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The SPEAKER (Hon. Christine Fyffe) took the
chair at 2.04 p.m. and read the prayer.
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members in future to follow the procedure for raising
matters of privilege. This procedure exists to provide
fairness to all parties involved, and it is compromised
when matters are subject to public discussion and
speculation.

RULINGS BY THE CHAIR
Parliamentary privilege
The SPEAKER — Order! Before calling for
questions I will rule on two points of order that are
outstanding from the last sitting day.
On 18 September the member for Albert Park took a
point of order, stating that he had written to me under
the provisions of chapter 21 of Rulings from the Chair
and seeking advice about the time frame for responding
to that correspondence. I advised the house that I would
look at the matter as soon as I could. The Leader of the
House took a point of order suggesting that the member
for Albert Park had breached point (3) of the procedure
for raising a privilege matter, as set out in Speaker
Wheeler’s 1978 ruling at page 149 of Rulings from the
Chair. I will respond to both of those points of order.
However, I advise the house that I have responded to
the correspondence sent to me by the member for
Albert Park. In accordance with the procedure for
raising a privilege matter, that correspondence and my
response remain confidential, and therefore I do not
intend to comment further on that matter.
The Leader of the House expressed concern that the
member for Albert Park may have breached the
procedure for raising privilege matters. While I
acknowledge that the member for Albert Park was quite
careful in his comments in the house and did not
mention the details of his allegation, I advise that the
matter should not have been raised in the house. Point 3
of Speaker Wheeler’s ruling states that the complaining
member is not permitted to say anything in the house
concerning the matter, pending the Speaker’s
consideration. This requirement is to ensure that an
allegation is considered in the first instance by the
Speaker away from the floor of the house and that only
matters of substance are given precedence in house.
By disclosing that an allegation had been raised with
me in writing — only some hours after I had received
the correspondence and certainly before I had had the
opportunity to consider it — the member for Albert
Park drew the house’s attention to the fact that such an
allegation was pending the Speaker’s consideration. It
was inappropriate and contrary to the Assembly’s
practice for dealing with privilege matters, regardless of
how much detail was provided to the house. I ask all

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Ambulance services
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer the Premier to the
tragic experience of Pauline and Rohan Boyle, who last
month experienced every parent’s worst nightmare
when their three-year-old daughter, Emmy, drowned at
their Gowanbrae home, and I ask: will the Premier
finally now, once and for all, in this last sitting week of
the 57th Parliament, admit that there is a crisis in our
ambulance service and that Victorians are dying
because of it?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. This is a tragic case,
and my thoughts and the thoughts of all Victorians are
with the parents of this young girl who tragically died
in this circumstance. As the Leader of the Opposition
said, it is every parent’s worst nightmare to lose one of
their children, particularly at such a young age.
I am advised that this matter is being investigated by
the coroner, and therefore it would not be appropriate to
give full details on this case. I am also advised that
Ambulance Victoria and the Emergency Services
Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) are
investigating their roles in this circumstance. I can also
advise that Ambulance Victoria has met with the family
concerned and has talked to the family and listened to
the family. Therefore I am perhaps limited to providing
some of the basic facts rather than full details.
I am advised that an initial 000 call was received at
4.40 p.m. but that the call dropped out due to some loss
of reception before the details of the case could be fully
determined by the call taker. The call taker at ESTA
made three attempts to call back to the scene but no
voice contact was established in those call-backs.
Contact was re-established at 4.42 p.m., and I am not
sure whether it was a call-back process or another call
in from the scene.
The caller advised that a young girl was affected and
that a person qualified in first aid was already on the
scene providing cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).
Once the details of the case were established, an
ambulance was dispatched immediately, and when the
case was established as a priority zero case,

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
3498

ASSEMBLY

Metropolitan Fire Brigade firefighters were also
dispatched, as we understand that in the metropolitan
area, and increasingly across regional and rural
Victoria, there is a dual response in these
circumstances. Firefighters are clearly trained in CPR
and carry defibrillators, although I am advised that in
such a case as this a defibrillator is not a relevant piece
of equipment. The firefighters arrived at the scene at
4.57 p.m., which was 8 minutes after they were
dispatched and 15 minutes after the second call. The
ambulance arrived 17 minutes after it was dispatched.
Unfortunately the girl could not be revived.
This is a tragic case, and our hearts go out to the family
concerned. A number of issues have been raised by this
case, and they will be fully and properly investigated by
the coroner. They will also be investigated by
Ambulance Victoria and ESTA. This is a sad and tragic
case, and again I say to the parents, the family and
friends that our thoughts and prayers are with them.

East–west link
Ms RYALL (Mitcham) — My question is to the
Premier. How is the Victorian coalition government’s
investment in east–west link growing jobs, increasing
livability and building a better Victoria, and are there
any threats to this?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the member
for Mitcham for her question and for her interest in
growing jobs and growing opportunities in the
economy of this great state. On 29 September this
government proudly signed the contract to build
east–west link stage 1. This was a great day for
Melbourne and Victoria. The signing of this contract is
about building a game-changing project for Melbourne
and Victoria.
Mr Wynne interjected.
Dr NAPTHINE — It is a congestion-busting
project, and I welcome the member for Richmond’s
support for this congestion-busting project. It is about
boosting transport productivity and efficiency, which
will have long-lasting quality-of-life benefits for
individuals and their families and which will also grow
businesses and the economy across the state.
The project is about increasing the amenity of the local
area by taking traffic off Alexandra Parade. It is also
about creating 3700 direct jobs. The signing of this
contract allows even more information about this great
project to be made available to the public of Victoria.
For example, the cost of construction has been now
established at $6.8 billion. We provided for a range of
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between $6 billion to $8 billion, but we now know it
has come in at the lower end of that range. We know
the federal government is putting in $1.5 billion and the
East West Connect consortium is putting in
$3.3 billion. The cost to Victorian taxpayers of the
construction of this project is only $2 billion. I can also
advise the house that the $6.8 billion cost of the project
represents a 24 per cent saving on a comparison with
the state benchmark for such projects. It is a cheaper
project than if the state were to build it; in fact it will
only cost us $2 billion during the construction phase.
Originally the proposal was to create 3200 jobs. We
now know it is going to create 3700 jobs, which means
500 more Victorians get a job. We know the East West
Connect consortium has agreed to employ
150 apprentices and trainees and to employ at least
150 former automotive workers and reskill those
workers. We know the contract provides for more than
90 per cent local content, with 98 per cent of the
structural steel components and over 90 per cent of the
electrical cables and conduits built in Victoria with
Victorian jobs. We know the precast facility will be
provided from a facility at Melton, and I am sure the
member for Melton will welcome the 350 additional
jobs.
We know that the project now provides $70 million
worth of enhanced amenity to expand and upgrade
bicycle and pedestrian trails, including the north-west
bike link, a 140-metre bridge over the Yarra River and
a 67-metre bicycle and pedestrian bridge over Merri
Creek at Trenerry Crescent so as to provide better and
cycle access to Ross Straw Field. We know that the
east–west link will take a significant amount of traffic
off Alexandra Parade so that it can be turned into a
beautiful boulevard and improve the amenity of the
local area. It will also improve public transport on the
north–south tram routes. You will get better public
transport, better bicycle and pedestrian pathways, better
local amenities, local jobs and local employment, and a
boost to the local economy.
This is a game-changing project that is about reducing
congestion, creating jobs, boosting the economy and
creating opportunities for this great state and this great
city of Melbourne.

Ambulance services
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer the Premier to the
extraordinary admission made by Ambulance Victoria
management to Pauline and Rohan Boyle in a meeting
with them following the death of their daughter, Emmy,
and I quote:
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The system is overrun. It’s getting worse, not better.

I ask: after 89 questions on Victoria’s ambulance
failures and 89 denials, will the Premier finally admit
that there is a crisis in our ambulance service and that
Victorians are dying because of it?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. In referring to the
particular case, as I said before, our thoughts are with
the family and friends of this young girl, who died
tragically in this incident.
With regard to the specifics of the question on
ambulance resources, I advise the house that when we
came to government we inherited a situation where
there were problems with the botched merger of Rural
Ambulance Victoria with the Metropolitan Ambulance
Service. There were problems with the need for
additional paramedics and additional resources. Under
this government we have increased the budget for
Ambulance Victoria to $696.5 million, which is a
23.4 per cent increase in funding. There are
539 additional paramedics — a 21 per cent increase in
paramedics in the three and a half years we have been
in government. There are 28 602 additional shifts. In
terms of the north-western metropolitan region, there
are an additional 53 paramedics in that region and a
significant number of additional shifts.
Ms Campbell interjected.
Dr NAPTHINE — The interjection from the other
side is about outcomes. With respect to outcomes, I
advise that improvements are being made across
Victoria in terms of outcomes for cardiac patients and
stroke patients. We are significantly improving the
response from Ambulance Victoria in terms of
responding to cardiac patients, and the survival rate is
increasing. That is a positive outcome from the
investment in our ambulance services and the additional
officers.
Mr Andrews — On a point of order, Speaker, on
relevance, the quote was:
The system is overrun. It’s getting worse, not better.

That is the quote I put to the Premier, and I ask him to
draw his answer back to that quote. That is what I put to
the Premier. That is what the question is about, and I
ask you respectfully to draw the Premier back to
answering the question that was asked.
The SPEAKER — Order! I believe the Premier is
being very relevant to the question that was asked, and I
ask the Premier to continue.
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Dr NAPTHINE — What I am outlining is that
since we came to government there has been a
significant investment in additional ambulance
resources. There is additional funding. There are
539 additional paramedics. There are additional shifts.
There are additional ambulance vehicles and additional
ambulance stations to cater for the growing needs of
our community.
Honourable members interjecting.
Dr NAPTHINE — By interjection a number of
members of the opposition are asking about outcomes,
and I am referring to the fact — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Clayton! I ask the Leader of the Opposition to cease
interjecting.
Dr NAPTHINE — The outcomes, as are outlined
by Professor Rosenfeld in a letter to Ambulance
Victoria, have indicated that in Victoria we have
significantly improved outcomes in terms of cardiac
patients and in terms of stroke patients. The particular
case referred to in the question is an absolutely tragic
case. It will be investigated thoroughly by the coroner,
who is independent. It is being investigated by
Ambulance Victoria and the Emergency Services
Telecommunications Authority.
Our thoughts and compassion are with the family and
friends of this young girl. This is an absolute tragedy. It
will be fully and properly investigated. But with respect
to the question, which asked about ambulance
resources, I advise the house that we have — —
Mr Andrews — On a point of order, Speaker, the
quote, which I will not read out again, is an Ambulance
Victoria quote to the family in a meeting held after the
tragic death of this three-year-old girl. The Premier was
asked about that quote — not a quote from me but a
quote from Ambulance Victoria management. That was
what it said about its ambulance service, and that is
what the Premier should be directed to answer
relevantly — to that quote, not my quote, from
Ambulance Victoria about how things are getting
worse, not better.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Premier is being
relevant to the question that was asked. I cannot direct
the Premier to answer in words that the Leader of the
Opposition would like.
Dr NAPTHINE — Our role as a government is to
provide the resources to Ambulance Victoria. We are
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providing record levels of resources in terms of
funding, in terms of paramedics, in terms of ambulance
vehicles and in terms of ambulance stations. In terms of
outcomes, we are delivering better outcomes through
Ambulance Victoria, particularly for stroke patients and
cardiac patients.

Regional and rural gas supply
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — My question is to the
Minister for Regional and Rural Development. How
has the coalition government’s investment in regional
Victoria assisted in connecting country communities to
natural gas, growing jobs and building a better Victoria,
and are there any threats to that?
Mr RYAN (Minister for Regional and Rural
Development) — I thank the member for Mildura for
his question. As the house is no doubt aware, on
13 October 2010 the member for Hawthorn and I went
to Avoca in the period of days prior to the election of
that same year. We promised on behalf of our coalition
that if we were elected to government, we would invest
an amount of $100 million over a period of the
subsequent four years for the purposes of furthering the
provision of natural gas across rural and regional
Victoria. We did so on the basis that this is a significant
cost-of-living issue, as well as an issue that is very
pertinent to business. We promised that if we were
elected, we would deliver the gas and undertake the
expenditure of $100 million to enable those towns that
were termed the 14 priority towns to be connected. We
also said that we would augment the supply of gas to
Mildura. We also said that we would conduct a study to
enable gas to prospectively be provided to towns along
the Murray River.
Four years on, I am pleased and proud to say that we
have now been able to commit to the fact that not only
will the 14 priority towns be connected to natural gas
but in addition another 4 towns along the Murray River
will also benefit from this arrangement. Already we
have in process eight contracts which will see the
delivery of gas to Huntly, Avoca, Bannockburn,
Winchelsea, Wandong, Heathcote Junction,
Koo Wee Rup and Warburton. Already work to
augment the supply of gas to Mildura by 50 per cent is
almost complete. The work will be unveiled in the first
half of next year.
The use of conventional pipelines was not going to be
enough to enable delivery of gas to the remaining seven
priority towns. Accordingly, on 30 September I was
able to announce that we have entered into a contract
with Brookfield Infrastructure Group Australia for the
delivery of compressed natural gas to those remaining
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seven priority towns. Accordingly the additional towns
of Heathcote, Invermay, Lakes Entrance, Maldon,
Marong, Orbost and Terang will be connected to
natural gas by way of a compressed natural gas system
delivered by the Brookfield group.
In addition to that, I was able to announce that along the
Murray, Swan Hill, Kerang, Robinvale and Nathalia
will also receive natural gas as a result of this great
project being delivered. It means, therefore, that not
only are we fulfilling the original commitment for the
14 priority towns but we are also delivering gas to
another 4 of those towns along the Murray River. This
will mean some 18 000 connections will be able to be
made to residential premises and businesses across
these communities. Already the gas is flowing in the
lovely township of Huntly in the electorate of Bendigo
East, and the other contracts are being unfolded as we
speak.
On completion of this project we will have literally tens
of thousands of men, women and children who will be
the beneficiaries of the supply of natural gas, as well as
many thousands of businesses throughout rural and
regional Victoria. It will mean a cut in price of about
30 per cent for the supply of gas, and all of this is in a
context where the Labor government called this whole
process a hoax. The Labor government said it would
never be done. Members of the current opposition talk
about fire risks on the outskirts of town because of
storage facilities being under attack by fire. It is
appalling commentary on their behalf. This is a great
outcome for rural and regional Victoria.

Ambulance services
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is again to the Premier. I refer to comments
made by John Brincat, a career firefighter and
neighbour to Pauline and Rohan Boyle who tried to
save three-year-old Emmy while they waited
23 minutes for an ambulance. He said, ‘This is as
serious as it gets. They would have been quicker
dialling for a pizza’. Will the Premier today, on the
floor of this Parliament, commit to releasing all
Ambulance Victoria response time data before
Victorians vote on 29 November?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question, and again I say
this case is a very tragic one. I again reiterate my views
and those of all members of Parliament and all
Victorians in saying that our thoughts and prayers are
with the parents and family of the young girl who
tragically lost her life.
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As I advised in response to an earlier question, this case
will be fully and properly investigated by the coroner.
That is the independent process; that is the proper
process. In the interim there will be further
investigations by Ambulance Victoria and the
Emergency Services Telecommunications Authority
(ESTA), which will also examine their processes and
procedures with respect to this case. As I outlined in my
previous answer, this case certainly does have a number
of issues that warrant such investigations, and the tragic
outcome certainly means that a full and proper
investigation by the coroner is warranted.
As I outlined previously, there were initial calls made.
An initial call was made to 000, and that call dropped
out. There were attempts by ESTA to call back, and it
took a couple of minutes before reconnection was
established. There was already at the time somebody
who was qualified to do cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) at the site.
Mr Andrews interjected.
Dr NAPTHINE — I understand that is the person
the Leader of the Opposition is quoting. He is a
qualified firefighter who is qualified to do CPR, and he
was at the site. There was a response, as is appropriate
in these priority 0 cases, from both the Metropolitan
Fire Brigade and the ambulance. There will be a full
and proper investigation by all the agencies involved
and by the coroner. With regard to data, that is a matter
for Ambulance Victoria, which makes its decisions on
this matter.

Building industry
Ms McLEISH (Seymour) — My question is to the
Minister for Finance. How is the Victorian coalition
government building confidence in and providing
certainty to Victoria’s job-creating construction
industry, and are there any threats to this?
Mr CLARK (Minister for Finance) — I thank the
member for Seymour for her question. Since being
elected, building confidence and certainty in the
building and construction industry has been a key
objective of the government after the damage that was
done by previous state and commonwealth Labor
governments through debacles such as the desalination
plant and the abolition of the Australian building and
construction commission.
Ensuring that the Victorian building and construction
industry is law abiding, safe and productive is vital not
only for keeping down building costs and ensuring that
infrastructure is affordable but also for upholding the
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rule of law and respect for the law. There should be no
part of the state in which people think the law of the
land does not apply to them. That is why the
government introduced its building and construction
industry guidelines and established the construction
code compliance unit (CCCU).
Recently I was pleased to be able to release a new
Victorian code of practice for the building and
construction industry which consolidates and
strengthens the previous code and guidelines. In
particular, under the new code contractors wishing to
undertake Victorian government work must commit to
complying with commonwealth laws regarding
secondary boycotts and importantly must report to the
CCCU any requests or demands made of them by
unions to take part in secondary boycotts. This means
that in future secondary boycotts are not just someone
else’s problem. Every company that does Victorian
government construction work knows that in future it
will not be able to quietly change its concrete supplier
or blacklist a contractor because it is told to do so by a
union.
If anyone doubts the need for strong action against
lawlessness in the building and construction industry,
they need only look at the evidence given recently to
the trade unions royal commission by Assistant
Commissioner Stephen Fontana, who testified as to
criminal activity in the industry being undertaken by
trade union officials in the course of union activity,
including links between organised crime figures and
trade union officials. He also testified about the
obstacles Victoria Police faces in investigating and
prosecuting criminal activity within the industry and the
reluctance of sources to come forward because of safety
concerns and fear of reprisals.
This evidence by a senior and respected assistant
commissioner means that no-one can now pretend there
is not a serious problem requiring serious action.
No-one can now continue to condone or be complicit in
illegal conduct going on in the industry. No-one can
now continue to associate themselves with those who
behave as though they are above the law and are willing
to resort to criminal means to achieve their ends. The
culture of thuggery, intimidation and crime in the
building and construction industry has to be ended.
I was asked about future threats. Concerningly there is a
very clear future threat. There is a threat that someone
who wants to tear up the east–west link contract also
wants to tear up the construction code and abolish the
strong cop on the beat, thus giving free rein to his mates
at the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy
Union (CFMEU). Victoria cannot afford a return to the
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bad old days of rampant thuggery and intimidation on
construction sites, adding millions of dollars to the cost
of projects like the desalination plant.
We cannot afford a return to a government that takes its
orders from the CFMEU instead of standing up to it.
We cannot afford to have someone tear up the rule
book and get rid of the inspectors, allowing unlawful
action to resurge on Victorian government building
sites. To do so would give open season for crime and
illegality to flourish. It would do enormous damage to
the Victorian economy and enormous damage to the
rule of law. All of the coalition government’s reforms
would be lost if Labor were allowed to tear up the
construction code and abolish the CCCU.

