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ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 10 February 2015
The SPEAKER (Hon. Telmo Languiller) took the
chair at 2.04 p.m. and read the prayer.

RESIGNATION OF MEMBER
Member for Gippsland South
The SPEAKER — Order! I wish to announce that
on 2 February 2015 I received the resignation of the
member for Gippsland South.

BLACK SATURDAY
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) (By leave) — It has been
six years since the Black Saturday fires, but the sights
and sounds of that day still move us to silence. I will
never forget that wind; I think none of us will. For those
of us safe from the fire ground it summoned a great
unease, but for those stranded at its face it summoned
something unimaginable. The fires that came with that
wind burnt an area larger than 30 other sovereign
nations on this earth. Those fires took with them
173 precious lives — and measured in a different way,
thousands upon thousands of friends and relatives.
We saw that day without doubt the worst of nature, but
we also saw the very best of humanity. We saw locals
working together, house by house, street by street,
school by school, business by business. We saw
firefighters, career and volunteer; officers of the
Victoria Police; ambulance paramedics and people
from the Red Cross and St John Ambulance; people
from the departments; people from the State
Emergency Service; and so many others. We saw our
community — in the pure, binding and uniting sense of
that word — launch into action. So many lives were
lost six years ago; so many lives were wrecked. But so
many lives were saved too, and so many livelihoods
were salvaged.
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Australia’s worst natural disaster — the Black Saturday
bushfires.
As this chamber knows, six years ago, on Saturday,
7 February 2009, more than 2000 homes were lost and
173 people perished. One hundred and twenty people
perished in the Kinglake-Kilmore East fire, 39 in
Marysville, 11 in Gippsland, 2 in Beechworth and
1 person in Bendigo.
We should never forget the more than 400 people who
were also injured during that dreadful event that day
and the many thousands who suffered trauma as a result
of what they witnessed, what they felt or what they
were exposed to on that most brutal of days.
On that day, 11 800 head of livestock and
10 000 kilometres of fencing were lost in our farming
communities and 1800 acres of horticultural produce
and 150 000 acres of pasture land were razed.
More than 19 000 firefighters served our community
with great distinction on that day. It is fair to say that
Victoria has always rightly appreciated and revered our
volunteer and career firefighters. Certainly, given what
they were up against on Black Saturday — both on the
front line and behind the scenes — the work of
firefighters, especially those in the Country Fire
Authority, is something that time will never forget.
While Victoria did well to support those who suffered
in the days and months that followed, many are still
suffering today and feeling a great sense of loss that
will, of course, never leave them.
I remember, like everyone in this chamber, my own
experiences of that day and the weeks that followed.
The Kinglake fire covered part of my own electorate. A
family from one of my local branches was killed in
Humevale. Friends who survived were stuck in
Humevale, fighting to save what remained of their
property and trying to comprehend the indiscriminate,
brutal and unfair nature of what bushfire is.

As always, we are defined not by the ruin but by the
recovery. As always, we offer our thoughts and prayers
to those we lost and to those who lost. As always, we
mourn the empty chairs at the family table and the
empty tables at the family reunion. And as always, we
pray that the fury and the ferocity of the kind we
witnessed six years ago never again revisit our state. If
they do, we hope that we have learnt, we trust that we
are ready and we thank the men and women who will
put their own lives at risk to help protect ours.

We live in a place that has experienced bushfire as far
back as recorded history. On Black Thursday,
6 February 1851, around a quarter of Victoria was
burnt, and smoke reached Tasmania. Indigenous
Victorians have lived with bushfire for millennia, and
the fact that our state is covered in gum trees — trees
that thrive on fire — is a sign that fire can be a part of
our environment.

Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) (By leave) — I
rise on behalf of the Victorian coalition to recognise the
sixth anniversary of a truly devastating event —

No Victorian will ever forget Black Saturday. We will
not forget the lessons learned. We will never forget the
men, women and children who lost their lives. We will
not forget those who were injured and those who carry
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emotional scars. We will not forget the firefighters and
others who served our communities on that day, and we
will not forget those who are still affected today.
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency Services)
(By leave) — Black Saturday was a deeply significant
and painful day for all Victorians. So many lives were
lost, so many people were injured and so many homes
and communities were destroyed. Six years later we
honour the memory of those we lost and stand with the
families and loved ones who are left.
The journey of recovery for those affected has been
long and arduous, but it has also been filled with
extraordinary acts of courage and hope. We pay tribute
to our communities that have rebuilt not only their
homes and public spaces but also their lives and sense
of spirit. In previous years there have been very public
memorials, but this year local communities decided to
grieve privately and mark the occasion in their own
way. We of course respect that choice. On Friday
evening I joined Ms Mikakos, the Minister for Families
and Children, and emergency management
commissioner Craig Lapsley to mark this anniversary at
the state control centre with emergency services
personnel from across the state. Many of those present
had a strong personal connection with Black Saturday. I
want to acknowledge their ongoing journeys, work and
tireless efforts.
We have learned much from the 2009 fires. We are
now much more integrated in how we manage
emergencies and assist with the recovery process. This
work includes the significant efforts of members
opposite, which I acknowledge. We also learned from
those Black Saturday fires that we have an
extraordinary community: Victorians pull together,
comfort and support each other, and they walk the most
difficult of journeys side by side.
Over the past eight weeks I have travelled to many
parts of this state with our dedicated emergency
services personnel, and I have seen some of the harsh
damage inflicted by this season’s natural disasters. I
have met with farmers and families whose land and
properties have been damaged by fire, and I have seen
the immense stress and hardship it has caused etched on
their faces. I praise the resilience and capability of our
communities as well as our volunteers and emergency
services workers, who do so much to keep us safe.
During this time of remembrance we stand shoulder to
shoulder with those who are still recovering from that
day six years ago. We honour those we lost. They are in
our thoughts today and every day.
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Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) (By leave) — In
acknowledging Black Saturday we need to remember
the conditions across Victoria that led up to that day.
We were in the grip of a savage heatwave, with record
temperatures being recorded in a number of locations.
The state was as dry as could be imagined, after years
of significant drought. Temperatures hit the mid-40s,
and storm-force winds developed. The day prior,
6 February, then Premier John Brumby warned of
extreme fire danger, saying that it was just as bad a day
as one could imagine. Tragically, he was proved
correct.
Today the Parliament rightly and respectfully
remembers that day. We remember and pay tribute to
the 173 people who sadly lost their lives. We
acknowledge and honour the survivors and their
communities who continue to rebuild homes and towns
and recover from injuries that are both seen and felt.
We thank again the emergency services personnel and
volunteers who bravely fought the fires, who saved
lives and homes and who cared for the injured.
Victorians have immense fortitude, and we are people
of courage and resilience. We are people who help each
other out when times get tough. We are also people
who honour our past and remember what has gone
before us. This is why we will never forget the tragedy
of Black Saturday and why we will continue to do all
we can to help and support the communities as they
recover from this bad day in our state’s history.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (By leave) — I had the
privilege of attending memorial services at Strathewen,
St Andrews, Whittlesea and Kinglake West over the
weekend to commemorate this dreadful event of six
years ago. In 2009 our leaders committed to build back,
brick by brick, what was lost, but to build back
better — and our built environment has seen that occur.
Schools, kindergartens, halls, sporting facilities, police
stations, fire stations, state emergency service units are
all evidence of towns being built back better. However,
human beings cannot be built back better after such loss
and hurt. We are built differently. That pain and loss is
always with us and always in the fibre of our being.
At Strathewen the mother of the late Sue Evans said to
me, ‘Danielle, how do we make sense of this pain?
How do we go on?’. I told her, ‘For me, it’s the babies
who have been born into this community since then
who help me make sense of it’. Like the beautiful
regrowth of the bush, these babies are our huma
budbursts. I think of Wes and Georgie’s little boy,
Lennon, in Strathewen, and I think of Dave Murphy
and his wife, Jess. I was on the same Country Fire
Authority truck as they were on the Sunday after Black
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Saturday. We searched house to house on Bald Spur
Road, and lots of little babies were lost there. They
have had three beautiful little girls since then, and those
girls are like budbursts of Bald Spur Road to me.
I want to read something that a much-loved widow,
Mary Avola, who lost her dear husband, Peter, in
Strathewen, posted on the weekend. I think it made
everyone in this community feel better. She wrote:
Yesterday, as I drove to Strathewen with a heavy heart, I
passed what used to be our property at 105 Chads Creek
Road. I glimpsed out of the corner of my eye a flash of red. I
said to myself, ‘When I come back later this morning I must
stop at the gate and investigate what this red colour was’. I
discovered it was a red flowering gum in flower. I remember
Peter planting this on the bank of the cut that had been dug to
allow us to build our new house. This flowering gum had
been very temperamental — never seemed to want to grow
for us, was always looking like it was going to die, at one
point was split in half with the wind. Peter never gave up on
it. He taped the limbs together with lots of tender loving care,
and yes, it did survive. Struggling tree then survived Black
Saturday, struggled on again, and after six years it showed me
its beautiful flowers and its will to live on through many
hardships. I believe this is the legacy that Peter has left me —
his courage and determination is now flowing through me. I
believe the flowering of this bright red flowering gum, that I
have never seen as bright and beautiful before, is his message
of his presence to me and his family to carry on with his
strength and gentleness, to live on and enjoy our lives,
remembering him always. Rest on, my darling. Will miss you
today, tomorrow and always till we meet again.

I also seek leave to incorporate photographs of the
beautiful memorials at each one of these sites, because
they speak more strongly and better than any of us in
this house can. Many who suffered that loss have not
been able to return to see those beautiful memorials.
Having them in Hansard will mean that these people
can see them. Lest we forget.
Leave granted; see photographs pages 59–65.
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (By leave) — The day of
7 February 2009 is one most of us will never forget.
Many in the community understand exactly what
happened. As we remember, 173 people were lost. We
pray for and offer our support to those who are
rebuilding their possessions and their emotional lives.
We thank those who put their lives on the line to protect
us. It is very hard to imagine what it was like for those
people. The figures that were referred to by the Premier
and the Leader of the Opposition — that more than
2000 homes were lost across Victoria — are absolutely
amazing.
We have heard about the positives that came out of this
event. We have heard about the Aussie spirit. It is
something we are all so proud of, but it is hard to put
into words exactly what it is. Today I will attempt to
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outline a few of my ideas about exactly what the Aussie
spirit is. It is the work of more than 19 000 Country
Fire Authority members, front-line and support staff, in
putting their lives on the line to protect us. It is the
participation of hundreds of department of environment
and Parks Victoria firefighters going out there to protect
the community that we in this house absolutely love. It
is the involvement of more than 1000 police, whether in
their work of blocking roads, in doorknocking or in
going from place to place to ensure that people could
get out safely in the quickest possible way. It is the
contribution of the State Emergency Service, of our
ambulance services and of all of our volunteer
organisations, the members of which put their lives on
hold to protect and work with the communities that
were struggling at the time.
We extend our Aussie spirit on days like Black
Saturday. As a result of that day we welcomed as
temporary Australian firefighters, firefighters from the
United States of America and New Zealand, who came
here to help in our communities in our time of need. It
is important that we accept that help when it is
provided.
We must relive the stories of those we lost. We must
relive those stories so our community will never forget
what has happened. We must relive the stories of those
who survived, because we need to hear what those
people did to ensure that they were protected. We need
people to know what they stood up for. On behalf of the
coalition, I stand here together with all of those on this
side and I am sure with all in the house to remember the
Black Saturday bushfires and to make the commitment
that we will never forget.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask members to rise in
their places to show support for the communities
affected by the Black Saturday bushfires.
Honourable members stood in their places.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER — Order! I wish to acknowledge
the presence in the gallery of former ministers Peter
Batchelor and Bob Cameron. I also wish to
acknowledge the presence of former members Carlo
Carli, Bob Stensholt and Janice Munt.

CONDOLENCES
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CONDOLENCES
Michael Andrew Leighton and John Martin
McQuilten
The SPEAKER — Order! I advise the house of the
death of Michael Andrew Leighton, member of the
Legislative Assembly for the electoral district of
Preston from 1988 to 2006.
Further, I advise the house of the death of John Martin
McQuilten, member of the Legislative Council for the
electoral province of Ballarat from 1999 to 2006.
I ask members to rise in their places as a mark of
respect to the memory of the deceased.
Honourable members stood in their places.
The SPEAKER — Order! I shall convey a message
of sympathy from the house to the relatives of the late
Michael Andrew Leighton and John Martin McQuilten.

Hon. Lynne Janice Kosky
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I move:
That this house expresses its sincere sorrow at the death of the
Honourable Lynne Janice Kosky and places on record its
acknowledgement of the valuable services rendered by her to
the Parliament and the people of Victoria as member of the
Legislative Assembly for the electoral district of Altona from
1996 to 2010 and Minister for Post Compulsory Education,
Training and Employment from 1999 to 2002, Minister for
Finance from 2000 to 2002, Minister for Education and
Training from 2002 to 2006, and Minister for Public
Transport and Minister for the Arts from 2006 to 2010.

Late last year members of the government, the
Parliament and indeed the broader labour movement
lost a dedicated advocate and a devoted friend. Lynne
Kosky’s ambition for a better Australia did not stumble
through the months and years — it swept across the
decades. Her ideal was an ‘enduring’ government
whose plans remained sound and stay standing only
because they were built from the ground up, and whose
agenda was characteristic of the community, conceived
by it and completed for it. Her ideal was, if I can put it
more simply, a political culture that demanded of its
participants the simple act of listening, because Lynne
Kosky grew up in a time and in a place when her
community was not listened to. She recalled what it
was like for a graduate of Footscray High School in
1977 to navigate orientation week at the state’s oldest
university. She described her alma mater as the
‘ultimate conversation stopper’. Privilege was her first
exam, and she had failed it.
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It is not hard to see why education was Lynne’s greatest
passion. Threading through her life was a struggle —
sometimes subtle, sometimes very vocal — against an
education system that was obtuse and opaque and
weighted with gross assumptions of upbringing and its
correlation to ability.
Lynne’s twin brother, Mark, was a hands-on kind of
man who was eager to learn. School never catered for
him, his skills or his interests. Lynne said:
He was doing some maths in his room and called me in to
check, and he said, ‘I can do this’, and I said, ‘Of course you
can do it’. It was at that point that I realised that Mark always
thought he couldn’t do it. That’s how he had been brought up
in the educational system …

Lynne went back to that system after uni with a
placement at Sunshine High School, where an early
experiment in community education was underway.
Social officers were working with students and
families, tailoring lessons to meet their needs, with
convincing results. She later worked as a community
education officer with a cluster of schools across the
west, trying to change the way the system worked. She
wrote to all the local MPs, and the only one who replied
was Joan Kirner.
Joan had spent the best part of two decades trying to
change Australian education, just like Lynne Kosky.
Three years later Joan became education minister and
commenced work on the foundation charter of our
school system’s fairness — the Victorian certificate of
education. Two decades later education minister Lynne
Kosky would implement its stablemate — the Victorian
certificate of applied learning (VCAL), which gave
thousands of kids what her own brother Mark was
denied: a real chance to do what they love, to do what
they are good at, to get skills, to get paid and to get
qualified.
I think it is right that we commemorate Lynne — the
author of this hands-on alternative, the reason for this
great reform. And I think it is right that we, as a
government, do what we can to give talented students a
chance, lest they otherwise miss out. That is why I am
proud to announce today the establishment of the
Lynne Kosky Memorial Victorian Certificate of
Applied Learning Scholarships. There will be two
scholarships awarded every year to the value of
$5000 per annum, for two outstanding year 10 students
who are commencing VCAL, who are in financial need
and who are involved in their local community. It is the
least we can do to help our kids reach their full
potential. That is, after all, the right and entitlement of
every single Victorian. It is the least we can do, too, to
commemorate a champion of fair and accessible
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education in our great state and to commemorate a
champion of fairness wherever possible — Lynne
Kosky.
Lynne’s work as a minister, her legacy and her imprint
on our schools, has changed the lives of so many
Victorians and so many families, particularly in
Melbourne’s west. We might say that the western
suburbs owe a lot to Lynne Kosky, but Lynne was of
the view that it was she who was indebted to the
western suburbs. It was she who owed the western
suburbs more. I do not think any other parliamentarian
of my generation can claim such an affiliation with its
streets, its suburbs and its spirit.
She was a Footscray High School student, a Footscray
city councillor, a Footscray city mayor, a Footscray
Bulldogs director — and fighter — and the daughter of
a Braybrook chemist. It is a pretty impressive list. She
entered this world in the west, departed this world in the
west and gave her life to it, and to its potential, its
optimism, its hope and its future.
She also gave much of her life to our movement, which
she joined in 1985. Soon after that first bit of
correspondence, which was from Joan Kirner, I might
add, early on she identified a problem at the heart of our
party, and today there are more women MPs in our
parliaments and cabinets because of the work of people
just like Lynne Kosky. Lynne was speaking out about
the pitfalls of one-on-one counselling, when she
lamented that ‘it locates a problem within the individual
not the system’. That same sentiment applies to
Lynne’s foundational work, her critical work, with
EMILY’s List. The problem was not within the
individuals who did not thrive; it was within a system
that would not let them.
All of us know that polling day is a busy day, and,
depending on the result, it is a busy night. All of us in
this chamber, I am sure, receive many emails, many
text messages and many expressions of goodwill,
whether it be in celebration or commiseration. All of us
would have spent much of the next day, Sunday, and
some of us into Monday, responding to messages and
listening to some of them for the first time. I do not
know how many messages I received. They were all
heartfelt and they were all special, but one of them will
be with me forever. One of them was the most special
of all those best wishes; it was the very best of best
wishes. That was a message from Lynne Kosky at
11.06 p.m. on 29 November 2014, which read, ‘Well
done, Daniel, I will sleep well tonight’.
It was not long after that that Lynne Kosky’s journey
ended. That in many respects is not only emotional and
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personal, but it is her. At that lowest moment, as her
journey was coming to its final moments, its final part,
her joy was in the good fortune of her former
colleagues, with the election to office of representatives
of her values, the movement she loved and of which
she was such an important part. But of course it was
also a statement of optimism about what that election
result might mean for working people across the state
and across the region she loved. As touched as I was to
receive that text message, it says so much, perhaps
more, about the woman who sent it. I am deeply
grateful for those best wishes.
Lynne Kosky achieved plenty in her life for her party,
for her part of the world and for the ordinary men and
women who quietly rely on governments that are good,
fair, sound and just. She knew, however, that her
greatest achievement was her family. Hana and Jackson
should be very proud of their mum. Jim should be
proud of his best friend. Lynne loved them, and I know
in her final moments she gave it her all, just for that one
extra minute with those she held close — that one extra
second with those who made her whole. On behalf of
the Victorian government and the Victorian Labor
Party I send them my deepest condolences.
I was humbled to speak at what was not just Lynne’s
funeral but was also a true celebration of her life and
contribution. I read her favourite poem — words for the
wanderlust, translated from the Greek:
Keep Ithaca always in your mind.
Arriving there is what you are destined for.
But do not hurry the journey at all.

Because even if Ithaca finds you poor, the journey will
have made you wealthy.
When I walked out of the Williamstown town hall in
December I was surrounded by Lynne’s family, friends
and colleagues. Spilling out of the doors were masses
of men and women she had gathered together on this
journey, this raft, and all of their children were warm in
her memory. All of their lives had been changed
through the long, steady arm of an enduring
government. These were the people and the things
Lynne loved so much. What a journey. What an
impressive journey. How enriched we were to share in
it. Goodbye, dear friend. Sleep well. We love you, and
we will miss you.
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — It is with
sadness that today I extend my condolences on behalf
of the state opposition and as Leader of the
Parliamentary Liberal Party to the Kosky family —
Jim, Hana and Jackson — on the passing of Lynne on
4 December 2014. In 1990, 25 years ago, as mayor of
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Footscray, Lynne Kosky said, ‘I’d rather be an optimist
who turns out to be wrong than a pessimist who is
right’. They are wonderful words, and as we all know,
this was the approach which Lynne Kosky took to her
career in public life and which characterised her
commitment to her beloved western suburbs.
As the Premier said, Lynne was passionate about
Melbourne’s west, whether as a councillor from 1986
to 1994, as mayor of the Footscray City Council from
1988 to 1989, as the local MP for Altona for 14 years or
indeed as a minister in this place. Before her life in
politics, Lynne’s work in the western suburbs
community as a social worker for the Department of
Education and in youth affairs, as a community liaison
officer for the Melbourne Olympic bid committee and
as a member of the Coode Island Review Panel all
reflected a significant commitment to Melbourne’s
western suburbs. It is fair to say that as a member of
Parliament Lynne was passionate and was a regular
advocate for the west. She will no doubt always be
strongly remembered as such.
Lynne was a driving force behind the Save Footscray
Football Club campaign. As a St Kilda supporter, I
know what it is like to go without a flag for such a long
time. As a dedicated Bulldogs supporter, Lynne became
greatly admired by many. Lynne was inspired to
become a board member of the club, and as such she
became the first female director and eventually a no. 1
ticketholder — a fitting tribute. While Lynne never saw
the Bulldogs win an AFL or Victorian Football League
premiership, it is because of passionate supporters like
Lynne Kosky that footballs are still being kicked
around Whitten Oval on a Thursday night in winter.
Whilst members from my side of politics, past and
present, may not have always agreed with her political
decisions as a minister, no-one believes that Lynne did
not have the best interests of Victoria at heart in her
ministerial tenures in post-compulsory education,
education, training and employment, finance, public
transport and the arts. She gave over a decade of service
to Victoria as a minister in these areas.
A number of contentious reforms were handed to
Lynne to manage at difficult times through ministerial
reshuffles, particularly in transport, and she certainly
performed well. All of us who are or have been
ministers know that there are not many days where
good news abounds in a number of ministerial
portfolios, transport certainly being of them. It is fair to
say that Lynne earnt a great deal of respect in her tenure
as a minister, particularly as transport minister, and that
should certainly be acknowledged.
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It is also easy to forget that as people in public life,
politicians have families. We all have people who love
and care for us and people who are certainly dear to our
hearts. We are not just names in newspapers or
occasional faces on the television. In sad times like
these it is important to remember that the families of
those who serve the public through our political system
often miss the valuable time that other families take as a
given.
Lynne is survived by her husband, Jim, her daughter,
Hana, and her son, Jackson. There is no doubt that her
children adored her and thought the world of her. There
is no doubt that while ill, over the last, most valuable
years of her life, Lynne spent as much time as she could
with Jim, Hana and Jackson. There is also no doubt that
her decision to retire at a time of her own choosing and
to spend those five or so years with her family was
probably one of the best decisions of her life. While
some of us — many of us, and certainly Lynne — have
achieved many things for the people of Victoria, there
is no greater goal than a family of love. It was clear at
Lynne’s farewell that she most certainly had that.
On behalf of the parliamentary Liberal Party and the
Victorian coalition, I extend my deepest condolences to
Jim, Hana and Jackson and to their extended family.
Lynne Kosky served the Victorian Parliament and the
Victorian people with honour and distinction. She was a
member who was respected by both sides of the
chamber. She once said that no-one enters politics to
leave the place as they find it. She had passion for what
she believed in, and the legacy she leaves for the
Victorian community, particularly Melbourne’s western
suburbs, is definitely a positive one and one that will
not be forgotten.
Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — It is an
honour to join the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition in speaking on the condolence motion for
Lynne Kosky. Doing so is an opportunity for me to
make some personal reflections about Lynne and, in my
capacity as Minister for Education, to celebrate Lynne’s
significant and lasting legacy as education minister in
the Bracks government.
My first thoughts of Lynne are ones of her kindness.
When I entered the cabinet following the 2006 election
I was obviously inexperienced, and looking around the
cabinet table at so many senior colleagues — people
who did the hard yards in the 1990s and then delivered
three historic victories — I was also a little daunted and
nervous. A couple of those warriors are sitting in the
gallery today. I sat, and continued to sit, at the same
part of the table as Lynne. I recall that at my first
cabinet meeting she leant over quietly to give me some
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advice. She encouraged me and guided me — not
because she had to but because she cared, and that was
Lynne. She cared deeply about her colleagues and
about the government in which she was a leader. Small
acts of kindness are not forgotten.
I also recall Lynne’s sharp intellect. She was an
impressive fighter both inside the cabinet and outside.
She was a senior minister in a number of portfolios and
a member of the expenditure review committee. Lynne
was right at the pointy end of government, but at the
same time there was always that beautiful, infectious
smile — and she was always ready for a laugh.
I want to talk about Lynne’s legacy in education. All of
us in coming to this place want to make a difference
and leave our state in a better place than when we
started — and no-one could more than Lynne did. She
was Minister for Post Compulsory Education, Training
and Employment from 1999 to 2002 and Minister for
Education and Training from February 2002 to
December 2006. In 2000 she conducted a ministerial
review of post-compulsory education and training
pathways, which led to a number of things. The list is
incredible.
The list includes — this is not the full list — increasing
the participation of young people in post-secondary
education and training; the introduction of On Track to
monitor the progress of young people after schooling;
the establishment of the then Victorian Qualifications
Authority as a single regulatory body; the establishment
of the cross-sectoral Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority; allowing TAFE and adult and
community education providers to deliver the Victorian
certificate of education curriculum to school-aged
students; the establishment of the Victorian Learning
and Employment Skills Commission; the emphasising
of the role of TAFE as a public provider of further
education; the establishment of local learning and
employment networks; the accreditation of the
International Baccalaureate diploma in Victoria; and
the introduction of managed individual pathways.
In 2003 the Blueprint for Government Schools set in
train far-reaching reform in public education, including
the introduction of the Victorian essential learning
standards, needs-based budgeting for our schools and a
massive $1.8 billion infrastructure renewal program.
Lynne oversaw Victoria’s largest changes to education
legislation in more than a century with the introduction
of the Education and Training Reform Bill in 2006,
consolidating 12 separate acts and introducing
minimum standards for registration of all schools
regardless of sector.
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As we have heard, Lynne was particularly passionate
about education in the west. In recognition of that she
was awarded an honorary doctorate from Victoria
University in 2010, which is a fitting tribute for a
lifetime of advocacy and education reform in the west.
Along with my friends and colleagues the member for
Footscray and the Minister for Police and Minister for
Corrections, I will honour Lynne’s legacy in the west
with this government’s commitment to the Footscray
education precinct.
Lynne herself considered her finest achievement to be
the Victorian certificate of applied learning (VCAL). It
was indeed her greatest achievement and legacy — a
hands-on, vocationally focused alternative to the
Victorian certificate of education, which has become
every bit a legitimate pathway in our schools. Lynne
intrinsically understood the power of education and the
critical importance of keeping students engaged at
school. The difference between completing and not
completing year 12 is immense over a lifetime —
financially, socially and in terms of one’s health. In
Lynne’s own words:
Of all the factors that have the potential to increase an
individual’s opportunities, education and training is the most
enabling. It allows individuals to equip themselves to live
fulfilling, productive and satisfying lives … Education and
training enables individuals to contribute to Australian society
by adding to our national prosperity, participating in our
democratic processes and strengthening the cohesive and
egalitarian nature of our communities. It is a private good that
has immense public value.

