to get this
money back for the school community so that they can
improve this memorial for the future enjoyment of the
Doreen community.

Responses
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — The member
for Euroa raised a matter for the Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change regarding measures
to assist those dealing with energy price rises, and I will
pass that on.
The member for Ivanhoe raised a matter for the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs regarding a meeting
with Reconciliation Banyule. I will pass that on.
The member for Lowan raised a matter for the Minister
for Regional Development regarding funding for the
Kaniva Community Hub. I will pass that on.
The member for Yuroke raised a matter for the Minister
for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation
regarding an update on the Consumer Policy Research
Centre. I will pass that on.
The member for South Barwon raised a matter for the
Minister for Public Transport regarding boom gates
adjacent to Waurn Ponds station. I will pass that on.
The member for Bentleigh raised a matter for the
Treasurer seeking that he engage with the Bentleigh
Moorabbin Central Rotary Club regarding stamp duty
relief. I will pass that on.
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The member for Ringwood raised a matter for the
Minister for Education regarding the appointment of
architects for Norwood Secondary College. I will pass
that on.
The member for Sunbury raised a matter for the
Minister for Education regarding funding for a shared
facility between Sunbury Heights Primary School and
Sunbury Downs College. I will pass that on.
The member for Kew raised a matter for the Minister
for Roads and Road Safety regarding an upgrade to the
Walmer Street bridge. I will pass that on.
The member for Yan Yean raised a matter for the
Minister for Education asking that the minister look
into the recouping of planning fees charged by the City
of Whittlesea to Laurimar Primary School in Doreen. I
will pass that on.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house
now stands adjourned until tomorrow.
House adjourned 7.25 p.m.

2674

ASSEMBLY

PETITIONS
Thursday, 7 September 2017

ASSEMBLY

Thursday, 7 September 2017
The SPEAKER (Hon. Colin Brooks) took the chair
at 9.33 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS

3.
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erect signs notifying drivers to slow down as they are
approaching a school.

By Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) (1913 signatures).

Maroondah Highway, Lilydale
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

Following petitions presented to house:

Booran Road, Caulfield East
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The Glen Eira College community, including students,
parents and staff, are very worried over the safety of
pedestrians using the crossing point on Booran Road,
Caulfield East. The school campus is split in two across
Booran Road.
There have been a number of near-misses as vehicles are
not stopping in time or, in some cases, not stopping at all.
These incidents have occurred despite teacher supervision
of the crossing during the school day and a crossing
supervisor before and after school. Speed and a lack of
adequate and prominent signage have contributed to these
life-threatening incidents.
Variable electronic speed signs are required to make the
traffic lights more visible to drivers and to extend the
40-kilometre-an-hour speed limit throughout the school day.
We call on the state government and VicRoads to urgently
install variable electronic speed signage at this dangerous
pedestrian crossing on Booran Road, Caulfield East.

By Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (68 signatures).

South Gippsland Highway, Cranbourne East
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the staff, students, parents and friends of
Lighthouse Christian College Cranbourne, together with the
residents of Cranbourne, Victoria, draws to the attention of
the house the section of road along 1785 South Gippsland
Highway, Cranbourne East, upon which Lighthouse Christian
College Cranbourne is, is in its current state a dangerous
stretch of road. It has claimed the lives of Xinyu Yuan and her
mother, Ma Li Dai, in a fatal car crash on 9 August 2017. In
addition to this tragedy it has caused many other motor
vehicle incidents over the past few years, resulting in the
hospitalisation of those involved.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria:
1.

reduce the speed limit of the section of road within
1 kilometre approaching the school from both directions
to 80 kilometres an hour at all times;

2.

reduce the speed limit of the section of road within
1 kilometre approaching the school from both
directions to 60 kilometres an hour during school
drop-off (8.00–9.30 a.m.) and pick-up times
(2.30–4.30 p.m.) on school days;

The petition of the Evelyn residents draws to the attention of
the house that we the undersigned believe the existing traffic
signalling along the section of Maroondah Highway west of
the Warburton Highway is unsafe. Vehicles do not give way
to motorists faced by Maroondah Highway traffic wishing to
make a left turn into Mangans Road or Tudor Village Drive
nor do vehicles merging from the Warburton Highway.
The petitioners therefore request the Legislative Assembly of
Victoria address the merging traffic issue by:
regular traffic lights or merging traffic flashing light;
slower speed limit from Warburton Highway to
Maroondah Highway;
signage to indicate the entry to both Mangans Road and
Tudor Village Drive.

By Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) (360 signatures).

Voluntary assisted dying
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Victoria from the electorate of
the district of Evelyn draws to the attention of the house the
upcoming bill to legalise euthanasia and assisted suicide. The
petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of
Victoria does not vote to allow euthanasia and assisted suicide
to be part of our healthcare system.

By Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) (104 signatures).

Poowong public transport
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly that the township
of Poowong and surrounds is underserved by public transport
to Melbourne.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria calls on the state government to provide
services that stop at Poowong or at the very least initiate a
trial to gauge the level of demand.

By Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South)
(762 signatures).

Greyhound muzzling
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the Greyhound Equality Society (GES) and
residents of Victoria draws to the attention of the house the
2015 inquiry into the legislative and regulatory framework
relating to restricted breed dogs that resulted in the Economy
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and Infrastructure Committee recommending ending the
requirement for non-racing greyhounds to be muzzled in
Victoria. Despite this all-party recommendation, the
government ordered an additional investigation by the
Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and
Resources, which we believe is superfluous to the extensive
and comprehensive inquiry already undertaken in 2015.
We would also like to draw to the attention of the house that
the following organisations and government offices also fully
support ending the requirement for non-racing greyhounds to
be muzzled in Victoria: Australian Veterinary Association,
RSPCA, NSW Greyhound Industry Reform Panel, the ACT
government and Greyhound Racing Victoria.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria observe the clear recommendations of
the above-mentioned inquiry of 2015 and remove the
requirement for non-racing greyhounds to be muzzled in
Victoria and not wait until 2018 for the outcome of the
above-mentioned superfluous investigation.

By Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (2048 signatures).

Princes Highway–Gnotuk Lane, Gnotuk
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Polwarth in Victoria draws the
attention of the house to the dangerous crossing of the Princes
Highway and Gnotuk Lane near Camperdown. The
petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly of
Victoria support a funding commitment to implement an
80-kilometre-an-hour speed limit to the stretch of highway
and warning lights to prevent a fatality.

By Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) (95 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Caulfield be considered next day on
motion of Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Gippsland South be considered next
day on motion of Mr O’BRIEN (Gippsland South).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Cranbourne be considered next day on
motion of Mr PERERA (Cranbourne).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Evelyn be considered next day on
motion of Ms FYFFE (Evelyn).
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Tabled by Acting Clerk:
Ombudsman — Enquiry into the provision of alcohol and
drug rehabilitation services following contact with the
criminal justice system — Ordered to be published.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourns until Tuesday,
19 September 2017.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Gerry O’Brien
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I rise to pay
tribute to Gerry O’Brien, who passed away in
Dennington a couple of weeks ago aged 78. Whether it
was in the dairy factories of Victoria’s south-west or at
the Hotel Warrnambool or with a carload of O’Briens
against the rail at the May races, Gerry was
immediately recognisable with his woolly jumper, his
Akubra, a pot of beer and a Rothmans.
Gerry’s working life spanned decades as a delegate at
‘Nestles’ Dennington — never Nestlé — then as an
organiser for the cold storage union and for the
National Union of Workers. Gerry was beloved by
dairy workers in the south-west from Regal Cream in
Colac to Bonlac in Cororooke and Cobden, from Kraft
in Simpson and Allansford to Warrnambool Cheese
and Butter, from Nestlé Dennington to Murray
Goulburn Koroit. And why not? He worked hard for
them, he represented them and he improved their wages
and conditions. I was glad and gratified that I got to see
Gerry on a visit to his place with Greg Lee and David
McFadden just before he left.
To Mary and to Mary and Gerry’s seven kids and
21 grandkids, Ger was a champion bloke — but you all
know that. See you in May.

Croydon City Arrows Soccer Club
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Prahran be considered next day on
motion of Mr HIBBINS (Prahran).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Polwarth be considered next day on
motion of Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth).

Mr HODGETT (Croydon) — I wish to extend my
congratulations to the Croydon City Arrows Soccer
Club, which last month celebrated 60 years as the
premier soccer club in my electorate of Croydon. It
was my pleasure to attend the club’s anniversary
celebrations at their home ground of Dorset Reserve
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and spend the day with many current and former
players, coaches, members and fans that have
supported the club over the years.
Founded in 1957, the Croydon City Arrows have a long
and proud history of sporting achievement. The
first-ever soccer team to represent Australia at a World
Cup — the original 1974 World Cup squad — had a
number of Croydon players. The Arrows have had
several players progress to play at a professional level
with the Socceroos and Melbourne Victory, including
Socceroos captain Paul Wade, among others.
The Arrows have hundreds of members and currently
field five girls and 12 boys sides in the juniors, and two
sides in the men’s and women’s seniors and reserves.
The women’s seniors recently qualified for State
League division 1, the highest of the state divisions and
a magnificent achievement. I would particularly like to
thank president Mark Tate and the whole Croydon City
Arrows committee and congratulate them on their
ongoing hard work, and thank all involved for making
the club’s 60th anniversary celebrations such a
successful and enjoyable day.

AFL Ballarat match
Ms KNIGHT (Wendouree) — History was made
when more than 10 000 people gathered at Mars
Stadium to watch the Western Bulldogs take on Port
Adelaide in Ballarat’s first AFL game. What a day! The
sun was shining, the hotels, bars and restaurants were
full and the atmosphere was electric — a spirit money
cannot buy. This all means jobs, jobs, jobs. Sadly, the
Doggies did not get up, but the game was close right up
until the end.
The front page of the Courier said it all: ‘Epic
Weekend — Ballarat thrives in spotlight as AFL and
events come to town’ — and did we ever thrive. In fact
I think we were all a little bit up ourselves, and with
good reason. We have so much to offer, and now we
have even more with the Mars Stadium, which will host
two AFL games for the next four years and provide a
venue that can do so much more. There was so much to
be proud of on AFL day. I am incredibly grateful to the
Bulldogs for having confidence in Ballarat, and for
really becoming part of our community. Brett Goodes
does an outstanding job of supporting our community
through various programs.
I think the last word should go to a group of
20-somethings from Melbourne who said that next year
they are going to spend a few days in Ballarat. ‘We
love this place’, they said. They were Bulldogs
supporters who said, ‘We were too young for Whitten
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Oval, and Etihad belongs to everyone. We feel we have
found our home ground’. This kind of investment is
exactly what good governments do. So to Cr Amy
Johnson, who believes this investment is a waste of
taxpayer money, I say: not even your clueless
comments could kill the buzz on that great day.

HOCUS
Ms RYAN (Euroa) — In 2014 it was identified that
approximately 200 of Benalla’s young people were not
engaged in education or employment. Last week I met
with Mary-Lou Terry, who runs the Waminda
community house’s HOCUS youth group. The group
meets on a weekly basis, and young people participate
in a number of activities, including a range of sports
and hobbies such as attending the local gym, dance
classes, bowling, swimming and cooking. They
volunteer by collecting donations for the Leukaemia
Foundation at Winton Motor Raceway events and by
helping with tree-planting projects.
HOCUS also offers useful guidance in résumé and
cover letter preparation and mock interviews. One
participant said, ‘I stopped going to school because I
felt lost and lonely. I came to HOCUS and made some
friends and now I am back at school’. The program’s
current funding through the adult, community and
further education program is drawing to a close, but the
board of Waminda are eager to see it continue. I urge
the government to provide the funding required so this
great program can keep going.

Kangaroo pet-food trial
Ms RYAN — I call on the government to provide
certainty to landholders by making the kangaroo
pet-food scheme ongoing. Landholders across my
region are concerned that the government plans to do
away with the trial, which was introduced by the former
coalition government, when it expires in March next
year. The government should also examine the
feasibility of including deer in the scheme. Deer are
becoming a major problem, with landholders in the
Strathbogie Ranges now telling me that they are seeing
deer on their properties. I again urge the government to
make permanent the kangaroo pet-food trial and to
examine extending it to include deer.

Marymede Catholic College
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) — I recently had
the pleasure of visiting Marymede Catholic College in
South Morang and spending some time with a very
enthusiastic bunch of year 1 students. This term they
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have learned about the importance of recycling and
how to separate their rubbish into different coloured
bins. It was very impressive.
I was very impressed to hear the extensive knowledge
they had about recycling. I also had the pleasure of
unveiling the winners of their recycling art competition.
Four students had their artworks promoting recycling
turned into stickers on the school bins for everyone to
see. These gorgeous artworks depicted schoolkids
picking the right bins for their different types of
rubbish, with the slogan ‘Keep Marymede Clean’.
These year 1 students are leading the way in promoting
recycling in their school, and they will be leading the
way well into the future too.

BAPS Shri Swaminarayan mandir, Melbourne
Ms D’AMBROSIO — I also had the pleasure to
visit the BAPS temple in my electorate in the suburb of
Mill Park, where they undertook an education seminar
for the secondary school members of their
communities. It was a really terrific event and a great
honour for me to be able to come in and talk to them
about my own journeys in public life and my own
beginnings in terms of education, and I really do want
to thank them and extend my appreciation to them for
doing a wonderful thing for young members of their
communities so that they can have every opportunity to
take full advantage of our terrific education in this state
and become full members of their community.

Booran Road, Caulfield East
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — Safety is one of
the key things that we all wish for when it comes to our
schools, particularly when it comes to kids getting to
and from school. Glen Eira College is a great school
within my electorate, and I do acknowledge the work of
the rebuild of that school, and the Deputy Premier was
in fact there just 12 months ago announcing a
$9.5 million upgrade. But one thing that has not been
done is the pedestrian crossing, particularly variable
electronic signs at the school. A 40-kilometre zone
operates only between school beginning and going
times but not during the day. The school desperately
needs a 40-kilometre zone all the way during school
hours, and it also needs variable signs operating so
motorists are aware of this.
We have raised this a number of times. This was
certainly raised initially 12 months ago, which caused
VicTrack and VicRoads to do some study. A VicRoads
study traffic count from 2 May to 8 May noticed that
there were a number of people speeding; up to 77 per
cent of vehicles were travelling more than
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40 kilometres per hour between 10.00 a.m. and
2.00 p.m. This is an accident waiting to happen. We are
calling on the government, the Deputy Premier, the
Treasurer and the Minister for Roads and Road Safety
to do something to make the school safe and to ensure
that we have variable signage and a 40-kilometre zone
operating during school hours.

Women in policing
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) — I was
delighted recently to join the Governor, the Chief
Commissioner of Police and senior police at
Government House to celebrate Victoria’s 100 years
of women in policing. We had hundreds of past and
present women who have served Victoria Police there
on that evening. It was a great opportunity to honour
the contribution of women to the vital work of
Victoria Police.
In 1917 Madge Connor and Elizabeth Beers became
the first female police agents, and a lot has changed
since then. The recent rededication of Madge
Connor’s grave was a moving service that I was
privileged to attend. Madge led the way, and her
contribution was crucial for so many women,
including me, in being able to hold the positions we
do today. Women have now held every rank within
Victoria Police. The pay at the time was half that of
the male officers, and they had no arrest rights. They
were working in conditions that seem unimaginable
now. Through Madge’s work, women in Victoria
Police achieved equal pay for equal work, nearly half
a century before this became law in Australia.
Despite this, significant barriers continued for women.
For example, until 1986 female officers had to carry
their firearms in a police-issue handbag, and trousers
took a few decades to become part of the uniform. In
1924 there were four female police officers. Now there
are more than 4000 women in Victoria Police. There is
more to be done to continue to attract increasing
numbers of female recruits and achieve real equality for
women within the force. I want to thank all those past
and current women who serve or served in Victoria
Police. You have helped to build a better organisation.

Oishi-m
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — Recently I
attended the Geelong Business Excellence Awards,
and I am pleased to recognise that the business of the
year for 2017 was Oishi-m, a Torquay-based
children’s fashion business. Established in 2006 by
Bellbrae resident Miyo Fallshaw, the business
specialises in garments for children from three months
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to six years old. The Torquay-designed products
accommodate all sizes and are designed for
functionality and comfort. As well as operating a retail
shop in Gilbert Street, Torquay, they successfully
reach their customers through the company’s website
and at the same time promote the Surf Coast and
Geelong region right throughout the world.

Torquay Bowls Club
Mr KATOS — I was delighted last Friday to be at
the official opening of the Torquay bowls season.
Despite the rainy start to the season, the launch was
well attended, with many eagerly looking forward to a
busy and fun season ahead. As part of the opening I
was fortunate to officially launch the club history book
of the Torquay Bowls Club, with a special introduction
by club historian Ian Gribble. Congratulations to Ian on
his work. It is a very in-depth history of the club that
will be read for many years to come. I would also like
to thank all at the Torquay Bowls Club, particularly its
chairman, Mac Smith, for allowing me to be a part of
the book launch and the opening of the bowls season.

Onam festival
Mr KATOS — I would like to congratulate the
Geelong Maitri community for inviting me to attend
and be their chief guest at the Geelong Onam festival
2017. I was honoured to light the lamp as part of the
festival, a festival that celebrates the rich Indian culture
as well as art and food. It was held last Saturday at the
Geelong West town hall. It was wonderful to meet with
so many passionate members of the Indian community
and celebrate with them at this festival.

School breakfast clubs
Mr NOONAN (Minister for Industry and
Employment) — One of the unsung investments of the
Andrews government is the $13.7 million to establish
the school breakfast clubs program for 500 of the most
disadvantaged government primary schools in Victoria
over four years. The program is managed by Foodbank
Victoria, the largest food welfare agency in Australia.
Foodbank Victoria delivers free healthy food supplies
to participating schools, enabling a school breakfast
club to run during the course of the school week.
I had the privilege of visiting the Altona North Primary
School breakfast club last Friday morning to meet the
teachers and volunteers delivering the program. I was
also able to serve breakfast to a good number of
enthusiastic young students as they quizzed me about
various issues, such as football and politics. It is clear
the breakfast club program is making a difference, and I
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want to thank the Altona North Primary School
community, led by principal Robyn Gregson, for their
commitment to give every one of their students the best
start in life.

Clara Jordan-Baird
Mr NOONAN — On the issue of making a
difference, it is with regret that I report that we lost a
young Labor activist, Clara Jordan-Baird, who died
suddenly earlier this week, aged just 28. I did not know
Clara well, but on the occasions that I met her I was
struck by her positive energy, intellect, respectful
approach and commitment to Labor values. Those who
knew her well, including my colleague Tim Watts, are
mourning not only their friend but her lost potential. I
certainly extend my sympathies to her family at this
difficult time.

County Court Sale sittings
Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) — The
decision of the County Court to discontinue including
Sale in the court circuit has been met with dismay and
disappointment in the Wellington shire, which already
feels like state government services are being reduced
or ignored — think TAFE, trains and health services.
The County Court says it cannot hold circuit in Sale in
future due to the nature of the historic but outdated
building, which causes a risk of mistrials. Leaving aside
that that must have been the case for many decades
now, if it is true, then it is a matter for the state
government to address. The Attorney-General should
be working with Court Services Victoria to ascertain
what works are needed and then fund them
appropriately. In this day and age, to force people from
Wellington shire to travel to Morwell, which is already
a busy court, just because the Sale court is outdated is
not acceptable.

Sale TAFE services
Mr D. O’BRIEN — Just as the court needs
updating, so do Sale TAFE services, which is why the
Labor government must match the announcement last
week by The Nationals and Liberals for a new TAFE
campus at the port of Sale. The Fulham campus is
falling down and inadequate, and after more than a
decade of fighting, the Sale community has had enough
and needs certainty on TAFE services going forward.
Labor needs to step up and match our commitment to a
new campus in Sale.
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Biggest Ever Blokes Barbecue
Mr D. O’BRIEN — It was great to be part of
Wellington’s Biggest Ever Blokes Barbecue recently,
which raised a whopping $85 000 for prostate cancer
research, with most of the proceeds likely to be directed
to local support services. Well done to the committee of
volunteers that put together this fantastic day, with
410 blokes there.
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Taylors–Kings roads, Delahey
Ms HUTCHINS — In addition to this, our
investment in the Taylors Road–Kings Road
roundabout removal is on track. It is the intersection
between the three key seats in the west — Sydenham,
Koroit and St Albans — and I know the members of
Koroit and St Albans are pleased to see this on track.

New Street, Brighton, development
Gippsland South electorate football
Mr D. O’BRIEN — Footy grand finals are on, and
good luck this weekend to Clancy Bennett’s Mirboo
North team in the Mid Gippsland League decider
against Yinnar. The Tigers only scraped into the finals
on percentage, but they are on a giant-killing run and
anything can happen. Fish Creek and Toora will face
off in the Alberton Football Netball League grand final,
with Fishy chasing back-to-back flags and Toora into
its first grand final since 1989 and chasing its first flag
since its one and only premiership in 1973. Good luck
to all teams.

Ms ASHER (Brighton) — I wish to draw to the
house’s attention the state Labor government’s plan to
impose a nine-storey development in New Street,
Brighton, near Elsternwick Park and the flood-prone
Elster Creek. This development will be a mixture of
private and public housing. Currently on the site there is
exclusively public housing of three to four storeys and
127 apartments. It is our belief that the government will
bypass the Bayside City Council and have the Minister
for Planning approve a totally inappropriate nine-storey
development in New Street, Brighton, with well over
300 apartments in that development. I call on the
Minister for Planning not to do this.

Melton Highway level crossing
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Local
Government) — The Andrews government is getting
on with removing the Melton Highway level crossing,
just a stone’s throw away from Watergardens station.
Recently the crossing was closed to put in place
24 beams, each weighing 76 tonnes and cast locally in
Melton. Despite strong winds, all critical works were
completed with the help of one of Australia’s largest
cranes, a crane that required 30 trucks to bring the parts
in to build it.
Once the southern half of the structure is completed by
early next year, all four lanes of traffic will be moved
onto the new southern side of the bridge and work will
begin on the north side. Once the level crossing is gone,
it is gone for good and it is out of the way, before the
new Metro Tunnel project helps increase the capacity
on the Sunbury line by around 60 per cent. I am very
proud that through infrastructure investment by the
Victorian Labor government we are able to drive this
new era of purchasing locally produced steel in Victoria
and creating manufacturing jobs.
Where this intersection sits is the heart of my
community, and this heart has had some blocked valves
over the last few years because of the traffic. We know
that the removal of the Melton Highway level crossing
is going to change the face of our local suburbs.

Again I make the point that it is very simplistic for the
Labor Party to say, ‘You’re anti-public housing’. We
are not. There is public housing on that site. We are
strongly in favour of the renewal of public housing.
What we are opposed to is a nine-storey development
on that site, which gives very little increase in public
housing, a lot of profit to a developer and a lot of
private housing. It is something that is inappropriate
for Brighton. I refer to the council’s press release of
6 September, quoting the mayor:
The proposed buildings are in an area currently zoned for
buildings of no more than three storeys in height and will
fundamentally alter this part of Bayside …
The development will reduce the amenity of local residents
while achieving only a small increase in the amount of public
housing on the site.

Gary Qiang Li
Mr LIM (Clarinda) — I rise to sing the praises of a
visionary education exporter. Gary Qiang Li has been
engaged in transnational education since 2001, with
his major contribution in helping to introduce and
deliver the Victorian certificate of education (VCE) in
China program. This program has been very popular
because it allows Chinese parents to keep their single
child for two years more in China before sending them
to an Australian university. Gary has worked with
education authorities and schools from Victoria and
China, and he has successfully developed a quality
transnational education program, which is now
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operated in more than 22 schools in China, involving
about 5000 young students.
In addition to his work in promoting the delivery of the
VCE in China program, Gary Li is also dedicated to the
further development of this transnational program by
organising the annual VCE transnational conference,
which started in 2012. This conference is the annual
gathering of all teachers who are involved with the VCE
in China program. Among the six conferences held so
far, the last two have been very successful, with the fifth
one attended by the Deputy Premier, the Minister for
Education. I was privileged to open the last one in early
July, with 200 attendees. It was a great success, and Gary
earned a lot of respect from the institutions.

Police vehicle ramming
Mr WELLS (Rowville) — This statement
condemns the Andrews Labor government for its
continued failure to support legislation to protect the
dedicated and hardworking members of Victoria Police.
The Andrews government recently demonstrated how
out of touch it is in its priorities when, along with the
Greens, the Liberal-Nationals proposed tough ramming
of police cars legislation to better protect police. This
was disgracefully voted down in this house, having
passed in the other place.
Not only have we had over 230 deliberate rammings of
police vehicles over the past two years, we now have
the deeply concerning revelation that more than
100 drivers a week are evading police and failing to
stop after being ordered to — up by over 52 per cent in
just one year. In recent weeks there was another report
of a ramming of a police car in Ballarat.
The high incidence of the deliberate ramming of
police vehicles and evading police offences is putting
the lives of police members and those of the general
community at risk. As the secretary of Police
Association Victoria, Wayne Gatt, recently put it in
the Sunday Herald Sun online:
… drivers choosing to ignore police was becoming the norm,
rather than the exception.
‘When respect for police is lost, the community’s most trusted
layer of security and protection erodes …

It is simply not good enough to continue to dither,
procrastinate and do nothing when police are exposed
to risk and lives are on the line. Only the
Liberal-Nationals have the immediate plan and solution
to address the problems facing our police.
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Cranbourne electorate pedestrian safety
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) — I have great pleasure
in announcing that the Andrews Labor government is
boosting safety for pedestrians and cyclists in my
electorate of Cranbourne by installing traffic signals
with push buttons, pedestrian lanterns and line
markings at four of the busiest roads in the area. This
boost in safety at key local roads will reduce the risk of
people being hit while crossing the road.
There will be traffic signals installed at
Cranbourne-Frankston Road near Lurline Street,
Cranbourne; Thompsons Road west of Narre
Warren-Cranbourne Road, Cranbourne; and at the
South Gippsland Highway near Waverley Park Drive,
Cranbourne North. The intersection at South Gippsland
Highway near Station Street in Cranbourne will also
have its pedestrian-operated signals upgraded. All of
the crossings are close to schools, shopping centres or
sporting venues and are well used by pedestrians and
cyclists. The new, improved crossings will also
encourage residents to get around Cranbourne on bike
or on foot and provide better access to bus stops and
train stations in our local corridor.
The $2.5 million investment for the project comes from
the Labor government’s growth areas infrastructure
contribution program, which funds key projects in
Melbourne’s growing outer suburbs. Works are expected
to begin in July 2018 and be completed by mid-2019.
Thousands of vehicles use the South Gippsland Highway
and Cranbourne-Frankston Road every day, which is
why we are installing these new crossings.

Olivia’s Place
Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan) — Last Saturday I
attended the Olivia’s Place Father’s Day fundraising
dinner at the Warragul Country Club. The event was
extremely well supported with a sellout crowd of 150
helping to raise $40 000. Olivia’s Place is managed and
supported by a group of volunteers, many with their
own young families. They do not receive any
government funding and rely on the generosity of the
West Gippsland community. These fantastic people, led
by Kirsten Finger, Carmel Riley and CJ Rovers are
dedicated and determined to try and address the
disparity in community outcomes between rural and
regional and metropolitan areas, including the need for
access to and provision of high-quality secondary
services during the perinatal period.
Olivia’s Place is making a huge difference in our
community by offering social, emotional, practical and
material aid, along with referrals to the appropriate
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support services for families and individuals. Over
250 families have received assistance from Olivia’s
Place since it was formed in 2012 by Kirsten Finger
and Melissa Raymond.
Prior to the 2014 election the coalition government
made a commitment to provide $200 000 over four
years if re-elected. At that time it was recognised that
the services being provided by Olivia’s Place were
excellent and filling a significant need in the
community. It was also recognised that it was unfair to
expect volunteers to continue to battle for funds to
support the provision of these much-needed services
and that it was incumbent on government to step in and
take some responsibility in this critical area of need.
Approaches have been made to the Andrews
government, but nothing has been forthcoming. I call
on the Minister for Health to partner with Olivia’s Place
so this critical service can continue.

Australian Reinforcing Company
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) — On Monday,
4 September, I visited the Australian Reinforcing
Company (ARC) in Sunshine, together with the
Minister for Industry and Employment. ARC has a very
rich history in Sunshine; it has been operating since the
1920s and employs 180 locals. It was an honour to
meet the new owners, Mr Sanjeev Gupta and Liberty
House-GFG Alliance, a family business investing in the
Australian steel industry, securing local jobs and
ensuring the future for Liberty OneSteel’s 900 workers
across Victoria. It was also wonderful to meet in
particular Steve, who has dedicated 44 years of his
working life to the steel industry. ARC continues to
grow and provide more jobs locally.

Anne-Maree Crivelli
Ms SULEYMAN — On another matter, I would
like to thank principal Anne-Maree Crivelli of the
Furlong Park School for Deaf Children for her
outstanding work and service as an educator. Despite
Mrs Crivelli moving on to oversee another school, I
want to take this opportunity to thank her for the
supportive and engaging role that she has undertaken
for the last six years and the contribution she has made
to every student at the Furlong Park School for Deaf
Children. She has been an outstanding leader in the
school community, transforming the Furlong Park
School for Deaf Children in the last six years. We thank
her and wish her the very best.
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Speak Up Alexandra
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — I was pleased to be able
to attend a meeting of Speak Up Alexandra on Monday.
Speak Up is a local self-advocacy group whose mission
statement is to support people living with a disability in
Alexandra. In 2014 a number of locals went to a
training session run by the Self Advocacy Resource
Unit and were so inspired by what they learned that
they decided to form their own group. I met with Luke
Taylor, Nicole Thorn, Nola Cook and Anne-Marie
Fricke. I had previously had the pleasure of tenpin
bowling with Nicole and Anne-Marie in Mansfield, and
I am sure on the day we took a girls photo. I was
impressed by the group, who had certainly honed their
advocacy skills and done their homework. They
presented me with a list of concerns and talked through
the ideas they had for local improvements, including
better footpaths, lighting and the installation of
disability ramps.
Missing from the meeting on the day were Ian Hewitt,
Evan Ditchburn and Jamie Watkins, which was
disappointing. In particular, Ian was the instigator of
getting me to the meeting. Every time he saw me he
asked whether I would attend the meeting and when I
was coming. Unfortunately Ian has not been so well
lately, and wishes for a speedy recovery are now in
order. Ian has been a presenter on the fabulous local
radio station UGFM for almost 20 years, presenting his
own two-hour weekly program, Limbo Rock, as well as
covering Saturday afternoon football and netball. He
also assists with the Dame Pattie Menzies segment. On
top of that, Ian helps out with general maintenance and
cleaning at the station and is seen as a very valuable
team member and role model. Thanks also to Matthew
Fowler and Wendy Kelly, who is a wonderful role
model, matter-of-fact, good for a laugh and an
inspiration to all.

Bayside bay trail
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — The
construction of the centenary bay trail along Beach
Road has been a hotly debated issue for the City of
Kingston council for more than 30 years. Sadly in 2017
the politicking at Kingston council continues around
this project. I support the work of VicRoads, not
politicians, in assessing the safety and suitability of the
conditions of our roads in our community, including
council projects. We place our trust and security in the
technical experts at VicRoads on thousands of
occasions each year in the design and safety of our
busiest roads and freeways. To date they have not yet
come back to Kingston council on their proposal.
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However, I have been greatly concerned about the
standard of debate on this issue and the comments
made about a female councillor in recent months on an
anonymous Facebook page. Everyone has the right in a
democracy to put forward their views in a passionate
and respectful way and to put forward their case. What
is not acceptable is the deeply hurtful and personal
attacks. Comments made about a female councillor by
this anonymous page include ‘Witch of the west is
delusional, her broomstick must need servicing’, ‘She is
a monumental female dog’, ‘We are in the realms of the
wicked witch of the west’, and, ‘About time she f’ed
off back under the rock it came out of’ — referring to a
female as an it. I read somewhere that ‘You cannot
teach an old dog new tricks’, and then was referred to
as a dog on this anonymous page.
These comments are out of line and deplorable. They
do not have a place in our political debate. As a local
representative I will always call out disrespect against
women in every place.

Montmorency Bowling Club
Ms WARD (Eltham) — I thank the Montmorency
Bowling Club for their exceptional bowls tutorial
during the opening of the green last week. Of very
special significance was the flying of the women’s
premiership flag. It was a great day to get out on the
green and try out my amateur skills. Montmorency
Bowling Club is an outstanding local club, and I wish
Monty all the best for the 2017–18 bowls season.
Particular thanks go to club chair Steve Hillam,
vice-chair Ian Johns and secretary Phil Stirling, and a
shout-out to women’s president Judy White.

Eltham Bowling Club
Ms WARD — Thanks to Eltham Bowling Club for
including me in their opening of the green last week. It
was great to test out my skills and to savour Pam’s
delicious passionfruit sponge afterwards. Eltham is a
fantastic club, and I wish them all the best for the 2017–
18 bowls season. I particularly thank president Carol
Schilling-Collins, secretary Meryl Spargo and assistant
secretary Christine Guest.
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Lachlan Phipps, Meg Archibald, Stephanie Binion,
Sam Bliss and Benoit Vari.
I also congratulate the creative team, especially director
Chris Hewitt and the stage crew, backing vocalists,
dancers, minor role cast members and ensemble cast
members, including on backing vocals Zoe Manger,
Tatum Sterling, Brooke Naismith, Renee Picciani,
Nathaniel Roussety, Isabella Bourchier, Emma
Banthorpe, Scott Pikington, Tom Henderson and
Samantha Gordon; dancers Mikayla Ellis, Brooke
Farrar, Charlotte Sier, Keera Francheschini, Jordyn
V-Brown, Lauren Harvey-Hall, Ebony Binion, Aimee
Kinnane, Zoe Wood, Paris Thomson, Mackenzie
Cotter, Isabel Gallagher, Emma Banthorpe and Brooke
Lockwood; in minor roles Brooke Naismith, Tatum
Sterling, Zoe Rumble, Ben Hamilton, Scott Pilkington
and Nathaniel Roussety; and in the ensemble Zoe
Rumble, Emily Kandell, Ebony Willemse, Gabby
Murray, Bernadette D’Agata, Candice Dower, Areeya
Phrompradit, Jasmine Lockwood, Brooke Lockwood,
Jemana Lotfy-Afify, Lachlan Shing, Tiarne Trengove,
Abbie Henderson, Emillie Neil, Charlotte Fraser,
Melissa Prtisis, Jess Moore, Jess Healy, Heather
Richardson, Grace Galimbert-Espinoza, Sullivan
Steele, Stella Heard, Sienna Levy, Emmerson Collings,
Keisher Shearer, Tom Murphy, James Scott, Madison
Penson, Jack Stewart, Joel Pilkington and Fadi Abo.

Victoria State Emergency Service Sunbury unit
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) — It was outstanding to join
members of the Victoria State Emergency Service (SES)
Sunbury unit to celebrate 40 years of sacrifice, call-outs,
training, fundraising, cold, wet and windy nights, tears,
heartbreak and trauma. I commend all of the members of
the Sunbury SES for their hard work, their dedication
and their service to the Sunbury community.

LONG SERVICE LEAVE BILL 2017
Section 85 statement
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Industrial
Relations) — I rise to make a section 85(5) statement in
relation to the Long Service Leave Bill 2017, which is
proposed to replace the Long Service Leave Act 1992.

St Helena Secondary College
Ms WARD — I want to brag to this place about the
outstanding St Helena Secondary College production of
Rent. It was an exceptionally mature and skilled
performance. They were wonderful, and I am
tremendously proud of them. Congratulations to cast
members Morgan Cahill, Tom Potter, Paris Valentino,

I wish to make statements under section 85(5) of the
Constitution Act 1975 of the reasons why one provision
in the bill alters or varies section 85 of that act.
Clause 25(1) of the bill states that it is the intention of
this section to alter or vary section 85 of the
Constitution Act 1975 to the extent necessary to
prevent bringing before the Supreme Court a
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proceeding or matter of a kind referred to in
clause 25(1) of this bill.
Clause 25(1) of this bill establishes the jurisdiction of
the industrial division of the Magistrates Court to hear
certain matters, including applications for the recovery
of moneys, disputes over the taking of leave, and
prosecutions for alleged breaches of provisions of the
legislation. A similar provision is included in the
current Long Service Leave Act 1992 at section 168.
The reason for limiting the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court in this instance is to ensure that the industrial
division of the Magistrates Court serves as the primary
body for determining matters under the long service
leave legislation.
The right of any party to appeal to the Supreme Court
on a question of law from a final order of the industrial
division of the Magistrates Court is enshrined at
clause 25(3)(b) of the bill.

ECONOMIC, EDUCATION, JOBS AND
SKILLS COMMITTEE
Reference
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I move:
That, under section 33 of the Parliamentary Committees Act
2003, an inquiry into career advice activities in Victorian
schools be referred to the Economic, Education, Jobs and
Skills Committee for consideration and report no later than
30 September 2018 and the inquiry should include, but not be
limited to:
(1) examining the relationship between career advice
activities and workforce participation of young
Victorians;
(2) investigating the extent to which career advice
activities meet the needs of school leavers;
(3) examining the challenges advisers face helping
young Victorians transition from education to the
workforce;
(4) considering strategies to improve the effectiveness
of career advice activities for school leavers;
(5) investigate the career advice needs of young people
in regional Victoria and ways to address these
needs; and
(6) exploring what other jurisdictions both in Australia
and overseas have in place that could be
implemented in Victoria.

This is a reference to the Economic Education, Jobs and
Skills Committee regarding career advice activities and
workforce participation for young Victorians. I am
advised that that committee’s current work program
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will conclude shortly and that some additional
references will assist it in regard to continuing its work
program for the rest of 2017 and into 2018.
Career advice activities and workforce participation for
young people is a very important element of their
education and their transition from education to the
workforce. Having a 15-year-old in year 9 myself, I
know that those sorts of conversations with career
advice professionals have already commenced. It is a
vital part not just of the career progression for those
young people but of the matching that is required
between industry and our educational institutions to
ensure that the skills that our young people are accruing
match, to the greatest extent possible, the needs of our
economy. I think this is a valuable reference for the
committee and I commend it to the house.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — The opposition supports
this motion. My understanding is that, such a reference
having been discussed between various committee
members, there is general support and enthusiasm for it.
It is, for the reasons the Attorney-General referred to,
an important topic and one that will require a
considerable amount of work by the committee to do
properly. We wish the committee every success in
undertaking the inquiry on this important topic, and we
look forward to the outcome of their investigations.
Motion agreed to.

ECONOMIC, EDUCATION, JOBS AND
SKILLS COMMITTEE
Reference
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I move:
That, under section 33 of the Parliamentary Committees Act
2003, an inquiry into the efficacy of the commonwealth
government’s national broadband network rollout on regional
communities be referred to the Economic, Education, Jobs
and Skills Committee for consideration and report and, in
particular, the committee should:
(1) investigate the implications of poor internet
connectivity and speed on productivity and jobs
growth in regional Victoria;
(2) report into regional digital connectivity and the
consequences of not rolling out the NBN with fibre
to the node; and
(3) identify gaps in regional service delivery.

This is a further reference to the same committee. I
have attended, along with a number of other ministers
and members of this house and the other place, a range
of regional assemblies in recent times. One of the first
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topics that comes up at almost every one of them is
connectivity, whether it be 3G connectivity or wi-fi
connectivity. Those gaps that exist in regional
communities are a really significant fetter on the
capacity of young people to learn, on businesses to
interact with other businesses and on everyday people
to just do the things that we all take for granted in
metropolitan Melbourne. This reference looking into
the efficacy of the national broadband network and its
rollout to regional communities will be a very
important piece of work for that committee to do in
conjunction with the reference that has just been
forwarded by this house.
There is no doubt that poor internet connectivity and
speed in our regions make life very difficult for young
people in particular. So much of education now occurs
online and so much of young people’s capacity to engage
with their friends and other people of their age is now
tied up in internet connectivity. It is simply a matter of
fact that the national broadband network rollout has been
patchy. There is no doubt it is very effective in some
parts of the state but quite ineffective, relatively, in other
parts of the state. I was reminded to refer to a tweet I saw
just the other day from Annabel Crabb:
When people complained about the NBN, I used to think
privately, ‘Surely it can’t be that bad’. I hereby apologise to
those people.
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government made in rolling out their program. In fact at
some point workers downed tools in rolling out the
network because it was late, there was no direction and
the cost was absolutely out of control. We saw mistake
after mistake made by the previous Labor
government — firstly that Australians, including many
Victorian businesses, would have to wait longer and
pay more for the national broadband network (NBN).
The original fibre to the premises NBN policy was
scheduled to cost $30 billion more and take six to eight
years more to actually complete. When we are talking
particularly about regional businesses, as the
Attorney-General alluded to, those businesses cannot
wait six to eight years to be connected. They need to be
connected now. We know the speed of technology is
such that by the time they are connected that
technology will have been superseded. We need to
ensure that we are using whatever we can — and
certainly the federal government has been doing that —
in terms of getting a rollout of the program.
We also saw that Labor’s NBN passed just one in
50 premises, and now we have one in two premises
connected — 50 per cent. Also under the Labor scheme
taxpayers paid more than $6 billion for the NBN, which
is just 3 per cent of Australian premises. Under Labor
the rollout was very poorly managed.