Ambulance services
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is again to the Premier. I refer the Premier to a
leaked Ambulance Victoria report which shows that
ambulances responding to emergencies in Melbourne’s
northern and western suburbs are taking up to half an
hour to arrive, and I ask: is the Premier satisfied that
ambulances responding to cardiac arrests, serious car
crashes and cases like that of little Emmy Boyle can
take up to half an hour to arrive?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. Providing an
ambulance service is a very important part of the role of
government, and we take this matter very seriously.
That is why we have increased funding to the
Ambulance Victoria budget to $696.5 million — that is,
a 23 per cent increase in funding, which is $132 million
more than under the Labor government.
Since coming to government we have provided
539 additional paramedics — that is, a 22 per cent
increase in the number of paramedics across Victoria.
That includes 193 in metropolitan areas, 44 in Loddon
Mallee, 65 in Hume, 77 in Gippsland, 36 in the
Grampians and 50 across the Barwon South West
region. We have also provided $550 million for a
10-year contract to upgrade ambulance helicopters,
which are important in providing services, particularly
in regional and rural areas. We have provided 10 new
mobile intensive care ambulance single-responder
units. We have built and upgraded ambulance stations
at 24 sites across Victoria and provided 55 new
Ambulance Victoria vehicles.
In three and a half years we have significantly
improved the response to important issues. Indeed in a
letter to the chief executive officer of Ambulance
Victoria, Professor Rosenfeld highlights the increased
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survival rate from cardiac arrest and that Ambulance
Victoria is responding in a better way and producing
better outcomes with respect to serious pain. He also
highlights that Ambulance Victoria is delivering better
outcomes for Victorians with regard to stroke. Whether
it be a cardiac arrest, a stroke or serious pain, the
outcomes under Ambulance Victoria are significantly
improved. This is about providing an integrated range
of resources with additional resources and staff for
Ambulance Victoria, but it is also about providing a
significant investment in our hospitals so that our
emergency departments are better able to provide for
ambulances when they arrive, and that is why we are
upgrading them.
The question related to the northern metropolitan areas
of Melbourne. This government has rebuilt and
expanded the emergency department at the Northern
Hospital so that it is better able to cope with
ambulances when they arrive. We are now building
32 additional beds at the Northern Hospital so we can
get the flow of patients from the emergency department
through. We are investing in improved emergency
department facilities at Box Hill Hospital, Frankston
Hospital, Geelong hospital and right across our hospital
network, because you need to have more ambulance
officers, more ambulance equipment and more
ambulance stations, and you need to have better
emergency departments and more hospital beds so that
patients can be treated through that process.
What we are seeing through that process is, as
Professor Rosenfeld outlined, improved outcomes for
cardiac patients, improved outcomes for stroke patients
and improved outcomes for people with serious pain.
We know that with a growing population there needs to
be more work done and that is why we as a government
are committed to providing the resources to a growing
ambulance service and a growing hospital service to
meet the growing needs of the population.

Public transport
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — My question is to
the Minister for Public Transport. How is the coalition
government’s investment in public transport across
Melbourne and regional areas building a better
Victoria, and are there any threats to this?
Mr MULDER (Minister for Public Transport) —
We have got a good story to tell in relation to public
transport compared to what we inherited when we came
to government just over three and a half years ago. We
have introduced 10 000 more train, tram and bus
services every week across the state since 2010, and we
are investing $441 million in this year’s budget for
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maintenance across the network. That is about the
ballast, replacing sleepers, replacing rails, replacing
points and signals, replacing overhead wiring and of
course improving the power upgrades that supply the
network. Metro Trains Melbourne train punctuality has
now exceeded 90 per cent for 29 months. In actual fact
last week’s figures showed 93.7 per cent.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MULDER — Those opposite talk about
skipping stations. We run about 11 400 services a week.
Last week 0.35 per cent of those were involved in those
incidents — a very small figure considering the number
of services that we run across the state. Yarra Trams
received 86 per cent punctuality last month, giving it its
best punctuality on record. V/Line had its best
punctuality result for the year at 90 per cent of trains
running on time. Customer satisfaction is up on Metro
Trains, from 60.9 per cent in 2010 under Labor to
70.4 per cent under the coalition government.
Overcrowding is down across the network. Forty-four
per cent of morning trains were overcrowded under
Labor in 2010, and that is down to 22 per cent. It is half
what it used to be. We have budgeted for free trams in
the CBD and Docklands, and travel across zones 1 and
2 will be at zone 1 prices going forward. We have
invested $115 million in the bayside rail project. We
will shortly see the new X’trapolis trains running all the
way down to Frankston.
In terms of level crossing removals, we have Burke
Road, Glen Iris, and Main Road, St Albans, funded out
of savings from the regional rail link project. There is
also North Road in Ormond and of course Blackburn
Road in Blackburn. The member for Shepparton
lobbied heavily for another new train service, delivering
a brand-new early-morning train service from
Shepparton arriving at Southern Cross by 8 o’clock.
The Waurn Ponds railway station opened on Sunday.
This $25.9 million project is providing 100-plus return
train services a week, 292 car parking spaces and
150 informal spaces as well. What a great outcome that
is.
According to a headline in the Geelong Advertiser on
13 October ‘Now, it’s all aboard from Waurn Ponds’.
The article states:
It was party time as the Waurn Ponds railway station opened
for business yesterday, with enthusiastic neighbours popping
by to have a first look.

That follows upon the great work undertaken by the
member for South Barwon.
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Then of course there is the new Epsom railway station,
which the member for Bendigo East said would never
happen. Boy, there were some excited people at Epsom
railway station! Bill Tracey first caught a train at
Epsom at the age of 11 and is reported in the Bendigo
Advertiser as saying:
It’s absolutely marvellous being back — it’s a very positive
move.

But according to ABC News online on 11 April 2013:
The member for Bendigo East … says she does not think the
government is serious about delivering on the project.

A railway station from start to finish in 14 weeks under
a coalition government — it would never happen under
Labor.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister’s time has
expired.

Ambulance services
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is again to the Premier. I refer the Premier to
the fact that this week another three new
multimillion-dollar, taxpayer-funded government
advertising campaigns have begun to saturate our
television, radio and newspapers. I ask: how can the
Premier justify spending these millions of dollars of
taxpayers money when response times for our
ambulance service are worse than they have ever been,
the ambulance service is in crisis and Victorians are
dying because of it?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. The first part of
the Leader of the Opposition’s question went to the
issue of government advertising. Can I advise the house
that in the final year of the Labor government, in
2009–10, the annual expenditure on government
advertising was $130.2 million. In the most recent data
on government advertising under this government the
expenditure on advertising was not $130 million, it was
not $120 million and it was not $110 million. It was
$98.4 million, which is significantly lower than in the
last year under the Labor government.
Our government continues to focus on providing
relevant and accurate information to the people of
Victoria on important issues like road safety, workplace
safety, promoting tourism in this great state of Victoria
and promoting the services provided by the government
of Victoria and the agencies of the government of
Victoria to the people of Victoria to improve our
quality of life and improve outcomes for the state. At
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the same time the question also went to funding for
ambulances.
Mr Andrews interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Leader of the
Opposition to stop interjecting.
Dr NAPTHINE — While this government has
reduced the amount of funding on government
advertising, it has increased significantly the amount of
funding for Ambulance Victoria. We have increased it
by $132 million — the $132 million that the Labor
government spent on advertising.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! It would disappoint me
greatly if I had to ask the Leader of the Opposition to
leave the house. I ask him to cease interjecting.
Dr NAPTHINE — We as a government have
increased funding for Ambulance Victoria. We believe
that funding Ambulance Victoria is very important to
improve opportunities and provide better health
outcomes for the people of Victoria — $696.5 million,
a 23.4 per cent increase, and $132 million more than
under Labor. We are funding 539 more paramedics,
and we are funding more ambulance stations and more
ambulances.
We have funded a $21.9 million cardiac initiative,
which is actually improving the outcomes for people
who suffer cardiac conditions in the state of Victoria.
Heart disease is the biggest killer in Victoria, and we
are certainly investigating the issue and funding our
ambulance officers and training them so they can better
respond to those cardiac patients, so they can better
respond to people in real pain and so they can better
respond to people suffering from stroke. We are
providing more resources, more ambulances and more
ambulance stations, and we are getting better outcomes
in terms of key conditions such as cardiac, stroke and
severe pain.

Economic management
Mr WATT (Burwood) — My question is to the
Treasurer. How is the Victorian coalition government’s
record investment in infrastructure helping to grow the
economy and build a better Victoria, and are there any
threats to this?
Mr O’BRIEN (Treasurer) — I thank the member
for Burwood for his question and for his interest in
growing Victoria’s economy. This week the state’s
financial result for the 2013–14 year will be tabled in
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Parliament. It will be very interesting to see, when that
report is tabled, whether the credibility of certain
commentators who staked their economic credibility on
the proposition that Victoria would be in deficit in
2013–14 if not for commonwealth funding for
east–west link survives this week intact.
There was further data released this morning in the
form of the NAB business survey for September, and
while business confidence across Australia fell by
2 points to plus 5, Victorian business confidence rose
by 1 point to plus 7, the strongest business confidence
figure for any state in the country. The survey results on
business conditions were even more stark. Across
Australia, the survey of business conditions fell by
2 points to plus 1, while in Victoria business conditions
rose by 10 points to plus 12; again, the best business
conditions of any state in the country.
These results reflect the fact that business in Victoria is
increasingly confident that under a coalition
government this is a great place to do business. These
results reflect the fact that this government has cut
payroll tax, WorkCover premiums and fire services
property levy rates. We have abolished stamp duty on
life insurance, and we are the only state with a stable
AAA credit rating and the only state with a substantial
budget surplus. Beyond that, we have the biggest
infrastructure program this state has ever seen.
It was terrific to see the contracts for the east–west link
signed, sealed and delivered. Member should not just
take my word for it. Ben Davis from the Australian
Workers Union, a commentator not known for being
particularly supportive of this side of the house, when
asked what he thought about 91 per cent local content
said, ‘Great news’. When you get union bosses praising
a coalition government, you know that members on the
other side are on their lonesome. When even the unions
walk away from them, you know they are in trouble.
It does not stop there. We have also announced the
signing of the agreement to widen the
CityLink-Tullamarine Freeway.
An honourable member — More jobs.
Mr O’BRIEN — More jobs — 700 new jobs. It
will also result in a 30 per cent increase in capacity and
a 16-minute saving in peak travel time. These contracts
are about growing the infrastructure that this state
needs, they are about creating jobs that Victorians want
and they are about making sure that the quality of life
that makes this such a livable city and a livable state is
preserved.
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Some people have threatened to rip up contracts, but
they have been put back in their box. One commentator
said, ‘A responsible government — a government that
actually values our state’s reputation and good name —
does not rip up contracts’. Who was that? That was the
Leader of the Opposition just two months ago —
Backflip Dan. You cannot trust him. He will rip up
contracts, and he will rip up this state’s reputation. He
will just destroy jobs.

Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the impending sale of the
Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE’s (NMIT)
Greensborough campus.
In particular we note:
1.

the Napthine government’s $1.2 billion in cuts to TAFE
funding has had a devastating effect on NMIT which has
reported a loss of $31.7 million in 2013;

2.

as a result of these funding cuts, the Napthine
government has caused the sell-off of NMIT’s
Greensborough campus;

3.

the closure of the Greensborough NMIT campus will
drastically reduce educational and training opportunities
for young people in Melbourne’s northern suburbs.

ASSISTANT CLERK COMMITTEES
The SPEAKER — Order! I wish to announce the
appointment of an officer of Parliament. Under
section 18 of the Parliamentary Administration Act
2005, the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly has
appointed Dr Vaughn Koops to be Assistant Clerk
Committees.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Notices of motion
The SPEAKER — Order! Notices of motion 8 to
17 will be removed from the notice paper unless
members wishing their notice to remain advise the
Clerk in writing before 6.00 p.m. today.

PETITIONS
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The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria urge the Napthine government to halt
its cuts to TAFE and to ensure that the Greensborough NMIT
campus is not sold off, but rather is reopened and kept for
training and educating future generations.

By Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) (191 signatures).

Medical cannabis
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of

Following petitions presented to house:

Laburnum railway station

individuals suffering from serious medical conditions
and whose symptoms may be alleviated through the
prescription of medicinal cannabis

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

family members of such individuals

This petition of Box Hill High School students, their parents
and supporters draws to the attention of the house that many
students use Laburnum railway station, and currently face
problems with myki scanners and too few trains stopping
there.

medical professionals
concerned citizens
draws to the attention of the house

This petition requests:

the utility of medicinal cannabis

1.

additional myki scanners (‘fare payment devices’) to a
total of six, on the up (city-bound) platform, to allow
large crowds of students to touch off quickly; and

the suffering of individuals with serious medical
conditions and their families

2.

express services to be altered to stop at Laburnum
station, in the up (city-bound) direction, especially
between 8.00 a.m. and 8.30 a.m., being the period when
most students arrive, to lessen the size of crowds
attempting to touch off at any given time.

By Ms HENNESSY (Altona) (188 signatures).

the necessity of alleviating symptoms and suffering
where possible
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria legalise the prescription of cannabis for
the treatment of serious medical conditions.

By Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) (266 signatures).
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Wild dogs
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Victoria points out to the house
that the incursion of wild dogs onto private property from
Crown land is causing immense damage and distress to rural
communities. The Crown must take full responsibility for its
lands and must manage its feral animals, particularly wild
dogs, to protect domestic livestock. Effective action will also
protect native fauna from the horrific brutality of wild dog
attacks. Attempts at addressing this issue so far have been
either evasive or ineffectual, allowing the disaster to continue
unabated. Agricultural communities can no longer endure the
damage and losses occurring while the Crown neglects its
responsibilities.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria act immediately to establish a new
management regime to take decisive action to address this
crisis. Victoria needs a consistent, logical and holistic
management plan to remove the scourge of wild dogs from
our rural communities. New management personnel and new
legislation are needed to enable effective action. We request
that the Assembly demonstrate its commitment to country
Victoria by accepting responsibility for this issue. The
Assembly must act now to protect native fauna, domestic
livestock and the future of agricultural communities.

By Mr BULL (Gippsland East) (537 signatures).

School chaplaincy and religious instruction
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cap council rates at CPI and force councils to justify any
further increases.

By Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst) (33 signatures).

Port of Hastings development
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
the attention of the Legislative Assembly to the fact that
according to the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, to which Australia is a signatory. Specifically, we
ask that articles 8, 11, 12, 25, 26, 29, 31 and 32 be adhered to
and that the Bunurong people be given the financial and
technical assistance from state and federal governments to
ensure the enjoyment of the rights promised under the
declaration (article 39).
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly take urgent steps to consult with the Bunurong
people regarding the port of Hastings with a view to stopping
the container port.

By Mr WYNNE (Richmond) (48 signatures).

Sunbury municipality
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the undersigned residents of the city of Hume
draws to the attention of the house our concerns about the
Sunbury out of Hume process.

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Victoria draws to the attention of
the house the support in our community for the role of
chaplains and well-being workers in government schools and
the overwhelming support for the provision of special
religious instruction. Both of these services are accessed on a
voluntary basis, with over 300 schools employing chaplains
and almost 800 schools offering special religious instruction.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria take note of this support and affirm the
commitment by all parties and members to ensuring that both
chaplaincy services and special religious instruction remain
part of our school system.

By Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (1473 signatures),
Ms RYALL (Mitcham) (1201 signatures) and
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) (1621 signatures).

Local government rates

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria review the current Sunbury out of
Hume process for the following reasons:
1.

the lack of clear and accessible information is creating
increasing confusion;

2.

the extreme haste with which the review process is being
conducted has imposed impossible timelines that
residents are expected to comply with;

3.

there are significant changes to the criteria on which
residents voted in the Sunbury poll on 25 October 2013;

4.

the promised ‘broad consultation’ is blatantly biased
towards Sunbury residents. The consultation meetings
allow for 12 hours, including day and night meeting
times, in Sunbury and 6 hours during daytime only in
Diggers Rest, Tullamarine, Craigieburn and
Broadmeadows.

By Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) (39 signatures).
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the Napthine and
Abbott governments’ planned tax increases.
We note that many local councils have continued to increase
their rates well in excess of CPI in recent years.
Petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly
request the Napthine government to immediately legislate to

Tabled.
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Bundoora be considered next day on
motion of Mr BROOKS (Bundoora).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Hastings be considered next day on
motion of Mr BURGESS (Hastings).
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Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Richmond be considered next day on
motion of Mr WYNNE (Richmond).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Yuroke be considered next day on
motion of Mr BEATTIE (Yuroke).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Mornington on 18 September be
considered next day on motion of Mr MORRIS
(Mornington).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Lyndhurst be considered next day on
motion of Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst).

OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC ADVOCATE

Justice Legislation Amendment (Confiscation
and Other Matters) Bill 2014 (house
amendments)
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Amendment
(Domestic Fowl and Pigs) and Food
Amendment (Free-range Eggs) Bill 2014
Sentencing Amendment (Historical Homosexual
Convictions Expungement) Bill 2014 (Assembly
initiated)
Sentencing Amendment (Historical Homosexual
Convictions Expungement) Bill 2014 (Council
initiated)
together with appendices.
Tabled.
Ordered to be printed.

Report 2013–14

PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE

Mr CLARK (Attorney-General), by leave,
presented report.
Tabled.
Ordered to be printed.