When you think of Lynne’s legacy, you should think of
these statistics regarding VCAL and young men and
women. When VCAL was introduced in 2002 there
were 546 enrolments. The next year, 2003, enrolments
rose to over 5000. Enrolments were estimated to peak
at 12 000 and then plateau, but in 2013 almost
23 000 young men and women enrolled. Since VCAL
was introduced, more than 73 000 students have earnt
more than 99 000 certificates. How many of these
young men and women would have dropped out of
school if not for VCAL? How many of them had their
entire lives changed for the better because they stayed
engaged in education? The answer is many tens of
thousands. That is a legacy to be proud of, and that is
the legacy of Lynne Kosky. For those of us passionate
about education, Lynne remains an inspiration. To Jim,
Hana and Jackson, my sincere condolences. We in this
new Labor government will endeavour to make Lynne
proud.
Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — I rise to speak on
the condolence motion for Lynne Kosky. It is a
particularly sad condolence motion, as condolence
motions are normally for those who have long departed
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this place, not necessarily for someone you have had
the privilege of serving with and especially for
someone who still had so much to contribute.
I had the pleasure of attending the state service for
Lynne at the Williamstown town hall. It was a tribute to
Lynne’s life, including her time at Wembley Primary
School, Footscray High School and, as has already been
spoken about, the University of Melbourne and the
studies she undertook there. The message that came
through clearly at that service was that Lynne was a
champion of the west, passionate about the community
that she lived in and determined to make a difference.
By any measure, Lynne did make a difference in many
ways and in many areas. The service was truly a
celebration of the life of a remarkable woman.
In my view Lynne was someone who walked the talk.
She actually got involved. Her journey in public life
took a significant step when she stood for Footscray
City Council and served on it between 1986 and 1990,
spending two years as mayor in 1988 and 1989.
Peter Gordon, a previous and current president of the
Footscray Football Club, gave a very entertaining
speech about the involvement Lynne had in saving the
Footscray Football Club and her time as a board
member of that club. I say with respect to Peter that
saving Footscray Football Club is probably a life’s
journey for a lot of people, given its recent lack of
success on the football field.
Lynne was elected to this place in 1996 to represent the
seat of Altona. That started another chapter in her life,
championing not only the west but wider issues across
Victoria. It is always interesting at these times to read
the address-in-reply speech by a particular member in
their first contribution to this house. Lynne’s speech
was very informative about her views around the role of
government in contemporary society, the size of
government, what services government should deliver
and what services the private sector could potentially
deliver. It was very topical at that particular time in
politics here in Victoria. Lynne had quite a bit to say
about the issue of the sale of government assets to pay
debt and the role of government in the future — we all
remember that during the Kennett years that issue was
very topical.
Through Lynne’s first three years in this house she held
a number of shadow portfolios, but with the election of
the Bracks government in 1999 she was at the centre of
government, with a number of very important
ministries, including as Minister for Post Compulsory
Education, Training and Employment, before going on
to become Minister for Finance, Minister for Education
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and Training, Minister for Public Transport and
Minister for the Arts.
During that time a lot was written about the challenges
Lynne and other women in Parliament had in balancing
their role in politics, their role in the family and
particularly their role as a minister. I know from the
articles I read from that time that Lynne’s family was a
key part of her life, as was her political career. It is
interesting that 15 years after those articles were
written, and after a number of false starts, this chamber
may start to address those issues, which is probably not
before time.
The roles in this chamber are quite often adversarial.
When we have moments of disaster and tragedy, the
manner in which we reach out to each other is
particularly important and telling about our character in
this place. For me one such moment was the Kerang
rail disaster, when there was a collision between a
semitrailer and the Swan Hill–Melbourne passenger
train and tragically 11 people lost their lives and many
were seriously injured. The house was sitting at the
time — it was question time — and Lynne came across
to me and offered me the opportunity to fly to Kerang
with her to be with my community through that time.
Lynne’s empathy with the survivors and the way that
she related to the people while we were up there was a
true testament to how she cared for her community. I
think that is a great credit to her.
Lynne had a great sense of humour. The other
reflection I would like to make concerns her role as
Minister for Education and Training. She was in Swan
Hill at SuniTAFE, opening the new TAFE campus
there. The commemorative plaque was on a very large
piece of granite. I said something about this to Lynne,
and she said:
I wanted to make sure that it was that big so that after I left
you couldn’t get it and take it around the back and hide it.

She had a particular sense of humour.
I would like to finish where I started and say that Lynne
Kosky was someone who cared about her community.
She set out on a path to make a difference, and she did
in so many ways. I offer my condolences to Jim and to
her children, Hana and Jackson.
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — It is my
great yet sad honour to also stand here today to pay
tribute to my predecessor, Lynne Kosky, who was not
only my political friend but also my personal friend.
Lynne would love the westie love that we have heard
expressed in this chamber today, which brings me great
joy. At her very essence she was a shiny, shiny girl. Her
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impact in Victoria, and particularly on Melbourne’s
west, was as profound as it was wide and owed much
not only to Lynne’s capabilities but also to the nature of
her character.
Ultimately Lynne’s journey demonstrates how we are
all defined by our choices — choices about how we
spend our lives and about what really matters. Lynne
was very passionate and committed to creating a more
equal society, and through all the cut and thrust of
politics and the glare of the media spotlight she
remained, as many members on both sides of the house
have reflected, a kind and decent person. She never lost
her terrific sense of humour — in fact she could be
quite a smart-arse at times — which is why we are
feeling her loss so keenly.
To understand Lynne and her motivations, her
personality and her career choices, we need to
understand the time and place from which she came,
about which many other people have spoken. Growing
up in the 1970s Lynne attended Footscray High School
in the mighty western suburbs. When Lynne looked
around her community, she was appalled, and she was
motivated and engaged to achieve different educational
outcomes to those occurring on the other side of town.
Some say that we in the western suburbs of Melbourne
carry chips on our shoulders but Lynne’s observations,
particularly at that time, were correct.
Lynne understood that just jumping up and down
would not change this situation. She realised that
change required structural work, at both a collective
and community level. After high school Lynne chose
social work as her area of study, gaining a degree that
would help shape her values and hone her beautiful
knack for connecting with people, particularly when
they were doing it tough. She quickly saw the crucial
importance of building and protecting organisations and
institutions, and she understood the importance of not
only economic issues but also cultural issues that would
enliven Melbourne’s west, so she joined the ALP. It is
always a defining moment for someone to join the
ALP, and they do so for a range of exciting reasons.
Lynne was elected to the Footscray City Council.
Subsequently she became its mayor, and she brought
her own very special style and technique to that role.
It was during this period of her life that Lynne became
integrally involved in many of the important watershed
moments in Melbourne’s west, including the creation of
Victoria University, the response to the Coode Island
fire and the campaign to save the mighty Footscray
Football Club. When the Victorian Football League
(VFL) instigated a merger of the Footscray Football
Club, Lynne joined the fight. I do not think the people
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at the VFL knew who they were messing with, because
she considered this fight against the league critical to
arresting the sense of powerlessness in the west and to
restoring a sense that positive change and justice were
possible.
Lynne also made a lifelong commitment to education,
and many other speakers have spoken of her
achievements. She began as a young campaigner and
became a respected reforming minister. She was
passionate about helping young people achieve their
potential through education. She condemned the
unsatisfactory situation where far fewer western
suburbs students who completed year 12 gained
admission to university. It was not enough for Lynne
that she had been able to break through the glass
ceiling; she wanted to make sure that she did work for
those who came after her. We are so lucky that the west
has had people such as Lynne who have dared to dream
big for their community and who have worked hard to
achieve such fundamental change.
As a minister Lynne was able to implement the
educational reforms she had identified as being
necessary. Many other speakers have spoken of these
reforms, including what Lynne achieved through the
introduction of the Victorian certificate of applied
learning (VCAL), through the establishment of local
learning and employment networks and through
countless other reforms. I do not think a week goes by
in which a teacher or a young person does not talk to
me about how VCAL has fundamentally changed the
landscape of their lives, has kept them engaged in the
education system and has provided a whole range of
other social networks around that. We are enormously
proud of Lynne for this achievement.
I think the clearest choice that Lynne made was to
retain her warmth and her human touch in the face of a
political system that, as another speaker said, is often
adversarial and restrictive in a whole range of ways and
sometimes short on humility. I do remember hearing a
story that at a community cabinet Lynne was attending
in regional Victoria there was a protest outside —
imagine that! The police had formed a ring to enable all
the ministers to get in, but instead of going straight
inside Lynne spent 10 minutes chatting to the protesters
about the weather, about sewing patterns and about one
lady’s necklace, while also touching on the issues that
people had come to talk about. Lynne’s observation
was, ‘These are polite people. Why make them yell
when I can just go over and talk to them?’. It was
specifically that approach which helped Lynne deal
with the vicissitudes of life, particularly of public life.
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In her first attempt at preselection in the seat of
Footscray, Lynne was unsuccessful. I must say that it is
my personal observation that it usually takes the really
good ones a couple of goes — we are a bit slow in here
today! But she did not waste time on recriminations and
loathing. People say that politicians are good haters, but
not Lynne. She remained strong friends with the
eventual candidate, the lovely Bruce Mildenhall, and
they were very close friends always. Lynne would later
say that losing preselection was one of the great gifts
she had been given in life because it gave her and the
love of her life, the wonderful Jim, the opportunity to
start a family and to give us Hana and Jackson.
Lynne did finally get preselection for the Altona district
in 1996 and her immeasurable achievements both as a
local member and as a minister have already been
canvassed. One of the things that people sometimes do
not know about Lynne is that she was a deeply creative
person. She had a keen aesthetic eye and she loved
beautiful things. Lynne had an incredible personal style
and a charisma that meant that whenever she entered a
room you always knew it.
Lynne was also proof positive that you can be not only
a strong and committed feminist but also a whiz on the
sewing machine, because she was very good at both.
She would often tell stories about the long dark nights
in Parliament, particularly when Parliament was sitting
into the wee early hours, when she had secretly bought
in her sewing machine and as she sat in her office the
whirring sound of the sewing machine could be heard.
Many speculated about what that sound might be, but
Lynne kept her door locked and produced many
beautiful things. Lynne designed her own clothes,
sewed them and became a wonderful jewellery maker. I
am delighted, as I know many members of this house,
predominantly female, are also wearing some of the
fabulous pieces that Lynne has made. Lynne did
Moroccan plastering and was a fabulous cook. She
made the best croquembouche you had ever seen. She
was an incredibly rounded and renaissance woman.
People often do not understand the depths of her talent.
She was incredibly gifted.
It felt very unjust that after deciding to embrace a new
life Lynne was diagnosed with cancer, because she had
great ambitions to build a new life. But she did build a
fabulous new life even with cancer, and cancer came
not to define her. She had fabulous times travelling with
Jim and the kids, painting, cooking, sending us
sometimes unsolicited political advice by text message
on the joys of opposition and why we needed to fight
hard to change it. I am delighted that she saw our
eventual success. Lynne Kosky was a woman with an
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enormous brain and an enormous heart. She lived a big
life, and we are very grateful for that.
Mr DIXON (Nepean) — It is a great privilege to
speak briefly on the condolence motion for Lynne
Kosky. First of all, I speak as a member of the class of
’96. There are now only two of us left in the house: the
member for Clarinda and me. I remember when we all
arrived starry-eyed in Parliament for our induction day
in 1996. I think there were about 16 of us representing
the Labor Party, the Liberal Party and The Nationals. I
remember I was rather scared of Labor politicians at
that stage and that Lynne made us all feel very
welcome. I thought that she had been around the place
for a long while, but she had not. She made us all feel
very welcome and she was very comfortable with us. I
found her very easy to talk to, and that continued right
throughout the years that we both served in this house.
As an education minister there is no doubt that Lynne
made an incredible contribution. Education was her
passion. Over the years I have learnt a little bit more
about the foundation of her passion for education.
There was always a sub-current in the education
department that Lynne Kosky was the yardstick by
which you were judged as a minister — I hope I proved
worthy of that judgement — just as, on the Liberal side,
it is Lindsay Thompson as the education minister that
we all aspire to. There was a genuine love of Lynne as a
person, as a reformer and as someone committed to and
passionate about education that I picked up right
throughout not only the department but also the schools
and community groups that were involved in education
in Victoria.
When I was parliamentary secretary for education in
the opposition, or shadow Minister for Education over
the years, especially when many reforms were
introduced into this place through legislation — and I
probably do not need to go over them — I cannot
remember a lot of things that the opposition opposed. I
started to get a bit worried about that after a while and I
thought perhaps I may have been on the wrong side of
the house, but I soon corrected my ways on that. The
sorts of reforms that were made were timely and built
on the work that had been done by previous education
ministers and previous governments. Some were
revolutionary but a lot of them were evolutionary. They
were commonsense and they have stood the test of
time, and I think they will into the future. Things will
always be refined and changed, but a lot of what Lynne
did in education has made its mark on education in this
state. Most importantly it has made its mark, and a
positive mark, on tens of thousands of young people in
the state, as well as the teaching profession.

CONDOLENCES
Tuesday, 10 February 2015

ASSEMBLY

Finally, on a personal level I was struck by the way
Lynne always treated me with great respect when I was
shadow minister. She was always happy to give me
briefings. We worked together on a few issues that I did
not want to make political, and we worked through
them together.
Whenever I went to a function Lynne went out of her
way to recognise my presence. This does not always
happen, but Lynne did that very well. She would often
give me a kiss on the cheek, which I thought was very
nice. I am not expecting one from the current minister
of course — —
An honourable member interjected.
Mr DIXON — More like a shirtfront, yes! Lynne
was a lovely, gracious lady of great warmth,
intelligence, conviction, humour, intelligence and
strength. It was an absolute pleasure and honour to
serve with her. I extend my condolences to her family,
her many friends and her colleagues, both past and
present. May she rest in peace.
Ms THOMSON (Footscray) — I was hoping that
the member for Altona could hold it together so that I
could too. However, I will try. How do you sum up
Lynne Janice Kosky? She was bright, intelligent,
creative, artistic, stubborn and feisty. She was a woman
of great compassion and conviction who believed in
making a difference to the lives of people she cared
about. She cared about the lives of Victorian children,
and we are lucky she did because she has left an
incredible mark.
Many members who have spoken about Lynne today
have mentioned her record as Minister for Education
and what she did for all Victorians. Lynne also leaves a
legacy as an education minister in Footscray, with the
creation of the Maribyrnong Sports Academy at
Maribyrnong Secondary College. Lynne had to fight
very hard to get that school. She had to fight very hard
indeed to create an opportunity for those kids whose
parents could not afford to encourage their children’s
sporting prowess. She created a school that would be
able to do that for them. That is the legacy she leaves in
her local area.
Lynne was Footscray to her bootstraps. She was always
checking up with me on how things were going in
Footscray, asking what we were up to and what we
were trying to achieve. I know she would be so proud
to see the education precinct we will create. I talked to
her at some length about our dream for an education
precinct in Footscray. We will make education the no.1
priority in the western suburbs, which had been bereft
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of attention for a long time under the previous
conservative government. We will meet that
commitment to my electorate and its surrounds, and I
know Lynne would be very proud of us.
The other thing Lynne did which may or may not get a
mention was to oversee the establishment of the
Melbourne Recital Centre when she was Minister for
the Arts, which was a great achievement from the
perspective of someone like me, who cares about and
has a great passion for the arts. Building up our arts and
education culture was a very important factor in
Lynne’s life.
I am not going to talk too much about Lynne’s record
as a minister; other people will do so at great length.
Needless to say, it will be a long time before we see
another minister leave the legacy that Lynne has in
education.
Lynne also leaves a legacy in transport — and not just
myki. Those who think about transport should think
about the Victorian Transport Plan, which Lynne
played a major role in developing. This was the greatest
investment in public transport and transport
infrastructure that had been seen for 50 years. We
should remember Lynne for that.
I first met Lynne when we were both in youth affairs at
the Department of Labour. She was the mayor of
Footscray at the time, and I was the new kid on the
block. I had just come in as the executive officer of the
Youth Policy Development Council. Lynne had been
there for quite some time when I walked in. Steve
Bracks was there too, in the youth guarantee
program — we were quite a little trio. But it was Lynne
who first came up to me and said, ‘Hi. Welcome to the
department. Let me introduce you around’. Everyone in
this house knows Lynne’s smile; it was infectious. I
know everyone who came into contact with Lynne both
respected her — you could not help but respect her —
and liked her. As far as I was concerned, Lynne was a
really special person to me from that day on. It is not
often that someone will take time out to make sure you
get introduced to everyone on your floor, tell you about
the ins and outs of what happens in the department and
make you feel at home on your first day.
We lost contact for a bit; Lynne went off to do her thing
and I went off to do mine. In the factional sense of
things, Lynne and I were not on the same side, so our
paths did not really cross. I kept to my lot, and Lynne
kept to hers. But when we came back together as
ministers in 1999, our shared interests instantly helped
the friendship blossom once again.
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Cabinet is a funny beast. You sit around and make very
serious decisions and discuss the issues that are
important to the state. We certainly did that for long
periods of time during that first cabinet. There were
some big issues to discuss and resolve. We managed to
get through those cabinet meetings and minority
government by supporting one another as ministers and
as a caucus.
One of the beautiful things about that caucus was that
no matter where you came from in the party, no matter
what your background was geographically or
educationally and no matter what walk of life you came
from or experiences you might have had, we looked
after one another. If someone had a bad news day, other
ministers would be on the phone saying, ‘Hang in there;
it’s okay. Everything’s fine; we’ll get through this’. We
would look after one another quite a lot.
We also had a lot of fun, as you do when you are all
roughly around the same age and you all have young
kids. You discuss your kids, and you discuss how you
did not get to go to that school parent-teacher night that
you wanted to get to or how you did not pack your
kids’ lunch that day for school and someone else had to
do it. Lynne was very fortunate to have Jim there to
make sure her kids were well and truly looked after. I
know they were her greatest treasures.
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tough minister and an incredibly intelligent minister.
She did not suffer fools kindly. She was incredibly
feisty and could be quite stubborn — and I identify
with both of those qualities — but she was the most
compassionate person you could come across, and the
example I want to give for this is the Kerang rail
disaster. Lynne was determined not to cry. I believe the
press probably would have loved to have seen Lynne in
tears, but she refused. She was not going to break down
in the public eye. She felt that she was there to support
the families of the victims of that disaster and that it
was not her place to show grief. But when she came
back to this place, she sat down around the table with a
few of us one night and burst into tears. She said to us,
‘This is the grief I wasn’t allowed to express while I
was supporting the victims and their needs’.
When she was diagnosed with cancer, we all wanted
her to mount the fight. We used to have these chicks
lunches, which consisted of a few former MPs — one
of whom, Janice Munt, is sitting in the chamber
today — together with our token males, Craig Cook
and Steve Herbert. If you are going to have a chicks
lunch, you have got to have some token males. I can
remember going out to one of our first dinners after
Lynne was diagnosed. Lynne loved champagne, so I
bought her a bottle of French champagne for her to
drink when she got the all clear. I hope Lynne drank it
even though she did not get the all clear.

We also had a shared interest in, as the member for
Altona put it, the finer things in life. There was a very,
shall we say, healthy competition around shoes. Often
the talk of the caucus was about who had the best pair
of shoes on any particular day, and it was certainly so
within cabinet. She was a fabulous cook, and she was
the most creative and artistic person I have ever met.
She would come to cabinet in an amazing outfit. I
would say to her, ‘Oh, God, that is so fantastic’, and she
would say, ‘Yes, it’s Armani’. I would ask, ‘Armani?’,
and she would say, ‘I saw it in a magazine so I decided
to make it’. So she did, and she looked like she was
wearing an Armani suit. When you asked how long it
took for her to make it, she would say that she did it
over the weekend. You would wonder how she could
possibly have made it over the weekend with her
schedule full of cabinet papers, briefing notes from
departments, correspondence and things to tick off, and
she would say that it was how she would wind down. I
do not think Lynne ever, in any waking moment, sat
quietly doing nothing. She was always doing
something, and it was always first class.

When she got the prognosis she said to me that they
gave her, at best, five years. I told her that I hoped she
got much more than her five years, because she
deserved to have more. She told me that she was
determined not to do anything that she did not want to
do and that she was going to fill whatever time she had
left doing the things that made her happy. That meant
assisting Victoria University with some of its projects.
It meant working with the dairy industry on some of its
projects. It was not all about her; it was about doing the
things she felt were really important — although in
some ways it was all about Lynne. There were those
wonderful trips overseas with friends, and that
wonderful trip overseas with Jim, during which they
caught up with Hana and Jackson in Europe. Then there
were the ski slopes. The number of times I would ring
Lynne to try to catch up with her, only to get the beep
of the overseas dial tone to tell me that she was off on
another jaunt. She would ring me when she got back
and say that she had been skiing with Hana in Japan or
off doing this or doing that.

I know she travelled to learn how to make mosaics
from the experts. She wanted to make sure everything
was absolutely perfect. She was a perfectionist in
everything she did. She was also tough. She was a

One of Lynne’s greatest talents was her jewellery
making, which she only really discovered when she left
Parliament in 2010. It is true to say that there are a few
of us wearing her wares in the Parliament today. I have
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her earrings and her necklace on. I have quite a few bits
of her jewellery, and it is truly beautiful. For those who
have bits of Lynne’s jewellery — there were cufflinks
for the blokes — I say hold on to them. They will
become priceless pieces of jewellery in the future
because there are not as many pieces as we know
Lynne would have liked to have produced. She wanted
to make sure that she was there for her last jewellery
exhibition, and she certainly was. She wanted to make
sure that she was there for Hana’s 21st, and she
certainly was. She wanted to be there for Jackson as he
got his drivers licence, and she was there for that too.
I got to catch up with her a few times during the
election campaign, when I would take time out to see
her. Janice Munt and I got to have an amazing last
lunch with Lynne, and we talked about her amazing
house in Daylesford, which had been a project in the
making since she became a minister. Jim and Lynne
had bought a property in Daylesford, and it was to be
the French provincial home Lynne craved. When you
are a minister, you do not have much time to put into
other projects, but Lynne accelerated the program when
she left Parliament for Daylesford. We have seen the
photos of the house in Daylesford thanks to Jim and
Lynne, and it is everything she wanted it to be.
I will tell a story. I was heading overseas to Europe
when Lynne was after a particular French quilt for the
house in Daylesford. She asked me to pick up a quilt in
a little shop in Paris. It was the only place that had this
quilt, and I had to go there to get it — though she was
much more polite than that; it was a request more than
anything else. I had to get it for Lynne, so I found the
tiny little shop in the backstreets of Paris. It was full of
all these soft furnishings. I went in and asked for that
particular quilt, but it was not in stock. I thought, ‘My
God, what will I tell Lynne?’. I had gone all that way
and could not find it. In the end we were able to order
it.
She was very particular about how the house would be
fitted out, whether it be specific light fittings that had to
be brought in or the work she did herself — the
mosaics. Jim told me today about mosaic tiles that he
found at the house the other day when he was cutting
back the jasmine. She really did care about getting
everything just right, and I am looking forward to
seeing the finished house that Lynne and Jim have
built.
Lynne was Labor to her bootstraps. There was nothing
that drove Lynne more than changing the lives of
people who did not have the ability to change them
themselves. She was driven by her belief that the way
out for children from a life of not meeting their full
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potential had to be education. That was the only way
that young people who otherwise might have no chance
could be given a chance. She was incredibly tenacious
about seeing through the things that she believed in,
making sure that everyone had the chance to lead a life
that was completely fulfilling. Lynne had a completely
fulfilling life. In the last four or five years of her life she
packed in four of our lifetimes. She filled every
moment with meaningful memories.
To her friends who were there right to the end and who
nursed her every day, along with Jim, who made sure
she was comfortable and who enabled her to stay at
home right till the very end, I know that Lynne loves
you all dearly and is grateful to have had you around
her. That is the legacy of Lynne, not just in this
chamber but for the people who loved her and who will
always remember her. To Hana, Jackson and Jim, we
say thank you for sharing Lynne with us.
Mr HODGETT (Croydon) — I also rise to
contribute to debate on the condolence motion for
Lynne Kosky. Lynne was a wonderful lady. She was
always impeccably dressed, as we have heard today,
but she was also a wonderful lady. We have heard a lot
about her today and about her many roles over a
distinguished career, much of it dedicating herself to
public life. Lynne was a social worker and community
education officer. She served as councillor and mayor
on Footscray City Council. She also served as a
member of the Immigration Review Tribunal from
1994 to 1996, which is when I first learnt about her. I
joined the tribunal as district registrar in 1996. At that
time Lynne’s appointment was coming to an end, so I
did not get to work closely with her, but her dedication
and work at the tribunal was very highly regarded and
respected. She was known to be a good, fair, just and
solid tribunal member.
We have heard of Lynne’s roles in ministerial
portfolios and of her work and achievements. I also
note that she was passionate about education. She made
her mark as a member in a number of different ways,
but her work after she was appointed Minister for
Education and Training in 2002, in particular the
establishment of the Victorian certificate of applied
learning, was what she saw as her greatest achievement.
I also note, as have many others, that Lynne was a
board member of the Footscray Football Club in the
early 90s. She went on to become no. 1 woman
ticketholder. I think she joined the board in about 1990,
when the club was struggling. I know she got them up
the ladder a bit, but I note that by 1993 the Bulldogs
only finished in ninth position. As a Richmond
supporter, I always notice who finishes in ninth
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position. As the Leader of the Opposition and a number
of other speakers have said, Lynne joined the Footscray
footy club when there was a large community
campaign to save the club. A number of clubs have
gone through that process. Lynne was passionate about
that campaign, and she got involved at the time. As our
leader said, thanks to the contributions of Lynne and a
number of other people, the Western Bulldogs are still
with us today and still involved in the AFL.
Lynne also faced a number of challenges during her
ministerial career, as we all do, whether it be as MPs or
as ministers in this place. We are all elected to make a
difference and to make a contribution. Lynne served as
a member and minister, but she did face a number of
challenging times. However, the fact remains very clear
that Lynne served the state of Victoria from 1996 to
2010 as a member and for more than 10 years in senior
cabinet positions. Lynne had a real commitment to
education and to improving education outcomes. She
was a courageous woman, who as we know battled
breast cancer and serious illness that nearly took her
life. Fifty-six is much too young for this wonderful
woman to have departed this world. I too extend my
deepest condolences to Jim, Jackson and Hana.
Mr PALLAS (Treasurer) — I rise to express, with
the house, my condolences on the passing of Lynne
Kosky — spirit of the west, pride of the west, best of
the west. I believe Lynne Kosky saw her responsibility
to contribute to public life as involving more than just
participating in the cut and thrust of debate. She
believed that the contribution she made should go far
beyond what it meant to argue a case. Not only did she
argue a case, but she lived it, and she made sure that
those who profited from her effort and activity in public
life were always at the forefront of her activity, her
effort and her focus. She was a true parliamentarian.
She was somebody who believed in and valued the
exchange and contest of ideas, but she was also
somebody who never put a higher value on this
exchange and contest than she did on her efforts to do
more for the people she believed depended upon her.
I often used to sit with Lynne during the period that we
shared adjoining ministerial offices. I once shared the
amusing observation that she was an eternal optimist
and I was an eternal pessimist. I used to say to Lynne,
‘I’m a glass half empty sort of guy, and you are a glass
half full sort of woman’, and she would say, ‘Tim, it’s
irrelevant whether the glass is half empty or half full.
What matters is what you do with what you’ve got’.
That idea of being able to make the best of what you
have really did define Lynne Kosky. In many ways she
believed that life was about struggle, about community

