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That in the opinion of this house, provision should be made to secure a more accurate
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With the commencement of the Fifth Parliament, however, an independent report was
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This volume contains the complete reports of the proceedings of both Houses during the
past session.

In 2016 the Hansard Unit of the Department of Parliamentary Services
continues the work begun 150 years ago of providing an accurate and complete
report of the proceedings of both houses of the Victorian Parliament.
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The SPEAKER (Hon. Telmo Languiller) took the
chair at 12.04 p.m. and read the prayer.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER — Order! We acknowledge the
traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which we
are meeting. We pay our respects to them, their culture,
their elders past, present and future, and elders from
other communities who may be here today.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — My question is to the
Minister for Emergency Services. Following the
Premier’s meeting with the United Firefighters Union
(UFU), it is now the minister that Country Fire
Authority (CFA) volunteers are relying on to stand up
to him and stop him from putting the United
Firefighters Union’s interests ahead of those of the
volunteers. Can the minister give a guarantee to
Victoria’s 60 000 volunteer CFA firefighters that she
will never sign up to an agreement that gives the UFU
any power over CFA management or operational
matters?
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — I thank the member for his question. Of
course this being a glorious Labor budget day, I would
have thought that perhaps the shadow Treasurer may
have wanted to ask a question, or the Leader of the
Opposition, as we are about to hear from the Treasurer.
I am very happy to answer this question. Like the other
members of this government, I am working very hard
to ensure that an agreement is reached, and I can
guarantee that that agreement will respect both paid and
volunteer firefighters.
Supplementary question
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — When the Premier
recently met with the UFU to discuss the enterprise
bargaining agreement, did the minister decline to attend
or did the Premier just not bother to invite her?
Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER — Order! I call on the minister to
respond. The minister will be heard in silence.
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — The Premier is entitled to meet whoever
the Premier wants to meet. The focus of this
government is on making sure that we get an agreement
that respects and values the great work of both our paid
and volunteer firefighters, who do so much for us right
across this community.

Ministers statements: Goulburn Valley Health
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I am very pleased to
be able to update the house on new government
initiatives to support the Shepparton hospital in record
terms.
The Shepparton hospital, Goulburn Valley Health, the
proud community and the great staff are dealing with
significant pressure in terms of demand for services.
They do a great job at the Shepparton hospital, but of
course the buildings do not match the quality of the care
offered by the dedicated health professionals there. That
is why I was so pleased, along with my honourable
friend the Minister for Health and Minister for
Ambulance Services, to travel to Shepparton recently in
company with the Independent member for Shepparton
and announce the best part of $170 million — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — Those opposite might not have
heard that: $170 million to deliver a new four-storey
tower with three new theatres and two new wards; to
deliver refurbishments of existing operating theatres;
and to deliver an extension of the existing emergency
department to add additional treatment bays. This
extension to the emergency department will double the
capacity of the department. There is also, critically, a
refurbishment of the maternity service and a brand-new
special-care nursery. This is one of the most significant
investments in regional health infrastructure in the
history of this great state.
Whilst the Minister for Health and every member on
this side of the house are very proud that we can make
this commitment, the member for Shepparton should
also be very proud that she has been a champion for this
project, an outstanding advocate and a more than
effective chair of the planning committee as formed in
last year’s budget. Great for patients, great for jobs,
great for Shep.
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Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — My question is to the
Minister for Emergency Services. With the minister
previously having said the United Firefighters Union
(UFU) has harassed and bullied her and done the same
to the Country Fire Authority’s (CFA) CEO, Lucinda
Nolan, I ask: given the culture of bullying and
intimidation shown by the UFU, why — despite
opposition from the CFA’s CEO, the chief fire officer,
the CFA board and, most importantly, the CFA’s
60 000 volunteers — is the government considering
handing power of operations of our CFA straight to the
UFU?
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — I thank the member for his question. Of
course it was a Labor government that instituted the fire
services review. That review was a comprehensive
review that looked right across our fire agencies and
our emergency management sector, and it did make
some serious findings around the culture of our fire
services, which is why we now have the Victorian
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission
doing a report for us similar to what it did for Victoria
Police. That is the action that this government has taken
and will continue to take. I repeat what I have said
before: any agreement that is reached will absolutely
respect the work of both paid and volunteer firefighters
throughout this state.
Supplementary question
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — Given that the
Minister for Emergency Services has previously told
media that the Metropolitan Fire Brigade consultative
committee was a disaster that was not working, I ask:
does the minister categorically rule out a consultative
committee to be established for the CFA in this current
enterprise bargaining agreement?
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — My views on those matters are very clear
and are a matter of public record.

Ministers statements: Goulburn Valley Health
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — I rise to
update the house on a new government achievement:
our $168.5 million investment to expand and modernise
the Goulburn Valley Health campus in Shepparton. In
particular I would like to update the house about the
importance of the new dialysis services that will flow
from this very, very important investment. Ultimately
this investment will mean that patients in the Goulburn
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Valley will get the care they need much sooner in
modern, state-of-the-art facilities.
I said that I wanted to specifically talk about the dialysis
unit. At the invitation of the member for Shepparton, I
have four times visited that dialysis unit and seen
firsthand just how challenging it is for patients and
healthcare workers in a community where there is
incredible demand for dialysis services, given the
prevalence of type 2 diabetes in that community. The
unit is simply too old, it does not meet local demand
and patients are forced to travel elsewhere for
treatment.
I am delighted that as part of our investment we will be
doubling the size of that dialysis unit. There will be an
additional 1200 dialysis sessions to allow the people of
Shepparton to get the care they need close to home
without having to make trips to other parts of Victoria
to get those kinds of services.
This is a fabulous announcement. It has been led by the
incredibly hard work of the member for Shepparton.
What a contrast this is, may I say, with the startling
disclosure made by the former federal member for Indi
last week about the Liberal Party’s approach to health
investment. This is an example of our investment. We
as a government do not feel the need to elbow people
out of the way. We are happy to work with local
communities to make sure that we meet their needs. We
will not haunt and taunt communities with the ghost of
promises past from a previous Liberal government. We
will invest and support our communities, we will make
good on our promises — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister’s time has
expired.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — My question is
also to the Minister for Emergency Services.
Clause 44.2.7 of the proposed Country Fire Authority
(CFA) enterprise bargaining agreement (EBA) requires
‘the presence of seven career firefighters on the fire
ground prior to the commencement of operations’. Can
the minister inform the house why her government has
not already ruled out supporting an EBA that would see
CFA volunteers unable to lift a hose at a house fire until
paid firefighters arrive?
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — I thank the honourable member for his
question. I advise the house again that no agreement
has been reached and that any agreement that is reached
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will absolutely respect and value the work of our
outstanding volunteers.
Supplementary question
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — Considering
clause 36.4 of the proposed EBA states that the paid
CFA staff will only be allowed to report to other paid
staff when responding to an incident, I ask: will she rule
out signing an EBA where a paid CFA staff member
with just six months experience could not report to a
volunteer CFA group officer with more than 30 years
on-the-ground fire experience?
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — Again, there is no agreement. There will
be an agreement that respects the work of our
volunteers. I have had the privilege of travelling the
breadth of this state and seeing that extraordinary work.
Mr R. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the member for
Warrandyte. The minister is entitled to silence. The
minister was asked a question by the opposition. The
opposition has to listen to the minister in silence.
Ms GARRETT — There is no agreement, and any
agreement that is reached will respect the work of our
volunteers.

Ministers statements: Shepparton Art Museum
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Creative Industries) — I
rise to update the house about a new government
initiative, the Andrews Labor government’s Creative
State strategy. I want to focus particularly on its support
for our regions, particularly the township of
Shepparton. There has never been a more exciting time
to be a citizen of Shepparton.
Last week the Andrews Labor government launched
the creative industries strategy, and this will not only
see the most comprehensive cultural and arts package
in this state’s history, recognising the intrinsic value of
culture and arts to our whole society and in particular
our regions, but it will also drive the innovation and the
jobs of the 21st century. Nowhere is this more
importantly reflected than in the work of the
honourable member for Shepparton in bringing
together support from this government, the council,
philanthropists and others for the proposed Shepparton
Art Museum.
That is why I was pleased to announce last week that
one of the strategy’s regional centre investments will be
a $10 million capital contribution to support the Greater
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Shepparton City Council’s vision of the new
Shepparton Art Museum, or SAM, out on the shores of
Victoria Park Lake. This is a $34.5 million plan that I
was very pleased to announce the government’s support
of last week. Indeed the 80-year history of SAM
reflects so much more that can be done up in that
important region.
This $10 million contribution supports the $10 million
contribution the council has put on the table and the
significant philanthropic support from, amongst others,
Carillo Gantner and a whole range of leading citizens of
Shepparton. The missing link is support from the
federal government. So I use this opportunity to call
upon Damian Drum in the Legislative Council to make
a choice about where he wants the Labor preferences in
the federal seat to end up — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister’s time has
expired.

Shepparton rail services
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) — My question is for the
Minister for Public Transport. Constituents in my
electorate have been lobbying with passion for more
regular rail services between Shepparton and
Melbourne. All Aboard campaigners travelled to
Melbourne on 28 May 2015 to meet with the minister,
many in their pyjamas, and our region had the highest
number of participants attending the public
consultations for the Regional Network Development
Plan. I ask the minister: when can my constituents
expect the inequity that they experience on a daily basis
from lack of regional rail services to be addressed?
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
thank the Independent member for Shepparton for her
question. What has been clear from day one in this term
of Parliament is that the Independent member for
Shepparton has been clearly pressing the case within
the ranks of government for better train services for her
community — and you can understand why, Speaker.
Shepparton is a growing community; it has a growing
population. Indeed it is forecast to grow over the next
10 years by about 9 per cent to be an important regional
centre of about 141 000 people. It is no surprise then
that this is a community that has long sought and
desired better regional public transport services,
particularly their connections to Melbourne.
In doing a bit of research over the last 16 months —
which is during the time that the member for
Shepparton has been pushing this case — I have done a
bit of a Hansard search. An extensive Hansard search
of the four years of the previous Parliament, when the
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former Liberal-Nationals government was in office,
revealed that the government members for Northern
Victoria Region in the Council, Wendy Lovell and
Damian Drum, not once mentioned the needs, made the
case, for extra train services.

Wednesday, 27 April 2016

too much longer for additional services, there is just a
little bit longer beyond that for the release of the
Regional Network Development Plan. That will be
released in the coming weeks, and quite rightly it will
outline the longer term vision and plan for building a
better, stronger regional public transport network.

Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Ms ALLAN — Not once. Not once. Not once did
they raise in this — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms ALLAN — Heaven help us if that should be
replicated in the federal Parliament, that sort of
behaviour.
I thank the Independent member for Shepparton for her
question. I remember well the meeting with the All
Aboard group members, not just for the fact that they
were in their pyjamas but also because they got up
early. They had a strong local campaign, and they sent
the clear message that Shepparton deserves better.
Well, I do understand that the Treasurer and the
Premier have also had representations on this issue. The
member for Shepparton has made her case very well for
improved public transport services. She has certainly
had a sympathetic hearing and has made her case very
well for the need for better public transport services for
the Shepparton community. Obviously I cannot reveal
what is in the budget — it is only a few short minutes
away but what I can say in my answer to the
Independent member for Shepparton is that she and the
Shepparton community will not have to wait too much
longer. They will not have to wait too much longer to
see a short-term improvement in services for the
Shepparton community and a longer term plan to
rebuild and reinvest in a better, stronger regional public
transport network.
Supplementary question
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) — I ask the minister:
when can we expect the release of the Regional
Network Development Plan, and will it deliver for a
region such as mine the long-term and transforming
outcomes that have clearly been delivered in other
areas, such as Bendigo, Ballarat, Geelong and the
Latrobe Valley?
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
thank the Independent member for Shepparton for her
supplementary question. I do say in my answer that
whilst the Shepparton community will not have to wait

Sadly, over the four years under the former government
$120 million — $120 million! — was cut out of the
V/Line budget. At the exact time when V/Line needed
to be supported with more services, those opposite cut
into regional public transport. We reject this approach.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms ALLAN — We take a very different approach.
It will be backed up by more services, and it will be
backed up with a longer term plan that will very shortly
be released.

Ministers statements: Shepparton courthouse
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I rise to
inform the house of a new initiative of the government
in that construction activity has begun on the new
Shepparton courthouse — a state-of-the-art,
multijurisdictional facility in Shepparton, where the
contractor has committed to 85 per cent local content
under the Victorian Industry Participation Policy
(VIPP) and a minimum of 10 per cent of the workforce
being trade apprentices under the VIPP.
The contractor engaged by Court Services Victoria,
ADCO Constructions, has now taken over management
of the site. Works are now underway to prepare the site,
with excavation and piling works to commence next
week. This is a very significant project for Shepparton,
and it is a significant project for the Victorian justice
system more generally. The Supreme Court, the County
Court, the Magistrates Court and the federal circuit
court all run hearings at Shepparton, and an active legal
profession and a growing community is served by that.
The ultra-modern design of the new court building
incorporates the existing heritage court building at the
site and will provide six new courtrooms, a number of
interview rooms and facilities for law enforcement. But
importantly, in line with recommendation 70 of the
report of the Royal Commission into Family Violence,
the new courthouse will also have specialised family
violence facilities, including a remote witness suite,
discrete meeting rooms with direct courtroom access
and a child and family-friendly waiting room.
Importantly this project will generate jobs and build
skills in Shepparton and in the surrounding
Hume-Goulburn region. As I have said, there is an
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85 per cent local content requirement, with 10 per cent
of the workforce to be trade apprentices. I want to
congratulate the Shepparton community on its long
advocacy for this important project, and I look forward
to its completion in April 2018.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. Can the Premier guarantee
that he or his government will not sack the Country Fire
Authority (CFA) board or the CEO if they refuse to
sign any enterprise bargaining agreement (EBA)
proposal from the United Firefighters Union which
adversely impacts upon Australia’s largest group of
community volunteers — CFA volunteers?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — What an absolutely
ridiculous question. We are about supporting CFA
management and CFA volunteers. We are about
making first-class appointments and then backing them
in to do great work, not sacking people. The only
people who got sacked were those that were removed
and sacked from office by those opposite. No
agreement has been reached. When one is — and I do
hope that can be soon — it will be fair and balanced
and respectful of everybody involved in that critical
task, that most worthy of tasks: keeping every Victorian
safe.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — Can the
Premier guarantee he will not reshuffle or sack his
Minister for Emergency Services given her refusal so
far to agree to an EBA which would adversely impact
upon Australia’s largest group of community
volunteers — CFA firefighters?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — The Minister for
Emergency Services is doing an outstanding job. She is
an outstanding minister in a range of different
portfolios: emergency services and the other offices she
holds. She administers her functions with diligence,
with care and compassion, and with hard work. There is
probably no better example of my faith in her and her
approach to her task than when I stood side by side with
her on fireground after fireground this past summer.
Here is the mail: she was not at the tennis; she was out
doing her job and doing it well.

Ministers statements: GOTAFE Shepparton
Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — I rise to
speak on a new initiative — the Andrews government’s
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investment in GOTAFE’s Shepparton campus. Minister
Herbert in the other place visited GOTAFE’s
Shepparton campus this month to announce
$5.3 million to support vulnerable students. The
funding will expand vital programs that support
disadvantaged Shepparton locals to access training and
support, including its literacy and numeracy program.
With this extra funding, GOTAFE expects the program
to be expanded from helping just 150 students in 2015
to around 4000 students from 2016. The funding will
also support GOTAFE’s Centre for Koori Education,
focussing on supporting work placement and
participation within industry for Koori students.
The Andrews government is lifting the burden forced
on TAFEs by the previous Liberal-National
government’s cuts to TAFE. We are restoring the
TAFE community service funding with a $50 million
boost as part of our $320 million TAFE Rescue Fund.
Unlike those opposite, the Andrews Labor government
supports our TAFE system, including those in Geelong.
Others have said that Shepparton is not their
responsibility because the National Party does not hold
the seat. That was the leader of the federal National
Party!
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, I draw
your attention to sessional order 7. The minister is
debating the issue. I ask you to bring him back to
complying with sessional order 7.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister to
come back.
Mr MERLINO — Labor rejects the view that the
people of Shepparton are not important because we do
not hold the seat. We have heard today about
investment in health, investment in education,
investment in public transport, investment in the arts
and investment in the courts in Shepparton thanks to the
advocacy of the Independent member for Shepparton
and the priorities of the Andrews government — more
in 16 months than in decades under the old lot.

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Warrandyte electorate
Mr R. SMITH (Warrandyte) — (Question 7506)
My question is to the Minister for Public Transport, and
I ask: when will the minister be making a decision on
Uber’s future here in Victoria and on the regulations
that would surround its future operation? I have
recently had two taxi licence-holders come into my
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office and express their concerns about the current
uncertainty they face with this new competitor.
Livelihoods and people’s financial future depend on the
minister making a decision based on the review that has
been sitting on her desk for months. When will the
minister’s decision be made?

Narre Warren South electorate
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) —
(Question 7507) As part of the Andrews Labor
government’s second budget, it was a pleasure last
week to announce a well-deserved and much-needed
$3 million to modernise Kambrya College. My
question is to the Minister for Education: can he
provide information to the school so that the building of
the new facility ensures the delivery of innovative
spaces to enhance the learning and teaching experiences
at Kambrya College?
Kambrya College is experiencing growth in
numbers — the old portables just could not cope — not
only because it is in a growth area but also because its
growing reputation for education excellence and a
caring and nurturing environment for all students means
that it is a school of choice. Indeed the school will
feature in an ABC documentary soon, warts and all, but
it is also a good news story about a school which,
through considerable effort and rigorous reflection, is
delivering continued education improvement. It
deserves the government’s support. Let us make sure
the funding is used to continue the good works and the
innovative education in the new facility.

Mildura electorate
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — (Question 7508) My
question is to the Minister for Emergency Services. I
seek information on behalf of remote constituents of the
electorate of Mildura. Those communities rely on and
are supported by Country Fire Authority volunteers
responding to local fire emergencies. The United
Firefighters Union’s log of claims contains a
requirement for seven paid firefighters to be present
before control operations on the fireground can
commence. I ask the minister: how will communities
such as Yaapeet be protected when the nearest paid
firefighters are over 2 hours away? Lives and property
will be put at risk while volunteers who are part of the
community stand by and watch all they care about burn.

St Albans electorate
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) — (Question 7509)
My question is to the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety. Last year the Andrews government committed
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$6.1 million to remove the roundabout and install
traffic signalling and a safe pedestrian crossing at the
dangerous roundabout at Kings Road and Taylors Road
in St Albans, which I share with the member for
Kororoit and the member for Sydenham. Will the
minister update my community regarding the time line
for the project, including the start date of this very
important election commitment?

Evelyn electorate
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — (Question 7510) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Planning.
The Yarra Valley is a beautiful and successful tourist
region, and we enjoy hosting our multitude of visitors.
However, with growth it can be expected that some
issues do arise. Several constituents have contacted my
office to highlight issues with increased helicopter
traffic in the valley. With horse studs, recording studios,
restaurants, health spas and other tourist attractions in
the vicinity, some are finding the noise is impacting on
their quiet enjoyment of what is usually a very peaceful
Yarra Valley. Given this increase in helicopter traffic
and its impact on public and private amenity, and while
I am not asking for helicopters to be banned — and
neither are my constituents — I ask the minister if the
Victorian government has made any representations to
Airservices Australia to review the standards for aircraft
noise.

Essendon electorate
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — (Question 7511) I
direct my constituency question to the Minister for
Roads and Road Safety. As members would be aware,
the widening of the Tullamarine Freeway is proceeding.
I have been contacted by a number of constituents who
have expressed concern about the fact that a number of
trees that have been planted along the route, including
opposite Travancore Park, have been removed, as well
as other vegetation that borders the project and along
Moonee Ponds Creek. What is the latest information on
the plan to revegetate these areas once the project is
concluded?

Sandringham electorate
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) —
(Question 7512) The Sandringham shopping centre and
Sandringham village were blacked out for
approximately 2 hours on Saturday, 23 April, in the
early evening. My constituency question, in the context
of local police and the fire brigade not being able to
guide local people — the local power company was
able to provide a good recorded message — is: is the
government working on the incorporation of social
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media to inform local residents regarding the blackouts
that occur so that people are not left in the dark and
their businesses do not suffer as a result of not knowing
about reconnection possibilities? My question is to the
Minister for Energy and Resources.

Eltham electorate
Ms WARD (Eltham) — (Question 7513) My
question is to the Minister for Education. I thank the
minister for coming with me to Montmorency South
Primary School not only to see the fantastic things this
school is doing but also to have a look at how the
school can be improved. I note the member for Yuroke
was a past member of Monty South, and I join with her
in saying it is a fantastic school. I am told that this was
the first ever visit by an education minister to the
school. As he will have seen, it is a great community
and school making the most of their facilities.
However, this environment can be improved and
modernised. I ask the minister: what can be done to
ensure the needs of Montmorency South Primary
School are taken into account to improve and
modernise this tremendous school and turn it into a
world-class facility?

Eildon electorate
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — (Question 7514) I
address the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, and the
question I raise is on behalf of the board of the
Healesville Indigenous Community Services
Association (HICSA). What is needed to progress the
return of the Galeena Beek property in Badger Creek to
the local Aboriginal people? The property in question is
located in Glen Eadie Avenue across the road from the
Healesville Sanctuary and was part of the original
Coranderrk reserve.
Coranderrk is of particular significance in Victorian
Aboriginal history. I know the minister is aware of the
issue, having spoken to the HICSA president, Doseena
Fergie. HICSA is rightly frustrated that this property
has been in the hands of liquidators for quite some time,
and they are keen to see some movement and a plan.
The local Aboriginal community want to see this
property back in Aboriginal hands. Through HICSA
they have worked to develop a strong board,
emphasising good governance and a strategy for
self-determination in order to close the gap and make
very positive steps. I am sure the minister can
appreciate that the Aboriginal community do not want
to be forced to buy their own land back.
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Ivanhoe electorate
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — (Question 7515) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Planning:
what is the work of the Yarra River Protection
Ministerial Advisory Committee? The Yarra River
forms the eastern boundary of my electorate of Ivanhoe,
which is of course surrounded by three tributaries: the
Darebin Creek, the Plenty River and the Yarra River.
Organisations like the Yarra Riverkeepers Association,
Friends of Banyule, the Ringwood conservation society
and many others advocate for and advance the interests
of the Yarra River, which forms a significant boundary
of my electorate. It is very important to the people of
my electorate, particularly as we have the best schools,
the best health services and some of the best parklands
in Victoria and certainly metropolitan Melbourne. So I
am very keen to hear from the planning minister about
the work of the Yarra River Protection Ministerial
Advisory Committee, and I look forward to his
response.
Mr R. Smith — On a point of order, Speaker, I refer
you to the question that was asked by the member for
Eltham. I would contend that the member’s question
did not conform to the parameters that are required for a
constituency question. I ask you to review the question
and make a ruling as to its validity.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair will take that
on notice and will have a review of that question.
Mr Katos — On a point of order, Speaker, I also ask
you to review the constituency question of the member
for St Albans. She clearly asked for an update with
regard to an intersection upgrade, and I ask you to
review the constituency question and rule it out of
order.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair takes that on
notice.

STATE TAXATION AND OTHER ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL 2016
Introduction and first reading
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) introduced a bill for an
act to amend the Duties Act 2000, the Fire Services
Property Levy Act 2012, the First Home Owner
Grant Act 2000, the Land Tax Act 2005, the
Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act
1990, the Payroll Tax Act 2007, the Planning and
Environment Act 1987, the State Taxation Acts
Further Amendment Act 2015 and the Taxation
Administration Act 1997, and for other purposes.
Read first time.
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PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Police numbers
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly that Premier
Daniel Andrews has failed to commit to providing additional
police numbers and subsequently, as Victoria’s population
grows, the number of police per capita goes backwards under
Labor every day.
The petitioners therefore respectfully request that the
Legislative Assembly of Victoria calls on the Andrews Labor
government to commit to providing additional frontline police
numbers as a matter of priority.

By Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (57 signatures).

Special religious instruction
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents in the Eildon electorate draws to the
attention of the house that the government has scrapped
special religious instruction (SRI) in Victorian government
schools during school hours.

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 — Order under s 17D
granting a lease over Hanlon Park Reserve
Financial Management Act 1994:
Budget Paper No 2 — Strategy and Outlook 2016–17
Budget Paper No 3 — Service Delivery 2016–17
Budget Paper No 5 — Statement of Finances
incorporating Quarterly Financial Report No 3
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 — Notice under
s 32(3)(a)(iii) in relation to Statutory Rule 16 (Gazette G14,
7 April 2016)
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of approval
of amendments to the following planning schemes:
Benalla — C29
Boroondara — C214
Brimbank — C179 Part 1
Casey — C205
Colac Otway — C84

Prior to the last election, Daniel Andrews and Labor said they
would not scrap SRI during school hours in Victorian
government schools.

Hindmarsh — C7

Daniel Andrews and James Merlino have announced that they
will break their promise and will only allow SRI to occur
outside of school hours or during lunch breaks.

Melbourne — C186 Part 2

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria ensure that the Andrews government
reverses its broken promise and allows students attending
government schools to attend SRI during school hours.

Stonnington — Cl85 Part 1, C185 Part 2

By Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (27 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petitions be considered next day on
motion of Ms McLEISH (Eildon).

BUDGET PAPERS 2016–17
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer), by leave, presented
budget paper 1, Treasurer’s speech; budget paper 4,
state capital program; 2016–17 budget overview;
and budget information paper, rural and regional.

Loddon — C36

Moonee Valley — C161

Wangaratta — C48
Whitehorse — C172 Part 1
Professional Standards Act 2003:
Australian Computer Society and the Royal Institute of
Chartered Surveyors Valuers Ltd Schemes under s 14,
together with an explanation for the delay (Gazette G51,
24 December 2015)
Australian Property Institute Valuers Ltd and the Law
Institute of Victoria Ltd Schemes under s 14 (Gazette
G16, 21 April 2016)
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Building Act 1993 — SR 21
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 — SR 19

Tabled.

Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981 —
SR 20
Heavy Vehicle National Law Application Act 2013 —
SR 25
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Marine (Drug, Alcohol and Pollution Control) Act
1988 — SR 22
Rail Safety (Local Operations) Act 2006 — SR 23
Road Safety Act 1986 — SR 24
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994:
Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 18,
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25
Documents under s 16B in relation to the Environment
Protection Act 1970 — Industrial Waste —
Classification for Architectural and Decorative Paint
Wildlife Act 1975 — Wildlife (Prohibition of Game Hunting)
Notice (Gazette S95, 13 April 2016).

The following proclamations fixing operative dates
were tabled by the Clerk in accordance with an Order
of the House dated 24 February 2015:
Bail Amendment Act 2016 — Remaining provisions —
2 May 2016 (Gazette S103, 19 April 2016)
Road Legislation Amendment Act 2016 — Remaining
provisions — 15 April 2016 (Gazette S92, 12 April
2016).

HEALTH COMPLAINTS BILL 2016
Council’s amendments
Returned from Council with message relating to
amendments.
Ordered to be considered later this day.

ROYAL ASSENT
Messages read advising royal assent to:
15 April
Local Government (Greater Geelong City
Council) Bill 2016
19 April
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26 April
Access to Medicinal Cannabis Bill 2015
Sex Offenders Registration Amendment Bill
2016.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
Message read recommending appropriation for
Victorian Funds Management Corporation
Amendment Bill 2016.

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
Message read recommending appropriation and
transmitting estimates of expenditure for 2016–17.
Estimates tabled.
Introduction and first reading
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) introduced a bill for an
act for the appropriation of certain sums out of the
Consolidated Fund for the ordinary services of the
government for the financial year 2016–17 and for
other purposes.
Read first time; under standing order 87, ordered to
be read second time immediately.
Statement of compatibility
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Appropriation
(2016–2017) Bill 2016.
In my opinion, the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, as
introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with
the human rights protected by the charter act. I base my
opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill

Building Legislation Amendment (Consumer
Protection) Bill 2015
Judicial Commission of Victoria Bill 2015
Racing and Other Acts Amendment (Greyhound
Racing and Welfare Reform) Bill 2015
Transport Accident Amendment Bill 2015
Victoria Police Amendment (Merit-based
Transfer) Bill 2016

The Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016 will provide
appropriation ‘authority’ for payments from the Consolidated
Fund for the ordinary annual services of government for the
2016–17 financial year.
The amounts contained in schedule 1 to the Appropriation
(2016–2017) Bill 2016 provide for the ongoing operations of
departments, including new output and asset investment
funded through annual appropriation.
Schedules 2 and 3 of the bill contain details concerning
payments from advances pursuant to section 35 of the
Financial Management Act 1994 and payments from the
advance to Treasurer in 2014–15 respectively.

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
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Human rights issues
1.

Human rights protected by the charter act that are
relevant to the bill

Wednesday, 27 April 2016

This year we can measure our success and prove our
progress.
Speaker, Victoria is winning again.

The bill does not raise any human rights issues.

Ours is the fastest growing economy in the nation.
2.

Consideration of reasonable limitations —
section 7(2)

As the bill does not raise any human rights issues, it does not
limit any human rights and therefore it is not necessary to
consider section 7(2) of the charter act.
Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the charter act
because it does not raise any human rights issues.
Tim Pallas, MP
Treasurer

We have consistently exceeded our economic growth
forecasts.
Having predicted last year that we would grow by
2.5 per cent, we are now expecting growth to increase
to 3 per cent both this year and next.
The impact of this growth is being felt right across the
state.
Most importantly, for those looking for work.

Second reading
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

In the past 12 months, we have seen green shoots of
growth develop into a momentum of economic success
across Victoria.
Prudent management of the state’s finances —
combined with carefully developed, strategic
investments — position us well.
Position us to seize the opportunities before us, while
managing the challenges of an uncertain global
economy.
The budget I present today represents our economic
plan for the coming year.

When we came to office the unemployment rate was
6.6 per cent.
I’m proud to report that this figure now stands at 5.7 per
cent, with more than 112 000 Victorians having sought
and found meaningful work under this government.
That’s over 112 000 Victorians who have found the
means to reach their full potential and contribute to
their community through the dignity of work.
To put this into perspective — more Victorian jobs
have been created in the first 18 months of the Andrews
Labor government than the entirety of the preceding
four years.
Average job growth on a monthly basis is three and a
half times what it was in the period between 2010 and
2014.

firstly, to bolster our financial position;

And pleasingly, over 71 000 of new jobs created have
been full time — reflecting the success of the
government’s Back to Work strategy.

secondly, to deliver the most significant set of
infrastructure investments made by a government in
a single budget; and

Much of this opportunity has come as a consequence of
improved confidence and trading conditions for our
businesses.

thirdly, to invest in our people, ensuring our
communities are safe, and our living standards
remain the envy of the world.

An easing of the dollar has seen our exporters become
more competitive.

It’s a plan that pursues three broad objectives:

Our first budget was about getting on with it.
This budget is about getting it done.
When I stood here last year, we were starting to feel a
resurgence in the state’s economy. We had started to
sense the return of confidence.

Business investment and confidence measures are
strong — leading all other states.
Population growth at 1.7 per cent is the strongest in the
nation, as more and more people choose to call Victoria
home.
But Speaker, while our economic trajectory has
strengthened in the past year, we still face uncertainty.

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
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Global growth remains weak and our nation as a whole
continues to grapple with structural changes in the
economy as the construction phase of the mining boom
dissipates.
It is for this reason, Speaker, that the budget I hand
down today strengthens our fiscal position.
It ensures that we’re equipped to succeed through the
uncertainty, while maintaining our AAA credit rating.
Operating surpluses have been increased to $2.9 billion
in the 2016–17 budget year and more than $9 billion
cumulatively over four years.
Net debt as a proportion of the economy has been
maintained well below the levels inherited, and
continues to drop below 5 per cent over the next four
years.
Reflecting a stronger revenue position, the government
has taken the decision to modestly increase
expenditure.
This will enable an increase in both service delivery
and construction of major infrastructure to cater to
higher demand being driven by strong population
growth.
I’m pleased to report that the 2016–17 budget also
includes the expected proceeds from the long-term
lease of the port of Melbourne.

1649

But when stripped back to its core, this budget is about
jobs.
Speaker, this government’s commitment to generating
jobs in our economy is clear and proven.
Today I’m pleased to announce a range of new
measures to build on this commitment and help ensure
job growth in our state continues to climb.
To reduce the tax burden on our businesses, the payroll
tax threshold will be progressively lifted from $550 000
to $650 000 over the next four years.
This is the first change to the payroll tax threshold since
2002.
The change will provide tax relief for 36 000 businesses
across the state and see around 2800 small and medium
size businesses no longer pay any payroll tax at all.
Additionally, Speaker, from 1 July this year, any
business that takes on a retrenched apprentice or trainee
will receive full payroll tax relief on those wages.
This will provide a powerful incentive for businesses
right across Victoria to take on young workers looking
for their chance to contribute to our economy.
These tax measures will be complemented by a
$53 million investment in the creation of Jobs Victoria.

These proceeds will be invested in the removal of our
50 most dangerous and congested level crossings.

This one-stop shop will be tasked with helping around
3500 unemployed Victorians find and keep meaningful
work.

The completion of this transaction will see Labor’s
biggest and most significant election commitment
signed, sealed and delivered.

This includes intensive support for 1000 people classed
as long-term unemployed, who we know face higher
entry barriers to the job market.

This budget also funds more than $7 billion in new
capital works each year across the budget period — an
increase of over $2 billion on the previous
medium-term average of $4.9 billion per annum.

Jobs Victoria will also broker work experience
placements for 4000 Victorians looking to become
job-ready, and prosper in an economy that is rapidly
changing.

This pipeline of investment is vital and builds on our
infrastructure investment record.

Speaker, these measures are aimed at helping our
workers succeed as our economy transitions and grows.

While significant investment has been allocated in this
budget, we have stuck firmly to our commitment to
maintain average expenditure growth below revenue
growth over the period to 2019–20.

But we also know that the key to lifting the economic
tide is to attract new investment to Victorian shores.

Speaker, this budget strikes a balance between saving
for the future and investing in the things we know we
need.

Our interstate competitors should consider themselves
on notice.
New business means new jobs and Victoria’s offering
is second to none.

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
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We will fight for every opportunity to attract companies
to establish themselves here.
This effort will be backed by a $116 million boost to
the Investment Attraction program set up to provide
financial support to companies looking to expand into
our market.
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It’s astounding to note that so much about our way of
life has changed since 1970, yet so much about the
politics of infrastructure has stayed the same.
Speaker, today I invoke the foresight and determination
of Wilcox to announce that the Andrews government
will fully fund the construction of Melbourne’s new
metro tunnel.

Trade and commerce are products of relationships,
which is why $66 million will be provided to increase
funding and expand the Victorian government business
office network.

This budget delivers $2.9 billion in capital funding
toward the project, and provision has been made in
future years as the project proceeds.

The productivity and profitability of our businesses rely
heavily on sustained investment and development of
our transport system.

So long as the project is under construction, the door
will remain open for any future federal government to
come to the party and contribute its share.

Our transport system is the foundation stone of a strong
economy and of livable, connected communities.

But make no mistake, this government will not be
delayed or deterred.

We know that an integrated and responsive transport
system is the access point for education and jobs …

Delivering this project is too important.

… and we also know that the challenges of growth are
felt no more acutely than across our road and rail
network.
It’s for this reason that the Andrews Labor government
views investment in our transport system not as a
choice or an option, but an obligation.
It is interesting to note, however, that ours is not the
first Victorian government to acknowledge this
obligation.
Speaker, in 1970, Vernon Wilcox, then Minister for
Transport in the Bolte government, stood in this place
and delivered a seminal speech about the future of
public transport in our state.
With pride and clarity he carefully laid out the case for
why the state needed to build the Melbourne
underground rail loop — known today as the city loop.
He cogently explained that for the good of the state’s
economic future, the planning and funding of a
world-class passenger rail network was essential.
He told the story of a belligerent federal government
unwilling to set aside the tawdry politics of road versus
rail, and see its way clear to co-funding the project.
He reasoned that governments must take a long view
that, and I quote:
… given our present responsibilities and the predictions for
the future as to urban populations, we cannot stand by and
‘simply wring our hands’.

Constructors, investors and the Victorian public can be
assured that the required funding has been set aside
over the life of the project to see it delivered.
The metro tunnel will underpin the growth and
functionality of Melbourne as we move towards
overtaking Sydney as the largest city in Australia —
which on current estimates is likely to happen as early
as 2030.
But Speaker, while this project will transform
Melbourne, we are a government with a demonstrated
commitment for delivering infrastructure for the whole
state.
That’s why today I announce an unprecedented
investment in suburban and regional passenger rail
infrastructure.
$588 million will be invested in delivering our election
commitment to extend the South Morang line to
Mernda — connecting one of the country’s fastest
growing communities to the network.
A further $140 million will be delivered for an upgrade
of the Hurstbridge line corridor.
This investment will see the track duplicated between
Heidelberg and Rosanna stations and enable us to run
more services for the people of the north-eastern
suburbs.
$875 million is also provided for the purchase of
28 new high-capacity trains, with a further $105 million
for five additional X’trapolis trains, delivering extra
services, and supporting jobs for our train builders.

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
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The metro tunnel, level crossing removals, new trains,
track duplications and upgrades.

Bridge, while easing congestion throughout the western
suburbs.

Speaker, these are the vital building works that will
enable Melbourne’s passenger rail network to take its
place among the great public transport cities of the
world.

Project construction will create 5600 jobs and when
delivered will cut journey times for Geelong
commuters by a full 20 minutes.

This is something this government is fiercely proud of.
And we are taking the same long-term view when it
comes to our regional rail network.

It will improve the capacity and resilience of our entire
freeway network, while streamlining access into our
nation’s largest and busiest port.
This is a vital project, Speaker — absolutely vital —
and we will get it done.

We know our regional centres are growing.
And we know more and more people are commuting
from regional centres to Melbourne for work.
Managing and supporting this trend is critical if we are
to ensure growth and opportunity are shared equitably
across the state.
Which is why I’m pleased today to announce
$1.3 billion in funding to upgrade and improve our
regional rail infrastructure and to deliver more V/Line
services.
The Ballarat line will be transformed, with $518 million
to duplicate the line to Melton.
New crossing loops, car parks, platforms and stabling
will also be built, enabling more services to run to
Ballarat and the booming growth suburbs in
Melbourne’s west.
More than 170 V/Line services will be added, meaning
trains will run more often to and from Ballarat,
Bendigo, Geelong, Gippsland, Maryborough,
Shepparton and Warrnambool.
Speaker, these enhancements — including $280 million
in funding to deliver 27 new VLocity carriages — will
see a significant improvement in V/Line services across
regional Victoria.
Complementing this historic investment in rail
infrastructure is provision in the budget to deliver
unprecedented improvements to the state’s road
network.
The government will contribute $1.46 billion over four
years for the western distributor public-private
partnership — without a dollar from the commonwealth
government.
This new connection will create a second new crossing
and provide an essential backup for the West Gate

Regional and outer suburban communities across
Victoria will also benefit from a $1.4 billion road
improvement package to expand arterial roads and
make them safer.
Included in the package is funding for key election
commitments to upgrade Thompsons Road, Yan Yean
Road, O’Herns Road and Bolton Street.
It also includes $107 million to build the Drysdale
bypass.
The productivity of our economy and functionality of
our communities requires substantial — yet
balanced — investment in both road and rail.
I’m confident this budget succeeds in striking that
balance.
Speaker, at 12 years of age, my grandfather left school
and went to work as a coalminer in the Rhondda Valley
in Wales.
His size and determination distinguished him as
someone with a unique ability to go where few other
miners could.
He was a proud man. Proud of his occupation.
So much so, that when my father confronted him to tell
him he wanted to attend university and pursue a career
as a doctor, he couldn’t understand it.
He saw no value whatsoever in higher education and
viewed its pursuit as class betrayal.
The fact is, education allowed my father to develop a
changed ambition, and imbued in him a sense of
choice.
It wasn’t that coalmining was somehow a lesser path —
it just wasn’t his path.

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
1652

ASSEMBLY

Wednesday, 27 April 2016

In reflecting back on this, Speaker, it’s my belief that
this is exactly what a great education system must do.

Speaker, the opportunity to acquire skills and use them
to get a meaningful job is a basic right.

Our education and training system must drive choice,
possibility and options — for all our young people —
regardless of what they aspire to.

It’s the reason why I’ve spent my working life in the
labour movement furthering the interests of working
people.

And we cannot be content with a system that simply
keeps up — it has to lead.

Our schools and our TAFE system are the means by
which this opportunity is afforded to thousands of
working people across Victoria.

Which is why last year, this government put a stake in
the ground.
In the face of intransigence from the federal
government we delivered the single biggest injection of
recurrent funding into our school system as part of our
commitment to making Victoria the education state.
And in doing so, we have set our education system —
and with it the future of all our children and young
people — on the path to excellence.
This year I’m pleased to announce we are redoubling
our efforts.
This budget delivers over $900 million in infrastructure
funding for new schools and upgrades.
This is the single biggest school capital investment in
Victoria’s history.
This commitment will transform the learning
environments for students at 123 primary and
secondary schools right across the state.
Our election commitment to tech schools is also
funded.
$92 million will see 10 state-of-the-art tech school
facilities delivered across Victoria.
This initiative will enable thousands of our young
people to receive a modern technical element to their
secondary education.
Working with cutting-edge technology, they’ll gain
industry experience while pursuing their interests and
developing their talents.
Early school leavers and those looking to undertake
vocational education and training will also be supported
by the new Back to Work Reconnect program.
Backed with $20 million in new funding, this initiative
will provide fee relief and foundation training for those
people looking to skill up, compete and succeed in a
modern workforce.

This year’s budget builds on the work we’ve done to
rebuild and transform education and training across our
state.
And Victorians can be assured that this effort will
continue as the government responds to the Bracks
review, and the Mackenzie review into TAFE.
Speaker, this government’s basic contract with the
community is to provide access to the very best in
health care.
This means funding not just the basics or the minimum
requirements.
It means consistently building on past performance and
taking an investment approach to the way our health
network operates.
The dividends of this investment approach are
healthier, more active and ultimately more productive
Victorians.
Last year, we invested over $2.1 billion in the Victorian
health system.
This year we’re consolidating that investment with an
additional $2.9 billion in funding to further pursue this
most fundamental of objectives.
A new day surgery centre in Broadmeadows and the
redevelopment of Goulburn Valley Health in
Shepparton sit at the heart of a $982 million health
infrastructure package to upgrade facilities across the
state.
$335 million will be delivered over the next five years
to tackle the elective surgery waiting list, ensuring more
public patients get the treatment they need faster.
And this budget also furthers this government’s
unwavering commitment to our ambulance service.
$116 million will be allocated to improve ambulance
response times.
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A $27.3 million infrastructure package will also deliver
more vehicles and improve the quality of key stations
around the state.
These key initiatives, combined with a range of other
vital elements in this year’s health investment package,
will see 63 000 additional hospital admissions and
23 000 emergency treatments made possible.
Delivering better and more healthcare services is
something this government will stay focused on,
because we want the system to continue to be one
Victorians can rely on.
Speaker, addressing family violence is the greatest law
and order issue facing our community today.
We’ve listened to victims, we’ve got the message and
we’re doing the work.
Things will change.
This budget provides a down payment on what will
necessarily be a substantial and enduring effort.
$572 million will be invested to respond to those
recommendations of the royal commission we can
implement immediately.
We’re commencing an immediate housing blitz that
will increase refuge options for women and children
fleeing abusive relationships.
We’re investing in greater family counselling services
and delivering a substantial increase in the capacity of
our child protection system.
And while these and other measures in the package will
support current victims of family violence, our ultimate
task is to stop it from happening in the first place.
Our prevention effort will start with a $62 million
investment in programs that we know already work.
Funding will deliver a statewide expansion of the
respectful relationships program to help break the cycle
of violence through education and cultural change.
It will also support the state’s first gender equality
strategy to shift attitudes toward women, and instil the
equality message across our community.
As our community grows, so too must our support for
the men and women who keep it safe.
We know that a large share of the responsibility for
addressing family violence across the community falls
on our police force.
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More often than not they are the first responders.
Which is why this budget delivers $540 million in
funding to recruit and train 406 additional sworn
officers.
$37 million will be invested in improving police
stations across regional areas, while $63 million will be
allocated to strengthen our counterterrorism capability.
Our police patrol our streets and protect our growing
communities.
And they have the full support of this government.
Speaker, the secret to Victoria’s success is our diversity
and our livability.
This didn’t happen by accident.
It’s the result of a longstanding tradition of a
conscientious community willing to embrace the future
with an open mind.
This tradition has seen us earn a reputation around the
world as cultural and creative pacesetters.
The budget provides $152 million to boost Victoria’s
job-creating film, arts, TV, screen, music and design
sectors.
Our creative industries are growing at twice the rate of
the broader economy, and our investment will mean
even more investment, jobs and growth.
Speaker, just as Melbourne is further established as one
of the world’s great international cities — our regional
centres and rural communities are also growing and
changing.
Regional industries are diversifying and becoming
more globally connected.
More and more families are choosing to move to
regional areas for the lifestyle and new job
opportunities.
Speaker, this government is committed to supporting
this trend and driving job creation in our regional
economies.
The budget delivers the biggest ever investment into
regional infrastructure and economic development
initiatives.
This includes $200 million for restoration works right
across our regional waterways.
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Investment will be made to secure and connect the
water supply of south-west Loddon.
Infrastructure upgrades will be funded within the
Macalister, Bacchus Marsh and Werribee irrigation
districts.
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This funding will see the development of new
community centres, arts and cultural hubs and other
community assets.
This essential infrastructure will establish vital
connection points in outer suburban areas, while also
creating jobs.

These and other investments in the state’s water grid
will help underwrite our food and fibre sector by
securing its water supply.

$50 million will also be invested in the creation of new
community hubs in growth areas.

Our regional tourism offerings — some of the most
iconic destinations in the world — will be supported by
a new $101 million Regional Tourism Infrastructure
Fund.

This funding will transform many existing sporting and
performing arts facilities located within our public
schools into community assets — accessible by the
public during weekends and non-school hours.

This new initiative combined with a new $20 million
Regional Events Fund, will pave the way for a
generation of new jobs and opportunity as more of the
world comes to visit regional Victoria.

Thinking differently about ways to finance, fund and
maintain the arterial road network in our growth areas
will also be a priority for the government going
forward.

Striking the right balance between developing our
visitor economy, while at the same time protecting the
natural environment that makes it so attractive, is vitally
important.

This budget provides full funding for the upgrade of
three significant roads in Melbourne’s growth areas:
Doherty’s Road in Laverton North, Hallam Road in
Hampton Park and Plenty Road in Mill Park.

Protecting what we have inherited and preserving it for
the future sits at the heart of a $29 million package to
improve biodiversity and protect threatened species.

Development funding for an additional 12 future road
upgrades in growth areas has also been set aside.

$20 million will also be invested in refurbishments in
our parks and gardens to ensure they remain accessible
for people of all ages and physical capabilities.
Speaker, just as our regions have specific needs and
challenges, so too do our interface and outer suburban
communities.
Understanding these needs is central in the mind of this
government.
We have a responsibility to ensure our outer suburbs
are connected and thriving communities.
Much of our education, health and transport offerings in
the budget are targeted at keeping up with growth,
while maintaining the prized livability and amenity that
make outer areas so attractive.
In the last budget, the government introduced the
Interface Growth Fund to deliver infrastructure projects
in our growing interface and outer suburban
communities.
This initiative has been a great success, which is why
this year it’s been extended and an additional
$50 million allocated.

In an Australian first, the government will also explore
packaging these roads for delivery using an availability
payment public-private partnership.
Governments must ensure that the investments we
make today will continue to provide benefits to
communities for decades to come.
New modes of procurement and engagement of the
private sector is one of many ways this government is
ensuring this happens.
Speaker, this budget is a statement to the Victorian
community about the Andrews Labor government’s
values and priorities.
Our message is clear.
We can be relied upon to make the investments
required to help the Victorian community succeed.
But we will also manage our finances responsibly.
Governments are always faced with difficult choices.
In the end, only those governments that strike a balance
between addressing today’s challenges and providing
for the future, can lay claim to holding up their end of
the electoral bargain.
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It’s not easy, but it’s why we’re here.
There’s an ancient Greek proverb which posits that
‘Society grows great when old people plant trees whose
shade they will never sit in’.
Speaker, great vision without bold action is simply a
dream.
The time for excuses and blame-shifting has long since
come to an end.
This government knows what it means to deliver — not
for rhetorical purposes, but for the future.
In the end, it’s about getting it done.
It means investing in the future because it can’t wait
until tomorrow.
It means investing in, and strengthening our community
because without it we are all adrift.
It means investing in our people because education,
health and security are the cornerstones of strong
economies and even stronger communities.
But more than all of this, Speaker, it means honouring
our commitments to Victoria — the greatest state in the
greatest nation.
That’s what this budget seeks to achieve and I’m proud
to present it to the people of Victoria.
Because we are getting it done.
Mr M. O’BRIEN (Malvern) — The usual practice
after the budget speech is to move that the debate be
adjourned. However, it is also usual for a budget speech
to lay out a detailed plan to grow the economy and
create jobs, and the Treasurer has failed to do so.
It is also usual for a budget to reduce cost-of-living
pressures on Victorian households instead of making
them worse through higher taxes — and again the
Treasurer has failed. In fact this budget is so flimsy, so
lightweight, so devoid of substance the opposition will
deal with it here and now.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I seek
some clarification and guidance from yourself and the
opposition. I want to be very clear about what is going
on in the house and to confirm from the opposition that
we are moving immediately on to their budget reply,
which they are perfectly able to do under the — —
Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER — Order!
Ms Allan — However, for the benefit of the house
can we be clear that this is now the budget reply from
the opposition — a reply to a budget that opposition
members have had in their hands for 30 minutes and
barely would have been able to go into in the depth and
detail that is required of such a speech in this chamber?
It exposes this attempt as nothing more than a political
stunt on a day that the Treasurer has delivered a
fantastic budget.
Mr Clark — On the point of order, Speaker, this is
a disgraceful attempt by the Leader of the House to
disrupt and obstruct the member for Malvern from
exercising his right to deliver a reply to the budget
speech. The least the Leader of the House could do is
sit down and let him exercise his right to speak on this
bill in the manner in which he sees fit. There is no point
of order.
The SPEAKER — Order! As there are no other
points of order, the member for Malvern will continue
and be heard in silence.
Mr M. O’BRIEN — This budget is so flimsy, so
lightweight, so devoid of substance that the opposition
will deal with it here and now. The Treasurer’s budget
speech was about as convincing as a Johnny Depp court
video but without the substance.
Far from getting it done, as the Treasurer boasted, this
budget is all about Victorians getting done over by
Labor: getting done over by Labor’s broken promises,
getting done over by Labor’s greedy taxes and charges,
and getting done over by Labor’s failure to properly
fund its infrastructure promises. Victorians are getting
done over by a government too distracted by its own
internal battles and factional intrigue to focus on the
needs of the Victorians it is sworn to serve.
While the government may boast about budget
surpluses, Victorians ask: why then are police stations
closing and frontline police being cut? While the
government says it supports industry, Victorians ask:
why then is New South Wales blitzing us when it
comes to creating new jobs? While the government
claims it backs business, Victorians ask: why then is the
Treasurer attacking us with new taxes? While the
government pretends to support families, Victorians
ask: why then are families facing higher power bills and
higher rents due to this government’s greed?
We heard the Treasurer go through the motions today,
but once we strip away the spin, we see that it is a
hollow budget from a hollow Treasurer. Who pays the
price for Labor’s economic failings? As always, the
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victims are Victorian families. In the
2016–17 year, Ford will end production in Victoria,
Holden will close down its Port Melbourne engine plant
and Toyota will finish up production next year.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Warrandyte will stop advising the Chair. I warn the
member for Melton.
Mr M. O’BRIEN — Many thousands of jobs in the
manufacturing, components, parts and supply chain
industries will go as a result of the end of car
manufacturing in Victoria. But where is the jobs plan
from this government? How are these thousands of
Victorians going to find new opportunities? We know
that New South Wales is racing ahead when it comes to
job creation. Since December 2014 New South Wales
has created 81 275 more jobs than has Victoria. In the
coalition’s last year in office Victoria’s economy
created 77 950 jobs compared to just 33 837 that Labor
created in its first year. Job creation is shuddering in
Victoria under Labor. Declaring new public holidays,
supporting militant unionism and ripping up major
infrastructure projects — all of these bad decisions by
the government have consequences in the real world.
Despite Labor using TAFE as a political pawn, we
know that fewer students are getting a TAFE education
under Labor than under the coalition.
Victorians are entitled to expect a budget that sets out a
clear plan to grow our state’s economy and a clear plan
to create jobs. Instead the Andrews Labor government
delivers nothing but spin and slogans. It is simply not
good enough.
When we look at the revenue windfalls this Treasurer
has received, we see that he is walking proof of the
adage: it is far better to be lucky than good. There are
drunken sailors who look at the Treasurer and say,
‘Mate, you might want to watch your spending’.
Let us take a brief look at just some of the windfall
gains this Treasurer has received since the election
without lifting a finger. Land transfer duties, or stamp
duties, are up by $1.6 billion since Labor was elected,
from $4.4 billion in 2014–15 to $6 billion this year.
Goods and services tax receipts are also up. Victoria is
set to rake in an extra $1 billion, from $12 billion in
2014–15 to $13 billion this year, thanks to the
Commonwealth Grants Commission.
Then there is the Tattslotto litigation over gaming
machine licences. When this case was first decided
against the state, the payment of $540 million was
made from the coalition’s budget to the Tatts Group.
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With the final determination made in favour of the state
by the High Court this year, over $560 million,
including interest, came back into the state budget as a
windfall gain. This is a Treasurer who has literally had
a Tattslotto win — but that has not stopped him from
hitting Victorians with new taxes.
The Treasurer is like one of those sad cases you see on
current affairs TV programs, the type of person who
wins the big lotto prize, buys motorbikes for all his
mates and then winds up living in someone’s garage
looking for a handout. It is an extraordinary amount of
money this Treasurer has received — billions of dollars
in extra stamp duty, extra GST and Tattslotto windfalls,
not to mention payroll and land tax, and the $6 billion
to $7 billion that will be secured with the 50-year lease
of the port of Melbourne. Even, I dare say, Kim
Kardashian would struggle to spend it, but this is a
Treasurer who puts Kim Kardashian to shame.
To add insult to injury, while the Treasurer is on a
spending spree he is preaching austerity to local
councils across Victoria. Under the government’s rate
capping policy, mayors are told to limit rate rises to
2.5 per cent. Clearly this Labor government believes,
‘Do as I say, not as I do’. In this year’s budget alone
revenue is increased 6.9 per cent from 2015–16. If
Labor applied the rate capping limit to itself, it would
hand back $151 million in payroll tax, $448 million in
land tax and over $30 million in fire services levies.
But the hypocrites in this government would never
apply to themselves the standards they expect of others.
The coalition had expenditure increases at an average
of 2.6 per cent a year across the forward estimates. By
contrast, Labor is busy paying off its mates in the
public sector unions with sweetheart industrial deals
and no productivity trade-offs.
Since Labor was elected the public sector wages bill
has blown out from $18.5 billion to $21.3 billion — an
increase of $2.8 billion or 15 per cent. This is not a
15 per cent increased investment in frontline services;
this is the cost to taxpayers of backroom deals with
Labor’s union mates. Spend first, ask questions later —
that is the Labor way.
If all of those tax windfalls were not enough, and
clearly they were not, the Treasurer has also announced
a raft of new tax increases that will hit Victorians in the
hip pocket.
The land tax surcharge introduced by Labor last year is
to be increased threefold, to 1.5 per cent. The stamp
duty surcharge will rise, from 3 per cent to 7 per cent.
These property taxes will not hit foreign investors, as
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the Treasurer would have you believe; they will be
passed on to those who rent these properties, one way
or the other. These new property taxes will cost
Victorians $486 million across the forward estimates,
and this is before we come to the new coal tax.
The appetite of this Treasurer to gorge on tax brings to
mind the Roald Dahl book Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory. One character in particular springs to mind. I
have thought about it. When it comes to tax, the
Treasurer is the Augustus Gloop of Victorian
politics — greedy, gluttonous — and I am afraid to say
it ends pretty badly for him.
Under this Treasurer in only two years state taxes have
increased from $17.9 billion to $21.6 billion, a massive
increase of more than 20 per cent. And having gorged
himself on taxes, the Treasurer pretends that minor
fiddling of payroll tax thresholds over four years will
offset the damage that he has caused to business
competitiveness in this state.
I sometimes think that this Treasurer’s purpose in
politics is to make former federal Treasurer Wayne
Swan look good. But I will say this for Wayne Swan: at
least when he introduced a carbon tax, he had the
decency to admit that it would drive up power prices.
When this Treasurer hikes up the tax on coal
threefold — the same coal that produces around 90 per
cent of our electricity — he has the audacity to claim it
will have no effect on power bills.
Only a fool or a liar would deny the link between
tripling taxes on coal and higher power prices.
Treasurer, take your pick. The tripling of taxes on coal
is the Premier’s very own carbon tax — a tax that will
drive up power prices, drive out businesses and cost
jobs, especially in the Latrobe Valley and in Gippsland.
Just as Julia Gillard famously told Australians on the
eve of an election, ‘There will be no carbon tax under
the government I lead’, Victorians remember the words
of the Premier on the eve of the 2014 election being
interviewed on Channel 7 news:
Peter Mitchell: Do you promise Victorians here tonight that
you will not increase taxes or introduce any new taxes?
Daniel Andrews: I make that promise, Peter, to every single
Victorian.

That promise was crystal clear — no qualification, no
hedging, no conditions — so how can this Premier
justify tripling the tax on the fuel that provides up to
90 per cent of Victoria’s electricity? How will this
Premier explain to families already struggling to pay
their power bills that he has made a deliberate decision
to make their lives that much harder? This is just
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another broken promise from a Premier whose words
simply cannot be believed.
While this Treasurer boasts about the forecast surplus,
let me provide him with a reality check. Firstly, we
remember when he claimed a budget surplus this time
last year. At the time we said it was a phoney surplus
from a phoney Treasurer — and, sure enough, the
Auditor-General agreed. He blew the whistle on this
Treasurer’s funny-money attempt to prop up a deficit
budget with east–west link payments from the
commonwealth. We now know that this Treasurer
actually delivered a deficit of $286 million last financial
year. The Auditor-General said so.
Despite this record of fiscal fiction, the Treasurer
expects to be lauded for proposing surpluses totalling
over $9 billion across the forward estimates. Yet this is
exactly what he inherited from the coalition in
December 2014. The pre-election budget update
released by the Department of Treasury and Finance
during the election campaign sets out cumulative
budget surpluses of $9.1 billion over four years. So the
boasting of this Treasurer is not only pathetic, it is
dishonest. Despite billions of dollars in tax windfalls
over the past 18 months, he has not improved the
budget bottom line one iota. This Treasurer delivered a
deficit when he promised a surplus. He has not cut
taxes; he has increased them. And he has not reduced
debt; he has raised it.
Let us nail the lie of the Treasurer when he claims that
he is reducing debt. We know that the debt to gross
state product (GSP) ratio on 31 December 2014 was
5.9 per cent. We also know that in the pre-election
budget update (PEBU) Treasury forecast that debt to
GSP would fall to 4.5 per cent in 2015–16 and stay at
that level right across the forward estimates. Just to be
clear: that was not Labor’s work; that was the
coalition’s work for which Treasury accounted. That is
the benchmark against which this budget must be
judged.
So when we see that the budget forecast of debt to GSP
in this budget is not 4.5 per cent but in fact 4.7 per cent,
the truth comes out. This Treasurer has increased debt
compared to the PEBU projections, and it will get
worse next year. More Labor debt, more Labor interest
payments, nothing to show for it — that is how Labor
rolls.
With 100 000 extra people in Victoria every year, the
need to build infrastructure to keep pace with this
population growth has never been greater. If we do not
build the infrastructure in line with our growing
population, we shall simply see life in Victoria
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becoming more congested, more crowded and more
frustrating. We are seeing the consequences in
Melbourne today. Our roads are getting busier: every
day the peak periods extend, while Saturday morning
traffic is now as bad as any day of the week. Our trams
and trains are packed. Our public hospital waiting lists
are growing. Our state schools, especially in growth
areas, just cannot keep up with local demand.
The very thing that attracts so many people from other
states and other countries to seek to settle in Victoria —
our unique quality of life — is at grave risk if we do not
act now to manage population growth and develop our
infrastructure accordingly. But this budget has no plan
for managing population growth, no plan to build the
infrastructure that our rapidly increasing population
demands and no plan to encourage migrants to this state
to see Victoria as so much more than just Melbourne.
But why would we expect a Labor government that has
shut down the regional living expo to have any idea
about promoting regional Victoria as a place to live
when we have Labor’s Minister for Training and Skills
describing Geelong as, and I quote, ‘Melbourne’s
biggest regional city’? Victorians who live beyond the
tram tracks know that Labor just does not care about
them. Instead this government views population growth
as an ATM for tax revenue rather than as an obligation
that must be managed. This budget has no credible plan
for building the infrastructure that our growing state
needs. A plan without funding is just a wish list, and
that is all we get from this Labor government — an
infrastructure wish list.
The hollow words of the Premier and Treasurer before
the election, the promises that all of their infrastructure
promises were fully costed and fully funded — those
words have turned to dust. Where in this budget is the
claimed full funding for the $11 billion Melbourne
Metro project? Here we see that the Andrews Labor
government has far more in common with the
governments of Cain and Kirner than it does with those
of Bracks and Brumby. The Treasurer appears to be
engaging in accounting tricks to shift the Melbourne
Metro project off the general government sector
balance sheet. Labor appears to be trying to hide its
debt funding of Melbourne Metro by the use of dodgy
accounting tricks that would be more at home in
Panama than in Treasury Place.
Despite this funny-money debt funding, the Andrews
Labor government still wants the Prime Minister to
write it a multibillion-dollar cheque on the basis of a
paper thin business case. This is what the planning
minister said, and I quote, ‘We invite the Prime
Minister to come on a journey with us’. Come on a
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journey with us? Will somebody please tell the minister
Melbourne Metro is an $11 billion rail project, not a
reality TV show. This government cannot produce a
serious business case, but it thinks greeting card slogans
will get it over the line.
The Premier also wants to cut South Yarra station from
the Melbourne Metro project despite the massive
development and population growth happening right on
its doorstep. What is the Premier’s excuse for ditching
South Yarra station? He claims, ‘We can’t afford it’.
This from a Premier who has never put the words ‘we’
and ‘can’t afford it’ in the same sentence. Where in this
budget is the funding to match the Turnbull
government’s $1.5 billion roads package for Victoria?
No funding is set out. Where in this budget do we see
the full funding for the removal of each of Labor’s
promised 50 level crossings? Nowhere. When it comes
to state-shaping infrastructure, the Andrews Labor
government’s greatest claim to fame is that it wasted
$1.1 billion of taxpayers money to not build a
desperately needed road — the east–west link.
And what of Infrastructure Victoria, the supposed
independent infrastructure watchdog so proudly
trumpeted by this government? It turns out the
infrastructure watchdog is actually an infrastructure
lapdog. Infrastructure Victoria has been confined to the
kennel with a muzzle on. What is the point of taxpayers
paying $10 million a year to establish an infrastructure
body that has not examined a single project of this
government? What has the Andrews government got to
hide? Why does it refuse to have its projects assessed
by Infrastructure Victoria? It is a joke. If this
government expects there to be any level of bipartisan
support for the work of Infrastructure Victoria, it needs
to put it to work and allow it to prove its worth, not
simply roll it out as a convenient smokescreen when it
suits the government.
When it comes to moving Victorians around this state,
it is not enough that the Andrews government fails to
build the infrastructure that we desperately need. No,
this government even wants to prevent the private
sector from providing services to move Victorians
around. This government loves to trumpet its so-called
progressive credentials when it comes to putting sexual
politics into school curriculums, but when it comes to
Uber, Labor is about as progressive as Cobb & Co. The
transport minister has been looking at this for so long
you would think Uber was one of those Magic Eye
puzzles, and still the minister cannot see the bigger
picture. The consumers of this state are way ahead of
the minister, and it is time that she and her government
caught up and acted to put Uber on a proper footing in
Victoria.
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The first duty of any government is to protect its
citizens, and on this fundamental issue Labor has failed
Victorians. In just four years the former coalition
government massively boosted sworn Victoria Police
numbers by over 1900. In addition the coalition hired
950 Victoria Police protective services officers, who are
making such a vital difference to safety around train
stations throughout Victoria. In less than 18 months
Labor has cut frontline police numbers and closed or
cut back on police stations across Victoria.

Mr DONNELLAN (Minister for Roads and Road
Safety) — I move:

To nobody’s surprise, except perhaps the government’s,
these cuts have delivered a significant increase in crime.
Under Labor this year’s Moomba transformed from a
fun, family-friendly festival into a no-go zone for
everyone except rioters, thieves and gang members.
Under Labor we are seeing violent home invasions and
carjackings become a regular feature on our nightly
news bulletins, instilling fear into law-abiding families
whether they are in their homes or on the roads. Under
Labor we are seeing the no-pursuit policy leave
Victoria Police officers on the front line feeling
frustrated, disempowered and helpless.

Debate adjourned until next day.

Today’s budget provides little relief for Victoria Police
or indeed for Victorians. Police stations that have been
closed by Labor remain closed. The number of sworn
police officers remains far too low to cope with our
growing population, and this means that crime will
continue to rise. Considering this Treasurer is rolling in
billions of dollars of extra tax revenue, why will he not
fund Victoria Police properly? This tells us a lot about
Labor’s priorities. Labor can find money for a new
logo, but not enough for police. Labor can find money
for private ministerial offices at train stations, but not
enough for police. Under Labor there is money for
penguins, but not enough for police.
This budget is swimming in extra revenue from
booming stamp duties, population growth and GST —
yet Labor hikes taxes to hurt hardworking Victorian
families; yet Labor sits back as police stations close
across our state; yet Labor fails to develop a jobs plan
while our car industry shuts down and New South
Wales continues to power ahead of us; yet Labor
refuses to tackle the unmanaged population growth that
jeopardises the quality of life that sets us apart as
Victorians. This is a budget of poor decisions and
missed opportunities. It is a story of a government that
cannot control its spending and has the wrong priorities
for this state. Victorians deserve better than this budget,
and they certainly deserve better than this out of touch
Labor government.

That the debate be adjourned.

This is so we can let the house know that
Standard & Poor’s has just confirmed the AAA credit
rating, after the drivel we have heard from the member
for Malvern.
Motion agreed to and debate adjourned.

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT
2016–2017) BILL 2016
Message read recommending appropriation and
transmitting estimates of expenditure for 2016–17.
Estimates tabled.
Introduction and first reading
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport)
introduced a bill for an act for the appropriation of
certain sums out of the Consolidated Fund for the
Parliament in respect of the financial year 2016–17
and for other purposes.
Read first time; under standing order 87, ordered to
be read second time immediately.
Statement of compatibility
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) tabled
following statement in accordance with Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Appropriation
(Parliament 2016–2017) Bill 2016.
In my opinion, the Appropriation (Parliament 2016–2017)
Bill 2016, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is
compatible with the human rights protected by the charter act.
I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The purpose of the Appropriation (Parliament 2016–2017)
Bill 2016 is to provide appropriation authority for payments
from the Consolidated Fund to the Parliament in respect of
the 2016–2017 financial year.
Human rights issues
1.

Human rights protected by the charter act that are
relevant to the bill

The bill does not raise any human rights issues.
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Consideration of reasonable limitations — section
7(2)

As the bill does not raise any human rights issues, it does not
limit any human rights, and therefore it is not necessary to
consider section 7(2) of the charter act.
Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the charter act
because it does not raise any human rights issues.
Tim Pallas, MP
Treasurer

Second reading
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
sessional orders:
The bill provides appropriation authority for payments from
the Consolidated Fund to the Parliament in respect of the
2016–17 financial year including ongoing liabilities incurred
by the Parliament such as employee entitlements that may be
realised in the future.
Honourable members will be aware that other funds are
appropriated for parliamentary purposes by way of special
appropriations contained in other legislation. In addition,
unapplied appropriations under the Appropriation (Parliament
2015–2016) Act 2015 have been estimated and included in
the budget papers. Prior to 30 June actual unapplied
appropriation will be finalised and the 2016–17
appropriations adjusted by the approved carryover amounts
pursuant to the provisions of section 32 of the Financial
Management Act 1994.
In line with the wishes of the Presiding Officers,
appropriations in the bill are made to the departments of the
Parliament.
The total appropriation authority sought in this bill is
$128 888 000 (clause 3 of the bill) for Parliament in respect of
the 2016–17 financial year.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr CLARK (Box
Hill).
Debate adjourned until next day.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourns until Tuesday, 3 May
2016.

Motion agreed to.
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MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Jan Moore
Mr DONNELLAN (Minister for Roads and Road
Safety) — I want to pay tribute to a dear friend of mine,
Jan Moore — very much a true believer of the Labor
Party — who passed away on 17 April after suffering
for many years from Parkinson’s disease. No party has
had more done for it than Jan did for the ALP, and no
party has been loved more than Jan loved the ALP. Jan
Moore’s whole life was focused on trying to see the
ALP succeed at every election. A good friend of mine,
Tony Robinson, called her the bowerbird of the ALP.
She used to go around collecting cricket bats and other
little items that she would get signed. We used them at
auctions to raise enormous sums of money for marginal
seats over many, many years.
Apart from her great love of the ALP, which was really
her true love, she had two beautiful daughters, Sally
and Melinda. One other thing: she had a marvellous
love of the Collingwood Football Club, a team she got
Paul Keating — her golden boy — to eventually also
support.
I recall former Prime Minister Julia Gillard visiting Jan
Moore in her nursing home at Lynch’s Bridge in
Kensington. The Prime Minister had 30 minutes to
quickly visit Jan, who was her dear friend from
Melbourne University. The first thing that Jan Moore
told the Prime Minister of the day was that her earrings
were too long and were not appropriate for TV.
Mr Battin interjected.
Mr DONNELLAN — Yes, only Jan Moore would
have the temerity, the cheek, the gumption and the
beauty to actually say to the Prime Minister, ‘Get a
different dress’.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — The message could
not have been any clearer, it could not have been any
louder and it could not have been any more direct:
‘Premier Daniel Andrews, do not sell out the volunteers
in a deal with the United Firefighters Union’ (UFU).
Four hundred and twenty-one volunteer vehicles and
more than 1500 volunteers drove around Parliament
House in support of the Country Fire Authority (CFA)
chief, the CFA CEO and the CFA board, to place on
record their genuine concern that they are being sold
out. Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria arranged at short
notice a motorcade in order to voice its strong objection
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to the current enterprise bargaining agreement on the
table that will hand power to the UFU and remove the
rights of volunteer firefighters in our state.
Volunteer firefighters have protected the state for many
generations. The community support the work they
have done and will continue to do so in the future. It
appears the Premier is at odds with everyone, including
his own minister. Volunteers across the state are now
emailing their local MPs to ask for their support. I
speak directly to the government backbenchers: today is
their chance to support the volunteers and say they will
not support the Premier’s handling of this negotiation.
The member for Frankston, a former career firefighter
and now volunteer firefighter, should stand up today
and call on the Premier and Peter Marshall to stop
putting at risk the future of the CFA. Either the member
for Frankston supports his minister, the CFA CEO, the
CFA chief, the board and 60 000 volunteers or he
supports the Premier and the UFU. I know who I
support, so I ask the member for Frankston whether he
will come out publicly and support volunteer
firefighters in Victoria.

Pascoe Vale South Primary School
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — I stand today to celebrate the terrific news
that one of my great local schools is getting the funding
it deserves in this outstanding state budget. It is a huge
win for the students, parents and teachers at Pascoe
Vale South Primary School, which has been given
$3.5 million to upgrade its facilities. This is long
overdue and very well deserved. The classrooms and
administration block were built in the 1950s and 1960s
and have been assessed as no longer suitable for
modern teaching practices.
Three hundred and twenty-eight kids will soon have a
better chance in life because the Andrews Labor
government has seen their needs and acted. This is an
investment in their futures and in our community. The
school has been dealing with rotten weatherboards and
leaking roofs, and this funding will mean our kids will
have the facilities they need to learn.
I would like to thank the Deputy Premier and Minister
for Education and my colleague the member for Pascoe
Vale. We have worked really hard together to ensure
that this school gets what it needs. I am proud as the
local member for Brunswick and as a member of this
government that we have delivered this funding to
serve a growing local community. We will not leave
our children behind. Every child deserves the
opportunity to reach their full potential, and this
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upgrade will help the students of Pascoe Vale South
Primary School achieve their very best. I look forward
to bringing to the house news of this gorgeous school’s
progress.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — I rise today in regard to
the Premier’s meddling in enterprise bargaining
agreement (EBA) negotiations with the United
Firefighters Union. Everyone agrees that career
firefighters deserve fair pay and conditions — and this
has never been disputed — but there are genuine
concerns raised by Country Fire Authority (CFA)
volunteers on aspects of the said EBA that need
addressing. The following is an extract from
correspondence sent to the Premier by some of my
local CFA volunteers which highlights the issues and
potential impacts very clearly. It says, and I quote:
I write this letter with concern and make call on you to right a
wrong that impacts on me and 57 000 other volunteers and
career staff in the CFA. I, like many others, paid and unpaid,
joined the CFA to protect our communities from fire and
other emergencies. This is a commitment I make and reaffirm
every day, obtaining and maintaining skills, giving freely of
my time and appreciating the sacrifices that my family makes
to enable me to do it. BUT enough is enough when one body
of 880 persons you are going to support in preference to the
57 000 volunteers, allowing this small group to have veto and
right of decision-making over our board and chief officer and
me in the name of industrial relations is abhorrent!

On Saturday we saw CFA volunteers from across the
state of Victoria, including those in the Morwell
electorate, converge on Parliament House to send a
very strong and clear message to the Premier. One can
only hope that the Premier listens clearly to the voices
of our CFA volunteers, because without their
dedication, commitment and resources our
communities would be in dire straits.

Plenty Road, Mill Park, duplication
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Industry) — I am
very, very pleased that in today’s budget the people of
my community are going to see Plenty Road in Mill
Park widened further. Plenty Road in the suburb of Mill
Park has been under considerable strain in terms of road
traffic, and I am so excited that today we have got
money in the budget to deliver the widening of that
really important road that connects the northern suburbs
to the inner city of Melbourne. That is something that is
really exciting. Members of my community have been
calling for that for some time now, and I am really
pleased to see that it is a Labor government that
actually delivers on those commitments.
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Mernda rail extension
Ms D’AMBROSIO — I also want to acknowledge
the fact that the Mernda rail extension will of course
receive significant funding to see that that rail extension
is fully constructed. That is exciting because, as we
know, there are two to three new stations that are going
to be built to cater for the growing community.
Together with the member for Yan Yean I am really
pleased to see such a fantastic project get the funding to
see it fully constructed in a very short period of time.

Interface Growth Fund
Ms D’AMBROSIO — I also want to acknowledge
the fact that the Minister for Local Government has
again produced a fantastic amount of money for the
interface growth councils and $50 million to help the
fastest growing communities in metro Melbourne.

Cr Jennifer Yang
Mr R. SMITH (Warrandyte) — I have had a
number of constituents raise concerns with me recently
about the viability of the current mayor of
Manningham, Cr Jennifer Yang, maintaining her
position as mayor while running for a Senate position
for the Labor Party in this year’s federal election.
Residents are questioning whether someone who has
run for the state electorate of Mount Waverley while on
council and who now is running for a federal position
while mayor is focused enough on the city she has been
elected to represent. Many residents have told me that
they believe the mayoral car, salary and indeed position
should be given up by Cr Yang while her focus is
elsewhere — indeed while she has clearly flagged that
she wants a different job. It is my hope that she listens
to Manningham ratepayers and does the right thing.

Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing
Mr R. SMITH — I wish to condemn the Minister
for Housing, Disability and Ageing in the strongest
possible terms for his refusal to respond to
correspondence I sent to him in August last year.
Although I received acknowledgement of the letter
12 days later, he has refused to answer the substance of
the letter. I have sent follow-up letters in November and
more recently last month. As well as this, my office has
spoken to his on six separate occasions — twice in
December and four times in February — and on each
call my office was assured a response was coming.
If the minister and his office put as much effort into
doing their jobs as they do into fobbing off genuine
queries from my constituents, we would see some real
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achievements. If the minister cannot do something as
simple as respond to a letter inside eight months, then
that is a real signal that his portfolio responsibilities are
beyond him.

Northcote electorate schools
Ms RICHARDSON (Minister for Women) —
Schools in my electorate, like so many across the state,
will benefit today from Labor’s biggest boost to
upgrade and build schools as part of this year’s state
budget. I would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate the Treasurer and the Minister for Finance
on the work that they have undertaken to deliver this
year’s budget. Today is a proud day for every member
of the Andrew’s Labor government because today’s
budget speaks to who we are and what we are trying to
achieve for the benefit of all Victorians.
There is $900 million for school infrastructure funding,
and two schools in my electorate will be the initial
beneficiaries of this significant investment. Croxton
School, which caters for students with disabilities, will
be receiving $5 million; and Northcote High School
will receive $1.5 million to complete stage 1 of its
master plan — in addition to the $3 million committed
in last year’s budget for a new performing arts centre.
The story of Croxton illustrates what a difference a
Labor government versus a Liberal government can
make. The school community submitted their plans to
upgrade their school in late 2010. Sadly, the Liberals
came to power that same year and shelved those plans
and ignored the concerns of the school. There were
cracks in walls, crumbling footpaths and some very real
safety concerns. It has taken a Labor government and a
very Labor state budget to address the concerns of
Croxton School and not only that but put education
back where it should be — a key concern and an
ongoing priority for the state government. Principal
Bev Fegan said it best by saying, ‘It’s the best
opportunity for our kids’ and ‘To have first-rate
facilities is really what these kids deserve’. How true.
These kids deserve the best education, and that is
precisely what they will get under an Andrews Labor
government.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — This year’s budget
season has brought the unwanted news that the
Andrews government intends to sacrifice the Country
Fire Authority (CFA) to the United Firefighters Union.
This is no ordinary Labor sop handed to its union
mates. This is a deal the like of which we have not seen

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Wednesday, 27 April 2016

ASSEMBLY

since the days before the Labor split. This is straight out
socialism. In the process a highly efficient volunteer
organisation with a long and proud history will be
destroyed, and with it this state’s capacity to fight fire.
Why? Because this deal will not allow a volunteer
brigade on the fireground to start their hoses unless
seven career firefighters are present. A local example is
that during the past summer a tree across the road from
my home was struck by lightning, exploded and started
a grass fire. The conditions were not good, and the fire
quickly raced up the hill towards the house and then
towards many other houses only metres beyond. The
prompt action of local volunteer brigades saved many
homes that day, and I thank them.
If this agreement goes ahead, brigades from
Moorooduc, Mount Eliza and Mount Martha will be
prevented from fighting fires unless career firefighters,
who will have to travel from Mornington and
potentially beyond, are there. How many houses will be
lost? How many people will have to die to satisfy the
ambitions of this union? If the CFA is to be sacrificed
on the altar of socialism, it cannot be done in secret —
it cannot be done in some Labor back room. Premier
Andrews must take this to his party room, and if those
members are stupid enough to support him they should
bring it to the Parliament for ratification. Labor
members know that if they support this crazy scheme
there will be electoral consequences.

Special needs funding
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — I am very
proud to be part of the Andrews Labor government and
ambassador for our Special Needs Plan. We are making
Victoria the education state for all students, no matter
what their background or their circumstances. It was
fantastic to see the excited faces on the students at
Kalianna School in Bendigo West when I announced
that the government would provide $4.3 million in this
year’s budget to get on with stage 1 of this new build.
The parents, carers and staff as well as the principal
were thrilled. The Kalianna School community
campaigned long and hard for this new school, and the
Andrews government listened. I look forward to seeing
this school completed in the near future.
This funding is part of a $155.8 million budget boost to
ensure students who learn differently or have special
needs get the opportunities they deserve. Having a child
with dyslexia, I am thrilled that the package includes
$22 million to help students with autism and dyslexia
by increasing the number of speech pathologists,
reading intervention programs and language screener
tools and providing extra teacher training as well as
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developing Victoria’s first dedicated strategy to help
students with learning difficulties like dyslexia.
There is an unprecedented $68.5 million to upgrade
20 specialist schools, including seven in regional
Victoria, and a doubling of the Inclusive Schools Fund,
which means schools can meet the learning needs of all
students, including those with special needs. There is an
additional $49.7 million to support an extra
1750 students who are expected to be eligible for the
Program for Students with Disabilities in 2017. This
funding is welcomed by students, parents, teachers and
those across the sector who understand the importance
of helping kids with special needs.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) — I speak on
behalf of all of the hardworking Country Fire Authority
(CFA) volunteers in our communities. On Saturday
CFA members from Wangaratta, Eldorado, Glenrowan,
Greta and Springhurst joined their fellow volunteers in
Melbourne with a total of 421 vehicles from across the
state. Premier Andrews is caving in to the city-based
United Firefighters Union (UFU), which is his payback
for the UFU’s intimidating and appalling assistance
during the 2014 election.
The CFA is at a crossroads, and the Premier of this state
has his fingerprints all over it. It is a disgrace that the
Premier is even considering agreeing to this union’s
demand. He says he governs for all Victorians, but the
UFU comes first. For a city-based union to be handed
the ability to override CFA management decisions is
insulting and will be disastrous for our
community-based firefighting service.
Eldorado volunteer Jim Buchanan told me his main
concern with the deal was the requirement for seven
UFU paid staff to attend a fire. He also has concerns
that the UFU is taking control — that is, control of
uniforms, training, everything that has to be approved
by the UFU before it gets to the volunteers. Yesterday
Max Grinter of Cobram East, a 50-year veteran, said,
‘Tell Daniel Andrews to stop interfering in the CFA.
We want to get in the truck when there’s a fire. We
want to go and put it out’.
I stand here to fight for Max Grinter, Jim Buchanan and
all CFA volunteers across the state who just want to be
able to focus on the job of protecting their communities
and residents when there is a fire. I formally ask the
Premier to stop interfering in the CFA. Greater union
control will ultimately destroy the CFA as we know it.
The enterprise bargaining agreement is completely
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unworkable, and a coalition government will fight to
reverse any changes that adversely affect CFA
volunteers.

Anzac Day
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — Once again the Anzac
Day dawn service at the Memorial Cross, Mount
Macedon, was a moving tribute to Australia’s
servicemen and women and an opportunity to
remember those who lost their lives in the service of
our country. It was my great honour to lay a wreath and
pay my respects at the foot of the cross on behalf of the
men and women of Macedon.
Each year the Mount Macedon Anzac Day dawn
service committee plans a thoughtful service. This year
former commando and Afghanistan veteran Alan
Mitchell-Lappin led us through prayers, silent
remembrance and a song or two from Frank Donovan.
Voices from the Front is a feature of the service, and
this year Braemar College captains Adele ‘Pip’ Wright
and Jack Weaver shared stories from Fromelles, while
in recognition of the 50th anniversary of the Battle of
Long Tan, Gisborne Secondary College captains Esha
Lane and Sean Doherty read Voices from Vietnam.
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate and
thank committee members, including former member
of this place Bruce Mildenhall, Jamie Byron, Frank
Donovan, Alan Mitchell-Lappin, Austin Van
Groningen, Peter Whitelaw, Helen Relph, Reg Till,
Ruth de Jong and Judy Tyers, for making the dawn
service such a memorable event and the largest Anzac
Day commemoration after the service at the Shrine of
Remembrance.

Osteoarthritis research
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) — Arthritis is a very
common condition in Australia affecting people of all
ages from all walks of life. While there are many
strategies for lessening the symptoms, arthritis often
significantly impacts the daily lives of sufferers. While
arthritis is often referred to as a single disease, it is in
fact an umbrella term for more than 100 medical
conditions of the musculoskeletal system, specifically
joints where two bones meet.
Arthritis-related problems include pain, stiffness,
inflammation, damage to joint cartilage and
surrounding structures resulting in weakness, instability
and deformities that interfere with the most basic daily
tasks. Deloitte Access Economics found that arthritis
costs the Australian economy $23 billion per year and
there are 100 000 joint replacements annually. Arthritis
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has a major impact on the health budget and hospital
waiting lists.
Dr Dan Bates and his colleagues at the Melbourne Stem
Cell Centre have worked with Monash University to
develop stem cell technology within the Therapeutic
Goods Administration framework of the biological
exemption. This technology allows for the use of the
patient’s own stem cells under the responsibility of the
doctor for a single indication and single treatment
course.
This model has also allowed for collection of human
data and the two randomised trials looking at stem cells
for osteoarthritis. These studies were funded by doctors
that believe stem cell treatment will be an important
part of the osteoarthritis solution. Early data from these
randomised trials have shown significant decreases in
pain, improved mobility, cessation of the degenerative
process and in some cases cartilage regeneration.
This is a very new and exciting indication that stem
cells are disease modifying, meaning they will
hopefully stop the progression of osteoarthritis and
result in significant decreases in the number of joint
replacements, freeing up beds and decreasing hospital
costs. I encourage federal and state governments to
explore how they can support these outstanding doctors
and their groundbreaking work.

Sunbury electorate schools
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) — The Andrews
government is very proud to be building the education
state. We are delivering on our commitment and
making sure that each and every child has a chance to
succeed. I was extremely proud to be able to announce
as part of the 2016–17 budget that Kismet Park Primary
School will receive $700 000 for much-needed repair to
and replacement of school buildings.
I was also thrilled to announce $4.8 million for Sunbury
College from the 2016–17 budget — a commitment
that I am very proud of. This comes on top of our
existing commitment of $3 million for a new science
wing at the school, taking the total investment over the
past two budgets to $7.8 million.
I would have to say, though, that the best news was
seeing what our $4 million commitment to Sunbury and
Macedon Ranges Specialist School means to that
school and what a difference the funding will make. I
want to thank the Minister for Education for his
outstanding commitment to education in Sunbury, and
also the member for Macedon, who I know supports the
Bullengarook campus of Sunbury and Macedon Ranges
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Specialist School. This funding will go a long way and
ensure that specialist education in Sunbury is supported.
Going forward, I have committed to working very
closely with the school to ensure that the issues it faces
are addressed and that this wonderful school can keep
doing what it does best. Today’s budget commitment
places an additional $1.1 billion to build, upgrade and
maintain schools. This is an outstanding commitment
and is part of the Andrews government’s commitment
to building the education state.

Sandringham Hospital
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — I call on the government
to keep the Sandringham Hospital’s emergency
department open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. I refer
to a press release issued by the Minister for Health,
dated Wednesday, 30 March 2016, and I quote:
A $5.8 million cut to Alfred Health’s budget bottom line
could see the health service with no other option but to close
Sandringham Hospital’s emergency department from 7 p.m.
to 7 a.m. to recover the costs, turning the 24 hour emergency
department into a 12 hour operation.

I remind the Minister for Health that she is in fact the
minister and it is her responsibility to make sure that
people who live in the southern suburbs have access to
an adequate emergency hospital service. An emergency
department closed for 12 hours every day is by
definition not a proper emergency department.
This is the emergency service available to Bayside
residents and indeed I expect also to Kingston residents.
I note the member for Mordialloc is present in the
chamber. Doctors of course refer Bayside residents to
the Sandringham Hospital emergency department. It is
an excellent service. Unfortunately, I had to use it twice
last year, but it is an excellent service. It is most
important for local residents, and I urge the government
to commit to keeping this a 24-hour, 7-days-a-week
service.

Gordon TAFE
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) — It was a real privilege
to join the Minister for Education and the Minister for
Training and Skills in Geelong yesterday to announce
the Geelong tech school location. Geelong students will
soon have access to high-tech learning at the Gordon
TAFE city campus. The new cutting-edge tech school
will be an innovative learning centre with a focus on
areas such as science and technology, health care, social
assistance, construction with links to advanced
manufacturing, robotics, agriscience and business.
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The Geelong consultative committee, consisting of
educators and members of the community and industry,
has worked hard over the past months to establish the
best location. The Andrews Labor government
supported the community recommendations to locate
the tech school at the Gordon city campus. I want to
congratulate and thank the Minister for Education for
listening to Geelong. I also thank the Gordon for its
support and commitment.
A new three-storey building will replace the old
single-storey student support facility. This will give the
Gordon students a brand-new support centre, with the
remaining two floors being the new state-of-the-art tech
school. This location is ideal for students, with great
access to public transport, with the Geelong railway
station across the road and bus stops at the door. The
Gordon is located in a precinct that includes the
recently opened state-of-the-art Geelong library, the
soon-to-be-redeveloped performing arts centre, the
Courthouse Youth Arts centre and the proposed green
spine project.
This is an exciting announcement for Geelong, and I
look forward to working with the committee to ensure
that — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines) —
Order! The member’s time has expired.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — At approximately 6.30 this
morning I once again heard the siren at Wandin
Country Fire Authority (CFA), and I knew that our
wonderful volunteers — the backbone of my
community — would immediately drop what they were
doing and respond once again to an emergency. So,
Acting Speaker, you will understand why I was
appalled a short time later to read in today’s Herald Sun
an article headed ‘Secret draft agreement exposes full
extent of Premier Andrews’ proposed surrender of CFA
to United Firefighters Union’. The story reveals the
existence of a secret draft agreement exposing the
Premier’s betrayal of the Country Fire Authority. A
clause in the draft says the CFA must get United
Firefighters Union (UFU) approval for any policy that
affects the application or operation of this agreement or
the work of employees covered.
This action gives the city-based UFU veto power over
equipment, vehicles and clothing issued by the CFA,
which is against the wishes of volunteers and is likely
to trigger mass resignations. It is troubling that the UFU
has also been blatantly using a statewide emergency
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paging system to promote its politicised agenda. The
whole arrangement stinks of dodgy political deals and
an unadulterated union power grab. Under Premier
Andrews Victoria is going back to the Cain and Kirner
dark days of union control.

Anzac Day
Mrs FYFFE — I would like to commend the
Lilydale RSL, the Rotary Club of Wandin and Yering
Primary School for putting on very touching and
respectful local Anzac services, which ran across the
Anzac Day public holiday weekend. The children were
fantastic.

Oakleigh electorate school infrastructure
funding
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) — I am thankful
for the opportunity to be able to speak about education
and schools on this side of the house. I am thankful
because under the Andrews government Victoria is
truly an education state. I had the opportunity to look
up the amount of capital funding for schools in my
community during the term of the last Liberal
government. It was slim pickings indeed — so slim that
it was almost non-existent.
Compare that to what we have seen today: $4 million to
Carnegie Primary School to complete its master plan;
$8.55 million to Glen Eira College to add to the
$950 000 delivered last year; $290 000 to
Murrumbeena Primary School for much-needed works;
$290 000 to Glen Huntly Primary School to meet the
shortfall to complete its projects; $160 000 to Clayton
North Primary School, again for much-needed works;
major funds to Hughesdale Primary School and
Oakleigh Primary School to develop master plans so
we can adequately address their needs in the coming
years; and not forgetting $5.7 million to Amsleigh Park
Primary School for a major upgrade in last year’s
budget and some funds to assist the newly named
Mount Waverley Heights Primary School to rebrand for
the future.
This Labor government supports schools. This has been
made abundantly clear by this budget and stands in
huge contrast to what saw from those opposite during
their time in office. I had the added pleasure of hearing
from the Minister for Education and the Premier
yesterday that Monash University will be the site of a
tech school in my electorate. Again, this is an
outstanding achievement for a government truly
committed to education.
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Beaumaris Girl Guides
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I pay tribute to
the leaders of the Beaumaris Girl Guides unit, including
Jenny Holmes, a guide leader for over 20 years, also
known as Kookaburra; Genevieve Williams, also
known as Kangaroo; Amber Nissen, also known as
Cockatoo; and Saskia Penn, also known as Banksia.
The Beaumaris guides hall was burnt in a fire in 2014.
Earlier this year the hall was reopened. Girl Guides
Australia is a valuable organisation that helps girls to
become future leaders of their community, allowing
them the power to find confidence in themselves and
overcome many challenges. The building itself has
been a place of learning, friendship and community.
Long may it continue to serve that role.

Beaumaris RSL
Mr THOMPSON — I pay tribute to the Beaumaris
RSL and the wider Beaumaris community for an
outstanding commemorative march and service on
Sunday, 17 April. I pay tribute to John de C. Douglas,
the convenor; Reverend Bill Pugh, the chaplain; scout
Loren Henry; cub scout Ashleigh Wallis; rover scout
Kent Bennett, representing the 1st Beaumaris Sea
Scouts; group captain Carl Schiller, who spoke on the
day; the Vocally Wild Choir; Mr Peter Corfield; and
Mr Peter Algie. I also pay tribute to the St Leonard’s
College band and its musical director, Peter Foley,
choirmaster Robert Dryden, Mrs Reg Black, Mrs Mairi
McIntosh, Mr David Docherty and Dr Rob
Cuthbertson.

Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize
Ms SULEYMAN (St Albans) — On Saturday,
23 March, the Spirit of Anzac Prize delegation departed
Melbourne for Greece. It was an amazing experience
for 22 students to be able to travel to and visit Lemnos,
Crete, the Hellenic-Australian Memorial Park, the
Souda Bay war memorial and many other sites. We
paid our respects to those who sacrificed their lives for
our country.
We were so impressed by the deep and genuine
connection that each student had created with their
Adopt a Digger presentation, which ensures that
previously unknown relatives and soldiers have their
stories shared and commemorated. We also discovered
the special bond between Australia and Greece.
It was an honour to lead the delegation on behalf of the
Victorian government. I had the opportunity to meet
such talented young students and was able to witness
their excitement and emotions during this journey. I
would like to acknowledge the teachers, Kym, Justin
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and David, the Australian servicemen, Bob Elworthy
and Stuart Dodds, and Sarah, our tour historian.
I would particularly like to thank Rowena and Karen
from the veterans branch of the Department of Premier
and Cabinet, and I also congratulate the Minister for
Veterans on having such a program. I genuinely believe
these students have gained an insight into the journey of
those who sacrificed their lives for our country.

of the mainland Chinese who resisted the Japanese
invasion of China. We need to acknowledge the fact
that because of the Chinese people and China’s
resistance to the Japanese, the Japanese juggernaut was
prevented from coming to Australia. We owe China
and the Chinese people a debt of gratitude.

HEALTH COMPLAINTS BILL 2016
Council’s amendments

Koti Ngawati
Ms SULEYMAN — On another matter I would like
to congratulate Sunshine North local swimmer Koti
Ngawati, who has secured a spot at the Rio Olympic
Games. We are very proud of her achievements and
wish her all the very best for the future.

Vaisakhi festival
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) — It was with great
pleasure that I recently joined many residents from the
Quarters estate in Cranbourne West to celebrate
Vaisakhi. Vaisakhi is the festival that celebrates the
founding of the Sikh community known as the Khalsa.
The Quarters’ Vaisakhi festival included families
singing traditional songs, with food provided by local
residents of the Quarters estate and by restaurants in the
local area of Cranbourne. I congratulate the organisers.

Cranbourne Italian Senior Citizens Club
Mr PERERA — It was also with great pleasure that
I took part in a celebration of the Cranbourne Italian
Senior Citizens Club’s 19th anniversary. Since my
election in 2002 I have been proudly supporting this
not-for-profit organisation, and I congratulate it on this
milestone. Members of the Italian community of
Cranbourne and surrounds have given so much to the
local community. I wish them many good years to
come.

Cranbourne Secondary College
Mr PERERA — It was also with great pleasure that
I represented the Minister for Education in announcing
that the Andrews Labor government will invest a
further much-needed $9 million in the modernisation of
Cranbourne Secondary College. The funding will go
towards a school rebuild, including upgrades to the
science and technology wing and building new
classrooms. Labor started the modernisation of
Cranbourne Secondary College, and Labor will finish
it.

Anzac Day
Mr LIM (Clarinda) — I had the honour of attending
the Anzac Day parade this year along with descendants
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Message from Council relating to following
amendments considered:
1.

Clause 139, line 2, omit “The” and insert “As soon as
practicable after the end of each financial year but not
later than 30 November, the”.

2.

Clause 139, lines 4 to 5, omit “within 12 months of the
end of the financial year to which the report applies”.

Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — I move:
That the amendments be agreed to.

Very briefly, these are amendments that were proposed
by the opposition in the upper house. They essentially
go to the reporting obligations. We have no objection to
them and are therefore more than happy to agree to
them and to really focus on getting the Health
Complaints Bill 2016 through so we are able to get on
with empowering our health complaints commissioner
to address the many challenging issues that exist around
quality and consumer experience of healthcare services,
particularly those rogues who purport to be providers of
healthcare services.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — I rise to
support the amendments to the Health Complaints Bill
2016 and note that these are amendments that have
been sought by the coalition in the Legislative Council.
We appreciate the fact that the government has
identified that there is a requirement to vary the
reporting period. This was flagged in the lower house
when this bill was debated, and the coalition in
opposition identified concerns about a 12-month period
of reporting. It has now been identified and agreed that
this period will be reduced to a shorter period of five
months. We are pleased to see that outcome. Given the
importance of the changes with regard to health
complaints, particularly in dealing with those
organisations that purport to be health practitioners, it is
imperative that these changes be implemented. The
coalition supports the amendments that are before the
house.
Motion agreed to.
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TREASURY AND FINANCE LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2016
Second reading
Debate resumed from 9 March; motion of
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance).
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — It is a pleasure to
rise to address the Treasury and Finance Legislation
Amendment Bill 2016. Although to be honest about it,
and I am not wishing to nitpick, I am not sure that this
has much to do with either Treasury or Finance except
that it is of course administered by the Minister for
Finance, but certainly not in the ordinary sense of the
word. Whatever the case, essentially the issues covered
by this bill relate to the occupational health and safety
regime and to accident compensation.
There are in this bill three distinct elements. The first
relates to the level of compensation and in particular the
manner in which the index is interpreted in the
legislation. The second relates to the power to make
regulations for a particular workplace task, such as
operating particular machinery that requires specific
qualifications. There is some doubt, I understand, about
the capacity under the current regulation not to make
regulations for the conduct of the training — that is
relatively clear — but in fact to make regulations with
regard to the assessment of whether that training has
been effective or not. The third and probably more
consequential aspect of this bill is the issue of, again,
occupational health and safety, and in particular the
manner in which people conduct themselves in
workplaces and, specifically in this case, the penalties
that might apply to corporations where there is a failure
to conduct the workplace appropriately.
The content of the bill is pretty much standard fare. The
only point worth commenting on in terms of the
commencement is that the measures that relate to
payment of compensation are backdated to 1 July 2014,
so they are deemed to have come into operation from
that day, otherwise it is the conventional royal assent.
Clauses 3 and 4 pick up the point I was just making
about compensation. It is about ensuring that there is
equity with regard to the statutory maximum level. The
various acts that relate to the issue of the payment of
compensation use the same formula, which is
calculated by reference to state average weekly
earnings. As most of us who were around at the time
are very much aware, in fact in the 2013–14 year the
index actually went backwards. The practical effect of
that with regard to clients of the Victorian WorkCover
Authority is that those who joined the scheme in the
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sense of receiving benefits post-1 July 2014 are in fact
receiving a slightly lower rate than those who were part
of the scheme prior to 1 July 2014. So there is clearly
an equity issue there, and clauses 3 and 4 intend to deal
with them.
I will skip over clause 5 just for the moment and move
to clause 6, which again relates to the occupational
health and safety regulations. We know WorkSafe
authorises registered training organisations to undertake
both the training and the assessment of competency for
high-risk work licence applicants and there is specific
provision in the act to do that. But there is, I understand,
some doubt — essentially a technical matter — about
whether regulations can be made to enable the
authorisation of people as both trainers and assessors,
and it is this element of the act that is proposed to be
changed. It is not, I understand, something that has
caused any problems to date. It is simply a
housekeeping measure, and that too seems entirely
reasonable.
The significant issue in the bill relates to the
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 — back to
clause 5. That deals with the issue of recklessly
engaging in conduct that places or may place another
person at a workplace in danger of serious injury.
Under section 32 of the Occupational Health and Safety
Act there are effectively two classes of offences —
those committed by corporate entities and those
committed by individuals, and they have significantly
different penalties. The penalty for individuals also
includes the opportunity for the sentencing judge to
require a period of imprisonment. That is obviously not
a practical thing for a corporate entity, so the current
maximum penalty is some 9000 penalty units which, if
my arithmetic is correct, is currently $1 365 030,
although obviously that will rise on 1 July.
The proposal under clause 5 is to move the maximum
number of penalty units from 9000 to 20 000, which is
a significant increase and one that would normally raise
a red flag, I would suggest, if any government tried to
do it without reasonable cause, so obviously that is
something the opposition takes seriously. It appears that
since this section of the act came into operation there
have been a number of offences recorded but only one
for a corporate entity; the others have been for
individuals who have engaged in reckless action.
Without naming the individuals concerned, to give the
house an idea of the sort of behaviour that is caught up
in this, one was throwing an angle grinder, and in the
end that was struck out. On a second occasion two
employees engaged in the manufacture of acetylene
bombs and, I think, the transport of those. They were
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committed for trial, and I understand there was some
plea bargaining and in the end the charges were reduced
and a different section of the act, section 25, was
employed. There was another incident of a roof tiler
who decided it would be a good idea to point a nail gun
at someone he was working with, and there was an
injury and restitution was required.
But then we get to the issue that brings this bill before
the house, and that involved a workplace death. That
was an event that occurred in December 2006, so it is
some time ago. But as we all appreciate it takes some
time for these cases to be properly investigated, to have
the evidence assembled, to get to the court and then
eventually to be heard and judged — and in this case
there was an appeal as well, which added to the time.
So while it is nine and a half years since the death
occurred, I think it is certainly appropriate that we are
dealing with it now.
The issue related to a young man who wanted to work
in the mining industry. He had obtained his heavy
rigger drivers licence on 23 November of that year —
he had had 11 one-hour lessons over the previous three
months. He got a job working in Clonbinane on a site
which was an exploratory drilling operation on a rural
property. On the morning of 9 December he was
instructed by his employer to drive a loaded Mack truck
down a very steep slope and to reverse the truck onto a
drilling pad which had been previously excavated in the
hillside. We are not talking about driving down a road;
we are talking about driving down the side of a hill just
on the grass. At an on-site meeting that morning there
had been acknowledgement that the truck had no
parking brake operating. The mechanism that operates
the parking brake also controls the rear brakes, so
effectively the rear brakes were not working
appropriately and indeed the judgement noted that:
The defect in the rear brakes was of such severity that the
truck no longer had the capacity to stop, or control its speed
by use of its brakes on a slope of the steepness —

that the driver —
was directed to drive on.

The brakes were inadequate for the task.
The truck was driven slowly down the hill, as directed,
but the brakes, being defective, failed to stop the truck
below the drill pad. The truck continued to proceed
down the hill gathering speed as it went, control was
lost and the truck eventually hit rougher ground in a
gully at the bottom of the hill and overturned. The
driver was killed on impact. That case came to court on
10 April 2010.
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There were obviously two issues there: the first was the
failure to conduct adequate induction and supervision;
the second was the failure to properly maintain the
truck and ensure that it was safe and fit to be used in the
conditions it was being used in. Just to make it even
worse, the truck had not been serviced for some seven
months at the time of the incident. The brakes had not
been serviced for the same period, so it was clearly an
issue.
At the County Court hearing the presiding judge
indicated that there was an issue, as far as she was
concerned, with the maximum penalty available to her
for sentencing. In fact while the defence contended that
the sentence should be at the lower end, given that it
was a first offence, the sentence that was delivered was
pretty close to the maximum. The presiding judge
indicated, as I mentioned, some dissatisfaction that the
maximum penalty for this issue was identical to a
separate section of the act where the conduct was not
seen to be quite as serious. The suggestion was that the
level of sentencing should be increased.
The issue was then appealed. It went to the Court of
Appeal in March 2012. Without going into all the
detail, because I have already put on the record the
salient details with regard to the incident, the Court of
Appeal noted that the sentencing judge had expressed
the view that section 32 offences carried the same
maximum penalty as offences under section 21. The
court went on to say that in its view this was anomalous
given that the stated intention of section 32 is to create a
high culpability offence. The Court of Appeal at that
point recommended that the adequacy of the maximum
penalties under section 32 be examined to make sure
that they actually reflected the seriousness of the
offence as the Parliament had conceived it. The court
also made the point that the corresponding provision in
New South Wales was more in the order of a maximum
fine of $3 million, which is pretty close to what is
proposed in this bill.
You would hope of course that incidents like this would
not occur at all. It is indicative of us having come a very
long way since the act became law, which is now quite
a few years ago, that only one incident of this type has
occurred. I think we would all agree that even one
incident is way too many and that you need to make
sure that the penalty reflects the severity of the breach
of the act.
In making a comparison with New South Wales, there
is of course the issue that New South Wales is part of
the national scheme, a scheme that Victoria very
consciously decided not to become involved in.
Victoria saw the scheme to be nowhere near as
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effective as its own regime, and there is a significant
difference to what is in place in Victoria and Western
Australia compared to what is in place in New South
Wales. But with that being said, the proposition is that
the penalty should be increased, and the effect of the
proposed increase, based on current penalty units, will
be to raise the maximum penalty to $3 033 400.
I am sure some of the old hands will remember the
issue of industrial manslaughter, which was discussed
at great length prior to the 2002 election. Following the
2002 election Chris Maxwell, QC, who coincidentally
now happens to be the President of the Court of Appeal
and in fact presided over the case I was referring to,
conducted a review of the legislation and particularly
addressed the issue of industrial manslaughter. While I
am certainly not a lawyer, I concur with his reasoning
that the concept of occupational health and safety laws
are incompatible with criminal law and particularly
with an offence like manslaughter. One or two people
have said to me that this bill is the introduction of
industrial manslaughter legislation by stealth. Given the
history, and indeed given the proposal and the
experience of other jurisdictions, I think that you would
have to conclude that in this case it is not industrial
manslaughter legislation, and it should not be treated in
that way.
This is a bill of two parts. Some provisions are minor
housekeeping matters essentially and not of any great
significance and are things that Parliament does on
most sitting days in one way or another, but I think the
increase in penalties is significant. Of course we always
need to be careful that we are not loading up employers
with unnecessary costs, but at the same time if a
workplace is not kept in a safe condition, and
particularly not kept in a safe condition to such a point
that a worker loses their life on the first day on the job,
then the penalty for that should be significant. In my
view we are not going beyond what is reasonable given
the significance of the impact on the individual, on their
family and on the broader community. So on that basis
the opposition does not oppose the bill.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — I am delighted
to speak on the Treasury and Finance Legislation
Amendment Bill 2016, and particularly on the day of a
Labor budget, because it goes to the value proposition
of why Labor matters.
The heart of this bill is about fairness and a fair go. I
speak as the member for Broadmeadows, and I want to
connect it back to the values that have been displayed in
this budget today. What we have seen is a reinvestment
in jobs, in growth and in revitalising communities,
particularly — and I speak as the member representing
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the poorest community in the state — at a time of
vulnerability.
When you have a look at who stands up when it is
needed most to actually build communities and help
them, it is always Labor. It is not like the last term,
when we had the reverse Robin Hood strategy, where
we had money taken out to buy marginal seats and to
sandbag. We heard that from Sophie Mirabella. That is
the strategy, right? It has been put on the record. There
it is; that is what happens. So let us put an end to that
way of conducting government. Government is
supposed to be governing for everyone and taking care
of its responsibilities in the public interest, not just in
the political interest. That is why Labor matters, and
that is what this budget has again delivered.
One of the great things in this budget is an investment
of almost $20 million to be spent on a state-of-the-art
surgery centre right in Broadmeadows. This is an
outstanding investment that will provide life-saving and
pain-relieving surgery. It is one of the highlights of a
$43 million investment by the Victorian Labor
government for the families of my community. As
Parliamentary Secretary for Medical Research I am
delighted that the Premier and the Minister for Health
have seen the importance of having Broadmeadows as
a critical hub to do the pain-relieving and life-saving
surgery, to help cut hospital waiting lists and
particularly to connect up with Northern Health and the
Northern Hospital to increase capacity in one of our
great growth corridors.
This is a proposition about having a balanced approach
in government, to be able to look at where the
investments need to be made for the best outcome for
the most families in the state. This again underlines
why Labor matters.
The Andrews government is also committing another
$4.5 million for the Education First Youth Foyers to
provide accommodation and support for young people.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines) —
Order! The member for Broadmeadows just needs to be
aware that he is not to pre-empt debate on the
substantive budget appropriation bill, so I caution
against a detailed discussion of those budget matters at
this time.
Mr McGUIRE — Thank you, Acting Speaker. I
was going to the theme of fairness and a fair go. It is the
underlying proposition in this legislation as well in
terms of workplace injury, rehabilitation and
compensation. The values argument is important. That
is why I think we need never to shy away from these
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propositions, and we need to call them out when they
are being ignored, because we are seeing it increasingly
in the way that the political system is being gamed. So
whether or not it is a piece of legislation on its own, it
fits into the bigger picture of the value propositions
from political parties.
I needed to set up that context, and I think that is
important. On no other day is it more important than on
a budget day. That is the proposition, that is the context
and those are the historical references that should never
be forgotten, because we need to build for the future
and that is what the Andrews Labor government is
doing.
Let us look at this amendment here. Why is this
amendment necessary? What it goes to is that the
workers compensation legislation provides that where a
person is entitled to and in receipt of weekly payments
at the statutory maximum and the amount of state
average weekly earnings as published by the Australian
Bureau of Statistics reduces in a subsequent financial
year, that person’s payment will not reduce but remain
at the same level as the previous year. This is known as
the no-disadvantage rule, and it goes to the proposition
of fairness, as I said. This rule has always been intended
to apply in this way across the board for all workers at
the statutory maximum, but differences in the published
figure from one year to the next could mean that some
workers will receive weekly payments at a higher
amount as compared to others, depending on when their
entitlement to weekly payments arises.
Clause 3 clarifies that a reduction in figures for state
average weekly earnings will not lead to different
weekly payment amounts for workers who are paid at
the statutory maximum based on the financial year in
which their entitlements to weekly payments arise. This
amendment ensures consistency, transparency and
equity in the payment of compensation to injured
workers. That is an important proposition that I am
going to about consistency, transparency and equity.
This is really why people want governments to be
leaders in these areas — to actually set up this value
system, to continue to invest in it and to protect people
at their most vulnerable time, whether as individuals or
as communities.
The amendment is necessary because it will increase
the penalties for bodies corporate who are guilty of an
offence of reckless endangerment under the relevant
section of the Occupational Health and Safety Act
2004. The proposed penalty increase will take the
maximum penalty for a reckless endangerment offence
for bodies corporate from 900 penalty units, or
$1.3 million, to 20 000 penalty units, or more than
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$3 million. This is the differential that we are talking
about on the quantum. The current section 32
maximum penalty level for bodies corporate is the same
as the maximum penalty level for bodies corporate who
are in breach of section 21 of the Occupational Health
and Safety Act, which is the general duty to provide a
safe workplace. This is despite the fact that the
culpability for a breach of section 32 is significantly
higher than that for a breach of section 21. The differing
degrees of culpability associated with these two
offences need to be recognised by providing a higher
maximum penalty for bodies corporate that are guilty of
the higher culpability offence.
How do they get to this figure? It is proposed to adopt a
penalty level that is close to that for reckless
endangerment in the model Work Health and Safety
Act. The current maximum penalty for the same
offence in those jurisdictions that have adopted this act
is $3 million for bodies corporate, so that is the
explanation as to how we got there.
The alignment of the maximum penalty level for bodies
corporate that have committed a breach of the general
duty to provide a safe workplace under section 21 with
the maximum penalty level for bodies corporate that
have committed an offence of reckless endangerment
under section 32 appears to be an anomaly. Maximum
penalties are intended to reflect the seriousness of the
offending, and there is no more serious offence under
the Occupational Health and Safety Act than a breach
of section 32. Therefore the maximum penalty for
bodies corporate that commit offences of reckless
endangerment under section 32 of the Occupational
Health and Safety Act should be higher than for bodies
corporate that breach section 21 of the same act.
Section 21 offences encompass varying degrees of
culpability, whereas a body corporate can only be guilty
of a reckless endangerment offence where the highest
degree of culpability is present.
That is the detail in the bill, and as I said, the underlying
values that we are looking to promote in this are a fair
go and fairness. In summation, we see it in various
pieces of legislation. They are just snapshots in time of
what the values are, but you see it writ large in budgets.
On that final point, I call on the Australian government
to urgently declare Melbourne’s north and its capital,
Broadmeadows, an enterprise zone for jobs, growth and
national security and provide tax incentives,
fast-tracked infrastructure, high-speed broadband,
innovation and other initiatives to complement the
Victorian government’s economic development
strategy and trigger significant private sector
investment. That is what we need to get a more
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cooperative, collaborative approach to actually deliver
fairness — a fair go — whether it be through individual
pieces of legislation and changes to the law, one piece
at a time, or via the big picture.
The Andrews government is a big picture government;
I am delighted to be a part of it. What is more important
is that we do not just paint the big picture; we show
where everybody fits within that picture. That is what is
outstanding about what we have seen today with the
budget and its delivery, the values that underline and
underwrite it, and our commitment to it. This has been
a great day for the state of Victoria, and I commend the
legislation to the house.
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — I am pleased to rise to
make a brief contribution to the debate on the Treasury
and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill 2016. I note
at the outset that the name does not really tie back into
what the purpose of the bill is, but anyway I will
proceed.
Clause 1 deals with the purpose of the bill, which is to
amend the Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and
Compensation Act 2013, the Accident Compensation
Act 1985 and the Occupational Health and Safety Act
2004 to further improve the operation of those acts. In
more detail, the purpose of the bill essentially is to
increase the maximum penalty for a body corporate
found guilty of the offence of reckless endangerment
under the OHS act to ensure that Victorian WorkCover
Authority payments remain consistent in the event of a
decline in average weekly earnings and to clarify that
under the Occupational Health and Safety Regulations
2007 regulations can be made to authorise persons as
both trainers and assessors.
I want to preface my detailed comments by saying how
important it is for all employers to ensure that they
provide a safe workplace for their employees. During
the course of my previous career I visited dozens or
maybe hundreds of different workplaces, and I saw a
range of environments, including some that were
extremely good and very safe and others that I would
describe as perhaps somewhat more challenging.
Certainly over my 25 years of going out to different
clients and being in factories and all sorts of industrial
sites and workplaces I saw a significant improvement to
what used to happen out on the factory floor, out in the
warehouse or out in the yard. I think that is a very good
thing for all of us, because it is very important that any
one of us can get to our workplace, whether that be in
here or in an office, a factory, a yard, on a farm or
wherever it is, and be protected and come home, safe
and sound, from work.
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It is absolutely essential that the environment is
suitable. As I said, over the years there have been
significant improvements, and that is certainly a good
thing. It has often come at a very significant cost to
employers, but it is an important cost because having an
employee injured or worse is much more of a
horrendous consequence for any employer and is
something that no employer would ever want to happen
at their business. It is important to note that we have
certainly made some good progress in that area.
In terms of some of the main provisions within the bill
itself, clauses 3 and 4 amend section 91EA of the
Accident Compensation Act 1985 and section 159(3) of
the Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and Compensation
Act 2013 to ensure consistency of weekly payments to
employees in receipt of the statutory maximum
payment in the event of a decline in average weekly
earnings. That is a sensible reform.
Clause 5 amends section 32 of the Occupational Health
and Safety Act 2004 to increase the maximum penalty
for a body corporate found guilty of recklessly
engaging in conduct that places or may place another
person at the workplace in danger of serious injury. The
maximum penalty for a body corporate is currently
9000 penalty units, which equates to about $1.3 million.
Under the amendment it is going to increase to
20 000 penalty units, which is about $3 million. It is a
massive increase of 222 per cent. As an aside, I note
that for an individual the current penalty is 1800 penalty
units or five years in prison. There are very significant
penalties in relation to offences under that particular
act. As I said, it is important that a safe work
environment is maintained for all employees.
Clause 6 amends section 158(1)(c) of the Occupational
Health and Safety Act 2004 to clarify that regulations
are able to be made to allow the authorisation of people
as both trainers and assessors. The current act does not
currently make provision for the authorisation of
assessors. Again, that is somewhat of an improvement
in relation to the situation there.
As the lead speaker for the opposition noted, the
opposition will not be opposing the bill. There is quite a
back story in relation to this, indeed a tragic case from
some time ago. There was a young employee who lost
his life as a result of a truck accident, where the truck
was not maintained correctly. That is a tragic situation,
and other members have addressed it in their
contributions.
In conclusion, as I said, the importance of a safe work
environment cannot be overstated. It is very important,
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and on that basis the opposition will not be opposing
this bill.
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) — I am really pleased to
rise to speak on the Treasury and Finance Legislation
Amendment Bill 2016. This is not a large bill, but
certainly it is a bill that has a very big and clear
message — that is, about workplace safety and the very
pressing and important need for employers to provide a
safe workplace for Victorian workers and to take action
to address significant safety issues as soon as they
become known.
As we have heard, this bill also makes some subsequent
amendments to clarify aspects of the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 and the Workplace Injury
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2013, in
particular in relation to the no-disadvantage rule for
injured workers. Obviously this also is a very good
thing; it will ensure consistency, transparency and
equity in the payment of compensation for injured
workers.
Today my contribution will focus on the amendments
concerning workplace safety. In summary, as we have
heard, clause 5 of the bill will amend section 32 of the
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004. What it will
do is increase the maximum penalty for a body
corporate found guilty of recklessly endangering the
health or safety of a person who is at the workplace.
The current penalty is 9000 penalty units, and with this
amendment this will increase to 20 000 penalty units. In
monetary terms this equates to an increase in penalty
for a body corporate from $1 365 000 to more than
$3 million. Obviously this is not an insignificant
increase in penalty. It reflects the higher culpability for
the offence of reckless endangerment, and it addresses
the inadequacy of the current penalty for an offence
under section 32 of the act.
If I can give an example of an offence under section 32,
it is an offence under section 32 to recklessly endanger
the health or safety of a person at a workplace. Reckless
endangerment might include a situation where an
employer fails to repair the brakes on a truck, for
example, in circumstances where the employer knows
those brakes are faulty.
Let us compare this to an offence under section 21 of
the act, which also currently carries a penalty of
9000 penalty units. Under section 21 an employer is
required to provide and maintain a working
environment that is safe and without risk to the health
of their employees. To satisfy this duty, under
section 21 an employer is required to eliminate risks to
health and safety as far as is reasonably practicable. An
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example of an offence under section 21 might include
failing to use adequate fall protection where there is a
risk of a fall of more than 2 metres.
So we can see that between section 32 and section 21
there is a significant difference in the level of
culpability. It is wholly appropriate and proper that the
maximum penalty under section 32 of the act should be
increased, and I believe that the bill gets that balance
quite right.
The reason this is important is that every worker who
goes to work should return home safely. I was speaking
earlier today at a breakfast seminar that I attended. We
were speaking about the old WorkSafe advertising
campaign from the mid-2000s that members might
remember. It used very emotive music and pictured
family members who were getting anxious as the clock
ticked on and they waited for their husband or father to
come home. I remember one advertisement in
particular in which a young boy was waiting at the gate
for his father to return. His mum was on the phone
calling to find out why her husband had not come
home, and music was playing. In one scenario we see
the knock at the door when the police arrive and deliver
the very distressing and tragic news that the
father/husband is not coming home. In the second
scenario the father/husband comes home and we see the
clear joy and relief on the faces of those family
members.
I remember my sister talking about this ad campaign.
She was pregnant at the time, and she used to break
down in tears when she watched the ads. I think that is
a perfectly understandable reaction. We know that each
year up to 300 Australians do not return home from
work and that a further 2000 will die from industrial
diseases caused by exposures at work. In Victoria we
are obviously much more fortunate. We are one of the
safest states in which to work. In 2015, 20 people died
as a result of work incidents and more than
26 000 workers were injured seriously enough to
receive compensation. As I said, while Victoria is
certainly one of the safest states in which to work,
20 deaths is way too many. Obviously there is a
personal cost to family, to friends and to workmates,
and this is always hard to articulate. It is almost
indescribable.
We also know that the victims are often young men
with young families. The average age is 37. Many of
those men — they are mostly men — also have mums
and dads who are still alive. Obviously the story is so
very sad and compelling, which is why we need greater
penalties and safe work sites. But even more sad is the
fact that these deaths are often preventable. Prevention

TREASURY AND FINANCE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2016
1674

ASSEMBLY

Wednesday, 27 April 2016

is certainly the key, and it is imperative that employers
do everything they can to prevent a serious workplace
injury or, worse, a fatality.

at work and must have a safe work environment,
because an injury to one is an injury to all. I commend
the bill to the house.

I used to live on Norfolk Island. I was deputy Crown
counsel over there for some time, during which I was
aware of a workplace incident which was absolutely
extraordinary. It occurred on a road construction
project. The incline of this road was very significant.
The employee was operating a steamroller, and on the
steamroller was a chair that was not affixed to the
steamroller. It was a plastic school chair. Inevitably the
steamroller rolled and the chair flipped off. There was
no cage, there was no protection for the worker and he
ultimately died from injuries.

Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to make what will be
a brief contribution on the Treasury and Finance
Legislation Amendment Bill 2016. The purpose of the
bill is to amend the Workplace Injury Rehabilitation
and Compensation Act 2013, the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 and the Occupational Health
and Safety Act 2004. This is a machinery bill to further
improve the acts. The main provisions in this bill are to
increase the maximum penalty for a body corporate
found guilty of an offence of reckless endangerment
under the Occupational Health and Safety Act, to
ensure payments remain consistent in the event of a
decline in the average weekly earnings and to clarify
that under the Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004
regulations can be made to authorise persons to be both
trainers and assessors.