HAZELWOOD MINE FIRE INQUIRY
Victorian government implementation and
monitoring plan
Mr RYAN (Minister for State Development), by
leave, presented report.
Tabled.
Ordered to be printed.

SCRUTINY OF ACTS AND REGULATIONS
COMMITTEE
Alert Digest No. 13
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) presented Alert
Digest No. 13 of 2014 on:
Cemeteries and Crematoria Amendment Bill
2014 (Council initiated)
Courts Legislation Amendment (Funds in Court)
Bill 2014
Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances
Amendment (Clinical Trials) Bill 2014
Integrity Legislation Amendment Bill 2014
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Right of reply: Cr Geoff Lake
Mr WALSH (Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security) presented report on right of reply,
together with appendices.
Tabled.
Ordered to be printed.

Right of reply: Cr David Eden, Mr Nick Eden,
Ms Maureen Lim and Cr Rosemary West
Mr WALSH (Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security) presented report on right of reply,
together with appendices.
Tabled.
Ordered to be printed.

MAGISTRATES COURT OF VICTORIA
Report 2013–14
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) presented report
by command of the Governor.
Tabled.

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Agricultural Industry Development Act 1990 — Orders under
s 8 (two documents)

DOCUMENTS
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Auditor-General:
Emergency Response ICT Systems — Ordered to be
printed
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Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 — Notice under
s 32(3)(a)(iii) in relation to Statutory Rule 117 (Gazette G38,
18 September 2014)
Legal Practitioners’ Liability Committee — Report 2013–14

Heatwave Management: Reducing the Risk to Public
Health — Ordered to be printed

Legal Services Board and Legal Services Commissioner —
Report 2013–14 — Ordered to be printed

Boort District Hospital — Report 2013–14
Confiscation Act 1997:
Asset Confiscation Operations Report 2013–14
Report 2013–14 under s 139A

Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 — Report 2013–14 under
s 148R
Mallee Catchment Management Authority —
Report 2013–14

Corangamite Catchment Management Authority — Report
2013–14

Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978 —
Cumulative summary of returns as at 30 September 2014 —
Ordered to be printed

Coroners Court of Victoria — Report 2013–14

Metropolitan Planning Authority — Report 2013–14

Coronial Council of Victoria — Report 2013–14

Moyne Health Services — Report 2013–14

Crimes (Controlled Operations) Act 2004 — Report 2013–14
of the Victorian Inspectorate under s 39

Nathalia District Hospital — Report 2013–14

Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 — Order under s 17D
granting a lease over Wye River Foreshore Reserve
Duties Act 2000 — Reports 2013–14 of exemptions and
refunds under ss 250B and 250DD (two documents)
East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority — Report
2013–14

National Rail Safety Regulator, Office of — Report 2013–14
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation Act 1968 —
Report 2013–14 under s 7C
Parks Victoria — Report 2013–14
Phillip Island Nature Parks — Report 2013–14
Places Victoria — Report 2013–14

Fed Square Pty Ltd — Report 2013–14
Financial Management Act 1994:
Report from the Minister for Environment and Climate
Change that he had received the Report 2013–14 of the
Yorta Yorta Traditional Owner Land Management
Board

Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of approval
of amendments to the following Planning Schemes:
Ararat — C33
Ballarat — C177
Bayside — C121

Reports from the Minister for Health that he had
received the reports 2013–14 of the:

Boroondara — C150, C199

Tweddle Child and Family Health Service

Cardinia — C187

Victorian Assisted Reproductive Treatment
Authority

Colac Otway — C76

Victorian Pharmacy Authority
Report from the Minister for Planning that he had
received the Report 2013–14 of the Heritage Council of
Victoria
Health Purchasing Victoria — Report 2013–14
Heavy Vehicle National Law Application Act 2013 — Heavy
Vehicle (Mass, Dimension and Loading) National
Amendment Regulation
Hepburn Health Service — Report 2013–14
Heywood Rural Health — Report 2013–14
Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission —
Report 2013–14 — Ordered to be printed

Darebin — C140
Greater Bendigo — C190
Greater Shepparton — C173
Kingston — C150
Latrobe — C84
Maroondah — C92
Melbourne — C249
Moonee Valley — C120, C124
Moorabool — C72
Mornington Peninsula — C179
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Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — SRs 125, 127, 128,
129, 130

Port Phillip — C110
Supreme Court Act 1986 — SR 123
South Gippsland — C77 Part 2
Sustainable Forest (Timber) Act 2004 — SR 134
Southern Grampians — C32
Surf Coast — C98

Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983 —
SR 149

Victoria Planning Provisions — V112, VC114

Valuation of Land Act 1960 — SR 148

Wangaratta — C60

Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 —
SR 133

West Wimmera — C31
Whittlesea — C182
Yarra Ranges — C118
Port Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management
Authority — Report 2013–14
Project Development and Construction Management Act
1994 — Nomination order under s 6, application order under
s 8 and a statement under s 9 of reasons for making a
nomination order (three documents)

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994:
Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 118,
122, 123, 124, 125, 127, 128, 129, 130, 131, 132, 133,
134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 143, 144,
145, 146, 148, 149, 150
Documents under s 16B in relation to the:
Building Act 1993 — Approved competency units
for the purposes of Part 12 of the Plumbing
Regulations 2008

Public Prosecutions — Director, Committee and Office —
Report 2013–14

Cemeteries and Crematoria Act 2003 — Altering
the fees and charges of a Class A Cemetery Trust

Queen Elizabeth Centre — Report 2013–14

Education and Training Reform Act 2006 —
Ministerial Order No 755

Radiation Advisory Committee — Report 2013–14
Roads Corporation (VicRoads) — Report 2013–14
Robinvale District Health Services — Report 2013–14
Royal Botanic Gardens Board — Report 2013–14
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:
Confiscation Act 1997 — SR 139
Corrections Act 1986 — SR 147
County Court Act 1958 — SR 150
Credit Act 1984 — SR 141
Credit (Administration) Act 1984 — SR 140

Retail Leases Act 2003 — Ministerial
determination under s 5 — Premises not
constituting retail premises
Sustainability Victoria — Report 2013–14
Trust for Nature (Victoria) — Report 2013–14
Victorian Building Authority — Report 2013–14
Victorian Coastal Council — Report 2013–14
Victorian Electoral Commission — Report 2013–14
Victorian Environmental Assessment Council — Report
2013–14

Crimes Act 1958 — SR 137

Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights
Commission — Report 2013–14 — Ordered to be printed

Criminal Organisations Control Act 2012 — SR 138

Victorian Health Promotion Foundation — Report 2013–14

Environment Protection Act 1970 — SR 124

Victorian Inspectorate — Report 2013–14

Fences Act 1968 — SR 122

Victorian Institute of Forensic Medicine — Report 2013–14
(two documents)

Planning and Environment Act 1987 — SR 126
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 — SR 135
Road Safety Act 1986 — SRs 131, 132, 143, 144, 145,
146
Seafood Safety Act 2003 — SR 136
Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004 — SR 142

Victorian Law Reform Commission — The Forfeiture
Rule — Ordered to be printed
VITS LanguageLink — Report 2013–14
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority —
Report 2013–14
Wimmera Catchment Management Authority — Report
2013–14
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Yarram and District Health Service — Report 2013–14
Zoological Parks and Gardens Board — Report 2013–14
(two documents).

The following proclamations fixing operative dates
were tabled by the Clerk in accordance with an order of
the house dated 8 February 2011:
Crimes Amendment (Abolition of Defensive Homicide) Act
2014 — Remaining provision (except s 7(17)) —
1 November 2014 (Gazette S350, 7 October 2014)
Crimes Amendment (Protection of Children) Act 2014 —
Sections 4, 5 and 6 — 27 October 2014 (Gazette S350,
7 October 2014)
Criminal Organisations Control and Other Acts Amendment
Act 2014 — Division 3 of Part 2, Part 3 and Part 4 —
1 October 2014; Part 5 (except ss 154(2) and 155) —
31 October 2014 (Gazette S330, 23 September 2014)
Fences Amendments Act 2014 — Whole Act —
22 September 2014 (Gazette S317, 16 September 2014)
Freedom of Information and Victorian Inspectorate Acts
Amendment Act 2014 — Section 28 — 7 October 2014
(Gazette S350, 7 October 2014)
Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 — Remaining
provisions (except Division 2 of Part 9) — 17 September
2014 (Gazette S317, 16 September 2014)
Sentencing Amendment (Emergency Workers) Act 2014 —
Part 1, s 6 and Parts 5 and 6 — 29 September 2014;
remaining provisions — 2 November 2014 (Gazette S330,
23 September 2014)
Sentencing Amendment (Baseline Sentences) Act 2014 —
Whole Act — 2 November 2014 (Gazette S350,
7 October 2014)
Sustainable Forest (Timber) Amendment Act 2013 —
Remaining provisions — 1 October 2014 (Gazette S330,
23 September 2014)
Transport Legislation Amendment (Further Taxi Reform and
Other Matters) Act 2014 — Sections 22 to 24, ss 32 and 33
and Division 3 of Part 2 — 30 September 2014
(Gazette S330, 23 September 2014); section 53 —
30 September 2014 (Gazette S337, 30 September 2014)
Working with Children Amendment (Ministers of Religion
and Other Matters) Act 2014 — Whole Act — 26 October
2014 (Gazette S330, 23 September 2014).

ROYAL ASSENT
Messages read advising royal assent to:
23 September
Inquiries Bill 2014
Resources Legislation Amendment (BTEX
Prohibition and Other Matters) Bill 2014
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Sentencing Amendment (Emergency Workers)
Bill 2014
Transfer of Land Amendment Bill 2014
30 September
Primary Industries Legislation Amendment Bill
2014
Sentencing Amendment (Coward’s Punch
Manslaughter and Other Matters) Bill 2014.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES
Message read recommending appropriation for
Integrity Legislation Amendment Bill 2014.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Endeavour Hills stabbings
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North) — The
sad and tragic events in Endeavour Hills on
23 September that resulted in the death of one young
man and serious injuries to two police officers greatly
shocked my local community. The peace, stability and
safety of the community have been very much shaken.
Three families are suffering greatly. What started as a
normal day for all ended in tragic circumstances. My
sympathies go to all relatives, partners and the like.
I place on the record my thanks to and respect for the
Endeavour Hills police and the Australian Federal
Police. I do so on behalf of the community. Their
bravery and professionalism in such trying
circumstances was truly amazing. The calm and
dignified manner in which they acted in the days
following was something to behold.
Bringing back the peace and tranquillity that the
Endeavour Hills community relishes will take time.
Trust and goodwill between community members will
only come about by working together — not isolating
people but working as a team. I know there is an
enormous amount of goodwill between the police and
the community in seeking common solutions.
For many years the Afghan community has engaged
federal and local police with concerns about the
potential for radicalisation of disaffected youth. Their
proactive approach deserves great respect, as does their
repudiation of radical Islam. I commit myself to
working — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.
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Screen industry
Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation) — Since
December 2010 the Labor Party has shown its complete
lack of interest in the important area of the screen
industry in Victoria. There have been virtually no
policy announcements, media releases, questions in
Parliament or other advocacy, with three exceptions in
the last six months.
In May the shadow Minister for the Arts announced
that a Labor government would throw arts, film, TV,
games and multimedia into a new bureaucratic
monolith called Creative Victoria, and in a June media
release it claimed that the film, TV and screen industry
in Victoria was worth only $185.5 million per year.
Labor appears to have lazily misread an item in the
2012–13 Film Victoria annual report which refers only
to the number of TV and film productions that
commenced production in Victoria that year. In fact the
screen industry in Victoria is said by Access Economics
to be worth some $1.4 billion per year.
Perhaps the most embarrassing foray this year has been
by the shadow Minister for Innovation, who managed
to get a story up in Crikey, of all places, on
26 September saying that under the previous Labor
government digital games grants of up to $500 000
were available through Film Victoria and claiming that
the coalition had cut the maximum grant to $90 000. I
am almost embarrassed to advise the house that this
change occurred on 13 October 2010, under the
previous Labor government. Labor, particularly its
shadow arts and innovation ministers, has no idea about
the screen industry in Victoria.

East–west link
Mr MADDEN (Essendon) — I want to
acknowledge the absolute arrogance and the disdain
that the Liberal and National parties in this government
have shown for the Essendon community, particularly
in relation to recent announcements about the east–west
link and related proposals, many of which we have only
discovered since the signing of the contracts. The
Ormond Road on-ramp, which was announced after the
contracts were signed, the Ormond Road off-ramp,
which will destroy the Essendon Community Gardens,
and the four-lane road linking Racecourse Road to
Mount Alexander Road, which was not presented at
any other stage until the recent announcements, will
turn the area into a traffic swamp. This is on top of all
the other impacts, including the acquisition of open
space for construction and the use of local roads during
and after construction, which will create increased
levels of congestion in the local community.
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There will also be impacts on the Flemington housing
estate, Debneys Park and the Flemington Community
Centre. Moonee Ponds Creek will never be remediated
in any shape or form, based on what is being proposed
at this time. Travancore Park and Ormond Road will
also be impacted. This just shows the great disdain that
the Liberal-Nationals coalition has for the Essendon
community and Moonee Valley residents in particular.
The government has also made criticisms of the
Moonee Valley council in relation to any proposal it
has had in opposing the east-west link development as
we know it.

Bushfire preparedness
Mr WELLS (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services) — Last week I announced, on behalf of the
Napthine government, an additional $7.15 million in
funding to bolster Victoria’s aerial firefighting fleet and
increase the number of aircraft for the upcoming fire
season. This fire season 46 specialist aircraft will help
to support firefighters on the ground, which is 4 more
aircraft than were available during the previous fire
season. We are absolutely committed to increasing
community protection and strengthening Victoria’s
emergency management response this fire season. With
early forecasts indicating the state will face another
significant fire season, it is crucial that our fire agencies
are well resourced with specialist firefighting
equipment to ensure Victoria is fire ready. These
aircraft will ensure that there will be a stronger and
quicker initial attack on fires this summer and will
mean that local communities will be better protected.
The additional funding will provide $6.56 million for
two large, fixed-wing air tankers to be based at Avalon
Airport, with a carrying capacity of approximately
12 000 litres and 17 000 litres they will be able to carry
water, foam or retardant. The money will also provide a
fixed-wing aircraft with an on-board air attack
supervisor to support the large air tankers, and there is
$588 000 for a firebombing helicopter which can carry
approximately 1600 litres of water to be based in the
Latrobe Valley. No matter where they live, Victorians
need to understand their fire risk and be ready to act if
fire breaks out. The message is simple: leave and live.

Manufacturing employment
Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst) — I want to raise an
issue of deep concern to my electorate and particularly
to the manufacturing workers who live in Springvale,
Noble Park and Keysborough. Our local community is
in the depths of a jobs crisis. I have had countless
conversations with local workers and families who are
doing it tough. They do not complain, but they worry

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
3512

ASSEMBLY

about what the future holds for them and for their kids.
The south-east is the engine room of Melbourne.
Almost a quarter of the people in my local area work in
manufacturing. We have the highest proportion of
manufacturing workers of any of the 88 Victorian
electorates.
Our community deserves to know what plans are in
place to deal with the job losses caused by the auto
industry being allowed to collapse, what the state
government is doing to help other large manufacturers,
like those that build trains, to stay afloat, and what is
being done to help our local kids who want to go to
TAFE to get a qualification, a trade and a chance at a
skilled career. The last issue is particularly relevant
when TAFE funding has been slashed and TAFEs
across Victoria have been closed.
Our local community is filled with hardworking,
skilled, proud employees who just want a secure job
they can count on. Nobody should have to wonder
whether the next pay day will be their last. There are
things every state government can and should do to
tackle a jobs crisis, but after four years of seeing the
coalition government allow this crisis to spiral out of
control, my community seriously doubts whether
Premier Napthine and his government have the answers
or the passion to make a difference. People in my
electorate deserve a government that will work hard
every day to create jobs, that has a plan to do so, that
will properly fund TAFEs, that will help industries in
transition and that will help those who have lost their
jobs to return to the workforce.

Victorian Public Healthcare Awards
Mr McCURDY (Murray Valley) — Last night, at
the Victorian Public Healthcare Awards, Murray Valley
health services won two outstanding awards. Northeast
Health Wangaratta won the coveted Regional Health
Service of the Year award, and Yarrawonga District
Health Service was named the rural health service of
the year. This is an outstanding achievement and
testimony to the remarkable work of both boards, their
management teams and of course the hundreds of local
people who work tirelessly within the health sector in
the Murray Valley electorate to ensure that our people
come first. Margret Bennett and Terry Welsch continue
to demonstrate excellent leadership, and on behalf of
our communities I wish to say thank you to them.

Retiring Nationals members
Mr McCURDY — On behalf of all regional
Victorians I would like to express my heartfelt and
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sincere thanks to the retiring members of The
Nationals.
The member for Shepparton has represented
Shepparton and the northern region with passion and
dignity, and she is to be commended for her
commitment to her community. The member for
Lowan is a local member who has never forgotten that
being an elected representative is about the people and
for the people. The member for Rodney’s time in this
place has been unfairly cut short through the electoral
boundary redistribution, but he has been an excellent
local member and will no doubt continue to serve his
community via other forums.
I reserve the highest accolade for the member for
Benalla, who like the others I have mentioned, has been
an absolute champion for the people of his electorate
and helped me in my first term to understand the
rigours of the role of an elected MP. I will be proud to
follow in the footsteps of the member in the areas of
Myrtleford, Bright, Whitfield and everywhere in
between.
These local members can move to the next stage of
their lives knowing that they have supported their
communities to the best of their abilities. They have
made The Nationals’ team and their own families
proud. They can hold their heads high and say they
made a real difference. Regional Victoria is a better
place because of their contributions.

Western Port Highway
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) — Resident after
resident has approached me to express their concerns
with the Napthine government’s brutal proposal to
close the access points from Western Port Highway into
Northey Road, Moreton Bay Boulevard and Carbine
Way. What the Napthine government does not
understand is that closing any or all three of those
access routes to and from Western Port Highway will
result in major grief for the users and subsequently will
cause much longer travel times. Many users access
these points to get to and from Lynbrook Village
shopping complex and Lynbrook railway station to
drop their children to and from school and to access
their places of employment, medical appointments and
childcare services. These points are also used to cross
over from Lynbrook to Lyndhurst — and the list goes
on.
Priscilla from Lynbrook wrote to me stating:
I live on Moreton Bay Boulevard in Lyndhurst, only a few
steps away from the Lynbrook train station.
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My children attend the Lynbrook Catholic school and
Lynbrook kinder and we regularly walk via the train station
underpass.
However, when the weather isn’t so good I have no choice
but to drive.
Due to the train line, there are no direct roads from Lyndhurst
to Lynbrook, therefore I have to drive onto the Western Port,
then onto the South Gippsland in order to access Lynbrook.
The turn onto South Gippsland is horrible in peak hours and
can take up to 20 minutes, just waiting for busy traffic to give
us way.