That is but an example. Again I think it is worthwhile
work for the committee to do to have a look at the way
that that rollout is impacting on the educational
opportunities of young Victorians, particularly those in
regional Victoria, and to look at those gaps in terms of
delivery and how that internet connectivity, which is so
vital to those regional communities, could be better.

What we have here is an NBN that will be connected to
all premises by 2020, not six to eight years from rollout,
and right now it is available to half of all Australian
premises — more than 6 million premises. There are
over 2.7 million active connections. Currently the NBN
is connecting more users every two weeks than Labor
connected during its entire time in government.

Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — I wish to in the
first instance make some comments about the proposal
put in front of us here today. There is no question that
internet connectivity is a very, very important issue for
all of us, particularly, as the Attorney-General said, in
those regions. We see and hear about many businesses
struggling in so many different ways. We have certainly
made comments in this chamber about the issues of
power for many of those businesses struggling to pay
their bills. It is the same situation with the costs of
operating the internet and the costs of operating a
number of their different facilities.

We know that the state government are poor at putting
any plan together and poor at implementing any
program at all, but what I would like to see — and I do
certainly acknowledge the intent — is that if we are
going to do a committee such as this, that it is
important. But I do not think it should be an
opportunity to just whack the federal government,
because we have been elected here as representatives to
do what we can as a state.

The issue we see is that we should be using these
parliamentary committees particularly to focus on what
we can do as a state. There is no question that this is a
commonwealth scheme — it has been rolled out by the
commonwealth — and certainly the commonwealth
picked up a lot of the mess that the former Labor

These parliamentary committees are very important. I
have had the opportunity of sitting on a number of
them. I chaired the Education and Training Committee
in my first term here, and we did a lot of really, really
good work. They were things that we could do and fix
here in Victoria. We did not spend time whacking the
federal government for what they have done or have
not done.
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What we should be doing here is focusing on the sorts of
things that we can affect. As the Attorney-General
suggested, the regional businesses that he has been
visiting are hurting. We know they are hurting; we
certainly know they are hurting because of their power
bills. When it comes to increasing economic
development, particularly in those regions, and locating
many of the future industries, like big data centres, which
we want to attract to Victoria, I acknowledge that this
government has been making all sorts of ministerial, if
you like, press release statements through LaunchVic
trying to encourage businesses to come here — like with
500 Startups — and then telling them not to come here,
and taking money and giving money back.
But at the end of the day, if we want these businesses to
locate here, they need to do a couple of things: firstly,
they need to acknowledge that absolutely they need
connectivity; and secondly, they need power to run
what they are actually doing, because big data centres
will not locate themselves here in Victoria if they
cannot have the power they need for what they are
doing in terms of this technology.
At the moment we have a power shortage. In effect we
are going into the summer months with threats of
blackouts. We have escalating power prices, and when
it comes to the future of businesses — whether it be
manufacturing or future industries — we must ensure
that we have affordable power, affordable energy, and
connectivity running hand in hand. That is why we
suggest some amendments to this parliamentary
inquiry. We suggest the following. I move:
That the words ‘service delivery.’ be omitted with the view of
inserting in their place the words ‘service delivery;
(4) investigate what the state can do to embrace new
technology to further improve internet connectivity; and
(5) make recommendations that ensure sufficient power is
available to further enhance ICT opportunities relating to
big data and tech so Victoria can be a leader in the
technology future.’

These amendments will make the inquiry more
Victorian-centric. They will ensure that the work that the
parliamentary inquiry will do will focus on ensuring the
delivery of ICT that is forward thinking and that can
ensure people are connected so that they locate their
businesses here in Victoria. That is what we want to do.
We do not want this to be a stunt to whack the
government. We do not want it to be a stunt to whack the
federal government and waste parliamentary resources.
We have some very, very good parliamentary officers
who diligently prepare the work for parliamentary
committees. We do not want their time wasted by
looking at work that affects the federal government.
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If this government is serious about fixing some of these
problems, serious about attracting business investment
and economic development and serious about ensuring
that Victoria will be the leader when it comes to
technology and ICT, I suggest it gets on board with
these amendments and accepts them in good faith. We
will work together to ensure that businesses can be
connected, and we will look at how the state can have
an impact on some of these things. It is not just to
whack the feds but to look at how the state can actually
affect some of these things and ensure that, importantly,
businesses have power to run some of the new
technologies coming forward. If they do not have the
power and the energy and cannot afford to run their
businesses, then they certainly will not be able to invest
in Victoria, locate in Victoria and grow jobs.
With that, I would certainly hope that in good faith
this government works with the coalition to ensure
that we can deliver good internet connectivity and do
whatever the state can do to deliver the best service
we can possibly deliver. We need to ensure that we
have enough energy to attract business investment and
the sorts of support that will make us not only the
leading state but the leading place in the world for
businesses to come to so they set up in Victoria and
grow jobs here in Victoria.
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) — I am not
sure when the last time the member for Caulfield went
and visited some regional communities was, but I can
tell you now, this is the talking point.
An honourable member interjected.
Ms NEVILLE — I live in regional Victoria, thank
you very much. What we are talking about here is the
national broadband network (NBN). The last time I
looked the NBN was in fact a commonwealth program
that is being partly funded by Victorian taxpayers.
People want this to work, and we need it to work, but
unfortunately with the commonwealth government that
falls on deaf ears.
At the last community forum that I was at we were
talking about one of the issues that had impacted on
local communities, and the issue of the rollout of the
NBN was hotly debated. I can tell you that the message
from people was, ‘Please do not roll it out to our house
because things get worse when you get the NBN, not
better’. No improvement — in fact you go backwards
in regional Victoria if you get the NBN. You are better
off sticking with the system you have got now. Given
the cost of this to Victorian taxpayers and the impact,
Victorian taxpayers in regional communities need an
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opportunity to really be able to be part of a process of
looking at what has gone wrong here.
Let us have a look at what some of those solutions are.
Some of those solutions may be things that we can
assist with, but the critical thing here is the base
infrastructure that is being delivered as part of the NBN
rollout. It is not our responsibility, but of course we are
happy to be part of this discussion and debate to make it
right for regional Victoria because we know how
critical it is.
I am wondering if any of the National Party members
are going to speak on this, because they will be hearing
exactly what I have been hearing — that this is a
disaster that is happening out there. If you have a policy
that you want to regionalise your communities, you
have to get internet connectivity right. We have an
obligation and an opportunity to really explore this and
give a voice to regional Victorians. Let us have a look
at real solutions. The only person playing stunts is the
member for Caulfield with his amendment.
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) — I rise in support of the
amendment moved to the motion by the member for
Caulfield. I am actually on the Economic, Education,
Jobs and Skills Committee, and I wholeheartedly
support this amendment. One of the key reasons is
when we do inquiries and when we spend taxpayers
money undertaking inquiries and using the resources of
this Parliament for inquiries, Victorian people expect us
to be able to make recommendations that can have an
impact, recommendations to the government of the day
on what it can do to make the changes necessary within
the resources of the state government.
What this amendment does is apply additional terms of
reference to make sure that we look at embracing new
technology to further improve that internet connectivity.
If those opposite think that that is a bad thing, I will be
very surprised. When we look at the former federal
government’s national broadband network (NBN)
proposal, they were talking about connectivity but that
was not going to be fully rolled out until 2020. So
concerning the suggestion that the time line is a problem,
under the former federal Labor government it actually
would have been a whole lot longer.
In terms of our committee structures, our committee
deliberations and our committee recommendations, we
need to be thinking about what we can do as a state and
what we do in this state to actually improve the
outcomes for people in regional Victoria. Looking at
what we can do to embrace new technology to improve
internet connectivity is absolutely vital.
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The Minister for Police did make mention before of
regional areas and issues that they are concerned about.
They are absolutely concerned about power as well. To
dismiss that as an issue in terms of something that
would actually generate their internet connectivity is to
avoid something that they are very, very concerned
about. I highlight the shadow minister for innovation’s
point about —
Ms Ward interjected.
Ms RYALL — I will just ignore the interruptions
by the rude member opposite.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McGuire) —
Order!
Ms RYALL — I highlight the fact that these issues
are very concerning to regional members. In making
sure that we look at attracting suitable businesses into
the state, particularly businesses that relate to data
warehousing, to big data and development, we need to
actually make sure that they want to be here and that
the underlying reasons that they may not be here are
also addressed. These are tangible things that we can
look at as a committee, tangible things that we can
make recommendations about that will actually benefit
those in regional Victoria. What we are looking at in
our committees, what we are looking at with our
parliamentary resources and what taxpayers in Victoria
expect from us is to inquire into things we can actually
do something about.
To ignore this amendment is actually saying to the
Victorian people, ‘We don’t care what you think. We
don’t care that you expect us to make recommendations
about what this government can do. We’re just going to
sideline you, and we’re going to say that we just want
to have a bash at the federal government’. And that is
not what we are here for. That is not what the Victorian
people expect from us, so I wholeheartedly support, as
a member of this committee, the member for
Caulfield’s amendment.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) — I rise to speak in
favour of the Attorney-General’s motion. It is certainly
not for the state to step up and take responsibility and
use its finite resources to fix a federal commitment that
has turned out to be a debacle in many ways.
Throughout many community forums I have in
Frankston, the national broadband network (NBN)
always comes up. I grew up in regional Victoria and
also my parents still live in regional Victoria, and they
believe that when the NBN rolls out to them they will
be worse off. It is certainly not our responsibility to deal
with this. It is our responsibility to look into it, see
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where it has failed, see what can be done and identify
the problems to make sure that the federal government
fixes it.
In Frankston we have federal MPs stepping out every
day talking about providing compensation for traders.
Maybe they should be looking in their own backyard
and seeing how businesses are affected in regional
areas by the fact they were promised a good, reliable
NBN and it is a flop and their businesses are suffering
because of it. I wholeheartedly speak in favour of this
motion. As far as the amendment goes, I cannot really
make sense of the member’s amendment. I do not see
why we should be taking responsibility for this at all.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — The Greens will be
supporting this motion because we are aware of the
absolute importance of the national broadband network
(NBN) to this state, and it is an absolutely critical piece
of infrastructure. I appreciate the focus of the motion
and the focus of the proposed inquiry into regional
areas. I would point out that the issues faced in terms of
broadband connectivity are metropolitan issues as well,
and certainly I have had a number of constituents
contact me about the poor internet connectivity in the
Prahran electorate. We certainly are affected by the
change in approach to the NBN that the current federal
government has taken.
I always go back to that moment when the current
Prime Minister was appointed by the previous Prime
Minister as the shadow communications minister. The
mission statement given to the shadow minister at the
time was to destroy the NBN — they were the words
that came out of the then federal Leader of the
Opposition’s mouth — and they are doing a pretty good
job of it with the approach they have taken.
I can give you the example in my area of this
technology mix where they were using the Optus cable.
The proposal to use the Optus cable to run the NBN,
which has been found to be completely unsuitable for
its actual needs, just shows the absolute flaws in the
current federal government’s approach to the NBN.
We will be supporting this motion. We think it is in the
state’s interest that we are certainly advocating for the
state’s needs in regard to the NBN and in regard to
broadband. In relation to the amendment, from what I
can see of proposed point (4) —
investigate what the state can do to embrace new technology
to further improve internet connectivity —

I do not see a problem with that. Proposed point (5)
reads:
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make recommendations that ensure sufficient power is
available …

Get out of the way of renewables; there is your
recommendation. I think that is pretty easy, so I do not
necessarily think there is a need to expand the scope of
the motion in that regard.
We will be supporting this motion. The Greens have
always believed in an effective NBN. We have always
had concerns about the current federal government’s
approach to the NBN. It has been, quite frankly, a
disaster. I understand there are always concerns about
state inquiries taking on federal issues and the
opportunities for political pointscoring and that sort of
thing. I hear those concerns, so it really would be
incumbent on this committee to follow the letter of
what is in the motion and really come up with
something that they could strongly advocate to the
federal government for so we can get a decent NBN
service in this state.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McGuire) — The
Attorney-General has moved a motion to refer an inquiry
relating to the national broadband network to the
Economic, Education, Jobs and Skills Committee. The
member for Caulfield has moved an amendment to omit
certain words and insert other words. The question is:
That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the
motion.

Members supporting the amendment moved by the
member for Caulfield should vote no.
House divided on question:
Ayes, 46
Andrews, Mr
Blandthorn, Ms
Bull, Mr J.
Carbines, Mr
Carroll, Mr
Couzens, Ms
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Dimopoulos, Mr
Donnellan, Mr
Edbrooke, Mr
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Hennessy, Ms
Hibbins, Mr
Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Kilkenny, Ms

Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
McGuire, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pakula, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pearson, Mr
Perera, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Sandell, Ms
Scott, Mr
Spence, Ms
Staikos, Mr
Suleyman, Ms
Thomas, Ms
Thomson, Ms
Ward, Ms
Williams, Ms
Wynne, Mr
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Noes, 37
Asher, Ms
Battin, Mr
Blackwood, Mr
Britnell, Ms
Bull, Mr T.
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Gidley, Mr
Guy, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kealy, Ms
McCurdy, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Morris, Mr
Northe, Mr

O’Brien, Mr D.
O’Brien, Mr M.
Paynter, Mr
Pesutto, Mr
Riordan, Mr
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Ms
Sheed, Ms
Smith, Mr R.
Smith, Mr T.
Southwick, Mr
Staley, Ms
Thompson, Mr
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Ms
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr

Question agreed to.
Motion agreed to.

CORRECTIONS LEGISLATION FURTHER
AMENDMENT BILL 2017
Statement of compatibility
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the charter), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Corrections
Legislation Further Amendment Bill 2017.
In my opinion, the Corrections Legislation Further Amendment
Bill 2017, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is
compatible with the human rights set out in the charter. I base
my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview
The Corrections Legislation Further Amendment Bill 2017
(the bill) makes a range of amendments to the Corrections
Act 1986 (the Corrections Act) to increase security at
premises where the adult parole board meets or where
relevant employees are located; clarify powers in relation to
the removal of electronic monitoring devices from offenders,
and the use of firearms during prison emergencies; introduce
new offences in relation to certain forms of prison
contraband, provide for certain officers to supervise or
conduct tests of prisoners on parole and community-based
offenders for alcohol or drug use; and amend and clarify
provisions relating to the adult parole board.
The bill also amends the Major Crime (Investigative Powers)
Act 2004 to clarify the arrangements for supervision of
prisoners appearing before the chief examiner, and contains
consequential amendments to the Bail Act 1977 and the
Victoria Police Act 2013.
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Powers of security officers
Clause 9 of the bill inserts a new division 1B in part 8 of the
Corrections Act to create a new class of officer under the act.
The functions of ‘security officers’ are to provide security
functions at premises where the adult parole board meets
(board premises) or at premises where employees who are
assisting the board to perform its functions are located.
Security officers will also have functions to provide security
in relation to any risk posed by a prisoner on parole who is
attending in person at board premises, and, if required, to
assist a police officer at board premises. These new powers
are being introduced to address concerns raised by the adult
parole board about incidents of violence or threats of violence
by prisoners where the board is considering cancelling parole,
or has advised the prisoner of the board’s decision to cancel
their parole, and is awaiting police attendance. This period of
time before police attendance raises increased security risks
that may require immediate action, such as detaining an
agitated or aggressive prisoner who suspects or is aware that
they may be returning to prison, and taking measures to
ensure the prisoner does not attempt to leave the premises
before police can execute a warrant to re-imprison.
New section 55L sets out the powers that security officers
may exercise in performing their functions. These powers are
tailored to the specific needs of the adult parole board, and
include the power to:
carry out a garment search, pat-down search or a
scanning search of a prisoner on parole and anything in
their possession or under their control;
seize anything found during a search of a prisoner on
parole, if the security officer believes on reasonable
grounds that seizure is necessary for the safety of any
person;
supervise, escort or accompany a prisoner on parole who
is attending board premises;
direct a prisoner on parole to do or not to do anything
that the security officer believes on reasonable grounds
is necessary for the safety of any person;
if necessary, use reasonable force (including use of a
weapon other than a firearm) to compel a prisoner on
parole to obey a direction given by a security officer or a
police officer;
apply an instrument of restraint to the prisoner on parole
if the security officer believes on reasonable grounds
that its application is necessary to prevent injury to any
person;
arrest without a warrant a prisoner on parole if the
security officer believes on reasonable grounds that the
prisoner has committed an indictable offence, or the
board cancels the prisoner’s parole, and detain the
prisoner until the prisoner is delivered into the custody
of a police officer.
New section 55O provides that a security officer is not liable
for injury or damage caused by the use of force, or the
application of an instrument of restraint, in accordance with
the relevant provisions of section 55L.
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Search and seizure powers — privacy (section 13) and
property (section 20)
Section 13(a) of the charter provides that a person has the
right not to have his or her privacy unlawfully or arbitrarily
interfered with. The concept of ‘privacy’ encompasses
notions of personal autonomy and dignity. The power for
security officers to conduct searches of prisoners on parole
will constitute a potential interference with the right to
privacy. However, an interference with privacy will only limit
the right in section 13(a) of the charter if it amounts to an
unlawful or arbitrary interference.
In my view, the power of a security officer to conduct a
pat-down, garment or scanning search of a prisoner on
parole as provided for in new section 55L will not constitute
an arbitrary or unlawful interference with privacy. The
limited circumstances in which a search may be conducted
are clearly set out in the relevant provisions and any
interference with a person’s privacy that occurs will
therefore be permitted by law. Further, the search powers
are not arbitrary as they may only be exercised by security
officers in the performance of their functions, which are in
turn limited to providing security at board premises and
other related functions. These powers strike an appropriate
balance between upholding privacy and protecting the
security of board premises. For these reasons, I am satisfied
that the search and seizure powers in new section 55L
introduced by the bill do not limit the right to privacy.
The property right as protected by section 20 of the charter is
also relevant to the power of security officers to seize
anything found during a search of a prisoner on parole where
the security officer believes on reasonable grounds that
seizure is necessary for the safety of any person. That right
protects against the deprivation of property other than in
accordance with law. In my view, due to the clear and
confined circumstances in which this power may be
exercised, any deprivation of property will be in accordance
with law. I note also that, under new section 55M, if a
security officer seizes anything under new section 55L, they
must deal with the thing in accordance with the regulations,
report the seizure to the secretary and record the details of the
seizure in a register established and kept by the secretary.
Use of reasonable force and powers of arrest — rights to life
(section 9), freedom of movement (section 12), bodily privacy
(section 13), security of person (section 21), humane
treatment when deprived of liberty (section 21) and protection
from cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment (section 10)
The powers of security officers in new section 55L to use
reasonable force (including use of a weapon other than a
firearm) to compel a prisoner on parole to obey a direction
and apply instruments of restraint will necessarily involve the
physical restraint or apprehension of a prisoner on parole,
which may constitute an interference with that person’s rights
to life (section 9), freedom of movement (section 12), bodily
privacy (section 13), security of person (section 21), humane
treatment when deprived of liberty (section 21) and protection
from cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment (section 10).
The use of force may reasonably limit these rights provided it
occurs within the framework of the law and with the objective
of protecting public order, people’s lives or property. Human
rights principles require that the law and policies governing
the use of force protect life to the greatest extent possible and
include safeguards to confine the circumstances in which
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force is used. Any use of force must be no more than
absolutely necessary and strictly proportionate to achieving a
clearly defined lawful purpose.
The use of force under new section 55L must be reasonable,
and may only be used if necessary to compel a prisoner to
follow a direction believed to be necessary for the safety of any
person. Where a prisoner on parole obeys a lawful order from a
security officer or a police officer, it will not be necessary to use
force. Further, a security officer may only apply an instrument
of restraint to a prisoner on parole if the security officer believes
on reasonable grounds that it is necessary to prevent injury to
any person. Any instrument of restraint must be approved by
the secretary, and can only be used in the manner determined
by the secretary. As further oversight, section 55N requires a
security officer who has used force or applied an instrument of
restraint in accordance with new section 55L to report this to
the secretary as soon as possible.
Having regard to the important purpose of ensuring the
security of adult parole board premises and the safety of staff
and other persons present, I am satisfied that the powers in
respect of the use of reasonable force and application of
instruments of restraint are reasonable and proportionate in
the circumstances. Some of these incidents have arisen before
police officers have arrived at the premises where the adult
parole board is sitting. In light of the concerns raised by the
board regarding the security risks raised by prisoners on
parole who are or have been interviewed by the board
becoming agitated and violent at the prospect of being
returned to prison, I am satisfied that there are no less
restrictive means available to achieve the purpose of these
provisions. The powers are appropriately limited and
accompanied by adequate oversight and safeguards, to protect
against the risk of inappropriate use of force.
Accordingly, in my opinion any limits to the rights of
prisoners on parole to life, freedom of movement, bodily
privacy, security of person, humane treatment when deprived
of liberty and protection from cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment, occasioned by these powers, are demonstrably
justified in accordance with section 7(2) of the charter and can
be balanced against the need to protect the safety and lives of
the board’s staff.
The power of security officers to arrest and detain a prisoner
on parole without warrant in certain circumstances may also
particularly engage the liberty rights in section 21 of the
charter. The right in section 21(2) of the charter provides that
a person must not be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention.
Section 21(3) provides that a person must not be deprived of
his or her liberty except on grounds, and in accordance with
procedures, established by law.
In my opinion, the grounds for arrest under new section 55L
are clear and appropriate, and cannot be regarded as arbitrary.
The power of arrest requires the officer to reasonably believe
the prisoner on parole has committed an indictable offence, or
that the adult parole board has cancelled the prisoner’s parole.
Further, pursuant to new section 55L(4), after arresting a
prisoner a security officer must deliver the prisoner into the
custody of a police officer as soon as practicable, to be dealt
with according to law or to be returned to prison. The arrest
power, therefore, is appropriately confined so as not to allow
a deprivation of liberty for longer than necessary or otherwise
than in accordance with the law.
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For these reasons, I consider that the arrest and detention
powers contained in new section 55L do not limit the right
to liberty.
Immunity of security officers for use of force — fair hearing
(section 24(1))
Section 24(1) of the charter provides that a person charged
with a criminal offence or a party to a civil proceeding has the
right to have the charge or proceeding determined by a
competent, independent and impartial court or tribunal after a
fair and public hearing. In the context of civil proceedings, the
fair hearing right in section 24(1) of the charter might
encompass an implied right to access to the courts.
The right in section 24(1) may appear to be relevant to new
section 55O in the bill, to the extent that it affects the
circumstances in which a person may bring legal proceedings
in relation to particular matters or against certain people. New
section 55O, inserted by clause 9 of the bill, provides an
immunity for a security officer for damage caused by the use
of force, or the application of an instrument of restraint, in
accordance with the relevant provisions of section 55L.
In my opinion, new section 55O does not limit the right to a
fair hearing as protected by the charter. It does not provide the
security officer or the Crown with a blanket immunity from
suit. Rather, it provides for an immunity in limited
circumstances, which affects the substantive content of legal
rights which may otherwise exist. Further, it neither impedes
access to the courts, nor does it repeal, alter or vary the courts’
jurisdiction.
For these reasons, I am satisfied that the bill does not limit and
is compatible with the right in section 24(1) of the charter.
Removal of electronic monitoring devices or equipment
worn by prisoners and offenders — privacy (section 13)
A number of provisions of the bill create express powers for
Victoria Police and Corrections Victoria to remove electronic
monitoring devices or equipment from prisoners in custody,
prisoners on parole and offenders subject to community
correction orders in certain circumstances. For example, if an
offender is arrested and taken into custody an electronic
monitoring device will be removed to prevent tampering,
misuse, stigmatisation or self-harm. The device or equipment
may be evidence of an offence, such as entry into an
exclusion zone or breach of a curfew.
Clause 7 of the bill inserts a new subsection into section 30 of
the Corrections Act, relating to electronic monitoring of
prisoners, to provide that on a direction given by the
Governor, a prison officer may remove, for any purpose, an
electronic monitoring device worn by a prisoner who is
subject to an order under section 30.
Clause 18 of the bill inserts a new division 8 of part 8 into the
Corrections Act, to create an express power for police
officers, police custody officers, prison officers, escort
officers, security officers, specified officers under the Serious
Sex Offenders (Detention and Supervision) Act 2009 and
authorised employees of the department, to remove electronic
monitoring devices or equipment from prisoners on parole in
certain circumstances. The power, contained in new
section 79L, will apply following the variation or revocation
of a term or condition of a parole order, or the cancellation or
elapsing of a prisoner’s parole, or where a prisoner with an
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electronic monitoring term or condition is under arrest on
suspicion of having committed an offence.
Clause 21 of the bill inserts a new division 6A of part 9 into
the Corrections Act, to create an express power for police
officers, police custody officers, prison officers, escort
officers, community corrections officers and authorised
employees of the department, to remove electronic
monitoring devices or equipment from offenders who are
subject to community correction orders, on certain
circumstances. The power, contained in new section 104AAA
of the act, will apply where an electronic monitoring
condition of a community correction order is varied to
remove the requirement, suspended or cancelled, or the
community correction order is cancelled or expires.
In most cases it is likely that prisoners and offenders will
generally agree to the removal of the electronic monitoring
devices and equipment. Each of these express powers
confirms the lawful authority to remove the electronic
monitoring devices without requiring the express consent of
the prisoner, prisoner on parole or other offender. However,
in the case of prisoners on parole and offenders subject to
community correction orders, new sections 79L and 104AAA
require the officer, if practicable, to inform the prisoner that
removal of the device is to occur, that they may consent to the
removal, and that if they do not consent, reasonable force may
be used. If consent is not given, the officer may use
reasonable force to remove the device or equipment from the
prisoner, and may enter a place where the prisoner resides in
order to remove the device or equipment and reasonable force
would be used as a last resort.
The removal of an electronic monitoring device from a
prisoner or an offender will, in most cases, result in a
lessening of interference with their human rights. However, I
acknowledge that the physical act of removing the device or
equipment from a person’s body, as provided for under these
new provisions, and entering their home to do so if required,
may constitute a limited interference with the right to privacy,
through interference with a person’s personal privacy and
physical integrity and privacy of the home. Any such
interference will be, in my view, neither unlawful nor
arbitrary. The circumstances in which the device or
equipment may be removed, and who may remove it, are
clearly set out in the provisions. The removal will occur for a
particular reason; for example, due to a change to the prisoner
or offender’s order where it is no longer necessary for them to
wear the device or equipment, where it is necessary to ensure
the integrity of the device or equipment, or where it is
necessary to retain it as evidence for an offence. Further, the
provisions seek to ensure that, where practicable, the prisoner
or offender’s consent be obtained prior to the removal. In the
case of prisoners in custody, the removal may only occur on
the direction of the Governor.
Where it becomes necessary to use reasonable force to
remove the device or equipment because the person does not
consent to the removal, this may raise additional charter
rights, including the rights to life (section 9), freedom of
movement (section 12), security of person (section 21),
humane treatment when deprived of liberty (section 21) and
protection from cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment
(section 10). However, I am satisfied that any limit to these
rights will be reasonable and proportionate, having regard to
the matters referred to above and the important objectives of
ensuring the effective operation of the electronic monitoring
schemes (which are based on preventing the risk of
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reoffending) and the protection of property through the
relevant officer taking possession of the device or equipment
to return it to the secretary of the department or to Corrections
Victoria staff. In the case of persons not in custody,
reasonable force will only be used where the person has
refused to provide their consent to the removal and where
they have been previously warned, if practicable, that force
would be used as a last resort. Further, reasonable force will
only be used to the extent and for the length of time necessary
to remove the device or equipment from the prisoner.
For these reasons, I am satisfied that the provisions contained
in clauses 7, 18 and 21 of the bill are not limited and are
compatible with the rights contained in the charter.
Use of firearms by police exercising powers of a prison
officer — right to life (section 9), and to humane treatment
when deprived of liberty (section 22)
Clause 6 of the bill inserts a new section 23A into the
Corrections Act to confirm the powers of police officers who
have been authorised to exercise the powers of a prison
officer in the case of an emergency, in relation to the use of
firearms. New section 23A provides that a police officer who
is authorised under section 15 to exercise all or any of the
powers of a prisoner officer is, when exercising those powers,
subject to certain specified conditions on the use of firearms.
The powers and conditions contained in new section 23A
mirror the provisions in existing sections 55EB and 55E of
the Corrections Act, which apply to the use of firearms by
escort officers.
Section 23A(2) provides that a police officer may only
discharge a firearm at a prisoner if the prisoner escapes or
attempts to escape from custody and the officer reasonably
believes that discharging the firearm is the only practicable
way to prevent the escape of the prisoner from custody.
Sections 23A(3) and (4) provide that a police officer may also
discharge a firearm at a person (not necessarily being a
prisoner) only if the officer reasonably believes that the
person is aiding a prisoner in escaping or attempting to escape
from custody and discharging the firearm is the only
practicable way to prevent the escape of the prisoner from
custody; or the person is using force or threatening force
against certain specified individuals and the police officer
reasonably believes that discharging the firearm is the only
practicable way to prevent that person causing death or
serious injury.
Section 23A(5)(a) provides that before discharging a firearm
at a person under section 23A, a police officer must, if it is
practicable to do so, give an oral warning that the person will
be shot at if they do not cease engaging in the relevant
conduct. Section 23A(5)(b) also provides that a police officer
must be satisfied that discharging the firearm at the person
does not create an unnecessary risk to any other person.
The right to life in section 9 of the charter is relevant to new
section 23A of the Corrections Act. Section 9 provides that
every person has a right not to be arbitrarily deprived of life.
The effect of new section 23A is to confirm the authorisation
of the discharge of a firearm in circumstances involving
serious threats posed to prison security or the safety of others,
and as a method of last resort following the issuing of a
warning (which has been ineffective). Any interference with
the right to life that may occur as a result of the authorised
discharge of a firearm in these circumstances will therefore
not be arbitrary.
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New section 23A relates to the discharge of a firearm of a type
that is prescribed by regulation to be a non-lethal firearm. It
provides that a police officer may discharge a prescribed
non-lethal firearm at a person if the police officer reasonably
believes that discharging the firearm is the only practicable way
to prevent, control or stop a riot in a prison or to prevent a
serious threat to the security or good order of the prison.
The right to humane treatment when deprived of liberty in
section 22 of the charter is relevant to new section 23A.
However, to the extent that these human rights may be limited
by the use of a non-lethal firearm, I consider that any such
limitation would be reasonable and demonstrably justified
pursuant to section 7(2) of the charter. The circumstances in
which section 23A authorises a police officer to use a
prescribed non-lethal firearm are limited, such that it must be
the only practicable means of maintaining or restoring
security or good order within a prison.
For completeness, I note that I am of the view that the powers
contained in new section 23A do not amount to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment within the meaning of
section 10(b) of the charter, because they do not facilitate the
deliberate imposition of severe suffering nor do they permit
intentional conduct to harm, humiliate or debase a prisoner.
However, even if the right in s 10(b) of the charter was
relevant, I am satisfied that any limitation would be
demonstrably justified for the reasons identified above.
Alcohol and drug testing of prisoners and offenders —
privacy (section 13(a)) and medical treatment without
consent (section 10(c))
A number of provisions in the bill make amendments to the
Corrections Act to provide Corrections Victoria officers to
supervise prisoners on parole and offenders who are subject to
community correction orders who are undergoing alcohol or
drug tests, or to conduct the tests themselves (rather than, for
example, to be conducted at a pathology clinic). The purpose of
these amendments is to ensure that prisoners and offenders who
are directed to undergo testing for alcohol, drugs of dependence
or certain poisons are prevented from undermining or
‘cheating’ the system by providing fake samples. The
amendments will also ensure that the drug and alcohol
arrangements for prisoners on parole or community-based
offenders are consistent with what occurs in the prison
environment, where section 29A of the Corrections Act permits
testing to be conducted by a prison officer.
Clause 14 of the bill amends section 76A of the Corrections
Act, which provides for the secretary to direct a prisoner on
parole, who is subject to a parole order containing an
abstinence, treatment or testing condition, to submit to tests to
assess whether the prisoner has consumed or used alcohol,
any drug of dependence or a schedule 8 poison or schedule 9
poison. New subparagraph 76A(2)(c), inserted by clause 14,
will provide for the test to be conducted or supervised by an
officer within the meaning of part 9 of the Corrections Act, if
the secretary so directs. To the extent practicable, a urine test
must be conducted or supervised by an officer who is the
same gender as that with which the person being tested
identifies or, if the person so requests, a different gender,
which accords with the right to non-discrimination under
section 8 of the charter.
Clause 17 of the bill amends section 78P of the Corrections
Act which requires prisoners on parole to submit, at the
direction of a specified officer, to breath testing, urinalysis, or

CORRECTIONS LEGISLATION FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL 2017
Thursday, 7 September 2017

ASSEMBLY

other test procedures approved by the secretary for detecting
alcohol or drug use. Under section 78P, a specified officer
may give a direction if the officer has reasonable grounds to
suspect that the prisoner on parole has breached a condition of
the parole order by consuming alcohol or drugs. Clause 17
inserts a new subsection 78P(3) to provide that a test or
procedure may be conducted or supervised by a specified
officer, if a specified officer reasonably believes that the
direction is necessary to ensure the reliability and accuracy of
the test or procedure.
Clause 20 of the bill amends section 99A of the Corrections
Act, which enables the secretary to direct an offender taking
part in a community correction program under the act, to
submit to tests to assess whether the offender is under the
influence of alcohol, any drug of dependence, or any
schedule 8 or schedule 9 poison. The secretary may only give
a direction under this section if the secretary considers it
necessary to do so for the management, good order or security
of a location (i.e. a community corrections centre, or a place
which an offender must attend for any purpose), for the safety
and welfare of offenders at a location, or in order for an
offender to perform unpaid community work at a location.
Clause 20 inserts a new subparagraph 99A(2)(c), providing
that the tests may be conducted or supervised by an officer
within the meaning of part 9 of the Corrections Act, if the
secretary so directs. The secretary may only give a direction
where there is a reasonable belief that the direction is
necessary to ensure the reliability and accuracy of the test or
procedure, and, to the extent practicable a urine test must be
conducted or supervised by an officer who is the same gender
as that with which the person being tested identifies or, if the
person so requests, a different gender.
Compelling a prisoner on parole or an offender who is subject
to a community correction order to submit to alcohol or drug
tests, and supervising the conduct of the tests, engage the right
to privacy in section 13(a) of the charter. Privacy covers the
physical and personal integrity of a person, and therefore
includes the freedom from compulsory blood, breath or urine
tests. However, as the tests will not be unlawful or arbitrary, I
do not consider that the right to privacy is limited by the
powers in sections 76A, 78P or 99A. This is because the
powers are appropriately tailored to their purpose and
confined to specific circumstances. In the case of section 76A,
the relevant prisoner will be subject to a parole order
containing an abstinence, treatment or testing condition, and
the testing is therefore essential to ensure compliance with
that order. Section 78P will only apply to high-risk prisoners
on parole, and a specified officer may only direct a prisoner
on parole to undergo testing if they have reasonable grounds
to suspect the prisoner has breached a condition of the parole
order by consuming alcohol or drugs. Similarly, the power in
section 99A will only arise and is balanced against where it is
considered necessary for the management, good order or
security of a location or for the safety and welfare of
offenders at an unpaid community work location.
Section 10(c) of the charter provides that a person has the
right not to be subjected to medical treatment without his or
her full, free and informed consent. In my view, it is unlikely
that the forensic procedures permitted under these provisions
would constitute ‘medical treatment’ within the meaning of
the charter. In any event, even if such procedures did
constitute medical treatment, any limitation would be
reasonable and demonstrably justified under s 7(2) of the
charter because such tests are conducted in limited
circumstances, and for the important public purposes of
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ensuring that the person is complying with any relevant
parole conditions or the conditions of participation in a
community corrections program, or to ensure the
management, good order, and security of an unpaid
community work site and the safety and welfare of offenders.
These measures, in turn, lessen the risk of the prisoner or
offender reoffending or posing a danger to the community.
The interference caused, if any, with the right not to be
subject to medical treatment without consent is relatively
minor, appropriately circumscribed, and proportionate to the
end sought to be achieved.
For these reasons, I am satisfied that the provisions relating to
alcohol and drug testing contained in the bill are compatible
with the human rights protected by the charter.
Amendments to parole scheme — privacy (s 13(a)) and
liberty of the person (s 21)
The bill makes various amendments to confirm existing
arrangements or improve the operation of the parole scheme.
For example, clause 10 inserts a new subsection into section 70
of the Corrections Act, relating to the obligations of the
secretary to provide assistance to the adult parole board. New
section 70(3) will provide that when so required by the board in
the performance of its functions, the secretary must report to the
board on any matter concerning an offender. This will facilitate
the secretary supplying to the board a parole suitability report
for the purposes of the board making a decision to grant parole,
continue parole, or cancel parole.
To the extent that the requirement for the secretary to report
to the adult parole board may involve the disclosure of
prisoner’s personal information, in my view, any such
disclosure will not constitute an arbitrary or unlawful
interference with privacy. The limited circumstances in which
personal or confidential information may be shared are clearly
set out in the relevant provisions and are appropriately
circumscribed. I am satisfied that any interference with a
prisoner’s privacy that occurs will therefore be permitted by
law. Further, the ability of the adult parole board to gather
relevant information about a prisoner, for the purpose of
assessing their suitability to be released on parole, is not
arbitrary as it is for legitimate purposes that are relevant to
and necessary for the performance of the duties and functions
of the board, and to reduce the risk of a person being
inappropriately released on parole or having their parole
continued. For these reasons, I am satisfied that clause 10 of
the bill does not limit the right to privacy under section 13 of
the charter.
Clauses 12, 15 and 16 of the bill insert new subsections into
sections 74, 77 and 78 of the Corrections Act, to provide that,
when the adult parole board is determining whether to release
prisoners on parole after service of non-parole period, the
board must have regard to the record of the court in relation to
the offending, including the judgement and the reasons for the
sentence. These amendments will ensure consistency with
existing sections 74AAA and 74AABA, and will confirm
existing practices of the board. The liberty rights contained in
section 21 of the charter can be relevant to decisions by the
adult parole board in respect of whether or not a prisoner who
has served their non-parole period should be released on
parole. Section 21(1) of the charter provides that every person
has the right to liberty. Section 21(2) provides that a person
must not be subjected to arbitrary detention. Section 21(3)
provides that a person must not be deprived of his or her
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liberty except on the grounds and in accordance with
procedures established by law.
In my view, however, sections 74, 77 and 78 of the
Corrections Act (as amended by clauses 12, 15 and 16 of
the bill) engage but do not limit the right to liberty of the
person. It is well established that the right to liberty of the
person is reasonably and justifiably limited where a person
is deprived of their liberty under a sentence of
imprisonment, after conviction for a criminal offence by an
independent court following a fair hearing. These provisions
affect the granting and cancellation of parole. They do not
increase the limitation on the right to liberty caused by the
original sentence. Where parole is refused or cancelled, the
person is ultimately required to serve the full sentence
imposed by the court as punishment for the offence and for
the protection of the community. There is no right or
entitlement to release on parole, nor to the continuation of a
particular legislative scheme for release on parole for the
duration of a person’s sentence.
Further rights that may appear relevant to decisions about
parole include section 25(1) of the charter, which provides
that a person charged with a criminal offence has the right to
be presumed innocent until proved guilty according to law;
section 26, which states that a person must not be tried or
punished more than once for an offence in respect of which
he or she has already been finally convicted or acquitted in
accordance with law; and section 27(2) that provides that a
penalty must not be imposed on any person for a criminal
offence that is greater than the penalty that applied to the
offence when it was committed.
In my opinion, neither a refusal to make an order for parole, nor
cancellation of parole, can be characterised as punishment. In
both cases, the prisoner is merely required to serve the full
sentence imposed by the court for the original offence.
Accordingly, I am satisfied that these amendments relating to
parole are compatible with the human rights protected by the
charter.
Offences relating to contraband — presumption of
innocence (section 25(1)) and protection against double
punishment (section 26)
Presumption of innocence (reverse onus)
Section 25(1) of the charter provides that a person charged
with a criminal offence has the right to be presumed innocent
until proved guilty according to law. This right is relevant
where a statutory provision shifts the burden of proof onto an
accused in a criminal proceeding, so that the accused is
required to prove matters to establish, or raise evidence to
suggest, that he or she is not guilty of an offence.
The right to be presumed innocent may be considered
relevant to clause 8 of the bill, which contains provisions
which place an evidential burden on a defendant.
The purpose of clause 8 of the bill is to ensure an appropriate
penalty and sufficient deterrence for the possession or use of
certain contraband items that pose the most significant risks in
Victorian prisons. This would address an issue with the
existing criminal offence in section 32(1)(c) of the
Corrections Act, which is confined to prohibiting the entry of
contraband into a prison and carries a maximum of two years
imprisonment. The possession and use of contraband is
currently a prison offence which is managed by each
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governor using internal disciplinary processes, rather than
referred to prosecution (unless the contraband relates to an
existing criminal offence under other legislation, such as the
use of illicit drugs).
Currently, some types of contraband as a prison offence are
only punishable by a fine under the Corrections Act and
constitute a prison offence within the meaning of section 48
of the Corrections Act because it is a contravention of the
Corrections Act or Corrections Regulations 2009. The
possession of unauthorised items is a prison offence in
accordance with regulation 50 of the Corrections Regulations
2009. The disciplinary proceedings for a prison offence are
set out in section 50 of the Corrections Act. These
disciplinary proceedings include a reprimand, withdrawal of
privileges or being charged with a prison offence to be dealt
with at a governor’s hearing. If the governor’s hearing finds a
prisoner guilty of the prison offence, the governor may
impose a reprimand, withdrawal of privileges or a fine up to
one penalty point (one penalty point is $155.46 from 1 July
2016 to 30 June 2017 and $158.57 from 1 July 2017).
Under clause 8 of the bill, the most serious types of
contraband will now be punishable by imprisonment. The
new criminal offence is for possession or use of certain types
of contraband in prisons with levels of penalty based on the
gravity and seriousness of the contraband. This will address
contraband that poses the most serious security risk to prison
security, cause harm or death or is a conduit for engaging in
further criminal activity, such as mobile phones or other
electronic communication devices.
Clause 8 of the bill inserts new section 31A(1) into the
Corrections Act to create an offence for prisoners to possess,
make, use, control, conceal, give or supply certain contraband
items inside a prison without a reasonable excuse. The
offence carries graduated levels of penalty, based on the
seriousness of the threat posed by the item. Under this
provision, category 1 items will include items that relate to
existing criminal offences, such as drugs, explosive
substances, child abuse material and weapons, as well as
electronic communication devices. Category 2 items include
drug paraphernalia, unauthorised prescription drugs,
electronic storage or recording devices and electronic devices
capable of processing information. ‘Possession’ is interpreted
as not just actual or physical possession, but would extend to
custody or control of the item.
Further, new section 31A(3) provides that in a proceeding for
an offence against section 31A, evidence that a category 1 or
a category 2 item is found in a room occupied solely by a
prisoner or on the person of a prisoner is evidence that the
item is in the possession of the prisoner.
New section 31A(1) requires the accused to raise evidence as
to their knowledge or belief in respect of certain matters in
order to avoid conviction. Section 31A(1) requires an accused
to raise evidence that they have ‘a reasonable excuse’. This
imposes an evidential onus on the accused. However, it does
not transfer the legal burden of proof because, once they have
adduced or pointed to some evidence that would establish the
excuse on balance, the burden then shifts back to the
prosecution to prove beyond reasonable doubt the absence of
the excuse raised, as well as each element of the offence.
Similarly, section 31A(3) does not create a reverse legal onus,
as it only requires an accused to raise reasonable doubt that
contradicts the presumption that they possessed the item in