The penalties that were in place at the time for the
workplace incident were woefully inadequate. I believe
that had those penalties been greater this incident would
probably not have occurred. It was an extremely tragic
situation. Obviously hospital facilities are different on a
remote island, and without scheduled flights or
emergency evacuation flights, as I said, the worker did
ultimately die. It had a catastrophic flow-on effect for
the community — for the family and the other workers.
I guess that is the story with all workplace injuries; the
human cost is immeasurable. But there is also the
financial cost — the loss of earnings, the insurance, the
compensation and the counselling. The flow-on effect
is very significant for communities and for businesses
as well.
So to say that I am pleased that the penalty for an
offence under section 32 of the act will be increased,
and increased significantly, is an understatement. We
must always strive to make our workplaces safer for
everyone. As I said, the human cost or emotional cost
of workplace injury and deaths is immeasurable. It is
still ultimately unacceptable that we have any deaths in
Victoria from workplace accidents.
We know that for the most part employers are certainly
conscientious, very disciplined and diligent in making
sure that their workplace environments are safe.
Obviously it is good for their business, but it is good for
employers as social citizens as well to ensure that they
are operating good and safe workspaces. It is also vital
that workers feel safe to speak up when there are issues
that need to be addressed or when there are failings in
the work environment, and it is vital that employers
listen to those workers and ensure that the lives of their
Victorian workers are not endangered.
Finally, I commend the Australian trade union
movement because at the core of the Australian trade
union movement is the belief that workers must be safe

This latter provision is one that is of interest to me
because I have noticed that there is a crossover between
the Occupational Health and Safety Act and training
organisations. It has been brought to my attention that
someone can be a qualified trainer and assessor and, as
far as education qualifications are concerned, in fact be
suitable to do that work; however, from one particular
case before my office it appears this is not the case
unless our friends at WorkSafe are in favour of this as
well. They have the right of veto. This is particularly
the case with vehicles and machinery training.
This is something that I am watching the development
of. I am hoping this is going to sort itself out and that
these particular changes are not going to get in the way
of what is considered to be on-site training, particularly
in these areas. There are some things you just cannot do
in a classroom, particularly when it comes to heavy
vehicles, earthmoving equipment and other larger
machinery. It almost has to be done on site. So I will be
watching it very carefully, because it is a considerable
concern.
The apparent concern — and I have yet to receive
correspondence back on this following my requests —
is that if someone is currently a trainer or assessor and
wishes to change employment, they may not be able to
do so because WorkSafe has the right to veto that. That
is of particular concern. It is not in this part of the
legislation, but it is alluded to in the legislation. As I
said, I am very concerned about what is occurring, and
I will be watching it closely, particularly for Mildura,
where we do rely a lot on this very specialist and
high-risk on-site training for larger pieces of equipment.
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When you look at the main provisions of this bill you
see that clauses 3 and 4 amend the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 and the Workplace Injury
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2013 to ensure
consistency of weekly payments to employees in
receipt of the statutory maximum payment in the event
of a decline in average weekly earnings. Clause 5
amends section 32 of the Occupational Health and
Safety Act 2004 to increase the maximum penalty for a
body corporate found guilty of recklessly engaging in
conduct that places or may place another person in
danger of injury. The maximum penalty for a body
corporate has been increased. It is currently
9000 penalty units, or $1.365 million, but under this
amendment it will be 20 000 penalty units, which is just
in excess of $3 million. Clause 6 amends the
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 to clarify that
regulations are able to be made to allow authorisation
of people as both trainers and assessors. That is
something that I have already spoken about in relation
to some concerns I have in that area about how it is
going to be administered.
I think the change in clause 5, which is about penalties,
came about after a truck accident. It was alleged that the
brakes of a truck were defective and that that was
known to the supervisor of the crew and to the
company. It was alleged the employee was
inexperienced in operating such a vehicle on a steep
slope and was not instructed, trained or supervised to
operate the vehicle safely. There was an accident, there
was a court case, and fines were handed down. The
judge was quite strong in some of his comments about
just what he thought of the penalties, and this bill is
reacting to the judge’s words about an increase in
penalties. That is what has occurred with this.
Going back to where I began, let us not have WorkSafe
get in the way of good on-site training. In that particular
court case the person had not been trained. There are
organisations and individuals that do deliver that
training, and they are very good at delivering that
training, but at present there is some chatter amongst
them that trainers will not be able to change employers
or move in their employment from one place to another
because of the current difficulty in authorising people
as trainers and assessors. In the long term I think it will
do some harm if we are not able to have a skilled
workforce in training and assessment, particularly
around vehicles and earthmoving equipment that is not
mobile. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit) — I rise to make a brief
contribution to the debate in relation to the Treasury
and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill 2016. This
bill seeks to amend the Workplace Injury Rehabilitation
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and Compensation Act 2013, the Accident
Compensation Act 1985 and the Occupational Health
and Safety Act 2004 to further improve the operation of
those acts and, most importantly, to strengthen safety
standards in Victorian workplaces. In speaking to this
bill I will focus my contribution on two aspects of it,
specifically clause 3, which seeks to amend the
Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and Compensation Act
2013, and clause 5, which proposes to amend the
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004.
Clause 3 of the bill provides that the no-disadvantage
rule applies to all workers paid at the statutory
maximum under workers compensation legislation.
Under that legislation the amount of weekly payments
that a worker can receive is capped at twice the state
average weekly earnings. These amounts are indexed
every 12 months; however, in a given year average
weekly earnings may reduce as a result of negative
wage growth in Victoria. This could lead to a reduction
in the state average weekly earnings and consequently a
reduction in the weekly payments of a worker whose
payments are at the statutory maximum.
This is not a hypothetical exercise. Payments in the
current financial year have been affected by the
negative wage growth in the previous financial year.
This has resulted in inequities in the statutory
maximum amounts for workers, as they depend on the
date their injury arose. This means there is now a
difference in the statutory maximum for workers
injured prior to 1 July 2015 and for those who were
injured after that date. This situation is clearly unfair
and is contrary to the intent of the act, under which a
no-disadvantage rule applies for all workers who
receive weekly payments to protect them from a
reduction in their weekly payments from one year to the
next.
This bill addresses the situation by amending the
Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and Compensation Act
2013 and the Accident Compensation Act 1985 to
ensure that the no-disadvantage rule will apply to all
workers who receive weekly payments at the statutory
maximum, regardless of the date on which the worker’s
entitlement arose.
This amendment will apply retrospectively and be
taken to have come into operation on 1 July 2014. This
is about fairness. Compensation will not turn back the
clock or magically repair the mental or physical injuries
of those injured at work. The amendment, however,
will provide some comfort to those who are receiving
weekly payments in that their living standards can be
maintained, regardless of movements in average
weekly earnings.
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This government considers workers’ safety paramount,
and it will not tolerate individuals or businesses who
put the safety of Victorians at risk. To this end clause 5
of the bill provides for an increase in the maximum
penalty for a body corporate that has been found guilty
of the offence of reckless endangerment, detailed under
section 32 of the Occupational Health and Safety Act
2004. This section of the act creates an offence where a
person, including a body corporate, without lawful
excuse, recklessly engages in conduct that places or
may place a person who is at the workplace in danger
of serious injury.
In his second-reading speech the minister provided the
example of an offence under this section as being an
employer failing to repair brakes on a truck that they
knew were faulty. The current maximum penalty for a
body corporate committing this offence is 9000 penalty
units, or just over $1.3 million. There is currently the
same maximum penalty for an offence under
section 21, which requires an employer to provide and
maintain a working environment that is safe and
without risks to the health of their employees. To
satisfy the duty of the employer, under section 21
employers are required to eliminate risks to health and
safety, and if it is not reasonably practicable to
eliminate those risks, to reduce the risks to the health
and safety of the employer so far as is reasonably
practicable.
This bill gives examples of offences under
section 21 — for example, failing to use adequate fall
protection where there is risk of a fall of more than
2 metres or failing to install adequate guarding on a
machine. To that end this bill will treat reckless
endangerment as the most serious offence under the act,
and accordingly will increase the penalty for bodies
corporate to a maximum fine of 20 000 penalty units,
which equates to just over $3 million. This is both
common sense and necessary so that corporations get
the message that indifference and, at worst, negligence
in relation to workplace safety will not be tolerated by
those on this side of the chamber.
This bill brings forward important reforms, which
further demonstrates that this government actually cares
about Victorian workers and their families and that it
matches its promises with actions. This is in contrast to
the previous government, which trashed the WorkSafe
brand in a costly and failed corporate rebranding
exercise. In fact the coalition has a longstanding
negative history with the authority. Prior to the election
of the Bracks government in 1999, the authority was
sinking in a sea of red ink and was slashing benefits for
injured workers. It was a Bracks Labor government
which turned the authority’s fortunes around. After

Wednesday, 27 April 2016

11 years of strong stewardship under Labor it was
performing so well that benefits to injured workers
were improved three times, common-law rights were
reinstated and businesses enjoyed six premium cuts.
This of course led to the Victorian WorkCover
Authority having the lowest premiums of any similar
scheme in Australia.
Now if I fast forward to the Baillieu and Napthine
years, the opposition was at it again, ignoring the fact
that the whole system should be about reducing
workplace deaths and injuries. Instead it viewed the
authority as its own automatic teller machine. However,
despite the meddling of the other side, WorkSafe
remains in a strong financial position, with the
performance from its insurance operations a real
measure of its strength.
I note the testimony of the Minister for Finance to the
2015 Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
(PAEC) hearings, where he advised that in the previous
eight years the number of claims per million hours
worked in Victorian workplaces had reduced by around
17 per cent. He also noted that Victoria’s rate of claims
per million hours worked for 2013–14 confirmed
Victoria as the safest state in which to work. The
minister further noted that in the previous 10 years
WorkSafe had reduced the average premium rate from
1.8 per cent to 1.272 per cent. This is good news for
business, and it is very good news for injured workers.
The minister also described in detail to PAEC his
rationale for reinstating the WorkSafe Victoria brand.
He described how the WorkSafe workforce takes pride
in its name and its commitment to making sure that
workplaces are safer. It is very important that WorkSafe
and the brand get strong recognition amongst key
stakeholders, in the community and of course with
stakeholders such as employers. If a WorkSafe
inspector arrives at your door, you will know what they
are there for.
In closing, when accidents happen — and they do
happen, unfortunately — there is much that employers
and employees alike can do to reduce the risk of
workplace death and injury. We do know, however,
that unless we have a strong regulatory framework, we
cannot simply rely on the goodwill of some employers
to do the right thing. We must have a regulatory
framework that creates a disincentive to put profits
ahead of worker health and safety, and the amendments
contained in this bill will help to achieve this. Further,
when a worker does, sadly, acquire a workplace injury,
we need to have in place a system of compensation that
is fair, that is consistent and which assists people to get
back to work.
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I have often said that a society is judged by the way it
treats its most vulnerable. Speak to an injured worker
who fears for the financial security of their family, and
you will see someone who is very vulnerable. In my
electorate I have come across many people who are
extremely vulnerable and simply do not know what to
do when they are in this situation. This bill helps to
restore fairness by application of the no-disadvantage
rule to all workers paid at the statutory maximum.
It is a good bill. This bill makes me proud to belong to a
government that cares about workers and that cares
about communities and society. I congratulate the
minister for bringing this bill forward, and I wish it a
speedy passage.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — Thank you, Acting
Speaker Halfpenny. As always it is a great delight to
see you in the chair, particularly on budget day.
I am delighted to make a contribution in relation to the
Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill
2016. As those who have gone before me have
indicated, the bill makes a right out of a wrong in terms
of the no-disadvantage rule. It is trying to identify or
address those instances where you have negative wage
growth that might occur. Some people have talked
about the fact that this is important because it obviously
passes the no-disadvantage rule, which is important and
indeed relevant. But it is also economically sound
because the reality is that if you are on a low income, in
all likelihood you spend whatever money comes
through the door because of the fact you have got such
a low income base. When you are a low-income earner,
you do not have capacity to try to siphon off large wads
of cash on a weekly basis in order to accumulate
wealth. No, the reality is that when you are a
low-income earner or if you are on benefits, pretty close
to 100 per cent — if not 100 per cent — of your income
or benefits will be spent.
That is important from the point of view of the
economy because as George Megalogenis said in a
recent Quarterly Essay:
Household consumption is the beating heart of any economy.
It accounts for more than half of Australia’s GDP …

So it is right to say that this does address adequately the
no-disadvantage rule, but equally it goes to the point of
ensuring that it makes sense economically. I think it
also highlights the fallacy of supply-side economics,
where the notion is that you punish and penalise
low-income workers in order to fund largesse for
high-income earners by giving them tax cuts in the
mistaken belief that they will somehow channel those
funds into investment, creating jobs and stimulating the
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economy. It is false; it is patently and obviously false.
When you sit in that set of circumstances, the money
does not get ploughed into the economy; it gets taken
out and put in non-productive assets. It is totally
skewed to wealth creation, and the economy suffers. On
both grounds — both in terms of the no-disadvantage
rule but also in relation to good custom and practice
from an economics perspective — this makes sense.
The bill is also important because it is really about
trying to ensure that employers do the right thing. I
remember talking with a senior WorkCover executive
about 10 years ago. It was at a time when WorkCover
was a bit of a basket case — as it had been, particularly
in the 1990s — and the Transport Accident
Commission was always seen as the poster child for the
public financial corporations sector. I was trying to
understand why it was that WorkCover seemed to
struggle. The executive said, ‘Look, what you’re really
looking at are a number of outliers that damage the
scheme. So you are looking at a small number of rogue
employers in a small number of industries that then
cause great damage to the scheme overall’.
What the government is trying to do with this piece of
legislation is provide additional incentives for
employers to do the right thing, to behave appropriately
and responsibly and to take care of their workers. It is
not about just a case of a minor error that led to a
sprained ankle. This is about where you have a series of
catastrophic events that lead to an absolutely tragic
outcome. It is about making sure that the onus is put on
employers so that they do the right thing and behave
appropriately.
You do not want to place an unfair burden on
employers. You do not want to try to hit every single
employer, the majority of whom do the right thing the
majority of the time, by placing a heavy regulatory
burden on their business and their cost base. This bill is
about getting the balance right. It is about saying, ‘You
have to discharge your duties fairly and reasonably, and
if you don’t, there’ll be consequences and there will be
penalties that will flow from them’. It is very much a
carrot-and-stick approach. In this state now we have a
very good WorkCover compensation scheme in place.
It is well run and well managed, the premiums are and
have been competitive for some time, and it provides a
safety net for those workers who are injured on the job.
But it is also about making sure that employers are
being encouraged to do their bit. I have not looked at
the statistics recently, but last time I checked there was
the lost time injuries measure. It has trended down over
the last 15 or 20 years — through better and more
efficient practices.

TREASURY AND FINANCE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2016
1678

ASSEMBLY

Much of the debate today has focused on one particular
tragic set of circumstances in which a worker lost their
life in a truck accident. I think that we all sort of sit up
and pay attention when we hear about these instances,
when we see on the news a story about the tragic loss of
life. Such incidents also came up in the context of the
successful advertising campaign about making sure that
workers can come home safely, and that is something
that is very much top of mind.
What are probably not top of mind, though, are those
instances where workers are seriously injured and their
lives are not lost. My mother went to work one day, and
then she came home. When she was home she had a
cerebral haemorrhage, and she came close to dying.
Thankfully, my father, my brother and I were there. We
called 000 and we stabilised her. She spent I think six
weeks in intensive care, and then she spent about three
months in rehabilitation. I was relatively young; I was
21. Every night I would trundle off and go into rehab.
In rehab you see all sorts of people who have got an
acquired brain injury. There was one young fellow who
I am pretty sure had overdosed on heroin. They had not
got to him quickly enough, and he was brain damaged.
He lived in a regional city. He was young — he had his
whole life in front of him. When you looked at him you
saw that he was in a bad way.
There was another bloke who had just had a series of
strokes, and they were minor — very small —
aneurysms in his brain stem at the base of his brain. He
was also in a really bad way.
There was another bloke. He was a big unit; he would
have been about 6 foot 4 — he was big. In his case, he
was a construction worker and the hook that sits on the
end of a crane had swung and knocked him in the back
of the head, and he had an acquired brain injury. This
was 20 years ago, and I do not think he would have
worked again. I think most of the people I met in that
acquired brain injury unit would never have worked
again.
You never hear about these people. If you are on a
construction site and you get hit in the head with a
crane and you get taken to hospital and go into rehab,
you are forgotten. You will not make the papers. You
will not make it into the local rag. Your family will be
traumatised. Your friends will be badly affected. That
person is effectively lost to those people for the rest of
their lives. You cannot get them back. It does not matter
what the nature of the acquired brain injury is; you are
never the same after you have an acquired brain injury.
Pieces of legislation like this are important because they
are about trying to make sure that, yes, of course we
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prevent unnecessary and preventable deaths. But do
you know what? We also try to prevent these
catastrophic injuries that have a profound impact upon
people. If you think about the onus and the cost for an
employer as compared to the cost for that scheme — if
you are 35, you get an acquired brain injury and you
never work again — the cost is just immense.
It is a good piece of legislation. It is a sensible piece of
legislation. It gets the balance right. I commend the bill
to the house.
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) — It gives me great
pleasure to speak on the Treasury and Finance
Legislation Amendment Bill 2016. I did note earlier
there were some young people in the gallery, and if
ever there was a reason to ensure that safe workplaces
exist, it was evident here today. Mums, dads, aunties,
uncles and friends of these young people should all go
to work knowing that they will come home safely, and
every Victorian and every Australian deserves to be
safe at work. This bill aims to improve the fairness, as
the member for Essendon has so well put, of workplace
injury compensation.
I just want to briefly touch on what have been some
outstanding advertising campaigns by WorkSafe over
many years. No doubt honourable members will
remember these ads and also remember these
slogans — slogans like ‘The most important reason for
workplace safety is not at work at all’ and those like ‘It
doesn’t hurt to speak up’, which focused on 15 to
24-year-olds who may be less likely to stand up and
speak to a boss about a possible hazard in their
workplace. ‘Safety doesn’t take a holiday’ was a
Christmas message which focused on the importance of
being safe over the festive season, and another one that
comes to mind is ‘There’s nothing like getting back to
work for getting better’.
These were fantastic advertising campaigns that I think
many members will be able to recall. They were in a
series of wonderful messages that I think all Victorians
should certainly remember and in particular all
employers should certainly remember. They are
important in helping educate the community and they
are important in helping workers and employees in
workplace safety, although good education needs to be
supported by good enforcement, and that is what this
bill is all about.
It is worth noting that workplace safety is not
necessarily a given, and I am sure that members in the
house will be able to recall certain instances where they
have either seen poor workplace practices themselves
or heard stories from family and friends. I can recall,
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certainly in other countries around the world, practices
which certainly are concerning and are not equal to
ours. As a result hundreds, if not thousands, of people
have been killed at work, and these are workers who
could have been saved.
Like many of you, I have seen workers at high heights
without harnesses, using power tools near water,
operating machinery without guards and on scaffolding
put together with string — all of these things we know
are just not safe, and all of these things jeopardise the
lives of our loved ones. I quote the member for Carrum,
who in her contribution to this debate said that an injury
to one is an injury to all. I thought that was a fantastic
quote. The member mentioned that the trade union
movement has played a critical role in workplace
safety, and that should never be forgotten. Let me also
put on the record my support for the movement, which
aims to improve safety and conditions for all workers.
The Andrews government understands the importance
of fair compensation for those injured at work. We
want to prevent any injury from occurring in the first
place, because safety at work should be everyone’s
no. 1 priority. This bill works to ensure that companies
found guilty of reckless endangerment are penalised
accordingly, and in so doing it works towards
preventing harm at work.
This government believes in a stronger, safer and fairer
Victoria. We know that today too many accidents
happen at work. Too many fathers, mothers, brothers
and sisters do not come home from work as a result of a
workplace injury. They end up hospitalised, and the
member for Essendon spoke about that in his
contribution to the debate. It certainly breaks your heart
when you hear of or see those who have been injured at
work; their life is, in an instant, changed forever as a
result of a workplace injury.
If we look directly at this bill, we see the bill ensures
that the Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 and
the Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and Compensation
Act 2013 (WIRC act) operate as intended and that
Victoria’s workers compensation scheme provides fair,
just and sustainable compensation to those who have
unfortunately been injured at work. The bill amends the
Occupational Health and Safety Act to increase the
maximum penalty for a corporate body found guilty of
an offence of reckless endangerment. The bill also
includes a number of minor technical amendments,
which other members have spoken about, to clarify
aspects of the OHS act and the Workplace Injury
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act.
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The bill increases the maximum penalty for a corporate
body found guilty of an offence of reckless
endangerment under the OHS act to address the
inadequacy of the current penalty. At present we are
looking at 9000 penalty units, which equates to
$1 365 000.30. The chief justice has raised concerns
about the adequacy of the penalty, which will be moved
to 20 000 penalty units. The bill also makes a number
of other minor amendments of a technical nature to the
OHS act and the WIRC act.
All members of this house would agree that one death
at work is one too many. Safe Work Australia reported
that as at 20 April 41 Australian workers had been
killed at work this year. These statistics were split
across accommodation and food services, agriculture,
forestry, fishing, construction, health and community
services, manufacturing, transport and storage, mining
and also retail and trade.
WorkSafe states on its website that the key aim of
WorkSafe’s health and safety prosecutions is to deter
non-compliance with Victoria’s health and safety laws
and to prevent workplace and work-related deaths,
injuries and diseases. Prosecution action may be taken
whether or not a breach has resulted in death, injury or
disease. Related aims of prosecution action include the
promotion of good occupational health and safety
standards, values and practices. The key aim of
WorkSafe’s workers compensation prosecutions is to
deter non-compliance and to maintain the integrity of
the workers compensation scheme.
If we look directly at the amendments that will be made
by the bill — and I know a number of honourable
members have spoken about them — we see that
clauses 3 and 4 deal with workers compensation
legislation. Where a person is entitled to and in receipt
of weekly payments as a statutory minimum and the
amount of state average weekly earnings as published
by the Australian Bureau of Statistics reduces in a
subsequent financial year, then the person’s payment
will not reduce but remain at the same level as the
previous year. This is known as the no-disadvantage
rule. The rule has always been intended to apply in this
way across the board for all workers as a statutory
maximum, but differences in the published figure from
one year to the next could mean that some workers will
receive weekly payments at a higher amount as
compared to others, depending on whether their
entitlement to weekly payments rises.
Clause 3 clarifies that the reduction in figures for the
state average weekly earnings will not lead to different
weekly payment amounts for workers who are paid at
the statutory maximum, based on the financial year in
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which their entitlement to weekly payment arises. This
amendment ensures consistency, transparency and
equity in the payment of compensation for injured
workers.
I started my contribution by discussing the importance
of workplace safety in making sure that those who are
injured at work are fairly compensated. As a
government and as a Parliament we need to make sure
we are doing everything we possibly can to make sure
that every Victorian who goes to work is provided with
a safe, fair and secure working environment. This is
important for so many reasons. It is important for the
loved ones — the friends and family — and it is
important for the economy to make sure that we know
that as a state and as a government we are doing
everything we can to assist those who are injured at
work. I am very pleased to see that the penalty has
effectively doubled. We are looking at a doubling of the
penalty to make sure that those companies which do the
wrong thing or which are found to be in breach of the
regulations will be penalised accordingly.
I commend the minister for bringing this bill to the
house and for his work in ensuring that workplace
safety is the no. 1 priority of this government. Going
back to the member for Carrum’s comments, I think all
members understand, regardless of the side of the house
to which they belong, that the most important things we
can have in a workplace are safety, security and
fairness. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms WARD (Eltham) — I rise with pleasure to speak
on this very serious bill. My grandmother’s first
husband died in a workplace accident. He was working
on a construction site in the city. He was a great big
strapping man. He was 6 feet 4 inches tall and very
handsome. My grandmother had an 18-month-old boy
at home at the time. It is not hard to imagine how
difficult it would have been for my grandmother to not
only hear that news but to also cope with her grief in
the 1930s, which was not an easy time for a widowed
or single woman.
Workplace safety has come a long way since then, but
as we have seen with this bill there is still a way to go.
Anybody who dies in a workplace accident is one
person too many and so it is good to see that this
government is being very proactive in ensuring that we
reduce this number and get as close to zero as we
possibly can. Tomorrow is Workers Memorial Day, so
it is very important that today is the day we introduce
this bill. This year alone — and we are only heading
towards the end of April — eight Victorians have died
at work. As I said earlier, this is eight people too many.
This statistic does not include those people who are
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seriously injured at work every day; every day someone
is seriously injured in their workplace. Twenty people
died last year at work including — astonishingly —
nine in November. This is just not good enough. Every
workplace death is a tragedy. Most are tragedies that
can be avoided with diligence and with employers who
take workplace safety seriously.
I have to say that I am very glad that we have unions in
this state and this country that stand up for their
workers and fight to have safe workplaces. Our
workplaces would not be safe without them. Recently
two companies were fined a total of $1.5 million in the
Supreme Court over the death of a worker who fell
40 metres when a piling rig collapsed at a Melbourne
construction site in 2011. In 2015 a guilty verdict was
handed down against Frankipile Pty Ltd and Vibropile
Australia Pty Ltd, with both businesses convicted and
fined a combined total of $450 000 in the Melbourne
County Court.
However, following an appeal by the Director of Public
Prosecutions, the Court of Appeal last week
significantly increased the fine to $750 000 for each
business. The court found that the businesses had failed
to provide safe systems of work and had failed to
provide appropriate instruction, supervision and
training to their workers. The court heard that on
28 May 2011 Frankipile employee Sonny
Swaanenbeck fell 40 metres when a mast of a
Fundex F3500 piling rig collapsed. Mr Swaanenbeck,
who was only 30, suffered extensive injuries and died
at the scene. I am sure it is not hard for anyone in this
place to imagine the horror of someone falling
40 metres to what they would know would be their
death. It is just horrifying to imagine what this poor
man was dealing with as he was falling, let alone his
family, who had to receive that phone call and that
knock on the door that not one person wants to receive.
No-one wants to have a police person at their front door
wanting to come in and have that cup of tea to tell them
that someone they love has died at work, a place where
they should be safe and a place from where they should
be able to come home each night.
The court heard that a Vibropile employee who was
given the job of preparing the rig for work was
unfamiliar with its controls and had never installed or
been trained in how to install the 1.8-metre leader
extension which had to be fitted to the mast. Despite
reporting his concerns to his supervisor — this guy
knew he was not adequately trained to do this; he knew
that he could get it wrong — he was not listened to, and
work on preparing the rig continued. As a result, 10 of
the 16 bolts needed to secure the leader extension to the
rig were not fitted. Later that day Mr Swaanenbeck was
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working at the top of the rig when the mast snapped. He
fell to the ground along with a 20-metre section of the
mast. This is just horrifying.
Imagine the poor man who said, ‘I’m not sure about
this. I don’t know exactly what I’m doing. I could make
a mistake here’, was not listened to and was told to
keep doing it. Imagine how this man has to feel every
day, knowing what happened to Mr Swaanenbeck. It is
a horrendous tragedy, and these things need to be
avoided. Employers need to take workplace safety
seriously.
WorkSafe Victoria executive director of health and
safety Marnie Williams said that construction was one
of the most high-risk industries in Victoria and that an
ad hoc approach to procedures, training and supervision
that puts the safety of workers at risk should never be
tolerated. That is exactly the message that this
government is sending: it should not be tolerated, and it
will not be tolerated. As can be seen from these
convictions under section 21 and section 32, there is a
very high threshold for reckless endangerment. That is
what this bill is about. It will amend the Occupational
Health and Safety Act 2004 to increase the maximum
penalty for a corporate body found guilty of a reckless
offence.
A number of people in this house have gone through
the technical details of this bill, so I will not go through
this process too much, but what I want to continue to
talk about are workplace deaths. According to Safe
Work Australia, as at 20 April this year 41 people had
been killed at work around the country. This is 14 less
than at the same time last year, but as I have said, any
death is one too many. Last year 193 workers died
while at work in Australia, and 136 of these deaths
occurred in just three sectors: 55 in agriculture, forestry
and fishing; 55 in transport, postal and warehousing;
and 26 in construction.
It is very interesting to me that the federal government
has dedicated its time to abolishing the Road Safety
Remuneration Tribunal, which was dedicated to
making the equal-most dangerous profession in this
country safe. That is just astonishing. What is even
more astonishing is that the federal government wants
to reintroduce the Australian Building and Construction
Commission (ABCC), which punishes and prosecutes
workers who are trying to keep their workplaces safe.
We need governments to step up, intervene and do
what they can to make workplaces safe. That is what
our government is doing. Our government is working
towards making our workplaces safer than what they
currently are. A good and responsible government will
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do that. I echo the words of the member for Sunbury,
who said that this is an incredibly important task for
this government. We take the role of workers seriously,
we take their issues at work seriously and we will do all
that we can to keep workers safe. I really wish that the
Turnbull government would take this issue seriously as
well.
A Safe Work Australia report released in August 2015
showed that under the ABCC there was a significant
rise in workplace deaths. The former ABCC came into
operation on 1 October 2005. We need to have
regulation in workplaces. We need to have
governments that will step up, defend and look after the
rights of their workers to keep workers safe at work.
We need to intervene when employers are not taking
workplace safety seriously enough. In 2006 there was a
43 per cent increase in fatalities in the industry. These
are not injuries, these are fatalities — they went from
30 to 43, and this is after the ABCC came into
operation. In 2007 there were 45 deaths. After the
ABCC was abolished in May 2012 the numbers
dropped significantly, with only 21 deaths — still far
too many, but it was a decrease. It needs to be noted
that there is a pattern here.
Legislation needs to be brought in; government needs
to monitor this. We need to look after our workers. It is
absolutely irresponsible for any government, including
the federal government, including the Turnbull
government, to wind back these regulations, to not look
after workers and to not ensure that our workers are
kept safe. We have a federal government that is
prepared to fight an election on bringing back a body
that makes one of the most dangerous occupations
more dangerous. This is absolutely crazy. We need to
contrast this with what the Andrews government is
doing with this bill. We are absolutely determined to
remove impediments to making dodgy employers
accountable. We are absolutely committed to making
sure that employees are looked after. We are saying that
every worker has the right to come home — that is, the
right to come home healthy and uninjured. We are
saying that it is not right to be negligent and that
reckless workplace practices will be punished. I
commend the bill to the house.
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — It is my pleasure
to rise in support of the Treasury and Finance
Legislation Amendment Bill 2016. As we have heard,
this bill amends the Occupational Health and Safety
Act 2004 to increase the maximum penalty for a
corporate body found guilty of an offence of reckless
endangerment. It also includes a number of other
technical amendments to clarify aspects of the OHS act
and the Workplace Injury Rehabilitation and
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Compensation Act 2013 to ensure that the legislation
operates as it was intended to. The bill increases the
maximum penalty for a corporate body found guilty of
an offence of reckless endangerment under the OHS act
to address the inadequacy of the current penalty. It is
this part of the bill I would like to focus on in my
contribution.
Currently the penalty is at the same level as the
maximum penalty for breaches of other duties — that
is, 900 000 penalty units, which currently equals a bit
less than $1.5 million. In a case I will discuss shortly, a
chief justice raised concerns about the adequacy of this
penalty. This bill increases that maximum penalty by
more than doubling it in response to the chief justice’s
comments in that case. The case I was referring to that
really was the trigger for some of these changes was
Orbit Drilling Pty Ltd v. the Queen. The Orbit Drilling
case involved a situation where an employee named
Bradley Alford, who was a truck driver, was killed at
work when he lost control of his truck while driving
down a steep slope and it overturned. The court found
at the time that Mr Alford was effectively untrained and
the truck was unroadworthy and its brakes were
defective. This fact was known by supervising
personnel at the site at the time.
The Court of Appeal in that case compared the
culpability of the reckless endangerment offence with
the offence of failing to provide a safe workplace under
section 21. The court noted that the latter offence
covers the full range of degrees of culpability — that is,
from very low culpability to very high culpability —
and for this reason the court recommended that the
adequacy of the maximum penalty under section 32 be
examined to ensure that it accurately reflects the
seriousness of the offence as Parliament conceived it.
We have heard many contributions by other
speakers — and quite impassioned contributions —
about how important workplace safety is and also about
the failings in our current system and the tragedies that
we all too frequently open the paper and read about.
That reminds me of some reports about the Greater
Dandenong area I recently had the great displeasure of
reading which related to its very high rate of workplace
accidents — in fact Greater Dandenong has the highest
rate of workplace accidents outside of Melbourne,
which is not a record I am terribly happy to have to
speak to.
Greater Dandenong workers made almost
1500 WorkCover claims last year, and as I said that is
the highest of all metropolitan local government areas
outside of Melbourne. The highest numbers came from
manufacturing — about 558 claims were from
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manufacturing. They also came from the wholesale
trade, which constituted about 215 claims, and
construction, with about 134 claims. The leading causes
were things like poor manual handling, people being hit
by moving objects, as well as the more common slips,
trips and falls.
It is clear from these statistics that some employers are
not doing enough to keep their workers safe. Sadly, I
was reminded of this fact only a couple of weeks ago
when it was reported that a young man was killed at a
workplace in Dandenong South in my electorate. This
was a 34-year-old man at a recycling facility who was
essentially caught in a machine and found, I believe, by
the cleaners. This man I later found out, after reading
the report, in which he was not named, was a member
of and heavily involved in the local Dandenong
Thunder Soccer Club, and that soccer community
grieved his loss greatly. I felt through them the impact
of those sorts of losses on families and communities.
What these sorts of incidents remind us of, as other
speakers have said, is that no death at a workplace is
acceptable. We talk about reducing numbers but really
in this day and age any death that occurs while a person
is at work is unacceptable and should not happen.
Everyone has the right to return home safely.
I note that the previous speaker, the member for
Carrum, spoke about a WorkSafe ad that probably
resonated with all of us in this place. There is that
music playing in the background and the family is
waiting for the husband, in that case, to get home. In the
ad you see the contrast between two different scenarios,
where in one case the police knock on the door to say
an accident has happened and in the other the husband
is running a little late but when he does turn up there is
utter relief. There are similar scenarios where people
might have had a scare at work but do make it home
and realise how close they may have come. The theme
of the ad is that workplace safety is so important not
because of the workplace and not because of the
employer but because of the families the workers are
going home to.
I come from a background where many members of my
family worked on the waterfront. I remember years ago
speaking to my dad, who did a stint on the waterfront.
He said, ‘Look, people were injured and killed on the
waterfront all the time’. That is just what it was.
Containers fell, things happened and people were
killed. That, for me, was jarring. Formerly I worked as
a construction lawyer, and I heard about accidents —
and I am sure my sister did in her time as a lawyer as
well. It is such a stark reminder. Sometimes we like to
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think that these things do not happen and they do not
exist, but they do and families are impacted.
As a government we need to do all we can to make sure
that those sorts of accidents are not commonplace, that
we are protecting workers as best we can and that we
are encouraging employers to make sure they are
keeping their workforces safe. This is one reason why I,
particularly as a member of the Labor Party, have
always considered, and many on this side would agree,
Labor to be a party of working people. We represent
those who are probably disproportionately impacted by
these sorts of accidents, so it is an issue that is
particularly close to the hearts of many on this side of
the chamber.
For all of the views those on the opposite side may have
about the union movement, one of the major reasons I
support it, as many others on this side of the house do,
is that it has a vital role to play in keeping — —
An honourable member interjected.
Ms WILLIAMS — Absolutely — everybody on
this side. It has a vital role to play in keeping our
workers safe and keeping families together. That is
often a key role of the union movement that those on
the other side neglect or forget to speak about or ignore.
It is not about thuggery, it is not — —
An honourable member interjected.
Ms WILLIAMS — Yes, exactly. It is not about
thuggery; it is not about bad behaviour or seeking what
is not deserved. Most of the time what we are fighting
for through the union movement are very basic rights,
and that is that people can go home to their families and
not be killed at work.
Finally, the impact of the proposed penalty increase —
I just wanted to touch on what that will mean — will be
essentially that the courts will have broader sentencing
discretion in relation to imposing penalties for body
corporates that are guilty of reckless endangerment
offences. The courts will be able to see a clear
legislative intent to view reckless endangerment as the
most serious OHS breach and set a penalty
proportionate to the degree of culpability involved in
any particular case. Obviously in each case it will be
slightly different, such as in the case I discussed
previously where there was clearly some poor
behaviour that led to the situation where Mr Alford was
driving a truck with an inadequate level of training —
and a truck that was by all reports substandard — in an
environment where his supervisors knew that to be the
case. We are talking about a very high level of
culpability in that particular case.
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There will be other cases that will probably be a little
more grey, if you like, where it will be a bit more
difficult to tell exactly where things have gone wrong,
so I think it is fitting that we give courts the ability to
determine the level of culpability involved in any
particular case. In any case, this is a really important
bill. It is important in ensuring the safety of our workers
and forcing employers to make sure that that is a
consideration they take very seriously so that workers
can get to return home to their families safely, as is their
right.
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) — As always, it is a
pleasure to see you in the chair, Acting Speaker
Thomas. I rise to speak on the Treasury and Finance
Legislation Amendment Bill 2016, and I would really
like to focus on the importance of this bill. Anything
that can reinforce the Workplace Injury Rehabilitation
and Compensation Act 2013 certainly has my vote.
Throughout a 14-year career as a firefighter I witnessed
the results of many workplace incidents, some very
simple and others quite complex. They were all a result
of a failure in the system somewhere and resulted in
people having life-changing surgery and rehabilitation
with impacts on their families and their friends as well
as on their children when they could no longer work
because their circumstances had changed and they were
no longer the breadwinner they were previously.
Clause 1 sets out the purpose of the bill, which is
basically to improve the operation of the Workplace
Injury Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2013, the
Accident Compensation Act 1985 and the Occupational
Health and Safety Act 2004. As I said, as a firefighter
for 14 years I did see quite a few workplace incidents.
Also as a shop steward at a fire station it is quite a
learning curve when you are expected to look after the
safety and welfare of your crews and the people who
visit your workplace and ensure that you reduce as
much as possible the likelihood of accidents happening
so that people are not put in a position where they
might have to utilise the provisions in the acts we are
amending.
I want to outline a couple of examples that give real
meaning to the purpose of this bill. I know a lot of
people have talked about these clauses in the bill
already, but I would like to talk about some of the
things I have witnessed which mean that I know how
important reinforcing bills like this are. One particular
incident — I have to apologise to the member for
Dandenong — was in Dandenong. The member for
Dandenong was just saying that there is a high rate of
OHS incidents in that electorate, and from my
experience I would have to support that. There have
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been a number over the years that have been quite
complex.
One that I can remember quite vividly involved a
cleaner in an industrial bakery which contained a large
bath with a stainless steel auger in it. Unfortunately
what happened there was that while the man was
cleaning the auger, getting it ready for the next day’s
operation, the safety switch and power were not
isolated and either the guard was taken off for some
reason or it was not produced with a guard — I tend to
think that the guard was taken off — and somehow the
machine started. He became entangled in the machine.
The difficulty then became extricating him, which
required plasma lances and quick cuts. He ended up
losing two limbs — an arm and a leg. Anything that can
strengthen the act to make sure that employers and
employees know their responsibilities and know that
there are consequences so that they avoid that type of
incident and injury certainly has my vote.
Over the years we have had quite a few incidents in the
south-eastern area where the law has come into it.
There was a fairly high-profile incident on the corner of
Westall Road and Springvale Road probably about
20 years ago. I did not attend that incident, but it was
used as a training scenario by some of the firefighters
who did attend it. We learnt certain techniques that they
used that day. Essentially what happened was that a
truck with a shipping container southbound on Westall
Road turned a corner and the driver lost his brakes. The
shipping container flipped over onto a car, crushing the
car and its occupants. When the Dandenong rescue
team turned up, they could see that there was no sign of
life in the car but that there were toys and whatnot over
the road. They decided that they had to find out if there
were kids somewhere in the car who they could not see.
The effect on first responders with this kind of quite
avoidable accident is fairly brutal. It certainly was for
some of the first responders to that incident. They had
rocked up to an incident that was not under control,
with people everywhere around them and a 20-foot
shipping container on a car, crushing the car down to
the wheel arches. It took two tow trucks to get it off,
and obviously there were fatalities involved. Later on in
court we found out that that truck had been having
brake issues for quite some time and that the operator of
the truck had decided that it was not a worry and that
the driver should just harden up and keep driving it.
Unfortunately the brakes failed at a moment that meant
a family was crushed to death. It is another example of
why we are reinforcing these acts and making their
structure more rigourous and stronger so that we do not
have an increasing number of these really avoidable
incidents.
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In my limited experience — it was only 14 years; I
have worked with people who have been in emergency
services jobs for much longer than that — most of the
OHS-type incidents we went to were avoidable.
Whether it be someone losing a digit or someone
becoming entangled in machinery, it was because there
was not a guard there. It was because the switch that
isolated it was short-circuited, so it would save some
time. There was always something in the system that
had gone wrong. I think ensuring that we have stringent
controls and appropriate punishments for people who
are doing this may prevent these life-changing events
from happening.
When you go to rehabilitation hospitals and visit people
who have been involved in such incidents, it really hits
you that their life has changed for the worse.
Sometimes they go downhill mentally. Their life has
changed. They might not be able to walk; they might
not be ambulatory. Their family conditions might have
changed. Where they had been the breadwinner, their
spouse might have had to get re-educated. It changes
the whole nature of things.
Another incident which we attended involved a person
who had fallen off a roof. It is a simple task to get on
your roof and do some work, but in this case the work
was not actually done to an OHS standard. No
guardrails were up, no harnesses or fall-arresting
equipment was attached to the person, and they had a
spill off their roof. As I said, they are very simple tasks.
We could be cleaning gutters or something like that, but
in a workplace environment we need to take these
actions to ensure that accidents do not happen. In this
case, the accident did happen — again, another
life-changing incident that need not have happened. In
most cases these incidents should be pretty much the
same as clicking on your seatbelt when you get in a car:
there are certain things that should be done to make
sure that the actions we take in a workplace are safe.
I reiterate the sentiments of the members for
Dandenong and Sunbury, who said the union
movement does have a great role to play in this. I know
from my experience in the fire brigade that without the
union, the United Firefighters Union, we would not be
wearing the gear we have now or be using the fire
trucks we are using now which increase our safety.
Just to get back to the bill, as I said before, anything
that can make the process more rigorous and put
harsher penalties in place so that people actually follow
the rules to keep people safe, to keep people going
home to their families safely, has my vote. I commend
this bill to the house.
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Debate adjourned on motion of Ms HUTCHINS
(Minister for Local Government).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

HOUSE CONTRACTS GUARANTEE
REPEAL BILL 2016
Second reading
Debate resumed from 9 March; motion of
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance).
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — It is a pleasure to
rise again this afternoon to address the House Contracts
Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016, and I say at the outset that
it will not be a long-running contribution.
What is before the house in the context of this bill is
relatively straightforward. It is, as the title suggests,
simply repealing an act that has now reached its
effective use-by date. Indeed the bulk of the House
Contracts Guarantee Act 1987 probably reached its
effective use-by date some time ago, but it effectively
got a new lease of life in 2001 when it was amended by
the House Contracts Guarantee (HIH) Act. That act put
in place part 6 of the current act which set up the
domestic building HIH indemnity scheme.
Part 6 and the consequent sections of the act are
essentially now redundant, so as the minister indicated
in his second-reading speech — and I think the Scrutiny
of Acts and Regulations Committee report is almost as
brief as the second-reading speech — the act effectively
became redundant following the closure of the
Domestic Building (HIH) Indemnity Fund, which was
established under the act. The period for the lodgement
of claims has expired, and every claim that has been
lodged has been finalised in one form or another.
There is also capacity inserted by this repeal bill to
ensure that in the unlikely event there are any other
payments to or from what would have been the
Domestic Building (HIH) Indemnity Fund they will in
fact be paid from or into the Consolidated Fund. So it is
a pretty straightforward bill in that sense. Of course the
related issues — that is, the issues of guaranteeing
house contracts and guaranteeing acceptable standards
in buildings — remain to some extent outstanding.
Certainly we had some discussion on this issue in some
changes that were before the house earlier this year —
in February, I think, if I remember correctly. But we
still have outstanding issues.
In the context of the repeal of this act it is worth
identifying again that we have a lack of access for
consumers to, firstly, whether a practitioner is
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appropriately registered and, perhaps more importantly,
what their history is and whether there has been a
disciplinary history of that particular individual. I
understand the government is of the view that we need
great flexibility in the permit system, particularly with
the intention of reducing unnecessary delays. I think
members on both sides and indeed in all corners of this
house would say, ‘Hear, hear’ to that, and we certainly
look forward to considering that legislation should it
come into the house hopefully in the not-too-distant
future.
We have a regime that I do not think anyone in the
house would seek to defend. It is simply not working. I
know the member for Box Hill has on many occasions
described it as a lose-lose situation because currently
consumers do not get the cover they need and quite
often they feel let down by the system. I need to stress
that in the overwhelming number of cases people get a
good house. It is well built, and that is why the industry
is so strong. However, as we know, there are always
cowboys, and rules need to be put into place to deal
with the cowboys. I think everyone would acknowledge
we do not have that framework quite right just at the
moment.
You also have the issue on the other side of the fence,
from the builder’s perspective, that if they lose the
confidence of their insurer, whether that is for a
legitimate reason or whether it is for something less
legitimate, then that will effectively put them out of
business. So there is very little recourse for builders if
they, through no fault of their own, lose coverage. It can
make it very difficult for them to stay in business.
Of course it is pretty clear from the state of the
insurance market that it has been a bit of a lose-lose for
the insurers as well because if it were an active, healthy
market that provided the sorts of returns that the
insurers are seeking in the course of their normal
business, then we would not have a situation where the
Victorian Managed Insurance Authority — the
VMIA — would be the dominant insurer. The aspect of
the administration of that side of the act still has a long
way to go, but in the context of the repeal of the House
Contracts Guarantee Act, given that the fund is now
wound up, there is no further purpose for the act to
exist. The opposition certainly does not oppose the
passage of this bill.
Mr LIM (Clarinda) — I am very pleased to rise
today to speak on the House Contracts Guarantee
Repeal Bill 2016. The bill repeals the House Contracts
Guarantee Act 1987, which has become redundant
following the closure of the Domestic Building (HIH)
Indemnity Fund established under the act. The repeal of
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the House Contracts Guarantee Act 1987 will remove
the legislative requirement placed on the Victorian
Managed Insurance Authority to undertake redundant
auditing and reporting in respect of the run-off
schemes.
The original act included important consumer
protection provisions in relation to domestic building.
Those provisions have long since been repealed, with
the relevant functions taken up by the Domestic
Building Contracts Act 1995 and the Building Act
1993.
On 18 June 2015, in accordance with section 49(1) of
the House Contracts Guarantee Act 1987, the Minister
for Finance issued a notice regarding the closure of the
Domestic Building (HIH) Indemnity Fund, having been
satisfied that in each case all claims on the fund had
been dealt with and that no further claims would be
made. The House Contracts Guarantee Act 1987 played
an important role in the administration of legacy
compensation schemes, including the Housing
Guarantee Fund, which issued its last grant in 1996, and
the domestic building (HIH) indemnity scheme, which
related to policies issued before 31 May 2001.
We all remember the collapse of the HIH Insurance
Group. It was probably the biggest corporate collapse in
Australia’s history. The ramifications of the collapse
were felt by many businesses and throughout the
community. At the time the Bracks Labor government
was very concerned about the disruption to the building
industry that resulted from the collapse and moved very
quickly to provide relief for home owners and builders
who were destabilised by the HIH debacle. The Bracks
Labor government rightly accepted that while the state
did not have a legal obligation to assist home owners
who were no longer adequately covered by builders
warranty policies issued by HIH, it nonetheless had a
moral responsibility to do so. At the time our
community rightly expected the government to
minimise the adverse effects of the HIH collapse and do
everything reasonably possible to keep the building
industry and associated industries in Victoria moving
along. Many organisations outside of government
assisted in the rapid development of that piece of
legislation, which kept Victoria moving.
As a matter of fact, regulation of the insurance industry
was the responsibility of the federal government, yet
Victoria was in the sad situation of having to pass
urgent legislation on the issue. HIH, also known as
‘Howard in Hiding’ at the time, was an issue where the
federal government tried to pass the buck to the state to
avoid its responsibility. What a shame! A lot of people
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got hurt by the collapse of HIH, and that piece of
legislation helped ease the pain.
The bill which established the Domestic Building
(HIH) Indemnity Fund was well conceived and, as I
remember, brought to the Parliament in near record
time — a tribute to the commitment to certainty in the
building industry by the Bracks Labor government, the
Minister for Finance at the time, Minister Kosky, as
well as to the community at large. The legislation
helped our community and provided the support that
Labor governments are all about — that is, helping
those in our community who require assistance.
Mr Pesutto — Acting Speaker, I draw your
attention to the state of the house.
Quorum formed.
Mr LIM — The House Contracts Guarantee Repeal
Bill 2016 also removes references to the House
Contracts Guarantee Act 1987 from various acts and
provides a mechanism for payments that would
otherwise be paid out of or into the Domestic Building
(HIH) Indemnity Fund, which was closed in July 2015,
to be paid out of or into the Consolidated Fund.
Therefore in the extremely unlikely circumstance that a
new claim is able to be made or that an additional
liability under a settled claim arises, savings provisions
included in this bill will allow any necessary payment
to be made from the Consolidated Fund.
The Andrews Labor government is committed to
improving domestic building consumer protection.
Important reforms have been introduced by the
Minister for Planning to the regulation of builders and
dispute resolution processes as part of the Building
Legislation Amendment (Consumer Protection) Bill
2015. The safety net provided by domestic building
insurance will be particularly important through this
process of reform.
We believe this legislation provides the best mechanism
for improving consumer outcomes in the short term,
and once implemented and assessed it will inform
decisions about what, if any, other aspects of consumer
protection require amendment.
The government’s current legislative agenda will
substantially improve the regulation of building
practitioners and frontend dispute resolution and
provide a more stable policy environment for domestic
building insurance. The Labor government is getting on
with it to ensure consumers are protected. I commend
the bill to the house.
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Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) — I am
pleased to rise to speak on the House Contracts
Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016, which as previous
speakers have noted is a non-controversial bill that
repeals an act that in effect is no longer necessary. You
can often tell the difficulty or the complexity of a bill
by the second-reading speech. In this case the
minister’s second-reading speech is six paragraphs
long, so it is clear that this is not a particularly
controversial or complex bill.

was to develop a support scheme for many of the
policyholders who were left holding the baby —
literally holding worthless policies. Of course the scale
of the collapse also led to the federal government
establishing a royal commission. The document by
those Treasury authors also states:

As previous speakers have identified, the bill repeals
the House Contracts Guarantee Act 1987, which was
introduced at the time to provide an indemnity scheme
in respect of losses for certain classes of domestic
building work but received a second wind, if you like,
in 2001 with the collapse of the HIH Insurance Group.
Given that the statutory term — the seven years within
which claims needed to be made against the fund that
was established under that amendment in 2001 — has
now expired, there is no longer any need for this act to
continue, and as such we are here repealing it.

I recall the implications that abounded even several
years later with respect to tort law and public liability
insurance. Those who were in the public policy space at
the time will recall the severe implications that massive
increases in public liability insurance premiums were
having on a whole range of community activities but
particularly on not-for-profit groups who were having
to find thousands and thousands of dollars to cover
public liability insurance for festivals and other
community activities.

The HIH collapse was, and I think still is, the largest
corporate collapse in Australian history, and it had very
wide ramifications both politically and legally in the
business world and particularly in the area of prudential
regulation. We saw a number of responses at the time,
including the House Contracts Guarantee (HIH) Act
2001 but also with respect to federal law in a range of
areas, and there was also the establishment of the HIH
Royal Commission, initiated by the then Howard
government federally.
In doing a little research I found a federal Treasury
document that gave some background on the HIH
collapse. This document, written by Treasury officials
Claudio Damiani, Naomi Bourne and Martin Foo,
highlights the severity of the HIH collapse and its wider
implications. On its coversheet the document states:
The collapse of the HIH Insurance Group in 2001 was a
watershed for Australia’s financial sector. The combined
government and industry response to its collapse was swift,
with the establishment of the HIH Claims Support Scheme to
restore confidence to the market and protect a large number of
HIH policyholders from potential financial hardship.

The authors concluded that:
Despite its rapid development and implementation, the
scheme operated effectively and successfully met its
objectives.

Likewise the state-based scheme for building services
in particular also met its objectives.
The industry at the time, with the imprimatur and
financial backing of the federal government as well,

HIH’s failure was the catalyst for substantial policy reform,
notably in the regulation of Australia’s general insurance
industry, but also in areas as diverse as tort law, corporate
governance, audit standards and policyholder protection.

I listened to the member for Clarinda having a go at the
former Howard government for its failure to act, but I
recall that public liability insurance was a massive issue
which particularly affected many groups in country
Victoria. I was working with the then Leader of The
Nationals, the former member for Gippsland South. We
began a campaign to get action on this. I know that
from a tort law reform perspective this was very
difficult for Peter Ryan to pursue at the time as a former
solicitor who had worked heavily in this space, as well
as in the WorkCover and Transport Accident
Commission areas. He and the wider party recognised
that this was a significant problem that did require
reform.
Peter was the one who led the way on this. He called on
the government to hold a summit of all the relevant
parties to discuss what could be done to bring
premiums down. The then Bracks government ignored
it, so we organised our own summit with the Insurance
Council of Australia and various other organisations.
Lo and behold the then government buckled and said,
‘Hey, that’s a good idea. Let’s hold a summit’. So they
did, and subsequently out of that and further
community discussion over the next few months there
was a level of policy reform, some of which has been
wound back again in recent years. But there were
certainly wideranging effects of the HIH collapse that
were not limited just to the elements that we are
discussing here today in relation to the repeal of the act.
As I said, this is a straightforward bill. The house
contracts scheme is no longer necessary, and as a result
it is perfectly appropriate to now repeal this act. As has
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been mentioned, the coalition does not oppose the bill,
and I commend it to the house.

simply do not exist — the reality is that market failure
is real. It does happen; it does exist.

Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I am delighted to
follow the member for Gippsland South and to make a
contribution in relation to the House Contracts
Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016. This is an important bill
because it abolishes legislation that is no longer
required, as you would expect. This is a classic case of
the state intervening where there is market failure and
once the market failure has been addressed removing
legislation from the statute book because it is no longer
required.

What was really corporate fraud of the highest order
resulted in $5.3 billion worth of losses 16 years ago.
We do operate in a low-inflation environment, and we
have done so for probably the best part of 30 years, but
$5.3 billion in 2001, you would have to say, would be
probably closer to $6.5 billion to $7 billion in today’s
money, based upon an inflation rate of 1.5 per cent to
2 per cent compounded over the course of 15 years.
The impact that it had was sudden and immediate. The
government of the day had no choice but to
immediately step in and address those problems and
issues. It was a huge issue. It was a massive issue for
the former Labor government to deal with.

The reality is that the collapse of HIH was at the time
the largest corporate collapse we had seen. I note that it
collapsed in March 2001, owing $5.3 billion.
Interestingly this bill goes back to the House Contracts
Guarantee (HIH Further Amendment) Act of March
2002, so there was a 12-month delay between the
collapse and the bill being passed. Why did it take
12 months? The member for Gippsland South made a
lengthy contribution about the virtues of the National
Party in relation to highlighting this issue in country
Victoria. Indeed when that bill was originally drafted
and put together in the immediate aftermath of the
collapse of HIH, when community groups, sporting
clubs and regional organisations were struggling to get
public liability insurance because there was no insurer
available, the National Party supported the legislation
of the then Bracks government.
The bill was moved by the then Minister for Finance,
the Honourable Lynne Kosky. The bill was also
supported by the Independent members for Gippsland
West, Mildura and Gippsland East. But the problem —
the reason why the bill was not passed for
12 months — was that the Liberal Party successfully
blocked any attempt for the legislation to be passed for
close to 12 months. While the member for Gippsland
South may well discuss the great contribution made by
the National Party in highlighting this issue, it was
spectacularly unsuccessful when it came to convincing
its current parliamentary partner to pass that bill back
then. It failed spectacularly in relation to trying to get
that legislation passed, which is why the act was dated
2002 and not 2001. Anyhow, I do digress.
It is an important piece of legislation, because unlike
what the members for Kew or Ripon think — they are
members of the Institute of Public Affairs, that great,
renowned think tank that does not believe in market
failure, an organisation that thinks that the invisible
hand of market forces will right all evils and that there
is no need for state intervention because market failures

I recall that the Municipal Association of Victoria had
to partner up with an insurer — I think it ended up
partnering with Jardine Lloyd Thompson — to develop
a product that it could roll out across the then
78 municipalities across the state because it had to
move quickly to address this. They had to move quickly
to address this because myriad community and social
organisations needed to have access to public liability
insurance or they would have folded or they could not
have discharged their duties. We as a government then
got on with it.
I recognise the contribution made by the member for
Gippsland South. I do not recall The Nationals being
particularly vocal or active on this particular issue, but I
will take him on his word that they were. The reality is
that they voted for the legislation, which is more than
can be said for the Liberal Party members, who
opposed it. They attempted to block it here, but they
blocked it upstairs and it took 12 months to pass, which
is indeed regrettable. I think we have to ask ourselves
why the Liberal Party would behave in that way.
I suspect that again it comes down to the fact that many
of those opposite in the Liberal Party just do not think
for a moment that market failure exists. They think,
‘There is nothing there that the market can’t fix. The
best form of government is the smallest form of
government. We don’t need to be engaged. We don’t
need to be involved. Let’s just sit back. Let’s have
corporate collapses of the magnitude of HIH occur, and
let’s just sit back and criticise the attempt of the
government to try and address this problem, this issue’.
Frankly, it was not good enough.
The reality of where we are now is that the problem has
been resolved. The problem has been fixed, and it is fair
and appropriate that we do look at trying to remove
regulations that are no longer relevant or required. The

HOUSE CONTRACTS GUARANTEE REPEAL BILL 2016
Wednesday, 27 April 2016

ASSEMBLY

legislation that was brought in by the former
government was designed to address a specific
problem. It was designed to tackle what was a huge
issue. It was the biggest corporate collapse in Australian
history, it was the subject of a royal commission and it
had a profound impact right across the community. So
it was only fair and reasonable, when we had a systemic
market failure of the highest order, for the state to
intervene — and there was a need for it to do so. The
government intervened at the time, and now there is no
need for this legislation to remain on the statute book. It
has done its job. It has done its job, and it is only fair
and reasonable that, having fulfilled its obligations and
duties over the course of the last 14 years, it is now
dealt with.
The member for Gippsland South made a fairly short
contribution and referred to the fact that the
second-reading speech was fairly short and had only six
paragraphs. Well, I think with these sorts of pieces of
legislation you do not really need to say more than you
need to. The reality is that it was an important piece of
legislation at the time, but its time has passed. I think it
serves as a reminder for all of us to be prepared to have
the discipline and the focus to identify a problem, to
recognise where there is a problem and to act, as the
former government did.
Again, because of the Liberal Party’s intransigence, the
Honourable Lynne Kosky — whom I think you, Acting
Speaking Thomas, were working with at the time —
brought in this piece of legislation. But it was not
managed in its final stages by Lynne; it was in fact
managed by John Lenders because he was at that stage
the Minister for Finance. It was a case where the
government recognised there was a problem, it sought
to address it and it did address it, ultimately getting the
legislation through — although it was delayed. And
now we are back again, 14 years later, and it is time to
repeal the legislation and consign it to the history
books.
It is a salutary lesson in the role that we play as
legislators to understand that we have got a
responsibility and obligation to step in and address
market failure where it exists but to leave the field
when we are no longer required. It is an important piece
of legislation to get the balance right, and I commend
the bill to the house.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) — It gives me
pleasure to speak on the House Contracts Guarantee
Repeal Bill 2016. In a sense this is a pretty rudimentary
bill in that it just cleans up, as the member for Essendon
said, something that is no longer required. I suppose,
though, that on the other end of the spectrum it is quite
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a substantial policy area, which has caused people,
including in my community, enormous pain and
suffering. This bill, as others have said, seeks to repeal
the last elements of the House Contracts Guarantee Act
1987, because it has become redundant following the
closure of the Domestic Building (HIH) Indemnity
Fund established under the act. The Minister for
Finance has been satisfied in each case that all claims
on the fund have been dealt with and no further claim
could be made. The bill also removes references to the
House Contracts Guarantee Act from various other acts
and provides a mechanism for payments that would
otherwise be paid out of or into the Domestic Building
(HIH) Indemnity Fund, which was closed in July 2015.
The member for Essendon talked about market failure,
and he was spot-on. This policy area — building
warranties for people building their homes — is an
enormous area of pain and suffering if it is not done
right, and unfortunately the market does not get it right
in all cases. Yes, I am sure the majority of builders do a
good job, and when government has to step in it is
obviously for those cases on the margins. I know that
the Victorian Managed Insurance Authority (VMIA)
has already implemented a range of improvements to
domestic building insurance products. This was the
subject of a big report by the Victorian
Auditor-General, I think it was last year. This area of
policy is important, as I said, and there are a whole
range of things that have been implemented by the
VMIA and the Victorian government.
As I was saying, a policy enhancement in relation to the
VMIA is that, for example, it allows payment of a
claim when a builder has failed to comply with a
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) or
court order in relation to defective domestic building
work. The key issue is the lack of ability to seek redress
even when a court has ordered redress. The policy
enhancement removes the need for a builder to be
legally determined to be insolvent for a claim to be
paid, which can otherwise potentially take years to
resolve. Traditionally this lack of ability to seek redress
left the customer, the consumer, in the cold.
The government is also committed to further improving
domestic building consumer protection. Important
reforms have been introduced to the regulation of
builders and dispute resolution processes as part of the
Building Legislation Amendment (Consumer
Protection) Bill 2015. The safety net provided by
domestic building insurance will be particularly
important through this process of reform. While
broader legislative reforms are underway, the
government has asked the Victorian Managed
Insurance Agency to improve both the efficiency and
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the level of cover domestic building insurance provides
within the current legislative framework.
The human impact of domestic building insurance was
brought to my attention in a very real way, thankfully
not through personal experience but through the
experience of constituents, and in my previous role on
the Monash City Council I would hear some of their
stories firsthand. Obviously council plays a role, but it
does not pick up the pieces very early on when things
have gone wrong, and that is where the state
government has a role to play in supporting consumers
in the building industry.
Recently there was the case of a lady and her husband,
who live in the electorate of Oakleigh, which had a lot
of media interest and exposure over several years. I
refer particularly to a story by Adam Carey — and I
think he has probably done a few on this family —
about Boris and Lana Zaitsen. I think their story really
does explain the impact of market failure. I understand
from Lana Zaitsen that a fair bit of the anecdotal
information provided in the Auditor-General’s report
came from her example, as well as others. I will quote
some of the article which gives a sense of the impact:
A bitter year long dispute over —

obviously now it is much more than a year; it was a
‘Domain’ article in the Age in 2011 —
a defectively built multimillion-dollar house has again
exposed the lack of consumer protection for Victorian home
owners.
A Murrumbeena couple, Boris and Lana Zaitsen, signed a
$2 million contract in 2009 with builder Grigory Trunov to
build a two-storey townhouse in Caulfield North.
So far they have spent $1.2 million on a house that is
incomplete, badly weather damaged and so far from the
architect’s design that one building report recommended
demolishing much of it.
The house was scheduled to be finished in March, but
construction stopped last November, when Mr Trunov
demanded a progress payment of $198 000, after his work
had been deemed defective. The Zaitsens —

Lana and Boris —
complained to the building commission and consumer affairs
about Mr Trunov and the building surveyor who allegedly
approved the defective work.
Orders have since been served on the builder to fix defects,
but months later nothing has been done.

In fact it is years later. As I say, this issue is ongoing.
While the Zaitsens have received some compensation,
it comes nowhere near restoring their situation to what
it was prior to this disaster. Back to the article:
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Rather, the builder is threatening to take the Zaitsens to court,
telling the Age they ‘want my blood’. ‘They didn’t pay
$198 000 like they were supposed to’, he said. ‘I cannot
continue the house at my own cost. I don’t have to.’

This is a long-running issue. I do not think I am
providing any privileged information because Lana has
made this quite public, but it has had an enormous
emotional toll on her. It is really the one thing that
many people look forward to in their retirement and
also just in life: a place that they have dreamt of, a place
to call their own, a place that their hard-earnt income
can be invested in for their quality of life and their
amenity.
Lana’s story is close to home for me. To be quite
honest, in the first few months of this job as the
member for Oakleigh I felt powerless to assist Lana. I
am very happy, though, that the government picked up
on the key issues underlying the problems that we are
describing today and that were outlined in the Victorian
Auditor-General’s Office’s (VAGO) report, including
that as a consumer it is a minefield to navigate this
whole area. That is one of the key findings of the
VAGO report: this whole area is a minefield to navigate
for consumers seeking redress. You almost need to be a
VCAT member or a lawyer to understand how to seek
redress.
One of the things we did with the Building Legislation
Amendment (Consumer Protection) Bill 2015, which I
spoke of earlier and spoke to at the time that it passed
through this house, was highlight and improve the
information for consumers to streamline the process
and to afford more protections. I think there is more
work to be done, obviously, but this is a very important
area. I know that this bill is really only a clean-up bill,
in a sense, to rid the statute book of the remaining
elements of that no longer required House Contracts
Guarantee Act 1997; however, I have taken the
opportunity to again raise the issue of domestic building
insurance and the devastating impact it has on people,
including people in my community. I am pleased to see
that this government is actively addressing those issues,
as I have said.
I wish the bill a speedy passage, and I look forward to
improvements in this area in years to come.
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — It is a pleasure to be
able to join the debate on the House Contracts
Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016. This is a very
straightforward bill, but it does provide the opportunity
to comment on some of the circumstances that brought
about the introduction of the bill in the first place,
which I will come to in a moment.
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The bill before us repeals the House Contracts
Guarantee Act 1987, which has become redundant
because of the closure of the Domestic Building (HIH)
Indemnity Fund. That fund has been closed because of
the government being satisfied that all the claims on the
fund had been dealt with and that no further claims
could be made. The Minister for Finance on 18 June
last year issued a notice regarding the closure of the
Domestic Building (HIH) Indemnity Fund, so this is a
fairly straightforward repealing of the act because of the
winding up of that fund.
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too heavily on the accounts and not enough on poor risk
management frameworks that were employed by HIH.
What occupied much of the media’s attention following
the collapse of HIH was the contribution of some of the
senior directors and managers of HIH to the collapse of
the insurer. We know now that charges were laid
against a number of HIH directors, senior managers and
associates, with convictions following. So this was a
serious failure of corporate governance.

When we think back to the reasons for the introduction
of the bill that led to the act that is being repealed, we
note that that was about the protection of consumers
and the maintaining of confidence in the building
industry following the collapse of HIH Insurance. It
seems quite some time ago now when the members of
this house at that time debated that bill. It was a
massive shock to the economy that a major insurer such
as HIH could collapse, and it had a roll-on effect
throughout the Australian economy and certainly here
in Victoria.

As I said before, the impact was significant on not just
the Victorian economy but the whole Australian
economy. The Australian Treasury outlined the impact.
Thousands of employees working at HIH lost their
jobs, tens of thousands of shareholders in the company
were left holding worthless equity and HIH
policyholders were left unsure whether their insurance
contracts would be honoured or not. Stories of personal
hardship emerged almost immediately. Sick or disabled
policyholders claiming salary continuance policies with
HIH stopped receiving ongoing payments, which they
often relied on for day-to-day living expenses.

HIH Insurance was placed into provisional liquidation
on 15 March 2001, with KPMG being appointed as
provisional liquidator of HIH and 17 of its controlled
entities. In terms of the scale of the collapse, if you look
at the 2000 HIH annual report, you see that the
company reported gross premium revenue of
$2.8 billion, total assets of $8 billion, total liabilities of
$7.1 billion and net assets of $900 million. So a giant
insurer was effectively leaving the marketplace.

The collapse had a major effect on professional service
providers, with services suspended by many of
Australia’s 150 community legal centres after their
professional indemnity insurance was put under a
cloud. I also remember that even large sporting
organisations such as, I think, the Australian Rugby
Union and the National Rugby League were left
uninsured, and there was a real cloud over whether
those large sporting competitions would continue.

We all know that a number of actions were taken after
the collapse. The Howard government at the time was
slow to act and certainly from my point of view was not
wanting to lift the regulatory standards that were so
obviously needed at the time. It is worth looking at the
findings of the HIH Royal Commission. On the major
causes of HIH’s collapse, the royal commission lists
things like HIH grossly underestimating its liabilities,
overestimating its assets, charging premiums that were
too low and under-reserving or under-provisioning for
future claims.

Treasury also mentioned that:

The royal commission found that the board of HIH was
unduly influenced by and failed to monitor the
performance of senior HIH management. On
mismanagement, it found that HIH’s acquisition of FAI
Insurance for around $295 million was a poor
decision — that basically it was not worth what HIH
had paid for it. There were losses by HIH’s UK and US
operations that impacted on HIH. The royal
commission also found that internal auditors focused

… as one of the largest, if not the largest, builders warranty
insurers, the collapse of HIH left thousands of builders
without insurance cover (which was mandatory in most states
and territories). Almost $2 billion of construction activity was
placed on hold while builders sought replacement cover. For
many, this was not a quick process as the few remaining
builders warranty insurers were flooded with applications.

It is obviously building insurance that the bill before us,
which is a repeal bill, is directed at.
So the level of uncertainty of the economy was
significant from the issues that have just been
mentioned through the Australian Treasury’s report, but
I am also not sure whether local community sporting
organisations or recreational clubs could obtain
insurance. The flow-on impact of this has meant that
there have been changes to prudential regulation here in
Australia. We have also had a raft of tort law reform,
and that was driven in part by the collapse of HIH,
where consumers were confronted with sometimes
astronomical insurance premium increases.
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In the face of all this, as I said before, we had a federal
government at the time — the Howard government —
that was slow to act and, in fact you could say, loath to
act. The minister at the time, Minister Hockey, did not
seem to want to address these issues. Prime Minister
Howard did not want to address these issues. But here
in Victoria we saw some real leadership from, first of
all, Lynne Kosky — a great minister and the finance
minister at the time — and then from John Lenders,
who became finance minister after her.
On 14 May the Bracks government announced a
$35 million rescue package for HIH-insured home
owners, and Minister Kosky cited the fact that the
Australian Prudential Regulation Authority and the
Howard government had failed to protect consumers
from the collapse of HIH. We saw a government here
in Victoria that worked closely with building
practitioners, insurers and other stakeholders to ensure
that there was confidence in the system, that there was
confidence in the building industry and that people
were able to get on and get work done because they had
proper insurance.
We even saw before in the Parliament here today the
lack of interest from those opposite in this particular
bill. It is a fairly minor bill, if you like, because it is
repealing a previous piece of legislation that has done
its work, but for those opposite to call a quorum on this
bill when they only had one Liberal Party member in
the house was symbolic of their lack of interest in these
sorts of issues.
Minister Kosky, when she introduced the House
Contracts Guarantee (HIH) Bill on 31 May 2001,
outlined the reasons that the government was intending
to take action, and those were to protect consumers, to
ensure that there was protection for people who were
building houses and to ensure that there was no lack of
confidence going forward.
The shame at the time was that while there was support
in the upper house from the National Party, the
Independents and the Labor Party for that bill to get
through in a speedy manner, we saw the Liberal Party
obstruct that legislation going through the house, and it
went backwards and forwards with a number of
amendments being proposed at the time.
We are talking about a major collapse where a
government was trying to respond as nimbly and
quickly as it possibly could to those changes. I think it
is a great shame that the Liberal Party did not take a
more cooperative approach to this — to leave the
partisan politics out of it and not worry about looking
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after the vested interests of developers and its mates at
the top end of town.
Instead those opposite should have put first the interests
of consumers, of ordinary Victorians and indeed of
those people who work in the building industry to make
sure that there was a level of certainty around the
building industry. Again I think it is a very clear
example of when it comes to the responsibility of
running the state the Liberal Party shows that it is not a
party that is prepared to put commonsense policy first
and politics second — quite the opposite.
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — I wish to make a few
comments on the House Contracts Guarantee Repeal
Bill 2016, because I have been sitting in my office
listening on the speaker to this debate, and I am afraid
that I am moved now to correct the record. It is not a
bill I would normally have spoken on, but in 2001
Lynne Kosky was Minister for Finance when the HIH
bill was brought in, and I happened to be the shadow
Minister for Finance, and I actually know what
occurred. Again, I would advise members of the Labor
Party to perhaps not read out their notes and just accept
what the whip may have given in a folder; often the
facts are very different from what people wish to
disclose in the house.
The purpose of this bill is of course to repeal the House
Contracts Guarantee Act 1987, because that act
provided for the HIH indemnity fund, and many
members have in fact in the course of debate referred to
the circumstances under which HIH collapsed. I will
not go over that again, but it was a very, very difficult
time for people who were building houses and a
difficult time for builders.
I want to address, first of all, the issue that I keep
hearing over and over again — that the Liberal Party
was obstructive. Secondly, I wish to address the issue
of market failure. I am not normally in the business of
quoting myself, but I wish to advise the house of what
actually happened in 2001, so I checked my speech to
the Parliament at the time. What actually happened was
that in the first instance the then Minister for Finance,
Lynne Kosky, came to me and trusted me with a
briefing on the bill. It was obviously very, very
important that what the government was proposing to
do did not leak. I was given a copy of the bill, I was
given a copy of the second-reading speech, as I recall it,
and I was given access to departmental officers,
because Lynne Kosky, as minister, knew that she
needed the cooperation of the opposition party to get a
bill so rapidly through the Parliament.
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I made the following comments at the time, on 5 June
2001, when I spoke after the minister had introduced
the bill on 31 May — and I quote myself, bad as that
may be:
The opposition and the National Party have agreed to an
expedited carriage of the bill through the Parliament to allow
funds to flow and to allow certainty, particularly in the real
estate industry, and greater certainty than previously existed
in the building industry.

That is what I said on the floor of the house, and I
acknowledged that the minister herself had briefed the
opposition two days prior to the bill being read for a
second time. Indeed, I remember an interview I gave: it
was about women in politics, as one often gives these
interviews, and I cited this bill as an example of two
members of Parliament who happen to be female
trusting each other with a copy of a bill, trusting that the
opposition would not rush off to the media — trust that
was well placed trust by the minister, I might add. Of
course I was not going to run off, and of course I
briefed my own party. Of course everyone in my party
understood why rescue legislation was needed to be put
through the Parliament fairly quickly.
So it irritates me somewhat to hear about all of this
obstruction that we were meant to have done. In fact, I
concluded my comments in the house by making
reference to the fact that I had done everything in my
power to assist this bill in going through the house. I do
not mind a bit of argy-bargy in politics — I am all in
favour of it, and I have done it a lot over the years
myself — but if people are going to stand up and claim
that the Liberal Party acted in a certain manner in 2001,
then I think they should check the facts. Indeed, I gave
credit to the minister at the time. Again, I said at that
time:
The opposition understands there is significant urgency
attached to this bill, which is why it has tried to be as
cooperative as possible. In fact, it has gone out of its way to
schedule meetings. I thank the Minister for Finance for her
briefing in advance — a very rare occurrence. As I said on
Thursday, when oppositions are taken into confidence and
trusted with bills and second-reading speeches in the interest
of good outcomes for the community, it is possible to have
both sides of politics working to get a good outcome.

As I said, I was not going to speak on this bill. I was
sitting in my office when I heard a lot of nonsense and I
wished to correct the record — firstly, about the
conduct of the late Lynne Kosky and the interchange
we had over that, and, secondly, to indicate that at the
time the then opposition did everything possible to act
in the best interests of the community. Indeed we had a
number of concerns with the bill before the house in
2001 and the Master Builders Association (MBA) had
suggested a range of amendments.
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Again, I made the point at the time that we would not
amend the bill because we actually wanted to assist the
government to assist the community to resolve the
crisis with the collapse of HIH. So, again, those
opposite can play politics if they want to — we are all
politicians — but I ask that they please do not distort
the truth over something like that, which I think was a
particularly good example of the type of minister Lynne
Kosky was.
I also want to say very briefly that I heard one
member — it could have been the member for
Essendon — talking about how all Liberals believe that
the free market will never fail, or something like that. I
apologise if I have misquoted him. That is not true.
There is market failure. I go back to my economic
textbooks in economics 101: market failure exists, and
it is why we have consumer affairs legislation. The
issue is: how often will markets fail? What should
governments do to prevent market failure? How should
governments react? Is there a role for government in
more circumstances that may possibly be required
should there be market failure?
Again, I refer to the debate on the House Contracts
Guarantee (HIH) Bill in 2001. The minister in her
second-reading speech used the term ‘moral
responsibility’. She clearly said, ‘The government has a
moral responsibility to act’ because the building
industry was in crisis. I said at the time that the
government has a moral responsibility to address some
of the circumstances impacting on people’s lives and
livelihoods.
I know it is very easy during the cut and thrust of
debate to say, ‘People may think X’ or ‘They may think
Y’, but the fact of the matter is that in this instance the
opposition was well aware of market failure in the
building insurance industry; it has been a very complex
industry over many years. I have spoken on matters like
this for 24 years in this Parliament; it is a very complex
industry. But in 2001 the opposition acknowledged that
there had been market failure, and as a consequence of
that market failure we were prepared to support the
Labor government and its remedies at that time. Again I
stress that we had a series of amendments that we
wished to put on behalf of the MBA. We did not do so
because we acknowledged that there had been market
failure and the government needed to act to prevent a
further crisis or a deterioration of circumstances in the
building industry and so we expedited the passage of
that bill.
I am more than happy to stand here and acknowledge
the confidence and trust that a government minister had
in the Liberal Party at that time. I am not here to justify
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my role in this. I am simply here to say that if members
of the Labor Party want to come into this chamber and
make a series of allegations, they had better wait until
after I retire because I have been around for a long time
and I am rarely moved to leave my office after listening
to nonsense over the speaker; otherwise I would be
speaking on every bill, like the member for Essendon.
However, I heard so much nonsense in my room
tonight that I felt motivated to come into this chamber
to place on the public record that there was a
cooperative arrangement between the parties to deal
with HIH, and at that time my party acknowledged that
there had been market failure and that we needed to
cooperate to address that market failure.
I too wish the bill a speedy passage. I am sorry I have
taken a few extra minutes to impede its passage, but
given that in 2001 I did so much to expedite the passage
of the House Contracts Guarantee (HIH) Bill, I think I
am entitled to have my say.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — It is my pleasure to
rise to speak on the House Contracts Guarantee Repeal
Bill 2016. I make the comment that there has been a lot
of discussion so far about market failure. I will talk
about that in some detail a little later, but I do want to
pick up a point that the member for Brighton made. She
said, ‘We recognise market failure’. I think what we
saw at the HIH Insurance Group was so much more
than market failure. What we saw with the collapse of
HIH was wilful criminal behaviour by some very senior
executives in the financial services sector, some of
whom had very clear links to the Liberal Party — I
make the point, not the member for Brighton.
The House Contracts Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016
repeals the House Contracts Guarantee Act 1987,
which has become redundant following the closure of
the Domestic Building (HIH) Indemnity Fund
established under the act. The Minister for Finance has
now been satisfied in each case that all claims on the
fund have been dealt with and that no further claim
could be made. The bill also removes references to the
House Contracts Guarantee Act 1987 from various acts
and provides mechanisms for payments that otherwise
would be paid out of or into the Domestic Building
(HIH) Indemnity Fund, which was closed in July 2015,
to be paid out of or into the Consolidated Fund.
Despite the member for Brighton’s contribution I want
to make the point that it has only been speakers on this
side of the house who have taken the time to talk to the
human dimension of the collapse of HIH. We can have
word games across the chamber, but let us not lose
sight of the many thousands of ordinary Victorians who
were adversely impacted by these corporate criminals.
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That is why the Bracks government moved so quickly
at that time, and that is why the then Minister for
Finance, the late Lynne Kosky, my dear friend and
former boss, moved to introduce an indemnity scheme
to this house.
I am indebted to the member for Clarinda for drawing
this to our attention and reminding us of the speed with
which the Bracks government acted, that at that time
HIH also stood for ‘Howard in Hiding’ and that the
Victorian government was obliged to act while the
federal government sat on its hands perhaps feeling a
little bit squeamish and a little bit worried about the
various individuals involved in the HIH collapse and
their links perhaps to members of the Liberal Party.
Who knows? What we do know is that the Howard
government, in contrast to the Bracks Labor
government, was extremely slow to act.
The member for Essendon also took the time to discuss
the issue of market failure, which I will also do now.
On this side of the house we are not driven by blind
ideology, and we are not beholden to the invisible hand
of the marketplace. Instead of that, we have a
human-centred value system that sees us take action in
this place to look after and deliver the best outcomes for
Victorian people. If we see the need to act and
intervene in the market, or indeed to regulate it, we will
do so in the interests of protecting people, their jobs and
their homes. We will never shy away from that.
While those on the other side will tie themselves up in
knots on this issue with their commitment to
deregulation and small government, we will stand here
quite proudly and, where it is required, we will
intervene. God help us if it had have been the Liberal
Party in charge in Canberra when the global financial
crisis hit. I will tell members what would have
happened. We would have seen record unemployment,
we would have seen businesses go broke, and we
would have seen people here lose their homes.
But what we saw instead was a very measured,
considered response to the global financial crisis that
saw a very effective investment through public
expenditure and investment in the building industry to
deliver much-needed capital improvements to our
schools and to ensure that our economy remained
strong while economies across Europe did not. We
know what happened in Europe; there was record
unemployment. We saw people across the US lose their
homes. We saw unemployment in the United States
soar. We did not see that here in Australia, because we
had a Labor government in power that understood what
was most important at a time when the economy was
under existential threat. What we had was a
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government that took action to intervene. We
underwrote the banks; we provided them with a
guarantee that they would ride through that storm. That
is what you will see from this side of the house; you
will see economic management in support of society.

Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) — It gives me great
pleasure to rise to speak on the House Contracts
Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016. I start by commending the
other speakers for their detailing of the bill and their
well-considered dialogue on it.

We see the economy as a tool to support the society that
we want, and that is a society where people have the
opportunity to fulfil their potential, to work with dignity
and in safety, to pursue home ownership and to see
their children being given the opportunity to pursue the
lives that they want to pursue. That is what we will do,
and we see the economy as a tool to achieve those
things.

The bill repeals the House Contracts Guarantee Act
1987, which provided an indemnity scheme in respect
of losses arising in respect of certain classes of
domestic building work affected by the collapse of the
HIH Insurance Group. The scheme is no longer
required as the term for the lodgement of claims, which
was seven years, has expired and all lodged claims have
been finalised, which is a good thing.

This is a really important bill, and it is an opportunity to
reflect on some pretty critical differences in values
between the Labor Party and those on the other side. Of
course it was the member for Oakleigh who took us
through some of the individual circumstances of
constituents and what we saw with the collapse of HIH,
and the member for Bundoora also detailed for us the
very precarious position that so many were in as a result
of that criminal behaviour. I take the opportunity to
commend the Bracks Labor government for the way it
moved so quickly. I note that the member for
Footscray, a minister in that government, would also
have been very intimately involved in devising this
indemnity package.

In 2001 we saw the HIH collapse. From memory it
went into provisional liquidation. I had just started my
first year at university, I think, and I did not quite
understand what was going on until it was explained to
me. I would not pretend to be an expert in the field, but
what I do know is that many, many people — many
average punters — were adversely affected by this.
People took extreme measures, people lost their homes
and families were broken up. There was a real human
cost to this. The operation of the indemnity scheme was
to assist with that but it is now redundant, so the House
Contract Guarantee Act 1987 is now definitely
redundant.

Finally, I want to note that a royal commission was
established to look into the collapse of HIH. One would
hope that lessons have been learnt, but I suggest to
members that there are many more lessons to be learnt
by the insurance and financial services sector.
Unfortunately what we continue to see is unethical
behaviour and criminal behaviour in this sector to the
disadvantage of ordinary Australians. Indeed we have
seen retirees ripped off by financial planners. We have
seen small businesses harassed by banks. We have seen
just recently and most notably CommInsure denying
claims or dealing with their policies in such a way that
terminally ill people with life insurance were denied
their legitimate claims.
This is a sector that does need some reform. Time and
time again the community gives the financial and
insurance sector the opportunity to clean itself up. It has
a lot more work to do. I have seen this firsthand as both
an employee of the National Australia Bank and as an
organiser for the financial services union. I have always
been concerned at the way reward and recognition
programs in banking and finance work, and there are
perverse incentives in those recognition programs that
leave those industries exposed to poor behaviour and
corruption. I commend the bill to the house.

The Victorian Managed Insurance Authority (VMIA)
administered the fund under the act, and I put on record
that the Bracks government did a fantastic job of
dealing with the matter. It was certainly something that
at the time was very dramatic. The act provides that a
claim against the fund must be made within seven years
of the completion of the building works that were
covered by the HIH builders warranty insurance policy
and commenced before 2001. In accordance with
section 49 of the act, the government being satisfied
that all claims on the fund had been dealt with and that
no further claim could be made, a notice of closure of
the fund was published in June 2015, given that
everyone who was affected by the collapse had been
dealt with.
The bill removes references to the House Contracts
Guarantee Act 1987 from various acts and provides a
mechanism for payments that would otherwise be paid
out of or into the Domestic Building (HIH) Indemnity
Fund, which was closed in 2015, to be paid out of or
into the Consolidated Fund.
We have heard today people from both sides of the
house speak about market collapse and about what
happened in 2001, and as I said before, I would not
pretend to be an expert on that. I do know, though, that
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action was required. It does not matter what side of the
house you are on or what party you are speaking for, it
was a terrible time for many people and action needed
to be taken, and it was taken.
The question that needs to be answered is: how do we
know that there will not be any other claims made
under the House Contracts Guarantee Act 1987? That is
a fair question. I would say that because both the
housing guarantee scheme and the domestic building
(HIH) indemnity scheme included statutory time limits,
during which a claim could be lodged, if they have not
been lodged now, it is extremely improbable that a
claim could get through and be made against the
scheme. In the case of the Domestic Building (HIH)
Indemnity Fund a building project that commenced on
the last eligible policy date of 1 June 2001 would have
needed to run for at least 7.5 years to still be eligible to
make a claim. In the case of the Housing Guarantee
Fund the building project would have needed to have
run for at least 13 years to be eligible to make a claim,
and all claims that were validly lodged have been fully
resolved. On that basis, the Minister for Finance closed
the Domestic Building (HIH) Indemnity Fund in June
2015.
The House Contracts Guarantee Act 1987, as I said
before, is redundant following the closure of the
Domestic Building (HIH) Indemnity Fund, the
administration of which was its last function. Although
the act previously included important consumer
protection provisions in relation to domestic building,
those provisions have long since been repealed with the
relevant functions taken up by the Domestic Building
Contracts Act 1995, which is current, and the Building
Act 1993.
The House Contracts Guarantee Act 1987 has played a
very important role in the administration of the legacy
compensation schemes, including the house guarantee
scheme, which issued its last guarantee in 1996, and the
Domestic Building (HIH) Indemnity Scheme, which
relates to policies issued before 31 May 2001. All
claims on this fund have been dealt with, with no
further claims to be made, so the repeal of the House
Contracts Guarantee Act 1987 will remove the
legislative requirements placed on the Victorian
Managed Insurance Authority to undertake redundant
auditing and reporting in respect of the run-off of this
scheme. Basically we are just cleaning up some red
tape around policy with this.
The thing about the collapse itself, as the member for
Essendon mentioned, is that we have seen some very
unethical and criminal behaviour, which is still
happening. We need to ensure that a collapse of this
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magnitude does not happen again. Many small
investors, home owners and just average punters were
badly affected by the collapse and it was a time that
people found extremely hard. It is a dream of people in
Australia to get a mortgage, pay it off and own their
own home and it is their worst nightmare when there is
a collapse of this magnitude, with no light at the end of
the tunnel except possibly the train hitting you. The
Bracks government stepped up at the time and did the
right thing.
The government is still implementing certain measures
to protect domestic building consumers. We have
introduced a bill to substantially improve the regulation
of building practitioners and frontend dispute
resolution. We believe that this provides the best
mechanism for improving consumer outcomes in the
short term. Once implemented and actually assessed,
well-informed decisions can then be made about what,
if any, other aspects of consumer protection require
amendment. We could have just introduced legislation
to reform domestic building insurance, but our current
legislative agenda will, I think, substantially improve
upon the regulation of building practitioners and
frontend dispute resolution, and provide a more stable
policy environment for domestic building insurance,
which is certainly required in this sector.
A stable policy environment is important because it will
allow the Victorian Managed Insurance Authority to
invest in improvements to domestic building insurance
to enhance consumer protection and keep the cost of
cover down which, as we all know and people in this
chamber who own houses would know, is very
important. VMIA has already implemented a range of
improvements to its domestic building insurance
product, including a policy enhancement for certificates
issued after 1 July 2015 that allows payment of a claim
where a builder has failed to comply with the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) or a court
order in relation to defective domestic building work. I
think we have all seen on A Current Affair from time to
time that there are dodgy dealers, dodgy builders and
dodgy practitioners out there. There are probably one or
two in every neighbourhood that seem to get away with
it. We have all known one. I think anyone who has had
to use someone in a trade from time to time has come
across one that is potential dodgy, and we need to be
protected against them.
As I said, this bill allows payment of a claim where a
builder has failed to comply with a VCAT or court
order in relation to defective domestic building work.
This enhancement removes the need for a builder to be
legally determined to be insolvent for a claim to be
made by VMIA, which can otherwise potentially take
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years to resolve. In the recent past that has been an
avenue used by dodgy building practitioners to give
people the run-around, so it is good to know that that
provision is in place.
This legislation today follows a fantastic and decisive
budget focused on education, transport, rail and health.
It is just another factor that reinforces to the Victorian
public that this surely is a government that is not just
getting on with it, but is actually getting it done. You
can see that, and I am sure you will be able to see it in
the papers tomorrow — the Herald Sun and the Age.
You will be able to see it on the broadcast news as well.
The leadership and our ministers are doing a fantastic
job, and I would also like to express my appreciation to
everyone involved in this bill. I commend the bill to the
house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr EREN (Minister
for Tourism and Major Events).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

LAND (REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS — METROPOLITAN
LAND) BILL 2016
Second reading
Debate resumed from 13 April; motion of
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water).
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — If there is one thing
for sure, the member for Ivanhoe will not be waiting
half an hour. First of all, I would like to say that if you
would ever like to get rid of your whole party behind
you, just tell them all you have got the man flu.
Everybody just seems to walk away. It works very,
very well.
The Land (Revocation of Reservations — Metropolitan
Land) Bill 2016 is a fairly straightforward bill. I will
put it on the record from the start that the coalition’s
position will be to not oppose the bill in relation to
these three particular parcels of land.
The first one I will talk about is land at Cranbourne.
The bill revokes the reservation of land that is part of
the Cranbourne racing complex. Those in the local area
would know that the Cranbourne racetrack has been a
racetrack for a long period of time, but over the last few
years there has been some major development there.
The locals have seen lights and training facilities go in.
We have got some really good trainers down there.
There are a lot of people coming into the local area. The
Casey council has been a very big advocate of this and
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is now using the racetrack not just as a racing centre but
also as a centre for the community. It is allowing more
people to have more opportunities to hold community
events as well as allowing for commercial gain through
commercial industries using the facility. This includes
awards nights et cetera, which is a positive for that area.
We have the pleasure of having Tricodes Day down
there as well. For those who have not been, it is a
fantastic day where you can go and bet on the dogs, the
horses and the trots all in one day. It is a good
opportunity to go down there and have a bit of fun.
Obviously you have to bet responsibly — I had better
put that in there with a little hashtag after it. You have
to be very, very cautious with your gambling, but it is a
good day. There is a race about every 7 minutes so
there is plenty to do. It keeps the kids active and gives
them something to watch. It is a fantastic family day
down there.
I will say on the record that local councillors Amanda
Stapledon, Sam Aziz, Gary Rowe and Wayne Smith
have all had a positive influence. We thank them very
much for that.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr BATTIN — No, the member for Ferntree Gully
walked fast for a second; it did not last very long.
We want to support those councillors who have worked
quite effectively over the past few years to see the
facility change to what it is today. This reflects the
recreational purposes of that particular facility in the
area and the Cranbourne Racing Complex and
Surrounds Investment and Development Plan. This is a
long-term plan; it is not something that is just about
short-term gain. It is a long-term plan for a community
that is growing. We have all seen the growth at
Cranbourne. It is not far from the Cranbourne botanical
gardens, which are absolutely stunning. We have seen
families move into the area, and it is very important that
they have facilities to accommodate that growth.
The second part is in relation to land in the Springvale
area. The bill revokes a permanent reservation over a
small part of the Adass Israel Cemetery and the
adjoining Springvale shooting range. The building
encroaches onto the cemetery land. It is a longstanding
inadvertent encroachment that is taking up part of the
land. To put it in a very simple form, I think I would be
correct in saying that it is not a change in infrastructure
and it is not a change of anything other than a line on a
map. It is basically to ensure that the change goes
through.
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All parties, from what we understand, are pretty happy
with the change. The Sporting Shooters Association of
Australia and the shooters down there wanted to make
sure that they had the opportunity to purchase that land,
and the Israel cemetery knows that that land will not be
coming back to it so it wants to make sure that it is all
legally put in place. The department has advised that
the coalition had provided a grant in the past for this
transaction, and the bill obviously gives an opportunity
for that to move forward. It is something that is pretty
important.
Mr Edbrooke interjected.
Mr BATTIN — I thank the member for Frankston.
The third part of the bill is in relation to land in Fitzroy.
This revokes the permanent reservation over a part of
the old Fitzroy gasworks site on the corner of Queens
Parade and George Street to allow for future
development on the site. The Department of Treasury
and Finance, the City of Yarra and Places Victoria are
looking at opportunities for residential and mixed-use
developments.
This is probably the only one that we have raised some
issues in relation to. It is an area that previously was
going to be used for the east–west link. Obviously the
government of the day, which in opposition originally
supported the east–west link but changed its mind
coming up towards the election and said it was going to
tear up contracts, has spent $1.1 billion on getting rid of
a contract for a road which is much needed for
Victoria’s future and productivity.
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has been asbestos in schools — and you will find
products or contaminants in the ground that can affect
someone in the long term in the future but you will not
know about it at the particular time. We are just saying,
‘Tread with caution’.
We are not going to oppose this; we are not going to
oppose the revocation of the land reservation. What we
are saying is that as it goes through the process the
government needs to ensure the practices are in place
and the testing is done to ensure that if there is going to
be a mixed-use development on that site it can assure
the new residents or the new people using that land that
it is safe not just now but for the long term. I think that
is probably one of the most important things in relation
to that land — to make sure there is transparency about
what the tests show on what is in the ground — so that
Victorians understand or people who are looking at
purchasing can see in the contract and in the section 32
statements what was within that soil and within the site
prior to actually purchasing it and so they can
understand the history of it as a gasworks.
Obviously town gas was manufactured at the time, and
we have dates here from 1861 to 1927. You can
imagine that occupational health and safety standards in
1861 were a lot different from what they are today.
There have been many changes around safety and the
way things are disposed of. There have been many
changes in the way we handle and deal with chemicals.
You can go back through all of our mining practices
and see the changes we have had in mining even in
relation to extracting materials from the ground and
using chemicals. Back in the old days they used to put
even magnesium just straight back into the soil. That is
something that obviously we would not see today. But
if we are going to be using a site that we know has had
these contaminants in the past, we need to make sure
that people have access to that information.

At the time when the discussion was happening around
the east–west link we note the member for Richmond
was commenting quite loudly on this — because
obviously it is an area that concerns him and his
electorate — and he was talking about contamination
issues on this particular site. I do not believe these
contamination issues have gone away overnight, and I
think the department needs to ensure and the
government needs to make sure that when they are
going through this process of changing this over and
revoking the permanent reservation on the site they
have tests et cetera undertaken to make sure that that
soil and the groundwater there will not create safety
issues not just now but into the future.

Environment Protection Authority Victoria, we
understand, has issued a clean-up notice on this site.
Again, I think it would be very important for the
government to release exactly what that clean-up
process is, how it is going to be enacted and what the
full outcome of it is, and then to see what testing will be
done pre and post that clean-up to make sure that
people in the Victorian community are safe when they
are looking at that land.

We have seen too many times when there has been talk
about chemicals et cetera in the ground and you do not
hear some of the results for many, many years.
Sometimes you will see facilities that are used, whether
government or private, where there is contamination in
the soil. It can be a school, it can be anything, and there

As I said, I will be making a very short contribution
today — man flu gets me every time. I want to put on
the record that we are not opposed to this, because
those three particular sites I think — particularly two of
them — will be beneficial to the community. On the
Cranbourne one, we are looking forward to that going
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through now. We want to make sure that the facility
down there in Cranbourne will be something that will
be available not just for today — I note the member for
Cranbourne is here — but for the future. I do not mind
going down there for a punt. When we look at the
night-time races — —
Mr Perera interjected.
Mr BATTIN — Is that an indication that I am
welcome down there? There you go; I am welcome
down there. The member must have seen my Sportsbet
account. But I would love to come down there again.
As I said, we support those two sites particularly, but
we just wanted to raise our reservations about Fitzroy.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — I am pleased to
follow the contribution of the opposition lead speaker,
the member for Gembrook. Can I just say that the Land
(Revocation of Reservations — Metropolitan Land)
Bill 2016 is one that I am pleased to make a
contribution on. It is important to just touch on a couple
of key aspects before I perhaps launch into some detail,
particularly the aspects relating to cemetery trusts.
Can I say firstly that of course the bill does revoke
permanent reservations over three areas of Crown land,
particularly to remove, as the previous speaker said, the
existing permanent reservation over part of the
Cranbourne Racecourse and replace it with a temporary
reservation for the purposes of a racecourse and public
recreation; to provide greater flexibility; and of course
to develop the site in accordance with the Cranbourne
Racing Complex and Surrounds Investment and
Development Plan, which I know my colleague the
member for Cranbourne will be sure to make a
contribution on as he has been a great supporter of the
work that has been done out there over many years.
This bill also proposes to remove the existing redundant
permanent reservation over part of the old Fitzroy
gasworks site between Alexandra Parade and Queens
Parade to facilitate the further use and development of
that site in Fitzroy. It also removes the existing
permanent reservation over one site, a site that I would
like to come back to, and re-reserves the land
temporarily to continue its status as a public cemetery
to facilitate sale of the land while providing appropriate
interim management arrangements. That revocation in
Springvale is supported by the Adass Israel Cemetery
Trust, the Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust and
the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia.
I want to speak on a couple of points about the
Springvale project in relation to the bill. In particular I
want to pick up on the key purpose of the bill, which is
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to revoke the permanent reservations over the three
Crown land sites in metropolitan Melbourne to
facilitate the future use and development of the land at
Cranbourne and Fitzroy, and the sale of the land at
Springvale. A reservation over Crown land sets it aside
for a particular public use, such as for educational or
recreational purposes. A temporary reservation may be
revoked through an administrative process or an order
in council, and of course a permanent Crown land
reservation may only be revoked by or in accordance
with an act of Parliament.
I want to comment now on the work that is being done
to provide an opportunity at the cemetery land. The
Premier in an earlier incarnation was our Parliamentary
Secretary for Health in the Bracks government, and I
had the pleasure of working as a senior adviser to the
former Minister for Health, the Honourable Bronwyn
Pike. A review of the Cemeteries and Crematoria Act
2003 was led by the then Parliamentary Secretary for
Health and now Premier. I had the pleasure of working
with him on that project, which reshaped the
governance arrangements and accountability processes
at cemetery trusts in metropolitan Melbourne in
particular.
That work led to many changes being made and
provided for greater accountability for the
multimillion-dollar cemetery trust industry in Victoria.
It provided for greater accountability in the levels of
governance in our cemetery trusts, and it has set the
standard, as we have done across a range of governance
measures, to ensure that the very significant
management of cemetery trusts in Victoria has robust
accountability and transparency mechanisms delivered
through Parliament.
That was work the now Premier led and delivered
through this Parliament in the mid-2000s. I was pleased
to have had some involvement with him on that work
and to understand the great importance that people in
the community place on making sure our cemetery
trusts are accountable. The work they do is important.
The many volunteers across regional Victoria who
serve on cemetery trusts also work to maintain those
properties and the historical records that service them.
But in metropolitan Melbourne there is a
multimillion-dollar industry around those cemetery
trusts. It is important that they manage public moneys
but also manage sites and plots that people have
invested in, sometimes many years earlier, and make
sure that public land is managed, zoned, planned and
protected for the ongoing viability and maintenance of
public cemeteries in Victoria. That is very important
work and they are very important stakeholders.
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In discussing how some of that work will be dealt with
under this bill, I turn now to the status of the Springvale
shooting range. The shooting range is predominantly
located on Crown allotment 2254, which is temporarily
reserved for cemetery purposes and managed by the
Southern Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust, one of the
largest cemetery trusts in metropolitan Melbourne. The
member for Mulgrave — the Premier — in his role as
the local member has had much to do with issues to do
with and advocacy on behalf of the Southern
Metropolitan Cemeteries Trust.
The Sporting Shooters Association of Australia
(SSAA) has also occupied that land under a lease since
1977. Why is that encroaching building on Crown land
not being removed or demolished? Well, that
encroachment comprises a corner of the main building,
which was constructed back in 1977, and the
encroachment is considered minor in nature. Further,
the encroachment does not affect the operation of the
Adass Israel Cemetery Trust, which is supportive of the
legislation before the house, nor is the land impacted by
the encroachment suitable for burial purposes.
The small encroachment is to be incorporated into the
land already occupied by the SSAA to reflect the
existing occupation and management of that land. It
would be impractical to remove the encroachment as
this would require the demolition of part of the eastern
wall of the Springvale shooting range, which would not
be a satisfactory outcome.
I hear members of the chamber ask: will the land be
sold to the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia?
It is important to clarify this matter because this
legislation does have the support of the Sporting
Shooters Association of Australia. The SSAA has
received a grant of up to $1 million from Sport and
Recreation Victoria to upgrade its facilities at
Springvale or purchase the land. The grant is only
available until 31 December 2017. Further negotiation
will be required for any sale of the land to the SSAA.
Sale of Crown land of course is managed by the
Department of Treasury and Finance in accordance
with the provisions of the Land Act 1958 and must be
at a current market value determined by the
valuer-general Victoria. Many members of Parliament
will have gone through these processes in managing
community expectations in relation to those issues.
Can I say on top of the concerns that have been
addressed that the Adass Israel Cemetery Trust supports
the legislative changes, and the Sporting Shooters
Association of Australia also supports legislation as it
stands before the house today.
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There are a couple of other matters. In particular there
has been some speculation on the future use and
development of the old Fitzroy gasworks site, and I am
sure other speakers will speak on this in greater detail.
They have much more experience than I do in relation
to those matters.
The Greens will not be particularly interested in
retaining open public space, and I note that its members
are not in the chamber at this time. It is incumbent on
me to point out that a briefing on this legislation was
offered to members of the Greens party, but we have
not been able to make contact with them in relation to
that briefing. I know that several calls and attempts at
communication have been made. I just want to place on
record that the Greens have not taken up the offer of a
briefing on the Land (Revocation of Reservations —
Metropolitan Land) Bill 2016, but that offer still stands
at this time to provide a briefing if one is required by
the Greens party. The Minister for Environment,
Climate Change and Water and her staff stand ready to
provide that opportunity to the Greens party if it
chooses to take that offer up.
There are some significant issues in this bill that require
transparent debate and discussion. We have ensured
that there is strong community support from the key
stakeholders in relation to what is being proposed in
this legislation, which gives us great confidence that the
bill deserves the support of the house. We do maintain
that there is an opportunity to brief the Greens party if
its members would like to take up that offer to get
across the details of this legislation, which I commend
to the house.
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I am very
pleased to contribute to the debate on the Land
(Revocation of Reservations — Metropolitan Land)
Bill 2016. I am always interested when any land bills
come before the house, noting the history of Victoria
and the great national parks, state parks and reserves
that we have in this state and the vision of those that
have gone before us to set aside those tracts of land,
whether they be at Wilsons Promontory, Mount
Buffalo, the You Yangs, Hanging Rock, the reserves of
coastal land along the Great Ocean Road or other
coastal parks around Victoria. In recent years there has
also been the establishment of marine parks that have
set aside tracts of land which have limited the access to
and use of that land to better conserve and reserve those
precincts for posterity. Sometimes there are contests in
relation to the use of land.
In Melbourne at the moment we are going through a
remarkable phase where our population is projected to
double within a comparatively short period of time. If
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we look at the history of Victoria, we see that our
population increased rapidly post the gold rush. When
Charles La Trobe, the superintendent, landed in
Victoria in 1839 there were some 3000 people within
the Port Phillip District, and when he left in 1854 it was
over 300 000 or so, a hundredfold increase in the size of
the colony. There is comparable clamouring today in
the demands for infrastructure, public facilities and
public services, and that remains an ongoing issue.
In relation to the bill before the house, I would like to
address the immediate matters in relation to
Cranbourne. There is a revocation of a reservation of
part of the Cranbourne racing complex in order to
replace it with a temporary reservation for racecourse
and recreational purposes. The recreational purposes
are to be saluted.
In Fitzroy there is a revocation of the permanent
reservation over part of the old Fitzroy gasworks site on
the corner of Queens Parade and George Street to allow
for the future development of the site. The Department
of Treasury and Finance, the City of Yarra and Places
Victoria are looking at options for residential and
mixed-use development. Town gas was manufactured
on the site from coal between 1861 and 1927. There is a
contamination issue on site, and the City of Yarra has a
report that contemplates remediation and the ability to
turn the site into a major sports complex, which could
cost within the vicinity of $30 million to $35 million.
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multiple athletic records had been set and where Ron
Clarke had set world records. To take it away from the
people and dedicate it to a football club I think is
unusual. Numbers of Athletics Victoria officials and
competitors have raised this matter through my office
on a recurrent basis. I look forward to that matter being
more clearly understood — that is, as to why Olympic
Park, which was a bequest to the people of Victoria
following the Melbourne Olympics and was the
headquarters of Athletics Victoria, was transferred to an
AFL club with the result that generations of schoolboys
and schoolgirls through state athletic competitions have
been precluded from being able to play there in the
future.
There has also been the loss of the land between
Richmond and Flinders Street, and the gaining of some
land with the release of some of the railway yard
workshops. Between Punt Road, Rod Laver Arena and
Hisense Arena there has been a net loss of publicly
accessible playing space in that area.

In relation to the Springvale land, there is a revocation
of a permanent reservation over a small part of the
Adass Israel Cemetery. The adjoining Springvale
shooting range building encroaches onto the cemetery
land. This is a longstanding and inadvertent
encroachment. It would be interesting to know the
history of the surveyor that surveyed the building works
there and to read the subsequent chain of
correspondence resulting from that encroachment.
There are examples where survey plans have been in
error in a number of locations. I have got a number of
constituents who have been working with the titles
office to redress a faulty survey plan that I am advised
has led to the misalignment of boundaries within the
Sandringham electorate.

As Melbourne grows I think it is important that there is
a sense of vision and purpose as we plan for the future
and seek to set aside massive tracts of land so that in the
Melbourne that we have enjoyed, whether we have
grown up in Mordialloc or Broadmeadows, there is still
that access to space and land for the people of Victoria
and future generations. There is the La Trobe vision.
La Trobe had visited the great cities of the world. His
uncle had helped design the White House and Capitol
Hill buildings. There was a sense of space and
outdoors. Royal Park was a precinct that he helped
survey before he left Melbourne in 1854 — a beautiful
area of land. There is the inner ring of parks of
Melbourne, which includes Treasury Gardens, Royal
Botanic Gardens Victoria, Kings Domain and the
Flagstaff Gardens, which the early people of Melbourne
had the vision and fortitude to set aside. Then there is
an outer ring of parks. We go from Albert Park to
Fawkner Park to Studley Park across to Princes Park,
which are wonderful recreation reserves. Then you can
go out further to the south and south-east of
Melbourne — to Central Park and Dendy Park, which
are areas of land that people are able enjoy into the
future.

In commenting more widely on the issue of public land,
we have the example in Melbourne of the Olympic
Park area, with the athletics purposes of Olympic Park
having been transferred to the old South Melbourne
football ground area. I have placed on the record my
aspiration to see a royal commission into how the
Collingwood Football Club gained its exclusive use
over the tract of land around Olympic Park, which
displaced amateur athletics from a setting where

One of the great challenges for this house into the
future is how we deal with land in the middle ring of
Melbourne. The Beaumaris Football Club, in my
electorate, has 30 junior teams but nowhere to play. The
Sandringham Netball Association has more teams than
it can accommodate on the courts that are available.
This was even before our population had doubled from
the figure recorded in the year 2000. There needs to be
keen endeavour to ensure that in the south of
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Melbourne the municipalities of Stonnington, Glen
Eira, Bayside and Kingston have access to tracts of land
so that under-14 and under-16 teams have somewhere
to play and so that there will not be the lament
mentioned in a song by Cat Stevens, which might be
familiar to people in the chamber. In the 1970s he
posed the question, ‘Where will the children play?’.
The way Melbourne is heading, without adequate
foresight and vision to provide additional space, there
will be nowhere for children to play.
As we look at land revocations and Crown land, in my
electorate there is a gas and fuel site on the Nepean
Highway. I am on the record here as saying that it could
be converted to anything from wetlands to a site for a
new Sandringham Hospital. There are funding
dynamics that have occurred in relation to that. The
state needs to spend its resources wisely so that it can
balance its books and provide the hospitals, the schools,
the welfare services and the policing services that will
look after the community into the future, but this should
not be to the detriment of open space.
I commend the vision of CSIRO planners in relation to
the CSIRO land in Highett. They set up their facilities
on a site near public transport networks. That site is
9 hectares. One thing that the federal member for
Goldstein did prior to the last election was to set aside
4 hectares of that 9-hectare site as public open space for
conservation values, passive recreational space and
active recreational space so that there will be a legacy.
One of the greatest things that we can do as a legislature
into the future as we plan here is to ensure that there is
the provision of vast tracts of urban land in the middle
and outer rings of Melbourne so that the outdoor and
sporting lifestyle that young Victorians have had in the
past 50 years is possible over the next 100 years.
Mr WYNNE (Minister for Planning) — I rise today
to make a contribution on the Land (Revocation of
Reservations — Metropolitan Land) Bill 2016. In
particular I want to talk about the Fitzroy gasworks
land, which forms part of this bill. The land at Fitzroy
comprises part of the old Fitzroy gasworks precinct,
which is located on Smith Street and Alexandra Parade
in Fitzroy. It is a very, very significant parcel of land
that has laid fallow for many years because of some
significant issues that attach to the land, which I will go
through shortly. This bill revokes the existing
permanent control of this land to enable permanent
reservations to be replaced with a temporary
reservation.
The City of Yarra will be appointed by the minister as a
committee of management for the land under the
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978. Moving from a
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permanent reservation to a temporary reservation of this
site will facilitate future land use and development
decisions relating to the old Fitzroy gasworks precinct
made in accordance with — and this is quite
important — the North Fitzroy gasworks precinct urban
design framework, which was adopted by the City of
Yarra way back, I think, in 2008, so it has been around
for a very long time with really big ambitions by
successive councils to have this land redeveloped for
the public good. I am pleased to report that we have
been working on this for a number of years.
The big issue with this site of course has been
contamination. Along with the Highett gasworks site
that the previous speaker spoke of, this is one of the
most contaminated sites in Melbourne. It is subject to
an Environment Protection Agency clean-up order, and
the cost of the clean-up of this site could potentially be
up to $50 million. It has a very significant cost impost
on it. But I think with emerging technologies there is an
opportunity to have that potential cost decreased
significantly.
What is really exciting from my point of view is that
Places Victoria, which has as part of its remit on behalf
of the state to look at many of these complex and
difficult state-owned sites to see what opportunity there
is for their development, has taken up the challenge of
looking at the gasworks site on behalf of the broader
community. I am delighted that it is doing so. It is
looking at the question of contamination at the moment,
but more importantly it is looking to develop a business
case to put to government so we can look towards
cleaning up the site and potentially incorporating a four
to six-court basketball facility for the area. It is critically
needed. We are desperately in need of basketball
facilities. I think they are now called highball facilities;
that is the new designation for them, which includes
basketball and netball.
There is potential to have those facilities there, as well
as a significant residential housing development and
some commercial development, but this is going to
depend upon a couple of things. The first is that one of
the significant users, the City of Yarra municipal depot,
would have to be moved to an alternative site. There
have been very good negotiations between Places
Victoria and the City of Yarra for an alternative site for
the depot in Burnley. The request of the City of Yarra is
that it be moved and re-established, obviously at no cost
to the City of Yarra, so that that land will then be
released for development as well. That would be a
terrific outcome.
The second requirement is that the City of Yarra
transfer responsibility for the planning of the site to me
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as the Minister for Planning, so that I would become the
responsible authority for the entire complex. I am
delighted to say that at a recent council meeting the
City of Yarra unanimously agreed to that course of
action, subject to the business case being finalised by
Places Victoria and obviously ticked off by Treasury.
This is a very significant project. It would be one of the
biggest projects that Places Victoria has undertaken.
The complexity of the matter really relates to the
contamination and how those issues can be addressed
so that we can then move forward in a measured way to
redevelop the site, which I think is potentially one of
the most exciting redevelopment sites in Melbourne. It
is a unique opportunity for Places Victoria to really
again show its enormous capacity and expertise to deal
with sites that are tricky and complex but also offer
wonderful opportunities, particularly for public realm
outcomes. As you know, Acting Speaker McGuire, this
is always one of my ambitions when we enter into these
projects, particularly on state government-owned land.
In that context I just want to point to the importance of
the council’s urban design framework, which will
inform the development of the master planning for this
area. Obviously there is intense interest from my
community in this redevelopment and a real hunger to
actually get this project underway. From the point of
view of needing to offer back to the community
tangible gains, what a beautiful thing it would be if we
had a regional basketball facility there. That would be a
fantastic outcome. There are also opportunities, with
my other policy interests, for affordable housing. There
will be opportunities there for affordable housing as
well as for social housing and obviously private sector
housing. It is a magnificent site at Smith Street and
Alexandra Parade. You are not going to get a better site
in Melbourne for redevelopment. That business case is
being worked up. It will go before Treasury. I would
become the responsible authority for the site. It is a
fantastic way forward for my area.
There are a couple of final things I want to indicate.
There is some significant heritage on the site. The first
is really interesting. It was a site for the Porter
prefabricated iron store. This is a freestanding shed with
a cast and wrought iron frame bolted together and clad
with heavy-gauge corrugated iron. This building is of
historical and indeed technical significance as a rare
example of the prefabricated buildings imported into
Victoria during the gold rush. It is amazing. It is an
intact building which is there from the gold rush. The
building is situated on the land subject to this bill. It is a
fantastic thing that we will be able to protect this very
important heritage building that reaches back to our
gold rush days.
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The second is the former Fitzroy gas valve house. The
building is a small red brick building situated on the
corner of Alexandra Parade and George Street. It is of
local historical significance, and obviously it will need
to be protected in the redevelopment.
The third is an important women’s mural. The women’s
150 mural was painted in 1985 as part of Victoria’s
150th anniversary. If you drive up Smith Street, it is on
the left-hand side just before you get to Queens Parade.
It is a very significant mural. Whilst the mural is not
situated on land subject to this bill, it is situated on
Smith Street, as I indicated. The mural was recently,
unfortunately, severely vandalised.
Mr Nardella — Shameful.
Mr WYNNE — Yes, very, very shameful, and the
future of the mural, including its restoration, will be
considered as part of the redevelopment of the site. It is
actually on panels, and those panels can be taken off.
Hopefully we will be able to get it restored, because it
is a great tragedy that someone would come along and
desecrate what has been an important part of the
celebration of the contribution of women in my
community for Victoria’s 150th anniversary. It is a very
sad situation, but hopefully we will be able to get it
restored.
This is an incredibly exciting project for my area. I have
been working on the gas and fuel site for, frankly, more
than a decade, and to see this now move to the next
step — to see Places Victoria really taking up the
cudgels here; a great challenge for the area — what a
magnificent public realm outcome we are going to get
out of this with a redevelopment of and a clean-up of
this site. There will be a major regional basketball
facility, potentially social housing and some public
housing, some private sector housing and some
commercial development there. It is a beautiful
outcome for my area.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — It is a great honour
to follow the member for Richmond and Minister for
Planning. As the Minister for Planning outlined, this is
an important piece of legislation not only for the
minister’s electorate but also for the broader
community. It would seem almost counterintuitive for
me to say this, but I am eternally grateful that the site is
heavily contaminated, because if the site were not
heavily contaminated, it would have been flogged off
by Alan Stockdale with the privatisation of the Gas and
Fuel Corporation in the 1990s, and we would have
ended up with a substandard, woeful, shabby product as
a consequence.
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Instead, because of the fact that the site was heavily
contaminated Stockers realised he could not get a buck
for it, so he kept it in the ownership of the state. As a
consequence of the fact that we have had a rapid
appreciation in terms of property values since the
mid-1990s, coupled with an increase in terms of the
technology and of clean-ups, we now have the perfect
confluence of events whereby the asset has increased
significantly and the cost to rehabilitate it has
dropped — I would hazard a guess — significantly, and
we are therefore presented with a wonderful
opportunity to develop this great site.
As a consequence of being patient and waiting, and
under the stewardship of the Minister for Planning, we
are going to end up with a much better outcome. You
will see a greater focus in relation to public open space.
I think it is wonderful that potentially we will see social
housing going on to that site, because the reality is that
most of the new economy jobs that are going to be well
paid and that are going to provide a degree of certainty
and security are going to exist within inner Melbourne.
From a public policy sense you cannot have a situation
where just because you are poor, just because your
parents did not finish high school or did not get a
chance to go to university or just because you work in a
key worker role and therefore do not earn six figures,
you are condemned to live on the urban fringes of
Melbourne — the ever-expanding urban fringes of
Melbourne — and are denied the opportunity to
participate in those jobs.
Social housing close to where these jobs and the jobs of
the future are going to be is vital, because you are
basically ensuring that people from more modest, more
humble backgrounds and people who are from an
impoverished background have got close access to be
able to participate in those jobs. If they are able to get a
decent education and if there is an opportunity for them
to be close to work in those jobs, then we should
increase the opportunities by making sure that those
people have the opportunity to get out of poverty and
climb the social ladder.
It is interesting that this bill is talking about land,
because I think it would be fair to say that the reality is
that the single greatest asset owned by the state of
Victoria would be land, and most of it is historic. But
the interesting thing to note is that we actually do not
know what we own — not really. There is no in situ
asset register that exists, and we do not really know its
value. Of course in the budget papers you can have a bit
of a guess in terms of the assets and you have the
financial report that is produced on an annual basis,
which the Auditor-General ticks off, but we are not
exactly sure — to a dollar amount — what we actually
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own. That is important to note. Dag Detter and Stefan
Fölster in their book The Public Wealth of Nations —
How Management of Public Assets Can Boost or Bust
Economic Growth talk about what you can do in terms
of improving the way in which those public assets are
managed and how you can look at trying to increase the
return that those assets provide the government and
hence the taxpayer.
If you look at it from this point of view, I think that the
rough valuation of land owned by the state would be
maybe $130 billion or it might be $145 billion — it is
in that range in terms of the value. If you look at
increasing the return by 1 per cent per annum on what
currently exists, that is $1.3 billion to $1.5 billion that
could be added to the bottom line. In the context of
about a $53 billion budget this year, I think, that is not
an insignificant amount. So land is incredibly
important. When we look at a bill like this it is about
recognising the fact that we have got these assets that
we own and we are trying to identify the way in which
we can put them to the highest possible use.
Coming back to the old gasworks site, I think there is a
wonderful opportunity not only to increase the yield of
that asset but also to look at the social dividend that will
flow from that by ensuring that there is a bit of public
open space, that you do have social housing and that
you also have private housing. What you do not want to
create is just one class or one cohort of people living in
a concentrated pocket. It is infinitely better to try to
have a salt and pepper approach, where you have
people from many walks of life who participate in the
economy in different ways and who have different
experiences living together, because it creates a much
more coherent and robust community and infinitely
better social outcomes.
The bill also addresses the Cranbourne racing complex
by trying to improve the way in which that facility runs
and operates. Those racing clubs in Melbourne are
incredibly important assets. The Victoria Racing Club
is right on the boundary of my electorate and the
Moonee Valley Racing Club is inside the boundary of
my electorate. They are great assets, and it was a case
of our forebears having the foresight to set aside large
parcels of land for that level of recreation. Over the
course of time, of course, there is a need to make sure
that those assets reflect current community interests, but
the fact that the bill is now addressing how best to use
the Cranbourne racing complex is important. I note the
member for Gembrook in his contribution talked about
the fact that potentially the trots, the races and the dogs
can be on either simultaneously or over the length of a
day, which is good. I think that is where the market is
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going in terms of what people want and what they
would like to experience.
It is an important piece of legislation. It recognises that
land is one of the great assets that we have as a state,
that we need to use that asset more effectively and try to
find ways in which we can decide whether we need to
keep these assets or whether we should divest them. If
we do decide to divest those assets, what is the highest
purpose? What is the best social outcome that we can
put those assets to? I think that the Minister for
Planning and member for Richmond in his contribution
gave a thorough and comprehensive overview in terms
of his vision for that site and of what he would like to
see.
It is important that we take councils along on the
journey with us because then we have some
contestability in the process of identifying best use.
That is a good thing. You want to have Places Victoria,
for example, involved and engaged and the boffins in
Places Victoria engaging with the boffins in council
and saying, ‘What do you think? What are your
thoughts?’. When you have got contestability and you
have got the great battle of ideas, it does not matter at
what level it occurs, because you always end up with a
much better outcome. In terms of the Minister for
Planning’s contribution, while he will be the
responsible authority, the fact that he is prepared to
work closely with the City of Yarra is really important.
Clearly the community will engage and outline its
thoughts so there will be a robust and rigorous
discussion about the highest possible use and the best
possible use.
Again I come back to my earlier comments, that this is
only happening under a Labor government. It is only
happening because of the fact this land was
contaminated. If former Treasurer Alan Stockdale had
thought for one moment that he could have got a dollar
out of this site, he would have flogged it off to his
mates at the first opportunity back in the 1990s. We are
fortunate that that has not been allowed to happen. As a
consequence we will end up with a much better public
policy outcome, and the people of Fitzroy and the
electors of Richmond will be very grateful indeed. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) — I rise to speak on the
Land (Revocation of Reservations — Metropolitan
Land) Bill 2016. It gives me great pleasure to join the
debate on this bill. Crown land, parks, wetlands and
reserves are an important part of Victoria and of
Victorian life in the garden state. I will start with the
purpose of the bill and continue with the benefits to the
Cranbourne area as a result of this legislative change.
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The purpose of this bill is to revoke permanent
reservations over three Crown land sites in metropolitan
Melbourne: in Cranbourne, part of the Cranbourne
racing complex; in Fitzroy, part of the Fitzroy gasworks
precinct; and in Springvale, part of an access track to
the Adass Israel Public Cemetery. Revoking the
permanent reservations will facilitate the future use and
development of the land in Cranbourne and Fitzroy and
it will facilitate the sale of the land in Springvale.
Revoking the permanent reservation will enable the
Cranbourne racing complex plan and deliver
much-needed facilities in our local area that will
certainly drive tourism and create jobs in the local area.
This plan can be referred to as the grand vision for the
Cranbourne racing complex. This plan has been on the
table for a number of years.
I wish to speak about this wonderful facility that is
located in the heart of my electorate, the Cranbourne
racing complex. The land at Cranbourne comprises part
of the Cranbourne racing centre. The land is contained
within Crown allotment 21H in the parish of
Cranbourne and it is approximately 44.68 hectares in
area. The land includes the racetrack, adjoining stands
and other facilities. This bill revokes the existing
permanent reservation and replaces it with a new
temporary reservation for the purposes of a racecourse
and public recreation.
The Cranbourne racing complex is Cranbourne’s
largest employer. These are exciting times for
Cranbourne’s largest employer, as the Cranbourne
racing precinct has enormous scope to become one of
Australia’s leading sporting and entertainment
precincts. I have had the opportunity of meeting with
the chief executive of the Cranbourne Turf Club, Neal
Bainbridge, a young man with such energy and
enthusiasm who works tirelessly in making our local
area the place to be.
This venue is already the country’s busiest racing
centre, conducting about 100 race meetings annually.
This is the only racetrack that has the race meets of all
the three codes — thoroughbred, harness and
greyhound — on the same day at the same track. It is
also home to the country’s largest thoroughbred
training centre and to Victoria’s only dedicated harness
industry training facility. About 700 horses are trained
daily at the training centre. The precinct is located in
the heart of the growing Cranbourne community and is
recognised as one of the key iconic destinations in
Cranbourne and the wider Casey region. Importantly,
the precinct is well positioned to deliver outstanding
opportunities for future growth and employment in
Cranbourne and to make a significant economic impact
on the local region.
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Mr Bainbridge, in conjunction with many other
stakeholders, has put together an exciting precinct
master plan. The precinct master plan identifies a
number of strategic opportunities that would provide
racing with a viable and sustainable model, whilst
delivering a truly exciting entertainment complex for
the community in Cranbourne. The employment levels
at the Cranbourne racing precinct continue to grow as
the business needs continue to evolve and expand. As I
mentioned earlier, the Cranbourne racing complex is
Cranbourne’s racing employer.
There are some great initiatives in the precinct master
plan that actually can be delivered. The plan identifies
the need to strongly consider the development of an
affordable accommodation centre to house the young
participants who are starting out in the workforce
within the precinct. The key use of the facility would be
for those future jockeys and track riders who have
commenced their pursuit of a career in racing but
perhaps are not yet in a financial position to invest in
local Cranbourne real estate due to cost pressures. The
low-cost housing development would provide further
encouragement for people less fortunate to again be
active in seeking employment opportunities and would
open many new career pathways within the racing
industry. This is an outstanding initiative to say the
least.
Also we are seeing that there has been strong private
sector interest in developing a 4.5-star hotel on the site.
This will be very helpful to the tourists who visit Phillip
Island on race days. This of course will not only give
guests accommodation opportunities when visiting but
also will dearly support more employment
opportunities in the local area.
Plans have been prepared in consultation with a private
developer to create a strong education element in a
veterinary hospital. This vet hospital will provide
invaluable opportunities for aspiring students of equine
studies. Importantly the establishment of a
purpose-built educational facility would greatly
enhance the career path opportunities for the youth of
Cranbourne and Casey, creating more jobs in the local
area.
The development of a proposed exhibition and
conference centre will boost the local economy. The
development is directly linked to the grandstand
development and increases the venue’s capacity with a
new 1200-seat function centre and the ability to hold
large-scale expos and conferences at the site. This
would be a great asset to our local area, as we simply
have not got the venues to support a large-scale expo or
conference.
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The development of an equestrian centre would provide
the perfect partnership for the new centre of excellence
in Cranbourne. The equestrian centre would be used for
equestrian and pony clubs to help promote equine
activities in Cranbourne and build an important bridge
between pony clubs and the racing industry.
The Cranbourne racing precinct is the largest
open-space area in the Cranbourne township. The
precinct provides a large amount of recreational area for
the Cranbourne community. It has the potential to be
developed into a wonderful central park that would
provide a wide variety of walking trails throughout the
precinct whilst maintaining and enhancing the valuable
native vegetation and ecological corridors across the
precinct. Overall this exciting precinct master plan will
create 1232 jobs during construction and 463 new
ongoing jobs, increasing industry employment to 1650.
The future is bright for our local area, and I am proud to
represent that area in this Parliament during these
exciting times. This piece of legislation is the first step
towards achieving the grand vision for the local area
and for the Cranbourne racing precinct. I wish the bill a
speedy passage.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — It is a
pleasure to speak on this bill because what we do in the
planning area is very important for Melbourne’s future
and indeed all of Victoria’s future. I would just like to
comment that the purpose of this bill is to revoke
permanent reservations over three Crown land sites in
metropolitan Melbourne: in Cranbourne, part of the
Cranbourne racing complex; in Fitzroy, part of the old
Fitzroy gasworks precinct; and in Springvale, part of an
access track to the Adass Israel Public Cemetery.
Revoking the permanent reservations will enable and
facilitate the future use and development of the land in
Cranbourne and Fitzroy and the sale of the land in
Springvale.
As I said at the outset, it is very important that
Melbourne maintain its credibility in the planning area.
We know that we have inherited, and indeed we are
blessed with, green wedges that have been put in place
by previous governments. Indeed standing up at
Government House, you look down over Melbourne
and see that Hoddle grid, and you think what foresight
our initial planners had when they made sure not only
Melbourne was a well-planned city with its streets,
houses and commercial buildings but also that they had
a real eye for making sure that Melbourne was going to
have beautiful public parks that were very accessible to
most people. This is indeed the inheritance of this.
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Sometimes it has lost its way with various planning
ministers, and we will not go there with some names,
but Mr Maclellan comes to mind, and the now
opposition leader jumps into my head quite readily
when I see the number of apartment buildings that have
been approved at sky-high heights without any
livability factored in. But we have had good planning
ministers in the past who have taken on the important
role of making sure that Melbourne is indeed the
world’s most livable city, and we know this is
important. As I said, we have inherited this, but we
have got to make sure that in going forward we
guarantee a quality of life for future generations, so that
they too will be able to live in the world’s most livable
city.
As I said, the purpose of this bill is to deal with three
packages of land, one in Cranbourne, one in Fitzroy and
one in Springvale. I will speak for a moment on the
Cranbourne Racecourse land, because it is an area of
land that I know well. If you go to Cranbourne, you will
see the racing club as it is almost in the centre of town,
and I think that is a really lovely feature of
Cranbourne — that the community has been able to
maintain the racing club there, indeed that it is
blossoming and growing. As the member for
Cranbourne said, it is not only growing, it is thriving. It
is one of the biggest employers in the area, and I know
that both the state government, by investing in the
racecourse, and the City of Casey have been good
supporters of the racecourse. It has meant that this land
has got a lot more potential. We have made the
investments, and we have also seen that this significant
area of land — it is 44.68 hectares in area — and it has
lots of facilities already and has the potential for other
uses as well.
The existing permanent reserve is being revoked to
enable the permanent reservation to be replaced with a
temporary reservation. Moving from a permanent
reservation to a temporary reservation will facilitate
future land use and development decisions related to
the Cranbourne racing precinct, and these will be made
in accordance with the Cranbourne Racing Complex
and Surrounds Investment and Development Plan,
which was incorporated into the Casey planning
scheme by amendment C166 on 20 August 2015. At
this stage there are no definite proposals to redevelop
the land at Cranbourne racing complex, so this is a
really fantastic opportunity to dream big and think
about how the Cranbourne racing complex could
become an even better facility for the local community.
The second tract of land relates to the Fitzroy gasworks
land, and I noticed that one of the previous speakers,
indeed the Minister for Planning — and as we all know
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he is the well-known and well-respected member for
Richmond — was speaking about the fact that he hopes
that in the rezoning and revocation of the reserve on
this land piece that we will see a beautiful outcome for
his community; I think they were his words. As he
quite correctly identified, this land is land that has been
sitting there for a while. It is a bit of an eyesore, I have
got to say; I pass it regularly. Indeed I was saying to the
Minister for Planning on my way out that my daughter
was a planning student nearly a decade ago and one of
the case studies that she and her fellow students were
given was to come up with a master plan for the Fitzroy
gasworks land. They dreamed big: they were going to
have all sorts of beautiful open space and a mixture of
housing and social housing and commercial. Really, as
students can because dollars are not a big issue when
you are doing that sort of planning, they were going to
have a very creative and interesting and very appealing
development there on that site.
In going forward I really hope that the City of Yarra
dreams big. As I have said, successive councils there
have had big ambitions for this land, and they have
been somewhat hindered by the very fact that it is a
very highly contaminated site. Funnily enough, as time
has transpired it may be that we can use modern
technology to bring down the cost of reducing or
getting rid of contamination on that site, because it
really is a fantastic site and whatever goes on there — I
know there is talk about a basketball stadium going
there; there is talk about some social housing and some
commercial activity, and as I said we certainly want to
preserve open space in the inner city — this will be a
fantastic outcome for the community if we can get it
right.
So I am very pleased to see that the Minister for
Planning will have a big interest in this. Indeed the City
of Yarra will be handing responsibility over to the
minister, with a number of conditions. In a rare
example of unanimous decision-making all councillors
of the City of Yarra decided that this was the way
forward.
I do want to comment on the fact that also on this site is
the women’s mural. I have an interest in women’s
history and am very supportive of the fact that the
women’s mural on the Smith Street boundary really
needs to be restored, if that is a possibility. Recently I
noticed that we lost the Princess Mary Club site on
Lonsdale Street. That is being redeveloped by the
Uniting Church in partnership with, I think, Leighton
Holdings. In doing that a significant site that featured
the history of what the amazing women of Victoria
have achieved over the years as well as being a meeting
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place for them to discuss political and social issues is
going to go.
I was very pleased to see that the minister has suggested
to the developers of that site that they need to
commemorate its importance to the women of Victoria.
I would like to make sure that wherever heritage sites
are being infringed upon or changed there should be
some requirement that the significant contribution that
our forefathers and foremothers have made to those
sites be commemorated in some way, such as in the
form of a plaque, statue or sculpture. I commend the
idea that the women’s mural also be restored. It did not
deserve to be desecrated in the way it was. It was a
sheer act of vandalism, and we want to make sure that it
is restored to its former glory.
This is an important bill. It also refers to the site at
Springvale, but I am sure other speakers will speak
about that in detail. As I said, it is an important bill
because it is about making sure that Melbourne
maintains its standing as Australia’s, indeed the
world’s, most livable city. Planning is important; it is
most important that we get planning right. This bill is a
step in the right direction of facilitating the wise use of
land. I commend the bill to the house and wish it a
speedy passage.
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — In the short time
available to me I will make a very brief contribution.
As we have heard, this bill revokes permanent
reservations over land in three areas of metropolitan
Melbourne, being Cranbourne, Springvale and Fitzroy.
By way of background, a Crown land reserve is land
that is set aside for a particular public purpose. These
reservations can be either temporary or permanent.
While a temporary reservation can be revoked through
an administrative process, a permanent reservation can
only be revoked by or in accordance with an act of
Parliament, which is why this bill is before us today.
To speak in very general terms due to the shortage of
time, the importance of these revocations is that they
will free up three pieces of land for future use. We
heard the member for Richmond speak passionately
about the potential uses for the gasworks site in Fitzroy.
We have also heard other speakers speak about the site
in Springvale, which is a bit different because it
involves an encroachment on a neighbouring area that
is currently being used for a shooting range, and so the
best way to rectify the situation with the club that
actually wants to purchase the land is to convert it to a
temporary reserve rather than a permanent one so that
that sale can go ahead.
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We have also heard speakers speak about freeing up the
land in Cranbourne for future development. That land is
regarded as being somewhat under-utilised, and thus it
presents a number of opportunities. Although there is
not currently a definite proposal for redevelopment, it is
still a priority for Casey City Council and many ideas
are being canvassed. So it is important that by
removing the permanent reservation over that property
around the Cranbourne racing complex we are
essentially freeing up that land to be turned into
something that is more useful to the community.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The time has
come for me to interrupt the proceedings of the house.
The honourable member will have the call when this
matter is next before the Chair.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Ms McLeish — On a point of order, Deputy
Speaker, on 10 March I raised a matter for the Minister
for Roads and Road Safety which I have not yet had a
response to. In addition, on 9 February I raised a matter
for the Minister for Education, and I have not had a
response to that.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I shall refer
this matter to the Speaker for his follow-up.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Ms RYAN (Euroa) — The adjournment matter I
raise this evening is for the Premier. The action I seek is
for the Premier to meet a delegation of volunteers from
my electorate to hear their concerns about the draft
agreement the government is striking with the United
Firefighters Union (UFU). Volunteers across my
electorate have been horrified to read the details of that
agreement, which up until now have been kept a secret.
As we now know, the current version of the enterprise
bargaining agreement would give the UFU control over
Country Fire Authority (CFA) operations. It proposes
to hand the union the power to veto equipment, vehicles
and clothing issued by the CFA. It diminishes the role
of volunteers, replacing volunteer support staff with
paid firefighters. This is a deliberate move by the union
to change the CFA from a volunteer organisation
supported by paid staff into an organisation run by paid
staff and supported by volunteers. It also proposes that
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union members would report only to other paid staff
and not to volunteers when responding to incidents.

investment in regional rail will deliver more frequent
and more reliable train services in Macedon.