The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Country Fire Authority Clematis brigade
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — What a fantastic time
we had out in the Gembrook electorate last weekend. I
had the pleasure of going to the Clematis Country Fire
Authority — —
Mr Delahunty interjected.
Mr BATTIN — It is very true that every weekend
is a fantastic weekend in the Gembrook electorate, but
this one was very special. I went to the Clematis
Country Fire Authority (CFA) for the awards
presentation night, and I had the absolute pleasure of
being there with Captain Jarryd Miller; his father,
Shane Miller, who is also a former captain, and Mark
Lane, who organised the wonderful evening.
I had the pleasure of presenting the award to Daniel
Jordan for firefighter of the year. He is a young guy in
the area who is committed to his local CFA and to
getting involved with the community.
Steve Parkes also won an award; he won an award
called the Steve Parkes Award. He has won his own
award seven or eight times. I will not explain what that
award is about, but I am sure that if you make a call to
the Clematis CFA they will tell you why he has one
that award so many times.
It was a pleasure to see the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services come out to have a chat with the
brigade. On Monday the coalition government
announced that if it is re-elected, it will deliver a
$900 000 new station for Clematis and also a $350 000
new medium tanker. This is fantastic for our local
community because local people have been calling for
this for a long time. If you look at the Clematis station,
you will see what a disgusting state it is in after it was
neglected for more than a decade. The community is
understandably excited to hear that this coalition
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government will get on with the job and continue to
build for the future to protect our community.

Melbourne Airport rail link
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) — In the final sitting
week of the 57th Parliament before the state election on
29 November I wish to put on the record on behalf of
my electorate and community my concern about the
lack of consultation on the government’s Melbourne
Airport rail link. If done properly, this would be a
once-in-a-generation opportunity for my community in
the north-west. It could literally transform the lives of
locals who work at the airport and provide
much-needed improvements to local transport
infrastructure. The project could dramatically improve
livability in suburbs such as Airport West, Keilor East,
Keilor Park and Avondale Heights, where transport
options are few and far between.
I have read the publicly available information from the
government, including the Melbourne Airport Rail Link
Study and the Melbourne Airport Rail Link Alignment
Alternatives Study conducted by planning consultants
Parsons Brinckerhoff. The Parsons Brinckerhoff brief
was to identify all heavy rail options between the CBD
and Melbourne Airport and to examine three alternative
options that are comparable to or better than the Albion
East alignment. The three alternatives to the
government’s Albion East route were identified as a
direct tunnel, the Flemington link and the Craigieburn
link.
Moonee Valley City Council has written to the Minister
for Public Transport advocating for the Flemington link
corridor, with train stations at Airport West and Keilor
East. The Flemington link also includes provision for
stations at the Maribyrnong defence site and Highpoint
shopping centre. I understand the cost of the
Flemington link is significantly more than the
government’s preferred Albion East route; however,
this option has the potential for several revenue sources,
including from the private sector with Westfield
shopping centre at Airport West and Highpoint
shopping centre in Maribyrnong, and from the federal
government, the owners of the Maribyrnong defence
site.
I want to highlight what was said in the Age newspaper
on 3 March 2014:
On the routing of the airport link … we have serious
concerns … We would urge that further consideration be
given instead to building a new, direct, express rail link from
the airport to the CBD.
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Glen Huntly reservoir site redevelopment
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — I am pleased to
announce that the Caulfield community will soon be
able to be more active and healthy with the proposed
redevelopment of the Glen Huntly reservoir site after a
$650 000 cash boost from the Napthine government as
part of the community facility funding program. As I
have said many times, Glen Eira has the lowest amount
of open space of any municipality in Victoria, and it
was great to see that the Victorian coalition government
initially provided a grant of $30 000 for the Glen Eira
City Council open space strategy. Out of that strategy
came the recognition that there was much-needed work
to be done in redeveloping and upgrading much of the
open space in my electorate.
One of those areas is the Glen Huntly reservoir site,
which was an old water facility that has been left
dormant for a number of years. With this money the
electorate will receive a passive park, with more
recreation opportunities for families and residents to
utilise this much-needed facility. I would like to thank
the Glen Eira City Council, including mayor Neil
Pilling, for its community consultation on the project,
which overwhelmingly called for the area to be
transformed into a passive park for families and
residents to enjoy. I look forward to working with Glen
Eira City Council and the community to ensure that this
win for Caulfield is delivered. I believe this park will be
delivered by 2016.

Mitzvah Day
Mr SOUTHWICK — Mitzvah Day is coming up
again. I encourage all people to get on board. It is an
opportunity for people to do good deeds within the
community and to get out and do community service. I
congratulate Judy Feiglin and her committee on all the
great work they do.

Sunbury municipality
Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — Today I presented a
petition highlighting the serious concerns of Hume
residents regarding the split of Hume City Council and
the establishment of a new Sunbury council. The
petition was in two parts, but as a result of incorrect
wording it could not all be presented. However, that
should not take away from the fact that a petition
bearing more than 900 signatures of residents was
tabled. They are appalled by this decision and the
ramifications for all ratepayers in Hume. Ratepayers are
disgusted by a process that has been short on
information and plagued by a constant shifting of the
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goalposts, which has meant that they were uninformed
and ultimately presented with a fait accompli.
After their attendance at a recent meeting convened by
council, some 350 residents of Hume have left this
government in no doubt as to their grave concerns
about the decision on the secession of Sunbury from
Hume and the serious consequences this will have for
ratepayers in the communities of Yuroke and
Broadmeadows. Hume ratepayers should not be forced
to finance a new City of Sunbury and in so doing put at
risk their own rates. Most residents respect the wishes
of Sunbury residents to separate; however, it should not
be at the cost of the residents in the city of Hume. This
is an appalling decision. The Napthine government
should take a long hard look at itself, when it is
imposing rate increases on those who — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

National Police Remembrance Day
Mr DELAHUNTY (Lowan) — Two weeks ago
National Police Remembrance Day services were held
in Horsham and Hamilton. At Hamilton I was
privileged to attend along with other community
leaders, families and friends. This special service to
remember police officers who have fallen and who
have given their lives upholding law and order in our
society was led by Reverend Peter Cook. The guest
speaker was Pastor David Weir.

Country Fire Authority Hensley Park station
Mr DELAHUNTY — Along with The Nationals
candidate for Lowan, Emma Kealy, I officially opened
the Hensley Park Fire Station and Dundas Group of fire
brigades group headquarters. On this day national
medals were presented for long service to volunteers,
including Colin Johnstone who has been a member for
60 years, including 40 years as secretary. I also took the
opportunity to hand over the keys of a new
4-wheel-drive truck to the Strathkellar brigade.

Bay Riders Community Centre
Mr DELAHUNTY — The Bay Riders Community
Centre in Harrow has received more than $25 000,
which will boost existing support and allow for
10 additional coordination hours at the centre.
Neighbourhood houses and community centres provide
social interaction, and educational and recreational
activities for their communities in a welcoming, safe
and friendly environment.
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I thank the Minister for Community Services for her
support.

Henley Park, Edenhope
Mr DELAHUNTY — Edenhope’s Henley Park has
received $210 000 from our $1 billion Regional
Growth Fund to improve facilities by replacing
outdated infrastructure, including communal barbecues
and open-air spaces, and create an accessible and
functional place for residents and visitors to enjoy.
Henley Park sits on the banks of beautiful Lake
Wallace and is a popular rest stop for travellers on the
Wimmera Highway. The majestic red gums and the
large numbers of birdlife around Lake Wallace make it
a perfect place for recreation and for travellers to rest
and take in the beautiful surrounds.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Rosanna Road traffic management
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — I rise to support the
petition from the Resolve Rosanna Road Incorporated
group bearing 634 signatures, which seeks to draw to
the attention of the house our demand for action to be
taken to resolve the traffic issues on Rosanna Road in
Heidelberg and Rosanna. They involve traffic volume,
congestion, trucks, noise, safety and air quality. These
issues are real and they are having a negative impact on
the wellbeing of local residents. As a resident of
Rosanna who is raising a family, I understand these
issues and I believe the east–west link, like EastLink
before it, will increase traffic on Rosanna Road as
motorists and truck drivers seek access to these roads.
Only Labor is promising to implement a truck curfew at
night on Rosanna Road to improve the amenity and the
sleep of local residents who live in the Ivanhoe
electorate.
Low speed limits, speed cameras, noise cameras and
road safety improvements are needed on Rosanna
Road. I work with local residents to make real
improvements for those who live with the traffic on
Rosanna Road. Labor’s plan to extend rail to Mernda
will also reduce commuter traffic from the north on
Rosanna Road.

Ivanhoe electorate schools
Mr CARBINES — I also comment on a petition by
those who seek to reopen the Bellfield primary school,
Haig Street primary school and Banksia secondary
college school sites. Since the closure of those sites in
Melbourne, getting access to public education has
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become harder for children in Bellfield and Heidelberg.
It is vital to give children access to public education in
their local communities, and the Victorian government
should immediately reopen these sites to the public.
This petition was signed by 300 people. The
government sold the school sites to the local council for
$20 million and has refused to invest any of that
$20 million in schools in the Ivanhoe electorate. Shame
on the government!

Opposition performance
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — On 29 November
Victorians face a clear choice between the Napthine
government, which has delivered continued economic
growth, investment in key infrastructure, the state’s
biggest modernisation program in our history, a diverse,
highly skilled and productive workforce and a Victorian
economy which last year generated one-quarter of all
new jobs in this nation, and of course the alternative —
the Andrews Labor Party, a Labor Party led by a failed
health minister, starring the same incompetent cast that
brought us the $1.8 million-a-day desalination plant, the
myki saga, the $750 million north–south pipeline to
steal water from the north of the state, the regional rail
link with no signals, no crossings and no trains, the
$80 million fast rail project that ended up costing nearly
$1 billion and of course a health system crippled by a
failure to invest.
As the Leader of the Opposition said, Labor just could
not keep up, but now it wants another go. This is the
Labor Party that thinks it is all right to steal a
dictaphone and then smash it, that thinks it is okay to
run a $500 000 slush fund, that thinks it is okay to
cuddle up to the Construction, Forestry, Mining and
Energy Union and to have a paid-up member as its
planning spokesman and that hopes most Victorians
have forgotten just how incompetent it was. On
29 November Victorians will not be fooled by Labor.

Live Local, Shop Local
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I rise to commend
Mitchell Shire Council on its success with its Live
Local, Shop Local campaign, known as the Mitchell
Crowd, being selected as one of the finalists for a
national Economic Development Australia excellence
award in the category of community economic
development.
Mitchell Shire Council has fought off stiff competition
from all over Australia to get this far, and the winner
will be announced in Darwin tomorrow. I wish it all the
best. Additionally, the Mitchell Crowd campaign has
been selected as a finalist for the 2014 Melbourne
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Design Awards. These prestigious awards recognise
great design in graphic design, film, advertising and
architecture. They celebrate creativity and innovation in
both the traditional and the digital space.
It is great to see that on this side of Parliament we have
been talking about the need to have a jobs plan — a
local economic plan — but this government
acknowledged only last week that it needed one. I
congratulate Mitchell shire, because it recognises that it
needs to strengthen its local economy by doing this
work. That is being recognised locally. I particularly
want to see people spending money in Wallan.

Yarrambat Junior Football Club
Ms GREEN — I also congratulate Yarrambat
Junior Football Club on its enormous effort in raising
over $20 000 for the Walker family education fund.
Congratulations to all the volunteers who work so hard
for Melissa, Mikayla and Josh.

Leader of the Opposition
Mr K. SMITH (Bass) — Dan the Man has done it
again! He has failed the fitness test to be a leader. As a
former health minister he failed the people of
Victoria — longer waiting lists, ambulance delays, sick
people just getting sicker on longer waiting lists and no
new hospital beds. What a failure. Now, as Leader of
the Opposition, he has shown a lack of decisive action
against John Setka and his corrupt pinko, commo mates
at the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy
Union (CFMEU), which would love to see an
Andrews-led government so that it can again take total
control of the building industry here in Victoria with its
thuggish mates, threatening employees and
subcontractors. Dan the Man insisted that the CFMEU
come back into Trades Hall so that it could prop him
up, and that is why he does nothing.
Then we have the stolen dictaphone, which passed
through the hands of just about everyone at Dan’s ALP
head office, and he knows nothing — nothing at all —
about it! He has to be joking. No-one could be that
stupid — well, maybe.
Then there is Cesar Melhem, a member for Western
Metropolitan Region in the Council. We know all about
Cesar. He was exposed by the royal commission into
corruption in the building industry as being involved in
a union slush fund, where they slush around their
members’ money. How many more can there be?
Believe it or not, Dan the Man does not know what to
do about it. If he had any guts at all or a sense of moral
integrity, he would have sacked Mr Melhem
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immediately. Any sort of leader — and I use that word
loosely when it comes to Dan the Man — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Albert Park electorate schools
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — Education is a big
issue in the district of Albert Park, as it is across
Victoria. With almost $1 billion having been ripped out
of the education system over the last four years, is it
any wonder that our schools are full to bursting as
families seek to get their children into the quality local
schools we have in our community? Nowhere is this
more so than in the case of Albert Park Primary School
and Port Melbourne Primary School, where record
enrolments have simply not been kept up with, thanks
to underinvestment in new facilities by this
government. Open spaces are regularly devoured by the
placement of portables in valuable schoolyards. Is it
any wonder that parents are rightly concerned about
their children’s futures?
In the case of Albert Park Primary School, the school
council sought to bring together leaders of the
community to consider multiple uses of the facilities so
that the school’s children could receive the music
education that they are entitled to next year. On the
basis of this, some weeks ago a community round table
was scheduled for this Friday. Imagine the
community’s surprise and disappointment when at the
last minute the minister’s office intervened and directed
the schools not to participate in this community round
table to help solve the crisis, which is of this
government’s making. The good news is that the
meeting is going ahead.

Retiring Nationals members
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I would like to pay tribute
to the retiring members of The Nationals. I say to the
member for Shepparton, our first lady, that her
perspective and counsel on all matters has been
invaluable and she has gained the respect of all those in
this Parliament. I will miss those evening chats as we
travelled to our flats across the park at the end of a
parliamentary day. Also, East Melbourne’s culture will
be different without the sight of Ian’s ute on the streets.
To the member for Benalla, I say that notices of motion
will never be the same without his bush poet touch. No
doubt the Speaker will not miss his
end-of-question-time scoring, for which he has become
renowned. The Nationals will miss the time spent in
good humour with the member for Benalla being
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‘psychologically realigned’. His legacy will be that he
plugged the pipe, and I wish him and Sally all the best.
There is also the member for Rodney, better known as
the member for dairying — the voice that needs no
microphone and the master of a quick-witted comment
and backchat. A lot of trees have been hugged and pups
trained from this end of the chamber. The winter
briefing sessions in the ‘swamp’ have become
renowned. I thank him for his time in Parliament.
The member for Lowan, a man of passion and patience,
helped teach me to be a party whip and an MP. I thank
him for that. His passion will be needed. I am sure
Essendon would still like to have him back. For the
nights spent at Chateau Delahunty with him and Judie, I
thank him.

Keilor electorate secondary school
Ms HUTCHINS (Keilor) — I rise to talk about the
desperate need for a new secondary school in my
electorate. Parents in the city of Melton’s eastern
corridor are pleading for more secondary school places
to prevent their children’s schooling from being
disrupted. Today I have submitted for consideration a
petition with over 1000 signatures calling for the urgent
establishment of a new secondary school in the
Caroline Springs and Taylors Hill areas to cater for the
unprecedented growth that has been further unleashed,
with little resourcing for infrastructure, by this
government.
Not one piece of land has been purchased or set aside
for a new school in that area despite the fact that four
different precinct plans, which are likely to deliver an
additional 30 000 homes and which will bring about
78 000 new residents to the area, have now been
released. Not one piece of land has been committed for
a school. The outer west requires ongoing commitment
to infrastructure to keep up with growth, but this
government’s answer has been to rip $900 million from
the education budget. A further $30 million was ripped
out of education by the federal Abbott government. It is
evident that education is not a priority.
Many local residents have expressed to me their
concerns and anxiety about their children facing
uncertainty when they reach year 9. With insufficient
secondary school places available, many students are
facing an uncertain future.

Carrum electorate community awards
Mrs BAUER (Carrum) — It was my pleasure to
launch the Carrum electorate Good News Awards in
mid-July. The purpose of the awards is to highlight
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wonderful things people in the Carrum electorate are
doing to help others in the community. So far I have
been delighted to recognise 12 community members
from a variety of walks of life. Congratulations to the
following people who have made Carrum an even
better place to live.
David and Evelyn Neale have contributed 50 years of
dedicated work to the Carrum Patterson Lakes Football
Club and community. Gabrielle Vorbach-Wright of
Hair@Gabbi’s in Carrum volunteered her time to teach
hairdressing to children living in Asian orphanages.
Melinda Shelley of Seaford is dedicated to making the
electorate a better place for its youngest members and
their families. From Carrum Downs, Emily Bray has
achievements in ballet. Carrum Primary School teacher,
Marcus Mulcahy, has supported local projects and
looked after the environment. Andrew Camilleri has
achieved success with the Carrum Downs Bombers.
Valerie James of Patterson Lakes volunteered with the
Peninsula Home Hospice for 20 years. Matthew
Semmens is a volunteer with the Australian Volunteer
Coast Guard. Phil and Pat Yeaxlee have volunteered
30 years of service with the Seaford RSL. Joan Hosie of
Carrum Downs has provided volunteering efforts with
the Lyrebird Community Centre. John McKenzie of
Seaford has conducted aid work for disadvantaged
people.