CORRECTIONS LEGISLATION FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL 2017
Thursday, 7 September 2017

ASSEMBLY

contravention of section 31A(1), after which the prosecution
would still be required to prove the essential elements of the
offence. The evidential onus in section 31A(3) recognises that
the presence of a contraband item in a room occupied solely
by a prisoner, or on the person of the prisoner, is a prima facie
indication that the person has unlawfully possessed the item.
Further, the presumption is necessary to address the
difficulties in proving such offences in the prison
environment; there are no less restrictive options available in
these circumstances.
Courts in other jurisdictions have generally taken the
approach that an evidential onus on an accused person to raise
a defence does not limit the presumption of innocence. The
defences and excuses provided in new section 31A relate to
matters that will be peculiarly within the knowledge of the
defendant. Further, I note that the defences are included in the
bill to enable a defendant to escape liability in circumstances
of genuinely having a reasonable excuse or where there is
evidence that a contraband item was not in their possession
despite appearances. This reflects the need to minimise the
risk that a person may be convicted of an offence when they
are innocent of the conduct at which the offences are aimed.
For the above reasons, I am satisfied that the provisions of the
bill do not limit the right to be presumed innocent in
section 25(1) of the charter.
Double punishment
Section 26 of the charter provides that a person must not be
tried or punished more than once for an offence in respect of
which they have already been finally convicted or acquitted in
accordance with law.
In addition to being prohibited under new section 31A in
clause 8 of the bill, it may be a separate criminal offence for a
prisoner to possess or use a category 1 or 2 item. A prisoner
may therefore be charged with both the contraband offence
and the substantive criminal offence. As noted above, this
aligns with the existing criminal offence in section 32 of the
Corrections Act, which prohibits the entry of contraband into
a prison and carries a maximum of two years imprisonment,
including entry of contraband that may be a an separate
criminal offence under the criminal law, such as illicit drugs.
A prisoner who introduces, possesses or uses contraband into
a prison may therefore be charged with both the contraband
offence and the substantive criminal offence.
As noted above, the new criminal offence for possession or
use of certain types of contraband in prisons with levels of
penalty based on the gravity and seriousness of the
contraband. This will address contraband that poses the most
serious security risk to prison security, cause harm or death or
is a conduit for engaging in further criminal activity, such as
mobile phones or other electronic communication devices.
The new offence contained in section 31A reflects an existing
prohibition on contraband that forms part of the conditions of
the sentence of imprisonment under the administration of that
sentence under the Corrections Act. Section 48 of the
Corrections Act defines a prison offence to mean a
contravention of that act or the regulations, and hence
includes the existing contraband offence in section 32 of that
act and would apply to the new offence in clause 8 of the bill.
The contraband offence is a separate offence from any other
criminal offence that may apply. The rationale for imposing
discrete criminal liability for these offences is that possessing,
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making, using, controlling, concealing, giving or supplying
these items constitutes a breach of the prisoner’s sentence of
imprisonment, being a breach of the condition of the
prisoner’s confinement under the administration of that
sentence under the Corrections Act (see Lecornu v. R [2012]
VSCA 137).
Existing section 16 of the Sentencing Act 1991 provides that
every term of imprisonment imposed on a prisoner by a court
in respect of a prison offence must, unless otherwise directed
by the court because of the existence of exceptional
circumstances, be served cumulatively on any uncompleted
sentence or sentences of imprisonment imposed on that
prisoner, whether before or at the same time as that term.
Accordingly, new section 31A does not constitute double
punishment and the right in section 26 of the charter is not
limited by the bill.
Clarification of conditions on whether or not to make a
parole order for prisoner who murdered police officer
Clause 24 of the bill also inserts a new transitional provision,
new section 127A, into the Corrections Act relating to
section 74AAA. Section 74AAA came into operation on
14 December 2016 to provide for additional conditions
governing the decision about whether or not to grant parole to
a prisoner who is serving a sentence for murder of a police
officer. The provision applies in respect of a prisoner
convicted and sentenced to a term of imprisonment with a
non-parole period for the murder of a person, where the
prisoner knew, or was reckless as to whether the person was,
a police officer.
As outlined in the statement of compatibility for the Justice
Legislation Amendment (Parole Reform and Other Matters)
Bill 2016, section 74AAA applies to all prisoners sentenced
for such offending, and all existing applications for parole
from such prisoners, including those lodged but not yet
determined. That statement of compatibility acknowledged
that section 74AA was potentially incompatible with the
rights in sections 10(b) and 22(1) of the charter, in light of the
effect the limitation will have on certain individual sentenced
prisoners and the potential availability of less restrictive
alternative measures.
The new transitional provision inserted by the bill provides
that, to avoid doubt, the amendments referred to above apply
to a prisoner convicted and sentenced as mentioned in
section 74AAA(1), regardless of whether, before the
commencement of those amendments, the prisoner had
become eligible for parole, the prisoner had taken any steps to
ask the board to grant the prisoner parole, or the board had
begun any consideration of whether the prisoner should be
granted parole. The board may, in its discretion, treat any
steps taken by a prisoner to ask the board to grant the prisoner
parole, being steps taken before the commencement of those
amendments, as being an application lodged with the
secretary under section 74AAA(2).This amendment is
intended to put beyond doubt that section 74AAA applies to
all prisoners who meet the description in section 74AAA(1),
even if they became eligible for parole, took any steps before
that date to ask the board to grant parole, or the board had
begun any consideration of whether the prisoner should be
granted parole before 14 December 2016.
The amendment only operates to clarify the point from which
section 74AAA of the Corrections Act operates, spelling out
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more clearly what was always the intended position in
relation to that provision. It does not extend the operation of
the provision. As such, it does not raise any new charter
issues that would alter the charter analysis contained in the
statement of compatibility for the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Parole Reform and Other Matters) Bill 2016.
Amendment of the Major Crime (Investigative Powers)
Act 2004
Clause 25 of the bill amends section 18 of the Major Crime
(Investigative Powers) Act 2004 (Major Crime Act) to
provide statutory basis for established practices relating to the
custody of prisoners ordered to attend examinations of the
chief examiner.
Section 18 of the Major Crime Act provides for an
application to be made to the Supreme Court or the chief
examiner for an order that a proposed witness held in custody
be delivered into the custody of a police officer for the
purpose of bringing the person before the chief examiner to
give evidence at an examination. After they have given their
evidence, section 18 requires that the police officer delivers
the prisoner to the place of detention at which the prisoner
was held or detained at the time of the application for the
order. Clause 25 of the bill amends section 18(7) to provide
that any police officer (rather than the specifically named
police officer) may deliver the prisoner to the place of
detention. Further, the amendments enable the prisoner to be
returned to another place of detention determined by the
secretary (if it is a prison) or by the Chief Commissioner of
Police (if it is a police gaol).
The bill also provides for police custody officers and escort
officers to supervise the person, whilst they remain in the
custody of the relevant police officer.
In my opinion, the amendments to custody arrangements for
the purposes of examinations under the Major Crime Act do
not limit any human rights under the charter. The bringing of
a prisoner in custody before the chief examiner does not alter
or increase the limitation on the prisoner’s liberty caused by
their original sentence or their freedom of movement. As
such, I am satisfied that the provisions do not limit the rights
in section 21 of the charter. I note also that police officers are
public authorities under the charter, and therefore must
comply with the obligations to act compatibly with and give
proper consideration to rights that are relevant to the
treatment of detained persons while the prisoners are in their
custody pursuant to these provisions, such as the right to
humane treatment when deprived of liberty (section 22 under
the charter).
The Hon. Lisa Neville, MP
Minister for Police

Second reading
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
standing orders:
In summary, the bill will amend the Corrections Act 1986 and
the Major Crimes (Investigative Powers) Act 2004 to:
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introduce a new offence to strengthen the operation of
the corrections system by addressing the possession or
use of prohibited contraband in prisons;
create a new security officer role to provide security at
the adult parole board;
improve the operation of the parole system including
putting beyond doubt application of laws introduced last
year in cases of police murderers;
create an explicit power to remove electronic monitoring
devices or equipment;
clarify that provisions relating to discharge of firearms in
prison emergencies apply to police officers who are
authorised to exercise the powers of prison officers;
allow regulations to permit a trial of paid prisoner
employment scheme with a mandatory contribution to
victims of crime and their families;
make provision for community corrections officers to
carry out or supervise alcohol and drug tests;
clarify the custody arrangements of prisoners appearing
before the chief examiner.

Stronger penalties for prison contraband
Contraband in prison must be stopped and deterred.
Contraband poses security risks, including to staff and other
prisoners. Contraband can also be used as a means of escape
and to organise crime. As a first step, the government recently
introduced legislation into Parliament in 2017 to ban ‘drones’
and helicopters from entering prisons, including to combat
contraband.
This bill goes further by targeting the worst types of
contraband found in prisons and on prisoners.
Currently, some types of contraband as a prison offence are
only punishable by a fine. This is manifestly inadequate.
Under this bill, the most serious types of contraband will now
be punishable by imprisonment.
The bill will strengthen prison security by introducing a new
offence for possessing or using certain contraband without
reasonable excuse. This will include making, controlling,
concealing, giving or supplying the contraband in prison.
The new offence will target the most serious types of
contraband, including explosives, firearms, weapons, drugs,
child exploitation material, mobile phones and other
electronic communication devices, called Category 1
contraband. The offence will also apply to a second category
of contraband including unauthorised prescription drugs, drug
paraphernalia, electronic storage equipment and recording
(for example, photography) equipment which is not
communication capable. Contraband to which the new
offence applies will be split into these two categories with
penalties appropriate to the seriousness of the offence.
Category 1 contraband will attract a maximum penalty of two
years imprisonment, while category 2 will attract a maximum
of 12 months imprisonment. This broadly aligns with the
current maximum penalty to introduce contraband into
prisons which carries up to two years imprisonment.
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Under the Sentencing Act 1991 if the prisoner is already
serving a sentence at the same time as receiving a term of
imprisonment for the contraband offence, the new sentence
must be served on top unless exceptional circumstances apply.
These amendments will ensure that the possession and use of
contraband in prisons carry stiffer penalties than in the past.
Corrections Victoria will continue to work closely with
Victoria Police in keeping our prisons clean of contraband
and prosecuting those who breach prison security.
Security at the adult parole board
The security of staff is vital to the safe operation of the
corrections system. The security of staff and members of the
adult parole board has become an issue due to the safety
incidents at the premises of the board when the prisoner’s
parole has been cancelled or while the prisoner on parole is
attending for interview by the board. Some of these incidents
have occurred before Victoria Police have arrived at the
premises where the adult parole board is sitting. The risk of a
prisoner on parole absconding in these circumstances will
also be addressed by these amendments.
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granting parole to such a prisoner to circumstances where the
prisoner no longer has the physical ability to harm any person
and has demonstrated they do not pose a risk to the
community. To put beyond doubt the application of these
requirements, the bill inserts a transitional provision into the
Corrections Act to make explicit that section 74AAA applies
to a prisoner convicted and sentenced as mentioned in
section 74AAA(1), regardless of whether, before the
commencement of those amendments, the prisoner had
become eligible for parole, the prisoner had taken any steps to
ask the board to grant the prisoner parole, or the board had
begun any consideration of whether or not the prisoner should
be granted parole. The board may, in its discretion, treat any
steps taken by a prisoner to ask the board to grant the prisoner
parole, being steps taken before the commencement of those
amendments, as being an application lodged with the
secretary under section 74AAA(2). The amendment confirms
the original intent of the legislation.
The bill also makes other amendments to improve or confirm
existing arrangements within the parole system, including:
a.

confirming the power of the adult parole board to
require reports from the secretary to the department
to perform its parole functions, and to require
further reports or information, including reports to
assess suitability of prisoners to be released on
parole or to remain on parole.

b.

reflecting current practice by inserting a
requirement in parole decisions that the adult
parole board must have regard to the record of the
court, including the judgement and the reasons for
sentence, when making parole decisions including
cancellation of parole; and

c.

confirming the minimum number of members of
the serious violent offender or sexual offender
parole division of the adult parole board is at least
two members.

In order to ensure the safety of staff and members of the adult
parole board, the bill introduces a new class of security officer
in the Corrections Act. This will address specific needs of the
adult parole board and its staff who were consulted in the
development of this reform.
The new security officers will have the power under the
Corrections Act to use reasonable force, including use of
handcuffs, and also may be authorised under the Control of
Weapons Act 1990 to use oleoresin capsicum spray and
extendable batons. These powers are consistent with the
statutory powers available to manage prisoners in custody,
serious sex offenders in the community and high-risk prisoners
on parole in the community who are supervised by the security
and emergency services group of Corrections Victoria.
The bill also gives security officers power to arrest and detain
a prisoner on parole without warrant upon forming a
reasonable belief that the prisoner on parole has committed an
indictable offence, or upon cancellation of parole. The
officers will hold the prisoner and then hand them over to
Victoria Police upon their attendance, which is a similar
power held by protective services officers in designated areas
in the community. The bill ensures security officers use of
reasonable force includes enforcing a direction given by a
police officer (in addition to enforcing a direction given by
the security officer).
The new class of officers will be drawn from an existing pool
of prison officers from Corrections Victoria who have the
necessary skills and experience to undertake these functions
including returning prisoners to custody. The officers may
assist the adult parole board when required including on short
notice outside business hours. The government has worked
closely with the board in the development of this reform.
Parole amendments
The bill also makes amendments to improve or confirm
existing arrangements within the parole system.
Last year, Parliament passed legislation imposing strict limits
on the granting of parole for prisoners sentenced for the
murder of a police officer. Section 74AAA of the Corrections
Act, which commenced on 14 December 2016, restricts the

Removal of electronic monitoring devices
Electronic monitoring devices are used to monitor prisoners
in prison, parole conditions and community correction orders
(such as exclusion zones and curfews).
The requirement for electronic monitoring may be cancelled
or revoked or may expire. In most cases the removal of
electronic monitoring devices is conducted with the consent
of the offender. However, there is no legal power to remove
the electronic monitoring devices or equipment (such as an
ankle bracelet or device at a home) as the condition to wear
the device no longer exists.
The bill will allow electronic monitoring devices to be
removed from prisoners, prisoners on parole and offenders
without their consent. The provisions will also allow the use
of reasonable force to remove an electronic monitoring device
or entry to the premises of the offender or parolee to remove
any electronic monitoring equipment at the residence. If an
offender is arrested and taken into Victoria Police custody an
electronic monitoring device will be removed to prevent
tampering, misuse, stigmatisation or self-harm. The device or
equipment may be evidence of an offence, such as entry into
an exclusion zone or breach of a curfew.
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Use of firearms

Alcohol and drug testing

Under the Corrections Act, police officers may be authorised
to act as prison officers in the case of a prison emergency
such as a riot. Sections 55EB and 55EC of the Corrections
Act states the circumstances in which escort officers may
discharge firearms, and any requirements prior to discharge,
such as giving a warning. These conditions on the use of
firearms do not apply automatically to police officers who are
authorised to act as prison officers. The bill therefore
explicitly provides that these provisions also apply to
authorised police officers.

Offenders in the community may be required to undergo
alcohol or drug testing such as part of the conditions on a
community correction order or parole order. Some of these
offenders have been found to be attempting to provide
substitute samples at pathology clinics.

These amendments will clarify the power of Victoria Police
to respond to serious incidents in prisons including to allow
the use of non-lethal firearms when authorised with powers of
prison officers and escort officers.
The bill does not limit the existing powers and duties of
police officers when performing their role as police officers.
This amendment confirms existing arrangements between
Corrections Victoria and Victoria Police and existing
provisions of the Corrections Regulations 2009 to keep
prisons safe and secure when responding to serious incidents.

In some cases suspicious pathology staff have felt intimidated
by offenders and this is clearly unfair.
The bill therefore includes new powers in the Corrections Act
for community corrections staff to supervise and carry out
tests. This will occur when the Secretary to the Department of
Justice and Regulation (or delegate) reasonably believes it is
required to ensure an accurate assessment of the alcohol or
drug use of the offender. These powers will only apply to
breath or urine tests. The bill will require tests be conducted
or supervised by an officer who is the same gender as that
with which the person being tested identifies or, if the person
so requests, a different gender.
This amendment will ensure evidence of compliance with
parole orders and community correction orders can be
obtained safely, reliably and accurately.

Paid prisoner employment scheme
Paid employment of prisoners was recommended in the 2005
Victorian Ombudsman report Investigation into the
Rehabilitation and Reintegration of Prisoners in Victoria.
This bill takes the step of allowing for the commencement of
a trial of paid employment at the Judy Lazarus Transition
Centre, with the long-term goal of expanding the program to
other minimum-security prisons including low-security
prisons for women.
Importantly, prisoners participating in the scheme will be
required to make a contribution from their earnings to a pool
of funds for assisting victims of crime and their family
members. Contributions will be on a sliding scale, meaning
that contributions increase as earnings increase. Also, prisoner
access to their wages will be limited in order to ensure that
prisoners have financial resources available for their
post-release needs and provide a reduced strain on
post-release services, both state and commonwealth.
Limiting prisoner access to wages will also prevent other
inmates from abusing the system by targeting employed
prisoners or gambling.
All employers currently engaged in the prisoner work
experience program during 2017 provided skills in entry-level
jobs in the hospitality, construction, and fitness industries
responded to the invitation from Corrections Victoria to
provide information about a proposed trial of a paid prisoner
employment program.
All work prisoner employment placements must be assessed
as suitable by the Secretary to the Department of Justice and
Regulation. Prisoners excluded from the scheme include
prisoners sentenced for violent or sexual offences and a
prohibition on child-related employment.
These participants indicated that, based on their experience,
they would employ the prisoner currently working with them
on a paid basis under applicable state or federal award
conditions. All program participants also said they would be
likely to continue the employment of the prisoner upon release.

Prisoners giving evidence for the purpose of the Major
Crimes (Investigative Powers) Act
Following consultation with Victoria Police, the bill also
clarifies the technical anomalies in the custody, transport and
supervision arrangements for persons in prisons or police
gaols who are required to give evidence at an examination
hearing before the chief examiner appointed under the Major
Crimes (Investigative Powers) Act.
Currently the individual officer who sought the examination
order must have carriage of the custody of the prisoner, which
is impractical and time-consuming for Victoria Police. In
practice, Corrections Victoria escort officer or other police
officers transport the prisoner in the presence of the officer
who sought the examination order.
The bill will allow any police officer, police custody officer,
prison officer or escort officer to take custody and return the
prisoner to a place of detention. The bill will also allow
prisoners to be returned to places of detention other than the
location where the prisoner was originally held — be that a
prison or a police gaol. Further, the amendments will allow
corrections staff and police custody officers to provide
temporary supervision support or assistance to Victoria Police
officers during the giving of examinations, including during
adjournments.
This bill represents another step the government is taking to
ensure the smooth operation of the corrections system and
keep the community safe.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr CLARK (Box
Hill).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 21 September.
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DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES AMENDMENT (REAL-TIME
PRESCRIPTION MONITORING) BILL 2017
Second reading
Debate resumed from 6 September; motion of
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health).
Ms KEALY (Lowan) — I rise to continue my
contribution to the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled
Substances Amendment (Real-time Prescription
Monitoring) Bill 2017. During my contribution
yesterday I outlined the main provisions of the bill and
also some of the areas of concern that I had around the
bill, and I would like to go into further detail around
those concerns.
It is important that we get this bill right. We know that
last year we lost 372 people to fatal pharmaceutical
overdoses. This is a serious issue when you compare
this number with the number of people who died of,
say, heroin overdoses — 172 last year. I believe we lost
about 195 people to the road toll.
So this is a significant issue for Victoria, and it is
overdue that we do something to help support doctors,
to support pharmacists and to support the people who
are battling addiction of pharmaceutical drugs. Eight
out of 10 of these fatal pharmaceutical overdoses
involved benzodiazepine. We do need to do more to
educate doctors about the risks of prescribing benzos.
This is a high-risk, highly addictive drug, and I think
that the medical community needs to take more
responsibility in trying to avoid people becoming
addicted in the first place.
In terms of what this program will deliver, it really will
only help support doctors where there is already a
history of dependence on pharmaceutical drugs. It will
not deter people from actually getting on those drugs
and being prescribed those drugs in the first instance. I
think that the medical community and the
pharmaceutical community need to take greater action,
more affirmative action, to try and reduce the number
of original prescriptions of these high-risk, highly
addictive pain relief drugs. We need to also ensure that
alternatives are provided wherever possible because of
course if people are not addicted to these substances in
the first place, then they are not going to have an
accidental fatal overdose.
When we talk about these numbers, the 372 lives that
were lost last year, it is easy to think about this as just
another statistic — that is the risk of how we speak
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about things as politicians and how the media discuss
them as well. But at the end of the day these are
individuals — these are people who have absolutely
struggled with their own addictions. And it does not just
impact on the individuals who are no longer with us
today — there are thousands of Victorians who
currently have a pharmaceutical medication addiction.
We think about the impacts on not only these
individuals but also their families, their friends, their
colleagues and the wider community. Pharmaceutical
drug addiction runs deep across the state, and while the
real-time prescription monitoring system will help to
better manage the prescription and dispensation of these
drugs, we need to provide better support to make sure
that these people who are looking to access drug
therapy and drug treatment are able to do so.
Currently there are a number of drug rehab centres
across the state where you have to wait in excess of
12 months to get drug treatment. It is simply
unacceptable. Unfortunately, when the Labor
government first came into power in 2014, they
scrapped funding that the Liberal and National
government had put in place for three residential
rehabilitation centres. As a result we have seen drug use
skyrocket and we have seen access to rehabilitation
wait lists grow. People are falling through the cracks
and out of the system. We are facing a drug crisis in the
state. Drug crime is also escalating. It is deeply
concerning to see those statistics and to think that we
are really not offering enough for these individuals.
That brings up another issue around the introduction of
real-time prescription monitoring system. We may be
cutting off supply of pharmaceutical drugs for a number
of people who already have an addiction. We need to
ensure that we have an alcohol and other drugs (AOD)
sector that is equipped to be able to deal with what may
be an influx of people who have a pharmaceutical drug
dependence and a requirement for urgent treatment.
We also need to ensure that we provide better support
to clinicians and pharmacists within those clinics and
pharmacies because there is no doubt — and I have
seen it firsthand — when somebody who has an
addiction to a pharmaceutical drug comes into a
medical clinic it is their expectation they will leave with
a script for that drug. They can become highly agitated
if they are unable to get access to that drug, putting
clinic staff at risk, putting medical staff at risk and also
putting the wider community at risk. They become
quite desperate at that point in time. The police are
usually involved. It is a crisis. I am concerned that we
will not be providing enough educational support about
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the risks of implementing this system in terms of how it
will operate in clinical settings in real life.
Other concerns that I have are around a system that
only imposes a financial penalty to doctors. I realise
this is out of bounds of what is able to be put in place in
legislation, but I think it is incumbent upon the
Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency
(AHPRA) to better provide support for clinicians who
have been overprescribing addictive medicines, and that
there is not just a slap on the wrist for wrongdoing but
serious sanctions put in place for doctors who are found
to be overprescribing these drugs or who are found to
have not been appropriately checking the database to
see whether somebody has a significant history of
doctor shopping or frequently accessing prescriptions
for these drugs.
Unfortunately I think that often AHPRA falls on the
concept that doctors have a right to maintain their
business and that AHPRA cannot take steps to block
them from earning an income. But there are dodgy
doctors out there, there are doctors who are not doing the
right thing and they should be sanctioned or, if they are
found to be breaching this legislation, they should be
deregistered. It should be beyond a financial penalty. I
urge AHPRA to support the intention of this bill to weed
out those dodgy doctors and to encourage doctors to do
the right thing and to avoid prescribing these high-risk,
highly addictive medicines where it is possible.
We also need to ensure that there is seamless
interaction and a seamless transition to the national
scheme. As I stated yesterday, I do not want politics to
mean that we have gaps in the system whereby the
Victorian system does not fully integrate with the
national system. The electorate of Lowan is on the
border, and I think that communities that are along the
Victorian–South Australian border and the Victorian–
New South Wales border are most at risk.
These are rural communities where there is often a
shortage of doctors. There are doctors who have been
trained overseas and may not be aware of the
requirements around checking the database in Victoria
and in Australia. We need to provide these doctors with
the support they need so they understand the system.
Also, we need to make sure that people who do have
pharmaceutical drug dependence do not automatically
float out to the regional areas where there is the least
ability to provide support for them.
Already we have critical doctor shortages. In Horsham
we have a challenge where Lister House, the main clinic
in town, has gone from 30 GPs down to just six GPs in a
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little over eight months. We need better incentives to
attract doctors to rural and regional areas of Victoria, and
putting pressure on them by people moving towards the
borders if there are any gaps in this real-time prescription
monitoring system across Australia would be negligent
on the part of the government. I urge them not to play
politics with this issue but to make sure that they work
closely with the federal coalition government so that we
do not have any gaps. It will save lives if they choose to
go down that path.
I have concerns that there is no outline of the minimum
requirements or a minimum number of identifies that a
doctor must use to search the database. I am concerned
that a doctor could simply type into the database ‘John
Smith’ and say, ‘I couldn’t find the one that we were
looking for’, and use that as an explanation or a reason
to get out of receiving any financial penalty or sanction.
I think we need to look at that, perhaps through the
regulations — that is, a minimum expectation of how
somebody would try to find a patient within the
database. We need to look at the next steps for the
database and how it can better integrate into some of
the more common practice management systems such
as the MedicalDirector or Zedmed. We need to support
clinics to transition to those systems.
I would like to go back and refer to the individuals and
the families who really have made this happen. I would
like to acknowledge John and Marg Millington, who
have made the effort to come into Parliament again
today to hear the contributions from both sides of
Parliament around the introduction of this legislation.
John and Marg have nothing but my absolute respect
and support for all they have done in sharing Simon’s
story and tirelessly advocating for over a decade to
make this happen. They have achieved that. We have
achieved that today. I have outlined some concerns but
in no way is that disrespectful to what they are seeking
to achieve.
I refer back to the extremely moving letter that the
Millingtons supplied to me and that I read into Hansard
yesterday. For people reading through this contribution, I
strongly encourage them to read through my contribution
yesterday so they can refer to that letter and understand
the heartfelt contribution from the Millingtons and what
this legislation means to them. I thank the Millingtons for
tirelessly pursuing this matter, all the other families who
have assisted to raise awareness about how important it
is that governments take action to deal with
pharmaceutical drug dependence and also of course
ScriptWise, the Wimmera Drug Action Taskforce and
the other groups that have approached me and engaged
with me to ensure that we have a system such as
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real-time prescription monitoring introduced in the state
of Victoria.
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — Many of those
members in this place will have been touched in some
way by the issue of prescription drug addiction and in
some cases overdose. It may be through our
constituents or it may be through friends or family. But
for too many this pain is very close to home.
I would like to acknowledge that we have Margaret and
John Millington in the gallery today, who very tragically
lost their son, Simon, to a prescription drug overdose.
Sadly this is not the only loss that the Millington family
has endured, and I want to acknowledge that broader
story of the family and all they have endured. I also want
to acknowledge all that they have given back to our
community, especially Margaret. I know she is heavily
involved in so many initiatives and enterprises. She is a
powerhouse, and we in this place should all show her
great respect for so many reasons. Thank you for being
here today and being a part of this as well. I cannot
imagine the pain of the Millingtons, and I know that
there is nothing that can take it away, but I do hope that
this legislation before the house today gives them some
level of comfort.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Electorate office budgets
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My question
is to the Premier. With invoices showing that Khalil
Eideh’s office ordered 7000 basic flyers for the
Craigieburn Festival at the spectacularly pricey cost of
over $4000 — around seven to 10 times the regular
printing rate — Premier, what inquiries have you made
with Mr Eideh and other Labor MPs and what action
have you taken since yesterday to find out about and deal
with this latest rorting scandal in your rotten, rort-ridden
government, or are you yet again putting your head in the
sand and pretending that you know nothing?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. I do not know; maybe
there would be a few bottles of Grange worth four grand.
What do you think? And a few meals with the mob that
might have cost about $4000. Thanks for your lecture,
Leader of the Opposition — Captain Probity over there,
who could not lie straight in bed when it comes to these
matters and whose story keeps on changing.
Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER — Order! That escalated quickly. I
understand it is Thursday, but I will not have members
shouting across the chamber. I will begin to remove
members from the chamber without warning if they
persist in shouting at that volume.
Mr ANDREWS — Were there 20 people at the
dinner? Were there 12 people at the dinner? Did you
drink the wine or did you not drink the wine?
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, I know
that the Premier is angry as usual today, but I would ask
you to bring him back to answering a very
straightforward question about the 7000 basic flyers
that cost 7 to 10 times the amount they should have
cost — paid for by the taxpayer — and what he has
done to his member. What conversations has he had
with his member to end the culture of rorting that is
engulfing his government?
The SPEAKER — Order! The Premier will answer
the question.
Mr ANDREWS — I expect many people were very
angry to learn that the Leader of the Opposition takes
money from the mob. I expect many people were angry
to learn that. As the Leader of the Opposition knows —
Mr R. Smith — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier is defying your ruling immediately on getting
to his feet —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr R. Smith — Finished? The Premier —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Frankston will leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour.
Honourable member for Frankston withdrew from
chamber.
Mr R. Smith — The Premier has a history of
backing rorting Presiding Officers. There is one over
there and there is one over there, and maybe he should
answer some questions about this one.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Premier to
answer the question.
Mr ANDREWS — As the Leader of the Opposition
I think would know, the administration of electorate
entitlements is a matter for Presiding Officers. If he has
got an alternative proposal by way of a change to the
rules of this place, then he ought to announce it, but the
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administration of printing budgets and other electorate
office entitlements is properly the province of Presiding
Officers. Those arrangements are subject to regular
auditing involving the Auditor-General. And indeed,
Speaker, in direct answer to the Leader of the
Opposition’s question, those matters are the subject of
an investigation and a review, as announced by
Mr President in the other place.

economic growth, we would be going even better,
would we not? The most recent data shows state final
demand growing by 4.7 per cent in the year to June
2017. What a fantastic result, and one that all Victorians
should be proud of and one for which every member of
this place should send best wishes to businesses, to
workers, to those who are making investments and
keeping our state strong.

Supplementary question

Of course, both households and businesses are more
confident in their economic future, with some 3.4 per
cent in additional spending by families and with
companies investing 20.5 per cent more over the year —
a fantastic result for jobs. We are not just talking about
jobs and growth but actually delivering it. We have seen
around a quarter of a million new jobs created over this
term, and 70 per cent of those — 161 000 of them
indeed — are stable, secure, full-time positions.

Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — With
Mr Eideh refusing to admit responsibility for this rorting
and instead trying to blame his staff, Premier, given you
are not prepared to do anything about it yourself, are you
prepared to have this rorting independently investigated
by referring it to Victoria Police?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I have greater
confidence, it seems, in reviews conducted by the
President in the other place than the Leader of the
Opposition. I have complete confidence that the Leader
of the Opposition is wrong to question the —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Ripon
will leave the chamber for the period of 1 hour.
Honourable member for Ripon withdrew from
chamber.
Mr ANDREWS — I am confident that the Leader
of the Opposition is wrong when he questions the
ability of Presiding Officers in this and the other place
to deal with these matters, to look at them thoroughly.
What is more, the Auditor-General has a brief around
these matters. It seems that the Leader of the
Opposition does not have confidence in those
arrangements. And given his recent form on
self-referral, I do not think he is in any position to
lecture anyone about referring matters off to —
Mr Guy interjected.
Mr ANDREWS — The Leader of the
Opposition — honestly! If only I could have an
extension of time.

Ministers statements: economy
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — It is not a ministerial
statement about bogus self-referrals to IBAC; it is a
ministerial statement in relation to the very strong
economic performance of the state of Victoria. We of
course boast the fastest growing economy in our nation.
If only the noise of those opposite contributed to

We will continue to play our part as a government, as a
public sector, in the infrastructure our state needs,
putting Victorians to work, building the things that are
necessary — not talking about them, not wasting a
moment, let alone wasting four long, miserable,
indolent years. No wonder we need to do so much now,
given that those opposite did so little — just one of the
reasons they find themselves on that side of the house.

Electorate office budgets
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. Premier, despite your
Deputy President, Khalil Eideh, providing only
selective evidence to substantiate almost a dozen
invoices, he included ordering letterhead with printing
costs of more than $1 a page, which is at least
10 times normal market rates. Premier, given you will
not tell Victorians what you have done about this
rorting and will not refer it to the police, are you
prepared to give your personal guarantee to Victorians
that Mr Eideh has not been inflating invoice costs to
see the money returned and be used to pay for Labor
Party branch memberships?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition! The member for Bentleigh!
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. He quotes evidence as he
sees it. He seems to have some knowledge of
investigations that are being conducted. Those
investigations do not involve, might I suggest, the Leader
of the Opposition or any member of the executive. Those
investigations, those inquiries, are matters between the
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member involved and the Presiding Officers. If the
Leader of the Opposition is uncomfortable with that, he
can make a policy announcement if he chooses to, or he
can continue to play games and laugh as he likes to.
There is nothing funny about this. It should be dealt with
properly, and it is.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — Premier,
your Speaker resigned for rorting electorate allowances.
Your Deputy Speaker resigned for rorting electorate
allowances. Premier, given your refusal to back your
Deputy President, does he continue to retain your
confidence or will he too soon be resigning for rorting
electorate allowances?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Roads
and Road Safety! The member for Warrandyte!
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — Unlike the Leader of
the Opposition, I think it is appropriate to allow
investigations to run their course. Much like the
investigation into the conduct of the member for Ovens
Valley, which is being conducted by Victoria Police, it
is appropriate that it be allowed to run its course while
he sits on the front bench opposite. The issue here is
that where processes are underway they ought to be
allowed to run their course.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, I did not ask the Premier for a commentary
on an investigation. I asked the Premier —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bentleigh will leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour.
Honourable member for Bentleigh withdrew from
chamber.
Mr Guy — I actually asked the Premier if he has
confidence in Mr Eideh, and he is refusing to give the
answer. Does he have confidence in that man or not?
Obviously you do not.
Mr ANDREWS — On the point of order, Speaker, I
submit to you that my answer is completely relevant and
in accordance with the standing orders. And while I have
an opportunity, might I indicate to the Leader of the
Opposition that he did not ask me about lobster with the
mobster, but you are going to hear a lot more about it.
Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The Premier to answer
the question.
Mr ANDREWS — As I was indicating, there is a
process in place. And just as processes that might
involve those on the opposite side of the house ought to
be allowed to run their course, so too should this one.
You will not find me interfering in it.

Ministers statements: economy
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) — I rise to update the
house on the exceptional performance of the Victorian
economy. National accounts figures that were issued
yesterday confirm that Victoria is yet again leading the
nation. Over the year to June Victoria grew by 4.7 per
cent. This is the strongest result of all the states, and it is
nearly double both the national figure and the result in
New South Wales.
Business investment is up 20 per cent over the year,
reflecting of course the confidence that the business
community has in this government. Household
spending is up 3.4 per cent, reflecting increased
consumer sentiment, supported by nearly a quarter of a
million jobs that have been created by this government
in our time in office. Consumer confidence, a strong
construction sector, a booming labour market and our
strong budgetary management are all driving these
impressive results. Just a few days ago further
Australian Bureau of Statistics data confirmed that
Victoria’s exports have experienced the highest annual
growth in the nation.
When those opposite occupied the government benches
our economy stalled to an average of just 1.7 per cent per
annum — pathetic. Since this government has been in
power Victoria has well and truly been on the march.
Our state final demand has grown by an average of
4.4 per cent under this government. On every significant
economic indicator Victorians are better off under this
government. Job creation, economic growth, consumer
confidence, retail sales, business investment — they all
tell the same story. Sometimes I think we need an
episode of Mythbusters on Spring Street to bust that
crazy myth that those opposite are better at managing the
economy. Guess what? They are not.

Electorate office budgets
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is the Premier. I refer to the fact that the
second printing firm outed by Labor Party
whistleblowers, Cheson Printing & Publishing in
St Albans, is under investigation by the Parliament, and
I ask: which of your Labor Party MPs has used Cheson
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Printing, and can you guarantee that the invoices
generated have all been legitimate?

answering that question, and we know why. Bring him
back to answering that question.

Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. Those who are engaged
to provide printing services, the moneys they pay, all of
those matters, are rightly a matter between the
Parliament, the Department of Parliamentary Services
and individual members of Parliament. If the Leader of
the Opposition is seriously inviting members of the
executive to go through each and every expenditure of
each and every member of this place, that is a very
substantial departure from the way the system has
operated for a very long time. It is not my intention to
and no member of the government will be trampling all
over processes that the President in the other place and
you yourself, Speaker, have put in place.

The SPEAKER — I ask the Premier to come back
to answering the question.