Tuesday, 10 February 2015

and about family, but above all else she believed it was
about advancement.
The one thing that strikes me when I think about all
areas of Lynne’s life, all of her activities and all of the
many things she played an active role in, both inside
and outside this Parliament — the one thing among the
things we shared that had an effect on my life — is her
passion for the Bulldogs. She would often berate me at
games because I would not get into barracking. I would
not get into it because I thought we were going to lose.
Lynne would say, ‘Every step of the way, Tim, you
never know what’s going to happen. You just have to
keep in there’.
She never lost her passion — her passion for life, for
her values, for her party, for her family or for her
beloved Bulldogs. The fact that the club is still the
Western Bulldogs or the Footscray Bulldogs and not
the Fitzroy Bulldogs is in no small part due to her
efforts, her belief in the western suburbs and her desire
that the western suburbs should never be sold short or
regarded as second best. When both teams were in dire
straits financially, the success of their campaigns to
raise funds was due to the pure passion and
determination of their supporters. One of the foremost
among those supporters was Lynne Kosky. Her
commitment to the Bulldogs club was rewarded when
she was appointed director of the club. It is unfortunate
that Lynne, who was born in 1958, missed out on
seeing her team win a flag in her lifetime. Might I say
that she must still be cheering for the Bulldogs, because
for Lynne passion was something that went on and on.
I often received late-night calls of encouragement from
Lynne. After I had made some misstep along the way
as a new minister, late at night she would call me to
give me words of encouragement. It was that sort of
thing that defined Lynne Kosky. She was the glue of
the parliamentary Labor Party, and she was the glue of
the cabinet and the caucus, because she cared about
people beyond the immediate. She cared about where
people were going and what mattered to them.
An unspoken story about Lynne Kosky goes to the fact
that we probably never would have formed government
in 1999 without her. As chief of staff for the then
opposition leader, Steve Bracks, I was given the august
responsibility of collecting signatures from Independent
MPs and bringing them to a gathering of the Labor
Party in Albert Park. I took my son along with me, who
was three years old at the time and not particularly
interested in signed Independents charters, but he was
particularly interested in chocolate cake. Chocolate
cake and Independents charters do not mix well. At the
age of three, my son did not realise that, and I was
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aghast when I found that I had an almost indecipherable
Independents charter that could not have been read by
anybody. Lynne showed the domestic skills of Martha
Gardener in cleaning that document. Afterwards there
was no trace of any chocolate cake. Of course Lynne
would be outraged at me talking about her domestic
skills, because she was so much more than that. She
was the embodiment of style, and she was the
embodiment of class. Her passion ran deep, and she
was the embodiment of steadfastness. You could
always count on Lynne to be there when the chips were
down.
I often reflect on Lynne’s achievements, and I say that
anybody who had a career in public life who could
stand up against Lynne Kosky’s achievements would
not just be satisfied, they would have done the job of
three men. She was an advocate for design, an advocate
for education and an advocate for public transport. The
regional rail link was an outstanding achievement. She
worked with the federal government to secure funding
for that. Might I say Lynne never took a backward step
when it came to advocating for her community or for
her passions. She once said that no-one ever enters
politics to leave the place as they found it, but in many
ways she allowed her commitment to this place to
define her as a woman of style, class and achievement.
Through the Victorian certificate of applied learning
73 000 children have learnt that they were not without
hope in relation to education. They learnt they could
achieve their full potential in an educational sense. That
was Lynne Kosky: she believed that everybody
deserved a fair go.
I remember with great pride Lynne’s continuing efforts
to ensure that design was first and foremost in the
community’s mind. I remember her once talking to me
about my need to improve my commitment to design. I
once asked her if she would have a shot at making a
suit for me that would accentuate my better features.
She said, ‘In your case, Tim, it’s better to aspire to
neatness than stylishness’. That was a very practical
piece of advice, and I have followed Lynne’s advice on
that ever since.
I feel I let down my dear friend Lynne, because I did
not see her enough in her final years. I remember with
great fondness that about six months before her passing
I was walking in a park in Altona and was accosted by
this woman who was covered up in clothing and
walking a dog. I remember it because it is not often that
I am hugged by unrecognisable women, but it was
Lynne walking her dog. The first question I had of her
was how was she going. She did not want to talk about
that; she wanted to talk about what was going on in
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politics and who was planning to bring forward a good
policy idea. It was typical Lynne. It was about the
future. When I asked how her illness was going, she did
not really want to talk about it, but she accepted that her
time was limited. It was all about managing time, and
Lynne was a great manager of people and time. I think
everybody who knew Lynne knows that she extracted
great value from public life and delivered great value
for all others.
I was touched to hear from the Premier that one of the
last communications from Lynne was a text message in
which she indicated that she would sleep well with the
election of a Labor government. I think in many ways
we should not sleep well, because the obligation that
now attaches to us as a government means that we have
to earn the regard of somebody whom history will
ultimately attest did an outstanding job in public life.
Sleep well, Lynne — you have earnt it. We will try to
honour you and your legacy. To Jim, Jackson and
Hana, you have made a great contribution to public life
through the provision of one of the great Victorians,
someone whom this state will never forget.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to offer my
condolences on behalf of the electorate of Mildura to
the family and friends of Lynne Kosky, particularly her
husband, Jim, and her children, Jackson and Hana.
Today we have heard a lot of impressive things about
Lynne’s life and career. Many have spoken highly of
aspects of her life. I will focus on a couple of those, and
in particular I will support what the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition said earlier — that is, that the magnitude
of Lynne’s character showed through at the time of the
Kerang rail disaster, which had an impact on my
electorate. Lynne’s ability to communicate with people,
to be steady and to work through that was something
that has left an impression in my electorate to this day,
particularly among the victims, their families and
friends, and others. I think that was a great highlight of
her career.
Mostly I worked with Lynne in those early years by
knocking on her door about the Mildura rail line, as one
of her many appointments was as Minister for Public
Transport. That was my connection with her. I know it
is a very long way from the western suburbs to Mildura,
but the rail line to Mildura does run through the western
suburbs. By 2007 the railway line was in a difficult
state, and Lynne had acknowledged that in a number of
comments.
By 2008 Minister Kosky had, with others, brokered a
deal with the commonwealth government to have a
co-contribution and then get on with those works —
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replacing sleepers and doing the drainage and other
works that were required on the line. I think that by
then the minister had indicated that two of every five
sleepers over 525 kilometres would be replaced and
that at the end of all that the upgrade would improve
reliability and efficiency and give producers a great
incentive to continue to use the railway line. That rail
line remains one of the great lifelines for my electorate.
Lynne showed persistence and insistence in delivering
that project, something that still stands today.
Unfortunately history has a way of repeating itself, and
now we have another place where we face those
challenges. But in 2007 and 2008 it was Minister
Kosky who oversaw the works that were vital to my
electorate. The minister also held a number of other
portfolios. The people of Victoria and this Parliament
have a great deal to be thankful for when it comes to the
efforts of Minister Kosky.
On a lighter note I recall reading a little piece in the
newspaper. I hope I do not misquote this, but it was
something about handbags — not my area of expertise!
Lynne managed to get a piece in the paper where she
showed off her handbag and then, I think, showed great
courage by revealing what was inside that handbag to
the press. Most of us in this place who are male would
probably not like to turn out our pockets, but Lynne
turned out her bag. I think that was the nature of the
woman: there was so much more there than you could
see from any one angle.
I recall Lynne with these words: she was competent,
confident and determined. That is how I will remember
Lynne Kosky.
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — I also rise to contribute to the condolence
motion for the late Lynne Kosky. Like many others, I
wish to start my tribute by acknowledging the service
of Lynne to the Victorian Parliament and the people of
Victoria, particularly those in the western suburbs of
Melbourne. I also want to focus my comments on her
contributions to the portfolio of the arts, covering the
creative industries, culture and design.
As a senior minister in the Bracks and Brumby
governments, Lynne served in the arts portfolio from
2006 to 2010. As the Treasurer pointed out, before
then, in the years 2002 to 2006, she was the first
minister to put together a design strategy for the state.
At that time she was the minister responsible for design
in the education portfolio, leading the development of
Australia’s first design strategy, the State of Design
Festival, the lab.3000 project and the Centre for
Excellence in Digital Design at RMIT. She also made

Tuesday, 10 February 2015

some of the very early policy contributions in relation
to the notion of a cultural economy and how the
creative industry sectors could inform much of what we
do in the arts and culture sectors. These are learnings
that this government is pleased to see itself as the
keeper of.
After that time, when she became Minister for the Arts
in 2006, Lynne’s role was pivotal in many ways.
During that time she oversaw the successful bid that
Melbourne put together to become a designated United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation City of Literature, including establishment
of the Wheeler Centre and the boosting of funding for
the literary sector. The fifth anniversary of the Wheeler
Centre having just passed, Lynne’s contribution
endures and is warmly and fondly remembered. She
played an instrumental role in the redevelopment of
Hamer Hall, securing the $135 million upgrade under
the Brumby government.
As has been noted by the member for Footscray, Lynne
was part of the team which was responsible for and
oversaw the completion of the Melbourne Recital
Centre and, equally, the neighbouring Melbourne
Theatre Company (MTC) Southbank Theatre. This
contribution has been recognised in the current MTC
season of Jumpy, where the program that has been
released for it marks both Lynne’s contribution to those
theatres and her support of the Melbourne Theatre
Company.
Lynne was also passionate in regard to how her
contributions to literature, learning and politics all came
together, and I was pleased that her family and friends
provided me with a bit of background on where these
contributions all came together. At the then Footscray
High School, her teacher in year 11 — or form 5 —
introduced her to some of the classics, which became
guides for her, including Cry, the Beloved Country and
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich. These then led,
in part, to her stellar contribution in her year 12 politics
exam of some 98 per cent. This was a passion of
bringing together politics, culture and literature that
served her well years later as minister.
But her contributions did not stop at the programs of
building infrastructure and delivering opportunities for
Victorians to participate in cultural activities. She led a
whole series of arts responses in how the 2009
Victorian bushfires were dealt with at a community
level. She hosted a series of forums across those areas
that were subject to those horrific events with great
compassion, delivering community recovery programs
based on the arts.
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As we have heard, as a former councillor and mayor of
the City of Footscray she entered state politics in 1996
and brought those same contributions of her enduring
passion for creativity and culture into all of her areas of
work. In the education portfolio she was instrumental in
developing and expanding the artist-in-residence
programs that still continue on in many schools today.
Lynne understood the inherent value of culture and
creativity as being central to all Victorians and our own
stories about who we are as a community. She
understood its contributions to Victoria’s future and
economy. She also saw it as important to the
community and a sense of wellbeing, and in her role as
Minister for the Arts she was passionate about those
who created the arts and who created different forms of
cultural practice in so many ways. There was nothing
she relished more than going to studios, meeting artists
and observing their practice.
In my own community she was gracious enough to
ensure that the Linden art gallery in St Kilda was
supported by the then Arts Victoria. Her contribution to
that announcement at the Linden Postcard Show was a
stellar performance that reflected her deep personal
commitment to supporting arts practitioners. That was
because, as many members have reflected on this
afternoon, she herself was a creative practitioner. She
had a hand in everything from dry-stone walling to
dressmaking. She was always fantastically stylish,
regularly wearing her own designs. As we heard this
afternoon from the honourable member for Footscray,
she was a talented jeweller in her own right — a craft
she particularly pursued after retiring from politics and
used as a method to deal with the trials of her illness.
Her dedication to the arts and culture and to the people
of Melbourne’s west continued following her
retirement from politics. Until very recently she served
as the chair of the Substation in Newport, a community
cultural facility close to both her original home in
Spotswood and her last home in Williamstown, which
are in the heart of the western suburbs. Lynne’s
contribution to the Victorian community endures in
many ways, but it particularly endures in the areas of
the arts and cultural activities. Her love of literature, of
style, of design and her contribution in her own right as
an arts practitioner are things that will endure in many
ways. With the support of her family, it is the hope of
this government and Creative Victoria that in the
not-too-distant future we will be in a position to mark
that in an ongoing and enduring way with a Lynne
Kosky scholarship in more areas than just the
vocational education and training area. We pass on our
deepest condolences to Jim, to Lynne’s other family
members and to her many friends. Vale Lynne Kosky.
Rest in peace.
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Mr MULDER (Polwarth) — I do not think any of
us ever expects of someone we shadow in this
Parliament that we will be attending a memorial service
for them such a short time after they leave this place. I
have to say in the case of Lynne Kosky, as a shadow
minister I found it very difficult. I had a very
hard-hitting media adviser, who used to prepare media
releases about the Minister for Public Transport. I used
to spend half my time arguing with him, fighting with
him, rewriting his releases and taking out some of the
hard-hitting words he was using in relation to Lynne,
because I liked her. I really liked Lynne Kosky as a
person.
I also respected Lynne Kosky. She was very fair to me
as a shadow minister. She knew that I came from the
country, and quite often with briefings she would make
sure her department went out of its way to be available
when I was in the city. Spending a lot of time in
Melbourne and living a long way from home, I greatly
appreciated the fact that she did that for me.
Unfortunately quite often you do not get to understand
who is sitting on the other side until you attend a
memorial service for them. I was absolutely astounded
at the depth and breadth of her impact on the western
suburbs of Melbourne and at exactly how much she had
been involved in. She was obviously quite an
extraordinary woman in her own right. When I looked
around at the people at that memorial service —
politicians, barristers, lawyers, people from other
professions, tradespeople and people from the various
cultures that make up the western suburbs — it was
evident that Lynne touched an enormous number of
people throughout her career in public life.
I went down the street for a cup of coffee after that
service. I sat at a table, and a group of people came in
from the memorial service. They started to talk about
Lynne and what a great contribution she had made to
the west and what a stand-out example she was for
young women. They talked about what it said about
people who were brought up in the western suburbs —
that they could aspire to do anything and be anything
and they could actually achieve that. That was what
Lynne Kosky was all about, and that was the mood of
the conversation.
The great thing about Lynne was that no matter where
you met her around the Parliament, she always had a
smile on her face. Believe me, it is hard for a transport
minister to walk around this place with a smiling face,
but Lynne always did. She could laugh at you, she
could laugh with you and she could laugh at herself if
something went wrong. If something did go wrong, she
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would bounce back more quickly than anything else.
That is what I admired most about Lynne.
We often had discussions about myki. As Minister for
Transport, the former member for Thomastown would
have had his myki moments. Lynne had hers, and I
have certainly had mine. We had a discussion about
that day with the myki machine. Lynne had said to me
that all her advisers had said, ‘It has been tested
10 times. There’s not a problem with it. All you have to
do is put your card on it’. Of course what her advisers
did not say was, ‘Don’t put your hand on it’. She put
her hand on it, but the thing had not been bolted down
and it fell apart in front of her. Those are the sorts of
things that happen, but she laughed about it and I
laughed about it with her, and she bounced back just as
quickly.
I always used to say to my advisers that I might have a
Lynne moment one of these days with myki. I got mine
at a railway station in the south-eastern suburbs. The
TV cameras all homed in on me as I touched on. I
leaned over and touched on, and the screen said
‘Insufficient credit’. I quickly moved between the
camera operators and the machine, and they were all
trying to re-angle their cameras. I went for another card
in my pocket — one that was cashed up. I thought to
myself, ‘This is going to be my myki moment if they
are able to get it’. But they were not quite quick enough
to grab it.
It is always tough to shadow, particularly when you
have the amount of respect that I had for the minister of
the day, Lynne Kosky. I enjoyed working with her. We
will miss her. I would have loved to have seen her
turning up in years to come at a lot of the functions that
older members of Parliament come to and enjoy. I say
to her husband, Jim, and family, you are lucky. You are
fortunate to have shared the life of such a rich
individual. When listening to members opposite,
particularly the female members, I notice that style. I
used to think, ‘Where would Lynne have bought that?
How would my wife look in that sort of outfit? Where
did she buy that from?’. Obviously she had been
banging them up herself. She was quite an
extraordinary person. The old adage ‘Give a busy job to
a busy person and you will get something done’
certainly applies to Lynne.
I will miss Lynne Kosky. She was a very special
person. She was respectful to me as a shadow minister.
I always said that when I became a minister I would
ensure that I exhibited some of her traits. I would hope
that has been acknowledged, and that I extend the same
sort of courtesy to people on the other side of house.
Opposition is not easy. Lynne was very respectful, very
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appreciative and always open to a conversation. She
always understood what people, especially those from
country Victoria, were going through.
I reflect on the issue touched on by the Leader of The
Nationals, the horrific Kerang train crash. Those sorts
of issues are above politics. I was also invited by Lynne
to go up there and be present at that crash site. It was an
horrific scene, and Lynne stood very strongly under
extreme circumstances. It does not surprise me that at a
later date it had some impact on her.
Vale Lynne Kosky. She was a great person, and it is
terrific to have known her. My deepest condolences to
her family. You had a wonderful person to share your
lives with.
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — As
many other contributing members have said this
afternoon, Lynne Kosky was an exceptionally vibrant
and remarkable woman to work alongside of. As we
have heard from previous speakers, she came to this
place with a passion to make a difference. I think we
can all agree that she certainly achieved this goal.
My first encounter with Lynne was not in person but
rather through the newspapers in the 1990s. At that
time there were many reports of the rise of this young
woman with children making a strong mark on this
Parliament. As a young woman who had just joined the
Labor Party, I was very impressed and I thought, ‘What
is this all about?’. I read about how Lynne Kosky
became a symbol of the changing face of the
Parliament. Balancing the responsibilities of elected
duty with the burning desire to spend time with her
family, she was a role model for many. She was greatly
admired by other young women making their start in
politics.
On becoming a minister in 1999 Lynne got straight to
work on implementing her and the new Labor
government’s reform agenda in those portfolio areas
she was most passionate about, post-compulsory
education and training. When I joined Lynne in cabinet
in 2002 I was struck by the enormous amount of work
she had done in those first three short years as a
minister in those portfolio areas. This has been touched
on already today, but it is worth reinforcing. She
undertook things like the Kirby review, which looked at
the structural challenges in the training and
post-compulsory education system that were limiting
opportunities for young people. She was involved in
restoring funding to TAFEs and rebuilding the TAFE
system in the late 1990s and early 2000s. She put in
place support for the adult and community education
sector.
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Then there was, of course, the Victorian certificate of
applied learning (VCAL). It has been said before and it
should be said over and over again that the creation of
VCAL and the difference it has made for so many
people in the state of Victoria is perhaps Lynne’s
greatest achievement. We all go to many school
graduation ceremonies today and see the pride on the
faces of those young VCAL students as they are
recognised as equals in the education system and their
achievements are recognised as being equal to other
education certificates of achievement. Those students
are recognised through those graduation ceremonies,
and there is so much pride on their faces and on the
faces of their parents, families and loved ones. They
would not have been able to achieve this without the
pathway that was created and forged by Lynne Kosky.
In the four years I worked alongside Lynne in the
education portfolio she continued her passionate pursuit
of opening up access to education and lifting the
standard of education, particularly focusing on the
standing of government schools. Whether it was
overhauling the Education Act 1958, lifting the school
leaving age or laying down a blueprint for educational
reform, Lynne had a very clear vision for what she
wanted to achieve in a portfolio that transforms the
lives of children. Lynne was able to take the diverse
education community with her on that journey, and that
is an important point.
The education portfolio has many keen and interested
stakeholders with a real passion for the area, and
through taking the time to listen carefully and consult,
her engaging and warm personality helped her to work
through the issues as they emerged, particularly through
the work on the Blueprint for Government Schools. I
also recognise and pay tribute to the work Lynne did
with the department. She was incredibly well respected
by departmental staff. She was respected because in
turn she gave them respect. She listened to their views,
took advice and also challenged views along the way,
which is important. I pay tribute to the many staff who
worked for her. They were fiercely loyal and
supportive, and they worked alongside her during her
many achievements.
There has been some commentary about Lynne as a
fellow cabinet minister, and she was certainly the one in
cabinet who remembered the anniversaries. She
remembered the birthdays with zeros in them and made
sure they were recognised around the table. She
organised the baby gifts when colleagues had children.
At the end of the year she used her sharp intellect and
sense of humour on her cabinet colleagues with the
awarding of end-of-year prizes that reflected some of
the ups and downs of the year that had passed, which
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you sometimes have as cabinet ministers. It was great
fun, and again it was an example of the spirit and
energy that Lynne brought to the table. She made sure
we had fun in government. Government is hard work.
Opposition is tough; government is tough, but Lynne
had fun along the way, and that was such an important
contribution alongside her many policy achievements.
The previous speaker and others along the way have
mentioned that the public transport portfolio is not
without its challenges, and some of the former ministers
in this place today can reflect on challenges the role
presents. It is a great portfolio that excites great interest
and many views. Lynne worked incredibly hard in that
area to improve day-to-day services. She was working
through the issues at a time when the system was
experiencing strong patronage growth through the twin
effects of strong population growth and economic
growth. She worked incredibly hard to improve rail
services in regional Victoria. Her work with former
Deputy Prime Minister Tim Fischer on commissioning
the rail freight review and then securing the significant
funding to see those rail freight lines upgraded in some
of the most remote parts of regional and rural Victoria
made a significant difference to that industry and to the
primary producing industries that that infrastructure
supports. We have also heard about her big-picture
focus through the Victorian Transport Plan. She was
instrumental in securing funding for the regional rail
link — that transformative rail project for both
metropolitan and regional rail passengers.
There is much discussion going on about support from
the federal government for major projects in Victoria in
the transport area. Lynne helped to land a significant
$3 billion in funding from the former federal Labor
government. This project will vastly boost services for
country people and those in Lynne’s much-beloved
west. It is another landmark among so many that
occurred during her time serving the community of
Victoria. I note also, and the member for Murray Plains
made reference to it earlier, Lynne’s support for
communities with the Kerang rail disaster. It was an
incredibly difficult time for the community and for the
rail industry, and she displayed enormous compassion
to assist people through that difficult time.
I am also pleased that other speakers have reflected on
Lynne’s creative energies. She amazed me constantly. I
do not have the same level of creativity, and I was
amazed that only a week or a month would go by and
Lynne would talk about the latest creative pursuit
across a whole range of different areas. I would marvel
that she could whip up an outfit over a weekend. That
creative energy also talks to the multidimensional
personality that so endeared Lynne to many people. We

CONDOLENCES
90

ASSEMBLY

ladies around the cabinet table, and some of the
sartorial blokes, did talk about fashion when time
allowed. It was an important part of the solidarity of the
day, but Lynne was very much the leading light in those
discussions.
As we know, Lynne’s no. 1 passion was her family, and
during the long hours of government meetings and
Parliament we did not just talk about fashion; Lynne
often talked about the latest adventures of Jim and the
kids. She was incredibly proud of them and of their
achievements. Back in 2006 we had an enjoyable
weekend when Lynne and I joined the then member for
Murray Valley, Ken Jasper, in a fierce competition for
the annual Rutherglen celebrity grape tread. Ken was
very proud of being the consistent titleholder of this
experience, and Lynne snatched the title from Ken in
front of an incredibly parochial crowd. Aside from that
victory and the frivolity around the event, the memory
that lingers from that weekend was the special bond
that Lynne and her family shared. The closeness
between Hana and Lynne is a template for mothers and
daughters.
Thank you Jim, Hana and Jackson for sharing Lynne
with us. Without your support the people of Victoria,
the communities of the western suburbs and regional
and rural Victoria and beyond would not have the
programs, the infrastructure and the services that Lynne
drove and implemented through her many years of
public service. Without you, she would not have been
able to achieve so much, and in return she was so
devoted in her love and commitment to her family. My
deepest sympathy to Jim, Hana and Jackson. Thank
you, and rest in peace Lynne Kosky.
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dedicated to promoting and extending the culture of the
arts in Melbourne’s west, and her passion for this
continued well after her retirement in 2010.
It has been mentioned that Lynne was on the board of
The Substation, which is a wonderful community arts
centre in Newport. She developed that fledgling
organisation into one with substantial standing in the
community — not just in the west but right across
suburban Melbourne. As chair for three years she led
that organisation with great dignity and passion.
While at The Substation Lynne worked on creating
community partnerships, something every community
arts centre knows is especially important. She
developed pathways and made sure there were
pathways available for those who were creative of
spirit. She also supported the roles of not-for-profit and
community bodies in the community arts sector, and I
think that is incredibly important.
As part of her arts portfolio, Lynne was instrumental in
securing $128 million for the redevelopment of Hamer
Hall. I was there for the opening gala night. Ted
Baillieu was then not only Minister for the Arts but also
Premier. Knowing that Lynne Kosky was in the
audience, he went out of his way to make mention of
her very special contribution to this project and the fact
that she had managed to secure that funding for all
Victorians. When we sit in Hamer Hall — a place that
had been tired and perhaps outdated — and we see the
world-class facility it is now, we can all be very proud
of what Lynne achieved in securing that funding. Ted
Baillieu was certainly appreciative of the work she had
put in, as all Victorians who ever go to a performance at
Hamer Hall should be.

Ms VICTORIA (Bayswater) — It is a great honour
to join colleagues on both sides of the house to speak
about the Honourable Lynne Kosky today. Lynne gave
many of her 56 short years to the people of Victoria,
including the people of Altona. My nine years in this
place sometimes seems like a long time, but 14 years is
a wonderful amount of service. Some leave their mark
in this place and some leave their mark in the
community, but others leave their mark on a much
broader level. From what we have heard today, Lynne
has done just that.

Lynne oversaw the construction and opening of the
Melbourne Recital Centre — another place of world
renown. Its reputation as not only a wonderful acoustic
space but also an architectural gem is known
throughout artistic circles and architectural circles
around the world, as is the aforementioned Melbourne
Theatre Company’s Southbank Theatre, which was
long sought after by the great Simon Phillips, who
stayed on as Melbourne Theatre Company’s artistic
director until it was open.