SENTENCING AMENDMENT
(HISTORICAL HOMOSEXUAL
CONVICTIONS EXPUNGEMENT)
BILL 2014
Second reading
Debate resumed from 17 September; motion of
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General).
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — It is with great
pleasure that I rise to kick off the opposition’s
contribution to debate on the Sentencing Amendment
(Historical Homosexual Convictions Expungement)
Bill 2014. To be clear, Labor supports up to a point the
purpose and aims of the bill, and as the bill supports the
policy position of the Labor Party in this space, we will
not be opposing it. However, I foreshadow that we will
propose a series of amendments to enhance the bill. In
that regard I thank staff from the office of the Clerk and
the Office of the Chief Parliamentary Counsel, who as
we speak continue to assist the opposition in
formulating the precise nature of those amendments. I
foreshadow that at an appropriate time in this debate we
will seek to proceed into a consideration-in-detail stage
to consider the amendments, being mindful of standing
orders in doing so. While on this issue, I also thank the
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Attorney-General and his staff and the department for
the assistance they have lent the opposition in taking us
through this bill and its many implications and
complexities.
Having said that, in our view the bill has a number of
deficiencies that we believe we should be able to fix by
adopting a small number of amendments. I also
foreshadow that during the life of the next Parliament
we will monitor a series of other concerns we have
about the bill. We will do so because we want to make
sure that the bill delivers on both its stated objectives
and the commitments that the Attorney-General has
given in both his second-reading speech and in his
media statements on the subject. Again, I thank the staff
of office of the Clerk and the Office of the Chief
Parliamentary Counsel for their assistance to the
opposition in seeking to bring these matters to the table
of this Parliament in the near future. At that time we
think the consideration of those amendments will make
this bill a better piece of legislation. In that respect, we
seek the support of the government in enhancing the
bill and, in our view, assisting its passage through this
Parliament.
The government has left it until the last sitting week in
this place, and I am led to believe concurrently in the
other place, to seek the passage of this bill. That is an
unusual procedural process but one in respect of which
the opposition is again more than willing to offer the
hand of cooperation to the government given the
importance of the subject of the bill. We note that the
procedure is in place, unusual as it is, to get this bill
through both chambers and that will require some
degree of cooperation in both houses to ensure that the
best outcome is delivered. In that regard, we reaffirm
our view that this is a worthy piece of legislation.
Simply put, it should be more worthy given the
commitments the government has made publicly and,
more importantly, has given in the second-reading
speech.
In that regard Labor welcomes many of the
commitments and many of the aspects of the
Attorney-General’s, some might say, road to
Damascus-like conversion to the rights of gay men and
the wider lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
intersex (LGBTI) community. In particular, we
welcome the words the Attorney-General used when he
introduced the bill to expunge historical gay-sex
convictions and reinforced in his media statement at the
time that these offences should ‘never have been a
crime’. There are many in this place, including me, who
have welcomed the Attorney-General’s change from
historical positions that some have unfairly
characterised as being in opposition to LGBTI people’s
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rights. The words of the Attorney-General are a
welcome reversal, I would suggest, both personally and
for the government in a policy sense. Expungement of
old gay-sex convictions has been on the agenda for
reform of the historical record since the abolition of gay
sex as a crime in 1981. Now, 34 years later, the
opposition welcomes moves by the government to seek
to right this historical injustice.
It is stating the obvious, but nonetheless it needs to be
stated, that many have contributed to this historic
reform. While we note that other reforms and priorities
in many senses have crowded out this reform until this
time, its time has come and the opportunity needs to be
grasped because it is not every day that an important
social policy reform comes before this Parliament. We
need to ensure that the goal is delivered for this piece of
legislation.
The more recent push for change in Victoria, which can
be seen as part of a wider global movement in
comparable jurisdictions, has in some cases been dated
from around 2009. In Victoria a concerted push can be
identified from about 2011, when the lingering harm of
old convictions began to rise actively within the LGBTI
community and the justice and human rights
communities more broadly. Tom Anderson’s case is
discussed in a series of lectures, and I note that one of
the contributors to the lecture series is in the public
gallery today. In the Righting Historical Wrongs report,
Mr Anderson’s case figured prominently, as did a
number of other cases, such as the case of Noel Tovey
and others. I understand that the honourable member
for Prahran has led the charge on Mr Tovey’s behalf, as
Mr Tovey’s case was brough to his attention by a
constituent of his. Well done to the member for Prahran
for so doing.
The path to reform sometimes depends on coincidences
and quirky connections, and this case may well have
been one such arrangement. My understanding is that a
report of the UK omnibus reforms in this area in
mid-2012 started a similar process in that jurisdiction as
a measure to deal with old gay sexual offences.
Following this up, my understanding is that Dr Paula
Gerber dealt with this in ‘Wiping the slate clean —
Historic convictions for gay sex must be expunged’, an
article which was published in the online journal The
Conversation on 26 September 2012. This articulated
many of the principles we are giving form to here
today. Her article at the time cited Liberty Victoria on
the shadow cast by old conviction records, and that
article quotes long-term LGBTI activist, human rights
campaigner and former human rights and equal
opportunity commissioner Jamie Gardiner, who I note
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is in the public gallery. The article quoted him as saying
that old sex convictions:
… can have a cruel impact on the lives of older gay men
prosecuted in the 1970s and before, for conduct which should
never have been criminal, and has been legal for over three
decades. It can unfairly constrain their employment options
and the volunteer work they undertake. Criminal records for
breaking bad laws should have been expunged long ago. Such
discriminatory laws should not continue to poison the lives of
many hundreds of gay and bisexual men.

Dr Gerber concluded that article by saying:
Fundamental principles of justice, equality and human rights
dictate that action be taken so as to remove any lingering
stigma.

We submit that this bill even in its current form, but
certainly in the form it would be in following the
amendments we hope to move at an appropriate time,
delivers on that principle.
From the opposition’s point of view this issue gained
some momentum at the Australian Labor Party’s
Victorian branch LGBTI Affairs Policy Committee that
some years ago affirmed the issue as one that Labor
should take as an election commitment to the 2014
election. That was scheduled to go to the Labor Party
2013 state conference, but welcomely it was
pre-empted by the opposition leader, the member for
Mulgrave, who agreed and announced at the pride
march in 2013 that a Labor government would
implement this reform. At the time the commitment
was through a referral to the Victorian Law Reform
Commission. I quote what the Leader of the Opposition
said in a media release in 2013:
The pain and stigma of a criminal record has been a burden
for many gay men for too long … The time has come to clean
the slate.

I return to Mr Tovey’s memoir entitled Little Black
Bastard, which the member for Prahran is on the record
quoting on a number of occasions. This also arrived on
the political scene as an issue at that time through the
work of a member of the community — who again I
note is in the public gallery today — who brought the
matter to the attention of the member for Prahran. That
would be Peter de Groot. Motivated by the clear
injustice of Mr Tovey’s teenage conviction for buggery
and the unfairness of his treatment, this led to a long
process here that has seen this reform emerge from
within the ranks of the Liberal Party. This process has
led us to the bill we have today.
Along the way substantial work has been done by a
coalition of human rights and LGBTI community
leaders that sought late last year a comprehensive report
on what the reforms should look like, their historical
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importance and comparisons with other jurisdictions.
The opposition welcomes the contributions of all those
involved, whether it be by associated with the gay and
lesbian rights lobby, those associated with the Human
Rights Law Centre or the raft of other LGBTI
community organisations that have come together to
demonstrate not just leadership but a collegiate
approach to ensuring this significant reform.
Such work of more recent years has long historical
antecedents. We can go back to the Homosexual Law
Reform Coalition’s campaign from the 1970s which
was not just about issues of law reform to remove these
offences from the statute book in the first place but
which even at that time foreshadowed the kind of
reforms we are here today debating. The Homosexual
Law Reform Coalition’s campaign against the
offending laws of the time began in the 1970s with, it
must be noted, the clear support of the then Premier
R. J. Hamer — later Sir Dick Hamer — and his
Attorney-General, Haddon Storey. The bill was brought
before this chamber in the late 1970s. We note that at
the time some nine Liberal MPs crossed the floor
against their own government on the bill, and all but
one National Party MP voted against the bill when it
was brought before this place in 1980. I should also
note that the Labor opposition supported the bill
unanimously.
Let us hope that many years later, in the last sitting
week of this Parliament in 2014, we can speedily pass
this bill in a unanimous show of support for the LGBTI
community as a whole, but particularly for the fate of
some now substantially aged members of that
community who demand our respect and support this
far, 34 years, down the track.
Following the 1980 legislation and following the
election of the Cain government some short years later,
a number of attempts were made to continue reforms in
this area, particularly reforms to the Equal Opportunity
Act in 1983 to add sexual orientation to the list of
unlawful grounds on which discrimination was
outlawed. Again, such moves were frustrated several
times when a number of Liberal Party MLCs at the
time sought to vote down those arrangements. But
eventually the reforms were passed and in the 1990s
further reforms were prosecuted by the Kennett
government.
Still further reforms under the Brumby government, led
by the then Attorney-General, the Honourable Rob
Hulls, saw further changes to and strengthening of
those arrangements not just around the legislative
framework but also to the operation of government.
These were to ensure that LGBTI Victorians were dealt
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with in a more appropriate way that respected their
rights as human beings rather than what, sadly, has
continued to be the case, their treatment as second-class
citizens in their own community. Now, 37 years after
the groundbreaking reforms of that time, we welcome
this legislation to right those historical wrongs.
When we jump to more recent times, we see that the
Human Rights Law Centre, the Victorian
Gay & Lesbian Rights Lobby and other human rights
and equality groups have taken up this issue and pushed
for the abolition of these historical convictions. That is
quite a journey. Not only has that been the case in
Victoria, but we have also seen a similar arrangement
in the UK, and in much more recent times we have seen
the New South Wales Parliament follow the lead of this
place to also seek to deal with the matter, albeit in a
different manner.
In this debate about removing convictions for gay sex
between consenting men, we note that it has in many
ways faded as a crime, but as the Attorney-General said
in his second-reading speech, it should never have been
so considered in the first place. Expungement, even if it
has taken 34 years, is something that the opposition
welcomes. It seeks to partner with the government in
working out how to proceed.
The opposition welcomes the bill. We suspect it can be
done, and we will proffer shortly a view as to how it
should be dealt with better. We hope the government
will adopt Labor’s amendments to assist in this journey
of recognition of LGBTI Victorians, in particular a
group of increasingly aged Victorian gay men, by
removing this historical wrong. I welcome and at this
stage foreshadow the work that our friends from the
offices of the parliamentary counsel and the Clerk have
done for us. I will turn my attention to that in the very
near future when I outline how we will seek to amend
the bill.
I will take some guidance from you, Acting Speaker,
but I would like to highlight the areas in which the
opposition is seeking to amend those errors, and
perhaps at this point take the opportunity under the
standing orders to advise the house that the opposition
has prepared amendments to the Sentencing
Amendment (Historical Homosexual Convictions
Expungement) Bill 2014 and request that they be
circulated.
Opposition amendments circulated by Mr FOLEY
(Albert Park) under standing orders.
Mr FOLEY — The opposition has consulted
widely with many of the organisations and groups to
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which I have already referred, and I thank them for
their input. I also thank the shadow Attorney-General,
the member for Lyndhurst, for his guidance and support
in prosecuting these changes.
The amendments that the opposition seeks to make to
this bill fall into two broad categories but express
themselves essentially in three different ways. The first
is to pick up on the Attorney-General’s statement in the
second-reading speech and in his media comments that
these historical offences should never have been
considered offences in the first place. We give notice
that we will seek to expand the purposes clause in the
consideration-in-detail stage of the bill to reflect that
principle. We will then seek to make a consequential
amendment to the Equal Opportunity Act 2010 to add
to the list of grounds on which discrimination cannot
take place a person who has had a historical
homosexual offence expunged. That is one category of
the amendments the opposition is seeking to make.
The other category of amendments occurs as a
consequence of the fact that we are now 34 years down
the track and, sadly, many of those charged with
historical homosexual offences pre-1981 are no longer
with us. We seek to move a package of amendments to
the bill that will provide an opportunity for those
associated with persons who are no longer alive to seek
to have the historical gay sex convictions of those
deceased persons expunged from the record through
essentially the same process — the application to the
Secretary of the Department of Justice — but with
slight additions, taking into account the fact that the
person is no longer alive. In broad terms these are the
amendments the opposition will seek to move in the
consideration-in-detail stage.
I also foreshadow that there are a number of not so
much concerns but issues that the opposition would like
to raise as to how the operation of the bill will be
monitored, subject to an appropriate application. As I
understand it, the government is forecasting that the
Department of Justice will have this bill operating by
mid-2015, which is reasonable enough in the
circumstances. The opposition would like to put on the
record a number of issues that it would like the
department and whoever forms the next government to
monitor around that. The first goes to the fact that,
should the amendments that the opposition seeks to
make to the purpose clause of the bill and the related
amendment to the Equal Opportunity Act be agreed to,
that would give the grounds for the next Parliament to
consider an appropriate parliamentary recognition of
the historical injustices and to take a suitable
measure — as this Parliament has done in relation to a
number of other historical injustices that have been
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brought to its attention and to that of the community —
and make an appropriate statement of support in
recognition of those injustices. It is not for this
Parliament to set the framework for such a recognition
in its last sitting week, but the opposition would
certainly be forecasting that something along the lines
of what has been done for stolen generations, for
children in government care and for a whole range of
others — that is, essentially an apology and a
recognition of historical injustices — be considered by
the next Parliament, hopefully based on this amended
piece of legislation.

in my name. If the government does so, we think it will
assist the legislation to achieve the goals and the
processes that the Attorney-General has foreshadowed.
Perhaps even more fundamentally it will deliver on the
commitment to wipe the slate clean in a more
comprehensive way not only for those surviving
persons who are increasingly aged men who suffer the
historical injustice of still wearing those convictions
against their names, but also offer the opportunity to
families, friends, partners and people who have an
association with those who are no longer with us to
clear the name of their loved ones, family or friends.

We also foreshadow that the provisions in new
section 105F, inserted by clause 3 of the bill, around the
appointment of advisers by the department be
broadened so that professions other than just the legal
profession could be considered upon the
recommendation perhaps of LGBTI organisations or at
least in consultation with them. We also have concerns
about the issue of the mandatory tests as set out in
section 105G. We foreshadow that a broader test
around the climate of prejudice and persecution of
homosexual persons or persons believed or suspected to
be homosexual persons at the time of the conduct of
their historical conviction be taken into account by the
secretary of the department when considering the
appropriate social, community, political and legal
context in which such historical convictions were made.

Nevertheless the Labor opposition today welcomes the
introduction of this expungement regime as a step
forward for LGBTI equality and a correction of
historical injustice. Ultimately we ask the government’s
support in processing what should be a bipartisan
commitment to deliver an outcome that can only
improve the lives of people who are now getting
substantially on in years and should be allowed,
34 years after these offences were removed from the
statute book, the dignity of having the opportunity to
have the historical slate wiped clean and their good
name not restored — because those people have always
had a good name — but reinforced.

New section 105G(4)(b) deals with the issues of written
evidence regarding consent. We foreshadow that it
would need to be clear that the knowledge of a person,
other than the applicant, might include hearsay
evidence and that circumstances, including the earlier
provision about the climate of prejudice against and the
persecution of homosexual persons at the time of
conduct, be taken into account by the Department of
Justice process. We also note that the arrangements
regarding support and assistance for what may be for
many people a potentially painful and difficult process
should be considered by the government of the day.
These concerns are not of such import as to stop the bill
proceeding. Indeed the matters the Labor opposition
has put on the record for the Department of Justice and
foreshadowed for the attention of government members
would be matters that it believes at a suitable time
should at least be part of a wider consideration either
within government or within the broader LGBTI
community as to how the intent and the operation of
what will be a new system can be delivered in the most
appropriate way.
We hope the government will agree to amend the bill in
accordance with the circulated amendments that stand

We hope the Victorian Parliament and the Victorian
people continue down the path of establishing a human
rights framework in which the opportunities for
discrimination and for institutional arrangements that
make people’s lives miserable be removed from the
statute book and the historical record. This is an
opportunity for all Victorians, and particularly for
LGBTI Victorians and increasingly aged gay or
bisexual men, to have a historical wrong righted. At the
appropriate time we would seek to move the
amendments in the consideration-in-detail stage upon
agreement of those opposite.
Mr NEWTON-BROWN (Prahran) — Exactly
150 years ago in this chamber the people elected to
represent the state of Victoria made a terrible mistake.
Emulating laws in the UK, this Parliament enacted in
1864 what was known as the abominable crime of
buggery. In 1980 in this chamber Premier Hamer and
Attorney-General Haddon Storey corrected the mistake
by repealing that law and this week Premier Napthine
and the Attorney-General, the member for Box Hill, are
finishing the job of setting up the scheme to enable men
convicted of this crime to expunge their convictions.
Those laws that criminalised homosexual acts were
exceptionally cruel. As is generally accepted today by
most in the community, sexual orientation is not a
choice people make but is a part of their make-up. The
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laws to criminalise gay people — gay men — struck at
the essence of their make-up. In many countries
homosexual acts continue to be criminal, but in recent
decades all Australian states have decriminalised, the
last being Tasmania, as late as 1997.
One of the great privileges of being a member of this
Parliament is being able to pick up on an idea and effect
change. A few years ago one of my constituents, Peter
de Groot, gave me a copy of Noel Tovey’s book Little
Black Bastard. I read of Noel’s life as an internationally
acclaimed dancer and actor and also of the traumatic,
tough aspects of his life, including being arrested,
charged and convicted under the buggery offence. He
was incarcerated in Pentridge for this crime.
Campaigns to expunge historical convictions have been
running in various countries, and in 2012 the
Conservative government in the UK passed legislation
for an expungement scheme. It seemed to me like a
very good idea, and it seemed like the right thing for
Victoria to do for people such as Noel Tovey. At first it
appeared that it would be simply a good symbolic
gesture to recognise that these laws were wrong, but
how wrong I was. When I tracked down Noel Tovey it
became apparent to me over the course of numerous
discussions and meetings that expunging his
convictions was not just a simple symbolic gesture.
Men such as Noel are living with convictions that have
an impact on their lives on a daily basis — things like
going for a job, travelling and police checks.
Perhaps even more insidious is the impact on the
mental health of a community in which suicide rates are
extraordinarily high compared to the rest of the
population. As Noel said in his moving speech on stage
following the Premier’s announcement at the
Midsumma Festival this year:
I can now die knowing that the government does not consider
me a criminal any more.