The clause that has everyone asking just how clueless
this agreement is demands that seven paid firefighters
be on a fireground before firefighting starts. Let us
think about that for a minute. If a fire starts in
Strathbogie, volunteers will have to wait an hour for
paid staff to arrive from Shepparton before they are
allowed to fight the fire. What an absolute joke! These
demands spit in the face of the volunteers in my
electorate and across country Victoria who have put
their lives on the line to fight some of the worst fires
this state has ever seen, including the Black Saturday
fires, which affected a large part of my electorate.

As the minister knows, I have seven railway stations in
my electorate. Car parking at some of those stations is
clearly inadequate, so I was pleased to read that
$20.4 million has been allocated to deliver more car
parking spaces at train stations across Victoria. I invite
the minister to come with me to inspect the car parks at
some stations in my electorate. I invite her to consider
the needs of my community in allocating these funds.
The minister knows the Bendigo line very well; she has
travelled on it all her life. I know how committed she is
to improving services for V/Line passengers. She is
welcome to visit my electorate soon. It will be great to
have her there.

I have been fielding phone calls from distressed
volunteers since it became public that the Premier
intervened in negotiations to put many of these
demands back on the table. If these conditions are
allowed to go ahead, they will be the death knell of the
CFA as a volunteer movement. They will cause
irrevocable damage to the CFA and bring an end to one
of the greatest traditions our state has.
The Premier should be under no illusion about how
strongly communities across my region feel about this.
It is a betrayal of the decades of work that volunteers
have put in to keep our communities safe. Here are just
a few of the things volunteers have been saying to me
in recent days. One volunteer said:
This is going to decimate the CFA volunteer system if it is
agreed to. Country Victorians need our CFA to stay as it is …

Another volunteer said:
So many of us are CFA volunteers out here. We’d hate to lose
our organisation to unions hungry for money and power.

Another said:
This is going to destroy the CFA and lose the volunteers who
have put their heart and soul into this organisation.

And another said:
This proposal is outrageous. It seems they have no idea of the
extent that CFA volunteers go to in protecting homes, land,
livestock and, most importantly, lives …

Macedon electorate rail services
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — The matter I wish to
raise is for the attention of the Minister for Public
Transport, who I am delighted to see is in the house.
The action I seek is that the minister visit my electorate
in order to outline how today’s massive $1.3 billion

Maryborough District Health Service
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — My adjournment matter is
for the Minister for Health. The specific action I seek is
that she allocate funding to the Maryborough District
Health Service for the development of a comprehensive
master plan to meet the future needs of the
Maryborough and district communities. Maryborough
District Health Service turned 160 this year. I was
delighted to be at the celebrations and to sign the board
that will form a permanent reminder of that day. I note
the health minister was not present again that day.
Maryborough health service’s main hospital is a
hotchpotch of buildings dating back to not quite 1856,
but some to before the turn of the century. The floor in
the main peri-operative unit is uneven, as it joins
together different buildings. The workflow of the
hospital is highly antiquated and a drag on productivity
despite the magnificent efforts of the staff. The
admissions window affords patients no privacy. The
ambulance bay is in the wrong place. There is no
linkage between the hospital inpatient services and
pathology. The list of deficiencies is long.
Prior to the last election the Liberal Party committed
$10.3 million to the refurbishment of the urgent care,
theatre, day procedure and dialysis areas and an
overhaul of the front entrance and parking facilities at
Maryborough’s public hospital. Labor has never
matched this commitment and once again with today’s
budget has failed to invest in the Maryborough health
service. I note today’s budget allocates $168 million to
Shepparton’s hospital and I further note the health
minister, the Premier and other Labor ministers made
much today in question time of delivering funding
because the people of Shepparton voted against the
coalition last election — a disgraceful display of
attempting to bully the electorate.
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Ripon did not vote the way Labor wanted, and it is
clear the government is denying vital health funds to
Ripon as a result. The time is well overdue for the
government to fund a master plan for the next 160 years
of the Maryborough District Health Service and stop
playing politics with the people of Maryborough. A
master plan for the Maryborough hospital must take
into account all options, including a new hospital that
will adequately deliver the kind of quality care the
people of Maryborough and Central Goldfields deserve.

Melbourne Metro rail project
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Public
Transport. The action I seek is for the minister to update
my community in the Mordialloc electorate on the
benefits of delivering the Melbourne Metro rail project,
a $10.9 billion project that will have profound benefits
for my community. Visionary policy takes time, and I
think the Treasurer outlined today a strong budget — a
strong infrastructure budget — with a clear agenda. The
Melbourne Metro rail project in particular has some of
that long-term visionary planning. It was 1961 when the
city loop was first conceived, and it took 24 years to
complete that project in 1985 with the opening of
Flagstaff station. Long-term infrastructure planning
takes time and it takes vision, and that is what this
government is doing in implementing this project.
It should be noted as well that in 2011, leading into the
former government’s first budget, the then Brumby
Labor government had left $50 million worth of
planning money to commence the first stages of the
Melbourne Metro rail tunnel. It is a great
disappointment that that money was not used, and we
sit here years on talking about a project that should
have started years ago. Thankfully with the election of
the Andrews Labor government this project will come
to fruition through to 2026 and be a wonderful outcome
for our local community.
The Frankston train line is a significant train line in my
community. A lot of passengers catch the train on that
line, and that number is growing each and every year.
About one in eight people in my community catch
public transport. The increase in capacity along this line
with the introduction of the Melbourne Metro rail
tunnel will be substantial. Instead of talking about
doing things, like those opposite do, we are getting on
and doing the projects that Melbourne desperately
needs.
In conclusion, I ask the Minister for Public Transport to
update my great community on how the Melbourne
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Metro rail tunnel project will benefit my electorate of
Mordialloc.

Port Phillip Bay water quality
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I wish to raise
a matter for the attention of the Minister for
Environment, Climate Change and Water. The action
that I seek is for the government to develop methods to
step into the 21st century to improve the understanding
of Port Phillip Bay users as to water quality conditions.
I note in recent reports from the Environment
Protection Authority (EPA) of water quality test results
for Port Phillip Bay, particularly in the region of
Mentone Beach, that Mentone Beach was ranked 36
out of the 36 beaches in Melbourne. I am also familiar
with the fact that a number of years ago there was a
breakdown in the Black Rock pumping station on Port
Phillip Bay whereby raw effluent was being pumped
into the bay and the so-called failsafe system actually
resulted in failure, to the great dismay and concern of
early-morning swimmers. I note also the large number
of people who use Mentone Beach, including local
icebergers, recreational swimmers, the 1350-strong
membership of the Mentone Lifesaving Club and other
regular beach users.
There is a concern as to whether there has been an
increase in gastroenteritis in the district as a result of
swimmers unknowingly swimming in waters that are
not regarded as being safe in terms of the E. coli
content. It is a mistake that sometimes people think
dirty water has the Yarra River muddy look and
therefore they may be less inclined to swim in that sort
of water, or shandy with the seawater, but E. coli can be
present in quite clear water and there is not really a fair
indication for people to determine where the water
might be safe to swim in along the Victorian coastline.
There are good EPA alerts in relation to stormwater
conditions along Port Phillip Bay.
The action I seek from the minister is for her to step
into the 21st century and for social media to be used so
that if there is a concern about water quality at a
particular beach, swimmers do not find out a day later
or three months later or a week later that they were
swimming in inferior quality water but, through a
method involving the dissemination of an alert to
members of Parliament and in turn to local government,
within the space of an hour interested parties would be
made aware of water quality conditions relevant to their
health and wellbeing. I think there is a great opportunity
for the government to step into the 21st century and
build a notification system that provides timely and
appropriate advice and that will benefit the health of not
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only residents within the Sandringham electorate,
including Mentone, but those across Victoria.

Emergency services education campaign
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — I wish to raise a
matter for the attention of the Acting Minister for
Police. The specific action that I am seeking from him
is that he investigate the options for an education
campaign to ensure that motorists are aware of the need
to keep clear and move out of the way of emergency
services and police vehicles. A number of constituents
have raised this issue with me, and I have received
comments from emergency services workers
themselves, who are concerned that when they are on
their way to an emergency with lights and sirens on
vehicles do not move out of the way.
Some motorists, I think, are not aware of the
requirement to pull over and get out of their way, so I
think it is important that the Acting Minister for Police
investigate whether there is a way that we could better
inform motorists of that need, particularly given that on
the way to an emergency, especially a medical
emergency or a fire, every second is critical to the
person or the people who require assistance. I am sure
many Victorian motorists, if made aware of these facts,
would quite happily go along with the existing road
safety rules which set out those requirements.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) — My adjournment
matter is for the Minister for Emergency Services. The
action that I seek from the minister is that she visit my
electorate and meet with some of our local Country Fire
Authority (CFA) rural fire brigades to hear their
concerns. These volunteer services are located
throughout the Shepparton electorate and have a proud
volunteering heritage. They strive to operate to the
highest possible standards. They have active members
who have been involved in all aspects of emergency
management and community life throughout a long
history in the region.
During the course of the past week I received numerous
letters from representatives of CFAs expressing their
dismay regarding the current reported negotiations
between the Premier and Peter Marshall of the United
Firefighters Union. It is apparent that the CFA members
strongly support their paid colleagues receiving a fair
and equitable enterprise bargaining agreement and pay
arrangements, but they are adamant that they should
retain their current autonomy and structure.
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Those of us who live in rural areas know only too well
the importance of our CFA volunteers. Not only are
they readily available to attend small incidents but
when major disasters such as the Black Saturday fires
occur they provide a surge capacity that allows the
deployment of thousands of personnel. Volunteers also
have that local on-the-ground knowledge which can be
invaluable in such circumstances. Not only do CFA
volunteers fight fires but they also attend numerous
other emergency situations, including motor vehicle
accidents. They are sometimes first on the scene and
will often know the victims who require their
attendance.
The CFA has a proud history going back to regional
volunteer fire brigades of the 1850s and 1860s.
Generational involvement is common. One
correspondent stated in his letter to me:
I am a proud volunteer firefighter with almost 40 years
experience with the CFA. My father died an honorary life
member of the CFA after serving 55 years. My wife is a
brigade member and assists in operations … My daughter has
almost finished her junior involvement …

Members of this house will recognise this as being a
common feature of so many brigades throughout the
state.
Over the years the CFAs have become embedded in our
local communities. Not only do they provide the
obvious services of volunteer firefighting but they
represent one of the major organisations for men and
women to participate in as volunteers in a very
meaningful way. We know that volunteers are essential
to the functioning of our society and that volunteering
is a major contributor to general community wellbeing.
Again I urge the minister to join me in meeting with
some of my local rural fire brigades. They are excellent
examples of the volunteer organisations that are so
important to our local communities.

Geelong Automotive Transition Taskforce
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) — My adjournment
matter is for the Minister for Industry. The action I seek
is that the minister attend a meeting of the Geelong
Automotive Transition Taskforce. I have the pleasure
of being the chair of the task force, and while I know
there are many challenges ahead as we transition, I am
pleased that the Andrews Labor government has put in
place a comprehensive plan to support workers,
communities and businesses affected by the closure of
large-scale passenger car manufacturing in the state.
The $46.5 million Towards Future Industries —
Victoria’s Automotive Transition Plan will help
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automotive businesses transition to new markets, help
workers to retrain and find sustainable jobs and attract
investment into communities impacted by the closure
of car manufacturing. The Geelong Automotive
Transition Taskforce will have a critical role in
coordinating the implementation of the transition plan
in my local electorate. I look forward to chairing the
task force and to seeing the minister at one of our
meetings in the near future.

Police resources
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — My adjournment
item is for the Acting Minister for Police. The action I
seek is for the minister to immediately fund more
frontline police in Glen Eira in addition to a second
divisional van. In the past year, crime has risen 8.1 per
cent across Victoria and a disturbing 21.36 per cent in
Glen Eira. This is just not good enough. Our police do
an outstanding job, but they are under-resourced. In
Glen Eira alone we have only one divisional van
servicing approximately 140 000 residents, whereas the
neighbouring municipality of Kingston has four vans
for 235 000 residents. The residents of Glen Eira are
being short-changed.
Again we are seeing too many undesirable situations on
our streets, and quite frankly many of the residents in
my electorate of Caulfield are living in fear at the
moment because of the reports they are hearing and
seeing. There is no doubt that our area in Caulfield is
being targeted. One could suggest that it is being seen
as a nice sleepy neighbourhood with a police force that
does a great job but which is under-resourced. We have
seen people coming into Caulfield and doing burglaries.
In fact there was one instance where two young
children aged 8 and 10 were disturbed in the middle of
the night and their lives were threatened while a Lexus
car was stolen.
Only last week somebody in Elsternwick was pulled
over onto the side of the road by people with baseball
bats. His car was stolen from him. There have been a
number of other carjackings and a number of house
invasions. In fact only last week my car was broken
into when it was parked on the street in front of my
house. When I reported it to local police, they said eight
other cars had been burgled that night.
The police are doing a great job, but they just do not
have the resources. The response from the community
has included an individual setting up a Facebook page.
In 24 hours he had 6000 people join the Facebook page
looking to report crime and to help one another in
providing this sort of information. There is absolute
certainty that we need more police in Caulfield. The
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budget that was handed down today does not talk at all
about more police in Glen Eira. There is not one line
item that shows us getting more police in our electorate.
I call on the acting minister tonight to provide funding
and support immediately to get more police on our
streets so my constituents can feel safe and can go
about doing what they do without fear or favour.

Maribyrnong River pollution
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — My adjournment
matter is for the Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water, and the action I seek is that the
minister advise me what action the government is
taking to tackle the rubbish and household waste that is
polluting the lower reaches of the Maribyrnong River.
The magnificent Maribyrnong River forms part of the
western boundary of the seat of Essendon. From what
was once an industrial drain in 19th-century
Melbourne, the waterways have improved significantly
and now form one of the great recreational areas of my
community. However, one of the challenges is that
rubbish dropped in our streets often ends up in the
drains, and during wet weather it is pushed through the
drainage network and into the river. This is an issue for
not only the lower reaches of the Maribyrnong River,
such as in my community, but also in the upper reaches
of the catchment area. Tackling rubbish and waste will
improve the quality of the river and preserve it for
future generations.

Responses
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) —
Firstly, I am delighted to respond to the adjournment
request from the member for Macedon regarding my
visiting her electorate particularly to talk about how the
Andrews Labor government is going to invest in
stronger, better regional public transport services. As a
fellow traveller with the member for Macedon on the
Bendigo line, it is an area I know well. I will be very
pleased to accept her invitation. I particularly
understand in regional communities and in country
towns the pressure that is placed on local car parks.
When we are encouraging people who come into the
town to catch the train, it undoubtedly puts pressure on
car parks. That is part of the broader work we are doing
in building better, stronger regional public transport. I
would be very pleased to visit the hardworking and
committed member for Macedon.
An honourable member interjected.
Ms ALLAN — As others are saying, and I would
certainly agree, she is a great local member who is
working very hard on behalf of her community. It is a
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fantastic community to talk to people about the issues
around car parking and how we can make it even easier
for people to use public transport.
Can I also now respond to the member for Mordialloc
regarding his timely adjournment action request around
wanting to understand in more detail the benefits that
come to his community, particularly those people who
travel on the Frankston line, around the construction of
the Melbourne Metro tunnel project — and isn’t it a
great day for the metro project, having the project fully
committed to and being able to go ahead with great
confidence that it will be under construction in 2018.
I am pleased to inform the member for Mordialloc that
through this program of construction, once the
construction works are completed we are going to see
the unclogging of the heart of our public transport
system. What this means for passengers on his corridor
is that they will have, if you like, a dedicated tunnel into
the city loop. Giving the Dandenong and Sunbury lines
their own tunnel and their own connections into the city
obviously frees up the overall capacity in the city loop,
meaning that very busy rail lines like Frankston will
have increased capacity on their line that will really
transform frequency and reliability on that corridor.
As someone who, for personal reasons, travels from
time to time on the Frankston line — and I have got to
know that line very well over the last seven or eight
years — I know it is a line that is getting busier and
busier. It is a line that people rely on to access jobs and
services and hospital appointments in the city, and I
really look forward to working with the member for
Mordialloc as we deliver the metro tunnel project and
the level crossing removal projects along his line. I
think there are a large number of level crossing
removals in his electorate that are all about giving us
the capacity to run more train services for his
community, for the passengers who rely on these
services and indeed for people right across Melbourne
who want to see more public transport services offered
to their community.
The remaining members raised a number of matters for
other ministers, and I will refer them on for their action
and follow-up.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house is
now adjourned.
House adjourned 7.25 p.m. until Tuesday, 3 May.
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Tuesday, 3 May 2016
The SPEAKER (Hon. Telmo Languiller) took the
chair at 12.04 p.m. and read the prayer.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The SPEAKER — Order! We acknowledge the
traditional Aboriginal owners of the land on which we
are meeting. We pay our respects to them, to their
culture, to their elders past, present and future, and to
elders from other communities who may be here today.
On behalf of the Premier, the Leader of the Opposition
and members, I am honoured to welcome to the house
today elders and other distinguished members of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community. They
have witnessed our acknowledgment of country, which
the Legislative Assembly commenced early this year.
This ancient tradition of Aboriginal people is now part
of our tradition here in the Victorian Parliament. By
making this acknowledgment of country each sitting
week, we demonstrate our respect for the traditions of
Aboriginal people, we honour their enduring culture
and we strive to ensure that their voices will always be
heard here.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER — Order! On behalf of the
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition and members I
would like to welcome in our gallery the whips from
the Fijian Parliament and the Clerk of the Nauru
Parliament. Also in the gallery are members from the
Japanese Diet, led by Mr Keisuke Suzuki. Welcome.

ABSENCE OF PREMIER
Mr MERLINO (Acting Premier) — The Premier
will be absent from Parliament this week. I will answer
any questions on his behalf.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Acting Premier. The Stretton royal
commission, the Jones report, the 2009 bushfires royal
commission and the fire services review all state that
the safest firefighting model in Victoria is an integrated
approach for all Country Fire Authority (CFA)
firefighters. Why will the government not rule out
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agreeing to the United Firefighters Union’s enterprise
bargaining agreement (EBA) demand that would see
this integrated chain of command broken for the first
time in 70 years?
Mr MERLINO (Acting Premier) — I thank the
Leader of the Opposition for the question. As the
Leader of the Opposition would know, or should know,
the negotiations are continuing. There is no agreement,
and I can say to the Leader of the Opposition and all of
those opposite that the outcome will deliver a fair and
responsible agreement that will benefit career and
volunteer firefighters.
We will not be lectured by those opposite, who cut
$41 million out of the CFA budget. They spent four
years — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair is unable to
hear the Acting Premier advancing a response to the
question put by the Leader of the Opposition. Members
will allow the Acting Premier to continue in silence.
Mr MERLINO — We will not take a lecture from
those opposite, who spent four years denying
presumptive rights — —
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, I asked the
Acting Premier a question about ruling out a part of an
EBA which the government is still considering. The
Acting Premier has not come back to any part of that
question in the minute he has had to answer this
question, and I ask you to bring him back to the
question which I asked him.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, in
asking you to rule the Leader of the Opposition’s point
of order out of order, I refer to the fact that the Acting
Premier very clearly at the outset answered the question
that was put by indicating that there was nothing to rule
in or out because negotiations are still underway, and I
think that clearly — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms Allan — It is quite appropriate for the Acting
Premier to provide additional information about this
government’s support to the CFA.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Acting Premier, to
continue.
Mr MERLINO — As we have consistently said,
the services are not going to merge, and what we will
not do is cut $41 million from the CFA and $25 million
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from the Metropolitan Fire Brigade. What we will
deliver is an EBA negotiation that will deliver a fair
outcome for both career and volunteer firefighters.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — Where a
fire incident controller is a volunteer, as is the case in
the vast majority of CFA operations, is it a fact that the
government has not ruled out agreeing to an EBA
requirement that would see paid firefighters unable to
report to these incident controllers, therefore risking
lives and property by duplicating the chain of
command?
Mr MERLINO (Acting Premier) — I thank the
Leader of the Opposition for his supplementary
question. What we will not do is negotiate an EBA
across the table in this chamber — I mean, for goodness
sake. The truth is best put in the words of the acting
chair of the CFA, who on Friday said this:
… there are meetings taking place almost on a daily basis at
the moment, but there is no agreement at this point of time …
…
… the Premier is quite right on this: this has been going on
for a long time, it’s time there was an agreement.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, the
supplementary question was very clear. It was around
whether the government has or has not ruled out
supporting an EBA that would see those paid
firefighters unable to report to volunteers. Maybe you
would like to bring back my little friend to answering
that question.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Pakula — On the point of order, Speaker, very
simply the Acting Premier answered the substance of
the supplementary question with the first words that
came from his mouth when he said, ‘We won’t be
conducting negotiations across the table of the
chamber’. That is the substantive answer to the question
that was asked.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair does not
uphold the point of order. The Acting Premier, to
continue.
Mr MERLINO — The EBA negotiations have
been going on for 1000 days, and that is too long. We
will not go to war with the firefighters. We will deliver
an outcome that will be fair and beneficial for both
career and volunteer firefighters.
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Ministers statements: Melbourne Metro rail
project
Mr MERLINO (Acting Premier) — I am very
pleased to advise the house of the new government
achievement of fully funding Melbourne’s new
$10.9 billion Melbourne Metro tunnel. Last week the
Andrews Labor government announced that it would
undertake the biggest transport infrastructure
investment in our state’s history: fully funding the
western distributor, Melbourne’s second river crossing;
widening the Monash and easing congestion on arterial
roads across our suburbs; upgrading the Ballarat line for
more trains and more reliability; duplicating the
notorious section of the Hurstbridge line, something the
member for Ivanhoe has campaigned hard for; giving
people in our growing north access to world-class
public transport — it started with South Morang and
now, under our government, will go all the way to
Mernda; and fully funding the new Melbourne Metro
tunnel.
The Melbourne Metro tunnel is the biggest and most
important transport project in Australia, and the
Andrews Labor government will provide every dollar
needed to get it done. Our population is booming, but
we cannot get enough trains because the city loop is
full. The Melbourne Metro tunnel will free up the loop
by taking three of our busiest lines through the tunnel,
with five underground stations and 65 new
high-capacity trains. It will create an international
turn-up-and-go system, and it will create 3700 jobs.
This is the centrepiece of our job-creation budget, a
budget described by the Victorian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry as:
… a pro-business budget that backs Victorian business by
lowering costs, creating jobs, delivering
productivity-enhancing infrastructure and opening doors to
international markets.

Getting it done.
Mr R. Smith — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Acting Premier just made a quote. Can he provide that
quote to the house?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister is happy to
supply that to the Clerk.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — My question is to the
Minister for Emergency Services. Country Fire
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Authority (CFA) brigade administrative support
officers support volunteer firefighters with day-to-day
administration of CFA stations. Clause 15.1 of the
United Firefighters Union’s proposed enterprise
bargaining agreement (EBA), which her government is
still considering supporting, plans to give the United
Firefighters Union (UFU) a veto position over the
hiring of all administrative support officers. Will the
minister rule out sacking any of these trusted staff in
favour of the new UFU hand-picked appointees?
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — I thank the member for his question.
Unlike those opposite, we are not in the business of
sacking thousands upon thousands of public servants
when we come to office; quite the opposite. It has been
repeatedly stated in this chamber and outside it that
there is no agreement reached and there will be no
agreement that does not respect the wonderful work our
volunteers do.
Supplementary question
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — I ask the minister: is it
a fact that, with her government still considering
adopting the UFU’s EBA proposal, the government has
not ruled out stripping the hiring of CFA brigade
administrative support officers from each local CFA
region and handing that choice straight over to the
UFU?
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — Just so we are really clear for those
opposite, no agreement has been reached. There will
not be any agreement, there will not be — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The opposition will
allow the minister to respond in silence. Members of
the opposition have asked a question of the minister, the
minister is entitled to silence and the Chair is entitled to
hear the response as put by the Minister for Emergency
Services.
Ms GARRETT — There has been no agreement,
and there will not be an agreement that does not respect
the work of all of the firefighters who keep Victoria
safe.

Ministers statements: economy
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) — I rise to inform the
house about the achievements of the Andrews Labor
government in securing the finances of our state. Last
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week the government brought down the
2016–17 budget, which showed surpluses of
$9.2 billion over the forward estimates period. Net debt
is falling to 4.8 per cent, down from the high of 6.2 per
cent that we inherited from those opposite.
And of course the good news does not stop there,
because Moody’s and Standard & Poor’s both
reaffirmed our AAA credit rating last week. Standard &
Poor’s noted that Victoria’s budgetary performance and
our debt levels remain consistent with such a rating.
This is a boon for our economy, and it underlines our
financial stability. Our credit rating has been achieved
because we are spending wisely, spending on what
Victorians voted for, to ensure that we get the visionary
investments that maintain our livability, help us deal
with population growth and enhance productivity.
We are lifting investment in infrastructure to an average
of $7.4 billion a year over the forward estimates. Over
$2 billion is being invested in infrastructure in regional
Victoria — the highest on record. We are delivering a
record $2.45 billion boost to our health system, and
following on from our budget we are investing
$924 million into schools. We are also undertaking all
these investments while maintaining strong surpluses
and keeping our own source revenue growth to 5 per
cent, which is well below the 5.4 per cent seen under
the previous government.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — My question is to the
Minister for Emergency Services. Clause 16.1 of the
United Firefighters Union’s (UFU) proposed enterprise
bargaining agreement will see the UFU gain a veto
right over the position description of all Country Fire
Authority (CFA) volunteer support officers. Will the
minister rule out supporting this clause, which would
require the CFA to sack all current volunteer support
officers?
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — I thank the member for his question. I
think the time of this house would be better spent
reading the budget out line by line rather than the
United Firefighters Union log of claims, as fascinating
as it is. Again, there is no agreement and, as the
minister, I can assure the house there will be no
agreement that disadvantages volunteers in this state.
Supplementary question
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — The UFU took the
CFA to court to stop the introduction of volunteer
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support officers, a court case the CFA won. Can the
minister confirm that her government is now
considering adopting all of the UFU’s demands around
volunteer support staff — demands that would
completely reverse the Federal Court ruling, unionise
all of these positions and sack all of the current
volunteer staff?
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — I thank the member for his question. There
is a reason that there is no agreement being reached,
because we do not accept the UFU log of claims. We
will work through it, but there will not be an agreement
that does not value and respect the work of all
firefighters in this great state.

Ministers statements: economy
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) — I want to talk about the
budget; I really want to talk about the budget. I rise to
update the house on the achievements of the Andrews
Labor government in delivering economic growth to all
Victorians. Last week I delivered the Andrews Labor
government’s second budget. It is good to see that the
Leader of the Opposition thinks the budget is tonight.
So far as Victorians are concerned, there is nothing in it
for us.
When I delivered our second budget we received an
enormous response — a true marker that demonstrates
that Victoria is in safe hands so far as stakeholders are
concerned. The Australian Industry Group has
welcomed the ‘significant increase in infrastructure
spending, which will be an important growth vehicle’.
The Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry has
noted that the Andrews Labor government has
‘delivered a pro-business budget that backs Victorian
business by lowering costs, creating jobs, delivering
productivity enhancing infrastructure and opening
doors to international markets’.
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Infrastructure Partnerships Australia, which said the
government had ‘delivered a strong, ambitious and
positive infrastructure agenda … that has been
welcomed by the nation’s infrastructure sector’.
Mr R. Smith — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Treasurer also referred to some quotes. Could he also
provide his notes to the Clerk?
The SPEAKER — Order! Did the Treasurer quote?
The Treasurer will provide the page which contained
the quote to the Clerk.

Bail laws
Mr PESUTTO (Hawthorn) — My question is to the
Attorney-General. I refer to Labor’s changes to bail
laws, and I quote the Chief Commissioner of Police:
It’s something we lobbied against and certainly advised
against, but we don’t write the laws.

The Attorney-General has since told the media that
Victoria Police supported the changes to this
legislation, and I ask: who should Victorians believe —
the Attorney-General or the Chief Commissioner of
Police?
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I thank the
member for Hawthorn for the question. I was starting to
wonder what I had to do to get one.
Mr Pesutto interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Hawthorn asked a question and will allow the
Attorney-General to continue in silence.
Mr PAKULA — I dealt with many of these matters
in comments yesterday in the media, and I am happy to
take the opportunity to put a number of things on the
record today as well. There have been a number of
comments made about the nature of this legislation that
are false. The first has been that police would not have
the opportunity to arrest rather than summons. That is
not correct.

Organisations all over the spectrum, whether it be the
Master Builders Association of Victoria or the
Brotherhood of St Laurence, have been united in their
praise of this budget. Perhaps the most interesting one
is the Property Council of Australia, which put it best
when it said the budget ‘invests decisively in the
growth management challenge’. Even the Victorian
Farmers Federation has warmly welcomed this budget,
our payroll tax changes in particular, where
36 000 businesses have benefited.

Mr Pesutto — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, the question is not about the merits. The
question is about why the Attorney-General slapped
down the Chief Commissioner of Police on radio
yesterday. Was he right, or was the Attorney-General
wrong?

Even the Herald Sun recognises the importance of the
payroll changes, calling it ‘a tax cut aimed at boosting
employment’. The tidal wave of positive comments
from stakeholders is best summed up by the words of

Mr PAKULA — On the point of order, Speaker, I
have been going for 46 seconds. I can assure the
member for Hawthorn that if he exercises some
patience, I will come to the substance of his question.
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Mr Clark — On the point of order, Speaker, it was
a very specific question. If the Attorney-General wants
to give a more general explanation to the house about
bail law changes, he can make a ministers statement.
When he is asked a question, he needs to answer that
question. I ask you to direct him to do so.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair does not
uphold the point of order. The Attorney-General, to
continue in silence.
Mr PAKULA — As I was saying, there have been
some misconceptions about this legislation. The second
misconception — and it has been put in the public
domain — is that there is no consequence for breaching
bail for children. That is completely incorrect.
The third misconception is that Victoria Police did not
support this legislation when it was introduced into the
Parliament in November. The fact is that we said at the
time that we had the support of Victoria Police, and we
did have the support of Victoria Police, as has been
reported on radio this morning; the Department of
Justice and Regulation went through a long set of
negotiations with Victoria Police. There were various
iterations of the bill. Victoria Police asked for certain
things to be inserted. Those things were inserted, and
the bill that went before the Parliament had the support
of Victoria Police, as conveyed to the government and
to the Department of Justice and Regulation by Deputy
Commissioner Shane Patton.
Supplementary question
Mr PESUTTO (Hawthorn) — Given Victoria
Police has made it clear that it opposes these bail
changes, which legalise breaches of bail conditions by
juveniles, will the minister now change this law and
tighten these conditions, as is clearly the position of
Victoria Police?
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — The member
for Hawthorn asks whether we will now change these
laws. I point out that we are now going to have to
change their community correction order laws, as I
outlined yesterday, and we are going to have to change
their baseline sentencing laws because they were struck
down in the Court of Appeal. Let me say to the member
for Hawthorn once again: these laws, when they were
introduced to the Parliament, were introduced after a
long set of negotiations with Victoria Police and
confirmation by Deputy Commissioner — —
Mr Pesutto — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, the question is very simple: will the
government reverse these changes to bail laws which
legalise breaches of bail by juveniles?
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The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order. The Attorney-General, to continue.
Mr PAKULA — In the 27 seconds left, let me very
succinctly say this to the member for Hawthorn: it does
not do what the member for Hawthorn says it does; it is
still open to Victoria Police to take any breacher of bail
before the court and have an application for that bail to
be revoked heard by the court. I discuss these matters
with the chief commissioner regularly, and I will
continue to do so.

Ministers statements: medical research
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — I rise to
inform the house of a new government initiative in the
field of medical research. The house would be aware
that in last week’s budget we invested a further
$19.8 million to support Victoria’s world-class health
and medical research sector. We did this because Labor
governments are very passionate and always invest in
medical research.
This new funding will help involvement in clinical
trials; it will provide more postdoctoral fellowships to
help keep our best researchers here in Victoria; and it
will help the sector leverage support from funding
partners and develop pathways for the
commercialisation of the very many important
discoveries that are made in our state.
Trials and research like that, which will be conducted at
the Aikenhead Centre for Medical Discovery at
St Vincent’s Hospital, will put Melbourne and Australia
at the forefront of research when it comes to the very
important groundbreaking biomedical engineering and
biotechnology engineering that is done.
We committed $60 million to support this important
project in last year’s budget. The project partners have
already committed $60 million, and the project is
shovel ready. All that is waiting is for the federal
government to stump up its $60 million. This is a
project that is estimated will generate over 10 000 jobs
in its first 15 years of operation.
Today I had the benefit of visiting the site of this future
centre with the acting leader of the government and also
the Parliamentary Secretary for Medical Research to
ensure that when Malcolm Turnbull lays bare his
so-called commitment to innovation and medical
research we will have a fantastic and fabulous project.
We certainly hope that in tonight’s federal budget the
federal Liberal Party can see its way to making this
incredibly important investment. We want the federal
government to match the rhetoric with the funding. This
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is a fantastic project. It will deliver important medical
discoveries and generate thousands of jobs.

Bail laws
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Acting Minister for Police. Can the
minister inform the house exactly how many members
of the Apex gang who terrorised families at the
Moomba festival and were arrested and charged are
now back in our community having been released out
on bail?
Mr SCOTT (Acting Minister for Police) — I can
provide some information, and I would be happy to
provide information on notice to the member.
Taskforce Ares has concluded its investigation. A total
of 41 people have been charged — 30 people in relation
to offending on that night, 7 are on summons to appear
and 4 others have been charged, with warrants issued
for their arrest. Thirty-three of those charged or due to
be summonsed are under the age of 18. Ten of those
under the age of 18 have suspected links to the Apex
gang, and I will provide some further information to the
member on notice.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — Noting that
the minister has said that 33 of those persons were
under the age of 18, I ask: is it not a fact that if any of
those gang members breach any condition of their bail,
they will now no longer be charged with breaching bail
because of this government’s new soft-on-crime
changes to bail laws?
Mr SCOTT (Acting Minister for Police) — The
question in detail actually relates to an area for the
Attorney-General, but I am happy to respond. As the
Attorney-General outlined, they can be remanded on
application, as has been the case since prior to 2013.
Mr Pesutto — On a point of order, Speaker, firstly,
if the minister has not concluded his answer, then on
relevance, the question is: is it a fact that they cannot be
charged any longer with breaching their bail
conditions? If he has concluded his answer, then you,
Speaker, should direct him to provide an answer, which
the government is now too timid to actually
admit — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Hawthorn will resume his seat. He knows well how to
make a point of order, and that is not a good example.
Has the minister concluded? The minister was
responsive. The minister has concluded.
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Ministers statements: regional rail services
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — Last
week the Treasurer handed down a fantastic budget for
public transport, and particularly for regional public
transport, where we announced an additional
$1.3 billion to improve public transport. I am delighted
to provide new information to the house about the
response to the announcement last week, particularly in
the communities of Ballarat and Maryborough.
I was so pleased on Thursday to travel to Ballarat,
firstly, and meet with the member for Wendouree to
discuss the $518 million investment in the Ballarat line.
This is a great project that is going to improve the
capacity along the line — a massive infrastructure
program that will be underway from next year and will
provide in the longer term more services not just for the
growing Ballarat community but also for communities
like Bacchus Marsh and Ballan along that very
important corridor.
To quote from the Ballarat Courier, which reported the
Committee for Ballarat’s Janet Dore as saying:
This is a substantial commitment from the state government
to the region as a whole, and in particular, regional rail
infrastructure …

And:
The moment is now, now is our time.

The member for Warrandyte is more than welcome to
have that document.
I went on to Maryborough. Can I say how proud I was
to stand on the Maryborough station platform, returning
to the place where in 2010 Labor reopened the rail line
to Maryborough, to be back there to announce more
services for the Maryborough community. The
Maryborough community members that I spoke to were
so pleased and understood that it was a Labor
government that returned rail services to Maryborough,
and that it is only a Labor government that is giving
them the services they need in the very important
community of Maryborough.

RULINGS BY THE CHAIR
Constituency questions
The SPEAKER — Order! The time for questions
without notice and ministers statements has expired,
and the Chair will make a statement in relation to
constituency questions.
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On 14 April 2016 the member for Thomastown took a
point of order regarding the constituency question
asked by the member for Morwell, and the member for
Eltham took a point of order regarding the constituency
question asked by the member for Caulfield. Also on
27 April the member for Warrandyte took a point of
order regarding the constituency question asked by the
member for Eltham and the member for South Barwon
took a point of order regarding the constituency
question asked by the member for St Albans.
I have reviewed all constituency questions asked on 14
and 27 April 2016. I do not uphold the points of order
raised by the members for Thomastown and
Warrandyte. I do uphold the point of order raised by the
member for Eltham on 14 April 2016. The member for
Caulfield asked the Treasurer for an update, which is an
action. Therefore I rule the question out of order.
I also uphold the point of order raised by the member
for South Barwon on 27 April 2016. The member for
St Albans asked the Minister for Roads and Road
Safety for an update, which is an action.
I also rule the constituency question by the member for
Narre Warren South on 27 April 2016 out of order, as
the member asked the Minister for Education to provide
information to a local school, which is an action.
I remind all members that where a constituency
question requests that a minister provide an update or
perform an action, the Chair will rule the question out
of order. I remind all members of my previous rulings
on how to ask constituency questions.

CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Mr M. O’Brien — On a point of order, Speaker, in
relation to the constituency question I asked on
24 March of the Minister for Public Transport,
question 7028, regarding when the government will
commence removing the level crossing on Toorak
Road, Kooyong, the response was due by 23 April
2016. The minister has indicated across the chamber
that it has been signed and it is in the mail. Well,
Speaker, we have all heard that before, so I look
forward to receiving it, but I would ask you to follow
up with the minister to make sure it does reach me in
time, given it is already significantly late.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair will happily
follow the matter through for the member for Malvern.
Mr T. Bull — On a point of order, Speaker, I have
raised this twice in the past in relation to two questions
to the Minister for Education asked on 9 February that
are yet to be responded to, and you have agreed to take
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it up on both occasions. I am yet to receive a response,
and I would encourage you to further pursue answers.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair will continue
to further the matters for the member.

Rowville electorate
Mr WELLS (Rowville) — (Question 7521) The
constituency question I wish to raise is for the attention
of the Minister for Emergency Services. I have been
contacted by a number of Rowville and Scoresby
Country Fire Authority (CFA) volunteers who are
deeply concerned about Dirty Dan’s deal with the
United Firefighters Union (UFU) over the latest round
of the enterprise bargaining agreement. CFA volunteers
play a significant role in keeping Victorians safe and
have done so for more than 70 years. Volunteers
provide essential search capacity in bushfire season and
at a time of highest demand. Yet clauses in the
proposed agreement, such as clause 21, the ‘veto
clause’, will allow for CFA management decisions to
be vetoed by a consultative committee dominated by
the UFU. I therefore ask the minister on behalf of
concerned volunteers in the Rowville electorate when
she will give a guarantee that she will not hand control
of the CFA over to the UFU by accepting this dirty
deal.

Bundoora electorate
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — (Question 7522) My
question is to the Minister for Education. It has recently
been announced that the Andrews Labor government
will begin planning for an upgrade of Bundoora
Primary School. It is a great local school, but some of
the buildings are past their use-by date, despite the
efforts and care of the school community. I ask the
minister: how will the planning process for an upgrade
of Bundoora Primary School proceed now that it has
been identified in the budget?

Morwell electorate
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — (Question 7523) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Public
Transport. My question is: what is the latest
information with regard to the government’s proposed
sky rail project and the subsequent impact this will have
upon Australian Paper (AP) and its transport of freight
in both the construction and completion stage?
Australian Paper is one of our largest regional
employers based within the Morwell electorate and is
Australia’s leading manufacturer of paper products. It
exports to approximately 75 countries. The transport of
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its products to port via rail is an important element of its
business, and many constituents have asked me what
impact sky rail will have on AP’s freight transport
operations. These freight trains are enormous in terms
of their length and weight, and local concerns have
been expressed about how these trains will interact with
sky rail.
Quite rightly, questions are being asked on what the
state government is doing to support the company,
given there will be massive upheaval and disruption
with respect to sky rail. I therefore ask the minister for
this latest information, as it is critically important to
Australian Paper and its employees.

Dandenong electorate
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — (Question 7524)
My constituency question is for the Minister for
Industry. I ask: how will the Local Industry Fund for
Transition, known as LIFT, support workers,
communities and businesses affected by the closure of
large-scale passenger manufacturing in this state? In
particular, how will the $10 million LIFT-Melbourne’s
South-East help to create sustainable jobs and
contribute to the economic development in my
electorate and those surrounding it?

Ringwood electorate
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) — (Question 7525) My
constituency question is for the minister for higher
education in consultation with the Minister for Roads
and Road Safety. Will apprentices who are enrolled in
the certificate III in landscape construction course
receive the trade apprentice registration discount from
VicRoads, as applies to other listed approved
qualifications such as bricklaying, general construction
and stone masonry, where apprentices have purchased
vehicles and need them to carry tools and travel
between job sites, and when will these apprentices
receive equality with other apprentices?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I suggest to
honourable members that when they are asking a
constituency question, they ask one question, not two
questions.

Carrum electorate
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) — (Question 7526) My
constituency question is for the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety. When will the upgrade to the intersection
of Wedge Road and Frankston-Dandenong Road in
Carrum Downs be completed? As the minister knows,
this intersection has been at the centre of too many
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accidents. The upgrade is well overdue. It is wholly
regrettable that years of inaction by the previous
government left members of the local community
feeling voiceless in their campaign for these important
safety upgrades. I am proud that the Andrews Labor
government is getting on with improving the safety of
my local area. I know my local community is very keen
to hear when this important upgrade of the Wedge
Road intersection will be completed.

Prahran electorate
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — (Question 7527) I
recently asked Prahran residents to submit constituency
questions for me to ask in Parliament, and planning and
development was a common issue raised, so my
constituency question to the Minister for Planning on
behalf of residents is: what is the government’s plan to
address the pressures brought by development in the
Prahran electorate? Residents are concerned about how
infrastructure will cope and how the community will
remain livable. The rapid growth of the Forrest Hill
area and lack of investment in South Yarra station is
just one example of where investment is not keeping up
with population growth, with the same issues around
local school capacity, community services and open
spaces.
The government’s bottom line is benefitting from
stamp duty thanks to development. It is only reasonable
that the community expect some of that to be returned
in investments. Residents are concerned that
neighbourhood character is maintained and that local
planning laws are respected by both the government
and the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal.
There have been a number of outstanding planning
amendments before the minister that have not been
approved. How the government responds to increased
development is essential to keeping Prahran livable.

Macedon electorate
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — (Question 7528) My
constituency question is for the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety. Earlier this year pedestrian lights were
installed on Main Road, Romsey, fulfilling an election
commitment and providing a much-needed safe
crossing, especially for children on their way to
Romsey Primary School. I was also pleased that the
minister for roads committed to a study of the Main
Road and Barry Street intersection in Romsey to
determine the most effective traffic management
solution for this notorious intersection. I know that this
commitment is a priority for delivery in 2016–17, and
my question for the minister is: when will this study
start?
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Forest Hill electorate
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — (Question 7529) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Education.
The state government has on numerous occasions
announced with much fanfare that it is funding and
proceeding with asbestos removal in all state schools.
One of my state schools, Vermont Primary School, has
buildings that contain asbestos and even has signs on
the front of the buildings denoting this fact. However,
the school has heard nothing in relation to the asbestos
removal and nothing has been done since the 2014
election. My community is anxious to know what the
government is doing to deliver on its election promise
and what, if anything, the school needs to do in order to
have the asbestos removed from the school. My
question is: when will the asbestos be removed from
Vermont Primary School?

Pascoe Vale electorate
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) —
(Question 7530) My constituency question is for the
Minister for Education, and the question I ask is: what
is the status of St Oliver Plunkett Primary School’s
application for a capital grant under the Victorian
government’s capital funding program for
non-government schools?
The Andrews Labor government has committed
$120 million to help build and upgrade Catholic and
independent schools in Victoria, with the funding going
to non-government schools which have the greatest
needs. Last year in an adjournment debate I asked the
Minister for Education to accompany me on a visit to
St Oliver Plunkett Primary School and to meet with the
principal, Mr Alan Sweeney, parents and, most
importantly, students to discuss the urgent need for
their facilities, particularly their school hall, to be
upgraded. I also invited Stephen Elder, director of the
Catholic Education Office, to join me on this visit,
which he did.
As was demonstrated during our visit, there is an urgent
need to upgrade the facilities at this school, particularly
the school hall. This is indeed a fabulous parish
community and a fabulous school community that is in
desperate need of assistance.
Ms Ward — On a point of order, Deputy Speaker, I
seek your guidance. I am curious to know what your
thoughts are on the constituency question from the
member for Ringwood, where she directed her question
to three ministers — being the Minister for Education,
the minister for higher education and the Minister for
Roads and Road Safety — in addition to asking two
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questions within that question. It seems a bit like a
one-for-three deal, and I seek your guidance on that.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
honourable member directed the question to the one
minister but said in her contribution that that should be
done in consultation with the other ministers. The
constituency question is in order.

LAND (REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS — REGIONAL VICTORIA
LAND) BILL 2016
Introduction and first reading
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to revoke
permanent reservations of certain land at Burkes Flat,
Campbelltown, Lake Charm and Walpeup and to revoke a
related Crown grant and for other purposes.

Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — I ask the minister to
provide a brief explanation further to the long title.
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water) — The purposes of the bill are to
revoke the permanent reservation and related Crown
grant of certain mechanics institute land at Burkes Flat,
to revoke permanent reservations of certain watering
purposes land at Campbelltown, to revoke permanent
reservations of certain mechanics institute land at Lake
Charm and to revoke the permanent reservation of
certain agricultural research station land at Walpeup.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2016
Introduction and first reading
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use) Act
1992, the Domestic Animals Act 1994, the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act 1986, the Public Administration Act
2004, the Veterinary Practice Act 1997 and the Wildlife Act
1975 and for other purposes.

Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — I ask the minister to
provide a brief explanation of the bill.
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Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — It is
challenging to provide a brief explanation for this bill.
The bill makes a number of amendments to various acts
that are the responsibility of the Minister for
Agriculture and go to the ongoing work around dogs
that are declared restricted breed, further work around
the Game Management Authority, issues around the
use of chemicals and the appropriate use of those
chemicals, and further amendments around improving
protection for the prevention of cruelty to animals.
There are a number of elements to this bill that
obviously will be provided in further detail when the
bill is second read.
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ongoing problems with overcrowding, reliability and
lack of peak-hour services at Hawksburn, Toorak and
Armadale stations;
a temporary timetable has been introduced, as part of the
level crossing removal project, increasing train services
to approximately every 5 minutes during morning and
afternoon peak; and
the temporary timetable is due to expire in mid-2016.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria permanently retain the current
peak-hour service levels for Hawksburn, Toorak and
Armadale stations.

By Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) (250 signatures).

Motion agreed to.

Sandringham Hospital

Read first time.

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Notices of motion
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! Notice of
motion 2 will be removed from the notice paper unless
members wishing their notice to remain advise the
Clerk in writing before 2.00 p.m. today.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Special religious instruction
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents in the Eildon electorate draws to the
attention of the house that the government has scrapped
special religious instruction (SRI) in Victorian government
schools during school hours.
Prior to the last election, Daniel Andrews and Labor said they
would not scrap SRI during school hours in Victorian
government schools.
Daniel Andrews and James Merlino have announced that they
will break their promise and will only allow SRI to occur
outside of school hours or during lunchbreaks.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria ensure that the Andrews government
reverses its broken promise and allows students attending
government schools to attend SRI during school hours.

By Ms McLEISH (Eildon) (11 signatures).

Prahran electorate rail services

The petition of the residents of Bayside, Kingston and
metropolitan Melbourne draws to the attention of the
Legislative Assembly the possible plans to cut back
emergency department services at the Sandringham Hospital.
The petitioners therefore respectfully request that the
Legislative Assembly of Victoria calls on the Victorian
government to maintain the vital 24-hour emergency
department services at the Sandringham Hospital to meet the
health needs of the local community and the southern region
of Melbourne.

By Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham)
(7250 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Sandringham be considered next day
on motion of Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Eildon be considered next day on
motion of Ms McLEISH (Eildon).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Prahran be considered next day on
motion of Mr HIBBINS (Prahran).

ELECTORAL MATTERS COMMITTEE
Conduct of 2014 Victorian state election
Ms ASHER (Brighton) presented report, together
with appendices, extract from proceedings, minority
report and transcripts of evidence.

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

Tabled.

The petition of the users of Hawksburn, Toorak and
Armadale train stations draws to the attention of the house:

Ordered that report, appendices, extract from
proceedings and minority report be published.
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SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS
COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 6
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) presented Alert
Digest No. 6 of 2016 on:
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016
Appropriation (Parliament 2016–2017) Bill 2016
Education and Training Reform Amendment
(Miscellaneous) Bill 2015
Infant Viability Bill 2015
Justice Legislation (Evidence and Other Acts)
Amendment Bill 2016
Land (Revocation of Reservations —
Metropolitan Land) Bill 2016
Local Government (Greater Geelong City
Council) Bill 2016
Public Administration Amendment (Public
Sector Communication Standards) Bill 2016
Road Management Amendment (Bus Stop
Delivery Powers) Bill 2016
Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and
Supervision) Amendment (Community Safety)
Bill 2016
Victorian Funds Management Corporation
Amendment Bill 2016
Witness Protection Amendment Bill 2016
together with appendices.
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Subdivision Act 1988 — SR 30
Transfer of Land Act 1958 — SRS 29, 30

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Documents under s 15
in relation to Statutory Rules 28, 29, 30, 31
Wildlife Act 1975:
Wildlife (Prohibition of Game Hunting) Notice
(Gazette S99 17 April 2016)
Wildlife (Prohibition of Game Hunting) Amendment
Notice (Gazette S111 24 April 2016).

The following proclamations fixing operative dates
were tabled by the Clerk in accordance with an Order
of the House dated 24 February 2015:
Justice Legislation Further Amendment Act 2016 — Whole
Act (except ss 4, 5, 6 and 8 and Part 5) — 1 May 2016
(Gazette S114 26 April 2016)
Public Health and Wellbeing Amendment (Safe Access
Zones) Act 2015 — Whole Act — 2 May 2016 (Gazette S114,
26 April 2016).

ROYAL ASSENT
Message read advising royal assent to Health
Complaints Bill 2016.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Program
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
move:

Tabled.
Ordered to be published.

DOCUMENTS

That, under standing order 94(2), the orders of the day,
government business, relating to the following bills be
considered and completed by 7.00 p.m. on Wednesday,
4 May 2016:
House Contracts Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016

Tabled by Clerk:
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission —
Operation Ord: An investigation into the conduct of officers
of the Department of Education and Training, in connection
with the use of ‘banker schools’ and related activities —
Ordered to be published
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 — Notice under
s 32(3)(a)(iii) in relation to Statutory Rule 31 (Gazette G17
28 April 2016)
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Bail Act 1977 — SR 26
Building Act 1993 — SR 31
Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 — SR 27
Non-Emergency Patient Transport Act 2003 — SR 28

Land (Revocation of Reservations — Metropolitan
Land) Bill 2016
Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill
2016.

In making a few comments on the government business
program that is before the house, obviously we have
had to have a slightly changed week this week in order
to accommodate the sitting last week for the budget.
This week is a two-day week — today and
tomorrow — and the three bills which were
commenced last Wednesday when the house sat for the
budget will be completed by 7.00 p.m. tomorrow
evening.
I indicate to the house, and I have already indicated this to
the opposition, that we would also be seeking that a lot of
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today and tomorrow be set aside for debating the budget
bills, particularly the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill
2016. I have no doubt that there will be much interest and
debate from members of the house on that bill. Also, part
of tomorrow will need to be devoted to dealing with the
motions I have just given notice of, including one
establishing the arrangements for a special sitting of the
house to deal with the significant issue of addressing the
apology for those who were affected by the law at the time
around the criminalisation of homosexuality.
Secondly, there is the sessional order change. It may
seem to be a minor change in going from ringing the
bells for 3 minutes to ringing them for 4 minutes, but
that is to accommodate the changed arrangements we
now have in the Parliament for members
accommodation, now that the beloved chook house has
seen its last days. There are building works afoot and
alternative accommodation has been made available,
and we need to provide a little bit of additional time so
that members are able to participate in their duty as
members of Parliament and vote on bills or procedural
matters before the house. I hope that is something that
can be supported, and we will have that matter dealt
with tomorrow. As I said, in the meantime the balance
of time will be devoted to debate on the Appropriation
(2016–2017) Bill 2016.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — This motion for a
government business program is yet another illustration
of the folly of the way in which the government
handled the rearrangement of the sittings of this
Parliament following the announcement that the
commonwealth budget would be delivered today.
Instead of following the logical and sensible course of
bringing forward the whole of this sitting week to last
week and then operating a normal sitting week, as we
know, the government decided to sit for just one day
last week and two days this week. That had the
consequence that it was impossible for the government
to bring in a government business program that
straddled the two weeks because standing
order 94(2)(a) provides for a government business
program to relate to matters to be completed in a
particular sitting week.
So we now have the rather absurd situation of a
government business program to deal with three bills,
the vast bulk of which were already dealt with last
week. That is assuming that the government continues
to breach its own election promise about making
consideration in detail a standard part of every bill. The
upshot is that, from what the Leader of the House has
indicated, although this is what is being proposed on the
government business program, the government’s
intention is in fact to devote the vast majority of today
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and tomorrow to consideration of the budget,
potentially including the Appropriation (Parliament
2016–2017) Bill 2016.
Obviously on this side of the house we are keen to get
on with debating the budget and exposing its flaws and
its failures. We got off to a flying start with that last
Wednesday, and we on this side of the house are keen
to continue to expose to the community of Victoria the
many failings of the budget: its high taxation and, not
withstanding that, its lack of provision of many
essential services; and the failures of many of the
infrastructure projects that are contained in it. We are
keen to get on and debate the budget and hold the
government to account over it. It is regrettable that the
government did not act in the most sensible way and
bring forward the entirety of this sitting week to last
week so that the government business program would
bear some relationship to the main business of the
house for the week.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — It is a delight
to be able to stand up and debate the budget. The
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016 is the main bill to
be debated in this house this week, and what it goes to
is the big picture that the Andrews Labor government is
providing. We are going to redesign the face of the
world’s most livable city through our transport
initiatives. We have initiatives where families can see
where they fit into the big picture. Business supports it,
and individuals support it.
This is what the government brings to this Parliament.
The budget also has a fair go for people, and it is
wrapped up with a AAA rating. This is the debate. We
hear the manager of opposition business saying it is
absurd. This is one of the most critical opportunities
that we have — that we are able to speak on behalf of
the big-picture proposition and the strategy and vision
of the Andrews government and also speak on behalf of
all of our constituencies. This is one of the greatest
responsibilities and opportunities that members are
given in this Parliament — a 15-minute contribution on
these debates. Let us not have any more sophistry or
any more manufactured outrage.
Can you imagine what Scott Morrison would give to
have the response that the Victorian government has
had to its budget, right across the various stakeholders
and even the critics? Let us get it right. It is much more
exciting to be a Victorian. That is the call.
There are also the other bills that we have had
contributions on, which will continue. That includes the
Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill
2016. This bill is important because it includes the
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proposition of increasing the maximum penalty for a
corporate body found guilty of an offence of reckless
endangerment. The budget involves the principles, the
vision and the goals of the government, and then there
are the different pieces of legislation that underwrite
those values. That is what we have the opportunity to
continue the debate with today.
There is also the Land (Revocation of Reservations —
Metropolitan Land) Bill 2016. The Minister for
Planning gave the big picture on how this can help
transform the inner city. We can put together a package
for public, private and social housing — a
redevelopment that is important — and there can be a
sporting hub as well. What do we want? We want our
kids to be involved in teams, not gangs. That is the
opportunity that we are giving to people. Here is
another way that can be done.
Then there is the House Contracts Guarantee Repeal
Bill 2016. We also have a motion for a special sitting
regarding the apology for the criminalisation of
homosexuality in the past. Here again is the big picture
being played out by the Andrews government. People
in Victoria can see that here is the financial
management, here is how we are going to redesign the
world’s most livable city through transport and here are
the various initiatives right across each electorate and
how people can be part of them.
I say to the opposition: it would be a change, and it
would be welcomed by the people of Victoria, if we did
not just have fear every time — if we did not just have
contributions in question time based on fear, as we had
again today. Can we have a little bit of fairness? Can
members see the bigger picture and see where they can
make a contribution on behalf of their constituency? I
know people did not get everything they wanted. That
is the nature of what happens. We know and understand
that. But if we keep driving, as the government will, on
issues of showing families, individuals and businesses
where they fit into the big picture and how they can be
a part of it, that is what the community wants, and that
is the leadership that Labor is giving. I commend the
government business program to the house.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — The Greens will not be
opposing the government business program in this
instance. We did not oppose it last week, so when it is
revisited this week we will again not oppose it. Three
bills are up on the government business program, and
then there will be debate on the budget. I will save my
remarks on the budget for when it comes time to debate
it. A number of motions have been put forward by the
Leader of the House, including one regarding changing
the sessional orders and one for an apology regarding
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the criminalisation of homosexuality in the past, which
I welcome. As I said, the Greens will not be opposing
the government business program.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I am delighted to
make a few contributions in relation to this week’s
government business program. As the Leader of the
House has indicated, we will be allocating some time
tomorrow to discuss the additional time required for the
ringing of the bells as a consequence of the fact that
those of us who are refugees from the chook house
have been spread to the seven corners of this great
institution. Some of us are quite close to the back door
and some of us are not, and it is important that those of
us who are further away and might not be nimble or
fleet of foot have the opportunity to make their way to
the chamber in an orderly time and not risk a workplace
injury.
I am surprised in relation to today. Traditionally today
would be the day when you would normally expect that
the shadow Treasurer would lead the response to the
government’s budget. I am quite surprised that the
member for Malvern is not speaking today. Indeed I am
quite surprised that for the first question time after the
budget was handed down there was not one question
from the member for Malvern — not one. It is
interesting that in his previous contribution the member
for Malvern talked at length about the need to scrutinise
the budget, to hold the government to account and to
hold the executive to account, and the fact that there
was a need to properly scrutinise the budget. Yet when
provided with an opportunity to provide his response to
the budget, he went off like a rocket at that very first
moment.
The member for Malvern did not really look at the
budget papers; he did not do any forensic analysis of
the budget papers. Bang, off he went like a cracker. But
he fell flat, and those of us who have to sit here on
chamber duty should really be paid danger money
when we have to sit here and listen to the drivel and the
tripe that comes out of the mouth of the member for
Malvern. It was just clichés and platitudes writ large,
and it totally ignored the fact that there was a
substantive piece of work that had been placed before
the Parliament in relation to the budget papers. I was
surprised that the member for Malvern did not take the
opportunity to work his way diligently through the
budget papers and to provide us all with a great
opportunity today to listen to his response. Instead it
was just the sort of raving histrionics from the Costello
school of political theatre that we were subjected to last
week.
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But leaving that to one side, like many other members I
am thoroughly looking forward to making a
contribution in relation to the great budget that was
handed down last week. If you look at the shambles that
is the federal budget and the federal government, you
realise that this budget is a great budget. I think all of us
will be quite interested to see ScoMo when he gets to
his feet tonight to deliver his budget to find out what on
earth the federal government is going to come up with
now and how it will short-change Victoria, as it
consistently does.
Leaving that to one side, we will have a great
opportunity today and tomorrow to talk about this
budget. I am heartily looking forward to listening to
those opposite welcome this great piece of financial
stewardship in action — a AAA credit rating, a strong
budget surplus — delivering on the promises that the
government took to the election in 2014 but coming up
with sensible policies that will expand and grow the
economy and create a fairer and more just community
as well.
We have three bills on the government business
program. Most of those bills were dealt with last week,
as those opposite would know, but there is still an
opportunity for other members to make a contribution if
they feel so inclined. It is a very good, solid business
program. It demonstrates this government’s credentials
and that it is getting on with it. As I said, I am surprised
that the member for Malvern is not here. He appears to
have gone into the witness protection program. I am not
sure if we will see him for the rest of the week. I hope
we do. I do miss him. I do like it when he gets a bit
carried away. It is a bit of colour and movement for all
of us to sit back and enjoy. I commend the government
business program.
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — I rise to speak on
the government business program for what has been a
very disjointed and disorganised sitting. Three bills
were debated last week, and debate on those bills has
been largely finished. This week we will concentrate on
the budget and on a number of motions with regard to
sessional orders and to an apology.
As far as the budget goes, the member for Essendon
waxed lyrical about the budget, as did the member for
Broadmeadows. I can tell members I certainly will not
be doing that. For two years running communities in
my electorate have not received a dollar of funding in
the state budget, and I will touch on that in — —
Mr Pearson interjected.
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Mr KATOS — The member for Essendon says,
‘Rubbish’. I find the motion about ringing the bells for
4 minutes curious. Perhaps the member for Essendon
should talk to the member for Ripon and the member
for South-West Coast about where their office is and try
to get over the dome in high heels in 3 minutes, as they
used to. The offices that have been put in the car park
are not as far away as the chook house was. It is a very
similar distance. I know you have to get through control
headquarters downstairs, but I do not see why we need
4 minutes instead of 3 minutes. I am sure we will
debate that, considering there are members in the
building who are further away than some of the
members of the government who have been moved, but
obviously they have sooked and cried to the Leader of
the House that they need their 4 minutes. We look
forward to debating that motion. But as we said, we
will not be opposing the government business program
on this occasion.
Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Highlands Movie Night
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) — I rise to congratulate the
Highlands Community Residents Group and Mount
Ridley P–12 College on this year’s Highlands Movie
Night. The executive and members of the Highlands
Community Residents Group and local Mount Ridley
students work tirelessly every year to make each annual
movie night bigger and better for our community, and
this year was no exception. Despite wet weather
delaying this year’s movie night, around 300 locals
turned out to Highlands Lake Reserve on 16 April to
enjoy a wide range of free family entertainment and
view the film Pixels.
Events like this are a great way to bring residents of our
growing community together for both family-friendly
entertainment and to raise funds in support of Mount
Ridley College and the Highlands residents group. I
would like to acknowledge the significant efforts of
Stuart Hodgson, president of the Highlands Community
Residents Group, and the work he does to make this
event such a success. I am delighted that this year’s
movie night was such a success, and I look forward to
continuing to support this event for many years to
come.

Anzac Day
Ms SPENCE — On another matter, congratulations
to Craigieburn State Emergency Service unit, the
Epping RSL Sub-branch, community leader Kevin
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O’Callaghan and everyone involved in this year’s
Anzac Day service. Thousands of local residents turned
out in a significant show of respect for those who
fought for our country. It was fantastic to have local
World War II veteran Bert Foster attend and to lay the
veterans wreath. I look forward to the service moving
to its new home at Craigieburn Park in 2017, where I
hope even more local families will participate.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan) — The Premier
must not overrule his Minister for Emergency Services
and agree to the Country Fire Authority (CFA)
enterprise bargaining agreement in its current form. To
do so would completely undermine the tremendous
work of the 60 000 CFA volunteers across Victoria. In
many cases the CFA is a volunteer group that underpins
the fabric of many small towns by providing the
opportunity for locals to get together, train together and
protect their community in times of need. If the Premier
hands control to his mates at the United Firefighters
Union, it will be a complete betrayal of country
Victoria.

Moe (Albert Street) Primary School
Mr BLACKWOOD — Albert Street primary
school in Moe has once again been ignored by the
Andrews government. The staff, parents and students
have been battling with substandard conditions and
poor security, and this year’s budget provides no hope
that the Andrews government has listened to their
concerns. Many classrooms have poor ventilation and
leaking roofs, which means the students and staff are
putting up with mildew and the smell of rising damp.
The students and hardworking staff deserve far more
from a government that claims to be making Victoria
an education state.

Neerim District Secondary College
Mr BLACKWOOD — Neerim District Secondary
College has been ignored by the Andrews government,
which has failed to provide funding for a much-needed
upgrade to its facilities. Many classrooms are part of the
original build from back in the 1960s and are in
desperate need of replacement. The former coalition
government provided $300 000 for a new science and
technology wing in 2012. The Andrews government
has done nothing to continue the upgrade of the
facilities at the Neerim District Secondary College.
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Burnside Children’s and Community Centre
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit) — Last month I had the
pleasure of attending the opening of Burnside
Children’s and Community Centre in my electorate of
Kororoit. This brand-new facility offers two new
community spaces which can be hired for community
activities. It also provides much-needed child care for
City of Melton residents through three-year-old and
four-year-old kinder and occasional child care. There
are also services for new parents, with maternal and
child care parenting groups, playgroups and early
childhood intervention services. It was wonderful to be
able to attend the opening of such vital community
infrastructure. I know the residents of Burnside and the
City of Melton will be able to access bigger and better
community and childcare facilities as a result of the
new centre.

Bon Thomas Reserve
Ms KAIROUZ — On another topic, I recently
attended the Bon Thomas Reserve to announce a
$100 000 Community Sports Infrastructure Fund grant
to deliver the Bon Thomas sports change rooms. The
Labor government’s Community Sports Infrastructure
Fund is giving communities all over Victoria the
state-of-the-art sport and recreation facilities we
promised. This grant will help build a new change room
facility, including sports change rooms for players,
officials and spectators; amenities; storage space; and
outdoor seating and shade for spectators. Grassroots
sport is the lifeblood of Kororoit suburbs, and it was
delightful to be able to be there to announce this
much-needed funding.

Gurmat Samagam and Sports Event
Ms KAIROUZ — I also congratulate Gurdarshan
Singh and the organisers at the Sikh temple in
Plumpton for organising their annual sports and cultural
event on Sunday, 1 May, and I thank them for their
contribution to the multicultural fabric of our society.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) — The
well-publicised enterprise bargaining agreement (EBA)
negotiations with the United Firefighters Union (UFU)
and the proposed changes that will impact on the
Country Fire Authority (CFA) and its 60 000 volunteers
have sent a shiver down the spine of the members of
my local brigades. In the past fortnight I have been
contacted by many brigade representatives from
Glenaladale, Mallacoota, Bemm River, Lakes Entrance,
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Maffra, Paynesville, Heyfield, Sarsfield, Woodglen,
Bairnsdale and Hillside. More often than not it has been
either the captains or senior brigade members. Their
commentary has been quite similar. They want no
transfer of any powers from the CFA to the UFU, they
want no diminishing of responsibilities and they want
no changes that will impact on their ability to protect
their communities. If any of these areas are
compromised by the current negotiations with the UFU,
large numbers of volunteers, many long-serving, have
threatened to walk away from the organisation.

address to a joint sitting of this Parliament would befit
such an occasion, honouring our economic and cultural
development and the exchange of our most valuable
asset — our people. One of Australia’s greatest gifts to
the world is the opportunity provided to so many
families, including my own, for the pursuit of happiness
beyond the burden of history. Former Prime Minister
John Howard described Australia as:

This would be a tragedy for country communities, as
our local brigades do so much more than defend our
assets from fires. They are involved in servicing our
country communities in many, many other areas. They
are members of a very proud organisation that has
served our communities well for generations and which
does not want to be dictated to in any way, shape or
form. When we have raised questions on the EBA
clauses that directly relate to the transfer of powers or
the diminishing of CFA powers, the Premier and the
minister’s only comments have been that no agreement
has been reached and that negotiations are continuing
towards a fair deal. We want the comment added that
we will not entertain the transfer of any responsibilities
or anything that will diminish the decision-making
powers of the CFA.

… Australia without the Irish … would be unimaginable …
Australia without the Irish would be unthinkable, Australians
without the Irish would be unspeakable.

Easter Rising centenary
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — A lone piper
laments Yeats’s birth of a terrible beauty as four
children representing Ireland’s provinces place
daffodils on the steps of Dublin’s bullet-riddled GPO, a
centrepiece of the centenary commemorations for the
seminal event in the country’s independence — the
Easter Rising. President Michael D. Higgins lays a
wreath on behalf of the Irish people in honour of all
who died. Earlier he described the rebels not as
‘abstract or mythical figures’ but as:
… city clerks and shopkeepers; rural farmers and labourers;
Catholics and Protestants, whose voices made the call for a
new and reimagined Ireland.

Under an icy blue sky contested history is set aside at a
cemetery, where the British ambassador’s handwritten
note accompanying his wreath offers:
… respect and admiration for Ireland, and thankfulness that a
turbulent past has been transformed into a settled friendship
as befits good neighbours.

The Irish government invited me to Dublin for the
centenary commemorations. Meeting President Higgins
I suggested he come to Australia. Sure enough his
office is keen for a state visit next year. A presidential

… the most spectacular component of the Irish diaspora.

His predecessor Paul Keating declared:

Thankfully they were both right.

Anzac Day
Mr WELLS (Rowville) — Last Monday, 25 April,
I had the incredible honour of attending Anzac Day
commemorations in Gallipoli along with the member
for Buninyong, Geoff Howard, and Khalil Eideh, a
member for Western Metropolitan Region in the
Legislative Council. You read many books and
newspapers and you watch documentaries and news
reports, but it is not until you are there that you realise
the impossible task the Australians and New Zealanders
faced when they arrived on the shores of Gallipoli to
take on the might of the Turkish army perched high on
top of the hills. You also do not realise the involvement
of other countries in the Gallipoli battle, such as
involvement from France, England and India, which
had units from what is now Pakistan and Bangladesh.
The Turkish government, army and police did an
exceptional job in welcoming us, keeping us well
informed and keeping us safe. There is a real friendship
between our two countries.
The dawn service near Anzac Cove was a moving
experience and so very well done. The keynote speech
by Australia’s Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, the
Honourable Dan Tehan, was exceptional; it was a
speech his mother would have been very proud of. The
strong involvement of the New Zealanders reinforced
the bond between our two countries. We laid wreaths
on behalf of the Victorian Parliament, which was a
fitting tribute to the brave soldiers who fought at
Gallipoli. Special thanks must go to the Australian
ambassador to Turkey, James Larsen, and his
hardworking staff, who made sure the dawn service
was well presented and respected.
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Penalty rates
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Local
Government) — I rise to talk about penalty rates and
how the workers in my electorate may be affected into
the future. Branimir Rozankovic is a local resident of
Sydenham who works in a local retail shop at
Watergardens. He relies on his penalty rates to support
himself in day-to-day life and particularly in his quest
to go to university. Penalty rates compensate people
like Branimir for working unsociable hours during
weekends, on public holidays and on shift work whilst
the rest of us spend valuable time with our family and
friends.
A reduction in penalty rates is likely to hurt our
award-reliant, low-paid workers, including young
workers and women, who make up more than half the
workforce in the retail and hospitality sectors. If Sunday
penalty rates were to be cut to the Saturday rate, then
workers could lose up $105 a week. This would make it
very difficult for those workers to make ends meet or
for this particular resident to continue to support
himself through university.
This is why the Andrews Labor government has made a
submission to the Fair Work Commission on penalty
rates, because we stand up for Victoria’s most
vulnerable workers. Retail, hospitality and
accommodation workers should not be treated any less
favourably than workers of other sectors, creating an
unfair, two-tier system of entitlements and an
underclass of Australian workers. Victorians do not
need any more cuts from the Turnbull government;
they need a government that protects their working
conditions.

Australia First Party
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — The Australia First Party
has applied to register the Eureka flag as its logo for the
upcoming election. It is from Sydney. What on earth
does it know about Ballarat, the Eureka Stockade or the
Eureka flag? How dare it attempt to appropriate the flag
of the goldfields for its grubby political extremist
purposes? In my inaugural speech I talked about the
significance of Eureka. Peter Lalor’s words continue to
inspire:
If democracy means opposition to a tyrannical press, a
tyrannical people or a tyrannical government, then I have ever
been, I am still, and will ever remain, a democrat.

I note in passing that after Eureka Peter Lalor became a
member of the Victorian Legislative Council — in fact
President of that place. He was not on the Labor side of
the aisle.
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A contemporary account of Eureka by Raffaello
Carboni stressed the importance of Eureka and its flag:
I hate the oppressor, let him wear a red, blue, white or black
coat. [And so I call on you] all my fellow-diggers, irrespective
of nationality, religion and colour, to salute the Southern
Cross as the refuge of all the oppressed from all countries on
earth.

The Australia First Party rejects this. It rejects
multiculturalism, it opposes immigration and it is
behind the violent protests in Bendigo against the
building of a mosque. Its website promotes United
Patriots Front rallies — rallies such as the anti-Islam
rally. Eureka is a story of democracy, of representation,
of Australia. Australia First is none of these things and
must not be allowed to use the flag on ballot papers.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! Just to let the
member for Ripon know, the Honourable Peter Lalor
was a Speaker here in this chamber, not the upper
house.

Luke Johansson
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — I take this
opportunity to acknowledge the life and very sad
passing of Luke Johansson. While I did not have the
opportunity to meet Luke, it was through an outpouring
of grief and love from so many local residents that I
came to know his story and how he would brighten up
the lives of those around him. Recently I met the
Johansson family and spent some time with Luke’s
parents, Debbie and Walter, and his siblings, Matthew
and Petera, along with Luke’s friends Erin Glover and
her partner Stephen, who reflected on the many
memories they shared.
What was clear to me was the warm and loving family
environment that underpinned Luke’s upbringing and
the remarkable person he came to be. Luke attended
Nola Barber Kindergarten, Aspendale Primary School
and Mordialloc College. From a young age he showed
a quick wit and cheeky attitude that would carry him all
his years and that endeared him to others. Luke took an
interest in the issues of the day, and friends and family
would know they were in for a marathon debate on a
particular issue. As one of Luke’s mates said, ‘Every
time I saw Luke he would make me feel good about
being me and engage me in the deepest of intellectual
conversations that he loved having so much. The man
had a huge brain and an even bigger heart’.
What was truly amazing was the outpouring of love and
support from the wider community. In a fortnight
hundreds of people raised over $20 000 in support of
the Johansson family. On the day that Luke was
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farewelled, over 600 people came together to reflect on
a young man who left such an impact in his 26 years of
life. This is a deeply sad time for the Johansson family,
but I hope that there is comfort and pride in the
knowledge that their son and brother was loved by so
many.

Shepparton mother-baby unit
Ms SHEED (Shepparton) — On 19 April I and
other advocates from the Shepparton region travelled to
Melbourne to visit the Tweddle Child and Family
Health Service. This service provides assistance to
families during pregnancy and with their school-age
children who are facing multiple challenges and are in
urgent need of therapeutic support. Tweddle is a public
hospital with the goal of supporting families and
children by providing a range of services from a sleep
school through to frontline in-home and residential
intervention for babies, toddlers and their families.
There has been strong advocacy for many years for the
establishment of a mother-baby unit such as this in
Shepparton. The visit to Tweddle provided us with a
vision of how such a unit might look in a rural
community such as Shepparton. The evidence is that in
our region access to services is delayed, interventions
are delayed and critical infant brain development time
is wasted as infants wait for a professional parenting
assessment before stable parenting or care
arrangements can commence. Travelling to
metropolitan centres creates considerable hardship and
results in many people not seeking the support they
need.
The need is great. We have the highest teenage
pregnancy rate in Victoria. We have low levels of
breastfeeding. We have high levels of disadvantage.
Mothers and babies leave hospital usually only one or
two days after delivery, and many find themselves
unsupported and unable to cope. We need a service like
Tweddle in Shepparton. We will renew our business
plan and keep knocking on the door of government to
contribute to the recurrent funding required to run a best
practice child and family residential service.

Women and Mentoring
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) — It was my great
pleasure to attend the launch of Women and Mentoring
(WAM) in the western suburbs on Wednesday,
30 March. I would like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge the hard work of chief executive Mary
Latham and chair Ann Polis that went into organising
this event and ensuring the smooth rollout of the
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Women and Mentoring program as it expands from the
City of Yarra to the western suburbs.
I was joined on the day by an executive director of the
Department of Justice and Regulation, Dr Peter Ewer;
the vice-president of the Western Bulldogs Football
Club, Susan Alberti; my predecessor in the seat of
Niddrie, Rob Hulls, now director of the Centre for
Innovative Justice at RMIT University; as well as
WAM mentors and supporters from the philanthropic
sector, including Patricia Burke from the Melbourne
Women’s Fund, an organisation which engages
Melbourne women in philanthropic causes for the
benefit of the community. Victoria Police was also very
well represented on the day.
This event was held at the Whitten Oval in Footscray,
and there could not have been a more iconic venue at
which to launch the expansion of the Women and
Mentoring program into Melbourne’s west. I have been
following Women and Mentoring’s work for several
years now, and I was fortunate enough to meet Mary
and Ann as well as board member Sam Payne in
February this year. Never has their work been so
relevant in our community, with record numbers of
women coming in contact with the justice system.
The Royal Commission into Family Violence handed
down its findings just the day before, and I was very
pleased to say that the Andrews Labor government will
be accepting all 227 recommendations. This was a
landmark moment for Victoria. It is important to
remember that many of the women who are coming in
contact with the justice system are victims themselves.
In fact around 70 per cent of the women that have
participated in the Women and Mentoring program
have experienced family violence. With this in mind,
imprisonment should be a punishment of last resort. I
would like to congratulate Mary and the WAM board
on the leadership their team is showing with the
expansion of WAM into the western suburbs.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) — Few issues
have generated as much commentary against the
government in the electorate of Gippsland South as the
Premier’s support for the United Firefighters Union
(UFU) over volunteer firefighters in the Country Fire
Authority (CFA). The coalition supports the work of all
firefighters in Victoria, both career and volunteer, but
the Andrews government is insulting volunteers as a
result of the deals made prior to the 2014 election, and
now the Premier has undermined his own minister by
cutting her out of the loop to make further secret
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backroom deals with the UFU. The UFU demands that
a new enterprise agreement include, among other
things, a UFU-run veto board, handing, in effect,
control of the CFA to the United Firefighters Union. A
UFU takeover would infringe on the rights of
volunteers and ultimately put in jeopardy CFA
volunteerism and the safety of Victorians — something
even the minister knows. Victorians deserve a Premier
who will govern in the best interests of the state, not in
the best interests of his union mates. I stand in support
of volunteers and a strong, independent CFA. I implore
the Labor government to do likewise.

Gippsland South electorate sporting facilities
Mr D. O’BRIEN — It was great to recently attend
the opening of two excellent local projects funded by
the former coalition government. The first was the new
R. W. May Pavilion at the Yarram Recreation Reserve.
The pavilion has a new function room, change rooms
and much-improved facilities for women and is a
wonderful facility for local user groups, including the
football and netball clubs, the cricket club, the
agriculture society and the camp draft association.
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of Aussie Rules football. So I am delighted to be able to
work with Frankston City Council to make sure that
Carrum Downs Auskick and all of Alex’s little
Auskickers will get the opportunity to share in and be
part of a wonderful new sporting facility in Carrum
Downs.
When I told Alex the terrific news about the state
government’s $l million for the new facility at Carrum
Downs, he said it brought tears to his eyes. I told him
that he was an inspiration for my trying to secure the
money for the new facility, and he told me, ‘I give it my
best. I’m just a dad that enjoys seeing others happy. I
wouldn’t change it for the world’. Well, Alex, your best
is incredible, and the Carrum Downs community is
very fortunate to have you.

Nunawading Swimming Club

On Sunday we officially opened new soccer lights and
netball courts at the Walter Tuck reserve in Mirboo
North, where the Tigers A-grade netball team unfurled
its 2015 flag on the new court. It was a great day for the
whole community, with all eight clubs involved in the
recreation reserve committee of management there to
celebrate these improved facilities.

Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — I wish to congratulate
the Nunawading Swimming Club on its recent success
at the Olympic trials in Adelaide. In particular I
congratulate swimmers Travis Mahoney, Josh Beaver
and Belinda Hocking and coach Rohan Taylor on their
inclusion in the Australian swim team for the 2016 Rio
Olympic Games. It will be the third Olympics for
Belinda, the second for Rohan and the first for Travis
and Josh. Well done also to all the other swimmers and
coaches who competed at the trials. Congratulations
also to club CEO Gary Barclay and all the staff and
volunteers at the club who work so hard to enable the
swimmers to compete.

Alex Paterson

Forest Hill Football Club

Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) — I am delighted to rise
today to recognise the extraordinary contribution to my
local Carrum Downs community by a very modest and
humble man, Alex Paterson. Among other things, Alex
runs the Carrum Downs Auskick clinic. He has done
this for years. The support he gives local families, many
of whom struggle financially, is immeasurable. He has
grown this clinic over many years, and families go
there because of Alex. Parents love Alex, and the kids
especially love Alex.
In the 2016–17 state budget more than $l million will
go towards a new sports and community pavilion at the
Carrum Downs Recreation Reserve. The new pavilion
will be home to Carrum Downs Auskick as well as a
whole host of other local sporting and community
clubs, but for Alex and Carrum Downs Auskick this is
special. This club does not have money like other clubs.
This club is full of young children from young families
who just want to get involved in their local community
and who want their kids to participate in the great sport

Mr ANGUS — Congratulations to the Forest Hill
Football Club, which recently kicked the highest score
in the Eastern Football League since 1971, kicking a
massive 54.26.350 in the club’s first home game this
year. Forest Hill forward Matthew Carnelley kicked
22 goals and 3 behinds as part of this huge win. I wish
Forest Hill Football Club and all its players and
supporters well for the 2016 season. I also thank the
tireless committee members and other volunteers who
work so hard week in and week out to ensure that the
club continues and that all the teams can take the field
on the weekend.

Parkmore Primary School
Mr ANGUS — I recently had the pleasure of
visiting Parkmore Primary School in my electorate of
Forest Hill and catching up with the grade 5 and 6
students. As part of their studies I spoke to the students
about my role and answered the many and varied
questions that they had. I thank teacher Daniel Clark
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and all the grade 5 and 6 students for the opportunity to
come and visit their classroom and wish them all well
for the rest of the year.

Anzac Day
Mr ANGUS — I was honoured to again attend the
Anzac Day dawn service at Blackburn RSL and lay a
wreath on behalf of the residents of the Forest Hill
electorate. As usual it was a well-attended service and
was followed by a hearty gunfire breakfast back at the
clubrooms. Congratulations to all those hardworking
club members and other volunteers involved in
organising this important event. Special congratulations
and thanks go to outgoing president Athol Wells, who
has done an outstanding job serving as branch president
for a remarkable 16 years.

Dandenong High School
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — I rise today to
share with the house the achievements of Dandenong
High School students who last month competed at the
VEX world championships in Louisville, Kentucky.
The tournament included 1072 teams from 31 different
countries. The 2016 VEX Worlds was the largest
robotics competition ever held in the world.
The Dandenong High School team members got the
opportunity to compete against the world’s best. They
placed a commendable 83rd, which is a truly great
achievement, given they were competing against teams
that have consistently attended the world
championships for the past five years. Gaining entry to
the tournament was itself a massive achievement, with
the team earning the right to represent Australia after
being named champions at the Australian national
championships in December last year.
Members may recall the students’ visit to Parliament
House earlier this year, when they showcased their
robot in Queen’s Hall alongside leading manufacturers
and innovators of Melbourne’s south east. The skills
they are learning are valuable and have exciting
real-world applications, and importantly these
opportunities exist in their own backyard. It is great to
see such passion for robotics, engineering and the
technologies of the future. The school and students
have done Australia and Dandenong proud on the
world stage. I am told team members are already
planning their next robot, as they aim to defend their
national title, and I cannot wait to see it in action.
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Arthurs Creek commemorative garden
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — I was delighted to join
the Arthurs Creek community on Sunday, 17 April, for
the opening of the Arthurs Creek Mechanics Institute
commemorative garden project. I took great pleasure in
unveiling the plaque dedicated to local community
members who were involved in World War I. The large
rock with a bronze plaque holding the names of the
World War I honour board takes pride of place in the
garden at the mechanics institute. This is offset by the
wonderful addition of ceramic doves and poppies
which were crafted by the students at the Arthurs Creek
and Strathewen primary schools. This really brings the
garden to life. I was delighted to listen to the
entertaining stories behind the names on the plaque,
which had been diligently researched by the committee.
The committee is to be commended for its great work
in researching war history and remembering those who
attended the Great War. I commend Peter Nankervis
and Collette Apted for their leadership roles. I thank
them and the committee for their efforts.

Maindample community park
Ms McLEISH — I was honoured to join the
Maindample community for the dedication of a soldier
memorial on Sunday, 24 April, at the Maindample
community park. I was humbled to unveil the
commemorative plaque. The community park is a
wonderful example of a community that has pulled
together over the last six or seven years to create a
beautiful and valuable space from the old school
grounds and horse paddock, which were neglected and
heavily overgrown. The work done to date is to be
commended, and I look forward to new trees being
planted for the avenue of honour once the drought
breaks.

Anzac Day
Ms McLEISH — Following the unveiling I headed
to Bonnie Doon, where I joined some 20 other
community members to make wreaths to lay at the
dawn service the following day. Never have I laid a
wreath that I have made, and never has the pressure to
perform been so great. This is a wonderful initiative,
great fun and very engaging for the community.

Saul Same
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I rise today to
acknowledge the great life and wonderful contribution
of Saul Same. Saul Same was a prominent businessman
in Melbourne’s Jewish community, and he built
Gloweave into a Melbourne household name. I seem to
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recall when I was much younger than I am today
wearing Gloweave shirts when I was working my way
through high school and university.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr PEARSON — They were light blue. After
serving with the Royal Australian Air Force in World
War II, Saul went to work in his father-in-law’s
clothing business after he had suffered a stroke. From
12 employees Saul created an iconic brand that featured
prominently on Graham Kennedy’s In Melbourne
Tonight.
I particularly want to single out Saul’s contribution to
the Victorian branch of the Australian Labor Party.
After the Labor Party split in 1955, state Labor went on
to lose nine successive state elections. One of the few
corporate supporters who supported our great party in
its most desperate hour was Saul. Just think about that:
he knew the party was a lost cause, but he never
wavered in his belief in the cause.
Saul also played a pivotal role in building modern
Melbourne Labor’s relationship with the Jewish
community in Israel, from which we have all been
beneficiaries. There can be no better epitaph than that
which was bestowed by Bill Shorten, who said, on
Saul’s passing, ‘Saul Same walked with kings but never
lost the common touch’. Vale, Saul Same.

Essendon Fields Expo
Mr PEARSON — I would also like to thank Chris
Cowan and Rod Gurry, who were instrumental in
arranging the open day on the weekend for Essendon
Fields, when 6500 people went through Essendon
Airport.

Easter Rising centenary
Mr PEARSON — I also would like to acknowledge
the Irish patriots who lost their lives 100 years ago in
the Easter Sunday uprising. Tone, Pearse and Connolly
struck a blow against English imperialism, and that led
to the foundation of the modern free Irish state, for
which we should all be terribly grateful.

South-West Coast electorate roads
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) — How on
earth could this government again ignore the parlous
state of roads in south-west Victoria? Not one line was
mentioned in last week’s budget for roads projects west
of Geelong, despite countless lobbying efforts by
communities and local leaders. Only last week I visited
Grasmere Primary School, and the teacher, Jodie
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Mackrell, asked grades 5 and 6 pupils what issues were
important to them. Unanimously they responded,
‘Roads’. This issue is so profound that even the
children are concerned as much as the adults. That is
truly a telling revelation. Every day residents and
tourists in my electorate put their lives at risk on roads
that are crumbling under the increasing freight volumes
of primary product going to domestic and export
markets, making billions of dollars for Victoria.

Warrnambool rail services
Ms BRITNELL — It is pleasing to see the budget
allocation for extra rail services to Warrnambool. We
need this now. We also need new rolling stock.
Passengers continue to endure uncomfortable trips on
dirty carriages dating back to the 1950s. This week, one
of the busiest weeks in my region’s calendar, shows
why we need this now. I am told the Melbourne to
Warrnambool service is crowded with passengers this
week and many of them are standing in the aisles. I am
saddened that this is how our visitors to the region will
start their stay.

Warrnambool May Racing Carnival
Ms BRITNELL — Our visitors are coming for the
spectacular Warrnambool May Racing Carnival being
held this week. I commend the club committee and
chief executive, Peter Downs, for their work. The
carnival is a most important event, generating millions
of dollars for our local economy, and the community
are proud of this event. More than 25 000 fans watch
the three-day spectacle trackside.

McKinnon Secondary College
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — Congratulations to
the students and staff at McKinnon Secondary College
for completing the sixth 24/7 Relay Challenge. The
24/7 relay is a charity event in which over 190 teams of
students and staff run, jog or walk around the school
oval in a relay format. The event raised more than
$60 000 for three very worthy causes. They are State
Schools Relief, the Royal Children’s Hospital
Foundation and the McKinnon Secondary College
building fund. I congratulate the students for organising
yet another fantastic event. Through their selfless
volunteerism the values that have been instilled in them
by their teachers and families were on display for all to
see. It is particularly important to acknowledge their
good work as we head into National Volunteer Week.
Well done to all involved.
McKinnon Secondary College is well into another big
year for the school community. The new $9 million
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Victorian certificate of education centre, funded in the
Andrews Labor government’s first budget, is in the
detailed design stage. Construction work is expected to
begin this year. The centre will mean better facilities
and greater capacity, which is particularly important for
McKinnon, with its school population now at more than
2000. The Andrews Labor government has handed
down yet another significant education budget,
demonstrating its strong commitment to making
Victoria the education state.

Geelong Women in Business
Mr EREN (Minister for Tourism and Major
Events) — Recently I was invited as a special guest to
the Geelong Women in Business launch at the Empire
Grill in Geelong. It was a fantastic night and a
wonderful opportunity for women to come together
from all different backgrounds, industries and
experience to provide a setting for women to share,
help and support each other in the business world. It is
important that we do our part to ensure we are
supporting women in many avenues, particularly
business. I thank Samantha Krajina and the team for
inviting me to be a part of the night, and I wish them all
the best in engaging and encouraging more women to
become involved.

Geelong technical school
Mr EREN — Also recently there was an exciting
day for Geelong with the Deputy Premier and Minister
for Education, the Minister for Training and Skills, the
member for Geelong and I officially announcing
Gordon Institute of TAFE in Geelong as one of the sites
of the innovative tech schools. The tech school
initiative is part of the Andrews Labor government’s
vision to inspire and train students in science,
technology, engineering and maths — or STEM, as
they are otherwise known — subjects so that they will
have the skills needed for future jobs.
The Geelong tech school, which will open in 2018, will
have its own industry focus on professional, scientific
and technical services, health care, social assistance and
construction with links to advanced manufacturing,
robotics, agriscience and business. It will be fitted with
the latest technology and hands-on experiences, giving
an extra 1700 students access to the skills and training
they need to flourish into the future from the new site.
Congratulations to Lisa Line, the CEO of The Gordon,
along with members of the board, and everyone who
has been involved for all the hard work they have put
in. Congratulations one and all.
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North-eastern suburbs rail services
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — Can I say that the
$140 million investment on the Hurstbridge line in the
Ivanhoe electorate to duplicate the 1.2 kilometres of
track between Heidelberg and Rosanna will end for all
time a century of delays and a century of an old rail
system that does not meet the modern demands of the
growing north-eastern suburbs. It is only an Andrews
Labor government that delivers that significant
investment that will provide for extra services between
Greensborough, Eltham and Ivanhoe and the city. This
has been a long time coming. It is a great project.
Anyone who has grown up in Ivanhoe, Heidelberg or
other north-eastern suburbs understands this project
absolutely. It is always the Labor government that
invests, as it has in the rail duplication between
Westgarth and Clifton Hill, extra stabling yards at
Eltham and public transport in the north-east.

STATE TAXATION AND OTHER ACTS
AMENDMENT BILL 2016
Statement of compatibility
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the ‘charter’), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the State Taxation
and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2016.
In my opinion, the State Taxation and Other Acts
Amendment Bill 2016, as introduced to the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with human rights as set out in the
charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.
Overview
The State Taxation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2016
(the bill) introduces budget measures and makes a number of
technical amendments to the following taxation and other
laws administered by the commissioner of state revenue
(commissioner) — the Duties Act 2000, the Land Tax Act
2005, the Payroll Tax Act 2007, the Taxation Administration
Act 1997, the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000, the Fire
Services Property Levy Act 2012 and the Planning and
Environment Act 1987.
The bill amends the Duties Act 2000 (Duties Act) to increase
the rate at which foreign purchaser additional duty will be
calculated, to clarify the intended scope of the definition of
‘residential property’ used to apply the foreign purchaser
additional duty, and to enable the commissioner to register a
charge on land where there is an unpaid duty liability arising
from a dutiable transaction in which a foreign purchaser has
obtained an interest in residential property.
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Amendments to the Fire Services Property Levy Act 2012
(FSPL act) clarify the definition of ‘farm land’ for the
purposes of the single farm enterprise exemption and extend
the $50 levy concession to additional classes of concession
card holders. Amendments to the FSPL act and the Planning
and Environment Act 1987 clarify the methodology used to
calculate the CPI adjustments needed for the annual
calculations of the fire services property levy fixed charge,
and metropolitan planning levy and growth areas
infrastructure contribution rates and thresholds.
An amendment to the Taxation Administration Act 1997
(Taxation Administration Act) allows the commissioner to
disclose tax-related information to a municipal council in
certain limited circumstances where leviable, but non-rateable
lands are located outside any municipal boundaries, and a
council requires this information to perform its functions
under the FSPL act.
The bill strengthens the framework for the recovery of
payments made under the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000
(FHOG act) by empowering the commissioner to recover the
grant from third parties and permitting substituted service of
documents in recovery proceedings. The FHOG act will also
be amended, consistent with existing provisions in the
Taxation Administration Act, to enable the commissioner to
disclose protected information to the Victorian Ombudsman,
where a FHOG applicant makes a complaint to the
Ombudsman and the commissioner has information relevant
to this matter.
There are amendments to the Payroll Tax Act 2007 to provide
an exemption for wages paid or payable to a displaced
apprentice or trainee and to vary the payroll tax thresholds.
The Land Tax Act 2005 (Land Tax Act) is amended to
increase the rate at which the land tax absentee owner
surcharge is charged and to extend the land tax exemption for
primary production land (PPL) in an urban zone to land
owned by certain family superannuation trusts. Technical
amendments are also made to the Land Tax Act to clarify the
operation of provisions relating to land held by absentee trusts
and to give effect to the increased surcharge rate.
The bill also amends the Mineral Resources (Sustainable
Development) Act 1990 to vary the royalties payable in
respect of lignite (brown coal).
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Amendments to the provisions governing the foreign
purchaser additional duty engage section 8(3) to the extent
that they apply to foreign purchasers who are foreign natural
persons. Under the Duties Act, a ‘foreign purchaser’ includes
a ‘foreign natural person’, defined to be a person who is not
an Australian citizen or permanent resident of Australia
(including a citizen of New Zealand).
Foreign purchasers, including foreign natural persons, will be
liable to pay the additional duty on property included under
the amended definition of ‘residential property’. The
definition of ‘residential property’ is being amended to
expressly include short-term accommodation and other
activities that may be indicative of ‘residential purposes’.
The amendments to the definition of residential property used
to apply the additional duty therefore engage and limit the
right to recognition and equality before the law because
differential taxation consequences are imposed on a taxpayer
who is a foreign natural person on the basis of their
nationality.
In my view these limitations are reasonable and justified in
accordance with section 7(2) of the charter because such
differential treatment is central to the purpose of the
additional duty, being to improve the affordability of housing
for Victorians by increasing the entry cost for foreign
purchasers in the Victorian residential housing market. These
amendments clarify the parameters for the additional duty and
are, in my view, necessary to ensure the additional duty
operates as intended.
The increase in the rate of additional duty will similarly apply
only to foreign purchasers. To the extent that this amendment
does no more than vary the rate from 3 per cent to 7 per cent
in accordance with the intended operation of the additional
duty, it is arguable that such a variation was contemplated and
provided for under the existing legislation. On this basis, this
amendment does not limit the section 8(3) rights of foreign
purchasers who are foreign natural persons.
If, however, the increased rate and the resultant increase in tax
liabilities could operate to limit the section 8(3) rights of
foreign natural persons, in my view any limitation on those
rights would be reasonable and justified in accordance with
section 7(2) of the charter, because it implements the
underlying purpose of the foreign purchaser additional duty
provisions.

Human rights issues
Recognition and equality before the law
Section 8(3) of the charter provides that every person is equal
before the law and is entitled to the equal protection of the
law without discrimination. Discrimination, under section 6
of the Equal Opportunity Act 2010, includes discrimination
on the basis of race, which is defined to include
differentiation based on a person’s nationality or national
origin.
Duties Act (part 2 of the bill)
The foreign purchaser additional duty was introduced in 2015
to improve the affordability of housing for Victorians by
increasing the entry cost for ‘foreign purchasers’ in the
Victorian residential housing market. The charter implications
of these measures were addressed in the statement of
compatibility accompanying the State Taxation and Other
Acts Amendment Bill 2015.

The amendment to the Duties Act enabling the commissioner
to register a charge on land where there is an unpaid liability
in respect of a residential property acquisition by a ‘foreign
person’ also limits that person’s rights under section 8(3).
The purpose of this amendment is to provide a method
ensuring recovery of unpaid duty where the legal interest in
land has already transferred to the purchaser(s), and the
commissioner subsequently finds that a tax default — such as
a failure to indicate that the transfer involves a foreign person
and the surcharge is payable — has occurred. Since title in
that residential property will have already passed to the
foreign person, placing a charge on that land is an appropriate
and effective method of protecting the revenue by ensuring
that the foreign owner cannot deal with the residential
property without first discharging their tax default. This is
particularly important where the foreign person is not a
resident in Australia.
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It should also be noted that the charge will apply to residential
property where a foreign person co-owns that land with an
Australian citizen or permanent resident. Therefore, the effect
of the charge registered on the land will apply equally to the
foreign owner and Australian citizen or permanent resident,
the co-owner. This reflects an intention that the limit on the
right under section 8(3) resulting from the introduction of the
power to register a charge has been imposed in the least
restrictive or discriminatory way possible.
In my view, the limitation of a foreign natural person’s rights
under section 8(3) is reasonable and justified in accordance
with section 7(2) of the charter.
Land Tax Act (part 5 of the bill)
The provisions imposing the land tax surcharge on lands
owned by absentee owners were introduced in 2015 to
address the impact of absentee ownership of land on the
affordability of housing in Victoria. The 2015 amendments
provided that absentee owners, as defined in the Land Tax
Act, were to be liable for a land tax surcharge at rates
prescribed in the Land Tax Act. Absentee owners were
defined to include a natural person who is not an Australian
citizen or resident and who does not ordinarily reside in
Australia. The charter implications of these measures were
addressed in the statement of compatibility accompanying the
State Taxation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2015.
The land tax surcharge rate for absentee owners will increase
from 0.5 per cent to 1.5 per cent effective from 1 January
2017. The current amendments to the Land Tax Act alter the
rates payable by absentee owners to give effect to the rate
increase.
To the extent that the current amendments do no more than
vary tax rates in accordance with the intended operation of the
absentee owner land tax provisions, it is arguable that such
variations were contemplated and provided for under the
existing legislation. On this basis, the current amendments do
not limit the section 8(3) rights of those absentee owners who
are natural persons.
However, if the increased rates and the resultant increase in
tax liabilities could operate to limit the section 8(3) rights of
an absentee owner who is a natural person, in my view any
limitation on those rights would be reasonable and justified in
accordance with section 7(2) of the charter, because it
implements the underlying purpose of the absentee owner
surcharge provisions.
Right to privacy and reputation
Section 13 of the charter provides that a person has the right
not to have his or her privacy, family, home or
correspondence unlawfully or arbitrarily interfered with.
Amendments to the secrecy provisions of the FHOG act and
the Taxation Administration Act engage this right to the
extent that they enable the disclosure of personal information
that would otherwise be subject to the restrictions imposed
under these laws and the Privacy and Data Protection Act
2014.
FHOG act (part 4 of the bill)
The bill amends the FHOG act to authorise the disclosure of
protected information to the Ombudsman. The purpose of this
amendment is to enable the commissioner to provide
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information to the Ombudsman, where a FHOG applicant has
made a complaint to the Victorian Ombudsman and the
Ombudsman requests relevant, protected information from
the commissioner in order to consider that complaint.
Currently, the secrecy provisions in the FHOG act prevent the
disclosure of protected information except to the persons
authorised or for the purposes specified in the act.
To the extent that the information disclosed is personal
information, the right to privacy is engaged. The disclosure
contemplated by this amendment will not be arbitrary because
it will be limited to the information relevant to the complaint.
Disclosure in these circumstances will be lawful, being
expressly permitted under, and in accordance with, the FHOG
act. Use and disclosure of material provided to the
Ombudsman is also governed by the Ombudsman Act 1973.
Taxation Administration Act (part 9 of the bill)
Under the FSPL act, local councils are the ‘collection
agencies’ responsible for the imposition and collection of the
levy, which is separately itemised on council rates notices.
There are some leviable lands, however, that are not ‘rateable’
lands. The FSPL act empowers me to appoint councils to be
the collection agencies for these lands. Because these lands
fall outside municipal boundaries, the designated councils do
not have the information needed to calculate the levy
applicable to these lands. Accordingly, the Taxation
Administration Act is amended to authorise the disclosure of
tax-related information to a local council that I have
appointed to collect the levy on non-rateable leviable lands
located outside their municipality (such as the alpine regions
and French Island).
To the extent that taxpayers’ personal information is
disclosed, it engages the right to privacy. However, in my
opinion the disclosure contemplated by this amendment is not
arbitrary because it will be confined to information a council
requires in order to calculate and collect the levy. Further, it
will not constitute unlawful interference because the
disclosure of this information will be expressly permitted for
a specific purpose under the Taxation Administration Act.
The Taxation Administration Act prohibits the secondary
disclosure of such information except with the
commissioner’s consent and where that on-disclosure is to
enable a person to exercise a function conferred by law for the
enforcement of a law or the protection of the revenue.
Right to property
Under section 20 of the charter a person must not be deprived
of his or her property other than in accordance with law.
The Duties Act amendment allowing the commissioner to
place a charge on land where a foreign person has acquired an
interest in residential property engages the property rights of a
natural person who is an owner of that residential property.
The placing of a charge will engage that owner’s property
rights because it limits their ability to deal with land
encumbered by the charge.
As noted above in relation to section 8(3) of the charter, the
purpose of the charge is to ensure the recovery of unpaid duty
where a default arises in relation to a transfer involving a
foreign person. In my view, the imposition of a charge on the
property is a reasonable and justified limitation on the natural
owner’s property rights, because the charge is placed on the
property that has been the subject of the transfer and, where
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an owner resides outside Australia, this action is likely to be
the most effective method of ensuring payment of the debt.
Furthermore, that person will not be deprived of his or her
property other than in accordance with the law.
Further, to the extent that the amendments which revise the
definition of residential property and/or the rates of the
foreign purchaser additional duty and the absentee owner
surcharge have tax consequences for affected taxpayers who
are natural persons, these amendments may engage the right
to property under section 20 of the charter. However, the
liabilities arising from these amendments will be assessed and
administered in accordance with the Taxation Administration
Act, which establishes the commissioner’s powers and
obligations, taxpayers’ rights of objection, review, appeal and
recovery, and provides a framework to protect the
confidentiality of tax-related information. Therefore, a person
will not be deprived of his or her property other than in
accordance with the law.
In my view, the limitations on property rights under
section 20 are reasonable and justified in accordance with
section 7(2) of the charter.
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This amendment is modelled on similar powers provided in
the Taxation Administration Act and the Land Tax Act,
where the mortgagees are typically not natural persons.
However, where a mortgagee is a natural person, this
amendment will limit their right to property.
It is envisaged that recovery action will be taken against a
third party where the commissioner has not been able to
recover the amount directly from the FHOG applicant. In
these circumstances, recovery from the mortgagee is justified
because the purpose of this action is to enforce payment of a
debt for the protection of the revenue. Furthermore, the least
restrictive means reasonably available to achieve the purpose
of the limitation has been adopted because any payment by a
mortgagee to the commissioner to discharge the FHOG
applicant’s debt will be secured under the mortgage.
In my view, the limitation on the property right of a natural
person mortgagee is reasonable and justified in the
circumstances.
I consider these limitations on property rights provided under
section 20 of the charter to be reasonable and justified in the
circumstances.

FHOG act (part 4 of the bill)
I have considered whether the amendment empowering the
commissioner to recover a person’s FHOG debt from a third
party (a lessee, mortgagee or occupier) engages the right to
property of any affected natural person. This amendment
operates similarly to a ‘garnishee’ arrangement. It is based on
similar provisions in the Taxation Administration Act and the
Land Tax Act.
In my view, this amendment does not engage the FHOG
applicant’s right to property. As the recovery action is
founded on the fact that the FHOG applicant is not legally
entitled to the amount of the debt, the right to property is not
engaged because it does not result in the FHOG applicant
being deprived of their property.
Where the third party is a lessee or occupier, the bill provides
that the commissioner cannot require the lessee or occupier to
pay an amount greater than the amount of rent owed to the
FHOG applicant, or to pay that amount before the day on
which that amount would be due to the FHOG applicant. The
effect of this provision is that the lessee or occupier pays the
commissioner the same amount, and at the same time, as they
would pay the FHOG applicant. A third party lessee or
occupier’s right to property is further safeguarded because the
amendment clarifies that where they pay an amount to the
commissioner, the lessee or occupier is taken to have paid an
equal amount of rent to the FHOG applicant under the lease
or agreement or under any applicable tenancy law.
In my view, while the amendment may engage the property
rights of a third party lessee or occupier who is a natural
person, it does not in practice limit those rights within the
meaning of section 7(2) of the charter.
In relation to a third party mortgagee, the mortgagee will be
required to pay the amount of the FHOG debt to the
commissioner. That amount is then added to, and secured
under, the FHOG applicant’s existing mortgage. The
mortgagee’s security mitigates the impact of this amendment
on a mortgagee’s property right, because the mortgagee has
secured the amount under the mortgage.

Tim Pallas, MP
Treasurer

Second reading
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
sessional orders:
The State Taxation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2016
makes amendments to the Duties Act 2000, Fire Services
Property Levy Act 2012, First Home Owner Grant Act 2000,
Land Tax Act 2005, Mineral Resources (Sustainable
Development) Act 1990, Payroll Tax Act 2007, Planning and
Environment Act 1987 and Taxation Administration Act
1997.
The amendments in this bill give effect to the state taxation
measures announced in the 2016–17 Victorian budget and
make minor amendments to support the continuous
improvement of Victoria’s revenue laws.
As a result of the sound economic management of the
Andrews government, Victoria is in a strong economic and
financial position. Our economic growth is the strongest in
the nation and our employment growth led the nation in 2015.
The state taxation budget measures in this bill reflect this
government’s commitment to strong and disciplined financial
management that will continue to grow Victoria’s economy
and create jobs, support the delivery of critical government
services and drive an infrastructure program to prepare
Victorians for the future.
Small businesses play an important role in the Victorian
economy by providing jobs and vital goods and services to
the community. As part of the Andrews government plan to
reduce the burden of regulation on small business, this bill
will progressively raise the $550 000 payroll tax threshold by
$25 000 per year over the next four financial years to
$650 000 in 2019–20. Businesses below the payroll tax
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threshold do not need to register or pay payroll tax in
Victoria. Approximately 36 000 individual businesses in
Victoria pay payroll tax. Increasing the payroll tax threshold
will benefit all of these Victorian businesses by reducing their
taxation burden and will also encourage new businesses,
thereby fostering growth and innovation in our community. In
addition, approximately 2800 grouped Victorian businesses
will no longer be required to pay payroll tax.
This government has been committed to getting Victorians
back to work. Since the Andrews Labor government was
elected, over 110 000 jobs have been created in the Victorian
economy. In line with our continuing commitment to job
creation, the budget announced a new payroll tax exemption
for wages paid or payable to displaced apprentices and
trainees. From 1 July 2016 when an apprentice or trainee
ceases their employment, and is re-employed by another
employer to finish their apprenticeship or traineeship, their
wages will be exempt from payroll tax. This measure will act
as an incentive for subsequent employers to re-employ
displaced apprentices and trainees, supporting a strong future
workforce for Victoria.
In the 2015–16 Victorian budget the Andrews government
introduced surcharges on foreign purchasing of Victorian
property. To put Victorians in a more competitive position,
this government introduced a duty surcharge of 3 per cent on
the purchase or acquisition of residential property by foreign
purchasers from 1 July 2015. At the same time, the
government introduced a 0.5 per cent land tax surcharge on
land owned by absentees from 1 January 2016.
The 2014–15 Foreign Investment Review Board annual
report suggests that foreign investment in residential property
continues to be strong, with a total of $26 billion of
investment in Victorian real estate approved in 2014–15,
compared to $14 billion in 2013–14. This is backed up by
strong receipts from the existing 3 per cent foreign stamp duty
surcharge, which is showing no signs of slowing foreign
demand for Victorian property.
This bill will increase the foreign purchaser duty surcharge
from 3 per cent to 7 per cent and the land tax absentee
surcharge from 0.5 per cent to 1.5 per cent. These modest
increases will generate an additional $486 million revenue for
the state over the forward estimates period and helps to ensure
that foreign property owners contribute their fair share
towards Victorian infrastructure investment, which ultimately
benefits all Victorian property owners. Victoria continues to
be highly attractive to foreign investment, and the Andrews
Labor government is keen to ensure that foreign investment
continues to flow to Victoria whilst ensuring appropriate
contributions to the amenity and liveability of Victoria.
Foreign property owners continue to benefit from strong
Victorian property price growth, driven in part by government
investment in services and infrastructure. According to the
Real Estate Institute of Victoria, median house prices in
Melbourne have grown by 8 per cent over the past year, with
growth concentrated in the inner suburbs, where median
prices have grown by over 16 per cent.
The Andrews government is a strong supporter of the
agricultural sector in Victoria and is proud that Victoria is
now the nation’s biggest exporter of food and fibre. In line
with this government’s commitment to agriculture, the
2016–17 Victorian budget announced that the primary
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production land tax exemption for land in the urban zone will
be extended to land held by family superannuation trusts.
Allowing farmers to maintain the exemption where farmland
is transferred to a family superannuation trust will provide
greater flexibility to genuine farmers who seek to provide for
their retirement through a family superannuation trust, and
bring the treatment of family superannuation trusts into line
with other types of family trusts and companies.
As announced in the 2016–17 Victorian budget, this bill also
increases the lignite (brown coal) royalty rate from 1 January
2017. Victoria’s lignite royalty rate has not increased since
2005, and Victoria’s rate is well below that of other
Australian states. This measure is expected to generate
approximately $252 million over the forward estimates period
and will help to ensure that the state receives a fair value for
the use of Victoria’s non-renewable resources. The proposed
increase is not excessive or punitive — it will bring Victoria
into line with other states such as New South Wales,
Queensland and Western Australia.
The proposed amendments clearly express that the changes to
coal royalty calculations will only apply to coal produced
after the commencement of the bill. This will ensure that there
is no retrospective application of the rate.
In addition to implementing the state taxation measures in the
2016–17 Victorian budget, this bill also makes a number of
amendments aimed at improving the general operation of
Victoria’s revenue laws by correcting technical or drafting
defects, removing anomalies and inconsistencies and
addressing unintended outcomes.
The foreign purchaser duty surcharge only applies on the
purchase or acquisition of residential property. This bill
clarifies the definition of residential property in the Duties Act
2000 to put beyond doubt that residential property includes
short-term accommodation, such as serviced apartments,
student accommodation, hotels and retirement villages. The
amendments also clarify that residential property includes
vacant land purchased for residential land development even
if it is sold prior to development, as well as the conversion of
non-residential buildings to residential buildings. These
amendments will provide certainty to taxpayers and their
representatives and make it easier for foreign purchasers to
comply with their tax obligations.
To maintain the integrity of the taxation system and protect
the revenue, the State Revenue Office (SRO) has access to a
suite of recovery powers to assist in the collection of unpaid
taxes. This bill makes amendments to the Duties Act 2000
and the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000 to provide greater
consistency in the recovery powers available across the
legislation administered by the SRO.
The Duties Act 2000 will be amended to provide that unpaid
duty owed by a foreign purchaser will be a first charge on the
land. The SRO has found that it can be more difficult to
recover outstanding debts where a taxpayer is based overseas.
This amendment will ensure that the SRO has a robust
mechanism for securing these debts, in the same way that it
can already secure debts for other taxes such as land tax.
This bill also makes amendments to the recovery provisions
in the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000. These amendments
will allow the SRO to recover the first home owner grant
(FHOG) from third parties that hold money on behalf of the
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grant claimant, such as mortgagees using a garnishee
arrangement. This power will apply in cases where the SRO
has found a person was not eligible for the FHOG and they
fail to repay the grant amount. Similar third party recovery
provisions already exist for most other state taxes
administered by the SRO.
This bill also amends the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000
to introduce substituted service provisions. Currently the SRO
is required to serve documents relating to recovery
proceedings in person. This is out of step with other
legislation administered by the SRO which allows for the
service of documents by post or email. This amendment is
expected to reduce administrative costs and make it easier and
simpler to collect outstanding FHOG amounts and protect the
revenue.
The bill makes two minor amendments to the Fire Services
Property Levy 2012. Under the single farm enterprise
exemption, farmers that own multiple parcels of farm land are
only required to pay the fixed charge once. The definition of
farm land is currently limited to farm land which is subject to
council rates. This bill amends the definition of farm land to
clarify that the exemption applies regardless of whether the
farm land is rateable or non-rateable. This aligns with the
intended operation of the exemption and reflects the way the
exemption has been administered by municipal councils since
its introduction in 2013.
The Fire Services Property Levy Act 2012 is also amended to
provide a concession to prisoners of war and extreme
disablement adjustment veterans. The act already provides a
$50 concession to certain other concession card holders. This
concession reduces the amount of fire property services levy
paid by pensioners who own their own home. This
amendment will extend the availability of the concession to
prisoners of war and extreme disablement adjustment
veterans, bringing it into line with the council rates
concession and making this benefit available to more
Victorians.
The state revenue legislation contains secrecy provisions to
protect taxpayer information. However, these provisions also
allow for the disclosure of information required for the
administration of revenue laws and in certain circumstances
for integrity and law enforcement purposes. This bill amends
the Taxation Administration Act 1997 to allow the disclosure
of information by the SRO to municipal councils, to assist
councils appointed to collect the fire services property levy on
properties which fall outside their own municipal boundary
fulfil their functions under the Fire Services Property Levy
Act 2012. This bill will also amend the secrecy provisions in
the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000 to permit the SRO to
disclose information to the Ombudsman. This will bring the
First Home Owner Grant Act 2000 into line with the secrecy
provisions that apply to other taxation laws and make it easier
for the SRO to assist the Ombudsman in investigating
complaints.
The Planning and Environment Act 1987 is amended by this
bill to clarify the formulae for calculating CPI-adjusted
thresholds and rates for the metropolitan planning levy and
growth areas infrastructure contribution. Similarly, the Fire
Services Property Levy Act 2012 is amended to clarify the
formula for calculating the CPI-adjusted fixed charge. These
amendments address an anomaly caused by consequential
amendments introduced in 2014 to reduce the impact of
future changes to the Australian Bureau of Statistics’

1741

reporting periods. The amendments do not increase the
amount of levy or contribution payable by Victorian
taxpayers.
This bill also makes various miscellaneous amendments to
the Land Tax Act 2005 and Taxation Administration Act
1997 to correct minor drafting defects and keep the provisions
of Victoria’s state revenue laws up to date. These
amendments do not make any changes to government policy
but are important to make sure our existing laws are operating
effectively and ensure the integrity of our state revenue
legislation is maintained.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr M. O’BRIEN
(Malvern).
Debate adjourned until Tuesday, 17 May.

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
Second reading
Debate resumed from 27 April; motion of
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer).
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Industry) — It
gives me great pleasure to rise to make a contribution to
the debate on the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016,
the second under the Andrews Labor government. In
doing so I would like to congratulate the Treasurer and
his team on delivering a very important Labor budget.
Our first budget was about getting on with it and
delivering in full on our election commitments, and we
did that quite proudly. This budget is about getting it
done, and this is exactly what we are doing.
This is a fantastic budget that is all about delivering the
things that Victorians need the most — good hospitals
and schools, reliable roads and public transport, and
secure jobs in growing industries in Melbourne and
across regional Victoria. This budget ensures that our
AAA credit rating will be maintained, with an operating
surplus of $2.9 billion. Our economy is forecast to grow
by 3 per cent in 2016–17, above the 2.75 per cent
forecast in last year’s budget and up from the 2.5 per
cent achieved in the government’s first year in office.
Importantly unemployment is falling. For the first time
more than 3 million people are employed in Victoria
and there are 112 600 more people with jobs then when
the government was first elected, with 71 000 of those
full time. Under the previous government, the
unemployment rate rose from 4.9 per cent in 2010 to
6.9 per cent by the end of 2014. In stark comparison
this government is getting Victorians back to work,
with the unemployment rate already falling to 5.7 per
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cent and projected to fall further to 5.5 per cent in
2018–19.
This budget showcases our commitment to all
Victorians, with a strong focus on families, businesses
and communities, particularly in regional and rural
areas. This is reflected in our continued investment in
education, health and safety, and a steady pipeline of
infrastructure projects that are boosting business
confidence and business conditions throughout the
state.
Against this backdrop today I want to speak about the
areas that are my key responsibilities, most particularly
industry, energy and resources. I also want to mention a
number of key outcomes for my electorate of Mill Park.
I will start with industry. The Andrews Labor
government is creating the next generation of jobs and
driving investment and opportunities in Victoria’s
future industries. This budget will boost Victorian
industry and jobs, with extra funding for the Future
Industries Fund, a new transition plan for jobs and
economic growth in the Latrobe Valley and continued
support for the government’s strong industry
participation policy.
The Future Industries Fund will be boosted by
$111.4 million. That is extra money for those growth
industries, creating greater investment opportunities and
growing the jobs of the future. This will fund projects
in the high growth sectors of medical technology and
pharmaceuticals, new energy technologies, food and
fibre, defence and construction technologies, transport
technologies, international education, and professional
services. This is an investment in the jobs of the future
for all Victorians.
This budget looks after all Victorians right across the
state. We know communities in the Latrobe Valley are
not doing very well; they are struggling. That is why we
reopened the Hazelwood mine fire inquiry to address
their concerns about health and mine rehabilitation,
concerns that were ignored by the former coalition
government. We listened to the community, and this
budget delivers over $50 million to implement the
recommendations of the Hazelwood mine fire inquiry
board. That includes more than $12 million for a
regional strategy for rehabilitation of the coal mines in
the Latrobe Valley. In total our government has now
invested $80 million to support the Latrobe Valley
community and in implementing the recommendations
of the 2014 Hazelwood mine fire inquiry report.
We will work side by side with communities in the
valley to improve the health and wellbeing of current
and future generations. They deserve no less. That is
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why we did not stop with our comprehensive response
to the Hazelwood mine fire inquiry. This budget goes
even further, with $40 million for a Latrobe Valley
transition program. This will support the growth of
existing and future industries, economic diversification
and long-term growth in the Latrobe Valley region. We
will deliver an accelerated investment attraction grants
program, which will build investment in future
industries and create long-term, sustainable jobs. We
will be establishing a high-tech precinct in Morwell that
will bring together industry and education initiatives to
help diversify the local economy and grow new
industries and jobs.
Under this budget Victorian auto workers will be given
more support to transition into new jobs, with a
$10 million boost to the Back to Work scheme
specifically for them. This is in addition to the Andrews
government’s $46.5 million automotive transition plan
announced last year. The opposition may have stood by
and watched as its federal mates abandoned Victorian
auto workers and shut down our auto industry, but we
are a government that stands by Victorian workers and
Victorian industry with this budget and with our
industry policies.
The Andrews Labor government has the strongest
industry participation policy in the country. We are
using the government’s purchasing power to set
minimum targets for local content on major
government projects such as the new schools, hospitals
and level crossing removals. This budget continues and
strengthens the Victorian Industry Participation Policy
with a further $12 million in investment. This is in
addition to the $5.6 million put aside from last year’s
budget. This is expected to create more than 4000 new
jobs over the next four years by ensuring that local
businesses have the opportunity to participate in
Victoria’s record infrastructure program and major
projects. That is what this government is about. It is
about creating jobs, boosting industry and driving
economic growth, and that is what this budget delivers.
Moving on to energy and resources, I am very, very
proud to say that this is a budget that is growing jobs
and saving energy for all Victorians. Victorian
households and businesses will be able to save money
on their energy bills through new programs to increase
energy efficiency and create new jobs. We can do both,
and that is exactly what we are committed to doing.
Under the former coalition government electricity and
gas bills increased for Victorians by hundreds of
dollars. They actually went up. Sixty thousand
Victorians had their power disconnected in 2013–14
alone. That was a record high. Under our government
electricity prices have fallen by up to 5 per cent, and
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this budget will help Victorian households and
businesses save even more.
A Labor government looks after all Victorians,
including the most vulnerable and those most at risk.
This budget includes a $10 million program to retrofit
public housing stock and homes for Victorians with
complex health needs. This will make their homes not
only more energy efficient but also more comfortable,
and help reduce their energy bills. It includes installing
more energy-efficient hot water, heating and cooling
systems, as well as insulation and draught-proofing.
The Andrews Labor government will also invest
$3 million in rolling out Australia’s first home energy
efficiency rating tool. This has been specifically
designed to help Victorians save on their power bills.
We are a government that puts Victorian households at
the heart of our energy policies.
This budget also helps businesses to reduce their energy
costs. Why is this important? Well, the more we can
help businesses reduce their energy costs, the more
productive they can be; and the more productive they
can be, the more competitive they can be. That is
important in terms of growing further opportunities for
investment and creating more jobs. Small and medium
size businesses will be able to reduce their energy costs
through a new $3 million energy efficiency assessment
program.
We have also funded the expansion of the Victorian
energy efficiency target scheme (VEET) with more
than $8 million in this budget. The VEET scheme
supports more than 2000 jobs right across Victoria,
many of which are in regional Victoria, and the scheme
has helped thousands of households and businesses
reduce their energy bills. The opposition went to the
last election declaring that it was going to scrap this
scheme and of course axe the thousands of jobs that
were supported by the scheme. We saved the scheme
and those 2000 jobs when we came into office, and
now we have expanded it to include businesses with
this budget.
This budget will also drive growth in renewable energy
generation, with a $12 million investment. It includes
support to transition Victoria’s wholesale electricity
generation stock to renewable energy, encourage more
households to install solar energy and battery storage
systems and help community renewable energy projects
get off the ground. We are also modernising Victoria’s
mining regulator to give the community and industry
confidence in how our earth resources are managed.
This is essential so that we can grow jobs, particularly
in regional Victoria, and of course investment in the
sector.
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Finally, I am absolutely thrilled to talk about the
important investments being made by this government
in my electorate of Mill Park. The Victorian budget
invests more than ever in the outer suburbs, including
those in my electorate of Mill Park in Melbourne’s
north. It delivers the services families need, the roads
and the public transport they rely on, and the quality
schools and hospitals they deserve.
The outer northern suburbs of Melbourne are growing
faster than almost any other area in this country, but
public transport services have not kept up with growth,
and locals of course have been missing out. People
living in Melbourne’s booming north will be connected
to train services for the first time through the Andrews
Labor government getting on with the Mernda rail
extension. The 2016–17 Victorian budget provides
$588 million to fully fund and deliver this project. The
project will build around 8 kilometres of duplicated
track between South Morang and Mernda and stabling
facilities for trains north of Bridge Inn Road. A new
premium station will be built in Mernda, a second
station will be built near Marymede Catholic College
and bidders have been asked to price a third station near
Hawkstowe Parade in South Morang.
The Mernda rail extension is being delivered by the
Level Crossing Removal Authority and is due for
completion in the first half of 2019, fulfilling a key
election commitment of the Andrews Labor
government. The new rail services will be bolstered by
a new bus network, which will be better coordinated
with trains and provide more extensive, frequent and
direct services in South Morang, Doreen and Mernda.
Our community has fought for this rail line since the
former Labor government extended the line to South
Morang. The Liberals did not listen; we have.
This budget will also cut travel times for residents in
Melbourne’s north who commute along Plenty Road.
This means more time with family and less time stuck
in traffic. The Andrews government has committed up
to $139.4 million to upgrade and widen key sections of
Plenty Road. Lighting along Plenty Road will also be
improved, and safety barriers will be installed to reduce
the number of accidents. This is a very big win for the
community and yet another example of the Andrews
Labor government getting on with making Victoria
great.
More than $100 million has been committed in this
year’s state budget to acquire land for new schools in
Melbourne’s outer suburbs. In addition to the land
acquisition, money has been set aside to start building a
number of new schools throughout Melbourne,
including $12 million for stage 1 of the construction of
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Edgars Creek Secondary School in Wollert, in the
electorate of my good friend the member for
Thomastown, and the people who live in the other part
of Wollert are certainly very much looking forward to
being able to send their kids to that new secondary
college once it is built. I really do want to commend the
member for Thomastown for her very, very strong
advocacy for growing communities in our part of the
world. Congratulations.
We of course desperately needed this secondary school
in the region to support families moving into the area
and to reduce traffic on the already congested roads.
Last year’s budget provided funds to purchase the land;
this budget provides funds to build the school, with the
completion date set for the first half of 2018.
It is absolutely the case that we are getting it done on all
of the commitments we have made. Every promise that
we make — every commitment that we make — we
will deliver, and we will get it done. That is why I am
so excited, and I want to commend every single
member of the caucus for doing a fantastic job in
advocating for their communities right across a whole
range of portfolios. The ministers have been able to
deliver a fantastic budget with so much growth and so
much investment on the understanding that, when all
Victorians share in the benefit of a fantastic budget such
as the one that we have here, we all grow and we are all
the better for it. With that, it is a fantastic budget for
Victoria, and certainly this is one that I am proud to
commend to the house.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — I rise to make a
contribution on the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill
2016. The way I would couch this budget is as the
budget of broken promises. The Premier was on the
record unequivocally saying there would be no new
taxes and no new tax increases under his government. If
you go back to the eve of the election in 2014, he stood
out on the front steps of Parliament, and he was
interviewed by Peter Mitchell from Channel 7 news. He
said to Peter Mitchell:
I make that promise, Peter, to every single Victorian.