It is interesting that the Leader of the Opposition asks
about invoices and inappropriate behaviour. There is an
investigation going on right now about invoices and
inappropriate behaviour in relation to someone on the
other side of the house. That investigation should be
allowed to run its course, as should this one. That is our
policy, and that is our practice.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — It is
well-known that Khalil Eideh’s electorate officer
Mr Mammarella is seeking to have his son replace the
rorting member for Melton as Labor’s candidate in
Melton. Premier, can you guarantee that no taxpayer
funds rorted through either F & M Printing or Cheson
Printing have been used to fund Labor Party branch
memberships to influence Labor’s upcoming Melton
preselection?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — You have got to
question the credibility of questions that start with ‘It is
well-known’ — that well-known evidentiary test! ‘It is
well-known’, apparently, says the Leader of the
Opposition. ‘It is well-known’.
The Leader of the Opposition can shout and scream all
he wants and make all his pathetic little insults from
across there. They will not change the fact, with your
red lips, with your Grange-encrusted mouth. We know
you take their money. We know that you eat their food.
And on cue —
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, I know that the Premier does not want to
answer this question, but I ask you to bring him back to
it. Can he guarantee that no taxpayer funds are being
siphoned off to be used to fund Labor Party branch
memberships in the seat of Melton? He is not

Mr ANDREWS — It is well-known and I can
guarantee that I have not gone and had Grange with any
mobsters. I do not conspire to take their money, and it
is also well-known and I can guarantee that there is an
investigation ongoing, and it will not be interrupted or
interfered with by any member of this government.
Whether the Leader of the Opposition can say the same
is a matter for him.
Mr Walsh — On a point of order, Speaker,
concerning the last question from the Leader of the
Opposition, under sessional order 9(2), I believe the
Premier has been unresponsive, and I would ask you
to have him provide a written response to the
Parliament, please.
The SPEAKER — I will consider that one carefully
at the conclusion of question time.

Ministers statements: Murray-Darling Basin
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Water) — I want to take
the opportunity to provide an update to the house on the
status of the investigation into the Murray-Darling Basin
allegations that were made on Four Corners. As people
may recall, recently Four Corners made some
allegations that irrigators in New South Wales were in
effect stealing water that belonged to both the
environment and other irrigators down the river.
It is clear that Victoria has already done much of the
heavy lifting when it comes to the delivery of the water
that we are required to deliver under the plan,
delivering largely high-reliability water, and this has
had an impact in our communities. For many of our
irrigators right across the river, the allegations that were
made on Four Corners have caused significant distress
and concern, particularly in the context of the additional
450 gigalitres of water that is required to be provided.
Victoria has been very clear on calling for an
independent investigation. The one that is being
undertaken by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority
(MDBA) is not independent. We need to look at the
actions of the MDBA and the Commonwealth
Environmental Water Holder to ensure that the proper
oversights and transparencies are in place to understand
what they knew and what they did to take action to
prevent this and to ensure this does not happen again.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Thursday, 7 September 2017

ASSEMBLY

I have called on the Deputy Prime Minister — who is
slightly distracted at the moment, I do realise, with
whether he is actually a member of Parliament or
not — to both have an independent inquiry but also call
an early ministerial council. All the other states,
including New South Wales, have agreed to it. Of most
concern for communities is the fact that the person who
signed up to this plan has been absolutely silent on this
matter, has not backed this in and has not called for an
independent inquiry at a national level. This is critical
for the communities in the north. It is critical to the
confidence about the Murray-Darling Basin plan. It is
about time the former water minister said something
about it.

Electorate office budgets
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is again to the Premier. Given your
government spent hundreds of thousands of taxpayers
dollars trying to stop any investigation into Labor’s
red shirts electoral campaign rorting, will you
guarantee not to spend any further taxpayers dollars
trying to stop any investigations into Labor’s electoral
printing allowance rorting?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — As I indicated
previously, any inquiry should be fully cooperated with
and any investigation should be full and frank, without
fear or favour. That is our position, that is our policy
and that is our practice. But fancy being lectured about
interfering in these matters by someone who has so
buried the Ventnor settlement and so wrapped up the
Ventnor settlement in confidentiality agreements —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition!
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — You can call me desperate all
you want, but the one who is desperate to keep it secret
is sitting right there.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — Premier,
given you have refused to take action on this rorting
yourself, you will not refer it to Victoria Police, you
will not dump your rorting Deputy President and you
will not rule out spending taxpayers money to try and
prevent any independent investigation, what is it you
actually intend to do to end the stench of rorting and
corruption that surrounds you and your government?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — All investigations
should be allowed to run their course appropriately.
That is the fair and proper thing to do. In terms of what
we would like to see happen and what we intend to do,
we intend to keep governing to create jobs and
opportunities across our state. We intend to keep
getting the infrastructure that we need built. To put this
beyond all doubt, we intend to keep reminding every
Victorian that the Leader of the Opposition, because of
the company he keeps and his appalling judgement, is
not fit to sit in that chair, let alone this one.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Warrandyte!
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, if the
Premier intends to continue answering this question, I
ask you to instruct him to cease debating the topic and
come back to answering the question.
Honourable members interjecting.

Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier is debating the issue. I ask you to bring him
back to answering the question.

The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Gembrook! Manager of opposition business, I did not
hear the point of order.

The SPEAKER — I uphold the point of order. I ask
the Premier to come back to answering the question.

Mr Clark — This was a question about what the
Premier intended to do to end the stench of corruption
that surrounded his government. If the Premier intends
to continue answering the question, I ask you to bring
him back to answering it.

Mr ANDREWS — In total contrast to the policy
and practice of the government, there are some who
have gone to extraordinary lengths — engaging private
law firms, for instance, and signing confidentiality
agreements — doing everything they possibly can to
make sure that no-one in Victoria knows how much
was paid out as part of a settlement by Victorian
taxpayers because of the shoddy deal done around a
kitchen table on Phillip Island. There are some who
operate in that manner.

The SPEAKER — The Premier indicated he had
concluded his answer.

Ministers statements: tourism
Mr EREN (Minister for Tourism and Major
Events) — I rise to update the house on Victoria’s
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booming visitor economy. When we took office, the
industry was worth just over $21 billion —
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Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) — I thank the
member for Caulfield for his question.

Mr R. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the member for
Warrandyte to leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour.
Honourable member for Warrandyte withdrew
from chamber.
Mr EREN — and thanks to the Andrews Labor
government it is now worth just over $24 billion. We
have a strategy to grow this sector by 2025 to
320 000 jobs, and we are on track as a government to
make sure that all of those strategies fall into place.
That is an additional 110 000 jobs for our state.

An honourable member interjected.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — Could be, but it is all
pretence. The fact is this: the reality is that the member
for Caulfield had a really rough day yesterday. He had a
terrible day yesterday. He had to call for a quorum on
his own matter of public importance yesterday because
there was nobody there backing him up on his work
and on his job.
Ms Ryall — On a point of order, Speaker, the
member is clearly debating the question. I would ask you
to actually bring her back to answering it. We are talking
about since the war. She needs to answer the question.

I thank Brad Ostermeyer, the CEO of the Victorian
Tourism Industry Council, for hosting us at an industry
breakfast just yesterday. There were a number of
members that attended that breakfast. Certainly the over
200 people that attended that breakfast were very happy
about this government’s progress in growing that very
important sector. One of those reasons is of course our
investments in major events. This week we saw the
Socceroos win the Thailand game in front of a capacity
crowd at AAMI Park. That is just the start of it.

Ms D’AMBROSIO — The issue about what the
Parliament does for its own energy security issues is a
matter for the Parliament to sort out. The reality is this:
the member for Caulfield can complain all he likes and
can do all the scaremongering that he likes, but the
reality is that we listen to the experts. That is what our
government does. The Australian Energy Market
Operator —

I was also pleased to hear from Clive Scott, the general
manager of Sofitel, where this event was held. For the
first time in the history of the Sofitel, they were 95 per
cent occupied in the month of August. That is what it is
all about — 95 per cent occupancy for the first time
ever. We have an extensive plan to make sure that this
industry grows into the future.

The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the member for
Forest Hill.

I just want to make mention of the Melbourne
Convention and Exhibition Centre. We are investing in
the largest convention centre in the nation. After the
recent development, there will be 70 000 square metres
able to host the biggest events. We have announced the
Lions Club International conference in 2024, with
13 000 delegates spending $84 million, creating lots of
jobs. This is the state for jobs.

Energy security
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — My question is to
the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate
Change. Minister, you have told Victorians that energy
security is safe and there is no problem with supply
over summer. If this is the case, why is the Parliament
this weekend installing a stand-by diesel generator for
the first time since the war?

Honourable members interjecting.

Ms D’AMBROSIO — The Australian Energy
Market Operator had this to say yesterday. This is what
they said. The CEO of the market operator said this on
ABC Drive late yesterday. The question was:
Are we in trouble this summer?

The reply from the expert — the CEO of the market
operator — was:
No —

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Rowville will leave the chamber for the period of
1 hour.
Honourable member for Rowville withdrew from
chamber.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — This is the reply that came:
No, we are not in trouble this summer. We’ve done an
awful lot —
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of work —
to get ready for this summer, and we’re still working on
getting ready for this summer.

This is —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — Do they want to listen to the
answer, Speaker? The market operator made it
absolutely clear:
No, we are not in trouble this summer. We’ve done an awful
lot —

of work —
to get ready for this summer, and we’re still working on
getting ready for this summer.

The reality is that those opposite are running around
trying to be relevant and running around trying to
understand — trying to actually understand or make
people believe they understand — what there was to do
with energy. They have got no understanding of the
energy system.
The fact is this: the backup generation systems for
parliaments are always a security issue for the security
of a parliament. The Parliament needs to keep running
in the case of any emergency — whether it is a terrorist
attack — as our hospitals have backup generators and
as a lot of important institutions right across the state
and right across the country have backup generation
systems. This is a simple exercise in doing the right
thing so that there is backup generation and there is
redundancy built into a system. Those opposite are
purely scaremongering. They have got no idea, and the
member for Caulfield has got no support amongst his
backbench, because they —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Supplementary question
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — Minister, since
you have acknowledged that this is a security issue and
the Parliament is installing this diesel generator, does
the government also intend to provide stand-by diesel
generators for schools, for kindergartens, for nursing
homes, for police stations and for other vital
community facilities, or will they be left to fend for
themselves if the power goes out?
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy,
Environment and Climate Change) — This is a
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desperate member for Caulfield who is on the skids in
his own party. No-one was here to protect him
yesterday, absolutely. The reality is this: our hospitals
have backup generators because they run and they
provide essential services.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the member for
South-West Coast to stop interjecting.
Mr Southwick — On a point of order, Speaker, I ask
you to bring the minister back to answering the question.
This is very serious. We did not ask about hospitals. We
know hospitals have generators; we know that. We want
to know about kindergartens, nursing homes, police
stations — what are they going to do? Community
facilities — what are they going to do about backup if
the lights go out under your watch, Minister?
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister to continue
her answer.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — The reality is this: a number
of facilities right across our state — public housing
facilities, hospitals — all have their own backup
generation. This is a desperate attempt from a desperate
member for Caulfield, who is on the skids in his own
party. He ought to be watching. He is an absolute
embarrassment. The fact is, we listen to the experts, and
we are getting on with —
Mr Southwick — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is clearly misleading the house. Schools do not
have backup generators. What are you going to do for
police stations, for schools, for nursing homes and for
community facilities to make sure their lights do not go
out over summer, Minister? What are you going to do?
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister to continue
her answer.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — That is a pathetic effort
from a pathetic and embarrassing member for
Caulfield. The market operator has made it absolutely
clear that we have got no problems in terms of energy
security for this summer, and that is what we back. We
listen to the experts — we listen to the market
operator — not those fools opposite, who have got no
idea about how an energy system operates.

Ministers statements: roads
Mr DONNELLAN (Minister for Roads and Road
Safety) — It is a pleasure to be able to update the house
on the numerous projects that the Andrews Labor
government is undertaking in relation to roads, and gee
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there are a mighty lot. I can tell you, we have had
Duncan Elliott out recently from the North East Link
Authority. I can tell you that across that whole region
there is so much love for the north-east link — more
love there in the community than there is the Leader of
the Opposition’s love of lobsters. It is a great project.
We have hardly had a grizzle.
The Mordialloc bypass — a $300 million marvellous
exercise — is very much again welcomed by the
community, a bit like the western —
An honourable member — Especially the member
for Mordialloc.
Mr DONNELLAN — Well, I know he likes it, but
I know so does the Treasurer over there. I was talking
to some people in the western suburbs last night, and
they are just so happy about those western duplications.
But in many ways it is the smaller projects I love, like
the Warrandyte Bridge. It is a pity the member for
Warrandyte is not here again, because he never seems
to play four quarters. I can tell you I have been doing a
little bit of Facebooking, and who loves being pictured
beside our projects?
An honourable member — Who?
Mr DONNELLAN — The Liberal Party. The
member for Kew needs to update his video on the
Chandler Highway, because he is only sitting there just
saying, ‘Oh, something needs to be done’. Well, as he
might have noticed, we are doing the work.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Members will come to order.
Mr T. Smith — On a point of order, Speaker, the
only comments I have made in recent times about the
Chandler Highway are about who it should be named
after — you grub, you despicable, foul-mouthed
grub — it should be named after the former member for
Northcote. Stop making politics out of this, you grub.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Roads
and Road Safety!
Mr DONNELLAN — There was a little bit of
ranting and raving, but it would have been nice just to
say it takes a Labor government to do projects the
Liberal Party has promised for many, many, many
years. That just highlights the fact that we are not here
for our good looks; we are here to get the job done. We
are not there for the long lunches of lobster or the

Thursday, 7 September 2017

Grange. We are there to actually do the work and
deliver what the community wants.

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Hastings electorate
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) — (13 031) My
constituency question today is for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change. I ask the
minister to instruct her department to take immediate
action to repair and then regularly maintain the roads,
roadsides and bridge on French Island. I have recently
been contacted by a French Island constituent,
regarding the very bad state of the island’s roads,
roadsides and bridge. My constituent has provided a
series of photos showing roads with a large number of
deep and wide potholes, roadsides with little or no
drainage capacity and a bridge in complete disrepair.
My constituent has stated the majority of French Island
roads are in poor condition. Tankerton Road is now so
damaged it represents a hazard to motorists, coastal
scrub has encroached so far onto Coast Road that it has
been reduced to a one-way only road and Coast Road
bridge is badly in need of repair. I therefore ask the
minister to instruct her department to take immediate
action to repair and then to regularly maintain French
Island’s roads, roadsides and bridge.

Yuroke electorate
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) — (13 032) My question is
for the Minister for Families and Children, who is also
Minister for Youth Affairs. What assistance may be
available to assist Hume City Council to provide the
preschool infrastructure that will be required in 2018 to
ensure that adequate kindergarten places are available
for children in Yuroke? The Yuroke electorate is
experiencing rapid growth, with the Craigieburn
community being the third fastest growing suburb in
the country. With that growth comes a need for
appropriate infrastructure, including preschools for the
many new young families that we welcome each week.
This places a burden on the local council that is
responsible for the provision of this infrastructure, and I
am seeking information as to what options there are for
the state government to assist with funding so that local
families can access the preschool places they require.

Ovens Valley electorate
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) — (13 033) My
constituency question is for the Minister for Health.
Today’s Herald Sun has an article about Ben Ihlow,
who died from the flu, as the epidemic continues

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Thursday, 7 September 2017

ASSEMBLY

2709

throughout Victoria. This follows on from news of
eight people who sadly died from the flu in recent
weeks at Wangaratta’s St John’s Village. I seek
clarification from the minister as to what steps are being
taken to ensure that other families throughout Victoria
do not suffer similar outcomes. Obviously our
communities need better education around the times of
the flu injection, costs of the flu injection and
preventing the spread of flu, and we need to seek
clarification about what other important ways there are
to prevent the spread of this deadly flu.

some extra spaces but we are also going to provide an
upgrade to the CCTV, brighter lights and better
drainage. It is a really, really busy station that many
local residents rely upon every day to go to and from
work and school. One local resident was telling me that
there are few if any parking spaces left by 7.30 each
morning. This upgrade will go a little way to making it
quicker and easier for local residents to drive to the
station, find a parking space and catch the train.

Niddrie electorate

Mr DIXON (Nepean) — (13 037) My question is to
the Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate
Change. Minister, what are the environmental
uncertainties and potential impacts of a breakwater or
offshore dredging that you have said led you to decide
to build a rock wall on Portsea beach? The rock wall on
Portsea beach reflects environmental vandalism at its
worst, let alone the negative effects on the local
economy and damage to the national park. The minister
said there were environmental impacts during a small
dredge off Portsea beach, yet Labor had no hesitation in
spending hundreds of millions of dollars to do a
25-million-cubic-metre dredge off Portsea beach in
2007, which probably caused the damage to Portsea
beach in the first place. This is totally inconsistent
policy and illogical reasoning.

Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) — (13 034) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Education. I
ask: can the minister provide a general time line on
when students at the wonderful Aberfeldie Primary
School — the school attended by former Premier Joan
Kirner — will get the much-needed upgrade they so
richly deserve? I have visited the school with the
minister on previous occasions. In June this year I
visited Aberfeldie Primary School to meet with the
assistant principal, Heather Golder, and had a good
look at the plans for the huge $1 million upgrade being
delivered by the Andrews Labor government. I am very
excited to see that students will one day be able to enjoy
the modern workspaces they so richly deserve at
Aberfeldie primary, and I ask if the minister can
provide, through the Victorian School Building
Authority, a time line on when works will begin that I
can pass on to the school community.

Evelyn electorate
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — (13 035) My question is
for the Minister for Education. Parents of Manchester
Primary School have concerns regarding the school’s
asbestos removal funding. I have asked about it in this
place, and I wrote to the minister on 28 June to confirm
the promised funding. I thank him for his response, but
his reply does not make clear if part 6 of the asbestos
removal audit will be paid. Can the minister confirm
that the full amount of funding will be given to
Manchester Primary School to make the school
asbestos-free?

Narre Warren South electorate
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — (13 036)
My question is to the Minister for Public Transport and
concerns Berwick railway station. I ask: when will the
40 extra parking spaces be opened at Berwick railway
station? This is a station that has had its parking
capacity expanded again and again by previous Labor
governments. This time we are not only going to get

Nepean electorate

Macedon electorate
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — (13 038) My question
is to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety. Recently,
VicRoads asked constituents in my region to share their
priorities, ideas, concerns, local knowledge and
experiences on our local roads. Can he advise me of the
anticipated outcomes of the country roads community
engagement, and when the identified priorities for our
local roads in Loddon, Campaspe and the Central
Highlands will be made public?

Bass electorate
Mr PAYNTER (Bass) — (13 039) My question is
for the Minister for Public Transport. Minister, last
week we saw the disturbing images of the sky rail
cranes and pylons through Murrumbeena, devaluing
homes, invading the sanctity of people’s backyards and
creating noise pollution and havens for graffiti and
misbehaviour. This minister and this government have
deceived Victorians about the level crossing removal
project and have not engaged in proper consultation
with those most impacted. Will the minister rule out
sky rail as an option to remove the three railway
crossings in the heart of the Pakenham township?
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Yan Yean electorate
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — (13 040) My question is
to the Minister for Sport, and I ask: what advice can he
give to Nillumbik Shire Council to improve the quality
and prioritisation of its grant applications, including
scoping, justification and demonstration of need? I was
disappointed that two recent applications, including one
for female-friendly facilities at Marngrook Oval and
one for cricket nets at Plenty Valley Cricket Club in
Yarrambat, were both unsuccessful despite the obvious
need. It seems like it has not been adequately scoped. I
was also disappointed that Yarrambat Basketball Club,
despite being the largest basketball club in the Diamond
Valley Basketball Association, does not appear in the
applications at all.

DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES AMENDMENT (REAL-TIME
PRESCRIPTION MONITORING) BILL 2017
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — Before we left
for question time I was just paying tribute to the
Millington family, who were in the gallery and may be
in this Parliament elsewhere at the moment. I was
reflecting on the loss of their son, Simon, to a
prescription drug overdose. Sadly Simon is not alone.
Last year prescription medicine overdoses resulted in
the loss of 372 Victorian lives. To put that into
perspective, that is higher than the number of lives lost
as a result of illicit drug overdoses and it is certainly
higher than the road toll.
We know that behind these deaths are often stories of
tragedy — an accident or illness that causes chronic
pain. This is often then followed by prescription
shopping, otherwise known as doctor and pharmacy
shopping. This is where a person seeks to obtain
prescription medicines from a number of different
prescribers and pharmacies without advising each of
them about the supply they have received from others.
This can be done to fuel somebody’s personal use, but
it can also be done by those who then hope to sell
prescribed medicine on the illicit drug market.
The drugs for which people tend to shop around run a
particularly high risk of overdose and death —
medicines like opioid analgesics or tranquillisers, for
example. Because people often start using these drugs
to address legitimate health concerns, they may not
often fit the profile of addiction that many in our
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community typically imagine. When we contemplate
these situations, when we contemplate the loss of life
that results from these practices, many wonder how the
warning signs are not being detected — how the misuse
of the drugs, how the signs of addiction, have been
missed — because the reality is in most cases, if misuse
or addiction are detected early, lives can be saved.
This is what the bill before us today is all about — the
implementation of a real-time prescription monitoring
system that will allow pharmacists and prescribers to
review the dispensing records for high-risk medicines,
medicines we know pose a particular risk of addiction
and misuse. For those who may not be clear on what
this system is, it is essentially computer software that
allows records of the supply of certain high-risk drugs
to be transmitted in real time to a centralised database,
which can then be accessed by doctors and pharmacists
during a consultation. It will enable prescribers and
pharmacists to make safer clinical decisions at either
the point of consultation or dispensing.
Many stakeholders have been calling for real-time
prescription monitoring for quite some time. These
include the Australian Medical Association, the
Pharmacy Guild of Australia, the Royal Australian
College of General Practitioners and the
Pharmaceutical Society of Australia. In light of this it is
perhaps unsurprising that the introduction of this
legislation has so far been welcomed by medical and
pharmacy organisations and of course by consumers. I
should also add that since 2012 there have been over
30 separate findings in which the coroner has made or
supported a recommendation for a real-time
prescription monitoring system.
To get to the details of the bill, this bill will make
amendments to the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled
Substances Act 1981. The changes within the
legislation before us will enable the Secretary of the
Department of Health and Human Services to establish
a database that contains records of the supply of certain
high-risk medicines, require records to be provided for
use within the database and enable prescribers and
pharmacists to access the records for a patient in their
medical care. The changes will also require prescribers
and pharmacists to check the database before writing or
dispensing a prescription. This is consistent with
international trends, particularly those in the US. They
will also reduce the regulatory burden on prescribers by
removing some regulatory requirements.
As it currently stands, the majority of doctors must seek
permits to prescribe schedule 8 medicines for longer
than 8 weeks. These are medicines that are high-risk,
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medicines that are potentially addictive, medicines
including strong pain killers. The ones we tend to think
of are morphine and oxycodone. These are the kinds of
drugs that require additional controls. Doctors must also
notify the department in certain high-risk
circumstances. As you might imagine, this leads to a
very high volume of permits and notifications — about
50 000 a year. As a consequence of this bill before us,
these requirements will be streamlined so that about a
third of that figure, over 16 000, will no longer be
required because the information will be available
through the real-time prescription monitoring system.
To be more specific about these streamlining measures,
the amending bill will broaden the secretary’s existing
legislative powers to specify circumstances where a
schedule 8 permit is not required. It is intended that the
new exceptions from the requirement to obtain a permit
for low-risk circumstances will be introduced through
this provision. It will also remove a number of
circumstances involving the treatment with schedule 8
poisons or drugs of dependence where medical
practitioners and nurse practitioners are currently
required to make a notification to the secretary, and it
will increase the scope of the general schedule 8 permit
exceptions currently in place for hospital inpatient
treatment to also include treatment in emergency
departments, day surgery units and for up to seven days
after hospital discharge.
We recognise that this marks a significant change in the
way things are done, and we know it may take some
time to progressively implement such significant
changes. When it is fully deployed, the system will
connect over 1900 medical clinics, 1300 pharmacies
and 200 hospitals right across Victoria. Medical staff
will need to complete training, and this will alter their
workflow. This again will take some time, and we
acknowledge that, so to accommodate this the
mandatory use requirement and associated penalties for
non-use will be suspended by regulation for the
system’s first 18 months.
The concept of real-time prescription monitoring is one
that is of great interest across Australia. I believe
Tasmania is currently the only jurisdiction in Australia
to have implemented a real-time prescription
monitoring system. Western Australia is on the path to
implementation but is using commonwealth software,
which I will touch on shortly. New South Wales has
sought to adopt new software for the issuing of licences
and permits but at this stage has no plans to provide
real-time access to dispensing events for clinicians at
the point of care. The ACT has adopted the Tasmanian
system for its internal database, and I believe it is
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considering providing clinicians access, but this has not
yet eventuated. Queensland is doing something slightly
different again, but I understand that a business case for
real-time prescription monitoring is being developed as
we speak.
This brings me to developments at the commonwealth
level, and while the commonwealth has taken some
initial steps forward on this issue, we have a difference
of opinion in relation to the technology being proposed.
The commonwealth’s proposed software is based on a
solution that was developed in 2012. We examined this,
and after extensive investigation we determined it was
not fit for purpose and would require significant
development before it could be made fit for purpose in
our context.
Instead Victoria is developing an alternative software
platform so that the system can be implemented in
2018. Our solution is based on more contemporary
technology that will better support future needs, such as
increases in the volume of data which we know will
eventuate. The commonwealth and other jurisdictions
are aware of and fully understand our decision on this,
and no doubt they are watching our implementation
with very keen interest to see if it might suit a national
rollout in the future. At the very least we have worked
to ensure our system will be interoperable with
whatever systems other jurisdictions eventually
implement. It is clearly very important that we continue
to work with the commonwealth and our state
colleagues towards a national arrangement to share data
across jurisdictional borders, as this is clearly vital to
reducing the rise of cross-border prescription shopping.
Finally, in the short amount of time I have left I want to
outline our government’s investment in making this
important reform work. We have invested $29.5 million
over four years as well as $2.8 million in ongoing
annual funding to implement this system. This includes
a significant workforce training package, a
comprehensive public education campaign and support
for drug and alcohol treatment services, and we know
that these measures, beyond the technology itself, will
be crucial to the success of the new system.
In relation to the workforce training packages, training
programs will ensure that clinicians can use the system
effectively as well as enabling clinicians to be more
confident and skilled in safely managing patients with
addiction problems. There will also be the development
of a network of general practitioners specialising in
addiction medicine, and this will be co-designed with
primary care providers. Further, there will be additional
counselling, treatment and referral services for patients
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with prescription medicine addiction. This is a
wonderful bill, and I commend it to the house.
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — The abuse of
prescription drugs is of course not a new problem.
Indeed it was one of the very first issues that I had to
confront as a new member of Parliament, and I am sure
it had been going on for decades, if not centuries,
before that. Too many people think that if a drug is
prescribed, it is safe, and of course it is, if taken in an
appropriate manner and in the way it is intended. If it is
taken inappropriately, it is dangerous.
The Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee conducted
an inquiry into this subject back in 2007, and I want to
quote in particular the evidence of one witness:
I went and had a haircut last Friday and there were not too
many people in my hairdresser’s, so I mentioned that I was
coming here today. They said, ‘Drugs and crime. What’s all
that about?’. So I just let it slip and we had a discussion. They
said, ‘Yes, but that’s not you’. I said, ‘Yes. I’m a recovering
drug addict’. ‘Really?’. I said, ‘Yes’. ‘Yes, but not you’. I
said, ‘Yes’. They said, ‘But what did you take?’. I said,
‘Narcotics: codeine, pethidine, benzodiazepine, valium’.
‘Yes, but that’s not really drugs’. I said, ‘Yes, it is’. They said,
‘But that’s not really — you wouldn’t call that a drug addict’.
I said, ‘Well, what do you mean by a drug addict’. Again, it
came straight back to somebody with a needle hanging out of
their arm, somebody who is addicted to cocaine, marijuana,
somebody who is a street person, somebody who is dirty and
unclean; that is a drug addict. Drug addicts do not look like
me or you.

The minister in her second-reading speech referred to
the death of Simon Millington, who crashed his car on
a country road in 1994 and sadly lost his life to
addiction in 2010. The Member for Lowan last night
of course read into the record a letter from his parents
and family and, in doing that, confirmed to me that a
young man referred to anonymously in the 2007 report
was indeed Simon.
I remember very, very clearly the testimony of the
Millingtons, and it did contribute significantly to the
inquiry findings. Standing orders prevent me from
addressing the gallery directly here, but if I could address
the gallery directly, I would thank them for their
testimony then and their commitment over so many
years. I am sure the bill is no consolation for the loss of
Simon, but it does them great credit and I really want to
recognise the enormous commitment and sacrifice that
they have made. Unfortunately this bill has come too late
for Simon, but his story I think does demonstrate very
clearly what a scourge prescription drugs can be. The
consequences of abusing licit drugs are just as damaging
to the individual and damaging to the community as the
consequences of abusing illicit drugs.
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Why do people become drug dependent? Whatever
the drug is — whether it is alcohol, cannabis, heroin,
street drugs or, as we are talking about today,
prescription drugs — the reasons are often rather
similar. Frequently of course the motivation is
self-medication. People try to manage their pain on
their own. Perhaps it is the physical pain of an
imperfectly treated condition, emotional pain or the
legacy of past trauma. Sadly and too frequently
self-medication is used to endure personal
circumstances that would otherwise be intolerable.
Sometimes prescription drugs are used to assist
withdrawal from other drugs or to deal with the
consequences of the use of other drugs. Sometimes they
are used to enhance performance in social or work
situations. Sometimes the decision to choose
prescription drugs is simply because the drug of choice
is not easily available. Certainly when we were doing
this inquiry a decade ago a shortage of street heroin
meant that there was an increase in the diversion of
benzodiazepines and prescribed opioids. Prescription
drugs are also occasionally used by sexual predators
and often as street currency.
You might argue that in the case of the individual the
use of prescription drugs is not particularly harmful,
and there undoubtedly remains a veneer of
respectability attached to this particular form of
substance abuse. But the house should be in absolutely
no doubt there are consequences for the individual and
there are consequences for society. None of them are
good. The first consequence is dependence and all the
problems that go with that — ongoing addiction, the
incapacity to function without the drug, the inability to
manage your life without a chemical boost.
Benzodiazepines have a particularly physical impact,
initially loss of concentration and memory problems.
That in turn can lead to chaotic behaviour, total loss of
memory, damage to the central nervous system,
depression and even significantly impaired driving, and
there are incredible stats around that. There is also of
course an increased incidence of overdose.
But the risks are not only physical; there are criminal
risks as well. In 2007 the National Drug Law
Enforcement Research Fund undertook a study. They
talked about an entrenched culture in Melbourne
particularly and had findings that suggested drugs were
diverted to the black market and could be sold for
considerable profit. They noted that prescription drugs
are relatively easy to obtain on the street and that there
seemed to be a diffuse network of users, friends, dealers
and suppliers. Of course the consequent criminal
behaviour from dependence on and use of prescription
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drugs includes shoplifting, property crime, drug
dealing, violence and, as I mentioned, intoxicated
driving. They concluded by saying:
In addition, disinhibited, aggressive and bizarre behaviour,
and feelings of invincibility, were attributed to the drugs, in
particular benzodiazepines.

So these are nasty substances, and they have enormous
consequences for any individual who is caught in the
tentacles of addiction, and they have consequences for
our society as a whole.
Unfortunately the 10-minute time limit on the
second-reading debate does not allow me to reflect on
the circumstances of other jurisdictions, but as the
house is aware, there is no experience of a similar
proposal in this country. There is, however,
considerable experience elsewhere, particularly in
Canada and the United States. Indeed the minister’s
tabled speech referred to ‘international best practice, as
demonstrated particularly in the United States’.
More than 10 years ago, with Andrew McIntosh and
Hugh Delahunty, and Sandy Cook, the executive officer,
I saw firsthand in the United States prescription
monitoring at work. We had the opportunity to discuss
the practicalities of the system, both from a national
perspective in Washington, DC, and in Kentucky and in
California — three very different processes. Yes, they
have strong controls in place, and yes, absolutely the
schemes they have in place have significantly improved
circumstances since they were introduced, but I do also
want to sound a note of caution, because the approach to
drug abuse, both licit and illicit, in the United States is of
course very different to the approach we take in Victoria.
It is not unusual in Victoria to hear commentary in the
media about a punitive approach being taken to drug use,
and the ‘war on drugs’ is often cited, but frankly, that is
nonsense. In Victoria we see drug addiction for what it
truly is, and that is a health problem. In the United States
they do not see it as a health problem; they see drug
addiction as a crime, and it is punished accordingly. It is
a very, very different approach, so I think we need to be
very cautious about following any drug policy direction
from the United States too closely.
The bill before us essentially establishes a database to
facilitate real-time prescription monitoring. New
division 9, inserted into part II of the principal act, will
establish the database. Prescribers and pharmacies will
be required to review a patient’s dispensing history
before writing or filling a prescription. The bill also
includes a range of matters, including penalties for the
misuse of the database and other issues.
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I believe the changes proposed by this bill will have a
positive impact. Mechanisms similar to the one proposed
have proved effective, and indeed they proved effective a
very long time ago. In December 2007 the committee
report that I have referred to throughout my contribution
today was presented to the Parliament. It contained
30 recommendations. Recommendation 16 reads:
Develop in consultation with the Pharmacy Board of Victoria,
Royal Australian College of General Practitioners, Health
Commissioner of Victoria and other relevant health and
medical stakeholders an electronic ‘real time’ prescription
recording service that would be available to medical
practitioners and pharmacists in Victoria.

It is not clear to me from the second-reading speech
whether the pharmacy board, the college of general
practitioners or the other agencies that have been
mentioned have been consulted, but whether they have
been or not, let me say that I am delighted, almost a
decade on, that at least one of our 30 recommendations
has finally made it into the Parliament and looks like it
will be implemented. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Mental Health) — I rise
to join this important debate on the Drugs, Poisons and
Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, and I do so as a late
addition in part to set the record straight on some very
different comments to those just made by the
honourable member for Mornington. I just reflect on
the honourable member for Mornington’s
contribution — based on evidence, based on a long
history of clear personal commitment that was not ‘one
side or the other’ on this issue and based on
contributions he has made over a long period of time. I
commend the honourable member for Mornington for
his considered contribution and indeed the honourable
members opposite for their contributions in supporting
this important bill.
Like many others I too would note the long, sustained
efforts of many in making sure that this bill comes to
fruition in a real, genuine way with national leadership.
Like the member for Mornington I would also note the
sustained efforts of the Millington family for their very
important, enduring and, I am sure, very tough to
deliver contribution to this important outcome. I should
add to the honourable member for Mornington’s
contribution that I personally have spoken with the
Pharmacy Guild of Australia as the minister
responsible. Whilst this bill is rightly led by the
honourable Minister for Health, as the Minister for
Mental Health alcohol and drug policy in terms of the
organisation of government falls in my portfolios, so I
work closely with the Minister for Health and indeed
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with the pharmacy guild in terms of how they have
gone about this on behalf of their members and then,
through them, the pharmacy board in dealing with some
of these important issues that the honourable member
for Mornington has touched on.
But I did want to set the record straight in terms of the
contribution the opposition spokesperson on this matter
led off with. I note that the opposition are supporting
the bill, and I welcome that. But I did hear the
honourable shadow minister allege that this government
had defunded three residential rehabilitation facilities
upon coming to office. This is simply not true; it is an
incorrect assertion on her part. The opposite is in fact
true. This government has now funded a 68 per cent
increase in the total number of residential rehabilitation
beds available throughout the state. We have increased
our overall funding to all alcohol and drug services,
including residential rehabilitation, by 33 per cent. The
Ice Action Plan is a $180 million package that is being
funded over three successive budgets. This government
has had to restore the integrity of an alcohol and other
drug system that frankly was fraying at the edges as a
result of the recommissioning process that my
predecessor in this portfolio instigated.
In relation to what I understand to be the honourable
member’s specific claims about three residential
rehabilitation facilities in particular, let me state that it
was not actually this government that endangered those
particular services. Rather it was this government that
saved those services from shutting down in the face of
that botched recommissioning process. I have sought
initial advice from my department, and they have
advised me that at the end of 2014 three homelessness
services, which also provide short-term residential
rehabilitation services for particularly vulnerable
people, had their funding cut through the cookie-cutter
model that the recommissioning process put in place.
It is clear that this is an issue that we addressed when
we came to office. We were not going to sit by and let
those life-saving services be readily cut. It was an early
decision of this government to ensure that funding for
those services would continue despite — I do not say
this was deliberate — the consequences of the
recommissioning process, which had not been thought
out by my predecessor.
I appreciate the shadow minister is relatively new to her
portfolio, and indeed to this place, but unfortunately she
is wrong in this matter. So I take the opportunity to
encourage the shadow minister to correct this mistake,
and I offer her a briefing on the impact of that botched
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recommissioning and in particular the now secure three
services that I assume she was referring to.
Like all other honourable members, I commend this
bill. I think it is a national leadership position. I agree
with the honourable member for Mornington that the
only issue of concern associated with this bill is that,
like many other life-saving measures, it has taken so
long to get here. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — I rise to speak on behalf
of the Greens to the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled
Substances Amendment (Real-time Prescription
Monitoring) Bill 2017. The Greens will be supporting
this bill which, as described in the bill, enables a
database to be established for purposes of recording
data relating to the supply of monitored poisons. In this
bill monitored poisons are referred to as schedule 8
poisons. That schedule covers opioids such as
pethidine, morphine and oxycodone and, in addition to
that, some other high-risk medications are also
included. We certainly support this bill and the
provision of that real-time monitoring database.
When we talk about issues associated with drug use,
drug abuse and drug overdoses, we often talk about ice
and heroin and other illegal substances but the reality is
far different. We know that a significant percentage of
overdoses actually come from prescription drugs. I
think the Coroners Court, in the evidence they provided
to the inquiry into drug law reform, really told the story.
In their analysis the illegal drugs made up less than
20 per cent of overdose deaths, and pharmaceutical
drugs actually were double that — on their own, I
would add. But when pharmaceutical drugs were
combined with other drugs they actually played a role
in 80 per cent of overdose deaths.
This really does tell a different story. The advice in the
coroner’s submission was that, and I think this is
something we should certainly always heed:
To date in Australia there has been a widespread tendency
when examining drug-related harm, to focus only on a
particular drug or group of drugs that are perceived to be ‘the
issue’ at a given point in time … the evidence supports a
conclusion that drug misuse needs to be approached in a
holistic manner, rather than one drug at a time.

I think that is good advice which we could all heed. That
coroner’s report also noted that the coroner has 21 times
recommended a real-time prescription monitoring
system. I will read into Hansard an example of one of
those recommendations from a coroner:
The Victorian Department of Health implement a real-time
prescription monitoring program within 12 months, in order

DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES AMENDMENT (REAL-TIME PRESCRIPTION MONITORING)
BILL 2017
Thursday, 7 September 2017

ASSEMBLY

to reduce deaths and harm associated with prescription
shopping. The program should include the following
functionality: (a) a primary focus on public health rather than
law enforcement; (b) recording of all prescription medications
that are prescribed and dispensed throughout Victoria without
exception; (c) provision of real-time prescribing information
via the internet to all prescribers and dispensers throughout
Victoria without exception; (d) a focus on supporting rather
than usurping prescribers’ and dispensers’ clinical decisions;
and (e) facilitating the ability of the Victorian Department of
Health to monitor prescribing and dispensing to identify
behaviours of concern.