Noel is in the gallery today. I pay tribute to his bravery
in first writing about his convictions and then being
prepared to speak publicly about them. I know that each
time he tells his story to another person it takes a further
toll on him, as he is reminded of a life lived under this
profound injustice. Noel has had an amazing life full of
achievements in the arts. He has worked with people
such as Judy Garland and Vanessa Redgrave,
performing all over the world. As a gay Aboriginal man
who began life as a street kid in Melbourne, he has
achieved so much. Through his decision to stand up, he
has done a great thing for the gay community, in
particular the other men who carry convictions. Some
of them are also here in the chamber today, and they
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too have been instrumental in working to achieve this
reform by their bravery.
I pay tribute to Tom Anderson and Peter McEwan, who
are in the chamber today. They have all done a great
thing, not just for the gay community but for the whole
Victorian community, which over the course of the last
few years has collectively reflected on the injustice of
these discriminatory laws of the past that have so
impacted the lives of elderly gay men.
The campaign to decriminalise homosexual acts began
a long time ago. Back in the late 1970s it gathered a real
head of steam, and it was only around that time that
lobbying intensified to an extent where support came
from politicians and the wider community. As an aside,
I look forward to the Australian Lesbian and Gay
Archives setting up an exhibition in Queen’s Hall in the
first sitting week of the next Parliament to tell the story
of legislative reform in this state. One of the early
activists was Jamie Gardiner. He was instrumental in
the campaign to decriminalise, and he has continued to
fight for equality in the decades since. One of the lines
in a handbill that he put out in 1977 reads:
When legislation is passed the criminal records and sentences
for those convicted of offences which would cease to be
offences after the act is passed should be expunged.

Well, 37 years after this flyer was produced, I am so
pleased that Jamie Gardiner is in the chamber today to
see the passage of this bill.
It is important that a bill as sensitive as this does what it
needs to do in a thoughtful manner and in a way which
achieves what we want to achieve. While the idea of
expunging is simple, the execution and drafting of the
legislation has been very complex. Many issues have
required consideration. I pay tribute to the collaborative
approach shown by leaders within the lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender and intersex community, in
particular Anna Brown from the Human Rights Law
Centre, Corey Irlam from the Victorian Gay and
Lesbian Rights Lobby, Matt Dixon, formerly of the
Victorian AIDS Council, Paula Gerber, and of course
Jamie Gardiner. I acknowledge the work of these
people in helping to prepare an initial background paper
which assisted me and government in framing the
policy that has led to this bill.
We will be heading into uncharted waters with this bill,
and I expect there will be tweaking required once the
practical operation commences. A little over 2 hours
before debate began amendments were circulated.
Some of them appear minor, and others, such as the
posthumous scheme, represent a new tranche in the
proposed legislation. There has not been an opportunity
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for detailed advice from the department as to how the
amendments would work or whether they could result
in unintended consequences.
On the quick review that I have been able to do of the
amendments, it appears that there are issues which have
not been considered, such as what happens if family
members are in conflict as to whether or not there
should be an application for an expungement. I expect
that further consideration in detail will be required by
the government in relation to these proposed
amendments. But it is my hope, in good faith, that if
agreement to all these proposed amendments cannot be
achieved in this last sitting week of Parliament, that the
bill may pass, and that further tweaking may occur as
necessary in the course of the 58th Parliament.
In conclusion, I pay tribute to my colleagues in the
Liberal Party and The Nationals. Over the course of
some years I spoke to each of them individually about
this issue to gauge support for this legislation. The fact
that every one of them, individually and collectively,
offered their support shows that true liberalism in this
state is alive and well.
This legislation shows that the traditions and ideals of
the Victorian Liberal Party — of support for minorities
and giving a voice to all Victorians, as espoused by our
founder, Sir Robert Menzies — run deep. If this bill
passes we, as a Parliament, will be doing the right
thing. We will be fixing as best we can the mistakes of
people who sat in this chamber 150 years ago. I am
proud that we have as an Attorney-General someone
who, by his actions, has demonstrated that he will act to
address injustice in the law, and I am proud to be led by
a Premier who clearly governs for all Victorians.
Mr WYNNE (Richmond) — I rise to lend my voice
of support to the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and
intersex (LGBTI) community, as I have done on many
occasions in this house, to right a fundamental wrong
that has been done to a group of citizens in our
community.
I reflect on what has been an extraordinary journey of
reform that was led by the previous government and the
great reforming Attorney-General, Rob Hulls, whom I
had the honour of working with for four years as his
parliamentary secretary and then as a cabinet colleague
going forward. Today we attest to his extraordinary
work in righting fundamental injustices that have been
on the statute books of this state for many years that
people failed to properly recognise and that were
prejudicial to the LGBTI community. Those matters
have been washed away. However, that is not to say
that no further reform has to be done in this space.
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I stand here proudly as somebody who has worked
tirelessly with many people who are in this chamber
today. I am proud to say that many of them are both my
colleagues and friends. Many members of the LGBTI
advisory group that advised Rob Hulls are here today.
Jamie Gardiner is here today. He is an icon of the
LGBTI community and a great friend of mine. I
acknowledge him today. I also acknowledge Anna
Brown, who in a previous life was a key legal adviser
to Rob Hulls and steered through much of the
enormous tranche of legal reform that was one of the
great legacies of Rob Hulls, and Noel Tovey. Today is
Noel’s day, as it is for some other people who are with
us today and whom I will also talk about.
I will not elaborate on the reform in great detail, as my
colleagues the members for Albert Park and Prahran
have canvassed the broad scope of what it is about. It
echoes back to the Hamer government, which in 1980
decriminalised homosexual acts. It was a reform of a
Liberal government, led by Sir Rupert Hamer. I
recommend to people the book Dick Hamer — The
liberal Liberal by Tim Colebatch, which is an excellent
exposé of that government. There is no doubt that it
was a reforming government in a whole range of areas,
whether with this sort of reform or with reforms around
the environment and so forth, which I have spoken
about extensively in this house.
Nonetheless, this bill is righting a wrong. It is removing
a stain that has endured for many people who are in the
Parliament today. As we know, the bill creates a
scheme under which a person convicted of a historical
homosexual offence may apply to the Secretary of the
Department of Justice for the conviction to be
expunged. For the purposes of the bill, included in that
are offences where there were findings of guilt but no
conviction was recorded. As we know, historical
homosexual offences are defined broadly to include
sexual offences and public morality offences. The bill
does not target specific offences, as many different
offences have been used to criminalise homosexual
activity. The bill places the onus on the applicant to
show that the conviction ought to be expunged. Under
new section 105G inserted by the bill the secretary must
refuse an application unless satisfied that the offence is
a historical homosexual offence and that on the balance
of probabilities both of the following tests are satisfied:
(i)

the applicant would not have been charged with the
historical homosexual offence …

And:
(ii) that conduct, if engaged in by the applicant at the time of
making the application, would not constitute an offence
under the law of Victoria.
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If a person’s application is refused they have the right
to go to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal
(VCAT) and have the matter ventilated further there.
There are appropriate guidelines that guide the
Secretary of the Department of Justice in deliberating
on these matters, and if the secretary fails to agree with
an application the applicant can appeal to VCAT, and
that is important.

longstanding friend of mine — that we are
fundamentally righting a wrong that Peter has carried
since the age of 17. That is an unfair burden for
anybody to carry.

The member for Albert Park has circulated a number of
important amendments to the bill. I am pleased the
Premier is here in the chamber to listen to this
contribution, because we come to this debate taking a
bipartisan position about the issue. The opposition will
move a range of sensible amendments. I take on board
the comment by the member for Prahran that some of
these are straightforward and may be adopted —
hopefully — at the consideration-in-detail stage. No
doubt there will be an opportunity for officers of the
Department of Justice to look at some of these. We do
this absolutely in a spirit of goodwill and of ensuring
that we embrace as far as we possibly can the aim of
not only righting the historical wrong but addressing
what we believe are anomalies that ought to be part of
the broader conversation we want to have with the
LGBTI community about further amendments.

I was just utterly humiliated in front of absolutely everyone
and I had not a person I could talk to and I had no emotional
resources to be able to withstand it.

In doing some research for my contribution today I
came across some commentary on ABC News online.
The article is about a young man named Peter
McEwan. At the time of his offence and subsequent
conviction in 1967 Peter McEwan was a 17-year-old
boy. The article states:
Peter McEwan was convicted of homosexual offences in
1967 as a 17-year-old, after police found him in the bushes
with a 22-year-old man at a beach known to have been
frequented by gay men.

I was surprised to see this commentary. I had not seen it
before. I know Peter McEwan. I have known him for
20 years — 25 years, probably. Peter McEwan was my
chief of staff when I was the Lord Mayor of
Melbourne. Peter McEwan has had an extraordinary
and distinguished career in the public service as a senior
person — some would say an expert — in planning. In
the whole time I have known Peter we talked about
many issues and spoke in great detail about many
personal matters, but Peter never spoke to me about
this. I point him out for the chamber today to
acknowledge him and say that this reform is about Peter
and about Jamie. It is about many of the people here
today who have lived with what many would say is the
stain and the shame of being wrongfully targeted and
identified. Frankly, it is high time that we as a
Parliament stand and in a clear and unambiguous way
say to all of them — to Noel and to Peter, as a dear and

Finally, I say that the commentary in the article lends
weight to just how important these sorts of reforms are.
It quotes Peter as saying:

This was the sort of humiliation that Peter went through
in his early formative years, but he got through that and
has had an extraordinary career in the service of the
people. More importantly, he has been a person who
has stood unambiguously with the LGBTI community
for so long. Today I honour Peter, and I honour Noel.
We honour them because when members of Parliament
work together to address and resolve a fundamental
injustice in our community, we are a better and nobler
place. As a Parliament we say this is a time when Peter
and Noel can free themselves from the terrible and
unfair burden they have carried.
I welcome this legislation, and I welcome the spirit in
which this debate has occurred. I hope the government
may pick up some of the amendments we have
suggested.
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I rise to speak on the
Sentencing Amendment (Historical Homosexual
Convictions Expungement) Bill 2014. I strongly
support this bill, which will enable the expungement of
historical convictions for consensual homosexual acts
that would not be regarded as crimes today. This is a
bill that is overdue. It is a bill that rights wrongs by both
sides of politics. It is about fixing a problem that has
been around for too long. I acknowledge and thank all
those involved in bringing forward this legislation and
campaigning for it for many years. I acknowledge the
leaders of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and
intersex (GLBTI) community, and I particularly
acknowledge the member for Prahran for his leadership
and the way in which he has pursued this matter since
his election to Parliament.
In January this year I became the first Premier to attend
the very important Midsumma Festival and carnival,
and I was proud to be at that festival. At the time I said
this was a great event in the Victorian calendar, and I
am pleased to say that we as a government have
supported the Midsumma Festival by increasing
government sponsorship to $50 000 per year for the
next three years.
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Midsumma, which was first held in 1988, is now one of
the top five GLBTI cultural and arts festivals anywhere
in the world. Our state is very pleased that we host such
a fantastic festival which demonstrates and celebrates
the rich diversity of life in Victoria. I again congratulate
all those involved in the Midsumma Festival, a festival
that adds value to the quality of our life in Melbourne
and elsewhere in Victoria.

employment and travel as well as the stain on their
characters, the psychological effects and the effects on
people who know they have a conviction on their
record. They were convictions that should never have
appeared there, and it is about time they were
expunged. No Victorian — no person — should be
subjected to unjust discrimination on account of their
sexuality.

This year’s Midsumma Festival was also important for
a bigger reason. It was there that I announced that the
government would introduce the important reform in
the bill before the house today. We announced that we
would be introducing legislation to provide for the
expungement of historical convictions. I thank the
Attorney-General for going through the details of the
bill with his department to make sure we get this
legislation right.

The reforms this bill introduces will allow people who
have been convicted of offences such as buggery, gross
indecency or behaving in an indecent or offensive
manner by engaging in a consensual act of a
homosexual nature to apply to have their conviction
expunged. Once a conviction is expunged, the person
must be treated as if the conviction never occurred, and
that is because those acts should never have been
treated as crimes in the first place.

I understand that the opposition has proposed some
amendments. We will certainly give those amendments
full and proper consideration, but what we want is for
this important and historic legislation that generally
rights wrongs and is important to people directly
affected by it to be passed by Parliament this week. I
am pleased that we as a government are taking this
historic and important step.

We need to correct that wrong, expunge those
convictions and allow the people who have been
affected to be free of their convictions and free of the
historical record so that they have at least some degree
of their life living free of convictions that should never
have been on their record. They will not be required to
disclose a conviction for any purpose, and they will be
able to swear under oath that they do not have a
conviction for an expunged offence. This is important,
positive legislation for Victoria. It is the right legislation
for Victoria. It will right a wrong for affected people,
and it is about time that wrong was righted.

The Hamer Liberal government took the very
significant step of decriminalising homosexual acts
between consenting adults in Victoria in 1981. Today,
some 33 years later, we are taking another historic step
in making provisions for the expungement of historical
convictions. Some may say it has taken too long, and I
would agree with them. Some may say we should have
done this earlier, both as a Parliament and a Victorian
community, and I would agree with them. But that does
not alter the fact that it has taken this government and
the leadership of the member for Prahran to get to this
point and to get this bill before the Parliament.
Some in our community have suffered and still suffer
the consequences of historical convictions for
consensual acts that are rightly not regarded as crimes
today. There have been serious views expressed, with
which I agree, that they should never have been
regarded as crimes. However, at the time they were
regarded as crimes. That changed in 1981, and we are
now completing the task by providing for the
expungement of those historical convictions.
It is now accepted that consensual sexual acts between
adult men should never have been a crime. These
historical convictions have caused ongoing harm and
hurt to those who were prosecuted and have led to
significant personal difficulties, particularly in regard to

I again acknowledge the enormous amount of work
done by the leaders of the GLBTI community,
particularly the male homosexual community, who
have been firm, positive advocates for this change.
They have advocated in an appropriate and considered
way. Tragically their voices were not heard for many
years, but I can tell them now that in this Parliament
today their voices are being heard. This legislation has
come about because of their work and because of the
work of the member for Prahran, who has listened to
their voices and brought the coalition government to the
point of introducing this legislation to the Parliament.
I welcome the bipartisan support for this legislation.
This legislation is right, it is overdue and it will write a
longstanding wrong. I congratulate all those involved
and acknowledge particularly the work of the
Attorney-General in driving this change. This is a day
on which the Parliament can be proud of doing
something for the good of the whole community, fixing
something that should have been fixed a long time ago,
righting a wrong and making sure that people who have
convictions on their record are able to have them
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expunged and can live an appropriate life in our great
community in Melbourne and in Victoria.
Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst) — It gives me great
pleasure to rise to speak on the Sentencing Amendment
(Historical Homosexual Convictions Expungement)
Bill 2014. In response to the comments of the Premier I
indicate that, whilst the opposition is seeking
amendments to the bill, the opposition will support the
bill. It is our hope that the amendments will be accepted
by the government, and we certainly intend to press
those amendments, but we will facilitate the passage of
this bill both in this chamber and in the Legislative
Council so that it can pass into law this week.
This is, as many speakers have already indicated, the
righting of a historic wrong. There is no truer statement
than that the offences that will be capable of
expungement as a consequence of the passage of this
bill should never have been offences. It is appallingly
unjust that gay men and women, but gay men in
particular, through their youth in years gone by, in
addition to having to struggle with all the
consequences, which were far greater than I think they
are today — and we know the statistics about
depression, suicide and mental health issues in relation
to young gay people, many of whom had to hide their
sexuality from their parents, from their friends and from
their families and had to struggle with their own
identity — had hanging over their heads the reality that
they had, and have to this day, a criminal conviction.
The fact that we as a Parliament are able to come
together today to right that wrong should be a matter of
pride for us but, more importantly, a matter of pride for
those members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex (LGBTI) community who
have fought so hard and struggled for so long to have
this change brought into law.

Tuesday, 14 October 2014

Jamie consider him to be the conscience of our party.
He has worked not just with me but with many others
for a very long time, not just in this field but in the area
of law reform more generally. You would struggle to
meet a more decent and deeply moral person. Jamie is
one of those great people you meet in life’s travels, and
in politics it is always refreshing to have that kind of
compass to lead you to the right outcomes. I have also
worked with people like Anna Brown and been on
round tables with people like Corey Irlam, all of whom
have impressed upon me and our party the importance
of reform in this area. I pay tribute to them as well.
I do not want to leave anybody out. In our party the
LGBTI policy committee, Rainbow Labor and other
round table groups have worked hard to have these
changes at the forefront of our consciousness, and it is
so pleasing to be here today to see them brought to
fruition. I pay tribute to Rob Hulls, who as
Attorney-General made important strides in this regard.
Whilst I do not seek to in any way downplay the
contributions of government members, the fact is that
government members have had their contributions
recognised by others. I want to recognise the
contributions of members on this side of the house who
have worked tirelessly on this matter for a long time.
To my right sits the member for Richmond, who has
made this cause a passion of his for his entire time in
public life. The member for Albert Park, since he took
on the portfolio responsibilities he has but also as a
local member of Parliament, has likewise treated this
issue with absolutely passionate commitment.
Sometimes members in the other place are out of sight
and out of mind for us, but Ms Pulford, a member for
Western Victoria Region, who has been our party’s
representative on the LGBTI policy committee, has
been an absolutely shining beacon in her commitment
to reform in this area and has worked extraordinarily
closely with Jamie Gardiner for the last four years. I
pay tribute to her as well.

Like many previous speakers, I will pay tribute to many
individuals. It is worth acknowledging in a bipartisan
way the job done by Sir Rupert Hamer and his
government back in 1980, when these crimes were
removed from the criminal law. That was an important
step, and in many respects what we are doing today is a
continuation of that work. However, I also want to pay
tribute to the many individuals I have met along the
way in the eight years I have been in Parliament,
particularly in the last four years whilst I have been the
shadow Attorney-General, who have brought these
matters to my attention and who have prosecuted their
arguments with such vigour, with such passion and so
persuasively.

The bill makes some important changes, and the
member for Albert Park and the member for Prahran
have both detailed those changes, and they are detailed
in the second-reading speech. However, it is important
that the house recognises that we still have a way to go
to true equality for the LGBTI community. The
member for Albert Park has circulated amendments,
which have regard to posthumous expunging, and we
are hopeful the government will accept the amendments
so that the bill can be passed through both houses in a
truly bipartisan way.