How wrong could that promise have been? How could
he have broken that promise and broken faith with all
Victorians about what he has actually done in the
budget last week.
If we think about what has happened in the budget,
state taxes are up $3.7 billion, or 20.7 per cent;
insurance taxes are up $1.2 billion, or 6.3 per cent;
stamp duty on property is actually up $1.6 billion; land
tax is up $2.2 billion dollars, or 28.3 per cent. I do not
know how you compare that with the promise the
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Premier made that there would be no new taxes and no
tax increases under a government that he led.
If you look at the fire services levy, the fire services
levy has gone up 15 per cent over the last two years.
That means that everyone who owns a property in
Victoria and pays the fire services levy to help fund our
fire services is going to pay an extra 15 per cent over
those two years. The key thing with this, though, is that
that is before the United Firefighters Union (UFU)
actually cashes in its IOU with the Premier. When the
UFU cashes in its IOU with the Premier, all those
conditions that are in that enterprise bargaining
agreement will have to be met, because I think there is
no doubt that the Premier will win on this. The Premier
will roll his Minister for Emergency Services, and he
will give the UFU the sweetheart deal. He will give it
the sweetheart deal. He will give the UFU the right of
veto over management decisions; he will give it the
staffing requirements it wants. The government will
cave into all of this, and the fire services levy will go up
again.
This is a high-taxing, high-spending budget that
actually does not deliver much for regional Victoria at
all. There is no economic plan to grow regional
Victoria. There is no jobs plan for regional Victoria —
there is no jobs plan for all of Victoria, but from a
regional Victorian’s point of view there is no jobs plan
for regional Victoria.
If we go back to the eve of that same election, the
Premier said that he would create 100 000 new
full-time jobs in the first two years of his government.
If you look at what has happened and if you look at my
area of Victoria, north-west Victoria, there are more
than 12 000 full-time jobs that have actually been lost
in that time. It is not a matter of creating new jobs; there
have actually been jobs lost. There is no clear vision, no
economic plan and no jobs plan for country Victoria in
this budget. The saying that I have started to use to
frame this budget is: the further you live away from
Melbourne, the less you get out of the Andrews
government. I think that says it all about this particular
budget.
On top of the record tax increases that I have already
spoken about, the Andrews government has reached
further into the pockets of all Victorians. It has actually
introduced a new electricity tax — a $250 million tax
on electricity in this state. Every household power bill
will go up because of this. The cost-of-living pressures
are well known to people, whether they be in
Melbourne or whether they be in country Victoria. This
will impact on those cost-of-living pressures. More
importantly, not only are they putting electricity costs
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up but you also have the Minister for Environment,
Climate Change and Water stopping firewood
collection. So for a lot of those people in country
Victoria who have the alternative of bottled gas,
electricity or firewood, electricity is going to go up and
firewood is going to be hard to get, because they are
stopping the collection of firewood. It is going to make
it more expensive for people to heat their houses, and
again on top of that in the budget there is actually less
money for energy concessions. So for those people who
used to get concessions, there is less money for
concessions as well. Power bills will go up for every
household in Victoria.
It is also a tax on business. If you think about the dairy
industry, it has a high-energy requirement. The dairy
industry has been suffering from drought, and it has
been suffering from low world prices. We know the
issues in the dairy industry very well, and the recent
announcement by Murray Goulburn is that it is going to
downgrade its prices because of the impact of the
global price of dairy products. The power bills of that
company are going to go up, whether it be because of
running the dairy or cooling the milk. For irrigators, it is
running the pumps to irrigate; their costs are going to
go up. It is a tax on their particular business. It is similar
with the horticulture industry, which uses irrigation —
pumps again. Large cool stores use a lot of electricity.
This is a tax on that particular sector of the agriculture
industry as well. So this electricity tax is effectively a
tax on our exports. It is a tax on those people who are
actually creating the wealth of this country over that
time. Every Victorian will be hit with this new tax, and
every business in Victoria will be hit as well.
In the last budget the regional infrastructure spend was
only about 3 per cent of the total spend of infrastructure
in Victoria. With a few exceptions this year, not much
has changed at all. Most of the things that have been
announced for country Victoria are actually on the
never-never; it is 5 or 10 years before anything will
happen.
I read with interest that Yarrawonga gets $625 000 for
an artist’s impression of the Yarrawonga bridge. That is
about all it will get. There is nothing in the budget to
build anything in Yarrawonga in the future, so it is a
very small promise to get an impression done. It will
probably be a little bit like sky rail — it will look
fantastic on paper but there is nothing there to actually
fund the bridge anything over that time.
Funding for the Echuca bridge is still in the budget as it
was included by the coalition government and it is still
there, but there is no time frame for that money to be
spent. The Minister for Roads and Road Safety was at
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the despatch box a couple of weeks ago saying, ‘We
will get on with this project. We will build this project.
We are not going to stuff around’ — the minister can be
very colourful in his language — but if you look at the
budget, you see it is vacant. There is nothing to say
when that project is actually going to start. I remind the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety that it is not a
bird-brained idea to build the Echuca bridge. The
money is there, and the federal government is willing to
come in and pay its share. All we are waiting for is a
business case from the Andrews government to put in
its share. The Echuca bridge could be started almost
immediately if the Andrews government showed some
common sense on this particular project.
In terms of the Ballarat rail line upgrade, the Minister
for Public Transport was waxing lyrical about it during
a ministers statement in question time, but if you drill
into the budget, only 6 per cent of that project is funded
in the budget. The minister would have the people of
Ballarat and Maryborough believe that somehow their
transport service is going to improve in the foreseeable
future, but if you actually look at the budget papers, it is
not planned to be finished until well into the 2020s. It is
a long time before that project will be finished, and in
the meantime it will not be delivering much at all.
Turning to some of my portfolio areas, the agriculture
sector in Victoria is an $11.6 billion export industry for
this state, but if you take the last two budgets, in the last
two years there has been a drop of $36 million in
funding for the agriculture sector in the budget. It is a
key economic driver for all of Victoria but particularly
for regional Victoria and it involves $11.6 billion worth
of exports, but there is a $36 million cut in the budget
over the two years of the budget. The Treasurer is
bragging, with his high-taxing budget, that he has these
surpluses — lots of money — and can actually spend
$11 billion of taxpayers money to build the Melbourne
train tunnel, but he cut the agriculture budget by
$36 million, one of the key sectors that is actually a
driver that creates jobs, particularly in country Victoria.
In the same budget there is funding for the wild dog
program and for the fox bounty. The Minister for
Agriculture made a lot of fuss about the fact that this
was new funding and it was doubling the amount of
money for aerial baiting, but it is actually just putting
back the money that was taken out previously.
On the issue of jobs in country Victoria, one of the key
things in getting a job is getting training if you need it,
but the training budget shows that the government is
actually cutting money from training here in Victoria.
Apart from not meeting the 100 000 full-time jobs over
that time, it has actually cut the training budget. In 2015
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Labor trained 65 856 fewer students through the
training system. That is a huge cut to the training
budget and to training outcomes. There are 800 000
fewer subsidised enrolments here in Victoria, and the
government has reduced subsidised training by
27 million hours. That is 27 million contact hours that
have been taken out of the training budget. If you lived
in country Victoria and wanted to get trained for a job
and help the government fulfil its promise of
100 000 new full-time jobs, which is not being met, you
would find it very hard to get a training place in country
Victoria.
Looking at the water portfolio, the government has
continued some of the good programs that the coalition
started. If you look at the issues in South Gippsland, the
coalition government did a great job sewering the
towns of Loch, Nyora and Poowong, and there was a
continuation of that program with the northern towns
project connecting water to some of those towns, but it
is a continuation of what all governments have been
doing over time — improving the water services here in
Victoria.
It is the same with the south-west Loddon project. It
was already being planned under the coalition
government and has partly been funded by the money
that GWMWater had left over from the
Wimmera–Mallee pipeline project, which was a great
coalition project when it was instigated. As much as the
other side wants to rewrite history, I again put on the
record the great job done by the then federal member
for Mallee, John Forrest, in making sure that that
project was funded and has happened. With the tough
seasonal conditions that we have had, that has really
meant the difference for north-west Victoria over that
time.
If you look at the issue of law and order in country
Victoria, despite the record tax income that this
government has had and all those huge tax increases
that I have spoken about, there has been no real change
or increase in frontline police services. There has been
money for additional police for task forces but not for
frontline services, and I can go right across my
electorate and see stations that are undermanned. Some
of the smaller ones are not manned at all now because
police are being drawn into the regional towns to
backfill positions there, so no real increase has occurred
in funding for frontline police services.
In my last few minutes I will address what has and has
not been funded in the electorate of Murray Plains. As
the local member in that area, I have worked very hard
with some of my community groups to enable them to
get funding for some particular projects. If you look at
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the Echuca regeneration project, the Echuca West,
Echuca South and specialist schools are to be merged
into one site.
The previous coalition government actually bought the
land for that particular merger, and it allocated
$200 000 to do the detailed planning. There has been
$11 million for stage 1 of that — not quite half the
funding for that particular project. Particularly for the
specialist school, that is very important, because the
specialist school in Echuca is all portables. There is
growth in the numbers there, but it is effectively a
cluster of portables, so they are desperate to get this
new school up and going. Funding of $11 million is a
good start, but I would have liked to have seen the
$23 million that is needed to do this whole project,
particularly so that the specialist school could have a
new school.
In my response to the family violence royal
commission I raised the issue of the Echuca courthouse
and the fact that there is one entrance that the court
shares with the Shire of Campaspe. I raised the need to
have a separate entrance for the Shire of Campaspe and
a separate one as well, particularly for when there are
issues around family violence or around ice and drugs,
so that people can come and go without necessarily
bumping into other people who are in court. Again the
community fought very hard to get that particular
money.
One of the things that is not funded in the budget that I
think is an absolute crying shame is Kyabram P–12
College. The Kyabram P–12 school has been to hell
and back. Its A wing is absolutely riddled with white
ants and is going to be pulled down. The Minister for
Education tried to take away its year 9 portable
classroom 18 months ago. The community got a
reprieve for that building, but there is no funding in the
budget to help the school to rebuild any of those
particular facilities. And there is no funding in the
budget to fix up the issue of a deficit it has from a
previous principal under the previous Labor
government, when the school was rorted for a whole
heap of money. That money now has to be repaid out of
the school budget. There is nothing there to help the
Kyabram school, which I find very disappointing.
As I said at the start, this is a budget of broken promises
because it increases taxes and does not deliver for all
Victorians, as the Premier said it would.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I am delighted to rise
to speak on the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016.
This is a great Labor budget, and it is an outstanding
piece of public policy. I would like to commence my
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comments by acknowledging the great work of the lead
line ministers who crafted this budget: the Treasurer,
the Minister for Finance, the Special Minister of State
and of course the Premier. I would also like to single
out for mention Alison Currie, who was the Treasurer’s
budget adviser. Alison’s fingerprints have been over
virtually every single Labor budget in this state going
back many, many years. I know how hard Alison and
her colleagues worked in pulling together this great
piece of public policy.
In relation to the broad metrics, this is a budget that
Scott Morrison would love to hand down tonight. He
would love it. If you are looking at net debt to gross
state product, the actual figure was 6.2 per cent in
2014–15 and it is trending down across the forward
estimates — 5.9 per cent for this year, 4.7 per cent and
then back up to 5 per cent. This is a very prudent
budget strategy. We basically looked at paying down
the debt that we inherited from the former coalition
government, and we are ensuring that across the
forward estimates there is the capacity for us to really
be in charge of our own destiny, as opposed to being a
mendicant state going cap in hand to the federal
government consistently.
If you look at the economic forecasts provided in
budget paper 2, page 16, the actual figure for gross state
product in 2014–15 was 2.5 per cent, and it is forecast
to grow to 3 per cent for the next two financial years.
When you are looking at that level of economic
expansion coupled with the recent state final demand
figures, really what you are looking at is a very healthy,
vibrant economy. You have got people working, you
have got people paying taxes and you have got
investment occurring across the private sector, which is
driving that level of growth.
If you look at the unemployment rate, it was 6.4 per
cent actual in 2014–15 and it is projected to fall to 6 per
cent this year, to 5.75 per cent for the two subsequent
years and then 5.5 per cent in the two out years across
the forward estimates. A great driver of this has been
population growth. The actual population growth figure
was 1.7 per cent for 2014–15, and it is projected to stay
stable at 1.8 per cent. That feeds into the state final
demand figures that we saw recently. Basically, if you
have got people voting with their feet, coming to this
state either as interstate migrants or migrants from
overseas, they need housing and they need to be able to
procure goods and services, to live and to raise their
families, and that therefore generates a significant
amount of that wealth. In the states which are in a more
parlous budgetary situation, I suspect that would be
overwhelmingly as a result of not having the level of
population growth that we have.
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The budget surplus is predicted to be $2.869 billion in
2016–17 and more than $9 billion across the forward
estimates. This gives us enormous freedom and
capacity to be able to fund the projects that we as a state
deem appropriate, responsible and a priority, rather than
being captive to and dependent upon the whim and will
of Canberra. It is also important to note that
infrastructure spending will be at $7.4 billion a year
over the course of the budget and forward estimates,
and this compares to $4.9 billion over the preceding
11 years. That is in budget paper 2, page 31. Again,
when you have got the state entering into the market,
spending money and investing, that provides the degree
of confidence for the private sector to similarly look at
making those investments as well.
We have got a strong economy, but I think it is
reasonable to argue the fact that the economy is not
white hot, so it is not going gangbusters. If it was, you
would not want the state going in and bidding up the
price for the private sector to bid against, eroding the
profits and profitability of those private sector
companies. But where you have got an economy that is
chugging along — it is motoring along nicely at 3 per
cent — you want to make sure the state is in there
investing. You want to make sure the state is turning
around and investing in critical economic infrastructure
that will underpin population growth across the forward
estimates and beyond, and you want the state to be
going in there confidently, basically saying to the
private sector, ‘Look, we’re prepared to invest. We’re
prepared to put our money where our mouth is. We
have got a plan. We have got an agenda’. So the private
sector can read those signals, tool up and respond
appropriately as it sees fit.
There has also been talk recently in relation to asset
recycling and the fact that the 2014–15 state budget of
the then Abbott government indicated that proceeds
would be made available to the state that embarked
upon asset recycling. This is money that is basically a
recognition of the fact that where you have a
state-owned enterprise it pays dividends to the state
government, to its shareholder. When you privatise
state-owned entities, they no longer pay dividends to
the state but they start to pay company tax to the federal
Treasury. The reality is that asset recycling is a
recognition by federal Treasury that it will be receiving
proceeds as a consequence of privatisation, so this
notion that somehow Canberra can dictate the way in
which those proceeds are to be allocated and spent by
the state government is laughable and ludicrous.
Budget paper 2 at pages 37 and 38 refers to value
capture. This is an important revenue initiative because
effectively it will allow for under-utilised land and
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assets adjacent to major infrastructure projects that will
come online to be used for a higher purpose at a higher
value. If you consider the Arden-Macaulay precinct in
Kensington, which will be the site of a Metro rail
station, you realise that that land is low rent. There is an
asphalt plant there, a bit of warehousing, low
employment and dilapidated infrastructure, I think it
would be fair to say. The reality is that once the
government looks at building the Metro tunnel and you
have the portal there at Arden-Macaulay close to the
Parkville precinct, close to Melbourne University — —
Mr Wynne interjected.
Mr PEARSON — Two minutes away, the minister
at the table says. He is absolutely right. A massive
uplift in value will occur, and of course it would be
entirely appropriate for the state to be able to capture
some of that value to pay for those projects. Where you
have a portal, an outlet for a Metro rail station, the rents
surrounding that portal go up significantly. If you have
any doubts about that, just go and talk to the owners of,
for example, 101 Collins Street. When the super-stop
was built out the front of 101 Collins Street, rents went
up because there was a realisation that a destination for
commuters was being created.
The budget is also important because the payroll tax
exemption will be raised by $25 000 per year over the
course of the next four years from $550 000 to
$650 000. This will result in a significant gain for a
number of smaller businesses because it will provide
them with a degree of reprieve. It will enable them, if
they see fit, to make further investments in their
businesses in terms of property, plant and equipment,
and they will be able to expand their businesses well.
From a local perspective, I was delighted that in the
budget funding has been allocated for master planning
for Strathmore Secondary College. This is one of the
best premier government schools in the inner
north-west. It is bound by Pascoe Vale Road, the
Tullamarine Freeway, the Moonee Ponds Creek and the
Craigieburn rail line. The school has significant
enrolment growth projected over the next decade, and it
is on a constrained site. The allocation of funds for
master planning for the school will ensure that we will
have a 21st century school for the 21st century. I
particularly acknowledge the great work of Anne
Kershaw, the school council president; Darren
O’Connor; Jim Kounetas; and Jill English, the
principal.
As I mentioned earlier in my contribution, one of the
great things when you are prudent and you have a
strong and disciplined fiscal strategy is that that enables
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you to decide to spend money on the projects that
matter most to you. That is why we are able to say quite
confidently that we will be able to fully fund the
Melbourne Metro project. This is going to be a massive
employment generator. It is not just going to be a sugar
rush to the economy that is gone in 5 seconds. We are
going to be looking at a major piece of critical
infrastructure that will be built over many years and
will have a ripple effect right across the economy. More
broadly, once it is completed it will make a huge
difference to our economy. It is a nation-building
project, and we simply cannot afford to wait for
Canberra.
Again, from a local perspective, once this project is
built there will be a turn-back facility built at Essendon
railway station, which will enable a shuttle service to
operate between Essendon and the city loop. This will
occur as a result of capacity being freed up in the
existing loop. It will ensure again that people will be
able to access high value-added jobs close to where
they live in the city.
The budget also indicates that there will be
$875 million for 28 new high-capacity trains. These
will be used on the Cranbourne-Dandenong lines as
well as the Melbourne Metro rail tunnel. There is also
$105 million for five additional X’trapolis trains. I am
delighted that $19.9 million has been allocated to the
railway station car park fund. Enabling people to park
their car at a station and making it easier for them to use
public transport rather than getting in their car and
driving to the city is a critically important piece of
public policy.
I was delighted yesterday to join the Minister for
Employment at the announcement of the Jobs Victoria
Employment Network, which will provide in the first
round $25 million worth of grants for specialist
employment providers to help them connect
disadvantaged job seekers with job opportunities and
support them once they are employed. This is going to
be particularly important because it is going to target
people who are really struggling to find work — people
such as refugees, retrenched workers, the long-term
unemployed, disengaged young people, people with
disabilities, public housing tenants and Indigenous
Victorians. This is a really important initiative. From
my perspective I have two very large public housing
estates in my electorate, and I want people to look at
public housing as a safety net which they use to pause
and consolidate and eventually get out. It will give them
an opportunity to try to ensure that they can get a job
and start earning money and raise their families, create
some wealth and leave those public housing estates.
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The budget also allocates $10 million for rooming
houses. Again this will benefit my electorate, which has
two rooming houses. What you are really looking at
doing is converting these rooming houses from
premises with standalone bedrooms and common areas
to self-contained units. When you have families fleeing
family violence and people with complex needs, the
ability for them to have a safe and secure place in
which to live and not socialise unless they want to is a
very good initiative.
I am delighted with the fact that the budget also
includes funding for the heritage grants program. There
is $4 million for community heritage assets, which
members will be able to bid for on behalf of their
electorates. There is $3 million for heritage assets on
public land and $22.2 million for major building grants.
More broadly, some of the other initiatives that have
been announced include the National Centre for Proton
Beam Therapy at Parkville. There has been $50 million
allocated for that. We do three things well in this state:
we do health care well, we do education well and we do
food and fibre well. We can look at promoting the
excellence that exists within the Parkville precinct,
which goes back to Bio21, which was announced by
the previous Labor government. I know Steve Bracks
and John Brumby pursued that rigorously when they
were in power. It is a very good thing. There is also
$3 million for the planning of the Parkville biomedical
precinct. In terms of children’s health, there is
$258 million allocated to the Monash Children’s
hospital.
This is a sensible budget. It goes to show what you can
do when you get your house in order. It is a great Labor
budget, and I am absolutely delighted that we have
been able to do the things we said we were going to do.
I commend the bill to the house.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — I rise to give the budget
reply on behalf of the Victorian Greens and the
residents of Prahran and not only to give our response
to the state government’s budget but also to outline our
vision and our plan for Victoria. Victoria really is a
great place to call home. That is why so many people
from interstate and around the world are moving in and
coming to Victoria. Now is the time to have the vision
and courage to take the next big steps for Victoria: to
make the transition to an economy powered by clean
energy; to shift to mass transit with a public transport
system you can rely on, away from traffic and clogged
roads; and to create the new jobs of a 21st century
economy to ensure our communities remain livable. It
is clear from this budget, just as it has been clear from
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previous budgets, that Victorians cannot trust the Labor
Party or the Liberal Party to deliver on that transition.
There is absolutely no reason why we cannot make this
transition. Despite ongoing slow growth in the global
economy, and despite a federal government that is stuck
in its own rhetoric of a budget emergency that requires
spending cuts, as well as the clear dawning reality that
the commonwealth has a revenue problem that needs to
be addressed, Victorian economic numbers look good.
You have got your multibillion-dollar surplus. You
have got your low ratio of debt to gross state product
(GSP). You have got room to borrow. There is every
reason why the government should be taking those
necessary steps to fix overcrowding on our trains and
trams and to tackle climate change, but unfortunately
the government has again squibbed it. Instead,
investment in public transport has not kept up with
what is required. There is just a handful — a modest
amount — for renewable energy.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HIBBINS — I will just point out we have got
money out the door that could be better spent. We have
got another multibillion-dollar toll road — the western
distributor, which will be full by 2031. We have got a
grand prix that will cost this state half a billion dollars
over the next eight years. We have got $5 million to
promote hunting. We have got a government
continuing to prop up VicForests to log our native
forests while it runs at a loss. We have got the
government raking in pokies revenue, proving once
again that its precommitment scheme is an absolute
sham. All this is occurring whilst local governments
have been hit by a Kennett-era rate cap.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HIBBINS — I will just point out that I did
actually listen to the Treasurer’s budget speech, just as I
did with the replies by the Leader of the Opposition and
the Leader of The Nationals, and I did not interject. I
ask for the same respect from members opposite. I am
sure they will make good contributions themselves.
Unfortunately our local governments are hampered
from delivering those high-quality services, those
essential social services and that high-quality local
infrastructure that our communities need to keep them
livable. I was surprised to hear recent comments from
the opposition that it is now against rate capping, which
is disappointing because opposition members voted for
it. If they had joined us in voting against rate capping,
we would not be complaining about how bad it is. It
would not be in place.
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The government is pursuing another Kennett-era policy
of an aggressive privatisation agenda. It has already
handed control of our last major public asset, the port of
Melbourne, to private hands — the very asset sale that
Labor warned against in the Kennett years — with
more to come apparently, according to the budget
papers. Where it is in the community’s interest — —
Mr Nardella interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Halfpenny) —
Order! Could the member from Melton lower the tone
of his interjections.
Mr HIBBINS — Where it is in the community’s
interest, capital tied up in mature businesses can be
recycled to build new infrastructure. The question is:
what are these mature assets? The question is: what is
for sale in the state of Victoria? That is the question that
is being asked.
The Treasurer made mention in his speech, which I did
listen to in silence, of the road-versus-rail debate. He
likes to say that the government is doing both. But the
reality is public transport moves more people more
quickly and for less cost. The car-based policies of
Victoria have failed us in the past. When people come
back from overseas they say, ‘Why can’t we do public
transport like London, Paris and Hong Kong?’. I do not
think I have ever heard anyone say, ‘Let’s do the
freeways like they do in LA’. Yet despite this, the
government is going ahead with another expensive,
unnecessary tollway — the $5.5 billion western
distributor — through a sweetheart deal with
Transurban, with no explanation as to why the cheaper
half-a-billion-dollar West Gate distributor or the port
rail shuttle, which it took to the election, is not going
ahead instead.
Communities around Australia are standing up to these
expensive toll roads, which are destroying their
communities and sucking up vital funds that could be
used for public transport. Just as the Greens did with
the east–west link here in Melbourne, local Greens
members are standing up for their communities against
the WestConnex in Sydney and the Perth Freight Link
in Western Australia. They are bad for the economy,
they are bad for the environment and they are bad for
communities.
The Treasurer also made a point of saying in his speech
that Melbourne’s population could surpass Sydney’s as
early as 2030. That is an auspicious year, because it is
around the same time that the western distributor will
reach its capacity. So for that 5-odd millionth person to
call Melbourne home, who is perhaps travelling down
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the Tullamarine Freeway — maybe they are going to
Altona Meadows or Wyndham Vale — and turns right
at the western distributor or the West Gate Freeway, it
is going to take them exactly the same amount of time
to travel there as it would now. The western distributor
is just another multibillion-dollar waste. The numbers
do not stack up.
Of course we have got a federal Liberal government
and a state opposition continuing their obsession with
and plan to build the east–west link, holding out the
$1.5 billion from the Abbott era, which has been
shoved out the door and is apparently now being kept in
a locked box. This game must come to an end. The
state opposition must end the east–west link policy and
free up that money for public transport in Victoria. No
political party can have any credibility on public
transport if building the $22 billion east–west link is a
policy of theirs.
The reckless, irresponsible spending on tollways and
freeways by Liberal and Labor governments must end.
We need to address the critical problems in our public
transport network. Almost every week there is a
problem with our fragile signalling, which shuts down
lines and creates chaos. This budget was an opportunity
to invest in a clear plan — a business case to upgrade
signalling across all the lines of the network. Instead we
have got piecemeal upgrades and we have got a
high-speed signalling trial that we cannot even get basic
answers to while commuters are running the gauntlet
every day.
The budget includes extra rolling stock on top of the
additional rolling stock that will be ordered next year.
We welcome this extra train order, because we were the
ones who told the government last year that the train
order was not enough. We certainly welcome this extra
train order next year and we will tell you again this year
that it is still not enough. The government has not
ordered enough trains. Trams have been left at
production levels from the previous government when
they could actually double. This rolling stock is critical
to not just address passenger growth but also create
those jobs being lost in high-skilled manufacturing,
with the shutting down of the car industry.
Again, we welcome the improvements to the Ballarat
line and the Hurstbridge line, but more could have been
done. This budget could have been a down payment on
stage 1 of developing airport rail, Doncaster rail and
Rowville rail; duplication of the Altona loop; tram
extensions that meet up with train stations; and
expanding the transport network.
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I will speak about Melbourne Metro. The government
has announced that it will step in and fully fund it. It
probably did not have any choice, with the dithering of
the federal government in relation to the funding of that
particular matter. But this is a big project, with a long
lead-in time and with benefits that will not be realised
for some time, and the state government must get this
project right. The Greens took to the last election a
common-sense position that South Yarra station could
be included in Melbourne Metro. It is a position that I
advocated for when I was a councillor, when at the time
the then Liberal government still had Melbourne Metro
without a South Yarra connection as a policy. In fact it
is worth pointing out that in 2011, had the then Liberal
government agreed to have a South Yarra connection in
Melbourne Metro when it approved the original
Melbourne Metro business case, and then got on and
actually built it, we would not be debating this issue.
We would be watching it get built.
Also in my budget speech last year I asked the
government to go back to look at how a connection
with South Yarra station could be achieved with
Melbourne Metro. I have asked the Minister for Public
Transport at question time to do that. But they have not
done that. They have left it up to Stonnington City
Council to do that, which has discovered that if you just
swap the Dandenong and Frankston lines where they
meet east of Caulfield station, an interchange with
Melbourne Metro and South Yarra station can be
achieved at significantly less cost and with less
disruption than what the state government is claiming.
Mr Pearson interjected.
Mr HIBBINS — I take up the interjection by the
member for Essendon. Let us not rely on what
Stonnington says, let us get the state government to
actually put some money into looking at it itself.
Mr Pearson interjected.
Mr HIBBINS — Why would you do it? That is a
very good question. I ask the same thing. I quote the
member: why would you do it?
There has been some hope that the federal government
would step in and stump up the money for the
interchange. Unless it does so in the budget tonight, all
we will have is just empty words from the federal local
member. I say again that the state government needs to,
at the very least, take another look at the South
Yarra-Melbourne Metro interchange. It needs to get
Melbourne Metro right. But Melbourne Metro aside,
South Yarra station is badly in need of an upgrade. It is
one of the biggest stations outside the city, with
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congestion and population growth in and around the
city. This budget delivers nothing — not a cent, not a
plan, not a task force, not a committee. It is not good
enough for the people of South Yarra who have been
ignored by successive governments.
I just want to touch on one of my favourite subjects and
that is the issue of bikes. As someone who rides into
Parliament often, as do other members, I know that this
government is yet to deliver on its big commitment of a
$100 million cycling and pedestrian fund. This budget
has just delivered one-tenth of that. I welcome the
continuation of Melbourne Bike Share. I would like to
see that expanded to areas around the inner city such as
Chapel Street, and of course investment in separated
bike infrastructure such as the separated lanes along
St Kilda Road. Quality infrastructure and laws to
protect cyclists like a 1-metre minimum passing
distance will make Melbourne a true cycling city.
The transition from dirty coal-powered energy to clean
renewable energy is one that this state must make to
tackle climate change, to create the new jobs in
manufacturing and science and trades and research and
development. The Greens welcome the modest funds
that have been allocated to transition renewables and
energy efficiency, but it is just not enough. Almost
every week we have my colleague and Victorian
Greens energy spokesperson, the member for
Melbourne, putting the case for the need to make this
transition, and not a week goes by without her being
howled down by members of the government. It is
good to see that the government is now admitting that
the member for Melbourne is absolutely right on this
and that it is putting in plans. It is putting in a
Latrobe — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr HIBBINS — Your government has put up the
money for a Latrobe Valley transition plan. We
welcome that. But a transition plan without a plan to
phase out coal is not enough. This government must put
in the fundamentals — the pillars of a renewable energy
plan. We must transition to 90 per cent renewable
energy by 2030, with a strong Victorian renewable
energy target to phase out the dirty coal-fired power
stations like Hazelwood, which was the previous Labor
government’s policy but it walked away from it. We
need to support household solar with a one-to-one
feed-in tariff. Labor’s position is a step back from the
former Liberal government’s plan to start a coal export
industry out of Victoria with the world’s dirtiest coal,
but it must now seize the moment and deliver on clean
energy.
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I will move on to education. In my electorate of Prahran
the budget includes an extra $5 million for the
construction of Prahran high school, and I absolutely
welcome this commitment and the commitment to
build a brand-new purpose-built school on that site,
with construction due by 2018 and the first intake of
students by 2019. This is good news. This is great news
for the families of Prahran who want to send their
children to a good quality local state high school. I
commend the state government on its foresight in
demolishing the existing building on the Swinburne site
and building an entirely new school on that site. It will
be a positive, lasting legacy for the Prahran community
for decades to come of high-quality public education
and ensure Prahran is a community where families of
all types can live. I also want to acknowledge the State
High School for Prahran community group for its
ongoing work on behalf of our community in making
sure that the school meets the needs of local families.
But across the state there is still much to be done. A
recent study indicated that 220 new schools will be
needed across Victoria in the next 10 years. This budget
delivers 11. If Victoria is going to meet that demand, it
needs to be done in an open and transparent way, with a
clear plan so families have the confidence that the
needs of their community will be met. Recurrent
needs-based funding is a must, and this government
needs to end its private school funding laws which
mandate that every time $1 is spent on public schools,
25 cents is spent on private schools, regardless of the
need.
It is clear also from the budget that our TAFE and
training sector is still in crisis, with enrolments in
TAFE falling. This is despite the government spending
millions on its TAFE Rescue Fund. We are in this
position thanks to the former Labor government’s
disastrous marketisation reforms and because, when
faced with the inevitable cost blowouts, the former
Liberal government, rather than walk away or back out
of this disastrous policy, doubled down. This whole
exercise has seen money wasted, money out the door,
on qualifications that are not worth the paper they are
written on. The question must be asked: how much
public money has gone to the profit margins of these
dodgy private training providers that have now had
their accreditation cancelled? Labor claiming that it is
now the rescuer that is going to fix TAFE is like the
shonky builder coming back to fix up a house for which
it did not put in the foundations properly, despite
everyone telling them it would not work.
On the environment, this budget lacks key measures to
protect and deliver for our environment. We still have
the government continuing to prop up VicForests and
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the unsustainable, uneconomic and unviable logging of
our forests whereby the state faunal emblem, the
Leadbeater’s possum, is under threat and our forests are
locked up from achieving the economic benefits they
would bring to a regional economy. We need a Great
Forest National Park — a national park on Melbourne’s
doorstep to protect the Leadbeater’s possum, to protect
the city’s water supply and to grow regional economies
with tourism. We need to act to reduce — —
Mr Nardella interjected.
Mr HIBBINS — You might want to speak to your
environment minister about that one, member for
Melton. The government must also act to reduce the
rubbish that pollutes our cities, our waterways and the
bay; introduce the 10-cent container deposit scheme;
and make our seas and waterways free from plastic
bags and microbeads. These are practical
environmental initiatives that are good for the
environment and good for the economy.
As the Victorian Greens LGBTI portfolio
spokesperson, I welcome the government’s
commitment to Safe Schools to ensure that it is not
watered down by Malcolm Turnbull’s conservative
backbenchers. I have been concerned to hear some of
the comments against Safe Schools by members of the
opposition, raising the question of whether Safe
Schools is safe under any future coalition government. I
certainly welcome the construction of the Victorian
pride centre and the extra funds for LGBTI community
groups, which we know do absolutely critical work but
are often completely underfunded and cash-strapped.
The government must back up this funding with
legislation. All schools should be safe schools. It is
unacceptable that right now at religious schools it is
perfectly legal for gay, lesbian or transgender students
to be expelled, denied entry or discriminated against
because of their sexuality or gender status. The same
can occur to teachers, to staff and to clients at
faith-based schools and community service
organisations. No student, no person, should have to
live with the threat that if they reveal their sexuality,
they may be sacked, expelled or refused a job.
Mr Nardella — Where are you getting this from?
Mr HIBBINS — The member for Melton asks
where I am getting this from, and I would direct the
member for Melton to the Equal Opportunity Act 2010.
I could furnish the member for Melton with the Equal
Opportunity Act. This is unbelievable! The Victorian
Greens equality bill, which I have released publicly,
aims to end this unacceptable situation, and I certainly
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seek the support of all parties and all members — even
the member for Melton — in this place to do just that.
This government has failed to make housing the central
concern it needed to be in this budget. Public housing
stock has not kept up with demand, waiting lists are
longer and maintenance and security are not up to
scratch. Certainly these are not just houses; these are
people’s homes. In my own electorate of Prahran our
housing estates are plagued by pigeon infestations, and
even in new buildings promised security doors have
taken too long to materialise. We have had some
promise that there will be a housing affordability
package some time later this year — in other words,
‘trust us’. Trust is in short supply for those who are
waiting for a home or whose own home needs to be
repaired or upgraded. Victorians cannot wait.
We do welcome the housing package included in the
response to the family violence royal commission. We
welcome all the $500 million-odd in response to the
family violence royal commission. However, it must be
noted that this is just the start. It has been pointed out
that community legal centres have missed out despite
demand for family violence services provided by
community legal centres increasing nearly 500 per cent
over the last decade.
I will move on to another one of my portfolio areas. In
the portfolio of sport, I certainly welcome the
$22 million for indoor sports stadiums. There is
demand in the Prahran electorate, where the local
netball association is in bad need of new indoor courts.
I will be encouraging them and the local council to seek
funding through those funds.
The budget also includes $75 million for the upgrade of
Kardinia Park in Geelong. I just touch on a pet issue of
mine, which is that I believe there is no point spending
tens of millions on new footy stadiums if at the end of
the season loyal club members cannot actually get into
the AFL Grand Final. The state, the taxpayer, has been
very generous in funding new footy stadiums, and it is
only fair that in return the lifeblood of our footy clubs,
the loyal club members who go week in, week out, are
able to attend the grand final. I would like to see the
allocation of grand final tickets, which the Minister for
Sport has legislative power over, raised from 30 000 to
60 000 so that those members of competing clubs who
go week in, week out, can watch their footy team on the
biggest day of the year, the grand final in September.
I will just touch on a few issues that were raised in the
debate — firstly, that of population growth. I know that
Liberal members have a new-found interest in
population growth, because they have established an
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internal task force. I welcome this because the Greens
have been putting forward policies to deal with
population growth for some time. In fact the topic of
my parliamentary intern’s research report last year was
keeping Prahran livable in the face of population
growth.
Let us just have a look at what the government has got
so far. Regionalisation is an idea to take the pressure of
growth off Melbourne through incentives or tax breaks
to live or set up businesses in regional Victoria. I will
just make a few points about this approach. Firstly,
notwithstanding that investment in regional cities, train
services and supporting local economies is of course
welcome — it is good policy — it is regionalisation as
a way of dealing with population growth. By offering
tax breaks to residents and businesses and by offering
other incentives to make running a business or living in
regional Victoria more attractive, rather than
redistributing population growth we might just end up
growing the population pie overall, which, again, may
be a desired outcome, but it does not actually deal with
population growth.
Secondly, if you are actually able to shift a percentage
of population growth to regional Victoria, you are still
going to have the overwhelming majority of people
living in Melbourne, and in those regional areas people
are still going to need the transport, health and
education services, which will potentially now come at
a greater cost per capita than if they were living in the
city.
I will be very interested to watch those free market
ideology and regionalisation ideas meet with the brick
wall of the stark reality that increased population
growth will need a strong revenue base and the sort of
investment in public transport, public housing and
public education that the Liberals have been so
unwilling to undertake when in government. I look
forward to the population debate with the Liberals.
And, who knows, just as they have done with
supporting the inclusion of South Yarra station as part
of the Melbourne Metro, supporting 10-cent container
deposit legislation, supporting the introduction of
presumptive legislation for firefighters and supporting
the banning of smoking in outdoor areas, they might
just end up adopting sensible and responsible Greens
policies.
To conclude, I grew up in a Labor family. My parents
were teachers; they were members of the local Labor
branch. We had a sign of the Labor candidate up on the
farm fence every election. As a young boy I met Bob
Hawke on the campaign trail and I marched against Jeff
Kennett. But when you look at state Labor today, aside
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from the factional infighting, it is unrecognisable from
those days. In so many ways it seems to have taken the
Kennett approach to governing, with its aggressive
privatisation agenda, the failure to take on problem
gambling and the scourge of pokies, the chumminess
with Crown Casino, letting Transurban set our transport
agenda, cutting local council budgets and giving
millions upon millions to the grand prix with no
questions asked — vested interests running this state.
As I said in my budget reply last year, this government
says it wants to achieve great things, but it does not
have the vision or the courage or the plan to do so. It
says it wants to save TAFE, but it will not abandon the
failed market contestability model that is destroying it.
It says it wants to become the education state, but it
walks away from the principles of Gonski and
needs-based funding. It says it wants to support clean
energy, but it will not shut down Hazelwood, our
dirtiest power plant, or have a permanent ban on coal
seam gas. It says it wants to support public transport,
but it will not take any action to build airport, Doncaster
or Rowville rail or invest in adequate signalling. It says
it wants to support equality, but it is still allowing
religious organisations and schools to discriminate. It
says it wants to improve integrity, but it is still happy to
accept donations from developers. It says it wants to
protect the environment, but it continues to log our
native forests. It says it wants to address problem
gambling, but it is still dependant on pokies revenue.
There is no reason why this government cannot deliver.
Our financial position is strong. We need a government
with vision and courage to act. The Greens have a plan
to keep Victoria livable and a plan to keep Prahran
livable, and certainly they are plans that Victorians can
trust.
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Local
Government) — I rise to speak on the Appropriation
(2016–2017) Bill 2016. I am extremely proud to speak
on this budget, an unashamedly Labor budget, with a
focus on jobs, education, health, public transport and
roads. This budget is about getting on with it. It is about
delivering for Victorians, and this budget, I am proud to
say, delivers for the people of Sydenham. Thousands of
families are smiling in my electorate after they read the
news last week that the budget had delivered
$12 million to build Taylors Hill Secondary College, a
7–12 college. The Victorian Labor government will
secure a new school for one of the biggest growth areas
in Victoria — something that has been needed for years
and was ignored by those opposite.
I am very proud that the Andrews government is
delivering its school breakfast program, a program for
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500 disadvantaged primary schools, including two
schools in my electorate, to ensure every child gets a
good start on a full stomach to do their best at school.
This was a significant issue in the dark years of those
opposite being in government, when some of my
schools really struggled to be able to deliver a breakfast
club service, and they now will have the funds to do so
going forward.
The 2016–17 state budget invests $43.7 million into the
Doctors in Secondary Schools program, and two of the
schools in my electorate will be eligible for this
program. I know this program in particular will play a
huge role in helping young people in my electorate with
their battles with mental health issues.
An extra 7000 patients in the west will now receive
care and treatment at Sunshine Hospital, with a
$61.3 million funding boost for infrastructure works at
Western Health, at both the Sunshine and Footscray
campuses, thanks to the Andrews government budget.
More Victorians are fleeing family violence.
Unfortunately these figures have continued to rise in
my own electorate. Many women and children have
struggled with this issue in their homes, and many have
struggled to keep a roof over their heads when they
have taken the tough decision to escape harm and try to
rebuild their lives. The budget measures that were
announced in our most recent budget deliver
$572 million, which will deliver rapid services and be a
major boost, particularly in my local community.
One great organisation will receive immediate funding
to provide emergency accommodation, and that is Hope
Street, which will now have a facility to provide a
wraparound service to support over 220 young people
that are experiencing homelessness in the Melton,
Caroline Springs and Taylors Hill areas. Youth refuge
and community outreach services are designed to
provide at-risk young people with stable, safe
accommodation and youth-specific services, and
hopefully they will bring an end to seeing young people
sleeping at bus stops in my electorate late at night.
On the local government front, in my portfolio areas I
am proud to say that the government has continued its
commitment to the $50 million per annum Growing
Suburbs Fund, formerly known as the Interface Growth
Fund. This is a much-needed community fund which
will deliver facilities and resources to the
fastest-growing suburbs in this state. The Growing
Suburbs Fund will ensure vital investment is targeted to
priority projects in partnership with the 10 interface
councils that are coping on a daily basis with increased
numbers of families and booming populations. It will
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provide for livability and resilience for the outer
suburbs, and it will build on the successful first year of
this fund, in which we funded 34 projects across
Melbourne.
The 10 interface councils include Cardinia, Casey,
Hume, Melton, Mitchell, Mornington Peninsula,
Nillumbik, Whittlesea, Wyndham and Yarra Ranges,
and they have all put forward fantastic projects in the
previous year. We look forward to those interface
growth councils growing and to more projects coming
forward from them to support Labor’s commitment to
supporting local councils and ensuring communities
across the state have access to community facilities they
need in a timely manner.
Also in the budget is a commitment to the Living
Libraries Infrastructure Fund. I am proud to say that
$17.8 million over four years and $4.4 million ongoing
will be delivered by the Living Libraries Infrastructure
Fund. This program has been vital, particularly in
regional and rural areas, where library services are able
to expand through improved capital works and
leveraging investment in new buildings. In many cases
this has allowed for an extended range of services to be
provided by local libraries and also for an extended
range of opening hours and days, which has been a
major asset to local communities.
The 2015 round of funding from the Living Libraries
Infrastructure Fund funded 21 projects across Victoria
and leveraged substantial investment in libraries by
Victorian councils. The projects ranged from small
refurbishments in Mitchell and Gannawarra to large
infrastructure programs, such as the construction of the
new Narre Warren library. I had the pleasure of
attending the new library in Wyndham, named in
honour of Julia Gillard, the first female Prime Minister
of this country.
The budget also delivers $4.4 million over four years to
support the Premier’s Reading Challenge Book Fund, a
fantastic initiative which promotes a love of reading in
school-aged children from across Victoria, encouraging
kids from years 3 to 10 to read 15 books and students in
prep to year 2 to read or experience many more books
during their school year. The challenge is obviously
open to both public and private schools and has had a
huge uptake across Victoria. However, access to books
is always an issue. This program running in libraries
will allow for the additional purchase of thousands of
books so that anyone undertaking the challenge will
have access to the benefits of such a program and to the
books.
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In terms of Aboriginal affairs, one of the most
significant investments made in this year’s budget in
the area of Aboriginal affairs centres around a project
that has been close to my heart and to the hearts of
many in government — and I know that many in
opposition have worked on this project — and that is
Budj Bim in the south-west of Victoria. It is a fantastic
Aboriginal heritage location and landscape which now,
thanks to this investment of $8 million, will provide an
opportunity for the local Aboriginal Gunditjmara
people to set up programs for tourism, to grow
employment and to grow self-determination of the local
Aboriginal people in this area. The investment will also
open up this fantastic cultural facility for all Victorians
to visit.
Budj Bim has been dated at at least 6600 years old,
which actually precedes the pyramids of Egypt and
Stonehenge, but not many Victorians know about this
fantastic piece of Australia’s history and Aboriginal
culture. It is the only place in Australia where
Aboriginal stone houses are found. It has an amazing
landscape, which has provided a reliable food source to
the Aboriginal people as they have been able to farm
and develop aquaculture in a way that has never been
done in any other part of Australia.
Funding a master plan so that the Gunditjmara
traditional owners are able to implement stages 1 and 2
will allow priority projects to go ahead, such as the
building of visitor buildings and interpretation sites and
the upgrading of camping facilities, lookouts, walkways
and bike access. It will also allow for the construction
of an aquaculture interpretation centre. All of this will
strengthen the bid that Victoria is making to have the
Budj Bim National Heritage Landscape site registered
on the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation’s world heritage listing. This will
take a major step forward. The funding will be
delivered over four years and will engage the support of
professional heritage experts as well as the local
Aboriginal community to continue to work on that
world heritage listing.
We are also protecting Aboriginal culture and heritage
by developing statewide Aboriginal tourist experiences
across the board, and I look forward to being able to
announce the details of the new Victorian Aboriginal
Economic Board that will be coming forward in the
weeks and months to come. In addition to this we are
delivering $6.6 million for a Koori business strategy,
providing for diversity and entrepreneurship of
Victoria’s Aboriginal businesses. There is $4 million
for a culturally diverse pilot program to support
combating the unfortunate ice epidemic that is
occurring, particularly in many of our regional areas.
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There is $3.8 million going towards self-determination
for the Victorian Aboriginal community.

towards a more inclusive and fair Victoria, something
that those opposite could learn from.

Over the next year a range of Aboriginal leadership
self-determination forums will be hosted and genuine
talks will begin with members of the Aboriginal
community about what self-determination means to
them. Also included in those funds will be provision for
a review of the Aboriginal Lands Act 1970.

We know the record of those opposite, and that is to cut
over 4400 Victorian public sector jobs, leaving a stack
of expired enterprise bargaining agreements as they left
government and engaging in adversarial approaches to
bargaining. We differ from those opposite; we treat our
workers with respect and value our frontline workers,
who deliver vital services to Victorians every day.

In addition to this there is the amazing commitment that
has come as a result of the Royal Commission into
Family Violence, the amazing financial commitment
made by the Andrews government to work with
Aboriginal communities to overcome family violence,
including prevention and early intervention programs
that are being funded by a $25.7 million funding boost
to expand those programs and to make sure that dispute
resolution and early intervention programs are properly
coordinated and maintained out in the suburbs and in
rural and regional Victoria.
We are also making a commitment of $1 million to
upgrade the Fitzroy Stars Football and Netball Club to
strengthen participation, grow the membership and
continue the club’s critical community outreach that it
does so well. There is also $1 million to protect cultural
heritage with support for registered Aboriginal parties
to have heritage officers to facilitate the repatriation of
Aboriginal ancestral remains but also to coordinate
between the registered Aboriginal parties across
regional Victoria. In addition to this there is also an
$875 000 commitment to a new Aboriginal youth
mentoring program. Last year I had the pleasure of
attending the Korea youth summit here in Melbourne
and seeing the talent in the room. I really commend the
commitment that is being made today in putting into
place a youth mentoring system to work with new and
emerging Aboriginal young leaders.
Finally, on the issue of industrial relations, there has
been additional funding for the central bargaining unit,
which operates in my department and which will
promote a cooperative approach to industrial relations
and support the Andrews government’s commitment to
low industrial disputation in this state. I am proud that
Victorian public sector employees overwhelmingly
endorsed the new agreement two weeks ago, 95 per
cent voting yes to the agreement.
For the first time the agreement provides support for
those experiencing family violence, provides for
gender-neutral parental leave and recognises the
cultural obligations for employees of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander descent. These are progressive
changes in line with the Andrews government’s work

My department also supports the Andrews government
as it stands up for Victoria’s most vulnerable workers.
This includes taking a stand in support of penalty rates
in submissions to the Fair Work Commission and the
Productivity Commission. We have also called for fair
pay increases to the minimum wage to ensure we do
not create an underclass of working poor. This budget
supports our strong and positive industrial relations
agenda, which will be good for workers and good for
Victoria.
This budget also delivers for my constituents and for all
Victorians when it comes to jobs. The unemployment
rate has dropped from 6.6 per cent under the Liberals to
5.7 per cent under the Andrews government. This
means more than 112 000 more Victorians are engaged
in meaningful employment under this government.
More Victorian jobs have been created in the first
18 months of the Andrews Labor government than the
entirety of the preceding four years under those
opposite.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — I rise to speak on the
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016. This is a budget
that abandons Victoria’s battlers. This is a Treasurer
and a government that have cruelly and deliberately
turned their backs on Victoria’s most vulnerable. This
budget says to renters, to country Victorians, to
pensioners and to other low-income households with
electric heaters, ‘Labor does not care about you’.
Let us take a moment to expose just how bad this Labor
budget is for battlers, starting with renters. They get a
double whammy of higher costs. The total cost of new
property taxes is $487 million. The land tax surcharge,
a new tax introduced last year by Labor, is to be tripled.
This is typical Labor: slide in a smallish tax one year
and then ramp it up for evermore. But why stop there?
Having convinced himself that a xenophobic tax is free
money, the Treasurer has doubled down and increased
the stamp duty surcharge from 3 per cent to 7 per cent.
But who will end up paying for this? It is the renters of
these properties.
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The Treasurer lives in his own economic fairyland,
where the laws of supply and demand do not apply.
Given that he has never worked a day outside the union
movement or the Parliament since 1983, he has never
faced those fundamental economic forces. Well, here is
the mail. If you increase the cost of holding an
investment so you reduce the attractiveness of that
investment, one of two things will happen: either the
investor will seek to recoup the tax through higher
rents, or the investor will hold less of that investment
class, reducing the demand for it and leaving renters
with a smaller supply of properties. Bingo! Less supply
does what? It means the remaining investors can jack
up the rents.
What about country Victorians? It is more bad news
and yet more evidence — as if more was needed — that
this government has little interest in country Victorians.
In Ripon alone we see further delays in duplicating the
Western Highway to Stawell. Under Labor this vital
infrastructure project has stalled in never-ending
planning instead of the government getting on with it.
There is also no money to plan for the bypasses of
Beaufort and Ararat.
Still on country roads, the important country roads and
bridges program of the previous Liberals in coalition
government has not been restored; $28 million has been
ripped out of Ripon’s roads and not replaced. Despite
the massive Melbourne infrastructure spend, Labor
cannot even spend the remaining funds from the sale of
Rural Finance in country Victoria. Page 6 of budget
paper 4 notes that the former government funded
Victoria’s share of the Murray Basin rail project from
Rural Finance. I am very pleased to see that the federal
Turnbull government has matched this investment from
the former Liberal-Nationals government in Victoria,
yet there are no announcements in the budget for the
remaining funds from the sale of Rural Finance. This is
country Victoria’s money.
In health we see no investment in master planning for
the Maryborough hospital, no announcement of a
community health centre for Ararat and insufficient
spending at the regional Ballarat Health Services. The
western half of Ripon, the furthest from Melbourne, is
in the region that has lost over 12 000 full-time jobs
since Labor came to power. No overblown rhetoric
from Labor about job creation can hide the fact that it
has abandoned job seekers in western Victoria.
This budget is particularly bad for low-income
households reliant on electric heating, including many
households in Ripon, where I admit it gets pretty cold
in winter. What does this budget do? It triples the
electricity tax on the energy source delivering 90 per

1757

cent of Victoria’s electricity. What does the
out-of-touch Treasurer say about this $252 million tax
grab? He callously disregards the impact on household
bills as ‘negligible in the extreme’. Every cost-of-living
hike hurts low-income households. It particularly hurts
those with poorly insulated households using inefficient
electric heaters.
The tax take in this budget is world class. The total tax
increase is $3.7 billion. That is up 20.7 per cent since
Labor came to office. Stamp duty has gone up by
$1.6 billion in just one year. That is up 20.7 per cent.
Every household in Victoria is being slugged under the
monumental taxation grab. Insurance taxes are up
6.3 per cent to $1.2 billion. The fire services levy is up
again under Labor. That is 15 per cent in two years. Car
registration is up 10.1 per cent to $140 million. That is a
big hit for all Victorian families. Cost-of-living
pressures are clearly not top of mind for this
government.
The goods and services tax is also up. Victoria is set to
rake in an extra $1 billion thanks to the Commonwealth
Grants Commission. Under this Treasurer in only two
years state taxes have increased from $17.9 billion to
$21.6 billion — a massive increase of more than 20 per
cent. This is a very risky tax strategy for Victoria.
When high property prices result in high stamp duties,
the responsible path is to bank those windfall gains to
repay debt or to restructure the tax mix to further reduce
reliance on the swings and roundabouts of stamp duty.
Other Australian jurisdictions — Labor governments, I
note — are restructuring their tax bases away from
stamp duty. South Australia is phasing out stamp duty
on business property transfers over three years. The
ACT is phasing out all stamp duty, including on
residential property, over a somewhat longer period.
This Treasurer is not demonstrating the intellectual
capacity to reform Victoria’s tax base. No doubt the
member for Essendon, who I note is Acting Speaker,
will continue to audition for the job.
The Labor government is spending all the additional
revenue. The tax — the GST — it just spends. Despite
hugely increasing state taxes and getting an additional
$1 billion from the GST carve-up, the forward
estimates surpluses are the same as those left by the
former government. The phony surplus from the
Treasurer last year was exposed as an actual deficit and
confirmed as such by the Auditor-General. Now Labor
gets all this additional money, and it spends it.
There is no fiscal rectitude in this budget and there is no
fairness, because on one hand Labor is able to say, ‘Oh
look, we’re fully funding the Melbourne Metro project.
We’ll go this alone. Yes, we can do this’. But on the
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other, the hand is always out to Canberra; it is always
out to the ATM that is the federal government. Those
opposite need to make up their minds. Which one is it?
Are they fiscally responsible, or is Canberra an ATM? I
just do not think there is any intellectual depth in this
budget. It is just: take the money and run. Take it and
take it and spend it and spend it — that is all that Labor
does.
This is, to that extent, a true Labor budget; it absolutely
is a true Labor budget that is poor for my electorate. We
can talk about how poor it is for my electorate. It is
particularly poor in relation to jobs. I find it interesting
that when I start talking about jobs in western Victoria
the abuse levels go up on the other side of the house.
Why would that be? That would maybe be because
those opposite are embarrassed that, instead of creating
jobs in western Victoria, they are losing them —
12 000 jobs have been lost in western Victoria, in the
western region — —
An honourable member interjected.
Ms STALEY — Yes, full time — 12 000. It is a
terrible disgrace. It is an indictment of this
government’s job strategy that all it is doing is
abandoning the people of western Victoria.
This is a budget that imposes real costs on Victorian
families and is particularly harsh on low-income
Victorians. Labor Party members should be asking
themselves how this is fair. Taxing car owners, renters
and electricity users is not fair. Lacking a population
policy, which causes continual high amounts of — —
Mr Eren interjected.
Ms STALEY — We are hearing from the brains
trust, the Minister for Tourism and Major Events, who
is at the table! I really think he should be quiet; he puts
it on display every time he opens his mouth, and has
done so again.
You have to have a population policy that accounts for
regional and rural Victoria, and this government does
not have any form of population policy. As a result it is
piling money into providing services in Melbourne but
abandoning country Victoria. Where are our roads
being fixed? They are not being fixed. Where are the
major hospital upgrades across Ripon? They are not
there either. We do have 1 school out of my 40-plus
schools getting an upgrade. I am sure the people of
Donald appreciate that they get the one school upgrade
out of the whole electorate, but nobody else gets one.
I have got schools that are crumbling. I have raised the
condition of St Arnaud Secondary College before in
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this place. It has termites all the way through its
administration building. Bits of the top of the building
are falling into the playground, yet we do not see any
money for St Arnaud. In fact its portable classroom has
been ripped out by this government. Why would the
government care about St Arnaud? The government
does not care about the country; why would it care
about St Arnaud? That is the story of this budget. There
is just nothing here. The government is spending record
amounts of money everywhere except where it is
needed in my electorate, and I do not think the people
of Ripon will be looking particularly favourably on a
lot of the initiatives in this budget.
I want to return to fairness. Those opposite talk a lot
about fairness, yet somehow they can convince
themselves that putting up car registration fees
dramatically and putting up the fire services levy by
15 per cent, with no doubt more to come when the
enterprise bargaining agreement with firefighters is
signed, is somehow fair to people on low incomes and
fixed incomes. Those opposite need to think about what
the word ‘fair’ means. It certainly does not mean hiking
up taxes on those who are least able to afford it.
I notice that at last those on the other side have gone
quiet, perhaps because they are reflecting on the fact
that they have once again not brought in a fair budget.
They hate it when we tell them it is not fair, because of
course they are meant to be the custodians of
fairness — and nothing could be further from the truth.
We have to look at the actual results here, and the
actual results are that the government is taxing the most
vulnerable — —
Mr Foley interjected.
Ms STALEY — Rego for car owners, people who
have electric heating — who has electric heating? They
are the people who do not have the capacity to put other
forms of heating in. Electric heating is expensive. It is
made doubly expensive if you do not have great
insulation. Who would those people be? They would be
the poorest people in our society, the people on the
lowest incomes. But no, the government will go and tax
them, and renters. Government members should take a
good hard look at themselves as to what is fair, because
this budget is not fair. It is not fair to vulnerable
Victorians; it is not fair to country Victorians.
Ms WARD (Eltham) — It is with great delight that I
get up to talk about this fantastic budget — and what a
budget it is for the people of Victoria; it absolutely is. It
is a great budget for the people in my seat of Eltham. It
is a really good budget. It is a budget that continues our
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government’s investment in the people, the jobs and the
infrastructure of this state.

what this state needs, and this is exactly what this state
government is investing in.

It is unbelievable to me that the member for Ripon
thinks that it is outrageous that Victorians demand their
fair share, that we take it up to the federal government
and say, ‘Nine per cent is not good enough; this state
deserves more’. Somehow that is us demanding more
money. We are demanding our fair share. This state
pulls its weight. This state has got booming growth and
employment, and it needs investment from the federal
government. It is outrageous that the people opposite
want to sell this state down the gurgler and not give this
state what it deserves, that they do not take it up to their
friends in arms in Canberra and demand more money
for this state, because if they did care about this state
that is exactly what they would do. They would
demand a better deal from their mates in Canberra.
They would not just sit on their hands and bleat and
bleat and bleat; they would actually do something of
substance. Nine per cent is not a substantial investment.

I have a wonderful primary school, Montmorency
South Primary School, in my electorate. The Minister
for Education was kind enough to come and visit us a
few weeks ago to see the really good things that this
school is doing. It is a great school. This school has a
Stephanie Alexander garden — and I am glad that this
government is continuing the funding towards this
program; it is a really good program. These kids are so
proud of their kitchen and the things that they create in
their kitchen. They are proud of their chooks, they are
proud of their gardens and they are proud of their
school, despite the fact that they have an administrative
wing that has a library and a few classrooms added onto
it that need some work. It has a school building with
asbestos in it, a school building with some rotting
boards and a school building that needs money invested
in it. I thank the Minister for Education for coming to
my school and listening to the kids who spoke to him
and presented him with a bound volume of what they
would like to see their school look like.

Beyond that, if those opposite got their own way, the
money for that ridiculous east–west tunnel would be
returned. Do they know what that would do? That
would reduce the federal government’s investment in
this state to 4.5 per cent. That is all it would receive —
4.5 per cent. That is how pathetic the federal
government’s investment in this state is. It is absolutely
pathetic. It is absolutely hopeless that those opposite
believe that is a satisfactory amount to invest in this
state. This state deserves more. It deserves a federal
government that actually cares about this state and
wants to put some money into it.
I really do thank the Premier and the Treasurer for
investing so substantially in this state, for building
things and making things happen, for creating more
employment, for creating better schools and better
hospitals, for investing in roads and, most importantly
for me, for investing in my community and my seat.
This is a budget that is very, very good for schools
across the state. In fact it was good for a number of my
own schools. I have great schools in my electorate. I
have a great community. I have people who understand
the importance of education, who want their kids to
have the best start in life and who understand that
education is the way forward for this state and for this
country.
It is when we have got smart, skilled kids that we can
continue to be competitive in the manufacturing sector,
that we can continue to be competitive in the
intellectual property sector, that we can continue to be
competitive in the overall professional sector. This is

This government is going to help that school plan its
future. This government is putting money in to help this
school plan how it can build a better school, how it can
make better classrooms that suit the needs of my kids.
And these are really good kids. I thank Angela and
Leanne at the school for meeting with the minister and
me and sitting down and really talking with him about
what is needed for my community and the
Montmorency South Primary School.
I also want to thank the Minister for Education for
investing in Eltham High School. This is a great school.
It has taught many people in this place, including the
member for Yuroke. It is a great school that has
produced fantastic results. It is a great example of what
a good state school can be. Again, I thank the minister
for investing in this school and helping us to plan a
sporting precinct which will reach out to a huge number
of local sporting clubs, including the Eltham Junior
Football Club, the Eltham Cricket Club, the Eltham
Panthers football club, the Eltham Panthers netball
club, the Eltham Tennis Club, the Eltham Rugby Club,
Eltham Primary School, Eltham East Primary School,
and we will also be including the Research Junior
Football Club. This is an absolutely fantastic plan, and I
thank all of those in the community who have met with
me over the last few months as we have planned out
exactly how we can create this sporting precinct. I want
to thank Stewart McCallum at the Eltham Junior
Football Club for coming to me last year with the seed
of an idea of how we could create better partnerships
across our area.
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We have already seen this government invest in a
sporting precinct for St Helena Secondary College last
year, and what a great plan that is and how well it is
panning out. We have soccer clubs and netball clubs
that are thrilled to bits, as is the school, with how this
project is progressing and the fantastic things that it will
deliver for my community. I have a community that
cares about sport. It understands the importance of
sport; it understands how it builds community and how
it teaches kids really important skills.
I also want to thank the minister for investing in
Montmorency Secondary College. This is a great
school. This is a really good school. This is a school
that has a fantastic social conscience and produces kids
who have really good results. In fact today I saw the
principal, Allan Robinson, who is a great man — and
poor Robbo, here he was without his moustache. This is
a moustache that this man has worn forever. He is
famous for his moustache. Last Friday it came off,
because together with his school he raised
$1000 towards the Cancer Council and cancer research.
That is a tremendous effort, and it just shows you the
importance of community to this school. I am thrilled to
bits that we are investing $12.6 million to rebuild this
school, because that is exactly what this school
community needs. The school is housed in an older
building, a building that does not reflect the modern
needs of a modern school. That is exactly what
Montmorency Secondary College is producing: it is
producing modern kids; it is producing kids who are
smart, active, vibrant and engaged, and who deserve to
have facilities that reflect their ambitions in life.
I also want to thank the government for it’s investment
at the Greensborough TAFE site and in Melbourne
Polytechnic, and the wonderful things that are going to
be done with the tech site up there as well. These are
great announcements. There are so many exciting
things happening in education in my electorate. I thank
the government for taking this seriously and for putting
in serious money to help build my local kids up and to
give them the skills and education that they need. This
government is producing the largest ever single
investment in Victorian school infrastructure, which is
$924 million. This is just fantastic. There are not
enough words to describe how good this is, and it
shows the stark contrast between a Labor government
and a Liberal-coalition government. It is a stark contrast
when we have a federal government that does not want
to continue the final two years of Gonski, with real
money going out of schools, and when we have a
federal government that does not invest.
I do not understand why the coalition does not
understand that education is an investment. You are
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paying it forward. You are investing in kids who are
going to have the jobs of our future, the kids who are
going to be taxpayers, the kids who are going to be
doctors, nurses, paramedics — the kids who are going
to continue to build this state. You want them to be
educated, and it is up to us as a government, as
lawmakers, to invest in our kids, and that is exactly
what this Labor government is doing. We are doing it
well. We are getting it done. We are building our
schools, and we are building them better than ever
before. I urge the coalition to get on board and to get
with the program and stop bellyaching, like the member
for Ripon has done, around what we are doing with
money and asserting that we are crying to the federal
government for money. Those opposite should start
investing in this state. They should start spending
money where it needs to be spent, which is education
and which is also, importantly, women.
Women deserve investment. Women deserve support.
And this is exactly what has come out of the Royal
Commission into Family Violence. I cannot thank this
government enough for the seriousness with which it
has approached the royal commission and responded to
its recommendations. I held a forum at a local school a
couple of days ago. I was talking to the students about
their policy areas and their areas of consideration —
what they felt was important and what they wanted to
have investment in. Over the course of our conversation
we spoke about a number of things: we spoke about
mental health issues, and support for those services; we
spoke about kids wanting more activities in the local
area; we spoke about public transport; and we also
spoke about sexism. These girls — and there were girls
and boys in the group I was talking to — spoke about
the fact that they are still subjected to catcalls, that they
are still walking down the street and having men stick
their heads out the window and yell obscene comments
at them, that they are still being harassed by boys. It is
still happening. These are girls in my community who
are 14, 15 or 16 years old.
It is still occurring, and it is this government that has
recognised that we need to call this behaviour out and
recognised that it needs to stop because when we have
gender equality and stop having men harassing women
around their physical appearance and sexuality, that is
when we start to reduce and remove the horrible
tragedy that is family violence. This is how we do it,
and it is this government that is stepping up and doing
something about this matter. It is happening to our
14 and 15-year-old girls now, and if we do not do
something about it, in 15 years time it will happen to
our girls who are being born now. This cycle has to
stop, and it is fantastic that we are spending
$152 million to begin a housing blitz that will shelter
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more family violence victims so they do not have the
Hobson’s choice of homelessness or returning to an
abusive relationship. We need to give women the
ability and the chances to escape safely. They need to
be kept safe.
We are supporting family violence services such as
crisis support and counselling. We are investing
$61.6 million for family violence prevention that is
aimed at where Victorians live, play, work and learn.
This includes expanding the respectful relationships
program and introducing Victoria’s first gender
equality strategy. This is so important, and again it is
only a Labor government that has recognised how
important it is. If you have healthy and safe women,
you are going to have a healthy and safe economy. You
are going to have a happy and safe community and
happy and safe kids. This does not happen if you do not
have happy and safe women, and this government
completely understands that. It understands that gender
inequality is at the root of this problem, and only a
Labor government will address this problem and do
something about it. It is about time, and I am glad that
we are getting on with it.
I also want to congratulate the government on the
$19 million it is spending on family violence navigators
to guide victims through crisis and recovery, as
recommended in the Luke Batty coronial inquest. I am
also glad about the $15.4 million for an independent
monitor to hold government to account as the system is
overhauled. We are not just barging in here; we actually
want to be monitored. We want to know that we are
doing the right thing, and we want people to see that.
We are putting money where our mouth is. We are
investing, and again I do not understand how the
member for Ripon thinks that investing in communities,
investing in people and making people healthier,
smarter and better is a bad investment — I really do
not — but it just goes to show you the short-sightedness
of the coalition and how it cannot plan for the future
and cannot see the future beyond its own nose because
it cannot plan outside the 24-hour news cycle.
This is why today opposition members have devoted
their time not to talking about the budget in question
time, not to talking about the money we are investing in
this community, but rather going down the path of a
Herald Sun argument with the United Firefighters
Union. That is what they are focused on. They are
focused on an issue that is not about the economy or
how this state is being governed. They have decided to
participate in an argument that the Herald Sun is
having. How much does this help the Victorian
community? Let us talk about the things that matter to
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people’s everyday lives — how they are getting their
kids to school and how their kids are learning at school.
The government is working on roads and investing in
transport, and I have not even hit on the fantastic
$141.2 million investment in the Hurstbridge rail line,
which is absolutely wonderful. I cannot tell you how
many streamers and sparklers there are and how many
parties are being held in my electorate at the moment
because someone is finally doing something about the
Hurstbridge line. I have been banging on about this line
for most of my life, and I am so glad to have a minister
who has listened to me and said, ‘Vicky, we are going
to do something about it’ — and we are. We are
investing in duplicating that line, and we are fixing the
line between Greensborough and Eltham. Thank God it
is finally happening.
Mr Edbrooke — Hallelujah!
Ms WARD — Hallelujah indeed! I could not be
more pleased. And Bolton Street has got its money. We
have $10.3 million invested in Bolton street. I thank the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety, and I thank the
Andrews government for listening to my community,
putting money where it matters, investing in my
community and giving them the things that they need.
We are indeed getting it done.
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) — It is a pleasure to
rise to make a contribution on the Appropriation
(2016–2017) Bill 2016. First I would like to make a
few comments in relation to my electorate and some
specific issues within it. From an East Gippsland
perspective the budget was quite disappointing, and I
do not say that just as a matter of trying to be political
about it. There were some very key projects around
which there was a higher level of anticipation and
expectation in the electorate that was not delivered on.
The two big-ticket items that I am referring to there are
the Stratford rail bridge over the Avon River and the
completion of the Bairnsdale Secondary College, and
they do require further discussion. As we have just
heard from the member for Eltham, there was a new
school delivered to Eltham, and that is obviously a
terrific result for that community. I have a brother in
Eltham who would be very pleased to hear about the
great infrastructure that is being provided to that
particular suburb, but I can say that it is in stark contrast
to the community of Bairnsdale.
To give members a bit of history in relation to the
Bairnsdale Secondary College, both Labor and the
coalition committed to building this school in the
lead-up to the 2010 election. It was to be done in two
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stages, and it had very strong bipartisan support.
Stage 1 was subsequently delivered in the coalition’s
term in government — a magnificent facility there for
the kids — but the school remains only half built. Then
in the lead-up to the 2014 election, four years later, the
enormous commitment by the Labor Party to complete
this school that existed prior to 2010 disappeared off the
radar.
The coalition committed to the many millions of dollars
to complete the school, and what was a high priority for
the party now in government prior to 2010 attracted no
attention whatsoever — no visits, no commentary. That
might have had something to do with the Labor
candidate, who did not live in the electorate. The first
time she entered the electorate was two days before the
election, and then she disappeared just as quickly as she
had arrived. People from the Bairnsdale Secondary
College community could not even get a hearing with
the candidate, let alone a hearing with the shadow
minister. So it was very disappointing that that school
completely dropped off the radar.
Subsequent to that and over 12 months ago the now
Minister for Education received invitations from
myself — which I have repeated in this house several
times — and the school council to come to Bairnsdale
and meet with the school community. Prior to
Christmas one of his staff members provided a
comment from the minister’s office to TRFM, our
commercial radio station, and the comment from the
minister’s office was that the minister would be visiting
Bairnsdale Secondary College in early 2016. We have
just ticked over into May, the fifth month, and not only
has he not visited but the school has had absolutely no
contact with the minister whatsoever.
I repeat in this house for the umpteenth time that the
school community simply wants to talk to the Minister
for Education. Twelve months ago the school sent an
invite and it has been repeated here a number of times,
so for the minister to be in here trumpeting that this is
the education state is ridiculous because all this school
wants, as the biggest secondary college in the region, is
to have a chat — either for him to come down or for
him to receive a delegation from the school. I do not
think it is acceptable that 12 months later the school has
not even received a response.
The other item I mentioned was the Stratford rail
bridge, and that is an interesting one. In October 2014
members of the then coalition government representing
Gippsland had a meeting with V/Line in Gippsland. It
was about six weeks out from the election, and at that
briefing we were advised that the costing and planning
for the new replacement bridge over the Avon River at
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Stratford was almost complete. We were told of a plan
whereby the bridge would be largely constructed off
site so that it could be put in place with minimal
disruption to the rail line, but we were told by V/Line
that some i’s had to be dotted and some t’s had to be
crossed before that would be finalised.
So in the budget six months later, I understand that a
couple of those i’s might have needed to be dotted and
t’s crossed still, but here we are, 18 months later, into
the second budget, and it is very disappointing that
there is just no mention of replacing this bridge. As far
as rail bridges go in Victoria, I would say that this
would be the one that is absolutely most in need. Of
interest is that last year the government, with the
support and the attendance of an upper house member
for Eastern Victoria Region, Ms Shing, conducted a lot
of Public Transport Victoria regional network
development planning meetings. There were
consultations right across Gippsland, and there were a
couple held in my electorate.
The report on that was put out in November, and in the
summaries of those public consultation meetings,
which I have just been going over again on my iPad, a
number of improvements to the Gippsland line were
suggested. Surprise, surprise, one of the most common
themes was the replacement of the Avon River bridge
at Stratford. But there were also things like new
services into the region, the installation of myki
ticketing systems at Bairnsdale and Sale train
stations — all these wonderful little suggestions that
were harvested from our communities by the
government in a report released in November.
Five months later the budget comes out and there is
nothing in there that acts on any of those public
consultation meetings or the recommendations that
came out of them, which is extremely disappointing. So
in relation to the Stratford rail bridge, I can only hope
that when some projects start getting announced out of
the $700 million regional transport fund — we are
anticipating it will be $700 million from the sale of the
lease of the port of Melbourne — hopefully outside of
the budget process later this year the Stratford rail
bridge is indeed one of the first cabs off the rank.
To provide a little bit of balance, there were some
pieces of good news in the budget. One issue that I
have advocated on very heavily, which I am sure the
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water
is sick of me bringing up, is the Gippsland Lakes
Environment Fund. Some $10 million was to be
provided over four years. Why that could not have been
provided in the first year, in last year’s budget, I will
never know. It created an enormous amount of

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
Tuesday, 3 May 2016

ASSEMBLY

uncertainty in our region, particularly for all those
people who are working in those programs within our
region. It is obviously a good thing that that certainty
has been now provided, but we did not need that level
of uncertainty in the first place.
We have also had a number of overtaking lanes that
have recently been constructed — coalition funded —
between Nowa Nowa and Orbost on Princes Highway
east. Now that that program is going to be continued we
will have further overtaking lanes, and that will
obviously be a huge benefit to driver safety within the
region. There is one fait accompli out of the budget that
I must mention — that is, the money for the Macalister
irrigation district next stage. That is very important for
our region, particularly now that milk producers
associated with Murray Goulburn have had some bad
news in relatively recent times with the milk price.
However, that upgrade will go ahead. In relation to that
funding, the minister put the overarching rider in place
that it was dependent on the sale of the port lease. We
do not think it should have been attached to that. We
think this upgrade deserved funding in its own right, but
it was attached to the port lease. Now that that measure
has gone ahead it was pleasing to see that in the budget,
which will be good news for the
Stratford-Hayfield-Maffra communities of my
electorate.
We had an interesting situation when a new police
station at Mallacoota was announced because nobody
seemed to know it was coming. In fact it came as
somewhat of a surprise to police command in East
Gippsland, given that it is commonly recognised that
the police station in greatest need of upgrade in my
electorate is Orbost. There were a few members of the
community and the police force locally who were
scratching their heads as to why Mallacoota was getting
a new police station and why Bairnsdale, which is our
newest police station, was having a major
refurbishment while Orbost was overlooked.
Nevertheless it is important for the people of
Mallacoota; it is terrific news for them.
I would like to make a few comments from a portfolio
perspective. It is disappointing that there has been
minimal investment in public drug and alcohol
residential rehabilitation beds. I am pleased that the
Minister for Mental Health is at the table. I am sure he
would know that at present in Victoria we have 208
public drug and alcohol residential rehabilitation beds
compared to over 800 in New South Wales, and many
agencies were expecting a considerable investment in
this area. From reading some of the budget submissions
that came in from organisations like the Victorian
Alcohol and Drug Association, I know that they had it
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as quite a high priority that they wanted more
residential rehabilitation beds. We do have
unacceptable waiting lists, and unfortunately they were
not there.
In the agencies I have been visiting — and I am sure
they are no different to the agencies that the minister
has been visiting — we have a waiting list for people
who go into short-term detox units because when they
come out of there they require residential rehabilitation
facilities to go into. I have heard of some extremely
unfortunate circumstances where between receiving
their detox treatment and waiting for a public
residential rehabilitation bed — because they cannot
afford private — some people have passed away, which
is an absolute tragedy. I am certainly not trying to make
any political points out of this. I am just raising the fact
that there is a recognised need for more public
residential rehabilitation beds in this state.
In the aged-care sector the budget for seniors programs
and participation has been reduced, and there is no
increase in hours of respite for aged care in this year’s
budget. This is on top of costs imposed on our aged
citizens, who will be facing price rises in certain other
areas. We have got a new electricity tax that will drive
up power bills for senior citizens and indeed the entire
community that other members before me have
mentioned. We have increases to the fire services levy.
That will have an impact on all of our residents,
including our aged-care residents. For those that are still
driving we have also had registration increases which
were touched on by the member for Ripon in her
speech. One of the aged-care agencies sent me an email
this week when I was seeking a bit of budget feedback.
The quote was ‘There is nothing really in it for us at all,
but some of the taxes impact on our senior citizens’.
That is concerning.
In the disability area we have had a reduction in the
hours of community-based respite, and I note there is a
new listing in the budget for contributions to the
national disability insurance scheme. I would be hoping
that we would soon have some further detailed
commentary around the full commitment of $2.5 billion
that is required by 2019. I would hope that the minister
would be able to, I guess, give the wider Victorian
community some peace of mind and comfort about the
fact that that is locked in, particularly in the current
economic climate when we have a budget surplus and
could commit to the full $2.5 billion.
There was no increase in funding in the budget for
disability advocacy clients. I have met in recent months
with organisations like the Gippsland Carers
Association, which was receiving a level of support
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from the previous government, but that was halted
under this government. It was obviously hoping to have
that funding reinstated, but that has not come to
fruition.
In the area of housing, we have a forecast increase of
222 social housing dwellings. I note that this is
inclusive of the 130 new dwellings for family violence
victims, and there is clearly a great need for that
accommodation in our community. While it is critically
important that we address that issue — there is no
doubt about that — this leaves less than 100 new
dwellings to assist in further reducing the public
housing waiting list below its current figure of a little
over 32 000. I would also welcome, in due time, some
information from the minister about where that new
public housing will be located, hoping there would be a
percentage in rural and regional Victoria.
Overall the budget does not provide what we had been
hoping for. The Bairnsdale Secondary College and the
Stratford rail bridge are two items in my electorate that
need improvement. As I said, I hope the rail bridge can
be funded out of the $700 million regional transport
fund and that it is delivered sooner rather than later. It is
possibly the highest priority, along with the Bairnsdale
Secondary College, in my electorate. With respect to
the Bairnsdale Secondary College, I reiterate that we
just want the minister — and I notice that the member
for Scoresby, Mr Wells, a former Bairnsdale Secondary
College student, has entered the chamber — to come
down and fund the new school.
Mr EREN (Minister for Tourism and Major
Events) — I am very pleased indeed to be speaking in
support of the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016. I
would firstly like to congratulate the Treasurer, the
Minister for Finance and of course the Premier, all of
my ministerial colleagues and indeed all government
members for such a great budget this year. Government
members went out there and listened to the community,
and the community provided input into what they
wanted from a government — a government that cares.
Clearly that was fed back through the ministers, and
accordingly the government has made determinations
which by and large most of the community appreciate.
We are proof that as a government you can be a fiscally
and financially responsible government with a healthy
surplus in the bank while also making sure you do not
make vicious cutbacks that hurt the community.
We are very proud on this side of the house to be
standing here today and, if you can call it that, boasting
about such a great budget, because you do have to on
occasions make it very clear that governments can
actually perform their duties without hurting
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communities. That is exactly what we have done. We
have listened to the community, and we are investing
heavily in those things that the community expects us
as a government to invest in. Of course we know the
alternative in the sense that the previous government
did the exact opposite. What it did was cut back on
critically important areas such as education and TAFE.
The health system, of course, was in crisis as well. This
budget reflects the Andrews Labor government’s
commitment to be the education state, whilst also
delivering in the very important areas of sport, tourism
and major events, and veterans.
I know that we have said this on a number of occasions,
but it is about getting things done. With budgets you
can talk about stuff and you sometimes talk at length
about what you want to do and all that sort of stuff, but
eventually governments sometimes do not do anything;
they talk about it. This budget is about making sure we
get things done. As the Minister for Sport I am
extremely proud that we are the sporting capital of the
world and the world’s most livable city five times over.
We are the most multicultural city in the world, and our
population is accordingly growing at a faster rate than
anywhere in the nation. Why would you not want to
live in this state? We have a great government looking
after its people.
Along with that comes a lot of pressure on a
government. I would like to point out some of the
investments that continue to be made in my electorate,
and then I will get to my portfolios accordingly. I am
proud to say that this is my 10th budget, having been a
member for 14 years. We were out of government for
four years, and we are trying to recover some of the
losses we made during the time we were in opposition.
As I said, this is my 10th budget, and again I can
proudly say that record investments are being made in
Geelong. For the first four years the electorate of Lara
and the wider community of Geelong were part of
record investments made by the then Bracks and
Brumby governments. The four years under the
Baillieu and Napthine governments were extremely
bleak mainly for Geelong, where there were a lot of job
losses. Investment in education, particularly TAFE, was
dwindling, and there was some uncertainty going
forward. Clearly Geelong had had enough after one
term of that government.
However, I am extremely proud to be standing here as a
member of the Andrews Labor government and happy
to announce that the investments we have made in the
Geelong region for the second year in a row have been
tremendous. There is $4.2 million in funding for North
Geelong Secondary College, and might I say that we
have already announced that we will provide an
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additional $6 million to Northern Bay College, which is
a cluster of five schools in the northern suburbs of
Geelong. They are going ahead nicely in terms of their
development, and so it is timely that we are investing in
other parts of Geelong where it is vitally needed.
As I said, there is $4.2 million in funding for North
Geelong Secondary College. This is a school which has
had a fantastic revitalisation under its principal, Nick
Adamou. These funds will go towards an upgrade and
school modernisation. Nelson Park specialist school is
also getting funding for a school upgrade and
modernisation. I know that the principal, Libby
Gatgens, was very excited when I spoke to her about
the $2.5 million her school will be receiving from this
budget, and I cannot wait to see the great work she will
be able to do with this funding.
The Lara train station will be equipped with 100 new
car parks to cater for the growth of our region — and of
course public transport is a big issue for Geelong. This
budget delivers $17.6 million, which will see a massive
investment in public transport and roads. More V/Line
rolling stock has been ordered to support further
Geelong and Warrnambool services and to address
overcrowding issues. There is also $280 million to fund
27 new VLocity carriages, and an investment of
$131 million will increase passenger rail services to
Ballarat, Traralgon, Geelong, Shepparton, Bendigo and
Warrnambool. This will mean more than 50 additional
services for Geelong each week. This budget also
provides $516.7 million for the Ballarat rail corridor
improvement, which will have flow-on effects for
Geelong and its commuters.
There will be $10 million for the Geelong tech school,
which is a fantastic announcement for the whole of our
region. This school will be based at The Gordon city
campus, and it is expected to open in mid-2018. It will
have an industry focus on professional, scientific and
technical subjects, health care and social assistance, as
well as construction, and it will have links to advanced
manufacturing, robotics, agriscience and business. The
school will also create an important partnership
between the industry, TAFE and Deakin University.
Geelong Performing Arts Centre is a fantastic
institution. It had received $30 million for
refurbishment, and it sought more money for further
improvements. We are very proud that Geelong
Performing Arts Centre has received $7 million in this
budget to assist with its redevelopment.
There is $4 million in the budget for a planning study
that will be undertaken to determine the preferred
alignment for an extension of the Geelong Ring Road
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to the Bellarine Peninsula. There has also been a
$5.5 million funding boost to revitalise Geelong. This
will deliver the early stages of the Central Geelong
Action Plan, which will include outdoor spaces and
streetscapes to unlock investment and drive economic
activity in the Geelong central business district. The
$325 million investment in jobs initiatives for
infrastructure and services includes $5.5 million for the
Geelong planning authority. This will be crucial in
providing planning for key projects to revitalise the
centre of Geelong, such as the conference centre. The
government will prioritise support for retrenched
automotive workers. This budget invests $596 million
in policing, including additional police, equipment,
technology and other services across the whole state so
that police get the resources they need to keep us safe.
I could go on and on about some of the government’s
broader initiatives, but in the short time that I have left
there is a lot to talk about in relation to my portfolios.
There is so much investment going on. Melbourne is
the sporting capital of the world. Since coming to
government we have invested over $145 million in
grassroots sporting infrastructure. We have created
certainty about funding streams. We are ensuring that
as Melbourne is the sporting capital of Australia and the
world and as we have the highest participation rates in
sport, Victorians have access to the facilities that they
deserve.
We are investing $100 million in grassroots sporting
clubs through the Community Sports Infrastructure
Fund, and we invested $9.6 million in 64 inner city
netball courts in our last budget. We are providing
accessible, high-quality community sport and recreation
activities, which are a vital part of building healthy and
active communities for all Victorians. We are listening
to Victorians, who are screaming out for indoor
stadiums. We are the first government to deliver a
dedicated $22 million Better Indoor Stadiums Fund.
When the growth in ball sports is taken into account, it
can be recognised that this fund was needed.
Regional Victoria is home to the state’s top football and
netball clubs, and we are continuing important
investment in our country football netball program,
with an $8 million investment over the next four years.
This is a true partnership between the government,
netball and AFL, so I am pleased to advise that
$1 million will be contributed to this fund by both of
those codes over the next four years.
We are investing in three sport infrastructure
commitments: the Moorabbin Reserve redevelopment,
which is a very important development; the Elsternwick
Park redevelopment; and the construction of the new
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pavilion at the Carrum Downs Recreation Reserve. The
budget also includes a boost of $2 million to the
Significant Sporting Events program, which secures
more than 70 events for Melbourne and regional
Victoria each year. Simonds Stadium is regional
Victoria’s best venue — —
Mr Watt — On a point of order, Acting Speaker, I
refer to page 77 of Rulings from the Chair, which
states:
Prohibition on reading speeches and exceptions.
It is a well-established practice that members do not read their
speeches. The purpose of this rule is to maintain the cut and
thrust of debate — —

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Edwards) —
Order! Could the member for Burwood get to his point
of order.
Mr Watt — The member is clearly reading his
speech. I would ask you to get him to not read his
speech.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Edwards) —
Order! There is no point of order. The minister, to
continue.
Mr EREN — That is what you get from an
opposition that does not like the great budget that we
have announced. I will continue.
Simonds Stadium is the best regional stadium. The
opposition did not invest any money during its term in
government into making that stadium the best in the
nation, if not the world, in terms of regional Victoria.
The opposition did not support Labor’s $75 million
proposal prior to the last election. We on this side of the
house know how important this infrastructure spend is.
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to ensure that this industry will rise from a net worth of
$21 billion to $30 billion over the next few years. We
are investing $101 million in regional tourism
infrastructure. We have already announced that
$48 million of that will go to one of the jewels in our
crown: the Phillip Island Penguin Parade, a nature park
that attracts 2500 people every day and that is worth so
much to our economy. We have also announced
$20 million for regional events to ensure Victorians and
visitors alike have even more reason to spend their
money beyond Melbourne.
This is the issue. Those opposite called it the toenails of
Victoria. That is what the Kennett government called
regional Victoria, unlike this government, which
appreciates and values regional Victoria. We have also
boosted our Business Events Fund, which will receive
an additional $9 million, bringing this fund up to its
highest ever level and meaning Melbourne will
continue to attract the biggest, highest yielding
conferences and exhibitions.
The Andrews Labor government is investing
$200 million in the Melbourne Convention and
Exhibition Centre to make sure that it has the best
facilities in which to have these business events. When
you consider all the other contributions that we are
making — $38 million for marketing activities to show
the world we have the best of everything, $30 million
for the international education sector and $152 million
for creative industries — it is clear they will also boost
our visitor economy.
This budget also delivers $8 million for an upgrade to
Budj Bim, one of the state’s unique Aboriginal heritage
sites. Of course when I and the government consider all
of these things, we know that this industry is important
to our state to grow the jobs that the previous
government had lost.

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr EREN — This is what I like about the
opposition. When they are hurt by a great budget like
the one that has been provided by the government,
opposition members carp and carry on like they are
doing at the moment. They yap, yap, yap, yap, yap,
because they could not do anything during the time they
were in government.
When I get to tourism and major events, what a great
story I have to tell. The previous government was
asleep at the wheel. It did not care about tourism at all.
It let tourism dwindle. This is the important point about
this government. We acknowledge that this industry is
worth a lot to our economy. That is exactly what we are
doing through the strategic investments we are making

Can I get to veterans in the short time I have left. We
are very proud on this side of the house to have made
so many investments and had so many activities,
particularly in the year of the centenary last year which
continues on for the next four years. We are investing
$5 million to commemorate and educate the public
about the Anzac centenary, and the Premier’s Spirit of
Anzac Prize (SOAP) has supported over 100 students
to undertake a study tour of a lifetime. This year we are
expanding the SOAP program from 12 to 22 students
for overseas study tours and from 16 to 20 students for
the Canberra tour.
I have 30 seconds left, and there is so much more to
say. We are providing the 5000 Poppies program,
which was displayed on the steps of Parliament House
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this year, with $200 000 to head to the Chelsea Flower
Show. We are investing $1 million to commemorate the
50th anniversary of Long Tan and the Vietnam War,
including the graveside vigils and VetRide, which have
already taken place. We were pleased to announce last
week a $1 million Veterans Heritage and History
strategy to secure the long-term heritage of our
ex-service community. This is a great budget, and I
commend it to the house.
Mr WELLS (Rowville) — I join the debate on the
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016. I want to start
off by asking: can anyone remember any time when a
Labor government left the finances in a better state than
when it found them when it won an election?
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr WELLS — 2010? Come in, Spinner. That is
exactly what I wanted you to say. Let me say, this is
what we had to confront when we came to power in
2010, left to us by those economic financial wizards
from the Labor Party! The first thing we found was that
the spending on myki was completely out of control,
and there were no solutions. The Melbourne fruit and
vegetable market was an absolute disaster, and what
Labor was doing was forcing all the fruit and vegetable
growers out to a place for which it had not even signed
contracts. The desalination plant was costing, in fixed
costs, $1.8 million a day. But undoubtedly the classic of
all classics was the regional rail project.
This project was something that Labor was very proud
of. Running into government, it had a plan to connect
Bendigo, Ballarat and Geelong to the metropolitan
system. The idea and the concept was very good, and
that is that a train would go all the way from Bendigo,
Ballarat and Geelong straight into Spencer Street. The
concept was great, but what sort of moronic department
or government or cabinet or minister would put
together such a great big infrastructure project and
forget two vital points — one, no signals; two, no
trains? If you are going to have a lot more services, you
would think that you would put on more trains and
certainly have a signal program. So the fantastic
so-called regional rail project and infrastructure event
was $500 million short because it did not have any
signals attached to it.
I know that the member for Murray Plains, the Leader
of The Nationals, was also absolutely frustrated when
he found out on coming to government just how
hopeless the previous Labor government was. The
telling point was that revenues were growing on
average at 6.9 per cent but expenses were growing at
7.2 per cent. Every day, every month and every year
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that was going past, Labor was falling further and
further behind, trying to keep pace with a falling
revenue. Clearly it was not altering the expenses to
make the budget balance, so what happened? Kevin
Rudd came with the stimulus packages. Under the
Rudd and Gillard governments a whole heap of
stimulus payments were made to Victoria for schools
and other worthwhile projects, but the problem was that
the Victorian Labor government had to rely on those
stimulus payments to keep the budget in surplus. If it
had not been for those payments, then the budget would
have been in deficit. Without those payments, the
budget was in technical deficit.
The Department of Treasury and Finance (DTF), whose
independence the Labor government recognises when it
comes to financial advice, as do we, said that had the
incoming coalition government not taken steps the
deficit would have been $10 billion at the end of the
Labor forward estimates in 2010 — a $10 billion deficit
that the previous Labor government got so terribly
wrong. On top of that, we had the $6 billion GST
writedown and the $1.2 billion writedown in stamp
duty over a four-year period. So never, ever has there
been a time when a Labor government has left the
finances in better shape than when it found them.
We have had people from the other side call out,
‘2010’. That is just blatantly wrong. In 1999 Alan
Stockdale, the then Treasurer, left a surplus of
$1.8 billion and an efficient economy, yet Labor was
still able to spend it. The Labor government was
spending like a drunken sailor — spending, spending,
spending — and not increasing productivity. As a result
of that Victoria came across tough times. Labor is
never, ever able to get its finances right, and it never
leaves the budget in a better position than it found it.
If we look at the pre-election budget update for 2014,
which is a document that both sides of Parliament rely
on in regard to the true state of the finances, we can see
that it showed a $9 billion surplus over the forward
estimates under the previous coalition government. It is
ironic that despite record amounts of taxes coming in,
the surplus under the current budget is exactly the same
as the surplus Labor inherited from the previous
government. Where it says it is prudent and everything
else, if you were to stack up the increase in taxes, then
there has been no improvement whatsoever. What the
Treasurer was saying in regard to prudent management
is obviously wrong.
On jobs growth, under the coalition government,
between December 2010 and 2014, 130 000 jobs were
created, and that left all the other states for dead. These
are not our numbers; these are numbers that were given
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to the community by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics. In the final year of the coalition government
there was growth of almost 80 000 jobs. Labor came
into office promising the world when it came to jobs
growth, and despite the Premier saying Labor would
deliver on every single election commitment, this has
failed and there is no question that those opposite will
say, ‘We got this wrong. The jobs that we promised still
will not be delivered’.
Who remembers this? All of us remember that on the
night before the election Peter Mitchell from Channel 7
said:
… all the polls say you will be Victoria’s next Premier. If you
are, do you promise Victorians here tonight that you will not
increase taxes or introduce any new taxes?

And this is what the Premier said:
I make that promise, Peter, to every single Victorian.

Of course that was blatantly wrong. In this budget
Labor has hiked up the fire services property levy by
7.2 per cent; introduced a brand-new tax, the land tax
surcharge for absentee owners, of 0.5 per cent; and
introduced a stamp duty surcharge for foreign buyers of
3 per cent. So is the government now saying, ‘Hang on
a minute, they are not taxes. They are not new taxes’?
This represents a state tax increase of 20.7 per cent
since the election. So in just two years taxes have
increased from $17.9 billion to $21.6 billion. This is yet
another broken promise.
Of course the issue that Labor is going to be faced with
is the increase in public sector wages. If you look at the
$2.8 billion increase in public sector wages, our side
has no issue with regard to the frontline services; it is
the back office we have concerns about.
Ms Thomas — You hate public services, don’t you?
Mr WELLS — No, you are not listening, I just said
that we have great admiration for the frontline services
of the public service. There is no question at all, and we
have been very consistent on that, but when it comes to
the back office, the government has a $2.8 billion
increase. The public service under the previous Labor
government was increasing by 5 per cent on average.
When we had population growth increasing by about
1.6 per cent to 2 per cent, Labor had the back office of
the public service increasing by 5 per cent.
One of the frustrations with this government is Labor’s
waste and mismanagement. I come back to the
east–west tunnel, which is still the biggest issue in the
outer east and in the electorate of Rowville by a million
miles. We want the east–west tunnel built. We all
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remember that in the run-up to the 2014 election we
were categorically told by the opposition leader, now
Premier, that there would not be one cent of
compensation paid. Well, he was right — it was not one
cent. In the Victorian Auditor-General’s Office media
release of 9 December 2015 the Acting
Auditor-General, Dr Peter Frost, announced that the
tunnel:
… was terminated in June 2015 with more than $1.1 billion
paid, or expected to be paid, by the state for little tangible
benefit.

If you talk to someone from overseas and explain to
them that we spent $1.1 billion not to build a tunnel,
they look at you and think that something is wrong;
something is wrong if you spend $1.1 billion not to
build a tunnel. This is a project that sooner or later will
have to be built, because you cannot have a situation
where a capital city the size of Melbourne does not
have a ring-road. The east–west tunnel would connect
the Eastern Freeway with the Tullamarine Freeway so
that if there were an issue on the Monash, you would be
able to take the alternative; you would be able to get
onto the Eastern Freeway, get into the east–west tunnel
and do business. It is not just motorists getting to work;
it is all those hardworking tradespeople and people in
business who need the east–west tunnel built.
I will just touch briefly on the Country Fire Authority
(CFA) and the goings-on with that organisation. After
question time I am just bemused with the way the
Labor government is treating volunteers. To have a
situation where you are going to give the United
Firefighters Union (UFU) veto powers over the CFA
board and the chief fire officer is blatantly wrong. I tell
you what, when it comes to the next major bushfire —
and Victoria is renowned for them, and we need that
surge capacity — it will be interesting to know how
many CFA volunteers are still in, because the
frustration among CFA volunteers is boiling over. My
whole electorate of Rowville is in a CFA area, and we
rely on them 24 hours a day.
We have great respect for the CFA volunteers, but the
Premier is reported to be intervening in this to take the
side of Peter Marshall and the UFU and to say that it is
a legitimate right as part of the enterprise bargaining
agreement to be able to have veto power. It is
interesting that the previous coalition government
fought it every step of the way. When it came to the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade we fought every single step
of the way to get rid of that veto power because we just
simply did not believe that the union should have veto
over the chief fire officer. It is wrong now, and it will
be wrong in the future.
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With regard to my Rowville electorate, we ended up
from this budget getting absolutely nothing. We
promised, in the run-up to the last election, an upgrade
to the Scoresby CFA and to the intersection at
Henderson Road and Ferntree Gully Road. We
promised $10 million for the Rowville Secondary
College, a huge secondary college with around
1600 students. It is a great school that needs upgraded
facilities. We made a promise to Rowville Primary
School, and we promised Scoresby Secondary College
an upgrade of $5 million. We made promises in relation
to Park Ridge Primary School, Karoo Primary School,
Lysterfield footy club, Scoresby footy club and the
duplication of Napoleon Road. We wanted Ferntree
Gully Road upgraded, and obviously for Dorset Road
we wanted the duplication extended. There are major
projects in our area, but not one of them attracted one
cent from this budget. I hope that the Labor government
does not mind if we say that this budget was a failure
for people in the Rowville electorate.
Just recapping: it is beyond belief the way the UFU is
pushing around the government and the CFA. It is no
wonder that public sector wages have blown out so
much, and there will be a lot more to come with regard
to increased wages if the UFU gets its way with the
CFA, especially when you have to have seven career
firefighters on the fireground before operations can
start. It is just absolutely ludicrous. No matter how
small the fire may be, having seven on that fireground
simply does not make sense. To have a situation where
a career firefighter cannot report to a volunteer
firefighter with regard to control rooms suggests
someone does not understand how the fire system
works in this state. With those words I cannot say that I
wish the bill a safe and speedy passage. I think it is an
incredible disappointment, especially to the people in
the electorate of Rowville.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — This is a
big-picture budget that reimagines the world’s most
livable city, delivers new jobs, growth and productivity,
improves health and education, and creates opportunity
and innovation across Victoria. It combines the values
of a fair go with the discipline of a AAA rating — a
contemporary Labor budget combining heart and head.
The budget also shows families where they fit into the
big picture. An example is how patients are delighted
that almost $20 million will be invested to build the
Broadmeadows surgery unit, which is expected to
deliver 2500 surgeries per year for cancer patients as
well as pain-relieving orthopaedic and general surgery.
This is an example of why Labor matters.
The member for Rowville went to the issue of memory.
Let us not be selective about this. Let us actually look at
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what happened in the past, because a hospital should
have been built in Broadmeadows decades ago — and
what happened? We ended up with a Yes, Minister
hospital in Essendon. Why was that? Because the
Liberal government of the day was trying to sandbag a
marginal seat. It was called the Yes, Minister hospital
because when it opened there were no patients and
there were plastic wrappers still on the equipment. This
was symbolic of the way that the then government and,
generations later, subsequent coalition governments
have tried to run the state — to sandbag self-interest
rather than governing in the public interest.
It reminds me of what happened with the recent media
coverage where we had the former federal member for
Indi, Sophie Mirabella, saying straight out — a direct
threat to Victorians — that the electorate did not receive
$10 million funding from the federal coalition
government because it did not vote for the coalition.
That is a punitive brand of politics; it is driven by fear.
It does not show hope or vision or the commitment to
deliver the services that communities need.
I will put it in big-picture terms for members. Over the
passage of time what has happened to the people that I
represent is that the combination of a coalition
government at the state level for one term only and a
federal coalition has denied them access to up to
$1 billion. Forget $10 million! This is what has
occurred. We had the reverse Robin Hood strategy
from the coalition when it was in power, when the
current opposition leader, then Minister for Planning,
worked on the project for the community activity centre
in Broadmeadows for two years in a bipartisan way.
Then we read the coalition’s budget when it came out,
and there was an asterisk: ‘No longer proceeding’.
What had happened? The coalition had taken the
money out to sandbag the seat of Frankston, and it lost
that.
We are still currently trying to get a deal with the
federal government. I have reached out beyond
partisanship to Malcolm Turnbull to say, ‘Here is a
chance to actually have an enterprise zone based in
Broadmeadows and Melbourne’s north’. How can we
look at providing incentives for new businesses to come
in? We are in this deindustrialised phase, and we need
to create new jobs and new industries in this region.
Here is a way that we can use, in a coordinated,
strategic way, all of the different levers that the three
various tiers of government possess. What would we be
able to do? We would be able to have incentives — tax
concessions — for businesses to come in. We would
look at how we could get high-speed broadband in and
other innovation propositions for the people of
Broadmeadows. They have underwritten prosperity for
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generations with their muscle, their sweat, their
manufacturing nous and their ability to actually deliver,
yet they are being denied access to $800 million in the
automotive transformation scheme where it is needed
most.
Whether you look at this from a jobs and growth
perspective or a national security proposition, we now
have consensus that these are the most important issues
for Australia as a nation. When former Prime Minister
Tony Abbott went to the Australian Security
Intelligence Organisation and it put out the maps which
showed where the terrorist recruitment hotspot was, it
was Campbellfield. What is in Campbellfield? Ford.
What closes in six months? Ford. Which area is hardest
hit? Broadmeadows.
I am looking forward to the federal government in its
budget saying what its commitment is, because it goes
to the proposition about innovation. Broadmeadows is a
community that has been highly innovative. As I have
always said, I want Broadmeadows to be remembered
for the rise of the CSL, not the demise of Ford. Why is
that? Because CSL has grown to be one of our best
companies ever. It produces life-saving blood products,
and it exports them globally. Even though Ford is going
to close its manufacturing, we have the proposition that
it is going to maintain its innovation hub. Why?
Because the best innovation does not come from selling
the most cars globally from Detroit or anywhere else; it
comes from Broadmeadows. There it is — major
corporates. We have it in small and medium-sized
businesses as well, and we had it in the social
innovation that Labor provided in the past. We have to
change the system. We cannot continue to just let
political parties play within a grid that suits their
perception of political advantage at the expense of the
public and at the expense of communities.
As I stand to speak on this budget, Labor is investing in
landmark projects for Broadmeadows. The budget is all
about delivering jobs and growth and trying to unlock
hundreds of millions of dollars of value for the
community. Broadmeadows has ended up with almost
$30 million being invested by state and local
governments in a collaborative proposition, including
$20.2 million to revitalise the Broadmeadows town hall
and featuring a business incubator and professional
spaces to attract new businesses and to adapt it for
conventions, conferences, trade shows in the future and
other initiatives for economic and cultural development.
The project is expected to deliver 200 jobs on site, add
jobs for the community and capture a whole value
potential around this community. There is also the
redevelopment of the Broadmeadows railway station,
which will open that up, and the whole proposition
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about affordable housing. This is what we are looking
to do. This is the big picture frame of reference that the
Victorian government has actually said it is going to
deliver.
It goes to having to try to continually win over coalition
governments so that they can see that they need to be
part of this collaborative approach. The collaboration
and cooperation has been critical to the developments.
The enterprise zone is now the issue being looked at.
When the Treasurer referred to affordable housing
being the next big issue and unfinished business of this
budget, I say that here is a chance to actually look at
what can be done with all of the old housing
commission estates in Broadmeadows that were there
when the suburb was set up. Let us just call it for what
it was set up for: the factory fodder for the industries
that have now gone.
Those big factory jobs have gone, so we have to use our
innovation, but we have to also be collaborative in the
way that we do it. I am calling again in this contribution
for the Turnbull government to not simply pocket that
$800 million, as Tony Abbott did from the automotive
transformation scheme. Remember that at the time the
then minister for industry said it was needed for higher
priorities. There are no higher priorities than jobs,
growth and national security. We have consensus on
that. Let us not see that money just pocketed or again
allocated selectively to try to buy marginal seats or
sandbag seats, because that has been the way that
Broadmeadows has been treated for over half a century.
That is the way these issues have been driven by
coalition governments.
This is a time when we can no longer just ignore or be
wilfully blind to the complexities that these sorts of
communities have. It is not just me saying this; Jesuit
Social Services is arguing this as well. The postcodes of
disadvantage are far more complex now. I have twice
as many Muslim families living side by side with
Syrian refugees, and these are the issues we need to be
careful of because the jobs are not there in the way that
they were in the past.
One of Australia’s greatest gifts has been to offer
people a second chance in life beyond the burden of
history, and all that has changed are the accents, not the
aspirations. My family arrived in Broadmeadows when
Ford first opened in 1958; the McGuire family will
outlast Ford’s manufacturing in Broadmeadows.
These are the issues we need to get a better proposition
for, and we as a nation need an Australian government
that is actually committed to dealing with how we
combine and leverage our assets. Capital goes to
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opportunity. Capital craves infrastructure for
investment, and this is the proposition that I want to put
on the agenda for the bigger picture — for the next
evolution of Broadmeadows. We have the critical
transport infrastructures already there. We have two
train lines into an area that is only 15 kilometres from
the heart of the world’s most livable city. We have the
Tullamarine Freeway that is now being expanded under
this government. That is really important. We have a
ring-road, and we have a curfew-free international
airport at our back door. What would Sydney pay to
have that specific set of pieces of infrastructure?
We need to now see the bigger picture of opportunity,
particularly, as I am saying, for Melbourne’s north.
When you look at it, you can see that the population of
Melbourne’s north is more than four times the size of
Geelong, and it is expected to grow by another
500 000 people in the next 20 years, meaning it will be
home to an estimated 1 in 20 Australians. Food and
beverage manufacturing in Melbourne’s north is bigger
than all of South Australia. Melbourne’s north also has
the highest proportion of undeveloped industrial land in
Melbourne — about 60 per cent — defining
Melbourne’s north as the most sustainable and
affordable region to cope with population growth.
The region is rapidly transferring from the heavy
industries to a clever, advanced manufacturing zone. I
remind the Parliament that former Premier John
Brumby designated Broadmeadows as the capital of
Melbourne’s north, but we still have this experience of
the tale of two cities: the poorest community,
historically neglected, within the world’s most livable
city. Its fate is also challenging and confronting to
Australia because what we are addressing here and
what this government has invested in is how we deal
with the issues of globalisation, the demise of local
manufacturing, population growth to drive economic
activity, multiculturalism and a fair go. This is what I
am calling for: that we have a coordinated strategy to
deal with the threats and — —
Mr Walsh interjected.
Mr McGUIRE — I take up the interjection from the
Leader of The Nationals, or is it the Country Party?
Which party is it? The investment is there. That is what
I am saying. We have got it from the Victorian
government. It is a record investment. It is $43 million,
and then, in a combined way with local government to
get the multiplier effect, all I am asking is that the
Australian government be a partner. Why would it
partner? Because here is the innovation hub and centre.
We have got the innovation. We have got CSL Behring,
and we have got Ford. We have got the best innovation,
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so why will the Liberals not do it? What is the reason?
It is because the people do not vote for them. That is the
reason I am calling out. This is the political bias, the
systemic failure, the historic neglect and the wilful
blindness that must be sorted. That is the complexity I
am seeing. I am glad to take up that interjection any
time.
The Minister for Health is at the table. We are going to
come out with a strategy that makes Victoria the leader
nationally on medical research and sets up the platform
to take us globally. That is what Labor does. This is
where we invest. These are the jobs of the future. The
country is crying out for this sort of leadership. Let us
see what we get from Scott Morrison tonight. Let us see
what he does. What would he do to get the response
from the critics and stakeholders that the Victorian
Treasurer, the Premier and the Victorian government
have got for this budget? How much would he pay? It
would be more than a fistful of dollars, I will tell you
now. That is the point in the run to the line in an
election.
This is the test. The Labor Party’s values have been
stated. Here is the big picture vision to drive jobs,
growth, productivity and prosperity. Here it is where
people have always been left out can see where they fit
in the big picture. That is crucial as well. That is what
has happened with the Victorian budget. That is what I
am looking for from the Australian government. I still
hold out, above partisanship, the hope that it can
actually see the big picture, be part of the big picture,
participate and stop being a bystander. That is why the
Liberals are in government, and now is the time to do it.
They should get rid of the ideological view that they
have to be a bystander rather than a participant, because
this is not what we need at this time. We need these
investments in these communities. An enterprise zone
would help set up Broadmeadows and Melbourne’s
north. It would be a fantastic investment, and it is now
time for the federal government to stand up and be
counted. Let us see what Scott Morrison has got. This is
what Labor is doing in Victoria. That is why I
commend the appropriation bill to the house.
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — I am pleased to rise
today to speak on the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill
2016, the Victorian state budget. I note at the outset that
the budget papers are entitled ‘Getting It Done’. I think
there has been an embarrassing typing error there and
the title should in fact read ‘Not Getting It Done’,
because what we have here is a typical budget of spin
from a Labor government which we know cannot
manage money.
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One example that I want to provide to illustrate my
point is that of the single biggest infrastructure project
in the budget, the $11 billion Melbourne Metro project.
This was announced as fully costed and fully funded
before the 2014 election, but all Victorians can now see
that this was obviously a complete lie. Last week’s
budget shows that, despite being previously touted as
fully funded, it is still only partially funded to the tune
of $2.9 billion. The current government announces and
reannounces its main project as being fully funded, but
the budget papers reveal the truth that only a fraction of
this project has been funded. The Treasurer stated in his
speech last week, and I quote:
This budget delivers $2.9 billion in capital funding toward the
project, and provision has been made in future years as the
project proceeds.

Who on earth knows what that means? What it can be
translated as is that it is essentially another Labor
project on the never-never program. Budget paper 2,
page 7, table 1.1, shows that just $2.9 billion is included
in the budget, as I said.
Sadly for all Victorians, particularly for those who are
struggling with work, the budget has no jobs plan and
no overarching economic plan. Both those deficiencies
in the budget have significant consequences for all
Victorian taxpayers and for all Victorians. If we look at
New South Wales, for example, we can see regarding
job growth that since December 2014 there have been
81 275 more jobs created in New South Wales than in
Victoria. The Victorian coalition in its last year in office
created 77 950 jobs, whereas Labor in its first year
created a mere 33 837 jobs. That does not augur well
for all Victorians, but certainly not for those that are
looking for work.
I note too that the state budget increases state taxes by
$3.7 billion, or a staggering 20.7 per cent, in only two
years. One example is that stamp duty has gone up by
$1.6 billion in just a year. Similarly insurance taxes
have increased, by 6.3 per cent to $1.2 billion. Land tax
has increased by 28.3 per cent to $2.2 billion. Numbers
of those taxes are predicated on an ever-increasing
property market. That may or may not happen. To build
your financial house upon the premise that taxes are
going to continue to increase in that dramatic way is
fraught with danger.
We also see on the expenditure side that public sector
wages have increased by an incredible $2.8 billion
since the election. That equates to an increase from
$18.5 billion to $21.3 billion, which is a 15 per cent
increase. Again the sad thing for Victorian taxpayers is
that that is not an increase in delivery, an increase in
frontline services — an increase in more police,
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emergency services personnel or other employees on
the front line — but rather an increase in fixed
overheads. If we cut to the chase — and other
commentators, particularly in the media, have identified
this — this is the payback deal for union mates. This is
the day of payback for the help that was given in the
lead-up to the 2014 election. This has massive
implications for the rest of the Victorian taxpayers and
other members of the Victorian community.
I can absolutely assure this Parliament that the local
residents that I speak to in Forest Hill — I was talking
to numbers of them on the weekend at different events
and during the course of last week — are not getting
15 per cent pay rises. That is a significant disconnect
between what is going on out in the real world and what
is happening in the Labor public service world.
It is interesting too that the government is exhibiting
breathtaking hypocrisy. On the one hand it is capping
council rate rises at 2.5 per cent and then, as I said, it is
coming up with these massive tax increases left, right
and centre on the other side. Within the budget there are
other tax increases, including state Labor’s own carbon
tax — the tripling of the levy on coal, which generates
the power for 90 per cent of the homes and businesses
in Victoria and which will obviously lead to higher
power prices for all Victorians. It is delusional to think
that putting an impost like that on a provider will not
flow down to the consumer.
I now want to make a couple of comments in relation to
the surpluses as shown in the budget. I refer to budget
paper 2 at page 13 and compare the numbers there with
the pre-election budget update figures that showed what
the coalition had forecast prior to the 2014 election. If
we look at 2014–15, under the coalition there was to be
a $1.1 billion surplus; under Labor there was a
$280 million deficit. Despite what was recorded, the
Auditor-General correctly interpreted that to be a deficit
and not a surplus, as stated by the government. For
2015–16 the coalition had $2.3 billion and Labor had
$1.9 billion. For 2016–17 the coalition had $2.7 billion
and Labor had $2.9 billion. For 2017–18 the coalition
had $3 billion and Labor has a mere $1.8 billion.
In those four years we have a total of coalition
surpluses of $9.1 billion and Labor surpluses of
$6.4 billion, so a difference of $2.7 billion. As I said
last year in my budget reply speech, and I say it again,
the Labor team before coming into government in its
pre-election financial statement committed to deliver
the coalition’s surpluses. That is the stark example of
the reality there — that Labor has failed to do that.

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
Tuesday, 3 May 2016

ASSEMBLY

I want to turn now to infrastructure investment because
again there has been much said about that. Budget
paper 3 at page 13 shows the various inputs. I turn
again to the coalition position and compare it with the
Labor position. In 2014–15 the coalition had
$5.8 billion and Labor had $4.6 billion. In 2015–16, the
coalition had $7.3 billion of infrastructure investment
and Labor had $4.5 billion, and I note that that was
down from last year’s estimate of $5.2 billion. Those
two figures total $13.1 billion for the coalition and
$9.1 billion for Labor, so there is a $4 billion difference
there. As I and others look at it, that just proves the lie
from the government about the so-called shovel-ready
projects. We can see that during the first 17 months of
this state Labor government its members have basically
spent most of that time looking for the shovel.
Turning then to 2016–17, under the coalition there was
to be $7 billion of infrastructure investment and Labor
had $7.5 billion. In 2017–18 there was to be
$6.7 billion under the coalition and under Labor,
$7.7 billion, up from $4.5 billion as was previously
advised. The totals there are: under the coalition,
$26.8 billion and under Labor, $24.3 billion. So, despite
all the chest thumping and carrying on by the Treasurer,
the reality is that the current budget that has just come
down is lower in infrastructure investment than the
position was when the coalition government left office.
What we have is a typical Labor budget — high taxing
and high spending, both at record levels. We see an
ever-increasing size of government, with more
backroom employees and fewer frontline personnel.
That is a real problem for all Victorians.
Turning to some other areas, we can look at the
dividends in budget paper 5. They are outlined at
page 26. We can see that there is some significant
dividend gouging from various statutory organisations.
We can look at the Transport Accident Commission
and see that in the 2017–18 year there will be an almost
doubling of the dividend, from $342 million in the
2016–17 year to $629 million in the 2017–18 year.
Similarly the Treasury Corporation of Victoria,
although smaller in scale, will go from $35 million to
$81 million, so we can see a massive increment there.
During the course of the coalition’s term in office we
heard much about higher education, and particularly
about the TAFE system, so I think it is instructive for
all of us to turn to the budget papers and see what the
current Labor government has done in relation to higher
education, TAFEs and so forth. We can see that by
looking at budget paper 3, pages 184 and 185. We can
look at the output measures in relation to training,
higher education, workforce development and skills.
Basically, as we go through virtually all those
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measures, we can see that there have been substantial
decreases in the delivery end.
Here we have the people who trumpeted the lie for four
years that the previous coalition government had cut
funding to TAFE. We now see in the government’s
very own budget dramatic decreases in terms of the
outputs and deliverables. They are in terms of the
annual government-subsidised module enrolments,
which are down by 15 per cent; government-subsidised
student contact hours through training or further
education providers are down 15 per cent; the number
of apprenticeship traineeship commencements by new
employees is down 11 per cent; the number of
government-subsidised course enrolments is down
16 per cent; the number of students enrolled in
government-subsidised courses, down 15 per cent; and
number of students without year 12, certificate II or
above enrolled in foundation courses is down 26 per
cent. That is just the overview version of those output
measures. That just shows the true picture, because you
cannot hide that. It will be very interesting to see the
reality in relation to those ever-decreasing targets
provided by the current Labor government.
Turning now to the electorate of Forest Hill, basically it
is a sad story for the electorate. We have essentially
missed out on all fronts. Highvale Secondary College
did receive a further capital injection for some building
improvements, following on from the original money
that the previous coalition government had provided.
But when you look at some of the schools in my
electorate, and I have mentioned many times in this
place Vermont Primary School, Orchard Grove
Primary School and Livingstone Primary School, you
see they are very large and fast-growing primary
schools that are in desperate need of funding for various
infrastructure projects. I note in passing that when we
were in government we went back over the records and
we found that in 11 years Labor did not spend a penny
on any of those schools. What a disgrace that is.
In conclusion, this is a typical Labor budget — high
taxing, high spending and a bad budget for Victorians.
It comes from a government that wasted $1.1 billion
not building a major piece of much-needed state
infrastructure. It is a budget that continues to push up
the cost of living. This remains a very significant issue
for most Victorians and certainly for the residents of
my electorate of Forest Hill. The government has not
helped in any way in relation to that. On the contrary, it
has contributed to cost of living pressures for all
Victorians. The government is also not delivering on
increased police numbers. Law and order is drifting out
of control under this government. A range of very
significant problems are now becoming apparent.
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Those Forest Hill residents who use the tolled section
of the Monash Freeway will now be paying tolls for an
additional 10 years to fund the so-called western
distributor on the other side of town, a road that most of
my residents have probably never heard of and will
probably never use. That is a disgraceful way for this
government to be funding a project — by
cross-subsidising it from one side of town to the other.
It has been interesting to see what the media has said in
relation to the state budget. The Herald Sun of 27 April
sums it up with the headline ‘All thanks to the
taxpayer’. Basically it just reiterates the fact that this is
the highest taxing, highest spending government that
we have ever seen. Instead of cutting back as the rivers
of gold from the property market flow in, this
government has continued to spend and waste money
left, right and centre. Another article in the Australian
Financial Review of 27 April sums it up with the
headline ‘Pallas sidesteps tough tax decisions’. That is
exactly what has happened. This is a bad budget for
Victorians.
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — What a pleasure it is
to rise to speak about this fantastic budget.
Congratulations to the Treasurer, congratulations to the
Minister for Finance and congratulations to the Premier
on the delivery of this fantastic Labor budget.
This is a budget that tells a clear story of the aspirations,
the values and, I might add, the talents of the Labor
Party here in Victoria and of this government in
particular. This is a budget that sets out a clear vision
for the future of this state built on strong economic
foundations. It is a budget that does not shy away from
making the big decisions, the type of decisions that the
previous mob lacked the wherewithal and the courage
to commit to. This is a budget that commits to building
the infrastructure that people in our communities have
been crying out for, infrastructure that will ensure that
Melbourne remains the world’s most livable city and
that its benefits flow also to regional Victoria. In
regional Victoria we are seeing investment where it
matters — in better roads and in more reliable and more
frequent public transport.
This is a budget about fairness and opportunity. The
previous speaker made a jibe about Labor and the union
movement. I do not and will never shy away from
Labor’s connection to the union movement. The
secretary of the Trades Hall Council, Luke Hilakari,
called this budget ‘jobstastic’. I do not always agree
with everything Luke has to say, but when he called
this budget ‘jobstastic’ he was absolutely on the money.
This is a jobstastic budget for the people of Victoria.
This is a budget that understands that a decent job is the
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pathway to a meaningful and productive life. This is a
government that will stand up for working families, for
those facing retrenchment, for those in insecure work
and for those in our community suffering financial
hardship.
We were also somewhat amused when the member for
Malvern last week decided to leap to his feet straight
after the Treasurer had delivered this rather brilliant
budget. The member for Malvern leapt to his feet,
anxious as always to try to impress the bored and
hapless backbenchers over there, ready with some
quick wit and some lines. With much fanfare, the
member for Malvern got to his feet and said, straight
up, ‘Where is the jobs plan?’. Well, here is the jobs
plan. It is conveniently called Jobs Victoria. It was
something that the member for Malvern failed to see in
his urgency to get up and give his budget reply. There it
was, right under his nose, and he failed to see it.
I would like to share with the house a bit of background
information on jobs and employment in the state of
Victoria. Let us be clear about this: employment has
increased by 112 600 jobs since the government came
to office. This is absolutely consistent with this
government’s priority to grow jobs by over 100 000
over its first two years in office. We have an ambitious
target; we do not shy away from having targets for jobs
growth. That mob on the other side did nothing when it
was in power. What they did do was oversee a decline
in employment and an increase in unemployment.
Let us be really clear that when we came to office,
unemployment in this state was 6.9 per cent. We had
the highest rate of unemployment on the mainland. We
are now sitting at 5.7 per cent. That speaks to this
government’s commitment to grow the economy, make
investments in infrastructure and have a target for jobs
growth, and we will never shy away from that.
One of the brilliant things about this budget is the
$12.3 billion investment in capital infrastructure. This is
going to build schools, it is going to upgrade hospitals,
it is going to expand the rail network and it is going to
alleviate congestion on our roads. Just as important is
the fact that we are making the commitments to these
infrastructure projects because we know that
infrastructure projects equal direct jobs; in fact
15 000 jobs in the short term and many more to follow
as these infrastructure projects provide the vital
infrastructure we need for economic growth in this
state.
In my electorate of Macedon I am particularly excited
about the opportunities the Regional Tourism
Infrastructure Fund presents. I very much look forward
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to having some very fruitful conversations with my
regional tourism board about the way in which we may
be able to develop and submit some proposals for some
of this infrastructure funding. It is very exciting. I will
be saying ‘Watch Daylesford-Macedon Ranges for
some fantastic tourism projects’. I also note that there is
$123 million worth of water infrastructure projects in
this budget.
I want to talk about another fantastic announcement. It
was with great pleasure that I heard the Treasurer
announce cuts to payroll tax. This is a fantastic
announcement on budget day and one that possibly
took that mob on the other side by surprise. It was
something they were not able to do. Besides whingeing
and bleating and moaning about payroll tax all the time,
what did they ever do about it? They sat on their hands
and did nothing.
My electorate of Macedon is home to many small,
dynamic and innovative businesses. In fact by and large
80 to 85 per cent of people working in Macedon are
employed in businesses of between one and five people
so I have a real interest in small business and in
supporting small businesses to develop and grow. This
increased payroll tax threshold that we have introduced
will benefit 36 000 businesses across the state, and we
will see 2800 small and medium size businesses pay no
tax at all. This is absolutely fantastic news for
Macedon.
In more fantastic news we see an expansion of the
Future Industries Fund. As people in this house should
well know by now, the people in my community are
absolutely passionate about renewable energy and new
energy technologies. We are equally passionate about
producing the world’s best food and fibre. The
commitment of the Andrews Labor government to
grow both these industries is a terrific commitment and
one that will also contribute to economic development
and more importantly jobs growth, providing secure,
well paid jobs in my electorate.
Another much-needed initiative is the $11 million to
improve mobile phone coverage across the state. I
would like to take a moment to remind the house that of
course telecommunications is a federal government
responsibility. It is an absolute disgrace that in this state
you could be in Gisborne South — you could see the
city skyline — but not be able to use your mobile
phone. It is an absolute disgrace that in the community
of Benloch, which was recently affected by the
Lancefield fire, there is no mobile phone coverage. As a
state we are working as hard as we can, we are putting
some additional money in and we are campaigning to
the federal government and telling it to get a move on
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and make sure that it is putting the investment in to
deliver mobile phone coverage.
I note some laughter from those on the other side. Of
course I also note a couple of suburban MPs over there.
I might remind them that in regional Victoria lack of
access to mobile phone coverage is no laughing matter.
It is a matter of safety, and it is a no. 1 concern for
people in my community. I have said it is a matter of
safety; it is also a matter of business. It is very
important to small businesses in my community that
they have access to mobile phone coverage. They
would also dearly love to see a national broadband
network that actually delivered on the promise, not the
fraudband from the Prime Minister that is being
inflicted on us at the moment.
I do digress for a moment to make the point that the
Prime Minister and the Treasurer of Australia have an
opportunity tonight to make the right investments in
telecommunications infrastructure that will enable the
development of small business in this state. If they fail
to do that, they will have let down the small business
community across Victoria.
Of course as Parliamentary Secretary for Health I am
delighted at the investments this budget is making in
our healthcare system. If we want to look at an issue
that was thoroughly and utterly neglected by the
previous government, then we need look no further
than health. It is no secret that the former Minister for
Health was the worst health minister this state has ever
seen. He was so occupied with engaging in his war on
paramedics that he had no regard for investing in
healthcare services. It has been fantastic to see that this
budget and the Minister for Health have delivered so
many fantastic initiatives.
The budget delivers $1.63 billion in health and
ambulance services and programs. This is the biggest
increase in health funding in Victoria’s history. This
investment, importantly, will support an extra
79 000 hospital admissions and 43 000 patients in our
emergency departments each year. We are ensuring that
around 200 000 Victorians will receive their operations
and move off hospital waiting lists in 2016–17 with a
$335 million investment in elective surgery. These are
fantastic commitments to our first-class health system
made by this government. People can trust only a Labor
government to deliver this investment. It is not just
about the dollars; is also about having the policy
settings in place and having the care for the people that
work in our health care system supporting them,
developing them, listening to them and working to
improve the healthcare system collaboratively, and that
is what this government is doing.
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I did want to touch on the fantastic outcomes of this
budget directly for the people of my electorate. In doing
so, I wanted to speak about two brilliant investments.
The first was announced by the Premier and the
Minister for Education just before the budget was
handed down at the Bullengarook campus of the
Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Specialist School — an
investment of $4 million. My colleague and friend the
member for Sunbury was as delighted as I am by this
investment. We are both local members who know the
school — both campuses — extremely well. We are
regular visitors to the school. We get to attend both the
concerts and the debutante balls. We have both taken
great delight in this fantastic investment.

staggering. Total revenue is up 6.9 per cent, we have
seen that insurance tax is up by 6.3 per cent in 2016–17,
and it sits now at $1.2 billion. Land tax is now
$2.2 billion, which is up by 28.3 per cent.