Certainly this has been recommended by the coroner
and by many others for a long period of time, so it is
welcome that it is going to come into effect should this
bill pass. There are far too many people in this state
who are struggling with addiction, whether it is illicit
drugs or large quantities of prescription drugs, just to
get through their day, and there are far too many people
dying from an overdose.
I think it has been mentioned by previous speakers that
the primary law and order or crime-based response
simply does not work, and we have had expert after
expert calling for a more health-focused drugs policy.
From time to time we do see that put in place and this is
an example of that, but there are other times when it
goes in the other direction. So it is great to see this bill
putting something in place that will work. Real-time
prescription monitoring is sensible, it is pragmatic and
it will work.
It does not debate whether a person is good or bad or
bring any moral questions into it. It will save lives, and
it will allow doctors and pharmacists to make those
sorts of informed choices about when they prescribe
and dispense drugs. It will help to identify people who
are struggling and hopefully offer them the support they
need. Certainly we believe the support that will need to
be provided to people is absolutely key, because the
legislation will see some people suddenly having their
access to medications that they have been using and
potentially abusing cut off or significantly reduced. We
know that they will not just go home and live happily
ever after. They will need support, whether it is from
counsellors, from rehabilitation services or from social
workers. That really is important.
I also note a coroner’s recommendation or finding of a
significant link between mental health issues and
substance abuse. The support will absolutely be key,
and we know that there is a lot of hard work done by
frontline alcohol and other drug workers. Ending
addiction for people is a hard slog, it is a tough road,
and those alcohol and other drug workers really do play
a key role. There is still too long a wait for many people
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who are seeking treatment or rehabilitation for drug
addiction, and we need to support those people.
Real-time prescription monitoring is obviously one part
of the health-based approach to dealing with drug use.
We also have the issues around illicit drugs in terms of
the need for a safe injecting room in North Richmond,
where you have far too many people in this one area of
our state dying from overdoses. You have got the
community, you have got local residents, you have got
everyone in that community onside and calling for this
safe injecting facility, and we certainly think that it is
now time for the government to act.
Another thing that the Greens have been calling for is a
pill testing and reporting regime, whether that is the
police testing — and they do test the drugs they seize —
and releasing that information out into the community
where it will inform people about their choices; whether
it is setting up an independent testing facility where
people can take their drugs to be tested and information
is made available on significantly dangerous drugs; or
whether it is having pill testing at festivals.
We know there have been deaths in the Prahran
community recently, and we think that a pill testing and
reporting regime would have helped to prevent those
deaths and will help to prevent deaths into the future. I
will certainly be urging the government to take those
steps. That said, we support the bill and the real-time
prescription monitoring because this is about those
individuals, those sons, those daughters, those mothers,
those fathers who have shone really bright in the lives
of their families and friends but have had their lives cut
short. That leaves a big hole in the lives of their family
and friends. This bill and other measures are about
them, and I certainly commend this bill to the house.
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) — I am pleased to have the
opportunity to contribute to the debate on the Drugs,
Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment
(Real-time Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017. This is a
bill that will save lives, and what could be more
important than that?
Late last year I had the opportunity to meet a very special
couple. Unfortunately this meeting took place at the
funeral of my wife’s grandfather, Bill Stanhope. Bill was
a very special man. He was a man with a huge heart,
great intellect and a fantastic outlook on life. He was a
Labor man, and he cared more for others than for
himself. Bill was a poultry farmer. He dedicated his life
to the poultry industry, spent years working in the
department of agriculture and crossbred chickens in the
hope of creating a chicken that ate less but still produced
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the same amount of eggs. Bill was admired by many,
those he worked with and those who sought advice from
him, but above all he was admired by his family.
Bill knew this very special couple from the poultry
industry, and after reflections about their time with Bill
they asked about my work as a local MP and member
of the Andrews Labor government. We then got to
speaking about their story. They told me they had met
with the current Minister for Health, and in their words
were ‘incredibly happy to see her passion, dedication
and understanding of the need to see real-time
prescription monitoring implemented in Victoria’. They
asked that I follow this up and do my research, and I
promised to do exactly that.
What I did not know at that time was that I had met
John and Margaret Millington, who are in the gallery
today. John and Marg have been tireless advocates for
real-time prescription monitoring ever since the death
of their son, Simon. Can I express this afternoon my
deepest condolences to both of them on the loss of
Simon. I cannot imagine how tough that must be and
how tough it must be for them to be here today.
In 1994 Simon was an 18-year-old auto-electrician
when he crashed his car on a country road and suffered
a devastating injury. After weeks in hospital and
numerous operations he became addicted to his pain
medication and other drugs. Marg has described the
next 16 years of Simon’s life as a roller-coaster,
involving numerous attempts at drug rehabilitation and
chaos for the family as they tried to rescue him.
But the family was determined to save him. Simon
became a father and desperately wanted to stay well for
his daughter, Maddie. But sadly addiction crept back
into their lives and he started prescription shopping
again. The family lost their battle to save Simon in
2010: he died of an accidental overdose.
What was clear to me in our conversation was the
strength, the resolve and the determination of both
John and Margaret, not just for their son but for all of
the people that are affected by these tragedies. Marg
said, ‘His life mattered, and that is why I do what I do
for others in similar circumstances’. I think earlier
today John mentioned that he had been pushing for
this since 2007.
This bill will save lives. Sadly it cannot bring Simon
back, and it cannot bring back the hundreds of Victorians
we lose each year. In 2016 prescription medicine
overdoses resulted in the loss of 372 Victorian lives. That
is more lives than those lost through illicit drugs, at 257,
and even higher than the road toll, at 291 — all deaths of
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course being devastating. Prescription drugs are issued
by medical professionals to save lives, not take them.
Prescription drugs, however, can be powerful and all
too often we see people doing it tough and those who
fall into addiction.
This bill will do a number of things. It will enable the
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human
Services to establish a database that contains records of
the supply of certain high-risk medicines; require
records to be provided for use within the database;
enable prescribers and pharmacists to access the records
for a patient in their medical care; require prescribers
and pharmacists to review a patient’s dispensing history
before writing or dispensing a prescription; and reduce
the regulatory burden on prescribers by removing some
of the regulatory requirements.
Having access to a real-time database, having that
information at hand right across the state, will enable
our healthcare and medical professionals to ascertain
and assess those who are prescription shopping in, of
course, the hope of preventing it. By implementing
real-time prescription monitoring, this bill will enable
prescribers and pharmacists to review dispensing
records for high-risk medicines and help them make
better informed, safer clinical decisions at critical
moments. On more than 30 occasions, Victorian
coroners have also recommended real-time prescription
monitoring to prevent the unintentional prescription
drug overdose deaths of people whose drug use was
uncoordinated or who were obtaining dangerous
prescription drugs from unwitting multiple prescribers
and pharmacies.
When we consulted with the peak bodies there was
incredibly strong support from bodies including the
Australian Medical Association, the Pharmacy Guild of
Australia, the Royal Australian College of General
Practitioners and the Pharmaceutical Society of
Australia — all are incredibly supportive and very
much welcome the implementation of this system. The
bill will see the system made available to over 1900
medical clinics, 1300 pharmacies and 200 hospitals
right across the state. The legislation will be proclaimed
in line with the introduction of real-time prescription
monitoring in mid to late 2018. If not proclaimed
earlier, the act will come into effect on 1 August 2018.
In assessing where we are in this state, it is important to
reflect on where other jurisdictions across the nation
are. I see that Tasmania is currently the only
jurisdiction in Australia to have implemented real-time
prescription monitoring and has provided access to the
system for clinicians incrementally since 2011. In
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Western Australia we see that the Western Australian
government has announced $1 million in funding to
implement real-time prescription monitoring in 2018
based on the commonwealth software. New South
Wales has adopted a version of the commonwealth
software to replace its internal database for issuing
licences and permits for the use of scheduled medicines
and poisons. The Australian Capital Territory has
adopted the Tasmanian system for its internal database
and is now considering providing clinicians access to
that system.
If you were to take the stories that I have reflected on in
my contribution, it can be seen that it is fundamentally
important that a national approach is implemented. I
will certainly support any such moves to do so. This is a
bill, as I said at the opening of my contribution, that we
know will save lives. I think in this chamber and in the
other place there is nothing more important than for
members of Parliament and governments as such to be
able to bring in bills that we know protect those doing it
tough, those who are the most vulnerable, those who
need support. That is what good governments do.
I would like to take this opportunity to commend the
Minister for Health and the Minister for Mental Health,
their staff, their departments and the tireless work that is
being done in bringing this bill to the house. In doing so I
think of Simon Millington, I think of his lovely parents,
Marg and John, and I think of Maddie. I think of the
hundreds of lives that are lost each year and the
thousands more that are touched by the loss of those
lives. I have a very strong feeling that this legislation will
save hundreds of lives, but if it saves just one life, that is
something that we should all be incredibly proud of.
I look forward to seeing this legislation implemented in
Victoria, and I very strongly support the work that has
been done by the department, by the Minister for
Health and by the Minister for Mental Health in never
stopping their efforts to find systems that support
communities and support those that are most in need of
that support. As I said, I think this legislation will make
a significant difference, and that is what being in this
job is all about.
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) — I rise to
speak on this bill, which will establish a database that
contains the records of the supply of high-risk
medications that will allow prescribers and pharmacists
to access records and require them to review the
patient’s dispensing history before writing or
dispensing a prescription for certain addictive drugs. I
note that the coalition will be supporting this bill.
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Addiction to prescription drugs is somewhat
misunderstood in the community. Whilst most people are
quick to condemn the use of illicit drugs, the reality is
that prescription drugs are causing more deaths by
overdose. That receives very little coverage; it is almost a
hidden crisis. The figures are staggering. In 2016,
372 people overdosed on prescription drugs compared to
257 people who were lost to illicit drug use overdoses.
I have noticed a significant change in the way pain has
been managed over the last 30 years that I have worked
in the health system. Doctors need a system like this —
real-time prescribing — so that they can see what
prescriptions have been written and dispensed and
understand historically and holistically a patient’s pain
management treatment and address potential addiction
issues. Without this system, that has been almost
impossible for them to do. A doctor was not
empowered to refuse a patient because the patient
would simply go elsewhere for the drug. The current
system does not support a doctor in being the caring
physician that he or she trained to be and desires to be.
It supports a business approach which encourages
clients to doctor shop. I have worked with many, many
doctors, and in my experience I can honestly say that
doctors become doctors because they want to help
people. They were not money driven, but this current
system has failed them.
I am also pleased to note that there is a bipartisan view
on this issue. It was, I note with pride, the former
Napthine-Baillieu governments that took the lead in this
area. In 2013 the Victorian government-led National
Pharmaceutical Drug Misuse Framework for Action
was released. It identified the lack of real-time
information as making it difficult for prescribers and
pharmacists to make properly informed decisions
regarding patient medications. Ahead of the 2014
election the coalition government made a commitment
to deliver a real-time prescription monitoring program
for certain addictive drugs. It was not an election
commitment made by the now Labor government, but
following the election the Premier was non-committal
about the issue, saying the Minister for Health was
seeking advice and believed that the issue required a
nationally coordinated approach before deciding to go
at it alone in April last year.
If we are to get serious about this problem, the states
cannot go at it alone. We need a national solution that
prevents people from doctor shopping across
jurisdictions. This is particularly important for my
electorate, which has a shared boundary with South
Australia. It is not difficult for people to make a quick
trip to Mount Gambier to get the prescription they are
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after. That is why I am pleased to see that the federal
government has committed to rolling out a national
prescription monitoring program. It is absolutely what
is needed. As such it will be absolutely vital that the
Victorian scheme is interoperable with the national
scheme to ensure patients are not able to doctor shop
across jurisdictions. This really must be a bipartisan,
national system for it to work properly.
I note that in his comments on this issue the federal
health minister Greg Hunt noted that while this is an
important step to tackling this growing concern, it is not
the only response that is required. With all addictions
there needs to be a focus on education and training to
continually improve our approach to treating addiction.
We need to be supporting doctors to be able to
intervene early and give them the resources to be able
to stop the problem escalating. Preventing doctor
shopping by implementing real-time prescription
monitoring does just that. It empowers the doctor to
offer support and help their client.
As they say, prevention is better than the cure — better
for the patient, better for the taxpayer and better for the
health system. But of course we cannot stop there. We
need to ensure there are appropriate resources in our
police force and legal system to be dealing with
drug-related crime. There is a balance to be struck
between support and accountability. Drugs often lead to
criminal activity, and drug addiction is an illness.
Health and law and order can work together to assist
each other.
Addiction is a major issue in my electorate, one that was
highlighted during the time I was seeking election into
this place. It is an area I have specifically worked in for
many years. When working in community health I
worked with many clients who had families begging for
assistance from people working in the field I was in. It
included people like John and Margaret Millington, who
are here today. I clearly remember one client’s mother
begging for more to be done to help her son. She talked
about health professionals protecting the clients or
patients’ rights, but asked, ‘What about my rights to save
my son?’. Unfortunately he is also dead today.
Our area is exceptional in South West Healthcare. We
are incredibly lucky to have a range of specialist
services based locally, including detox facilities,
outpatient services, wellness programs, counselling,
early intervention services and pharmacotherapy and
strong associations between mental health services and
education providers. I believe we in South-West Coast
are on the cusp of perfecting the best services this state
has seen. It is probably unique that in one region you

Thursday, 7 September 2017

have so many committed and expert services with
specialist clinicians like we have. We are incredibly
lucky to have the likes of Geoff Soma, who heads up
the Western Region Alcohol and Drug Centre (WRAD)
and has more than 20 years experience in Warrnambool
alone and many years prior to that. There is also
Dr Rodger Brough, a leading expert in withdrawal.
They are both passionate advocates for increasing
training for GPs to be able to intervene effectively and
early in the addiction cycle. I have known Rodger for
many years, and we have had long and frank
discussions, many times about real-time prescribing.
It is always good people that make something work
well, and these people are complemented by others in
the community. We recently had Karyn Cook
appointed to South West Healthcare as the director of
mental health. Karyn also brings more than 20 years
experience of working in mental health, drug, alcohol
and gambling treatments. Her experience in this area is
vital because there is a strong association between
addiction and mental health. And she is already forging
strong links with Geoff and Rodger. I am sure this
renewed focus on the integration will further strengthen
the wraparound approach to additional services that we
have in South-West Coast and build on the excellent
work that has already been done locally.
Whilst we have a fantastic service in general, there are
gaps. The withdrawal unit based in Warrnambool is a
facility that has to close down on weekends and school
holidays. From my experience in nursing and in
Aboriginal community health, I can assure you that
withdrawal cannot be treated between 9 and 5, and it
does not take weekends and holidays. The other major
gap is no residential rehabilitation, a gap that my
community has identified as needing to be filled. It is
now coming together to make sure this area is addressed.
In 2015–16 only two of 421 admissions to Odyssey
House Victoria came from my area, and there were no
admissions to Windana from the Great South Coast
region. As we know, people are less likely to seek
treatment away from home, so the WRAD Lookout
project will not only put residential beds online but will
also increase the uptake of rehabilitation services closer
to home, saving the taxpayer thousands of dollars,
because a stay in rehab is cheaper than a stay in prison
or hospital.
My local community has said, ‘This is our problem,
and it’s up to us to find a solution’. A power of work
has been done, and the community fundraising
campaign is well underway. A facility has been found,
and WRAD is now looking for government support to
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help make this centre a reality. I have spoken to the
Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing about this
directly. A residential rehab centre would truly
complement the other services on offer and complete
the picture. It would be a stand-out service and could be
implemented elsewhere. This holistic approach being
taken would really address the drug addiction issue. As
we know, people from South-West Coast do not take
no for an answer. We got our brilliant cancer centre
because of that dogged determination, and we will do
the same this time with residential rehab.
While this bill will go a long way to providing support
to doctors and pharmacists and will make it harder for
people to doctor shop, we cannot sit by and do nothing.
We need to ensure that there are no gaps in treatment
services, that we have strong mental health supports
and that there is access to services right across the state,
not just in a few centralised locations. I urge the state
government to support the WRAD Lookout project. I
am pleased to support this bill. It is something I have
talked about for a very long time, so I am pleased we
are starting here.
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) — I rise to speak on
the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
Amendment (Real-time Prescription Monitoring) Bill
2017. The bill seeks to create a real-time prescription
monitoring system in Victoria, which will at least help
put an end to doctor shopping. The bill is necessary to
save lives and stop the abuse and overuse of
prescription drugs. This bill will establish a database
containing updated information on patient prescriptions
for all schedule 8 drugs, which includes high-risk
medicines, and some schedule 4 drugs such as
diazepam and various others. Pharmacists and doctors
will be able to access records contained in the database,
and prescribers will be required to check the database
before they write prescriptions for these drugs.
This bill will obviously saves lives and it will also
allow medical professionals to identify at-risk patients
before it is too late. Last year, as we have heard,
prescription medication overdoses resulted in the
shocking loss of 372 Victorian lives. This is higher than
the number of deaths involving illicit drugs, which I
think is very surprising because I believe that most in
our community would think that illegal drugs result in
the most overdose deaths. Sadly the highest rate
involves prescription medication. This figure showing
all of these lives lost is higher than our road toll of 291
for last year. These drugs are not illegal, they are not
purchased in back streets or dark alleyways and they
are not on the black market. They are obtained through
trained doctors and professionals at pharmacies in our
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local communities. They are providing this medication.
As I just stated, most in our community would be
surprised by the high number of deaths associated with
prescription drugs. It is a serious health issue, and I
think that needs to be acknowledged. The misuse of
prescription drugs is a health issue.
Our government is very proud and is committed to
doing what it can to prevent further tragedies happening
not only through action in this area but also by making
sure the appropriate treatment programs and services
are provided to our community. The real-time
prescription tool will link data from around Victoria to
allow doctors and pharmacists to quickly identify
patients who have been struggling or perhaps misusing
these drugs and prescription shopping between various
pharmacies to access addictive drugs. Work is
underway to build this system and to develop, most
importantly, the appropriate training for GPs and
pharmacists. It is expected to be in place by next year.
While the monitoring system is extremely important, it
goes hand in hand with various things our government
is doing in this area. It is important that we also
acknowledge that certain patients require ongoing
counselling with respectful and skilled professionals to
help manage their medication use over the patient’s
journey. That also needs to be acknowledged. It is not
just about identifying patients who perhaps are
misusing prescription drugs. It is also about taking the
next step of actually providing the appropriate level of
service and support for them. That is why we are
developing workplace training that will ensure doctors
and pharmacists have the proper skills and can respond
respectfully to patients who are at risk.
Currently the only Australian state to have real-time
monitoring, as has been mentioned by members on this
side of the house previously, is Tasmania. It is called
the Drugs and Poisons Information System Online
Remote Access, or DORA. The Tasmanian system was
implemented because Tasmania had the highest use of
OxyContin of anywhere in Australia. Since the
prescription monitoring system was implemented
Tasmania now has the lowest use, and the figures
continue to drop. So this system does work. There is
evidence to back that. It does save lives, and it will save
lives in Victoria.
In the future we will need to have in place a national
register to fully tackle the problem. Some patients live
on state borders. Even when we have this system in
place, people will still be able to easily travel to New
South Wales and receive medication because other
states do not have the database that we will be
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implementing next year, so we must be mindful of the
need for a national approach to be taken to this very
serious issue. We have heard that on over 30 occasions
the Victorian coroner has recommended real-time
prescription monitoring to prevent accidental overdoses
by patients. We have heard from professional service
providers as well that this is a must.
Many prescription overdoses are caused by prescribers
giving medication without knowledge of patients and
mixing medications that are sometimes unfortunately
lethal. There needs to be a real education system in place
as well so that patients do understand what medication is
prescribed by a GP and medical professionals.
We continue to look at alternatives for those patients
who are suffering chronic and debilitating illnesses.
We need to look at some of the alternative methods
that are being used in other countries that provide pain
relief, and there are alternatives available. I have had
firsthand experience, being part of the Law Reform,
Road and Community Safety Committee, just
listening to the submissions at the moment — there
have been quite passionate, informative
submissions — in relation to how better drug reform
can perhaps be amended in our states.
I am really looking forward to the report that will be
handed down next year. We have had the opportunity
to look at other countries and see what Portugal,
Switzerland and other countries are doing in relation to
drug reform. Most importantly for me I have been able
to see the real and effective use of medicinal cannabis
for adults. This is an area I think we need to look at
much more, because there are alternatives and there is
scientific evidence. More and more we are seeing
stories about how there are effective ways of dealing
with pain and in particular with illnesses as well.
Just to conclude, I commend this bill. This is a bill
about saving lives. As part of the law reform
committee we have been hearing from professional
providers that this is something they have been calling
out for as well. I hope that once this is implemented
next year we will see a gradual reduction in the
terrible numbers we are seeing in overdose deaths.
These are real people. These are husbands, daughters,
wives and fathers. It can happen to anybody, and we
need to be extremely mindful of really looking at the
numbers for next year. Hopefully there is a reduction.
I would like to commend the Minister for Health for
making a massive difference, not only with this bill
but also to the lives of many Victorians. I am so
confident that this bill will have a tremendous impact
on the lives of many Victorians.
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Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to make a
contribution on the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled
Substances Amendment (Real-time Prescription
Monitoring) Bill 2017. The purpose of the bill is to
amend the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
Act 1981 to provide for information to be included in a
database relating to the monitoring of the supply of
certain poisons and controlled substances and to
provide for access to the database.
Perhaps first up I will pay tribute to the Millingtons,
who are in the chamber. You have experienced a
tragedy, but you have used that tragedy and focused
that tragedy to facilitate some change. It will not undo
the pain, but your work in encouraging this is to be
commended.
Real-time prescription monitoring is something that
technology can give us. Life is about the right timing.
The time has come for this, and we have the tools to do
it. We are able to in real time track what people’s habits
are. We have heard a lot about doctor shopping and
other issues, but the bill does provide and require that
doctors and pharmacists view patient records of access
to high-risk, addictive medicines before prescribing or
dispensing. The information will help doctors and
pharmacists make better informed, safer clinical
decisions for patients and may provide opportunities for
counselling and intervention where necessary.
While talking about how technology gives us the
opportunity to do this, we know that the commonwealth
is also looking at this. In the development of the
software for our system and in the commonwealth
developing their software, I very much hope that
compatibility is on the agenda and discussed. I know
there are some challenges, but with only two states with
this legislation operating — Tasmania and Victoria — I
think we need to flag that. Technology can be
wonderful, but if it is not compatible, it will be very
expensive. That will cloud some of the outcomes that
are required here.
This bill has a long history. It requires a prescriber or
dispenser of high-risk drugs to review the patient’s
previous use. It requires prescribers or dispensers to
update the records of the patient’s access to drugs on
the database and allows for exemptions from the
requirement to review a patient’s previous use of
high-risk drugs. Such patients may include hospital
inpatients, people in aged care, people in palliative care
and prisoners, for whom prescription shopping would
not be likely. I think that is a sensible exemption.
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The bill creates penalties for the misuse of the database,
which we must have, and for failure to properly maintain
the database, which is extremely important. It is only as
good as the data that is put into it. I remember something
I heard earlier when dealing with databases. I was
reminded that garbage in equals garbage squared out. It
is very necessary to make sure that everybody knows
how to do it. That is why it is important that the software
be compatible and comfortable for people to use.
The arrangements for schedule 8 treatment permits will
be reviewed and streamlined, and there will be the
removal of some of those administrative burdens. This
will be rolled out from 1 August 2018 over an
18-month period as we need to make sure that this does
work. We know that the cost to the IT system will be
considerable but worthwhile. We hope that the IT is
well managed, because it is too important for the IT to
get messed up.
Codeine is another drug, as is diazepam, that is the
main focus of this particular bill. Codeine is not
included, but I know there is some work that is being
done to have it declared a prescription drug by the
Therapeutic Goods Administration, and that is another
one that is of concern.
Perhaps I will also talk briefly about the cross-border
issues that were raised by the previous member. They
certainly impact Mildura as well. In my particular area
most of the doctors that service New South Wales are
located in Mildura. I think these cross-border issues,
which are the bane of the lives of everybody who lives
along the border, show us the importance of having a
national scheme and for that national scheme to be
compatible with the Victorian scheme.
The bill deals with other drugs in my community
which are of concern. In particular ice is a scourge in
my community. We have a lot of history with this. We
have a community-based program that is underway,
and that is dealing with quite a number of those
affected, but I am well aware that residential care is
the next step when you have successful community
care. There is a study underway in our area. There has
been a lot of work put in by some of our service
clubs — Sunraysia Community Health Services and
others — to develop an application for the next round
of ice funding to get beds within the Mildura region
for a residential facility to complement our
non-residential facility as we continue to deal with
drugs and drug addiction in our community.
I think we have strong support for a residential facility
in Mildura. It is funding for the beds that has been
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sought by the Mildura community, not for the building.
They have indicated through their various community
organisations that they are prepared to reach into their
pockets and make a substantial contribution on the
capital side to create the facility, but as always, it is the
recurrent expenditure that is required — the beds and
the skilled professionals — for which they will be
looking to the Ice Action Plan and the next round of
funding. With that, this is a bill that The Nationals in
coalition are supporting, and I wish it a speedy passage.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.01 p.m.
Mr HOWARD (Buninyong) — I am pleased to add
my comments to the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled
Substances Amendment (Real-time Prescription
Monitoring) Bill 2017. As we have heard from other
speakers, just in 2015, 453 people across this state died
from drug overdoses. We know that that is a
significantly higher figure than for the number of
people who died on our roads, and most people in our
community would not be aware of that. Also, when you
talk about drug overdoses most people in our
community would consider that that was by people who
had overdosed as a result of heroin or a similar illicit
drug. As we know, that is not the case. In the 2015
figures 358 people died as a result of taking a
recognised pharmaceutical, and many of those were
given to them on prescription.
We have had the campaign about deaths on roads. We
accept that there should be zero deaths on roads, so
there has been a lot of attention focused on reducing our
road death toll to zero, which is entirely appropriate.
But on the other side of things we have not focused as
much attention as we should have on dealing with drug
overdoses. I am glad that this government is moving
forward, listening to the community and doing
something to help bring down the number of people
who die from drug overdose.
There is one other thing I might add in terms of previous
speakers. This is one of the bills that it is good to be in
the house for, because people are able to speak
passionately about a very important topic. But I noticed
that the member for Mornington — and certainly most of
the comments made by the member for Mornington
were very good — said that most people would know
that prescribed drugs are safe, which I think are the
words he used, and that the taking of pharmaceuticals in
a prescribed manner is safe. But the reality is, and people
should recognise, that that is not strictly true. We know
that with most pharmaceuticals there will be side effects,
and with some pharmaceuticals there are of course very
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serious side effects. While GPs understand this, they
have to prescribe them with a sense of balance.

direct them into the appropriate channels to ensure that
care is provided. That is vitally important.

We know that when pharmaceuticals are prescribed for
pain relief and for dealing with depression, generally
the clinicians prescribing those do know that they have
serious side effects. The main drugs I am talking about
here are the opioids and the benzodiazepines.
Benzodiazepines are clearly the other area of concern.
The reality is that even a good GP will prescribe or can
prescribe more than is appropriate for the patient and
that often the patient can get addicted to prescribed
drugs. That is something that others in our community
are not aware of and that fortunately more and more
GPs are becoming more aware of. Clearly there needs
to be more research in the area of pain relief on using
drugs other than these drugs, and that is happening.

Another thing that is vitally important is that this is not
just a Victorian thing and that we look to see that this
can be a national strategy. I am pleased to see that the
federal government is moving on this score. It is
important that we have the right IT capacity to be able
to do that, and I am pleased to see that in Victoria we
are now confident that we have that so that in the
rollout of this we will be able to see that all GPs and all
pharmacists across Victoria can access the system and
that we have the appropriate training for them to ensure
this is done.

I am fortunate in this Parliament to be chair of the Law
Reform, Road and Community Safety Committee,
whose current inquiry is into drug treatments and the
way other governments in other jurisdictions deal with
drugs. I have been very interested to learn so much on
this topic. Clearly in dealing with the issue of drugs and
drugs that lead to dependency there are many issues we
need to be aware of. One of the things I learned recently
when I went to the USA is that prescription drugs are a
significant problem there. We know that in the USA,
where they have a sense of free trade, drug companies
promote pharmaceuticals to solve all of the problems of
life and that there is a very serious overuse problem
associated with pharmaceuticals in the United States.
Fortunately the problem is not so bad here, but we do
need to recognise that there is a potential problem, or
there is a serious problem out there, and hence this
legislation on real-time monitoring of drug
prescriptions by both doctors and pharmacists.
One of the other things I have learned, though, and
something that is a threat of this legislation, while it
will be helpful, is that the other side of it is that on the
issue of addiction to heroin and many drugs — where
people go out there to seek illicit drugs — many of
those people started on prescription drugs. The sad
thing is that if we push people off prescription drugs,
we have to be wary that the tendency is that they could
be pushed into a worse lifestyle where they have to go
to the black market to access drugs and they do not
know the quality of those drugs, and that could land
them with more problems. So a very important side
issue attached to this legislation is that we need to be
very careful to ensure that, when doctors do pick up
people who have been doctor shopping or seeking more
medication than they should appropriately have, they

The other thing that I really want to say in regard to my
learnings on the issue of drug addiction and people who
have drug problems is that the worst thing we can do is
to stigmatise this issue of drug addiction. The worst
thing that can happen is that people cannot share advice
on what is going on in their life with the people around
them. We need to recognise that drug addiction is a
health problem. It is not a criminal matter. We need to
ensure that we work to destigmatise the area to
recognise that people with a health problem should be
able to come forward and talk to family members, talk
to GPs, talk to clinicians and talk to people who can
help them so that they can get the help at the earliest
possible time. As well as that, our government — any
government — needs to make sure that it is in a
position to be able to provide that support.
I am pleased that in Ballarat recently we announced a
20-bed facility for drug rehab, but we know that there are
more required. I have also been interested to hear that
you do not necessarily need to have long-stay treatment
to help people off drugs. We heard from some clinicians
this past Monday who advised that even short periods of
advice can be very helpful and short efforts of support
can help people if they are not ready for residential rehab
or if residential rehab is not going to be appropriate for
them anyway. There needs to be a range of supports
available, and that does not necessarily mean just
focusing on the specifics of drug rehab.
People who are addicted to drugs need to have the
appropriate social supports to recognise what the
underlying issues are and how we can help that person
to deal with those broader ranges of issues. In working
through the issues that the law reform committee has
been working through we realise this is a very
complex area. However, one of the things that has
been very clear in the advice given to us is that, in
dealing with prescription medication for which there is
a very significant concern, real-time monitoring is a
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very good next step, and I am pleased that we are
moving on with it.

drugs, which we all tend to think have a greater toll, and
of the road toll.

I also want to say — we have recognised that John and
Margaret Millington are here today and have been the
driving forces in pushing this issue — that it should not
be necessary for people who have lost someone to get
out there in the public and share their story. It is
sometimes sad and a challenge for them to do so, but it
is helpful for people across our community to hear
those real-life, human stories. And it is when that
happens that it helps to drive politicians to take action,
to feel confident that the community might understand
these issues better and to recognise they are real people
that we want to help.

In the mid-1990s I worked at WorkCover — which is
now more commonly known as WorkSafe — and I
managed the medical and allied health area. We
monitored these costs — expenditure is a way of
looking at it — and determined what was happening in
the lives of different claimants at the time. We could
see the extent that they were doctor shopping. We could
see the expenditure at pharmacies and how the money
was being spent, and we would meet quarterly or
maybe six-monthly with the Transport Accident
Commission and insurance companies to look at the
trends and patterns that were happening. Sometimes it
would be the same doctors who were continuing to
prescribe. If a doctor was highlighted on our system as
overprescribing, they were often highlighted on others,
as were pharmacies that were dispensing quite a lot.
Often the claimants at WorkCover had other things
going on as well, and we could see this very clear
pattern of people who were doctor shopping not just for
diagnoses and time off work but for drugs.

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — I rise to contribute to the
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment
(Real-Time Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017. I am
pleased to see that this bill is before the house because
it represents the implementation of a 2014 coalition
pre-election policy, and I want to acknowledge the
Millingtons in the gallery today, who have helped to
put this bill before the Parliament.
Real-time prescription monitoring will require doctors
and pharmacists to view patients records and their access
to high-risk addictive medicines before prescribing or
dispensing. That is the key aim of this bill here today.
Information from that review will help doctors and
pharmacists to make better informed, safer clinical
decisions for patients and may provide opportunities for
counselling and intervention where necessary.
The bill does two things. It provides a statutory basis to
create a database to monitor prescriptions and then
mandates the use of the database by prescribers and
dispensers. The need for this bill has been evident for
quite some time. We have had calls from major bodies
such as the Australian Medical Association, the
pharmacy guild and, as I have mentioned, families.
If we put it into context, we have a backdrop of abuse
and addiction, and we have had calls by the Coroners
Court to introduce real-time monitoring. In fact since
2006 there have been 20 coronial inquiry findings that
have highlighted the importance of a bill like this.
When we consider the prevalence of deaths each year
from overdoses and put those deaths into context with
other deaths that we look at, monitor and report, we see
that the road toll, which we hear about constantly, is
291, and deaths from illicit drug use, 257. But when we
have a look at the number of overdose deaths — the
tragedies here involving prescription medication — it is
372. That is considerably higher than that from illicit

There were two reasons for this. One of them was that
the drugs were being sold as a little sideline, but there
were also people who were experiencing addictions. It
was important that those people were pulled out, looked
at and help was provided to them. That, as I said, was in
the mid-1990s when these sorts of things were being
monitored, and it is really quite surprising to me that it
has taken this long to get a bill like this before the
house, because WorkSafe were not the only ones that
were having a look at these sorts of things at the time.
We have an ongoing history of addiction and abuse in
this area. We know at the moment that the federal
government is also making moves along these lines and
that the federal government’s rollout nationally will be
a little bit behind this one, so I think it is very important
that the bill before the house has a degree of
compatibility and interoperability once the federal
system is in place.
The bill today provides doctors, nurse practitioners and
pharmacists with access to a system that will mean they
have to review the histories of the patients. To date it
has been very easy — sometimes things are very busy
or people do not have to do that — and they get on with
just doing the job rather than stopping and looking at
what they are doing, why they are doing it and whether
there are any further implications. Having a prescription
monitoring system will require them to use the database
to make sure they are considering the prescribing and
dispensing of the high-risk drugs. They will consider
the implications of what that might mean. Because
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sometimes it is easy to get some types of drugs, but if
you are getting them on a very regular basis, it does
need that oversight and monitoring.
It is sometimes difficult for doctors when somebody
comes to them looking for a particular drug. For these
doctors now to have access to a database or for
pharmacists or nurse practitioners to have access to a
database means they will have the whole picture. In the
instances where it is found that somebody should not be
prescribed this drug, that needs to be tackled and that
person needs to be given the appropriate levels of
support. The last thing we want is for somebody to not
be given the drug they are after when they have an
addiction to it so they turn to other drugs or to illicit
drugs. We want to tackle that addiction at the time and
make sure that the drug and alcohol support services are
in place alongside, and that they can dovetail with, this
easy referral system.
The drug and alcohol support services sector believes
that patients should be refused access to medication but
should not be refused it without being referred to the
particular services that are needed to support them with
these issues. The high-risk drugs that we are talking
about are all schedule 8 medicines, and these are the
high-risk prescriptions that are potentially addictive and
require additional controls. This list includes morphine,
which is something that we are all probably very familiar
with in so many different areas of health. Other high-risk
medicines — for example, some of the schedule 4
medicines such as diazepams — will also be monitored.
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suffer as a result of these overdoses and the
consequences of them.
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) — It is my pleasure to
speak on the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
Amendment (Real-time Prescription Monitoring) Bill
2017. At the outset can I please acknowledge Margaret
and John Millington who are in the chamber today
watching this important debate on this very important
reform of something that has touched their lives. If they
will allow me the indulgence a little bit later, I would
like to acknowledge the circumstances that in many
respects have led us to where we are today and talk
about the statistics. Your courage in many respects is
why this reform has been introduced, particularly the
circumstances that your son went through. I will touch
on that a bit later if you will allow me to.
I want to commend the Minister for Health as well as
the Minister for Mental Health, and I did hear the
member for Albert Park’s speech today. The
Millingtons might not know, but he is suffering from
the flu at the moment. He realised how important this
legislation was and was going to do everything he could
to be here and speak on it. I also heard the contributions
from the members for Buninyong and Sunbury, and I
want to congratulate them on their outstanding speeches
on this very important legislation.

I am pleased to see this bill before the house. I am
somewhat concerned that it has taken so long to get
here. As I said, this was a coalition pre-election
commitment in 2014. I have mentioned my work with
WorkCover, where these sorts of things were identified
and talked about quite extensively. We are many, many
years — decades — beyond that time but nothing has
really moved on in this space.

Without a doubt for too long too many lives have been
lost needlessly to prescription drug overdoses, and on
too many of these occasions potential opportunities to
detect misuse of prescribed medicines and the warning
signs of addiction were missed. Through early detection
and intervention we can save lives. By implementing a
real-time prescription monitoring system this bill will
help us to do just that. It will enable prescribers and
pharmacists to review dispensing records for high-risk
medicines to help them make better informed, safer
clinical decisions at the critical moment of consultation
or dispensing.

I am pleased to see that the federal government is
making a move in this area as well because we do not
want people to be able to doctor shop. People who live
along the border could easily go from Albury to
Wodonga to Albury. We want to make sure that that
does not happen and that people cannot go interstate to
try to get prescriptions filled there so they can avoid
this system. It is certainly a move that is needed. The
Coroners Court have called for it. We have had many
overdose deaths through prescription medication, and
they are really such tragedies for the families that have
had to live with the addictions and the abuse and

As I touched on, the statistics themselves really
underscore what we are dealing with. In 2016
prescription medicine overdoses resulted in the loss of
372 Victorian lives. To put into context how alarming
that figure is, it is higher than the number of overdose
deaths involving illicit drugs and even higher than the
road toll. That just describes the enormity of what we
are dealing with right here and now. As I said at the
outset of my contribution, and with the Millingtons in
attendance, these statistics really do in many respects
obscure the grief and the very real harm that these
tragedies record.
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In 1994 Simon Millington was an 18-year-old
auto-electrician and the son of farmers from Nhill when
he crashed his car on a country road and suffered
devastating injury. After weeks in hospital and
numerous operations he became addicted to his pain
medication and other drugs. His mother, Margaret, who
is here with us today, says that for the last 16 years
Simon’s life was a roller-coaster involving numerous
attempts at drug rehabilitation and chaos for the family
as they tried to rescue him. The family and the
Millingtons were very determined to save him.
In 2008 Simon found that he was the father of Maddie,
a four-year-old girl. I have a Maddie at home, and
congratulations on your beautiful granddaughter. This
seemed to be a turning point for him. When he left the
six-month rehabilitation treatment, he came home to
work on the farm and volunteered to help others in
rehab. Naturally he was a doting father and desperately
wanted to stay well for his daughter, Maddie, but
addiction crept back into their lives and he started
prescription shopping again. Sadly, the family lost their
battle to save Simon. In 2010 he died of an accidental
overdose of oxycodone.
I would like to express my deepest condolences to the
Millington family on their loss and also to all the other
families that have similar heart-wrenching stories. The
burden of grief is hard to imagine, and it is something
that no family should have to bear. Margaret and John
Millington, Simon’s mother and father, have been
tireless advocates, as I said at the outset of my
contribution, for real-time prescription monitoring ever
since his death. I want to put on the record again my
deep admiration and heartfelt thanks for their efforts in
bringing this issue to the fore on behalf of so many
Victorians and indeed everyone that is going through
this issue at the moment.
On more than 30 occasions Victorian coroners have
recommended real-time prescription monitoring to
prevent the unintentional prescription overdose deaths
of people whose drug use was uncoordinated or who
were obtaining dangerous prescription drugs from
unwitting multiple prescribers and pharmacists. I think
it is very important though to refer to Margaret’s words
about her son. She said:
His life mattered … and that is why I do what I do for others
in similar circumstances.