First and foremost amongst those people is Jamie
Gardiner. In many respects, those of us who know

I note the comments of the Premier when he said that
the expungement means that these historical
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convictions must be treated as if they never happened.
For that to be the case, we have proposed the other
amendment, which relates to the Equal Opportunity Act
2012 and the fact that no-one should be able to be
discriminated against as a consequence of an expunged
historical conviction. This amendment needs to be
made part of this bill as well. Even if this bill passes
with those amendments, there are still more reforms
that need to occur to bring our LGBTI community onto
an equal footing with those of us who are not members
of that community.
I have spoken in the Legislative Council, when I was a
member there, of my commitment to and my support of
marriage equality. That is a matter which must not be
forgotten and must not be disregarded. It is a matter for
the commonwealth at first instance, but there is a role
for the states to play. It is something that we should not
forget, and this Parliament should not wash its hands of.
There is still a matter of adoption, and more specifically
or in particular known-parent adoption, which is a
matter that is supported in our party’s platform and
which many members of the LGBTI community have
come to me about. In fact, one of my dearest friends has
been in a relationship where she and her partner of
almost a decade have raised a daughter together. In
those circumstances, for her partner not to be able to be
recognised as a parent of that child I think is an
injustice that ought to be rectified.
Of course in regard to the Equal Opportunity Act itself,
the Labor Party has made it clear that the changes that
occurred to that act in 2011 will be remedied, will be
unwound, if we are successful on 29 November. This
bill is an important bill and the expungement of these
convictions is an important step, but if we are to bring
our LGBTI community into a position of true equality,
then there is much more work that needs to be done.
Ms KANIS (Melbourne) — It is my great pleasure
to rise in support of the Sentencing Amendment
(Historical Homosexual Convictions Expungement)
Bill 2014. It is great to see bipartisan support for the
bill, and Labor will support the bill but will also be
proposing some amendments.
I have been fortunate in my time in public life to have
had a number of responsibilities in relation to the
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer
(LGBTIQ) community. In the time when I was a
councillor at the City of Melbourne, the city was a
sponsor and supporter of Midsumma Festival. In that
role I spoke at the opening of the festival on a number
of occasions. In January 2012 I did just that — and that
year I had a four-month-old baby with me. I was just
returning to public duties, and so I took him with me to

3527

Midsumma, as I had taken him to a number of public
events. As four-month-olds often are, my
four-month-old was quite attached to me. When it came
my turn to speak at the festival opening and to welcome
the attendees, I did it with my four-month-old in my
arms. I did not think anything of it. That act of speaking
at the Midsumma Festival with my son in my arms was
reported in the Age, which I was bemused by, but that
was just what happened. One thing I was not ready for
was the abuse that I received via email that day for
having had my son at that festival. I was a little bit
taken aback by that. When I look at the legislation that
we have in front of us, I think that my experience of
being taken aback can be nothing compared to the
experience of those men who have had to live with
these convictions for much of their lives. I think this
legislation is very much needed.
I was surprised to see that it was only in 1981 that the
legislation to decriminalise consensual homosexual acts
was passed. It was about time that that happened, and
indeed it is a shame that it has taken so long for the
government to find a way to legislate to expunge these
convictions. I reflect on some of the work I have been
doing in my own electorate. I was recently at the
opening of Queerspace, which is a place in Carlton
where young LGBTIQ people can go to get support and
guidance. I think it is still an area where within our
community unfortunately young people who are
exploring and coming to understand their sexuality face
a lot of discrimination and concerns. Some may
experience some shame almost about who they are.
It is a great move that has been made by the Labor
opposition to have a shadow spokesperson for equality,
because that recognises not only the great steps that we
have made in relation to equality in Victoria but also
that there is still a lot more to be done. I think of
bullying in schools, and the real issue around young
people being bullied about their sexuality. I think about
the workplace and I think about the strange
amendments to equal opportunity legislation made by
this government which allowed for discrimination on
the basis of sexuality. I think about the challenges we
still face in aged care and how people can be looked
after in a way that is socially and culturally appropriate
to their needs as they age.
We welcome the bill before us. We welcome a scheme
where a person who was convicted of a historical
homosexual offence can apply to have that conviction
expunged. It is important for people who were
convicted of those offences because those convictions
prevent people from participating in the community in
the fullest possible way. Today we heard about some
examples where, because of these convictions, people
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were prevented from getting working with children
checks and being able to volunteer in areas where they
wanted to volunteer. It is good to see that these offences
will be expunged from their records and that there will
be no need at all to disclose them even if they are asked
about it under oath, and that is a very important thing.

interesting that the then Attorney-General, Haddon
Storey, described consensual homosexual acts as
follows:

Labor supports these changes, and it will continue to
work to put things right for people who continue to
suffer as a result of outdated and discriminatory laws.
We will not rest in seeking to make this bill better.
Some things still need to be done. One amendment we
are proposing is in relation to posthumous
expungement applications, allowing for them to be
made by convicted men’s partners and families or their
legal representatives. This would go a long way in
ensuring that people’s memories and the things that
they leave behind truly reflect who they were. We are
also seeking an amendment to the Equal Opportunity
Act 2010 to make it unlawful to discriminate against a
person on the basis of that person having an expunged
conviction. That is a really important amendment
because as we know that unfortunately there is still a lot
of discrimination within our community towards the
LGBTIQ community.

It was not as if we were embracing people’s ability to
choose how they lived their lives and who they loved. I
grew up in Warrnambool and as a little girl I remember
reading the court reports in the local paper and saying,
‘Dad, what is buggery? Isn’t that what you tell people
when you say, “Go to”?’. There are many other things
like that that should never have been on the statute
books. I am glad we have moved on, but there are many
people older than me who would have been damaged
because they were prosecuted for who they loved.

The advances in this bill have been made because of the
hard work of a number of people on both sides of
politics, and I acknowledge their work. I also
acknowledge the people I have come into contact with
through various lobby groups, in particular Rainbow
Labor. They have been great supporters and have
helped the Labor Party to develop its own policy in this
regard. There are a number of people in the gallery
today for whom this is a very important moment, and I
would like to acknowledge their hard work in this area.

The government does not condone such acts, much less
regard them as acceptable. The bill similarly sets out the
limits of the criminal law …

As I have said in this place before, I have two sons of
whom I am enormously proud. I was still at school
when homosexual acts were decriminalised, but I often
think what it would have been like for my son Blake,
who was born in 1982, if that had not happened.
Despite living in a broader, accepting community, he
tells me — and he does not talk about it a whole lot
even though he is very much loved and supported by
his community and his family — that he suffered
discrimination and that it has not always been easy for
him. He said to me, ‘Mum, I don’t want you to
worry’ — he was about 13 or 14 — ‘but we need to
talk. I know it could be a stage I’m going through, but I
think I might be gay. It could be something that will
change’. I remember saying to him, ‘Please don’t be so
mature. Just be who you are’.

In the last days of this Parliament I hope we can work
together to ensure this bill has a speedy passage through
both houses of the Parliament. While I support this bill
I say there is still a lot more that needs to be done in our
community in relation to discrimination against and
harassment of the LGBTIQ community. It is important
that we do not rest on our laurels and that in particular
we look after young people, who sometimes face quite
difficult times when they are discovering and exploring
their own sexuality.

Despite having a loving and supportive family in
relation to his sexuality, when he went to school — we
then lived closer, in inner Melbourne — he did not have
a great time of it. When he started in year 7 he had long
blond hair. Before he started high school I said,
‘Darling, do you think you might want to get a
haircut?’. He said, ‘Mum, you’ve always said I could
express who I am. Why would I want to do that and
look like everyone else?’. Within about five or six
weeks he was begging me to take him for a haircut
because of the jibes and the bullying he was getting
because he had long hair.

Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — It gives me great
pleasure to join the debate on the Sentencing
Amendment (Historical Homosexual Convictions
Expungement) Bill 2014. Fundamentally this bill is the
right thing to do. I was still at school when the Hamer
government enacted legislation to decriminalise
consensual homosexual acts as part of a general
modernisation of sexual offences at that time. It was

He went to Northcote High School, which had then
been co-ed for only about six years. It was still terribly
dominated by males, and it was not just young females
who were bullied but anyone who seemed to be a bit
different. Blake really suffered because of that, but he
still thrived, and I was really proud to see that he took a
leadership role in being a peer support person. He was
trained so that he could talk to other young people
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about what their issues might be, whether sexual or
otherwise. As an adult he has worked at that high
school, and he said, ‘Mum, you wouldn’t believe it. It’s
chalk and cheese’. They have even had a couple of gay
principals and many openly gay staff. These changes
are really quite recent, but it is important for this
Parliament to right the wrongs of the past.
I love hearing former Justice Michael Kirby speak
publicly. I had the privilege of hearing him speak over a
lunch last year at the Hilton on the Park. It is quite
remarkable to hear him talk about his experiences and
how he was raised. I think it was an International
Women’s Day event, so he was talking about the
influence of women in his life. When you think about
the enormous impact that someone like Michael Kirby
has had on this community, to have had him potentially
found guilty of a crime and sentenced for his sexuality
means that we would not have had him make a
contribution in the way he has.
I am really proud to have been an active member and
supporter of Rainbow Labor, along with many friends
who have worked in a policy sense and in a very active
sense on achieving real changes within our party to
recognise marriage equality and also over many years
on policy that has gone to various elections. I am really
proud to be on this side of the house, where we have a
spokesperson on these matters. Every party should have
a spokesperson on gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender,
intersex and queer (GLBTIQ) matters, and I commend
the member for Albert Park for the work he has done in
relation to this bill and in relation to regularly
consulting with GLBTIQ communities.
I am proud to be a member of a party that has a number
of openly gay candidates going to this election,
including Neil Pharaoh in the seat of Prahran, Stephen
Dimopoulos in the seat of Oakleigh and Harriet Shing
in Eastern Victoria Region in the upper house. This
legislature and both houses will be the better for having
those people as members, and I wish them well on the
campaign trail. Along with the member for Albert Park
I commend a number of other members in this place
who have worked particularly hard in relation to these
matters, being the member for Richmond, the member
for Brunswick and numerous others. There are many in
the gallery today I would like to commend for their
advocacy and leadership in relation to helping GLBTIQ
people take their rightful place in the community. A
very important part of that is expunging these
convictions.
I return to what it was like for me as a little girl. I
remember being in high school when homosexuality
was decriminalised. Haddon Storey, who was then
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Attorney-General, was not a bad man. He was a
creature of his time. He was actually a good member of
Parliament and I liked him a lot, but he was still not at
the point of embracing the ability of gay people to live
in the same way the rest of us do. It makes me sad that
a number of people who are still in this place on the
other side of Parliament have made similar comments
over time, and I hope they will examine their
consciences and change, as the community has done
more broadly.
I was delighted in my electorate of Yan Yean when the
Herald Sun and the Channel 7 Sunrise program did a
program on my family — on my gay son and my
straight son. A number of people in my community
came up to me and said it was fantastic that a member
of Parliament stands for something. These were
tradespeople, teachers, shopkeepers, teenagers and
retirees. Our community has come an enormously long
way. I know that often the media and others will sell
people short in regional areas and the outer suburbs, but
I am absolutely delighted to represent the electorate of
Yan Yean — a young electorate that embraces the right
of GLBTIQ people to be able to live freely and be
active members of the community. I know they will
support me in wishing this bill a speedy passage.
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — I am
very pleased to rise in support of the Sentencing
Amendment (Historical Homosexual Convictions
Expungement) Bill 2014. I do not want to take much of
the time of the house, but I want to put on the record
my strong support for these arrangements and also to
speak in support of the amendments that have been
moved and extensively canvassed by the member for
Albert Park, whom I am honoured to have serve in my
shadow cabinet with responsibility for many critical
matters, not the least of which — and in some respects
the most important of which — are these issues of
equity, diversity and dignity. I commend him for the
work he does each and every day and for the role he has
played in the development of our amendments to this
important bill.
I have been in this place for 12 years, and I make the
point to those who have been here for less time than
that — and I am sure I will be confirmed in my view by
those who have been here longer — that every now and
then, perhaps too rarely, we in this great chamber and
this great Parliament get an opportunity to right a
wrong. We get to do the right thing, to do the decent
thing, to do the fair thing and to say to every single
Victorian that it is never right for you to feel that you do
not belong. It is never right or acceptable or tolerable
for you to feel that simply by being who you are, you
are doing something wrong or are not part of a society

SENTENCING AMENDMENT (HISTORICAL HOMOSEXUAL CONVICTIONS EXPUNGEMENT) BILL 2014
3530

ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 14 October 2014

or community where equality means everything — and
equality is not negotiable. Every Victorian should have
the confidence, the protection and the backing to make
sure they never feel that just by being themselves they
are not a whole person or not a fully-fledged, legitimate
member of the Victorian community.

confidence to be just who you are and know that you
have the protection of Victorian law and the Victorian
community in doing so. Anna has played a great role
and continues to do so. In some ways that does not do
justice to a much longer list of people who have been
strong campaigners for this reform.

Equality is not just a word, it is not just a concept — for
so many in our community equality is everything. The
pursuit of equality is something that staggers me
sometimes when I witness the determination,
compassion and consistency of so many people in our
Victorian community and more broadly, and the way in
which people are tireless campaigners for equality and
the elusive statements that we are all equal and we are
all valued, and that every Victorian has an inalienable
right to feel that being who they are is good enough and
being who they are is fine by the rest of us, by
everybody, by our institutions, our criminal code and
our law. That is a special thing.

I am very pleased to be able to support this bill. There is
a long record of reform in this area, and I am proud to
have been a senior member in a government that had a
proud record of reform in this area. There is always
more to do and this is the next step. It is the right thing
to do, and I am pleased and proud to support it, as is
every member of this house. Certainly every member of
the parliamentary Labor Party has some pride today in
supporting these arrangements, righting a wrong and
hopefully starting from scratch to be really clear with
people that equality is not a negotiable thing. Equality
is critically important, and our statutes need to reflect
that.

It is a special thing that we sometimes get an
opportunity to right a wrong, to make a really positive
statement about the future, but the confidence to be just
who you are, nothing more and nothing less, is
something that we should never take for granted. The
protection to be who you are, nothing more and nothing
less, is not something we should ever take for granted.
It is important to restate the protection and the
framework that says you can love whomever you want
to love and that is fine by us. Today, in moving to right
a wrong, we make that case very clearly. I hope that
those members who have been here perhaps less time
than I have will savour this debate because it is not
often that we get an opportunity to do something as
significant as this. Those members who have been here
longer than me will hopefully agree when I say that this
is a special day.

Having said that, I cannot help but make a couple of
comments about the Equal Opportunity Act 2010,
because there are some wrongs that need to be righted
in that. When the bill was introduced we did not vote
once against it because we felt like it; we voted against
it once and then again, and then defeated the bill, only
to have it recycled back through this Parliament. There
are some significant wrongs that need to be righted in
that act, and we intend to do that at a future point if we
are given the opportunity to do so — if the people of
this great state put their trust and their confidence in us
at the election on 29 November. I make no apology for
being consistent. We had an agreement, we had a
framework and we had a much better set of legislative
arrangements, and that was changed. I do not think that
made our state fairer. I do not think that made our state
more decent. I do not think that saying to employers, no
matter who they are or what institution they come from,
that we will make it easier for them to discriminate
against anyone for any reason or no reason is the sort of
equality that we as a Parliament and that we as a
community should settle for.

I single out Jamie Gardiner and Noel Tovey, and there
are many others who have been tireless campaigners for
this law reform — this is not change, it is reform, and
that is something we should be very clear about — to
take away the stain from so many people, their partners,
their loved ones and their kids and families. There are
so many who were connected with people who have
carried a stain for something that was never a crime,
should never have been a crime and is not a crime. To
put that right is very important, it is significant, and
those who have campaigned long and hard for this
justice, if you like, are too many to single out, but the
two names I have mentioned are leaders in the field.
I also pay tribute to Anna Brown, who worked closely
with the former government and is a great champion of
the equality that I have spoken about, and the