It was also a great pleasure last week to attend
Woodend Primary School, a school that received not an
ounce or a skerrick of funding or support from those on
the other side. Despite the fact that a former member
for Northern Victoria Region in the Legislative
Council, who left this Parliament to pursue a career in
Canberra, actually lived in Woodend, not a single cent
was spent on that school, so it was fantastic to
announce $2 million for the school. The parents and
friends, the school council president and the kids were
all really excited, and it was a wonderful day to go up
there, meet with them and celebrate with all of them.

If you have a look at the pre-election budget update,
you see that public sector wages, for example, were at
$18.49 billion. They are now forecast to be
$21.3 billion, so public sector wages are up 15.2 per
cent, or $2.8 billion, since the election. That is
absolutely staggering, and as we know it is only going
to get worse.

I note also that the budget has allocated just over
$20 million to improve car parking at our railway
stations. I have used the adjournment debate previously
to invite the Minister for Public Transport to my
electorate, and she will be coming up to outline how
this will benefit people in the electorate of Macedon. It
is a brilliant budget.
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — I am pleased to speak
on the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016. It is
interesting to follow the member for Macedon, who
contests that this budget is the best budget that has ever
been. However, she spent most of her time giving
advice to the federal government and to former
ministers in the former government, so there must not
be a hell of a lot in the budget for the member for
Macedon. It is just staggering. I have to say it was very
interesting to listen to the introduction of the member
for Macedon, in which she thanked the Premier but not
the Treasurer, for the budget. She is obviously not very
happy with the Treasurer with respect to that.
I think it is important when we do analysis of the
budget to understand where government revenue is
actually coming from. As the shadow Treasurer and
other members on this side have spoken about, what we
have seen is an increase in state taxes by 20 per cent
over two years, or $3.7 billion. It is absolutely

From a local perspective, one of the issues of
contention is the fact that we are effectively seeing a
tripling of coal royalties for some of Latrobe Valley’s
largest employers. Again, $252 million over four years
is a substantial hit in anybody’s reckoning. Where is the
money going? This is important to understand. Whilst
we have got this significant increase in revenue that the
government is taking, where it is expending the money
is vitally important as well.

When you have a look at the increase in costs, you see
that the coalition had set out a long-term financial plan,
where the cost increases each year were to be about
2.6 per cent. What we have seen in Labor’s expenditure
is an increase of $3.1 billion or 5.9 per cent. If you
compare the two, coalition expenditure over the
forward years was at 2.6 per cent on average and what
we are seeing in Labor already is 5.9 per cent. This is a
situation of making sure you live within your means,
and what I might say on the same point is that while we
are seeing that increase in expenditure of 5.9 per cent of
course we should not forget that Labor has capped local
government expenditure at 2.5 per cent. One could say
that is very hypocritical, at the very least.
We all remember the pledge before the election: we all
remember the Premier and the Treasurer coming out
and saying that there would be no new taxes and no
increases in charges, taxes or fees. What a joke that
was. He made that promise to every Victorian. Well,
that promise has been well and truly broken already.
In addition to whacking businesses and employers for
money, money is also being cut in a number of different
areas, and as the shadow Treasurer articulated, some of
those being hardest hit are our most vulnerable people.
When we came to government we extended the
electricity concession rate so it was an all-year-round
concession. What we are seeing in this budget is
actually a cut in electricity concessions, down to
$134 million from $165 million. That is a $30 million
cut.
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Honourable members interjecting.
Mr NORTHE — This is to pensioners, such as
veterans and low-income earners.
Mr M. O’Brien — What a nasty government they
are!
Mr NORTHE — It is a very nasty government. Of
course with the Minister for Emergency Services here,
we know that the enterprise bargaining agreement deal
with the United Firefighters Union will send the fire
services levy skyrocketing in the future as well. We
have seen an introduction of taxes and an increase in
taxes: the land tax surcharge has increased threefold to
1.5 per cent. The stamp duty surcharge has increased
from 3 per cent to 7 per cent. And there is the coal
royalty tax, which I have spoken about. In that context
we know that there has been a waste of money, in
particular the $1.1 billion the government wasted on not
building a road — east–west link.
I am pleased that the Minister for Consumer Affairs,
Gaming and Liquor Regulation is here, because in that
particular portfolio area the government has also had a
little bit of a windfall. I am talking about what the
shadow Treasurer called a Tattslotto win, which is a
very good description I would have thought. What we
had at the time was the government in a number of
legal disputes with Tattslotto and Tabcorp, and with
Intralot among others. This was in regard to litigation
over the gaming machine licences and the Labor
bungling of that. Essentially we saw a legal
determination made against the state of $540 million.
Indeed that was when the coalition was in government,
so effectively that $540 million was taken out of the
coalition budget. What we have had is a High Court
decision that has overruled the original determination,
and that has now seen $540 million plus interest in this
particular budget, so that is better than winning
Tattslotto, and it is important to note that.
Revenue from gambling taxes is set to increase
substantially over the forward years as well. When you
look at public lotteries in this year’s budget, you see
there is $446 million. Electronic gaming machines are
set to raise $1.1 billion, and for the casino the figure is
$251 million and rising over the forward years. Liquor
licence fees will raise around $22 million. One of the
issues that we have raised in the past, and again when
you compare the 2016–17 budget against budgets that
we put forward in the past whilst we were in
government, is that you see a difference for the
Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation. We
committed to, and we established, that foundation,
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which cost $150 million over four years or
$37.5 million per year.
Ms Garrett interjected.
Mr NORTHE — I think the Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Gaming and Liquor Regulation, who is at the
table, is giving me a two-fingered salute — —
Ms Garrett — It is 2 million!
Mr NORTHE — It is 2 million, right! But what we
have actually seen is a reduction in funding for the
Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation, and that
is in the budget papers. It was in the budget papers last
year. The minister says it is only $2 million, but at the
same time whilst all these taxes are increasing we have
actually seen a reduction in funding to the foundation.
In terms of the electorate of Morwell, I suppose there is
quite a bit of disappointment among us, and I know I
have raised it a couple of times in my contribution
already, but it is a real concern that the government has
effectively targeted an industry in regional Victoria
without any consultation and increased its royalties
threefold in one fell swoop. That might sound okay for
some who have an issue with the industry, but this will
have a significant impact on those particular businesses
directly. It is also going to have a significant impact
indirectly on businesses in my electorate, and it will
have an impact on electricity prices for all Victorians.
On that point, the Latrobe Valley Express of 28 April,
under the heading ‘Government’s royal rumble’, dealt
with a number of issues pertaining to this matter. I will
quote part of that article. It states:
At the weekend the government announced it would triple the
brown coal royalty rate from 1 January next year, raising
$252 million over four years.
…
A spokesperson for Hazelwood Power Station and Loy Yang
B owner ENGIE said the increase would inevitably have a
‘detrimental impact on the region’s energy sector’ and it had
not been consulted on the decision.
… the ENGIE spokesperson said, ‘However, this government
decision takes $20 million a year straight out of the
Hazelwood business. That is a significant additional cost that
has to be found at a time when we are already experiencing
very difficult electricity market trading conditions’.

The article goes on to say:
AGL Loy Yang general manager Steve Rieniets said the
increase in royalties would add almost $35 million in annual
operating costs to the business.
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This is staggering — $35 million annual operating
costs:
‘Increased costs of this magnitude could flow through to
wholesale electricity prices and ultimately to customers’,
Mr Rieniets said.

The Treasurer said, ‘This will not cost jobs and this will
not raise electricity prices’, but this is a guy who should
know. This is the general manager of AGL Loy Yang,
who has said categorically that increased costs of this
magnitude could flow through to wholesale electricity
prices and ultimately to consumers. That is what he
said.
Further:
An Energy Australia Yallourn spokesperson said the
company was working to understand the impact of any
increase in mining royalties on customers and its business
more broadly.
‘As we’ve consistently said, operators and government should
be mindful in any decisions they make of minimising or
avoiding additional costs to customers’, the spokesperson
said.

Again, it defies logic that the government would target
a particular industry in a regional area which, I might
say, since December 2014 has seen a substantial loss of
full-time jobs in the Latrobe Gippsland region. So at a
time when we really need support from the Victorian
government for businesses who are large employers in
the region, what we are seeing is a whack of
$252 million over four years. It is just crazy. In the
budget the government also talks about a Latrobe
Valley transition program, and whilst we await the
details of that, one does hope that it is an employment
program or an economic activity employment program
that supports local businesses to grow and expand.
I say that because when the coalition was in
government we had a very successful local program
called the Latrobe Valley Industry and Infrastructure
Fund, consisting of $15 million, which supported local
businesses that could demonstrate growth and capacity
to expand, but more importantly the ability to create
new jobs. That program, over a period of time,
supported more than 40 local businesses, created
around 1100 local jobs, and created about $93 million
worth of economic activity. When there was a change
of government the program was abolished. It was not
continued and there has been nothing in place since that
time to support our local businesses, so one hopes that
that program does provide that support.
In terms of train services a lot has been said about the
Gippsland line, and the member for Bass is sitting
behind me. Given all the interruptions and disruptions
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that we have had over these past months for the
community of Gippsland, one must say that the budget
is an absolute disappointment to Gippsland commuters.
We have seen a little bit of funding for planning and for
other things, and there are a couple of off-peak services,
but that is not what the commuters of Gippsland need.
What they need is major infrastructure investment such
as the coalition’s commitment to duplication of the
tracks between Bunyip and Longwarry, and making
sure there are additional peak services. Off-peak
services are not the problem for Gippsland commuters.
It is the peak services where we have issues with
punctuality and capacity that are the major challenge
for that line, but unfortunately there is nothing in the
budget that will address those particular concerns.
Our community certainly acknowledged the fact that
the government has put some money towards the
Hazelwood mine fire response and will continue on
with some of the investment that the coalition
government made. It is important that our community
does have funding, resources and support to improve
the health of those in the community because it is
something that has set us back for a long time, and it is
important that we recognise that and continue to invest
and have the resources available.
We were pleased that the Morwell Park Primary School
also received some funding in the budget. This was part
of the Morwell Primary School regeneration project to
which the coalition government had committed, along
with the amalgamation of three primary schools onto
the one site in Morwell. It was something that had
bipartisan support, but unfortunately for the Morwell
Park Primary School it did not receive funding last year
so it has been a nervous 12 months for the school
community, but we are pleased to see that funding for
the school was announced in the budget.
What we are not pleased about is that funding runs out
for two important organisations in my community —
the Gippsland Carers Association and Barrier Breakers,
which is a mental health advocacy group. The coalition
provided funding, not a large sum of money but
$100 000 over four years for those two groups. We
pledged a further $120 000 over four years if elected.
Unfortunately there is no money in the budget for those
two important organisations. It is not a big sum of
money in the larger scheme of things, and that is a
massive disappointment for those groups, along with
the fact that the Latrobe Special Development School
very much needed a substantial upgrade to its school
community. Overall, that is my synopsis of the budget
for this year.
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Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — It is a great honour to
stand up and support what I think is a fantastic Labor
budget delivered by the Andrews Labor government. It
is a budget that delivers a $2.9 billion surplus. It is
AAA credit-rated, with unemployment falling and a
forecast of 3 per cent growth. That is a rate of growth
that those on the other side of the house could only
drool about. Three per cent growth means we are going
to see job creation again in Victoria. What this side of
the house wants to see is for Victoria to take back its
rightful place as the jobs engine room of this country.
The budget also funds in its entirety a project that I
think would be fantastic and transformative for
Melbourne — the Melbourne Metro tunnel, freeing up
our clogged city loop. That is a project that we cannot
wait for Malcolm and his cronies to come and help
with. We are going to get on with the job and build that
tunnel.
I cannot start this contribution without thinking back to
last week on budget day when the shadow Treasurer
jumped up foolishly and replied to the budget without
even having read the documents. How can Victorians
take him and all of those opposite seriously when he
has not actually read the documents before he made his
response? Reflecting on the comments he made as
recorded in Hansard, they are littered with errors and
false comments. It must be embarrassing now to look
back and to think about that. At the very outset of his
contribution the member for Malvern said that
Victorians are asking why, then, is New South Wales
blitzing us when it comes to creating new jobs? He
went on to ask the government, ‘Where’s the jobs
plan?’, and then to also ask why New South Wales was
racing ahead when it comes to job creation.
If the member for Malvern had waited until today to
make his budget reply speech, which convention
normally dictates — you do that, you do the right
thing — he would have seen reference to Jobs Victoria,
the plan that was part of the budget that Labor produced
that brings together all of the initiatives that the Labor
government is taking to create jobs for Victorians.
Infrastructure investment, skills and education, a smart
economy — all the sorts of things that Victorians want
in terms of job creation are outlined in this coherent
plan put together by the Andrews Labor government.
The member for Malvern should have waited until
today so he could have been across all of the
information.
Again in terms of comparisons with the commonwealth
and with other states those opposite chose to draw
comparisons with New South Wales, and it is true that
in some measures New South Wales is ahead of
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Victoria. In not all but some measures New South
Wales is ahead. I would say part of the reason is that we
gave New South Wales four years head start while
those opposite put the economy to sleep. They put the
Victorian economy to sleep, and now they complain
that New South Wales has edged ahead of Victoria.
If you look at the last CommSec state and territory
economic performance report, the April 2016 edition, it
makes some interesting observations about Victoria’s
position. Victoria is closing in on New South Wales,
and the report says:
Victoria has gained substantial ground on NSW and is solidly
in second spot on the economic performance rankings.

It also says:
Victoria now has the fastest annual economic growth rate in
the nation, up by 4.3 per cent on a year ago …

We have a government now, the Andrews Labor
government, that is getting on with the job of a
fast-growing economy — creating jobs and investing in
skills and infrastructure — and we will get back to the
position where we are the jobs engine room of the
country. For the member for Malvern and those
opposite who have spoken today to complain about our
performance in terms of job creation and employment
is an absolute disgrace after what they did in their time
in government.
What we on this side of the house have done is, after
inheriting unemployment of 6.7 per cent, we have
dropped it to 5.7 per cent. We have been able to bring
unemployment down. We have created jobs. In fact we
have created over 112 000 jobs, 71 000 of which are
full-time jobs. That is a job creation record that those
opposite — the job wreckers opposite — could not
come near in their entire time in office. We have even
seen this in the regions. In Geelong the unemployment
rate is down; in the Hume region it is down. In Ballarat,
Bendigo and Shepparton — in all of those areas — we
have been able to bring the unemployment rate down.
We acknowledge on this side of the house that there is
still a lot of work to do and there are still a lot of people
who are feeling the pain of not having a job or feeling
the pain of not having a TAFE campus to attend or
proper TAFE courses available because of the damage
that those opposite did. But we are setting about fixing
the damage that those opposite did. Let us just think
about the record of those opposite. The member for
Malvern was very quick to jump on this side of the
house in terms of its job creation. Under the coalition
total employment grew by a massive 3.6 per cent over
the four years that it was in office, while unemployment
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grew over the same period by 44.2 per cent — a
massive indictment of those opposite in terms of job
creation. They were job killers on the other side of the
house, and we remember all of the large employers that
were closing down and heading offshore because of the
lack of confidence in the Victorian economy under
those opposite during the Baillieu and Napthine years.
In terms of the member for Malvern and his role as
Treasurer, in the 21 months that he was Treasurer of
Victoria our unemployment rate was above the national
average for 19 of those 21 months. That is another
record of shame for those opposite. How they can come
into this place and pretend to lecture us on employment
and job creation is beyond me.
When you want to talk about jobs and investment in
infrastructure you have only got to look at the list of
infrastructure projects that this government is
supporting and funding — 50 level crossings, over
4000 jobs flowing from that massive infrastructure
undertaking; Melbourne Metro, nearly 4000 jobs
created through that project; the Tullamarine widening,
Melbourne Park, Murray Basin rail, the Flinders Street
station redevelopment, and the construction of new
trains and trams that will produce jobs for Victorians
right here in Victoria.
Of course there is our massive infrastructure program in
schools: $1.1 billion in terms of rebuilding existing
schools, building new schools and maintaining
schools — $1.1 billion in building and maintenance.
Aside from the benefit for the students who will benefit
from better facilities, we also see of course the trades
involved and the building and construction industry
involved in that sector. This drives confidence in the
private sector, meaning that they have a lead from
government — that is, we have a confident government
that does what it said it would do and invests in
infrastructure. They then have the confidence to invest
in their businesses as well and to take people on. And
what better way to encourage businesses further than to
give them payroll tax relief, to lift the threshold for
payroll tax, meaning that 36 000 businesses in Victoria
will receive payroll tax relief from the changes to the
threshold in this budget? That is 36 000 businesses
across the state that are going to do it better because of
the Andrews Labor government.
You do not have to listen to me or the member for
Malvern to try to work out who is right on this
particular issue. You can look at what the Victorian
Chamber of Commerce and Industry said.
Mr Paynter interjected.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Thomson) —
Order! The member for Bass!
Mr BROOKS — Not Victorian Trades Hall, the
Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry — the
employers. What did the employers say about our
budget? The employers said:
The Andrews government has today delivered a pro-business
budget that backs Victorian business by lowering costs,
creating jobs, delivering productivity-enhancing infrastructure
and opening doors to international markets.

It went on to say:
… the increase in the payroll tax threshold from $550 000 to
$650 000 was a win for business and jobs.

A win for business and jobs is a win for Victorian
workers and their families. They are going to see more
jobs because of the investment by this government in
infrastructure, in skills and in payroll tax relief for
businesses. Again, this is a record that those opposite
could only dream of when they had their four-year
chance. They could only dream of the missed
opportunities.
This brings me to the really important areas of social
services, to important services that Victorians rely on
and in particular to initiatives that affect people in my
own electorate of Bundoora. In terms of health we have
seen an investment in this budget that will mean that
some 79 000 extra patients will be able to be admitted
to hospital. We will be able to treat an extra
43 000 patients in emergency departments and reduce
waiting times as a consequence of that. This is part of a
$1.63 billion boost to our health system.
This makes a massive difference to people’s lives. I
know that in my part of town, which is very close to the
electorate of the member for Eltham and right in the
heart of the electorate of the member for Ivanhoe, the
Austin Hospital, a great hospital with great staff, is
going to get a $40.8 million investment in infrastructure
to make sure it is able to continue to provide the care
that our local residents need when they are sick. That is
a great investment in health. It shows that the Labor
side of Parliament values investing in people’s health.
We have also invested in education. Not only have we
been able to invest in more funding for schools to run
programs, but we have seen equity funding roll out to
schools to make sure that the kids who need the most
help get the most resources. This year that funding is
rolling out. In my electorate that means for my local
schools there is an extra $1.1 million. That is not in
place of other funding; it is on top of other funding, on
top of indexation and on top of enrolment growth. That
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is an excellent boost for schools in my local area which
means they are able to help the kids who need the help
the most.
We are going to see the rollout of 10 new tech schools,
one servicing the Banyule area and one servicing the
Whittlesea area. They are going to be great for our local
communities. There is a $68 million investment in
specialist schools. Those special schools with the
poorest facilities are getting the funding they need.
Again, those opposite can criticise this budget, but
probably one of things I am most proud of is the fact
that we are investing in special schools. Those opposite
could have taken the opportunity to put money into
those schools, but they chose not to.
Then there is the investment of capital at a whole range
of mainstream schools around the state, and I am really
happy about the funding that has been provided to
Greensborough College. The campaign to get the
rebuilding happening at Greensborough College goes
back a long way. The previous Baillieu government
failed to even listen to that school until in the middle of
winter there was a failure of the heating system in the
dilapidated buildings the students were accommodated
in. There was still no response from the Baillieu
government. On the TV news and in the newspapers we
saw kids going to school with blankets before the then
Minister for Education would lift a finger and fix up the
heating at that school. We had the foundations of the
school giving way, with holes in the floor and school
bags literally disappearing through the floor.
We campaigned, and a lot of credit for this funding
goes to the previous retired principal, John Conway,
and the previous school council president, Glenn
Martin, who had the guts to stand up to the previous
government and fight for their local school community.
That funding is being delivered in full, with $10 million
over this budget and the previous budget meaning that
that rebuilding work can get underway. That is a great
outcome for those kids. On top of that, Bundoora
Primary School has been included in the planning
process for upgrades in future years. That is another
school community in my electorate that is excited about
our investment in education.
In the time I have left I want to quickly touch on some
great transport initiatives. There is the upgrade to the
single section of track between Rosanna and
Heidelberg on the Hurstbridge line, something that has
been campaigned for heavily by the member for
Ivanhoe and the member for Eltham, who have been
trying to get better services along that line. This will
enable not just more peak services but a more reliable
service. When there is an incident — maybe someone
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is sick on a train and they have to be taken off by
ambulance, causing a disruption to services — at the
moment that can result in real problems in terms of
timetables. This upgrade will mean that trains will be
able to get back to the timetable more quickly. This is a
fantastic initiative costing just over $140 million. It is a
worthwhile investment in the north-east of Melbourne,
coming on top of the removal of two level crossings in
the north-east at Rosanna and Alphington.
There is also the Mernda rail extension that will see
$587 million ploughed into getting that rail line right
out to Mernda through a station near Marymede
Catholic College and potentially one at Hawkstowe
Parade. That is a great benefit to people in my
electorate, because it means that people who live in
those areas will not have to rely on their cars all the
time to get to work; they will be able to take the train.
That is a great initiative, and I congratulate the member
for Yan Yean for her hard work in getting it funded.
That is a project that is due for completion in 2019, so it
is not that far away. It is a great project for the northern
suburbs of Melbourne. Of course with new train lines,
with Melbourne Metro and with those sorts of projects
you need more trains, and this budget delivers nearly
$900 million to purchase new Metro trains, on top of
the 37 we ordered last year.
I also want to mention the Plenty Road upgrade at Mill
Park, which is great for my local area. Yan Yean Road
is being upgraded as well as Bolton Street and O’Herns
Road. This is a great budget for Victoria which stands
in stark contrast to the funds delivered by those
opposite.
Ms VICTORIA (Bayswater) — I rise to speak on
this bill and take note of the budget papers, and
unfortunately I only have 15 minutes to discuss the
failed opportunities, the disappointing flaws and the
failings of this budget, not only for my electorate of
Bayswater but also for my shadow portfolios.
I will say that I am grateful for the government
continuing the level crossing removal project in
Bayswater. Of course that is something on which the
previous Liberal-Nationals government spent millions
for funding preliminary work. The crossings do need to
go, but we are at the moment paying a hefty price. It is
being paid by local businesses with the permanent loss
of parking on Mountain Highway. Some of the
businesses have actually decided to sell, which is very
sad because some of them have been there for many
years.
There has also been a decision to reduce the major
thoroughfare of Mountain Highway from six lanes to
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four. In my 10 years in this place I have seen some
pretty dumb things, but this has got to take first prize.
This is a combined not-so-bright idea of Knox City
Council and VicRoads, with traffic capability through
Bayswater to be reduced by some 33 per cent. This is a
deliberate redirection of cars and trucks on to the
already far too busy Canterbury Road. Do not think the
people of Heathmont are not absolutely hopping mad.
At a meeting at the council chambers I was informed,
with all sincerity I have to say, that traffic counts show
no increase on Mountain Highway in the past 10 years.
What a load of balderdash. There cannot be anything
further from the truth. I am not sure how Hansard will
spell the word ‘cockamamie’, but perhaps it could
substitute the words ‘harebrained’, ‘absurd’,
‘ill-conceived’, ‘ridiculous’, ‘half-baked’, ‘unwise’,
‘loopy’ or ‘just plain stupid’. There is time to stop this
unnecessary change, and I hope the minister is taking
note.
On the topic of roads, I note that there is no funding for
a safety upgrade to the intersection of Bedford and
Canterbury roads. Also missing is any investment in
Maroondah City Council’s plans to redo the area
around Allens Road and the Heathmont shops. We are
starting to see a pattern here and need to be cognisant of
the additional traffic being pushed through onto
Canterbury Road with the part closure of Mountain
Highway that I mentioned earlier.
On education, it seems the government has finally
realised that things cannot be done by halves —
especially not school projects, which is what we saw
last year. Victoria can hardly be called the education
state when schools that are expected to receive funding
are left waiting for the funds to provide the proper
infrastructure and education their students need to be
able to excel. Boronia Heights Primary School and
Bayswater North Primary School will finally see
funding flow to their projects, which are already well
underway. The Basin Primary School will be able to do
a modernisation of some of its facilities and co-locate
The Basin Community House on site within the next
few years.
In health, the Maroondah breast cancer centre, which
was promised before the last election, got the nod, but
general waiting lists continue to grow and blow out
right across our area and also around the state. With the
recent financial windfalls that this government has
enjoyed, all Victorians should be angry and
disappointed that greater emphasis has not been put on
relieving the pain of those waiting for surgery.
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Victorians should also be angry that frontline police
numbers have declined disproportionately under Labor.
Between the four police stations that service the
Bayswater electorate — at Knox, Boronia, Ringwood
and Croydon — our area desperately needs
35 additional sworn members immediately. These
would replace those who have been seconded to work
with task forces, which are all very worthwhile projects,
and are no longer able to be rostered locally or perhaps
those who are away on health or maternity leave.
Considering crime is up 6.4 per cent on this time last
year, and particularly with an increase in crime of about
5 per cent in the City of Knox and a rise of 5.9 per cent
in The Basin alone, there is no greater proof that a lack
of frontline police directly results in increases in
criminal behaviour. These long-term gaps must be
filled, and the problem must be addressed.
I am sure all eastern suburbs MPs eagerly checked to
see if the Andrews Labor government had quietly
snuck in some funding towards the much-needed
east–west link. But alas, the outer east was treated with
contempt again. I am not sure why Labor members hate
the outer east so much. Perhaps they will tell us one
day, and I wait for that day eagerly.
Also missing was funding for the Bayswater scout hall,
something promised by the Liberal Party in 2014, due
to the extreme crumbling of the building. I will
continue to lobby for all of these worthwhile causes and
ensure the collective voice of the people of Bayswater
district is heard.
In my portfolios there was also very little joy — a lot of
smoke and mirrors, but very little substance. Aboriginal
affairs should and do continue to share bipartisan
support. However, it is disappointing to see that four
out of the six output initiatives listed in this budget have
only one year of funding. That is two-thirds of all the
initiatives that have no funding certainty past the next
year and may well have funding cut altogether from
1 July next year.
The Aboriginal cultural management and protection
initiative has only received $l million for one year. This
allocation is supposed to implement the reforms of the
Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006. In particular I am
concerned about how this level of funding, with no
further funding promised, is going to assist the
Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council to undertake the
new obligations given to it under the Aboriginal
Heritage Amendment Bill 2015, specifically clause 78.
Aboriginal self-determination and strong Aboriginal
culture only received $3.8 million of funding, with that
again sunsetting at the end of the upcoming financial
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year. The community infrastructure program gets
$3 million for just one year. Of that, $1 million is going
into a sports club. Young Aboriginal people’s health
and wellbeing gets $900 000, with no further funding
proposed. When we know that the Indigenous
population is over-represented in our jails, why will the
Labor government not invest in early intervention
programs to help break this nexus? I am disappointed
that the government continues to talk about
self-determination and the importance of Victoria’s
Aboriginal community but cannot see fit to allocate
desperately needed resources and certainty.
In Victoria, tourism is a major economic contributor.
Many thousands of people rely on a strong tourism
industry. They rely on government to provide structure
and support to help the industry grow. Often a grant can
be the hand up that is needed to reinvigorate an area or
develop a fledgling precinct into something highly
attractive. So you can imagine that many areas around
the state were excited by announcements in last year’s
budget. Their names were published, so money must
have been available to start their long-awaited
projects — right? Wrong. The biggest pool of funding
in the tourism portfolio was in something called
‘contingencies’ — no line item, no funding amount, no
timeline of when the money would be available and no
certainty for those involved.
A year on, some projects are still pining, still yearning,
to be thought important enough to have real dollars
allocated to them this financial year or over the forward
estimates. How can attractions or regions develop
business plans around uncertainty? Where is the money
for Sovereign Hill by night, the Ararat arts precinct or
the completion of the Grampians Peaks Trail? I assume
that they are all still in contingencies.
If we look at the regional tourism fund, a substantial
amount of that has already been allocated to the
penguins — one particular project. How does that end
up as a great result for areas that need funding to
develop their attractions? How can it help to develop
the tourism industry so that more people can be
employed or so that those who want to invest are
attracted to create extra growth in those areas? It does
not. Instead of spending a huge amount of money on a
dud logo that could not even be used at the Australian
Open earlier this year, why did the minister not insist
his department invest the money in practical
outcomes — measurable programs that would actually
be useful to someone?
Speaking of practical and measurable, the money that
was spent on the Wander Victoria campaign, which had
absolutely no call to action or real point, could also
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have been spent more effectively. Who exactly is
calling the shots in that department? The new
consolidated tourism body, Visit Victoria, still has not
recruited a CEO and has not released a tourism strategy
for Victoria. One would think that 18 months after
being elected a government that respects this important
sector would have all that in place and be moving full
steam ahead in a united direction.
The arts is a little different. It has a strategy, for want of
a better word. Again, this is an industry that is vital to
our state’s wellbeing and economy. However, we see a
decline under the watch of the current minister. The arts
is a sector with a unique and important soul which
makes it different to other industries, many of which are
invested in in very long-term strategic ways. The
criticism of both the Creative State plan and the 2016
budget in which it is contained is that it fails to treat the
creative sector as an industry, showing that the title is
merely spin.
Much of the funding contained in the budget is to
continue ongoing, existing programs. Many of these
programs, I have to say, predate the present
government, which simply keeps the arts sector ticking
over, such as support for festivals or basic education
programs or the renewal of exhibition spaces. Many of
these programs had not been funded in the forward
estimates of the 2015 budget, so the government is
simply making up for a lack of forward funding last
year and calling it new money. The program’s smoke
and mirrors go further, raiding $20 million already
budgeted for in the Regional Jobs and Infrastructure
Fund and claiming it as new money. Using the fund in
this manner is not unreasonable per se; however, double
counting the $20 million as new money for the arts is
deceptive.
In film and screen, this budget fails dismally. It fails to
include investment in studio facilities to attract tentpole
projects to Melbourne. We see a lot of the other states
at the moment investing very heavily in studio
facilities, but they are also investing in people. We do
not see any money in this budget that articulates
programs to train and retain film crew here in
Victoria — whether they be technicians or special
effects experts — again a growing industry, or to invest
in growing Victoria’s screenwriting stocks. This is one
of the most vital things that could be happening, but it
is not. It fails to show how the sector will grow jobs in
Victoria under Labor.
If we look at the budget overall at a state level, we see
that this has been a very lucky government. It has had
windfalls from lotteries. It has had the lease of the port
of Melbourne that it can now factor in. But if we look at

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
1784

ASSEMBLY

that in comparison with what we had when we were in
government up until the end of 2014, we see that as a
Liberal-Nationals coalition we left a surplus in 2014–15
of $9 billion over the forward estimates. That is huge,
but of course that has not been matched by the current
government.
In jobs growth, we had more jobs in the four years that
we were in government than the projected growth of
those opposite, and certainly they are nowhere near
their target. Last year we saw the Treasurer give us a
very phony surplus — the Auditor-General agreed with
us on that one. The surplus in 2017–18 is a lot less than
we had projected. Of course there has been a windfall
as far as taxes go. We see all sorts of lovely extra grabs.
There is the land tax revenue, which is up. As I said,
that is due to luck; that is not due to good management.
Car registration fees are up by 10 per cent, but why is
this not being spent on road safety projects — for
example, the ones that I outlined before, like Bedford
Road and Canterbury Road, and also things like Allens
Road and the upgrading of the area around the
Heathmont shops?
We see expenses for the state up by 10 per cent. We see
more public servants. We see wage expenditure
increase in 18 months by 15.2 per cent. Of course there
are so many other things that are going to affect people
not just in Bayswater but around Victoria. The
$250 million increase in our power bills in this state is
going to hit hard, and it is going to hit the people of
Bayswater, Boronia and Kilsyth South — all the areas
in my electorate. As I said, it is just lucky that there is
so much money around, but unlucky that this
government is not willing to spend it in the right places.
This budget is bad for business; regardless of what
industries you are in, it is bad for families, and it is
very, very bad for Bayswater.
Ms KNIGHT (Wendouree) — I am really pleased
to rise today to speak on the 2016–17 Victorian state
budget. Before I begin my remarks, I want to
congratulate the Treasurer on the budget that he has
presented to the Parliament. It is a true Labor budget,
and that makes me very, very proud. As with any
budget, this one occurs within a context. Since its
election, the Andrews Labor government has got on
with strengthening our state and making it fairer for all
Victorians. The last budget delivered on just that
agenda. The first budget of the Andrews Labor
government invested across our state and fulfilled the
commitments that were made by us in opposition. The
first budget of the Andrews Labor government was
great for Ballarat. The Andrews Labor government has
kept faith with the people of Ballarat and funded
critically important projects in our city. These are
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projects that improve the infrastructure and the future
capacity of Ballarat to grow and to prosper.
In the 12 months since that budget, the Andrews
government has got on with it. Just two weeks ago I
visited the Eureka Stadium with the Premier and the
Minister for Regional Development. I really love
visiting the stadium and seeing how much it has
changed. We looked at the progress of the upgrade of
the facility, but we also looked at the plans for the
grandstand which were unveiled that day. It is a very
exciting project. I am also really excited that the
Western Bulldogs are committed to Ballarat, and I am
really pleased that the club wants to play games in the
national women’s league at Eureka Stadium too. We
would absolutely welcome that. AFL games in Ballarat
will bring thousands of visitors to the city, which will
be terrific for our local economy. Additionally, people
in Ballarat deserve first-class facilities, and the new
Eureka Stadium delivers that as well.
Work on local schools is underway. Architects were
appointed last year, and the physical works will begin
soon. The new school facilities at the Wendouree
campus of Ballarat Secondary College and at
Delacombe Primary School will provide first-class
facilities for students and teachers and also for the
broader community.
Before coming to government the Premier said Labor
would bring back tech schools, and it is. The Ballarat
tech school is going to be located at the SMB campus,
which is right in the very heart of Ballarat. It is going to
be a great partnership with Federation University. It
will also be a pathway to those really important
high-tech jobs for the young people in our city.
What we have seen over the last 12 months is concrete
action to deliver on the Andrews government’s
commitments to Ballarat. We have got on with every
single project. But government is more than just ticking
off a list of commitments. The Andrews government
came to office with a commitment to hold a royal
commission into family violence. That commitment has
been kept. I note the presence at the table of the
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence, and I
thank her for her work most sincerely. But as I said, this
is not an exercise in ticking off a list. The government’s
intention was not to simply hold a royal commission;
the government’s intention was to get to the root causes
of family violence and to act on them. It was about
making a difference in the lives of women and children
across Victoria who live each and every day under the
threat and with the reality of family violence. Our
government is not about paying lip-service to this
intention; it is making the largest ever investment by
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government in tackling Victoria’s biggest social and
law and order issue.
This budget responds to the royal commission’s
recommendations with a $572 million statewide
funding boost over two years. This includes
$152 million for a housing blitz, so that victims can
leave an abusive relationship while keeping a roof over
their head, and $120 million to keep kids safe.
Before going on to speak about aspects of this budget
that have been particularly welcomed in Ballarat, there
are a number of other statewide initiatives that I need to
mention. Across this chamber members have different
views on a wide range of issues, but I think all of us
agree that every single child deserves a safe
environment in which to live and grow, and this budget
provides additional resources to keep kids safe. This
budget provides a $168 million investment in better
services and increased support for children and families
that interact with the child protection system. This
includes funding of $35.9 million to increase the safety
of children and young people in residential care,
$34.2 million to increase the number of foster and
kinship carers, $3.4 million for additional child
protection workers and funding for counselling to
family violence and sexual assault victims, which is
part of a $25.5 million initiative. I would like to
congratulate and thank all of the people who work in
those areas and do such important and really difficult
and often heartbreaking work.
After a tragic history of too often brutal government
intervention, I am pleased that there is $16.5 million to
help Aboriginal children who cannot live with their
families to keep connected to their culture and to recruit
Aboriginal kinship and foster carers. I think each of us
here wants to make sure that the errors of the past are
not repeated.
Secondly, I want to talk about the government’s
commitment to reducing suicide in Victoria. Suicide
prevention is something I care deeply about, because
before coming to this place I managed Lifeline in
Ballarat, an organisation whose purpose is to be there as
a source of support for people who are at their most
vulnerable and at risk of suicide. I am very pleased that
there is $27.5 million in the budget for suicide
prevention initiatives, including, and I am quoting from
budget paper 3 that:
Trials of personal support services for survivors of suicide
attempts will be conducted at six sites across Victoria.

There will also be the trialling of additional approaches
to suicide prevention across six local council areas and
the development of a youth suicide prevention app.
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These are so important, these initiatives, and I am well
aware of the importance of suicide prevention in
Ballarat. Anything we can learn from trials into the
effectiveness of suicide prevention strategies will be
shared and will help to reduce its occurrence in
communities across our state.
It is fair to say that this Victorian budget was well
received in Ballarat. Last year the Ballarat Courier’s
front page the day following the budget read:
Ballarat’s State Budget Bonanza.
Eureka!

This year the Courier again summed up the budget
impact on Ballarat on its front page. The front page of
the Courier last Thursday said:
Budget Bonanza!
$518 million boost to fix the region’s troubled railway,
including duplicating 17 kilometres of track between Deer
Park West and Melton.
$4.2 million for a Ballarat Innovation Lab and digital space,
set to bring 200 ICT jobs.
$8.1 million to modernise and upgrade city’s schools,
including Ballarat Secondary College and Mount Clear
College.

The Ballarat line has not been serving Ballarat’s
commuters as they expect and as they deserve. I have
heard the concerns of commuters loud and clear, and
along with my colleagues the member for Buninyong
and the member for Melton, who is in the chamber, I
have been speaking with the Minister for Public
Transport to put the case that the Ballarat line needs
real investment. The minister listened to our concerns
and in the budget has delivered, so I really want to
thank the minister for her work in delivering through
the budget over half a billion dollars to improve the
Ballarat line.
Duplicating 17 kilometres of line between Deer Park
west and Melton and constructing additional passing
loops will boost punctuality and reliability on the line.
Additionally this will enable two extra services in the
morning and afternoon peaks and a train every
40 minutes in off-peak periods. Trains that run more
regularly and on time will be great for both regular
commuters and also those who occasionally use the
train to get to Melbourne. This is a far cry from the
disregard the former Liberal government had for
improving services on our train line. A passing loop
promised by the Liberal Party before the 2010 election
is only now under construction, and it took a Labor
government to get the project moving.
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Earlier I spoke of the government’s investment in the
last budget in the Wendouree campus of Ballarat
Secondary College. I was very proud to deliver on a
$3 million commitment made to provide better facilities
at this great school, and I am absolutely over the moon
that there is a further $3 million for the campus in this
budget. The $6 million provided by the Andrews
government will make an incredible difference. I was at
the school just a fortnight ago, and the plans have been
drawn up. They are amazing. I want to congratulate
everyone at the Wendouree campus, in particular the
principal, Rick Gervasoni, the campus principal, Rick
Elliss, and the assistant principal, Seona Murnane. The
facilities they are planning will be of as high a quality
as the teachers who work at the school and the students
who attend there each day.

whole communities. The Andrews government is
providing through this budget for an 18 to 20-bed
residential alcohol and drug rehabilitation facility that
will serve the Ballarat community. This $6 million
initiative will make a critical difference to the lives of
addicts and their families. As I thanked the workers in
the child protection system before and as I thanked
workers in the area of family violence before, I really
want to thank those who work with those who are
facing an addiction and who work particularly with the
families. As we know, it does not affect just that
person; it affects their siblings, it affects their parents, it
affects their children, it affects their neighbours and it
affects their friends. Ice addiction affects absolutely
everyone, so I really welcome this as part of a broader
initiative to really smash this ice scourge.

Jobs have always been a real priority for me.
Meaningful work makes such a difference in people’s
lives. It creates opportunities for individuals and
families, and it provides security. Across Victoria we
are already seeing that things have improved since the
election of the Andrews government. The
unemployment rate is 1 per cent lower and 112 600
more people are working in Victoria since we came to
office. This budget sure delivers for Ballarat in terms of
jobs.

Unfortunately I have not been able to speak about every
aspect of the budget, or even every aspect that will have
a direct and positive impact on Ballarat. I want to
conclude by again congratulating the Treasurer for
presenting a budget that is good for Victoria, and of
course, most importantly for me, as the representative
for Wendouree, that is really good for Ballarat. It is
great for our schools, great for our hospitals, great for
our commuters and great for those who are facing
challenges in their lives that perhaps some of us have
faced as well. Certainly we all know people who have
faced those challenges. It is an absolutely true Labor
budget, and it is a budget that demonstrates that the
Andrews government is getting it done. I commend the
budget to the house.

In Ballarat, Alstom builds trains. They are great trains,
and they are built by a highly skilled workforce. It is
terrific news for Alstom, for the employees and
employers who work there and for the supply chains
that the budget provides for five six-car X’trapolis
trains to be built by Alstom. This is in addition to the
five trains that the Andrews government ordered last
year. Just a couple of weeks ago a visitor to my office
said that on their way back to Ballarat they passed one
of the shells of the carriages ordered last year on its way
to the Alstom facility on Creswick Road, ready to be
fitted out by the very highly skilled workers there.
A city like Ballarat has a diverse economy and needs to
be looking to a future of innovation. This budget
provides a $4.2 million investment to establish the
Ballarat innovation lab and digital space to grow
Ballarat’s information and communication technology
industry. This exciting initiative will bring 200 ICT
jobs to Ballarat, boosting our economy and our capacity
to make the most of a future driven by innovation.
But not every government action is about creating
opportunity. Governments also need to provide the
services communities need when they are facing big
challenges. Across regional Victoria ice is a real
problem. It ruins the lives of people who have become
addicted, it can destroy families and it breaks apart

Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — Let me state from the
outset that this is a high-taxing budget. This is a budget
that is reaching deep into the hip pockets of
hardworking Victorians. It is a typical Labor
government budget from a government that has not
learned its lessons about economic management. Labor
has always thrown money around like a drunken sailor,
with little respect for how hard Victorians have to work
to earn their income. It will take a while for the full
financial effects of this budget to hit home, but hit home
they will. As the line goes in the Beatles classic
Taxman, ‘There’s one for you, nineteen for me’. If only
Premier Andrews and the Treasurer were that generous.
Last year this Treasurer delivered us a $286 million
deficit. This year Victoria has a larger than normal
surplus for a Labor government. But before anyone gets
excited and sings the praises of a reformed Labor, you
only have to gently scratch the surface of this
1980s-style budget to see that it is a house of cards. As
Terry McCrann said in his analysis in the Herald Sun
last week — —
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Mr Pearson — What’s wrong with the 80s?
Mrs FYFFE — Actually the 80s were very good
years — probably the year the member was born!
Terry McCrann said that the surplus was boosted by a
booming Victorian property market. This has been
helped along by considerable Asian investment, which
is now showing signs of slowing. Tax revenue will soar
by 8 per cent next year, which is much higher than
normal. Land tax will surge by 26 per cent and stamp
duty by 11 per cent. New property taxes will cost
Victoria $486 million across the forward estimates. The
government has made a miserly cut to payroll tax to try
to seduce small business, but it is so miniscule it is not
worth the effort. It was a pathetic attempt to garner
political support from small business to shore up
Labor’s standing at the 2018 election.
For businesses in the Yarra Valley a better initiative
would have been for the Andrews government to can its
two expensive public holidays, which have undermined
business profits and, in many cases, resulted in
businesses closing on Easter Sunday and AFL Grand
Final eve because it is too costly to open. The
government has had the Department of Treasury and
Finance work overtime to create the illusion of benefits
to business, but what paltry crumbs it gets is taken back
threefold with the other hand.
The only wages growth we are likely to see will be in
the public sector as wages will blow out by 15 per cent
in just two years, going from $18.5 billion to
$21.3 billion. This will not benefit frontline services;
this is purely another dodgy union deal paying
exorbitant wages to sheltered public servants. It has
long been known that people have sought employment
with departments because they are seen as cash cows
where they could earn, despite having minimal
qualifications, a fantastic salary that is the envy of
many in the private sector. Thanks to Labor, Victoria’s
public servants are becoming the new wealthy class,
and my fellow Victorians are footing the bill for these
overgrown policy beasts while living on Struggle
Street.
Then we have Labor’s non-existent jobs plan. In the
coalition’s last year in office Victoria’s economy
created 77 950 jobs compared to just 33 837 jobs
created under Labor. With Ford, Holden and Toyota
finishing up production soon, this will exacerbate the
jobs pain. But does the Treasurer care? Not at all. Labor
has been quite content to turn its back on these workers.
Meanwhile, cost-of-living pressures are intensifying.
We have Victorians who are already struggling to pay
their bills, so what does Labor do? It jacks up the taxes
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on coal, which produces 90 per cent of our electricity,
and then the Treasurer stupidly says it will have no
effect on energy bills. Who is going to pay for it? Is the
Treasurer expecting the little tax fairy living at the
bottom of the garden to slip some money under our
pillowslips at night to pay for it?
On roads, the budget includes more than $10 billion for
public transport and roads projects across the state, but
not a drop for the neglected roads in Evelyn. All the
money is being blatantly pumped into Labor
strongholds and marginal seats it thinks it has a chance
of winning at the next election. Despite serious
concerns about the lack of emergency access by the
Lilydale Country Fire Authority (CFA) brigade on
Hardy Street, Lilydale, we do not have any
confirmation of funding for signal changers for the
traffic lights at the top of Hardy Street.
It should be no surprise to the government, whose many
members were MPs under the former Brumby
government, that I have long supported the need for
signals at the intersection of Killara Road and
Maroondah Highway in Coldstream. In 2007 the
previous Labor government installed traffic lights at the
intersection of the Maroondah and Melba highways and
defended inaction on the Killara intersection, stating
that the aforementioned lights would address the
congestion problems facing motorists entering and
exiting Killara Road. That has not been the case. The
reality is that when the lights stop traffic along the
Maroondah Highway, they immediately let in traffic
from the Melba Highway, so there is not the break in
traffic that Labor claimed. Residents have difficulty
exiting Ingram and Killara roads and Station Street,
and, even worse, the CFA cannot get out in a timely
manner.
Then there is the matter of congestion on Clegg Road,
Mount Evelyn, in front of St Mary’s Catholic Primary
School. Congestion during school pick-up and drop-off
times has grown with population growth. It has
motivated a local policeman to contact my office to
register his concerns about student safety. It is
interesting that at the 2014 state election my opponent
did not make any commitment around local roads, other
than the broader commitment by Labor to remove the
two level crossings in the Evelyn electorate, in
Mooroolbark and Lilydale. It shows that this
government does not have its finger on the pulse of the
issues that are a real priority for Yarra Valley families.
We have no funding in the budget for the missing link
between the Eastern Freeway and the Western Ring
Road. Funding for that missing link would have
significantly reduced transport and logistics costs for
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producers in the valley to cross Melbourne and get to
the market and the airports.
With health, Labor has tried to paint a rosy picture of its
health investment. However, if you look a little closer,
you will see that funding for dental health has been
slashed by 15 per cent. This will see waiting lists
balloon, with 31 000 fewer patients to receive vital
dental care next year. Meanwhile, the paramedic pay
rise will cost Victorians $54 million, yet, remarkably, it
has not been funded.
I note that the government has invested $10 million for
the first stage of the Maroondah East Breast Cancer
Centre in Ringwood, which some of my constituents
will hopefully benefit from. However, with very limited
parking and a long walk from Ringwood East shopping
centre and station, this package is only half baked.
Where will the patients park? Parking around
Maroondah Hospital is terrible as it is.
I was extremely disappointed to see that the Andrews
government has turned its back on lymphoedema
services. Despite the former Bracks and Brumby Labor
government opening the service just six years ago with
its usual fanfare, Labor has already turned its back on
lymphoedema sufferers, who include cancer patients.
Eastern Health announced it was closing the service
due to budgetary constraints. As a result of other
budgetary constraints at Eastern Health, we also lost the
eye clinic at Yarra Ranges Health. At this moment there
are more exclusions in health delivery in the Yarra
Valley than a cheap-as-chips insurance policy.
The government has invested a small amount in autism
services in the budget, but the money lacks a dedicated
policy to ensure it goes to the right areas and addresses
current failings of the system. On 18 April I hosted an
autism forum which highlighted seven priorities being
ignored by the Andrews government: difficulties
getting a diagnosis, which prevents families from
getting help; inadequate funding for aides in schools for
children who show potential for integration in
traditional learning environments; no support for
managing major transitions between levels of school
and on to adulthood; the need for counselling for
parents to help couples work through the issues so that
the marriage remains intact; funding for a dedicated
degree in autism to promote better understanding of
what is a complex disorder; and funding for research to
improve early diagnosis. The needs of parents, children
and autistic adults are not being met. We need to do
more to work with this as we work to keep families
together and to maximise the potential of these
children.

Tuesday, 3 May 2016

There is nothing innovative or new in this budget. It
will just keep Victoria trudging along, dragging behind
it the ball and chain of a $3.7 billion tax bill. In
education Melba Support Services, a great service in
the Yarra Valley caring for severely disabled adults,
was supposed to be given $1 million for its move to the
old Swinburne campus. Yet to my knowledge it has not
yet seen a penny of that money and is still paying rent.
In terms of mainstream education, the government is
investing $924 million in school infrastructure. Despite
the sizable scale of investment, only one school in the
Evelyn electorate will see any new funding, and that is
Bimbadeen Heights Primary School. The coalition
committed $5.3 million in funding prior to the last state
election, so I am pleased to see that the lobbying and
hard work by the Bimbadeen Heights school
community and me have paid off. I was at Bimbadeen
just last week going through the school’s
redevelopment plans with principal Leigh Johansen,
and they are fantastic.
However, there are many other schools in Evelyn that
also deserved funding but missed out. Rolling Hills
Primary School and Seville Primary School are schools
trying to plan for increased growth and offer facilities to
attract parents wanting the best for their children, but
they both need funding. Lilydale West Primary School
urgently needs an injection of funding. Although
Manchester Primary School does get $1.2 million in the
budget, it is for an existing project that the Liberal Party
committed to fund. I note that the Yarra Ranges will
receive a share of asbestos removal and relocatable
classroom funding; however, that is cold comfort for
schools that need redevelopment. It is very telling that
the government has had to inject $63.3 million into
relocatable classrooms to deal with overcrowding.
The Leader of the Opposition had it right when he said
that the budget fails to deliver a plan for population
growth. There is no vision here. Parents would be
shocked to hear that Labor’s plan for education
revolves around temporary classrooms. These are not
the modern facilities of advanced learning institutions
capable of producing young adults ready to be part of a
globalised world.
I come to law and order. Labor has also failed to deliver
funding for additional police to keep pace with
population growth. Mooroolbark police station is not in
my electorate, but it services part of the Evelyn
electorate. This station, which is supposed to be a
24-hour station, is often closed, as police are attending
call-outs. In the 2lst century this is not good enough.
Under the Andrews government’s watch we have seen
the Apex gang running rampant, yet as a result of this
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budget we have fewer frontline police on the beat. To
have just 400 new sworn officers barely covers the
attrition rate in the Victoria Police force. Our state is
growing at a rate of 100 000 people per annum, which
is grossly out of step with police numbers and funding.
Again the Andrews government lacks vision, and any
appreciation of the need to plan for a future that extends
beyond the four-year election cycle. What will it take
for Labor to learn the lessons? I remember former Chief
Commissioner of Police Christine Nixon saying we had
no gangs in Melbourne. How wrong she was.
On the environment, I see the government has allocated
$74 million for bushfire preparedness and response
activities. That is $18.5 million each year for the next
four years, which includes funding for additional
aviation services for firefighting. We must never have a
repeat of the Black Saturday bushfires, so I am relieved
to see this funding. However, the government’s
bungling of the United Firefighters Union enterprise
bargaining agreement and selling out of the Country
Fire Authority means that if we encounter a mass
walkout of CFA volunteers because this government
hands over control of the CFA to the militant United
Firefighters Union, more money is going to be needed
to pay for non-volunteer firefighters.
Last week I spoke about the siren going off at 6.30 in
the morning when I was at home and about looking out
and seeing the volunteers rushing to the station. Last
night once again I saw the lights of the trucks on
Warburton Highway as they were attending an
accident. So often the volunteers at the Wandin CFA
are out responding to issues. The stress they are under
at the moment is not good at all. Everywhere I go I am
being approached by CFA volunteers. Whether it is at
Anzac services or when I am at shopping centres, they
come up to me and say, ‘You’ve got to stop this’. They
are the backbone of my community. They are the
people who really reach out to help everyone. This is
one issue that has exposed the cracks of division in the
Labor ranks. This government is divided, and unstable
government is bad for Victoria.
Lastly, it was disappointing to see Esther Park
overlooked for funding, which the coalition had
committed prior to the 2014 election. The provision of
$250 000 would have breathed new life into the Esther
Park pavilion, which is home to the Mooroolbark
Barkers. This soccer club has ever-increasing
participation rates. Its inclusive policies and warm
welcome to our new residents is to be commended. The
number of female players is growing, and at the rate it
is going, girls will be equalling the boys within just a
few years.
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This is a pathetic budget with no vision, but it is full of
nasty tax surprises. There is no congestion-busting
east–west link. There is no port of Hastings. What we
are getting is a bad deal. We have got a sky rail that
no-one wants and a program to remove 50 level
crossings that relies on the Andrews government being
in government until the end of time itself. Our public
transport is packed, our hospital waiting lists are
growing and our state schools are run down and not
coping with population increases. Where is the funding
for the $11 billion Melbourne Metro rail project? I am
thoroughly disappointed by the Andrews government’s
second budget. It confirms once and for all that Labor
does not care about anything but its union cronies and
the debts it owes to them — the promises it made for
unions campaigning in the 2014 election.
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) — It is my pleasure to
rise to speak on the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill
2016. I begin my remarks by congratulating the
Treasurer, the Premier, the cabinet, all the caucus
members, the parliamentary secretaries and everyone
who contributed to this sensational second budget of
the Andrews Labor government. In many respects you
would think this was a budget for the third premiership
quarter. Those opposite must be kicking themselves
when, after their four years of nothing, they see this
budget, which is arguably the greatest budget of any
state in Australia right now. When ScoMo gets on his
feet tonight, he will wish he was delivering the
Victorian budget and not the commonwealth budget.
I actually thought for a moment that Sophie Mirabella
was in the Victorian Parliament. I have heard those
opposite say, ‘We would’ve done this, we could’ve
done this’, and, ‘If only I was re-elected, I could’ve
done this’. They had four years to do something. They
did zilch. They are where they belong and where they
are going to stay — in opposition. They should keep
getting their advice from Sophie Mirabella. She did
really well in the federal seat of Indi, and she is on a
path to re-election there with her comments on the
Wangaratta hospital.
I also want to single out the Deputy Premier. After four
years of neglect, we have had another significant
investment in education. I will never forget Essendon
Keilor College and the former Minister for Education in
the coalition government. Labor committed $10 million
in 2010; it then lost the election. The minister went out
there and said, ‘I’ve seen the school’, and he described
the conditions there as disgusting. There were four
strikes. Then we had the Niddrie by-election. Those
opposite were so hungry to boost their margin that they
did not even run a candidate. Why? Because the first
question Mr Baillieu would have gotten in the Niddrie
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by-election would have been, ‘Will you fund Essendon
Keilor College?’. He did not even front up.

proud of what we have done in the areas of public
safety and community safety.

We all know how it ended for Mr Baillieu. I would like
to claim the credit, but I think people on his own side
deserve the credit there. At Essendon Keilor College it
was four strikes and you were out for the Liberal
coalition. In Labor’s very first budget the Premier and
Minister for Education committed $10 million to get it
done. I am very proud that it was Labor, after
1600 signatures and bringing a door into Parliament to
give to the then minister, that we finally got the rebuild
that school so richly deserves.

I am very pleased that one of the first tasks that the
Minister for Police charged me with was a review of
our crime prevention program. We committed
$20 million to crime prevention in the budget.
Members only have to look at the Jesuit Social Services
report entitled Dropping off the Edge 2015, the 2015
Ombudsman’s report entitled Investigation into the
rehabilitation and reintegration of prisoners in Victoria
and the report of the Parliament’s inquiry into locally
based approaches to community safety and crime
prevention in 2012. All of these reports highlighted that
if you are to tackle crime prevention, you need to focus
on areas of disadvantage. Some 2 per cent of postcodes
are responsible for 25 per cent of our prison population.
That is where we are going to shift our work on crime
prevention. It is not just going to be money out the door
for lights, cameras and action, as it was under the
former government; we are going to target communities
in need and make sure that we make a real difference to
those communities in need and do something very
worthwhile.

I note we also have the Minister for Women and
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence here
today. There is a record $572 million in the budget to
target family violence.
Turning to my electorate, this budget also provides
funding for Aberfeldie Primary School, the school that
Victoria’s first, and so far only, female Premier, Joan
Kirner, went to. I am working with that school and am
going to make sure that we really honour Joan Kirner’s
name, with $1 million committed to the school to really
make sure a strong legacy is left.
As the Parliamentary Secretary for Justice I want to
acknowledge the work of the Attorney-General, the
Minister for Police, the Minister for Corrections and the
Minister for Emergency Services. As parliamentary
secretary I have been very fortunate to work with those
three ministers. They have given me incredible
opportunities. Just recently I got to represent the
Attorney-General at a very important meeting of
attorneys-general. I am having a discussion with the
member for Broadmeadows about redress. The
Minister for Police and the Acting Minister for Police
have also given me incredible opportunities.
I think we can be very proud of the two budgets in the
justice portfolio. There was $2.5 billion in the first
budget, a record investment in police resources and
then another $596 million. Members should do the
maths — two budgets and a total of $3 billion invested
in police resources. It is just incredible. There are
406 sworn officers. All up there are some 1152 police
personnel on the front line. It was actually the Brumby
government budget that delivered on police resources,
and those opposite are living off that. It is embarrassing.

Another area that I am very proud of and that the
Premier in particular has taken up is in the area of
crystal methamphetamine, or the drug ice. One of the
things I first did on coming to Parliament was to be part
of that groundbreaking inquiry. This budget funds
stage 2 of the Ice Action Plan.
Acting Speaker, if I could just take you back to the Age
editorial of 8 September 2014, which is headed ‘Ice
report must spark comprehensive action’. It says:
The landmark report into methamphetamine, a powerful and
highly addictive stimulant, released in recent days by the
Victorian Parliament’s Law Reform Committee needs to
become a catalyst for a comprehensive community offensive
against an illicit drug that is causing tragic harm, particularly
to young people in regional and rural areas, where youth
unemployment is striking hardest.
…
The report, which makes 54 recommendations, must be
backed by manifold action.

The editorial goes on to highlight some of the actions:
Creating a ministerial council, led by the Premier …
Expanding the drug court …

Those opposite like to talk tough on law and order, but
they were not willing to fund a single sworn police
officer over the past 16 years. The budget was cut under
Kennett and then cut again. We on this side are very

Stronger measures to identify and prosecute manufacturers …
Better resourced and expanded outpatient facilities.

When we handed down that report I will never forget
the Premier coming into the Parliament, pre-empting

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
Tuesday, 3 May 2016

ASSEMBLY

the Age editorial, and saying, ‘I’ve got in my hands the
recent report by the parliamentary committee into the
drug ice. That’s why we’ve funded an extra 11 sniffer
dogs and an extra 8 dogs in regional and rural Victoria’.
He never thought about doing anything else to combat
crystal methamphetamine apart from funding sniffer
dogs, whereas the then opposition leader, and even the
Herald Sun, said at the time that the government should
take action and lead from the front. The then Leader of
the Opposition actually read the report. As Premier he
set up a ministerial council, led by himself, with health
professionals and judicial officers. He is doing an
incredible job with both stages 1 and 2, along with the
Minister for Mental Health, the Attorney-General and
the Minister for Health.
The press release on 16 April headed ‘Next stage of Ice
Action Plan to make communities safer’, the Age
editorial and our own parliamentary inquiry highlighted
the important work of the Drug Court in Dandenong.
My predecessor, the then member for Niddrie and
Attorney-General, the Honourable Rob Hulls,
established that Drug Court. Those opposite talk about
taxpayers funds; they are meant to be the party of
financial management. For every $1 invested, the court
returns $5 to the community. We had four years of
those opposite sitting on their hands. Now we see the
expansion of the Drug Court to Melbourne. Expanding
the Drug Court was one of the first priorities of our
parliamentary inquiry. I think the Attorney-General and
the Premier need to be congratulated on that. It is an
incredibly big investment. It is something that needed
to be done, and I am very proud that the
Attorney-General and the Premier are leading from the
front and doing what is needed.
The other thing that is very big is the Melbourne Metro
project. We heard the member for Kilsyth talking about
the Melbourne Metro rail project, but we are getting on
with it and getting things done. Members only have to
read some of the material. This is Infrastructure
Australia’s no. 1 project for Victoria, duplicating the
city loop. It is going to make a big difference to the
people of Niddrie, and for those in my neighbouring
electorate, represented by the member for Essendon, it
is going to make a big difference on the Craigieburn
line.
Members should read Adam Carey’s article headed
‘Metro rail Tunnel: Melbourne needs it, so let’s build
it’, which was published in the Age of 16 April. He
said:
It is difficult to overstate how badly Melbourne needs the
Metro rail tunnel.
…
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A hundred years ago Melbourne’s population was
1.3 million. Today it’s 4.4 million. In that time the only
significant expansions that have been added to the rail
network are the city loop and the Glen Waverley line.

Mr Carey goes on to say:
In raw terms, the Metro tunnel will create space for an extra
17 trains an hour in each direction —

that is, 17 —
each capable of carrying 1100 passengers — 37 400 people
an hour in total.

In contrast let us have a look at the Liberals’ east–west
link. Mr Carey said:
The east–west link was projected to carry 80 000 vehicles a
day by 2031, which equates to 96 000 people using
VicRoads’ measure that shows each vehicle in Melbourne
carries an average 1.2 people.

So you have 1.2 people in a car versus 17 trains an hour
going in each direction, each capable of carrying
1100 passengers. That is a massive difference in terms
of the mobility and sustainability of our public transport
network going into the future.
The Craigieburn line, which I have just highlighted,
will almost be like a grade separation in itself — a
grade separation, if you like, in the city loop. The
northern loop, which is shared by the Sunbury,
Craigieburn and Upfield lines, and which cannot take
anymore trains, will see its capacity doubled. It will be
a fantastic project. With this budget we are seeing a real
legacy for the Andrews Labor government.
The opposite side is meant to be the party of financial
management. We saw the little blimp, the member for
Malvern. The member for Hawthorn should not worry;
he is moving up the chain. I think he is ahead of the
member for Malvern already. He is doing very well.
That little show we saw in question time was one of the
best. He is doing well. He should not worry. My money
is on him — —
Mr Pesutto interjected.
Mr CARROLL — I do like you, and I reckon you
are the man. In an article in the Age of 19 March 2015
headed ‘Liberals are not better economic managers’,
Josh Gordon said the Liberals needed to lock in the
east–west link ‘for political reasons, exposing us to
unnecessary risk’. He went on:
… it’s time to abandon the rhetoric from the Liberals that they
are the better economic managers, certainly in Victoria, where
the handling of the east–west link shows they exposed
taxpayers to greater financial risk than they needed to,
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ostensibly for political reasons. That’s not good economic
management, that’s economic sabotage.

This is a fantastic budget by the Andrews Labor
government. I congratulate the Premier.
I again thank the justice ministers for the opportunities
they have given me in that portfolio. I have had an
incredible two years working with the
Attorney-General, with the Minister for Police and
Minister for Corrections, with the acting police and
corrections minister and with the Minister for
Emergency Services. They have given me incredible
opportunities. I have been very fortunate as the
parliamentary secretary on three occasions to go to
ministerial council meetings with our federal and state
counterparts. It provides another opportunity to
highlight what a privilege these positions are.
Most importantly, in delivering for my community in
the Niddrie electorate, there was $10 million in the first
budget for Essendon Keilor College, and we have
another million dollars for Joan Kirner’s former school,
Aberfeldie Primary School, in honour of Joan Kirner, a
wonderful Victorian, a wonderful contributor to public
debate and a real trailblazer for women. I will do
everything I can to make sure the school does
everything it can to ensure her name is well and truly
honoured.
Having the Minister for the Prevention of Family
Violence at the table during this debate, it would be
remiss of me not to highlight her work. At the recent
meeting of attorneys-general from right around
Australia and across the Tasman — and I have said this
to the minister — the participants were vitally
interested in the work we are doing to combat family
violence. I know the minister does not rest on her
laurels; she reminded me that we still have so much
further to go. But there is $572 million to address the
key and most critical components of the work of
Marcia Neave in that royal commission. I think we
have had outstanding leadership from the Premier and
the minister.
I am lucky to have had the minister out to my
electorate, and she is also booked in very shortly to do a
morning tea with my constituents. She is always
welcome in Niddrie to highlight the work we are doing,
which will see $572 million of statewide funding across
the next two years in response to those findings,
including more housing and crisis accommodation,
more counsellors, more prevention programs and more
support for children who are victims of family violence.
I think it is fantastic to be delivering on 65 of the most
urgent recommendations that the royal commission
made.
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On that note, again I want to congratulate the Premier.
It is fantastic to be in government. I know those
opposite are still getting used to opposition. This is a
fantastic budget. Tonight I have no doubt that ScoMo
wishes he was delivering the Victorian budget. We are
the envy of the nation, and we are so happy and so
proud.
Ms Ryall interjected.
Mr CARROLL — The member for Ringwood
permanently has Liberal Party head office staff parked
out in her electorate to make sure she gets re-elected.
But we on this side stand on our merits. We deliver for
our communities. We are always putting people first.
From the first budget to the last budget, we will not rest
on our laurels. I congratulate the Premier.
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) — I rise to speak on the
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016.
Mr Richardson — Tell us about tax.
Ms RYALL — I am actually very happy to tell the
member for Mordialloc about tax and how we have a
very high-taxing, high-spending budget, which is pretty
normal for Labor and something that we have all come
to expect from it.
Having listened to the member for Niddrie talking
about his schools, I want to highlight something that the
Deputy Premier, who is also the Minister for Education,
said. He said, ‘You can’t get a first-rate education in a
second-rate classroom’. If we turn that around, that
means anyone who is in a second-rate classroom at the
moment is not getting a first-rate education. That is
pretty appalling.
Mr Carroll interjected.
Ms RYALL — I heard the member for Niddrie
saying, ‘Where’s this going?’. I ask him to just wait for
it. I bring up the case of Norwood Secondary College.
Labor has been in power for 12 of the last
16 years — —
An honourable member — Yeah, we know.
Ms RYALL — And the state of Victoria certainly
knows. Norwood Secondary College is an old school; it
has been around since about the 1950s. In fact the last
major works that took place there was for a library
under former Prime Minister Gough Whitlam. During
the 12 of the last 16 years that those opposite have
actually been in power, they did nothing for the
students of Norwood.
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In a press release of 15 July 2014 the Premier said,
‘Only Labor will rebuild and redevelop the schools in
the east that are under so much pressure’. Nothing
could be further from the truth. He said Labor was
helping parents and teachers and putting kids first.
Interestingly in this budget — for the 2016–17 financial
year — it is certainly not putting the kids at Norwood
Secondary College first. There is no new capital
funding for schools at the Maroondah end of the
Ringwood electorate in this budget at all. In fact in the
2015–16 budget Labor promised $10 million. Of that, it
was going to spend in this financial year around about
$1.3 million. Well, it spent $282 000 on my schools in
the Maroondah end of the electorate.

I understand the government is offering $50 million in
shared community facilities in schools, so it certainly is
incumbent on the Minister for Education to make sure
that these funds — an additional $1.6 million — are
added to the funds that he is providing to Norwood for
its single-court stadium to make sure that it gets a
double-court stadium. It is absolutely necessary. Not to
do this would be a travesty. Because the right thing to
do, the decent thing to do, is for the minister to make
sure he treats the students in my community, the
students of Norwood Secondary College, with respect
and provides for them to make sure that they not only
have a two-court stadium but that they also have a
STEM centre.

In the 2016–17 budget the government is saying it will
spend around $3 million on the schools under what it
calls the Maroondah education plan. Four schools are in
that Maroondah education plan. On the existing project,
$3 million is expected to be spent, but here is the
kicker: no-one knows how much of that $3 million will
be allocated to which school. I have actually had the
minister out — —

I move on to deal with Maroondah Hospital. When the
government announced the breast cancer centre was to
be built adjacent to Maroondah Hospital, we as a
community welcomed that announcement. The
government was well aware when it made that election
commitment that the parking circumstances for the
public at Maroondah Hospital were very, very poor. It
was extremely difficult to get a park at the hospital, and
that is why in addition to rebuilding Box Hill Hospital,
in addition to upgrading Maroondah Hospital, the
coalition also committed to — as a start —
100 additional car parks for the public at Maroondah
Hospital.

Mr Nardella interjected.
Ms RYALL — I have, member for Melton. I have
had the minister out, and he knows full well what the
circumstances are. There are 1100 students at Norwood
secondary College, and all the Minister for Education
wants to provide to them is one single-court stadium.
The last major works undertaken at the school was a
Gough Whitlam library. These students, according to
the minister, are getting a second-rate education.
What the coalition committed to Norwood Secondary
College was $7.5 million, of which $4.5 million was for
its stadium and $3 million was for its science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM)
centre. In fact the school is a replica of my old high
school in the 1970s. I think the Minister for Education
was born about that time, in the early 1970s, and the
science rooms that the students used in the 1970s are
still there.
What the school needs as a priority is a two-court
stadium for 1100 students. We have primary schools of
half that size in terms of student population, or even
less, that have a one court stadium. How do
1100 students fit on a one-court stadium? If we are
talking about getting students first-rate educations, the
school also needs a STEM centre. The minister needs to
step in and provide this huge school with a second court
so it has a double-court stadium. It will certainly assist
in the school being able to use it as a sports facility,
which is absolutely necessary.

The Premier and the Minister for Health, in announcing
the cancer centre, had the opportunity to design into it
hundreds of additional car spaces in the one building as
part of the one construction. That would have been
exercising foresight. That would have been
demonstrating vision. That would have been good
planning, and it would have gone an enormous way to
dealing with what has now become a parking crisis. As
I said, Labor has been in power for 12 out of the last
16 years, and it has watched and failed to act while this
problem has become a crisis. We have over
1000 people who have signed a petition to have the car
parking addressed within the context and the
construction of the cancer centre. There has been media
on this and I have raised the issue in Parliament, but we
know that the government is not listening. We know it
does not listen, because it did not listen with sky rail, it
did not listen with changing the bail laws, it neglected
to address the South Yarra station with the Melbourne
Metro, and the list goes on.
My community is one that has been ignored and
continues to be ignored by this government. They have
had enough. The Maroondah Leader put up online an
article on the Maroondah Hospital crisis, and some of
the comments include:
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I’m guessing Minister for Health Jill Hennessy has never had
to search the ‘sufficient’ car park with a suffering child in the
backseat.
… I feel for people with mobility issues who also can’t walk
far from their car to the hospital.

One woman described how she took her two-year-old
to Maroondah emergency but was unable to find a park
at all. There was no parking in the streets. She also had
a younger child with her. They instead had to go to a
GP, could not get an X-ray, and now as her son still
cannot walk properly and she is concerned his foot is
broken she has to actually return to the hospital. This is
just a small snapshot of the sorts of situations that arise,
but the frustration is palpable.
From an answer to a question on notice to the minister
it was discovered that the hospital has in total 97 car
parks for the public. This is a hospital that had in this
last quarter over 9500 admissions, 7000 outpatient
appointments, 5420 day procedures and
4741 emergency admissions. Emergency presentations
are up on the last quarter. This crisis is not going to go
away — it is a crisis. It is only going to get worse with
our growing and ageing population.
The cancer centre has its own car park, to which the
government is only contributing 39 places. Eastern
Health has had to stump up for 50 places, when it needs
to be able to spend that money on treating its patients.
The government boasts of its huge surpluses, and I
make the point that those surpluses come from the
fixing of the structural deficit that Labor put this state
into, and the coalition actually rectified that. I call on
the minister and the Premier to intervene to fund and
build the car parking needed to address the parking
crisis at Maroondah Hospital as part of the construction
of the cancer centre. That would be the right thing to
do, the visionary thing to do and the respectful thing to
do in enabling my community and the surrounding
communities to be able to access the health care they
need.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Disability support case review
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — My adjournment
matter is to the Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing. The action I ask is for the minister to meet with
Kay and Jim Drysdale to explain why he will not
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review their case for support funding. Kay and Jim
Drysdale are 77 and 71 years old this year. They have
been caring for their son, Ray, for 44 years. He has an
intellectual disability, autism, mental illness and
epilepsy. They have provided ongoing care for him and
tried to make him as independent as possible.
They took out a second mortgage 10 years ago to help
him try to live more independently. They work full time
to try to pay his mortgage and to make it manageable
for their son on his disability pension in the future.
Despite having done the right thing by their son and by
the state by providing ongoing care and working
tirelessly to develop their son’s independence, they
have not received the help they need to continue this
role.
I have known the family for many years, as does most
of Berwick. Jim and Kay are loving parents who work
hard in their small business. They have a daughter,
Alison, as well as obviously their son, Ray. Ray is
known around town, and with a little extra support can
remain independent in the future. The Drysdales just
need a little extra help so they can stop working.
In early 2015 they approached the Department of
Health and Human Services again for help. They feel
that things are getting desperate and that they will no
longer be able to care for him at all if they do not get at
least some help. They believe that 4 hours of care a
week would ease the burden and help them to continue
in their role. Their question to the minister is: when
does a child with a disability stop being the sole
responsibility of a parent, and how old do they need to
be or do they have to die before they get any support?
They would like the disability support register to
become a waiting list, and they believe that if it were,
they might have received some help over the last
40 years. They want the minister to commit to
providing some help to the family instead of just
fobbing them off.

Bendigo West electorate schools
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Education.
The action I seek is for the minister to visit my
electorate of Bendigo West and meet with schools that
have been successful in receiving funding in this year’s
state budget.
I want to thank the minister for his commitment to
making Victoria the education state and for his
commitment to the special needs plan. Kalianna School
in my electorate was thrilled to receive $4.3 million in
the state budget for stage 1 of its new school. This
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school is a leader in special needs education and has led
the way in innovative learning and higher education
involvement in special needs education. The school is
excited about the future plans it has for its partnership
with La Trobe University in training teachers in special
needs education.
Marong Primary School was also successful in
receiving planning money in the budget. Marong is a
large growth area of Bendigo, and accommodating
growing enrolments into the future requires planning.
The minister visited Marong primary with me last year.
He was the first education minister to visit the school in
a very long time, and in fact from some perspectives he
is the only minister to have visited this school. The
school was thrilled that it has been allocated funding to
plan for the future.
In Chewton the fantastic Chewton Primary School was
excited to receive funding through School Pride
funding. This school is an integral part of the Chewton
community, and being a very old school it has ongoing
issues with maintenance. It plans to use its funding for
improvements to the building and grounds.
The minister will be welcomed with open arms in
Bendigo West because people understand not just his
commitment but also the Andrews Labor government’s
commitment to making Victoria the education state.
We look forward to the minister’s visit in the near
future.

Goulburn-Murray Water bridge tenders
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Environment,
Climate Change and Water. The action I seek is that the
minister immediately overturn a policy position that is
financially crippling Victoria’s farming community.
Last week I was contacted by Nelson McIntosh of
Nelmac Construction and Piling, which has been
building bridges for 55 years. Based in Yackandandah,
it was unsuccessful in a tender for two
Goulburn-Murray Water bridges at Cobram and
Yarrawonga in my electorate. Its tendered amount was
nearly $400 000 lower than the successful tender — in
other words, the successful tender was 55 per cent
higher. You might say the design was unsuitable or the
specifications were not in order, but when Nelmac
received a letter on 17 March this year, it stated that the
business was unsuccessful due to a lack of
documentation and design concept.
When Nelmac informed the design engineer that he
was unsuccessful and said who the successful tenderer
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was, for a price $383 600 higher, there was silence on
the end of the phone. This silence was followed by an
admission that the same design concept was given to
the successful company by himself, and he too was
astonished that a contract for the same design concept
for the same two bridges was given to a tenderer who
submitted a 55 per cent higher bid. At a time when
drought is affecting many parts of our state, and when
those who have access to irrigation water are paying
incredibly high prices to keep crops growing and
livestock alive, why would the minister allow such
rampant financial mismanagement to take place in
Goulburn-Murray Water?
Our farming businesses are at the crossroads financially
and yet the minister has allowed these rorts to take
place. It is time that the minister removed this
unsustainable Labor policy of awarding tenders to
bidders for the same project specifications to her
preferred tenderer. If this policy is allowed to continue
unchecked, farmers will be paying 55 per cent higher
costs for a commodity that falls free from the sky. The
only costs involved are storage and delivery, and these
costs are being driven up by the minister’s department.
An explanation and an apology are required to all
Victorian water users.

Woodend Primary School
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — The matter I raise is
for the attention of the Minister for Education. The
action I seek is that the minister join with me in visiting
Woodend Primary School to meet with students and
staff, with the principal Andy Kozak, with the school
council president, Brad Dean, and with the parents and
friends president, Emma Tuck. It will be a fantastic
opportunity to celebrate the announcement of
$2 million for the school to upgrade and modernise
facilities and for school community members to outline
to the minister their aspirations for the school.
I visited the school last Wednesday, and the response
from the school community was fantastic. I would
particularly like to acknowledge former school council
president Peter Lane, who has been advocating for
many years now for a capital commitment to Woodend
Primary School. His hard work has paid off. With more
than 380 students enrolled, Woodend Primary School is
one of the largest schools in my electorate. The school
runs on solar power, with 140 panels funded by parents,
community members and a small grant from
Sustainability Victoria. Students grow their own food at
the Carlsruhe annexe and are passionate about arts and
performance, sport and fundraising. The junior school
council is one of the most active I know, always

ADJOURNMENT
1796

ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 3 May 2016

dreaming up new ways to raise money to support a
range of local and international causes.

Kingston residents and people from the wider area
around Melbourne.

This much-needed injection of funds will enable
students and staff at Woodend Primary School to get
the first-rate facilities to match the first-rate education
experience on offer. What a contrast this announcement
is to the neglect of our education system by the former
Liberal government. Its representatives in the Woodend
area should be embarrassed by the neglect of the
community by the Baillieu and Napthine governments.
Again, the action I seek is that the minister join with me
and that we celebrate Woodend Primary School being
part of this government’s commitment to developing
the education state here in Victoria.

This morning a petition was lodged containing some
7200 signatures calling upon the Victorian government
to maintain the vital 24-hour emergency department
services at Sandringham Hospital to meet the health
needs of the local community and the southern region
of Melbourne. I place on record the comments that
some people have recently written to my office. I quote
from one letter in which a family says that they recall
their family’s ‘various emergencies ranging from
swallowed toys, airway blockages through to a severed
finger and a coronary attack’. The person stated that
they feel very lucky to have had the Sandringham
Hospital emergency department close by. Another
person wrote, ‘In the past two years we have had cause
to attend the emergency department’ owing to cardiac
arrest and an accidental fall. They stated that the care
provided at the hospital ‘is first class in every respect’.

Sandringham Hospital
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I wish to raise
a matter for the attention of the Minister for Health. The
action I seek is for the minister to unequivocally
guarantee the ongoing and vital role of the world-class
emergency department at Sandringham Hospital. The
Sandringham Hospital emergency department has
developed into a vital resource used by almost every
family in the wider Bayside and Kingston region of
Melbourne, and personally I fully support the
Sandringham Hospital emergency department
remaining open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Press
speculation on the front page of the Age of 30 March
that the Sandringham Hospital emergency department
represents an early saving point in Victorian health
administration must be counteracted emphatically by
the government. The closure of the emergency
department from 7.00 p.m. to 7.00 a.m., speculated
upon in the context of a federal-state funding stoush,
would jeopardise local health care and, in the words of
one Bayside doctor ‘would place lives at risk’.
Alfred Health has subsequently stated that it has no
plans to alter services. However, even the debate about
politically expedient cuts to the 24/7 emergency
department at Sandringham Hospital must be rejected.
Local residents attend the Sandringham Hospital
emergency department for multiple reasons, including
cardiac arrest, bone fractures, allergic reactions,
pneumonia, appendicitis, diabetic coma, food
poisoning, high fever, domestic accidents, asthma and
croup. Some of these conditions can be very frightening
for families, and even more so if the patient has to
travel another 14 kilometres to the nearest alternative
emergency department. The Sandringham Hospital
emergency department has developed into a
world-class treatment and training facility, with
massive reinvestment in the last five years, and it must
remain that way for the next generation of Bayside and

The narratives continue, with other residents who have
said, for example:
My son now age 21 has had three broken arms, one knee chip
repaired … and my daughter has had major knee
reconstruction, and a number of operations …

Yarrabah School
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — I raise an
adjournment matter for the Minister for Education. The
action I seek is for the minister to come with me to visit
Yarrabah School in Aspendale, a specialist
development school in my electorate, and to talk to the
school community about the master plan that was
committed to in this year’s Victorian budget.
It joins with a number of schools in my electorate that
have benefited in the last couple of years, and Yarrabah
School is a special example. The school has grown by
700 per cent over the past two decades, increasing from
19 students in 1992 to well over 160 students now, as
well as some 60 early childhood students. The school
has nearly 100 staff on site caring for well over
200 children, and it has not received any significant
funding from the state government for many years.
That is about to change, and it was a proud moment to
see that Yarrabah was getting that master plan funding
that will end portables being plonked on site and look to
a longer term plan for that school.
I have to take issue with some of the comments from
the member for Evelyn during her contribution to the
debate on the appropriation bill. She made some
comments about and politicised the government’s
response to supporting autism. The suggestion that
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those support packages and the support and assistance
for children and their families is somehow a political
thing is absolutely absurd. When you go on a bit of a
rant about the budget and start attacking it and
politicising such an important issue in that way, saying
things that are not based on any fact and in fact show a
complete lack of understanding of what has actually
been committed to in this budget, it is absolutely
disgraceful.
I think the member for Evelyn should be cautious with
her comments when she is trying to politicise
something as important as support for children with
autism, because our special needs boost in this budget is
unprecedented. It is important and delivers significant
investment for 20 specialist schools in our patch.
In conclusion, I ask the Minister for Education to come
out to my electorate, visit Yarrabah School and talk to
them about the important master plan that they are
undertaking.

Pigeon control
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — My adjournment matter
is for the Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing,
who I note is in the chamber tonight. The action I seek
is that the minister invest in measures to prevent pigeon
infestation at public housing estates in the Prahran
electorate.
Last year I raised this issue publicly on behalf of
residents in the Inkerman Heights and Horace Petty
estates, and some action was taken in cleaning some
windows and installing some spikes. But a year later it
is clear that this has not been enough, and I have taken
the time to personally visit tenants and have them show
me around the estates and show me the affected areas.
These are not just housing estates; they are people’s
homes.
Residents continue to raise this with me, and pigeon
infestation continues. It is a health risk. It causes an
unsightly mess through droppings, with windows and
common areas covered in pigeon faeces, and it causes
the degradation of buildings. Now I understand it is
difficult to prevent residents from feeding the birds, and
signs have been put up and letters sent to residents, but
action can be taken to put up barriers on all roosting
sites, often on the ledges that are common on the
exterior of public housing high-rises, as well as other
measures to address this problem.

Melbourne Metro rail project
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
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for Public Transport, and the action I seek is that the
Minister for Public Transport provide an update for
constituents of Pascoe Vale regarding the construction
of the Melbourne Metro tunnel and the improvement it
will make to services for commuters on the Upfield and
Craigieburn rail lines.
The 2016–17 budget has reaffirmed the Labor
government’s commitment to Metro rail, the biggest
rail project in Australia, which will give the
Cranbourne, Pakenham and Sunbury lines their own
tunnel through the CBD. But importantly from the
perspective of my constituents it will free up space in
the city loop to run more trains in and out of the city,
including on the Upfield and Craigieburn lines. I would
appreciate if the Minister for Public Transport could
update my constituents on how this will improve their
services.

Maroondah Hospital
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) — My adjournment
request is to the Minister for Health. and the action I
seek is for the minister to accompany me out to
Maroondah Hospital to talk to and consult with my
community members and residents, as well as those
from surrounding communities, about their views on
combining the breast cancer centre with hundreds of
additional public car parks in the one single
construction.
The breast cancer centre funding is welcome, and there
is a perfect opportunity to combine this with a public
car park to address the parking crisis at Maroondah
Hospital. The former coalition government rebuilt Box
Hill Hospital and upgraded Maroondah Hospital with a
commitment of a further 100 car parks as a start. With
population growth and our ageing population, every
month that the government delays addressing this crisis
means residents are less able to access their health
facilities — that is, sick patients and their families are
unable to access their health facility. That includes
inpatients, emergency presentations, outpatient
appointments, day procedures, as well as visitors. They
total in the tens of thousands of people per quarter, yet
there are only 97 hospital public car parks and
72 time-restricted street car spaces.
Eastern Health is doing the heavy lifting on catering for
its staff parking, but Eastern Health’s funds should be
used for patient care, not paying for public car parking,
which this government must take responsibility for. I
implore the Minister for Health to work with me and
my community on this, to do the decent and the right
thing by them, by the sick and their families, and to
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show vision and fund hundreds of additional car spaces
in the same building as the breast cancer centre.

Ballarat Secondary College
Ms KNIGHT (Wendouree) — My adjournment
matter is to the Minister for Education. The action that I
seek is that the minister visit Ballarat Secondary
College, Wendouree campus. The Wendouree campus
is a fantastic school. I have visited there many times
and each time I do I am left feeling so impressed with
the high quality of teaching and support offered to the
students, but it is also not difficult to notice the need for
building upgrades. These upgrades are urgent, and the
urgency is driven by the exciting changes that are
happening at the school. The Wendouree campus is
moving forward at a great rate, with new uniforms, a
new structure in providing education for students from
years 7 to 12 and a new name.
The Andrews Labor government values this school and
the amazing work that is happening in planning for the
future. The Wendouree campus has great plans and
aspirations, and it would be fantastic to share these with
the Minister for Education, a minister who has secured
$6 million for this school: $3 million in the last budget
and a further $3 million in this budget. I would
encourage the minister to visit the Wendouree campus
of Ballarat Secondary College to share in these exciting
plans. He would be welcomed with open arms.

Responses
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — I thank the honourable member for
Gembrook for his adjournment matter. Families like the
Drysdales are the true champions of our community,
and there is not a member in this place who at some
stage through any of their constituent engagements
would not have come in contact with an example like
the Drysdales.
The roles that unpaid carers deliver in our community
are of such worth and such unrecognised value that we
should all stand in awe of the contributions they make.
That is why the nation as a whole in 2013 signed up to
the national disability insurance scheme (NDIS),
because the Productivity Commission, an
Ombudsman’s report, and numerous reports of this
Parliament and its committees found that our disability
system is disjointed, underfunded and dysfunctional.
The worst thing of all is that it keeps people with a
disability away from mainstream Australian life. It
seeks to keep people with a disability in a closed world
where, sadly, their rights are not recognised by the
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broader community. The reason the NDIS has
bipartisan support at all levels of this Parliament and
indeed this nation is that it seeks to deliver the goal of
an ordinary life to people whose lives have been denied
that ordinariness. For generations they have been kept
away from the rights that they should rightly have
expected one of the richest nations on earth to be able to
deliver to them.
When opportunities like this come around to focus on
the inadequacies of the disability support register
(DSR), it serves as an opportunity to point to all that is
wrong with our disability service system. I have
nothing but admiration for the work of the likes of the
Drysdales in the community of the member for
Gembrook and every other community around this
state, because our disability support system is
dysfunctional and unable to cope. The disability
support register, for all of its many virtues, is essentially
a waiting list demonstrating this community’s
inadequacy and short-changing of people with a
disability.
At the numerous community forums we have been
holding on the rollout of the national disability
insurance scheme, people like the Drysdales show up in
huge numbers. There is no more moving example than
when an elderly parent who has cared for a person with
a disability all of their lifetime gets up out of frustration
and because they are at their wit’s end to point to the
inadequacies of the system that is meant to be there to
support them and points to the really human dilemma
of ‘What do I do with my son or daughter when I am no
longer able to care for them?’. Until 2013 this nation,
let alone this state, had no answer for that family.
Now in a great national endeavour we are on the verge
of starting to roll out the national disability insurance
scheme. I would like that to be available in one fell
swoop to every family with someone with a disability
in this country, but that cannot be. The national
agreement rightly has a phased arrangement in place,
and it does not get to the east — I am not exactly sure
where the Drysdales live, in Berwick as I understand
it — for some time. It starts in the north-eastern suburbs
of Melbourne and areas of regional Victoria this year
and indeed interstate in New South Wales as well. By
2019 this arrangement will be in place across this state.
That should not be anything other than a matter of great
rejoicing and support among all members of this place.
The honourable member raises an issue about one
particular family, and I will undertake to look at that,
but it would be wrong of me to create an expectation
that the DSR is anything other than a waiting list —
because that is precisely what it is. It is a testament to
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how imperfect we have been as a country and as a
community when it comes to the very processes that the
honourable member and the Drysdales’ circumstances
point to. I use this as an opportunity, on the eve of a
federal budget that is about to be delivered in a few
short minutes, to make sure that all honourable
members keep this issue above partisan politics and that
we ensure that the national disability insurance scheme
is funded in full, as it is in the two key states where it
has been rolled out.
I would hope that the federal government does not
succumb to the argument that is being promoted by
some that somehow or other in the out years the
national disability insurance scheme will be
underfunded, because if it is not delivered in full by all
of the partners — and it is a partnership between the
state and the commonwealth — then the Drysdales of
this world will be the ones that will be short-changed.
The member has asked me to have a look at that, and
through the normal processes of review that is precisely
what we will do. The more fundamental issue at stake
here is the full rollout, on time and on schedule, as
signed up to by the Prime Minister and the Premier in
2015 and as originally signed up to by former Premier
Napthine and former Prime Minister Gillard as part of
the national deal in 2013. I thank the honourable
member for his adjournment item.
The honourable member for Prahran raised the issue of
the Horace Petty estate and the issue around pigeon
droppings on that estate. We should not underestimate
the importance of this issue. I met with the South Yarra
Public Tenants Association only last week, and it
reinforced this matter in the context of much wider
discussions about the future of that estate and the
prospect of getting rebuilding going on that estate in the
future. The association wanted to make sure that that
community was not alienated from the rest of the
community through some other misguided community
groups seeking to oppose the redevelopment of the
estate down there and seeking to oppose further
investment in diverse housing stock on that estate. Like
that community, I support its reasonable demands for
modernised and better quality housing that more
accurately fits its modern needs and the issues that the
honourable member raised about a number of estates
throughout inner Melbourne in particular. I will
undertake to further examine that matter as indeed I
undertook to do at my meeting with the South Yarra
Public Tenants Association only last week.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Industry) —
Regarding the actions sought by the members for
Bendigo West, Macedon, Mordialloc and Wendouree
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for the attention of the Minister for Education, they will
be passed on.
The members for Sandringham and Ringwood sought
actions from the Minister for Health.
The member for Ovens Valley sought action from the
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water.
The member for Pascoe Vale sought action from the
Minister for Public Transport.
All of those requests will be passed on diligently to the
appropriate ministers.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house is
now adjourned.
House adjourned 7.26 p.m.
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Safe Schools program

Wednesday, 4 May 2016
The SPEAKER (Hon. Telmo Languiller) took the
chair at 9.33 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Mountain Highway, Bayswater
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition draws to the Legislative Assembly’s attention
the desperate need to keep the existing three-lane carriageway
in each direction on Mountain Highway, Bayswater.
As part of the Bayswater level crossing removal project, the
plan is to reduce the road’s capacity by 33 per cent.

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Victoria draws to the attention of
the house their concerns that the Andrews Labor government
is compelling all Victorian government secondary schools to
have to implement the Safe Schools program. Furthermore,
the petitioners are concerned that Victorian parents will be
prevented from deciding whether their children should
participate in the Safe Schools program.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria call on the Andrews Labor government
to stop compelling all Victorian secondary schools to have to
implement the Safe Schools program. Furthermore, the
petitioners request that Victorian parents should be allowed to
determine if their children will participate in the Safe Schools
program.

By Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (693 signatures).

Mountain Highway is a busy thoroughfare for businesses,
local families and those heading to the Dandenong Ranges
and surrounds.

Christmas carols in schools
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly require the Andrews Labor government to leave
the capacity of Mountain Highway as it is and not remove
any lanes.

By Ms VICTORIA (Bayswater) (1342 signatures).

Abortion legislation
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

Residents in the Morwell electorate draw to the attention of
the house that the government has imposed the ban on singing
traditional Christmas carols in Victorian government schools.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria ensure that the Andrews government
reverses this decision and allow students attending
government schools to sing traditional Christmas carols.

By Mr NORTHE (Morwell) (13 signatures).

The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house that because of the abortion
legislation passed in Victoria in 2008:

Bus route 788
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

abortions are allowed to be performed up to the point of
birth;
babies in the womb who have reached the age of
viability and older are being aborted;

The petition of the residents of the electorate of Nepean
request that the Legislative Assembly of Victoria address the
following urgent and longstanding public transport needs on
the Mornington Peninsula:

it is not necessary for medical care to be provided to
babies who have survived an abortion;

increase the 788 bus frequency closer to 20-minute
intervals;

there is no obligation for medical professionals to
facilitate the provision of access to appropriate services
such as pregnancy support, counselling, housing, mental
health and other such services for pregnant women
experiencing physical or emotional distress.

connect this improved 788 bus service with Frankston
Hospital and Monash University, Frankston;

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Council
of Victoria support the Infant Viability Bill 2015 introduced
by Dr Rachel Carling-Jenkins which will rectify the problems
with current law outlined above.

By Mr CLARK (Box Hill) (1236 signatures),
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) (3908 signatures),
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale)
(1472 signatures) and
Mr WELLS (Rowville) (1542 signatures).

publish the latest Mornington Peninsula bus network
review in full, so our community can comment on any
planned future upgrades to our local public transport
system.

By Mr DIXON (Nepean) (247 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Bayswater be considered next day on
motion of Ms VICTORIA (Bayswater).
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Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Forest Hill be considered next day on
motion of Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Nepean be considered next day on
motion of Mr DIXON (Nepean).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Morwell be considered next day on
motion of Mr NORTHE (Morwell).

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC ADVOCATE
Community visitors report 2014–15
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing), by leave, presented government response.
Tabled.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES
COMMITTEE
Financial and performance outcomes 2013–14
and 2014–15
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) presented report,
together with appendices and transcripts of
evidence.
Tabled.
Ordered that report and appendices be published.

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Auditor-General — Managing and Reporting on the
Performance and Cost of Capital Projects — Ordered to be
published
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981 —
Report 2015 under s 96
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 — Government
response to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee’s
Report on the 2015–16 Budget Estimates
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Building Act 1993 — SR 33
EastLink Project Act 2004 — SR 36
Electricity Safety Act 1998 — SR 32
Residential Tenancies Act 1997 — SR 34
Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983 —
SR 35
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Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Documents under s 15
in relation to Statutory Rules 32, 33, 34

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourns until Tuesday, 24 May
2016.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
UnitingCare Harrison
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) — I recently visited
UnitingCare Harrison at Gifford Village to meet the
acting CEO of UnitingCare Harrison, Sharon
Wolstenholme; Ted Smith from Croydon North
Uniting Church; and other members of the support
service. It was great to visit again and see exactly what
this organisation does to provide support and assistance
to people in Melbourne’s east who are at risk of abuse,
neglect or homelessness. It also provides free
community meals and activities, just to name a few of
its activities. Support services such as UnitingCare
Harrison at Gifford Village are a great way to support
our local community in times of need and are also a
great way to bring residents of our community together.
It was a delight to visit Gifford Village, and I look
forward to supporting it in the future.

The Babes Project
Mr HODGETT — On another matter, last Saturday
night I had the pleasure of attending a charity event in
support of The Babes Project, and I rise to congratulate
Helen Parker and Bec Gebert and the rest of the
wonderful team for putting on such a successful
evening, which I thoroughly enjoyed.
The Babes Project is a local not-for-profit organisation
based in my electorate that relies heavily on the
financial support of donors and the hard work of
volunteers working tirelessly to provide support to
mothers during the perinatal period. The Babes Project
has supported and assisted hundreds of women in
Melbourne to deal with their pregnancies, and because
of its popularity there is a significant wait for pregnant
mums to receive assistance.
The organisation is in much need of a new office to set
up an additional support service in another area of
Melbourne to keep up with the growing demand. I
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again implore the Premier and his Minister for Health
to take a look at the tremendous work of and assistance
provided by those at The Babes Project and assist them
in the acquisition of a new office, whether that be
through grant funding or some other means of financial
support.

Werribee electorate schools
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) — I am thrilled to inform
the house of several vital school projects listed in the
2016 budget that will benefit my Werribee electorate.
Manor Lakes P–12 College will finally be able to
complete the build of its school, with $10.9 million
allocated for construction of stage 5. I met with the then
principal, Jason Smallwood, in 2015 along with the
Minister for Education, and we received a presentation
and tour of the school grounds from student leaders at
the college. We saw at first hand the difficulties
encountered with the unprecedented growth in Manor
Lakes and the pressure this has placed on the staff to
adequately deliver their educational programs.
Warringa Park School will also receive funding for land
acquisition and planning for expansion needed to
ensure students with special needs are given the
opportunities they deserve. Marie Hayes, the acting
principal at Warringa Park, discussed with me the
stresses on the school with the population growth in the
area. This funding will reassure students with special
needs and their families that they will be in a place that
is adequately directed towards their educational needs.
Werribee will also be home to one of Victoria’s 10 tech
schools at the Victoria University campus. Secondary
school students will be able to gain vital science,
technology, engineering and mathematics — STEM —
skills, expanding their opportunities with skills for the
future.
These investments are providing essential support for
school programs to operate effectively and efficiently
and will assist our students to reach their full potential.

Anzac Day
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — Anzac Day again provided
an opportunity to remember those who served and
those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom. I say
well done to the RSL on the dignified air of the
services. In particular I noted the continued attendance
of families at services and how well the RSL is
handling the passing on of the torch to the next
generation.
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John Burfitt
Mr CRISP — Congratulations to John Burfitt on
his efforts with a charity fundraiser for a local Port
Arthur charity. As the 20th anniversary of the Port
Arthur massacre was being commemorated and Red
Cliffs was reflecting on those lost, John was raising
funds for the Lever Jary Memorial Trust Fund.

Yelta rail turntable
Mr CRISP — For the Murray Basin rail project to
deliver its full economic benefits to grain growers,
GrainCorp is investing in handling facilities to load
longer trains more quickly. One such site is at Yelta,
which is at the end of the Mildura line. On the site of
the Mildura riverfront there is a rail turntable which is
currently unserviceable and is scheduled for relocation.
It would make sense to relocate the turntable to Yelta in
conjunction with the GrainCorp upgrade, and I call on
the Minister for Public Transport to not waste a great
opportunity.

Mildura Base Hospital
Mr CRISP — The Mildura Base Hospital is busier
than ever. Recent data shows the hospital has had an
extra 200 ambulance attendances, an extra 500 patients
have been admitted and bed days have increased by
440. The hospital is very much in need of additional
resources, and I call on the Andrews government to
recognise this increased activity and fund extra beds,
extra staff and extra services to cater for the growing
demand.

Australian Association of Friends of Botanic
Gardens
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water) — Last Saturday I had the pleasure
of opening the Australian Association of Friends of
Botanic Gardens conference, which this year was
hosted by the Friends of Geelong Botanic Gardens. The
botanic gardens in Geelong are magnificent and are
really a must see for anyone visiting Geelong. They are
the fourth-oldest gardens in Australia, having been
established in 1851. Proudly, in 2002 they were the
subject of a major upgrade, thanks to a
multimillion-dollar grant from the Bracks government,
working in partnership with, amongst others, the
Friends of Geelong Botanic Gardens and its then
president, Jayne Salmon.
I was pleased to have an opportunity to talk to Jayne on
Saturday. She reminded me that the first conference
ever held in Geelong for the botanic gardens was
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opened by my son’s grandmother in 1994, so I felt very
special to be there on Saturday. The friends group has
been a very active organisation since its formation in
1985, and I thank all of those who have volunteered
their time over that period, including the current
president, Alison Martland.
The Australian Association of Friends of Botanic
Gardens is made up of 58 groups from right across the
nation and provides an important opportunity for
member groups to network and share ideas and
information. This conference focused on the theme of
botanic environments and their survival in a time of
global warming and had numerous eminent speakers. I
was pleased to be the opening speaker at the
conference, because the Victorian government has a
clear focus on and commitment to tackling climate
change and understands the needs botanical gardens
will fill in the future as we continue to focus on climate
change.

Wantirna Primary School
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — I had the
great pleasure to visit Wantirna Primary School and the
new library that was funded and subsequently upgraded
by the former Liberal-Nationals government. I pay
tribute to principal Sue Fergeus and all the hardworking
staff and students on the upgrade to this very important
facility.

Ferntree Gully railway station
Mr WAKELING — I have had an issue raised by a
blind constituent regarding the Ferntree Gully railway
station. There are no tactile tiles at the station, which
does not provide the assistance for our blind
community with respect to utilising the station. On
behalf of this constituent I have written to the Minister
for Public Transport. It is self-evident that the minister
needs to take action to upgrade this facility and make
sure it is compliant for our blind community.

Anzac Day
Mr WAKELING — Congratulations to all those in
the community who attended services on Anzac Day. I
would like to congratulate the work that the Boronia
RSL did, including Anne Boyd and the organisers for
organising the Ferntree Gully dawn service at the
quarry at Peregrine Heights. I also had the pleasure of
joining Alan Tudge, the federal member for Aston, at
the Salford Park Community Village for its annual
service. It was a wonderful event. I congratulate all
involved and thank members of the Knox community
for their attendance at the many events on Anzac Day.
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Country Fire Authority volunteers
Mr WAKELING — It is imperative that this
government listens to the concerns of and protects our
hardworking volunteers in Victoria’s Country Fire
Authority. I would like to pay tribute to the work of
those in Ferntree Gully, Boronia and Scoresby. It is
imperative that this government does what it can to
support our volunteers.

Saul Same
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — Saul Same recently passed away at the age
of 96. A true friend of Labor and a champion of the
Jewish community, he will be sadly missed. An
immigrant from British-controlled Palestine after World
War I, Saul served his country with valour and
distinction with the Royal Australian Air Force during
World War II. He then built the iconic Gloweave brand
as a leading Melbourne entrepreneur. Over time Saul’s
generosity to social and community projects both here
in Victoria and in Israel came to be recognised when he
was awarded the Israel Goldstein Prize by the Keren
Hayesod Foundation. A wise counsel to Labor leaders
from H. V. Evatt onwards, Saul was a friend of anyone
who supported peace, anti-fascism, workers rights and
diversity. Having met Saul many times, including at the
Elwood Shule, his reputation as a pillar of the
community was richly deserved. His remarkable life
will not be forgotten by all those who knew him.

Ree Izett
Mr FOLEY — I also sadly note that Ree Izett
recently lost her courageous battle with breast cancer.
Her contributions to the cultural and artistic life of this
state, particularly to governments and community
groups, are numerous and many, so they too will be
long remembered. Ree’s common thread of decency
and commitment to social justice, cultural access and
participation in our community will be truly and
remarkably remembered. I extend my condolences,
particularly to her long-enduring friend and sister,
Maxine, and also to her many family and friends.

Saul Same
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — I would also like
to pay my respects to Saul Same’s family after his
recent passing. He was certainly a great contributor to
Melbourne’s Jewish community.

Government performance
Mr SOUTHWICK — Victoria has a great deal to
be proud of, with the state’s booming population

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Wednesday, 4 May 2016

ASSEMBLY

growth a good indicator that this is the best place to
live. However, Melbourne, the world’s most livable
city, which encompasses electorates like mine of
Caulfield, is at risk of losing its global reputation
because of the disastrous decisions of Premier Andrews
and his hopeless Labor government.
The Herald Sun front page of 3 May refers to Victoria
as a ‘lawless state’, a state that has a severe lack of
leadership on law and order from this Labor
government. Victoria is suffering from low police
numbers, soft bail laws and having police pursue
criminals with one arm tied behind their back. Many
residents in my electorate of Caulfield have contacted
me to express how worried they are about the large
spike in crime and how scared they are of the gang
activities the Premier has let blow out of control.
This government has been blessed financially with
taxes from a large property boom, much of which can
be attributed to significant overseas investment that in
turn has created needed infrastructure jobs. The
Premier’s budget, which targets these overseas
investors, is yet another massive hit by this government
to the confidence of potential investors in Victoria. I am
sure the premiers of New South Wales and Queensland
have thanked him for the extra investment they will
receive at the expense of Victoria. The stupidity of this
Labor government will hurt the state’s property market,
jobs and the economy. The foreign investor tax also
demonstrates the two-faced nature of the government.

Patrick Cronin
Ms WARD (Eltham) — Usually in these members
statements I am celebrating my community; today
instead I mourn with my community. Only a few weeks
ago a vibrant young man, a 19-year-old, played a game
of footy with his brother for the Lower Plenty Bears.
Later that night he was hit by someone in a shocking
and thoughtless act of violence, leading to his death a
few days later. I speak today in recognition of the life of
Patrick Cronin. I want to acknowledge the deep loss felt
by his family, and I thank them — his parents, Matt and
Robyn, his brother, Lucas, and his sister, Emma — for
their thoughtfulness in donating Pat’s organs to help
others in this state. I commend their bravery.
I have been very moved by the way in which my local
community and in particular the Lower Plenty Football
Club and the Research Junior Football Club have
helped our local community to process this loss. I thank
Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School in Eltham
for offering support to those who knew Patrick and his
family and for its amazing display of old footy socks
calling on people to ‘Stop the coward punch’. I thank

1805

these groups for the leadership and kindness they have
shown in helping our local community deal with this
terrible loss. Patrick was by all accounts a gentle and
kind boy, much admired and respected. This was a
senseless crime that tragically showed us that much
work still needs to be done to prevent such a tragedy
from striking another family.

Kerry Share
Ms WARD — Today I acknowledge the life of
Kerry Share, a beautiful, kind, funny, smart woman
with strong social values and a strong feminist
backbone and Catholic faith. I thank her for her support
of me and the Labor Party and for raising an
exceptional son, who will continue to shine.

Art Town
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — Along with local
residents, I recently joined the Art Town walk put on by
the Chapel Street Precinct. Attendees were treated to a
showcase of artists using Chapel Street as an
inspirational canvas. The final results were impressive
at the Art Town awards night at Chapel off Chapel with
many impressive pieces of art, all inspired by Chapel
Street. Shopping strips like Chapel Street are the heart
and soul of local communities. Innovative, creative
events like Art Town bring new life, new visitors and
new shoppers. Congratulations to all artists involved, to
Art Town producer Margaret Kernich, to president of
the Chapel Street traders John Lotton and to all
members of the committee for another terrific event.

South Yarra railway station
Mr HIBBINS — In last night’s federal budget no
funds were provided for South Yarra station. In
question time in the Legislative Council the
government confirmed that the federal government has
not sought to include South Yarra station in the
Melbourne Metro rail project. South Yarra residents
have been left swinging in the wind by the federal
government and have been taken for a ride by their
federal member. The federal government must now at
least allocate some of the $10 million planning money
for Melbourne Metro to do detailed design work for
South Yarra station and include it in the Melbourne
Metro project.

Occupational health and safety
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — Workers
Memorial Day falls on 28 April each year. It is a day to
mourn and pay tribute to workers who have lost their
lives at work. Workplace fatalities and serious injuries
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happen because workplaces are not safe, and all of
those injuries and fatalities, or most, can be avoided.
I was saddened but proud to attend the workplace
memorial service at the Victorian Trades Hall Council
on 28 April and to stand proudly with working people,
trade unionists and their families, the minister
responsible for WorkSafe, the Minister for Finance, and
many other Labor parliamentary comrades to pay
tribute to those who have lost their lives in workplace
accidents and to pledge to do what we can to make
workplaces safer and to remember those who have been
taken from us far too early.
Over the past year 24 Victorians as young as 21 have
lost their lives at work. This figure, however, does not
include the many more who struggle with daily living
or die early because of debilitating injury or illness. It
does not include those who have contracted industrial
disease through exposure to hazardous materials — for
example, asbestos and other carcinogenic chemicals, to
name a few. Industrial disease is an insidious affliction
and often one that the individual must fight all the way
to get any sort of compensation or medical expenses
paid, if they are ever successful at all. I believe as
legislators we must do more to recognise industrial
disease and ensure that employers make workplaces
safe and take precautionary measures to protect workers
from exposure.
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their ongoing cuts to country roads. Again I invite them
both to travel to western Victoria and see firsthand the
terrible road conditions that our local people must
endure.

Warracknabeal education precinct
Ms KEALY — The Minister for Education has
snubbed the wishes of the Warracknabeal education
community and the recommendations of the
Department of Education by scrapping the planned
Warracknabeal education precinct. The budget
allocation for Warracknabeal Secondary College may
only be used to upgrade existing buildings rather than
rebuild at the proposed education precinct site as
planned. As a double blow, not enough funding has
been provided to enable the precinct build to go
ahead — a very frustrating and unfair situation for the
school community to have to decide between rejecting
the money or turning their back on their planned
education precinct. The Warracknabeal education
precinct is a wonderful concept and should be
supported by government to ensure the best possible
educational environment is available to our country
students. I urge the Minister for Education to revise the
funding specifications for Warracknabeal Secondary
College and immediately release sufficient funds to
make the Warracknabeal education precinct a reality.

Saul Same
Grampians Grape Escape
Ms KEALY (Lowan) — This year the Grampians
Grape Escape celebrated its silver jubilee, attracting
over 7000 visitors through the gates. This fantastic
event showcases not only the natural beauty of the
Grampians National Park but also our scrumptious
local food, cooking featuring our premium local
produce and talented foodies, amazing local wines and
stellar entertainment — a perfect event to shop local
and eat local. A big thankyou to all involved in
coordinating this feature event for western Victoria,
particularly Grampians Tourism, Northern Grampians
Shire Council, the many major sponsors of the event
and the local exhibitors that ensure each and every year
is a great success.

Regional and rural roads
Ms KEALY — It is extremely disappointing that
the Melbourne-centric Labor government has again
neglected country roads in this year’s budget, allocating
a shocking 10 per cent less funding than the
Nationals-Liberal coalition delivered in its last year in
office. It is essential that the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety and the Premier understand the impact of

Ms THOMSON (Footscray) — I rise to
acknowledge the passing of a truly special man who led
a remarkable life. Saul Same, who was also
acknowledged in the house yesterday by the member
for Essendon and today by the member for Albert Park,
was a remarkable man. He was a successful
businessman, known for the Gloweave brand that was a
well-known Australian and international shirt company.
He was also a philanthropist and a long-time supporter
of the Labor Party through good times and bad. Bill
Shorten summed him up with this quote:
Saul dined with governors-general, he advised prime
ministers and he offered four generations of Labor leaders the
wisdom of his counsel and through it all remained a humble,
courteous, decent man.

I am fortunate enough, along with the member for
Albert Park, to have had the privilege of knowing Saul
Same, although not as much as I would have liked to
have known him. I met him when I was in Young
Labor. I was fortunate enough to go to one of the events
that he held with the Jewish community at his home —
he would open his home for these events — and he
treated me with as much courtesy and respect and time
as he did the leader of the Labor Party at that time. I
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thought the next year when I caught up with him that he
would forget who I was, that I would go up and say,
‘Hello, Saul, I am Marsha. I met you last year at …’,
but Saul knew who I was, and every year we would
reconnect and make contact. He was a special man.
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There was no service at the Simpson army barracks this
year. That was a service that usually attracted thousands
of people from my local community. It is unfortunate
that that was not able to occur this year, but we respect
the range of reasons that the Australian Defence Force
was unable to continue with that service.

Arthurs Seat Skylift
Mr DIXON (Nepean) — Next week, weather
permitting, a heavy-lift helicopter will start putting into
place the first pylons for the new Arthurs Seat sky lift.
The sky lift is an all-weather, fully accessible,
gondola-based lift that will replace the old 1960s-style
chairlift. Construction of both the top and bottom
stations is well underway, and the new lift will be well
and truly operational by the end of the year. Despite the
understandable objection of a handful of local residents
and the completely mystifying opposition to this
job-creating project by a few local councillors, the
completion of the project is finally approaching. I fully
support the action of the Minister for Planning calling
in the final stages of the project. This will enable a
smooth and professional completion.

Chris Dixon
Mr DIXON — On another matter, I would like to
take this opportunity to thank members on both sides of
the house for their concerns and support during my wife
Chris’s recent illness and untimely death. Chris has left
a hollow in our lives that will never be filled. She does,
however, leave a wonderful legacy in our beautiful
children Julia and Martin, plus the enduring love and
affection of two generations of children she has taught.
The 500 people who attended her funeral were a
testament to the love and esteem in which she was held.
Chris now rests in peace with our daughter Monique.
Chris, we love you to the moon and back.

Anzac Day
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — I would like to give
my thanks to the RSLs in the Ivanhoe electorate, to our
veterans and to the community for supporting and
acknowledging the commemoration services across my
electorate in the lead-up to and including Anzac Day.
I was pleased to represent the Premier at St Paul’s
Cathedral for the statewide Anzac service in the lead-up
to Anzac Day, as well as, along with the federal
member for Jaga Jaga, the Honourable Jenny Macklin,
to participate in laying a wreath at the Ivanhoe RSL
service that Sunday afternoon with president Fred
Cullen, OAM. We also had an Anzac Day service for
Heidelberg RSL, and I am pleased to thank Tim Hogan
for his work as MC and in arranging that service.

I would also like to thank the West Heidelberg RSL,
which has had an almost $2 million redevelopment of
its facilities. It was a great celebration, as well as a
commemoration, of our veterans there and the hard
work that they do. The Cherry Street service, supported
by the Watsonia RSL, was also very well attended in
McLeod. I was very pleased to see the growing number
of people in my electorate supporting those services
and our veterans, particularly at the Heidelberg
Repatriation Hospital.

Member for Nepean
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I would like to
pay tribute to the outstanding eulogy given by the
member for Nepean, Martin Dixon, upon the passing of
his wife recently within his electorate. It was one of the
most courageous eulogies that those who were in the
congregation on the day had the privilege of witnessing.
It gave a keener insight into the attributes of the
member for Nepean. I wish him and his family all the
best.

Sandringham Hospital
Mr THOMPSON — On another note, I would like
to acknowledge the outstanding work of the medical
staff and nurses at the Sandringham Hospital for the
work that they do in meeting the medical needs of the
local Bayside, Kingston and wider Melbourne
communities. Work undertaken there is life saving. I
have had land in my office in recent times multiple
letters from people who have described family trauma
they have encountered, and owing to the skill and
service of members of the hospital, people have been
resuscitated, revived and treated in ways that have
enabled them to go on to lead productive lives. It is a
most valuable resource to the community.

Sandringham College
Mr THOMPSON — I note that in the recent state
budget that no funding was given to Sandringham
College senior campus. That is an important matter that
needs to be addressed into the future. Ongoing work
needs to be undertaken to further develop Sandringham
College at Holloway Road and at Bluff Road to enable
it to continue to provide and support the work of
outstanding teachers.
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Nigeria schoolgirls kidnapping
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — It is just
over two years since terrorists tore through the village
of Chibok, Nigeria, and ripped more than
200 schoolgirls from their community in a violent
rampage that shocked the world, launching the viral
campaign #bringbackourgirls. Recently mothers,
sisters, friends and aunties of the captive girls rallied in
the streets to again bring to the world’s attention that
their girls are still missing. We know what that
means — their girls are being raped and bashed, forced
into marriage and conversion to Islam, even used to
carry or detonate bombs; and also, in a horrifying act of
misogyny, they are used as a recruiting tool to attract
young men to join Boko Haram.
We also know that when these women escape or are
rescued they are shunned by their families on return.
They are often carrying children after being raped, or
their families believe they may have been radicalised
while in captivity. There is often no happy ending.
Some girls are so overcome with trauma and depression
that they are averse to receiving help from anyone.
There are reports of Stockholm syndrome.
The Nigerian government claims to have almost
defeated the ISIS-affiliated Boko Haram, so I ask:
where are the girls? Why are they not where they
should be, with their families in their village and back
in the schoolroom? We know that Islamic militants do
not like girls getting an education. As Malala Yousafzai
said:
Let us remember: one book, one pen, one child and one
teacher can change the world.

On the cusp of Mother’s Day I ask all of us to raise our
voices, send our prayers and ask the Australian
government and all governments to do more. I cannot
help but ask myself whether, if those 200 girls had been
Australian or American, or boys, more than a social
media campaign would have been launched to secure
their freedom. This represents the world’s failure to
stand up to terrorism and stand for our civilisation.

Country Fire Authority memorial service
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) — Today, 4 May, marks
the feast day for St Florian, the patron saint of
firefighters. I thank members of the Country Fire
Authority (CFA), both past and present, for their
volunteering to protect members of the community and
their assets in the case of fire across regional Victoria.
Last Sunday I had the honour of attending the CFA’s
annual memorial service, which this year was held in
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Wodonga — and it is good to see the minister is in the
chamber. This year’s service commemorated 10 years
since the deaths in the line of duty of Trevor Day, of the
Campbells Creek fire brigade, and Rebecca Helwig.
Rebecca was a member of the Barnawartha fire
brigade, which is within the Benambra electorate.
Mrs Helwig had been a volunteer for 10 years, and her
husband, Shayne, was also a volunteer, a lieutenant in
the same brigade at the time. Their passion for the
brigade and volunteering saw their three sons, Garry,
Blake and Bo, join. I well remember the incident
involving Mrs Helwig, as at the time I was an
operational member of Victoria Police. Her death
devastated her family and the wider community.
The CFA is an emergency service and is there to serve
the community, protecting life and property. There are
dangers involved, members realise, but I am grateful
that memorial services such as that over the weekend
are held to give all of us an opportunity to remember
and say thank you to those who have paid the ultimate
price.
I ask St Florian, the patron saint of firefighters, to
continue to look over firefighters, both paid and
volunteer, but maybe to also look over the Minister for
Emergency Services at this time, as she is being placed
under significant pressure and most likely bullied by the
union and her own Premier.

Oak Park Primary School
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) — I would like
to take this opportunity to acknowledge the Oak Park
Primary School community, which I visited on Monday
of this week. The school had requested that I come
along to present a new Australian flag, which I had
organised, and I was able to do this on Monday. In
presenting the flag to the students at Oak Park Primary
School I discussed with them the importance of living
in a fair, equal and multicultural society and
community.
Also while I was there I was asked to present the
student leadership badges and the school captain badges
to Aleisha and Mitchell. It was certainly an exhaustive
selection process for the students as to who would be
this year’s school captains. Each of the grade 6 students
had to write a campaign speech. Two girls and two
boys were selected, and they then had to present these
speeches and the students had to vote. The successful
candidates gave their speeches to the whole school on
Monday whilst I was there, including to the teachers
and to their parents. Their parents were certainly very
proud, and I and the Labor candidate for the federal seat
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of Wills, Peter Khalil, who was with me at the time,
both questioned whether we had some future candidates
in our midst.
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the
work of Bryan Nolan, the school principal, and also the
school council president, my good friend Rory
Sercombe. This is certainly a beautiful school, which
was redeveloped by the previous Labor government
under my predecessor, Christine Campbell. Those
opposite no doubt left schools in the northern suburbs
to rot, but Labor rebuilt schools last time and is
rebuilding schools this time.

Camberwell Hockey Club
Mr PESUTTO (Hawthorn) — On Saturday,
30 April, I had the pleasure of visiting once again
Camberwell Hockey Club in my electorate for its
Women in Sport day. It is the second time I have been
able to visit Camberwell Hockey Club on this occasion.
It also held very successfully last year, as one of the
pilot clubs, the Fair Go, Sport! initiative run by the
Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights
Commission. These are both great initiatives, and I was
pleased to be able to say a few words at the invitation of
Rosemary Kelly, who heads up the women’s program
at Camberwell Hockey Club. I was very proud to be
able to say that Camberwell Hockey Club is not only a
great club in terms of its sporting excellence, but it also
sets the finest example for clubs across the state
because it uses the community spirit it has built up over
many years to pursue inclusion, engagement and
respect, and that is something to be admired.

Hawthorn electorate student leaders
Mr PESUTTO — Last week I ran the second of my
student leadership series in my electorate, where I invite
student leaders from schools in my electorate to visit
my office to discuss their perspectives on leadership. I
particularly wish to thank those schools that were able
to attend at this time: Auburn High School, Camberwell
High School, Scotch College, Strathcona Baptist Girls
Grammar School, Siena College, Camberwell Primary
School, Canterbury Primary School and Swinburne
Senior Secondary College. It is always fascinating to
hear what are very mature perspectives by young
students, and it gives us confidence to believe that our
future is in good hands.