Such tragedies are often the result of a desperate
attempt to manage pain following an accident or injury,
and they could have been avoided with earlier
intervention and support. I have been heartened by the
courage and determination of many parents and
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families to change things for the better. Their support
and involvement is vital to changing mistaken
preconceptions about the problem of misuse of
prescription drugs and helping to create an empathetic
climate for acceptance of monitoring.
The Millingtons might not be aware, but I sat through a
parliamentary inquiry into crystal methamphetamine,
particularly dealing with the drug ice, and there was a
groundbreaking two-volume report that we tabled in the
Victorian Parliament a few years ago. While we talk
about crystal methamphetamine — it is in the news all
the time — the overdoses and the unintended
consequences of prescription drugs have not been given
the attention they deserve, but it is through the
Millingtons’ courage that they are getting that attention,
and right now in this place legislators are speaking on
their behalf to get the legislation passed through the
lower house and upper house, given royal assent and
actually then working and making a real difference
through pharmacists and health practitioners right across
Victoria and indeed eventually right across Australia.
I saw firsthand the devastation of what crystal
methamphetamine can do, and I saw very real cases of
people that were literally taking the drug to numb
themselves. I could see very well that often they would
graduate from alcohol to crystal meth. They would
actually start smoking crystal methamphetamine, and
then they would be injecting it into their bloodstream to
get an even bigger hit. But they themselves did not
choose the drug; they had no other choice. There were
often all sorts of hardship that they had endured in their
lives and their family backgrounds that had led them to
take the drugs to numb themselves.
We have done a lot of work on this issue under the
former opposition leader, now Premier. In fact he has
taken a very real interest in crystal methamphetamine
with his background in Wangaratta, where it is an issue,
and regional Victoria and through him leading the Ice
Action Taskforce. There is work going on through the
Minister for Mental Health for more rehabilitation beds
in regional Victoria and the creation of our second Drug
Court, in the City of Melbourne, to realise that drugs are
a health problem as much as they are a law and order
issue. If you do treat it as a health problem and you give
people the counselling that they deserve — not the
short-term fix but six months worth of counselling —
you can turn the tide. In New Zealand that is what they
did, and over there they called the drug ice ‘p’, for pure.
They have halved the rates of use. I met with
policyholders from New Zealand and saw firsthand what
they have been able to do.
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This real-time prescription monitoring system that we
are going to implement through a computerised system
will allow the records of supply of certain high-risk
medicines to be transmitted in real time to a centralised
database that can be accessed by doctors and
pharmacists during a consultation. As Parliamentary
Secretary for Justice, it is amazing how many health
practitioners I meet with and different people that I
learn from. People will more often than not confide in
their local GP or doctor before they confide in a lawyer.
We are getting better at health and justice and bringing
those two departments together to work in a
harmonious and collaborative way because we realise
that health and justice go together. It is very much the
story of a Labor government, putting health and justice
together. We are committed to the implementation of
real-time prescription monitoring because we want to
reduce prescription shopping and the harms, including
deaths, from misuse of prescription medicines.
I want to conclude in the final 30 seconds by again
congratulating the Millingtons for their advocacy. They
fought so hard and tirelessly. They should be very
proud. The local member has been a tireless advocate
on their behalf. Both sides of the chamber do not
always work together, but on this issue we are as one.
We know we do not have a second to waste. In your
honour and your son’s name and honour, we intend to
make sure this is a real change for the better, and I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr DIXON (Nepean) — It is a pleasure to rise to
speak regarding this very, very important bill, the
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment
(Real-time Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017. As you
know, the opposition are not opposing it. In fact we
flagged that, if we had been successful in 2014, it is
something we would have taken on as a government. I
am a member of the Law Reform, Road and
Community Safety Committee at the moment. We are
doing an extensive investigation into drug regulation
and drug issues across the whole gamut of legal and
illegal substances and a whole range of circumstances
and regulations. It is a very, very broad field.
One of the things that we have found in our hearings
here in Victoria — we have had a number of
hearings — and also our overseas investigations and
professional reading is that the issue of prescription
drugs looms very, very large. As we know, eight out of
10 fatal drug overdoses in Victoria are actually due to
prescription drugs. When you first hear that, it just
rocks you. I have only learned that since I have come
onto the committee. So many of our witnesses and
experts who have talked to us have elaborated on the
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huge issue that that is. One of the big problems we have
got to tackle is to educate the whole community about
what a scourge this is.
In a perverse sort of way I think this legislation — the
enactment of this legislation, the regulations that follow
on from this legislation and the practicalities of this
legislation — will probably do more to educate the
broader community than has been done before. When
the reality sets in as this monitoring is actually set up,
people who might be prescription shopping will then
start to find out: ‘I can’t do this. Why can’t I do this?’.
The chemists, for example, will be able to talk to people
and tell them, ‘Well, I can’t give you your prescription
because you’ve already had one filled last week’, or
down the road or whenever it might have been.
I think on many levels, and most importantly at the
level of the person who is experiencing it, this is a
serious health issue. And that is what it is; it is a health
issue, like any drug issue is a health issue, and of that I
am convinced. Hopefully a reality will be presented to
them when they are refused that prescription. I know
chemists are not just going to toss them out and say,
‘On your way, you can’t have one’. The advice and
hopefully literature will be there to help that person
seek further medical attention, not just the medical
attention that is giving them that prescription — for
whatever reason they might be taking what is a harmful
drug if abused — but attention for the deep-seated
issues as to why they have become addicted and why
they are going to the lengths of doctor shopping, and
that will help them really get to the bottom of their
problem. It is another interface where a person who has
had this health issue may be able to be helped.
One of the issues is with GPs. There is a range of
knowledge and a range of experience with GPs in
prescribing medicines, and a lot make this their
specialist study area. For others it is just one of the
things that they do, and they may not understand fully
the important role that they play in attending to the
issues that a person presents with. The reason they
might need the painkiller, for example, might be more
than can be seen on the surface. Why are they
consistently coming back? Do they seem to be relying
on this painkiller just to get them through their
everyday lives?
I think this is a real opportunity, and as it is
implemented I hope there will be reading materials
available. The point I want to make is that education
and training for health professionals has to go hand in
hand with this. This is not something that just has to
start. There will be the obvious software and computers
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and what have you that will be needed as the whole
system is set up, but along with that there is a golden
opportunity to educate the medical profession as to why
this is happening, how this is happening and what
further they can do to help their patients.
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I would hope that there would be a fair degree of
publicity about this as it is implemented and that the
broader community, even those who are not affected by
this, will learn a little about this serious issue of people
overdosing on prescription drugs. It may be that a
member of someone’s family is affected by this issue,
but they do not know how to broach the subject with
that family member. This may give them the
opportunity to learn a little bit more about it and help
that person. So yes, it has got an immediate effect on
regulating the prescriptions that are given out and filled
out, but I think it has got a broader health role — and I
hope it will have — in educating the community and
the medical profession about this.

Debate resumed from 23 August; motion of
Ms KAIROUZ (Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation).

On the stark numbers, as I said, I was surprised when I
found out today that eight out of 10 overdoses are from
prescription drugs here in Victoria. As the member for
Niddrie said, it is higher than the road toll. Just look at
the mass of publicity around the road toll in our papers
and in our media and the billions of dollars that are
spent on road safety research and on making our roads
safe and our cars safer. Here we have something that is
taking lives but has nowhere near the amount of money,
attention, training and education spent on it as road
safety does.
The sooner this legislation starts, the better. The
member for Eildon was talking about the national
approach. I think that is very, very important. We might
be a large country in some ways, but we are a small
country in other ways, and it is important that we have a
national approach to this. It is very, very important that
there is a consistent message across all jurisdictions
about this, and I know that the federal government is
working towards that. I know that eventually codeine is
going to be added to that list of drugs. I support this
legislation. I think it is very, very important in both the
short term and the long term in tackling what is a
terrible health scourge in our community.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms HUTCHINS
(Minister for Local Government).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

Second reading

Ms KEALY (Lowan) — It is a pleasure to rise today
to add my contribution to the debate on the Residential
Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017. I will note at the outset that there
was some discussion earlier in the sitting week about
taking this bill into consideration in detail, and we will be
seeking to do that later today. We have a number of
concerns and questions, and we are looking forward to
working through some of those details with the Minister
for Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation if
we possibly can do that.
The purpose of this bill is to amend the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997 to provide for tenancy agreements
for a fixed term of more than five years and to make
consequential amendments. It is clear that that is the
overall intention of the bill. It is what has been focused
on in the media surrounding this bill, but it has also
been the main crux of the discussions that have
occurred involving government MPs. By repealing
section 6 of the act, the bill focuses on removing the
limitation that is in the current act, which excludes the
application to tenancy agreements for a fixed term of
more than five years.
There are a number of other amendments within this
bill that have raised deep concern among organisations
and key stakeholders that I have contacted — that is,
that this may open the door to a significant number of
other changes in regulations, which may actually work
to the detriment of the long-term lease sector of demand
for those sorts of long-term leases but also that it may
have a significant detrimental effect on the supply of
rental properties and create increasing pressure on the
rental charges applied by landlords due to people
pulling out of the market.
I will just go through the other main provisions of the
bill. There is a definition of a standard form tenancy
agreement in the bill. That is in clause 4, which amends
section 3(1) of the act. Clause 6 amends section 26 of
the act, which relates to the requirement that written
tenancy agreements be in standard form.
New section 26(2A) provides that it is an offence to
prepare or authorise the preparation of a tenancy
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agreement for a fixed term of more than five years if
the agreement is not in either of the standard forms, and
we will seek some clarification around that. Not
completing an agreement for greater than five years in
one of the standard forms does attract a penalty under
the bill that is before us.
Clause 7 inserts new section 26A into the act, which
relates to prescribed prohibited terms in tenancy
agreements for a fixed term of more than five years.
However, it is noted that these prohibited terms have
not been supplied as part of this bill, and this is a key
area of concern for many people within the industry
who will be impacted by long-term leases.
Clause 10 includes new section 34A, which provides
that an additional amount of bond may be required by a
landlord under a tenancy agreement for a fixed term of
more than five years.
Clause 13 refers to new section 209AA, which provides
that if a party to a fixed term tenancy agreement of
more than five years has breached a term of the tenancy
agreement, the other party may apply to the tribunal for
a compensation order or compliance order.
Clause 16 inserts new section 237A, which provides
that if a tenancy agreement for a fixed term of more
than five years does not comply with the requirements
of section 26(1A), it should be in writing and in a
prescribed standard form. The tenant may give the
landlord notice of intention to vacate, specifying a
termination date not less than 28 days after the date on
which notice is given.
As I stated earlier, these main provisions of the bill have
led to overwhelming concern being expressed to me that
this bill will actually open the door for Labor to make
significant regulatory changes down the track on the
back of the Residential Tenancies Act review. In
particular there are concerns around the prescribed
prohibited terms and the fact that no indication has been
given as to what these prescribed prohibited terms may
be. Of course we all know that demand for leases of
longer than five years and in relation to security of tenure
is one thing, but in all honesty, not being able to enter
into a lease of greater than five years is absolutely
nothing when you compare it to the inability to pay rent.
Under this government we have seen the closure of
Hazelwood power station, which was a result of Labor
policy to impose a number of significant taxes, which
basically made that business unviable. We are now
seeing electricity prices go through the roof. The cost of
living is also increasing. We know that salaries and
wages are not increasing to the same level, and people
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are finding it harder and harder to meet day-to-day
living costs. Along with being able to put a meal on the
table, making sure that your children are taking lunch to
school and can afford schoolbooks and uniforms and
being able to keep the lights on and put a meal on the
table at night-time, of course being able to pay the rent
is a huge pressure for many families. It does not matter
how long the lease is, if you cannot pay the rent, then
you are putting your ability to put a roof over the heads
of your children at risk.
We have other concerns. I do not understand what the
demand is for putting in place leases in excess of five
years. I have asked for information about that. I was
looking for a breakdown of evidence on the different
periods of leases that are currently entered into by
Victorians. Unfortunately the minister’s office was
unable to provide that. It is interesting that the
government is seeking to bring in a bill to address a
problem that perhaps does not even exist.
Further, I have since been supplied with some research
undertaken by Consumer Affairs Victoria, which looks
at preferred lease terms of tenants. According to this
data, 13 per cent of people are looking for a tenancy of
six months; the bulk of people, 18 per cent of those
surveyed, are looking for a 12-month lease; 14 per cent
of people are looking for a two-year lease; 8 per cent of
people are looking for a three to four-year lease; and
then it significantly drops off. It is only 2 per cent of
people looking for a lease from five to seven years.
Only 1 per cent of people wanted more than 10 years,
and nobody wanted eight to 10 years. This data
therefore shows that most people are looking for a lease
of less than two years duration. Very, very few people
are actually seeking a long-term lease.
We also have to look at the other side of the issue. It is
not just about a tenant wanting to enter into a long-term
lease; it is about the limitations that are put onto a
landlord and whether they are willing to enter into a
long-term lease if they deem that all the requirements
that they will be burdened with if they enter into a
long-term lease will mean that it is simply unattractive
for them to do that. I think that is the case with this
bill — it is unbalanced.
The media release says a long-term lease will be great for
tenants because they will have the security of knowing
where they are going to live. But the fact of the matter is
that tenants do not want to enter into a long-term lease.
They would like a level of flexibility as well in case
things go pear-shaped within their rental property. If
things change and people want to move or if somebody
has a change of job, they need and want that flexibility,
and that is seen in the data I referred to earlier.
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Furthermore, landlords are not going to enter into these
kinds of agreements if it means that they are going to be
burdened with unnecessary and unfair extra conditions
that mean they have less control of their property. They
will think that they might as well just enter into a
short-term lease, or they will withdraw their property
from the rental market.
I think we also need to clarify the sorts of people that
we are talking about. We do not have institutional-type
landlords in Victoria. Seventy-two per cent of all
landlords are actually mum-and-dad investors. These
are people who have got a second property and who
have it as an investment. They rely on their rental
income so that they can continue to pay down the
investment. It may even help them to pay for their own
home. Often people do have their own home secured
against their investment property. There is a risk that if
we introduce any sort of legislation around better
protection of tenants or around shifting that power to
the tenants, then we run the risk that if a tenant does not
pay their rent and there is no way for a landlord to seek
compensation for that, or to make sure that they can
evict somebody if they cannot pay their rent, potentially
mum-and-dad investors are going to lose their homes
because they are not having that rental flow.
This is a significant issue, and it is much deeper and
more complex than I think the minister has given it credit
for. I think it has been looked on as a superficially great
idea for a long-term lease, but with the way it is being
implemented we are actually going to create an
enormous challenge for many, many people in Victoria,
particularly for the mum-and-dad investors who, under
the reading of this legislation, will not have the ability to
evict a tenant if they do not pay their rent. It is
astonishing to think that element would be removed.
There is no balance between tenant and landlord rights
in the bill. We know that as part of the residential
tenancy review only 200 telephone interviews occurred
with landlords, whereas over 1800 tenants had input to
this review. Eighty per cent of the recommendations in
the Residential Tenancies Act review, which was
released in January and which was considered over
January, suggested a shift in power from the landlord to
the tenant. It might sound good, but I think potentially it
could be disastrous for the supply of rental properties in
Victoria, and a decreasing supply means a huge
increase in rental charges, which will jeopardise the
most vulnerable, the people who can least afford a huge
increase in their rents.
Another area of concern is that landlords are unlikely to
enter into long-term leases if they lose rights over their
properties, and this is with particular reference to the
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prohibited prescribed terms clause in the bill. Not
knowing what may be in those prohibited prescribed
terms means that it is difficult to support the bill. If you
look at what prescribed terms might be prohibited, it
could be around the inability of a landlord to ban pets
on a property. There might be a very good reason why
they want to ban pets. It might be about the tenant
having to clean the carpets prior to leaving the
premises. That is something that would be an additional
cost to a landlord. They are not going to cop it; they
will build that into the rent, which will then push up
rental charges to prospective tenants.
It may be a prohibited prescribed term that is around
non-structural changes to premises. So if you choose to
paint all your internal walls hot pink, there may not be a
requirement for the tenant to correct that and bring it
back to the original state when they leave the property.
This of course will impose a huge cost on the landlord,
and again they are not necessarily going to cop that.
They are going to have an understanding that they will
have to put some money aside to make sure that they
can correct any of the changes that may take place, and
the only way that they will be able to put that money
aside is by charging more rent over the period, again
pushing up rental costs for those who can least afford it.
There may even be a prohibited term around structural
changes to a property. Perhaps you could knock down a
wall, put in a new door somewhere or do a complete
bathroom or kitchen renovation; we do not know what
it might be. But this unknown of what may be a
prohibitive prescribed term is a huge risk for landlords,
and for tenants as well because they are the ones who
will be hit with any additional charges to cover those
potential costs, whether or not they are put in place. It is
disappointing that we have not even had a list of
suggested prohibited prescribed terms, although we can
glean a hint of some of those from the options paper
that was put out earlier in the year.
The standard form for tenancy agreements greater than
five years has not yet been drafted, and again this is a
concern that has been raised by stakeholders with me
over the consultation period. There is also some
confusion in that the bill refers to two different standard
forms. For a lease of greater than five years it has to be
in one of two standard forms. It actually refers to this in
clause 6 that I spoke to earlier. It says that the landlord
or tenant must not prepare a tenancy agreement for a
fixed term of more than five years if the agreement is
not in either of the standard forms. It makes sense to me
that we have some clarification around that. There
should just be one form. If we are going to have a
standard form, have one for everyone, because there is
a lot of variability in the elements of a lease that you
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enter into for longer than five years. For example, who
is responsible for the maintenance? If people are going
to take this on as their own home, do they have a
greater responsibility to maintain that home to a
significant level or a higher level and therefore the
landlord has less opportunity?
Of course if it is a long-term lease, there is less
changeover. Usually during a changeover of a lease it is
an opportunity for a landlord to go in and do minor
repairs. They might freshen up the paint. They might
fix up a few things in the bathroom or replace a section
of carpet that has started to fray. That is the time when
those sorts of repairs and maintenance occur.
However, with a long-term lease we need to get some
clarification about who will be responsible for the sorts
of minor fixes that occur following the normal wear and
tear on a property. This is something that should be
considered in a standard form, or perhaps it would be
more applicable if there were greater flexibility in these
long-term lease agreements and an ability to draw up
your own agreement depending on the needs of the
property and with an agreement between the landlord
and the tenant.
There is also the concern about the removal of the right
to evict a tenant under new section 209AA, inserted by
clause 13. This is an interesting section. It refers to an
opportunity to provide a compliance order or to seek
compensation. However, there is no ability, in my
reading, for a landlord to evict a tenant. As I said
earlier, seeking a compensation order is all well and
good, but somebody might refuse to pay the rent. It
happens. I understand people are being told that if they
want to get out of a lease agreement, they should stop
paying their rent at this point in time.
If we look at the situation where you have a
mum-and-dad investor who has their home mortgaged
in order to afford their second property, they might be
looking at it being an investment property for their
retirement. When somebody stops paying the rent it
simply means that the mum-and-dad investor is going
to lose that second home. They may lose their own
home, and we are just putting more and more pressure
on families who are not wealthy landlords with
thousands of properties. It might be their sole
investment property. This is what we are talking about;
72 per cent of all rental properties are owned by
mum-and-dad investors. It is not the big end of town
but everyday people who live in our electorates. This is
a huge risk for them, and it may shift their ability to
have an investment property. It may undermine the
returns they can get on their investment properties. It
may be putting their homes at risk.
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Another concern is that any significant restriction on
landlord property rights is likely to discourage
landlords from offering properties for rent. There are a
number of details in the bill which simply shift the
power too much towards tenants and will force
landlords out of the market. I suspect there may be
some underlying intent behind that — that pushing
landlords out of the market will increase supply of
properties for sale for individuals in trying to address
the housing shortage we have, particularly in
metropolitan areas. However, Victoria is growing at
such a significant rate that any properties that are given
up by landlords as being less viable investments and put
onto the market are going to be soaked up by the
120 000 people who move to this state each and every
year, with 92 per cent of them moving to Melbourne. It
simply will not bring down house prices if this is the
intention of the amendments made to the Residential
Tenancies Act.
I am concerned that this is more of a stunt. This is
talking about security of tenure, but actually it is going
to work against that. It also will not fix a problem that
does not exist. I have gone through the elements of
what the preferred lease terms are for tenants. They
simply are not looking for leases in excess of five years;
most people are looking for a lease of less than two
years. So why are long-term leases being sold by Labor
as providing greater security for renters? Labor are
actually increasing the cost of living through their
policy to close Hazelwood, resulting in enormous
increases in electricity costs. As a result, being unable
to pay the rent is a far greater risk to tenants’ security.
I would like to go through some of the commentary or
feedback that has been received by me because I have
received extensive feedback and not one person has
been supportive of the amendments put forward by the
Labor government. Of greatest concern was the Real
Estate Institute of Victoria’s submission. They have
gone into this in great detail and, I understand,
provided a number of submissions to the government
throughout the drafting of the bill. However, they are
extremely disappointed that it appears none of their
feedback has been taken into consideration. I refer to
their closing paragraph:
In short, there is nothing we can commend in support of this
legislation — we will advise our property managers against
entering into these longer leases on the basis of reduced
protection and increased risk.

If such a strong and influential body which is very fair
and reasonable thinks that the amendments included in
this bill are so extreme and going to harm landlords to
such an extent that they are going to actively advise
landlords not to enter into long-term leases, that just
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shows that this is an absolutely failed attempt to fix a
problem that does not exist. The sting is certainly in the
tail in relation to the impact this may have on shorter
term leases or leases of less than five years.
I have received similar commentary from the Registered
Accommodation Association of Victoria, from the
Housing for Aged Action Group, from Clubs Australia
and from the We Live Here movement. Their concerns
are consistent with those issues that I have raised in that
this bill includes many elements which would discourage
landlords from entering into long-term lease
arrangements. Further, there is no incentive for a
landlord to enter into a long-term lease arrangement.
This bill, in my view, is nothing more than a stunt. You
can see from the stakeholder feedback that it is actually
more likely to discourage landlords from entering into
long-term leases. It is likely to discourage landlords
from keeping their property in the tenancy market. If
we have a withdrawal of rental properties, all that will
happen is that we will see an increase in demand for
rental properties and that will simply push up the cost
for the people who can least afford to pay the rent, to
keep the lights on at home, to put a meal on the table
and to put uniforms on the backs of their children. They
will be the ones who have their ability to pay the rent
and put a roof over their children’s heads put at risk. I
think this bill has completely missed the mark in terms
of providing greater security for tenants in Victoria.
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Local
Government) — I am very pleased to rise to speak to
the Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term
Tenancy Agreements) Bill 2017, and I acknowledge the
work that was done by the Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation, who has done
a power of work in going out to the community to
canvass ideas on Victoria’s tenancy laws with the aim
of improving the Residential Tenancies Act 1997.
Responses came in from all corners of the state,
including 331 written submissions to the Fairer Safer
Housing discussion paper and over 3000 contributions
from participants at forums and through surveys. There
were a few consistent themes that came through from
this consultation, and I have got to say that they were
very much in line with what I hear from people in my
own electorate. Victorians are calling for more secure,
more affordable housing —
Mr Katos — Acting Speaker, I draw your attention
to the state of the house.
Quorum formed.
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Ms HUTCHINS — Now that my fan club is here to
listen to my contribution on this very important tenancy
bill I just want to make the point that more than 25 per
cent of Victorians currently live in rental
accommodation and this government believes they
should have longer term leases and more security.
As a young child growing up, by the time I left home at
the age of 19 I had actually moved house 20 times in
19 years. My mum and I actually sat down and counted
up all the houses we had lived in during that time. I was
very familiar with what the laws and regulations were
around renting at probably the tender age of about 10 or
11 because we faced very short-term leases and very
much insecure housing as I was growing up because
my parents were very young when they had me. They
were 18 and 19 years old and they had three children by
the time they were 23 and 24. They had never had the
opportunity to buy a house in all of those years
together. They instead were forced into the rental
market and on many occasions were forced to move on
even before the leases were up due to the nature of
where we lived at the time, which was predominantly
around the Moonee Ponds area and that was year by
year becoming more gentrified.
Many of the houses that we rented would be sold or
renovated and we were moved on, which was one of
the primary reasons that we moved house so much. I
am not sure if the member for Essendon is here, but we
lived in the three consecutive streets in a row in
Essendon: Byron Street, Browning Street and Chaucer
Street, all named after the great poets. I will never
forget the memories of walking our belongings down
the laneway between those streets as we moved house
during that time.
With that experience under my belt, I am very pleased
to talk about the long-term rental opportunities that this
government has committed to through this bill. No-one
takes it easy when they move house. Moving house is
extremely stressful. For many families who are forced
to move from house to house every year or every few
years, their children’s education gets disrupted. Their
relationships, their friendships and their sense of
community become very unsettled. Quite often people
are forced to even change jobs if they are forced to
change their housing and move to the other side of
town or in fact to regional Victoria in order to find
affordable housing.
What this bill delivers is looking at how we can offer
both landlords and renters those securities, if they do
seek those arrangements, where they can have a
long-term tenancy agreement. This amendment actually
paves the way for that. Currently the act does not
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provide for tenancy agreements greater than five years.
Under this reform the rights, duties and protections of
the existing act will remain in all fixed-term tenancy
agreements going forward. This bill just amends the
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 to cover leases of
longer than five years, which will provide greater
security for both tenants and landlords, provide stability
for renting families and provide a more steady income
source for property owners.
Research conducted as part of the Fairer Safer Housing
review found that approximately 50 per cent of
landlords and 25 per cent of tenants indicate interest in
longer fixed-term tenancy arrangements. Security of
tenure was identified by tenants as a high-priority issue,
and almost 20 per cent of tenancies have now been
ongoing for more than five years. Rental applicants
who have maintained a tenancy for five years or more
may also find that their future applications will be
strengthened by their consistent rental record.
My own brother recently left a rental property after seven
years of being there, and he said it gave him the edge in
applying for other properties when he went forward. In
fact he got multiple offers because he had been in the
same place for seven years. That arrangement had been
locked in for a four-year arrangement to start with and
then year to year after that. So it is a better situation for
landlords and tenants to know that those who look after
their homes and have more stable agreements with their
landlords will be rewarded with either secure long-term
leases or more consistent rental records to show on their
next rental application.
The Consumer Affairs Victoria review of residential
tenancy agreements also found that 30 per cent of
tenants preferred a tenancy longer than two years,
which at the moment in practice is almost discouraged
by the current act. The existing laws do not provide
certainty, so in practice landlords and tenants are not
discussing these types of leases even where there is
benefit to both parties. These changes will mean greater
security for the 884 000 Victorians who rent or own a
rental property — both tenants and property owners —
providing stability for renting families and a more
steady income source for property owners.
We also know that the requirements to pay a higher
bond amount at the start of the tenancy will not be
something that increases under this regime. We know
there will be flexibility during the term on behalf of the
landlords. Aside from the legal protections of rental
bonds, we also know that the risk of occurrence of
damage in long-term tenancies of more than five years
is significantly lower than in tenancies of less than five
years. The safeguards that currently reign under the act
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will certainly be in place for both the landlords and
tenants. Of course this is all being undertaken with
quite a substantial investment by the Andrews
government, as well as new technology underpinning
this, which includes a matching website that will look at
matching up tenants and property owners who both
want to secure long-term leases.
Consumer Affairs Victoria, the Tenants Union of
Victoria, the Real Estate Institute of Victoria, the
director of housing in the Department of Health and
Human Services and of course the Minister for
Consumer Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation have
all made huge contributions to the development of this
bill, and what has come out of that work is a very
positive bill with great benefits to property owners and
renters across Victoria. We need to make it easier for
Victorians to put a roof over their heads. This bill, in
concert with the government’s housing affordability
strategy, will deliver this. We have committed to a
$1 billion Social Housing Growth Fund and
100 000 new lots in 17 new suburbs, and we have
welcomed changes to stamp duty and first home owner
grants. This is a great initiative, and I commend the bill
to the house.
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — I too wish to say a few
words on the Residential Tenancies Amendment
(Long-term Tenancy Agreements) Bill 2017. I read this
second-reading speech with enormous interest. I can
only say after I read the bill that this is a classic case of
overpromising and massive underdelivery by the
government, because I picked up the second-reading
speech with a great degree of excitement, and I read:
This bill will introduce one of the most significant changes to
residential tenancy arrangements in Victoria in the last
20 years.

I thought to myself, ‘Wow, this is going to be some
bill’. Is this going to be even greater than the very first
residential tenancies bill, which I remember coming out
years and years ago? Is it going to be as significant as
some of the reforms that were introduced by Jan Wade,
a previous Attorney-General?
I might add by way of an aside that when I was a very
young backbencher in the 1990s, I headed a review.
They were the days. The backbench is not such a bad
place; you will be there for a long time. I actually
helped the government conduct a review on residential
tenancies, and that review resulted in some substantial
changes — for example, the whole bond authority. The
Auditor-General recommended there should be a bond
authority and that landlords should not just pocket
tenants’ bonds — and they should not. There were
substantial recommendations in relation to rooming
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houses and caravan parks and the like. A very, very
substantial piece of legislation went through this house
in the 1990s.
When I read that this was going to be the most
substantial reform in 20 years I became quite excited. I
thought this was going to be a massive, massive
change. I have read the bill and can see that what the
government wants is for the Residential Tenancies Act
1997 to have tenancy agreements of more than five
years. But then I looked for perhaps a standard form of
a lease agreement. I thought it might be an attachment,
but no, that was not available. I was also interested in
these prescribed prohibited terms, because I thought
that would be quite substantial in terms of whether
landlords would in fact want to have long-term tenancy
agreements with a tenant they had not previously had
experience with, but they are not available.
It seems to me there was a great amount of excitement
from the government and very little in terms of the
legislation before us. However, just because things are
not done — just because the example lease agreement
is not available or because the prescribed prohibited
terms are not available — that does not mean to say
there will be cause for concern in the future.
I note that the second-reading speech says:
The bill will enable greater security for tenants and certainty
for landlords.

Without extra documentation being available for
members of the public or for members of Parliament to
view, I am not so sure the bill in its current form will
provide greater security for tenants. It may do so if they
secure a long-term lease and if they want a long-term
lease, but I am not so sure that it is going to provide
certainty for landlords, because at the moment I expect
a landlord would not want to enter into a long-term
lease without having more material available to them.
The bill before the house, as I said, provides for tenancy
agreements for more than five years. It provides for the
capacity to have new, standard forms. It sets out various
offences and provides for some changes to bonds. I am
not so sure the Minister for Local Government
completely understands the terms and conditions under
which landlords can get additional bond money. They
can do so for the second five-year lease. There is a
helpful example on page 8, which is in clause 10 of the
bill. It explains this circumstance. Bonds make up four
weeks rent, but for the second five-year lease, landlords
will be able to ask tenants for an increased bond, as
they should be able to, if the rent has gone up.
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We have outlined a number of concerns. I will say,
though, lest anyone think I am on one side of this
argument: I have been a tenant a few times in my life. I
have had a couple of good landlords, I have had a
couple who I probably did not think were so good and I
have been a landlord twice in my life. I never again
want to be a landlord, but not because of the tenants. I
just think it is a lot of money tied up in one investment
that you cannot access very quickly. There are good
tenants, and there are good landlords. There are bad
tenants — there are many of them. As part of the
review I did, I sat in on VCAT for a day. There are a lot
of bad tenants, but there are a lot of very poor landlords
as well. I have to say also that I think there are various
degrees of efficiency amongst the estate agents who
look after tenants. I am not so sure some of the agents
who act for landlords have the landlords’ or the tenants’
interests at the forefront of their minds.
However, the key question for me is — and I would be
very pleased if the government could answer this — is
there a demand from either side for five-year tenancies?
I note the government consulted 1800 tenants yet only
200 landlords. I note also that the member for Lowan
indicated that the Real Estate Institute of Victoria said it
will be advising stakeholders not to enter into long-term
leases because of the increased risks they see being
associated with them. I would think that from the point
of view of a tenant, a five-year lease is particularly
long-term. People’s lives do not normally pan out in
such a way that they make the decision to live in one
place for five years. I would have thought that a
landlord would really have to know the tenant or that a
new tenant would have to have outstanding and
impeccable references for them to sign a five-year deal.
I also make reference to the fact that in Australia there
are many, many landlords. In fact the member for Lowan
said that 72 per cent of landlords were small. Of course it
is no surprise that there are a lot of landlords in Australia,
due to the federal government’s negative gearing
policies, whereby clearly those in my generation invest
in houses for their superannuation, as encouraged by
negative gearing. It is in those small landlords’ interests,
of course, to have good tenants, and it is in the tenants’
interests, obviously, to have a good landlord.
The member for Lowan referred to a survey conducted
by Consumer Affairs Victoria. She pointed out to the
house that the most popular lease term was 12 months.
The second most popular lease term was two years.
That made totals of 18 per cent and 14 per cent. The
member for Lowan also handed me this survey.
Interestingly enough I see that 33 per cent of people
said they did not know what their preferred lease term
was. That, to me, indicates that not everyone would
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know at the beginning of their lease whether they
would have, for example, job security that would make
that house a convenient place to live for five years. So I
am not so sure where the demand for this has come
from, because it was certainly not borne from fact.
I am concerned about the diminution of a landlord’s
power to evict. Landlords should be able to evict with
good reason and under the Residential Tenancies Act. If
a tenant does not pay rent over and over again, or if a
tenant damages property, there must be provision for
the landlord to be able to regain their property. There
must be provision, for example, for when a landlord
wants to use their property. There must be those
provisions available to the landlord.
But my single greatest area of concern in this is the fact
that the prohibited prescribed terms, which are going to
be so fundamental as to whether landlords will want to
actually offer someone a five-year lease, are unknown at
this stage. It seems to me that the Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation got very excited
about one of her first pieces of legislation and wrote a
very sweeping statement at the beginning of the
second-reading speech. She wanted to do the most
significant reform in 20 years. That is what she wanted to
do. The bill before us offers the option of a five-year
tenancy, but a whole heap of supporting documentation
which will be so necessary for landlords to make that
decision is not available to this house for proper
consideration. I wish the minister well, but this bill does
not give security for tenants and certainty for landlords.
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) — I am pleased to rise to
speak on the Residential Tenancies Amendment
(Long-term Tenancy Agreements) Bill 2017. I want to
congratulate the Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation on her work on this
important amendment to the act. For some renters in
Geelong this will be significant, particularly those with
young families.
The object of the bill is to amend the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997 so that it will apply to fixed-term
tenancy agreements of any length and also to enable a
standard long-term tenancy agreement to be prescribed
for fixed terms of more than five years. Currently
landlords and tenants are free to enter into fixed-term
tenancy agreements of any duration. However,
section 6 of the act provides that, except in limited
circumstances, the act only applies to agreements for a
fixed-term not exceeding five years. In its plan for
fairer, safer housing the government stated that options
for long-term secure rental arrangements under the act
were a priority for review. The existing limitation on
the application of the act recognises that the majority of
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tenancy agreements are for terms of less than five years.
Market research conducted as part of the Fairer Safer
Housing review found that approximately 50 per cent
of landlords and 25 per cent of tenants indicated interest
in longer fixed-term tenancy agreements, with security
of tenure being identified by tenants as a high-priority
issue. In the Andrews Labor government’s housing
policy statement Homes for Victorians, released in
February 2017, the government committed to making
long-term leasing a real option for Victorians.
As I mentioned earlier, everyone deserves the safety
and security of a home and of stability in their lives,
particularly children. A significant number of people,
particularly young people and young families, are
struggling to break into the housing market. Housing
prices are rising, and up-front costs — a deposit, stamp
duty and fees — quickly add up. I know that in my
electorate of Geelong more and more people are relying
on private rental.
It is getting harder for renters as well. In my electorate
there are 5679 private rentals through real estate agents
and around 230 private landlords. The expectation is
that the demand for private rental will increase with the
strong population growth in the Geelong region. The
demand for private rental will have an impact on my
community in terms of housing access. Some of those
people who are struggling to meet the high rental prices
that we are seeing now or who are forced to live in
unsuitable housing do not have the security they need
or the capacity to personalise their homes as they would
like to.
The cost of moving, particularly for families with young
children, is considerable, and it also has implications for
their children moving school and leaving their friends.
There are a lot of issues around that. In my community I
have spoken to many private renters, primarily young
families, who are raising those concerns on a regular
basis because they have to uproot their children from
their school. They see the difficulty and often the damage
that that does to their children, particularly children in
primary school. There is also significant cost to move
from one property to another. Many of them are having
to move as often as every 12 months. For those families
this is a significant change.
Obviously you need to find a landlord that is prepared
to go to that longer lease agreement. I know in Geelong
there are landlords that are doing that, and I think it is
fantastic that they are prepared to do that, but we need
more and more landlords to take on that challenge and
offer that long-term security to young families. I know
it is not just young families who are in the private rental
market, but from what I hear from constituents in my
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region, young families are having enormous difficulty
in maintaining the consistency of a home for their
children because they have to move fairly regularly,
whether it is every 12 months or every two years, for a
range of reasons. Once their 12-month lease expires, if
that landlord chooses not to renew the lease with them
for a variety of reasons, then they have to go and find
other accommodation.
In Geelong there is a shortage of good-quality,
affordable housing. We know that access to home
ownership is getting more and more difficult, so we are
seeing much more of a reliance on the private rental
market. I think this is a step towards providing better
opportunities for private renters. It is not the complete
answer — we know that — but it is part of an overall
strategy to try to ensure that we are addressing some of
the housing needs, particularly of those who are most
disadvantaged in our communities. When we have a
commonwealth government that has stepped away
from housing completely and left it up to the state to
deal with housing affordability, it becomes more and
more difficult.
For people in my electorate it is really a significant
change. It will not assist everybody, but I think it is a
step in the right direction. Many people do not have a
real choice about where they live or the type of home
they live in. As I said, many people in my electorate —
some 6000-odd — rely on the private rental market to
have a home. It is not always necessarily the best home,
but it is a roof over their head and enables them to
provide for their children.
As I mentioned, as our population grows, if there is that
complete inaction, the problem is only going to get
worse. We need to look at ways of fixing the problem,
and I think this is one step towards doing that. That is
why Homes for Victorians provides a coordinated
approach across government and across our state. It
includes abolishing stamp duty for first home buyers on
homes up to $600 000 and cutting stamp duty on homes
valued up to $750 000 and doubling the first home
owner grant to $20 000 in regional Victoria. In my
region that is really significant for a lot of young
families who are trying to get into home ownership. We
know that recently applications have increased by up to
60 per cent in some areas of the Geelong region, which
is really significant.
We want to create opportunity for first home buyers to
co-purchase with the Victorian government. We want
to make long-term leases a reality, which is part of the
strategy. We also want to build and redevelop more
social housing to support vulnerable Victorians while
creating thousands of extra jobs in the construction
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industry. Homes for Victorians builds on existing
work being done, including the soon-to-be released
Plan Melbourne 2017–2050, reform of the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997, the Better Apartments guidelines
and the family violence housing blitz. It also builds on
our efforts to better connect people with services and
infrastructure. From schools to health care and from
roads to public transport, regardless of where they
live, every Victorian should have access to the things
they need.
The long-term tenancy agreements for fixed terms
longer than five years is a step in the right direction.
The new standard tenancy agreement will be
implemented in 2018. As I said, in my electorate that is
quite significant for many low-income people. I know
quite a number of people who are living in private
rental accommodation who would absolutely love the
opportunity to have an extended lease and know that
their children can get through primary school or get
through secondary school without having to be moved
and that they do not have to face the ongoing costs of
moving to another location. In Geelong people may
have to move from one end of the region to another just
to get accommodation. This is a step in the right
direction. I think it is really important for constituents in
my electorate, and I commend the bill to the house.
Ms SANDELL (Melbourne) — I will be brief on
this. I know there is a bit of a tradition in this place of
padding out speeches to the full 10 minutes so we do
not get to the consideration-in-detail stage, but I will
leave plenty of time for others to speak, or maybe we
could go into consideration in detail instead.
The Greens will be supporting this bill. The Greens
have called for some time for action to allow longer
term tenancies — in fact to encourage longer term
tenancies — to make renting fairer for the around
1 million Victorians who rent their homes. It is really
good to see that we are getting some change in the right
direction here. I would note that I do not often agree
with the member for Brighton, but on this occasion I do
agree that it is a small change that is being made in this
bill. It does not quite live up to the expectation set in the
second-reading speech, but nevertheless change on this
is good, and some change is better than none.
Our rental system here in Victoria — in other states as
well, but particularly here in Victoria — is heavily
weighted towards landlords and does need significant
change. My colleague the member for Prahran said to
me just before that it is a rigged system, and I would
agree with him. Houses in Victoria are too often
prioritised as a landlord’s investment rather than as a
tenant’s home. Everybody deserves to live in a safe,
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stable home that they can call their own, and we need to
change our laws to reflect that as the priority. I am
hoping that this bill will actually give some security to
people, that it will provide some security of tenure to
tenants and will help people settle in to be part of their
community. For example, it will ensure that families do
not have to move every 12 months and have to take
their kids out of school and uproot themselves from the
community that they know. Longer term leases are
really a win-win because they will also, hopefully, give
some confidence and security to landlords so that they
will know that their property is being cared for as a
home. Longer term leases just make absolute sense.
I do have some concern about funding for community
legal centres and groups like the Tenants Union of
Victoria, which are the ones bearing the brunt of having
to deal with the deluge of problems around tenancies
that they see at the moment. They have to deal with
taking action for tenants who are hard done by or on
breaches of the act, but they really do not have the
funding to do that. I can tell you that the Tenants Union
of Victoria is totally overwhelmed; they do not have the
funding to do what is necessary. Community legal
centres do some of this work, but they also do not have
the funding to do what is necessary.
Instead of putting $1 million into essentially a
Tinder-type service to try to match landlords and
tenants, which is really already happening on real estate
websites, maybe the government could look at putting
some of that money towards those bodies. Or if they
feel that that service is needed to connect tenants and
landlords who want long-term leases, they could
perhaps commit additional money for the Tenants
Union of Victoria, for the community legal centres or
for the other services who are actually helping tenants
at the moment and are totally overwhelmed.
As I said at the start, this is a good change in the right
direction in terms of helping tenants have a home that
they can rely on, but a lot, lot more needs to be done
when it comes to updating our laws in terms of
tenancies. We are seeing now that the policy of
successive governments has locked out so many people
from the housing market. People are finding it just
impossible to buy a home at the moment, so renting is
becoming their only option. We are seeing successive
governments completely run down our public housing
stock and not commit enough money to public housing,
which means that private renting is actually the only
option for a lot of people. If that is going to be the
situation — I wish it was not — we actually need to
update our laws to make renting fair.
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There are many changes that need to happen and
many changes that the Greens would like to see,
including ending no-grounds evictions; giving renters
the right to make minor alterations to their homes —
things as simple as putting nails in the walls to hang
up pictures; giving renters the right to have pets, for
example; and stopping unfair rent increases. There are
more, but that is just a suite of what the Greens would
like to see done relatively quickly. Of course the
private rental market should not be the solution for
everybody. We know that it has failed a lot of people
and that we just cannot keep relying on the private
rental market and have the government absolve itself
of providing housing for people.
We do need a significant new build of public housing in
this state, similar to what we had in the 1960s. We
know that it can be done. At the moment there are too
many waiting on the public housing waiting list. Many
people wait over 10 years for a house. I regularly look
at the public housing waiting list figures. It was around
35 000 applicants, but since the community housing
waiting list and the public housing waiting list have
been joined I understand it is potentially over 50 000. I
do not know how many of those are duplicates, but it is
pretty outrageous that there are 50 000 applicants sitting
there — people who simply cannot afford a home, who
may be sleeping on couches or in cars or homeless on
our streets. They cannot afford a home and cannot get
into public housing because we simply have not
invested in it for decades and decades.
Housing is the responsibility of all levels of
government, but in particular the state government has
many levers at its disposal. It is the state government
that is responsible for public housing, and we will
continue our campaign to get the government to build a
lot more public housing and not do it in a way that
simply hands our public land over to private developers
which make a mint but provide only a very small
increase in public housing stock. That is not the way to
do it. The government has many, many levers at its
disposal and could invest a lot more in public housing if
only it had the will.
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — It gives me
pleasure to rise and speak on the Residential Tenancies
Amendment (Long-term Tenancy Agreements) Bill
2017. I rise to give support to this bill. I do not share the
cynicism of the member for Brighton. In the last sitting
week, as I recall, there were great concerns about
adjourning debate on this bill. Thirteen days was just a
bit too quick for them to get around, and then the
member for Brighton came in here and said there are no
teeth to the bill, which makes you think, ‘What were
they doing for 13 days, and why were those extra
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24 hours they wanted the debate adjourned for so
drastically needed?’.
I think this is the start of a significant bit of work that
is being done on the Residential Tenancies Act 1997.
This bill tries to respond to challenges in our
community and our society. For 1.5 million people
their story is renting. I am one of those. I have never
owned property. I have rented from the south-eastern
suburbs all the way to Geelong when I went to
university at Deakin down at Waurn Ponds. Renting
has been a part of my life; it has been a part of my
wife’s life. It is a part of my generation, being the
youngest member in this chamber. My friends and my
colleagues are renting — even the member for Kew, I
think, is still renting in his community.
People in my patch are struggling to find the money to
buy into their suburbs. Their parents might own, but the
apartments are their story and their lifestyle, and a lot of
those are rental options. Of the jobs that are created in
Australia, about half of those are created in Victoria,
and half of those are created in the CBD. So the notion
of going and buying a house and land out on the fringes
of Melbourne’s suburbs is a story for some people, but
for people in my community along the Frankston train
line who want to remain in their local area, renting is a
big option. Around 30 per cent of my community rents.
Early on in my renting story short-term leases were
beneficial. If I rocked up to uni for my contact hours, a
year’s lease was probably enough for me with where I
would be. I was in West Geelong and in Belmont, and I
moved around for a couple of years. But now, after
starting a family and settling down, having a young
bubby, the need for certainty for my family, like the
need for certainty for so many families in the
Mordialloc electorate, is very important.
One of our fantastic local schools, Parkdale Secondary
College, has a zone. If your children are fortunate
enough to go to Parkdale Secondary College, you want
the certainty that you will be in the area for that period
of time. If you are able to come to terms with the
landlord in that agreement and are able to secure a
long-term lease with reasonable conditions and with the
protections under the Residential Tenancies Act, then
that might be a circumstance that is best for you and
your family. If you then have to move and you might
have multiple children going through a particular
school because you have had a long-term agreement
that has suddenly ended, you may potentially not be
able to afford to rent back into your community given
the demand for rental properties is so substantial. Just
the other day we looked at a place up the road in
Aspendale Gardens, and about 15 different sets of
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families rocked up. If you are competing for that and
you have just been told you have got a month to vacate
and are desperate for that certainty and security, then
that is a very big challenge for you.
The other big thing that was touched on briefly by a
couple of members is that the security of a long-term
lease or long-term renting is really important when you
have got pets. Depending on the animals you might
have — and I have got a couple of dogs — not all
landlords will think it appropriate to have pets, but
luckily my landlord does. We have been in our property
for a number of years and been fortunate enough to be
there for some time, but if we were to move, and be
going up against those 15 applicants in Aspendale
Gardens and were seen as less desirable because we
have a couple of pets, then we would really be at a
crossroads of how we were going to manage and
support our family, our pets and our obligations.
I have read with concern that the pressure on supporting
pets and animals is of great concern to the tenants
union, and I share those concerns in my own personal
experience if you have to relocate and are not able to
take your pets with you or able to find a solution. So a
long-term lease where a tenant and a landlord are able
to come to an agreement, with the security that is
similar to the arrangement I have in my personal
circumstances, is really important.
In my area I think of the surge in property prices —
some $400 000 increase in the median price in Chelsea.
It has gone towards $1 million, and it was around
$600 000 only a few years ago. Buying into my
electorate is becoming harder and harder for people,
and people are being priced out. Longer term leases in
that situation certainly could be the answer for a
number of people.
This is part of a long-term review of the Residential
Tenancies Act that started back in 2015, and I know
that options are being worked through at the moment
and being consulted on and discussed. It is hard to find
the balance between the needs and obligations of
landlords and also the protection of tenants, and that
work continues, but it is part of our broader work to
make housing safer and more certain for people and to
make sure that people have a roof over their heads. It
goes hand in glove with some of our support for first
home buyers with the abolishment of stamp duty — a
very important policy locally for some of the
developments that are happening in my area and some
of the people who are buying into some of the
subdivisions and apartments in my local community.
That gives people the opportunity to potentially
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consider getting into the property market where they
have not before.
So there are a range of works that the government is
doing that we can control, but I have to say that the
federal government also has to show leadership in this
space. There is only so much that the states can do, and
I think some of the reforms we are doing and some of
the investments we are making are really the maximum
effort that we can put out. The federal government
needs to show leadership. It needs to look at negative
gearing. It needs to talk about broader affordability. It is
not just enough for the federal Treasurer to say it is all
the states’ fault and step back; there are obligations that
the federal government also needs to meet the states on.
So it is a broader tranche of work.
I think longer term leasing gives certainty to our
communities, gives people options. I think something
that was implied by those opposite was that this is
mandatory, but it is an option for people and their
circumstances. Some of the market research suggests
that 50 per cent of landlords expressed an interest in
longer term tenancy agreements, as did 25 per cent of
tenants. That is a significant amount of the 30 per cent
of people in my community and my electorate who rely
on renting. So I look forward to the
consideration-in-detail stage of this bill and a broader
discussion of some of these important provisions,
which would give landlords and renters more certainty.
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next week, next month or next year, and if they take on
a lease in a long-term rental situation that they do not
know whether they can service, they are actually going
to be putting themselves under more stress. The thing
that they say they are most stressed about now is
actually the rising cost of living — things like power
bills, things like the cost of groceries. All the sorts of
costs that are going up stress them far more than
whether or not they have an ongoing lease. Of course if
they are a good tenant, no landlord or landlady is going
to throw them out, unless of course the property is
being sold, but then that is a different situation. But if
you have a good tenant in a property, you keep them.
They are gold. So I am not quite sure that we actually
need this.
The thing people have been to see me about over the
last few years is short-term leases and what happens at
short-term rental properties. If we take Airbnb — and I
am not saying that they are the only people out there,
but most people know what Airbnb is — and look at
what they are doing, for example, at a building in the
Docklands. There are owner-occupiers who want
amenity in their building. They want peace and quiet.
They want to know that there are not going to be people
running up and down the hallway, perhaps coming out
of a pool in bikinis or perhaps even with nothing on.
They want to know that people who are staying in their
building are going to treat it with the same respect that
those who own and occupy do.