I want to speak specifically about the legacy Lynne left
us in the arts, something I am very passionate about.
We both served as Minister for the Arts, Lynne from
2006 to 2010. She advocated considerably for
contemporary arts in Victoria — which, again, is a
passion of mine and one we had in common — but she
also acknowledged the rightful place of traditional arts
here in this state and across Australia. She was

Lynne threw her support behind Melbourne’s
successful bid to become a UNESCO City of
Literature, one of only two or three at the time. It is still
one of only a handful in the world, as the honour is not
something that is given out lightly. Melbourne is
known as one of the great literary cities of the world
because of some of the work that Lynne did. She also
oversaw the establishment of the Wheeler Centre,
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which has recently marked its fifth birthday. It is a
wonderful centre not just for literature but also for
writing and generating fresh ideas, ideals and thought
processes.
Lynne recognised the role the arts and creativity can
play in strengthening the community and improving life
for people. It is purely by coincidence that today we
have listened to a motion in this house commemorating
six years since the Black Saturday bushfires. Many
people who have been through trauma find it hard to
express that. The arts are so often a great way to do
that, and they are also a wonderful way for people to
connect with themselves. We know that quite often this
is a healing process for them. For many people affected
by Black Saturday the artistic opportunities that were
developed and offered to them were the difference
between living on a knife edge and coming to grips
with what had happened — not only physical health
outcomes but also mental health outcomes. Lynne was
instrumental in having those programs instigated,
implemented and delivered.
I was smiling when one of the other members spoke
about Lynne humming away on the sewing machine
here in Parliament. If I had known she had a sewing
machine in Parliament, it would have been so much
easier when I was sitting there sewing costumes for my
daughter by hand! I had not wanted to bring my sewing
machine in because I know how noisy it is, but I could
have gone to her office and perhaps we could have
shared that experience. A cow outfit for a fancy dress
party might have been much easier if it had been done
on a machine. I say to Lynne, ‘Congratulations to you
for being able to do all of that!’.
People have talked today about whether Lynne would
be happy that we have spoken about the fact that she
was such a good cook. I think we need to remember,
especially as women, that it is okay to have lots of
different traits — to be a good nurturer, to be a good
mother, to be powerful, to be knowledgeable, to be
creative, to be all those things we aspire to be. We can
actually do it all. Lynne certainly proved it is possible
not just to do it but to do it very well. We have heard
from so many about Lynne’s creative side today. I have
seen some of her jewellery pieces, which are very
beautiful. I have not seen her mosaics, and I say that
with regret. She was a great painter as well.
I would like to place on the record just how big a loss
Lynne Kosky’s passing is for the arts community but
how big a gain it was to have had her — such a
passionate advocate for the arts in Victoria — as arts
minister. To her family, I say what a great loss it is for
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all of us, but we acknowledge what a great woman she
was. Her legacy lives on.
Mr NOONAN (Minister for Police) — In public life
we all get to meet and work with some extraordinary
people. I think these people are easy to recognise. They
are the wonderful community servants who give so
generously of their time and expertise. They are our
civic leaders who remain rooted to their personal values
and always act with integrity. They are people who
inspire, who strive for greatness and who set paths for
others to follow. They are people who remain humble
and work for the common good. Lynne Kosky was all
of those people in one. Her premature passing in
December last year shifted the mood of the Labor
family from a post-election euphoria to a period of deep
sorrow.
Losing a Labor giant is never easy. Lynne Kosky was
not only a Labor giant, she was also a champion of
Melbourne’s west. Perhaps that is why the sun shone so
brightly in Williamstown on the day of Lynne’s funeral.
Before a packed town hall, Lynne’s family and friends
came to celebrate her life and to listen to stirring
tributes by Steve Bracks, Peter Gordon and Di Fleming.
Lynne’s extraordinary achievements extended across
both her public and private life. At the conclusion of the
service, mourners formed a guard of honour along
Ferguson Street, where traffic stood still — that does
not happen very often in Williamstown — and Lynne’s
final departure from Williamstown was warmly
applauded. During that final moving tribute Lynne
passed the Robina Scott early years centre, where so
many children from our local area, including my own,
experience their first years of learning. I reflected at that
moment on Lynne’s enormous contribution to the area
of education which has been spoken about so widely
today. I pondered what might become of those young
children in their futures and the opportunities that had
been created for them as a result of Lynne Kosky’s time
in government.
Of course, much has been said and written about
Lynne’s time as a minister, as others have
acknowledged today, but her crowning achievement
came during the early period of the Bracks government
when she was appointed Minister for Post Compulsory
Education, Training and Employment. In this role
Lynne drove the introduction of the Victorian
certificate of applied learning (VCAL). It is terrific that
we learnt today from the Premier about a commitment
to provide VCAL scholarships in Lynne’s name. This
education pathway is as relevant today as it has ever
been. That is why Labor will always be its protector.
For kids in Melbourne’s west, VCAL provides a
pathway to jobs and further education. It has also
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redressed the high number of secondary school
dropouts and has given kids a chance to reach their full
potential. Since its introduction VCAL has changed
lives. I want to provide the Parliament today with an
example of this because it is important in the context of
celebrating Lynne’s legacy.
A couple of years ago I met a young woman named
Miriam Holmes at the Bayside College awards night.
Bayside College is a local secondary college in my
electorate of Williamstown. Miriam was one of the
college’s graduating students in that year. Miriam was
not the dux of the school. She was not in the top 10 per
cent of students. She was not school captain. In fact
Miriam’s achievement was a personal triumph, for
Miriam was the first student with Down syndrome to
complete year 12 in the college’s history. She attained
her year 12 by completing the college’s VCAL
program. This was and remains a remarkable
achievement. It is a credit to the college and its
students, and a credit to her friends and family. Without
VCAL, Miriam would have had very few options
available to her to fulfil her potential. In my view,
Miriam’s wonderful story really encapsulates Lynne’s
contribution to public life.
Beyond politics Lynne had many passions. I could
speak extensively about our shared passion for the
Western Bulldogs and all the work that Lynne did to
support the creation of a community arts centre in
Newport, but I want to talk very briefly about Lynne’s
great passion — her family. Lynne’s children, Hana
and Jackson, are two outstanding young people. As
former students of the local Williamstown high school,
they are extremely well regarded in our local
community. Their tributes at Lynne’s funeral were both
courageous and loving in equal doses. Hana and
Jackson remind us all that the most important job we
have is to nurture and develop our young people. Jim
and Lynne can be proud of their children.
Jim loved and cared for Lynne right to the very end.
Theirs was a wonderful and inspiring partnership. I too,
like many members, want to express my sincere
condolences to Jim, Hana and Jackson, and offer my
continued support in any way I can. I am very
privileged to have known and worked with Lynne, and
I will always be grateful, as other members said also,
for the support and encouragement she offered me.
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — I am pleased to have the
opportunity to make a brief contribution to the debate
on the condolence motion for Lynne Kosky. I did not
know her outside of this house very well. In fact I think
I only met her once outside this place. But I learnt a
lesson from Lynne Kosky that I have tried to practise
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all the time that I have been in this house, both before
and after she left. When I came into Parliament in 1999
I know that John Vogels and I were very impressed by
this feisty, bright and happy young woman who was so
articulate, so competent and so beautifully presented.
Over the years I watched Lynne and how she would
wait with confidence for Victor Perton to ask a
question. She would be ready, and she would respond
to Victor, and then later as Minister for Public
Transport she would wait with a smile for the member
for Polwarth to ask her a question. She always appeared
well prepared and was fulsome in her answers.
But the part that I remember so well, and which I learnt
so much from, followed the Black Saturday bushfires,
in which I was deeply involved. About three months
afterwards I was having difficulties and Lynne came up
to me in the corridor, took me further down the
corridor, sat me down and said, ‘You know, in this
profession you can get caught in the bubble. To survive,
you must take a deep breath and take time out of that
bubble’.
She made a point over the next year about every month
or so to stop and ask me how I was coping with having
lost my friends. Since then I have made a point of
looking around this chamber to see if anyone is looking
sad or in distress and speaking to them, because what
Lynne did for me helped me survive a very difficult
time. We were very fortunate to have had her here. I
think she contributed a lot to this state, and from what I
hear to many good strong friendships. Vale Lynne
Kosky.
Ms GARRETT (Minister for Emergency
Services) — I rise to support the condolence motion on
the death of a dear friend, mentor and senior Labor
minister — Lynne Kosky. A strong-willed, intelligent
and determined woman, Lynne fought for social justice
and fairness in Victoria over a period of many years of
selfless public service, and I wish to extend my
condolences to her loving family — Jim, Hana and
Jackson — and also acknowledge the most beautiful
contributions that have been made on both sides of the
house in honour of Lynne Kosky. As a former member
for Altona, I think Lynne would be most touched to
hear her successor’s words.
During Lynne’s period as minister she never lost touch
with her background and her local constituents. She
was always involved in local events, helping out people
in her area and cheering for her beloved Bulldogs.
Lynne and I share a very close long-term friend in Peter
Gordon, someone she grew up with in the west. I
believe that recently Peter spoke on the radio and said
that Lynne was the best looking girl in the western
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suburbs back in the day, and that she was out of his
league. Peter gave a very moving speech at the
memorial service, and I would like to read into
Hansard parts of that speech. Recounting how she was
very closely connected to the western community, he
said:
In 1982, after graduating, she was appointed a community
education officer in schools in Footscray and Yarraville. This
was the period in which Lynne and Jim joined the North
Footscray branch of the Australian Labor Party. It was there
that she met other young and like-minded people including
close friend Rob Stary … unionists Dean Mighell and Bruce
Mildenhall. She was elected to Footscray council in 1986 and
there with Bruce and Dean she formed a strong Labor bloc,
honing their skills against the dastardly economic rationalist
think tank then known as the Footscray Ratepayers
Association.

As we have heard, Lynne and Peter were at the
forefront of saving the Western Bulldogs, and of her
role in that journey Peter noted:
Lynne battled the sexism of the times. I well remember on the
night in October 1989 we met the commission to negotiate
the readmission of the team, Lynne arguing points to an
ageing VFL commissioner who had never had to argue the
toss with an articulate young woman. The best response he
could muster was to wink and blow kisses at her as she spoke.

Having known Lynne, it was a poor choice on the part
of the commissioner.
Clearly Lynne’s passion for social equality and
advocacy was carried into her extensive parliamentary
roles. We were most fortunate to have that voice in
Victoria over so many productive and progressive
years. I had the privilege of seeing the drive and
knowledge with which Lynne approached all her
important roles in this house. I will always remember
her characteristic stern and determined look that could
so swiftly transform into a beaming smile that radiated
across the room.
In Lynne’s inaugural speech she commented on two
things that contributed to disadvantage in our
community: access to education that catered to all
Victorians, and a transport system that was not meeting
the demands of the population. It was fitting that she
was able to do so much in both these areas.
Lynne was a role model to many women today.
Looking around this Parliament and our cabinet table, I
see many women who have been inspired by Lynne, a
trailblazer and a feminist who worked for social justice,
equality and diversity.
I leave members with the words spoken by Peter
Gordon at Lynne’s funeral:
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We mourn but we also celebrate the life of the girl who
played tennis for the Victorian Railways Institute and went on
to run the transport ministry; of the young woman who started
her professional career as a community education officer in
Yarraville and went on to be the education minister; of the
young woman who stood up for her gender and, I know she
would want me to say this … who forms one of a team of
women politicians that the western region of Melbourne, our
region, in this period of history have proudly contributed to
our national life in roles including Prime Minister, Victorian
Premier, federal health minister and Attorney-General and all
the roles that Lynne herself has fulfilled.

Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — In
mid-January 2010 my media adviser walked into my
office as the Minister for Industry and Trade at
10 o’clock or 9.30 in the morning and said they had just
heard that Lynne Kosky was retiring from Parliament.
As the newest minister in the government, I was
completely unconcerned. I looked up from my desk and
said, ‘I wonder which poor sod’s gonna get that gig’.
Half an hour later I wandered over to a cabinet meeting
and, not surprisingly, one of the first people I ran into
outside the cabinet room was one of my ministerial
colleagues, whom I will not name. I said to this
colleague, ‘How does it feel to be the new Minister for
Public Transport?’. He turned to me and said, ‘I don’t
know, mate; you tell me’. I thought, ‘No, it’s just a
rumour; it couldn’t possibly be true’. I spent that
cabinet meeting, Lynne’s last, sitting opposite her, and
the following day the intelligence was proven to have
been very good intelligence, and that evening Lynne
Kosky invited me up to her office — soon to become
my office — for a glass of wine. She said she was there
to tell me two things. One was to say, ‘Don’t worry; it
won’t be quite so bad as you think’, and the other was
to say she had never seen anybody sit through a cabinet
meeting looking quite so white as I had the day before.
At that time I had been one of Lynne’s colleagues for
three years and a cabinet colleague for one year, but it
was the start of a beautiful friendship, and I learnt a few
things about Lynne very shortly thereafter. One of the
first things that happened was that her media adviser,
Stephen Moynihan, was bequeathed to me, and his first
question to me was, ‘Are you going to make me come
with you to shop for buttons and haberdashery?’. I said,
‘No; why would I do that?’, and he said, ‘Just
checking’.
The next thing that happened was that we had a
farewell function for Lynne across the road at the
Imperial Hotel, which many of our colleagues
attended — I think it was during the parliamentary
dinner break. There were lots of speeches, and at the
end Lynne called me up and handed me a gift as her
successor in the transport ministry. As I unfurled the
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gift it became clear it was a myki umbrella — such was
Lynne’s sense of humour. I walked across the road
back to Parliament with the then Premier, Mr Brumby,
who told me, ‘Get rid of that thing pronto’.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr PAKULA — Something like that. Over the
course of the next 10 months Lynne and I had a huge
number of opportunities to talk to one another. She was
always the first person on the phone if I had been
beaten up in the morning papers by Ashley Gardiner or
Clay Lucas to tell me, ‘They always beat me up worse
than you, so don’t feel bad’. If the network had had a
bad morning, like July 2010, she would ring to say,
‘Yes, but at least the myki machine didn’t collapse
under your hand’ or ‘At least the cameras weren’t on
your nature strip when you left home this morning’. If
the member for Polwarth was giving me a hard time,
she would ring me with tips about things that would get
under his skin. She always had advice, she was always
supportive and she was always very understanding and
extraordinarily empathetic. She helped me enormously
through that year of 2010.
Her empathy shone through in many other ways. I
recall an earlier cabinet meeting, perhaps the year
before, when the Premier came in to tell us that our
colleague the former member for Lyndhurst, Tim
Holding, had gone missing on Mount Feathertop. I
know a number of us sat in that cabinet meeting quite at
a loss to know what to do, other than Lynne, who was
in her car and up to Feathertop within hours.
Throughout the rest of that day and the next day she
was not just up there leading the Victorian
government’s response commentary, if you like, while
emergency services personnel searched for Tim, but she
was there out of a genuine sense of fear and empathy.
Her devotion to him during those couple of days is
something I will never forget.
Tim and I went to visit Lynne when she first fell ill.
One of the things I think it is easy to forget is that when
she was first diagnosed with cancer, initially the sense
was that it was not quite so bad, and the fear for her
health was actually more closely related to another
matter, which was that whilst she was away skiing she
came down with a terrible case of blood poisoning, to
the point where she almost perished. As I recall,
Jackson had to drive her back to Bendigo and she was
then helicoptered from Bendigo Hospital to Melbourne
in a very dire condition. We saw her when she had
come through that, and we knew that she had been
diagnosed with cancer as well, but at that time the
cancer, as I said, was not such a great concern. It was
only sometime later that the full import and the extent
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of the diagnosis became clear to us. Even then, having
just come through a very dangerous illness, her
positivity and her assuredness that she would bounce
back better than ever was quite inspiring.
I recall catching up with Lynne at one of her favourite
cafes in Newport, Pint of Milk, after it was clear how
crook she was. What was extraordinary was that she
took me through the diagnosis and all the parts of her
body where tumours had been identified. To me, and I
think to other people to whom she told the story, it
sounded terrible, but in the next breath she was telling
me about all the things she was planning to do. I
remember one story was quite extraordinary. She was
told that a tumour had been discovered in her spinal
column, and the doctors had told her it was very
dangerous for her to do anything extreme because it
might lead to a fracture, which would mean she would
be dealing with that as well as with cancer. In the next
breath she told me that, despite that, she was off to
Japan to go skiing because she did not want to just see
out her days being careful, being cautious and not doing
the things that she enjoyed.
I am only regretful about two things in terms of my
relationship with Lynne. I remember having a final
lunch with her, which I thought was much more recent
than it was, but when I looked back through my diary I
saw it was way back in April last year. We caught up at
a little cafe in Bourke Street, and it was clear by then
that the illness was really starting to take hold of her.
Her appearance had changed a bit, but you could hear it
in her voice. As other members have made clear in their
contributions, despite me asking how she was feeling,
what she really wanted to talk about was the state of the
opposition, our electoral fortunes and her jewellery. She
had samples of her jewellery, and she told me that the
next show would be in November and that if I wanted
something for Lisa I needed to hang around until
November and come to that show. Despite the fact that
her health was clearly failing, she was only focused on
the positive things that she could continue to draw out
of life and the interaction that they would enable her to
have with other people.
The other regret is that, as people may recall, on the day
of the celebration of Lynne’s life another tragedy had
unfolded that morning. I felt that, being preoccupied, I
probably did not focus on all of the elements of that
celebration as well as I otherwise might have, but there
were a number of things that stood out apart from the
Sara Bareilles music and the Premier’s reading of
Ithaca, and they included Peter Gordon’s description of
her tenacity; the photos, which demonstrated her
devotion to adventure, her family, travel and all the
other elements of Lynne’s life that many previous
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speakers have already gone through; and also the
devotion to her and pride in her that was demonstrated,
particularly by Jackson and Hana but also by Jim and
the people who have been closest to Lynne over the
course of her life.
Despite all other things, there is no doubt that that
celebration of Lynne’s life was a testament to the
extraordinary breadth of the person, not only the
contribution she made to this state but the wide array of
interests, skills and talents that she possessed. I feel
absolutely privileged to have known her, to have served
with her and to have played a very small part in both
her career and her life. To Jim, Hana and Jackson, I
thank you so much for sharing Lynne with us and
allowing those of us in this chamber who have
encountered her, and those in the state of Victoria who
have benefited from her work, to have experienced just
a small part of the life of Lynne Kosky.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — On
12 December 2014 the state funeral for the Honourable
Lynne Janice Kosky was held in her home town, at the
Williamstown town hall, before a loving and
appreciative audience. It was a poignant and elegant
occasion, befitting a woman who was all class. Lynne
was not showy; rather, she was self-disciplined and
surefooted, with a self-knowledge that could meet life.
The Premier and my parliamentary colleagues have
spoken eloquently about Lynne’s established career and
rich life. Today I am just going to offer a small personal
memento of a particular occasion that I recall most
fondly, which also took place at Williamstown town
hall. I can assure you that it was not one of those fiery
meetings of us fresh-faced, rabid Victorian Secondary
Teachers Association members rallying and voting to
strike again. Rather — lights up! — it was Footscray
High School’s performance of the Wizard of Oz in 1984
that floods back to me. I was there with my teaching
colleagues, the year 9s and 10s — not an easy bunch to
get to do anything — and the expectant audience, all
with fingers and toes crossed. We had never done this
before.
Dorothy was wearing her red shoes and there was
Scarecrow, Tin Man and our very scared Lion — you
know the characters and the actors. For this
performance none of the kids had been on stage before;
some had not even seen a live play. Certainly many of
them were there without parents to wish them luck.
They had their guardians there — social and youth
workers, even a psychiatrist, and as the school’s student
welfare coordinator (SWC) I was on first-name terms
with them all — and they had us.
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Thankfully the Scarecrow, young Darren, got out his
lines. He said, ‘A heart is not judged by how much you
love but how much you are loved by others’. I recollect
looking around through my tears. I could see tears
welling in others’ eyes, a full house of happiness. We
all loved the outstanding results, best of all the Wizard
of Oz stars, who got an A for school production. Most
of them had never had an A on their school reports
before.
Such moments of brilliance and experiences of success
do not just happen; they are not the result of luck,
miracles or a change in the wind. It all began with a
young woman, fresh out of university, returning to the
school she had attended in her high school years. There
was no doubt she was on a mission. All those who
came after her at Footscray High were going to get
ahead as far as she could possibly assist them to go.
Lynne Kosky walked through the door of my small
office. I was the new student welfare coordinator. She
introduced herself as the school’s new community
education officer. I did not know we were getting one
and I did not know what she was supposed to do. It was
a good start; we could make it all up.
I wanted to do things differently, and Lynne, a social
worker, had her own ideas — no surprises there —
about education and welfare. She was impressively
persuasive. But it was more than just talk — she had a
plan. It was in front of me, already typed up and in a big
binder. She had even applied for funding. It was
obvious from the outset that Lynne was onto
something. It was not faddish or experimental — we
had had enough of that — but well researched, with the
right intentions. She also told me about a great bloke
called Jim Williamson from Sunshine High who was
already doing something similar. Her enthusiasm for
the project was palpable, as it was for Jim. A lifelong
passion was in the making. We did not hesitate.
We had some challenges. The kids had just burnt down
part of the school — again — so change was our only
option. After our first year working together, I recall the
deputy principal, Miss Witcombe, saying that we had
achieved more than our predecessors had in five years.
But it was never about us. The program was an
alternative education format, designed to engage kids of
all abilities learning in different settings both inside and
outside school. Its main aim was to get our cohort to
stay at school as long as we could possibly keep them
under our protective and ambitious supervision. Our
quest — even then a Labor priority; we checked out
each other’s politics — was quality education to open
up life’s opportunities and to not drop out, miss out or
mess up. Lynne had done it herself, and she wanted
now to do it for others.
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I hope you hear in my description of this innovative
education program the seeds of Lynne’s lifelong
campaign for education choices. I think we gave it a
title like ‘Equity and Access’, but it was really about
making schools and educational settings better places
so students and staff wanted to stick around. ‘Now I
know I have a heart ‘cause it’s breaking’, was recited
with pathos by our Tom the Tin Man. At Footscray
High School, Lynne and her huge plan showed us all
how that aching feeling of not being able to control or
stop failure could be replaced with the uplifting,
heartwarming feelings of success, pride and confidence.
We mostly enjoyed ourselves along the way. Our Tin
Man did not get to go back to live with his parents; not
every new road leads to a completely happy ending.
But he did complete year 11, and he did get an
apprenticeship.
Like the tens of thousands of students — I think the
Minister for Education said there have been 73 000 —
who have followed the new education pathways, from
the first chartering of a middle-years elective program
and the Victorian certificate of education English B at
Footscray High through to the pioneer teaching of the
Victorian certificate of applied learning and vocational
education and training, all Victorians, across all
backgrounds and beginnings, have a lot to be grateful
for in that somewhat audacious, always determined
reform agenda of the young woman destined to be
Minister for Education and Training.
But for me, there was a lot more than that to like about
Lynne. I loved her style — Issey Miyake and that
Armani suit — and her very own personal
do-it-yourself couture. She always looked great. She
was very smart, neither underplaying nor overplaying
it. She understood the feeling of being left out, so she
worked cooperatively, empowering others and treating
even her critics with respect.
When I came to this Parliament she offered me the
same advice Joan Kirner had once given her. She had
gotten upset at a meeting at which Joan had been
spoken to badly, and she wanted to tear the official
apart. Joan said, ‘Treat people well on the way up, for
in this business you’re sure to meet them on the way
down’.
Over a cuppa last year, when collecting a piece of the
unique jewellery Lynne had made for me, I asked her
what support she needed — anything. She relayed to
me that she was surrounded by all she needed, all she
loved. Jim, Hana and Jackson did an amazing job in
caring for her. She had her plans for times ahead — no
complaints, just things to do. It was so like Lynne. With
typical kindness she confessed to me that she thought I
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could have been given more support when I was ill. I
assured her that, just like her, I had had all I needed and
reminded her of the lovely card I received from Lynne
featuring her painting and a special message. She was
good at so many things.
When I left Footscray High to start my family, for all
sorts of reasons I knew I would not be going back —
except for the footy. I was moving away from the
western suburbs, home for three generations of my
family. I recall Lynne wishing me well but saying that
she could never do it. Dorothy, played by a ripper
Kylie, announced that there was no place like home,
and the west was Lynne’s home. Red, white and blue,
through and through.
Many of us are truly grateful for her loyalty and her
giving self. Now the final curtain call, and for Lynne it
all came too soon. The students joined hands to sing the
encore, and the audience at Williamstown town hall
stood in rapturous applause, our smiling, bright-eyed
community education officer amongst them. The
Footscray High School performance of the Wizard of
Oz at Williamstown town hall came to an end. Where
did that time go? One of life’s lessons. The stuff of
memories? No, it was much more than that. It was a
life-enhancing, life-changing achievement — one of the
many hallmarks, one of the many great performances,
in Lynne Kosky’s accomplished life and stellar career.
Much applause deserved. They sang:
Somewhere over the rainbow
Skies are blue
And the dreams that you dare to dream
Really do come true.