Frankston electorate schools
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) — McClelland
College has received $5.8 million to rebuild its school
hall in the state budget, and for that I thank the Minister
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for Education and his staff for seeing the desperate
requirement of this school. The college principal,
Amadeo Ferra, has said:
The McClelland College community appreciate the support of
our local MP, Paul Edbrooke, who has been a fierce advocate
for the people of Frankston. We now have the opportunity to
create a sports facility of the standard that our young people
deserve. This will assist us in helping to develop happy,
healthy and resilient kids at McClelland.

I would really like to thank the school community for
putting their trust in me to ensure that we work to a
system of funding in Frankston, not just ignoring
schools that need the funding and buying votes from
others. This school consists of hardworking teachers,
staff, parents and students, and they have all done a
fantastic job to get this result.
Mahogany Rise Primary School also scored a
commitment in this budget, with $200 000 being
committed to building new kitchen facilities to build on
the capacity of the school’s brekky club and provide
more meals for kids that will perform better with full
tummies. The Andrews Labor government has handed
down some fantastic, meaningful commitments in
Frankston, ensuring that Victoria is the education state.

STATEMENTS ON REPORTS
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
financial and performance outcomes 2013–14
and 2014–15
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — I am pleased to
make a contribution this morning on the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee’s Report on the
2013–14 and 2014–15 Financial and Performance
Outcomes, which the committee chair tabled earlier
today. Of course this is normally an annual event, but
given that the Parliament was prorogued in October
2014 the 2013–14 outcomes were not dealt with until
the installation of new committee members and the two
years were done concurrently. So it is an atypical report
in an atypical year.
What is also atypical is that there was a series of public
hearings on the outcomes — I think the first in living
memory and probably the first for many decades. So it
has been a worthwhile exercise, in my view. There was
one hearing per department, held in February this year.
Perhaps the last thing this particular committee needs is
extra public hearings; we certainly do enough of those.
As a consequence, the decision was greeted with a
distinct lack of enthusiasm, you would have to say, by
some. But, as I said, it was a worthwhile exercise, and
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certainly from the feedback I had both from members
and from the public service itself it was productive.
I want to concentrate in my remaining time on some of
the points in the outcomes for 2014–15. Firstly, I want
to note the impact of almost half a billion dollars —
$497.7 million — in extra stamp duty, which was not
expected when the budget was brought down. This is a
huge increase, and I contrast that with the increase in
the consumer price index for that year of 1.1 per cent.
There was a total tax take jump of 7.4 per cent for the
year, with a CPI of only 1.1 per cent, so it is certainly a
healthy boost for a Premier who indicated that taxes
would not rise on his watch. It is interesting that at the
same time the government is demanding that local
government tighten its belt and stick to CPI plus a little
bit, its own tax take is jumping by more than three
times the maximum it is allowing local government to
raise.
There was a windfall. What was the windfall applied
to? Was it applied to reduce the deficit? Had it been
used for that purpose, the government would not have
recorded the deficit that it did. Had it been used to pay
out debt, debt would probably still have gone up but it
would have gone up less than it in fact went up over the
year. Unfortunately neither of those two things
happened. The money was simply spent. It is
unfortunate, though, that from the presentation of the
accounts it is not exactly clear what it was spent on. We
do know that $166.4 million was set aside in the
midyear statement for the Melbourne Metro and to get
some work happening on the western distributor. There
was $20 million set aside for community service
obligations and for TAFE. There was some $20 million
for the family violence royal commission and
$10 million for Infrastructure Victoria for that first
budget year. That is a total of only $216.6 million, so
where the rest went we are really not sure.
The other issue I want to cover briefly this morning is
that of reprioritisations. Reprioritisations are neither
surprising nor exceptional, but my view and the view of
the committee is that we need much greater
transparency in determining exactly what things were
reprioritised from and where the spending went to. It is
certainly not easy. It is damn near impossible to
determine from the accounts exactly what happened. In
fact even when the departments were asked to provide
further detail, while they provided some detail you still
could not track the money through.
Section 4.5 of the report does address this issue, but it is
important to note that the committee has recommended
that the budget format be retained. Unfortunately the
budget format was changed this year from a
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departmental level back to an aggregate level. The
former government reported the reapportionment at a
departmental level. The current government reported it
at a departmental level for the 2015–16 budget, but
unfortunately it has now gone to an aggregate. I
certainly hope the recommendation will be viewed in
light of the former.
The issue is that budget paper 3 provides great detail on
initiatives, but then it is open to departments to
reapportion the money. We simply do not know
whether that money has been reapportioned and the
programs effectively killed off or whether they have
been completed and there are further funds available.
We do need greater transparency in that area, and I
certainly hope that aspect of the committee’s report is
taken on board by the government.

Electoral Matters Committee: conduct of 2014
Victorian state election
Ms SPENCE (Yuroke) — It is a pleasure to rise
today to speak to the inquiry into the conduct of the
2014 Victorian state election undertaken by the
Electoral Matters Committee. At the outset I would like
to thank the committee chair, the member for Brighton,
and also the other committee members — the members
for Pascoe Vale, Nepean and Morwell, and Fiona
Patten and Adem Somyurek in the other place. I think
the committee worked very well together. It was a
cooperative group. In the main, when you look at the
report it is probably fair to say that 99 per cent of it was
agreed.
There were 57 submissions received covering a wide
range of issues. We had four days of public hearings.
We met with relevant stakeholders, including of course
the Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC). A lot of the
submissions that we received did go to the work of the
VEC. I acknowledge the commission’s good work in
the conduct of that election, but the recommendations
in this report do note that there are some improvements
that we think could be made. On all of those matters we
were in agreement.
If members want to get to the juicy, potentially
scandalous bit, they should go straight to chapter 6. The
rest of the report everyone agreed on. Chapter 6 is
where you will find the contentious bits. I think it is fair
to say that the reason they were contentious is that the
evidence we were provided with was not consistent.
There were allegations of bullying, intimidation and
impersonation, and in most of those cases the evidence
that we were provided with was hearsay. It was
opinion, it was subjective and it was often countered by
other evidence with a contrary point of view.
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An example of that is the evidence provided by the
former member for Carrum, Donna Bauer, who
provided evidence that the intimidation and bullying
that occurred at the Carrum early voting centre
developed to such an extent that the VEC was required
to call the police on two occasions. They are pretty
serious allegations, so it was prudent for the committee
to then seek further information from the VEC in regard
to whether or not complaints had been made and
whether or not the police were required to attend. We
did send off that correspondence and the response from
Liz Williams, the deputy electoral commissioner, was
that at the Carrum early voting centre the police were
not called. When looking at the evidence in chapter 6,
we need to be very cautious and bear in mind that there
is evidence covering both sides.
There were two matters that were essentially not agreed
upon by committee members. One was the public
sector use of fire trucks, ambulances and uniforms.
Recommendation 19 in the report is:
… the public sector code of conduct be amended to prohibit
public sector workers using government property … and that
penalties be developed for a breach of this type.

That was one recommendation the government
members on the committee did not agree with for the
reason that there is currently a public sector code of
conduct that covers issues such as impartiality and the
use of resources. On reading that code of conduct it
seems to adequately cover the field. There are penalty
provisions within the code of conduct, and whether or
not they were followed in the instances that were raised
with us is questionable. The response to that is not to
bring in more avenues and more sanctions when there
is already something there that just may not be being
used, so there was disagreement on that. We also
thought that there may potentially be unintended
consequences for public sector workers who may attend
to vote either before or after work. Would it be
considered campaigning if they are walking around
with a how to vote flyer? Could that be interpreted as
them campaigning? So there were considerable issues
with that.
However, there were a number of issues that we did
agree with and some of them we hope will lead to better
election management by the VEC. There was an
acknowledgement that there was the highest rate of
informal voting during this election. We are
recommending that the VEC continue to analyse
informal votes in every district and region, to report
upon those and to implement education campaigns in
areas where there is high informality. The average of
over 5.2 per cent informality across the state is too high,
and in some areas it was over 8 per cent, so it is very
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important that we do that. I commend the report to the
house.

Electoral Matters Committee: conduct of 2014
Victorian state election
Ms ASHER (Brighton) — I wish to also make a
couple of comments in relation to the inquiry into the
conduct of the 2014 Victorian state election. The first
comment I wish to make is on early voting. More than
1.2 million Victorians voted before election day — that
is, 34 per cent of votes cast were cast before the
election, which completely transforms the way election
campaigns are now run. Of those, 26 per cent of voters
voted in person — that is, 912 000 people voted in
person — at early voting centres, and that was a 67 per
cent increase compared to the 2010 Victorian state
election.
I again refer honourable members, and I am sure I will
have many opportunities over many weeks to speak
about this report, to the chart which begins on page 29
and which points out electorates with very, very high
percentages of early voting. For example, in
South-West Coast over 49 per cent of the electorate
voted early. In Niddrie it was 43 per cent, in Ovens
Valley it was 46 per cent — some of these numbers are
very, very high, and obviously parties and Independent
candidates will change tactics around that. It is partly in
view of that that the committee recommended what
seems to me to be the obvious — that these votes
should be counted on election night. It is absurd that we
all hang around and there is this huge pile of votes that
are not actually counted. Recommendation 3 is at
page 41, and it is not just simply that these votes are
counted; there are a range of recommendations around
that to allow the Victorian Electoral Commission
(VEC) to count.
Basically, as I said, these votes are not counted until the
Monday, and this is all down to the Victorian method in
which the ballot boxes are actually managed. As one
person said, just change the way the ballots are cast. We
are saying that if you vote in your home electorate, put
the ballots in a different box and actually count them on
the night. From my perspective, as long as the
scrutineers know the votes are being counted, the VEC
should be able to deliver that on the night. The VEC
counted 2000 early votes — postal and in-person
votes — at the last election, and in fact it made an offer
to the committee that it could count the first week. We
did not think that was particularly relevant, in part —
again, if members look at the chart on page 38 —
because the second week is when the bulk of the
number of votes are cast. Something like three-quarters
happen in that second week, so while we are very
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grateful for the offer from the VEC that it could
manage counting in week one, we think that the home
votes should be counted on the night. I think it is a
nonsense that these votes cannot be counted.
The deputy chair, who spoke before me, did make
reference to chapter 6, which is in relation to behaviour
outside booths. There was a finding on page 152
obviously indicating that intimidatory behaviour did
occur outside the booths, though the committee
disagreed on how to deal with it. There is a minority
report, which obviously puts forward the coalition’s
view of this. Clearly the tactics at the last election were
highly contentious. There were a range of people in
uniforms campaigning, and whether or not the uniforms
were fake, the Country Fire Authority felt very strongly
that it was being impersonated by the United
Firefighters Union (UFU). From my perspective, I
thought it was nonsense that the head of the UFU said
there was only one fire truck, a decommissioned fire
truck, that went all over the state of Victoria for the
election campaign. That is implausible, because those
fire trucks were everywhere. Again, the
recommendation has been touched on.
In conclusion I thank the deputy chair, the member for
Yuroke. I thank also the members for Pascoe Vale,
Nepean and Morwell and Ms Fiona Patten and the
Honourable Adem Somyurek, members of the
Legislative Council, for their work. I also thank the
staff and those who made submissions and came to the
public hearings; they helped us enormously. I thank the
Labor Party for pairing for the member for Nepean, it
was greatly appreciated. I wish the government well in
its deliberations, and I hope that the government will
implement all of the recommendations in this report.

Electoral Matters Committee: conduct of 2014
Victorian state election
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale) — I also rise to
speak on the report, including the minority report,
tabled by the chair of the Electoral Matters Committee.
The report is obviously the combination of all of the
work done on the inquiry into the conduct of the 2014
state election. As the member for Yuroke said in her
contribution, and I would like to say again at the outset,
this committee, whilst potentially open to a fair degree
of partisanship in the matters that it considered and
given the parameters of the inquiry, certainly conducted
itself in a conciliatory and constructive fashion. It was a
great pleasure to be involved in the work of the
committee on this important inquiry.
I thank the chair, the member for Brighton, and the
deputy chair, the member for Yuroke. I also thank the
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other members of the committee who contributed to the
work and the secretariat for the work it has done. In
particular the member for Yuroke, as deputy chair,
asked me to convey my thanks to the secretariat of the
committee: Mark Roberts and his team. Like the
member for Brighton, I would also like to thank those
who submitted and contributed in all the varied ways to
the work of our committee on this occasion.
The inquiry was obviously wideranging and did
consider most aspects of the conduct of the election,
from Victoria’s electoral system and trends in electoral
participation to early voting, methods of voting,
community engagement with the electoral process,
political campaigning during the 2014 election and an
evaluation of the Victorian Electoral Commission and
general administration of the election. Whilst much of
this was not necessarily new, and it certainly was not
particularly controversial, it was nice that most of it was
able to be agreed upon. As such, I would like to
concentrate most of my remarks on the chapters of the
report relating to early voting and political
campaigning, the associated minority report, and, I
guess, the general administration issues in relation to
the election that go to some of those issues.
As has been said earlier, and as I think we all know as
candidates and as members of this place, early voting is
on the rise, and in particular early attendance voting is
on the rise. Obviously early voting typically takes the
form of postal voting and early attendance voting.
There were 912 000 people who attended an early
voting place before election day in 2014. Whilst at the
end of the 2010 election those of us involved thought
that there had been a massive increase at that time, the
increase at the 2014 election represents a 67 per cent
increase in early voting by attendance when compared
to the 2010 election. In some electorates, as the member
for Brighton also indicated, that was well over 40 per
cent of voters. In places like Niddrie, St Albans, Ovens
Valley, Sunbury and Wendouree, well over 40 per cent
of people voted in early attendance voting.
Ms Knight — They couldn’t wait to vote for me.
Ms BLANDTHORN — They could not wait to
vote for the member for Wendouree or the member for
Niddrie, I am sure, both of whom are in the chamber
with us at the current time. I do not think any of us here
need statistics to tell us about the increase in early
voting. Certainly in my district of Pascoe Vale it was
also quite high. Early voting is important, particularly
for shift workers and carers, and that is why in
particular I would like to mention early voting today.
They are two cohorts of people we need to provide for.
Our recommendations provide for a period of around
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two weeks — specifically 11 days, I think, is what the
recommendation refers to. If we do not continue to
provide that kind of accessibility in early voting, the
people who will be penalised by that will be shift
workers and carers.
I turn to the political campaigning chapter and the
minority report — as the member for Yuroke said, ‘the
juicy bits’. Political campaigning is as old as
democracy itself. The thing that concerned me most
about the discussion that we had here was that it felt to
me, particularly as a unionist, that what we were
attempting to curtail was legitimate political organising
by people who had an interest in what the outcome of
the election was based on their industrial needs and
their industrial requirements. There is already a code of
conduct for the way in which people in the public
service need to conduct themselves. That we should put
an extra overlay on that in terms of talking about
elections, I think, is a limitation on freedom of
association, a limitation on freedom of speech and a
limitation on freedom of expression. It is also an
unnecessary limitation and in some ways an impossible
limitation, because whilst you might stop the person
turning up and campaigning in uniform or in something
that looks like a uniform, you may not necessarily stop
them turning up wearing a T-shirt that — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Thomas) — The
member’s time has expired.

Electoral Matters Committee: conduct of 2014
Victorian state election
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — I am pleased to rise to
speak on the Electoral Matters Committee inquiry into
the conduct of the 2014 state election. The conduct at
the 2014 state election could be described in a number
of ways, and I think the committee used the word
‘robust’ quite often. As the member for Yuroke said in
her contribution, when we conducted this review it was
very wideranging; there was a whole range of areas
which we inquired into. It is important that these
inquiries take place because a fair democracy requires
that voters are able to exercise their vote at every
opportunity, and the way that people vote or exercise
their vote these days has changed dramatically over
these past years, particularly with the onset of early
voting.
The inquiry did note some of the attributes of the
Victorian Electoral Commission (VEC) and the current
practices in place that work well. However, as other
members said, it was also an opportunity for the
committee to identify a number of areas of reform and
improvement. What we subsequently did as a
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committee was to come up with 23 recommendations
and 6 findings. Again, the election campaign itself,
which is covered in chapter 6 and is a key focus of the
report, was indeed robust. My personal opinion is that a
number of boundaries were pushed in terms of what is
described as appropriate behaviour.
The recommendations themselves focus on a number of
key areas, and chapter 3 covers early voting in detail.
Recommendation 2 suggests a change to the
by-election period of voting. We saw in some of the
by-elections in recent times a four-week period to vote.
One would have to say that the consensus among
candidates and political parties and probably the
community more generally is that four weeks is far too
long, so the committee has recommended a two-week
period.
As was said earlier, the increase in early voting has
provided some challenges for the VEC in terms of its
control and making sure it has resources. The counting
of votes is also critically important. I think one of the
frustrations for all is knowing that on election night in
some cases only a small percentage of votes are
counted, depending on how many people have voted
early. The committee felt very strongly that we should
be doing more and could be doing more to ensure that
early votes are counted in a more timely manner. On
election day and at pre-polls, where you do have long
queues, it can be a difficult situation, particularly if
somebody is aged or has a disability or otherwise.
Some of our recommendations talk about better
enforcing queue controls and at least being able to have
people who are having difficulties come to the front of
the queue.
A lot of work is described in section 5 about that
engagement with the aged community, the culturally
and linguistically diverse community, the visually
impaired community and the disability community and
making sure that they have every opportunity to access
polling booths, whether they are pre-polling or
otherwise. On reflection I note that the early voting
centre in the Morwell electorate was blessed with good
weather in many respects. If it had rained or otherwise,
it was very much unprotected. We have to make sure
that the VEC has accessible polling booths in those
areas.
Campaigning was a key part of the committee’s
inquiry, and we looked at ways to improve, enhance
and find efficiencies and also at how-to-vote cards. We
also looked at the behaviour at booths. The member for
Brighton, along with the member for the Nepean and
me, tabled a minority report. I think all would agree that
it is simply unacceptable that we have bullying or
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intimidatory behaviour towards volunteers and party
workers who are just doing their job. As part of that we
believe that the Electoral Act 2002 could be amended
and enhanced to strengthen existing laws on those types
of behaviours at polling booths.
In conclusion, I thank the wonderful chair of the
committee, the member for Brighton; the deputy chair,
the member for Yuroke; the members for Nepean — —
Ms Spence interjected.
Mr NORTHE — The deputy chair is wonderful
too. I also thank the members for Nepean and Pascoe
Vale along with Mr Somyurek and Ms Patten in the
Legislative Council for their work. In addition I thank
Mark, Nathaniel, Bernadette and Maria for their
assistance.

Electoral Matters Committee: conduct of 2014
Victorian state election
Ms WARD (Eltham) — I also rise to speak on the
Electoral Matters Committee report on the inquiry into
the conduct of the 2014 Victorian state election. In
particular I speak to finding 6, which states that the
committee found that intimidation of volunteers and
party workers occurred at the 2014 election. I think it
needs to be acknowledged that in general people
behave pretty well at polling booths, and people have a
pretty genial kind of festive air to them when they
participate in polling. Most people like to catch up with
friends, neighbours and people they see passing by, and
they do not mind a bit of friendly ribbing with the
opposing candidate’s volunteers as well. It is often a bit
of fun. There are often lollies on tables and stories that
get shared. It is usually not a bad place to be. In fact we
have seen as much with this report. I think only about
17 of the over 400 complaints that were lodged had to
do with the behaviour of candidates and their
volunteers and teams.
What I want to speak about is that sometimes during
elections people can be tired. They are passionate
people, and they can be anxious about how their
campaign is going. It is to be expected that in this
contest of ideas, which elections are, there will be
differing views that will be expressed at polling
stations. These views should always be expressed with
respect. What should not happen is physical
harassment, jostling, nasty barbs and intimidation.
What also should not happen is lying about behaviour
or exaggerating reports of behaviour for political gain.
Every time there is a state election the usual suspects
trot out the line that Labor volunteers are out there
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being thugs, stealing signs and bullying. This is
absolute rot. I have worked on Labor Party campaigns
in the seat of Eltham for nearly 20 years, and I have
never seen this behaviour by Labor Party candidates or
volunteers. A former federal Liberal Party candidate
spoke on ABC 774 during the 2014 Victorian election
campaign complaining about Labor Party behaviour,
and this was while my own parents were driving around
the Eltham electorate replacing my garden signs,
including a sign next door to my house that had my face
burnt off.
We had a Liberal Party volunteer physically restrain my
campaign volunteers from entering my campaign
office, which was next door to the early voting station.
This volunteer also physically restrained voters from
entering my campaign office. This person was only
sanctioned after repeated requests that the candidate
himself sanction her when a complaint was made to the
returning officer. We had a Liberal Party candidate
physically jab and elbow a young female ALP
campaign worker as she was handing out my
how-to-vote cards. We had a bullish young man with a
thick gold chain stalk up and down the street in front of
the early voting station bellowing out campaign slogans
as if he were selling discounted sausages at the Queen
Victoria Market, intimidating many.
We had aggression directed by Liberal Party volunteers
towards off-duty paramedics and firefighters, including
a man standing quietly in the street with his materials
and his young son. We even had the local Liberal
candidate claim that an ambulance had deliberately
rammed his car when in fact the ambulance had
accidentally backed into an unmarked black sports car.
The ambulance driver had no idea who the car
belonged to. This was an attempt by the Liberal
candidate to unjustly paint these people as thugs and
bullies, and nothing could have been further from the
truth. These were good, fun people to be around who
were representing their community and going about it
in a way that was polite and respectful.
I want to talk about those volunteers who stood at
polling booths and tried to badger and provoke
firefighters who were standing there volunteering their
time to stand up for their community. They were telling
them that firefighting did not cause cancer, that they
were liars, that by standing there and asking for
presumptive legislation they were absolutely wrong and
that their friends who had died from cancer had not
died because of their firefighting activities. I can only
ask the house to imagine how hurtful it would have
been for those firefighters to stand there and listen to
that kind of rubbish. These people did not care what
they were saying to not only Labor Party volunteers but
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also volunteers for the Greens and volunteers
supporting firefighters and paramedics. They were
exceptionally rude.
But this was not everybody who was a volunteer for the
Liberal Party. I had some great conversations with
Liberal Party volunteers while at my booths. We talked
about the history of Monash, and we talked about the
state of the world. We had lovely conversations. There
were good people, but bad behaviour needs to be called
out and lies should not be told.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Standing and sessional orders
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Equality) — I move
notice of motion 2 in my name in an amended form,
which is:
That so much of standing and sessional orders be suspended
on Tuesday, 24 May 2016, so as to allow:
(1) the sitting of the house to be suspended at 1.45 p.m.;
(2) the Speaker to take the chair at 2.00 p.m., interrupt
business, and the house proceed in accordance with
paragraphs (3) to (7);
(3) Legislative Council members to be admitted onto the
floor of the house and to remain until the motion for a
parliamentary apology for laws criminalising
homosexuality and the harms caused has concluded;
(4) the Premier to move a motion for a parliamentary
apology for laws criminalising homosexuality and the
harms caused and the Leader of the Opposition, Minister
for Equality and one representative from each other
party, including Council representatives, to speak on the
motion; and members speaking after the Minister for
Equality to each speak for up to 5 minutes;
(5) the Speaker to put the question on the motion at the
conclusion of the contributions referred to in paragraph
(4);
(6) the Minister for Equality to immediately move a motion
to take note of the apology;
(7) any business under discussion at the 1.45 p.m.
suspension to be resumed at the completion of the
take-note motion or when the take-note motion is
adjourned.

In support of the motion I begin by thanking all parties,
particularly the opposition, in the Assembly for the
constructive way in which they have approached this
issue. This speaks volumes for the cooperative manner
in which this matter was dealt with in its original form
on the last day of sitting of the last Parliament. The
leader of opposition business, and indeed me in that
term, together with the then member for Prahran, were
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able in the best spirit and the finest traditions of this
Parliament to arrive at an agreed position to reflect on
the expungement provisions for homosexuality
convictions that date back to pre-1984 in a move by, as
I understand it, the then Attorney-General, Haddon
Storey, and the then Hamer government.
What that bill at that time and what this proposition
before us today is based on is that we saw unjust and
prejudiced laws against homosexual acts prior to
decriminalisation in March 1981. Quite frankly, these
laws caused great damage and had lifelong
consequences for not just the individuals convicted but
also for their families and many of the communities
surrounding them. Following the passage of that bill in
the manner I have described and in the subsequent
election campaign, the Andrews Labor government
committed to a formal state repudiation of and apology
for these discriminatory laws and the harms they
caused.
This apology will follow the introduction of the
expungement scheme for historic homosexual
convictions which commenced on 1 September 2015 as
per the legislation introduced by the former
government. The changes to Victorian legislation
recognise that homosexual sex between consenting
adults should never have been a crime. Under the
scheme now in place an individual can make a
confidential application to the Secretary of the
Department of Justice and Regulation to have their
conviction or finding of guilt for a historical
homosexual offence expunged. But let us be clear:
these laws are now and indeed prior to their removal
from the statute book in 1981 were always wrong. They
should really have never existed. They were unjust
then, and they are unjust now and clearly a breach of
human rights. Victorians who have been directly
affected by these laws have unacceptably waited a very
long time for justice.
One of life’s great joys for many of us is growing up
and experiencing the excitement of attraction and the
wonder of emotional and physical intimacy with
another. We come to know ourselves through our love
for others. For this aspect of what it is to be human to
be characterised as shameful and indeed illegal is really
appalling, yet this is precisely what past laws that
criminalised homosexuality did. The damage done by
these laws is untold. We know that young lives were
derailed; people were publicly shamed in newspapers;
they were ostracised by family and friends; jobs were
lost and studies abandoned; and the burden of a
criminal record was carried for decades, affecting
employment prospects, volunteering and community
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participation opportunities and in many instances the
freedom to travel.
Depression and anxiety, drugs and alcohol, and sadly
sometimes suicidal incidents came in the aftermath of
these convictions. We know that the very existence of
these laws and the societal attitudes that made them
possible led to these harms in and of themselves,
regardless of people being convicted. A great price has
been paid by a few for the bigotry of many. But in
reality we have all been diminished by these
discriminatory laws and our failure, as was originally
undertaken in 1981, to seek the expungement of them.
There is no question that the greatest burden of these
unjust laws was on those who suffered convictions
under them and lived with that burden in silence and
indeed in secret. As well as the cost visited upon those
convicted, the impact on the broader LGBTI
communities also needs to be acknowledged. These
laws forced people who should have been able to
participate fully in their own society to hide a key
aspect of who they were and to conceal their sexual
orientation from a hostile world in order to keep
themselves safe. The cost to gender and sexually
diverse Victorians because of these laws and the
regrettable attitudes that made them possible is
immeasurable.
It is time for the Victorian government and, more
broadly, the Parliament and the people of Victoria to
come together to pay our respects and apologise for
laws that should never have existed in the first place.
An apology may not erase the hurt and distress caused
by these laws and their application, but we sincerely
hope that it provides an opportunity for some relief,
comfort and peace.
We cannot undo what has been done. We can, however,
endeavour to remove any remaining discrimination and
bigotry and reform laws and policies to support that.
We are committed to this — it is a commitment we
took to the last election — and I would like to think it
reflects the finest traditions of this Parliament. Again, I
thank the opposition for its foreshadowed support in
one of many steps that will be taken to ensure LGBTI
equality in this state.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — As the Minister for
Equality indicates, the motion before the house in its
amended form reflects a position that has been agreed
both between the different parties and between the
different houses. We welcome the fact that the
government has listened and responded to the concerns
that we raised about the form of the initial motion, and
as a result the motion that is in the form now being put
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before the house, which we expect will be agreed to
shortly, will provide far greater opportunity for
participation, both by members in this place and by
members from the other place, and the presentation to
the chamber of a variety of perspectives and views from
different parties. The form that is being followed under
the amended motion for this sitting and for the
consideration of the motion is very similar to the form
that was followed in the previous Parliament for the
apology in relation to forced adoptions.
As the Minister for Equality indicated in his remarks,
this motion follows reforms that were made with
bipartisan agreement in the previous Parliament which
built on the decriminalisation of homosexual acts in
Victoria that took place in 1981 and provided for the
expungement of convictions that occurred under that
legislation prior to its repeal. As the then government
made clear at the time, it is now generally accepted in
the community that consensual sexual acts between two
adult men should never have been a crime, and that was
reflected in the legislation that was passed in the
previous Parliament, to which the motion being
contemplated today proposes to add. It is welcome that
we now have agreement on the form of the motion that
comes before the house, and we look forward to the
contributions that will be made on this issue when the
substantive matter comes up for consideration on
24 May.
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) — It gives me
great pleasure to support the motion moved by the
Minister for Equality. I also want to applaud the
bipartisan approach that both the minister and the
manager of opposition business described. For many
gay men, or for men generally, this could not come too
soon. As the minister very eloquently described, the
state’s and the Parliament’s power in this area of
people’s lives has had untold impact. That is the rub of
having a parliamentary democracy and a
government — you can do things that oppress
minorities, or you can do things that liberate them.
In the past across a whole range of areas we have
unfortunately seen those people who have occupied
these places doing things to oppress minorities and not
always being conscious of it at the time. Again, as the
Minister for Equality said, one of the most special
things people can have in their lives is the sharing of
love and intimacy with another consenting adult. In my
view there is no room at all for the state to get involved
in that space. It is horrendous to think that people who
had consenting sexual relations ended up before a court,
with lawyers or in police interviews, being penalised. It
is almost like a parallel universe to me, perhaps because
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in my time it was not something that I ever would have
contemplated the state would ever have done.
As the minister described, this is a really important step.
I am very proud to be part of a Parliament that is
bringing both houses together. The power of Parliament
to restore justice, even in a symbolic sense through this
apology, is very powerful not just for those men but
also their families. It had an untold impact, as the
minister said. There was the emotional impact, the
impact on jobs, the impact of criminal records and the
toll on people hiding something they should never have
had to hide.
This is a really important step to clean up and admit a
huge mistake of the past and in doing that to set and
reinforce the agenda of equality. That is the power of
Parliament — to be able to do that. That is the power of
politics — to change people’s thoughts and perceptions
of what is right and what is wrong through moves like
this and through a whole range of other legislative
actions that both sides of politics have taken over the
last few years.
It gives me enormous pleasure to support this motion. I
commend the Premier and the Minister for Equality for
bringing this to the house today as an example of the
change that proper thought, consultation and reflection
can have. I know there are people on my side of politics
and definitely on the other side who have changed their
views on these matters over time. I think this is just
another important step in reinforcing a new way of
approaching things that are natural and intrinsic to
someone’s humanity. Again, it expresses the power of
the Parliament to change people’s perceptions.
I commend the Premier and the Minister for Equality,
and I look forward to making a more substantial speech
when the motion is debated on 24 May.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — I also rise to
support the motion on behalf of the National Party. In
supporting the motion, I think it is very, very important
to acknowledge the work that the manager of
opposition business has done in negotiating to get a
successful outcome for this motion. The original
proposal to have upper house members called in but
only have them sit in the gallery and not have them be
part of the discussion was a mistake. Full credit is due
to the manager of opposition business for renegotiating
that so that there is an opportunity for upper house
members to also make a contribution on this apology.
It is also very important for the house to be aware that
we would not have the opportunity to make this
apology if it were not for the very good work of the
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previous member for Prahran, Clem Newton-Brown,
who took on this particular issue as a mission and, with
the support of then Premier Ted Baillieu, brought into
this place the legislation that expunged those criminal
records. So for both those people, but particularly for
Clem — —
Mr Foley interjected.
Mr WALSH — Ted was gone, was he? I correct the
record; it was Denis Napthine who was the Premier, but
I know that Clem had a lot of support from Ted on that
particular issue. I thank the minister for his correction.
I put those things on the record. We would not be
standing here debating this motion and coming back in
the next sitting week to have an apology if that
legislation had not been introduced and passed with
bipartisan support, as has already been said. Again, we
have proved that with negotiation we can achieve a
reasonable outcome. It is a pity that we had to do it and
that the work was not done in the first place to have the
lower house talk to the upper house before deciding on
how it was going to be invited.
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — I rise to speak on the
motion for the suspension of standing orders for a
parliamentary apology for the laws criminalising
homosexuality. I welcome the changes to this motion,
which will allow not only the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition but also the Minister for Equality and
representatives of other parties to speak on the apology
motion.
Such laws ruin lives and careers. They are
discriminatory laws that criminalise love, sexuality and
people for just being who they are. As other members
have done, I acknowledge the work done by the
previous government, the previous Parliament and
certainly the previous member for Prahran, Clem
Newton-Brown, to expunge these laws. I certainly
welcomed that, and a parliamentary apology should
follow. I will be speaking more on that when that
apology comes.
As the Victorian Greens spokesperson for LGBTI
equality, I acknowledge, as I am sure the Minister for
Equality or any member who takes up the cause of
LGBTI equality would acknowledge, that when you
enter into this space, you walk in the shoes of giants —
of all those people in the LGBTI community who have
fought so hard for so long for equality. In our
privileged, special position as legislators and
parliamentarians, it is up to us to use our role, whether
it be through legislation or through this apology, to
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further the cause of equality. We will certainly be
supporting this motion.

In terms of the contribution that can be made to this
particular — —

Motion agreed to.

Mr Wakeling — On a point of order, Speaker, this
is a very important question. This regards Lakes
Entrance, and the minister is yet to even utter the words
‘Lakes Entrance’. He needs to provide an answer to the
Lakes Entrance community on this very important
issue.

Business interrupted under sessional orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
The SPEAKER — Order! I call on the member for
Gippsland East — —
Mr Edbrooke interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Frankston is warned. The member for Gippsland East,
on a substantive question.

Police resources
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) — My question is to
the Acting Minister for Police. At 2.30 p.m. on Sunday
of the Anzac Day long weekend in Lakes Entrance
three 14-year-old girls were confronted and chased by a
gang of intoxicated men, estimated as being in their late
20s. While hiding from them, the terrified girls rang
their mothers, who in turn rang the Lakes Entrance
police station, but there was no answer because it was
closed. The girls ran to an elderly man’s house. He too
called the Lakes Entrance police station, but again there
was no answer.
This is the third time police resourcing in Lakes
Entrance has been raised, so rather than quoting the act,
buck-passing or giving more of his lame excuses, what
does the minister have to say to these three girls and
their families, who could not get police help at 2.30 on
a Sunday afternoon of a long weekend in one of
Victoria’s busiest tourist towns?
Mr SCOTT (Acting Minister for Police) — I thank
the member for his question, and obviously there is a
very distressing situation for the member’s constituents,
and I certainly emphasise with their situation.
In terms of what I am doing as minister and what this
government is doing, there has been an announcement
of a $596 million package to increase police resources.
Obviously that includes 406 new sworn police,
52 specialist and support personnel, and that includes
building upon the work that was done in the last budget,
which includes 400 police custody officers, to free up
police for the front line. Those deployments are
obviously made by the Chief Commissioner of Police,
as members opposite well know.

The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair does not
uphold the point of order.
Mr SCOTT — In terms of allocations of police
resources, which is the important role the government
plays in supporting the chief commissioner and the
police, it is important to compare the record of the
current government with the former government. In
four years the former government in its budget
allocated $725 million — —
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, a
circumstance was raised by the member for Gippsland
East that was directly in relation to an experience that
three 14-year-old girls had, so in relation to relevance:
the question was clear as to what the minister can say to
these three 14-year-old girls and their families about
their experience in Lakes Entrance. The minister needs
to be brought back to answering that serious question
and the example that has been put to him in this
chamber.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair does not
uphold the point of order. The minister is being
responsive. The Chair is unable to direct the minister to
respond in any particular direction; members of the
opposition know that. The minister, to continue in
silence.
Mr SCOTT — In terms of the resources that this
government has put into the police portfolio, there has
been in two years over $922 million of resources put in.
From the four years of the former government there
was only $725 million, and in terms of the
allocations — —
Mr T. Bull — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance: if the current government can promise extra
police to Barwon pre-election, it can make some
commentary around Lakes Entrance now.
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr SCOTT — In terms of the allocation of
resources — and the determination of those resources is
made by the police commissioner, as members opposite
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well know — the government in two years has
allocated more resources than those opposite did in
four.
Supplementary question
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) — Given the
minister has just provided another lame-duck excuse,
can he now stand up and give a guarantee to the
families of these three girls, to the people in the town of
Lakes Entrance and the many thousands of people who
holiday their annually, that he will ensure — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Malvern is warned; the Chair will not warn the member
for Malvern again. The member for Gippsland East is
entitled to silence from all members, including the
member for Malvern. The Chair is unable to hear him.
Honourable members interjecting.
Questions and statements interrupted.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Warrandyte
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair determines
and adjudicates on the basis of what the Chair hears and
what disrupts the Chair. The member for Warrandyte
will withdraw from the house for the period of 1 hour.
The Chair’s rulings are not laughing matters.
Honourable member for Warrandyte withdrew
from chamber.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Police resources
Supplementary question
Questions and statements resumed.
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) — Given the acting
minister’s recent answer, can he now at least give a
guarantee to the families of these three girls, to the
people who live in Lakes Entrance and to the many
thousands of people who holiday there annually that the
police station will not be closed during future peak
holiday periods so that people who are there can get
help when they need it?
Mr SCOTT (Acting Minister for Police) — I thank
the member for Gippsland East for his question. What I
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can guarantee is that we have allocated resources to
provide for 406 police officers and 400 police custody
officers. I trust the police commissioner to make
allocations in relation to protecting the community. I
will commit to pass on the concerns to the
commissioner that have been raised by the member and
ensure that he is apprised of the concerns the member
has raised.

Ministers statements: education funding
Mr MERLINO (Acting Premier) — I rise to inform
the house of a new initiative arising from yesterday’s
federal budget. In response to the federal budget I
requested that my department undertake an analysis of
the impact on Victorian schools. This new analysis by
the Department of Education and Training outlines the
ramifications of the decision by the Turnbull
government not to fund the Gonski agreement. This
analysis, undertaken — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Wakeling — On a point of order, Speaker, I
raise the issue of relevance. Sessional order 7 indicates
that the minister can only advise the house of new
initiatives, projects or achievements. Talking about the
federal government’s budget has nothing to do with any
of these, and I would ask you to call on the minister to
come back to complying with the sessional orders.
Mr MERLINO — On the point of order, Speaker,
as all members of this house would know, the federal
budget has a significant impact on the operation of
Victorian schools. The new initiative that I requested
was that an analysis be undertaken by my department,
the Department of Education and Training, on the
ramifications of the federal budget on Victorian
schools. That is entirely appropriate and entirely in
order with the sessional orders, and it is important to
discuss these matters within the Victorian Parliament.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I will call the manager of
opposition business, who will be heard in silence. I
have warned members on both sides and I have
indicated that I will not warn them again.
Mr Clark — Speaker, this point of order raises an
important issue about the interpretation of sessional
order 7. It raises the broad question of whether or not
asking a department to undertake an analysis is an
initiative for the purposes of this sessional order. You
will recall that this sessional order arose from a position
brought to the house by the government saying that it
wanted to end Dorothy Dix questions, it wanted to end
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point-scoring and it wanted ministers statements to be
informing the community about things that the state
government was doing on behalf of the community.
If this sessional order is interpreted so that simply
asking the department to prepare a report and give some
advice to the minister can constitute an initiative, it
makes a mockery of the sessional order and shows how
little the government actually considers constitutes an
initiative.
Ms Allan — Speaker, further on the point of order
that has been raised, which I am urging you to rule out
of order, the Acting Premier is being entirely consistent
with the spirit of sessional order 7. I remind those
opposite that they actually opposed the introduction of
these sessional orders. The manager of opposition
business went to the fact that these ministers statements
had the intent behind them of informing the
community. That is exactly what we are seeking to do
here — inform the community about the impact of the
federal government’s budget, in this case on Victorian
schools. We can only do that if the Acting Premier asks
his department to take action to do the analysis required
to provide that information to the Victorian community.
What is making a mockery of this question time,
Speaker, is the fact that members opposite do not want
to hear the answer. They do not want to hear the
outcome. They would rather gag debate on the matter.
Mr Pesutto — Further on the point of order raised
by the manager of opposition business, Speaker, if the
Acting Premier has the analysis, then sure, he can come
back and alert the house to that. But simply asking the
department for the analysis cannot be an initiative, and
it makes a complete mockery of the promise the
government made to end Dorothy Dixers.
Mr Pakula — Further on the point of order, I think
the member for Hawthorn has just undermined the
point made by the member for Box Hill. If the delivery
to the house of analysis is an initiative, then the
commissioning of that advice must surely be an
initiative as well.
Mr Watt — On the point of order, Speaker, Rulings
from the Chair of December 2015 actually leads
somewhat to this point. On page 170, under ministers
statements, government business, it states:
Ministers’ statements must focus on government business.
They may briefly mention … previous governments, but must
not concentrate on this area.

I would argue that previous governments should be
seen in the same light as the federal government,
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inasmuch as you can talk briefly about the federal
government but should not concentrate on this area.
The minister is clearly concentrating on the federal
government and not the state government, so I would
ask that you rule his statement out of order.
The SPEAKER — Order! I quote from sessional
orders as adopted by this house on 12 February and
amended on 6 August 2015. Sessional order 7 states::
… minister may seek the call to make a statement of up to
2 minutes to advise the house of new government initiatives,
projects and achievements.

The Chair views it in the following way.
Seeking a review or analysis from a government
department in relation to the federal budget and how it
might impact on state affairs is a new initiative.
However, this is not an opportunity to prolong that
contribution and speak about the federal budget.
Ministers should refer to what the government may do
in relation to or in response to the federal budget. Doing
so in passing remarks will be accepted, but not beyond
that.
Mr MERLINO — This analysis undertaken by the
Victorian Department of Education and Training shows
that Victorian schools will be approximately
$950 million worse off in 2018 and 2019 and every
single year beyond that. This new analysis by my
department has broken down the impact to a local
school level. The member for Malvern says that ‘this is
actually a really positive outcome’. So I ask you,
Speaker: is Northern Bay P–12 College missing out on
$4.1 million a really positive outcome?
Ms Ryall — On a point of order, Speaker, I refer to
your previous ruling, and you mentioned that in passing
reference could be made but that the substantive part of
the response needs to be in relation to what the
government is doing. We have 28 seconds left, and I
have not heard anything in relation to what the
government is doing. I ask you to draw the minister
back to actually responding to what his government is
going to do.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair asks the
Acting Premier to come back to making a statement
and to refer to what the government initiative is in
response to the federal budget and in light of
government review or analysis of it.
Mr MERLINO — In stark contrast to the federal
Liberal government, the Andrews Labor government
has delivered in both its budgets its full obligation
under Gonski and the biggest capital program that this
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state has ever seen. Malvern Primary School is missing
out on $500 000. How about Windscreens gives
Malvern Primary School a call and tells them that that
is a really positive outcome.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister’s time has
expired.
Mr Wakeling — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister just said he was quoting the member for
Malvern in his contribution. I ask him to table the
document.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Was the minister
quoting?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair has asked a
question of the Acting Premier. Was the Acting
Premier quoting from a document?
Mr Merlino — I have produced the document.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Acting Premier has
already provided a document.

Prison capacity
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is for the Acting Minister for Police. This
week a man accused of stealing and setting fire to two
vintage cars worth over $1.5 million was released back
into the community on bail because, in the words of
magistrate John Hardy, today Victoria’s jails are just
too full Is it not a fact that with crime rising — —
Mr Nardella interjected.
Mr GUY — I wouldn’t victim blame any more
14-year-old girls, Don.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair can hear
loudly and clearly the member for Melton. The member
for Melton is a senior member of the house. I request
that he stop disrupting while the Leader of the
Opposition is on his feet asking a question. The Leader
of the Opposition will start again.
Mr GUY — Is it not a fact that with crime rising
and gang violence increasing magistrates are now being
forced to release people back into the community
because there are simply not enough places to put them
in jail?
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Mr SCOTT (Acting Minister for Police) — I thank
the Leader of the Opposition for his question. The
answer to his question is: not true, and the prison
system is not full. On advice I have, as of Friday the
prison system had vacancies of 543 beds.
Supplementary question
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — The new
juvenile bail laws are a farce The minister is closing
police stations, not hiring anywhere near enough police
on the front line, and now offenders are being released
back into the community because the minister has not
produced enough new prison beds. With magistrates
now saying the state’s jails are 120 per cent full, what is
the minister actually doing to stop violent offenders
being released back into the community on bail because
there is not enough space to keep them behind bars?
The SPEAKER — Order! The Acting Minister for
Police to respond to the Leader of the Opposition. The
Acting Minister for Police is equally entitled to silence,
and the Chair will ensure that is the case.
Mr SCOTT (Acting Minister for Police) — The
premise of the question is not correct. As I outlined in
my earlier answer, the prison system is not full. As of
last Friday the prison system — —
Mr Guy interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the Leader of the
Opposition. The minister is entitled to silence. The
Chair requested, if not demanded, silence for the
Leader of the Opposition. He does the same for the
Acting Minister for Police. The Acting Minister for
Police, to continue in silence.
Mr SCOTT — As I outlined earlier, the prison
system as of last Friday had vacancies of 543 beds.

Ministers statements: family violence
Ms RICHARDSON (Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence) — I rise to update the house on the
government’s initiative to deliver a 10-year plan to end
the harm of family violence. The development of this
plan will be one of the key tasks to be undertaken by
the new Family Violence Steering Committee and the
Victim Survivors Advisory Council, led by Rosie
Batty. In keeping with recommendation 187 of the
royal commission, we will release this plan later this
year. But we know that plans and good intentions are
not enough to end the harm of family violence. That is
why we have announced $572 million as an initial
investment and to begin the implementation of 65 of the
227 recommendations.
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Ending the harm of family violence here in Victoria
enjoys bipartisan support, but family violence does not
end at the border. It has rightly been described as a
national crisis and a national disgrace. Changing
attitudes and the status of women is going to take time,
and it is going to require a dedicated effort from all
governments — local, state and federal — and from all
leaders of all political persuasions. That is why many in
the sector are disappointed at the minimal investment
for family violence provided in last night’s federal
budget towards the National Plan to Reduce Violence
against Women and their Children.
There was much anticipation that the $100 million
investment announced by the new Prime Minister in
September last year would mark a turning point in
federal government investment. However, only
$110 million was added to the commonwealth’s effort.
An average investment of $36 million over three years
for the whole of Australia falls well short and in fact
barely covers the cost of the current family violence
national advertising campaign, so it is hard to see how
many of the national plan’s initiatives will actually be
delivered by this investment.
Actions always speak louder than words. That is why
we are not waiting for our 10-year plan; we are making
significant investments now. Moreover, our 10-year
plan will be delivered alongside further significant
investments in family violence, because we know we
need to walk the talk on family violence.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — My question is to the
Minister for Emergency Services. Section 6F of the
Country Fire Authority Amendment (Volunteer
Charter) Act 2011 states:
The Parliament recognises that the authority is first and
foremost a volunteer-based organisation, in which volunteer
officers and members are supported by employees in a fully
integrated manner.

Why is the minister still refusing to rule out the United
Firefighters Union’s (UFU) enterprise bargaining
agreement (EBA) demands, which directly contravene
this act, such as giving the UFU power of veto over
Country Fire Authority (CFA) management
decisions — —
Mr Edbrooke interjected.
Questions and statements interrupted.
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SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Frankston
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Frankston will withdraw from the house for a period of
1 hour.
Honourable member for Frankston withdrew from
chamber.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Questions and statements resumed.
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — Why is the minister
still refusing to rule out UFU demands such as giving
the UFU power of veto over CFA management
decisions, removing the authority of volunteers to direct
paid staff during operations and mandating seven career
firefighters to be at every event before any volunteer
can respond?
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — Certainly this Andrews Labor government
does respect the objects of the act. It respects the
incredible work that our firefighters do right across this
state. Unlike those opposite, we did not cut tens of
millions of dollars from our fire services. We did not
say there was no link between firefighting and cancer.
And because we have respect for the objects of the act
and because we have respect for our paid and volunteer
firefighters, any agreement that is reached will make
sure that that respect is right through it and that both
career and volunteer firefighters are looked after.
Honourable members interjecting.
Supplementary question
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — The minister voted to
support the 2011 amendment to enshrine the volunteer
charter into the CFA act. Will the minister now
guarantee to Victoria’s 60 000 CFA volunteers that she
would prefer to resign than sign up to a UFU EBA
demand that directly contravenes the volunteer charter?
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — I, like every one of my colleagues, am
very proud of the volunteer charter. We are very proud
of the work our volunteers do. The Premier, the Acting
Premier, all of the cabinet and the members are very
proud of the work that our volunteers do, and we will
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make sure that there will be no agreement that does not
respect their work.
Mr Battin interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Gembrook is warned. The member for Gembrook had
an opportunity to ask a question of the minister. The
minister responded. She is entitled to silence.

Ministers statements: youth employment
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Industrial
Relations) — I rise to inform the house of two
initiatives being taken by the Andrews government in
response to the Turnbull government’s latest budget
and its effect on young Victorian workers. These
initiatives include writing to the federal Minister for
Employment expressing this government’s concern in
relation to a new pathway program that was announced
in the budget. This new scheme will pay young workers
$4 an hour. I have also asked my industrial relations
department to investigate the impacts of this policy on
Victorian workers, particularly those earning minimum
wages and those young Victorian workers currently
employed on junior rates.
In the federal budget last night the Liberals announced
a new scheme where young workers who apply for a
welfare payment can work 15 to 20 hours per week and
receive $4 an hour. This scheme exploits young
workers and undercuts the minimum wage in Victoria.
This program is aimed at unemployed people under 25
who apply for any kind of welfare payment.
Ms Ryall — On a point of order, Speaker, I draw
your attention to your ruling on a previous statement
that was made — that is, in passing, reference can be
made to the federal budget, but the substance of the
statement has to be the initiatives that are being
undertaken and what the government is doing. That is
not what is happening at the moment and I ask you to
draw the minister back to making sure that the
substance of her statement is about what the state
government is doing.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, it is
entirely appropriate for the Minister for Industrial
Relations to provide to the house an analysis of the
impact of the federal budget on young people in
Victoria. It is interesting that the Liberals opposite
would rather stand up for their federal Liberal mates
than young people in Victoria. As the Minister for the
Prevention of Family Violence has already outlined to
the house, and indeed the Acting Premier, you have
provided the capacity for this information to be
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provided to the house in previous statements, and I ask
you to rule in that consistent way.
Mr Clark — On the point of order, Speaker, I
support the point made by the member for Ringwood.
The minister has had ample opportunity to outline the
situation, as she perceives it, to the house. She must
now proceed to inform the house and the community of
what her government intends to do about the situation
that she has been outlining.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Ferntree
Gully!
Mr Pakula — On the point of order, Speaker — —
The SPEAKER — Order! I have not called the
Attorney-General yet. The member for Hawthorn
should allow the Attorney-General to take a point of
order in silence. I now call on the Attorney-General.
Mr Pakula — On the point of order, Speaker, I
draw your attention to two things: firstly, that the
minister at the outset of her statement indicated two
actions that she was undertaking — one,
correspondence, and two, an analysis. But, secondly, I
indicate that the minister’s statement is taking an almost
identical form to the previous statement by the Minister
for the Prevention of Family Violence, to which no
objection was raised by those opposite whatsoever.
Mr Watt — On the point of order, Speaker, you
have already made a ruling on this in relation to the
Acting Premier. This is exactly the same as it was for
the Acting Premier, except for the fact that I would say
the current minister presented at the start. Yes, I agree
with the Attorney-General. But that does not mean that
just because she makes a passing reference to
something she has done at the start, she gets to spend
the next 2 minutes talking about the federal
government. You have already ruled. All I am asking
you to do is to uphold your ruling on the earlier
statement.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair has now
formed a view. In passing, the Chair indicates that the
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence was
generally in order. Comments made in relation to the
federal budget in passing are accepted. The Minister for
Industrial Relations has made her point in relation to the
federal budget. The Chair now calls on the minister to
come back to making her statement.
Ms HUTCHINS — Australian Fair Work laws that
apply here in Victoria state clearly that unless you are
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receiving course credits, it is illegal for an internship to
be paid below the minimum wage. That is what these
policies are; they are labelled as an internship, but in
fact they are nothing more than an opportunity for
young workers — —
Ms Ryall — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister is defying your ruling completely. I ask you
once again to bring her back to stating what the
government is doing. She has made her passing
reference, as you have stated. You have called her back,
and I ask you once again to stop the minister defying
the rulings of the house. It is very inappropriate — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Acting Premier! The
member for Ringwood, to continue.
Ms Ryall — That was very inappropriate of the
Acting Premier. I do ask you to uphold your ruling and
bring the minister back.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister should
focus on the state government’s initiatives in response
to the federal budget. In the view of the Chair, the
minister has made sufficient passing comments in
relation to the federal budget. I uphold the point of
order as put by the member for Ringwood, and I ask the
minister to come back to making her statement.
Ms HUTCHINS — Earlier this year this
government made a submission to the annual wage
review calling for fair pay increases to ensure we do not
create an underclass of working poor here in Victoria.
The Andrews government called on the Fair Work
Commission to take into account the increase in the pay
gap between minimum and medium wages that is
currently rising. As a result we are seeing more and
more people working beyond the poverty line.
Mr Pesutto — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister appeared to be reading from documents. I ask
that she make those documents available.
The SPEAKER — Order! Was the minister reading
from a document?
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program (SHASP), which works to prevent evictions in
public housing by providing early intervention tenancy
support. This program was subject to a funding cut
under the previous government, and data obtained by
the Greens shows there was a significant increase in
evictions following these cuts. I ask the minister why
the government has chosen not to restore funding to this
effective service supporting public housing tenants to
avoid eviction.
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — I thank the honourable member for his
question, because as he rightly points out, what we saw
under the previous government were record cuts to
social and public housing in this state. There is no better
source than the recent Royal Commission into Family
Violence when it identified that social and public
housing had over $300 million ripped out of it by those
opposite, and that man there is
responsible — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Guy — On a point of order, Speaker, on a point
of relevance, I think it was a pretty straightforward
question to answer. I thought I would raise a point of
order simply because the member for Albert Park was
shaking so much I thought he was going to trip over. I
thought I would just give him the chance to recover
given that he is shaking so badly; I am not sure he can
stand clearly.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair reminds the
Leader of the Opposition about taking frivolous points
of order. The Chair does not uphold the point of order.
The minister, to continue.
Mr FOLEY — The Leader of the Opposition
reveals himself to be a little man in every respect.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will resume
his seat.
Mr Burgess interjected.

Ms HUTCHINS — I was referring to my notes.
Questions and statements interrupted.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order.

Social housing advocacy and support program
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — My question is to the
Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing and is with
regard to the social housing advocacy and support
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SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Hastings
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Hastings will withdraw from the house for a period of
1 hour.
Honourable member for Hastings withdrew from
chamber.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Social housing advocacy and support program
Questions and statements resumed.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair warns the
Leader of the Opposition again. The Chair would rather
not order the Leader of the Opposition to withdraw
from the house. I now request the Leader of the
Opposition to desist and to respect the rules of the
house. The rules of the house also apply to the Leader
of the House. The minister, to continue in silence.
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — As I was indicating in response to the
member for Prahran’s question, as he correctly
identified in his question, what we saw under the
previous government was a record cut in public and
social housing to the point where, for the first time in
Victoria’s history, we saw a net reduction — —
Mr Gidley — On a point of order, Speaker, I refer
you to Rulings from the Chair 1920–2015, page 165,
which states that attacks on the opposition are
inappropriate in question time. If this besieged minister
does not have any solutions to Victoria’s housing
problems, he should sit down and stop wasting the
Parliament’s time by attacking the opposition and
breaching the forms of this house.
Mr FOLEY — On the point of order, Speaker, my
answer was precisely in keeping with standing orders,
because the honourable member for Prahran in his
question specifically identified cuts delivered to
SHASP by the former government. Cuts overseen by
former minister Wendy Lovell in the other place for the
first time saw a net reduction in social housing units in
this state. That is Wendy Lovell’s legacy to the people
of Victoria and the public tenants of Victoria. My
answer is perfectly in keeping with the question and the
standing orders.
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Mr Hibbins — On the point of order, Speaker,
while I did refer to previous government cuts in my
question, the substantive part of the question was why
the government was not funding the service. I think the
minister has given 2 minutes of background, and it
would be reasonable for him to be asked to go back to
the substance of the question, which is about why the
government is not funding this program.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister was entitled
to refer to previous government administration
methods, but the Chair now upholds the point of order
as put by the member for Prahran and requests that the
minister come back to answering the question as put by
the member.
Mr FOLEY — As I was saying before I was so
rudely interrupted, this government, having inherited
such a mess in public and social housing, now has a
record investment on the back of the family violence
royal commission. A half billion dollar commitment to
deliver in this space a housing blitz fully funded for the
next two years has been set out in this budget as an
initial down payment by this government. That will
provide a net increase not only in social housing units
but also a thorough, wide program to make sure that we
have head lease arrangements in place and that we have
support for social housing groups so that those most
vulnerable of Victorians, who those opposite
abandoned, are cared for in their most vulnerable times,
particularly those families and children fleeing family
violence.
Supplementary question
Mr HIBBINS (Prahran) — My supplementary
question is: if the government will not restore funding
to this critical service that prevents homelessness, how
will the government support people with at-risk
tenancies in public housing, in community housing and
also in the private rental market?
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — I thank the member for Prahran for his
supplementary question because it gives me the
opportunity to further explain to the house the fully
funded, immediate down payment, two-year response
that this government has delivered in the context of the
invitation from the Royal Commission into Family
Violence to deal with the most pressing issues around
social and community housing.
We have, in our initial response to that family violence
royal commission, indicated a raft of capital and
program changes that will, through the social housing
unit — —
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Mr Hibbins — On a point of order, Speaker, I
appreciate the minister is giving a broad answer about
housing programs, but the question was specifically
about high-risk tenancies and keeping people in those
tenancies, so I ask that the minister be brought back to
the actual specifics of the question.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair does not
uphold the point of order. The minister was being
responsive. Whilst the minister may not have delivered
what the member for Prahran wanted, the Chair is
unable to direct him to respond in a very specific way.
The minister, to continue.
Mr FOLEY — As I was indicating before I was so
rudely interrupted, what those opposite and the member
for Prahran fail to appreciate is that the range of — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Questions and statements interrupted.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBERS
Members for Malvern and Ferntree Gully
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Malvern and the member for Ferntree Gully will
withdraw from the house for a period of 1 hour.
Honourable members for Malvern and Ferntree
Gully withdrew from chamber.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE and
MINISTERS STATEMENTS
Social housing advocacy and support program
Supplementary question
Questions and statements resumed.
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — Unlike those opposite, who after 521 days
of opposition have yet to actually ask a question in this
important area, I thank the member for Prahran for his
interest in this area. This government is committed to
protecting all public housing tenants.

Ministers statements: hospital performance
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — I rise to
advise the house about another very important
achievement of the Andrews Labor government. We
know that on the back of last week’s record investment
in health in our state budget — and I could remind the
house of a $2.45 billion boost, including the largest
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ever one-off investment in elective surgery — our
hospital system has enjoyed some very positive and
promising improvement in the performance data that
was released last Friday.
More patients were treated in our emergency
departments in the last quarter than ever before — that
is, some 422 000 patients. Our analysis has
demonstrated that we have been able to deal with that
demand whilst actually understanding that many of
those patients were at very, very high acuity with very,
very complex conditions.
Remarkably when it comes to the number of patients
that have been waiting in emergency departments for
over 24 hours — and I remind the house that under the
previous government that was a number that blew out
to 1100 patients that were waiting for longer than
24 hours in emergency departments — that number has
now reduced to just 30 in the last quarter, and that is the
best result ever on record. I make the point that it is still
too many, but this is an incredibly promising
improvement.
We have reduced the waiting list for elective surgery in
the last quarter by over 1000 people. We have treated
more than 42 000 people — much better than we ever
saw under the previous government. Whilst our
government is making these significant improvements
in our health system, with a lot more work to do, I
make the point that we saw in last night’s federal
budget billions cut from health, a GP co-payment back
by stealth, nothing for prevention and no investment in
health capital at all — a very big difference between the
approach of the Liberal Party and the Labor Party. We
will keep investing.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister’s time has
now expired.

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — My question is to the
Minister for Industrial Relations. As the minister
responsible for public sector enterprise bargaining
agreement (EBA) negotiations, did the minister attend
the Premier’s meeting with the United Firefighters
Union’s Peter Marshall, or was she sidelined like the
Minister for Emergency Services?
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Industrial
Relations) — I thank the member opposite for the
question, but unlike the member opposite when he was
Minister for Industrial Relations, this government is
proud that it bargains in good faith, that it has an open
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door and that it can actually walk and chew gum at the
same time by being able to deliver a responsible budget
and get great industrial outcomes in this state. I do need
to note — —

those back up to the plate. In amongst all of those
agreements — —

Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, it was a
very specific question about whether or not the minister
attended a particular meeting. The minister is not
allowed to respond to that question simply by giving a
general dissertation on industrial relations policy. I ask
you to bring her back to answering the question.

Questions and statements interrupted.

The SPEAKER — Order! The question referred to
EBA public sector matters. The minister is being
responsive so far. I ask the minister to continue. The
Chair does not uphold the point of order.
Ms HUTCHINS — In terms of setting the scene of
industrial relations in Victoria, something that those
opposite do not know much about, in coming back into
government the Andrews government has committed to
re-establishing Industrial Relations Victoria and a
central bargaining unit, which have done an excellent
job to date in talking with all parties across our public
sector, bringing the parties together and negotiating.
That is their role.
As their minister, I constantly meet them and get
updates from them on how various disputes are going. I
am very proud of the fact that only two weeks ago the
Victorian public service (VPS) negotiations came to a
head, and in fact 95 per cent of public servants in this
state voted in favour of that VPS agreement. We
inherited — —
Mr D. O’Brien — On a point of order, Speaker, on
the issue of relevance, the VPS negotiations have
nothing to do with the question asked. I ask you to
bring the minister back.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister to
continue.
Ms HUTCHINS — Let me just put on the record,
because this is only the second question that I have
been asked in the portfolio of industrial relations by
those opposite — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for
Industrial Relations is entitled to silence. The minister
will continue in silence.
Ms HUTCHINS — Almost one-third of all EBAs
in this state had expired when we came to government,
and we have spent the last 16 to 18 months bringing

Honourable members interjecting.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Hawthorn
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Hawthorn was warned earlier. The member will now
leave the house for the period of half an hour.
Honourable member for Hawthorn withdrew from
chamber
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Questions and statements resumed.
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Industrial
Relations) — Unlike those opposite, we are up to the
task of negotiating with our public sector, with our
employees and with our services. Of course the Premier
is entitled to meet with whomever he wants. Of course
the Minister for Emergency Services is entitled to meet
with whomever she wants, and we encourage that. Our
door is open. We have the capacity to bargain in good
faith, unlike those opposite.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, I draw
your attention to sessional order 11(2), under which you
can determine that an answer is not responsive to a
question. I submit that the minister was not responsive
to a very simple question about whether or not she
attended a meeting. I ask you to direct her to provide a
written response.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, the
minister was giving quite a comprehensive answer, I
would have thought, in relation to the heavy workload
she has been tasked with in the industrial relations
portfolio. I would suggest that the member ask his
supplementary question so the minister can continue to
provide further information before he jumps to this
point of order.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair does not
uphold the point of order. The minister was responsive.
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Supplementary question
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — Given that the minister is
unable to inform the house whether or not she attended
a meeting, I refer the minister to the fact that her
department was given an extra $2 million in this year’s
budget to, and I quote:
… deliver a more efficient enterprise bargaining framework.

I ask: given that extra funding, does the minister’s
presumed absence from this meeting contribute to a
more efficient outcome, or is the fact that the minister is
not even turning up to a major enterprise bargaining
agreement negotiation simply evidence this extra
$2 million was a waste of public money?
Ms HUTCHINS (Minister for Industrial
Relations) — I am happy to talk on the $2 million
commitment we have made in the recent budget to the
central bargaining unit. The bargaining unit has been a
fantastic asset to this government, unlike when those
opposite were in government. What did they do? They
stood as a roadblock to productivity in this state. They
shut down any genuine industrial relations negotiations
that happened and dragged them out. We were left with
a mess of industrial relations in this state, and we are
getting on with cleaning up that mess and in fact putting
investment into the productivity of this state. That is
something we are proud of.

Ministers statements: infrastructure projects
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) — I rise to inform the
house about the achievements of the Andrews Labor
government in delivering the infrastructure that Victoria
needs. It may have escaped the attention of those
opposite that last week I brought down a budget — a
trifling matter involving $60 billion of state revenue.
That showed this government’s resolve to go it alone
and to get it done. We decided to fully fund Melbourne
Metro and the western distributor. That is $2.9 billion
over the forward estimates for Melbourne Metro and
$1.46 billion for the western distributor. That is the kind
of investment that many suspect those opposite are
incapable of.
I confess that last night I felt vindicated because it is
clear that the Turnbull government has not had a
change of heart. Last night what we saw was just
business as usual from the coalition.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, I draw
your attention again to sessional order 7 and your
previous rulings. The Treasurer is now proceeding to
debate the budget of another parliament, another
government, and I ask you to bring him back to
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informing this house about his government’s initiatives,
projects and/or achievements.
Mr PALLAS — On the point of order, Speaker, this
is about our achievements and the infrastructure that we
are getting on and delivering. I thought perhaps the
opposition might want to talk about a budget — not the
Victorian budget; maybe, for example, the federal
budget — but this is all about the expenditure and the
achievements of this government, with or without the
federal government.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Treasurer can make
in passing comments in relation to the federal budget. I
ask the Treasurer to continue making his ministers
statement and primarily refer to state affairs.
Mr PALLAS — The federal budget does of course
have a direct impact upon Victoria’s share of national
infrastructure. It comes in at 9.7 per cent as a
consequence of this. In the face of that, in our budget
the government has put in place its 10-year capital plan.
That is to make the investment that this state needs to
get on and do it, regardless of what a commonwealth
government proposes.
The commonwealth’s recent change of heart and
proposal to change the national partnership agreement
that this state is a signatory to will effectively require
allocations of asset recycling funds into Melbourne
Metro. Victorians will not be fooled, because this is
money that is Victorians’ right. It is not money that the
commonwealth has any right to dictate on as to where it
goes. This government will continue to fight for a fair
share for Victorians. We will continue to do it despite
the apologia that we hear from those opposite.
Mrs Fyffe — My point of order, Speaker, is in
regard to ministers statements. I wonder if you could
possibly provide some guidance to the house on what
you consider is a reasonable amount of the 2 minutes
that are given to each minister that can be used for
referring to, commenting on or complaining about other
jurisdictions such as the federal budget. Today we have
had statements lasting almost 2 minutes, 1 minute and
25 seconds and 25 seconds. I would like some guidance
for the smooth running of this session.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Chair will take that
point of order on notice and continue to have
discussions in relation to these matters in the Standing
Orders Committee. The Chair will continue to have
discussions in the Standing Orders Committee in
relation to the interpretation of standing orders,
including the standing order that the member refers to.
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Ovens Valley electorate
Mr McCURDY (Ovens Valley) — (Question 7533)
My constituency question is to the Minister for Roads
and Road Safety. How is VicRoads permitted to
demand a medical examination for a person to retain a
drivers licence without giving a reason to the
licence-holder? I refer to VicRoads and its blatantly
belligerent behaviour toward Mr John Paola of Bright
in the Ovens Valley. VicRoads demanded that
Mr Paola take a medical examination to maintain his
drivers licence.
Mr Paola was not given a reason why he needed to
produce a medical report and has never refused to do
this, but he clearly stated that VicRoads would need to
pay for the medical examination if it could not inform
him as to why it was required. VicRoads refused to pay
for the medical examination, so the medical
examination was not undertaken.
On 23 November 2015 VicRoads issued a suspension
of Mr Paola’s drivers licence. On 23 March 2016 he
received a letter from VicRoads apologising for
incorrectly requesting the medical examination and
apologising for any inconvenience caused. Mr Paola
requested compensation for legal costs and incidental
expenses that totalled $1134.50 and was offered a mere
$50.

Sunbury electorate
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) — (Question 7534) My
question is for the Minister for Mental Health. Last
week’s state budget provided $356 million for better
access to mental health services, importantly investing
in the prevention of suicide. This announcement has
been extremely well received in Sunbury, Gladstone
Park, Tullamarine, Diggers Rest and Bulla.
Specifically, $27.5 million was allocated for new
suicide prevention initiatives. Today I ask the minister
when these initiatives will begin.

Nepean electorate
Mr DIXON (Nepean) — (Question 7535) My
constituency question is to the Minister for Roads and
Road Safety, and I ask: what is VicRoads’ costing of
the proposed Mornington Peninsula Freeway overpass
at Jetty Road, Rosebud? I understand by way of
background that VicRoads has conducted a cost-benefit
analysis of the overpass, which is a recommended
option of its own recent investigation into traffic
congestion on the southern peninsula. Obviously to
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have done that analysis VicRoads must have an
estimated cost for the project, so I am asking: what is
that cost?

Macedon electorate
Ms THOMAS (Macedon) — (Question 7536) My
question is for the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events. I congratulate the minister on the recent
announcement of the Wander Victoria campaign, a
fantastic and whimsical campaign encouraging people
from Melbourne to come and spend time in many
beautiful parts of regional Victoria. In particular I
encourage people to come to visit Daylesford and the
Macedon Ranges. It was my pleasure to brief
accommodation providers in my electorate about the
campaign, but what I would really like to know at this
stage is: how will the Wander Victoria campaign
particularly assist tourism operators in my electorate?

South Barwon electorate
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — (Question 7537)
My constituency question is to the Minister for
Emergency Services, and it relates to Jan Juc Surf Life
Saving Club. Life Saving Victoria in 2014 provided a
list of its priorities for upgrades to surf lifesaving clubs
around the state. In order, they are: one, South
Melbourne; two, Jan Juc; three, Cape Paterson; four,
Wonthaggi; five, Brighton; six, Edithvale; seven,
Anglesea; and eight, Portsea.
In the Andrews government’s first two budgets the
minister has overlooked Jan Juc, despite an ageing
50-year-old building and OHS issues too numerous to
mention in the time I have. The club has over
900 members. Last season it conducted 19 rescues,
1324 preventative actions and over 50 first-aid actions
on one of Victoria’s most dangerous beaches. The
coalition committed $1 million for new clubrooms at
the last election.
I ask the minister: why, despite Jan Juc Surf Life
Saving Club ranking second on Life Saving Victoria’s
priority list of clubs in need of upgrades, did she again
overlook it for funding in the 2016–17 budget?

Essendon electorate
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — (Question 7538) I
direct my constituency question to the Minister for
Planning. I refer to the recently announced Living
Heritage grants initiative in last week’s state budget. As
members may be aware, the state district of Essendon
has a number of heritage buildings from the late 19th
and early 20th centuries, so I ask: can the minister
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advise what heritage grants are available for heritage
buildings in my electorate?

South-West Coast electorate
Ms BRITNELL (South-West Coast) —
(Question 7539) My question is for the Minister for
Emergency Services. In my electorate of South-West
Coast I have over 50 local Country Fire Authority
(CFA) brigades and hundreds of committed CFA
volunteers. The ongoing push by the United
Firefighters Union (UFU) leaders in their demands for
more power in their enterprise bargaining agreement
(EBA) negotiations with the government is creating
growing unrest among volunteer firefighters.
Long-serving firefighters have told me in recent days
they are over it and just want to resign.
The current situation, where militant union leaders want
to gain control for control’s sake — this being reflected
in the veto aspect of the proposed EBA — is nothing
short of belligerent and is insulting to volunteers and
their contribution. Only last week volunteers vented
their anger over the UFU sending late-night messages
via the emergency paging system. Surely pagers should
be for emergencies, not union propaganda. I ask: when
will the minister put an end to this issue and restore
common sense so these volunteers can get on with
doing what they do best in our regions and we do not
risk losing this important grassroots safety net?
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and all the teachers and staff do a magnificent job in
somewhat difficult circumstances. Storage King, a
business in my electorate, situated in an industrial estate
more than 1 kilometre’s walk away, has provided space
on its site so the students can have a place to learn. The
former Liberal-Nationals government understood that
this was not a desirable situation and committed to
capital funding for the school.
I note there have been two Labor state budgets since the
election, and Ashwood School has been ignored on
both occasions. I have met with the principal on a
number of occasions and also with the school council.
The specific question that I ask the minister is: when
will the Andrews Labor government provide the
much-needed funds to upgrade the facilities at
Ashwood School to accommodate the students so they
do not need to be taught offsite in a warehouse at an
industrial estate?

Eltham electorate
Ms WARD (Eltham) — (Question 7542) My
question is to the Minister for Public Transport. What
steps can be taken to improve Montmorency station and
finally give my commuters a roof over their platform?
We have just seen another record-breaking hot summer
and another El Niño of unprecedented proportions
forecast. Only this week we have seen wild weather
that left a third of Eltham without power for 18 hours
on Sunday.

Bentleigh electorate
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — (Question 7540) My
question is to the Minister for Education, and I ask:
how many students are funded under the program for
students with disabilities in the four secondary schools
within the Bentleigh electorate? This is an area of
significant interest to me. Southern Autistic School is in
my electorate. I have had numerous discussions with
the principal about transitions from the special school
system to the mainstream setting. Currently I have an
intern working with me on a report entitled What
Measures Contribute to the Effective Inclusion of
Autism Spectrum Disorder Students in Mainstream
Secondary Schools? and the information that I have
requested in this question is of vital importance to that
report.

Burwood electorate
Mr WATT (Burwood) — (Question 7541) My
question is to the Minister for Education. Ashwood
School is a specialist school with a fine reputation in
educating students with a mild disability and is situated
in my electorate of Burwood. Helen Hatherly, OAM,

Climate change is not just about increased
temperatures; it leads to more extreme weather events.
Winter is coming, and there is no doubt there will be
many torrential storms. I congratulate the minister for
investing $141 million in upgrading the Hurstbridge
line, which will duplicate parts of the track and help
work out how to duplicate Greensborough to Eltham. I
acknowledge that these improvements will take time.
In Monty, at the bottom of Were Street, lies a stretch of
bitumen that masquerades as a train station. On this
stretch of bitumen sits an aged, unused ticket office
with a little roof and two myki machines. Montmorency
residents deserve better; they deserve to be protected
from the sun and rain.
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Invitation to Legislative Council members
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Equality) — I move:
That:
(1) the Legislative Assembly invites members of the
Legislative Council to attend a sitting of the Assembly in
the Legislative Assembly chamber on Tuesday, 24 May
2016, at 2.00 p.m., for the consideration of the motion
for a parliamentary apology for laws criminalising
homosexuality and the harms caused;
(2) the lower public gallery on the opposition side of the
house be deemed part of the Legislative Assembly
chamber and the Assembly standing orders be applied
for the time that Council members are invited onto the
floor of the house; and
(3) a message be sent to the Legislative Council informing
them accordingly.
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LAND (REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS — REGIONAL VICTORIA
LAND) BILL 2016
Statement of compatibility
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water) tabled following statement in
accordance with Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the charter), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Land
(Revocation of Reservations — Regional Victoria Land) Bill
2016 (the bill).
In my opinion, the bill, as introduced to the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with the human rights protected by
the charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.
Overview of bill

Motion agreed to.

Sessional orders
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) — I move:
That the following new sessional order be adopted, to come
into operation with immediate effect:
‘18 Procedure for a division

The bill will provide for the revocation of permanent
reservations over four areas of Crown land in regional
Victoria. This will enable the sites to be re-reserved for other
purposes, support appropriate management arrangements,
facilitate future use and development, or enable the land to be
sold.
Human rights issues
Section 19 — Cultural rights

Standing order 164(1) is suspended and the following to
apply:

The bill provides for the revocation of permanent reservations
at Burke’s Flat, Campbelltown, Lake Charm and Walpeup.

When a division is requested, the Clerk will ring the
bells for 4 minutes as indicated by the timer.’

It is proposed that some of these lands may be sold at a future
date. As such it may be perceived to limit the opportunity of
Aboriginal persons to maintain a relationship with that land.
However, to ensure that these interests are not impacted,
consultation has taken place with relevant traditional owners
where a recognition and settlement agreement has been
entered into (Campbelltown). Furthermore, prior to any future
sale of land, any known prospective claimants under the
Native Title Act 1994 will be consulted to ensure no loss of
potential interest.

Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — The opposition does not
oppose this motion, but I do place on record that the
opposition is not completely convinced that it is
necessary. It obviously arises out of some of the
relocations of members from the accommodation that is
colloquially referred to as the chook house to some
temporary accommodation near the rear entrance to the
Parliament building. Whether or not that requires an
extension of time to come to the chamber may be
debated, but it is not a matter that the opposition will
oppose, given the government is moving this motion.
Motion agreed to.

Section 20 — Property rights
Clauses 4, 6, 9 and 11 of the bill provide that, on revocation
of the reservations, the land is deemed to be unalienated land
of the Crown, freed and discharged from all trusts,
limitations, reservations, restrictions, encumbrances, estates
and interests.
These provisions could be perceived to operate to deprive
persons of proprietary rights that are held in relation to the
land that is the subject of these clauses. However, the
provisions are not intended to abolish known rights, but,
rather, give land the requisite characteristics of unalienated
Crown land. There is a licence granted under the Land Act
1958 in relation to the land at Campbelltown to which
clauses 5 to 7 apply, but a licence is not a proprietary right
and, in any case, is preserved by clause 7 of the bill. As there
are no proprietary rights held by individuals in land subject to
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the bill, the bill does not limit the right protected under
section 20 of the charter.
Hon. Lisa Neville, MP
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water

Second reading
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
sessional orders:
The proposed bill will provide for the revocation of
permanent reservations over four areas of Crown land. This
will enable the sites to be used for other purposes or be sold.
In Victoria, permanent reservations over Crown land may
only be revoked under the provisions of an act of Parliament.
Acts for the revocation of permanent reservations are a
normal part of government business, and Parliament has
passed many of these acts over the years. Indeed, the
proposed revocation at Walpeup in Victoria’s north-west
region was included in a bill introduced by the former
government in 2014, but which was not debated prior to the
2014 state election.
Burke’s Flat — removing a redundant reservation
purpose

Wednesday, 4 May 2016

The site was permanently reserved in 1875 for the purpose of
a ‘Site affording Access to Water’. The existing reservation
reflects older methods of moving livestock, and the site is no
longer used for that purpose.
Revoking the permanent reservation will facilitate the
potential sale of the land to the adjoining landowner, who
currently holds a licence over the land under the provisions of
the Land Act 1958. To provide for interim management
arrangements, the proposed bill provides for the continuation
of the licence under its existing terms and conditions. The
licence will be surrendered as part of any future sale of land
process.
Under the Land Use Activity Agreement, which is part of the
Dja Dja Wurrung Recognition and Settlement Agreement
2013, the Minister for Environment, Water and Climate
Change must consult with the Dja Dja Wurrung Clans
Aboriginal Corporation before the revocation, and any
subsequent sale, may occur. The corporation was advised of
the proposed revocation in accordance with the agreement
and raised no objections. Further consultation will be
undertaken with the corporation prior to any future sale of that
land.
Lake Charm — removing a redundant reservation
purpose
The bill provides for the revocation of a redundant permanent
reservation over a site at Lake Charm, approximately
15 kilometres north-west of Kerang.

The bill provides for the revocation of a redundant permanent
reservation and a restricted Crown grant over a site at Burke’s
Flat in the north-west region of Victoria, approximately
30 kilometres east of St Arnaud.

The site was permanently reserved in 1910 for the purposes
of a ‘Mechanics Institute and Free Library’. A mechanics
institute building was constructed on the site, but has since
succumbed to the ravages of time and termites and was
demolished in 1946. The site is now vacant and no longer
used.

In 1890 the site was permanently reserved for the purposes of
a ‘Mechanics Institute and Free Library’ and a restricted
Crown grant issued to the original trustees for that same
purpose.

Trustees were appointed by an order in council dated
15 September 1911, but a restricted Crown grant was never
issued. The original trustees are deceased, and there are no
known successors to the original trustees.

The site was never used for that purpose, and no building was
constructed on the site. A mechanics institute building was in
fact constructed on the adjoining Crown allotment, but was
subsequently demolished in 1994.

At this stage the status of the land will remain as unreserved
Crown land until such time it is determined whether to sell the
land, or to reserve it for another public purpose. The
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning will
manage the site in the interim.

The Crown grant is also being revoked because there are no
known successors to the original trustees to surrender the
restricted Crown grant under the provisions of the Land Act
1958.
At this stage the status of the land will remain as unreserved
Crown land until such time it is determined whether to sell the
land, or to reserve it for another public purpose. The
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning will
manage the site in the interim.
Campbelltown — removing a redundant reservation
purpose
It is proposed to revoke a redundant permanent reservation
for a ‘Site affording Access to Water’ at Campbelltown,
situated in the north-central region of Victoria, approximately
20 kilometres north-west of Daylesford.

The land was part of the area that was the subject of a native
title claim by the Wamba Wamba, Barapa Barapa and Wadi
Wadi peoples that was not successful. This does not equate to
extinguishment of native title. Currently, it is not proposed to
sell the land, but if it is considered in the future, then any
prospective claimants will be consulted.
Walpeup — supporting the future of the former Walpeup
Agricultural Research Station site
The bill provides for the revocation of redundant permanent
reservations over six Crown allotments at Walpeup,
30 kilometres west of Ouyen on the Mallee Highway. These
Crown allotments form part of the former Walpeup
Agricultural Research Station (also known as the Mallee
Research Station), which was closed in 2009. The total area
of the site, including a temporary reserved allotment of
approximately 6 hectares that is not part of this bill, is
approximately 1040 hectares.
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Since the closure of the research station in 2009 there have
been a number of short-term occupation arrangements put in
place, and a number of ideas put forward for the future use of
the site, but there have been no sustainable long-term options
for the site. This is in part due to the size of the site and the
various public land values of differing significance to be
found on the site.

In my opinion, the Primary Industries Legislation
Amendment Bill 2016, as introduced to the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with the human rights protected by
the charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.

There are a range of different public land values present on
the site, including vegetation of high significance that may be
suitable for further protection (primarily on the east side of
the site), and other land primarily suitable for agriculture, and
which may be sold (primarily on the west side of the site).
The site also includes a large amount of built infrastructure,
including a conference centre, offices, dwellings, and
infrastructure associated with agricultural research.

The purpose of this bill is to make a number of miscellaneous
amendments to various acts. For the purpose of this statement
of compatibility, relevant amendments include amendments
to the Veterinary Practice Act 1997 to provide for the
immediate suspension of the registration of a veterinary
practitioner in certain circumstances, and an amendment to
the Wildlife Act 1975 to enable the Game Management
Authority to prevent a person who has committed an offence
under that act from applying for a new licence for a specified
period.

Essentially, due to the history and size of the site there is not
one single use or management arrangement that would
provide for the future of the site. Rather, there are a number of
arrangements that would achieve suitable outcomes.
Revoking the permanent reservations over this site will give
flexibility to facilitate appropriate arrangements for all of the
distinct parts and values of the site.
To provide for interim management arrangements, the land
will be temporarily reserved for ‘public purposes’ and the
Primary Industries Committee of Management Incorporated
will be appointed as committee of management. The
department will undertake this process administratively under
the provisions of the Crown Land (Reserves) Act.
The revocations at Walpeup were included in the Parks and
Crown Land Legislation Amendment Bill 2014 which was
introduced into Parliament by the previous government, but
was not debated prior to the 2014 state election.

1.

2.

Overview of the bill

Human rights issues

Suspension of veterinary registration
Clause 16 of the bill inserts a new section 26A into the
Veterinary Practice Act 1997 (the act) enabling the Veterinary
Practitioners Registration Board of Victoria to suspend the
licence of a practitioner in relation to whom a preliminary
investigation is being conducted regarding the practitioner’s
health, until any investigation and hearing into the matter is
completed. Under section 25 of the act, the board may
appoint one of its members to conduct a preliminary
investigation if the board believes the ability of the
practitioner to practise veterinary medicine or surgery may be
affected due to the physical or mental health, incapacity or
severe substance dependence of the practitioner.
Similar provisions regarding suspension already apply in
circumstances where a preliminary investigation is being
conducted into the professional conduct of a practitioner.

Conclusion
The bill provides for the revocation of four Crown land
reservations which will enable future and appropriate uses of
those lands, providing certainty to communities and affected
individuals.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr CLARK (Box
Hill).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 18 May.

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2016
Statement of compatibility
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) tabled
following statement in accordance with Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, (the charter), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Primary
Industries Legislation Amendment Bill 2016.

Right to equality
Section 8 of the charter provides that every person is entitled
to equal protection of the law without discrimination and has
the right to equal and effective protection against
discrimination. Discrimination is defined by direct reference
to the definition of discrimination and the associated list of
protected attributes contained in the Equal Opportunity Act
2010.
In my view, although clause 16 of the bill enables the board to
suspend a practitioner’s licence while a preliminary
investigation is being conducted in relation to their ability to
practise due to their physical or mental health, incapacity or
severe substance dependence, this does not amount to
discrimination on the basis of the practitioner’s ‘disability’ (a
protected attribute). Clause 16 inserts new subsection 26A(2),
which provides that the board must not suspend a registration
unless it reasonably believes that the ability of the practitioner
to practise veterinary medicine or surgery is likely to be
affected to such an extent that to allow the practitioner to
continue to practise would pose an unacceptable risk to the
health and safety of the public or endanger the health and
welfare of animals. The basis for suspension is therefore the
ability of a practitioner to practise safely, rather than any
disability they may have. For this reason, in my opinion the
right to equality is not limited and even if it is, any such limit
is clearly justifiable under section 7(2) of the charter.
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Right to fair hearing
Section 24(1) of the charter provides that a person charged
with a criminal offence or a party to a civil proceeding has the
right to have the charge or proceeding decided by a
competent, independent and impartial court or tribunal after a
fair and public hearing. The fair hearing right encompasses
the concept of procedural fairness and may extend to
disciplinary and regulatory proceedings where the ability to
practise is at stake.
Clause 16 may affect a practitioner’s right to fair hearing to
the extent that the board can suspend registration without first
giving the practitioner an opportunity to be heard. However,
in my view this does not amount to a limitation on the right to
a fair hearing.
The right to fair hearing is not absolute and unfairness must
be assessed by reference to proceedings in their entirety. New
section 26A(6) stipulates that upon suspending a registration,
the board must immediately serve a written notice on the
practitioner advising them of the suspension, the reasons for it
and the practitioner’s ability to make submissions to the board
regarding the continuation of the suspension. The board must
consider any submissions made by the practitioner and ensure
that the investigation is conducted as soon as possible.
Moreover, in determining to suspend registration, the board
must reasonably believe there to be an unacceptable risk to
the health and safety of the public or the health and welfare of
animals. This threshold will only be reached in exceptional
circumstances.
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However, neither section 26 nor section 27 of the charter
precludes a civil consequence that is preventative or
protective, rather than penal, in nature. Holding a licence
under the act is a privilege, in that it enables a person to
engage in activities which would otherwise be illegal.
Restricting a person’s ability to apply for particular licences
for a specified period therefore simply involves restricting
access to a privilege. The purpose of the restriction is to
enable the authority to adequately regulate the wildlife
protection scheme and manage the risk of future offences,
rather than to punish the offender. It therefore does not
amount to a criminal punishment, and does not limit the rights
in section 26 or 27 of the charter.
Hon. Jacinta Allan, MP
Minister for Public Transport

Second reading
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Speech as follows incorporated into Hansard under
sessional orders:
The bill will make amendments to a number of acts.
Amendment to the Domestic Animals Act 1994

It is therefore my opinion that there is no overall unfairness.
To the extent that a different view is taken about this, I
consider any limitation on the right to fair hearing to be
reasonable under section 7(2) of the charter, by reference to
the purpose of the suspension powers and the various
safeguards outlined above.

The Domestic Animals Act 1994 provides for the
identification and declaration of dogs to be of a restricted
breed. If a dog declared to be of a restricted breed was not
living in Victoria before 30 September 2011, the dog cannot
be registered with local council and is subsequently
euthanased.

Restrictions on making application for wildlife or game
licence

In early 2015, the government passed legislation to place a
moratorium on the euthanasia of restricted breed dogs while
the economy and infrastructure committee inquired into
restricted breed legislation in Victoria. This moratorium
applies where the cause for their destruction is simply that
they are a restricted breed. It does not apply to dogs that are
dangerous or dogs that are destroyed for other reasons.

Under section 25DA(1) of the Wildlife Act 1975, the Game
Management Authority may cancel a wildlife licence in
respect of specified birds or a game licence if the authority is
satisfied, on reasonable grounds, that (a) the holder of the
licence has been found guilty of an offence against that act or
(b) the holder of the licence has breached a condition of the
licence. Clause 21 of the bill amends this section to provide
that if the authority cancels a licence under s 25DA(1), it may
also specify a time not exceeding five years within which the
person may not apply for another wildlife licence in respect of
specified birds or a game licence. This power is separate from
the power to impose a criminal penalty for an offence under
the act.
Section 26 of the charter provides that a person must not be
punished more than once for an offence in respect of which
they have already been convicted or acquitted in accordance
with law. Section 27(2) of the charter provides that ‘[a]
penalty must not be imposed on any person for a criminal
offence that is greater than the penalty that applied to the
offence when it was committed’. These rights are relevant to
clause 21, as the clause enables the authority to impose
further consequences on a person who has committed an
offence, including where the relevant offence was committed
prior to the commencement of the amendment.

The final report of the inquiry into the legislative and
regulatory framework relating to restricted breed dogs was
tabled in Parliament on 23 March 2016. The government is
required to respond within six months of the final report being
tabled.
The current moratorium expires on 30 September 2016. An
extension to the moratorium will enable the government
response to be implemented while preventing unnecessary
euthanasia of any dog being held by councils in the
meantime.
The bill extends the current moratorium until 30 September
2017.
Amendment to the Public Administration Act 2004
The bill amends the Public Administration Act to replace the
chairperson of the Game Management Authority with the
chief executive officer (CEO), as the person with the
functions of a public service body head in relation to
employees of the Game Management Authority. The role of

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2016
Wednesday, 4 May 2016

ASSEMBLY

public service body head is operational in nature and relates to
employment duties. Under the Public Administration Act
2004, the chairperson of the Game Management Authority is
currently the public service body head for the Game
Management Authority. Having the chairperson as public
service body head and involved in operational activities has
the potential to blur accountabilities. Making the chief
executive officer the public service body head is more
appropriate.
The chair will continue to appoint the CEO to ensure clear
lines of accountability.
Amendments to the Wildlife Act 1975
The Wildlife Act 1975 contains many serious offences; for
example, hunting threatened species or protected wildlife, and
hunting game outside the game season. If a court finds a
person guilty of an offence under the act, it may sentence that
person without convicting them. In such a case, the Game
Management Authority can cancel or suspend a licence, but it
may not refuse to grant an application for a new licence
despite the applicant having been found guilty of an offence
under the act. The bill amends the act to permit the Game
Management Authority to refuse to grant an application for a
new licence to an applicant who has been found guilty of an
offence under the Wildlife Act.
The bill also makes further amendments to enable the Game
Management Authority to specify a period of disqualification
for the holder of a cancelled licence for up to five years and to
require the return of a cancelled licence to the authority within
a specified period.
The Game Management Authority may currently cancel a
game or wildlife licence if the person is found guilty of an
offence or breaches a licence condition, but it may not
disqualify such a person from immediately reapplying for a
game licence. This results in unnecessary administrative costs
as the Game Management Authority is likely to refuse such a
reapplication. As licences may be granted for a maximum of
five years, it is appropriate that the Game Management
Authority be able to refuse applications for up to five years.
The requirement to return a cancelled licence to the Game
Management Authority within a specified period is consistent
with other agriculture portfolio legislation.
The bill includes the offence of hunting, taking or destroying
game during close season on the list of offences for which the
Game Management Authority is empowered to conduct
controlled operations in order to collect evidence. This change
will improve the Game Management Authority’s capacity to
fulfil a key regulatory function.
The bill amends the definition of ‘punt gun’ to provide for the
use of 10-gauge calibre firearms or firearms with three barrels
for hunting game. Under the Firearms Act 1996 a person can
obtain a licence for the possession, carriage and use of a
firearm for certain genuine reasons. Hunting is a genuine
reason for obtaining a licence for a category A or B firearm.
However, provisions of the Wildlife Act relating to punt guns
currently prohibit the use of firearms with greater size bore
than 12 gauge or firearms with more than two barrels. These
firearms are already permitted in Australia for hunting game.
These provisions are a legacy from a time when very large
gauge firearms were used to hunt ducks for commercial
purposes, which is no longer permitted. Regulations made
under the principal act will continue to restrict the firearms

1835

that can be used for hunting game and the government will
undertake consultation prior to any changes being made to the
current regulations in this respect.
The bill makes the CEO of the Game Management Authority
responsible for reporting controlled operations to the
Victorian Inspectorate; currently the board is responsible for
this reporting. This change assigns responsibility to a single
person, as opposed to a board which has several people.
Further, as this is an operational responsibility, it is
appropriate for the CEO, not the board, to be responsible.
This will ensure the board is not involved in such activities.
The bill allows for a more streamlined process that will allow
for wetland closures and changes to the bag limits of ducks
during the duck season to be more efficient. In particular it
will provide for notices prohibiting, regulating or controlling
the taking, destroying or hunting of wildlife and emergency
closures, and any amendment of the same, to be published in
the Government Gazette rather than a newspaper. This will
enable timely closure and reopening of wetlands while
retaining sufficient notice periods. The current requirement to
publish an intention in print media and the additional lead
times associated with doing so has been demonstrated to
unnecessarily delay the implementation of decisions. The
government will continue as good practice to notify the
community about closures or openings through media
releases, websites, advertisements, and hunting organisations
in addition to the new minimum being a Government Gazette
notice.
The bill allows the minister, when an emergency closure of a
wetland is required, to rely on the advice of the Game
Management Authority in a circumstance where the
Emergency Closures Advisory Committee is unable to come
to a recommendation. This will further enable the timely
closure and reopening of wetlands where necessary.
The bill also includes a new, independent chairperson of the
Emergency Closures Advisory Committee.
Amendment to the Agricultural and Veterinary
Chemicals (Control of Use) Act 1992
The Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use)
Act 1992 requires the Department of Economic
Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources to maintain the
Victorian Agricultural Chemicals Advisory Committee. This
committee provides advice to the secretary on regulation and
control of the application of chemical products. A review
conducted by the former Department of Primary Industries
showed that costs exceeded benefits for this committee. The
bill repeals this requirement. The Victorian government
remains committed to maintaining ongoing consultative
processes with stakeholders including discussion papers,
presentations and meetings.
Amendments to the Veterinary Practice Act 1997
The Victorian government is committed to ensuring the
highest quality of veterinary care is available to pet and
livestock owners in Victoria. The veterinary profession is
regulated by the Veterinary Practitioners Registration Board
of Victoria (the board) underpinned by the Veterinary
Practice Act 1997. Veterinarians work in stressful
environments which can have adverse effects on their mental
and physical health. In the rare instances where this threatens
human health or safety, or animal health or welfare, if the
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practitioner were to continue to practise, it is important that
the board can take action. This is done through limiting
professional privileges, for example access to controlled
drugs, accorded to veterinarians through suspending their
registration.
Currently this action can only be undertaken following an
initial investigation into the practitioner’s health, and only
then with either the agreement of the practitioner or if the
board decides to pursue a formal hearing. Changes in this bill
will resolve potential delays by permitting the board to
suspend registration at the start of an investigation in
circumstances where there are concerns for public health and
safety or animal health and welfare, should the practitioner
continue to practise.
Further changes in this bill close the loophole whereby a
veterinary practitioner who is subject to a formal hearing may
reduce the sanctions against them by becoming unregistered.
This bill levels the playing field for practitioners and
previously registered practitioners who are found guilty of
unprofessional conduct by the board.
Amendments to the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
1986
The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 enables
inspectors to protect an animal in a situation where the
inspector believes an offence under the act is being
committed or is about to be committed, by issuing a notice to
the person in charge of the animal to ensure that the offence is
not committed or ceases to be committed. The bill amends the
act to ensure that a notice to comply can be issued to the
relevant person, whether that is the owner of the animal, the
person in charge of the animal or another person. This change
will ensure that a notice can be issued to the most appropriate
person, including a person mistreating an animal they do not
own or have responsibility for.
The bill makes further amendments to increase the maximum
duration of a scientific procedures premises licence, scientific
procedures fieldwork licence and specified animals breeding
licence from three years to four years. This change will
reduce regulatory burden on licence-holders and align the
duration of the licence with the four-year compliance
inspection frequency. The current options of applying for
licences of one, two or three years duration will also remain,
to accommodate small businesses that may only need a
licence for a short period, for example a one-year licence to
undertake an environment impact assessment.
I commend the bill to the house.

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr WALSH
(Murray Plains).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 18 May.
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APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
Second reading
Debate resumed from 3 May; motion of
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer).
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) — I am pleased to resume
my contribution on the Appropriation
(2016–2017) Bill 2016. Last evening I was raising the
issue of parking at Maroondah Hospital and the crisis
that is evident there at this point in time, and I took the
opportunity in the adjournment debate to ask the
Minister for Health to join me in a consultation process
with residents of my community and the surrounding
community to discuss how a redesign of the cancer
centre to incorporate hundreds of additional car parking
spaces might be able to occur.
Interestingly, a member of the community — a lady in
her senior years — responded to my Facebook post in
relation to the parking crisis last evening by mentioning
that she had an appointment at Maroondah Hospital
yesterday but had to cancel her appointment because
she could not get a park close enough to enable her to
walk, with a back injury, the distance that would be
required for her to attend her appointment. This is a
classic example of the day-to-day problems that are
occurring as a result of the car parking crisis. People
who are sick, who need health care and attention, who
are unable to access a health service because of the car
parking crisis. It is very real. It is palpable in the
community. I call on the minister to respond to my
adjournment matter in a positive way and in a spirit of
bipartisanship and to expand the breast cancer centre to
include hundreds of additional car parking spaces for
our community so that community members can access
their health service.
Just recently I have raised on many occasions the
closure of the Nunawading police station, which is on
Maroondah Highway and very close to public transport.
To this day road traffic signs direct people to the police
station, but they find that the police station is closed.
There have been reports of a woman who had an
altercation on the Eastern Freeway and made her way
to the police station to find a closed sign on the door. In
addition, a man who is disabled had his wallet stolen
and made his way to the police station, but it was
closed.
The response to that has been, ‘Well, there’s another
police station in Forest Hill’. The point is that when the
former coalition government funded and built the
Forest Hill police station it was in addition to
Nunawading police station, not in place of it. The
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Nunawading police station has been in existence since I
was a child. It is required. We have an increase in
crime — it is up by 8 per cent across Victoria. We have
domestic violence issues that chew up police time. We
have ice. We have rampant gang violence. This is a
time when people need to be able to access their police
station in Nunawading, but it has a closed sign on the
door, redirecting people elsewhere.
We have heard time and time again the issue of falling
police numbers per capita, or the ratio in terms of the
growing population in this state, yet we continue to see
the number of police — and it takes take significant
time to train them — falling in comparison to the
population. This is at a time when we have increasing
crime, when people are perhaps fearful for their safety
and when we also have heightened awareness of
terrorism. This is not the time to allow police numbers
to drop. It is a time when we need to keep ahead of the
curve, not behind the curve.
In raising the Nunawading police station, I note the
other aspect is that the Premier and the Minister for
Police said they would not close police stations. The
issue is that no-one in my community has been
consulted. The community groups have not been
consulted about the closure of the Nunawading police
station, and the Premier has not even had the decency to
tell the community that he has closed the police station.
The issue is that if people are not told about it — if the
Premier, after saying that the police station would not
be closed, has not been honest and up-front with them
and has not had the decency to tell them that it is
closed — they have the expectation that it is still
operating, and rightly so when traffic signs direct them
to the police station.
The question is: why has the Premier made promises he
has no intention of keeping? That is the pattern of
behaviour we have seen from this Premier. There is no
point saying, ‘It’s the chief commissioner’s
responsibility’, when the Premier and the police
minister made the commitment. I draw those issues in
my community to the attention of the house, and I ask
the government to put my community first.
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — It is a pleasure to
speak on the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016,
because nothing says more about the government than
the agenda it sets out in its budget. This budget does a
number of things, but one thing it has not been able to
do is elicit a question in question time from the
opposition, and I take that as a ringing endorsement of
the Andrews Labor government’s second budget.
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Last year’s budget was about getting on with it and
honouring the commitments that we made to the people
of Victoria. This budget is about getting it done,
building upon last year’s work and the strength of the
Victorian economy — an economy that is the fastest
growing in Australia and an economy that is forecast to
grow by 3 per cent in 2016–17. Also, Victoria’s
principal exports of education and tourism are at record
highs when it comes to enrolments and visitor arrivals.
The budget contains an estimated surplus of $2.9 billion
in 2016–17 and an average surplus of $2.1 billion a
year across the forward estimates. Unemployment is
falling. Under the former government, the
unemployment rate rose from 4.9 per cent in 2010 to
6.9 per cent in 2014; it is now at 5.7 per cent and is
projected to fall further, to 5.5 per cent in 2018–19.
Last week we saw in the tantrum of the member for
Malvern, which turned out to be a budget reply, his
principal complaint, being that there was no jobs plan. I
suppose that is what you get when you reply to a
budget that you have not actually read, because had he
waited, had he actually reviewed the budget documents,
he would have seen this policy, Jobs for Victoria,
which brings together everything we are doing to create
jobs for this state — that is, investing in infrastructure
like the Melbourne Metro rail tunnel and the western
distributor, investing in skills and education, cutting
payroll tax for up to 36 000 businesses and assisting
workers in the automotive manufacturing industry to
find new opportunities.
I think that is very, very important, even in an electorate
like mine which is not normally associated with
manufacturing, particularly by people who have rarely
passed through the Bentleigh electorate. There are
half-a-dozen manufacturers who will be directly
affected by the departure of the automotive
manufacturing industry. One of those is a fairly
significant brakes manufacturer that has been in East
Bentleigh for probably around 100 years. Three
hundred people currently work there, and the company
unfortunately will be shutting down towards the end of
next year. We have a plan to help those workers
transition to new opportunities. Part of that is our
investment in infrastructure, particularly our investment
in rail, which will mean that people will be able to
reskill to work in the rail industry and other industries.
But there are a number of things, as Labor members, to
be proud of when it comes to this budget but none more
so than our investment in health, which involves an
extra $2.45 billion. That of course includes the
announcement that was made by the Minister for
Health recently of a record $335 million boost to
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elective surgery, which will mean around 3100 more
coronary artery bypass grafts, around 6700 more hip
replacements, 6800 more knee replacements,
22 000 more sinus and ear operations, and 34 000 more
eye surgeries. There is nothing more important than the
health of Victorians, and I am also very pleased that the
budget includes $135 million for Victoria’s first heart
hospital, just around the corner from the border of my
electorate.
In the area of police — and we have heard a lot about
police this week — $596 million is in the budget to
give police the resources they need to respond to
gang-related crime, gun crime, terrorist threats and
family violence. That includes more than 400 police. I
was actually earlier this week, on Monday, over at
Moorabbin police station. Our local police are very
pleased with this news; morale is high amongst our
local police. It was also great at the police station to
welcome the new police custody officers, out of the 400
that we funded in last year’s budget, to Moorabbin.
That will mean that local police, instead of babysitting
prisoners, will be out on the beat.
Regarding family violence, no government in the
history of this country has done more to tackle family
violence than this government, and I acknowledge the
Premier and the Minister for the Prevention of Family
Violence for this. We have provided a $572 million
statewide funding boost over two years, which includes
a $152.5 million housing blitz — something that is
particularly important. We heard a bit about that in
question time today.
The Melbourne Metro rail tunnel is fully funded. There
is $2.9 billion over the forward estimates to progress
construction of the project, with a balance fully
committed in capital expenditure beyond the forward
estimates. This really is game-changing infrastructure.
It is untangling the knot in the city loop and making
sure that we can put more trains across the network
more often. It is good news for the Frankston line, and
it will also create a lot of jobs.
There was also a significant investment more generally
in public transport in this budget of $1.9 billion, and
that includes additional rail rolling stock, $875 million
for 28 extra high-capacity metro trains, on top of the
37 provided for in last year’s budget; $280.4 million for
27 VLocity carriages; $105.2 million for five X’trapolis
trains; and $15 million for upgrades to trains on the
north-east line. These are not trains that are going to be
built overseas. These are trains that are going to be built
right here in Victoria, unlike what we saw from the
former government. The rail rolling stock industry in
this state supports 10 000 jobs, and with the departure
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of the automotive manufacturing industry, that is the
role that governments should play — making sure that
we prioritise local content.
If I could now just move to education and say that
nothing makes me prouder to be a member of this
government than what we have done in the education
space. When we say we are going to make Victoria the
education state, it is not merely a slogan or a slogan on
numberplates, although I have seen them around on the
Monash Freeway and on the Nepean Highway; there is
a lot more substance to it than that.
Last year we had the biggest education budget in
Victoria’s history. This year we have the biggest school
upgrade blitz in Victoria’s history, with an investment
of over $924 million to build new schools and upgrade
classrooms. This includes $63.6 million for modern
relocatable classrooms to ease the pressure on growing
Victorian schools; $28 million to continue removing
asbestos from school buildings; $16 million for the new
School Pride and Sports Fund to help strengthen
community pride in schools and build sporting facilities
for students; and $12 million to plan upgrades at
35 existing schools to accommodate growth and update
old facilities.
I will move to outline some of the local achievements
in education. Last year we funded the upgrade of
McKinnon Secondary College and Bentleigh
Secondary College. Both of those are currently at the
detailed design stage, and we expect construction to
begin this year. This year the government has funded a
further five schools, including Valkstone Primary
School. There is a bit of a story behind Valkstone. It
was one of very few schools that had funding allocated
to it by the former government in its fourth and final
budget. The funds were for a rebuild of the school, but
after detailed design work it has turned out that the
school is at least $2.5 million short. We have therefore
made sure that Valkstone Primary School is one of the
schools that will receive funding for the planning and
design of stage 2 and the construction of stage 2 as soon
as possible.
Tucker Road Primary School is a growing school, with
600 students or thereabouts. The school does not have a
gymnasium, so it does not have a space for students to
participate in a whole-of-school assembly. It is not
uncommon for students at Tucker Road Primary School
to be out on the asphalt for an assembly in 35 to
40 degree heat. That is just unacceptable. This funding
will mean there will be better sporting facilities,
particularly for netball, which we are all very pleased
about.
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In our new School Pride program $150 000 is allocated
to refurbish the East Bentleigh Primary School main
building. That has been welcomed by the school. That
is another growing school which has a lot to offer to
local families, and the principal, Maria Shearn, has
been very appreciative of the work this government has
done with her. But what I am most proud about is the
government’s investment in the education of children
with special needs. There are three special schools in
my electorate, and I am always left in awe of the
dedication of so many among the staff, teachers and
families who just want the best for the children they
care for and educate. They always go beyond the call of
duty, and they deserve to be supported with the best
possible facilities. I am pleased that $68.5 million has
been allocated to upgrade 20 specialist schools.
One of those schools is Berendale School in my
electorate, which has received $2.2 million for an
upgrade. Another in my electorate is Bayside Special
Developmental School, which has received planning
funding for a major upgrade that will include a
playground that will be accessible to children with
disabilities, which is something we are all very excited
about.
There is one final local achievement that I want to
promote today. I know there are a number of St Kilda
supporters in this chamber, but I am not one of them.
The government has included a further $4 million on
top of the funding already allocated in previous years to
bring the Saints marching back to Moorabbin in my
electorate. It really is their spiritual home. But this
$30 million facility will be much more than a home for
the St Kilda footy club. It will be the only facility in
Victoria where all levels of football are housed under
the one roof — that is, the South Metro Junior Football
League, the Southern Football Netball League, and of
course the St Kilda Football Club. The other big boost
as part of this funding is a significant improvement in
facilities for female participation. I saw in yesterday’s
news that St Kilda has put in a bid to be part of the
female league that commences next year. Should that
bid be successful, that team will be based at the
Moorabbin reserve, and we are all very excited about
that.
Finally, I want to refer to some of the comments made
by the member for Ripon yesterday in her contribution
to the debate. She said this budget was not a budget for
battlers. Indeed she said this budget failed battlers. It
pains me to do this because I get along well with the
member for Ripon, but you can certainly trust a
member of the Institute of Public Affairs to make that
claim. I have news for the member for Ripon and for
everybody else on the opposition benches: the battlers
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are not their wealthy property developer mates. The
battlers are those families struggling to make ends meet
and pay school costs because they had their education
maintenance allowance ripped from them by the former
government. The battlers are those young people who
are impacted by the former government’s harsh TAFE
cuts. The battlers are those workers whose penalty rates
those opposite want to take away. They are the battlers.
Georgie Crozier, a member for Southern Metropolitan
Region in the Council, in the lead-up to last year’s
grand final, was marching up and down Centre Road,
Bentleigh, collecting signatures on a petition essentially
against penalty rates. You will never see Georgie
Crozier or any member of the Liberal Party marching
up and down the streets of my electorate in support of
workers. You will never see that. That is the
fundamental difference between us and them. The
Labor members are on the side of the battlers. Make no
mistake: we are the party of the battlers. This is a true
Labor budget that supports the battlers in health, in
education, and in job creation in this state. I commend it
to the house.
Ms RYAN (Euroa) — It is my pleasure today to rise
to make a contribution to the debate on the
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016. This is a budget
which introduces big taxes. It promises big but it
delivers little — and I think those six words really sum
up what this budget is about.
The problem is, as we know and as the performance
over the last 16 months or so has clearly demonstrated,
that Victorians cannot rely on the promises of this
government. We all remember when the Premier, on
the eve of the 2014 state election, went out on the front
steps of Parliament House and said there would be no
increase in taxes, fees or charges. He looked straight
down the barrel of the camera and said to Peter
Mitchell and Channel 7 viewers, ‘I make that promise,
Peter, to every single Victorian’. Those are words
which are now absolutely haunting this government.
Despite a windfall in revenue, this government just
cannot help itself. I find it particularly concerning that
at a time when this government is demanding rate
capping by local government, when it is is preaching to
local government and telling it that it should live within
its means, in just two years it has jacked up taxes by
$3.7 billion. That is a 20.7 per cent increase. I challenge
members opposite to find me somebody whose wage
has increased by 20.7 per cent in the last two years. The
member for Bentleigh said the Labor Party is the party
for battlers. If it were, it surely would not be jacking up
taxes by 20.7 per cent.
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Those increases include a 15 per cent increase in the
fire services levy. That means every property owner in
Victoria will pay an extra 15 per cent on the fire
services levy when they get their rates notices. Even
though we have, again, local government rates capped
at 2.5 per cent, people will pick up their rate notice and
discover that in the last two years the fire services levy
has increased by 15 per cent. And what is that money
being used for? It is being used to deliver on the secret,
backroom deals that this Premier had done with the
United Firefighters Union (UFU) in return for the
UFU’s support at last year’s election, like the addition
of 350 paid CFA firefighters.
I can tell you, Acting Speaker, that in my electorate I
have volunteers scratching their heads about that,
because they are not quite sure where a request for 350
additional paid firefighters came from in just one or two
years. Volunteers warned of the consequences of these
policies before last year’s election, and we all
remember the open letter that the Volunteer Fire
Brigades Victoria board wrote to the people of Victoria
on 26 November. They said — and these are their
words, not mine:
We are also concerned that Labor’s policy will reduce CFA’s
volunteer firefighting force by thousands of volunteers,
pushing volunteers out of CFA stations and hundreds of CFA
trucks off the road when we need them for major fires such as
Black Saturday.

They go on to say:
We support and welcome additional paid support and
resources for CFA, provided these resources are required and
provided that the CFA determines the need, not a union.
Don’t be fooled, the plan announced by Labor is not about
improving community safety in Victoria, the detail included
in their announcement is about giving the control of CFA to a
union.

Those are not my words, Acting Speaker, they are the
words of Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria, the peak
body representing 60 000 volunteers in this state.
Property owners, farmers and small businesses in
regional Victoria are not paying for a better fire service,
they are paying for the Premier’s 2014 election
campaign. They are paying for the work that the UFU
did to get Labor elected. They are paying for the UFU
to stand on polling booths for the Labor Party and to
hand out fliers for it.
The member for Bentleigh referred to the TAFE cuts
supposedly applied by the coalition before the 2014
election, and he referred to the ‘education state’ — the
wonderful slogan that this government has introduced.
He said it is not just a slogan. If it is not just a slogan, I
would encourage him to dig a bit further and examine
some of the outcomes from the training portfolio.

Wednesday, 4 May 2016

Before the state election, as we all know, Labor
promised it was going to grow student enrolments in
TAFE. Labor candidates all signed a pledge saying that
they would restore funding to TAFE, and the platform
that they went to the 2014 election on promised a
rebuilding of vocational education and training. Despite
all of those higher taxes, the budget papers and the
annual reports for TAFEs tabled last sitting week show
that the government has cut funding to
government-subsidised training and has cut funding to
TAFE.
I will give a few examples, because there are a few
looks of scepticism on the faces of those on the
opposite side of the house. The annual report of The
Gordon in Geelong shows that funding for
government-subsidised training there has been cut by
$23.3 million just in one year. At Federation University
funding is down $5.7 million under this government,
including $2.1 million less for training. Holmesglen
Institute funding for training is down by $3.9 million.
Wodonga TAFE funding is down by $4.5 million.
Remember what government members said before the
election? Steve Herbert, the Minister for Training and
Skills, said the sector is in crisis. The Premier described
young Victorians as victims of austerity measures. The
member for Wendouree, who is not in the house at the
moment, described funding levels for TAFE as
‘devastating’. Guess what? Funding for TAFE now is
less than when we left office. Funding to train students
is substantially less now than it was then. The minister
continues to sit on the full-year training data for the
2015 training year, which will actually reveal the true
extent of the cuts that the Labor Party is now proposing
for TAFE. I thought it might actually slip out the door
yesterday in the shadows of the federal budget, because
it is going to be very ugly. And I am sure that we will
see it carted out the door some time on a Friday
afternoon when members of the media are all distracted
doing other things. We started to get a bit of a picture of
the training sector in the budget, so I will just go
through some of the numbers for the benefit of those
opposite.
Last year there were 91 165 fewer
government-subsidised enrolments in training in
Victoria — 91 165 fewer! There were 800 000 fewer
government-subsidised module enrolments. There were
27 million fewer government-subsidised student
contact hours. The number of apprentices and trainees
commencing in Victoria’s training system was down by
almost 5000. There are 65 856 fewer students enrolled
in government-subsidised courses. As for young
people, there was a 4.8 per cent decline in the
participation rate of 15 to 24-year-olds in
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government-subsidised training, and a 1.3 per cent
decline in the participation rate of 25 to 64-year-olds in
government-subsidised training. That is not just a lie
that the government purported to the Victorian people
was the case before the election; that amounts to an
absolute betrayal of Victorians.
It puts me in mind of Shakespeare’s play. I think even
Brutus on his way to stab Julius Caesar on the floor of
the Senate could learn a thing or two from those
opposite: where are their hollow and meaningless
protestations now? Are those opposite now banging
down the door of the Premier and asking him why he
has cut funding to TAFE, why he has failed to deliver
on his commitments to Victorians and to training and
why the government has in fact reduced funding? They
are not, they are all sitting there, meek and quiet. They
all know that they went to the 2014 election on the back
of a lie.
What are they doing now? They are certainly not
raising the bar. Instead they are trying to reverse the
collapse of enrolments by lowering their targets for next
year. Government members say, ‘Oh well, we never
promised extra enrolments. What we promised to do
was improve the quality, and that is what we are doing’.
Have a look at the targets in the budget paper. It
actually shows that they are reducing the quality. Just
53 per cent of students last year who completed
vocational education and training in 2015 actually
graduated with an improved chance of employment.
Labor is reducing that target by 11 per cent. Labor
expects that under its training system fewer people
actually graduating from TAFE will be more
employable. That is the upshot of it.
With the time I have left, I want to focus on some of the
issues within my own electorate. As I have said, for
regional Victoria this has been an incredibly
disappointing budget. As the Leader of The Nationals
pointed out yesterday, many of the commitments in this
budget have been back-ended or they are on the
never-never. The Shepparton hospital, which affects a
large part of my electorate, will receive just 3 per cent
of the funding it requires in the coming financial year,
and I think the government needs to clarify where that
money is actually coming from. I have spoken to
hospital CEOs in my electorate who are desperate for
funding and are concerned that the $200 million in the
government’s new Regional Health Infrastructure Fund
includes the Shepparton hospital, which would leave
very little for other country hospitals if that fund were
to stretch across all of regional Victoria.
The part funding for Benalla College is still
$11.5 million short of what the school believes it needs,
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and just $868 000 has actually been budgeted for the
coming year. I want to pay credit to the school’s
principal, Barb O’Brien, and the school council
president, Stephen Lister, and also the wider
community who have actively campaigned for this
funding. They have done a very good job, but there is
now real concern that Labor thinks its job is done on
Benalla College. We put aside the first $5 million. We
provided a commitment to fund the remaining
$15 million for that school. I do not want to see this
government put $3.5 million into a school that needs
$15 million and to then see the government put the
college to the bottom of the list. I am concerned by the
phasing of the funding that the government has
announced, and I am concerned that the government
will now consider its job done and will wash its hands
of the college.
Other projects that were overlooked in this budget
include the Waranga Memorial Hospital. This hospital
is a campus of Goulburn Valley Health. It provides
acute and palliative care services, and we made a
commitment that we were going to spend $7 million to
co-locate the hospital with the Waranga Aged Care
Hostel. The community has tried on many, many
occasions to engage with the Minister for Health about
the need for funding for Waranga. She has actually
bypassed the hospital when she has toured the region to
cut ribbons on health projects that were funded under
the former coalition government. Members of the
community advisory committee actually travelled to
Kyabram to speak with her, and she refused to speak
with them. I would encourage the minister, I would
invite the minister, to meet those members of the
Rushworth community who are so passionate and
concerned about the state of their hospital.
Just quickly, I want to mention rolling stock. What was
announced — or what was not announced — for the
Shepparton and north-eastern lines was incredibly
disappointing. Jaclyn Symes, in the Legislative
Council, said that her new year’s wish — and you
would know, Acting Speaker McCurdy, being on the
same train line — was for new rolling stock on the
north-eastern train. We certainly did not get that. After
raising expectations through the regional network plan,
which people participated in in good faith, we have
now seen that the government could not even find
enough money for one train. Instead we got $15 million
to fix some air conditioning, which was just 1.1 per cent
of the money that was allocated towards rolling stock
upgrades.
There is still no funding for the Kilmore-Wallan
bypass, no funding for a Nagambie ambulance and no
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funding for Seymour College, which desperately needs
rebuilding.
Labor promised that it would deliver for all Victorians.
For country Victorians all this budget delivers is higher
taxes. In country Victoria we understand the patterns of
the weather and we understand droughts. We
understand good times and we understand that bad
times come as well. But we know that with a Labor
government we do not just have weather-related
droughts but we also are exposed to funding droughts.
That is where we are at the moment. We are in a
funding drought, and many people are now just praying
for rain and praying for a change of government.
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) — It is a great pleasure
to rise to speak on the Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill
2016. I want to begin by congratulating the Premier, the
Treasurer, the ministers and all their staff for their
commitment to Victorians and importantly the people
of Geelong. This is a true Labor budget. Geelong is a
big winner in this budget. It is all about jobs, with a
record investment in infrastructure and other projects to
create new jobs and help workers gain a foothold in the
fast-growing sectors that will define Victoria’s
economic future. For the opposition to claim there is no
jobs plan is simply wrong. A jobs plan was attached to
the budget. Maybe this hypocritical opposition should
take some time to read the jobs plan.
Under the Andrews Labor government Geelong will
not only see planes in the sky but will now also see
cranes in the sky. This is a clear message that the
Andrews Labor government is honouring its
commitment to the people of Geelong. I spent a few
days after the budget was released talking to people on
the street, talking to my constituents about the budget
and hearing how they felt about it. The message was
very positive, and there were lots of congratulations
from my constituents about the funding commitments
that we made to the people of Geelong, particularly in
education, in job creation and in getting our CBD into
the state it should be in. The people of Geelong very
strongly support the budget.
There is a $325 million investment in jobs initiatives
for infrastructure and services, which includes
$5.5 million for improving and providing planning for
key projects to revitalise the centre of Geelong, such as
a conference centre. A conference centre has been on
Geelong’s agenda for some years now. This is a
positive for Geelong. It will not only create jobs in its
construction but it will also create ongoing jobs for the
future.
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The government will prioritise support for retrenched
automotive workers. The first auto industry task force
meeting will happen next week in Geelong. I will be
chairing the regional task force in Geelong, and this is
aimed at assisting our auto industry to transition after
the closure of Ford. We really appreciate the work the
minister has done in this particular area.
There is massive investment in public transport and
roads, with more V/Line rolling stock ordered to
support further Geelong and Warrnambool services and
to address overcrowding issues. There will be a new
tech school in Geelong, and there is $35.6 million in
upgrades to 10 schools across the region. There is a
payroll tax cut for approximately 36 000 businesses
across Victoria, with the payroll tax-free threshold
lifted to $650 000 over the next four years.
In regional Victoria safe and reliable transport is
everything, and the budget provides a massive
investment to improve public transport and roads across
rural and regional Victoria as well as creating jobs.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines) — Order!
The Speaker has accepted a statement from the member
for Gembrook proposing the following matter of public
importance for discussion:
That this house:
(1) calls on Premier Daniel Andrews to reject an EBA
between the United Firefighters Union and CFA that
contains conditions that:
(a) allow the United Firefighters Union to direct or
impede CFA activities;
(b) interfere with operational duties of the CFA; or
(c) impact on the rights of volunteer firefighters; and
(2) calls on the Andrews Labor government to stop trying to
force the CFA board and the CFA CEO to ignore
section 6 of the Country Fire Authority Act 1958, which
provides that:
(a) the CFA has a responsibility to develop policy and
organisational arrangements that encourage,
maintain and strengthen the capacity of volunteer
officers and members;
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(b) the CFA is first and foremost a volunteer-based
organisation, in which volunteer officers and
members are supported by employees in a fully
integrated manner; and
(c) the volunteer charter requires the CFA to
recognise, value, respect and promote the
contribution of volunteer officers and members to
the wellbeing and safety of the community and to
consult with Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria
Incorporated on behalf of volunteer officers and
members on any matter that might reasonably be
expected to affect them.

Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — Acting Speaker, I am
glad you read that into Hansard because it would have
taken me about half of my time to just get through the
paragraphs and subparagraphs of this matter of public
importance (MPI).
This is a matter of public importance for the reason that
our volunteer and career firefighters are so important to
our community. The most important aspect of that
system is that it is an integrated system. During this
discussion I am going to talk about the politics of it and
how important it is to our community, but more
importantly I will talk about how it affects firefighters
throughout our state. One of the biggest things that
affects firefighters in our state is something we can
never forget — that is, that the Country Fire Authority
(CFA) was set up as a volunteer organisation. I refer to
this point in my MPI, and to the Country Fire Authority
Act 1958. Section 6F of the act states:
The Parliament recognises that the Authority is first and
foremost a volunteer-based organisation, in which volunteer
officers and members are supported by employees in a fully
integrated manner.

I have travelled around to some of the CFA stations,
and I will say that many of the integrated stations do
work in that manner. When you go down to ground
level, you see many career and volunteer firefighters
working together for better outcomes in the community.
That is what they are there for, and that is what they
should be doing. However, when the Minister for
Emergency Services is placed in the position of having
to make a decision, or work with the CFA board on a
decision, to give a veto power or extra power to one of
those parties, you are creating a divide throughout that
whole network. It is the same as a fish: it rots from the
head down. If you cause a problem at the very top, it is
reflected the whole way through the industry and the
whole way through that business.
When you add to an enterprise bargaining agreement
(EBA) a clause like clause 21, which gives the United
Firefighters Union (UFU) the power to say no to any
decision of CFA management and no to any decision of
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the CFA board, to me that amounts to putting in place
an EBA that undermines confidence in the CEO who
was appointed by this government. The CEO of the
CFA, Lucinda Nolan, has a proud history in the
Victorian police force, and she has made changes in
community organisations that some of us in this
chamber would never be able to do. Why? Because
Lucinda Nolan has the strength, the ability and the
capability to make those decisions. What she is asking
for now is that the minister to simply rule out things —
not go against good-faith negotiations — that are going
to affect volunteer firefighters across this state.
The volunteer charter was enshrined in legislation in
2011 under the coalition government. Yes, the charter
was originally drawn up by those opposite back in the
early 2000s, but it is a charter that the Labor Party
should be proud of. We are very proud to say that we
supported it and enshrined it in legislation to ensure that
no-one could go against it. It is sad that we now have a
government which wrote that charter but which is
trying to put in place an EBA that works against it and
what it stands for. That is what is being put in place at
the moment.
The minister is going to say that the CEO and the board
have to make the final decision, and I agree with that.
However, section 6A of the Country Fire Authority Act
states that the minister ‘may from time to time give
written directions to the Authority’. The minister has an
opportunity to write to the CEO and to the board of the
CFA. In that letter, she could simply say that under no
circumstances will clause 21, which gives a veto power
to the UFU, end up in that EBA. There are other
sections in that EBA that I think will create issues for
the CFA and will create issues for our volunteers. The
clause that is causing the most problems for the CFA at
the moment is clause 44.2.7, and I quote:
The presence of seven firefighters on the fireground prior to
the commencement of operations save and accept where
otherwise agreed between the UFU and CFA.