Ms VICTORIA (Bayswater) — I too rise to make a
contribution on the Residential Tenancies Amendment
(Long-term Tenancy Agreements) Bill 2017. I note at
the outset that this is a bit of a nothing bill. Essentially it
provides for residential leases for people who want
something over five years. I say it is a bit of a nothing
bill because the Real Estate Institute of Victoria (REIV)
has circulated numbers from a survey that it put out in
which it asked renters how many of them wanted a
lease of over five years. They were asked about all sorts
of different things in various surveys, including what it
was that troubled them and why they wanted shorter or
longer leases. It came down to the fact that less than
3 per cent of renters who responded wanted a lease or
the possibility of a lease of over five years. So I look at
this and think: I have never in 11 years of being in this
place been spoken to, emailed or lobbied in the street
by people saying, ‘I want a longer term lease’.

There are extra conditions that the bill is putting in place
that some people might find onerous and that may lead to
a reduction in availability and an increase in prices.
When this goes through — and I have no doubt that it
will go through, as we are not opposing it — that is
something we will watch with great interest and
obviously tweak if it is creating issues later down the
track. Again this might be something that we only get to
find out over the next four or five years.

I understand people want surety. I understand landlords
may want surety. I am a landlady. I would love people
to stay in my place longer, but you also want the
appropriate checks and balances in place. Not
everybody actually wants a longer lease. A lot of
people are not sure whether they are going to have a job

If we have a look at what currently happens in a
lease — and I have been on both sides of this, as I have
been a tenant as well — three or four times a year the
landlord or an agent from the agency that the property
is rented through will come through and make sure that
the property is being well looked after. That is great.

What people have been coming to me and saying is that
they want security in relation to the type of short-term
tenants that may be staying. They have not been talking
about long-term leases at all. So I look at that and I
think: what could have been done in this bill? Could it
have looked at short and long-term leases, with the
long-term leases just being a very small part of this
rather than being the substantive part of it?
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Then at the end of the year obviously an assessment is
made as to whether the landlord wants to keep those
people on. As I said, if they are there and they are doing
the right thing, then they are gold. We do not
necessarily need a five-year lease to be able to say that
that is on.
I saw something in the newspaper saying there was a
young family who had been in a rental property and
were moved every year for four or five years. I looked
at that situation and at what happens around
Bayswater, and I thought that was not actually normal.
If they were good tenants, why would they be moved
on? If the property is being sold, again that is a
different situation, but if they are good tenants, why
would they be moved on by a landlord? There are
additional costs in cleaning, in advertising, in reletting
fees and all those sorts of things. So there is always
more to a story than what meets the eye.
If we have a look again at what I think this bill should
be about, which is short-term rental leases, I think what
we need to do is make sure that the sharing economy is
actually respectful of everybody. I would love to see
really good legislation come before the house. I have
spoken to the people who are involved in tourism who
obviously benefit from having lots of short-stay
availability in this city, especially in the city. It is a bit
like what we have just been through with the whole
Uber and taxi and hire car situation. The same sort of
thing applies when it comes to the sharing economy,
and we are talking about short-term rental — that it is
not a level playing field at this point in time.
For example, if you talk to a hotel owner, whether it be
a 3-star or a 5-star hotel, they will say the same thing —
that compliance is very expensive. They have got to
have sprinkler systems and those systems have got to
be tested weekly. There are occupational health and
safety compliance things that they need to go through,
and again they are dealt with on a weekly basis. There
are constant inspections by council, by tourism bodies
and by all sorts of different people who all have their
say in star ratings and whether a hotelier is compliant,
and the list goes on and on and on. They spend a good
deal of their time administering the business rather than
growing the business. Then you see those — if we take
Airbnb again — who might be doing, for example, a
one-room rental. That is fine. That might be a little bit
of extra income for them. We know that that goes
through the books, so they do have to pay tax. I do not
have an issue with that.
But there are those — if we look at again, say,
somewhere like the Docklands — where there might be
a person as an unofficial managing agent and they
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might actually be looking after 30 or 40 apartments in
some buildings. I know this happens a lot in
Queensland, and they have sinking funds and that type
of thing, such as management fees. It happens a lot in
holiday rental. But I do not know that that is the market
here in Melbourne. So I think what the government
could have done with this bill is look at the absolute
need, not what they are saying is a need. I suppose the
minister has to bring something to the house, but it does
not address the real need that people are coming to us
as MPs for.
If only 3 per cent of people who are surveyed by the
REIV are saying, ‘Yes, this is a good idea, we think
we’d like leases for longer than five years’, surely that
is something that can be negotiated between the agent
or the landlord and the tenant, with a renegotiation of
the lease after the five years. But what people are really
talking about is the surety of the short-term lease, of the
amenity within their building, and I would really much
prefer that we were standing here today talking about
what is affecting people’s lives and what we could be
doing to make sure that there is safety. If you look at
the Grenfell Tower in London, they are saying that
there were so many people in there that they did not
know about. They will never actually know what the
body count is. They will never actually know how
many people died. That is the sort of thing I think we
should be looking at: how do we avoid that sort of
situation? Again, if there were some sort of regulation
around short-term leases, then I think we would be
using the Parliament’s time far more constructively.
We are not going to stand in the way of this bill, but I
do think that it is not necessarily the one on which we
could have been spending Parliament’s time actually
making a great difference to the future of our state.
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — I also rise to
speak in support of the Residential Tenancies
Amendment (Long-term Tenancy Agreements) Bill
2017. I think we should see this bill as yet another great
step in the right direction in terms of providing secure
housing and affordable housing and as one aspect of
many changes and many things that this state Labor
government has implemented to make sure that people
have a roof over their head and are able to live in a
secure place.
In terms of the actual bill itself, this will deliver on the
Labor government’s commitment to make renting more
secure and stable by reviewing the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997. It is part of the plan for fairer,
safer housing, and it is an important part of our
commitment to ensure that people who rent have a
more secure and stable housing situation. It also allows
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of course for landlords to enter into longer agreements
so that they also have a steady income flow and they
know in terms of their investment what is going on for
up to five years.
I think one of the things that we often forget when we
are talking about bills and what they mean is what
they mean to people, and in this case, for people living
in a house, it is not just a house; it is a home. It is a
place where people raise their families and a place to
build their life, especially in the case of young
families, and it is so important to have stability in
where you live. We all know, if we have ever had to
change our children from one school to another, for
example, that can be a very disruptive and stressful
time for children. The legislation will allow for those
people that are renting to be able to enter into
five-year and longer-term lease agreements so that
they know that they will be able to stay in the place
that they are living in the long term.
In the current environment, where we know that
housing affordability is a big problem and fewer and
fewer people are able to buy their own home, where
more people are not actually choosing to rent but are
being forced to rent because they cannot afford to buy
their own home, we need to make sure that our laws
give the best protection to ensure that people can still
have a life that is secure even though they are renting.
We know that in other countries there are much
stronger laws around residential tenancy and there are
also more people that do rent, but they have better
protections than people do currently in Australia.
So this of course is a step towards making a more
secure situation for people that rent but also allowing
landlords to be part of that solution in terms of them
having a steady income from their place because of the
longer term lease. Of course there are also disruptions
for landlords with tenants on shorter leases wanting to
leave earlier. They need to then advertise and organise
to get other people in. So it is really good if there is a
commitment from both landlord and tenant to have a
longer lease of up to five years — if both parties are
happy with that and it works well.
Research shows that almost 40 per cent of private
renters have had to move house up to four times in five
years. I personally know of a number of residents —
constituents in the Thomastown electorate — who have
moved many, many times because the landlord has
sought for them to relocate, basically. This does not
necessarily have anything to do with whether they are
good tenants or not, but there are just circumstances
which mean the person may be required to move.
Perhaps there are extra demands put on the tenant or the
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rising costs of rent are such that they just cannot afford
to stay in that home and they have to leave and move
somewhere else.
Again in these instances of upheaval, particularly when
tenants have got children, we should be doing whatever
we can to make sure people are able to keep living in
the same home if they wish to. That of course is much
more preferable for their children and for them if they
have chosen to live in a particular area and want to stay
there and get used to the facilities that are in the area.
I think we should see this legislation again as part of an
overall situation where the Labor government is doing a
whole lot of things to help people put a roof over their
heads, whether it is the abolishment of stamp duty for
first home buyers up to $600 000 or cuts to stamp duty
on homes up to $750 000. The home owners grant has
been doubled for those in regional Victoria, and also
there are new suburbs being created. So this shows that
the Andrews Labor government is very serious and
very strong in this commitment that people should have
a good, secure place to live. This legislation provides
yet another part of the many changes we are making to
ensure that people in Victoria are happy with where
they live and content where they live and have secure
housing options.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to make a
contribution on the Residential Tenancies Amendment
(Long-term Tenancy Agreements) Bill 2017. The
purpose of the bill is to amend the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997 to provide for tenancy agreements
for a fixed term of more than five years and to make
some other amendments.
The main provisions within this bill are contained in a
number of clauses. Clause 4 inserts a definition of a
standard form tenancy agreement into the act. Clause 5
repeals section 6 of the act, which excludes the
application of the act to tenancy agreements for a fixed
term of more than five years. Clause 6 amends
section 26 of the act, which relates to the requirement
that written tenancy agreements be in a standard form.
Clause 7 inserts new section 26A, which relates to
prescribed prohibited terms in tenancy agreements for a
fixed term of more than five years.
New section 34A provides that an additional amount of
bond may be required by a landlord under a tenancy
agreement for a fixed term of more than five years. New
section 209AA provides that if a party to a fixed-term
tenancy agreement for more than five years has breached
a term of the tenancy agreement, the other party may
apply to VCAT for compensation. Clause 16 inserts new
section 237A, which provides that if a tenancy
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agreement for a fixed term of more than five years does
not comply with the requirements of new section 26A(1)
that it be in writing and in the prescribed standard form,
the tenant may give the landlord notice of intention to
vacate on a termination date of not less than 28 days after
the date on which the notice was given.
I think that this is a little bit about symbolism rather than
actually dealing with some of the issues that are there. I
do note that when Consumer Affairs Victoria undertook
a survey in 2016, only 3 per cent of tenants wanted a
lease of more than five years. In fact most wanted a lease
of less than two years, so what are we trying to do here?
That is why this has a little bit of a whiff of symbolism:
we may have a housing issue and we may have some
affordability issues, so we need to do something. That is
what I am worried about — that this is about doing
something without really achieving anything.
In my electorate, when tenants come through my
electorate office door with issues, it is not the length of
leases that is of concern to them; their concern is
around cost of living, and it has been very much so in
the last year. We now have the electricity retailers on
speed dial in our offices because people are coming in
who are struggling with their power bills. So having a
longer lease is not going to help them much with that at
all, particularly with those power prices that are far
higher. We have come off a winter that in some
respects was milder but in other respects was more
severe. There were a heck of a lot more coughs, colds
and flu around this winter, so therefore people have
been warming their houses to try to fend off the winter
ills or at least aid their recovery from the winter ills.
Thus they have got a power bill that they were not
expecting and, in many cases, simply cannot pay. That
is really becoming a large volume of work through my
office. I think the effort that people would want is to
lower the cost of living rather than lengthen the life of
their tenancy leases.
I am also concerned that this summer we will see our
shopping centre benches full of people sitting on them
who cannot afford air conditioning at home for various
reasons. This too has an impact on their quality of life,
but perhaps they can be assured that the shopping
centres all have backup generators so at least the air
conditioning will stay on during the heatwaves, which
is a concern in my area, as it is in many others.
When we have a long heatwave, everything gets
stressed at the end, including our power system, and of
course people will be concerned about just affording
that power to keep their houses cool. You will start to
find that this impacts on our health system as it bumps
along. For people whose health is a bit frailer, if they
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are not kept warm in winter and comfortable in
summer, then they will turn up at the most expensive
accommodation we have in our communities — that is,
our hospitals. This will again add costs to the state, and
it boils back down to that cost of living. It would be
better to address that rather than those longer leases,
particularly when we do not have that demand for those
longer leases.
Also, you then get into those awkward issues about
negotiating between landlords and tenants what is a
suitable term of lease, because there are two parties
involved. If the two parties involved want to go for a
lease longer than five years, so be it, but I would think
that a lot of people would not be that anxious to make a
commitment on either side of a tenancy arrangement
for longer than five years, and history has shown that. It
is a big commitment if you are a tenant to say you are
going to be there for five years. Equally it is a big
commitment for a landlord to say that they are prepared
to go greater than five years as well. I think that will
cause some issues.
Of course VCAT are already overloaded. Making work
for VCAT is something that I am sure they do not
desire this Parliament or anyone to do. They seem too
busy with so many things, and getting any sort of issue
resolved quickly at VCAT is now quite problematic.
That, I think, brings us back to where we began. It
would be really great if this was going to make a
difference to a great deal of people’s lives, but I am
concerned, particularly in my electorate, that it is not
going to, because it is just not going to address some of
those key issues that are front of mind with those who
are renting in Mildura and those who are landlords in
Mildura. I will leave those comments there. Perhaps
sometime soon we will do something that is of real
value to both tenants and landlords.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I am conscious the
hour is getting late. I know the opposition wants to take
this bill into consideration in detail, so I will not make
my usual, lengthy and robust contribution on such an
important piece of legislation. I will try and ensure that
brevity is the topic of the hour.
There are a few comments I would like to make about
this bill. I listened to the member for Lowan’s
contribution earlier. I think what we are looking at at
the moment is that the market is changing. Once upon a
time renting was seen as a vehicle for people who were
young, who were new or who were starting out before
they got their own home, or people who were working
in low-paying jobs and were vulnerable. As a
consequence of that you had probably a greater
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propensity to have short-term leases. What we are
seeing now, though, is that the market is changing quite
rapidly, and the regulatory framework needs to respond
to that.
A case in point, for example, is the notion of ‘build to
rent’. What we are seeing now increasingly is that
property developers will line up with industry funds or
investors to not just build and sell apartments or
dwellings but to build them, to hold them and to rent
them out. That is what we are moving towards, and
therefore you need to have a greater level of flexibility
in the regulatory framework to enable that to occur.
Sadly, I fear that we are increasingly becoming a nation
of landlords and serfs, and if that is where we are
headed, then we must make sure that the regulatory
framework is appropriate and in place to protect the
rights of tenants.
I listened to the member for Melbourne’s contribution
from my office, and I note that the member for
Melbourne has plagiarised, I think, comments made by
the federal member for Melbourne in relation to the fact
that we need to have a 1960s-style public housing
building boom. It is an interesting comment made by
both the federal member for Melbourne and the state
member for Melbourne because when that occurred in
the 1960s you had public servants coming into
so-called slums, decrying that those areas needed to be
evacuated. People were forcibly removed from their
homes. There was no consultation or discussion. The
areas were flattened and large-scale developments were
put in their place. This subsequently became the subject
of a royal commission into the land deals.
What I would ask the member for Melbourne is: are
you proposing that you want to have wide swathes of
inner Melbourne compulsorily acquired by the
Department of Health and Human Services for the
express purpose of having large-scale public housing
developments? Is that what you are saying, or is what
you are saying that we need to basically put all these
public housing tenants out on the fringes in greenfield
estates, far away from economic activity and far away
from transport linkages? ‘We want to look after public
housing tenants, but we just don’t want to live with
them’ — is that what the member is saying? Because I
am confused. You cannot have it both ways. If you are
talking about having a boom like we saw in the 1950s
and 1960s, that is exactly where you are headed.
The bill is important because we just need to make sure
that we provide that level of safety and security for
tenants. I accept that there will be some tenants who
will be quite happy to have short-term leases, and that is
fair and reasonable, but this is about giving tenants the
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option. It is about giving landlords the option. If they
wish to enter into a long-term leasing arrangement or
agreement with a tenant, then they can do so. We
absolutely must make sure that we try and provide and
enshrine those rights of tenants and give tenants the
protections that they require, given the uncertainties in
which we are living. The economy is changing. Society
is changing. It is vitally important that we ensure that
tenants have got those rights and that they are protected.
Finally, I do want to say that I am really pleased and
proud of some of the work that is happening across
some of the public housing estates. Broadacre public
housing estates are exercises in failure. Concentrating
disadvantage into a small area does not lead to good
social outcomes for tenants or the surrounding
community. The rebuild of public housing estates, like
what is going to happen in Flemington and Ascot Vale,
and in Brighton and in Hawthorn and in Heidelberg, is
going to be fantastic because it is going to ensure that
we can create mixed communities between the private
owner, the private tenant and the public housing tenant.
That is good public policy.
Mr Watt interjected.
Mr PEARSON — Condemning people to
disadvantage and economic dislocation for the
perpetuity of their lives and the lives of their children is
appalling social policy, and I am not surprised that it
would be supported by the member for Burwood.
Mr WATT (Burwood) — I rise to speak on the
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017. I rise to speak on this bill as
somebody who has been both a tenant and a landlord,
and for the member for Essendon’s interest, as someone
who has also been a public housing tenant. I find his
comments around public housing quite interesting — he
wants to cast aspersions on me, as a member of
Parliament who has been a tenant in public housing. But
nonetheless this bill is not about public housing.
What I would say is that this bill is nothing more than
window dressing — nothing more than the government
coming up with a brainwave and saying, ‘We’ve got no
idea what to do, so let’s think of a slogan. And then
after we have a slogan, let’s think about a marketing
plan. And after we’ve done a marketing plan, how do
we introduce some legislation that actually fits with it?’.
At the end of the day, there is nothing currently
prohibiting a person from entering into a contract of
more than five years to live in a property that is owned
by somebody else. Others can get up and tell me I am
wrong, and I am happy to be told that I am wrong, but
to my knowledge there is currently nothing stopping me
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from entering into a contract to live in a place owned by
another person — nothing.
This bill is not about providing opportunity and choice.
It is not about providing people with the ability to enter
into a contract for more than five years. The member
for Essendon said, ‘This will introduce flexibility’. Let
me tell the member for Essendon: more legislation and
more regulation does not introduce flexibility; it
actually reduces flexibility. Introducing more
legislation and more regulation makes it worse for
people. It actually makes it more difficult for people,
and it actually means that prices will go up. Rents will
go up if you force people to allow for five-year leases
or more. And we are not doing that — we are not even
saying that people have the right to go to their landlord
and say, ‘I want a five-year lease. Sign me up —
you’ve got no choice’. This will still be a choice, and
what we have heard from other members is that 3 per
cent of people might consider entering into a five-year
lease — might. But that does not mean the landlord will
want to enter into a five-year lease. As a landlord, I
would not have wanted to enter into a five-year lease.
As a tenant I would not enter into a five-year lease.
An example that we have heard from members opposite,
and particularly the example that I heard from the
Premier, was of somebody who was struggling because
they had moved four times in five years. Well, currently
if they can find a landlord that wants to enter into a
five-year lease, they can enter into a five-year lease. It is
already there. They could enter into a five-year contract
to stay in a place owned by another person for more than
five years. No, it would not be covered by the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997 — I accept that — but it is still a
contract, and they could still enforce the clauses in the
contract through legal mechanisms. They could also take
what is essentially a lease and make that a contract —
put in a term that is more than five years — and it would
still be a contract. They would still have the capacity
through the law to enforce that contract. So the concept
that we are introducing leases of more than five years is
rubbish. It is rubbish! All you are doing is bringing those
in to be covered by the act, which will mean that if a
person wants to enter into a contract for more than five
years, it will actually cost more money. More regulation
and more legislation equals more cost and less flexibility.
It is tripe!
I do not know, when I listen to contributions from
members opposite, whether they actually understand and
grasp this or whether they have just been fed their lines. I
know what it is like sometimes when you are a member
of Parliament, particularly when you are a member of the
government, and you are given your speaking notes.
They say, ‘This is what we’re doing today. Say this’.
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Sometimes you look at it and you go, ‘That actually
sounds like crap. It actually sounds like it’s not true. It
sounds like a bit of spin’. Well, you know what? It is; it
is spin. It actually is not going to help tenants, and it is
not going to help people in the rental market. It is
actually not going to make it easier for people to get into
the rental market. It is not going to make it easier for
people to have a five-year lease or more. It is not going
to help long-term tenants — it is not.
I am currently entered into a lease that is longer than
12 months. It is possible. But if somebody is coming to
the government and saying that they have had to move
four times in five years, that is not going to be solved
by this long-term lease provision, because none of the
landlords that they sign up with would want a five-year
lease — or more. If they did, they might already have
entered into a five-year lease.
It is not as though we are talking about somebody who
entered into a five-year lease and then got thrown out
and is upset about the fact that they could not enter into
a longer lease. I have not seen those examples. If
members opposite have those examples, please bring
them forward. I am happy to hear them. I have not
heard those examples. I have not heard examples of
people that have entered into an agreement to stay in a
place owned by somebody else for more than five years
who are saying, ‘I’ve got this contract, and I need to be
included in the Residential Tenancies Act because my
current contract doesn’t work for me and I need the
protections of the Residential Tenancies Act’. I am not
hearing those examples. If there are examples like that,
please jump up and give me those examples. I am
happy to hear them. I have not heard them yet.
I have concerns when I read the act. The current act
states:
26. Tenancy agreements to be in standard form
(1) If a tenancy agreement is in writing, it must be in
the prescribed standard form.

This is in the current act. It goes on:
(2) A landlord or tenant must not prepare or authorise
the preparation of a tenancy agreement in writing
in a form that is not in the prescribed standard
form.

There is a penalty of 5 penalty units. The act goes on:
(3) A failure to comply with this section does not make
the tenancy agreement illegal, invalid or
unenforceable.

Interestingly enough I could enter into a tenancy
agreement and it would still be enforceable — I would
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just have to pay the 5 penalty units. The tenant would
also have to pay the 5 penalty units. But apparently it is
still illegal. It is not invalid and it is still enforceable. So
as long as I am prepared to pay the fee, I can enter into
a contract for a lease which is not in the prescribed
form. Both the tenant and I would have to pay the fee.
If I was a landlord, I might actually cover the tenants
fee as well. Why not? That is if we get caught, because
if we do not get caught, there is no fee.
But the reason I raise that is because if you go to
clause 16, it talks about inserting section 237A, which
states:
Tenancy agreement for a fixed term of more than 5 years
does not comply with standard form
(1) This section applies if a tenancy agreement for a fixed
term of more than 5 years does not comply with
section 26(1A).

Keeping in mind that we know that section 26(1A) is
about an agreement being in writing, the point I make is
that it appears to me that this is retrospective. I am
happy for others to correct me, but it appears to be
retrospective inasmuch as new section 237A(2) states:
Despite any term of the tenancy agreement to the contrary,
the tenant may give the landlord a notice of intention to
vacate the rented premises.

Further, new section 237A(3) states:
The notice under subsection (2) must specify a termination
date that is not less than 28 days after the date on which the
notice is given.
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Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — To the member
who is happy to be wrong, what can I say? It reminds
me of the great Scottish bard, Robert Burns. Do
members remember the line, ‘Rab the Ranter, tore his
hair and cursed himself in his despair’?
Let me address what is in the bill. It might be a new
proposition about the difference between logic and
ranting and the facts. The substantive reform is that for
the first time the bill will enable landlords and tenants to
agree to enter into tenancy agreements of greater than
five years, which will be the subject of the protections of
the Residential Tenancies Act 1997. This is something
that has come out of the government housing
affordability strategy Homes for Victorians. It is noted
that many Victorians want the certainty of a longer term
lease. Although short-term leases are currently the norm
in Victoria, more than one in five renters have been in
their home for more than five years.
This is the critical point: people are looking for greater
certainty. We know that from intuition and experience,
and it is backed up by Consumer Affairs Victoria and
their market research for the review they did before the
act. They found that interest from landlords and tenants
is in longer term fixed tenancies, noting the critical
point about certainty.
We know this is even more critical at this time when we
are facing rising prices for homes and we are facing a
generational issue of younger people finding it incredibly
difficult to get into the home owners market — the great
Australian dream. This government is addressing this
issue on a whole range of perspectives.

If I have a contract which is not in the prescribed form, I
am just a little concerned — I do not know whether this
is the case and I am happy to hear that it is not — that it
would apply to a contract that was entered into prior to
the legislation passing. So I may have a contract with
somebody to rent a property which is for more than five
years, and it appears to me — and I am not sure whether
that is the case but I would love to hear that it is not —
that this would apply to a contract that had already been
signed prior to the passing of this bill and would alter
that contract. That is in and of itself retrospectivity.

I note one of the earlier contributions. The member for
Essendon was talking about affordable housing, and this
is something that I have put forward in the Creating
Opportunity: Postcodes of Hope strategy, that there is a
great area which is only 16 minutes from the heart of the
world’s most liveable city. It has blue-chip infrastructure,
two train lines in and a spur into the Ford site. The
Andrews government is widening the Tullamarine
Freeway, it has got a ring-road and it has got the
curfew-free international airport at the back door.

I am concerned because I do not believe that as a
Parliament we should be introducing retrospectivity into
any bill without being very specific as to why and what
the effect would be, and being very clear that we are
being retrospective — very clear that we intend it to be
respective, and very clear that there is a reason for the
retrospectivity. If I am wrong, I would love the minister
to jump up and tell me I am wrong — or the member for
Broadmeadows, who seems very eager to jump to his
feet. I am happy to be wrong, but I am concerned.

You do not have to be like the Prime Minister, going
to western Sydney and saying, ‘Here’s $5 billion and
we will build it ourselves’. We already have it. We
can aggregate these assets and opportunities. It also
has 2000 of the old housing commission homes that
were built in the 1950s. There are 13 square homes on
almost a quarter of an acre block. We have the
opportunity, I think, to unlock the value of that, to
provide an opportunity for first home buyers and give
them their chance. We can change the mix of the
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population with new industries, and we can design a
21st-century community.
We know that mythical proposition that is talked about
in politics from the national level to the state level, the
30-minute city. Well, it exists. It has a name — it is
called Broadmeadows. This is the area that can be the
heart and the hub for all of Melbourne’s north. Why
would we do that? Because it is four times the
population of Geelong, and within two decades it will
be the same as the current population of Adelaide. So
that is the proposition that we have.
Ms Couzens interjected.
Mr McGUIRE — I defer to the member for
Geelong. Of course Geelong is a great place and it offers
a whole other proposition, but I am saying there is also
Melbourne’s north as well. We should not have the
managed decline from the federal government as we go
through deindustrialisation. I have found an unspent
$1.324 billion out of the last budget in Senate estimates.
We just want our fair share — that is all we have ever
asked for, and that is all I have ever asked for as the
member for Broadmeadows and for Melbourne’s north.
Ms Couzens interjected.
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Ms KAIROUZ (Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation) — I thank the member
for her question. It is commonly accepted that the
existing rental cap in section 31 of the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997 is low and has become out of date.
This is a matter the government is currently looking at
adjusting as part of the broader review of the
Residential Tenancies Act. In the meantime there is a
power in the act to enable a higher weekly rental bond
cap to be prescribed that will apply to long-term
agreements pending implementation of the reforms
flowing from the wider review.
Ms KEALY — Again in relation to clause 1, there
is no consideration in the legislation to allow for rent
reviews, the sale of property, early termination by either
party or a change in circumstances for either
stakeholder. I have a couple of questions in relation to
this. Will rent arrears be covered under existing
section 246 of the act, and will landlords be able to
serve a 14-day notice when a tenant falls into arrears?
Further to that, why would a landlord choose a five-year
lease option when the bond amount is lower and there is
less security for them, there is no prescribed lease
agreement to use with adequate protections, and further
neither party has appropriate exit options available?

Mr McGUIRE — It is good to hear that the
member for Geelong is happy to share. She is a sharing
and caring person, and that is well regarded. I want to
keep the contribution tight because we are going to go
into consideration in detail. So with that, I commend
the bill to the house and say, let us actually see how we
can keep developing these strategies for more
affordable housing and give people the chance to be
part of the great Australian dream.

Ms KAIROUZ — I again thank the member for her
question. In terms of why tenants or landlords wish to
look at a longer term lease, that is certainly something
that has come up as part of the review of the Residential
Tenancies Act. Everything else in the act has not
changed — it is actually what is in the act at the
moment — and the longer term leases, all the rules, all
the laws are currently underpinned by the act.

Motion agreed to.

Clause agreed to; clauses 2 to 6 agreed to.

Read second time.

Clause 7

Consideration in detail
Clause 1
Ms KEALY (Lowan) — In relation to clause 1,
current legislation for other tenancies in relation to
bond moneys is one calendar month’s rent when the
rent is less than $350 per week, and at the owner’s
discretion when greater than $350 per week. The
proposed bond at $350 per week would be $350 by four
weeks, which is $1400, when in a current 12-month
tenancy agreement the expected bond amount would be
$1521. Why is the bond capped at the equivalent of
four weeks rent for long-term leases?

Ms KEALY — Deputy Speaker, thank you very
much for your tolerance with two new people at the
table who have never done consideration in detail in
these positions before. Thank you very much for
guiding us through this process.
In relation to clause 7, what are the prescribed
prohibited terms that new section 26A is referring to?
Can you provide some specific examples, and if no
example is available, why has this clause been included
in the bill?
Ms KAIROUZ — Thank you for your question. The
government does not have a list of items that it intends to
prescribe as prohibited terms at this time. The power to
prescribe prohibited terms is a reserved power that will
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enable a term to be prescribed by regulation to be a
prohibited term that cannot be included in the tenancy
agreement for a fixed term of more than five years. If
market experience shows evidence of the inclusion of
terms in tenancy agreements for a fixed term of more
than five years that are exploitative or unconscionable,
the government may make a determination to prescribe
those terms as prohibited terms.
The New South Wales Residential Tenancies Act 2010
lists a number of terms as prohibited terms that cannot
be included in a tenancy agreement and also includes a
power to prescribe additional terms as prohibited.
Prohibited terms under the New South Wales act
include a requirement that a tenant have the carpet
professionally cleaned at the end of the tenancy unless
the landlord of course has allowed the tenants to have a
pet on the premises, as is a term requiring a tenant to
take out any specified form of insurance. Another
prohibited term is a term exempting a landlord from
liability for any act or omission by the landlord, their
agent or their contractor.
Ms KEALY — I thank the minister for her
response. In regard to prescribed prohibited terms, I
have received a lot of feedback about concern by
landlords that this may preclude them from being able
to manage their property appropriately. Specifically
there has been a concern that this could, by the stroke of
a pen, include such terms as the tenant not having to
seek approval from the landlord for non-structural
modifications to the premises. That may include
somebody painting the internals or externals of the
house hot pink. If there is no prescribed prohibited term
in relation to not making any modifications without the
landlord’s express permission and having to return the
premises to the condition in which they received
tenancy of that property, the landlord could in fact end
up having to foot a huge bill and pay for extensive
repairs to bring the property back to a rentable
condition when that tenant leaves the property.
Also looking at prescribed prohibited terms, they may
include structural modifications. It may include taking
out a wall or putting a door in where there was not one
before. There is also the question about pets and
whether the landlord will still be able to have a term in
there that does not allow pets in a premises. If there is
a prohibited term to not have pets, it removes that
landlord’s right. Of course they cannot then also
include other aspects which the minister referred to
like the cleaning of carpets, if there has been a pet, or
de-fleaing the house — things for which I suspect the
landlord would then have to build additional costs into
the rental price. That is then going to push up rental
prices, often for those people who can least afford it.
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So my question is: can you guarantee that landlords
will not lose the right to object to pets, non-structural
modifications, smoking on premises and structural
modifications?
Ms KAIROUZ — Thank you very much for your
question. Currently the law that applies to all landlords
and tenants is under the current Residential Tenancies
Act 1997. We have got no intention to change any of
those laws.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — I raise a further issue
flowing on from the point raised by the member for
Lowan — that is, how is it intended that this new
section 26A will operate if a prescribed prohibited term
is laid down in future? The first part of the proposed
section 26A is that a landlord or tenant must not prepare
or authorise a tenancy agreement that contains a
prescribed prohibited term. That is understood. But the
proposed subsection (2) says if a tenancy agreement
contains a prescribed and prohibited term, that term is
void and unenforceable in relation to a fixed term of
more than five years. The question is: what happens if a
term is prescribed and prohibited while the lease is on
foot but after it has been entered into? I assume it is not
the government’s intention that a term that has been
entered into prior to it being prescribed becomes void
and unenforceable from the point at which it is
prescribed. I ask if the minister is able to provide that
commitment either now or between houses.
Ms KAIROUZ — I thank the member for his
question. The term would be void and unenforceable
only from the time that it is prescribed.
Mr CLARK — I am sorry to press the minister on
this. Her answer seems to imply that if there was a term
in a lease that was made a prescribed prohibited term
after the lease had been entered into, from that point on
that term would be void and unenforceable. That means
that while it would not have retroactive operation, it
would mean that a lease that had been entered into on a
set of terms would have one of those terms struck down
at the point at which it was made prescribed and
prohibited, which seems to have an effect on lease
contracts that have already been entered into. I am not
sure that is what the minister intended to say, but I think
it is quite an important point. So if the minister could
clarify that one way or the other, I would be grateful.
Ms KAIROUZ — Thank you very much for raising
that question. I would be happy to provide greater
clarification to the member between now and the bill’s
introduction into the Legislative Council.
Clause agreed to; clauses 8 and 9 agreed to.
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Clause 10
Ms KEALY — Minister, I have a couple of
questions in regard to clause 10. Proposed
section 34A(2) states that the landlord must give
120 days written notice to increase the bond, which can
only be asked for after the expiry of five years. This
means that landlords will have to wait until the expiry
of the five-year term to obtain the increased bond
money. The rent then increases, and at that time the
tenant can dispute the increase in bond payment,
claiming financial hardship. Could a tenant claim
financial hardship due to the rental increase, which
would then provide a barrier to the landlord being able
to apply an increased bond?
Ms KAIROUZ — Thank you for the question. The
earliest the landlord could give the tenant notice would
be 120 days prior to the expiration of the first five years
of the agreement. There is no obligation on the landlord
to give notice exactly at the end of the first five-year
term. They could give notice after the first five-year
period has expired. In terms of your question regarding
hardship, that is not a consideration if it is part of the
rental review or the annual rental increase; however,
they need to take into consideration the rental market.
Ms KEALY — I thank the minister for her
response. In relation to financial hardship, I refer to
section 34B, ‘Tenant may apply to VCAT to vary
additional amount of bond’, which states:
(2) VCAT may make any order that VCAT considers
appropriate if satisfied that not making an order would
result in severe hardship for the tenant.