Lynne Kosky gave so many others the chance to follow
their dreams. She passed into eternal slumber on
4 December 2014. Vale Lynne Janice Kosky.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — It is a privilege to join
so many to speak about our dear friend and colleague
Lynne Kosky. She was a mighty fine colleague and a
mighty fine friend. I enjoyed many a fine meal with
Lynne, on many occasions on Mount Hotham, often
cooked by Lynne, and sometimes assisted by daughter
Hana, sometimes by me. We had many long days
beginning early, skiing hard and laughing hard, with
Lynne; her children, Hana and Jackson; my sons, Blake
and Carlo; and other friends, like Maxine Morand and
Geoff Provis.
She also took a turn cooking for the food faction at
Brendan Jenkins’s apartment, where dozens of MPs
enjoyed dinner on a Tuesday night during a sitting
week. Sadly for me the night of Lynne’s turn to cook
was also mine, and we both cooked Moroccan chicken.
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Of course hers left mine for dead. Lynne was a
factional animal. A lot is written about Labor Party
factions, but it is not well known that some of the best
Labor Party factions you can be in are the ski faction,
the food faction, the shoe faction and the fashion
faction, and Lynne was a leader in all of them. She and
I shared a love of sewing and textiles, and as others
have said, she made most of her own clothes and
always looked elegant and immaculate.
Her capacity for compassion was very deep. The
member for Footscray talked particularly about when
Lynne’s public face finally cracked in here with her
friends and colleagues as she talked about her true
feelings in her experience with the Kerang rail disaster.
That gave me a great template for dealing with public
grief on a mass scale. As the member for Evelyn said,
Lynne was there for her and for me on Black Saturday
because after what had happened in Kerang she
absolutely understood what it was like. Even after
Lynne was diagnosed with cancer she would still check
in with me to see how I and my community were going.
That was just Lynne.
I will always remember Lynne’s laughter and smile,
and her love for her family, education and Melbourne’s
west. The community I represent owes Lynne a debt of
gratitude for the extension of the South Morang rail
line. Without Lynne and former Premier John Brumby,
the South Morang rail line extension may never have
happened. She gave hours of her time to me, to the
member for Mill Park and to community campaigners
to hear us and to learn the issue backwards, upside
down, forwards — you name it — and became a
champion of the project. Lynne fought absolutely
doggedly to get it funded, and the project was approved
in 2009 at a cost of $650 million, which also included
an upgrade of the Hurstbridge line, which was all part
of Lynne’s transport plan.
The South Morang terminus was designed to provide
for future extension to Mernda, as Lynne always looked
to the future. Now this too can become a reality, by
2018, due to Lynne’s initial work after listening to my
community. As others have mentioned, it was truly
ironic that, as Peter Gordon said at the memorial
service, the teenager who played tennis for the
Victorian Railways Institute went on to run the system.
In the north, like in the west, we will not forget her.
I remember well the sense of dread on Mount Hotham
when she and I were walking down from our morning
coffee and Lynne told me she had been diagnosed with
breast cancer. It was pretty ordinary because it was
around the same time that Maxine Morand had been
diagnosed with cancer; our friend Judith Graley, the
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member for Narre Warren South, was still recovering;
and I was actually at Mount Hotham with my friend
Rachael Joiner trying to give her a weekend away from
her breast cancer treatment. It all just seemed too bad,
but I thought if anyone could beat it, if anyone could
live a life of joy despite having a death sentence, it was
Lynne.
Despite a rigorous and intrusive treatment Lynne
managed to become a skilled jeweller. She travelled
and skied when she could and spent fabulous quality
time with many friends, especially her best friends Jim,
Hana and Jackson. My son Blake, who works year
round at Mount Hotham, filled me in on how Lynne
was looking when he would see her, because the final
year of Lynne’s life coincided with rigorous election
campaigning. One of the great sadnesses for me was
that I did not spend much time with her in that final
year, but I am deeply grateful that I had the opportunity
to be at the celebration of Lynne’s life and that her ski
buddies got to have a big lunch that afternoon and toast
the Lynne that we knew. Of course Lynne hung on
through her illness for Hana’s 21st birthday, to see
Jackson finish year 12 and get his licence, and to see
Labor return to government. She would have been so
proud of the way Hana and Jackson, now young adults,
spoke at her memorial service.
Lynne Kosky was a class act and a renaissance woman.
Rest in peace, sweet sister. It was a pleasure to know
you and have you as a friend.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Industry) — It is
an honour for me to also contribute to the debate on this
condolence motion. Much has been said about Lynne
the tireless worker and campaigner and Lynne the
human being, who is fondly remembered for her
kindness, cheekiness, charm and good humour in the
face of many adversities. Also important is the legacy
that Lynne has left of a loving family and a wonderful
circle of friends and colleagues on both sides of this
chamber, who have their own stories of friendship,
humour and camaraderie, in the best sense those words.
I wish to give some of my own observations of the life
of Lynne Kosky. It is an honour for me to reflect on the
fact that, as we have already heard, Lynne was a great
fighter — a campaigner, an arguer and a lover of
arguments. She was also a charmer. Many of us knew
Lynne as being exceptionally charming and very
charismatic. Above all, though, she was a passionate
righter of all things wrong. That was the most important
feature and quality of Lynne. It defines every action
that she took and every engagement she had with her
community, her family, her friends, her colleagues and
the broader community. She also had a toughness, but it
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was an honest toughness. It was a toughness borne of
great passion. She had a determination to speak up
when something was wrong and to push for and argue
for a fair go for her beloved friends and family, and of
course for the western suburbs.
We have heard today about the many campaigns Lynne
championed. Lynne never wavered or flinched. She
was like the steel rod that supported every campaign,
every fight and every struggle. This was what held
everybody together. Much has been said about her
beloved Footscray Football Club — the Scraggers.
An honourable member — Somebody had to do it.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — Somebody had to do it!
We know of her time championing and being the
staunch defender of that club, but this was also a
defence of the community, because the Footscray
community and the club were one and the same. The
identity of Footscray was fundamentally important to
the way Lynne fought that campaign and defended a
club that the community saw as its own and something
that represented everything that was good about living
in Footscray and the surrounding suburbs. That is what
we need to reflect on. It was about more than football
club, and it continues to be more than football club.
Lynne understood that, and that is why that campaign
was so fundamentally important.
I wish to reflect on the days when that campaign was in
full flight. I did not know Lynne very well at that time,
but I remember seeing the campaign played out in the
media, on the streets and in the political party every day
for quite a few months. Who can forget that wonderful
bumper sticker slogan ‘Up yours, Oakley’, which was
essentially a push back, if you like, to those in the AFL
commission who wanted to shut down the Footscray
Football Club. It was an affirmation of community. No
disrespect to Ross Oakley — I am sure he did many
wonderful things as chief executive officer of the
Victorian Football League and later the AFL — but
unfortunately he goes down in history as having that
slogan bestowed on him by people like Lynne Kosky.
What it did was symbolise a unity of voice and spirit
for that community of something that they identified
with. Lynne was a proud advocate for that.
Lynne is also remembered for her dedication to the
promotion of women, not just at a local community
level and in council but also here in state Parliament
and in the federal Parliament. She was a great
champion for being able to go out there and grab
opportunities. I remember Lynne saying if there is a
void to be filled, you should step in and fill it, because
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if you do not, someone else will. It was a statement of
possibility that everyone could embrace.
Lynne’s parliamentary achievements have all been
noted here today. They have been great. Lynne was
very much true to herself, so everyone understood what
she was about. Lynne had the ability to speak clearly
and resolutely so that you were never in any doubt
about what her views were on any subject, but you also
knew that she respected the fact that she was entitled to
her view and you were entitled to yours. To hear
parliamentary colleagues from the other side of the
chamber affirming that today in their descriptions of
their experiences of Lynne affirms its reality.
The comments I have made are my personal reflections
on a woman who was fearless and who taught many of
us who came later the goodness that a person can hold
and that can shine through in spirit and in action
through many parts of life — family, community,
schools, first workplaces, Parliament and beyond. For
those reasons and for the love Lynne shared with so
many people beyond her own family, I wish to give my
great condolences to Jim, Hana and Jackson. I will
certainly remember Lynne and the legacy she has left
not only in a personal sense but in a community sense,
and I will remember her as a first-rate minister. Vale
Lynne Kosky.
The SPEAKER — Order! I wish to make a brief
contribution on the condolence motion for the life of
the Honourable Lynne Kosky. Lynne had a long and
prestigious parliamentary career. She was well
recognised by all sides of politics and by the broader
community in Victoria. She brought about changes and
introduced policies in the education sector, in particular
during both the Bracks and Brumby governments.
I wish to pay tribute to the commitments she made to
and her understanding of our multicultural
communities. I particularly wish to acknowledge her
commitment to the teaching of English as a second
language to those who have come to this nation from
other linguistic and cultural backgrounds. I had the
opportunity and privilege, as I now see it, to have
thanked Lynne for the work she did in that field.
I pay tribute to Lynne’s commitment and devotion to
her family — to Jim, Hana and Jackson — and to her
friends, who have been here today. I offer them my
heartfelt condolences. Lynne was a great friend and a
fantastic parliamentarian. We will miss her
tremendously. I pay tribute to her humanity, friendship
and great smile. We will miss that too.
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Motion agreed to in silence, honourable members
showing unanimous agreement by standing in their
places.
ADJOURNMENT
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I move:
That, as a further mark of respect to the memory of the late
Honourable Lynne Janice Kosky, the house now adjourns
until 8.00 p.m.

Motion agreed to.
House adjourned 5.06 p.m.
The SPEAKER took the chair at 8.00 p.m.
The SPEAKER — Order! I notice that the Minister
for Tourism and Major Events is wearing a scarf, and
perhaps other members are. It is inappropriate to wear
scarves in this house. I note, however, that the
Socceroos registered a marvellous victory — the first
ever in 93 years of football in this country — and I
know that both government and opposition members
along with the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition would wish to register their congratulations
to the Socceroos and to coach Ange Postecoglou for
leading this wonderful team to victory.
However, it is inappropriate to wear a scarf, and I ask
the Sergeant-at-Arms to confiscate it. It will become
part of the Speaker’s memorabilia. I understand that the
scarf had been worn at Homebush in Sydney, and
accordingly it will be donated to a school that visits the
Parliament.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Move-on laws
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — My question is to
the Attorney-General. If the government is successful
in stripping down law enforcement powers to move on
violent protesters, how will the Andrews government
now protect Victorian Jewish businesses, their patrons
and their staff from the deliberate intimidation of
boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) campaigns
fuelled by hatred and anti-Semitism?
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I thank the
member for Caulfield for his question. On the first
sitting day of 2015 the member for Caulfield yet again
goes the low road. It does not surprise me that the
question comes from a shadow minister in an
opposition led by a leader whose political hero is Joh
Bjelke-Petersen. We made a commitment — —
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Ms Ryall — On a point of order, Speaker, question
time is not an opportunity to attack the opposition, and I
ask that you draw the minister back to his answer and
the specific concern of the Jewish community in this
matter.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker,
unfortunately the member did not refer to a standing
order to preface her point of order, so on that count she
should be ruled out of order. If members look at
standing order 58(1)(a), they will see that the
Attorney-General was absolutely being direct, factual
and succinct in response to the question that was asked
by the member and was treating the member’s question
appropriately in the spirit of the question that was
asked.
Mr Watt — On the point of order, Speaker, the
Minister for Public Transport asked for a standing
order. I am happy to give her standing order 58(1)(b),
which she did not get to and which says:
1.

All answers to questions must:
…
(b) not introduce matter extraneous to the question nor
debate the matter to which the question relates.

The Attorney-General was debating the question rather
than answering it. I call on you, Speaker, to ask the
Attorney-General to answer the question that was asked
rather than debating the merits of the question or
debating whether or not it is an appropriate question for
this particular member to ask.
The SPEAKER — Order! I uphold the point of
order.
Mr PAKULA — As I was saying, when this
legislation was introduced and debated in this house on
20 February 2014 — almost one year ago — the then
opposition, the now government, made a commitment
to repeal it. We committed to it at that time. We
repeated that commitment every day until the
November election, and we intend to uphold the
commitment that we gave, because on this side of the
house we keep our promises.
As to the specifics of the member’s question, as he well
knows, there are no members more appalled by
boycott, divestment and sanctions type protests than
many members on this side of the house, myself
included — he knows it.
Honourable members interjecting.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
100

ASSEMBLY

Mr PAKULA — I say, in imitation of the former
Premier, the member for South-West Coast, the
premise of the question is wrong because it is quite
clear that all of the move-on powers that were in place
before the February 2014 changes remain in place. The
police retain their power to deal with violent protests,
they retain their power to deal with unlawful protests,
they retain their power to deal with trespass and they
retain their power to deal with situations where there is
a danger, or a likelihood of danger, to the safety of
anyone or if anyone is breaching the peace or is likely
to breach the peace.
What is being rebalanced is the ability for people to
engage in lawful, peaceful protest, like those who
protested outside McDonald’s in Tecoma, whom the
member for Malvern wanted to move on; like the
paramedics, who wanted to protest outside this
Parliament; and like the lock-the-gate protesters that the
opposition so proudly sought to support once upon a
time.
Mr Southwick — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, the question specifically asked about what
effects this would have on the Jewish community and
what protection there would be for the Jewish
community. There is evidence that suggests there has
been a reduction in BDS protests as a result of these
new laws.
The SPEAKER — Order! What is the point of
order?
Mr Southwick — How can the community be
protected under these changes?
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, I would
urge you to rule that point of order completely out of
order. The Attorney-General was being entirely
relevant to the question that was asked. Indeed if the
member and his colleagues had been listening to the
Attorney-General instead of trying to intimidate
members on our side of the house with their bullying
behaviour, perhaps they would have heard his answer.
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr PAKULA — I simply say this to the member
for Caulfield: police will have the powers to deal with
unlawful behaviour, violent behaviour and trespass, as
they have always had.

Election commitments
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — My question is to the
Premier. Can the Premier update the house on the
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actions the government has taken over the last 10 weeks
to help Victorian families and to get our state back to
work?
Mr ANDREWS (Premier) — I thank the member
for Bundoora for his question and for the important
work he is doing as a parliamentary secretary in the
government. The people of this great state voted very
clearly to give this Labor government a mandate to get
on and improve our hospitals, improve our schools,
rebuild and repair the damage done by those opposite to
our TAFE system — —
An honourable member interjected.
Mr ANDREWS — What a surprise that those
opposite would question the verdict of the Victorian
community. They are arrogantly refusing to accept that
they are sitting on that side of the house and that this
government has been elected to get on with fixing
schools and hospitals, repairing the damage to TAFE,
ending the war on — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — Members opposite ought to
listen as I give them — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Members of the
opposition will come to order.
Mr ANDREWS — Over the last 10 weeks the
government has worked hard to get on with delivering
on each and every one of its commitments, which it
was honoured to be elected on 29 November to
implement. We were not elected to break promises, we
were not elected to lie to the people of Victoria, we
were not elected to pen side letters — —
Mr Watt — On a point of order, Speaker, standing
order 58(1)(a) calls for the answers to questions to be
direct, factual and succinct. The Premier is not being
factual. If he were being factual, then he would actually
talk about his backflips on the metro tunnel, his
backflips on whether or not he is going to pay
compensation for the east–west link — —
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr ANDREWS — This government was elected to
get on with delivering on the commitments that it has
made. Those opposite are obviously frustrated by that
and do not want to hear about, for instance, ending the
disgraceful treatment of our ambulance paramedics that

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Tuesday, 10 February 2015

ASSEMBLY

was dished out by those opposite. There was no respect
for the people who save lives every hour of every shift
in every part of our state. That war, that disgusting
treatment by the employer — those opposite — of our
paramedic workforce has ended.
An agreement has been reached, and once again our
ambulance paramedics have an employer and a
government that respects and values them and their
work. I think that is a significant achievement in just
10 weeks. Of course maybe those who used to dish out
the abuse are not necessarily convinced of that, but I
think Victorians are very pleased to see a government
that works with its paramedic workforce — those who
save lives — rather than against it.
But it is not just in relation to ambulance paramedics.
Dr Doug Travis, the former state head of the Australian
Medical Association, has begun work finding the
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of hospital beds closed
by — you guessed it — those opposite. They promised
800 extra hospital beds and delivered 40. That is what
the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare said.
These are not partisan figures; they are figures from the
independent federal body — a mere fraction of what
was promised. Dr Travis is out there doing his
important work diligently to inform this government
about funding health properly and making sure that
patients get the care and treatment they need faster.
Surely we can all agree on that.
Last time we met I spoke about the fact that the
government was wasting no time in the establishment
of Australia’s first Royal Commission into Family
Violence. That is exactly what we are doing, and the
work of that commission will begin in just a few weeks.
Those opposite remain opposed to that royal
commission. They remain opposed to it because they
refuse to accept what I know to be the logic of the
situation — more of the same policy will mean more of
the same tragedy. I would encourage those opposite to
get on board with Victoria’s national leadership on this,
the greatest law and order challenge in our community
today.
Someone opposite mentioned TAFE among the
screaming and shouting. You would think that they
have said enough on and done enough to TAFE, but
seeing as it has been mentioned, I advise the house that
the Minister for Training and Skills has been travelling
around meeting with TAFE institutes, many of which
are effectively bankrupt and insolvent because of the
cutbacks made by those opposite. We are repairing that
damage. We are not waiting for the new financial year
to do so, and we are bringing forward that $20 million
to try to begin that important process.
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One fears it may well be a long process in terms of
repairing the damage that those opposite did. Whether it
is ambulance services, hospital beds and theatres,
repairing TAFE or setting up Australia’s first Royal
Commission into Family Violence, this government is
not wasting a day. We are not wasting a moment in
delivering on each and every one of the commitments
we have made — the commitments we were elected to
deliver in full.

Building industry
Mr GUY (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Minister for Finance. Can the minister
inform the house who else aside from the Construction,
Forestry, Mining and Energy Union supports his policy
to scrap this state’s building industry construction code
and allow workers who are drunk or on ice back on
Victorian government building sites?
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) — I thank the
Leader of the Opposition for his question. I note that the
matter was of course in the platform of the Australian
Labor Party that was brought to the election. It was a
judgement made by the Victorian people.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr SCOTT — I note the reaction of those opposite,
which I should not respond to. This is a matter that was
not only brought to the platform but was also the
subject of significant media comment. It was also
included in the Labor financial statement and subject to
media scrutiny. It was part of the judgement made by
the Victorian people. I know that members opposite to
not want to accept the judgement of the Victorian
people. They want to believe that people made a
mistake.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Clark — On a point of order, Speaker, the
minister’s answer is not being relevant to the question.
He was asked a question in relation to consultation. He
is not answering that question.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, I can
understand that the member for Box Hill may not have
been able to hear the Minister for Finance clearly
because of the angry ant behaviour of his leader.
However, I reinforce to you that the Minister for
Finance — —
Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition! The Leader of the House will be heard in
silence.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Finance
has finished answering the question.

Royal Commission into Family Violence
Ms Allan — The Minister for Finance was quite
clearly being relevant to the question that was asked.
He was detailing how the process in terms of this
commitment was developed and the support it had
along the way. It would probably help with the
answering of the question if those opposite would listen
to the answer and then respond accordingly through
their points of order if they wish.
The SPEAKER — Order! I uphold the point of
order raised by the manager of opposition business. I
call on the Minister for Finance to return to answering
the question.
Mr SCOTT — We as a government deliver on our
commitments. We took this commitment to the
Victorian people, the ultimate arbiters of who makes
decisions in this community. The issue is who we
sought consultation from — —
Mr Guy interjected.
Mr SCOTT — What are you talking about? It has
nothing to do with that. No he did not.
We sought to consult the Victorian people, who are
sovereign in this state, and we received the will of the
Victorian people through the democratic process to
implement the decisions that were made previously and
inserted into the Victorian platform of the Australian
Labor Party that was taken to the election. It was a
costed policy that was used to fund whooping cough
vaccines, something that was the subject of significant
public debate and had the confidence of the Victorian
people.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr SCOTT — I will not respond to the
interjections. This is a matter that was taken to a media
conference I attended — a media conference that
members opposite may remember — where we
announced our costings. In fact I was asked a question
about this matter by John Ferguson. This is not a matter
run out in the dark; that is nonsense. It is a matter that
was subject to wide public debate. It was brought to the
people, and there is a mandate. I note that members
opposite want to continue with the sad rant that they
have been going on with for four years. It has worked
in Queensland — —
Honourable members interjecting.

Ms KNIGHT (Wendouree) — My question is to the
Minister for the Prevention of Family Violence. Can the
minister update the house on the progress of Victoria’s
first Royal Commission into Family Violence?
Ms RICHARDSON (Minister for the Prevention of
Family Violence) — I thank the member for her long
dedication to tackling the issue of family violence on
behalf of her constituency. Family violence is one of
the most serious law and order challenges facing our
community, and whichever way you look at it, the
statistics are truly devastating. The police told us that
last financial year there were over 65 000 incidents of
family violence. Keeping in mind that this is a
significantly under-reported crime, we know for certain
that we have well and truly gone past crisis point.
However, it is the knowledge of what the statistics truly
mean for women and children who bear the
overwhelming burden of family violence and the
knowledge that these women and children are unsafe in
their own homes that has set our determination to do
something with respect to family violence. That is why
Labor MPs were particularly proud of our opposition
leader’s — and now Premier’s — decision to instigate
Victoria’s first Royal Commission into Family
Violence — indeed Australia’s first.
In government we have wasted no time getting on with
the job of delivering our election commitment. Because
of that effort, as soon as Justice Neave has concluded
her responsibilities at the Supreme Court, she will
commence the royal commission later this month. In
the meantime, to give individuals and organisations an
opportunity to prepare for submissions to the royal
commission, on 19 January the Premier and I released
the terms of reference with respect to the royal
commission.
When members are having a look at the terms of
reference, what they will note first up is that we are not
calling on the royal commission to establish the causes
of family violence. Those are in fact well researched
and well understood. Instead what we are looking for
are practical solutions to deal with family violence
when it occurs, and in particular to investigate how we
can prevent family violence in the first instance.
Another key aspect of the terms of reference is a focus
on the measurability of performance over time. In the
same way that the road toll informs and speaks to our
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success or otherwise with respect to road safety, we
need a measure to guide our performance over time as a
government and as a community if we are to bring
about the kind of generational change that we are
calling for in this space. This will inform the next
generation of MPs in this Parliament, it will inform the
next government — hopefully not too soon — and it
will inform the next set of agencies and individuals who
want to see change in this critically important area.
In the meantime, the government is looking at the way
we need to support measures, services and strategies
because we know that in 2015 many women will make
the decision to change their lives because of the sort of
attention and focus that the royal commission will bring
on this critically important issue. We are committing a
range of funds to services and agencies as the royal
commission undertakes its important work, and I can
assure members opposite that at the very minimum we
will be investing the sorts of funds that were talked
about by the former government in the space of family
violence.
Our commitment to this issue and to the kind of
generational change that we need to see is clear and
profound. For those of us who have seen the impact of
family violence firsthand and the terrible consequences
that it brings, this is indeed a watershed moment for
Victoria.

Building industry
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — My question is to
the Minister for Finance. Given that one of the
minister’s first actions has been to scrap alcohol and
drug testing on government construction sites, I ask: did
the minister seek the views of the ice task force before
he made this decision, and if not, why not?
Mr SCOTT (Minister for Finance) — As was
referred to in the last answer, consequent to the
abolition of the Victorian code of practice for the
building construction industry, mandatory alcohol
testing and drug testing cease to function, but that does
not mean that drug and alcohol testing cannot take
place. There is a misconception that people have about
the nature — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition and opposition members will come to order.
Mr SCOTT — I am seeking to answer it in a
serious manner, because drugs and alcohol is a serious
issue. The nature of the matter is that it does not
terminate the obligations for employers or employees to
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have safe workplaces. There is a misconception that
people have about this matter.
Mr Morris — On a point of order, Speaker, the
question did not refer to whether or not testing was
taking place. The question was whether the minister
consulted the ice task force — a very simple question.
It had nothing to do with any other interpretation.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, the
member’s question was in two parts. It made an
allegation around alcohol and drug testing, which the
Minister for Finance is quite appropriately answering. It
then had a second part to it regarding the ice task force.
I think it is only fair that the member, who has only
been answering the question for a short period time, be
allowed to complete his answer before we get the
carry-on from the opposition.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Watt — On the point of order, Speaker,
standing order 58(1)(a) says that answers must be
direct, factual and succinct. The question was very
clear: did the Minister for Finance — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Burwood knows well that on a point of order he is not
to enter into debate or repeat the question.
Mr Watt — Standing order 58(1)(a) requires a
minister to answer questions in a direct, factual and
succinct manner. The minister quite clearly is not
answering the question that was asked. The question
that was asked related to consultation, and I have yet to
hear him answer that question about whether he
consulted with the ice task force.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister was being
relevant. There is no point of order.
Mr SCOTT — Under the occupational health and
safety legislation there is a requirement for both
employees and employers to ensure that a workplace is
safe. Part of maintaining a safe workplace can include
drug and alcohol testing. There is no preclusion of drug
and alcohol testing. To say that drug and alcohol testing
has been abolished misconstrues the situation. Drug and
alcohol testing is no longer mandatory, but it can still be
undertaken. It is important to understand that
distinction. Drug and alcohol testing has not been
abolished in Victorian workplaces, including in the
building industry.
Mr Morris — On a point of order, Speaker, I restate
my point on relevance: the question related to the ice
task force. It did not relate to whether drug testing was
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happening or not. It is about the task force, and so far
we have heard absolutely nothing about whether the
minister spoke to the task force. That was the nub of the
question.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister has finished
his answer.

Ambulance services
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — My question
is to the Minister for Ambulance Services. Can the
minister update the house on the recent data that
exposes the state of Victoria’s ambulance services?
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Ambulance
Services) — I thank the member for Mordialloc for his
question and for his interest in Victoria’s ambulance
services. I know he strongly supports this government’s
focus, commitment and agenda when it comes to
addressing the crisis in our ambulance services and
ending the war on our paramedics — a war that was
characterised by the modus operandi of the previous
government. It was a strategy that the Victorian people
rejected, and it was a crisis that Victorians wanted
addressed.
That crisis and its impact on the lives of Victorians has
been shown once again in recent weeks. The impact of
the crisis has been reinforced with the release of the
Productivity Commission’s Report on Government
Services 2015. What this data shows us is what
Victorians have known for a long time. Under the
previous government our ambulance services
deteriorated, and by some measures they became the
worst performing in the country. The data demonstrates
that 1 in 10 ambulances took more than 22 minutes to
arrive at code 1 emergencies in 2013–14, which is well
above the 15-minute benchmark. This was the worst
outcome on mainland Australia.
In terms of the same outcomes in Melbourne, this
measure failed too. At 19.2 minutes, under the previous
government Melbourne was almost the worst
performing capital city when it came to ambulance
response times. All these numbers tell us the same
thing: under the Liberal government our ambulances
were losing vital minutes, with disastrous outcomes for
Victorian patients.
Mr R. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! I warn the member for
Warrandyte. The member will stop interjecting.
Ms HENNESSY — What the previous government
failed to understand is that these figures matter. They
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matter because they go to people’s lives. They go to the
quality of health care that patients get. We must do
better, and this government has not wasted a day. We
have replaced the board of Ambulance Victoria. We
have ended the war on our paramedics, resolving the
bitter dispute over pay and conditions that characterised
the previous government’s approach to paramedics. We
have referred the work value case to Fair Work
Australia.
We have established the ambulance performance
committee. We had four paramedic positions available
on the committee, and when we asked paramedics who
would like to work with the government on this
committee in order to improve response times,
140 paramedics put their hand up. Such is their
commitment and passion to work with this government
to improve response times.
This committee is tasked with developing strategies to
improve ambulance response times. It is going to
consider the culture of Ambulance Victoria. It is going
to address workload and paramedic fatigue issues. It is
going to address resource allocations. It is going to deal
with case load growth. It is going to look at alternatives
to ambulance transport. It is also going to provide the
government with advice on the issue of a national
approach to paramedic registration. The committee will
report by the end of this year.
I have every confidence that the Andrews Labor
government’s commitment to allocate $60 million to a
Response Time Rescue Fund and the $40 million we
committed towards upgrading ambulance branches and
for vehicles and equipment will make a difference. We
need to find the minutes that save lives, and we are
determined to work together with our hardworking
paramedics to do exactly that.

Point Nepean development
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — My question is to the
Minister for Environment, Climate Change and Water.
Can the minister advise the house whether she will
proceed with contracts for private investment at Point
Nepean, or does she plan to rip up another contract —
yes or no?
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water) — I thank the member for
Gembrook for his question. The member for
Gembrook, who was the Parliamentary Secretary for
the Environment in the last government, did not sign
the lease for the Point Nepean development that was
signed on the eve of the caretaker period, so it is not his
responsibility, but his colleague the member for
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Warrandyte did. The member for Warrandyte will also
understand the little side deal they did as well in
relation to protecting his mates. I remind those
opposite — —
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We support our national parks. We do not believe they
should be available for cow paddocks, nor do we
believe they should be available for the individual,
private, exclusive use of certain Victorians. They
belong to all Victorians.

Honourable members interjecting.
Ms NEVILLE — Let me make it really clear:
members on this side were very clear for four years that
when in government we would support our national
parks, that we believe in national parks and that we
would not put cows in our national parks — —
Mr Battin — On a point of order, Speaker, it was a
very simple question to the minister in relation to
contracts in national parks. We understand the new
government has a simple philosophy of tearing up all
contracts that have been legally signed. I also put on the
record that the minister was asked for a simple yes or
no answer.
The SPEAKER — Order! I advise government
members and opposition members that the Chair needs
to be able to hear the answers and the questions that are
put. There is no point of order.
Ms NEVILLE — Let us be really clear about this,
and we were really clear in opposition: we support
national parks; those opposite did not. Point Nepean
was and is a national park. In fact, it is one of our most
visited national parks. It is a national park into which
state and federal governments have put millions and
millions of dollars.
Mr Battin — On a point of order, Speaker, my point
is around relevance. It was a simple question about the
contract. Is the government going to tear up the
contract — yes or no?
The SPEAKER — Order! The member will resume
his seat. There is no point of order.
Ms NEVILLE — Point Nepean is one of our most
popular and most visited national parks. It is a national
park that has received millions of dollars from former
state Labor governments and also from federal
governments to restore buildings in the park. We went
to the last election with two major commitments.
Firstly, we said we would oppose and amend the
legislation that the other side introduced that allowed
99-year leases and large-scale private development in
our national parks. Secondly, we said very clearly that
we would review the lease that related to Point Nepean
and do all we could to overturn that lease in the
interests of the community and in the interests of that
national park.