That clause would require seven paid firefighters to be
on the fireground for any fire prior to operations
commencing. The UFU will have you believe that no, it
is not meant that way, that its operation is restricted to
certain places where there are already UFU members.
That is what the union is trying to say it means. If that is
the case, why would you not amend clause 44.2.7 or
remove it to take away the ambiguity that is causing
huge concerns to country firefighters throughout
Victoria, firefighters who are emailing not just me — I
think someone just said ‘Who?’. If those on the Labor
Party side opened their emails, they may understand
exactly where the concerns are coming from. It is vital
that those opposite start to listen to what the community
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is saying, and the community is saying that at the
moment they do not support this EBA and they do not
support having seven paid firefighters on the ground.
The other fightback from the UFU at the moment is that
all of a sudden there is one clause in the EBA that refers
to volunteers — or it is saying it refers to volunteers. I
can show members more Facebook posts than you can
poke a stick at on my Facebook page that have come
directly from UFU members who are saying, ‘This
EBA is all about the career firefighters and nothing to
do with volunteers. Tell them to keep their noses out’,
that this has nothing to do with them and that
everything in this agreement is about all firefighters. If
that is the case, why is it that only paid firefighters are
included in the description? Why does this EBA only
describe professional career firefighters and never
mention volunteers?
The definition of ‘firefighter’ in this EBA actually
refers to paid or professional firefighters, yet all of a
sudden one clause has appeared and now those in the
union want to say this one clause is for volunteers.
They want to say that this one clause is for volunteers,
and that is where the seven firefighters come in —
come on, we were not born yesterday. That is a direct
quote from the enterprise bargaining agreement that is
in place at the moment, and we are telling the minister
that that one directly needs to be ruled out. It must be
ruled out to protect the safety of Victorians and to make
sure that we can support our volunteer firefighters at all
of the fires they go to.
Another United Firefighters Union claim that has come
out recently is that firefighters will be worse off under
the current offer. There is an offer in place, and the one
thing I will give volunteers credit for is that they do not
want to get into an argument about pay rises. They do
not want to get involved in comparing the current EBA
to the new EBA in relation to pay or some of the safety
conditions. I understand that there is a bit of media
coverage out there saying that the offer originally on the
table from the Country Fire Authority (CFA) was for a
pay rise, but it also included the same conditions they
currently have at the moment. It is important that we
actually protect our firefighters and that we make sure
this is in place in the future.
The veto is something that the CFA must strongly
oppose. As we have said before, the minister has to
come out on the front foot on this and say that no EBA
will actually have this in it. It has to be black and white,
a simple, ‘No, it cannot be in the EBA’. To say, ‘We
are negotiating’, or to say, ‘We are trying to work
around it’, to me says, ‘We are trying to find a way for
the UFU to have control of the CFA’, and that is
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something that we on this side of the house will not
accept. The CFA is a volunteer organisation and should
remain a volunteer organisation, and it is vital that the
CEO and the board have the power and autonomy to
make decisions as required and when they need to.
One other myth that has come out of this is that career
firefighters are best placed to conduct community
safety and education and that new community
education roles should only be filled by career
firefighters. The firefighters out in my area, who are all
volunteers, do a fantastic job in our community. April,
who also has Captain Koala with her, does a
magnificent job. She is a CFA volunteer who spreads
the word to schools as well. I actually go the opposite
way; I think that volunteer firefighters are in the best
position to work within their own communities to
spread the word on fire safety and ensure that people
can be protected going forward. It is volunteer
firefighters who do the extra hours. When someone
comes down to their station they have open days and
pass out information. I have even seen a lot of our
volunteer firefighters in their own time go to people’s
houses to make sure that they can better protect
themselves if a fire should come through. They want to
make sure that fire prevention is in place as well, and
that is super important.
Another matter we raised in question time is in relation
to our brigade administrative support officers (BASOs),
and they are so important. Again, these people are
specialist employees who go around with the main
target of assisting with any administration work in our
volunteer stations. We all know — it does not matter
whether you are in business, a community group or a
school situation — that paperwork has increased over
time. The red tape for these organisations has increased
and will continue to increase. To assist the volunteer
stations you have a BASO who can go out there, who is
paid by the CFA and who can work with the local
station to get the administrative work done.
When you speak to a volunteer captain — who is also
normally a parent, in a relationship, working or
someone who has other commitments outside of this
area and who is already giving up enough time for
training and to protect our community — you realise
we cannot remove BASOs. To replace them with career
firefighters is not replacing same for same. We are not
replacing people who are experts in administration —
people who can assist with grant writing, people who
can assist with getting the paperwork done pre-event
and post-event, people who can assist with events
coming up — with career firefighters who in the whole
term should be operational. They should be out actually
fighting fires, not doing the background administrative
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work in the volunteer stations. The volunteer stations
are requesting that they keep in place what they have
now with BASOs and their volunteer support officers.
Volunteer support officers is another great one. We are
very, very proud to support volunteer support officers.
They get out to stations and offer career advice and
counselling. They can offer almost anything you want
at the station to guide you in the right direction. They
should not be career firefighters. That issue is
frustrating, because when the UFU took the
government and the CFA to court, it was to try to get
volunteer support officers stopped. They did not want
them. They went to court to stop them coming in, but
now they are changing that to say not only do they want
to support them, they want to be them and to take their
role. This is just another opportunity for the UFU to
unionise more positions in the CFA. It is something we
on this side of the house will not tolerate.
As I said before, it is vital to hear not only our voices
but also that members hear voices from their own
electorates. Members opposite need to go out and speak
to their communities. They need to understand what
their communities are saying on this. I am sure their
communities are saying, ‘Get behind the UFU’. I am
sure the member for Bellarine’s constituents are saying,
‘Get behind the UFU 100 per cent and do not worry
about our volunteers’. They do not want to support
them; that is fantastic.
I will just read a quick email which was addressed to
the Premier:
By now you will be well aware that 421 CFA vehicles with
around 1600 CFA volunteers held a motorcade to Parliament
House in Spring Street yesterday.

They came in here because they support the CEO, the
CFA board and the minister, but they are asking the
minister to stand up and make sure that this is not in
any EBA going forward and to stand up against the
Premier, who is doing his secret deals to make sure that
he can keep the UFU on side. Eric Collier is the
president of the Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria in
district 8, and he is very passionate about this. He said:
There is a lot of anger out there in CFA volunteer land. Sixty
thousand volunteers, families and friends …

He has these people signing petitions to make sure that
their voices are heard. He has an entire document that
goes through everything.
Brian and Anne Crook wrote to me and said:
It is with great concern to my wife and I that we read in
several of the Victorian newspapers about the proposed
EBA …
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As you are no doubt well aware of the newspaper reports on
this issue we will refrain from repeating them here.
Our concern is further increased as under the terms of the
volunteer charter …

They are concerned that this government is going to go
against the volunteer charter. They are worried that this
government is going to sign up to an agreement that
goes against the charter that they wrote, that we all
supported being enshrined in legislation, and I for one
will not stand for that.
Volunteer and career firefighters are essential in our
community. The integrated system was designed to
offer the best protection to all of Victoria, and that
integrated system is to a great extent reliant on having
many volunteers available for surge capacity events. If
you work the United Firefighters Union theory of
having control over that entire volunteer organisation,
you are tearing away at the very fabric of what the CFA
was designed for. The CFA must be protected. We have
put this MPI before the house to ensure that we stand
up for our communities, and I will continue to stand up
for mine.
Volunteer organisations across the whole state should
be worried about this. The State Emergency Service
should be worried about this and the lifeguards should
be worried about this. This is the beginning of the
United Firefighters Union finding its way into other
emergency services. It wants to unionise all of those
emergency services. I tell members now that this MPI
is vital. We are going to give the Minister for
Emergency Services 15 minutes to stand here and
respond. At the end of that time we must be clear that
this EBA with its proposed clause 21, that this EBA
that refuses volunteers the ability to answer to career
firefighters on the fireground, that this EBA that
ensures seven paid firefighters at every fire across
Victoria is not only not accepted but is ruled out here
today.
Debate interrupted.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Carbines) —
Order! Before calling the minister, I would like to
acknowledge the presence in the gallery of the
Honourable Barry Bishop, a former member in the
other place. Welcome to the people’s house.
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MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining
agreement
Debate resumed.
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — We are here today to discuss a matter of
public importance (MPI) as those on the other side
profess sudden concern about our fire services. I say to
members of this house that the hypocrisy is nothing
short of breathtaking. The faux outrage, the pantomime
of posturing and this new-found interest in our fire
services from those opposite is a little too late from this
mob. It has been the Andrews Labor government that
has been working tirelessly to get things done by
modernising and improving our fire services and giving
them unprecedented personnel and resources to keep
Victorians safe. We are tackling the challenges that the
previous Liberal government left behind. We are
working to unpick a range of problems that it helped
create and then embed. We have the courage to make
generational change because it is the right thing to do.
Members of the former government — those
opposite — had four years to do something and make a
difference. But what did they do? Nothing. Wait a
minute, that is not right; they did contribute to making a
toxic culture in our fire services by pitting people
against each other. They ripped out tens of millions of
dollars from our fire services. They failed to act on
presumptive legislation, and they sat on reports into the
emergency medical response program and Fiskville.
There is no doubt that reform opportunities were
missed by coalition members when they were in
government. Things were too hard for them, and when
they waded in they made a mess of things.
I have now been asked multiple questions on this issue
in this house, but I say again for the record, I say again
for those people listening and I say again to the
volunteer and career firefighters that no agreement has
been reached and that there will be no agreement that
does not respect the work of volunteer and career
firefighters. Our firefighters do such an extraordinary
job keeping Victorians safe that they deserve
everybody’s best attempts at respect and not to be used
as political playthings by those opposite. So I want to
take a moment to reflect in my contribution in this
matter of public importance debate on the matter of
public importance — that is, the work firefighters do to
keep us safe.
Let us reflect on the fire season just past. It was the
longest in recent memory. It started in October and ran
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through until March, and what an effort was made by
our agencies. During five hot, windy months we saw a
massive contribution to community safety from
32 000 firefighters. Career and volunteers, staff from
the Metropolitan Fire Brigade, the Country Fire
Authority (CFA), the Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), Parks Victoria
and Melbourne Water answered the call when our state
needed them. Across Victoria there were 16 major fires
in which a total of 148 houses and 68 sheds were
destroyed.
Of course beyond those raw numbers sit stories of
trauma and heartache. On Christmas Day, along with
the Premier, I went to the state control centre to see the
emergency response unfold at Wye River, as did the
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water.
This was outstanding work as the mantra of Emergency
Management Victoria ‘working as one’ came to life.
Agencies covering every aspect of Victoria’s
emergency capability worked seamlessly and tirelessly
to protect life and to protect property. All these
agencies played their role to maximise the efforts in
fighting fires and the recovery. Modern technology that
the Andrews Labor government had introduced meant
emergency management commissioner Craig Lapsley
and his team were being fed real-time information as a
helicopter hovered overhead to transmit the terrible
images charting the progress of the blaze.
As awful as the fire was as it tore into the bush, we
knew that many people’s lives were being changed on
that day, but without the unbelievable commitment
from firefighters from the CFA, DELWP and Parks
Victoria, the fire could have been so much worse. Our
most important consolation on that day was that we did
not lose a single life there or at any of the other fires
that raged across the state. Again it is a great credit to
the work done to change community behaviour though
technology and better warnings and to implement the
findings of the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal
Commission.
I visited all the major fire sites this season, and I was
struck by the sense of spirit in those affected
communities: how when things are tough people come
together to help in another’s moment of need. The
sense of resilience and determination to rebuild lives
and homes left me in awe of the courage of those
whose lives were changed so quickly by forces beyond
anyone’s control.
I visited the Scotsburn area shortly after that blaze and
saw the absolute devastation of houses poleaxed to the
ground and families weeping — again, no lives lost. I
went back shortly after to assess the recovery process.
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The sense of community and love was remarkable.
Dozens of people from all around Australia came
together as part of BlazeAid to fix fences. They were
strong of arm, clear of purpose and filled with great
humour. We were cracking gags as they chowed down
some rolls before they headed back into the hot sun to
help people they had never met before. I saw people
who had lost everything but were more concerned
about their neighbours than themselves. I met people
traumatised and shaking but surrounded by compassion
and, most importantly, hope. I visited the Barnawartha
fire and met brave firefighters, career and volunteer,
who stood side by side protecting the community and
putting their lives on the line.
Let us not forget the aircraft operators, be it the boys
flown in from the US and Canada or our locally grown
heroes, who, under the Andrews government, flew the
largest aircraft fleet — 47 aircraft. They made an
enormous difference time and again flying into
circumstances and environments we can only possibly
imagine.
I went to public meetings and watched how Emergency
Management Victoria manages the trauma of fire and
its consequence. Again at the forefront are those who
work so hard for their community without expectation
of reward. Their payoff is pride in the knowledge they
have saved a neighbour’s home.
The government, state, federal and local, has, as it
should, helped those communities in the aftermath of
the fire season, be it with emergency relief payments,
emergency re-establishment grants, infrastructure
grants or the national arrangements. These payments,
however, are simply a support to the exceptional
resilience, the exceptional pride and the exceptional
love that these communities demonstrate time and time
again.
There are many challenges facing these fire services,
which is why the Andrews government introduced the
fire services review. From that have come a range of
recommendations, which we are implementing. We are
committed to boosting the number of women who
choose firefighting as a professional career. Both the
MFB and the CFA have very limited numbers of
women — about 3 per cent. I visited San Francisco and
met with the chief of the San Francisco Fire
Department, a woman called Joanne Hayes-White. Her
fire department now comprises 16 per cent women, and
she shared some terrific ideas as to how we can
increase the role of women.
As the Minister for Emergency Services, I am so proud
of our CFA and our firefighters, both career and
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volunteer. All members of this house understand that
volunteers are the lifeblood of the CFA and their local
communities. They are people who band together to
make an enormous contribution to the places in which
they live. Along with their local footy clubs or bowls
clubs, they bring people with common interests
together. They represent our state at its best, and they
selflessly dedicate themselves to the protection of life
and property. They are loyal to each other, and they are
loyal to their community. Their collective efforts can
make the difference between life and death. They turn
up — rain, hail, shine, fire, flood or anything else
Mother Nature throws at them. They include State
Emergency Service volunteers, firefighters, lifesavers
who patrol our beaches and of course those who defend
their towns from fire.
We can be so proud that there are around
60 000 Victorians who don the yellow uniform to turn
out for the CFA. No other state in Australia boasts such
a large number of citizens who make up the core of its
firefighting defences. We know that we are in one of
the most bushfire-prone regions on the planet.
As the house is aware, last year I signed an agreement
to share Victoria’s information and knowledge with the
state of California because California faces the same
problems that we face here. When we explained how
our fire services owe such a debt to their volunteer
brigades, the Americans were amazed. We are the envy
of many as we cope with a changing climate that means
extreme weather, such as fire and floods, will become
more severe and more frequent.
In my role as Minister for Emergency Services I have
travelled to every region of the state to meet with CFA
brigades to see what the state government can do to
help them do their difficult job. I have made dozens and
dozens of visits to fire stations, firegrounds, training
colleges, championships, graduations and receptions.
One of the responsibilities and privileges I have
enjoyed the most has been to shake the hands of and
award medals to scores of volunteers and career
firefighters to acknowledge the outstanding services
they have given to the community. Many have served
for decades, and the pride they take in a job well done is
something money cannot buy. The Andrews Labor
government is committed to making sure that our fire
services function properly and that the efforts of all
involved are acknowledged and respected.
Last year we made two key appointments which will
shape the CFA for many years. We recruited former top
police officer, Lucinda Nolan, to be the CFA’s new
CEO. I work closely with Ms Nolan. She is a creative,
dynamic, modern and committed leader who will create
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a stronger service, which in the end is about improving
Victoria’s protection and safety. Chief officer Joe
Buffone is another outstanding leader who has vast fire
operational experience. He knows what it takes to bring
out the best in all our firefighters. The CFA is in very
good hands as it heads down the path of progress and
change. Change is not easy, but it is essential.
We return to where we started. There has been no
agreement reached in this matter. Negotiations
continue. They have been long, and some may say they
have been arduous. However, here we stand with no
agreement. The only agreement that will be reached is
one that respects both paid and volunteer firefighters.
Firefighters perform an important and often dangerous
job for the community. It is right that career firefighters
get proper wages and employment conditions. We
respect the role that unions play in pursuing those
conditions for their members.
The CFA and the government are committed to getting
a new, balanced agreement that delivers for career and
volunteer firefighters and, most importantly, provides a
world-class fire service to the Victorian people that
keeps them safe. This is not the time to create political
footballs of our fire services. This is the time to stand
together in support of our career and volunteer
firefighters. While these have been long and difficult
negotiations, the negotiations will only conclude with
an agreement that provides respect to those tens of
thousands of people — people who we have all met and
who we are proud to say form part of our community.
Only an agreement that respects that across our
community will be entered into by this government.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — It is a pleasure to
join the debate and to support the member for
Gembrook in his matter of public importance (MPI)
before the house. I put on the record what a great job he
is doing as the Shadow Minister for Emergency
Services. He is actually continuing the tradition from
this side — joint parties of people who are very
supportive of the Country Fire Authority (CFA). The
previous minister, Kim Wells, the member for
Rowville, and Peter Ryan, the former member for
Gippsland South, both did a lot of work for the CFA
when they were ministers, and the member for
Gembrook is continuing that great work.
I say to the minister that her words of support for the
CFA will be hollow words if she does not actually back
them up by ruling out the most contentious clauses in
the enterprise bargaining agreement (EBA) discussions.
The volunteers are relying on her to stand up to the
Premier, to stand up to United Firefighters Union
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(UFU) secretary, Peter Marshall, and to stand up the
UFU on behalf of the volunteers.
I was here with a number of my colleagues, including
the member for Gembrook and the Leader of the
Opposition, a few Saturdays ago when 421 fire
appliances drove past the steps of Parliament House —
something that was organised at about 24 hours notice
to raise this issue and to make sure that particularly
those who sit on that side of the house understood how
important this issue is to the volunteers. One of the
things they actually did was to bring flowers along for
the minister because they believed that she was going to
stand up for them and do the right thing by them as
volunteers and not back the Premier and the UFU on
this particular issue.
Graeme Jilbert from the Swan Hill brigade, who is
actually the vice-president of the Volunteer Fire
Brigades Victoria (VFBV), brought along some
chocolates. I am not sure if the volunteers on the steps
ate the chocolates or whether the minister actually got
the chocolates from Graeme, but he brought those
chocolates along because he had great faith in the
minister that she would do the right thing by the
volunteers. I ask that she not let the volunteers down on
this particular issue.
Today is actually International Firefighters Day, so it is
interesting that we are having this debate on this
particular day. International Firefighters Day was set up
after the tragic loss of five lives in Victoria in 1999 at
the Linton fire burnover, so today is a special day for
firefighters. We need to keep that in mind as part of this
debate.
My very first role in public life as a 19-year-old was as
secretary of the Jarklin volunteer fire brigade. When I
bought my own farm I moved and was a member of the
Yando fire brigade. I was on the roster there, taking the
truck out and doing all the things you do as a
firefighter. When I was elected to Parliament I had the
pleasure of attending a dinner at Boort for the Yando
fire brigade, where two of my neighbours received
service medals for being volunteers for the fire brigade
for 65 years. They had been in the fire brigade their
whole lives, since it was formed back in the mid-1940s.
The point I am coming to is that since the mid-1940s
the CFA has been a volunteer organisation, supported
by paid CFA staff. It was born in volunteerism and it
will continue in volunteerism. Our communities rely on
those volunteers to make sure we are safe from fire.
There are no paid firefighters living in my electorate.
There are no career firefighters living in my electorate.
If we have the situation of a house fire in Swan Hill,
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with the new rules and this enterprise bargaining
agreement, the volunteer firefighters of the Swan Hill
brigade are going to have to stand there for more than
2 hours while the paid firefighters drive from Bendigo
or drive from Mildura, which is more than 2 hours
away in both directions.
I know that people on the other side are saying that that
is ridiculous. Yes, it is absolutely ridiculous. But they
are the words that are on the page. Volunteer
firefighters will not be able to lift a hose until seven
paid firefighters turn up at the fire scene. For
somewhere like Swan Hill, Echuca or Kerang, let alone
smaller towns like Ultima or Gunbower, that is just
absolutely crazy. That is one of the clauses the Minister
for Emergency Services needs to rule out. She needs to
stop saying there has been no agreement reached yet,
because people are worried. The volunteers are worried
that they will not be able to do their job and the
community is worried that the volunteers will not be
able to do their job. The issue around that is a real
problem for the communities that I represent and right
across country Victoria, as is this consultative
committee.
The consultative committee in the Metropolitan Fire
Brigade, according to the fire services report, is not
working and should not be included in the enterprise
bargaining agreement for the CFA. The last thing we
want is the United Firefighters Union and Peter
Marshall having the right of veto over management
decisions that impact on our volunteers and their ability
to deliver the services they deliver to our community.
The volunteer charter, something that is set out in black
and white, has been owned by both sides of politics. I
would hope that the minister and those who speak for
the other side would recommit to this charter but also
recommit to making sure they will actually abide by it.
It is not just about the charter itself; it is about making
sure they abide by it. It says that the volunteer charter:
… is an agreed commitment by the state of Victoria, CFA and
VFBV on behalf of CFA volunteers to each other —

that it will be a volunteer organisation. It goes on to say
that:
… policy development and change should always be
considered in terms of its potential to support and facilitate
the volunteer contribution and the particular situation of local
brigades …

It goes on further to say that the elected representatives
of the VFBV will be consulted on changes into the
future.

1849

The secretary of the UFU got to meet with the Premier,
but I have noticed that he has not been tripping over
himself to meet with the volunteers on this particular
issue. This matter is of real concern to the communities.
We have all had lots of emails; I have had quite a few.
One was from someone in the Dumbalk brigade in the
electorate of the member for Gippsland South. He has a
great name — Barry Auchterlonie — and is a
firefighter down there. He said:
Volunteers devote their time and effort to supporting and
protecting their community, and many of the UFU’s demands
threaten the autonomy and efficacy in which we can continue
to do this job.

Colin James from Toolamba talks about the issues
facing the CFA. He said:
… the most recent being the ongoing intrusion of the UFU
into establishing policies that extend way beyond their charter
to represent career firefighters and to impose their influence
over the entire CFA.

I refer to the Montrose fire brigade. If this brigade is not
in the Deputy Premier’s electorate, it is very close to it,
and we know what an interesting relationship he has
with CFA volunteers in his electorate and the issue of
whether he told them the truth or not coming up to the
election. Craig Williamson of that brigade said:
This reported secret non-financial deal is a direct attack on the
operational ability of the Country Fire Authority leadership to
perform their legislative responsibilities, the volunteer system
and the Victorian community.

That comment is from a lieutenant in a brigade in the
Deputy Premier’s electorate.
Andrew Winter from Paynesville fire brigade in the
electorate of the member for Gippsland East wrote:
I cannot accept any clauses or agreement that ignores,
diminishes or takes away the control of the CFA and reduces
the role of volunteers in this world-class organisation.

Another email is from Mark Sandford from the Echuca
Village fire brigade in my own electorate. He said:
The management team of the CFA do a fantastic job and have
my full support; please don’t let the UFU dictate what they
can and can’t do.

They are just a sample of the emails we are all
receiving. Those volunteers are relying on the minister
to do the right thing by them, to abide by the charter, to
stick to what has been developed by both sides of
politics in Victoria and to support our volunteers and
that organisation. Minister, please rule out the most
contentious clauses so that our firefighters can focus on
doing what they do best, and that is fighting fires in the
community. Rule out the seven-up that have to come
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before firefighters can fight a fire. Rule out the right of
veto. Rule out all of those sorts of things that are going
to make it too hard for our volunteers to do their job in
the future.
I am really concerned that if this EBA is agreed to, if
the authority of the CFA is undermined and the strength
of the volunteers is undermined, our communities are
going to be at risk from fire in future, because there will
not be the surge capacity of volunteers to go and fight
not only the house fires or the small grassfires but the
major campaign fires. If you look at the number of
brigades that travel right across the state four and five
days at a time to attend our campaign fires, it is those
volunteers who are the core of that effort. We have got
to make sure that we do not lose that surge capacity and
lose that spirit of volunteerism here in Victoria because
the government wants to honour an IOU with the UFU
because of what it did in manning polling booths during
the last election. That is what this is all about: it is about
those firefighters who intimidated and bullied people at
polling booths.
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water) — I want to start today by
acknowledging the amazing passion, commitment and
care that both our volunteer and our career firefighters
bring to keeping Victorians safe, whether it is in
fighting grassfires, bushfires, structure fires, marine
fires or tyre fires. I would like to acknowledge all of
them, including — and especially today — firefighters
with the Department of Environment, Land, Water and
Planning (DELWP), Parks Victoria, water authorities
and the Environment Protection Authority Victoria.
Some of them are project firefighters; some of them are
employed by the departments, who give up their
summers and their time to fight major fires. Over the
last summer we saw environment department and
agency staff give hundreds of thousands of hours to
managing fires, particularly at Wye River.
I have had the absolute privilege as a local member and
as a minister, both this time and last time around when I
was the Minister for Community Services, to meet,
work with, offer support to and see firsthand the
amazing work that they all do.
I have been part of the Bellarine brigades for the past
14 years, whether it has been attending their dinners at
various openings and award meetings, whether it is in
fighting for and then going along to the opening of the
Ocean Grove station and its various iterations — a new
station that is now integrated, with 24-hour career staff
and volunteers working together — whether it was with
the new Geelong station or whether it was the recent
decision I made around enabling the Portarlington
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station to expand on Crown land in Portarlington. Then
there is the new Manningham station, the refurbished
Queenscliff station and the new equipment in Ocean
Grove and Wallington. In fact I will soon be visiting the
Wallington Country Fire Authority (CFA) to do a
handover of a truck.
As I said, I see our firefighters, whether they are career
or volunteer, out in our community each and every day,
not just fighting fires but supporting a whole range of
causes in our community. It has been a real pleasure to
have that interaction with them over the years.
I will now turn to this matter. In my view this matter
today should be that this house condemns those
opposite for running a scare campaign on issues they
know not to be true. It is a scare campaign that has the
possible impact of causing significant rifts that will
impact on the ground, the work and the cooperation
between our volunteers and career firefighters. In fact
over the last couple of weeks I have received a number
of emails from Bellarine. I have read and responded to
each and every one of the eight emails I have received
from those Bellarine firefighters or family members
who have written to me; I have responded to each and
every one of them to assure them that those opposite
are misleading them.
I have also spent a number of hours speaking to
volunteers and career firefighters in my electorate. I
have spoken to the first lieutenant of the Ocean Grove
brigade. The senior leadership team of the volunteers at
Ocean Grove said to me that this government needs to
get this deal done and that those opposite are
misleading the community and the volunteers in that
electorate. Volunteers are concerned. That is why I
speak to them when they contact me. I made it very
clear that what is being said by those opposite is
incorrect. In fact a number of the volunteers in my
community are out there themselves speaking to other
volunteers to say it is rubbish. It is complete rubbish
what is being said by those opposite.
I want to make it clear: in communities like Bellarine
we have volunteers who are career firefighters. We
have volunteers at the Ocean Grove brigade who are
career firefighters at the Geelong brigade. We have
career firefighters who are volunteers and volunteers
who are career firefighters. This is about integration and
relationships on the ground in order to fight fires. That
is what we do. I value each and every one of them. I
value every volunteer in my electorate, I value every
volunteer across the state and I value every career
firefighter for what they do, whether they are in
DELWP, Parks Victoria, the Country Fire Authority or
the Metropolitan Fire Brigade.
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Let us be clear about the facts: there is no deal; there is
an enterprise bargaining agreement (EBA) negotiation
process underway. The EBA negotiation that I was
recently involved in for my career firefighters was run
through — as it should be — Industrial Relations
Victoria (IRV). DEWLP, IRV, the Australian Workers
Union and the Commonwealth Public Sector Union
were involved in those negotiations; it was all done
through that process. There was a negotiation for those
career firefighters. Just like any other public sector
worker in this state, they are part of a fair bargaining
process. As the Minister for Industrial Relations said
today, we have got IRV and we have got it resourced in
order to manage EBA processes. They are negotiations.
This is about getting a fair deal, a deal that needs to be
done. We need to make sure that we have wages and
conditions resolved for all our public sector workers
and a fair deal for both our workforce and our
volunteers.
There is no intention, nor has there ever been, to impact
on volunteers. What we need to work out, and what
both the fire services review said and the emergency
management commissioner is working on, is how we
build greater integration between our fire services and
our paid workforce and our volunteer workforce, which
is so critical.
The only threat to volunteers and career firefighters is
those opposite, who cut out $66 million last time they
were in government and claimed there was no link
between firefighting and cancers. Over the years they
resisted presumptive legislation, fought and hid the
Fiskville issue and put at risk volunteers. All we saw
were funding cuts and a lack of investment in
presumptive legislation. We are investing in new
facilities and new equipment and in training and
support for our volunteers and our career firefighters. In
fact in the last budget I announced $74 million for
DELWP firefighters so that more project firefighters
would be available for bushfires and for planned
burning.
I had the absolute privilege at Christmas time to spend
hours and days on end at the incident control centres in
Colac and Wye River, supporting and working not only
with the staff from the environment department but also
with both CFA volunteers and career staff. I can tell
those opposite that they might try to create a whole lot
of problems and have a scare campaign, but on the
ground people work side by side in the interests of the
community. In aircraft management the CFA volunteer
and paid staff work side by side, making decisions
around where aircraft should go and around logistics
and firefighting. Volunteers and paid staff work side by
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side. That is the reality; that is the integrated service we
need.
We need to value and to continue to value our
volunteers. We need to acknowledge and value our
career firefighters. They are critical for a future in
fighting bushfires. We know we are going to have a
higher risk of bushfires in the years to come; we know
we are going to be drier and we are going to be hotter.
We need to make sure that on the ground our volunteers
are working side by side with our career firefighters,
whether they are in the CFA or whether they are in the
environment department and agencies. We need to
know they are working side by side in our incident
control centres, in our regional control centres and in
the state control centre. Every time I walk into
8 Nicholson Street there are volunteers and paid staff
working side by side in order to keep Victorians safe.
On this side of the house we are interested in making
sure our volunteer staff have the training, the skills, the
equipment and the presumptive legislation that are
about supporting them into the future. On this side we
are committed to getting a fair deal like with every
other public sector worker through the EBA processes
that we do day in, day out. This is about a fair deal for
Victorians, a fair deal for our volunteers and a fair deal
for our career firefighters. Those opposite may not have
been able to achieve it, but on this side of the house we
can achieve it, we will achieve it and we will continue
to build an integrated fire service system in Victoria for
the benefit of all Victorians.
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — I rise to speak on the
matter of public importance proposed by the member
for Gembrook, and I do so on behalf of the Ripon
electorate’s Country Fire Authority (CFA) firefighters,
brigade administrative support officers and other
support staff. Ripon is home to some of the most
fire-prone country in the world, from the Grampians
region that seems to burn somewhere almost every year
to the western environs of Ballarat that burnt this year
at the Mount Bolton fires. Those of us in Ripon live
surrounded by fire risk. We also live surrounded by
90-plus CFA brigades, rural and urban, which keep us
safe from fire. They also attend car accidents, floods
and other emergencies where there is no State
Emergency Service unit available.
All of Ripon’s fire brigades are volunteer brigades;
there are no paid firefighters in Ripon’s brigades. This
is how it must be; the population density in most of
Ripon and the nature of the fire season is such that paid
fire stations operating across large rural areas will never
work. So the proposed CFA enterprise bargaining
agreement (EBA) is of particular concern to the
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firefighters of Ripon and the whole community. Any
moves by the government to sign an EBA for paid
firefighters that is not supported by CFA volunteers,
including by individual brigades and their peak body,
Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria, puts at risk lives and
property in Ripon.
We are really here today because the Premier is
bullying his Minister for Emergency Services. The Age
editorial of last Saturday got it right. It says:
For generations, and through terrible tragedies, firefighters in
this state have garnered tremendous goodwill. The UFU’s —

United Firefighters Union’s —
demands, though, are testing the limits of that goodwill.
Stubbornness can be appropriate when it is for a worthy
cause. Pigheadedness stemming from a quest for power is
not.
Mr Andrews needs to wake up to himself. Behave like a
leader and stop kowtowing to unions.

He also needs to stop bullying his minister. The
minister has to come into this place day after day and
attempt to answer our questions because she cannot
resolve the negotiations. The Premier will not let her
resolve them, because he wants to give in to the union’s
demands and she does not want to. So what does he do?
He just bullies her.
Today one of the things we should think about is
whether the clauses in this proposed EBA would breach
the Country Fire Authority Act 1958, because a few
parts of that act are pretty clear about the recognition of
the authority as a volunteer-based organisation. To the
extent that the EBA attacks that, one would have to say
that the EBA goes against the act. I particularly want to
talk about section 6F of the Country Fire Authority Act,
which says:
The Parliament recognises that the authority is first and
foremost a volunteer-based organisation, in which volunteer
officers and members are supported by employees in a fully
integrated manner.

This act was last amended by the Country Fire
Authority Amendment (Volunteer Charter) Act 2011. I
was looking at the debate on that bill, and I turned to
the contribution by the then member for Tarneit, the
now Treasurer and member for Werribee. He noted:
My very first post-university employed job was as an official
for what is now part of the United Firefighters Union.

Perhaps that explains a lot, because then he then went
on to say:
It amazes me to learn, from having spoken to many of the
volunteers in my community in Werribee, exactly what level
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of altruism must motivate people to become volunteer
firefighters.

He went on to say:
That level of contribution is quite outstanding.

And he went on to support the bill.
What did this bill do? It put into the act the volunteer
charter. I will come to that in a minute, but the
volunteer charter is now part of the act. Interestingly
that volunteer charter was — and I am sure somebody
from the other side will remind us of this — introduced
by the Bracks government, and then it was signed by
the Brumby government, but it was enshrined in
legislation by the Baillieu government. I say to the
Andrews government: it must recommit to this
volunteer charter. I note that the Andrews government
is the first government since the charter was introduced
that has not signed this charter. I think this tells us quite
a lot.
The then member for Tarneit went on to say that the
bill:
… enshrines in legislation an integrated approach to service
delivery, and that is critically important.

He concluded by saying:
The value of bipartisan support for this charter cannot be
understated.

I do not know where the current government has gone
wrong since then. At that time Labor members
understood that volunteers are the backbone of the CFA
and that we have to support them fully, but now they
have this proposed EBA with clauses such as one
providing that incident control cannot be by volunteers
if there are paid firefighters on the fireground. There are
uniform restrictions which are perplexing and which are
vexing the minds of many volunteers because they do
not understand why the professional firefighters must
have a significantly visually distinguishable uniform
that is only made available to them. Some aspects of
firefighter uniforms are pretty similar because they are
there to protect the firefighters. Is the Unighted
Firefighters Union saying that only its members should
get the appropriate kinds of uniforms? These are the
sorts of clauses that people worry about.
All the way through this process the volunteers are
concerned about control, and they have every right to
be when there are clauses such as 36.4, which requires
employees covered by the agreement to report only to
operational employees under the agreement. This limits
deputy group officers and other very experienced group

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Wednesday, 4 May 2016

ASSEMBLY

officers from controlling fire incident controls — and
that is what they do; that is their job.
There are other clauses in this proposed EBA. The
member for Gembrook mentioned clause 44.2.7 and
clause 83.5, which require seven professional
firefighters to attend a fireground incident before
firefighting commences. In my part of the world that
means that fires just do not get fought, everything will
burn, yet the government will not rule this out.
Those of us on this side of the house have been talking
about the CFA and recognising the need for
independence of the CFA for some time, and I quote
from the inaugural speech of Henry Bolte in 1947:
I appeal to all honourable members to try to bring about
greater freedom for the brigades … I am entirely in support of
the idea, and I think every member who represents a rural
area must also support it. To show how farcical the position is
I would point out that there are brigades with effective
equipment and plenty of manpower but without proper
authority.

This proposed EBA goes to the heart of the authority of
the CFA and its volunteer brigades. This will destroy
the CFA, and that is why, prior to the last election,
Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria in an advertisement
on 26 November said that Labor policy ‘has the
potential to destroy the CFA’.
In my inaugural speech I called on the government to
abandon this flawed attempt to pay off its union mates.
It has not done that, and as a result we have this terrible,
terrible situation where the volunteer fire brigades in
this state are under sustained attack. It is about time this
government just stopped, got rid of these clauses,
understood that they are a terrible problem and got on
with signing an EBA that does not hurt volunteers.
Mr HOWARD (Buninyong) — I am pleased to add
my comments to this so-called matter of public
importance (MPI). This MPI, which has been brought
on by the member for Gembrook, is somewhat of a
farce, because it is based entirely on misinformation
and it looks to promote misinformation more and more.
Coming after the contribution made by the member for
Ripon, who does not seem to understand where facts
start, is a concern, but let me start by showing how
ridiculous this debate has become. I will quote from a
letter to the editor in last Saturday’s Courier. The
author of the letter starts:
Can your readers imagine the following scenario? The
Ballarat volunteer fire brigade in Barkly Street ‘closed’. The
Wendouree volunteer brigade ‘closed’. The Sebastopol
volunteer fire brigade ‘closed’. The Buninyong volunteer fire
brigade ‘closed’.
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And on it goes, and says:
Plus hundreds of fire brigades throughout the state of Victoria
‘closed’.

Who was the author of this letter? None other than Paul
Jenkins, who of course was a member of this place who
retired because of ill health back in 1999. Yet Paul
Jenkins, Liberal Party member, loyal though he is to the
Liberal Party, still thinks that he represents the Liberal
Party in Ballarat, and he puts out letters to the editor
telling people across Ballarat that all of our volunteer
fire brigades across Ballarat are about to be closed
because of actions by the Andrews Labor government.
It just shows how stupid this debate has become,
because it is based entirely on misinformation.
Let us make it clear. Paul Jenkins is a retired MP
wanting to put his case. We heard the member for
Ripon talking about similar sorts of situations. She was
all woe, woe and woe, saying that all of our volunteer
fire brigades would not be able to attend fires and what
a disaster it was because all of these fires were burning
out of control. That is simply not the case, because this
misinformation is based upon suggestions that this
government has resolved an enterprise bargaining
agreement (EBA) with the United Firefighters Union
(UFU), and that clearly has not happened. There has
been no outcome on the EBA.
As members know, this EBA has been progressing
slowly since February 2015. We know there has been a
log of claims from the UFU, but there has been nothing
signed and no agreement has been struck. There has
been a lot of misinformation that has come out in recent
weeks. The opposition, as oppositions do, likes to get
its hands on anything it can to have a go at the
government, so what better than a misinformation
campaign around the Country Fire Authority (CFA).
We have heard from our minister today, as we have
heard from our minister on numerous occasions over
the term of this parliamentary sitting week and before,
that no EBA has been agreed to and no EBA will be
agreed to that is not fair and does not recognise the
rights of both the career firefighters, who might be
members of the UFU, and our volunteers. She has said
again that no agreement will be struck that
disadvantages our volunteers. We have heard that the
minister has regularly attended meetings with the CFA
across this state since she became a minister. She is a
great active minister. She has attended CFA events with
me out at Smythesdale. She has attended a range of
other events where we have handed over the keys to
new fire tankers and opened new fire stations. She has
also attended events where awards have been given to
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long-serving CFA volunteers. Clearly we appreciate the
work of the CFA.
Over my time in Parliament I have met with
representatives of all of my CFA brigades. At the
moment I have over 16 volunteer brigades in my
electorate. In my previous electorate of Ballarat East,
which also took in the area from Daylesford through to
Trentham and Kyneton, I had even more CFA brigades.
I have been very pleased to meet with those brigades on
many occasions and to be able to hand over keys to
new fire tankers, which the brigades have been able to
purchase with the support of the volunteer emergency
services equipment program funding that has come
from this government. The volunteer emergency
services equipment program has been a great program,
initiated under the Bracks government and continued
under this government.
I have been able to attend openings of new fire stations
on so many occasions, and I look forward, as a result of
funding from this government, to attending the opening
of a new Buninyong fire station in the not-too-distant
future.
I have also appreciated firsthand the value of the great
work that CFA firefighters did, because just ahead of
the 2006 election, in November I had a fire burning
across my own property in the Waubra area. It was a
very anxious day for me. I happened to be at an event in
Ballarat when I was called by my wife to say there was
a fire burning across our property. She was at home just
with our two children, who were under the age of five
years at the time. She was having to react to the fire,
which she had discovered started very near the front of
our property and on a very windy, north wind day. It
was quite an anxious moment. By the time I got to the
property I found that the fire had mostly burnt across it.
Thank heavens the CFA had been able to be out there.
At the time there were aircrews available to also help
deal with the fire. I was so impressed to see that not
only had neighbours come to assist but that something
like 10 different brigades attended my place on that day
and subsequent days to deal with the embers and to
ensure that the fires were effectively put out and not
allowed to continue to burn over the coming days. They
did a fantastic job on my place at the time.
Of course more recently I have been out to the
Scotsburn area following the December fire in that area
of my electorate. I heard firsthand from CFA members
of the great work that they did in very dangerous
circumstances when the wind direction changed during
the fire event and the fire took hold so quickly. They
did a great job in saving the lives of all people involved
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at the time and then in subsequent days both in
supporting the community and also helping out to
ensure that further works were done to address all the
issues that follow on after a fire in terms of education of
the community and so on. They did a great job.
It has been an honour for me over my years as a
member of Parliament representing firstly the Ballarat
East electorate and more recently the Buninyong
electorate to be involved with the terrific volunteers
who have supported our fire brigades from Ballarat to
Millbrook, from Meredith to Linton and in all the rural
communities across from there. I am delighted that as a
result of the Andrews government’s commitment of so
much funding to the CFA, both in the last budget and in
this budget, we have seen so much funding going to
supporting the volunteer emergency services equipment
program, which is so important to our brigades. They
did a great job with their own fundraising, but this helps
it to go much further, including assisting with the
purchase of 20 new trucks that were constructed at
Ballarat’s SEM Fire and Rescue. That has been a great
benefit not just to our fire brigades but to employment
in Ballarat.
This government is very much aware of the great job
that the CFA volunteers do and will continue to do for
many years to come. This government has supported
them in so many ways, and it will continue to support
them. The matter of public importance in front of us
today is, as I said at the beginning of my speech, a
farce. It is based on misinformation that the
conservatives wish to push for their own political ends.
They do not worry about facts.
The fact of the matter is, as I said, that no enterprise
bargaining agreement has been agreed to. We look
forward to finalising the EBA with our firefighters,
because whether they be career firefighters or volunteer
firefighters, they do a great job in supporting our
communities, helping to keep them safe from fire and
of course doing the other work that CFA volunteers do,
whether that be road rescue or other things some
members of the career fighter brigade do. They are
clearly strongly supported and will continue to be
supported by the Andrews Labor government.
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — I am pleased to rise
to join the debate on the matter of public importance
(MPI) submitted by the member for Gembrook. As
other speakers have said, the Country Fire Authority
(CFA) is first and foremost a volunteer organisation
and has been since just after the Second World War.
Around all of Victoria 60 000 volunteers not only get
out there 365 days a year to assist in fighting fires but
also do other great work in their local communities,
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such as fundraising for local events and really chipping
in and helping out.
The crux of this MPI is that the Premier and the
minister need to rule out these archaic and absurd
clauses that are in the proposed enterprise bargaining
agreement (EBA) that is before the CFA board from the
United Firefighters Union (UFU). The government is
saying that the coalition is spreading misinformation,
which is not correct. We have been quoting from the
source document, which is the EBA itself. The
government keeps saying that no agreement will be
struck that disadvantages volunteers. I also remember
this same government saying that not $1 in
compensation would be payable for not going ahead
with the east–west link, but we are only at $1.1 billion,
and counting, so you cannot take the word of these
people at all.
I will start with one particular clause of the EBA,
clause 44.2.7, which requires the presence of seven
firefighters on the fireground prior to the
commencement of operations save and except where
otherwise agreed between the UFU and CFA. I am
quoting from the direct source document, which is the
EBA document. That is what I am quoting from. That
is where all these things are coming from. They are not
coming from things that the member for Ripon
happened to make up in a dream last night. This is from
the source document. In fact, I say to the minister at the
table, the Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing,
that I would actually seek leave to table this source
document, the EBA.
Mr Foley — You don’t need to.
Mr KATOS — No! You are not listening. I sought
leave to table a document.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order! Is
the member seeking leave?
Mr Foley — I oppose it on principle.
Mr KATOS — There you go; it is opposed. So the
minister says it is — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
There is a process to go through.
Mr KATOS — There you go. The minister said it is
already publicly available. If it is already publicly
available and we have been quoting from this document
in all our contributions today, how on earth can any
government member say that we are spreading
misinformation? It is a publicly available document, as
the minister says. So we are quoting from this
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document. We are not making this up. We have not got
together this morning over a cup of herbal tea and
decided that we would do this.
As I said, clause 44.2.7 requires that there be seven
firefighters on the fireground. That would mean that
you would need to have seven career firefighters on the
fireground before volunteers can start fighting a fire. I
will put that into context. I do not have any integrated
stations in my electorate, but I have nine volunteer
stations. The closest to an integrated station is Belmont,
on the corner of Reynolds Road and Colac Road, which
is also known as the Princes Highway. Say, for
example, a fire broke out in Grossmans Road, Torquay.
That is 17.4 kilometres from the closest integrated
station. It is just coincidental that the Torquay CFA is in
Grossmans Road, Torquay. If a fire broke out in
Grossmans Road and those firefighters turned out, they
would be standing there literally holding their hoses,
waiting for the Belmont CFA to turn up, because under
this clause they would not be permitted to start until
seven firefighters were on the ground.
Another example is the Bellbrae CFA in School Road.
Incidentally this brigade is at a new station that the
coalition government funded with a half-million-dollar
commitment to the people of Bellbrae. If a fire broke
out in School Road, Bellbrae — for example, at the
Bellbrae Primary School; I do not wish that upon the
primary school and I certainly would not want that, but
I am just using an example — it is 18.5 kilometres from
the Belmont CFA.
The school is next door to the Bellbrae CFA, so again
those volunteer firefighters would be standing there
holding their hoses, waiting for the integrated station
firefighters to turn up. It is absolutely ridiculous. It is
almost like it is out of this 1950s England closed shop,
with these absurd work practices.
The list of station wear is just ridiculous. The UFU
wants to be able to dictate that volunteer firefighters
cannot wear the same uniform as them. At an Anzac
Day ceremony or on Remembrance Day CFA
firefighters would not be able to wear the ceremonial
uniform, because the UFU might dictate that they
cannot. It beggars belief that in this modern day and
age, with our modern industrial relations and our
modern civilised society, we have these archaic, almost
caveman concepts. It is absolutely ridiculous.
The veto of the CFA board is the main point of
contention. The UFU wants to set up this consultative
committee to have the power to veto the decisions of
the CFA board. Where else in the public sector or
where else in the private sector would the union in
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negotiating with the employer then have the right to
veto the decision of management or the board? It does
not happen anywhere in the private sector. The only
other example is obviously the Metropolitan Fire
Brigade, which the minister herself has described as a
disaster.

absolutely absurd what this EBA is proposing.
Members on this side of the house have stated clearly
that we have no issue with the government negotiating
in good faith with the union, but absurd, ridiculous,
archaic conditions or clauses such as this need to be
ruled out immediately by the Premier and the minister.

It is absolutely ridiculous if you look at some of this
stuff — for example, union firefighters to only report to
other paid staff and not to volunteers when responding
to incidents. You might have a CFA controller, a
volunteer with 30 years of fire experience, attending a
fire, and they have got a UFU professional firefighter
who has had 6 months experience. The UFU firefighter
would not be able to take instructions from a volunteer
firefighter who has 30 years experience. This is
absolutely ridiculous. So 30 years of knowledge and
experience in fighting fires would be thrown out the
window. Two chains of command would be established
and we would have this absurd situation which is
actually dangerous. It just beggars belief. It is
absolutely crazy.

I give credit to the minister. To this point she has fought
hard, but it is clear now that we have a federal election
coming on that Bill Shorten has no doubt got on the
phone and said, ‘We don’t want these UFU guys
campaigning against us. Fix it, Daniel. We can’t have
them going out and campaigning against us and
donating to and supporting the Greens’. Because all of
a sudden that is what all of this is about.

The government’s commitment to get more women
into the CFA was mentioned earlier, which I think is a
very noble commitment and a good commitment. Yet
the UFU went to the court to prevent more women
from going into the CFA. This is caveman
knuckles-grinding-on-the-ground stuff. It is absolutely
ridiculous.
Another government commitment was a commitment
to a post-traumatic stress disorder trial. This just
demonstrates the mindset and mentality of Peter
Marshall and the UFU. I will quote a story from the
Herald Sun of 16 February, which says:
The post-traumatic stress disorder trial was promised by
Labor.
But in a letter to Emergency Management Victoria chief
Craig Lapsley, seen by the Herald Sun, Mr Marshall attacked
a plan to set up a trial at the Austin Hospital as a ‘repugnant
interference from an organisation that has no right to put in
place a commitment that was made by the Andrews
government to the UFU’.

So he is calling Emergency Management Victoria a
‘repugnant organisation’. It continues:
He says an organisation representing volunteer firefighters is
something ‘that we are neither interested in nor have any
involvement in’.

That just shows the mentality of the UFU. It is a clear
separation and takeover attack. Its clear role is to get rid
of every volunteer firefighter in this state. That is what
UFU officials want. They want absolute control and
they want paid firefighters in every station. It is

Ms WARD (Eltham) — I am pretty happy to rise on
this matter of public importance, because it is
absolutely true that the Country Fire Authority (CFA) is
very important and is worthy of being discussed in this
place. The CFA is very important to my community,
and it has been for a very long time.
As I was growing up in Research there were still the
remains of the 1967 fire that razed much of our
community. I think there were only about two houses
left. Many of the trees around my house still bore the
scars of that fire. I remember making sandwiches with
my mum and a bunch of other women in 1983 when
many members of my community went off to fight the
Ash Wednesday fires. The CFA is a very important part
of my community, and it is a part that I respect deeply.
I also want to talk about Black Saturday, where five
people I knew died in those fires — people I had grown
up with, people I had walked the streets of Research
with, people with whom I had spent a lot of time in my
childhood and knew as an adult. The CFA again played
a very important part in those fires, which is why I
think it is outrageous that those opposite would say that
members on this side of the house do not care about the
CFA and do not care about volunteers in the CFA. The
CFA plays an incredibly important part in my life, in
my community’s history and in the history of all
Victorians. We know the long history of this volunteer
fire service, and we know exactly how important it is to
our community. We respect CFA firefighters, and we
always have and we will continue to do so.
It is just petty politics to try to divide people on this. It
is absolutely disgusting that those opposite want to play
politics with something that is so important to people
and is something that people have a deep commitment
and attachment to. It is just unbelievable that those
opposite have such a deficit in the area of policy that
they have to play divisive politics in an attempt to split
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the CFA down the middle by getting them to fight over
something which does not exist. It just does not exist.
The enterprise bargaining agreement has not been
signed. There are still negotiations going on. The
attempt of those opposite to create a firestorm over this
issue is just a disgrace.
They should instead be participating towards a
resolution, not trying to upset people, concern people,
worry people and take people away from their
day-to-day lives and get them upset about an issue that
does not exist. It is just disgraceful that the politics of
those opposite has descended to such a low level. It is
absolutely terrible. The way that they demonise anyone
who stands up for this community is just terrible. Those
opposite care the least about this state. What they want
to do is demonise those who care the most about this
state and the people who live in it. That includes nurses,
paramedics, teachers and, yes, firefighters. I really think
those opposite need to have a good, hard look at
themselves, start to focus on policy and stop playing
divisive politics and trying to split this state. They
should just stop it.
We know that there are negotiations to be had. We
know that all of the parties in these negotiations care
about this state. They have a passionate interest in the
state. The CFA does, the volunteers do, the United
Firefighters Union does, the state government does, the
Premier does and the minister does. They all care about
this state, and they all want a good outcome. They just
have different ideas on how to get there, and that is
what negotiations are about. Negotiations are an
ongoing conversation. To try to hamper or hinder these
conversations with divisive politics is just plain stupid.
I want to congratulate and thank the former member for
Eltham for his role in securing $9.6 million for the new
Eltham CFA station in the 2010–11 budget. Thanks to
the hard work of the former member for Eltham, that
money was allocated to my community in the 2010–11
budget. It was allocated before the razor gang of the
coalition came in and decimated the Metropolitan Fire
Brigade and the CFA. Those opposite came in and
ripped out $66 million. That is what they ripped out,
and they have the temerity to tell us that we do not care
about our fire services. That is just crazy.
My community will not believe that. After spending
$9.6 million building a new CFA station, after a new
fire truck was delivered to Research last year and after
$50 000 was allocated in this budget to extend the CFA
station at Research, I think actions speak louder than
words. We have acted and shown how important our
emergency services are to this government and to our
community. We have acted. We do things; we get on
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with it. Unlike those opposite, we do not play divisive
politics, because that is all we have at our disposal. We
actually care about our communities, and we invest in
them.
Those opposite neglected our fire services for four
years when they were in government. For four years
they twiddled their thumbs and continued this idea of
divisive politics, which they have continued in
opposition.
Mr Nardella — They’re good at it.
Ms WARD — They are very good at it; they are
absolutely good at it. In fact it is the one thing that they
excel at, and it is an unfortunate skill to have, I can tell
you.
I also want to talk in the time I have left about Fiskville
and the very interesting history that has been unravelled
in relation to it. Fiskville has reinforced to me the
importance of the CFA and how emotionally connected
the CFA is to our communities and vice versa. What it
also shows relates to the member for Gembrook, who is
busy standing up, shouting to the rafters and carrying
on like a pork chop today. How long did he stay on the
Fiskville committee for?
Mr Edbrooke — How long?
Ms WARD — About 5 minutes.
Mr Edbrooke — Why?
Ms WARD — He was too busy. He was too busy to
stay on the Fiskville committee and actually learn about
the issues — the chemical pollution that happened at
Fiskville and the things that led to its closure. He was
too busy to actively contribute to that committee and to
contribute to our investigation. It was an important
investigation, and I commend the government for doing
it, because it has been very important to let both our
volunteer firefighters and our professional firefighters
know the extent of the pollution at Fiskville and what it
means for them — because the last thing that we want
is for our firefighters to have uncertainty. We want
them to be secure. That is exactly what those opposite
are providing — they are providing uncertainty through
their divisive politics.
Those opposite did not take any action on Fiskville. In
fact what they did was allow $6 million to go from
Bangholme to Fiskville, not to clean it up but to build
more buildings. They built more buildings at Fiskville.
They did not clean it up. So I just find it unbelievable
that they can stand here today and talk to us about how
they support our fire services and how important those
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services are. These are empty words — they are not
actions — and those opposite have not done anything to
seriously enhance our firefighters, whether they are
volunteer or whether they are professional. The
unbelievable hypocrisy of how those opposite present
themselves in this place is just terrible.
I welcome the $80 million that this government is
going to put into decommissioning and remediating
Fiskville, because I can tell you it is a mess. It is a mess
of pollution on that site, and I am glad that this
government has faced that, has recognised it and will
do something about it. I am also glad that we are
looking for a new facility for that district — that we are
looking for a new place where the CFA can train its
staff — because we know that the CFA does take
training seriously, that it does want to train volunteer
and professional firefighters and that it does want to
have a service that keeps not only the community safe
but also its firefighters. I welcome this government’s
contribution to that, I really do.
This is another example that highlights the investment,
the real money and the real energy that this government
and the Labor Party are prepared to put into our CFA. I
reiterate the point again: actions speak louder than
words. All that we have from those opposite are just
empty words to try to create division. We do not have a
real investment in our emergency services by those
opposite. What they want to do, because they are a
policy deficit zone, is create hysteria, drum people up
and make people afraid. That is the only way they think
they can get votes, because they have got nothing else
going for them. That is all they have got going for
them.
I want to say to the CFA volunteers in my electorate,
who are great people, who are fun people and who care
about their community — they do fun runs to raise
money for other services within the community, they
are there to help out on Anzac Day and they do a
variety of things in our community, along with fighting
fires — that they do have the support of this
government and that we do respect the work that they
do. Can I say on international Star Wars Day to my
CFA: may the fourth be with you.
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — It gives me pleasure to
rise to speak on the very important matter of public
importance proposed by the member for Gembrook.
Just to paint a picture from a local perspective in the
electorate of Morwell, over the past decade we have
had some of the most serious and complex sets of fires
in our region. I well remember in December 2006, only
a matter of weeks after the 2006 election, a fire that
emanated from Coopers Creek. It went through our
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district in the area of Toongabbie and Cowwarr and a
number of homes were lost. Unfortunately at that time
there was one fatality. It impressed on me straightaway,
even though I had known a number of Country Fire
Authority (CFA) personnel over a period of time, the
importance of the role our CFA volunteers and indeed
our career firefighters play in our communities in
incredibly difficult times. Post the fires in December
2006 a whole series of fires that have occurred in our
region have been enormously complex and large in
nature.
In my electorate we have two integrated fire stations in
Morwell and Traralgon. In discussing this issue I do not
think there would be anybody who would debate the
fact that career firefighters absolutely deserve fair pay
and conditions. That is not in dispute. But what is in
dispute — and this is certainly the feedback that I have
had from those involved in local fire services — is that
for the Premier to intervene in this enterprise bargaining
agreement (EBA) dispute, where there are serious
divisions that diminish the functions and powers of the
CFA, is simply unacceptable. Some might say, ‘That is
very well for you to say’, but this is the theme that is
coming through from a number of people who have
written directly to the Premier and to the Minister for
Emergency Services and copied me into the
correspondence. It has been in local media reports as
well.
An article in the Latrobe Valley Express of 2 May this
year, under the heading ‘Volunteer fears’, says:
District 27’s volunteer firefighters say they have been left in
the dark while enterprise bargaining agreement negotiations
continue with their paid counterparts.
As details of a draft agreement were leaked in recent weeks,
volunteer firies have raised concerns regarding what the
implications would be for their services.
It is understood the agreement with the United Firefighters
Union would see a string of changes to current volunteer
practices.
This is of concern to local volunteers, who say while they
support the paid firefighters’ quest for better pay conditions,
they do not support a proposed shift in governance.
‘It’s when it impacts the volunteers and their job, that’s where
the issue lies’, Yallourn North Fire Brigade volunteer Lance
King told the Express.

That is just one example of a local perspective.
Andrew Ford from Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria
was also quoted in this article. He is reported to have
said:
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… VFBV would not agree to surrender proper management
and operational functions or ‘to marginalise volunteers as the
union demanded’.
‘It has become clear to volunteers that the Premier went
behind the minister’s back and reached a deal with UFU
branch secretary Peter Marshall which gives the union
virtually all it wants’ …

In terms of that response and that article, it is mindful to
reflect on some other significant incidents that have
occurred in my electorate over these past years. I think
we have students from Boolarra Primary School and
Thorpdale Primary School in the gallery today. Their
community was impacted severely by bushfires in
January 2009 — not the Black Saturday bushfires but
the January fires in 2009. The Boolarra community, led
by its CFA captain, Todd Birkbeck, did an amazing job
in protecting the community. It is very hard to describe;
you had to be there to see how close this fire came to
destroying the town. The volunteers in that brigade and
surrounding brigades did an amazing job in protecting
the community. Having said that, a number of homes
were lost in that community and that was obviously
devastating for those families. At the same time the
Yinnar community was impacted by those fires.
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volunteer members through resignation en masse.
Furthermore, I am completely disgusted in the way the CFA
logo is being covered up with the UFU log. Volunteer
firefighters are then asked to drive these appliances to
community events and emergencies.
As volunteers, we love our CFA and will always serve
diligently. The logo is our pride. I will be asking other
members not to accept a CFA vehicle which bares such
markings on community events.

In the last couple of days I received another email —
again it was addressed to the Premier — this time from
Lieutenant John Holland of the Morwell fire brigade. In
this correspondence John Holland, as a senior volunteer
officer, expressed his personal dismay at these matters.
I will read out part of his email, which says:
There is considerable disquiet within the volunteer ranks and
if things turn out with the UFU EBA as reported, volunteers
will be made redundant, especially at integrated stations such
as Morwell. The current staff at Morwell are quite good to
work with; however, if the rules change, they will have little
choice and will have to work within their EBA. I fear that this
would lead to quite a number of our members leaving the
CFA as they will not feel valued or needed, which would be a
great shame to say the least. We are currently fighting an
uphill battle to keep our members engaged and feeling valued
as it is.

We all well remember the terrible fires of February
2009, the Black Saturday bushfires. Again, our
community was severely hit by those devastating fires.
To contemplate now that 173 lives were lost across our
state during that fire is hard to fathom. Unfortunately a
number of local fatalities occurred and hundreds of
homes were lost. It was just awful. In more recent times
we have had the Hazelwood mine fire, a fire that ran for
45 days and created the most horrendous conditions.
Career firefighters, volunteer firefighters, all agencies
and departments — local, statewide, and firefighters
from interstate and overseas — came to support each
other during those difficult times.

He goes on to say:

The point I am making is that the respect for our
firefighters in the community — and I do not
differentiate between career and volunteer firefighters
in this — is enormous, particularly given what they
have been through in the past decade. There is not one
iota of doubt about that.

I cannot remember who it was who was speaking
recently who mentioned attending CFA functions and
events. It is one of the privileges and thrills of being
members of Parliament. Each time you go to these
events or award ceremonies, the volunteers say how
proud they are to be part of a CFA family. Indeed the
volunteers themselves can only do what they do with
the support of family and friends. In my view, there is
no more noble profession or volunteerism than that
which occurs within our community. For people to take
massive chunks out of their personal lives to serve and
protect our communities is a noble profession. I was
pleased that when the coalition was in government it
was able to invest substantially in a whole range of
station upgrades and in new vehicles across our CFA
community. But might I say that the message to the
Premier is loud and clear: do not diminish the functions

I have received further comments from CFA volunteers
on the EBA dispute. One comes from the captain of the
Traralgon East fire brigade, who sent an email to the
Premier and to the minister, amongst others, including
me. I will not read out his whole email; I will just read
the penultimate paragraph in which he said:
As a volunteer of 17 years and a current captain, I have grave
fears of our CFA and I truly believe that our summer surge
capacity and the public are at risk. If the UFU is successful on
obtaining these requests, the CFA will lose many of its

Finally, if our Premier caves in to all the UFU demands, good
luck with the future of the CFA. I have had over 30 years
service with CFA and I am deeply concerned, not so much for
me, but for our next generation of volunteers coming through.
I have made lifelong friends over the years involved and have
enjoyed all of my time serving the community (well, almost
all).

They are not my words, they are not the words of
coalition members, they are the words of our volunteers
at ground level, many of whom have given decades of
service to our community.
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and powers of the CFA and make sure you respect our
CFA volunteers.
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — I rise to speak on the
matter of public importance. I quote the honourable
member for Gembrook, who said, ‘I am going to talk
about the politics of this’. That is all the honourable
members from the other side of the house are talking
about. They are talking about the politics and are pitting
against each other and dividing the volunteers and the
paid firefighters. They are causing divisions within the
firefighting services not because it is going to benefit
the volunteers and not because it is going to benefit the
career firefighters but because they want the political
benefit of volunteers supporting them.
If you have a look at what this process is all about, you
see that the process is about the United Firefighters
Union (UFU) negotiating its log of claims, and I will
come back to talk about the honourable member for
Gembrook, who does not understand the difference
between a log of claims and an enterprise bargaining
agreement (EBA). I will go through that, although I
might have to do it in crayon so he gets to understand it.
I will do that for him. This issue is about the union
negotiating its EBA through a log of claims that it has
put forward — and honourable members have referred
to that log of claims — to sort this out. What are we
sorting out? We are sorting out the mess that was left to
us by the Geoff Shaw government, by the legacy of the
Geoff Shaw Liberal-Nationals party government that
could not negotiate an EBA with a union to save its life.
In actual fact it lost government because it could not
negotiate EBAs not only with the UFU and the
firefighters but with the ambulance officers and other
workers represented by unions in its four long, dark
years of empty government on this side of the house.
We are sorting out this mess.
Let me explain to honourable members on that side of
the house what a log of claims is and what an EBA is.
A log of claims is what the employees and the union
put before the employer and say, ‘These are the things
that we would like to have. This is an ambit claim that
we have that we are putting to the employer’. It is then
up to the employer through negotiations to say either,
‘Yes, we want this’, or, ‘No, this is not acceptable’ and
to negotiate that through. From the way that the
honourable member for Gembrook has been speaking it
is as though the EBA is the log of claims and the log of
claims has been put in place as an EBA. He has no
understanding of what happens. He spent 15 minutes
talking politics, telling untruths and not putting to this
house the reality of what is in actual fact on EBA and a
log of claims.
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We have this situation where members of the Liberal
and National parties believe that this is the way they are
going to get back onto this side of the house — by
causing these divisions and by sending out emails and
propositions to volunteers that are absolutely false. We
have documents from the Mr Simon Ramsay, a
member of Legislative Council, who is part of this
process of geeing up the volunteers, of getting people to
come to Parliament, of opposing the career
firefighters — the paid firefighters — and of spreading
those untruths that cause these divisions. Honourable
members can see this; all they need to do is contact a
volunteer fire brigade officer, one of the volunteers,
because it has been emailed to them.
Then we have other information from the Leader of
The Nationals. He came in here today, and what did he
say? I will repeat what he said to this house. He said, ‘If
I have a fire in Swan Hill, I then have to wait 2 hours
for a crew of seven to come from Bendigo to go up to
Swan Hill to put out the fire’. That is what he said. This
mistruth, these outrageous statements that have been
made by the Leader of The Nationals, is what this is all
about. This political campaign is from the Liberal and
National parties, whose members have not had an
original policy or idea in their heads for the last
18 months. All members opposite want to do is cause
division and cause the volunteers to fight the career
firefighters, not to work in partnership. It is all about
division.
It is all about those on the other side making sure of
their position. What were they doing? The Leader of
The Nationals said it. He said, ‘I was out the front with
the volunteers. I got the photo opportunity; I got the
video going’. He had the honourable member for Kew
out there, I suppose, with the video camera. He turned it
around and took a couple of selfies as well, then it was
over to the Leader of the Opposition. That is what this
is all about. That is what this matter before the house is
all about. It is all about division and all about their
political fortunes.
We are not going to put up with it. We are fixing up
their mess. We are sitting down with the union to try
and sort out the mess that opposition members left. To
say that these negotiations are easy is wrong. They are
not easy, but I tell you what: we are all genuine on this
side of the house about trying to sort this out, but
sorting it out means respecting the role of volunteers
and making sure that volunteers are taken into
consideration in these negotiations. It also means
respecting the role and the right of the UFU to negotiate
on behalf of its members — and one of the things those
on the other side of the house in the Liberal Party and
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the National Party have never respected is the role of
trade unions in our society and in our community.
They do not believe in trade unions. The member for
South Barwon said that this is all about the 1950s. Does
the member for Eltham remember him saying that?
This is all about the dark days — they were his
words — of the 1950s, where you had trade unions, the
representatives of the workers, discussing their
conditions and salaries with the employer. Those
opposite opposed that. At every opportunity they
oppose trade unions negotiating for and representing
their members and oppose workers out in the field who
are trying to get the best for their members.
We do not believe in this divisive and conflictual
campaign — this negative, nasty campaign against paid
career firefighters here in Victoria. Instead of using
their good offices and their good reputation — what is
left of it after the Geoff Shaw government was
defeated — to actually get the parties together and sort
this out, those opposite are all about division. Not only
are they about creating divisions in the firefighter area,
but they are also about creating divisions within our
society and within our communities. They stand
condemned for bringing this matter of public
importance before the house. They stand condemned
because they have not got any solutions. They have no
way of sorting through these difficult, complex issues.
All they want to do is to be in front of a video camera.
All they want is a camera taking photos of the member
for Gembrook and the Leader of the Opposition out
there supposedly being on the side of volunteers, but
nowhere on the side of the paid firefighters who should
also be respected.
Mr PAYNTER (Bass) — Well, that just continues a
very, very bad day for the member for Melton after his
disgraceful comment today during question time about
the three young girls in Lakes Entrance needing to call
000. I can tell you one call he needs to make to 000 —
he needs to call 000 to get a paramedic, because from
the way he is behaving in this chamber I do not think he
is very far off needing a paramedic himself. In fact
when I was elected to Parliament he was sitting over
there. He is now sitting further over there. I think his
next seat will be in the public gallery, because that is
where the member for Melton is heading. After his
contribution today I can say that that is a wasted
10 minutes of my life.
Prior to that we heard from the member for Eltham. It is
always interesting to follow the member for Eltham and
some of her comments, but let me just pick up on one
thing that she said about what she told her Country Fire
Authority (CFA) members. I can give one suggestion to
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the member for Eltham: why does she not go out to the
CFA stations and listen to the 60 000 volunteers instead
of going to the station and telling them what to do.
Because what she is telling them is that the United
Firefighters Union is looking to take over the CFA and
that the union is proudly supported by this government.
Let me take a little step back in time to a time when the
coalition government, as it did in the past, will today
and will in the future, proudly supported our CFA, and
in particular our 60 000 volunteers who have proudly
served the CFA and continue to do so. Of course when
you grow up in a small town like Pakenham the CFA is
its heart and soul, and it continues to be the heart and
soul of small country towns throughout Victoria today.
I can remember a couple of situations in my lifetime
where the CFA took on the mantle of protectors of our
local community. I hark back to 1983 and the Ash
Wednesday fires. What a tragic moment that was for
the state of Victoria, where we lost 75 lives and would
have lost hundreds, if not thousands, more if it had not
been for our treasured CFA.
I can remember working in the city at that time. I
caught the last train home to Pakenham. Smoke was
filling the air and the train was stopped at Officer. We
thought that we probably were not going to get through
to Pakenham, but luckily we did. I met dad at the
newsagency. The town was covered by smoke and
there was an air of anxiety amongst our volunteer CFA
members who had reached the station earlier in the day
to attend fires right throughout the district. It was
certainly a town on high alert. We looked to our CFA
members then, as we do today, to act above and beyond
what any member of the public should do. But they did
it and they did it proudly, and they do it to this day and
will continue to do so.
Later on that night there was a famous boxing match
being held at the Melbourne town hall. There was the
great Barry Michael fighting Frankie Ropis. I will never
forget turning to Dad at about 10.00 p.m. in about
round 8 and I said, ‘Dad, perhaps we should be making
a call and seeing if we should vacate the premises’, and
he said, ‘Mate, I’m not leaving this TV until this fight’s
done’. So there was no way in the world that we were
going to leave our house watching Barry Michael
overtake Frankie Ropis in the late rounds of that great
fight at the Melbourne town hall in 1983. Certain things
sit in your mind and that was certainly one of them,
because we knew with great comfort that we were
surrounded by our wonderful CFA volunteers who
would protect our community.
Then of course a few years later we did have a house
fire, and I can remember to this day when the CFA
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turned up we were out on the footpath and within an
instant its volunteers had jumped up on the roof, taken
off some roof tiles and put the fire out in one of the
bedrooms. Again, it was CFA volunteers that proudly
were called into action.
Of course in more recent times there have been the
Black Saturday bushfires. What a tragic day for the
state of Victoria where we lost 173 lives. At the time, I
was living in Beaconsfield Upper, one of the areas that
was ravaged by fire, and with 45-degree heat I was
certainly looking for some guidance on that particular
day. I had the family at home, and we were gravely
concerned. It was not until the CFA turned up that day
that we were provided with advice and guidance, and to
this day I thank the CFA. This is echoed in the
Pakenham township and surrounding areas and around
the state of Victoria.
Townships like Pakenham and many other
communities throughout Victoria hold their CFA units
in the highest of esteem. Back in the days in Pakenham
the siren would be sounded at 7.00 p.m. on a
Wednesday night and again at 10.00 a.m. on a Sunday
morning just to make sure things were in order. We
knew back then that the CFA was the protector of our
community, and it was highly respected in our area.
Families like the Ramsdales, the Websters and the
Marshalls come to mind when I talk about or think of
the CFA volunteers.
The reason I mention that and a little bit of history is to
make a point that the 60 000 CFA volunteers in
Victoria today feel as if they are under threat from this
government. This government that has been supported
and will continue to be supported by the United
Firefighters Union (UFU) has shown itself to be
subservient to a union that is putting demands on the
CFA which are completely untenable and for which we
cannot stand. That is why this coalition opposition is
proudly standing up for our CFA volunteers today.
I note that the Minister for Emergency Services has
shown some support for the CFA, but she has not been
supported at all by the Premier, who has organised side
meetings with the UFU secretary, Peter Marshall. He
has gone behind the minister’s back, which is another
issue for the government to deal with. Again today in
question time the Minister for Industrial Relations
refused to answer a question about whether she was at
that meeting as well, so obviously there is a bit of
turmoil in the government.
The heart of the subject, however, is that by allowing
certain conditions in this enterprise bargaining
agreement (EBA) to even be discussed, the government
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is refusing to show support for CFA volunteers. It is not
ruling out the most ridiculous clauses in this EBA to
date. It is refusing to rule them out. However, I think it
is important that we remind this government what the
CFA is all about. Members do not need to look any
further than section 6F of the Country Fire Authority
Act 1958, which clearly states:
The Parliament recognises that the authority is first and
foremost a volunteer-based organisation, in which volunteer
officers and members are supported by employees in a fully
integrated manner.

This EBA, if it is left to stand as it is, will place that
relationship in jeopardy. It will make the CFA
unworkable. It is totally disrespectful to all CFA
volunteers. Some changes need to be made. This EBA
cannot be supported. We are calling on the Minister for
Emergency Services, the Premier, the Minister for
Industrial Relations and this government as a whole to
not support this EBA but to support instead our CFA
volunteer firefighters, who have shown their support to
the state of Victoria for over 70 years
Mr R. SMITH (Warrandyte) — I wish to make a
small contribution to the debate on this matter. What I
would like to say is simply that it is very much the
government’s position that the member for Gembrook
is so good in his persuasive powers — I agree that he is
good, but I do not know if he is that good — that he can
persuade 60 000 volunteers to his way of thinking. The
government thinks he can persuade them that the words
in the enterprise bargaining agreement (EBA) do not
mean what they say they mean but that they instead
mean what the member for Gembrook is telling them
they mean. The government believes the member for
Gembrook is so good that he can get 421 fire
appliances brought into this city by the Country Fire
Authority (CFA) volunteers of this state because they
cannot understand the words that are in black and white
in this draft EBA. If that is the position of this
government — that the member for Gembrook has
persuaded 60 000 volunteers to his way of thinking,
even though the EBA does not say that — then I
congratulate the member for Gembrook, because that is
a very good job.
But the fact of the matter is that that is not the case. The
fact of the matter is that the member for Gembrook has
presented the lines of the EBA to the volunteers and
they have drawn their own conclusion. They have
drawn the conclusion that this government is trying to
pull the wool over their eyes and bring United
Firefighters Union control into the CFA, a proud
organisation that was brought into existence as a
volunteer organisation that is supposed to be supported
by paid members, not taken over by paid members. If
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the position of this government and the position of
those opposite is that the 60 000 volunteers cannot
work it out for themselves and are being led by this side
of the house because they do not even understand what
is there in black and white, that is an unreasonable
position. I say if the government says that the
agreement is not finalised, it should rule out those
unfair clauses.

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
Second reading
Debate resumed.
Ms COUZENS (Geelong) — As I said earlier, the
budget for Geelong is one of the best budgets I think I
have ever seen from a Labor government. Located at
Gordon TAFE in the city, the tech school will be a
significant development for Geelong. It will be a
state-of-the-art tech school that many of our young
people are already looking forward to attending. It is
the biggest ever investment in modernising, upgrading
and regenerating Geelong schools.
The Minister for Education was in Geelong some time
ago when we were running the education state forums.
He saw presentations from students from all the
secondary schools in my electorate. All of those
students had a say about what they thought needed to
happen in our education system. They praised their
teachers — they thought their teachers were
fantastic — but much of what they said was about the
environment in which they were learning. They thought
they needed a much better learning environment and
that governments needed to invest in their future. This
is exactly what the Minister for Education has done.
For example, Belmont High School — a great
school — has old buildings.
Mr Katos interjected.
Ms COUZENS — I know the member for South
Barwon went to Belmont high, so he has an attachment
to it. I am sure he is very happy that we committed to
Belmont high, as are the teachers and students. Belmont
high has very run-down buildings going back to the
1970s. The students there made it very clear that what
they wanted was a state-of-the-art learning
environment, which is exactly what we are going to
give them.
It is similar for Manifold Heights Primary School.
Funding has been provided for renovations to that
school’s toilet area to enable students to use the toilet
safely. That was a situation where there was an outside
door to the toilet block right next to a very low fence
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bordering the street, and there was always concern
about the safety of children because of predators who
may have been lurking in the street and may access the
toilet. I am very happy that we were able to provide the
funding to ensure that those children will always be
safe at that school.
Matthew Flinders Secondary Girls College is a fantastic
school in the heart of the Geelong CBD. It has very old
and historic buildings that need a lot of work. We have
committed to upgrading that school, particularly its
heritage areas which are really important to those
students. Then there is Oberon High School, which is
interesting because it is interested in looking at
consulting with its community about whether it stays in
that location or moves to Armstrong Creek. A lot of
work is being undertaken there. However, that will take
some time, so we have allocated funding to at least
keep that school at a reasonable maintenance level until
such time as a decision is made and that decision will
be made by the school community.
We had already committed to rebuilding Whittington
Primary School. That was a commitment that had been
previously made. What we have also committed to is
looking at building a community hub attached to the
school. The reason for the hub is that with the high
level of disadvantage in the Whittington community,
Whittington Primary School has played a vital role in
taking care of that community and providing the
services and support that young families need in that
area by running a playgroup to provide a connection
with the school because there are very few services in
the area. It is a very isolated area in the sense that there
is just one entrance and one exit, and we are looking at
that as well.
The community hub concept is fantastic. I and a
number of other people have looked at what has been
done in other areas, particularly disadvantaged areas,
with new hubs being built and attached to the schools.
We have taken that on board, and hopefully we will be
able to get the City of Greater Geelong on board. We
need it to share that load — —
An honourable member interjected.
Ms COUZENS — Now that we have
commissioners, perhaps we will get some positive
outcomes for Whittington and the Whittington Primary
School. The community hub is a very important
commitment for the people of Whittington. If we are
going to rebuild the school, we cannot lose the
community services that have been operating within
that community. There was a risk of that happening
because a new school would not have the same space as
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the old school has. It has been interesting in that the
school had identified that having a reading program
was not necessarily the best way to engage parents, so it
introduced an art program and it needed the space for
the art program. With the construction of a new school,
that space would not necessarily be available. There are
a whole range of things that Whittington Primary
School has been offering the community.
There are also the breakfast and lunch programs it
offers every day for every child. Again, we do not want
to see those things lost in that school community, and
the only way to do that is to build on that hub so that
the space is available. It would then incorporate some
of the other services that are not at the school but close
by, including the kindergarten, the day care centre and
the community centre. They would be incorporated into
the hub so that you have a real community hub
providing services for all of that community.
The funding in this budget will improve and cater for
growth, address disadvantage and ensure that those
Geelong schools in the worst condition are fixed. There
are a number of schools that are not as bad as the
schools I have already mentioned that we are going to
be funding out of this budget, but we will be working
towards funding all of those schools into the future. I
have to say that every secondary school in my
electorate has now been funded for an upgrade, and I
can only commend the Minister for Education on his
commitment to Geelong and the time he spent in
Geelong talking to schools, to parents and to the
community about what our education needs are. The
education state forum played a big role, and it was
fantastic to have so many parents, teachers and schools
involved in that commitment.
The government will also be contributing towards a
fit-out of the Geelong Plumbing Industry Climate
Action Centre in Breakwater, another significant
training component in Geelong that is really important.
There is already a climate action centre in Melbourne
that has been operating for some years. What it is doing
is training plumbers, and at some level electricians, on
the most modern and up-to-date environmentally
friendly solar panels and energy-efficient products that
people will want fitted. Plumbers, electricians and
people in those sorts of trades will need to learn how to
do that, so that plumbing centre is a great initiative for
Geelong.
Early learning centres also get a boost, with the
government investing $4.4 million to help struggling
regional kindergartens to keep operating and
$133 million to make sure parents can access free
maternal and child health services. Maternal and child
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health services are particularly interested in what
happens in our lower socio-economic communities.
One in particular is, again, Whittington, which has not
had that service for a very long time. Again, the City of
Greater Geelong for whatever reason saw that the
service was not working as well as it had hoped in that
area, so it moved it out to a neighbouring
neighbourhood. That meant that the parents of
Whittington did not have direct access to a maternal
and child healthcare centre. I thought that was quite an
unacceptable decision, but with the community hub
going in I am hoping that we will be able to get those
facilities back into the Whittington community to
ensure that parents have the support they need.
The budget invests $2.9 billion in our health system so
families in rural and regional Victoria have hospitals
and services they can rely on. This includes
$200 million for the Regional Health Infrastructure
Fund, which will ensure regional health services can get
the funds they need for local upgrades.
Again, health services are very important for Geelong.
Barwon Health is our main provider of health services
in the region, and we want to ensure that it can provide
those health services to all the people in Geelong and in
fact people right across the region. Barwon Health is
providing services not only to the people of Geelong
but right through to Colac. Colac has its own hospital,
but University Hospital Geelong provides a big
component of the health services people need in those
areas. I commend the minister on her commitment to
Geelong and to Barwon Health and to making sure that
people in Geelong have the best possible health
services they can get.
The other important factor for us in Geelong is the
family violence commitment. There is huge funding in
that area. Geelong has high levels of family violence —
there is no doubting that — but we have some amazing
systems already in place. Some of those have been
trialled in Geelong, and we want to build on those. I
have been working very closely with our family
violence services to ensure that, no. 1, they get a slice of
the pie when it comes out and also, no. 2, we are
providing the best possible services. Family violence
issues are really important, and I think the increase in
the number of police across the state is really
significant.
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — Clearly this is another
Labor budget that is true to its DNA: big taxing, big
spending, lacking in strategy and accompanied by loads
of spin. The Andrews government is failing to deal with
Victoria’s booming population. While Melbourne’s
congestion grows every day, there is no strategy to
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encourage people to move to and invest in our regions.
The regions are so important to Victoria’s economy,
because when the regions are doing well, Victoria does
well. Regional Victoria is well placed to welcome
population growth, but without a strong vision from this
government we will miss this opportunity. There is no
plan for jobs, infrastructure and growth, and this budget
shows it.
I just want to give a couple of quick snapshots, because
under this budget families and businesses will be worse
off. State taxes have jumped by $3.7 billion or 20.7 per
cent in just two years. Stamp duty has gone up by
$1.6 billion in just one year. Insurance taxes is another
one — up 3.6 per cent in 2016–17 to $1.2 billion. Land
taxes are increasing by 28.3 per cent in 2016–17. This
is evidenced, particularly the last one, on page 148 of
budget paper 5. This means there is less money in the
pockets of Victorian families to spend and for
businesses to invest. As I said, this is a big-spending,
big-taxing budget which is not good for families.
I notice that these apparent rivers of gold are certainly
well and truly flowing down in Geelong, but they are
not flowing in Eildon. Again, Eildon has virtually been
forgotten about; however, I had no expectation because
that is pretty well what happened last year as well, so
luckily I did not hold my breath. It is very clear to see
that other areas have been well looked after and that
regional Victoria has again been shunned.
Let us have a look at the bigger picture. Last year the
Victorian economy was riddled with the cancellation of
key strategic projects. These cancellations trashed our
brand and trashed our finances. Victoria’s reputation as
a state to do business went down the gurgler. We saw
the port of Hastings scrapped, and of course the
east–west link was also scrapped. We have a
government that is focused on ‘spend, spend, spend’. It
has lots of announcements, but they will not be
completed for a very long time.
Only today — and this is extremely timely, I would
have thought — an audit was handed down by the
Victorian Auditor-General’s Office entitled Managing
and Reporting on the Performance and Cost of Capital
Projects. Front and centre we can see that the level
crossing removal program had no business case. Again,
we see the spin that accompanies this government. It
has placed such importance on business cases in the
past. Now we see that it has six projects without a
business case. I am sure that none of those have gone to
Infrastructure Victoria either.
We know that before the 2014 election the then Leader
of the Opposition promised not to increase taxes or to
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impose any new ones. Of course that was just spin.
There is plenty of evidence of him putting his mouth
into gear and saying that, but then as soon as he got
elected he started to break those promises. It did not
take long.
I will just remind members about the 2015–16 budget.
Labor hiked the fire services property levy by 7.2 per
cent. It introduced a land tax surcharge for absentee
owners of 0.5 per cent and a stamp duty surcharge for
foreign buyers of 3 per cent. Building on that, this year
Labor has further hiked the land tax surcharge for
absentee owners to 1.5 per cent. That is a renters tax. It
has hiked the stamp duty surcharge for foreign buyers
to 7 per cent and tripled the brown coal tax. Where is
that going to end up? If Labor has tripled that tax, then
of course that is going to be passed on to families and to
consumers.
The fire services property levy got another slam — up
7.3 per cent, which means it has gone up 15 per cent.
Everybody who is a ratepayer will have that on their
bill, and they will pay more taxes — when the Premier
clearly said that Labor had no intention of doing that.
Now Labor is starting to qualify what ‘more taxes’
actually means, which is ‘not more taxes for these
people but more for those people’. Labor is being very
rubbery around the edges. As I said earlier, this
represents an increase in state taxes of 20.7 per cent
since the election. In two years, Labor has increased
taxes from $17.9 billion to $21.6 billion. That is a
$3.7 billion increase.
On top of that there is car registration. If members look
at the pre-election budget update compared to now,
they will see it is up 10.1 per cent — that is,
$140 million. Labor has continued to raid state entities.
This very much happened last year, and it has
continued to happen again this year.
I want to refer the house to page 26 of budget paper 5.
We can see that the Transport Accident Commission in
particular has gone from $342 million to $629 million
in the next year. That is an absolute hike. That is in the
2017–18 estimates. We see a big grab just before the
election in 2018. I went back and had a look at the same
table for the previous year and found that what was
estimated there was only $405 million. That has now
gone up to $629 million. That has been substantially
rejigged since the last budget. Labor really cannot hide
things. It really tries to hide things — slip things
through — and take these grabs, but it is doing so just
before the election so they have a little bit more money
to spend.
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The cost of the public sector is way up as well. From
the PEBU to now it has gone from $18.5 billion to
$21.3 billion. It is a very costly exercise running the
public service. It is vast. With all the nurses, police and
teachers, there is a lot in there. We see the total
government expenses increasing, but we know there are
no frontline increases. We did not see anything saying
how many more nurses there are going to be. We know
the costs of the public sector have increased because of
the pay deals. There have been massive pay increases in
the pay deals that have gone on behind closed doors,
which are payoffs for the last election.
I want to turn to the rural and regional budget
information paper, because it is very clear that this is
based on regional cities rather than supporting the
smaller rural communities. I represent smaller
communities. I have something like 40 towns in my
electorate. The largest towns are Healesville and
Mansfield, which have a population of only 7000 each.
I have all of these small communities. Let us have a
good look at the map that is in the rural and regional
papers, because it really highlights the big gap in the
Eildon electorate. I have one commitment from this
government in the Mansfield shire. It really does not
care.
I want to touch on the Country Fire Authority (CFA).
The estimated expenditure on it is down from last year.
We have heard the way that members of the
government have battled on and tried to defend their
attacks on the CFA. The CFA is at risk of being
overtaken by the United Firefighters Union (UFU), and
we have heard substantial debate on that over the past
few hours. The government has pulled money out of
the CFA.
The next area is also particularly interesting; it is
tourism. Tourism is extremely important in my
electorate. It has the High Country, the Yarra Valley
and the beautiful area around Marysville; everywhere in
my electorate is reliant on tourism. One of the
centrepieces of the government’s tourism strategy is the
$101 million for the Regional Tourism Infrastructure
Fund. How very misleading; this is spin city. Press
releases were distributed widely in country Victoria
about this $101 million, but in fact when you take out
the $48 million that has already been dedicated to the
Phillip Island penguin project, that is cut in half already.
The rest of the state only has a share in $51 million.
Government members are telling people all across the
state that they can have a share in this major tourism
infrastructure program, but the figure actually is only
half what they are purporting.
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In the portfolio of Aboriginal Affairs I note that there is
$8 million in funding for the Budg Bim project in
south-western Victoria. I am sure everyone in this
chamber is very keen to protect Aboriginal culture and
heritage, and certainly self-determination — it is all
good — but I would like to see that portfolio put some
action into the Healesville area, the Wurundjeri and in
particular the Galeena Beek property across the road
from the Healesville Sanctuary, because this is an
extremely sensitive and significant piece of Aboriginal
culture in Victoria, and it seems to be being ignored.
The minister has failed to meet with the Aboriginal
community despite their asking for a meeting on a
number of occasions.
In the portfolio of agriculture, farmers have been left in
the lurch for some time about what the government is
going to do about the fox and wild dog bounties. I am
pleased to see that the coalition’s extremely successful
fox bounty has continued. It eradicated some
320 000 foxes in our term of government. After
uncertainty about what would happen, the fox bounty
has continued; the wild dog bounty has not. The
government is saying aerial baiting has been doubled. It
pulled it out previously and now it has put it back in. I
like to see that that is there.
On roads in the bush, again the Premier is happy to
spend $1.1 billion to avoid building a road in the city.
But I am still lamenting the demise of the country roads
and bridges program, and what a great program that
was for the 40 rural shires that were able to share in that
$160 million, because it allowed them to get ahead.
This has gone now, at a time when the government has
put caps on council rate increases. The shires are really
struggling, and this program would have been
wonderful. I hear complaints about how tight the grant
programs for rural communities are. The Regional
Growth Fund was a winner. I am constantly hearing
that Landcare grants are now non-existent.
Locally, there has been one solitary commitment —
Mansfield Secondary College has been given
$3 million, but only $110 000 of that will be delivered
in this coming financial year, with the rest of the project
to be completed by the second quarter of 2018–19. That
$3 million is only half what the school needs. It needs
to demolish and rebuild the old B block that was built
in the 1950s or 1960s. Now, $3 million is not going to
do that, and the school is not going to be able to
construct half a building. I have visions of how it was
when we came into government when every school had
a master plan done for a new school building and they
all told not only me but other members that they were
next in line for a new school, but none of them was —
it was all just on paper.
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In Mansfield the hospital needs a capital injection. The
ambulance station needs to be relocated and rebuilt, as
does the fire station. The primary school needs to have
an extra building to cater for growth. The new road that
is proposed between Mount Buller and Mount Stirling
to support tourism and also to support egress and access
for the summer, because the resort management board
has a very strong focus on green tourism in the summer,
seems to have been put on hold.
Murrindindi Shire has missed out completely and was
absolutely insulted. If you looked at what was in that
area, you would see that an investment in rolling stock
came up at Murrindindi Shire. I was very interested in
that, and I wondered what train line that would be for
because I do not have any train lines in my electorate,
but it was pleasing to see that the government was
investing in rolling stock. What an absolute laughing
matter.
There are major roads — the Goulburn Valley
Highway and the Melba Highway — that certainly
need work. The facility development at Lake Eildon
needs an injection of funds. What did the Yarra Ranges
Shire get? Zippo! It needs the CFA station to be
relocated. It needs a mountain bike hub. There are
schools there that need work. They need flashing lights
outside Woori Yallock and Wesburn primary schools.
The Upper Yarra needs a whole lot of work.
I heard the minister spruiking what was the Interface
Growth Fund and is now the Growing Suburbs Fund.
The Yarra Ranges Council missed out on its no. 1
shovel-ready project because for some reason the
government was very keen to get a project up in the
Deputy Premier’s electorate of Monbulk. It was not on
its list, but it was keen to get it in there, so the no. 1
project, which is in my electorate, missed out.
There is a wonderful cycling strategy now, which will
boost tourism and create jobs. The Yarra Valley trail
links existing paths, and that absolutely needs to be
picked up through this Growing Suburbs Fund, because
all we have seen for Nillumbik in that Growing
Suburbs Fund is funding for Eltham. The member for
Eltham has been well looked after, the Deputy Premier
has been looked after, but the people of the Yarra
Ranges, and certainly those in the Eildon electorate,
have absolutely missed out. There has been funding for
projects that did not need doing in Lilydale, and there is
one in Belgrave that was funded by the state and federal
governments and the local council. The flowing rivers
of gold did not make it to Eildon.
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — It gives me
great pleasure to rise to speak about the Andrews Labor
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government’s second budget. This is yet another
example of Labor values in action. This budget is the
mechanism for ensuring that we can deliver the
outcomes that we believe improve the lives of all
Victorians.
A budget is the driving force behind seizing the
opportunity and effecting positive change. It is a way
we deliver on the commitments we put to Victorians
when they gave us the important responsibility of
governing in their interests. It is about making
something of the time you are given to lead this great
state. After all, one thing is for certain in our time in
this place: eventually you will be defeated. Within this
prism it is critical to not waste a moment. The
opportunity afforded to us by Victorians who cast their
vote 18 months ago must be taken up in good faith.
Victorians want to see bold decisions and positive
change that will leave their lives better than they were
yesterday.
Today I want to talk about how this budget harnesses
opportunity for all Victorians, how this budget
continues to restore the notion of a fair go for all
Victorians, how this budget provides the necessary
infrastructure investments to help set our state up for
the future, how it stimulates jobs growth and educates
the next generation of Victorians who will underpin our
future prosperity, how it secures much-needed funding
for the prevention of family violence and how it
supports extra resources for people experiencing mental
ill-health. In this year’s budget we see this state Labor
government’s values and priorities on show for
everyone to see. This fills me with absolute pride.
It is firstly worth considering where we have come as a
state. Here in Melbourne and in Victoria today in many
ways we are a city and a state trying to manage our own
success. We are renowned as the world’s most livable
city five times over. Whether it is our sporting capital
nature and culture, our multicultural, harmonious and
inclusive society, or the irrefutable fact that we simply
have the best coffee of the nation, people want to live
here. Also, it is our thriving tourism industry that
attracts more and more people and that more and more
people around the world want to see. We are a great
place to live and to raise a family. More and more
people want to seize the opportunities that our state
offers and make a go of it.
To this end we have seen around 1800 people moving
into Victoria’s capital each week, and that goes with an
additional 830 000 residents in the past decade. The
growth in our population has helped support our
economic prosperity and will do so into the future. In
the coming 10 years we will see our population expand
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to more than 7 million Victorians. One of our biggest
challenges in the coming years is to manage that
population growth, to maintain our quality of living and
to create the jobs that will underpin that future
prosperity.
With an ever-increasing population and the loss of the
automotive industry, which will be felt hardest in my
community, where the automotive component part
manufacturing industries are based, we need to create
more jobs. The dignity of work and the ability of
individuals to provide for and support themselves are
vitally important. It is an indisputable fact that under the
previous government unemployment reached 6.9 per
cent, and we saw an average of 46 Victorians lose their
job each day while they were in office.
Behind each job loss is a story. It might be a family
trying to make ends meet that will miss their next
mortgage payment. It might be the young person who
was casually employed and trying to make a go of it
and who does not know when the next opportunity will
present. It may be the Victorian in their late 50s who
knows they need to work a few more years to be
comfortable in their retirement but will likely not find
someone to take them on. This government deeply
cares about all these people and will fight every day to
try to support more jobs and these people in Victoria.
We have seen more than 112 000 jobs created since the
Andrews Labor government came to office, seeing the
unemployment rate drop below 6 per cent for the first
time in years.
At the heart of this government’s agenda is our
$12 billion infrastructure agenda, which is one of the
levers governments can use to increase employment in
our communities and try to stimulate economic activity.
This is accompanied by a strong surplus, an affirmation
of our AAA credit rating and forecasts of 3 per cent
economic growth. Importantly this is a strong
indication to the private sector that Victoria has
wonderful conditions for investment to create future
employment and to promote growth in various
industries. At the epicentre of this agenda and the
Andrews government’s infrastructure agenda is the
Melbourne Metro rail tunnel, a project that is truly
innovative, forward thinking and underpinned by a
strong business case. It is only rivalled by the existing
city loop tunnels in its scale and ability to transform our
public transport network.
Of course the city loop commenced in 1971 with the
passage of the Melbourne Underground Rail Loop Act
1970. At the time this was a momentous occasion, with
the first discussions about undertaking construction of
railway tracks and stations under the eastern and
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northern sides of the central business district, and
connecting them to the existing railway system in the
vicinity of North Melbourne and Richmond, first
occurring in 1929. Some 14 years on from 1971 the city
loop was completed with the opening of Flagstaff
station in 1985, and it continues to be the central
nervous system of our transport network. Some
30 years on and with more services and more
passengers being added to the network, the time has
come to deliver the next rail tunnels for our city in the
form of metro rail.
I welcome the Victorian government’s announcement
that it will not wait for the commonwealth government
to prioritise infrastructure investment in our state.
Instead Victoria will fully fund the metro rail tunnel
over the coming decade with $10.9 billion investment,
starting with $2.9 billion in the forward estimates. This
amazing project will transform our city and have
substantial benefits for commuters along the Frankston
line, catering for an extra 20 000 passengers during
peak hour and will return the Frankston train line to a
dedicated city loop tunnel permanently. The project
will commence in 2018 and include two new
9-kilometre rail tunnels under the CBD, as well as five
new underground stations, and is expected to be
completed by 2026.
With my community in the City of Kingston growing
by up to 20 per cent in the coming years, we need to do
all we can to respond to local congestion and get people
home sooner and safer. That is what a project like the
Melbourne Metro rail tunnel will do, along with the
removal of dangerous level crossings in my
community. This goes hand in hand with the widening
of the Monash Freeway, which services the fastest
growing region in Australia in the outer south-eastern
suburbs of Melbourne, while the western distributor
will greatly improve travel from the western suburbs
and provide that vitally needed second crossing to the
city.
If we are to strip away the short-term political thinking
and look to the future, these projects clearly act in the
interests of Victorians. We cannot waste a day in
providing the critical infrastructure that will support our
employment clusters and improve productivity, while
getting us home safer and sooner.
Another key pillar of this year’s budget is the
investment in education. It was former Prime Minister
Gough Whitlam who once said:
Poverty is a national waste as well as individual waste. We
are all diminished when any of us are denied proper
education. The nation is the poorer — a poorer economy, a
poorer civilisation, because of this human and national waste.
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These words have had a profound impact on how I
view education and my belief in its importance as a
driver of longer term economic outcomes. Some
decades later the Gonski review of 2011 broadly found
the same thing, while highlighting that our literacy and
numeracy were slipping when compared with our
neighbours in the Asia-Pacific regions.
If we agree with the notion that education is an
economic enabler, then the greatest support you can
give a person who is trying to strive for something
more and trying to lift themselves out of generational
disadvantage is a proper education. It is unconscionable
not to deliver the Gonski education funding reforms in
full and in perpetuity. I call on the federal government
to join with the state government in funding the Gonski
education reforms in full. Unfortunately the
commonwealth government shares the flawed ideology
of the Victorian Liberal opposition, with the Prime
Minister recently floating the idea of walking away
from public education. It is an ill-conceived and
heinous ideology that saw the previous state
government pander to registered training organisations
by slashing the funding of public TAFEs, which
provide hope and opportunity for so many Victorians.
Thankfully our investment in TAFE and our $320
million TAFE Rescue Fund, which has seen campuses
that were closed by the previous Liberal government
reopened under the Andrews Labor government, is
allowing those skills to be delivered for aspiring people
looking for work.
As an expectant father in 16 short weeks I want nothing
more than to ensure that my little girl, along with all
Victorian children, gets the very best chance in life. I
will always fight for better funding for our schools and
our TAFEs. I was so pleased to see in this year’s budget
that our specialist development school, Yarrabah, will
receive master plan funding to investigate future needs,
while Parktone Primary School will receive $4 million,
after a community-led campaign, which will provide a
new school hall.
As recently as Friday I was pleased to visit Mordialloc
Beach Primary School, which will upgrade its buildings
and grounds with a $250 000 investment. While
Beaumaris is not in my electorate, I was pleased to see
an additional $13.5 million allocated towards the new
Beaumaris High School, which is in addition to last
year’s allocation of $6.5 million. Members might recall
that the former government turned its back on
establishing that school, despite a community-led
campaign and nearly 100 community meetings from
local supporters and parents. We listened to the calls of
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the community and we are delivering Beaumaris High
School.
While the government supports the creation of jobs and
providing the necessary investment in education for our
next generation of Victorians who so desperately need
it, we must ensure that our community is healthy and
safe. This budget delivers on this important notion. By
the middle of this century more than one in five people
will be over the age of 65, increasing from the current
level of one in seven people over the age of 65. Having
worked themselves to the bone most of their lives, paid
their taxes, raised their families and contributed to our
communities, they can proudly reflect on the Victoria
we have today that they have helped to build. The
prosperous and most livable city of Melbourne has
come a long way and will only go from strength to
strength for the generations to come. Having done so
much for all of us, it is a basic expectation that we
provide the necessary health care to them and support
them in their retirement.
While health care is obviously universally used by all
of us, it is our older Victorians who will rely so
significantly on the health sector in the third stage of
their lives. Many of those Victorians are waiting for
elective surgery and care. They might have waited
many months for desperately needed operations that
will ease their pain and improve their quality of life. I
am pleased that we are supporting Victorians who
desperately need these procedures with a $335 million
investment over the coming four years. The funding
means that around 200 000 people will be treated in the
coming years, which equates to an extra 18 000 more
patients being treated than last year. Importantly those
waiting the longest for surgery will be prioritised under
this package. I cannot wait to see this policy in action
and the benefits it will derive for those attending
Monash Medical Centre and Sandringham Hospital,
which greatly supports residents in my electorate.
At the same time, though, I am equally filled with
dread, knowing the gravity of the federal Liberal
government cuts that will be inflicted in the coming
years, the effect of which, as has been reported in the
media, will be equivalent to shutting down two major
hospitals. Again, we see the federal Liberals turning
their backs on Victorians, and the silence from those
opposite is deafening. In every sense they are Liberals
first and Victorians second.
I want quickly to put on the record my strong support
for the additional $50 million to support our paramedics
to improve ambulance response times, while the
additional resources to our police force — some

APPROPRIATION (2016–2017) BILL 2016
1870

ASSEMBLY

400 additional police officers — will help keep our
communities safe during difficult and uncertain times.
But for me the most critically important investment in
this year’s budget is the announcement of $572 million
to begin implementing the 227 recommendations of the
Royal Commission into Family Violence. As our
community’s biggest law and order issue and a
devastating reality faced by too many families, this
investment is critical to address the systemic issues,
provide a much-needed housing blitz and ensure that in
future all women and children are protected. As the
leading cause of death and disability of women under
the age of 45, we need to do all we can to bring about
much-needed reform and keep women and children
safe.
At its core, this is the Andrews Labor government
budget that is recapturing hope, compassion and
opportunity for all Victorians. It is in stark contrast to
the budget that was put forward last night by the federal
Treasurer, Scott Morrison, who delivered a $16 000 tax
cut to those earning as much as $1 million, while a
single mum with an income of $87 000 and two
children in high school was left $4400 worse off as a
result of that budget. I think Peter Martin encapsulated
the challenges for the Treasurer when he said in his
contribution in the Age:
It isn’t clear from his speeches why Morrison got into politics,
except perhaps to ensure that business is ‘not unreasonably
burdened’ by government. That’s what he said in his first
speech to Parliament. He seems to believe in not getting in the
way.

From the contributions of those opposite, it is a startling
revelation that governments tax and governments
spend, but you have to do the best you can with the
opportunities that you are afforded and deliver for all
Victorians. It was like Christopher Columbus
discovering that the earth was round yesterday, and we
had those opposite fixated on governments spending on
infrastructure and trying to drive those economic
outcomes. It is an absolute reality that this is a budget
that we can be proud of as a state. It is a budget that
harnesses Victorians’ opportunity and gives hope for
all. I commend this budget to the house.
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — Following on from
the contribution of the member for Mordialloc, it is just
fascinating to note that clearly he and his colleagues on
the government benches have no idea that certainly you
need to tax — no-one would argue that — but you need
to tax in a sustainable manner. A 20-plus per cent
increase in taxes over two years might be sustainable
for the government, but it is certainly not sustainable
for the community; you just cannot keep that up.
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But it is a pleasure to have the opportunity to speak on
what is obviously one of the most significant aspects of
any parliamentary year. Unfortunately on this occasion
we have the government treating the Parliament with a
new level of contempt. One might not have thought that
was possible, given the government’s track record over
that past 18 months, but it was and is absolutely a new
level of contempt. Last week of course we had a
one-day sitting. It is entirely reasonable to bring
forward the introduction of the budget bills one week
early, given the decision of the commonwealth to
present its budget yesterday, but one would have
thought the government would bring forward the whole
budget week, not simply one day, at significant cost,
purely to give the government a perceived political
advantage. But that is of course what occurred.
Then, when the opposition proceeded to exercise its
right to reply to the budget on that day — as the right to
reply in the same week had been denied it by the
decision of the government in terms of the sitting
week — its members just got up and walked out. They
treated the whole process with complete contempt.
They treated the people of Victoria with contempt and
treated the Parliament with contempt. I guess one can
understand that because clearly the government does
not want scrutiny. Why else would we be debating the
budget bills yesterday and today when the estimates
hearings have not even started yet?
The estimates hearings are supposed to be replacing the
committee stage of the appropriation bills. That is the
theory. We will never, ever get to a committee stage on
the appropriation bills in this house, yet we are asked to
consider them and to go right through all the detail
before the Parliament or the delegates of the Parliament
in the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee have
had the opportunity to interrogate ministers and senior
officers of the Victorian public service. Along with the
member for Essendon sitting over there, and a few of
our colleagues, we are about to embark on
55 hours-plus of hearings.
Mr Pakula — You’ll love it!
Mr MORRIS — As the Attorney-General says, I
will love it. He knows that I will not answer in the
affirmative to that. We have both spent way too much
time doing that to think it is anything other than a damn
hard grind. But 41 hearings, about 55 hours, yet we
have effectively in this house already had the debate.
Clearly the government does not want scrutiny, and it
does not want to hear alternative views. I am not
particularly surprised, because this budget is to some
extent a work of fiction.
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The government had very firm foundations on which to
build this state when it came to office at the end of
2014, and it squandered that advantage. Instead of a
sound structure that will support and nurture the
Victorian economy, support and nurture jobs growth
and support and nurture long-term economic prosperity
for this state, we have a structure that does not have the
capacity to build the roads, the railways, the schools
and the hospitals that we need or any other piece of
infrastructure that we so desperately need.
We have got population growth, as the budget papers
show, of 1.8 per cent per annum compounding. We
have only got employment growth on trend of 1.5 per
cent per annum compounding. You have got a gap
there. I understand it is not that simplistic, but you have
a gap there to start with. How on earth, if you have not
got the structure right, can you then afford not just to
build the infrastructure but also to fund the services —
the teachers, the nurses, particularly the police — that a
growing population needs to service the state? The
budget does not set up a situation where those things
can be achieved. There are a number of false claims
which I will come back to, but it is a budget built on
debt without commensurate growth in infrastructure.
It is not about getting it done, unless ‘it’ is hoodwinking
the Victorian public. It is not a budget about building
for the future. It is probably more than anything else a
budget about this Treasurer’s survival — indeed not
just his long-term survival but his immediate
survival — because this is a Treasurer who proved to
be incapable of getting a bill through the Parliament to
facilitate the sale of a public asset, the sale of which had
the support of both the government and the opposition.
He could not even bring into the Parliament a bill or
negotiate an outcome that would be able to achieve that
end even though it had the support of both sides. We
had to have the Special Minister of State come out to
save the Treasurer’s skin, so this budget is, I think,
pretty much about the Treasurer’s survival as much as it
is about anything else. But far from boosting his
chances of survival, it is much more likely to ensure
that what you might call the feebly flickering flame of
his current career is swiftly extinguished.
I did mention that the government had a good start
when it took office in 2014, and it is interesting that the
Treasurer has been making much of the so-called
accumulated surpluses that he claims to have delivered.
But of course the truth is that the surplus over the
forward estimates, which was clear in the pre-election
budget update — if you compare the total over the
forward estimates with what the Treasurer is running
around saying is a fantastic achievement — is in fact
substantially less. It is $1.3 billion or $1.4 billion less
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than he was left with in 2014. As I mentioned a few
minutes ago, the Treasurer has had an enormous
increase in taxation, and he has had an enormous
increase in GST and a range of other very favourable
moves in revenue. Yet the surplus is lessened, and the
capacity to produce the infrastructure that we need is
also not there.
There was over the four years to December 2014
substantial growth in jobs. As I said, we left the state in
very good shape. In fact over the four years from
December 2010 to December 2014 we achieved better
growth in terms of jobs than any other state:
133 000 jobs compared to the next best, Western
Australia — and for most of that time Western
Australia was in the mining boom — which had growth
of 120 000 jobs.
Labor makes very great claims about its jobs in this
budget and in the utterings of the Treasurer, but the
actual figures tell a very different story because
between December 2013 and December 2014 — the
last full year of the coalition government — we had
growth of 77 950 jobs. If you compare that to the first
full year of this government, it had growth of
33 837 jobs, so the government has delivered less than
half of the jobs that the coalition delivered in its last
year in office.
Perhaps more damning is the pathetic comparison with
New South Wales, because between December 2014
and March of this year Victoria in total produced
66 278 jobs while New South Wales produced
147 553 jobs. This is a government that is claiming to
have the economy really ticking over, really performing
well, and if you compare the performance against states
that were formerly in a mining boom — and of course
they are coming off record highs — then you might say
it is a reasonable result. But when you look at the most
comparable state, the state of New South Wales, fewer
than half the number of jobs were created. Substantially
fewer than half the number of jobs were created. If you
have a legitimately well-performing economy, you
have jobs growth. You get to share the wealth, and the
population gets to share in the prosperity. We might
have a lot of surpluses, but we certainly do not have
prosperity out there. We are not getting the jobs growth,
and the community of Victoria is not getting its fair
share.
Perhaps it is not surprising given the movement in the
tax burden. In the last budget we had a boost in the fire
services levy, land tax went up for absentee owners and
we had a new stamp duty surcharge for foreign
buyers — and of course the government botched that.
Not only did the government botch it and need to bring
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in house amendments but the Treasurer did not bother
to talk to the Minister for Planning. It was an entire
surprise to the planning minister, I understand, on
budget day, and of course it was designed with all the
defects that you would expect when you do not actually
talk to the people who would be in charge of
administering it.
In this year’s budget the land tax surcharge is up to
1.5 per cent for absentee owners. The stamp duty
surcharge for foreign buyers has gone up from 3 per
cent to 7 per cent. We have tripled the brown coal tax.
But of course it is not a brown coal tax; it is an
electricity tax. It is a tax that will reach into the pockets
of every Victorian and will particularly impact those
who can least afford it. It is not as if electricity prices
are starting off at a low point. They are already
significant. As we know, they have gone up
enormously in the last decade, not as much in Victoria
as in some other places, but this is a tax that will impact
on every individual. Of course the government has
hiked up the fire services levy as well.
The story is similar when you look at dividends taken
from the public financial corporations particularly.
Time does not permit me to go through the figures in
detail, but if you look at the additional dividends being
extracted from the Victorian Managed Insurance
Authority (VMIA) and you look at the additional
dividends being extracted from the Transport Accident
Commission (TAC), someone has to pay for those. The
VMIA particularly has an insurance function that goes
across a range of bodies. It is not just government
agencies; it is going across a range of bodies,
particularly in the health area — the bush nursing
hospitals, for example — and a whole range of other
clients, and those clients will have to pay, because you
simply cannot suck that amount of money out without
doing some damage. Either the financial integrity of the
institution is compromised, or the clients have to pay
more. Of course when you are talking about clients of
the TAC you are effectively talking about every driver
in the state, unless they are driving a corporate vehicle.
Again you hit those least able to afford those sorts of
costs.
On a local level the entire map of the Mornington
Peninsula had two projects on it. One that I was pleased
to see was Mornington Primary School, which was
apparently to receive $5 million. It received
substantially less than that in this budget — I think
$184 000 to assist with planning. Apparently the
balance will be provided next year. It is a shame that
the rebuild of Osborne Primary School was not also
funded. I know the minister has been down to visit
Osborne Primary School and nodded and made
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sympathetic noises and gave every indication that the
rebuild would be funded. He has not delivered.
Mornington Special Development School has been on a
promise since the days of the Bracks government for
redevelopment. There is a site in Hastings ready to go,
but unfortunately again it has not been delivered.
The only other project on the peninsula that is funded is
the rebuild of Portsea Surf Club. I am sure the member
for Nepean was pleased to see that. I should indicate to
the house that my stepson, Simon Wilson, has been the
president of that club. He is not now the president, but
he was the president for a very long time, so there is
obviously a direct interest in that for me.
In no way could this be considered a budget for the
peninsula. There is nothing for the Mornington
electorate, absolutely nothing in the Hastings electorate
and next to nothing in the Nepean electorate. As I have
indicated, this is a budget that is absolutely flawed and
simply an endeavour to keep the thing moving for
another year and hope that it does not hit the fan just
yet.
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) — It is with immense
pride that I rise to speak on the Appropriation
(2016–2017) Bill 2016. This state budget is a true
Labor budget. It is fiscal, financial brilliance, and it is
determined, resilient, disciplined, progressive, decent
and fair. Contrary to comments from the member for
Mornington, this budget is all about building for our
future. I would like to congratulate the Treasurer and
the Minister for Finance and their teams and of course
our Premier on an outstanding budget. This is about
grabbing opportunities, realising expectations and
meeting our commitments and promises.
In this budget we are continuing to invest significantly
in education, health and safety, and we are driving the
economy with investment in major transport and
infrastructure projects, and all of this of course with a
very healthy budget surplus buffer. We are now the
envy of all other states and territories across Australia,
and quite rightly. We have got an enviable economic
position with strong economic growth and significant
jobs growth. We have got a secure AAA credit rating.
Just this week CommSec recorded, in its State of the
States report, that Victoria’s economy continues to be
the fastest growing in the nation. Our economic growth
rate is up 4.3 per cent on a year ago, ahead of New
South Wales, which is up 3 per cent.
This budget is all about steering Victoria towards an
incredible and exciting future. But of course it is not
just me saying this. We have heard previously that
Mark Stone from the Victorian Chamber of Commerce
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and Industry has said that this is a good budget for
businesses in Victoria and that:
It shows that our economy is strong, it will create more jobs
and importantly it will improve the livability for all Victorians
and all of those that are coming to live here.