Thus an increase in rent could mean the tenant will
experience financial hardship and therefore an
additional amount of bond may not be applied. I would
ask the minister to consider the question in terms of an
application to VCAT for the increase in bond to be
rejected as opposed to the tenant seeking to relocate to
an alternate premises to test the rental market, as she
said in her response.
Ms KAIROUZ — Thank you again for your
question. Where a tenant believes that paying the
additional amount of bond will cause them severe
hardship, new section 34B will allow them to apply to
VCAT, as you have mentioned. If VCAT agrees that
having to pay the additional bond within 120 days will
cause severe hardship to the tenant, VCAT will be able
to make the order it thinks appropriate. These orders
could include allowing the tenant additional time to pay
the required amount, allowing the tenant to pay the
additional amount by way of instalments or ruling that
the tenant is not required to pay any additional amount
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of bond, and this can all be determined by orders given
by VCAT. Severe hardship is not a new concept in the
act. VCAT already considers severe hardship when an
application is made to shorten the length of a fixed-term
tenancy agreement, and hardship is considered on a
case-by-case basis.
Clause agreed to; clauses 11 to 15 agreed to.
Clause 16
Ms KEALY — Minister, clause 16 refers to a
prescribed standard form; however, two prescribed
standard forms will be available, one for less than five
years and one for greater than five years. If either of the
prescribed standard forms can be used for long-term
leases, why even develop a prescribed standard form
for long-term leases? Why not just have the one
universal form? Further to that, my understanding is
that the prescribed standard form is not available. It was
not able to be supplied to me, because the prescribed
standard form has not been drafted yet. When will this
prescribed standard form be circulated to key
stakeholders for comment?
Ms KAIROUZ — Thank you very much for your
question once again. This is about giving landlords and
tenants a choice. They can continue to use the existing
prescribed form currently used for tenancy agreements
for a term of no more than five years, which they
already are familiar with, or they will be able to choose
to use the new form that is to be is prescribed
specifically for longer term agreements.
In relation to your question regarding the prescribed
forms that you have not had the opportunity to see yet,
the Victorian Government Solicitor’s Office is
currently developing a consultation draft of the form.
We are hoping that this will be completed sometime
next month so that we can take it to our stakeholders
for consultation.
Clause agreed to; clause 17 agreed to.
Clause 18
Mr CLARK — I raise an issue about the intended
notice period where notice to vacate is to be given for
no specified reason in relation to a lease of longer than
five years. At present the requirement under the
existing act is for 120 days. There is provision for a
longer period to be prescribed for leases longer than
five years. This is quite an important issue because the
philosophy, as I understand it, of the proposed longer
term leases is to give greater security of tenure —
indeed to give something more akin to a long-term
interest in the property to the tenant — but if that can be
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terminated on 120 days notice, then that potential
security of tenure, which is one of the advantages of a
five-year or longer lease, is lost.
From the point of view of the landlord, of course, the
longer the prescribed period, the less the degree of
flexibility, so it is a very important issue. Therefore I
would ask the minister for some clarification as to what
the government’s intention is about that prescribed
period. Furthermore, does it intend to have the same
prescribed period for all leases of longer than five
years, or could it potentially have a prescribed period
that is a specified fraction of the lease terms? For
example, for a long-term lease entered into for 20 years,
could you say it has to be a year’s notice, whereas if it
is for six years, perhaps it is six months notice. Could
the minister clarify that point?
Ms KAIROUZ — Thank you for your question.
The same notice period will apply unless a longer
notice period is prescribed in respect of the agreements
for a fixed term of more than five years. It is possible
that this may be necessary and fair as it may require
extra time to unwind a tenancy arrangement where a
tenant has been in occupation for a longer period or if
there are modifications to the premises that need to be
removed and the premises need to be restored to their
original position. The government has not made a
decision yet in relation to this; however, we do believe
it is extremely important that we consult with our
stakeholders, and hopefully between now and the
passage of the bill there will be some clarification.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The time set
down for consideration of items on the government
business program has arrived, and I am required to
interrupt business.
Clause agreed to; clause 19 agreed to.
Bill agreed to without amendment.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES AMENDMENT (REAL-TIME
PRESCRIPTION MONITORING) BILL 2017
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health).
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Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Energy prices
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — (13 041) My
adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change, and the
action I am seeking is that the minister take action to
ensure that her government provides relief for my
residents in regard to the ongoing problems they are
facing with increased energy prices.
My residents have raised significant concerns with me
regarding the increased energy prices they have been
facing over the term of this government but more
importantly since the closure of Hazelwood mine, the
energy producer. I have constituents in Wantirna South,
senior residents who are very concerned about the
increase they are facing in the cost of living, particularly
in regard to energy prices. Between December 2016 and
June 2017 their energy bill has increased by $91.46.
They have seen an increase from $133.78 to $225.24.
This is of grave concern to these families.
Another resident who has raised concerns says she is
not sure how she is going to manage her own bills once
she retires. We have others who have said they are
facing a range of other problems, for example, in the
area of gas. This is all happening under the watch of
this minister.
I know that this government has no plans to provide
relief or support to Victorians. We have seen that the
Andrews government is spending $250 million to
$350 million of taxpayers money in regard to their
energy target, but Victorian families are in debt of up to
$18 000 as a result of increased power prices. According
to the Essential Services Commission’s latest report,
some Victorians will be forced to pay an extra $357 on
their energy bill this year. Customers are facing payment
difficulties, where significant increases in energy prices
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have led to 12 718 Victorian households being
disconnected from an essential service. This is a rise of
2000 households in just three months.
We are talking about people, we are talking about
families and we are talking about people on fixed
incomes. We are talking about their access to a basic
essential service, and that is the right to access cheap
and reliable energy. To date this government has not
provided my community with any relief or any
understanding of how they are going to provide relief.
Again I call on the Minister for Energy, Environment
and Climate Change to take action and explain what
she will be doing to provide cheaper, reliable energy —
electricity specifically — for my residents.

Broadmeadows electorate cyber clubs
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — (13 042) My
adjournment request is of the Minister for Small
Business, Innovation and Trade. What is the minister
doing in the cyberspace for my constituents? What I am
looking for is a response that covers the full span, from
education to job opportunities, whether that is in
cybersecurity or whether it is in creating cyber
education clubs with schools. I am looking for a
response on that going right across the sector, from
lifelong learning to jobs.
In particular I would like to propose funding to build
cyber clubs for the 13 schools in the Broadmeadows
electorate as an extension of the global learning village
model for lifelong learning. Cyber clubs would run
alongside the Victorian curriculum where, for the first
time this year, schools are introducing students to digital
technologies vital for the future. Cyber clubs would also
add to the Victorian government’s groundbreaking
science, technology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM) education strategy, which is critical.
Such an initiative is important because the STEM skills
gap will take too long to fill using traditional methods.
Cyber clubs are a low-cost initiative Victoria could use
to fast-track talent development. Director of cyber
science and technology at Loyola Blakefield college in
Baltimore, Maryland, Steve Morrill has successfully
pioneered this concept, so we have proof of that.
La Trobe and Deakin universities, along with some of
Victoria’s leading schools in STEM, hosted his recent
masterclass workshops.
I am seeking seed funding as well to develop cyber
clubs in Broadmeadows to add to the innovation that
has earned Broadmeadows international recognition.
Cyber clubs are not only important to provide skills for
new jobs but to help compensate for the former
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one-term Victorian coalition government’s decision to
axe funding for the IdeasLab at the Hume Global
Learning Centre in Broadmeadows — a collaboration
between Microsoft, Intel and Cisco Systems, second in
the world only to London.
This is the collaboration model. How do we actually
build the jobs, as I said, from cybersecurity right
through to education? I think that is absolutely in the
public interest. I know that the minister is driving this
agenda, and I am just seeking his support for my local
community.

Caulfield electorate schools road safety
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — (13 043) My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety. The action I seek is that the minister
provide funding to improve safety at pedestrian
crossings around schools in my electorate. I have raised
this a number of times with the minister, and I do
acknowledge that a number of VicRoads studies and
reports have been done, but these schools desperately
need funding to ensure that the children are safe around
the schools they come to and from.
I acknowledge the work that Ruth Gordon has been
doing at Glen Eira College. I mentioned that this
morning when presenting some petitions to the house.
They desperately require a 40-kilometre zone running
during school hours and an active electronic display to
show the limit so drivers can see it when they are
coming to and from the school. There have been a
number of near misses at the school, so this is
desperately required.
The Shelford Girls Grammar pedestrian crossing I raise
again. They are in desperate need of electronic speed
signs and pedestrian-activated mounted lights as ways
their children can be kept safe. This is something that
the school council and the principal have taken up. The
pedestrian crossing would be around Hood Crescent.
We desperately need some action there.
Again Caulfield Grammar School, which the member
for Sandringham attended, is desperately in need of
some pedestrian lights. They have tried to get
pedestrian lights installed, without success. The school
community is asking for the installation of
pedestrian-activated pole-mounted lights at the
Elizabeth Street–Mcwhae Avenue intersection.
Finally, St Kilda Primary School requests that
permanently flashing 40-kilometre-zone electronic
signage is placed on the Chapel Street side of St Kilda
Primary School so that children are safe to cross the
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road. This is something that the parent body have taken
up. They have also taken it up with the City of Port
Phillip, with no success.
This is very important. All of these schools have been
advocating for some time. They have been told by the
minister and by VicRoads that they are a priority, but
they are on the list and there is no funding available.
There is one thing that is more important than anything,
and that is kids’ safety. I therefore request that the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety do something to
ensure these kids are safe and to ensure this vital
equipment is installed so that the kids can travel to and
from school safely, without fear of being hit by cars
travelling past these particular intersections.

Northern suburbs netball facilities
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) — (13 044) I
appreciate the opportunity to raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Sport. The action I seek is
that the minister provide an update on the rollout of the
Andrews Labor government’s $10 million netball court
program in Melbourne’s inner north, particularly in the
Pascoe Vale area. The upgrade of two netball courts to
competition-ready status at Martin Reserve in Coburg
has already been completed. As part of this program,
netball projects will also take place at John Pascoe
Fawkner Reserve in Oak Park and Cole Reserve in
Glenroy. These projects will bring immense benefits to
the local community, but I ask the minister for an
update on the whole of the program within my area.
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block of land which has been vacant for a considerable
amount of time.
Another key concern for my residents is that there has
been an appalling lack of consultation from the
government. A letter was sent out from the government
on 21 August 2017 inviting residents to a consultation
session. It then told them the project was going ahead
anyway in September. There was a meeting held on
Monday, 28 August, and 100 people were let into the
meeting, but then 100 people were locked out of the
so-called government consultation meeting. You can
imagine their anger on top of the fact that they are
genuinely fearful for their kids, for themselves and for
their lifestyle. On top of this the government held
another meeting on 4 September, and residents were
allocated only 25 minutes to ask their questions.
The community is not against public housing. There is
public housing in the area now. It is an area of
significant public housing, and many of those people
obviously have been caught up in legitimate concerns
about why this level of care is needed on that site. I
suggest to the minister that he could use this land for
another public housing purpose, and I have written to
him to that effect. However, there are a number of
people who say he could sell the land for $3.5 million
or $4 million, and that would significantly contribute to
the cost of the $9.8 million Towards Home program. At
this stage my request of him is that he stop the project.
He can use the land for another public housing purpose.

Wingate Avenue Community Centre
Brighton East housing project
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — (13 045) The issue I have
is with the Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing,
and the background to my issue is that the government
has a number of projects badged under the Towards
Home program. The action I am seeking of the minister
for housing is that he stop the 226–228 South Road,
East Brighton, project. This project involves a number
of relocatable homes, including one for a staff member
to be on site 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
There is significant concern amongst the Brighton East
community on a number of grounds — firstly, the
project itself. Council of course is deeply concerned,
but it has no planning jurisdiction over these
relocatables at all, and clearly residents will have views
about the visual amenity of the project. That is a
concern. Most significantly in terms of the project
itself, many people are fearful for their safety. They are
fearful for their safety around why there needs to be a
24-hour, seven-day-a-week staff person on site with the
people that the government has chosen to live on this

Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — (13 046) I direct my
adjournment matter to the Minister for Training and
Skills in the other place, and I ask the minister to
come out to the Wingate Avenue Community Centre,
a local training provider and Jobs Victoria
Employment Network recipient on the Ascot Vale
public housing estate.

Sandringham electorate planning
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — (13 047) I
wish to direct my matter to the attention of the Minister
for Planning. The action I seek from the minister is that
either he or a member of his staff visit the Sandringham
electorate to review the impact upon the electorate of
increased density and the change to height limits. There
are a number of unplanned consequences of increased
density of development in terms of lack of access to
reasonable services, lack of open space and lack of
access to public transport, and there is also the impact
upon the vegetation level within the City of Bayside,
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which has been a feature of the district and certainly
within the Sandringham electorate.
At the start of the 58th Parliament there was a decision
to remove the height limits that were applicable within
the Mentone precinct — the Mentone activity centre —
and there was a concern as to the potential impact of
increased density. It is disappointing that a number of
the planning designs do not take into account planning
aesthetics or design aesthetics that accommodate the
heavily vegetated nature of the district.
The suburb of Beaumaris is defined by Ricketts Point,
and the vegetated reserve on the land side of Ricketts
Point and further in is a deeply valued amenity. The
heathlands in that precinct and the conservation
reserves of Gramatan Avenue, Long Hollow and Bay
Road — to name a few of the reserves — are deeply
valued, and there is a keenness on the part of many
people in the district to preserve and retain the
heathland vegetated aspects of the Sandringham
electorate and also to ensure there is sufficient access to
services within the district so that if population is to
double in metropolitan Melbourne over the next
20 years or so, there is certainty that there would be
reasonable access to facilities, as I mentioned earlier, in
relation to appropriate infrastructure, educational
facilities, health facilities and recreational land.
There is also the issue in relation to future
developments on the CSIRO land and the Gas and Fuel
site, which is a matter of major importance.

McLeod Road, Patterson Lakes
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) — (13 048) My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety, and the action I seek is that the minister
provide an update to my local community in Patterson
Lakes about the new McLeod Road pedestrian
crossing. Residents of the Patterson Retirement Village
and residents from surrounding streets have advocated
long and hard for a pedestrian crossing that will get
them safely across McLeod Road to the shops,
restaurants and bus stop.
I am delighted that I was able to secure funding for this
tremendous safety and access initiative, and I want to
sincerely thank the members of the Patterson
Retirement Village and the local community for their
work in bringing this important issue to my attention. I
know members of the local community are very keen to
receive an update from the minister on the new
pedestrian crossing.
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Yarra Valley bus services
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — (13 049) I rise with an
adjournment matter for the Minister for Public
Transport. The action I seek is that the minister review
the bus timetabling in the Yarra Valley. In particular I
refer to routes 683 and 685.
The needs of people in the Yarra Valley have changed
in line with changes to the broader area. It would be
good to have a modern service that better reflects
community needs. If we consider route 685 between
Lilydale and Healesville, which is run by McKenzie’s,
anyone driving between these towns would drive
directly. However, the bus route runs via Yarra Glen.
This is particularly frustrating for many commuters and
unsurprisingly many choose to drive to Lilydale and
park at the station. Consideration needs to be given to
direct routes to Lilydale from both Healesville and
Yarra Glen during peak periods. There are a couple of
direct services from Healesville, which is good for the
people of Healesville but not so good for the people of
Yarra Glen, who miss out on those slots. The provision
of direct services may be attractive for growth in the
area and may potentially alleviate the parking stress at
Lilydale station.
The Sunday timetable has not changed in 25 years.
There is a lot of tourism in the area and tourism is a
key employer. The vineyards are popular, as is the
Chocolaterie now as a key destination. Getting people
out into this area is very important, and having public
transport to help facilitate that is of prime importance.
I also would suggest that the review include bus stops,
with consideration given to a bus stop at Healesville
hospital. I am sure those living on both routes would
like to see Sunday services reflect the current Saturday
timetables.
The needs along the Warburton Highway are slightly
different. A very early weekday service could be as early
as 4.15 a.m. to connect with a 5.32 a.m. service from
Lilydale. This would allow people to catch connecting
services to the Bayswater North industrial precinct. We
have a lot of younger people who work in that hub at
Bayswater, and it would be terrific if they had this option
to help them get to work. As with the 685 service, a later
service from Monday to Thursday for people living on
the Warburton Highway that reflects the Friday timetable
would certainly be welcomed.
Revisiting a cross-valley service linking Warburton and
Healesville might also be worthwhile. The feedback
from the previous trial, which did not come to fruition
on a permanent basis, was that it was being operated at
the wrong times of the day and therefore was not
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viable. A service that catered for students and office
workers in the morning, say between an 8.30 and 8.45
arrival, a lunchtime shopper service and an afternoon
return service between about 4.00 and 4.30 is likely to
be much more suitable.
Reviews have been undertaken in the past and
recommendations have been made previously;
however, those recommendations were not adopted. So,
Minister, I urge you to modernise the timetabling for
bus services in the Yarra Valley, and when you get
recommendations I urge you to actually implement
them and provide us with a better service.

Edithvale Life Saving Club
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — (13 050) My
adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Energy, Environment and Climate Change. The action I
seek is that the minister direct the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning to closely
work with the City of Kingston to broker a design and
building solution to comply with the Coastal
Management Act 1995 for Edithvale Life Saving Club.
This is a fantastic lifesaving club in my electorate, and
it will celebrate its centenary in 2019. It is a club that
supports some of the 22 000 visitors that flock to
Edithvale beach each and every summer. It has a
wonderful committee that is also dedicated to
supporting our first-generation Australians, who in the
case of some countries have been landlocked and have
never seen water or the ocean. They are supporting our
migrant communities and our refugee communities to
learn safety around beaches and around our waterways.
Recently we hit a bit of a hurdle with the current
designs not complying with the Coastal Management
Act and some of those plans needing to be redesigned.
This is a disappointing setback but something on which
we need to work together with the City of Kingston and
the department to try to get the best solution, because
we do not want this project held up unnecessarily. It is a
partnership with the state government, with
$1.5 million from the Victorian government, and the
City of Kingston, with a more than $1.9 million
investment, so everyone wants to see this project go
ahead. Everyone wants to see the benefits of this
project, and the very important thing is that these
wonderful volunteers continue, day in, day out through
our warmer months, to support our community
members to keep them safe and ensure that people are
safe around our water and our beaches. In conclusion I
ask the minister to direct the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning to work
collaboratively with the City of Kingston to broker a
solution in the fastest possible time.
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Responses
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — I thank the honourable member for
Brighton, and I know her heart really was not in that
proposition. I know that she delivered it on behalf of the
Liberal Party candidate for Brighton, given that the
Liberal Party candidate for Brighton has been running a
shameless fearmongering campaign on this issue.
Ms Asher — On a point of order, Speaker, if the
minister wants to spar with the candidate for Brighton
when he becomes the member, he can do that in
December 2018. I have raised an issue of genuine
concern on behalf of my constituents. I am pleased the
minister is in the chamber, and I would like him to
address the issue I raised.
The SPEAKER — The minister.
Mr FOLEY — I will certainly do that, Speaker. The
Towards Home program is a direct response to the
homelessness crisis that we face as a community.
Earlier this year — as I am sure all honourable
members will be only too aware — we saw a homeless
encampment on the streets of the city. Those people,
oddly enough, do not come from the City of
Melbourne; they come from all over Victoria and
indeed from all over Australia.
This should be by any means a national program. Sadly,
what we have nationally is more people being forced into
homelessness through a whole series of social and other
policy measures. To leave those aside for the moment,
the Victorian government’s responsibility is to make sure
that we deal with people in the most urgent housing
crisis, and those are people that we find, sadly, not just
on the streets of Melbourne. If anything, the streets of
Melbourne’s central city district probably reflect a
minority of people who are rough sleeping in our
community. In our suburbs, in our regions, there are
people sleeping on foreshores, in cars, in sporting clubs,
including, can I say, in the district of Brighton. So in
regard to this particular series of projects that is the
Towards Home program, this is a series of five such
investments where wraparound, 24/7 care is provided to
very vulnerable people to get them housed first.
The current dominant idea globally in comparative
jurisdictions is to secure people, house them and bring
the services that they need to get the support they need.
We have some similar projects being rolled out in
Preston, in Reservoir, in Brighton and in a number of
other areas. Oddly enough, it is the exact same
consultation process, including with council, including
with neighbours. And can I say for the record that the
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City of Bayside, when consulted some months ago,
raised no objections whatsoever. That is on the record,
and feel free to check with your friend the mayor and a
whole range of others in terms of how this could be
delivered. There were no concerns raised.
It was only as a result of not the honourable member, I
grant, but the Liberal Party candidate who has been
raising a series of falsehoods around the program. Some
of the material that he has been distributing is bordering
on malicious in terms of stigmatising those people who
are homeless —
Ms Asher — On a point of order, Speaker, an
adjournment issue is not an opportunity for a minister
to malign and make comments about people he does
not like. On my side an adjournment issue was raised in
good faith on a policy question, and again I reiterate
that I am grateful the minister is in the house, but his
answer needs to be relevant to the issue that I have
raised with him, which is residents’ concerns.
Mr FOLEY — On the point of order, Speaker, the
residents’ concerns, well beyond the member for
Brighton’s earnest advocacy, have been raised directly
with me by a number of the residents in that area, and
they have flagged that they have been advised by the
Liberal candidate, so I think that is just context setting.
But for the sake of the smooth running of the house I
will refrain from such further advice.
Let me assure the honourable member for Brighton that
homelessness is not something that is peculiar to any
community. It is an issue for us all, and we need the
wraparound support services for those at the extreme
end of the homelessness equation, our rough sleepers,
who disproportionately have all sorts of complex needs,
which is potentially why they are homeless. There is an
argument about which came first — the needs or the
homelessness — but that mix makes people vulnerable,
and unless you deal with those vulnerabilities in an
intensive way you will just perpetuate the cycle of
homelessness.
So whether it is Reservoir, whether it is Preston,
whether it is Brighton, whether it is the regions or
whether it is the outer suburbs, we make no apology for
this program. It is a program that we are proud of,
together with our wider Homes for Victorians program,
which indeed your colleagues in the upper house,
together with the Victorian Greens, have sought to
oppose. We take the view very strongly that
homelessness is an issue for us all, and I would gladly
offer the member for Brighton a briefing from the
homelessness policy team as to both the thinking
behind and the rationale for the delivery of the Towards
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Home program in the effort and in the hope that she
could become an advocate for this important program
in her own community and perhaps amongst the wider
opposition benches.
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Police) — A number of
members raised a number of issues with a range of
ministers, and I will pass those issues on.
The SPEAKER — The house is now adjourned.
House adjourned 5.29 p.m. until Tuesday,
19 September.

2754

ASSEMBLY

MEMBERS INDEX
ASSEMBLY

MEMBERS INDEX

BRITNELL, Ms (South-West Coast)
Bills

ANDREWS, Mr (Mulgrave) (Premier)
Absence of ministers, 2597
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2531, 2577
Points of order, 2601, 2703
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Electorate office budgets, 2598, 2599, 2600, 2601, 2603, 2701,
2702, 2703, 2704, 2705
Ministers statements
Caulfield-Dandenong line level crossings, 2598
economy, 2702
West Gate tunnel project, 2602

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2717
BULL, Mr J. (Sunbury)
Adjournment
Sunbury Downs College and Sunbury Heights Primary School,
2671
Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2715
Constituency questions
Sunbury electorate, 2604
Members statements

ANGUS, Mr (Forest Hill)
Members statements
Freda Miles, 2589
Vermont Secondary College, 2588
Voluntary assisted dying, 2589
Whitehorse Netball Association, 2589
Whitehorse United Soccer Club, 2589
Petitions
Safe Schools program, 2579
Voluntary assisted dying, 2579

Victoria State Emergency Service Sunbury unit, 2683
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee
Alert Digest No. 12, 2581
BULL, Mr T. (Gippsland East)
Constituency questions
Gippsland East electorate, 2604
BURGESS, Mr (Hastings)
Constituency questions

ASHER, Ms (Brighton)

Hastings electorate, 2708

Adjournment
Brighton East housing project, 2750
Bills
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2732
Members statements
New Street, Brighton, development, 2680
Points of order, 2752, 2753

CARBINES, Mr (Ivanhoe)
Adjournment
Reconciliation Banyule, 2669
Business of the house
Program, 2584
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2565

BLACKWOOD, Mr (Narracan)

CARROLL, Mr (Niddrie)

Members statements

Bills

Olivia’s Place, 2681
BLANDTHORN, Ms (Pascoe Vale)
Adjournment
Northern suburbs netball facilities, 2750
Members statements
Malcolm McIlvena, 2591

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2724
Budget papers 2017–18, 2654
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2570
Constituency questions
Niddrie electorate, 2709

i

MEMBERS INDEX
ii

ASSEMBLY

Members statements
Keilor Football Club, 2588
CLARK, Mr (Box Hill)
Bills
Corrections Legislation Further Amendment Bill 2017, 2579
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2746, 2747

DIXON, Mr (Nepean)
Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2726
Constituency questions
Nepean electorate, 2709
Petitions
Mornington Peninsula planning, 2579

Business of the house
Program, 2583
Economic, Education, Jobs and Skills Committee
Reference, 2684
Points of order, 2599, 2601, 2705
COUZENS, Ms (Geelong)
Bills
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2734
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2543

DONNELLAN, Mr (Narre Warren North) (Minister for Roads and
Road Safety and Minister for Ports)
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Ministers statements
regional and rural roads, 2603
roads, 2707
EDBROOKE, Mr (Frankston)
Budget papers 2017–18, 2660
Economic, Education, Jobs and Skills Committee
Reference, 2687

CRISP, Mr (Mildura)

EDWARDS, Ms (Bendigo West) (The Deputy Speaker)

Bills

Bills

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2720
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2740
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2551
D’AMBROSIO, Ms (Mill Park) (Minister for Energy, Environment
and Climate Change and Minister for Suburban Development)

Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017,
2643
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2560
Members statements
Bendigo groundwater project, 2593
Statements on reports
Family and Community Development Committee: services for
people with autism spectrum disorder, 2594

Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2559
Matters of public importance
Energy policy, 2620
Members statements
BAPS Shri Swaminarayan mandir, Melbourne, 2678
Marymede Catholic College, 2677
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Energy security, 2706, 2707

EREN, Mr (Lara) (Minister for Tourism and Major Events,
Minister for Sport and Minister for Veterans)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2539
Members statements
Geelong cricket events, 2587
Points of order, 2594
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Ministers statements: tourism, 2705

DIMOPOULOS, Mr (Oakleigh)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2576

MEMBERS INDEX
ASSEMBLY
FOLEY, Mr (Albert Park) (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing, Minister for Mental Health, Minister for Equality and
Minister for Creative Industries)

Constituency questions

Adjournment

Members statements

Brighton East housing project, 2752

iii

Yan Yean electorate, 2710

Terry Twomey, 2590

Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2713
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2564
Points of order, 2753
FYFFE, Mrs (Evelyn)

GUY, Mr (Bulleen) (Leader of the Opposition)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2532
Points of order, 2598, 2599, 2601, 2701, 2703, 2704
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Electorate office budgets, 2597, 2598, 2599, 2600, 2601, 2603,
2701, 2702, 2703, 2704, 2705

Budget papers 2017–18, 2663
Constituency questions
Evelyn electorate, 2709
Petitions
Maroondah Highway, Lilydale, 2675
Voluntary assisted dying, 2675
GARRETT, Ms (Brunswick)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2545
Members statements
Malcolm McIlvena, 2593
Merri Creek Primary School, 2593

HALFPENNY, Ms (Thomastown)
Bills
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2739
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2573
Constituency questions
Thomastown electorate, 2604
Members statements
Kawdar Elsafatli and Ramy Aljalil, 2589
HENNESSY, Ms (Altona) (Minister for Health and Minister for
Ambulance Services)
Condolences

GIDLEY, Mr (Mount Waverley)
Matters of public importance
Energy policy, 2629

Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2534
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Ministers statements: Health Service Violence Prevention Fund,
2601

GRALEY, Ms (Narre Warren South)
Constituency questions
Narre Warren South electorate, 2709
Statements on reports
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee: budget estimates
2016–17, 2606

HIBBINS, Mr (Prahran)
Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2714
Business of the house
Program, 2585

GREEN, Ms (Yan Yean)
Adjournment
Laurimar Primary School, 2672
Bills
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017,
2612
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2556

Economic, Education, Jobs and Skills Committee
Reference, 2688
Petitions
Greyhound muzzling, 2675

MEMBERS INDEX
iv

ASSEMBLY

HODGETT, Mr (Croydon)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2537
Members statements
Croydon City Arrows Soccer Club, 2676
Points of order, 2598, 2600
HOWARD, Mr (Buninyong)
Bills
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017,
2640
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2721
HUTCHINS, Ms (Sydenham) (Minister for Local Government,
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and Minister for Industrial
Relations)
Bills
Long Service Leave Bill 2017, 2579, 2683
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2731
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2607
Members statements
Melton Highway level crossing, 2680
Taylors–Kings roads, Delahey, 2680

Constituency questions
South Barwon electorate, 2604
Members statements
Oishi-m, 2678
Onam festival, 2679
Torquay Bowls Club, 2679
KEALY, Ms (Lowan)
Adjournment
Kaniva Community Hub, 2669
Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2665, 2699
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2727, 2745, 2746, 2747
Members statements
Dimboola Boat & Waterski Club, 2589
Horsham Motorcycle Club, 2590
Rupanyup roads, 2590
Western Highway road safety, 2590
KILKENNY, Ms (Carrum)
Adjournment
McLeod Road, Patterson Lakes, 2751
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2542

KAIROUZ, Ms (Kororoit) (Minister for Consumer Affairs, Gaming
and Liquor Regulation)

Members statements
Equal Pay Day, 2592

Bills
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2745, 2746, 2747, 2748
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2536
Members statements
Caroline Springs police station, 2587
Eid ul-Adha, 2586

KNIGHT, Ms (Wendouree)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2550
Members statements
AFL Ballarat match, 2677
LANGUILLER, Mr (Tarneit)
Condolences

KATOS, Mr (South Barwon)

Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2574

Adjournment
Ghazeepore Road, Waurn Ponds, level crossing, 2670
Bills
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017,
2613
Business of the house
Program, 2585

LIM, Mr (Clarinda)
Bills
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017,
2614
Members statements
Gary Qiang Li, 2680

MEMBERS INDEX
ASSEMBLY
McCURDY, Mr (Ovens Valley)

MORRIS, Mr (Mornington)

Constituency questions

Bills

Ovens Valley electorate, 2708
Members statements
Alpine Valleys Community Leadership Program, 2587
St John’s Village, Wangaratta, 2587
Wangaratta Kennel and Obedience Dog Club, 2587
Statements on reports
Environment, Natural Resources and Regional Development
Committee: control of invasive animals on Crown land, 2595

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2712
Budget papers 2017–18, 2648
NARDELLA, Mr (Melton)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2575

McGUIRE, Mr (Broadmeadows)

NEVILLE, Ms (Bellarine) (Minister for Police and Minister for
Water)

Adjournment

Adjournment

Broadmeadows electorate cyber clubs, 2749
Bills
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2744
Business of the house
Program, 2585
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2569
Statements on reports
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee: budget estimates
2016–17, 2596

Broadmeadows electorate cyber clubs, 2753
Caulfield electorate schools road safety, 2753
Edithvale Life Saving Club, 2753
Energy prices, 2753
McLeod Road, Patterson Lakes, 2753
Northern suburbs netball facilities, 2753
Sandringham electorate planning, 2753
Wingate Avenue Community Centre, 2753
Yarra Valley bus services, 2753
Bills
Corrections Legislation Further Amendment Bill 2017, 2579,
2689, 2696
Condolences

McLEISH, Ms (Eildon)
Adjournment
Yarra Valley bus services, 2751
Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2723
Condolences

Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2551
Economic, Education, Jobs and Skills Committee
Reference, 2686
Members statements
Women in policing, 2678
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Ministers statements: Murray-Darling Basin, 2704

Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2549
Members statements
Speak Up Alexandra, 2682
Statements on reports
Family and Community Development Committee: services for
people with autism spectrum disorder, 2597, 2606
MERLINO, Mr (Monbulk) (Minister for Education and Minister
for Emergency Services)
Condolences

NOONAN, Mr (Williamstown) (Minister for Industry and
Employment and Minister for Resources)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2537
Members statements
Clara Jordan-Baird, 2679
School breakfast clubs, 2679
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Ministers statements: Melbourne Metro rail project, 2603

Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2533
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Ministers statements: schools enterprise agreement, 2600

v

NORTHE, Mr (Morwell)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2559

MEMBERS INDEX
vi

ASSEMBLY

O’BRIEN, Mr D. (Gippsland South)
Matters of public importance
Energy policy, 2626
Members statements
Biggest Ever Blokes Barbecue, 2680
County Court Sale sittings, 2679
Gippsland South electorate football, 2680
Sale TAFE services, 2679
Petitions
Poowong public transport, 2675
PAKULA, Mr (Keysborough) (Attorney-General and Minister for
Racing)
Adjournment
Bentleigh Moorabbin Central Rotary Club, 2673
Consumer Policy Research Centre, 2673
Energy prices, 2673
Ghazeepore Road, Waurn Ponds, level crossing, 2673
Kaniva Community Hub, 2673
Laurimar Primary School, 2673
Norwood Secondary College, 2673
Reconciliation Banyule, 2673
Sunbury Downs College and Sunbury Heights Primary School,
2673
Walmer Street, Kew, bridge, 2673
Business of the house
Adjournment, 2676
Program, 2582
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2555
Dispute Resolution Committee

Constituency questions
Bass electorate, 2709
Matters of public importance
Energy policy, 2633
PEARSON, Mr (Essendon)
Adjournment
Wingate Avenue Community Centre, 2750
Bills
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017,
2617, 2638
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2741
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2567
Matters of public importance
Energy policy, 2628
Points of order, 2616, 2617
PERERA, Mr (Cranbourne)
Budget papers 2017–18, 2650
Members statements
Cranbourne electorate pedestrian safety, 2681
Petitions
South Gippsland Highway, Cranbourne East, 2675
PESUTTO, Mr (Hawthorn)
Members statements
Hawthorn housing renewal project, 2588

Membership, 2582
Economic, Education, Jobs and Skills Committee
Reference, 2684
Members statements
Gerry O’Brien, 2676
Points of order, 2599, 2601
PALLAS, Mr (Werribee) (Treasurer)
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Ministers statements: economy, 2703

RICHARDSON, Mr (Mordialloc)
Adjournment
Edithvale Life Saving Club, 2752
Bills
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2736
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2568
Members statements
Bayside bay trail, 2682

PAYNTER, Mr (Bass)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2556

RIORDAN, Mr (Polwarth)
Budget papers 2017–18, 2657
Members statements
Charles Stewart & Co., 2592

MEMBERS INDEX
ASSEMBLY
Petitions
Princes Highway–Gnotuk Lane, Gnotuk, 2676

Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2552
Constituency questions

RYALL, Ms (Ringwood)

Shepparton electorate, 2605

Adjournment
Norwood Secondary College, 2671
Economic, Education, Jobs and Skills Committee

SMITH, Mr R. (Warrandyte)
Points of order, 2581, 2701

Reference, 2687
Points of order, 2605, 2706

SMITH, Mr T. (Kew)
Adjournment

RYAN, Ms (Euroa)
Adjournment
Energy prices, 2668
Bills
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017,
2639
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2541
Members statements
HOCUS, 2677
Kangaroo pet-food trial, 2677
Points of order, 2616

Walmer Street, Kew, bridge, 2672
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2544
Matters of public importance
Energy policy, 2637
Members statements
Claude Ullin, 2592
Paul Fitzgerald, 2592
Points of order, 2708
SOUTHWICK, Mr (Caulfield)
Adjournment
Caulfield electorate schools road safety, 2749

SANDELL, Ms (Melbourne)
Bills
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2735
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2535
Members statements
Kensington Good Karma Network, 2591
Racecourse Road, Flemington, safety, 2590

Economic, Education, Jobs and Skills Committee
Reference, 2685
Matters of public importance
Energy policy, 2617
Members statements
Booran Road, Caulfield East, 2678
Petitions
Booran Road, Caulfield East, 2675

Points of order, 2603

Points of order, 2707

Questions without notice and ministers statements

Questions without notice and ministers statements

West Gate tunnel project, 2602
SCOTT, Mr (Preston) (Minister for Finance and Minister for
Multicultural Affairs)
Budget papers 2017–18, 2645
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2553
Points of order, 2616

Energy security, 2706, 2707
SPEAKER, The (Hon. Colin Brooks)
Acknowledgement of country, 2531
Business of the house
Notices of motion, 2579
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2577
Distinguished visitors, 2541

SHEED, Ms (Shepparton)
Budget papers 2017–18, 2652

Electoral Matters Committee
Membership, 2582

vii

MEMBERS INDEX
viii

ASSEMBLY

Rulings, 2581, 2594, 2598, 2599, 2600, 2601, 2603, 2606, 2701,
2703, 2704, 2705, 2707, 2752
Rulings by the Chair

Members statements
Anne-Maree Crivelli, 2682
Australian Reinforcing Company, 2682

Questions without notice, 2582
Suspension of members
Member for Bentleigh, 2703
Member for Essendon, 2599
Member for Frankston, 2701
Member for Malvern, 2599
Member for Ripon, 2702
Member for Rowville, 2706
Member for Warrandyte, 2601, 2706

THOMAS, Ms (Macedon)
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2572
Constituency questions
Macedon electorate, 2709
Matters of public importance
Energy policy, 2624
Members statements

SPENCE, Ms (Yuroke)
Adjournment
Consumer Policy Research Centre, 2670

Country Fire Authority Carlsruhe brigade, 2593
Country Fire Authority Malmsbury brigade, 2593
Macedon Ranges local safety committee, 2593

Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2574
Constituency questions
Yuroke electorate, 2708
Rulings, 2616, 2617
STAIKOS, Mr (Bentleigh)
Adjournment
Bentleigh Moorabbin Central Rotary Club, 2671
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2571
Constituency questions
Bentleigh electorate, 2605
Members statements
Bentleigh electorate level crossings, 2591
Georgia Shepherd-Petrocco, 2591

THOMPSON, Mr (Sandringham)
Adjournment
Sandringham electorate planning, 2750
Bills
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017,
2642
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2554
Petitions
Bayside planning, 2580
Beach Road, 2580
Cheltenham and Mentone railway stations, 2580
Pedestrian traffic lights, 2580
Pennydale development, Cheltenham, 2580
Possums, 2580
THOMSON, Ms (Footscray)

STALEY, Ms (Ripon)
Matters of public importance

Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2547

Energy policy, 2622
Statements on reports
Accountability and Oversight Committee: oversight agencies
2015–16, 2594
SULEYMAN, Ms (St Albans)
Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2719
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2572

VICTORIA, Ms (Bayswater)
Bills
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2738
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2539
WAKELING, Mr (Ferntree Gully)
Adjournment
Energy prices, 2748

MEMBERS INDEX
ASSEMBLY
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2543
Constituency questions
Ferntree Gully electorate, 2605
Members statements
Economy, 2586
Employment, 2586
Ferntree Gully electorate planning, 2586

WILLIAMS, Ms (Dandenong)
Bills
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Amendment (Real-time
Prescription Monitoring) Bill 2017, 2701, 2710
Constituency questions
Dandenong electorate, 2605
Matters of public importance
Energy policy, 2631

WALSH, Mr (Murray Plains)

WYNNE, Mr (Richmond) (Minister for Planning)

Bills

Condolences

Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017,
2609
Game Management Authority Amendment Bill 2017, 2645
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2534
Points of order, 2704
WARD, Ms (Eltham)
Constituency questions
Eltham electorate, 2605
Matters of public importance
Energy policy, 2635
Members statements
Eltham Bowling Club, 2683
Montmorency Bowling Club, 2683
St Helena Secondary College, 2683
WATT, Mr (Burwood)
Bills
Domestic Animals Amendment (Restricted Breed Dogs) Bill 2017,
2615
Residential Tenancies Amendment (Long-term Tenancy
Agreements) Bill 2017, 2742
Condolences
Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2546
Constituency questions
Burwood electorate, 2605
Members statements
Electorate office budgets, 2591
WELLS, Mr (Rowville)
Members statements
Police vehicle ramming, 2681

ix

Hon. Fiona Richardson, MP, 2561