Homelessness
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — My question is to the
Minister for Housing, Disability and Ageing. Can the
minister update the house on Victoria’s commitments
as part of the national partnership agreement on
homelessness and the progress of negotiations with the
commonwealth government?
Mr FOLEY (Minister for Housing, Disability and
Ageing) — I thank the member for Bentleigh for his
question. How glad we are on this side of the chamber
to have a member for Bentleigh who is committed to
housing justice and fairness and who through his own
previous experience as a local councillor understands
the notion of partnership and the notion of different
levels of government coming together around important
social and community issues, bringing the community
with them to deal with the major problem of
homelessness in this state and in our community. This
is something the broader community supports.
The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, an
independent federal government source, indicated that
in the last year 99 892 Victorians sought the assistance
of professional homelessness services. That is as much
as an MCG crowd at full capacity on grand final day.
An MCG crowd of Victorians sought the assistance of
homelessness agencies in this state. It is interesting to
note that the fastest growing segment of the homeless
over that period of time was women with children
escaping family violence. Women heading
single-parent households escaping the scourge of
family violence are the fastest growing component of
the homeless in this state.
On top of that we have record numbers of youth
seeking the assistance of homelessness services. We
have drug and alcohol services across the state dealing
with the implications of homelessness. What has this
side of the Parliament — this government, under the
leadership of the Premier and myself — done as a result
of this increased demand? The Premier and I have
written to our respective counterparts in the federal
government, the Prime Minister and the minister for
social security, asking that the arrangement for the
national partnership on homelessness be continued as it
has since 2008, when it was implemented by the then
federal Labor government and supported by the then
Labor government of this state. That has continued on
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since. In the last two years we have had 12-month
rollovers of that arrangement, with sadly reduced
funding compared to that of previous years.
Nonetheless, what we see now is that the issue of the
allocation of funding remains unresolved.

Victorians seeking housing assistance are supported
and support the continuation of the three-year national
partnership to deal with our homelessness crisis.

In terms of the importance of this issue and the
importance of how money and resources from
government speaks volumes to your commitment, I rely
on no greater authority than the former Minister for
Housing, the Honourable Wendy Lovell in the other
place, who said, ‘I think the soul of a government can
be seen in the areas it prioritises for funding’. I could
not agree more. So it came as a great surprise to see last
week in the Productivity Commission report on
government services that those on that side of the
house, when they were in government, ripped over
$470 million from social housing. Not only that, their
mates in Canberra, whom they kowtow to, are now
refusing to endorse the national partnership agreement
on homelessness.

Mr WALSH (Murray Plains) — My question is to
the Minister for Environment, Climate Change and
Water. Given that the government has not bothered to
articulate any fuel reduction burn target, I ask: does it
have one, and if so, how many hectares is it?

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FOLEY — What is happening is that in
response to this looming crisis, this side of the house,
this Andrews Labor government, is committed to three
years of continuing the national partnership agreement
on homelessness. It has recommitted to that in the
Treasurer’s December financial statement that this
Labor government has committed to. After that mob
ripped out over $470 million and rising, this side of the
house has committed to three years of continuing
support for the national partnership on homelessness.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FOLEY — All the bleating they like does not
indicate that the kowtowers to Canberra, sitting over
there, have been silent on this issue — silent to the
point where yesterday, 60 non-government housing
agencies were required to put an ad in the Australian
newspaper calling on the federal government to match
the Victorian government’s commitment. This side of
the house, supported by its community, has put on the
table $29 million this year for the rollout of the national
partnership agreement. The federal government, with
its $23 million commitment due to expire in a few short
months, has been silent.
Rather than simply kowtowing to its mates in Canberra,
where the Prime Minister is more worried about the
taxpayer roof over his head than the taxpayer roofs that
support vulnerable Victorians, and rather than bleating
mindlessly in this place, those opposite could support
this government’s proposal to make sure that vulnerable

Bushfire prevention

Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water) — I thank the member for his
question. Normally these figures are articulated through
budget papers, but I am happy to indicate to the
member that there is no intention to make any changes.
Honourable members interjecting.

Education
Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) — My question is to
the Minister for Education. Can the minister update the
house on the recent Report on Government
Services 2015 conducted by the Productivity
Commission and what it reveals about the state of
Victoria’s education system?
Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — I thank
the member for Frankston for his question and for his
advocacy for education in his electorate and across the
state. He is a great advocate as a new member in this
place.
Victoria’s education system should be the pride of our
state, but the former Liberal government’s cuts have
taken our schools backwards. The Productivity
Commission’s Report on Government Services has
confirmed that by ripping out $1 billion from education,
the former Liberal government has left our schools in
distress. It underfunded the education system and
deliberately targeted — —
Mr Watt — On a point of order, Speaker, standing
order 58(1)(a) calls for answers to be direct, factual and
succinct. I particularly raise the point of being factual,
because the minister is not being factual when he says
$1 billion was ripped out of education. There was
record funding under the coalition government.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Burwood will make his point of order or sit down.
There is no point of order.
Mr MERLINO — Our government school system
was run down, and it was bursting at the seams. The
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Productivity Commission report is the latest damning
evidence, and there is more to come. The report shows
that the Liberal government’s neglect of Victorian
schools has resulted in the gap between the funding
Victorian students receive and that received in the rest
of the country blowing out to unprecedented levels.
This is nothing that those opposite should be gloating
about. That is the legacy of those opposite, and our
kids’ outcomes are suffering.
Retention rates for our state’s Indigenous students went
backwards. On the watch of those opposite the retention
rate for Indigenous students slipped below the national
average and below that of Queensland, South Australia
and the ACT. The statistics continue to tell this story of
neglect. In maths, our kids’ outcomes dropped relative
to the very international standards that the Liberal
government wanted to use to see if we match the best in
the world. In science, which is so crucial to helping
students prepare for the jobs of the future, nearly half
Victoria’s year 6 students performed below the national
average.
Our principals, our teachers and our students kept
working hard over the last four years doing some
extraordinary work in spite of the former government’s
cuts. But seriously, how on earth did those opposite
think that they would improve outcomes when they cut
investment in school capital by half; when they
scrapped the School Start bonus; when they cut the
education maintenance allowance funding; when they
decimated regional support, leaving our principals
completely and utterly abandoned; when they cut
literacy and numeracy coaches; when they cut the
School Focused Youth Service; when they axed
Victorian certificate of applied learning coordinators;
and when they cut $1.2 billion out of our TAFE
system? How on earth were they going to improve
outcomes when that was the type of government they
were part of?
Our task is not just to repair the damage to education
wrought by those opposite; our task is to make Victoria
the education state. The Andrews Labor government
will rebuild our schools. We will deliver tech schools.
We will rescue TAFE, and we will support our most
vulnerable families. Every child deserves every chance.
It is clear from reading this report, from reading a
whole litany of evidence and from talking to schools
across the state that those opposite were incapable of
delivering for our students, teachers and principals.
Only Labor will make Victoria the education state.
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SUMMARY OFFENCES AMENDMENT
(MOVE-ON LAWS) BILL 2015
Introduction and first reading
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to repeal certain
amendments made by the Summary Offences and Sentencing
Amendment Act 2014 and for other purposes.

Mr PESUTTO (Hawthorn) — I seek a brief
explanation of the bill.
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I can advise
the member for Hawthorn that the purpose of this bill
is, as promised, to repeal the draconian,
Queensland-style, Bjelke-Petersen-era antiprotest laws
introduced by the former government one year ago.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

CEMETERIES AND CREMATORIA
AMENDMENT (VETERANS REFORM)
BILL 2015
Introduction and first reading
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Cemeteries and Crematoria Act 2003 in relation to certain
rights of interment for cremated human remains and for other
purposes.

Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — I ask for a
brief explanation of the bill.
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — The
purpose of the bill is to amend the Cemeteries and
Crematoria Act to provide for the conversion of a right
of interment for cremated human remains of deceased
identified veterans for 25 years to a perpetual right of
interment and to allow for the reinterment of cremated
human remains of deceased identified veterans and
their family members in specified circumstances.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

INTERPRETATION OF LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2015
108

ASSEMBLY

INTERPRETATION OF LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2015
Introduction and first reading
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 and for other purposes.

Mr PESUTTO (Hawthorn) — I seek a brief
explanation of the bill.
Mr PAKULA (Attorney-General) — I will give the
member for Hawthorn a very brief explanation of the
bill. The bill tightens up interpretation of legislation
around certain definitions and delegations and gives the
chief parliamentary counsel certain new formatting
powers.
Motion agreed to.
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approximately 750 metres from Keilor Cemetery. The
distance from the bus stop to the cemetery makes it
impossible for elderly and disadvantaged citizens to use. This
bus service is the only public transport means of reaching the
cemetery.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria approves an extension of bus services
to allow for a bus stop to be located directly outside of Keilor
Cemetery.

By Mr PEARSON (Essendon) (56 signatures).
Tabled.

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Border Groundwaters Agreement Review Committee —
Report 2013–14
Crimes (Controlled Operations Act 2004 — Report 2013–14
of the Victorian Inspectorate under s 39

Read first time.

Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978:

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES AND
INQUIRIES ACTS AMENDMENT BILL 2015

Order under s 17B granting a licence over King’s
Domain Reserve and Alexandra Park

Introduction and first reading

Order under s I7D granting a lease over Edinburgh
Gardens Reserve

Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 to amalgamate certain
committees and to make various minor amendments to the
Inquiries Act 2014 and for other purposes.

Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — I ask the minister for a
brief explanation of the bill, particularly in relation to
the committees to be affected by the bill.

Financial Management Act 1994 — Report from the Minister
for Environment, Climate Change and Water that she had not
received the Report 2013–14 of the Calder Regional Waste
Management Group, together with an explanation for the
delay
Gambling Regulation Act 2003 — Amendment of Category 1
Public Lottery Licence under s 5.3.19
Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of approval
of amendments to the following Planning Schemes:

Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — The bill
provides for the establishment of joint parliamentary
committees for this Parliament and also identifies the
number and type of committees.

Boroondara — Cl88, C210

Motion agreed to.

Greater Shepparton — C172

Brimbank — C167
Corangamite — C38

Hindmarsh — Cl6

Read first time.

Hume — C184

PETITIONS
Following petition presented to house:

Keilor Cemetery bus stop

Melbourne — C225, C260
Moonee Valley — Cl40
Moreland — C152

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

Mornington Peninsula — C185

The petition of the congregation of St Dimitrios Greek
Orthodox Parish, Moonee Ponds, Victoria draws to the
attention of the house or points out to the house that Kastoria
Bus Lines currently runs a bus service that stops

Port Phillip — C116
Southern Grampians — C15
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Wellington — C83
Wyndham — C195, C207
Professional Standards Act 2003 — Instrument amending the
CPA Australia Limited Professional Standards Scheme under
s 14 (Gazette G1, 8 January 2015)
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
County Court Act 1958 — SRs 210/2014, 7
Magistrates’ Court Act 1989 — SRs 3, 4
Road Safety Act 1986 — SR 1
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — SR 2
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Standing orders
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — By
leave, I move:
That so much of standing orders be suspended so as to allow
the statements of compatibility tabled under section 28 of the
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 and
ministers’ second-reading speeches, in relation to the bills
listed on the notice paper for this week, to be incorporated
into Hansard.

Motion agreed to.

Treasury Corporation of Victoria Act 1992 — SR 5
Vexatious Proceedings Act 2014 — SR 210/2014
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 —
SR 6
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994:
Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 187,
210/2014, 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7
Documents under s 16B in relation to:
Cemeteries and Crematoria Act 2003 — Southern
Metropolitan Cemetery Trust Scale of Fees and Charges
Environment Protection Act 1970 — Variation to the
Protocol for Environmental Management — Domestic
Ballast Water Management in Victorian State Waters
Road Safety Act 1986 — Amendments to the Alcohol
Interlock Guidelines
Wrongs Act 1958 — Notice under s 28LXA
(Gazette G44, 30 October 2014).

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
Messages read recommending appropriations for:
Back to Work Bill 2014
Education and Training Reform Amendment
(Funding of Non-Government Schools) Bill
2014.

STATUTE LAW REPEALS BILL 2014
Referral to committee
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — By
leave, I move:
That the proposals contained in the Statute Law Repeals Bill
2014 be referred to the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee for inquiry, consideration and report.

Motion agreed to.

Adjournment
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourns until tomorrow at
9.30 a.m.

Motion agreed to.

Program
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
move:
That, under standing order 94(2), the orders of the day,
government business, relating to the following bills be
considered and completed by 4.00 p.m. on Thursday,
12 February 2015:
Back to Work Bill 2014
Education and Training Reform Amendment (Funding
of Non-Government Schools) Bill 2014
Statute Law Repeals Bill 2014
Wrongs Amendment (Asbestos Related Claims) Bill
2014.

I am absolutely delighted to move the first government
business program of the Andrews Labor government
for this term of the Parliament. There is a great sense of
occasion for me. It signals that we are ready to go back
to work and very quickly move on some key election
commitments, making sure they are transferred into
legislation, hopefully with a smooth passage through
both houses of the Parliament, and out in action as soon
as possible. Bills such as the Back to Work Bill 2014
are vital to support jobs and the economy in Victoria.
The bill to fund non-government schools is vital to
restore funding to an education system that suffered
badly in the hands of the Liberal-Nationals government.
In addition to listing the four bills, I want to make a few
brief comments about the program for this week. We
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have a busy program with the four bills that the
government has proposed be passed. Obviously we
started question time later because of the condolence
motion and out of respect for former minister Lynne
Kosky. I would like to thank all members for their
contributions this afternoon. They were thoughtful,
considered, passionate and certainly respectful of
Lynne’s contribution as a member of this house.
I have proposed to the other parties that we set aside
tomorrow evening after the dinner break for
address-in-reply speeches to enable a number of new
members to undertake their inaugural speeches. New
members are chomping at the bit to make those
speeches so they can get on and make the contributions
they have seen others make over the course of today. I
am sure they will lift the standards of contributions
generally. It is not so high a bar for the new members to
meet. The speeches are important, and I appreciate the
assistance particularly of the manager of opposition
business in ensuring that some of the other
non-government members of the Parliament are able to
make their contributions this week in order for them to
fulfil the other commitments they are I am sure very
keen to fulfil, and to get into the fray of things, like
question time, over the balance of the week.
I have also indicated to the other parties that we are
looking to debate on Thursday morning the sessional
orders motion I moved on the first sitting day last year.
It would be ideal if that were completed well before the
lunch break in order to allow the rest of the day to be
set aside for any bills that we wish to get through.
Again, I hope the sessional orders have a speedy
passage through this place, because in large part they
will modernise the Parliament, implement some
election commitments and pick up on some of the
changes that were established as practice in the last
Parliament between me and the former Leader of the
House and put them into established practice.
We have a busy agenda. It signals that the Andrews
Labor government is getting back to work and wanting
to push on with making sure the Parliament is
functioning at its best. I hope we have the cooperation
of all other members of the Parliament in this quest.
Mr CLARK (Box Hill) — I thank the Leader of the
House for her outline of the government’s intentions in
relation to the business program. I can confirm what the
minister indicated in relation to the arrangements that
have been reached for the address-in-reply to allow the
member for Shepparton and the two Greens members
to make their inaugural speeches tomorrow evening.
The coalition parties are happy to forgo their slots in the
speaking order to allow that to occur. I might also
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mention that we have made some arrangements to swap
questions and members statements with the Greens so
that they are not put in a position of either breaching
convention or forgoing members statements ahead of
making their inaugural speeches.
Having said that, I indicate that the coalition parties will
oppose the government business program for two
reasons. The first is in relation to the government’s
treatment of the exposure drafts and its intention to
proceed forthwith to the conclusion of bills that have
not yet been brought into the Parliament in the normal
way and had a second-reading speech and an
adjournment for public consultation.
I do not want to totally recanvass the issues canvassed
last sitting day. However, in summary, the government
indicated that if the opposition did not wish to give
leave for bills to have their second readings on the day
we sat, it was the government’s intention to sit on the
following day. When the opposition indicated that that
was the preferable course, the government changed its
mind and declined to follow that course, citing amongst
other things an alleged cost figure for the Parliament to
sit that seemed to bear very little correlation with reality
and acting contrary to the previous indications the
government had given.
Obviously it is fully appropriate that exposure drafts be
put in the public arena prior to coming to this house.
The previous government did that and many
governments have done that previously, so the
opposition parties have no objection to exposure drafts.
However, we do have objections to using the exposure
draft route as a substitute for second-reading speeches
and adjournments for consultation in this house.
Our view is that it would be better to deal with bills this
week on a case-by-case basis if the government has a
genuine case for dealing with a bill expeditiously as a
matter of urgency, as would appear to be the case with
the Wrongs Amendment (Asbestos Related Claims)
Bill 2014. We would be very happy to accommodate
that and expedite the passage of that bill without
insisting on an adjournment after the second-reading
debate. Similarly, if the government were able to make
a case for urgency in relation to other bills, we would
likewise on a case-by-case basis be prepared to
consider that, but we do not believe it should be dealt
with perfunctorily through the government business
program.
Our second reason for objection is that we believe there
will be insufficient time for proper debate on the bills.
By my reckoning there might be around 3 hours of
debate on bills on Wednesday afternoon and probably
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an hour after lunch on Thursday. I expect about 3 hours
will be taken up by the sessional orders debate, so
debate on these very significant bills will be truncated
in their debate. We do not see how the government will
be able to honour its commitment to make
consideration-in-detail a standard part of bills on the
very tight time frames it proposes in this government
business program. We believe that in any circumstance
it would not be an adequate amount of time,
particularly with the new commitments that the
government has given and the time for proper
consideration of sessional orders. For those reasons we
will oppose the government business program.
I conclude by raising a point in relation to the treatment
of the Statute Law Repeals Bill 2014. The house by
leave agreed to a motion to refer the bill to the Scrutiny
of Acts and Regulations Committee (SARC), but
nonetheless the bill is part of the government business
program motion. I am not sure whether that is the
intention of the Leader of the House. If it is, I am not
sure what the house and the Parliament would do if
SARC were to report a problem with the bill which
meant it should not have been dealt with by the house
in the first place. I would have thought that it might be
better to wait for the report of SARC before proceeding
with the bill, but perhaps a government member can
offer some explanation. I conclude by reiterating that
we in the coalition do not believe that this government
business program is appropriate, and the coalition will
oppose it.
Mr DONNELLAN (Minister for Roads and Road
Safety) — I think this is a very reasonable government
program, but there is very much a sense of urgency.
After four very slow years with slow jobs growth and
everything else, this government wants to get on with
the job straightaway.
We do not want to go from Victoria being the
employment generator of the country to having the
second highest unemployment in the country. The
government business program is about putting forward
bills like the Back to Work Bill 2014 because we see an
urgency in delivering jobs after four dark years in the
deep freeze where this economy went backwards. We
were the leading state in the country, and today we sit
near Tasmania in terms of unemployment levels. That
is very ordinary.
We are here to work; we are not here to sit still and we
are not here to play. We want to get back to work, and
that is why we put forward this program. Sure, there
could be an argument for an adjournment for some
public consultation, but there was too little urgency in
the last government and this government really wants to
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get on with the job of delivering jobs to Victoria and
delivering what Victorians need. Victorians voted the
last government out for not getting on with the job and
not delivering the dignity that people require through
work and through involvement in the community.
The Back to Work Bill 2014 will deliver funding to
grow jobs in the Victorian economy. All
non-government schools have been looking for funding
certainty for a long time, and the Education and
Training Reform Amendment (Funding of
Non-Government Schools) Bill 2014 will deliver that
certainty. The address-in-reply debate provides
opportunities for those who want to give their first
speech.
This is a reasonable government program. There is
ample time for everybody to debate the appropriateness
or otherwise of the bills and make their decisions
accordingly. This program is about the Andrews
government getting on with the job, bringing the bills
forward and putting them through the house so it can
get on with what it is required to do, which is deliver
jobs growth to this state, which has been sadly lacking
for four years.
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — I am pleased to rise
to make a contribution on the motion on the
government business program. As the manager of
opposition business said, we have been pleased to
facilitate the address-in-reply debate to allow the
member for Prahran, the member for Melbourne and
the member for Shepparton to make their
address-in-reply speeches tomorrow so that they can get
on with making contributions in the house. I will not
tempt them to say anything now.
Also in the government business program is the Back to
Work Bill 2014 and the Education and Training
Reform Amendment (Funding of Non-Government
Schools) Bill 2014, which enshrines what has been
going on for quite a while. There is no urgency with
that bill. I can see some of the urgency of the Wrongs
Amendment (Asbestos Related Claims) Bill 2014, and I
take the point made by the manager of opposition
business with regard to looking at things on a
case-by-case basis. There is no urgency with the Statute
Law Repeals Bill 2014. It is a very simple procedure —
it is a matter of getting rid of spent bills, and it has no
urgency.
We cannot go down the path of simply looking up
something on a website — an exposure draft — and
saying that that is our consultation. In opposing the
government business program we are saying that the
proper process where bills are read a second time and
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debate is adjourned for two weeks for proper
consultation not just with the opposition but also in the
community has not been followed. As the manager of
opposition business said, the government could well
have come back on 24 December 2014 and read these
bills a second time if it had wanted to. That was
perfectly within its rights. We are prepared to look at
these things on a case-by-case basis. The government
did not want to work on 24 December. I was quite used
to working on 24 December, being in the fish trade in
the old days; it was the busiest day of the year.
The debate time is also insufficient. We will only have
a bit of time tomorrow after question time. We have
grievances and members statements tomorrow, so there
will be a little bit of time after question time for debate
on four bills — including the Back to Work Bill 2014,
which the Leader of the Government tells us is
probably the most important bill to enter this Parliament
for decades — and the address-in-reply debate. Then
the sessional orders will be debated on Thursday, which
will take up most of the morning, leaving a small
amount of time on Thursday afternoon for debate.
There is insufficient time for debate, which is why the
opposition is not supporting the government business
program.
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — One of the tests that I
use for my contributions to this house and for when I
listen to other people’s contributions in this house is
how people around the state sitting in their lounge
rooms after a hard day’s work — if they are lucky
enough to have a job — would view those
contributions. That is, how would ordinary Victorians
view the sorts of contributions we make in this place?
The contributions to this debate today on the
government business program made by members of
this house on the other side show they have not
understood the message they were sent at the election
just a few months ago. People are very concerned about
employment in this state. They want to protect
Victorian jobs. They want to make sure that the
long-term unemployed, retrenched workers and young
people who are out of work get jobs and that there is an
incentive for those people to get work.
What they finally have is a government that brings into
this place a bill that talks about employment and
provides practical incentives for employers to employ
people in those conditions. We have that bill on the
notice paper along with other important bills that we
want to debate and finalise this week in this house.
What we hear today in this chamber as part of this
debate are technical points like, ‘We do not think there
is enough time. We are not sure about this’. People in
the real world would say, ‘Get on with it! Get on with
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this program. Get it dealt with this week. Get this bill
through the house. Get the other bills on this agenda
through this house and get them up to the upper house
so they can become law’.
The government business program also provides an
important opportunity for new members to make their
first contribution to debate in this house. It is a business
program that looks at the important bills I have spoken
about and at the same time allows new members to
make their first contributions, something that all
members of this house would support. It is also a
program that envisages time on Thursday to have an
important debate on sessional orders, which is a debate
that many members of this house are looking forward
to because after many years we need to drag this place
into the modern age. We need to make this chamber
work as most other modern workplaces do. We need to
make it more family friendly. We need to have a set of
arrangements in here that better reflect modern
Victorian society than we have seen over the last four
years with the previous government. It will be
interesting to see the points that are put forward in
debate by members opposite, because they had four
years to alter the operations of this place and they were
all on holidays.
There are four important bills. I have spoken about the
need to provide incentives to take on the long-term
unemployed, retrenched workers and young people
who have lost their jobs. There is also another
important bill — and I cannot see the problem with
people wanting to debate this bill. It is a bill that relates
to Catholic school funding. Given that this is a position
that was adopted by both sides of the house prior to the
election, I would have thought there would be no
problem with both sides getting that bill through the
house as quickly as possible. I know that members on
both sides of this house would have parents of students
in Catholic schools across their electorate who would
be saying, ‘Why wouldn’t this house get on with and
debate this bill this week?’. Why would we not want to
deal with that this week? There is no real disagreement
from the majority parties in this Parliament about that
bill. Why not get on with the job, make it part of the
business program, get it through the house, give our
new members in this place a chance to make a
contribution and have a good debate about sessional
orders to modernise the way this place works.
This is a good business program. It is a shame that
those on the other side of this house are still clinging to
the position they took for four years, which was to
obstruct and be lazy. They are going to have to get used
to a new way here, which is an agenda that is
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progressive and hardworking. They are going to need to
keep up.
Mr Walsh interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I ask the
Leader of The Nationals to zip the zero.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — The Nationals in coalition
are opposing the government business program. We are
opposing it on the grounds that proceeding forthwith
should not be assumed. This would set a precedent in
our democracy that would be contrary to good
democracy. Exposure drafts should not be used as
alternatives to second readings, so to support such
action risks making it a precedent and an opportunity
for expedient government but not good democracy
going forward.
In addition there is a concern about insufficient time for
debate in this government business program. Having sat
in this house for a few years, I can see that in the next
few days the bills that are on the program are going to
be rushed through. I think the most common thing we
are going to hear in the next few days is, ‘I move that
the debate be adjourned’. A number of Nationals
members have indicated that they want to speak on the
bills, and in my view it seems highly unlikely that the
representatives of rural and regional Victoria will get
much of a say on the work, education or asbestos bills.
We also acknowledge that it is necessary to get our new
members up to speed and to allow time on Wednesday
evening for the member for Shepparton and the Greens
members to make their inaugural speeches, which is
common sense.
This program is rushed, and it invites a precedent to be
set that is dangerous to democracy. The Nationals will
oppose it.
House divided on motion:
Ayes, 45
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Blandthorn, Ms
Brooks, Mr
Bull, Mr J.
Carbines, Mr
Carroll, Mr
Couzens, Ms
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Dimopoulos, Mr
Donnellan, Mr
Edbrooke, Mr
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr

Kilkenny, Ms
Knight, Ms
Lim, Mr
McGuire, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pakula, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pearson, Mr
Richardson, Mr
Richardson, Ms
Scott, Mr
Sheed, Ms
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Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Hennessy, Ms
Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms

Spence, Ms
Staikos, Mr
Suleyman, Ms
Thomas, Ms
Thomson, Ms
Ward, Ms
Williams, Ms

Noes, 37
Angus, Mr
Battin, Mr
Blackwood, Mr
Bull, Mr T.
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Gidley, Mr
Guy, Mr
Hibbins, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kealy, Ms
McCurdy, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Morris, Mr
Mulder, Mr

Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr
Paynter, Mr
Pesutto, Mr
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Ms
Sandell, Ms
Smith, Mr R.
Smith, Mr T.
Southwick, Mr
Staley, Ms
Thompson, Mr
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Ms
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr
Wells, Mr

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
V/Line services
Dr NAPTHINE (South-West Coast) — I call on the
government to implement the former coalition
government’s policy to significantly increase long-haul
V/Line passenger rail services across Victoria. In
particular I seek action to increase the number of
passenger rail services between Melbourne and
Warrnambool.
The previous coalition government did a fantastic job
of fixing up the botched regional rail project and
installing a new rail passing loop at Warncoort,
replacing the passing loop ripped out by the previous
Labor government. It is only because we undertook
those important infrastructure projects that there is now
the capacity to increase passenger rail services. Those
key infrastructure investments made by the previous
coalition government have enabled the situation
whereby additional V/Line rail services can be created
for regional Victoria, particularly for the Melbourne to
Warrnambool and south-west services. With population
growth, increased tourism and increased V/Line
patronage, there is a real demand for additional V/Line
services.
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I call on the Labor government to adopt the Liberal
plan to increase the number of V/Line passenger
services to Warrnambool from three to four services per
day, plus an extra service on Sunday. The coalition
government invested in the infrastructure, the regional
rail project and the passing loop project, and now we
need to — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
honourable member’s time has expired.