That is a pretty good wrap. Then of course we have
James Campbell, our friend from the Herald Sun. He
had this to say about the budget:
It’s a great time to be alive and Victorian …

Never has a truer word been spoken by James.
There are so many incredible and significant elements
to this budget that I am not even quite sure where to
start. But I guess in true Labor style this budget and its
centrepiece are all about rail, roads, schools, education,
health and of course jobs — lots of jobs, a jobs plan.
This budget sets a clear and determined focus on capital
investment and infrastructure projects with
$12.4 billion to build job-creating infrastructure
projects.
We have heard that the Andrews Labor government is
going to fully fund the $10.9 billion Melbourne Metro
rail project. As we have heard, this will deliver two new
tunnels under Melbourne’s CBD and five new
underground stations. A massive $2.9 billion in capital
funding over the next four years has been committed to
this extraordinary and visionary project. We know this
is the biggest overhaul to our train network since the
city loop.
This project will end train congestion in the city loop
and allow more services to run across the network. It is
a truly transformative project and something that we are
going to be extremely proud of for years to come. It
will be an exceptional legacy for generations and
generations to come. But of course this project will also
stimulate our economy now, create thousands of jobs
and support hundreds of local businesses. So too will
the order we are placing for an extra 28 high-capacity
trains and a further five X’trapolis trains — trains that
are going be built in Victoria supporting thousands of
Victorian jobs and thousands of Victorian families.
And of course we are removing 50 of the most
dangerous and congested level crossings, including 11
along the Frankston line, which are going to ease
congestion significantly and improve safety for all
people along that line.
But equally, when we have improved public transport
systems, we need to streamline our road networks. This
is also a significant priority. I am pleased to see that this
budget provides $7 billion for road projects, including
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upgrades to the Monash Freeway. It is also extremely
important for people in the south-east, with
$154.5 million for the duplication of Thompsons Road.
We are going to complete the 10.7-kilometre
duplication of Thompsons Road from
Frankston-Dandenong Road to Berwick-Cranbourne
Road and replace the existing roundabout at
Thompsons Road and Western Port Highway with
traffic signals. This is on top of stage 1 of this total
upgrade, which will see the duplication of Thompsons
Road between Marriott Boulevard and the South
Gippsland Highway and the removal of the level
crossing.
Just like the upgrade of the Wedge Road intersection in
Carrum Downs, which incidentally is about to be
completed, the Andrews Labor government is getting it
done for residents in Carrum and for road users in the
south-east. I cannot overstate the importance and
significance of this total road upgrade for residents and
commuters in my electorate.
This budget also provides $50 million for the
redevelopment and transformation of the Frankston
station precinct. Again, this is a significant project,
which will revitalise the Frankston city centre, the
gateway to the peninsula. It will help improve access to
the vital business activity centre, stimulate jobs and
provide for local jobs, particularly for our youth. Youth
unemployment is quite high in the area.
We want to talk about jobs. We have heard that since
the Andrews Labor government was elected in 2014
more than 112 000 new jobs have been created. More
than 71 000 of these jobs are full time. This is more
than the total number of jobs created under the entire
term of the Baillieu and Napthine governments. The
Andrews Labor government is getting Victorians back
to work. The unemployment rate has fallen from
6.9 per cent in 2014, when we came to office, to 5.7 per
cent and is projected to fall further to 5.5 per cent in
2018–19.
For small businesses this budget is terrific news too.
There will be an increase in the payroll tax threshold to
support small businesses, something the former Liberal
government failed to do. This will benefit up to
36 000 individual businesses across Victoria. By the
time this measure is fully implemented, businesses with
annual Victorian payrolls of between $4.8 million and
$31.5 million will have the lowest payroll tax burden
anywhere in Australia. This will help businesses
expand, hire more Victorians and boost jobs and
investment.
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We are going to help Victorians gain new skills, enter
new industries and get back to work. This budget
provides $53 million to establish Jobs Victoria. This is
a very significant investment because it will help
workers in transitioning industries and those who are
most in need of work, and I am talking about our young
people and people, particularly women, who are
escaping family violence. There is also $111 million in
additional funding to boost the six fastest growing
sectors, and this is on top of the government’s Future
Industries Fund, which received $200 million in last
year’s budget.
Again, these are all significant for communities in my
electorate. This focused plan will, among other things,
support many businesses in the south-east that are part
of the automotive components market and that may be
looking to transition out of that market. We are also
going to establish an investment attraction fund because
Victoria is well and truly open for business.
Significantly the budget will also see $152 million for
our creative industries. Growth in creative industries is
twice that of the broader economy. Helping our film,
arts, TV, screen, music and design sectors will mean
more investment in Victoria, more tourism, more
exports, and ultimately more jobs and economic
growth. This will deliver real economic, social and
cultural benefits for all Victorians.
I am going to spend a short time speaking about health
because, when it comes to caring for Victorians, we all
know that it is Labor governments that look after
Victorian families. Contrary to comments by the
member for Malvern in his budget reply, we all know
that it is Labor governments that focus on the needs of
Victorians, and in health and education this could not
be starker. Victorians are still reeling from four years of
cuts to and neglect of our health and education systems.
We are still facing ongoing cuts from the federal
Liberal government, with cuts of more than $17 billion
to Victoria’s health services and billions of dollars in
cuts to education and schools.
Unlike the former coalition government, the Andrews
Labor government supports our hardworking doctors,
nurses and paramedics with an extra $2.45 billion for
health. This is a significant investment in our health
system. Hospitals will be able to take an extra
79 000 patients, hospital emergency departments will
treat an extra 43 000 patients and waiting times for
elective surgery will be slashed. There is a massive
investment of more than $900 million for new hospital
buildings, health equipment and projects to increase the
capacity of our hospitals and our ambulance service.
This government genuinely cares for Victorians,
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making sure that all Victorians get the care they need,
whether they live in Melbourne or across rural and
regional areas throughout Victoria.
I am very proud to see that an extra $132 million in this
budget will assist in managing critical demand in the
mental health system. The Andrews Labor government
will provide $27.5 million to halve the number of
suicides in Victoria and $57 million for the expansion
of the Families where a Parent has a Mental Illness
program. This government understands the need for
these programs. We understand the need to create a
healthier, fairer and more inclusive society.
Another area I would like to mention, and one that was
omitted in last night’s federal budget, is the
extraordinary commitment that this government is
making to family violence and the prevention of family
violence and gender equality; $570 million for
immediate funding has been allocated following the
release of the report of the Royal Commission into
Family Violence. This package will deliver 65 of the
royal commission’s most urgent recommendations,
including more housing and crisis refuges, more
prevention programs and more support for children
who are victims of family violence. We know that this
is just the first step in what will be a very long-term
process to address family violence, which includes
changing negative attitudes towards women. Victoria is
leading the way in tackling family violence and gender
inequality, and it is an area in which we should be
immensely proud.
We have also heard that an additional $500 million will
deliver an additional 400 police in Victoria as part of a
larger package to keep our communities safe.
Finally, in the short time I have left I want to talk
briefly about schools and education, because when you
pare it all back, education is our starting point. It is
what drives opportunity. It is what drives possibilities.
Education is what drives economic growth for our
future.
I noticed in the budget reply of the member for
Malvern — I use the term ‘reply’ loosely because,
frankly, it was more of a rant from the member for
Malvern; I have to say it was quite bizarre and a bit
uninformed and the relevance of many of the matters
raised in it was questionable — that he did not mention
education. It was an interesting omission, except for
this:
Our state schools, especially in growth areas, just cannot keep
up with local demand.
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I have to say that I found the arrogance quite
extraordinary, and it was matched equally by his
Liberal friends in Canberra.
Actually we have no new government schools this year
for one reason and one reason alone, and that is that we
had to endure four years of the Baillieu and Napthine
governments — governments so bereft of vision and
governments of missed opportunities that did not invest
in our education and did not invest in any new schools.
It was an absolute sham and a disgrace for all Victorian
families and for all Victorian schoolchildren. We know
220 new schools need to be built in Victoria. This
budget will start to deliver on that, with 11 new schools
to receive money for construction and $287 million to
acquire land to build or complete 23 new schools.
This budget also commits to funding of 10 new
state-of-the-art tech schools as well as upgrades to
hundreds of schools throughout Victoria. If there were
ever any doubt about this government’s commitment to
education and to making Victoria the education state,
that should be well and truly put to rest now. The
Andrews Labor government is certainly getting on with
making Victoria the education state. We are a
government that is committed to all students, including
same-sex attracted and gender diverse students, in our
schools. I am immensely proud that the Andrews Labor
government has funded Safe Schools, because not only
should students get a first-rate education in first-rate
facilities, but all students should learn in a safe
environment free from bullying and discrimination.
I congratulate the Treasurer, the finance minister and
the Premier on a visionary, progressive and outstanding
budget. This is an in-touch, and in-form government
and a government for all Victorians.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to make a response to
the budget on behalf of the electorate of Mildura. But
firstly, before we focus on Mildura and its issues, I
would like to give an overview of the economic
management of the state of Victoria. When the coalition
left government, it left Victoria in great shape.
Particularly the 2014 pre-election budget update
showed that net debt was declining as a percentage of
gross state product (GSP) over the forward period.
Labor has chosen a higher debt path as a percentage of
GSP, which is something our children and
grandchildren will not be happy about when it is their
time to pay off their parents’ and grandparents’ debts.
On taxes, the Premier on 28 November 2014 promised
every Victorian would not have an increase in tax.
However, the facts read that the fire services levy has
gone up 15 per cent in two years, with 7.3 per cent of
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that this year. The government has introduced a land
tax surcharge for absentee landowners, introduced a
stamp duty surcharge for foreign buyers and introduced
what will be known as an electricity tax on brown coal.
It has also increased car registration fees by 10 per cent,
something that I know many Victorians, particularly
those in my electorate, will struggle with — that
one-off registration fee. It is like a child with a bag of
lollies. Labor will splash the cash on more public
service wages, but the bag will eventually be empty.
Particularly with public service wages being up
$2.8 billion over two years there is a rise in our public
service of 15.2 per cent. That is certainly not consistent
with what is happening in the wider economy and
certainly not consistent with what is happening in
regional Victoria and in Mildura.
I will now narrow the focus to regional Victoria, and I
believe the Andrews government has missed an
opportunity to create and support more prosperous
regional communities through its budget. The tax
increases have added billions of dollars to the budget,
and how that bag of lollies is going to be distributed is
certainly what I would like to focus on. The
government could have invested in rural communities
to make a positive difference to those families’ lives.
Rural and regional Victoria needs infrastructure
projects that get underway now rather than being spread
into the future, particularly as some of those are faced
with very long time frames, some out as far as 10 years.
The areas I will focus on in relation to my electorate
will be another hike in the property fire services levy. I
am sure our local government colleagues will not be
pleased to be dealing with those rate increases, as they
will take the first calls from people who are annoyed
about the increase in their rates. Then the Andrews
government is hiking up our taxes to fix up some IOUs
it has issued, in particular to the United Firefighters
Union, whose members campaigned for Labor at the
last election. This is a budget which has some
opportunities but which also makes life harder for many
families, and that is what I think will reverberate
through with time.
I turn to what is important for Mildura. Transport is
important to Mildura, in particular our road, rail and air
services. The Murray Basin rail project, which we have
been talking about for a very long time, is to standardise
the Mildura line, which is the backbone, as well as the
spur lines that run off to the Murrayville, Manangatang
and Sea Lake lines. There are certainly some important
exports that are carried from that region to port, such as
grain, mineral sands and high-value horticulture. Grain
is something too that there is a little money in the
budget for, and GrainCorp, in its discussions around
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Murray Basin rail, has been indicating for some years
to me that there is — —
Interjections from gallery.
Mr CRISP — Perhaps, Acting Speaker, we need, if
possible, to stop the clock while this situation is dealt
with.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Kilkenny) —
Order! Stop the clock.
Person escorted from gallery.
Mr CRISP — Back to the Murray Basin rail
project. It has long been GrainCorp’s ambition to be
able to load longer trains more quickly, and that is
certainly going to occur with this partnership. It will
deliver savings to grain growers, and every dollar that is
saved through this can be returned to my community.
That is important. I note that GrainCorp also has a large
catchment network, including sites in New South
Wales, which contributes to Victoria’s export industry.
What is really important for the economic handling of
this issue is a 24-hour turnaround for trains, because
locomotive drivers need to be able to turn around at the
end of the line within 24 hours. This is absolutely vital.
In order to do that we need to do more work above the
Murray Basin rail project on level crossings,
particularly to stop trains from slowing down. Cars
slow down and so too do trains. We can achieve this in
a number of ways. There are national standards on axle
loadings, but we are only going at 21 tonnes, at
80 kilometres per hour. The national standard of
23 tonnes, at 80 kilometres per hour, would be
preferable. However, I do note that it is level crossings
that can make a 24-hour turnaround work. The federal
government has injected an additional $20 million into
this project, and I suggest that money would be far
more wisely spent on level crossings for this particular
project. The use of those funds would leave a
$44 million surplus in this project from funds
committed by state and federal governments. This
should go to level crossings, and that would then give
us that turnaround.
I now turn to roads. Country roads are Victoria’s
arteries. Local roads are crumbling and councils are
struggling to do the maintenance. Arterial roads are
struggling with increased traffic as we produce more in
our state, particularly in our rural areas. In particular I
have a number of roads in my electorate that carry a
large amount of high-value agricultural exports, and
they do need some work.
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The Hattah-Robinvale Road carries almonds, wine
grapes, wheat and citrus, and the Robinvale-Sea Lake
Road is the quickest way for table grape containers
from Robinvale to get to Sea Lake, and the quickest
way for wheat to get to the Manangatang receival sites.
Not a great deal of money is needed to put a metre of
extra tarmac down to widen the shoulders, put bitumen
on that and make a road that is safe for the heavy traffic
in that area. There are partnership opportunities with the
federal government, but Victoria will need to provide
the matching dollars.
Also, Mildura’s Benetook Avenue by-pass is high on
its priority list. What has been done is that the passing
lane between Mildura and Ouyen, specifically around
Carwarp and Nowingie, has started and will be finished
in July. The Mildura Airport extension is a good
investment. Larger aircraft being able to use the
Mildura Airport in most weather conditions is highly
desirable, and with larger aircraft come more seats and
less costs. I think this is a very good investment for
Mildura and it will help keep Mildura competitive.
In relation to law and order I want to correct the record.
Yesterday the member for Niddrie said — and I quote
from the last paragraph of page 76 of Daily Hansard:
Those opposite … talk tough on law and order …

True — and I thank him for that. But then he went on to
say:
… they were not willing to fund a single sworn … officer …

Of the 1900 police that were delivered during the last
government, 48 went to Mildura. These may be
figments of the imagination of the member for Niddrie,
but they have made a real difference in Mildura.
Ice is a major problem in Mildura, and we have tackled
it head-on. There is money in the budget for ice
initiatives. Project Ice, which is a community response,
has tackled this problem head-on and it has done a
marvellous job helping the community and dealing with
the hotspots as they have emerged. Former Chief
Commissioner of Police Ken Lay has told communities
wanting to look at ways to approach ice that they must
visit Mildura and Mount Gambier, and many have
visited us to look at this program. That initiative is one
project that I expect should be funded in this budget.
For those who want to get better after their use of ice,
we have additional beds at the Mildura Base Hospital to
unpack the mental health issues. We have headspace
Mildura. There are cognitive therapy programs now
available at Sunraysia Community Health Services to
get these people functioning and back into the
community.
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On health, Mildura Base Hospital has been extremely
busy in the last year. Recent data shows the hospital
had an extra 200 ambulance attendances in the last
month, with 500 more bed days in our area. Currently
Mildura Base Hospital is full, it is overflowing, and the
winter peak is not on us yet. I do note that there is a
$200 million Regional Health Infrastructure Fund.
However, we are led to believe that $168 million of that
fund has already been committed to Shepparton. If that
is the case, there is not much for the rest of regional
Victoria. I think that is certainly an area where we do
need some investment in our area.
On education, Robinvale P–12 College continues to
work towards finalising its upgrade. It is a multicultural
school in a multicultural community, and it is also
waiting for the final stage of its fit-for-purpose
education facility. The next step is seeking funding for
a combined library for public and school use. After
years of promises Merbein Secondary College has
gained some funding. So too have Irymple Secondary
College and Red Cliffs Secondary College. These
projects can now get underway, although they will take
some years to deliver. I also acknowledge that our poor
participation rate, particularly at the higher end of
secondary school, is a challenge, and I commend the
Northern Mallee Local Learning and Employment
Network for its work in this area.
Finally, I would like to talk about water. Water is
something we hear a lot about for southern Victoria and
central Victoria, but the Murray-Darling Basin is a
bigger challenge. The commonwealth has delivered to
Mildura the Sunraysia modernisation project, which has
converted many of our open channels to pipeline
services. Now it is time for the state to follow on and do
some of those bolt-on end parts of that project to
complete the modernisation of the Mildura area. Due to
it having to be a continuously operating system, this is
something that could be done over time.
What probably drives us most is the need for security.
Security in water is paramount in our economy. With
security comes certainty, and with that certainty comes
economic security. We have got to intervene in this
chain of connected parts. In order to do that we need to
look at additional storage. I note that the federal
Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, Barnaby
Joyce, has opened up the water storage debate with a
commitment to a $2 billion line of credit for water
storage facilities. Victoria needs to take this offer
seriously. It needs to get a project on the table.
How can we work with that security certainty and
economic activity? What we need to do is provide
additional storage, not for additional irrigation or water
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but for our horticulturalists to bank their water and
carry it over from one year to the next to give them
certainty in our variable climate. That is what is needed.
There is an opportunity to do that. Senator Joyce has
done it. I urge the Victorian government to sit down
with the other southern basin states — New South
Wales and South Australia — and work out a way to do
this. In partnership with the other states, the federal
government and the entitlement holders, being the
farmers, I think we can now build something that will
secure the exports that will be so valuable to Victoria as
we move away from the mineral boom in Australia and
into an agriculture boom for my area and an advanced
engineering and manufacturing boom elsewhere in
Victoria.
We can be well placed. There are good markets for
almonds, table grapes, citrus, avocados and asparagus,
and even the wine industry is starting to see the light at
the end of the tunnel, which is not an oncoming train.
However, to have those investments made in that future
economic activity, we need to solve the problem with
water. We need certainty, and that is probably the
biggest and most important thing we can do. The
opportunity is there. We can enhance the storage and
we can build more storage, but we need a bank where
you can take your savings from one year and put them
away for a year when you need them. All we need is
airspace for our farmers to be able to put their water in
and keep it secure for when the climate is against us
and levels are low.
The environment is also a holder of entitlement, which
means that it too could store its water. We could be
very scientific about how and when we use the
environmental water to get the best results. I think what
we need is certainty in so many areas. I have been very
passionate about the water, but we also need certainty
in health and education.
Mr J. BULL (Sunbury) — It certainly gives me
great pleasure to speak on the Appropriation
(2016–2017) Bill 2016. This budget is all about getting
it done, and getting it done we are. This is a great
budget for Sunbury. I am so pleased that collectively
over $9 million has been allocated to Sunbury College,
Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Specialist School — and
I know that the member of Macedon is very proud of
that school — and Kismet Park Primary School.
The Andrews government understands that nothing is
more important than delivering on the commitments it
made to the Victorian people and staying true to its
word. Like last year, the budget delivers more in one
year than those opposite managed to get done in four.
Those long, dark years resulted in massive cuts to
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TAFE, ambulance services in crisis, unemployment up
and the disaster of the east–west link — a dud project
from a government that was riddled by leadership
instability and shambolic chaos.
In November 2014 Victorians voted to change all that
and elected a government that was committed to
investing in major projects that create jobs, keeping up
with population demands and supporting services that
give each and every Victorian the very best chance to
succeed. I do not need to sell this budget. The selling
has been done outside of the Parliament and outside of
the Labor Party. It has been done by the business sector.
It has been done by health services. It has been done by
community groups and by the media. The budget has
been extremely well received. The only group that
wants to talk this budget down is the group opposite. It
talks the state down, and we get on with it. That is the
difference.
The budget has been so well received because it
delivers and builds on our commitment to put people
first and make Victoria the very best state in Australia.
Compare this to last night’s very disappointing federal
budget — a budget with very little good news for
Victoria, a budget that does nothing for people earning
less than $80 000 a year, a budget that does nothing for
innovation, health, education or, importantly,
infrastructure. In contrast the state budget is literally
bursting with good news. We have heard a lot of that
good news today.
I cannot resist starting on the Melbourne Metro rail
project, the no. 1 transport project for this government
and the most important project in the state. Our decision
to fully fund and deliver Melbourne’s new metro
tunnel, the biggest and most important public transport
project in Australia, once again shows our commitment
to getting on with it. Five new stations, two 9-kilometre
tunnels and a direct connection of the Sunbury line to
the Cranbourne-Pakenham line is fantastic news.
We cannot wait for the federal government any longer.
The Prime Minister likes to talk a big game on public
transport, but he has not done much to match this. He
certainly has not shown us any substance. This budget
delivers metro rail in full and ensures a world-class
public transport system that will obviously cater for our
huge population increase. On top of this the city loop
will undergo a $134 million safety upgrade, ensuring it
remains safe for the 130 000 passengers that use it
every day.
Our good friends in The Nationals like to say that this
government is city centric, but if they look more
closely, they will see that only Labor delivers for
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country Victoria. This budget invests $1.3 billion for
better regional rail services. The Ballarat line will
undergo a massive upgrade, with $518 million to
duplicate the line to Melton, build new crossing loops,
car parks, platforms and stabling and run more services
for Ballarat and the suburbs in Melbourne’s west.
More than 170 V/Line services will be added, meaning
trains will run more often from Ballarat, Bendigo,
Geelong, Gippsland, Maryborough, Shepparton and of
course Warrnambool. We are getting on with removing
50 of our most dangerous and congested level crossings
to reduce congestion and save lives. Not only are we
getting rid of these crossings; we are also ahead of
schedule. I know that the Minister for Public Transport
and her office were very pleased on budget day. We
can add to this the $140 million to be invested in the
upgrade of the Hurstbridge line and the Mernda rail
project, which will be fully funded by the Labor
government, with $588 million to build the 8-kilometre
extension from South Morang into the heart of the
Mernda-Doreen growth corridor.
The government is also aware of the significant
pressure that population is putting on car parking at
train stations across the state. That is why an extra
1500 commuter car parking spaces will be created at
railway stations in the outer suburbs and regional
Victoria. I am extremely hopeful that some of this
funding will help relieve congestion in parking at
Sunbury.
I have spoken a number of times in this house about the
importance of health care, and I think one thing that
distinguishes Australia from a lot of places around the
world is the quality of our healthcare system. The
doctors and nurses in our hospitals, our paramedics and
everyone involved in health care do a wonderful job.
The Andrews government is delivering in health with
an extra $2.45 billion. Hospitals will be able to admit
79 000 extra patients, treat an extra 43 000 patients in
emergency departments and reduce waiting times as
part of a $1.63 billion boost for hospitals, ambulances
and health programs.
Victorians are very worried about cuts coming from
Canberra, not to mention the four years of neglect by
the former government. All members of the house
would have been extremely pleased to see the Minister
for Health and the Premier announce a huge boost in
this budget to slash the elective surgery waiting list.
Nearly 200 000 Victorians will get the surgery they
need sooner, with the largest single boost in investment
to assist the elective surgery waiting lists in the
2016–17 budget. This will of course be of great benefit
to my community and communities like Sunbury,
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Gladstone Park, Tullamarine, Diggers Rest, Bulla and
Gowanbrae.
This funding is equivalent to around 3100 more
coronary artery bypass grafts, 6700 more hip
replacements, 6800 more knee replacements,
22 000 more sinus and ear operations and 34 000 more
eye surgeries. It is a significant investment, and it is
certainly an investment that this government is
extremely proud of, not to mention the $817 million
boost to infrastructure upgrades for our hospital
ambulance stations, which will give our paramedics,
doctors and nurses the modern facilities they need to do
the very best job they can. I am conscious of the time,
but I want to speak about a very important investment
in mental health.
Obviously this is a critical component for oneself. This
government takes mental health incredibly seriously,
and we are determined to reduce the devastating
number of suicides we see each year. This budget
provides a $356 million investment in mental health
with a focus on providing better access to services and
investing in prevention. I certainly commend the
Treasurer, the Premier and the minister for the funding
allocation in this area. I know that many people in
Sunbury have raised issues of mental health with me,
and there has been a widespread call right across the
state for additional funding for services in mental
health.
As part of the Andrews Labor government’s 10-year
suicide prevention framework which aims to halve the
number of suicides over the next decade, $27.5 million
will be provided for suicide prevention initiatives,
including trials of intensive community-based support
for people who have attempted suicide and
communities impacted by suicide in selected locations
across Victoria as well as local community approaches
to prevent suicide across six local areas. These trials
will support communities to implement strategies,
including workforce training, school-based support and
mental health and literacy programs. I have heard a
number of speakers talk about the values that underpin
a budget, and I think that if you look at the funding
allocation, you will see that this government has
delivered for mental health with the programs I have
just mentioned. I think that when it comes to the values
of this government the proof is in the pudding.
The education state is happening. Last year’s budget
delivered in spades for education, especially in my
electorate, and this year is no different. We believe that
every Victorian child deserves to be the very best they
can be and to be able to reach their full potential. The
2016–17 budget delivers over $924 million to build
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new schools and upgrade classrooms, the largest ever
single investment by a Victorian government in school
infrastructure. That is why Victoria is the education
state.
We will establish the Victorian School Building
Authority to deliver the construction boom. This will
not just benefit students but also create jobs for
construction workers and local tradies. Included in this
package is $287 million to acquire land to build or
complete 23 new schools, many in Melbourne’s growth
areas where they are needed most; $92 million for our
10 cutting-edge tech schools, something this
government is extremely proud of; and $68.5 million to
upgrade 20 specialist schools in the poorest condition,
including $10 million to boost the Inclusive Schools
Fund for students with disabilities.
I mentioned Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Specialist
School earlier today, and I know the member for
Macedon when she joined the Premier and the Minister
for Education was extremely proud to stand with the
principal, Joanne Nolan, and Brendan, the senior school
principal at the Bullengarook campus. There are two
campuses, one in Bullengarook and one in Sunbury. I
know the member for Macedon was thrilled to be able
to work with the Minister for Education to deliver such
vital funding, something we are extremely proud of.
That once again goes to show the values underpinning
this government. All up, this means an additional
$1.1 billion is being spent in this budget to build,
upgrade and maintain Victorian schools. This side of
the house believes in education, and we stand by
education.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr J. BULL — Thanks for the support from the
other side! A key issue facing my electorate of Sunbury
and many in the northern and western suburbs is
population growth, and last year the $50 million
interface fund delivered key projects like the Sunbury
warm water pool, which was a fantastic
announcement — and I am very pleased to see the
Minister for Local Government in the house. The
minister has worked very hard to ensure that the
Growing Suburbs Fund has been included in the
budget. It is a $50 million commitment. I believe there
are 34 projects that got underway due to the fund in the
last budget, and I certainly look forward to seeing
projects roll out as a result of this year’s commitment.
This government understands that growth areas like
Sunbury and other areas in the north need additional
support to provide key services, and this fund is vital to
the delivery of those services.
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The Andrews government also understands that
keeping Victorians safe is vitally important. That is
why Victoria Police will get 406 new officers,
including 300 frontline police, as part of a $596 million
package announced pre-budget by the Premier. This is
also another fantastic announcement.
Since the Andrews government came to office, family
violence has unfortunately been at the forefront of this
government’s heart and mind, and I know that all
members will share with me in understanding and
recognising the importance of and the devastation
caused by family violence. I do say ‘unfortunately’
because I am sure that we all wish that it did not occur.
It does occur, to the extent that it is the single biggest
cause of death and disability for women under 45.
As we know, Victoria’s first Royal Commission into
Family Violence produced 227 recommendations, and
this government has agreed to implement every one of
them. We have provided a $572 million funding boost
in this budget, responding to these recommendations,
and obviously the 65 urgent recommendations that we
have already made announcements about, including
more housing and crisis refuges, more counsellors,
more prevention programs and more support for
children who are sadly victims of family violence.
I am so pleased, as I mentioned earlier, that over
$9 million has been provided for Sunbury College and
Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Specialist School.
Kismet Park Primary School has received $700 000 as
part of this budget. This is obviously fantastic news for
the school community and fantastic news for education
in Sunbury. Sunbury College received $3 million last
year and in this budget receives $4.8 million, another
commitment by this government that is wonderful news
and certainly welcomed by the school. I just want to put
on record my thanks to the school and my
congratulations on its advocacy for funding.
I have to say, though, that the highlight of this budget is
the funding for special education. If we go back to
values and the things that truly matter, I think funding
for specialist education — funding for students with
disabilities — is something that all governments should
not walk away from but should stay committed to. A
budget is a values statement which shows the priorities
of a government, and I could not be prouder of our
values. This is a great budget for Victorians. We are
getting on with it, and we are getting it done. I would
like to congratulate the Treasurer and the Premier on
their outstanding efforts, and of course all the ministers.
I commend the bill to the house.
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Mr PAYNTER (Bass) — It is a privilege to stand
up to speak on this year’s state budget, which is the
second budget delivered by the current Treasurer. Last
year’s budget was particularly disappointing, but it was
his first year so I thought I would give him a go. But he
has again disappointed. It sort of reminds me of one of
those first-round draft picks. You expect a fair bit. In
the first year you give them a little bit of grace, but then
in the second year you start to think, ‘If they don’t
come on a little bit, we’re going to have to get rid of
them’. It reminds me a little bit of Jack Watts when he
played for Melbourne. He was a star-studded,
first-round draft pick, but he failed to deliver. I think
this Treasurer will be heading in the same direction
before too long. He will have to be traded. We are
going to have to look for a better model, because he has
continued on the tradition of the great Labor Party and
Labor governments of the past of being some of the
highest taxing regimes known to man.
One of the things about sitting in the chamber over the
last couple of days has been the ability to listen to those
members on the other side. They must be reading from
their handouts which have been handed to them by the
Treasurer, because they are loaded with untruths and
misnomers. Yet they continue to spout them, one after
another. It makes me wonder whether they actually
think for themselves and whether they actually read the
data that is provided by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS). Outside of the chamber we tend to
stick to the facts and the truth. If members read
Hansard, they would see that there is quite a
remarkable difference between reality and the spin
being handed down by the government. If you only
look at Timmy the Treasurer, you would understand
where it is coming from.
The facts, quite simply recorded for historical purposes,
are that this state was handed over in remarkable
condition by the former Treasurer, who did an
outstanding job. That will go down in history; I do not
need to state that. You need only look at the statistics
and the facts between 2010 and 2014 to see what a
remarkable job the former Treasurer did. That is a
matter of public record. If government members
bothered to look, they would see that our state economy
was probably one of the better state economies, if not
the best state economy, in Australia. The budget
surpluses at the time and also those projected were
equal to or in excess of what the Treasurer quite
publicly announced last week. He took quite a lot of
credit for a job that had already been done by the
former Treasurer. Congratulations to the former
Treasurer on leaving such an outstanding economy.
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As I said, that is just a matter of record. It is no great
news to the state of Victoria or the public. In the
previous term, jobs under the coalition government
grew by 139 000 between 2010 and 2014. It is not too
difficult to find out that the closest state to that was
Western Australia, which had been going through the
mining boom. So for Victoria to actually increase its
job rate faster than any other state in Australia was a
remarkable job. I am not quite sure how any member of
the government could stand up and deny that. These are
ABS statistics. Government members only have to use
Google — if they know how to do that — to see that. It
is just a matter of public record that Victoria had the
greatest jobs growth of any state in Australia, and that
was handed over to this Treasurer. Again,
congratulations to the former coalition government and
its Treasurer.
Probably the most damning statistic for this
government is the fact that in the coalition’s final year
of 2014, 78 000 jobs were created. That is 78 000 jobs
that were created in the state of Victoria in 2014. This
compares to the current government’s creation of
34 000 jobs. The former coalition government created
78 000 jobs in its final years compared to 34 000 in
Labor’s first year of government. That is a damning
statistic. How any member of the government could
stand up and say that they have had success in jobs
growth is just not true. It just should not be said because
it does not compare to the former coalition government.
It is a given that the coalition government supports
business — small business and large business — and
the Labor government does not. You only have to look
at the statistics to prove that fact.
Previously Victoria was the greatest state in Australia
for jobs growth. That is not the case now. We are now
second, well behind New South Wales. One of the
things you grow up with is a competitive spirit. You
like to think that you are the best at something or you
are very competitive and you can get one up. Of all the
states, we have fallen behind New South Wales.
Nobody should be proud of that: 66 000 jobs were
created in Victoria and 147 000 were created in New
South Wales, so we are getting smashed. I say to the
Minister for Local Government, who is at the table, we
are getting smashed by New South Wales. That is a
shame because one of the things we need to do in the
state of Victoria is to grow our economy. That means
growing jobs, and the only way you can do that is to
support small business.
Adding things like public holidays does the exact
opposite. It is an absolute disgrace that the government
has added an extra two public holidays — one for this
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grand final parade. It is absolute nonsense. People are
actually losing jobs because of the decisions that this
government has made. Nobody supports additional
public holidays other than the government’s union
friends. What a way to run an economy. What a way to
purport to be growing small business. We have created
66 000 jobs to New South Wales’s 147 000 jobs. We
have lost our mantle as the greatest job growth state in
Australia. You really have to wonder where this state is
heading under this government. Bring on 2018. We are
all looking forward to that. We are going to get this
state back on track.
I mentioned earlier that Labor governments have a
history of being the highest taxing regimes any country
can have. It has been proven true again. Despite the
former Leader of the Opposition, now Premier, stating
prior to the election that there would be no tax
increases, he has again done the exact opposite. If
members have a look at the statistics, they will see that
state taxes increased by 20.7 per cent between 2014 and
2016. This is all on the public record. I am not making
this up; members can find it themselves on any of the
databases. The Premier stated that taxes would not
increase, yet the reality is something completely
different. In two years we have seen an increase in state
taxes of $3.7 billion, or 20.7 per cent. That is beyond
dispute. This government says one thing, but it delivers
something else. That is a matter of public record, and
the government will be held to account for that.
State taxes as a percentage of the overall state economy
continue to increase. When we were in government we
saw state taxes decrease as a percentage of the state
economy. We predicted a percentage decrease of
somewhere between 4.8 per cent to about 4.7 per cent.
The projection under the current government of state
taxes as a percentage of the state economy is 5.08 per
cent up to 5.41 per cent. Again it is beyond dispute that
this is one of the highest taxing governments in
Australia.
The then Leader of the Opposition, now Premier,
promised that he would not increase taxes or impose
new ones. Again we have seen the exact opposite. The
fire services property levy has been increased by 7.2 per
cent. He said taxes would not increase. A land tax
surcharge for absentee owners of 0.5 per cent has been
introduced. He said taxes would not increase, yet a
3 per cent stamp duty surcharge for foreign buyers has
been introduced. But he said taxes would not increase
and he said there would not be any new taxes. Here are
three examples of either new taxes or taxes that have
increased — two new ones and one increase. But he
said taxes would not increase, so which is it? What can
we believe?
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What this government does not realise is that
introducing taxes like the brown coal tax impacts on
every one of us. Government members talk about
low-income earners, struggling families and so on, but
the government is increasing their expenses. Do they
understand the connection between increasing taxes and
increasing the burden on families? What is it that they
do not get? Do they not understand that when you
increase taxes they are passed on to everybody in the
state of Victoria? Is there something they do not
understand about that very simple principle — that
when you increase taxes families suffer? This
government is making families suffer. How long is it
going to make families suffer?
Ms Thomas interjected.
Mr PAYNTER — The member for Macedon has
finally found her voice. Families are suffering under
this government. Government members do not
understand that when taxes are increased, the burden
falls onto families. It is a simple principle. Increase
taxes or introduce new taxes, and families suffer. It is
simple. The government is making families and the
good people of Victoria suffer.
I say good evening to the member for Sunbury. He is
not suffering; he always has a smile on his face because
he is part of this heavy-taxing state government that we
will have in place for another two and a half years.
The government thought it would increase the payroll
tax threshold. Gee, Timmy the Treasurer has gone out
on a limb here. He is increasing it by $25 000 per year
for four years. That is going to help small business no
end! The Treasurer is a joke. What does he not
understand about small business? Did he ask small
businesses what they want? I do not think he did. They
wanted the government and the Treasurer to decrease
the payroll tax rate, not increase the threshold by
$25 000. They wanted a threshold increase of at least
$100 000, but they wanted the payroll tax rate
decreased so that all small businesses could benefit —
not just the ones under or over the threshold but all of
them. What does the Treasurer not understand about
small business? I can give him a one-on-one. Any
member of Parliament can come to my office anytime,
and we can have a chat about small business.
I can tell members what does not help small business:
adding public holidays. Did government members ask
small businesses what they felt about the grand final
parade public holiday? They did not. I had businesses
that did not open their doors; they closed for the day,
costing the businesses hundreds of thousands of dollars
and costing casual employees employment for the day.
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They did not earn an income because the government
closed the doors. Adding public holidays makes small
business suffer, which makes families suffer. It is
simple. Government members should talk to their
constituents, and they will explain the basics of how the
economy works.
There are a couple of good things in the budget for the
good seat of Bass. We got $48 million for the
penguins — fantastic, great news for the economy,
great news for tourism. I have done a quick calculation;
it is about $50 000 a penguin — great news — —
Ms Thomas — You hate penguins.
Mr PAYNTER — I love the penguins. The $50 000
per penguin is great news if you are a penguin. It is
great news for Phillip Island and great news for
tourism. I congratulate the Treasurer on finding
$48 million.
We have $300 000-odd for the Wonthaggi education
precinct; we wanted $21 million. The good people of
Wonthaggi were promised $21 million for the
education precinct. We got $3 million for a Cowes
police station, but no-one knows where it is going to go,
and not even the police knew that they were going to
get it.
Debate adjourned on motion of
Ms BLANDTHORN (Pascoe Vale).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT
2016–2017) BILL 2016
Second reading
Debate resumed from 27 April; motion of
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport).
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — It is a pleasure to
rise to make some comments on the Appropriation
(Parliament 2016–2017) Bill 2016. As I mentioned in
my contribution on the Appropriation
(2016–2017) Bill 2016, it is less than satisfactory that
the Parliament, and the Assembly in particular, has
been put in a position where we are now debating this
bill before, in this case, the Presiding Officers and the
clerks have had the opportunity, together with the
Secretary of the Department of Parliamentary Services,
to appear before the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee. That will in fact occur on Friday morning,
and it does, particularly in the context of this bill, make
debate a little bit difficult, because the second-reading
speech is probably the shortest second-reading speech I
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have ever seen — probably the words do not run to
much more than half-a-page — and of course, as most
members know, the details in budget paper 3 are
somewhat limited as well.
But the second-reading speech actually says:
In line with the wishes of the Presiding Officers,
appropriations in the bill are made to the departments of the
Parliament.

The inference of course is that the appropriations that
are proposed are in line with the wishes of the Presiding
Officers. A cynic might say that in fact what is in line
with the wishes of the Presiding Officers is that the
appropriations are made in the proportions that the
Presiding Officers would like. That is an issue that I
will explore on Friday morning, but unfortunately at
this point we are not unable to verify that the
Parliament — or indeed the Auditor-General — has
been funded to the extent of financial support that it
was seeking.
Given that the Presiding Officers have not yet presented
themselves to the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee, I thought it might be worth looking at last
year’s presentation, which occurred on 20 May. No
doubt some of the issues are still relevant. Of course the
Parliament that appears is divided into four units:
effectively three departments plus the committees — so
the Council, the Assembly, the Department of
Parliamentary Services and the committees, but of
course with this bill we are also funding the
Auditor-General.
We are not funding, in the case of the Parliament or the
Auditor-General, the entire expenditure; a significant
amount for both is funded through special
appropriations. But nevertheless in total the amount
proposed is some $117 million. Of that $15.789 million
goes to the Victorian Auditor-General’s Office and the
balance goes to the Parliament. The balance appears to
be pretty much in line with what was originally
appropriated last year, and I think there is some
commentary in the budget papers around the issue of
carryover of funds and so on from members.
Last year. and rightly, I think, the Presiding Officers
highlighted a number of pressures that are being
brought to bear on the parliamentary budget. These are
factors that are not entirely beyond the control of the
Parliament, but to some extent they are. I refer to
electorate office rent. We know what is happening in
the property market; we know that not only have house
prices grown in the last decade but also commercial
property prices. The figures presented last year indicate
that the rental expense for electorate offices had almost
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doubled in the period 2005–06 to 2017–18, from
$3.73 million to a projected $6.29 million. A
substantially bigger gap occurs in the costs for the
precinct rent and utilities. So perhaps they were
artificially low in 2005–06, down at $1.13 million, but
they are projected in 2017–18 to be $3.49 million.
There is a similar trajectory in terms of IT: from
$3.43 million to $6.23 million over the same period.
Salary costs as well for electorate offices are up from
$12.35 million to a projected $25.79 million in
2017–18.
Of course there are not only the fixed costs in terms of
providing roofs over the heads of members and their
electorate officers, as well as over the heads of
parliamentary staff at St Andrews Place, but there is
also significant work being undertaken around the
precinct. I first took up my position in Parliament in
December 2006, and I think from memory it was about
June 2007 that a scaffold went up outside my office
window and the nice view of the Dandenongs and
St Patrick’s Cathedral disappeared. The scaffolds went
up when the work started, and we have all watched
with interest the work that has occurred, from the far
corner of the building near the car park, around the
courtyard outside the chamber here and getting very
close to the front of the building.
I guess when you have a building that is close to
160 years old, there is going to be wear and tear.
Certainly I took the opportunity that was afforded to us
some weeks ago to go up on the roof and to talk to the
contractors undertaking the work on the stone. It is a
significant investment, but it is an investment that I
think will serve us exceptionally well for the years to
come. Some years ago I think it was representatives of
the National Gallery of Victoria who came along and
said, ‘You can no longer hang our paintings in the
Legislative Council Committee Room because we do
not consider that it is sufficiently weatherproof to
maintain them in the manner that they should be
maintained in’. When you get to that point, where the
state Parliament is not able to appropriately hang works
of art, then clearly you need to do something about it.
The encouraging thing is, as I think I have mentioned in
earlier parliamentary appropriation debates, that rather
than doing a patch-up job, the work that is being
undertaken in this context is of a high standard and will
set us up for a very long future.
There were a few other things covered in the context of
last year that are relevant. Of course we have had a
significant expansion of security. That is an unfortunate
necessity. I certainly do not have any quibble with the
security, although my wife, who is stuck outside at the
moment trying to get a car in the back gate because the
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security will not let her in, might have a slightly
different view. But it is necessary, and obviously the
incident that we saw earlier this afternoon indicates that
while we need to keep the house and the Parliament
accessible to the people that it is here to serve, we also
need to make sure that we are not seen as a soft target.
Certainly work has been undertaken over the last
couple of years, particularly increased security around
the back of the building and the internal work in terms
of putting doors in to segregate the public and
members. While, again, you would rather that
segregation did not have to occur, it is unfortunately a
necessary evil, to use a cliché, but I think an appropriate
one in the times in which we live.
With regard to the budget that we have before us, it is a
very modest increase. We see from the initiatives
portion of budget paper 3 that there are total output
initiatives over the coming year of $7.1 million; some
$4.4 million of that is for the Parliamentary Budget
Office; and there is also an allocation of significant
funds, $1.7 million, to improve the staff leave
arrangements at electorate offices. But beyond that
there is not much in it. Over the forward estimates, if
you take out the ongoing impact of the Parliamentary
Budget Office and the staff leave arrangements, the
growth in expenditure is very, very modest.
Budget paper 3 also identifies the usual details in terms
of the outputs, and again there is not much very
different in those apart from the issues I have identified.
I think the point of the growing costs relative to the
modest increase in expenditure is that there is really
only one bucket that can be squeezed, and that is the
bucket that services members of Parliament, and that
obviously places us all under some duress.
Obviously we want a lean Parliament. We want a
Parliament that is working well and not being in any
way extravagant, but with some of the changes being
made now, I have got to say, it does make it a little bit
hard to operate in each case, and I will give two
examples. The first is the change to electronic provision
of most reports. I think that is a great initiative, and I
now operate with very little paper in my own office, but
with some documents, particularly if you are going to
be using them in the house, you actually need physical
copies, because you simply cannot have three or four
pages up concurrently on an iPad — it just does not
work.
Certainly yesterday and a few months ago I have had
situations, once with the new budget update and once
with the budget itself, where additional copies were
sought because of the particular responsibilities that I
have. While ultimately they were obtained, in the case
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of yesterday a senior member of the parliamentary staff
had to go to some trouble to obtain a copy for me. I am
not sure that that is the most efficient use of time, and I
certainly intend raising that issue with the Presiding
Officers tomorrow, because I am not sure that we are
really being served as well as we could be. But
certainly we need to be doing as much as we can in
terms of moving to electronic versions and so on.
There are just another couple of issues that I want to
cover. One is a personal hobbyhorse, and that is the
condition of the room in which we are working this
afternoon. Obviously it is nearly 160 years old. We tend
to think that apart from the obvious changes of the
seating, from the benches to the rather more
comfortable chairs that from memory occurred in early
2003, not much else has changed. But of course when
you look at some of the old pictures — not photos,
because this place predates photos — you will find that
there used to be a door behind the seat occupied by the
member for Narre Warren South. The door behind you,
Acting Speaker McGuire, was not there, the Speaker’s
chair was a lot further back and the chamber was quite
different.
We keep it going. This is a workplace, and I think the
place, the fabric, is pretty well looked after. But I have
to say what does offend me and has done for a number
of years — I think going back prior to the time of
Speaker Smith — are the black marks that we are
getting on the fabric up there on the walls above the
back benches. In a room of the this significance, being
not only the home of the Victorian Legislative
Assembly but of course for 27 years having been the
home of the House of Representatives, you would hope
a few of those sorts of things could be fixed up.
Mr Donnellan interjected.
Mr MORRIS — And then we would still be up at
the Exhibition!
Just finally, I would like — this is always fraught with
danger but I think it is certainly worth doing
occasionally — to recognise the work of all the people
who service and support the work that we do.
Obviously in this chamber the most significant figures
are the Clerks, the attendants and the Hansard people.
The procedure office just out the door, but intimately
linked, serves us exceptionally well; and there are our
catering staff and security.
Generally I am pretty happy with the security. I
probably have a slightly different view at the moment,
but I think in a time of increased security and obviously
increased stress as a result of that, they do a pretty good
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job; and of course, we have the protective services
officers (PSOs). I must say that I was not alarmed but a
little bit concerned to read this morning that there is a
proposal to spread about half the number of PSOs
across both Treasury Place and here. Of course that is a
decision for the Chief Commissioner of Police, but we
are a soft target, and I think we all need to be a little bit
concerned about that issue.
We also have the cleaners of course, and the
maintenance teams, who go well above and beyond in
terms of maintenance. Of course, knowing a little bit
about that field and what it must be like to be working
in a building of this age and heritage, to do it the way
they do is certainly good.
Across the road at St Andrews Place are the committee
staff. I greatly respect their professionalism. I certainly
respect their work ethic, but I have got to say that due to
a range of circumstances I have seen way too much of
the staff of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee in the last 15 months or so, and I am sure
they will agree with me that we could probably do with
a little more time apart. But as I mentioned to them
directly on Monday, I certainly appreciate the work
they do under the sometimes trying circumstances.
Finally, the remaining staff at 55 St Andrews Place are
in the IT and the security and electorate properties
units. In those two offices in particular it is a matter of
fact that generally as members we do not contact them
unless we have a problem. Given the sort of life that we
lead and the pressures that are upon us all, when we
have a problem we generally want it fixed, and we want
it fixed now. Of course the reality is that they cannot
always fix it, but generally they try damned hard to do
it, and they must deal with 128 members. I was going
to say, ‘And they deal with 128 different demands’, but
it is probably a whole lot more than 128 different
demands, hopefully not always at once. I certainly
appreciate the work they do as well.
I just reiterate my concern that we are being asked to
debate these issues knowing that we will not get to a
committee or consideration-in-detail stage on this bill,
that we are being asked to debate it prior to
consideration of the matter and the opportunity for the
Presiding Officers to present to the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee on Friday. Under those
circumstances, and with the obvious gaps in
knowledge, I commend the bill to the house.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — It is a
pleasure to rise this afternoon to speak on the
Appropriation (Parliament 2016–2017) Bill 2016. I feel
as though I should channel the member for Mornington
for a while and let everybody know that I too am going
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to refer to budget paper 3, page 111, tables 1.2 and
1.27. That is how it is done at the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee (PAEC), is it not? So we had
better set the scene here and live up to the fine qualities
of PAEC members and former ones, as I am.
As we know, the purpose of this bill is to provide the
funding for the operation of the Parliament in 2016 and
2017. In other words it is to fund our workplace and
fund the open house that is the Parliament for the
people of Victoria and also the home of democracy in
Victoria. It is really important that we make a
significant investment in those very things — the
Parliament, the people of Victoria and the democratic
institutions of Victoria.
As the member for Mornington highlighted, in the
tables in budget paper 3 we do see what he quite
correctly termed a modest increase in funding for the
Parliament to operate. Before he used the term
‘modest’, I was thinking of the words ‘adequate’ and
‘not indulgent’. It certainly is not indulgent, because I
know that we are public servants and very much have
to live within our means and deliver outcomes for the
benefit of all Victorians. We have to do that. That is
why we have this process of having a parliamentary
appropriation bill, and we have PAEC hearings where
the Speaker and the President appear alongside their
major officers to support them during that process to
make sure that we are transparent and accountable for
every cent that we spend on ourselves and on our
workplace — on this magnificent building, this great
institution of decision-making and lawmaking.
This budget includes $128.9 million for the operations
of this chamber, the Legislative Council, the
parliamentary investigatory committees, the
Department of Parliamentary Services, the
Parliamentary Budget Office and the Auditor-General.
Just listing those institutions you realise that at just
$128.9 million we get pretty good value for money,
because they play a very important part not only in
making laws but in making sure that every cent that
ministers spend on the rollout of the budget is in fact
well supported by the officers of the Parliamentary
Services department and other public servants and that
the Auditor-General keeps a very watchful eye on all of
us.
If you have attended meetings where one of the
departments that you might be interested in — in my
example it is the education department — is under the
scrutiny of the Auditor-General, you realise what
incredibly valuable work they do not only in making
sure they spend our dollars wisely but, in doing that, in
undertaking the research around that, making some
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very wise recommendations about how we can perform
our duties as a government, indeed our duties as an
opposition, much more effectively and much more in
tune with the expectations of the Victorian public.
I think we all sometimes pinch ourselves when we
think the Parliament of Victoria is our workplace. The
Parliament of Victoria was constructed between 1856
and 1930, and the first Parliament sat here in November
1856. Of course we know that this was the seat of the
federal Parliament for many years as well — over
20 years. I have now served in this Parliament for over
10 years, and, as I said, I sometimes have to pinch
myself to believe where that time has gone.
Because I have been a member of this house for so long
I have had an office in the chook house, or the annex,
and now have an office here in Parliament House. I
must say — and I say this very fondly — that these
buildings do need a lot of love and attention to keep
these august buildings looking shipshape. Indeed when
reading about the Parliament of Victoria it always
comes to my attention that these buildings have never
been completed. They are still very much a work in
progress. When I bring visitors into the house and they
see all of the stuff hanging around or that there is
scaffolding and they ask what is going on, I often
comment that it is a bit like the Sydney Harbour Bridge.
As soon as you finish one section you find another part
of the building that needs some love and attention or
some work needing done, and this work is certainly
ongoing. So it is very important, in making this
appropriation in the budget, that we are very much
looking after this building for the people of Victoria but
also that it is a good workspace for us to be in.
Ms Thomson — And a safe one.
Ms GRALEY — And a safe one, definitely. I must
admit that when you see young people come to visit
you at Parliament — especially the schoolchildren —
you notice their looks of glee and surprise when they
come in here and see these ornate chambers, the statues
and the paintings and everybody very busily working
about the place. When you see it in their eyes and their
smiles you realise what a very special place this is.
I would like to say, though, that when you take your
visitors out to the chook house, or the annex, they are
equally — I would not say smiling with glee — quite
gobsmacked to think that parliamentarians have their
offices in what at best can be described as old-school
portables, I suppose. They say, ‘Is this really where you
work?’. Most of us have had a pretty rugged trip to
Parliament. We have done a lot of work in the
community. We have spent a lot of time getting here.
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We have put ourselves out there and got a lot of
criticism along the way probably. It is not an easy gig
being a member of Parliament — but hang on, I am
very glad to be here doing it — but I think they do have
higher expectations that parliamentarians would in fact
have better digs to do their work in. In fact I remember
one Queen’s Counsel saying to me, ‘I can’t believe you
could be a productive person in this sort of space’.
So it is very pleasing to see in budget paper 3 the
allocation that has been made for the new buildings that
will house the staff. I know we will come in for some
criticism for this. People like to have a go at pollies, but
I subscribe to the old adage that sometimes if you feed
them peanuts, you get monkeys. Not that I am casting
aspersions on anybody in here, but I am saying that we
have an obligation to provide a professional workplace
if we want good outcomes from the work of
parliamentarians.
There are more reasons than that for why we need this
new building. It is not only putting a professional face
on the work of the parliamentarians and the staff; we
also have an obligation to make sure that everybody
who works here — indeed everybody who visits this
place — enters a place that complies with workplace
health and safety standards and is a healthy place to
work in.
When I arrived in this place I remember standing on the
front steps of Parliament House and thinking, ‘This is
really the happiest day for life’— or one of them at
least — but after 18 months I was beleaguered with
illness. There was a pretty sad thing going on. After
asking the question, ‘Why me?, I actually asked the
question, ‘How did that happen?’. Your mind casts a
wide net.
So I do commend the President and the Speaker for
launching an investigation into health and wellbeing
conditions in this Parliament. I hope it has contributed
to the fact that we are going to get a brand spanking
new healthy environment to work in in our new
building. That is not only a good investment in our
health and wellbeing but it is also an investment in
people like me, who may think that their workplace
may somehow have contributed to their illness.
I have read the Victorian Parliament Cancer Study —
Final Report. It is an excellent report. I note that
finding 6 says:
The most notable differences amongst the individual tumour
types was a greater than expected number of cases of breast
cancer (17 observed, 10 expected) and a smaller than
expected number of lung cancer cases …
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Apparently parliamentarians do not smoke as much as
the rest of the population. That triggered some pretty
uneasy feelings, not only with regard to me but also
with regard to other parliamentarians, former and
present, who have also experienced breast cancer. The
final summary of the report points out that:
The committee cannot identify evidence of an unusual
incidence of malignancy amongst the groups studied.
No environmental exposure likely to cause cancer was
identified in its immediate Parliament House or in the
precinct.

That gives us some way of reconciling that there may
be other issues at play in our own personal
circumstances, but the best thing that this Parliament
can do to make sure that nobody is second-guessing
that, especially people who have experienced breast
cancer, is to remove the chook house. I cannot say that I
am not looking forward to the day when the chook
house completely disappears and we get our new
building to work in. It will be a good thing for a person
like me, and for every other member of the
Parliament — and indeed every staff member and
visitor to the Parliament.
I would like to finish by referring to the work of the
Auditor-General, as I have already mentioned, and also
that of the budget office and the investigative
committees. I have been very aware that a number of
investigative committees have been operating,
especially in the upper house, and of course there is the
Parliamentary Budget Office. I really value the work
that they do. Don Chipp used the phrase, ‘Keeping the
bastards honest’. These committees and the budget
office are very incisive, and I really appreciate the work
they do because they focus on improvement.
We do not want to waste money. We want to continue
to innovate and be responsive. But I must put on the
parliamentary record that a little bit of shenanigans is
going on in the upper house too. While we might want
to keep the bastards honest and have a look at some of
the things that may be going on, there is also a little bit
of a witch-hunt going on up there, and the public are
having to subsidise that. There is a little bit of
wastefulness and ugliness and over-the-top behaviour.
We need to keep a very watchful eye on just how that
money is being spent in those investigative committees.
I want to finish my contribution by saying thank you to
the people who work in the Parliament. Members of
Parliament are not the easiest to people to get along
with, but I must say that we really — —
An honourable member — Speak for yourself!
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Ms GRALEY — I know that I am not the easiest
member to get along with, I must say. But I would say
that so many of the staff here really do go out of their
way to assist us. I would especially like to thank all of
the attendants in the chamber. I would like to say a
special thank you to Pablo, who keeps me up to date
with my Western Bulldogs news even when I am
supposed to be cheering and ranting in the Parliament
about something much more important. I certainly
knew who the no. 1 draft pick was before most people
in Melbourne, so thank you, Pablo, and all the other
attendants in the chamber.
I would like to say a special thanks to the Hansard staff.
Many people who follow me will say they make us
sound much better than we ever expected to sound. I
often pick up Hansard and say, ‘Oh boy, that all came
together pretty well’, but I do not think that is exactly
how I felt when it was coming out. So I send a special
thanks to the Hansard staff.
I would also like to thank the people in parliamentary
services. They have got an arduous job in finding us
electorate offices, moving us into them and making sure
that they are maintained well. I know that is not always
an easy job — in fact it is a hard job.
For me, especially, the IT staff are always really
helpful. I am a little bit backward where IT is
concerned. I often ask the stupid question, but they
always respond in a very positive way.
This bill is very important. It invests in the Parliament.
It invests in the people of Victoria and their traditions of
democracy. If we can keep on providing better and
better facilities, I think we will deliver better
government and better parliamentary performances. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to make a
contribution to the debate on the Appropriation
(Parliament 2016–2017) Bill 2016 on behalf of The
Nationals. The purpose of the bill is to make provision
for the appropriation of certain sums out of the
Consolidated Fund in respect of Parliament for the
financial year 2016–17. I am certainly going to support
what the member for Mornington said about the
process of debating this bill. Normally it is done after
the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee budget
hearings, but here we are, doing it now. Probably all of
us need to declare that we are all going to benefit from
this bill because it does run Parliament.
The bill is split up into cost centres, and they are
detailed in the schedule. We have the Department of the
Legislative Council, the Department of the Legislative
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Assembly, the Department of Parliamentary
Investigatory Committees, the Department of
Parliamentary Services, the Department of
Auditor-General and a new one, the Department of
Parliamentary Budget Office. That is something that we
recently debated in this Parliament. I notice that the
Parliamentary Budget Office will have an initial budget
of $4.4 million to look at costing various proposals,
particularly around budgets and election campaigns,
and to provide neutral assessments of certain proposals.
The bill is also associated with some special
appropriations for certain items as well.
Traditionally this bill provides an opportunity for the
Parliament to thank all those who support democracy in
Victoria, and there is a large number of staff who do
that. On behalf of the National Party I want to add my
thanks to all of them. Most of the departments and
sectors have been spoken about by previous speakers so
I will not go over them again. To all of those who
support us, advise us, guide us and protect us, I take this
opportunity to say thank you very much.
We can also look at the works that are occurring in
Parliament House. It is a large job, and it is interesting.
I noticed the stonemasons were here when I arrived
some time ago. I expect they will probably be here
when I depart this house, such is the nature of the job. It
is a full refurbishment. As a member of the House
Committee, I have been given information that suggests
this is a very large job. It is a once-in-150-years job as
far as a refurbishment goes. I have toured a lot of the
works. I have been on the roof a couple of times, which
is rather interesting, and I have looked at other places
around the building.
I also note that we have a bathroom renewal program
running, for which I am thankful. Some of those
bathrooms are rather in need of renewal. I also note that
there will be new offices constructed. After many
decades of discussions, it looks like we have been able
to find a way forward to create offices, and the previous
speaker mentioned the importance of this. It is a project
that I am very much looking forward to. I think the
departments have done a lot of work to produce
something that is compatible with the history of the
building, taking into account the views that are required
of the building and vice versa — what we can see from
the building — to produce something that is functional
and close to our Parliament. Well done to everyone
who has been involved in the project. I know that it has
not been easy.
We know about security. There have been some
changes here, which is a modern reality. I notice that
some of the doors that we now have at what we know
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as the back corridor may serve a purpose beyond
security in that they work on draught control, because
sometimes in winter the wind can whistle through this
building, between the front doors and the back doors. It
is pretty amazing.
With that said, this bill is about the cost of supporting
democracy. We are a transparent democracy, so people
can see what democracy costs. In the greater scheme of
things it is very wise for the people of Victoria to invest
in our democracy in this way. I think they do get value
for money, as many have said, and we only need to
look at what is written on the floor in the vestibule to be
reminded about what our democracy is and what we
need to do ensure that it remains and thrives. With that,
I commend the bill to the house.
Ms THOMSON (Footscray) — I too rise to support
the Appropriation (Parliament 2016–2017) Bill 2016,
and I do it with great delight for a couple of reasons.
The first reason is the way in which the budget
enhances the ability of this Parliament to do its job in
the best interests of the citizens of Victoria. I am talking
about the additional resources for the Legislative
Council committees. I do want to follow on from the
member for Narre Warren South in relation to the work
that they could do. If they choose to, they can do really
meaningful work — or they can play politics. I hope
that they will take the opportunity with their budget to
do really meaningful long-term work that will benefit
the citizens of Victoria and not just use it for political
point-scoring, which is what we have seen most
recently. It is an opportunity, and I hope that they will
take up that opportunity.
I also want to talk a bit about the Parliamentary Budget
Office, because I think this is an important initiative. It
meets a government election promise to set up the
Parliamentary Budget Office, which will give every
member of Parliament — it does not matter which party
and it does not matter if they are not a member of a
party — an opportunity to properly assess the costings
of policy options and to get that neutral view of policy
costings. That has to be a real plus for members of
Parliament, that they know that they have somewhere
they can go to get that kind of advice. Again it enhances
our capacity to serve our communities better by making
sure that what we are putting up is realistic and
meaningful and will do what we hope it will do. That is
an important bonus in this legislation. It does meet the
election commitment that we made, and it does reflect
our commitment to ensuring that we have a
parliamentary system that works the best way it
possibly can.
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The performance of the Victorian Auditor-General’s
Office and allowing better scrutiny of how that works is
also important, because we do not want a system where
there is not some appropriate parliamentary oversight
for the Auditor-General as well. That is also important.
I want to get to the second point, which is about the
renovations of this place and the standard of this place.
It was not so long ago that we could walk around
certain parts of this building and see paint peeling off
walls and ceilings. We could see where water was
coming in. We could see what that meant for the health
and wellbeing of the people who work in this place —
and not just members of Parliament but everybody who
works in this place. Those problems did need to be
fixed. We also know that a former Attorney-General,
Rob Hulls, got very sick from being in one of the
offices underneath the front stairs. In fact he became
critically ill and could have lost his life as a result of the
continual leakage that had occurred and the mould and
stuff that had grown as a consequence in his office
which was in what I call the dungeons or the stables
and are now known as the ministerial wing. It is
important that we correct these faults.
I want to talk about the precious chook house, the
temporary accommodation that has been here since the
1970s.
Ms Knight — There is a song about it.
Ms THOMSON — Yes, there has been a song
written about it. I think the member for Wendouree
should read that song into Hansard, because it is a
sensational song.
This was a building that was only ever meant to be
temporary, but it has been there since the 1970s. There
were issues with people falling down the stairs when
rushing to get from the chook house to the chamber for
divisions, running from the chook house and up the
dangerous stairs and past the balcony. No-one should
fear that they may fall down the stairs in their place of
work in order to meet the commitments that they need
to meet. For staff who have had to walk through and
work in the chook house and get around and about it, it
was dangerous for them as well. It is appropriate that
we have a safe and healthy work environment for the
people who work here.
I want to pay tribute too to the staff in this place. When
we arrive at Parliament the staff members have usually
been here for quite a considerable time and they are
here after we leave. People do not really get to see that
aspect of the workings of the Parliament, and we need
to respect the work that the staff put in. We see the

1889

attendants. They are visible, and we recognise their
work and really appreciate it. We understand the
serious work that our officials at the table here do in
supporting us when dealing with legislation,
understanding the procedures and making sure the
Parliament runs properly and appropriately — and
sometimes keeping us in check, but only when needed.
But there are all those behind-the-scenes people who
we do not really get to see — the maintenance people
who look after our gardens and our offices and who
clean this Parliament to keep it looking as pristine as it
does.
There is of course the library staff and Hansard. I thank
Hansard for making me sound so good, because I am
sure that at least a couple of times I have read back my
speeches in Hansard and thought, ‘I am sure I did not
say it that well’. So thank you, Hansard. It is important
to get that on the record.
I thank the catering staff. We might not in the lower
house be sitting the hours that we used to sit, but the
upper house has been sitting some extraordinary hours
and the catering staff have to cope with putting on
meals and food for those people — for the staff and
members — who are around for late hours. We have to
acknowledge what they need to do to help keep us
going.
For all the times that we have been narky with them
because the cup of coffee has not come quick enough
for us to drink before we have to get back into the
chamber because there has been a flood of people
requesting coffee all at the same time, I apologise fully
right now. Here I declare I am probably one of those,
and I apologise fully for that, but you have got to have
that first hit of caffeine, really, before you are nice to
anyone.
I think there are a lot of people in here who we really do
not get to see but who we do recognise. They should be
able to work in an environment that is healthy and safe
and one that they can be proud of, because this is as
much their house as it is ours.
I do not know about any other member of Parliament,
but I am not as productive here as I would like to be. I
think that once we have our new facilities where we
have the technology and where we have the capability
to actually work more efficiently and more effectively
we will be better parliamentarians for it. I think it is
necessary and welcome that we are going to build the
new facilities which will give us modern offices that we
can work from, that we can have our staff in with space
for them to work from, where we can be efficient and
effective, where we can look after our constituents and
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from where we will also be able to contribute here in
the Parliament.
Ms Knight — And the next generation.
Ms THOMSON — Yes, and the next generation as
well. I think that is all crucially important to us as
members of Parliament. I can regale chook house
stories from here to eternity, because as a young Labor
person — —
Mr Northe — Tell a few.
Ms THOMSON — I am about to. As a young
Labor person I did spend some quality time in the
Parliament sitting and watching it in action. It was a
different place in those days and it was a different kind
of member of Parliament. They were some amazing
and fun times when you got to hear some of the best
orators you possibly could get up in the house and
debate. Clyde Holding comes to mind — he could get
up and hold the Parliament spellbound — or the
running barbs between Jack Simpson and Robert
Maclellan, who would have running gags operating in
the Parliament and then would keep them going on the
fax machines afterwards between offices. Those sorts
of things are the history of this place that no-one
outside this place really knows, but they make it unique
and special as a workplace. They are great stories.
There is, jokingly, our bordello that has moved from the
chook house to the third floor, where we can relax and
enjoy one another’s company, which is so important in
this place. I promised to get it on the record. I said I
would, and I have.
Mr Pearson — Mission accomplished.
Ms THOMSON — No-one should ever think that I
would renege on a commitment I make. The
camaraderie that we need to be able to build with one
another across the divide, not just within our own
parties, and the ability to debate issues in the Parliament
and then walk out of here and be able to joke and talk
about our families together, that is what is important to
our democracy. It is the capacity to realise that we all
have our political views, that we all have a position on
what we think is the way we should be dealing with
issues that confront the Parliament, but at the end of the
day when we walk out of this place we know that on
97 per cent of the things we deal with we really do
agree.
We want this to be a vibrant Parliament that works, we
want this to be a vibrant democracy that works, and we
want to actually be able to produce for the constituents
we represent. We all, I believe, want to leave this place
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better than it was when we arrived. We want to have
made a difference for the better in the lives of the
people we represent. I think that if we are to have the
capacity to do that in this house and in this Parliament,
then the facilities need to encourage that. I am hoping
that is what will happen with the new facilities when
they are built and we move into them. We want to
ensure that we maintain that.
I want to talk just a little bit — because we are
resourcing the investigative committees with more
funds and the joint committees with more money —
about how important the work of committees can be.
Again, this is an opportunity to show the Parliament at
its best, when you put aside what your party position
might be — because you do not have one yet — and
you actually get to look at things for the longer term
that may be really meaningful and may make an
absolute difference. I think, Acting Speaker McGuire,
that the committee you worked on in relation to the
abuse of young people by people in the church and
other organisations was a committee that demonstrated
the Parliament at its best. I think that if we have our
committees doing that kind of work, if we look for that
which is common between the parties and if we look
for what is in the best interests of Victorians, we are
doing our job extremely well.
So I am pleased to be able to say that the budget for the
Parliament has increased; that we will see these
facilities meet the needs of modern times and meet the
needs of the workloads of members of Parliament now,
because there is a lot more demand on members. We
are in a position now where everyone expects an
immediate response. It cannot be a week ago. It used to
be that someone would write you a letter and in six
weeks time you would get a letter back, and then you
would send it on to your constituent and the constituent
was happy with that. But now if you have not
responded to it in 10 minutes, you get the next email
asking, ‘Why haven’t you responded to my first
email?’. It is a more immediate society that we are in,
and we need the facilities and the technology to help us
in meeting that demand. We are not going to meet it
perfectly — we are only human — but we can do the
best we can with the facilities that enhance that
opportunity.
I am looking forward to the changes in this Parliament.
I am now in the TAF — the temporary accommodation
facility, and it is better than the chook house — and I
am hoping that it is not very long until we move into
the accommodation that will mean that we are able to
serve the Parliament and the people of Victoria better
and more productively than we do now. I am proud to
see this piece of legislation in the Parliament that
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recognises the importance of Parliament and the
importance of strengthening the capability of MPs to do
their job, and to have resourced the Parliament to do
that. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — I am delighted to
make a contribution to debate on the Appropriation
(Parliament 2016–2017) Bill 2016. It has been
wonderful to hear so many moving contributions on
what is normally a fairly pedestrian piece of legislation.
It is an important piece of legislation this year in
particular. There are a few things I want to raise in my
contribution, particularly in relation to the
Parliamentary Budget Office, as well as the triennial
performance audit of the Victorian Auditor-General’s
Office. The Parliamentary Budget Office is an exciting
initiative of this Parliament and of this government, and
the Appropriation (Parliament 2016–2017) Bill will
provide, I think, slightly over $4 million per annum to
establish this important office.
As I mentioned in an earlier contribution, costings are
an incredibly fraught exercise. They are incredibly
demanding and they are very stressful, and if they go
wrong, they can go spectacularly wrong in the context
of an election campaign. I seem to recall that in 2006
the manager of opposition business, for example, had a
double counting error that was exposed in the campaign
and which derailed the then opposition’s election
campaign. Indeed I had a very near miss in my own
case in the lead-up to the 1999 election for an error I
made in relation to a costings issue. Thankfully my line
manager, the head of economic policy in the then
Leader of the Opposition’s office, picked me up on it
before it became a fatal error.
This will now be a thing of the past because there will
be the capacity for any member of this place to submit a
policy to be costed and audited by the Parliamentary
Budget Office. This is a really important initiative,
because really what you want to see happen is a degree
of rigour and contestability in relation to policy
development. You want the capacity to be able to stress
test your thinking and your ideas and to give some
thought to what you think you would like to pursue; to
have a bit of rigour around how much it might cost,
what the savings will be and what might be, for
example, the best way forward in relation to the
implementation of that policy. So the establishment of
the Parliamentary Budget Office is a really exciting
prospect and an important decision, and $4 million
worth of funding should ensure that you end up with a
very good model and that you get well paid staff who
can do the work. Last year — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The time has
come for me to interrupt business. The member will
have the call when this matter is next before the house.
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The time allowed for the consideration of bills has
expired.

TREASURY AND FINANCE LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2016
Second reading
Debate resumed from 27 April 2016; motion of
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

HOUSE CONTRACTS GUARANTEE
REPEAL BILL 2016
Second reading
Debate resumed from 27 April; motion of
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

LAND (REVOCATION OF
RESERVATIONS — METROPOLITAN
LAND) BILL 2016
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water).
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.
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ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Mountain Highway, Bayswater
Ms VICTORIA (Bayswater) — This evening I rise
to bring an issue to the attention of the Minister for
Roads and Road Safety. The action I seek is that he
reverse the decision to reduce the lanes on Mountain
Highway through Bayswater by 33 per cent as part of
the level crossing removal project.
This morning I tabled a petition signed by over
1300 people who are furious about the decision taken
without consultation. When I met with Knox City
Council and VicRoads representatives a few months
ago, they assured me that traffic had not increased
along Mountain Highway in the last 10 years. That is
the probably the most farcical thing I have heard in at
least 10 years. When I asked which one of them lived in
Bayswater, it was just as I thought: not one. Whenever I
relay that conversation to local residents, they react in
one of two ways: they burst out laughing then realise I
am not joking, or expletives flow freely from their
mouths while they shake their heads.
Those of us who live and work in Bayswater know the
traffic congestion is already at an all-time high in the
area and that reducing lanes will only push more traffic
onto neighbouring roads, including Canterbury and
Scoresby roads, which are already overly congested.
The community does not want this. Local businesses do
not want this. It will hurt trade in Bayswater, with small
businesses anticipating significant impact. Some have
already suggested that they will close up shop.
Part of the narrowing includes the permanent loss of
parking for shoppers right out the front of food and
beverage establishments. How can this not have an
impact on those establishments? Why would the
government consider reducing lanes in this busy area
when we should be adding to our road infrastructure?
Apart from the impact on locals, Mountain Highway is
a major thoroughfare for neighbouring commercial and
industrial estates, not to mention those travelling to
surrounding areas, including the tourism spots like the
Dandenong Ranges. Are we seriously being asked to
believe that reducing lanes on Mountain Highway,
regardless of the removal of the level crossing, will not
add to the traffic chaos already seen in this area at peak
times? Why remove the level crossing only to add
another obstacle which will cause bottlenecks and
traffic delays?
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On my community’s behalf I plead with the minister to
listen to those best placed to advise him on this issue. I
ask that he listen to the residents and commuters, who
are outraged, and use his powers to intervene and stop
this nonsense before irreversible damage is done.

Jobs Victoria Employment Network
Mr PEARSON (Essendon) — My adjournment
matter is directed to the Minister for Employment, and
the action I seek is for the minister to provide an update
on the latest plans to assist residents on public housing
estates into employment.
Recently I joined the minister at Linfox’s West
Melbourne facility at the launch of the Jobs Victoria
Employment Network, which in the first round of
funding will allocate $25 million to target specific
cohorts in our community, including refugees,
retrenched workers, the long-term unemployed,
disengaged young people, people with disabilities,
public housing tenants and Aboriginal Victorians. This
exciting initiative will play a critical role in getting
people off welfare and into work. It is a great initiative,
and I would welcome an update from the minister.

Dairy industry
Mr D. O’BRIEN (Gippsland South) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Agriculture,
and I ask the minister to prepare and, if necessary,
mobilise resources within her department and across
government to assist the dairy industry in the wake of
the dramatic price cuts announced by Murray Goulburn
last week. I have spoken to a number of dairy farmers
over the last week, including in my electorate of
Gippsland South, and there are a range of views of
farmers, from outraged and angry to depressed,
bewildered and uncertain. Some have talked of getting
out, and some have talked of the board needing to be
sacked. Others, however, have been stoic in the face of
the difficulty and concerned about where the future lies
for the dairy industry.
I must say that many have been quite understanding
and have indicated that this really is a part of farming
and something that they have become used to over the
years. This is something that will have a severe effect
on the dairy industry, not just on Murray Goulburn
suppliers and not just on the dairy industry in places
like my electorate and the electorates of other members
in this chamber. It will have a huge impact on the wider
population and the wider economy in our towns and
cities around regional Victoria.
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We have other suppliers watching to see what they do
with their prices. Fonterra is due to make an
announcement very soon, and people are nervously
watching that. Burra Foods has kept its price steady for
now, but I know everyone is sceptical as to how long
the other companies will be able to maintain the price
as it is. I might say, by the way, congratulations to
Burra Foods on its announcement today of a new
capital deal. Hopefully that will be good for jobs in
Korumburra and for the company’s suppliers, but I
must say that it is very disappointing that another
Australian agribusiness has gone into majority foreign
ownership. I pose the rhetorical question: where is the
Australian capital looking for investments in Australian
agribusinesses? It is very concerning that many of these
companies are going offshore.
Further on the milk price issue, dry conditions have
exacerbated for dairy farmers the results of the
decisions of Murray Goulburn last week. I was at a
farm at Toora last week where they had spent $120 000
on hay this season alone. The message to farmers is: do
not panic. Consider your options. Get the help you need
to make sure you do the right thing for you, your family
and your business, and talk to and look after your
neighbours. You can get help from rural financial
counsellors.
I am asking the minister to be prepared in case there is
more assistance needed through rural finance
counselling services and also to speak to her colleagues
in the government about whether there is more mental
health assistance needed. I note the minister has
announced the dairy task force, which will meet
tomorrow. That is pleasing, and I acknowledge that, but
I hope that the government is standing ready to support
the industry through this difficult time.

Wedge–Frankston-Dandenong roads, Carrum
Downs
Ms KILKENNY (Carrum) — My adjournment
matter is for the Minister for Roads and Road Safety
and Minister for Ports. The action I seek is for the
minister to come along to Carrum and join me as the
new traffic signals at the dangerous intersection of
Wedge Road and Frankston-Dandenong Road in
Carrum Downs are finally turned on. The minister will
recall that we attended this location on a very cold and
wet day back in 2014 in an effort to draw attention to
the very pressing need for action at this notorious
intersection. Back in 2010 Labor committed to
upgrading the intersection and installing traffic lights.
For nearly four years Labor continued to campaign for
an upgrade. Unfortunately the former Liberal
government ignored residents’ pleas to upgrade the
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intersection, failing over three successive budgets to
allocate any funds for its improvement.
The local area is undergoing rapid housing growth, and
with the announcement in this year’s state budget of
more than $l million to construct a new sports and
community pavilion at the Carrum Downs Recreation
Reserve, which backs onto the intersection, the need to
upgrade this intersection has increased significantly.
Together with the local Carrum Downs community I
look forward to welcoming the minister to Carrum
Downs to celebrate with the local community when this
notorious intersection is fixed once and for all.

State Emergency Service Knox unit
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — My
adjournment matter tonight is for the Minister for
Emergency Services, and the action that I seek is for the
minister to take action to ensure that the hardworking
members of the Knox State Emergency Service (SES)
will have an operational home base into the future. It is
imperative that I raise this issue because the Knox SES,
which has been servicing the Knox community in
various iterations since the 1960s, has been operating
out of its current facility since the early 1980s. It is a
facility that is owned and operated by Knox City
Council, and owing to a relationship with Knox City
Council the SES can operate its base and house its
vehicles in that facility.
It has been mooted that Knox City Council may be
looking at developing the site into a new facility for the
Knox community. This would directly impact on the
operation of the Knox SES. With over 50 active
members, it is certainly one of the largest SES
operations within the eastern suburbs of Melbourne,
and we know the work that it does. I personally saw the
work of this group during the hailstorm which affected
the Rowville and Lysterfield communities a few years
ago. At the time, it probably had the largest insurance
impact of any damage event in a suburb or community
within metropolitan Melbourne.
The SES operation base, which is at 102 Lewis Road,
Wantirna South, and abuts the Lewis Road retarding
basin, is in a prime location — next to Knox City
shopping centre — for council redevelopment of the
site. Whilst the organisation accepts that the council
may be seeking to redevelop the site, it is looking to
have certainty as to the future location of its operation
base. Currently it is centrally located within the
municipality of Knox. If the council requests that the
SES relocate, it is imperative that provision be made for
it to move to a suitable location that will adequately
service the volunteers of this important unit.
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It is important for my community that the SES
members are provided with clarity and certainty as to
the future of their operations, if in fact the council seeks
to assume the land. Therefore I ask the Minister for
Emergency Services to take action to work with the
SES unit in Knox and Knox City Council to identify a
future home for the SES, if one is needed.

Berwick and Hallam railway station car
parking
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — My
adjournment matter this evening is for the Minister for
Public Transport and concerns parking at Berwick and
Hallam railway stations. The action I seek is that the
minister provide an update on the next steps in the
construction of the much-needed new parking spaces at
these busy stations. These are stations that often fill up
very early, leaving many local commuters frustrated as
they search for an elusive parking space.
I am regularly contacted by these commuters who have
been battling to find parking spaces for years, as the
previous failed Liberal government refused to do a
single thing about the situation. In fact the last time
parking was expanded at Berwick station was in 2009
under the Brumby Labor government. We provided
more than 300 new parking spaces. Since then, we have
seen the Liberals come to office, scrap the fully funded
upgrade of Hallam station and do absolutely nothing
about parking at our packed local stations.
These car parks were, and still are, bursting at the
seams, yet for four long years nothing happened. We
could not even get a toilet built at Hallam station. It has
only been the Andrews Labor government that has been
willing to get that done, and just a few weeks ago the
Minister for Roads and Road Safety and I officially
opened these much-needed facilities. They were long
overdue, and the local community was finally able to
breathe a sigh of relief and stop holding on.
The community was also thrilled by the announcement
of $19 million in the recent state budget for more than
1500 extra parking spaces at railway stations across
Victoria, including up to 110 new spaces at Berwick
and up to 50 at Hallam. This is yet another example of
the Andrews Labor government just getting on with it
and delivering for our local community.
Our community continues to grow, and more people
than ever are using and relying on public transport to
get to work. They deserve to have access not only to a
reliable and efficient public transport system but also to
a parking space at their local station. I look forward to
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working with the minister to deliver these much-needed
parking spaces for local commuters.

Kew East Primary School
Mr T. SMITH (Kew) — My adjournment matter
this evening is for the Minister for Education. The
action I seek is that the minister meet with the principal
of Kew East Primary School, Helen Fotheringham, to
look at $5.3 million worth of upgrades to that important
primary school in my electorate.
Kew East Primary School in its current form was built
in the 1920s, and there has not been a substantial
upgrade to the building since then. I implore the
minister to meet with the principal to assess the
buildings, which have termite damage and water
damage. Frankly, some of the buildings are falling to
bits. Mr Dalidakis, a member for Southern
Metropolitan Region in the Council, recently met with
the school principal and myself. It was a terrific day and
an enjoyable visit. I encourage Mr Dalidakis to make
representations to the minister as I am making these
representations now.
The school is oversubscribed. It is a very popular local
primary school, and the principal, Helen Fotheringham,
is an important member of our local community. She is
doing a terrific job at that important primary school, but
I repeat that the school itself is falling to bits in certain
areas. The kids do a wonderful job, but the teaching
spaces are not up to the required standard.
I understand that the government is talking about a
massive capital works program for schools and that it
has rivers of gold as far as the eye can see in terms of
surpluses. I would encourage it to give consideration to
directing some of that money to the Kew electorate for
Kew East Primary School, which is very much in need
of these funds.

Monash Children’s Hospital
Mr DIMOPOULOS (Oakleigh) — I wish to raise a
matter for the Minister for Mental Health, who is in the
chamber this evening. The action I seek is that the
minister visit the Monash hospital in Clayton at the
appropriate time this year to discuss with relevant
stakeholders the fantastic Andrews government budget
initiative of over $13.5 million for a purpose-built
mental health facility for children and young adults at
the new Monash Children’s Hospital.
I have had many discussions with the Minister for
Mental Health regarding my strong interest in mental
health policy, particularly as it relates to young people,
and I appreciate the time the minister has afforded me
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on this issue. I have also had the opportunity to visit the
Monash hospital on numerous occasions to meet with
the relevant clinical team and tour the facilities as well
as visiting a family member who was a patient. I have
also been a patient myself. The work they do at the
hospital is amazing, but as we know there is always
more support we can give them.
I was incredibly pleased to see in the budget this
fantastic initiative for mental health in the south-east
region at the newly built Monash Children’s Hospital,
which is scheduled to open early next year. The budget
papers state:
The new facility will deliver specialist assessment and
treatment mental health services for children and young adults
up to 25 years of age including inpatient beds, community
treatment and intensive and specialist care.

The south-east region has long needed more specialist
health services, and I recognise that the Monash
Children’s Hospital, an idea of the previous Labor
government, will fill that need.
Of course this funding for Monash is not the only way
the government is providing for mental health issues.
We are rebuilding the Orygen Youth Health mental
health service and establishing a statewide child and
family mental health intensive treatment centre. We
have also established the annual reporting to Parliament
of mental health services and the expert task force on
mental health.
The minister has shown a very strong interest in and
passion for mental health policy. As always, I will be
happy to welcome the minister to the area to talk with
stakeholders and also to work with the minister to
provide support on this important issue.

Colanda Residential Services
Mr RIORDAN (Polwarth) — I call on the Minister
for Housing, Disability and Ageing to immediately
make public his department’s plans for the closure of
Colanda Residential Services in Colac. The Colanda
residential community has been home to hundreds of
people in Colac since the 1970s. Today around
80 people still call it home. In many ways it is an old
symbol of the way we cared for people, but nonetheless
it is their home. It is an important place to the people
who live there, it is an important place to the families
who have loved ones there and it is an important place
to the professional carers and others who work at
Colanda.
In the recent 2016–17 budget the state government has
allocated funds to support the closure of Colanda

1895

Residential Services and made an additional investment
in maintaining supported accommodation facilities
around Victoria. It is this last line that has caused alarm
and concern around my community. There are no dates,
no programs, no clear plan. Nothing but uncertainty has
been given to the people of Colac.
Residents, families, carers and support staff are
understandably worried and concerned about their
future. The city of Colac as a whole is concerned about
Colanda’s future. Colanda has been an important
addition to the fabric of Colac, providing much-needed
care, employment and diversity in our community. Last
week’s budget creates more concern and uncertainty
than it needs to. Millions cannot have been budgeted
for and allocated without a plan, and my community
needs to know as soon as possible if jobs will be lost, if
long-term residents of Colac will be made to move and
if the 10 residential homes budgeted for will be built in
Colac — and if not, where will they be built?
The Colac Otway Shire Council is currently developing
its 2050 plan. The state government and the Colanda
centre control a large area of land in the heart of
Colac’s rapidly expanding industrial area. What will the
timing of Colanda’s closure be? What will happen with
the land? Will the 10 houses be built on site, or will the
land become available for future development?
Many will welcome the government’s commitment to
making modern, contemporary housing available to
more Victorians, but creating community-wide
uncertainty is an unnecessary price to pay. It is a
stressful and worrying matter that could easily be put to
rest by the minister making public the department’s
plans for the closure of Colanda.

Hurstbridge railway line
Ms WARD (Eltham) — My adjournment matter is
for the Minister for Public Transport. The action I seek
is that the minister implement a public consultation
process for the duplication of the Hurstbridge railway
line from Greensborough to Eltham.
The Andrews government is to be applauded for setting
Melbourne on a footing towards a 21st century public
transport system with the metro rail tunnel and the
ambitious and exciting level crossing removal program.
The removal of the Rosanna level crossing and the
duplication of the track between Rosanna and
Heidelberg will without doubt improve the Hurstbridge
line and traffic in my area. I congratulate the Andrews
government on taking these steps and making this
serious investment to ensure that the people of
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Melbourne, and especially the people in my
community, have a first-rate, modern transport system.
Part of the $141.2 million upgrade for the Hurstbridge
line will be set aside to plan for a future duplication of
the line from Greensborough to Eltham, something that
has never been done before. I applaud this government
on its initiative.
I ask the minister to work with me regarding the plans
that are in place so that there can be a comprehensive
public consultation process to ensure that the future
duplication meets the expectations of both the engineers
and the community.

Responses
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — I thank the honourable member for
Polwarth for his interest in the future of the Colanda
facility on the outskirts of Colac. This is a facility that
was built in the 1970s, when a very different model
applied to inform the community’s view on how we
should treat people with intellectual disabilities. On
numerous occasions I have met with the families and
industrial organisations that represent the workers and
families in that facility. Indeed I have spent the best part
of a day with the residents, the staff, the union and the
families organisation about the future of that facility.
As the honourable member is newly arrived, I will take
it that perhaps he was not fully informed on some of the
history of Colanda — for instance, the former Baillieu
government quite rightly took the initial step towards
closing this facility by announcing a number of
in-principle positions. Sadly, none of those was funded.
The closed, separate nature of how we used to deal with
people with disabilities by keeping them apart from the
wider community is totally inappropriate in a modern,
civilised community that looks to engaging people with
disabilities in our community. This is not to in any way
reflect on the level of professional care delivered by the
dedicated staff in that facility. The former Napthine and
Baillieu governments took the view that this was not an
appropriate facility for a modern, civilised world. That
is a view shared by this government.
The facility falls within the Barwon trial area of the
national disability insurance scheme and has been well
supported by both the National Disability Insurance
Agency and indeed the state government in making
sure that that is the case. I have received representations
from other members of the opposition in terms of
making sure that the houses to which we are proposing
to relocate people, in consultation with the families and
the workforce during stage 1 of the closure, will be
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delivered. Those houses, as has been agreed with the
staff and families, will be variously located in Colac
and Warrnambool.
Stage 2 will actually bring to an end this closed,
separate and, frankly, less than best practice model. As
we have indicated to the families, as we have indicated
to the workforce, as we have indicated to local
government and as I indicate to the honourable
member — and I am happy for my department to
provide him with a briefing — we will make sure that
we design accommodation where families wish their
loved ones to be looked after in the long term. We will
build an arrangement that fits that model. We will make
sure that we treat those people with the dignity and
respect they rightly deserve. Some of them have been in
this facility since 1976.
I thank the honourable member for taking an interest in
Colanda. In many ways it is an important throwback.
We look forward to working with its professional staff
and providing them with suitable alternative
opportunities in care, if that is their desire.
When it comes to the honourable member for
Oakleigh’s contribution around the $13.5 million
specialist mental health facility for children and young
adults at Monash — which will have a remit much
wider than Monash; it will be a statewide facility —
what the very humble honourable member failed to
indicate was that he chairs the expert reference panel
for the statewide junior mental health plan, which was
part of the process that came up — —
Mr Wynne — He is the architect.
Mr FOLEY — Indeed he is the co-architect of this
fantastic proposition, along with the sector. The
honourable member is quite right; this is an acute
facility that is much needed. It will be designed to get
some fairly unwell young people at the earliest possible
point of their illness so as to speed up their recovery. It
is about early intervention and support in a statewide
facility that is much needed and which Monash Health
has been particularly interested in partnering in. I thank
the honourable member for his kind invitation and look
forward to visiting the site with him. I look forward to
continuing to work with the honourable member and
commend him on the outstanding leadership and
commitment he has shown to make sure that all
Victorians with a mental health challenge are treated
fairly and equitably.
Mr WYNNE (Minister for Planning) — The
member for Bayswater and the member for Carrum
raised matters for the attention of the Minister for
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Roads and Road Safety, and I will make sure those
matters are referred to the minister.
The member for Essendon raised a matter for the
Minister for Employment, and I will refer that matter
on.
The member for Gippsland South raised a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Agriculture, and I will
make sure that is brought to the minister’s attention.
The member for Narre Warren South raised a matter for
the Minister for Public Transport, as did the member
for Eltham, and I will make sure the minister’s attention
is brought to those matters.
Finally, the member for Kew raised a matter for the
Minister for Education, and again I will make sure that
that matter is brought to the minister’s attention.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house is
now adjourned.
House adjourned 7.28 p.m. until Tuesday, 24 May.
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ANSWERS TO CONSTITUENCY QUESTIONS
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the
appropriate ministers.

15 April to 4 May 2016
Sandringham electorate
Question 6804
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Sandringham
Minister for Planning
23 February 2016

REPLY:
On 14 January 2016 the Mentone Activity Centre (MAC) was rezoned to the Activity Centre Zone. The purpose of
the Activity Centre Zone (ACZ) is, ‘to encourage a mixture of uses and intensive development of the activity
centre,’ and ‘to deliver a diversity of housing at higher densities to make optimum use of the facilities and services.’
The blanket application of mandatory height controls across the MAC would be inconsistent with the purpose of
the zone. It would also be inconsistent with Planning Practice Note 60 which states that ‘the application of
discretionary height controls combined with clear design objectives is the preferred form of height and setback
controls.’
The recommendations of the 2013 Panel Report were considered in making this decision, together with other
sources of advice, including the advice of my Department. The decision is also consistent with all my previous
decisions for all other Activity Centre Zones in the metropolitan area.
The approved heights in the Mentone Activity Centre range from 2–4 storeys. The schedule to the Activity Centre
Zone encourages applicants to build within the discretionary height controls by “switching off’ third party notice
and appeal rights for proposals that comply with the height controls. If an applicant seeks to exceed the
discretionary height controls, they face a full public notice and appeal process. The community would have input
into these proposals if they arise, and Council would be required to consider this input in their decision-making.

Dandenong electorate
Question 6807
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Dandenong
Minister for Industry
23 February 2016

REPLY:
I thank the Member for Dandenong for her constituency question. She is a tireless advocate for her community,
particularly in relation to creating sustainable job opportunities for Dandenong.
The Andrews Labor Government has a clear plan for driving jobs in the wind industry.
Unlike the previous Government who sought to destroy the wind industry, including their supply chain businesses,
we recognise the economic benefits that are derived by investing in renewable energy.
Since coming to office, we have dismantled the previous Government’s shackles on the wind industry. This
includes changing their onerous wind farm planning laws. Whereby, we have reduced the exclusion zone for
proposed wind turbines from within two kilometres to within one kilometre of a dwelling. Further we have
streamlined the process for amending planning permits where those amendments do not increase the number of
turbines or move turbines within one kilometre of a dwelling.
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We are also using our own purchasing power to support the clean energy industry. The Government will source
renewable energy certificates from new projects in Victoria, bringing forward around $200 million of new
investment in at least 100 megawatts of renewable energy projects. This means 1000 new jobs, including for wind
energy supply chain companies.
We are also supporting clean energy jobs through our New Energy Jobs Fund. The New Energy Jobs Fund
provides grants of between $50 000 and $1 million to Victorian-based projects that create long-term sustainable
jobs, increase the uptake of renewable energy generation, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and drive innovation in
new energy technologies. The first round of successful applicants will be announced in due course.
I thank again the Member for Dandenong for her question. I look forward to working with her closely to grow
clean energy jobs in her electorate, and across Victoria.

Sunbury electorate
Question 6834
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Sunbury
Minister for Public Transport
25 February 2016

REPLY:
From the first day of Melbourne Metro operations, an additional 39 000 passengers will be able to travel on
Melbourne’s rail network during each peak period.
Around 12 000 of the extra 39 000 passengers will be accommodated on the new dedicated
Sunbury-Cranbourne/Pakenham line, with the remaining 27 000 capacity uplift achieved on other lines.
The new end-to-end Sunbury-Cranbourne/Pakenham line will have convenient interchange points at Melbourne
Central and Flinders Street stations and will benefit from more frequent and reliable services.

Caulfield electorate
Question 6904
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Caulfield
Minister for Energy and Resources
8 March 2016

REPLY:
The pipeline is not due for replacement. I am also not aware of the replacement of a gas main as part of a level
crossing removal.

St Albans electorate
Question 6913
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for St Albans
Minister for Education
8 March 2016

REPLY:
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to investing in education and school infrastructure. This has been
demonstrated through the allocation of $730 million to school facilities in the 2015-16 State Budget. The funding
represented a crucial first step in creating the Education State, and we will continue to invest in school
infrastructure throughout this term of government.
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I am advised that the Department of Education and Training has been working with the Furlong Park School for
Deaf Children to address its need for an all-weather upgrade of playing surfaces. As such, I am delighted to confirm
that $40 000 has recently been made available to facilitate this. We believe that all students deserve the best
possible environment in which to learn, and I trust that this funding will help Furlong Park achieve this.

Gippsland South electorate
Question 6962
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Gippsland South
Minister for Roads and Road Safety
9 March 2016

REPLY:
The Andrews Labor Government continues to liaise with the Commonwealth Government, on opportunities for
increased Federal funding for nationally significant transport projects across Victoria, including the duplication of
strategic regional highways.
These discussions are ongoing.

Sunbury electorate
Question 6963
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Sunbury
Minister for Roads and Road Safety
9 March 2016

REPLY:
Drivers who use the West Gate Bridge and the Lorimer Street off-ramp are affected by the construction of an extra
lane off the Bolte Bridge and along the West Gate Freeway. Traffic travelling down the Lorimer Street ramp no
longer has a dedicated lane and needs to merge with the West Gate Freeway traffic travelling from the West Gate
Bridge to the Burnley Tunnel.
VicRoads encourages drivers to plan their journey, allow extra travel time and consider other modes of transport or
alternative routes.
Once traffic begins to settle into new patterns, drivers travelling into the city in the morning peak should expect
their trip to take up to 15 minutes longer. The evening peak period will not be affected by the construction.
Several alternative routes are available to drivers heading inbound on the West Gate Bridge or the CityLink
Tullamarine Freeway. From the West Gate Bridge, drivers can take the Geelong Road exit to Footscray Road, the
Williamstown Road exit to Footscray Road or the Todd Road exit to Lorimer Street. From CityLink, drivers can
take the Footscray Road exit to Wurundjeri Way or the Dynon Road exit to Kings Street.
For drivers who cannot take an alternative route, a temporary ramp signal system will be used to regulate the
volume of traffic merging from the Lorimer Street exit to the West Gate Freeway. This will assist in controlling the
flow of traffic onto the West Gate Freeway and help drivers merge more easily.
New line markings on the freeway, concrete barriers and reduced speed limits will also be in place to keep drivers
and work crews safe during construction.
VicRoads recommends that drivers move into their preferred lane early and avoid changing lanes where possible.
The latest Bluetooth technology will provide up-to-the-minute information about delays and alternative routes, so
drivers are also asked to switch on their Bluetooth before heading out.
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The information from the Bluetooth network will help drivers stay up-to-date and plan their journey through the
VicTraffic app or via citylinktullawidening.vic.gov.au. On Twitter, drivers can follow @VicRoads or
@CityLinkMelb or search for #CTWidening.
VicRoads and Transurban will continue to assess conditions to ensure that the impacts of the work can be mitigated
as much as possible.

Mildura electorate
Question 6999
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Mildura
Minister for Health
22 March 2016

REPLY:
I am sorry to hear of the cancellation of Mrs Purkiss’ elective surgery and acknowledge the distress and
inconvenience that this has caused. I understand that Mrs Purkiss’ surgery has been rescheduled.
I am advised that the Mildura Base Hospital had a higher than normal demand on services, including emergency
department attendances and patients requiring urgent admission in February 2016. Unfortunately, this resulted in
the cancellation of a small number of elective surgery procedures, including Mrs Purkiss’.
Mildura Base Hospital received $94.4 million from the Andrews Labor Government in 2015-16, which represented
an increase of $6.5 million from the previous financial year. This funding was provided to support the hospital to
meet increasing demands and to expand and improve services and care.
In recognition of the growing demands in the region, as part of the $200 million Hospital Beds Rescue Fund, the
Andrews Labor Government invested to open a four-bed Short Stay Unit at Mildura Base Hospital in 2015. This
will enable the hospital to treat 1400 emergency patients each year and free up inpatient bed capacity for elective
surgery patients.
In contrast, the former Coalition Government cut $1 billion from health during its four years in office.
This government is continuing to invest in health services right across Victoria to ensure that patients can receive
the care they need closer to home.

Dandenong electorate
Question 7000
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Dandenong
Minister for Multicultural Affairs
22 March 2016

REPLY:
The Victorian Government is dedicated to supporting our youth to stay engaged and realise their potential, and we
are working closely with community leaders and organisations to promote community cohesion and resilience.
Over $99 000 has been provided to the City of Greater Dandenong in 2015-16 to facilitate a program of
place-based social cohesion initiatives, encouraging families and communities to build connections between
Victorians from different backgrounds. Additionally, Melbourne Victory has been funded to work with disengaged
young people across Melbourne, including within the City of Greater Dandenong.
The Victorian Government has also provided $170 600 to the Southern Migrant Resource Centre and $229 400 to
South East Community Link for 2014-16 through the Refugee Action Program, to support the settlement needs of
refugee communities in Melbourne’s south.
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Two new programs opened in March:
– Community Harmony Program — for projects and events that build understanding and acceptance of Victoria’s
cultural and faith diversity, and develop community harmony and enhance social cohesion; and the
– Capacity Building and Participation Program — designed to build the knowledge and skills of multicultural
communities across Victoria to participate in everyday life.
The new Community Resilience Grants program also opened in April, which offers funding for community and
not-for-profit organisations and peak bodies. These grants will fund projects designed to build resilience to violent
extremist narratives, and develop the capacity of communities and young people to develop the confidence and
skills to advocate for their concerns through peaceful, democratic means.
Information about these grants is available at www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/grants.

Sunbury electorate
Question 7002
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Sunbury
Minister for Multicultural Affairs
22 March 2016

REPLY:
The Victorian Government is pleased to be supporting the Hume Interfaith Network, in partnership with Banksia
Gardens Community Services, Hume City Council and the Australian Turkish Institute, with almost $100 000 for
initiatives which build social cohesion and community connections for young Victorians from diverse
backgrounds. I congratulate the Hume Interfaith Network on the success of the One Community Many Faiths
project.
Four multicultural grants programs were opened in March to support social cohesion, inclusion and participation
for culturally diverse Victorians. Funding is available for:
– Capacity Building and Participation, including organisational support for small ethno-specific organisations,
seniors clubs and community language schools;
– Community Harmony, for partnerships and initiatives that build social cohesion and intercultural engagement;
– Multicultural Festivals and Events; and
– Community Infrastructure and Cultural Precincts.
I encourage the Hume Interfaith Network and other multicultural groups to find out more information at
www.multicultural.vic.gov.au/grants.

Broadmeadows electorate
Question 7004
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Broadmeadows
Minister for Industry
22 March 2016

REPLY:
I refer to the matter raised by Mr Frank McGuire MP, Member for Broadmeadows, on 22 March 2016 regarding
what the Victorian Government has been doing to develop industry in Broadmeadows and I thank Mr McGuire for
his question.
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The Victorian Government recognises the challenges faced by communities including in Broadmeadows as a result
of the wind down of passenger car manufacturing in Victoria by the three major automotive manufacturers.
Last year the government also released the Towards Future Industries: Victoria’s Automotive Transition Plan. This
$46.5 million plan will help businesses, worker and communities affected by the closure of major car
manufacturing to meet the challenges ahead and capitalise on emerging opportunities.
To support communities, the government established the new Local Industry Fund for Transition (LIFT) to create
jobs in communities most impacted by the cessation of passenger car manufacturing and $10.6 million has been
allocated to Melbourne’s north. This builds on the Melbourne’s North Innovation and Investment Fund, which
provided around $24 million to support projects in the region.
To support automotive workers, new Skills and Job Centres have been established to provide a one-stop-shop to
access a range of government support, including individualised career advice and subsidised training.
To encourage businesses to create more jobs, the government established the $100 million Back To Work Scheme
which provides employers with incentives of up to $7000 to employ ex-automotive workers.
Furthermore, the government will provide $5 million to deliver the Automotive Supply Chain Transition Program.
This program provides current automotive suppliers with tailored support to diversify into new markets.
Victoria has a number of competitive advantages and they provide a strong foundation for a diverse and resilient
economy. But we need to harness these strengths if we are to grow our priority sectors — the sectors that will shape
the century. That is why we established the $200 million Future Industries Fund, to fully realise growth potential in
the industries of the future and the jobs that come with them.
These priority sectors are:
– Medical technology and pharmaceuticals
– New energy technology
– Food and fibre
– Transport, defence and construction technology
– International education and
– Professional services.
On 17 March this year the Victorian Government launched its Sector Strategies for each of the above sectors
following extensive consultation with industry stakeholders throughout 2015.
Supporting the Future Industries Fund are three grant programs to drive investment growth in the priority sectors.
These are the:
– $5 million Manufacturing Program
– $20 million Sector Growth Program
– $20 million New Energy Jobs Fund.
As you can see, the Andrews Government has been actively engaging with industry to establish a suit of assistance
programs and will continue to do so to ensure that the impact of the wind down of passenger car manufacturing is
minimised and to create jobs for Victorians.
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Mordialloc electorate
Question 7019
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Mordialloc
Minister for Families and Children
23 March 2016

REPLY:
On Thursday 17 March, 2016 I was pleased to launch the Early ABLES resources for all Victorian early childhood
education and care services at The Harbour Family and Children’s Centre, Gowrie Victoria, Docklands.
The ABLES tool has been available for school age children for a number of years, and now Early ABLES will
support early childhood educators working with children aged between two and five.
These resources will help early childhood teachers to stay up-to-date on current thinking on the teaching of young
children with disabilities, as part of their new professional development requirements as registered teachers with the
Victorian Institute of Teaching.
I’m pleased to advise that these resources are now available for the kindergartens in your community.
The educators at Chelsea Heights and Chelsea Kindergartens can access the Early. ABLES online professional
learning program and the Early ARLES assessment tool on the Department of Education and Training website.
I’d also like to thank-you for your continued advocacy on behalf of Chelsea and Chelsea Heights Kindergartens.
After your extensive efforts last year to support the capital needs of both kindergartens while solving a vexed issue
of much community concern inherited from the previous government, I am pleased to report that council planning
to deliver the projects for both kindergartens is well underway.

Eltham electorate
Question 7021
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Eltham
Minister for Sport
23 March 2016

REPLY:
I’d like to commend you for your commitment to advocating the importance of sport and recreation in your
electorate, especially for women. Providing high quality sport and recreation infrastructure is a key aim of the
government, and is integral to the health and well-being of all Victorians.
In 2015 I launched the $100 million Community Sport Infrastructure Fund to support the upgrade and development
of community sports facilities over the next four years. This includes $10 million for the Female Friendly Facilities
category. The 2017–18 funding round of the Community ports Infrastructure Fund opened on 12 April 2016.

Shepparton electorate
Question 7022
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Shepparton
Minister for Roads and Road Safety
23 March 2016

REPLY:
VicRoads is the responsible authority for the pavement and kerb, and Public Transport Victoria is responsible for
the positioning and operation of the bus stop.
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Moira Shire is responsible for the pedestrian area behind the road kerb.
VicRoads advises me that it has been in contact with the store manager of the Wunghnu General Store and is in the
process of repairing the damaged pavement and remaining broken kerb lengths.
This work is scheduled to be completed in April 2016.

Pascoe Vale electorate
Question 7023
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Pascoe Vale
Minister for Families and Children
23 March 2016

REPLY:
Investment in early years infrastructure is a priority for the Andrews Labor Government, and in the 2015-2016
State Budget we committed $50 million, over four years, to the Children’s Facilities Capital Program (CFCP). This
program aims to develop flexible early childhood facilities across the state, and to ensure that every child has access
to local, high-quality kindergarten and early childhood services.
Under the CFCP, minor grants are available to support services which deliver funded kindergarten programs and
require small infrastructure improvements and information technology assistance. The CFCP delivered over
$2.6 million in grants last year to over 391 early education and care services across the state in support of minor
improvements and updated digital hardware.
During 2016-17 there are three forms of minor infrastructure grant available, namely:
– ‘Expansion Grants’ of up to $25 000, to help early childhood services meet 2016 educator-to-child ratio
changes;
– ‘Refurbishment Grants’ of up to $10 000, to improve the indoor and/or outdoor space used by children; and
– ‘Information Technology Grants’ of up to $1500 for services to update digital hardware.
The grants process opened on 31 March 2016, and applications will close at 4pm on 16 May, 2016.
Further details regarding eligibility and assessment criteria for grant categories can be accessed on the Department
of Education and Training’s website. If your constituents have any queries, or would like any further information,
they may contact the Children’s Facilities Capital Program team on (03) 9651 3399 or by email at:
childrens.capital.program@edumail.vic.gov.au.

Polwarth electorate
Question 7024
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Polwarth
Minister for Roads and Road Safety
23 March 2016

REPLY:
The level crossing on Phalps Road is indeed part of the Safer Country Crossings program which will upgrade 52
high risk crossings in country Victoria over four years.
The design for this site has been approved by the project steering committee and the crossing is listed for upgrade
in the current year’s program.
Early works for power supply to the site are complete and site works for this location are likely to commence in
June 2016.
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The upgraded crossing is planned to be commissioned late 2016.

Niddrie electorate
Question 7029
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Niddrie
Minister for Roads and Road Safety
24 March 2016

REPLY:
Drivers who use the West Gate Bridge and the Lorimer Street off-ramp are affected by the construction of an extra
lane off the Bolte Bridge and along the West Gate Freeway. Traffic travelling down the Lorimer Street ramp no
longer has a dedicated lane and is now merging with the West Gate Freeway traffic travelling from the West Gate
Bridge to the Burnley Tunnel.
This construction is affecting city-bound drivers coming from the west and north, including the Niddrie electorate.
VicRoads encourages drivers to plan their journey, allow extra travel time and consider other modes of transport or
alternate routes.
Once traffic begins to settle into new patterns, drivers travelling into the city in the morning peak should expect
their trip to take up to 15 minutes longer. The evening peak period will not be affected by the construction.
Several alternate routes are available to drivers heading inbound on the West Gate Bridge or the CityLink
Tullamarine Freeway. From the West Gate Bridge, drivers can take the Geelong Road exit to Footscray Road, the
Williamstown Road exit to Footscray Road or the Todd Road exit to Lorimer Street. From CityLink, drivers can
take the Footscray Road exit to Wurundjeri Way or the Dynon Road exit to Kings Street.
For drivers who cannot take an alternate route, a temporary ramp signal system will be used to regulate the volume
of traffic merging from the Lorimer Street exit to the West Gate Freeway. This will assist in controlling the flow of
traffic onto the West Gate Freeway and help drivers merge more easily.
New line markings on the freeway, concrete barriers and reduced speed limits will also be in place to keep drivers
and work crews safe during construction.
VicRoads recommends that drivers move into their preferred lane early and avoid changing lanes where possible.
The latest Bluetooth technology will provide up-to-the-minute information about delays and alternative routes, so
drivers are also asked to switch on their Bluetooth before heading out.
The information from the Bluetooth network will help drivers stay up-to-date and plan their journey through the
VicTraffic app or via citylinktullawidening.vic.gov.au. On Twitter, drivers can follow @VicRoads and
@CityLinkMelb or search for #CTWidening.

Buninyong electorate
Question 7033
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Buninyong
Treasurer
24 March 2016

REPLY:
Proceeds from the lease of the Port of Melbourne will form part of the Government’s commitment to rural and
regional Victoria. Lease proceeds will go into the Victorian Transport Fund (VTF), which will support key
transport infrastructure initiatives throughout Victoria. The Delivering Victorian Infrastructure (Port of Melbourne
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Lease Transaction) Act 2016 requires at least 10 per cent of net transaction proceeds out of the VTF be made
available to regional infrastructure projects.
A new $200 million Agriculture Infrastructure and Jobs Fund will also be established, driving economic growth in
our regions. The Fund will support Victorian farmers from paddock to port by investing in agricultural
infrastructure and supply chains, reducing costs so our farmers and agribusinesses stay competitive.

Eildon electorate
Question 7077
Question asked by:
Directed to:
Asked on:

Member for Eildon
Minister for Tourism and Major Events
12 April 2016

REPLY:
I note the contributions of the Member for Eildon on 12 and 13 April 2016, in relation to funding for the Alexandra
Truck, Ute and Rod Show. I also note and congratulate the organisers of the Alexandra Truck, Ute and Rod Show,
which has many positive economic and social benefits for the community across Alexandra.
In relation to the Member for Eildon’s 12 April parliamentary contribution, I encourage her or the organisers to
forward my office a formal invitation with all the event details for the 2016 event, so it can be considered and
responded to accordingly.
In relation to the Member for Eildon’s 13th April parliamentary contribution regarding the
Alexandra Truck, Ute and Rod Show, I wish to advise the Member of the facts and context around this event’s
support.
I am advised the Alexandra Truck and Ute Show received funding between 2012 and 2014 inclusive. The funding
totalled $27 000 and was allocated under the Marysville and Surrounds Bushfire Recovery Fund. I am advised this
was not ongoing funding. The State Government funding program available for events such as this is the
$20 million Regional Events Fund which was unveiled on 27 April 2016. I would encourage the event organiser to
look into this option. I am further advised they have submitted no request for funding.
I encourage the Member to convey this to the event organisers.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Questions have been incorporated from the question paper of the Legislative Assembly.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
Headings reflect the portfolio of the minister answering the question.

15 April to 4 May 2016
Planning
6839.

Ms SANDELL to ask the Minister for Planning — With reference to the proposal for a development at
Flemington Racecourse:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Why has the proposal proceeded to the planning scheme amendment stage when the Minister for
Transport has ruled out activation of the Flemington Racecourse spur line.
Why was the period for community input about the development so short.
Will the proposed multi-storey towers be significantly higher than the buildings in the
neighbouring area, which is zoned for a maximum of five storeys.
Has this site been identified by the state planning authorities as appropriate for development.

ANSWER:
(1)

The proposal has not proceeded to the planning scheme amendment stage. Draft planning scheme
amendments are currently being reviewed by an appointed Advisory Committee who will advise on the
suitability of the draft amendments that seek to rezone and facilitate development of two precincts within the
Flemington Racecourse. At the end of the process, the Advisory Committee will submit a report to the
Minister for Planning, with recommendations as to the appropriate form and process of any future
amendments to introduce planning controls. A range of traffic, car parking and public transport issues will be
considered by the Advisory Committee.

(2)

The draft planning scheme amendments were exhibited for a period of 6 weeks, from 11 January 2016 until
19 February 2016. Late submissions were accepted up until 1 March 2016, providing the community with an
additional two weeks to lodge a submissions. In addition to this, a number of community groups were invited
to participate in a series of meetings, workshops and site inspections between October to December 2015.
The timeframe for community input is considered appropriate and standard for a proposal of this nature. A
total of 322 submissions were received in response to the draft amendments.

(3)

The Flemington Hill site proposes the development of three residential towers varying in height up to 25, 26
and 32 storeys. The surrounding land is zoned General Residential which has a nine metre discretionary
height limit. The Epsom road site proposes a development of a single residential tower up to 32 storeys. The
surrounding land is zoned Mixed Use Zone and General Residential Zone which do not have specified
mandatory maximum height controls.

(4)

The Flemington Racecourse precinct forms part of Melbourne’s inner north-west which is approximately
5km from Melbourne CBD. Melbourne’s Metropolitan Planning Strategy: Plan Melbourne does not identify
the Flemington Racecourse as a key development site. The adjacent Flemington Racecourse Road is
identified as an activity centre and place of local significance.

Public transport
6844.

Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) to ask the Minister for Public Transport — What impact will the sky
rail project have on the heritage listed Mentone Railway Station.

ANSWER:
The planning for the removal of eight level crossings between Cheltenham and Frankston is still in the early stages
and no decision has yet been made regarding the recommended solution for their removal.
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The Level Crossing Removal Authority is considering all options for removing the crossings as part of its
investigations to determine the best solution for each site, including Balcombe Road, Mentone.
The Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA) has commissioned a Heritage Assessment of the Mentone Station
and Gardens as part of its works. This work has included site visits and desktop research and will help give the
Authority a clearer idea of the effect of level crossing removal works on the site. Heritage Victoria is involved in
this process and will be assessing the impacts of designs on the existing site as designs are developed.
The member for Sandringham may also be interested to know that the LXRA has been meeting regularly with
Kingston City Council and the Friends of Mentone Gardens and Station to ensure their views are understood and
considered.

Small business, innovation and trade
6851.

Mr BURGESS to ask the Minister for Public Transport for the Minister for Small Business, Innovation
and Trade — With reference to the effects of the Friday before the AFL Grand Final and Easter Sunday
public holidays during the 2015/16 year for businesses in Daylesford:
(1)
(2)

What advice has the Minister sought.
What advice has the Minister received.

ANSWER:
See my previous answer to question 6794.

Emergency services
6887.

Mr BATTIN to ask the Minister for Emergency Services — With reference to training at the Victorian
Emergency Management Training Centre, Craigieburn:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

How many volunteer firefighters trained at the facility between 1 July 2014 and 26 March 2015.
How many volunteer firefighters trained at the facility between 26 March 2015 and 1 December
2015.
How many career Country Fire Authority firefighters trained at the facility between 1 July 2014
and 26 March 2015.
How many career Country Fire Authority firefighters trained at the facility between 26 March
2015 and 1 December 2015.
How many Metropolitan Fire Brigade firefighters trained at the facility between 1 July 2014 and
26 March 2015.
How many Metropolitan Fire Brigade firefighters trained at the facility between 26 March 2015
and 1 December 2015.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The information sought can be obtained at www.parliament.vic.gov.au/paec/article/2977 as it has previously been
asked.

Attorney-General
6916.

Ms SANDELL to ask the Attorney-General —
(1)

What is the status and application of Trust Deed 5510 to property at 2–4 Miller Street, West
Melbourne and 621–643 King Street, West Melbourne.
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Will the Attorney-General take any steps to enforce the conditions of this Trust Deed in relation to
planning applications for the relevant site.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
(1)

The property at 2-4 Miller Street, West Melbourne and 621-643 King Street, West Melbourne was given by
Crown Grant dated 1 October 1866 for the purpose of providing a site for a church or place of religious
worship by the Baptist denomination.
On 22 January 1889, the Governor granted an application by the trustees of the property for an allowance to
sell, mortgage or otherwise dispose of the land pursuant to section 3 of the State Aid to Religion Abolition Act
1871.
The allowance removed the conditions of the Crown Grant restricting the use of the land to purposes of
religious worship, and provided that the proceeds of any disposition were to be applied to purposes authorised
by Model Deed of Trust 5510.
Subsequently, Model Deed of Trust 5510 ceased to apply to the property when it was transferred by the
trustees to the Baptist Union of Victoria on 4 December 1961, pursuant to section 4 of the Baptist Union
Incorporation Act 1930 (the Incorporation Act).
At that time, the trusts set out in Schedule B to the Incorporation Act replaced the provisions of Model Deed
of Trust 5510.
Under those trusts the Union, as trustee, was given wide powers to act at the direction of the local church in
relation to the use or uses to which the property could be put. These were not limited to using the property for
the purposes of religious worship.

(2)

As outlined above, the Model Deed of Trust 5510 no longer applies to the property referred.

Creative industries
6972.

Ms VICTORIA to ask the Minister for the Creative Industries — With reference to the 2015/16
Budget Paper 3:
(1)
(2)

How much of the $3.5 million allocated to ‘Film Victoria: strengthening the screen industry’ has
been spent to date.
On what items have these funds been spent.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
Funds have been spent or contractually committed to support:
– the production of feature films, television shows and online projects;
– a range of professional development initiatives including:
– Australian International Documentary Conference;
– National Screenwriters Conference;
– Catapult Feature Lab;
– Film Victoria Incubator; and
– Film Victoria Women in Leadership initiatives.
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Creative industries
6973.

Ms VICTORIA to ask the Minister for the Creative Industries — With reference to the 2015/16
Budget Paper 3:
(1)
(2)

How much of the $1.4 million allocated to ‘Connecting the world through film’ has been spent to
date.
On what items have these funds been spent.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
Funds have been spent or contractually committed to:
– the Melbourne International Film Festival’s Premiere Fund;
– a range of film festivals including the Indian Film Festival Melbourne, the International Chinese Film Festival
and the Melbourne Queer Film Festival; and
– industry research on trends, barriers and opportunities for growing the Victorian screen industry.
In addition, Film Victoria has processes underway to provide support to other selected Victorian film festivals.

Creative industries
6974.

Ms VICTORIA to ask the Minister for the Creative Industries — With reference to the 2015/16
Budget Paper 3:
(1)
(2)

How much of the $1.5 million allocated to ‘Promoting Victoria’s design strength’ has been spent
to date.
On what items have these funds been spent.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
Funds have been spent or committed under contractual arrangements to deliver a range of design activities
including:
– The 2015 MPavilion Design Program;
– Victorian participation at the 2015 Business of Design Week, Hong Kong;
– Victorian Design 2015 report on design; and
– The, design to Business (D2B) Integration and D2B Insight programs.

Creative industries
6975.

Ms VICTORIA to ask the Minister for the Creative Industries — With reference to the 2015/16
Budget Paper 3:
(1)
(2)

How much of the $1.5 million allocated to ‘State Library of Victoria: creating a cultural and
knowledge centre’ has been spent to date.
On what items have these funds been spent.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
– The 2015-16 Victorian Budget allocated an additional $1.5 million operating funding to State Library Victoria to
support the Library’s core activities.

Creative industries
6976.

Ms VICTORIA to ask the Minister for the Creative Industries — With reference to 2015/16 Budget
Paper 3, Table 1.7, what specific items have been funded from the $5 million allocation to ‘Arts and
cultural facilities maintenance fund’ to date.

ANSWER:
As at the date the question was raised, the projects approved for funding include:
– State Library Victoria and Melbourne Recital Centre (MRC) building compliance works;
– Australian Centre for the Moving Image and MRC replacement equipment;
– Arts Centre Melbourne and National Gallery of Victoria security system;
– Replacement of the storage racks at Heide Museum of Modern Art; and
– Maintenance works at facilities including Circus Oz, Heide Museum of Modern Art, the Malthouse, the Meat
Market, Southbank Contemporary Arts Precinct, St Martins Youth Arts Centre, 1 City Road and 33 Sturt Street,
Southbank.

Creative industries
6977.

Ms VICTORIA to ask the Minister for the Creative Industries — With reference to 2015/16 Budget
Paper 3, Table 1.6, what specific items have been funded from the $20 million allocation to the ‘Major
Events Fund’ to date.

ANSWER:
The Major Events Fund does not fall within the Creative Industries portfolio.

Tourism and major events
6978.

Ms VICTORIA to ask the Minister for Tourism and Major Events — With reference to the Brand
Victoria ‘Big V’ logo for Victoria unveiled in August 2015:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

When was the Government made aware that the logo could not be used at the Australian Tennis
Open in 2016.
What action has been taken to correct this problem for any future events.
What is the cost of action taken to correct the problem.
What is the full cost of designing and implementing the logo in the 2015/16 financial year to date.
Has any individual been sanctioned for the failure to use the logo at the Australian Tennis Open in
2016.

ANSWER:
I am informed that, as at the date the question was raised:
(1)

From the outset of the Brand project, the Victorian Government was acutely aware of the need to create a
branding device that could work within a variety of circumstances for event branding. The ‘Big V’ logo
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design is but one element within a full suite of devices in the brand guidelines that can be applied across
various requirements. These circumstances were all considered during the development of the new brand and
the result was the creation of a highly flexible brand identity that allowed for maximum exposure during
international broadcast in the highly varied event landscape.
(2)

The logo has been, and will continue to be, applied in accordance with the guidelines and the specific
requirements of future events. The Victorian Government will continue to work with event organisers to
ensure we maximise the global branding benefits provided by our world class calendar of major events.

(3)

There are no costs associated with remedial action as none is required.

(4)

Brand Victoria will showcase the best of everything our state has to offer; unifying our message to help sell
Victoria’s economic strength, cultural diversity, world class events and diverse regions around the world.
Victoria’s major events contribute $1.8 billion every year to the economy combined with our tourism industry
employing over 200 000 people, with the Government’s 2015-16 Budget including an extra $80 million
towards the events war chest.
While the former Liberal Government was content to sit idle when it came to major events and tourism, this
government is getting on with growing Victoria’s reputation as the sporting and major events capital.

(5)

There is no requirement to sanction any individual over the use of the logo at the Australian Open as the
application of the brand was in accordance with the tournament regulations.

Education
6993.

Mr KATOS to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the fence recently erected around
the land where the Torquay North Primary School will be built:
(1)
(2)

Is the Department of Education and Training responsible for erecting the fence.
What was the cost of erecting the fence.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
I thank Mr Katos for the question regarding the new Torquay North Primary School.
Torquay North Primary School is one of 15 high priority new schools being delivered through the New Schools
Public Private Partnership (PPP) Project.
Learning Communities Victoria (LCV) consortium has been appointed to deliver the $291 million Project and
include Watpac as builder, ClarkeHopkinsClarke as architect and Spotless as facilities managers.
The Andrews Labor Government is committed to delivering the Education State and recognises that providing a
first class education starts with investment in school infrastructure. The 2015-16 State Budget delivers a
$111 million package to support the delivery of 10 new schools in Melbourne’s growth and established areas.
I am excited to confirm that construction has commenced on the first tranche of PPP schools which will open in the
2017 school year with the second group opening in 2018.
In preparation for the commencement of construction for the second group of schools, and as you have noticed, the
school sites have now been fenced. Construction on the second group of schools, including Torquay North is
expected to commence in late 2016.
All school construction costs are incorporated into the contract with LCV and the builder, Watpac, have
responsibility for maintaining the sites and fencing throughout construction.
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Environment, climate change and water
6994.

Mr KATOS to ask the Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water — What is the cost to
Barwon Water per megalitre of water that has been ordered from the Melbourne system via the
Geelong/Melbourne interconnector.

ANSWER:
The will be no additional cost to Barwon Water’s (BW) customers as a result of using the Melbourne Geelong
Interconnector. BW’s transfer costs, including using the interconnector are already factored into the prices that
BW’s customers pay.
The prices customers will pay are set out in BW’s water plan (2013-18), which is independently reviewed by the
Essential Services Commission.

Environment, climate change and water
7026.

Ms MCLEISH to ask the Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water —
(1)
(2)

What agency or agencies record kangaroo population data in Victoria.
What are the current estimated kangaroo populations:
(a) in and around Yarra Glen, Dixons Creek and Steels Creek;
(b) in and around Kinglake;
(c) in and around Yea, including Glenburn.

(3)
(4)

What agency or agencies record wombat population data in Victoria.
What are the current estimated wombat populations:
(a) in and around Yarra Glen, Dixons Creek and Steels Creek;
(b) in and around Kinglake;
(c) in and around Yea, including Glenburn.

(5)
(6)

What agency or agencies record deer population data in Victoria.
What are the current estimated deer populations in:
(a) Alpine National Park;
(b) Lake Eildon National Park;
(c) Yarra Ranges National Park;
(d) Kinglake National Park;
(e) Toolangi State Forest;
(f) Cathedral Range State Park;
(g) Watson’s Creek Habitat Link (Warrandyte Kinglake Nature Conservation Reserve).

(7)
(8)
(9)

Are there any plans to cull the deer population in Victoria; if so, in what areas.
Are there any plans to cull the kangaroo population in Victoria; if so, in what areas.
Are there any plans to cull the wombat population in Victoria; if so, in what areas.

ANSWER:
The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) is responsible for the administration and
enforcement of the Wildlife Act 1975 (Wildlife Act), under which all native wildlife, including kangaroos and
wombats, and wildlife further classified as game, including deer, are protected.
DELWP does not undertake landscape-scale population surveys for common species, such as kangaroos, wombats
and deer.
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It is illegal to control protected wildlife without authorisation from DELWP. The most common form of approval is
an Authority to Control Wildlife (ATCW). Landholders or land managers, including farmers, may apply to
DELWP for an ATCW to scare, disperse, trap or destroy wildlife if the wildlife is damaging buildings, pasture,
crops or other property, threatening human safety or impacting on biodiversity.
ATCWs are only issued when there is a demonstrated need and all ATCWs include strict conditions to ensure that
animals are controlled humanely. Anyone acting on an ATCW must, by law, comply with the conditions.
Non-compliance may result in fines or legal action.
The Common Wombat is protected in Victoria, except for in 193 parishes in eastern Victoria where they have been
declared unprotected by a Governor in Council Order under section 7A of the Wildlife Act. In areas where they are
unprotected, Common Wombats may be controlled without the requirement for an authorisation. In these parishes,
wombats can only be controlled by a landholder or occupier engaged in rural production or by their permanent
employees. In addition, wombats can only be controlled by the use of firearms conforming to strict specifications.
Elsewhere in Victoria, the Common Wombat remains protected and a person wishing to take or destroy Common
Wombats must apply to DELWP for an ATCW in order to do so. There are no large scale control programs for
Common Wombats in Victoria.
Deer are unprotected on private land in Victoria under a Governor in Council Order, removing the need for private
land owners to apply for an ATCW to control problem deer on their land. On public land, deer remain protected,
however public land managers are able to apply for an ATCW to control where it is required for the protection of
high conservation values.
Parks Victoria and other public land managers implement targeted deer and kangaroo control programs to protect
specific areas of high conservation value at risk from the impacts of deer and kangaroo, or to prevent kangaroo
populations from crashing during periods of drought.
Kangaroo control programs are currently planned for the Hattah-Kulkyne National Park, Murray-Sunset National
Park, Wyperfield National Park, Woodlands Historic Park, Swan Island and Puckapunyal to ensure populations
remain sustainable and to avoid risks to animal welfare due to starvation. Control is also planned at some water
catchments in order to protect them for human health reasons.
Deer control programs have, to date, been implemented by Parks Victoria in several parks including the
Dandenong Ranges National Park, Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve, Wilsons Promontory National Park
and Mitchell River National Park. A pilot control program is currently being developed for specific areas in the
Alpine National Park, focussing on the protection of alpine peatlands and bogs with further programs planned to be
delivered in western Victoria.
Statistics on the number of ATCWs that are issued each year, including for kangaroos, wombats and deer, are
available on the DELWP website.

Sport
7027.

Ms SANDELL to ask the Minister for Sport — Will the Minister to take steps to end car parking in
Yarra Park.

ANSWER:
Yarra Park is Crown Land managed by the Melbourne Cricket Ground Trust as Committee of Management. The
Melbourne Cricket Ground and Melbourne and Olympic Parks make up Victoria’s premier sport and events
precinct, with car parking facilities in Yarra Park providing important infrastructure to support the delivery of world
class events in the precinct. All proceeds raised fro car parking are used in the management and improvement of
Yarra Park. There are no plans to remove car parking facilities from Yarra Park.
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Business of the house
Program, 1728
Constituency questions
South Barwon electorate, 1829
Matters of public importance
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1854
Points of order, 1645

McGUIRE, Mr (Broadmeadows)
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1769
Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill 2016, 1670
Business of the house
Program, 1726
Members statements

KEALY, Ms (Lowan)

Easter Rising centenary, 1730

Members statements
Grampians Grape Escape, 1806
Regional and rural roads, 1806
Warracknabeal education precinct, 1806

McLEISH, Ms (Eildon)
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1864
Constituency questions

KILKENNY, Ms (Carrum)
Adjournment
Wedge–Frankston-Dandenong roads, Carrum Downs, 1893
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1872
Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill 2016, 1673
Constituency questions
Carrum electorate, 1722
Members statements

Eildon electorate, 1645
Members statements
Anzac Day, 1734
Arthurs Creek commemorative garden, 1734
Maindample community park, 1734
Petitions
Police numbers, 1646
Special religious instruction, 1646, 1724
Points of order, 1708

Alex Paterson, 1733
MERLINO, Mr (Monbulk) (Minister for Education)
KNIGHT, Ms (Wendouree)

Absence of Premier, 1715

Adjournment

Points of order, 1819

Ballarat Secondary College, 1798
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1784

Questions without notice and ministers statements
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1715,
1716
Ministers statements
education funding, 1819
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GOTAFE Shepparton, 1643
Melbourne Metro rail project, 1716

O’BRIEN, Mr D. (Gippsland South)
Adjournment
Dairy industry, 1892

MORRIS, Mr (Mornington)
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1870
Appropriation (Parliament 2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1882
House Contracts Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016, 1685
Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill 2016, 1668
Members statements

Bills
House Contracts Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016, 1687
Members statements
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1732
Gippsland South electorate sporting facilities, 1733
Points of order, 1827

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1662
Statements on reports
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee: financial and
performance outcomes 2013–14 and 2014–15, 1809

O’BRIEN, Mr M. (Malvern)
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1655
Points of order, 1721

NARDELLA, Mr (Melton) (The Deputy Speaker)
Business of the house
Notices of motion, 1724
Matters of public importance
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1860
Rulings, 1708, 1723

PAKULA, Mr (Keysborough) (Attorney-General and Minister for
Racing)
Points of order, 1716, 1718, 1820, 1823
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Bail laws, 1718, 1719
Ministers statements: Shepparton courthouse, 1642

NEVILLE, Ms (Bellarine) (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water)

PALLAS, Mr (Werribee) (Treasurer)

Bills

Bills

Land (Revocation of Reservations — Regional Victoria Land) Bill
2016, 1723, 1831, 1832
Matters of public importance
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1850
Members statements
Australian Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens, 1803

Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1647, 1648
State Taxation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2016, 1645, 1736,
1739
Budget papers 2016–17, 1646
Members statements
Werribee electorate schools, 1803
Points of order, 1828

NORTHE, Mr (Morwell)
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1776

Questions without notice and ministers statements
Ministers statements
economy, 1717, 1718
infrastructure projects, 1828

Constituency questions
Morwell electorate, 1721
Matters of public importance
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1858
Members statements
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1661

PAYNTER, Mr (Bass)
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1880
Matters of public importance
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1861

Petitions
Christmas carols in schools, 1801
Statements on reports
Electoral Matters Committee: conduct of 2014 Victorian state
election, 1813

PEARSON, Mr (Essendon)
Adjournment
Jobs Victoria Employment Network, 1892
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Maribyrnong River pollution, 1712
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1746
Appropriation (Parliament 2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1891
House Contracts Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016, 1688
Land (Revocation of Reservations — Metropolitan Land) Bill
2016, 1703
Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill 2016, 1677
Business of the house
Program, 1727

Yarrabah School, 1796
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1867
Members statements
Luke Johansson, 1731
RIORDAN, Mr (Polwarth)
Adjournment
Colanda Residential Services, 1895

Constituency questions
Essendon electorate, 1644, 1829
Members statements
Easter Rising centenary, 1735
Essendon Fields Expo, 1735
Saul Same, 1734
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
Financial and performance outcomes 2013–14 and 2014–15, 1802

RYALL, Ms (Ringwood)
Adjournment
Maroondah Hospital, 1797
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1792, 1836
Constituency questions
Ringwood electorate, 1722
Points of order, 1820, 1823, 1824

PERERA, Mr (Cranbourne)
Bills
Land (Revocation of Reservations — Metropolitan Land) Bill
2016, 1705
Members statements
Cranbourne Italian Senior Citizens Club, 1667
Cranbourne Secondary College, 1667
Vaisakhi festival, 1667

RYAN, Ms (Euroa)
Adjournment
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1708
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1839

PESUTTO, Mr (Hawthorn)

SCOTT, Mr (Preston) (Minister for Finance, Minister for
Multicultural Affairs, Acting Minister for Police and Acting
Minister for Corrections)

Members statements

Business of the house

Camberwell Hockey Club, 1809
Hawthorn electorate student leaders, 1809
Points of order, 1718, 1719, 1720, 1820, 1824
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Bail laws, 1718, 1719
RICHARDSON, Ms (Northcote) (Minister for Women and
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence)
Members statements
Northcote electorate schools, 1662
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Ministers statements: family violence, 1821
RICHARDSON, Mr (Mordialloc)
Adjournment
Melbourne Metro rail project, 1710

Sessional orders, 1831
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Bail laws, 1720
Police resources, 1818, 1819
Prison capacity, 1821
SHEED, Ms (Shepparton)
Adjournment
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1711
Members statements
Shepparton mother-baby unit, 1732
Questions without notice and ministers statements
Shepparton rail services, 1641, 1642
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SMITH, Mr R. (Warrandyte)
Constituency questions
Warrandyte electorate, 1643
Matters of public importance

Constituency questions
Bentleigh electorate, 1830
Members statements
McKinnon Secondary College, 1735

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1862
Members statements
Cr Jennifer Yang, 1662
Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing, 1662
Points of order, 1645, 1716, 1718

STALEY, Ms (Ripon)
Adjournment
Maryborough District Health Service, 1709
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1756

SMITH, Mr T. (Kew)
Adjournment
Kew East Primary School, 1894

Matters of public importance
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1851
Members statements
Australia First Party, 1731

SOUTHWICK, Mr (Caulfield)
Adjournment
Police resources, 1712
Members statements
Government performance, 1804
Saul Same, 1804

SULEYMAN, Ms (St Albans)
Constituency questions
St Albans electorate, 1644
Members statements
Koti Ngawati, 1667
Premier’s Spirit of Anzac Prize, 1666

SPEAKER, The (Hon. Telmo Languiller)
Acknowledgement of country, 1639, 1715

THOMAS, Ms (Macedon)

Distinguished visitors, 1715

Adjournment

Rulings, 1643, 1645, 1655, 1715, 1716, 1718, 1719, 1720, 1721,
1818, 1820, 1821, 1823, 1824, 1825, 1826, 1827, 1828
Rulings by the Chair
Constituency questions, 1720
Suspension of members
Member for Frankston, 1822
Member for Hastings, 1825
Member for Hawthorn, 1827
Member for Warrandyte, 1819
Members for Malvern and Ferntree Gully, 1826

Macedon electorate rail services, 1709
Woodend Primary School, 1795
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1774
House Contracts Guarantee Repeal Bill 2016, 1694
Constituency questions
Macedon electorate, 1722, 1829
Members statements
Anzac Day, 1664

SPENCE, Ms (Yuroke)

THOMPSON, Mr (Sandringham)

Members statements

Adjournment

Anzac Day, 1728
Highlands Movie Night, 1728
Statements on reports
Electoral Matters Committee: conduct of 2014 Victorian state
election, 1810

Port Phillip Bay water quality, 1710
Sandringham Hospital, 1796
Bills
Land (Revocation of Reservations — Metropolitan Land) Bill
2016, 1700
Constituency questions

STAIKOS, Mr (Bentleigh)
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1837

Sandringham electorate, 1644
Members statements
Beaumaris Girl Guides, 1666
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Beaumaris RSL, 1666
Member for Nepean, 1807
Sandringham College, 1807
Sandringham Hospital, 1807
Petitions
Sandringham Hospital, 1724

Questions without notice and ministers statements
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1640,
1641
WARD, Ms (Eltham)
Adjournment
Hurstbridge railway line, 1895

THOMSON, Ms (Footscray)
Bills
Appropriation (Parliament 2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1888
Members statements
Saul Same, 1806

Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1758
Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill 2016, 1680
Constituency questions
Eltham electorate, 1645, 1830
Matters of public importance

TILLEY, Mr (Benambra)
Members statements
Country Fire Authority memorial service, 1808

Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1856
Members statements
Kerry Share, 1805
Patrick Cronin, 1805

VICTORIA, Ms (Bayswater)

Points of order, 1723

Adjournment

Statements on reports

Mountain Highway, Bayswater, 1892
Bills

Electoral Matters Committee: conduct of 2014 Victorian state
election, 1814

Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1781
Petitions
Mountain Highway, Bayswater, 1801

WATT, Mr (Burwood)
Constituency questions
Burwood electorate, 1830

WAKELING, Mr (Ferntree Gully)

Points of order, 1766, 1820, 1823

Adjournment
State Emergency Service Knox unit, 1893
Bills
Health Complaints Bill 2016, 1667
Members statements
Anzac Day, 1804
Country Fire Authority volunteers, 1804
Ferntree Gully railway station, 1804
Wantirna Primary School, 1804
Points of order, 1818, 1819, 1821

WELLS, Mr (Rowville)
Bills
Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1767
Constituency questions
Rowville electorate, 1721
Members statements
Anzac Day, 1730
Petitions
Abortion legislation, 1801

WALSH, Mr (Murray Plains)

WILLIAMS, Ms (Dandenong)

Bills

Bills

Appropriation (2016–2017) Bill 2016, 1744
Business of the house
Standing and sessional orders, 1817
Matters of public importance
Country Fire Authority enterprise bargaining agreement, 1848

Land (Revocation of Reservations — Metropolitan Land) Bill
2016, 1708
Treasury and Finance Legislation Amendment Bill 2016, 1681
Constituency questions
Dandenong electorate, 1722

ix

MEMBERS INDEX
x

ASSEMBLY

Members statements
Dandenong High School, 1734
WYNNE, Mr (Richmond) (Minister for Planning)
Adjournment
Berwick and Hallam railway station car parking, 1897
Dairy industry, 1897
Hurstbridge railway line, 1897
Jobs Victoria Employment Network, 1897
Kew East Primary School, 1897
Mountain Highway, Bayswater, 1896
Wedge–Frankston-Dandenong roads, Carrum Downs, 1896
Bills
Land (Revocation of Reservations — Metropolitan Land) Bill
2016, 1702