John Martin McQuilten
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Public Transport) — I
rise to honour the life and service of John McQuilten,
who passed away on 2 January at the age of 65. John
was a member of the great class of 1999, the members
of which entered Parliament as part of the Labor Party’s
sweep of regional Victoria at the September 1999
election. John was also a winemaker, businessman,
Labor Party man, poet, husband, father and grandfather.
I had the great pleasure of knowing John and his wife,
Rosa, long before he became a member of Parliament
through his active involvement in the Labor movement
in our shared central Victorian region.
John was a passionate man. He loved his family, his
wine business and his wine. He also loved creating jobs
and economic opportunities for regional Victoria, and
particularly for Maryborough and the broader central
Victorian region. He was successful in all of these
ventures. The Maryborough education precinct, the
return of passenger rail services to Maryborough, his
wonderful wine and his beautiful family are all a
testimony to this.
John is well remembered around this place for
conducting pretty much all of his business from the
back balcony. That approach suited his style,
encouraged collaboration and drove outcomes. After
leaving the Parliament, John continued serving the
community through his roles on the board of
Ambulance Victoria and the Ballarat University council
and through his lobbying efforts for projects in the
Central Goldfields shire. His final success was in
securing funding from both sides of politics for the Go
Goldfields program in Maryborough. We thank John
for his contribution to the Labor Party, the region and
this Parliament. My condolences to Rosa, Martin,
Gordon and the family.

Australia Day
Mr WELLS (Rowville) — I congratulate Knox
City Council on another successful Knox Local
Australia Day Awards this year, which I attended along
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with the members for Bayswater and Ferntree Gully.
The awards recognise Knox residents for their
significant contribution to the community across four
categories. All 14 nominations were of very high
calibre.
Citizen of the Year was awarded to Stephen Barrington,
who over many years has run a Christmas Day lunch
and organised weekly meal services for disadvantaged
people.
The Young Citizen of the Year was awarded to
17-year-old Nathan Rose, a member of the
2nd Wantirna Scout Group.
Volunteer of the Year was awarded to Phillip Thorne,
who volunteers in a number of community groups,
including Knox Little Athletics Centre.
Local Hero of the Year was given to joint winners,
Harley Mackie and Graham Hansen.
I make special mention of a nominee for Volunteer of
the Year, Steve Weir. Steve took over the presidency of
the Scoresby Football and Social Club in 2004 when
the club had significant financial problems. Steve and a
small band of committed club members rebuilt the club.
Steve stepped down as president at the end of 2009.
Unfortunately the club found itself in financial trouble
once more. To his great credit Steve again stepped up
as president in 2014 and has contributed many hours
and made some very difficult decisions to reform the
club. I wish Steve and the Scoresby football club all the
best in division 2 for 2015.

Veronica Hill
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — I congratulate
Doveton resident Veronica Hill, who was named Casey
Citizen of the Year at the recent Casey Australia Day
Awards ceremony. I was honoured to witness Veronica
receiving her award, and it was well deserved. Veronica
has had a long-term commitment to the community
including in volunteer work with many different local
sporting clubs.
Veronica was overwhelmed by the accolade on
Australia Day, and it was clear that she is a woman who
has never been motivated by awards but rather has a
passion for serving her community and encouraging
young people to be the best they can be. Veronica has
been involved with the local netball club as umpire and
coach. She was also a founding member of the Doveton
Little Athletics Club in 1972 along with her late
husband, Jim.
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Veronica has also dedicated much of her time to the
Doveton Show serving as treasurer on the committee,
and she has assisted with Australia Day festivities in
Autumn Place and has helped organise many successful
fundraisers for the Holy Family school her children
attended. Volunteering is the lifeblood of our
communities, and Veronica is a fine example of the
commitment and dedication that keeps the Dandenong
community bright.
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The Ballarat program is currently delivered by United
Way Ballarat with support from several local
community groups and businesses, including Ballarat
Rotary Club, Buninyong and District Community Bank
and the Ballarat Courier newspaper, which have made
it possible to secure three new cars for the local L2P
fleet. Last week’s celebration marked the success of the
local learner drivers who have secured their P-plates
and recognised the contribution of volunteers from our
community who helped them achieve this success.

Hooded plover
Mr DIXON (Nepean) — Unlike other national
parks, the Mornington Peninsula National Park
currently allows dogs on leashes in parts of the park.
The national park is a key nesting site for the threatened
hooded plover, which is now listed as vulnerable.
Recent seasons have seen a further decline in nesting
success. The previous government, through Parks
Victoria, commissioned BirdLife Australia to study and
make recommendations regarding the protection of
hooded plovers along the coast of the national park.

As a parent of a 19-year-old, I have recently learnt how
challenging it is for a learner driver to achieve their
120 hours of driving experience in order to gain their
licence. For young people whose parents are not able to
assist them with their driving experience the L2P
program provides a vital opportunity for them to gain
their driver’s licence and in turn opens up the
opportunity to travel to a job and gain other
experiences, including training and other options, when
they do not have access to public transport.
I congratulate the Andrews government — —

Released late last year, the report found that the decline
of the hooded plover in Mornington Peninsula National
Park is directly correlated to the policy of allowing dogs
on the same beaches where the birds nest. The report
recommended a total ban on all dogs in order to reverse
the decline of the species. Unfortunately 20 years of
educational efforts, signage and partial restrictions have
not resulted in improved compliance as many dogs are
still unleashed or on the beach outside the allowed
hours. Consistent with other national parks, I call on the
government to enforce a ban on all dogs within the
national park as soon as possible.

Member for Gippsland South
Mr DIXON — I pay tribute to the Honourable Peter
Ryan and commend him on his outstanding service to
his electorate, The Nationals and the Victorian
community. I wish him and Trish happiness and good
health in the future.

Learner driver mentor program
Mr HOWARD (Buninyong) — Last week I was
pleased to attend a celebration of the success of the L2P
Learner Driver Mentor Program in Ballarat. The
celebration took place at Phoenix P–12 Community
College in Sebastopol. The L2P program, initiated in
2008 under the former Labor government, assists
disadvantaged young people between the ages of
16 and 20 who do not have access to a supervising
driver or vehicle to gain a probationary licence.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Bushfires
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — Last Saturday marked
the sixth anniversary of the Black Saturday bushfires
that devastated many parts of Victoria. That 173 people
lost their lives on that fateful day is difficult to
comprehend, and in many communities the emotion
and grief is still very raw. Within the Morwell
electorate the impact of the Black Saturday bushfires
and the preceding Delburn complex of fires in January
of 2009 was profound. Hundreds of homes were razed,
assets were lost, stock was destroyed and wildlife was
devastated. Tragically 11 people were killed locally.
Last Saturday was an opportunity to remember, reflect
and mourn those loved ones.
On the day I was pleased to join with many local
bereaved families in the opening of a memorial space in
Victory Park, Traralgon. The memorial is located in a
beautiful setting, and it was wonderful to witness many
families in attendance, providing love and support for
each other. Whilst it is difficult to know precisely what
to say to those families still grieving, I can say that our
community will continue to offer its support, prayers
and best wishes.
Monday, 9 February, was also the first anniversary of
the Morwell mine fire, which caused significant distress
amongst our local community, in particular for Morwell
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residents. I wish to commend our emergency services
personnel for their extraordinary dedication and
courage during the period of the mine fire.
In addition one can only admire the resilience of our
community and the efforts of our community leaders in
times of adversity. Whether it be in Boolarra, Yinnar,
Traralgon South, Jeeralang, Morwell or other towns
that have endured traumatic events, our local leaders
have really shone through when needed.

Ian McKenzie
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — I am
exceptionally proud and a little disappointed today to
speak about Ian McKenzie, the founding principal of
Alkira Secondary College, who recently announced his
retirement after 43 years of educating our young
people.
Ian often said that a true leader does not create
followers, they create leaders. There can be no more
perfect example of this philosophy than Alkira
Secondary College. Staff and students alike have
achieved extraordinary results and taken up leadership
positions in countless fields throughout our community.
Ian fought for and created a culture of excellence,
opportunity for all and hard work. Together he, his staff
and of course their students worked together,
supporting one another to achieve their very best.
It comes as no surprise to me — nor, I am sure, to those
who know Ian — that on the same day he arrived in
Australia in 1971, Ian took up a position at Noble Park
High School. Since that fateful day Ian has worked with
over 50 000 students and more than 3000 teachers. He
taught at Koo Wee Rup Secondary College, led by
example as assistant principal at Eumemmerring,
Endeavour Hills and Fountain Gate secondary colleges
and undertook outstanding work as the founding
principal of both Kambrya College and Alkira
Secondary College.
It was Ian’s vision and commitment for a new school in
our growing community that saw the establishment of
Alkira Secondary College. I take great pride in knowing
that together we delivered the very best possible school
and learning environment for our young people.
I was privileged to be at Alkira’s inaugural valedictory
dinner when Ian announced his retirement. The entire
room — staff, students and parents — stood and
applauded him for all that he has given. Ian has touched
the lives of thousands of students and teachers. His
legacy is clear for all to see in their success and
achievements. He will be missed.
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As a year 12 student said, ‘Farewell, our Mr Chips’.
Thank you, Ian, and best wishes for the next phase of
your extraordinary life.

Mount Waverley North Primary School
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) — I congratulate
the 2015 school leaders of Mount Waverley North
Primary School. I take this opportunity to acknowledge
their leadership positions and wish them and all staff
and students well for the year ahead, particularly school
captains Mitchell Frescher and Jessica Liu,
environment captains Hifzhan Hisham and Ailish
Mulrooney, arts captains Harrison Phu and Holly
Whitehead, communication captains Junsang Yoon and
Emilie Reiner, Barry house captains Yuv Rai and Tori
Sotiropoulos, Coleman house captains Leo Sey and
Jerusha Taylor, Lechte house captains Luke Oresti and
Cassie Foster, Muir house captains Chris Kennedy and
Samara Lagioia, principal Mrs Robyn James and school
councillors.

Sholto Bowen
Mr GIDLEY — I congratulate Mr Sholto Bowen
on being awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia for
service to secondary education and to professional
organisations. I also put on the record for the
Parliament my thanks for his service to Huntingtower
School and to education more broadly.

Noel Denton
Mr GIDLEY — I take this opportunity to
congratulate Noel Denton on being awarded a Medal of
the Order of Australia for significant service to the
visual and performing arts and a range of local
government, environmental and community groups.

John Heeps
Mr GIDLEY — During my parliamentary address
today I also want to congratulate Mr John Heeps on
being awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia for
service to the community through social justice roles.

Avila College
Mr GIDLEY — Last Sunday I joined past and
present students, teachers and parents of Avila College
to celebrate the school’s golden jubilee at St Patrick’s
Cathedral. Since commencing girls education in 1965
from St Leonard’s Catholic Primary School, Avila
College has grown to become a leading provider of
Catholic education for young women and an integral
part of the Mount Waverley district. I congratulate all
involved with Avila College since 1965 and look
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forward to continuing to support the school wherever
possible.

Australia Day
Mr RICHARDSON (Mordialloc) — It was a
privilege to attend this year’s City of Kingston
Australia Day breakfast. The event is always a great
occasion, and it was pleasing to see in attendance many
volunteers from a range of local communities.
It was also an opportunity to celebrate the contributions
of our citizens and community groups of the year. I
would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the
City of Kingston Citizen of the Year, Charlie Mizzi.
Charlie has been a tireless community advocate for
many years. His voluntary work has included being a
member of the Ronald McDonald House committee for
20 years, a member of the Oakleigh and Clarinda
Village committee and the local Neighbourhood Watch,
a supporter of our senior citizens and a member of the
Avicultural Society of Australia.
I wish to also acknowledge the City of Kingston Young
Citizen of the Year, Carrie Ewin. Carrie is a remarkable
young person who has been volunteering in our
community through the Longbeach PLACE community
centre since 2008. She is in the process of completing a
masters of psychology after attaining a double degree in
law and psychology.
Carrie and her brother Chris have recently established a
digital literacy project for seniors. They run a range of
classes supporting seniors in understanding and using
various technologies. This is a vital community service
at a time when seniors are increasingly vulnerable to
scams and the advancement of technology. I take this
opportunity to congratulate Carrie and her brother.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Maroondah Hospital car parking
Ms RYALL (Ringwood) — The coalition
government invested $474.5 million in hospital
infrastructure to serve the Ringwood electorate,
particularly the brand-new Box Hill Hospital and the
Maroondah Hospital redevelopment, and including a
new 16-bed intensive care unit and high dependency
unit and a 22-bed acute transitional care ward.
Coinciding with that development, Eastern Health is
establishing an additional 80 to 100 car parks for
Maroondah Hospital.
The Victorian coalition took to the 2014 election a fully
costed commitment to immediately provide up to
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100 additional parking places for our community. With
our population both increasing and ageing, the demand
on Maroondah Hospital services will only increase. The
parking at and around the hospital is now limited, and
concerned patients and family members report doing
endless trips around the block and surrounding streets at
a very stressful time.
When I was out making my election commitments, a
lady spoke to me of her desperation trying to park when
bringing her suicidal son to the hospital. In the end she
gave up, parked illegally, was fined and had to request
to have the fine revoked on compassionate grounds.
This crisis must be resolved.
Without the coalition’s further 100 car parks, the
problems for our local community are only going to
grow worse. The Andrews government must urgently
fund additional car parking for Maroondah Hospital so
that the services currently available are able to be
accessed by those needing health care. The hospital’s
funds for treating patients should not have to be used to
build the additional car parks.
Maroondah Hospital has done fabulous work in
reducing its waiting lists. Labor neglected our local
hospitals for the 11 years it was last in government. We
had to play catch-up with $474.5 million. The time for
the action is now.

St James College
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — Last week I had the
privilege of visiting my old school, St James College,
for the leaders investiture. St James is a fantastic school
full of great leaders. Congratulations to college captain
Kane O’Toole, vice-captain Joshua Bell and school
leaders Eamon Gracias, Harrison Crisp, James
Desmond, George Mallidis, Adam Restaino and Steven
Truong.
I have very fond memories of being a student at
St James. One of the great things about the school is
how staff and teachers seek to inspire their students by
setting a new theme each year. When I first started at
St James the theme was ‘Let’s make things better’. It
was about being engaged with the community and
improving the lives of people around you and those in
need. St James students are still doing this today.
The school’s patron is St John Baptist De La Salle, the
patron saint of teachers. He was known to have said
‘Faith without good works is dead’, and he dedicated
his life to providing education to disadvantaged
children who would otherwise have gone without. This
is the example of leadership that De La Salle set, and it
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is one that students still aspire to nearly 300 years after
his death.

Valkstone Primary School
Mr STAIKOS — I also had the pleasure of visiting
Valkstone Primary School to meet its new school
leaders. Students at Valkstone know exactly what it
means to be a good leader and how important it is to set
a good example for others to follow. Congratulations to
school captains Sebastian Kozlowski and Elise
McDavitt.

Reverend Shannon Smith
Mr STAIKOS — Congratulations to the Reverend
Shannon Smith, the first woman to be appointed
Priest-in-charge of St Christopher’s Anglican Church,
East Bentleigh.

Bairnsdale hockey pitch
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) — I bring to the
attention of the Minister for Sport the need for a terrific
project in my electorate — to build a synthetic hockey
pitch in Bairnsdale that will cater for the needs of the
East Gippsland region, in particular our many
up-and-coming young stars. The local hockey fraternity
has been advocating very strongly for this project over
recent years, and it is a priority project for the East
Gippsland Shire Council.
Currently players from Bairnsdale, Lakes Entrance,
Maffra, Stratford and Orbost — to name a few — travel
great distances to train and play on an equivalent
surface. The East Gippsland Hockey Association —
one of the biggest east of Melbourne, I might add —
could not obtain a commitment from the local Labor
candidate, as she only showed her face in town on
election eve.
Prior to the 2014 election the coalition committed
$1.2 million toward this project. I would love to see the
Minister for Sport match this commitment.

Bastion Point boat ramp
Mr T. BULL — I take pleasure in informing the
house of the completion of Bastion Point boat ramp in
Mallacoota, which the coalition funded with $6 million.
Having recently visited Mallacoota I am pleased to say
it now has a ramp that will contribute to the local
tourism and recreational fishing industries.
I congratulate the Mallacoota community and the
Mallacoota Business and Tourism Association and its
main driver, John Rudge, for persisting with what they
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knew would be a great asset for the town. Like all
ocean access ramps, it will not be without incident over
time, and caution and safety remain paramount
considerations.

Australia Day
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I rise to pay tribute to
those citizens in my community who were awarded
Australia Day honours — Cam Beardsell of
Hurstbridge; Merv Bennell of Diamond Creek; Dick
Davies, the longstanding president of the Warrandyte
Community Association; former Whittlesea councillor
and Arthurs Creek resident Roger Hurrey; the
indomitable Helen Kenney, former captain of the
St Andrews Country Fire Authority; Roger Male, now
a Fitzroy resident, who has undertaken many great
activities, including undertaking work for the
government reviewing the Rural City of Benalla and
also establishing the fantastic Evelyn County Estate
winery at Kangaroo Ground; and community
campaigner Jack Mercovich.
In the city of Whittlesea women dominated the local
awards lists, with Marilyn McQualter awarded the
Citizen of the Year, Kathy Lizio Senior Citizen of the
Year, Rachael Davies Young Citizen of the Year and
Felicity Hardy Access and Inclusion Citizen of the
Year.
In the Shire of Nillumbik, Sue Aldred was awarded
Citizen of the Year, Erin Dickson was Young Citizen of
the Year, Beth Gallagher was Senior Citizen of the
Year, Ron Mendelson of Wattle Glen was Volunteer of
the Year and Eltham Rural Group was Community
Group of the Year, having raised over $1.25 million
over 60 years.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Yarra Ranges Donkey Festival
Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — I am delighted to inform
the Parliament of the inaugural Yarra Ranges Donkey
Festival. Held in Wesburn Park on a wintry day in
January, the event was a real winner. East Warburton
local Linda Jay and the Donkey Society of Victoria did
a great job putting on what can only be described as a
fascinating day. We had a hoot of a time. Who would
have known that there is so much to learn about
donkeys? It really was a wonderful family day that
allowed 2000 people to meet many different types of
donkeys and their owners and find out some pretty
interesting stuff. Kelly Gilmore of Gladysdale had an
interesting story about her rescue donkey. I particularly
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want to congratulate Linda Jay for putting so much time
and effort into making the day a success. The gate
takings were split between the Donkey Society of
Victoria and the Upper Yarra unit of the State
Emergency Service. The Upper Yarra Pony Club was
also in on the action, running the barbecue and canteen.
Well done to all.

Vibe Hotel Marysville
Ms McLEISH — The town of Marysville is very
excited about the opening of the Vibe Hotel and its
conference centre later this week. I had the opportunity
to tour the venue yesterday and chat to members of the
staff, who were really up-beat and thrilled. The
initiative, supported by the coalition government, will
bring increased employment, opportunity and
prosperity to the town. The hotel has an opening staff
team of 46, 41 of whom live between Alexandra and
Healesville and 37 of whom are from the Marysville
triangle area. The employment of 5 outsiders has seen
three new families move to the town. The hotel already
has bookings for opening night and strong bookings for
Valentine’s Day. This is great news and a wonderful
story for Marysville. Good luck to Phil and his team.

Yea Arts Carnivale
Ms McLEISH — The 10-day Yea Arts Carnivale
was a resounding success this year.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Australia Day
Mr NOONAN (Minister for Police) — I wish to
pay tribute to the tireless environmental and arts
campaigner Geoff Mitchelmore, who has been
honoured as Hobsons Bay Citizen of the Year for 2015.
Geoff was recognised for his contribution to our
community in 2007 with an Order of Australia Medal. I
am very pleased to see that his outstanding efforts have
been recognised. I also wish to congratulate Hue Man
Dang for her significant contribution to student
leadership. She has also been recognised this year as
Youth Citizen of the Year. Finally, Williamstown local
professor Adrian Pagan received an Order of Australia
Medal on Australia Day. Congratulations to all of those
recipients.
Business interrupted under standing orders.
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ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Melbourne to Warrnambool Cycling Classic
Dr NAPTHINE (South-West Coast) — The issue I
raise is for the Minister for Sport. The action I seek is
for the government to continue funding the
Warrnambool cycling classic, the time-honoured
Melbourne to Warrnambool bike race. We have just
seen in Victoria two great cycling events: the Herald
Sun Tour and the inaugural Cadel Evans Great Ocean
Road Race. These are fantastic events that encourage
participation in cycling and attract worldwide coverage
and attention, as well as boost local tourism, jobs and
the economy.
The Melbourne to Warrnambool bike race provides
similar opportunities for Victoria and particularly
south-western Victoria. The Melbourne to
Warrnambool bike race is 120 years old, dating back to
the first race in 1895. Indeed, it is the second-oldest
bicycle race in the world and the longest one-day
bicycle race in the southern hemisphere. The 2015
Melbourne to Warrnambool bike race will be the
100th running of the race, given that in a number of
years it was not run because of the depression and
world wars. The 100th running of the race is a very
significant event.
Over the past four years the Liberal-Nationals coalition
government provided $50 000 per year to the local
committee to run the Melbourne to Warrnambool bike
race, and this funding must be continued. Tonight I am
calling on the Minister for Sport to commit the Labor
government to ongoing funding for this time-honoured
and important event on our calendar. This is a major
event for Victoria, with worldwide participation,
worldwide interest, worldwide recognition and
worldwide coverage. The event brings over
10 000 people to south-western Victoria as participants,
members of support crews and enthusiastic spectators.
In recent years the race has attracted a high-quality field
of professional cyclists from across the world. We have
seen over 200 cyclists ride in the Melbourne to
Warrnambool race in the last few years. They have
been among the best racers and have come together
from the best teams from around the world, and they
have included some of the top Australian road cyclists.
It is a fantastic event with a great history and a very
bright future. I urge the Minister for Sport in the Labor
government to continue the funding that was provided
by the previous coalition government for the
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Melbourne to Warrnambool bike race to encourage
participation in cycling, encourage excellence in road
racing and also encourage the economic benefits from
this cycle race in terms of local tourism, local jobs and
the promotion of south-western and western Victoria in
Australia and across the world.

Employment
Ms WILLIAMS (Dandenong) — I raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Employment. I ask
the minister to outline the government’s plan for job
creation and growth. For decades the Dandenong area
in Melbourne’s south-east has been the suburban
lifeblood of the manufacturing sector in Victoria.
Manufacturing is one of the largest employers in the
greater Dandenong area, providing over 22 000 jobs in
the region. Dandenong is home to a range of
manufacturing operations, from food production to train
and tram construction and everything in between.
According to council data, the manufacturing industry
contributes about $3.2 billion to Greater Dandenong’s
gross regional product and accounts for about 55 per
cent of its total output.
Much of Dandenong’s contribution to a strong and
prosperous Victoria has been through its rich history in
the car manufacturing industry, an industry that will
tragically be leaving Australian shores very soon.
Under the watch of those opposite, Victoria’s
unemployment rate reached its highest level in over a
decade, with Dandenong alone having an
unemployment rate almost double that of the national
average — and it is much greater than that in some of
the suburbs in my electorate. The pending departure of
the car manufacturing sector in Victoria will have a
further impact on jobs and the economy, and the effects
of this will be magnified in Dandenong with some
3400 jobs directly aligned with the automotive industry
alone. That is 3400 families that are looking down the
barrel at some pretty tough times.
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manufacturing at Bombardier highlights the exciting
opportunities for growth and job creation that this
sector and others like it can continue to bring to our
state. Indeed there are even opportunities for export.
I ask that the minister reaffirm her commitment to
supporting job creation, particularly in the
manufacturing sector in Victoria, and ask her to outline
the steps in place to return our great state to its rightful
status as the engine room of the Australian economy.

Beaufort Secondary College
Ms STALEY (Ripon) — My adjournment matter is
for the attention of the Deputy Premier and Minister for
Education and concerns Beaufort Secondary College.
The action I seek is that the minister ensure that funding
for the redevelopment of Beaufort Secondary College is
included in the 2015 state budget.
Beaufort Secondary College is a gem of rural education
in my electorate. The college was founded in 1962.
Despite the ongoing efforts of staff and the community
to maintain the buildings, there is no hiding the
dilapidated and asbestos-ridden state of much of the
school. The condition of the secondary college is
particularly noticeable because the new Beaufort
Primary School, funded and opened by the coalition
government in 2014, is less than an arm’s span away.
The previous government invested heavily in schooling
in Beaufort and also committed to beginning the
process of rebuilding the secondary college through a
$6 million election commitment, $1 million more than
Labor’s promise. Funding for primary school and early
learning by the coalition government compares very
favourably with over a decade of nothing being done.
In one of the very few promises made by Labor for
Ripon prior to the last election, Labor promised
$5 million for the Beaufort Secondary College.

We cannot forget the human and social consequences
such drastic change can bring. The implications of
unemployment can result in a myriad social issues,
including but not limited to homelessness, family
violence and suicide. With great developments in
technology and business the face of manufacturing in
the modern world has dramatically changed, and
Victoria can remain at the forefront. There is no greater
example of this shift than in the business hubs of
Dandenong.

The Beaufort education precinct of early learning,
primary and secondary schooling provides high-quality
education and care to students of Beaufort and the
wider Pyrenees shire. Students travel significant
distances to gain the benefits of a rural education in a
smaller scale school with both educational achievement
and a caring environment. However, some students are
unable to access the demonstrated excellence of
Beaufort Secondary College because of the state of the
buildings. Uneven surfaces mean anyone with
ambulatory difficulties, including those on walkers and
in wheelchairs, cannot be accommodated.

I was recently afforded the opportunity to visit one of
the larger manufacturers in my electorate, Bombardier
transportation. This example of high-tech and advanced

While Labor has retreated electorally from the country,
no longer holding any mainly rural seats, it is vital that
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rural education, particularly in Ripon, is not also
abandoned by the government. I look forward to this
project being funded in the 2015 budget and seek
assurance from the minister that Beaufort Secondary
College will be able to get work starting this year.

Berwick Fields Primary School
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Education,
who is in the house, and concerns Berwick Fields
Primary School. The action I seek is that the minister
visit Berwick Fields Primary School to discuss the
Andrews Labor government’s commitment to build an
Eco-Cubby.
This is an outstanding local school, which prides itself
on its commitment to caring for our environment and
promoting sustainability. In fact, learning about the
environment was identified as a key priority during the
school’s establishment and remains an important part of
what it does each and every day. Each week students
take part in environment education classes or get
cooking in their amazing Stephanie Alexander kitchen
garden. They always have delicious meals on offer.
Students can also take part in the animal carers and
enviro squad programs. Put simply, this is a school that
cares about the environment and teaches our young
people about the importance of caring for our planet.
The school community was thrilled when I had the
pleasure of announcing that an Andrews Labor
government would provide $100 000 to build an
Eco-Cubby. This is a fantastic concept that will
highlight sustainable building design and provide an
innovative and exciting place for students to learn about
the environment. The school has already undertaken
significant and detailed planning and design work on
this unique learning space. Students even had the
chance to get involved and help design their newest and
most exciting learning space. I have seen some of the
proposed designs, and they look spectacular. The
construction of the Eco-Cubby will be based on
sustainable environmental practices, and recycled
materials will be used.
The school is also planning on working with students
and staff at Chisholm Institute of TAFE’s Berwick
Technical Education Centre. This ongoing and very
successful partnership helped to deliver their wonderful
Stephanie Alexander kitchen garden.
I know that the school community, especially the
students, are very excited to finally see their Eco-Cubby
built. The principal and staff would greatly appreciate
the opportunity to discuss getting this exciting project
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up and running as soon as possible. It is a fantastic
project, one of the many great projects that will ensure
that Victoria grows to become the education state. I
know the minister will have a great time if he comes to
Berwick Fields Primary School. We will get the
students cooking for him. I am sure they will have some
muffins ready, so I hope he takes some time out of his
very busy schedule and meets with the extraordinary
team of teachers, staff and parents at Berwick Fields
Primary School.

Sale Specialist School
Mr T. BULL (Gippsland East) — I also raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Education,
and the action I seek is that the minister come to
Gippsland and meet with the Sale Specialist School
community, which is in desperate need of state
government funding for their school. I have had many
parents associated with the school contact my office in
recent weeks outlining the great need for a commitment
to this facility. It services not only the electorate of
Gippsland South in Sale, where it is located, but also a
number of townships and communities in my electorate
of Gippsland East, including Maffra, Heyfield,
Stratford, Boisdale and Briagolong, to name just a few.
Despite the Premier stating on ABC Gippsland radio
last week that he knew nothing of this project, I know
the government is very well aware of this need. As an
example, I will quote the member for Bundoora in the
Assembly and the current Parliamentary Secretary to
the Premier from 2012, when he was the shadow
Parliamentary Secretary for Education. The member for
Bundoora visited this site. According to the Gippsland
Times & Maffra Spectator:
Mr Brooks was appalled by the current facilities at Sale
Specialist School — which include a repurposed shipping
container to house sporting equipment, where most other
schools would have access to a purpose-built gymnasium.

The member said:
The facilities … are in obvious need of replacement.

He went on to say:
Particularly with specialist settings, the students in the schools
need appropriate facilities to ensure their safety, the safety of
staff and also to ensure that they are able to learn.
These are children who are facing hardships from the word
go, so they need facilities that give them the very best chance
of learning and these facilities just don’t provide that.

The member for Bundoora returned to Sale in April
2013 and said:
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When visiting the site last year, I was shocked to see how
cramped the conditions were for both students and staff.

He even described the situation as dire. He then went
on to say that the member for Gippsland South, Peter
Ryan, had forgotten the kids at Sale Specialist School. I
am pleased to say that Mr Ryan had not forgotten the
Sale Specialist School community, and he championed
the cause for its project. The former government
committed the $15 million required to finish the project
pre-election after having previously committed
$4.1 million for stage 1 to be completed.
I call on the Minister for Education, who is at the table
tonight and who has said that Victoria will be the
education state, to listen to his colleague the member
for Bundoora and come to Sale to meet with the Sale
Specialist School community, where he will see
firsthand what the member for Bundoora so accurately
outlined in his two visits in 2012 and 2013. He cannot
ignore this most worthy cause.

Renewable Newstead project
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achieved when local communities and government
work together.
Solar is a growth industry in Victoria, particularly in
regional Victoria, but it has not had backing for the past
four years under the coalition government. This project
was made a priority in 2011 as part of Newstead’s
future plan, but under the coalition government it did
not garner any support. This is not surprising, given that
the coalition walked away from investment in
renewable energy and is hamstrung by the climate
change deniers within The Nationals and the Liberal
Party.
Environment Victoria has endorsed the Renewable
Newstead project. Its representatives have said that the
project will create a valuable template that can be rolled
out across the state, and it has welcomed Labor’s
commitment to ensure fair access and fair prices for
rooftop solar. It has said:
The ALP’s commitment to removing barriers faced by small
renewable energy projects is a positive step for Victoria.

Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — The matter I
raise is for the attention of the Minister for Energy and
Resources. The action I seek is that the minister visit
the Renewable Newstead group to discuss Labor’s
commitment of $200 000 towards the Renewable
Newstead project and to advise the group when this
grant for its master plan will be made available.

To underpin the Renewable Newstead project, Labor
will also ensure that small renewable energy projects
have fair access to the existing grid and that distribution
businesses are more responsive to distributed energy
proposals. We will also ensure that energy retailers
cannot discriminate against rooftop solar customers by
charging extra supply fees.

Under a Labor government Newstead is set to become
the first town in Victoria to rely 100 per cent on
renewable energy. Under the Renewable Newstead
project, by 2017 residents of the town will use solar
panels and energy storage exclusively to power their
homes and businesses. This project has only been able
to commence thanks to the Andrews Labor government
and its commitment to renewable energy, which is
something that the previous government failed
miserably to invest in during its chaotic four years in
government.

We will not sit back and let the renewable energy
industry stall and decline like the previous government
did. We will continue to support and invest in this
sector because only Labor has a vision for Victoria’s
future, particularly when it comes to the renewable
energy industry and the potential for job creation this
industry brings. I look forward to the minister accepting
my invitation to again visit Newstead to discuss this
fantastic project and to advise when Renewable
Newstead can expect to be off and running.

Newstead has a population of just over 500 and is
located on the Loddon River, so it is perfectly suited to
commence this innovative project that will see it focus
on solar power and battery storage in order to become
100 per cent reliant on renewable energy. The residents
of Newstead will reduce their reliance on coal-fired
power and cut their carbon footprint, and importantly
they will drive down their household energy costs
through cheaper energy bills. This project will be an
example of the smart use of renewable energy, and it
will set a precedent for other small towns to follow in
the future. It will be an example of what can be

Glen Eira Secondary College
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — I rise today to
raise a matter for the Minister for Education in regard to
the $9.5 million upgrade to Glen Eira College. I ask the
minister to make good on the Andrews government’s
promise to redevelop the college, to confirm when the
upgrade will commence and to provide a time frame for
the completion of the project. In the 2014 Victorian
state election campaign both the coalition and Labor
demonstrated bipartisan support for Glen Eira College
by promising to invest $9.5 million for its much-needed
redevelopment. It is the only government secondary
school in the Caulfield electorate.
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As the member for Caulfield, I have a great relationship
with the college, and I would like to take the
opportunity to commend the principal, Shereen Kindler,
her parents association and the council for the great
work this school does. We have witnessed substantial
growth through the strong leadership of the principal,
and this growth has led to fantastic language programs,
including French and Hebrew immersion programs,
extracurricular activities, music, gifted programs,
vocational education and training and pathway
programs.
The school is certainly growing in numbers, and its
staff members are continuing to provide great
programs, but unfortunately the school buildings are in
desperate need of repair. The school facilities do not
match the quality of teaching, and particularly given the
increase in students the school has had in recent years,
this upgrade is certainly needed urgently. Having held a
number of community forums and public events at
Glen Eira College, I can see how this redevelopment is
a great opportunity to upgrade these facilities and make
them more accessible to our community.
Glen Eira College is committed to providing every
student with the option to develop their talents, and it is
committed to enriching the vibrant extracurricular
programs I mentioned earlier. The Victorian coalition
supports first-class education and training to ensure that
all Victorians have the skills they need for the future.
That is why the former Victorian government invested
a record $9.2 billion for school education in the
2014–15 budget, which was $1 billion more than was
provided in Labor’s last budget in 2010. I look forward
to the minister confirming bipartisan support for the
$9.5 million redevelopment of Glen Eira College. I also
look forward to hearing when the upgrade will
commence, a time frame for the rollout and when the
project will be completed.
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licence. This means that patients at the hospital can
only get Medicare rebates for selected MRI service
items that are listed on the Medicare benefits schedule
(MBS). There are 481 items on the MBS that only fully
licensed units can claim reimbursement for. These
include scans for tumours, enlarged lymph nodes and
other tumour investigations.
Until 2009 the fully licensed unit was located at
Frankston Hospital. It was owned and operated by MIA
radiology. which was unsuccessful in renewing its
contract with Peninsula Health, so it moved its MRI
machine to a private hospital. Frankston Hospital
purchased and installed a new unit in February 2010. It
made submissions in 2009, 2010 and 2012 seeking a
full licence for that unit. It was granted a partial licence
in 2012, but it has not yet been successful in obtaining a
full licence.
The consequence of this for the community of
Frankston is that outpatients at Frankston Hospital who
require MRI services and are outside of the MBS have
limited options. They can pay an out-of-pocket fee of
$195 for a scan at Frankston Hospital and wait between
2 and 20 days for that scan; it can obtain a referral to
Frankston private hospital and join the waiting list for
bulk-billing, which is currently six weeks; they can pay
up to $650 for a priority visit to Frankston Private Day
Surgery; or they can travel to another public hospital,
such as Dandenong Hospital, and pay no out-of-pocket
fee but go onto another waiting list. In 2014 alone,
1404 Peninsula Health patients were referred externally
for MRI services, mostly to avoid out-of-pocket
expenses. Peninsula Health reports that 55 per cent of
outpatients pay in excess of $195 in out-of-pocket
expenses.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
honourable member has still not asked for an action of
the minister. I ask him to do so.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
honourable member for Caulfield can only ask for one
action. I ask the Minister for Education to respond to
the matter that was first raised, which was in relation to
when the construction on Glen Eira Secondary College
will commence.

Mr EDBROOKE — The action I seek is that the
Minister for Health write to the commonwealth
Minister for Health requesting a review of Peninsula
Health’s application for a full licence for the Frankston
Hospital unit.

Frankston Hospital

Alpine National Park cattle grazing

Mr EDBROOKE (Frankston) — My adjournment
matter is for the attention of the Minister for Health,
who is also the Minister for Ambulance Services and
who is in the house this evening. It is in regard to
Frankston Hospital’s lack of a full magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) licence. There is an MRI unit at
Frankston Hospital which is only covered by a partial

Ms McLEISH (Eildon) — I rise to make a request
of the Minister for Environment, Climate Change and
Water, and I am pleased to see that she is in the
chamber tonight. The action I seek is that she join with
me on a visit to the high country to meet with members
of the Mountain Cattlemen’s Association of Victoria
(MCAV). It would be beneficial for the minister to
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attend that meeting with an open mind and to show
respect for the association and its position in relation to
the grazing trial, particularly in relation to the
cancellation of that trial.
Almost immediately upon being sworn in, the minister
cancelled the Wonnangatta grazing trial after it had
been in operation for only one year. Sadly, the minister
did not speak to the Mountain Cattlemen’s Association
of Victoria directly; she chose the media as her forum
to notify the organisation. It took 19 days for her to
officially notify the MCAV. It looks as if the
government is prepared to conduct business through the
media rather than showing respect to community
groups, which is extremely disappointing. The MCAV
claims that this is the worst treatment it has had by a
politician since its inception in the 1960s.
The mountain cattlemen love the high country. They
treat it with respect and care for it tenderly. They
manage it well. When they have had access to Crown
land, they have managed it as they would manage their
own property. They have managed it in the way their
fathers and grandfathers — the early settlers to those
areas — did before them. Their ancestors acquired their
skill in land management from the Indigenous people
before them.
The image of the mountain cattleman is one that
resonates internationally, whether it be through the
Australian Outback Spectacular, which runs on the
Gold Coast, The Man from Snowy River or the opening
ceremony of the Sydney Olympic Games. It is a
typically iconic image that people have.
In the past there has been criticism that there was a lack
of evidence that cattle grazing is of benefit to public
land and that it in fact reduces fuel loads. Fuel reduction
protects our communities as well as our forests. There
was a trial in place to get the evidence. The coalition
government had approved the return of cattle, which
occurred in March 2014. I find it puzzling that whilst
the government claims there is no evidence that grazing
reduces fuel loads, it will not allow that evidence to be
collected. I find that particularly puzzling, because if
you keep the understorey low, you remove the ladder
effect so that fires cannot scoot up the trees and
devastate the entire forest.
The mountain cattleman’s association was alarmed that
the three-year grazing trial in Wonnangatta was
cancelled after one year. With this, the government also
cancelled an agreement for the Gunaikurnai people and
the government to develop a joint management plan for
Wonnangatta. I attended the mountain cattleman’s
get-together in Mitta Mitta earlier this year, and there
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were many members and former members of the
coalition, both federal and state, there for the cattlemen
to speak with.
The shadow minister for environment and I met with
the MCAV in Merrijig recently — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Glen Eira Sports and Aquatic Centre
Mr STAIKOS (Bentleigh) — My adjournment
matter is for the attention of the Minister for Sport, and
it concerns the Glen Eira Sports and Aquatic Centre
(GESAC). The action I seek from the minister is that he
visit GESAC and tour the fantastic facilities there.
When I was elected to the Glen Eira City Council in
2005 one of the first briefings the new councillors
received was on the future of the municipality’s two
public pools at East Bentleigh and Carnegie. The pools
were in total disrepair, leaking both water and
ratepayers money. At their worst, collectively the pools
were leaking 97 000 litres of water per day. It is clear
that leaving the pools as they were was just not an
option. A former member for Bentleigh, Rob Hudson,
led the campaign to retain an aquatic facility at the East
Bentleigh site, and it was successful.
I recall the many evenings of community consultation
throughout 2006 where council heard different opinions
from members of the local community regarding what
they would like to see included in the design of the new
facility. We decided to build GESAC in East Bentleigh.
It combines indoor and outdoor aquatic facilities, warm
water therapy, a gym, basketball courts and recreation
space. State and federal Labor governments contributed
$14.5 million toward the construction cost, and the
centre opened in 2012.
Today GESAC attracts 1.1 million visits each year.
Representatives from local councils from all around
Australia travel to East Bentleigh to see this fantastic
community facility. It is used by people of all ages for
various activities, including school carnivals,
swimming lessons, hydrotherapy, aerobics and
basketball games. The council expects GESAC to
recruit its 15 000th member any day now. It is an
award-winning local asset that Glen Eira City Council
is always keen to showcase, so I request that the
minister visit GESAC to tour a fantastic facility built by
the council in partnership with Labor.

ADJOURNMENT
Tuesday, 10 February 2015

ASSEMBLY

Responses
Mr MERLINO (Minister for Education) — Gee
whiz, in response to the adjournment matters raised
with me, where were the voices from those coalition
members when the former Liberal-Nationals
government cut the capital program in half? They are
happy to get up now, and I am happy to comment in
detail on the projects that each member raised, but
where were those members when the former Minister
for Education, the former Treasurer and the former
Premier cut that capital program in half, did not deliver
new schools and shelved desperately needed upgrades
to schools across the state? Where were they then?
The member for Ripon raised the matter of Beaufort
Secondary College. The member is correct in saying
that the school is in desperate need of an upgrade.
Along with the former member for Ripon, Joe Helper, I
visited the school last July and spoke with the principal,
Karl Schier, the teachers and the students. It is
necessary to give a bit of a history lesson. Labor will
finish what it started in Beaufort. The previous Labor
government delivered the funding for the Beaufort early
learning centre and primary school. That was a Labor
project. Upon the Liberal-Nationals government
coming into power, it abandoned the school and
shelved the Beaufort education plan.
We are going to finish what we started. Labor made a
commitment to Beaufort, and it will deliver each and
every commitment that it made. The fact is the previous
Liberal-Nationals government cut the capital program
in half. It made a last-minute commitment to Beaufort,
but the fact is for four years it abandoned that school.
That is a fact. My message to the community in
Beaufort is that I am determined to deliver on what we
promised. We made an initial commitment of
$530 million for building new schools and upgrading
existing schools, and we will endeavour to do that as
quickly as possible.
The member for Caulfield raised the issue of Glen Eira
College and the redevelopment of that school. He raised
a question about construction. As the member
indicated, this was a commitment Labor made in
opposition and also a commitment the former
government made. Labor will invest $9.5 million, and
that will build a new library and new science, sport and
technology classrooms. This is a fantastic project.
Having visited the site I know how much it is needed
and what a difference it will make to that school
community. Construction will start after going through
the budgetary process, but I am making a commitment
to every member in this chamber. We have made
significant commitments to schools across the state, and
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we will be endeavouring to deliver the vast bulk of
those in our first budget. We have a process to go
through over the next few months, but I thank the
member for raising it with me tonight.
The member for Gippsland East raised the matter of
Sale Specialist School and asked that I visit the school.
I would love to do that. As the member indicated, the
former parliamentary secretary to the shadow Minister
for Education, who is now the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Premier, visited the school twice. The member is
correct both about those visits and about the
commentary of the now parliamentary secretary.
I am happy to visit the school, but on the record now I
want to give some commitments in relation to the
school. We are absolutely determined to support all
students across the state to ensure that they have access
to a safe learning environment with quality facilities,
equipment and resources. We are committed to
consulting on the needs of Sale Specialist School. The
Department of Education and Training will work
closely with the school and local community on its
long-term plans for the relocation and consolidation of
the school. A new site has been acquired, and master
planning is currently being undertaken to allow for the
construction of the new school. I am determined to
deliver on our commitments in regard to Sale and to see
those plans come to fruition. I would love to come to
the school and meet with and talk to that community.
The member for Narre Warren South raised the issue of
the Eco-Cubby at Berwick Fields Primary School. As
the member outlined, we made a commitment of
$100 000 to build the Eco-Cubby. It is a fantastic
initiative that will be designed in part by students and
will provide an interactive educational experience for
students to learn about the environment.
I want to take this opportunity to reaffirm Labor’s
commitment to deliver on each and every commitment
it has made — from the relatively small but important
projects, such as the Eco-Cubby, to the very large
projects, such as the $15 million commitment for the
Footscray education precinct. We will be engaging with
the Berwick Fields community and getting on with this
project as soon as possible. I thank the member both for
her advocacy on this project and, much more broadly,
for her work as my parliamentary secretary. The
member for Narre Warren South and I will be working
closely over the next four years delivering on each and
every one of our commitments. I will be delighted to
accompany her to Berwick Fields Primary School to
see firsthand the great work of this school community.
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Ms D’AMBROSIO (Minister for Energy and
Resources) — I thank the member for Bendigo West
for raising with me a matter that is very important to her
community of Newstead in her electorate. The member
for Bendigo West is a terrific champion for her local
community. Like the Newstead community, she shares
a passion for renewable energy. It is a passion that is
about reducing our carbon emissions, helping to bring
about a cleaner environment and helping families to
reduce their energy costs.
The member’s commitment to and hard work on this
project is longstanding. It is not a project that she
tripped over on the hustings during an election
campaign; it is one on which she has been working side
by side with the community now for at least two years
to my knowledge, and probably longer. I certainly
recall that the member first raised with me about two
years ago a great idea that the Newstead community
had been working on for achieving 100 per cent
renewable energy. I was introduced by the member to
the Renewable Newstead group, and I was very
impressed by its presentation. I was therefore delighted
to have been able to meet up with the member for
Bendigo West and visit Newstead last November to
announce that a future Andrews government would
commit $200 000 to enable the community to develop
the Renewable Newstead project master plan. The
community’s enthusiasm was exciting, and I know that
excitement continues to this day.
The member for Bendigo West quite rightly points to
solar energy as being a growth industry, especially for
regional Victoria, and she also correctly says that
community renewable energy projects had no place
under the previous government. In fact the previous
government did its very best to bring the industry to its
knees. The good news is that we now have a
government in Victoria that is committed to community
renewable energy projects and to communities such as
Newstead. This government will be supporting that
worthwhile project and, I dare say, many more like it in
the future.
We will support this very important sector through the
renewable energy action plan we are now developing
and through our $20 million commitment to new
energy technologies through our New Energy Jobs
Fund. We will also stop retailers from imposing higher
supply charges on their solar customers, a practice that
is discriminatory and designed to make people use
more carbon-intensive energy. We will act on making it
easier for small renewable energy projects to connect
up to the grid. Getting access to the grid is one of the
key barriers for a lot of community renewable energy
projects. We will ensure that consumers get the true
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value of renewable energy by being able to feed back
into the grid. That is something the previous
government left behind.
I welcome the member’s invitation to visit Newstead
and meet with the Renewable Newstead group to
discuss further the progress of its project, and I certainly
look forward to doing that as soon as possible. I will not
be wasting any time on this matter. The community has
waited too long for this project to come to fruition, and
we will do our best to go there very soon and hopefully
see the next step forward on this invaluable project,
which has broad community support.
Ms HENNESSY (Minister for Health) — I am
happy to respond to the matter raised by the member
for Frankston, who is a terrific advocate for more
accessible health care in his local community. The
member for Frankston raised the issue of advocacy to
the commonwealth government around accessing a full
magnetic resonance imaging licence for Peninsula
Health. I am more than happy to take this matter up
with the commonwealth government, and I understand
the implications around both cost and integrated health
care at Peninsula Health.
Ms ALLAN (Minister for Employment) — I am
delighted to respond to the member for Dandenong,
although I am not so delighted to reflect, as she did in
her contribution, on some of the particular challenges
her community faces when it comes to employment and
economic opportunities. When you consider that
Dandenong is one of those regions centred around a
strong manufacturing base and engineering companies,
any shift in government policy or any walking away
from commitments to those sectors is felt very keenly
in Dandenong. What is quite clear is that the member
for Dandenong understands this and will be a very
strong advocate for her community, for businesses in
her community and for people who are either in
employment or wanting to get into employment in her
area, so I thank her for raising this matter tonight.
This is a significant issue because the Andrews Labor
government has been left with a legacy of rising
unemployment. When the Liberal-Nationals
government left office, the Victorian unemployment
rate was the highest on mainland Australia. I would not
think that is a record to be proud of in any way, shape
or form. Over the last four years Liberal governments
in Canberra and in Victoria have shown no support for
the car industry. The Liberal government in Canberra
dared the car industry to walk away from the country,
and it did, and we barely heard a whimper from the
Liberal government in Victoria. These are issues felt
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most keenly in Dandenong, where the car and
manufacturing industries are so important.
When you couple that with the decimation of our TAFE
and training sector and the cuts to schools, it is a real
double whammy for workers and for people who want
to get a job. Skills, training and retraining form the
pathway to new opportunities. They are the pathway to
getting the first opportunity — something that was not
understood by the former government.
We are already moving quickly to address these issues.
That is why the Back to Work Bill 2014 is before the
Parliament. We want to have it debated and passed this
week so it can go into the other chamber. Hopefully it
will be passed there as well, because it is about getting
people back to work, supporting the long-term
unemployed and supporting retrenched workers to get
back into work.
Under our Project 10 000 plan we have built the bridge
between our infrastructure program in the transport
space and the creation of jobs. That is really what my
two roles will be focused on. We will be looking at how
for every dollar we spend on a transport infrastructure
program we can maximise the job opportunities for
Victorians. This is something that was not understood
by the former government, which was quite happy to
send rolling stock orders overseas or to cut local
contractors from rolling stock orders. We reject that
approach. We have local content targets of 50 per cent
on rolling stock. We will be putting in rolling stock
orders, which is something that companies like
Bombardier, which is very close to the member for
Dandenong’s area, will know is a positive sign for the
rolling stock industry in Victoria. It also sends a
powerful message that the Victorian government is
prioritising jobs in Dandenong, across Melbourne and
across Victoria.
There is a range of other things we are doing through
our Back to Work plan, the Premier’s Jobs and
Investments Panel, the Future Industries Fund and the
Regional Jobs Fund. We have programs and policies
that are designed to get the state back to work, and I
look forward to working with the member for
Dandenong on implementing these policies to benefit
her local community. I am very keen to continue to hear
from her, as she wants to see the community of
Dandenong get back to work under an Andrews Labor
government.
Ms NEVILLE (Minister for Environment, Climate
Change and Water) — I thank the member for Eildon
for raising the issue of cattle in our high country. The
member may have heard a number of our ministers
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today indicate that what we say we will do we will do. I
clearly recall that back in 2001 the Liberal-Nationals
government’s almost-first act was to introduce, contrary
to the legislation that this Parliament had previously
passed, a so-called trial to put cattle back into the high
country.
From probably 2011 we made the very clear election
commitment that we would not continue with that trial
and that we would remove cattle from the high country.
I met with the mountain cattlemen in about October of
last year, which was prior to the election. We sat in
Strangers Corridor and had a very frank conversation in
which I indicated that there was absolutely no way we
were going to change our election commitment. I
indicated that the discontinuation of cattle in the high
country was a clear commitment that we had made and
that we would be taking it to the election. I also
indicated, however, my willingness to continue to work
with them to value the other contributions they make to
the high country. They have certainly contributed over
many decades, not just in relation to cattle in the high
country but also in terms of maintaining the
environmental values of our high country.
I want to address the claims made by the member, who
suggests there is no scientific evidence. The first report
that was ever done on cattle in Australia’s high country
and national parks dates back to the 1860s. That report
very clearly showed that cattle do an enormous amount
of damage in our national parks and in our high country
areas but make little impact on the prevention of burns.
That work continued from about the 1860s. In the
1950s and 1960s all across Australia — New South
Wales, Kosciusko, the Snowy Mountains and all across
Victoria — cattle in our national parks and high
country, except for the Alpine National Park, were
banned.
That is why this Parliament back in 2005–06, after
looking at the science and after a parliamentary inquiry
which backed up the fact that cattle in the high country
had no impact on reducing fire, but did enormous
environmental damage, voted to ban cattle in the high
country. The previous government tried to get around
that with a so-called scientific trial. This trial had been
knocked off by the former federal government and the
state was before the courts to determine whether it was
even legal to do such a trial.
After the election one of our first acts was to implement
our election commitment to remove the cattle and
cancel the trial. The member talked about it being a
scientific trial. I would like to make it really clear that
there was no scientist involved in this scientific trial,
because no scientist would put their name to it. I do not

ADJOURNMENT
128

ASSEMBLY

know if the member remembers, but a whole lot of
scientists came out at the time to criticise the trial, and a
whole lot of scientists walked away from it. A lot of
pressure was put on the University of Melbourne by the
previous government, with threats about funding and
requirements to be involved. But the university refused
to be involved because the science was absolutely clear.
I indicated to the mountain cattlemen when we met last
year and in letters and in discussions they have had with
my office since then that I am absolutely committed to
going up to visit them to talk to them about the future
role they can play in the management of the high
country and in the advisory committee for the Alpine
National Park area. I continue to be committed to that,
but there is no place for cows in our national parks.
The member for South-West Coast raised a matter for
the Minister for Sport in relation to the government’s
ongoing funding for the Melbourne to Warrnambool
bike race, and I will refer that matter to the minister.
The member for Bentleigh also raised a matter for the
Minister for Sport, asking that he visit the Glen Eira
Sports and Aquatic Centre. I will refer that matter to the
minister.
House adjourned 10.47 p.m.
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