I am singling out as one of those special occasions
when all too infrequently we get to right a wrong and
do the right thing that perhaps there will be a day in the
next Parliament when we can deal with the worst
elements of those changes that were made to the Equal
Opportunity Act just a couple of years ago. That will be
a special day, but that is a debate for another time. I
could not let this opportunity pass without reconfirming
our commitment to reversing those changes and making
sure that we do not say to every Victorian employer
that it is okay to discriminate against anybody, at any
time for any reason or no reason. That is not the
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Victoria that I am proud of, and it is not the Victoria
that my colleagues or I will settle for.
I make one final comment on the amendments that have
been put forward. We think the posthumous issue can
be dealt with, and there may be occasions when, if you
are really serious about removing the stain, the stigma
and the terrible burden that so many people have
carried for such a long period of time, then doing the
right thing is sometimes about having some important
legal remedy, such as removing or expunging a
criminal record from someone. For them to know that
and feel fulfilled by the statement that they have not
committed a crime might also be relevant to many
families and people across the community to provide
that remedy after a person has passed away. They may
not be here to enjoy or experience that fulfilment or the
equality that I and many others have talked about in this
debate, but it is about healing and about saying that we
got it wrong. It is about saying that these ought never to
have been considered criminal acts. They were not at
the time and they are not now, and we will right this
historical wrong. I hope the issue of expunging records
posthumously is one that the government takes
seriously and considers, and perhaps we can come to
some agreement and the chamber can make a good bill
even better.
There are many other amendments, and I will not go
through all of them, but I put on the record our strong
support and my strong support for fixing this, putting it
right and making the statement that equality is not
negotiable — it is for everyone, everywhere, every
time. I commend the bill to the house.
Ms THOMSON (Footscray) — I rise to support the
Sentencing Amendment (Historical Homosexual
Convictions Expungement) Bill 2014 and the
amendments, and I am pleased to follow the leader of
the Labor Party in speaking on this bill. Equality does
not mean ‘the same’. Equality does not mean we all
have to think alike, act alike, follow the same beliefs
and follow the same football club. It means you are
equal and your differences are acknowledged. That is
what is so beautiful about the human race — that is, we
are able to be so different and are all unique in whatever
shape or form that takes. It will be a great day in this
Parliament and in the society we live in when we judge
people for what they bring to the community and not
for their race or religion, when we do not make those
judgements based on race, religion or sexual
preference. The day we judge people as individuals will
be a very great day indeed, when we come to the table
with no preconceived notions and judge the person for
who they are.
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This Parliament is filled with people who come from
many very different backgrounds, whether it be about
their sexuality, religion, race or background. Whether it
be about being working class or having come from
wealth, it does not matter. At the end of the day, the
person matters. What they do and contribute to this
society is what matters. To think there are people out
there who have a stain on their reputation for something
that is no longer illegal and should never have been
illegal in the first place, and then to have taken this long
to get to this point is this Parliament’s shame. That it
has taken so long to expunge these convictions from the
record is the Parliament’s shame.
I have been in this place long enough to know that we
have brought in a great raft of reforms in relation to the
recognition of same-sex rights — as far as we could
take it in Victoria. If we were still in government we
would have done more. There are a lot of people in the
Labor Party who have worked hard and tirelessly on
these issues with the community to ensure we get it
right and make sure that they are equal contributors in
this community and are seen as equals.
I want to talk a little bit about how my kids, who are
young adults, see this issue because I think this is really
telling. They do not judge their friends by their
sexuality. I would not even know whether their friends
were gay, straight, or whatever it might be. They are
their friends. I do not know. They do not care, and I do
not care. I hope that is the attitude those of older
generations will take too — learn from your children,
who do not judge. For those who have kids in schools
with gay parents, they are not judged any more as being
different. They are now just seen as parents, and this is
a great result. We have to take these stigmas away; they
are no longer valid. They were never valid, and we
need to remove them. I hope it is of benefit to those out
there who have been charged with homosexual offences
to know that the community has finally come of age,
that this Parliament has come of age, to recognise that
we need to expunge these convictions from the record.
People need to be able to know for their children’s
sake, for their friends’ sake, for their relatives’ sake,
that they are not criminals. It is their right to choose
who they love irrespective of their sexuality.
Irrespective of the relationships they make in life, they
need to be judged as individuals.
For the Labor Party this bill does not go far enough, and
we have heard other speakers talk about the
amendments that need to be placed on the statute book.
I hope the government will look at those seriously and
in this last week of Parliament choose to embrace them
because it is the right thing to do. Let us put politics
aside; let us do the right thing.
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One thing I want to mention is the apology. The notion
that we need to say we have taken too long to get to this
point is very important. I note that the Labor Party has
given a commitment that under an Andrews
government we would issue a formal apology to people
who were convicted of homosexual offences under the
Sentencing Act 1991. That is an important thing to do
because it has taken too long to get here. The issue of a
posthumous apology is also important. Again, because
we have taken so long to get here, we need to ensure
that the families of those men are able to hold their
heads up high and know that their relatives did
absolutely nothing wrong. The state did them a
disservice, and it has taken too long to recognise this.
As a community we are very quick to judge people who
are different. We judge people on the colour of their
skin and on their religion. We make judgements about a
whole range of things based on ignorance. They are not
things we know or really understand, and the more you
interact with these people the more you understand.
What is so great about our multicultural society is that
we encourage people to know and understand people of
different cultures. It is important for our community to
understand that the way we approach those who are
different, who do not meet the majority of practices,
whatever they might be — whether it be a minority
religion, whether it be a sexual preference, whether it be
being transgender or whatever it might be — it does not
mean they are not persons of merit. On the contrary, it
is so important that we as individuals extend our
preparedness to judge people by the person they are and
to take all those incidentals away because ultimately it
is about our humanity. These are the things that bind us.
We should judge people by their humanity, not on our
prejudices that may have been instilled in us.
For me this is an important piece of legislation. It does
not go far enough, but it is an important piece of
legislation because it says the state got it wrong, and we
are finally getting around to fixing it. It says that people
who are in consensual relationships as adults have a
right to be that without the state determining whether it
is in fact legal or illegal. I have to tell the house that in
this day and time a loving relationship, is a wonderful
thing, and I do not care what form it takes. If you are
fortunate enough to find yourself in a loving
relationship it is precious. It does not matter if it is a
man with a man, a woman with a woman or a man with
a woman: whatever it is, it is precious. I think as a state
we should recognise that loving relationships are the
things that are important, not whom they are with. So
long as relationships are consensual and respectful, then
it does not matter.
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We have spoken so much in this place about family
violence and the things that divide communities. These
things need to be addressed and dealt with, and that
reinforces the importance of loving and respectful
relationships, because we know that family violence
can be between anyone. It can be inflicted against a
wife by a husband, against older parents or against
children. Whichever way you look at it, it is a blight on
our society, so why are we damning communities and
people who just want to find and be a part of a loving
relationship? It is great to see that we have moved from
this. It is great to see that we are finally realising that
we have a responsibility as legislators to clean the
books and to remove the blight and stain that was on
members of the homosexual community.
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — I rise to speak in
support of the Sentencing Amendment (Historical
Homosexual Convictions Expungement) Bill 2014.
Many people on this side of the chamber have been
very keen to speak on the bill. Many have said before
me that this has been a long time coming, and it is hard
to understand why it has taken so long. We looked at
spent sentences many years ago, and there has
obviously been a lot of discussion around this subject.
The Victorian Law Reform Commission has previously
looked at it, as have a number other of other bodies,
including the Human Rights Law Centre. I pay tribute
to all of the groups that have contributed and that have
continued to push for this legislation for a very long
time.
I am very pleased that in my last week in the
Parliament, even though there are a number of bills on
the list which are still to be debated and which will not
be debated in the last sitting week of this session, this is
one of the three bills that will be passed in this sitting
week. I am pleased that probably the last bill that I will
speak on in this chamber is this particular bill. It is
reminds me a lot of how it felt — although we are not
quite as tired — when we were debating the adoption
law reform bill some years ago. I remember many
people saying to me, ‘But when was the last time a
doctor, patient or anyone was charged?’ under the
crimes provisions that we were removing from the
statute books. They said in many ways that removing it
from the Crimes Act was symbolic. But it was historic
as well as symbolic. It is also meaningful to do so; it is
not just about symbolism.
If someone has a criminal record, that stays with them
sometimes for their whole life. This sort of act was not
made legal until 1981. As other members have said, it
is surprising how late that occurred. Increasingly now
with things like working with children checks people
are having to apply for their criminal record checks. I
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remember when some of those working with children
changes were first made that a number of community
people who might have been involved in activities such
as running the local tennis club had get their records
checked. Possibly out of fear that previous crimes
would come out and be known to members of the
community, many people were either reluctant to
volunteer or would just never bother to apply at all.
These days there is a greater focus on criminal
convictions and also a greater chance, because of these
other changes, that some someone’s prior convictions
that may be years or decades old may come to the fore.
I am sure the fear of that has been of concern and has
probably helped push this legislation on a little more as
well. Even those who may never have feared their
convictions would come out anywhere would still be
carrying the feeling that their actions, which were
between two consenting adults, were seen then as a
crime and that a crime would still be recorded against
their name. That would have implications for them,
including the fear of people knowing about it. It may
also have consequences in areas that we might not even
think about, such as overseas travel.
I have had a number of friends who have had very
minor convictions, some for this sort of activity but
some also for other minor offences that they had
committed as a child or young adult, and those
convictions still hang over their heads. There is no
doubt that these sorts of convictions do play a role in
people’s adult lives. In those days these sorts of
activities were called gross indecency and other such
names. It is hard to believe that they ever existed. As
many others have said, these actions were never crimes
and should never have been considered as such, but in
those days they were regarded as crimes. When we
look back at many things in the past we wonder how
we ever got to thinking that way about things, but that
was the way it was in those days. We were an
incredibly closed community. We can just thank god
that we have moved on in many ways from the sort of
thinking that existed particularly in the 1940s, 1950s,
1960s and 1970s. Many politicians were railing against
such actions. Probably many people got elected on a
platform of calling for such convictions for some of
these actions. It is dreadful to think that people have
made their political careers on such a platform. I can
think of some examples, particularly in America, of
high-profile cases of people who made political careers
out of really trying to and in fact many times destroying
the lives of other people because they did not share
their preferences or their view of the world.
This is a very good situation. I am proud to stand here
today and speak in support of this bill that seeks to
redress some of those things. As I have said many times
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in this place when I have spoken on justice bills, the
role of the courts and the legal system is always
evolving, and a lot of what we do in this place is about
amending existing legislation to see some of that
evolution occur. In my 15 years in this place I have
spoken on many justice bills and have been pleased to
speak in support of many of them. From memory, most
or all of them were about trying to make people’s lives
a little easier and better.
I hope this bill is part of that agenda. I am pleased that it
has been introduced by the government, and the
opposition is very proud to support it. In our time in
government we made many improvements to bring our
legal system up to date to recognise changes in our
society and changes in people’s views of the world and
of what is appropriate for consenting adults to do in the
privacy of their own home — or not in the privacy of
their own home.
I remember there was a little park near our home when
I was growing up. This was back in the 1960s and
1970s, and obviously some of the clubs where gay men
and women now meet and socialise were not around.
Certainly a lot of younger people would meet in that
park. There was a lot of patrolling of the park and there
was constant harassment by police. I am sure many
people were charged because of activities that possibly
occurred in that park, and younger people would have
been familiar with some of the more hideous
homophobic aspects of our community as these were
out in full force in those days.
While many things have changed in terms of people’s
behaviour and people’s views, the law is often a little
slow to catch up with the opinions and practices that are
now openly accepted in our community. We could all
stand up and announce that, dare I say, some of our best
friends are gay. We often stand up in this place to say
similar things but it is true that most of us would see the
benefit of this bill. It has been a long time coming. I am
very pleased to see this historical reform brought in
during my last week in Parliament, and I am very
pleased to support it. Labor is proposing a number of
amendments and I hope the government sees fit to
adopt them.
With those few words I commend the bill to the house
and wish it a very speedy passage. I hope that many
people’s lives will be, if not radically changed, given a
greater sense of purpose. It has been a long and
hard-fought campaign, and I congratulate all those
people who have been part of this legislation today.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) — I am pleased to
join with all the others in this place to speak in support
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of the Sentencing Amendment (Historical Homosexual
Convictions Expungement) Bill 2014. I am indeed
pleased the bill is before us in the last sitting week of
this session of Parliament, particularly because across
the chamber we speak very much in unison in support
of this bill, and I am pleased that we have got to this
point. What has pervaded the discussion on this bill is a
sentiment from both sides of the chamber that such
convictions should never have been possible and should
never have occurred, and what better way to punctuate
those comments than to fully embrace the bill that is
before us?
I am also pleased because in February 2013 Labor
announced its commitment to do just this — that is, to
expunge homosexual convictions — and time has
elapsed to the point now where both sides equally
support the bill and we have the opportunity to make
good on such a commitment. Certainly Labor has
always believed these acts that were once considered
offences should never have been considered or treated
as crimes. This bill attempts to make right a terrible
wrong that existed up until some 35 years ago. Whilst
35 years can seem a long time in people’s memories, it
is not a long time, considering the many progressive
changes that have happened in society. Yet sadly it has
taken this much time to move from having declared
such convictions to be wrong to expunging from the
public record those historical convictions that have
been in place.
This is about lifting the veil and the weight from the
shoulders of people who have lived with these
convictions now for decades. What better way to deal
with that than to say unequivocally that they should
never have occurred in the first place? Whilst we can all
say that it has been too long in coming, it has come and
we need to embrace the opportunity that is before us to
put on the public record that each and every one of us
believes that these convictions should never have been
made. Consensual homosexual acts should never have
been considered anything that was akin to a crime or an
offence against the public.
I wish to acknowledge a number of key people who
greatly contributed to bringing the bill to where it is
now. I acknowledge the terrific work undertaken by the
member for Albert Park, who has been a fine advocate
and supporter of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and intersex (LGBTI) community in his electorate. He
has championed Labor’s policy. He got Labor members
to a position of saying, ‘Well, yes, this should be a
policy of a future government. It’s the right thing to do,
it’s been too long in coming and we should adopt
this’ — and we did. He worked hard to make it possible
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for us to now be in a position where we can debate this
bill.
I also acknowledge the member for Lyndhurst for his
terrific work and stewardship from the perspective of
his role as shadow Attorney-General. Jaala Pulford, a
member for Western Victoria Region in the other place,
deserves a special mention for the work that she has
done on the ground.
Rainbow Labor is a body that many of us in the Labor
Party have cause to be proud of. Rainbow Labor has
stood publicly and proudly in its commitment to
progress the lot and the lives of members of the LGBTI
community. It has done it with great pride and with my
support and the full support of my colleagues behind
me.
Jamie Gardiner has been another champion of the bill
presented here today. The discourse that has occurred
over the last two to three years to bring about this bill is
very heartening. It is also heartening to consider the
impact it is having interstate. The lead-up to the
introduction of this bill has stimulated the New South
Wales government to make a move and declare its
intention to follow suit in terms of expunging historical
homosexual convictions. This legislation is an
important benchmark against which we will all be
tested.
I want to quickly step through some of the functions of
the bill. It creates a scheme under which a person who
has a conviction can seek to have that conviction
expunged. They would need to actively apply to the
Secretary of the Department of Justice for that. Any
refusal by the secretary of the department can be
appealed at the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal. Once an expungement is achieved, the
conviction will be treated at law as if it were never
imposed in the first place. That is so fundamental to the
sentiment of this bill and to its deliberate purpose —
that is, to declare that these convictions should never
have occurred in the first place.
Victoria Police and the Office of Public Prosecutions
will be required to remove or change any electronic
records of the expunged conviction so that it cannot be
linked to an individual. Again, this declares to people
who were subject to those historical convictions that
those convictions should never have been there in the
first place. It will be an offence if the expungement is
breached and official records or information are
communicated in any way.
In the short time I have left I wish to talk about the
amendments that the member for Albert Park has
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circulated and will be seeking to have debated in the
consideration-in-detail stage. These are important
amendments which will enhance the intention of the
bill. Our position has been stated quite clearly by the
member for Albert Park: the bill should also provide for
posthumous expungement applications to be made by
the partners or families of convicted men, or their legal
representatives. For many people who are no longer
with us, the records are still there. Their past
convictions will not be expunged by the bill because
they are not here to actively apply for it. If we want to
do this right, we need to do it fully. The amendments
that have been put forward, including that very
important one, will make this bill complete. We should
not leave this important area of public policy in an
incomplete state. Anything short of supporting these
amendments would unfortunately leave a lingering gap
in the government’s legislative response. We need to
make it very clear that these convictions should never
have occurred at all.
I support the amendments that have been circulated by
the member for Albert Park. Let us make the bill
complete. Let us also make it very clear that advisers
should come from a range of professions, not just the
legal profession, when it comes to posthumously
seeking expungement. There are a number of other
amendments which I will not talk about, other than to
say that I sincerely support this bill and the proposed
amendments.
Ms GARRETT (Brunswick) — It gives me a real
sense of solemn pride to join members of this house in
debating this legislation, the Sentencing Amendment
(Historical Homosexual Convictions Expungement)
Bill 2014. As I have advised the house on a number of
occasions during various debates, in my life before this
place I worked as a discrimination lawyer. I saw
firsthand the profound impact of discriminatory
conduct, be it an individual situation or systemic and
repeated discriminatory conduct against a group of
persons. The damage that discrimination does to those
affected and more broadly to their families and the
community is lasting, profound and quite often
devastating.
In terms of how people are treated in this community,
there is nothing worse than if the very thing that makes
you who you are is used against you in the most deep
and hurtful of ways, as is the case with this historical
approach to a huge and valuable part of our society, our
fellow human beings. For the very reason of who they
were, they attracted not only derision and hatred but
also criminal penalty, including jail sentences. We
should reflect very clearly on that as a house. To have
who you are defined as a crime by the broader
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community, the courts and the Parliament is hurtful and
hateful in the extreme.
Today we are debating righting a very serious wrong
that was done to people who clearly deserved much
better from their community, their lawmakers and their
parliaments. We know that a wide range of offences
were used to prosecute homosexual activity and that as
far back as 1980 — although when looked at in history,
it is shamefully recent — there was legislation enacted
to decriminalise consensual homosexual acts. That was
not done with particularly great compassion or a
non-discriminatory approach, but it was done.
Today we seek justice for the people who were
convicted of crimes under that range of offences. I am
most pleased to be part of this historic moment, as the
Leader of the Opposition has said. It is important to
recognise these moments when they come, and this is
one of those moments. While we reflect on that, we
know that dealing with this issue goes a significant way
to addressing hurts of the past and creating a more just
and equal society but that that journey is by no means
over. It was in this same Parliament with these same
people and under this same government that we have
seen a wind back of discrimination legislation for the
first time in decades. We have seen the lawmakers of
this state make it easier for people to be discriminated
against, including on the basis of their sexuality.
As I said, we know the hurt, we know the damage and
we know the pain that is inflicted by that approach —
of punishing people simply for being who they are —
and all of the attendant devastation that goes with that.
This is an important step. I am pleased that people who
have had to live with the ignominy and distress of
having convictions for being who they are will have
that injustice redressed. However, as previous speakers
have pointed out, we need and Labor seeks for us to go
further in this place to ensure that this legislative
framework applies to those who have passed on from
this world but have done so with the millstone of a
conviction still around their necks.
For the legacy that has left for their memory and for
their family members and friends who remain we
should act as lawmakers to address that most significant
wrong as well. We should go further in relation to
discrimination laws in this state and amend the Equal
Opportunity Act 2010 to make it unlawful to
discriminate against a person on the basis of that person
having an expunged conviction. This is a significant
point that needs to be addressed, and we ask the
government to include that amendment.
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There are many people — as there always are when
there is change and reform and wrongs are righted —
who have spent their lives championing change. We
have heard about many of them this evening. Many
members on this side of the house have paid very
significant tribute to Jamie Gardiner, whom I have
worked with over many years in the party and as a local
councillor and now as a state member of Parliament.
Jamie and his team of people have assiduously pushed
for reform and a recognition that these sorts of
discriminatory approaches, pieces of legislation and
actions of the community must be addressed.
The way we deal with legislation and the manner in
which the courts approach these issues in this important
place — it is not the only place, because we have to
effect the change as a community — and the manner in
which we deal with people more broadly is the bedrock
of how that change unfolds in the community. What we
say in this place as representatives of the many and
diverse electorates that we represent is critical to how
the rest of the community make their decisions about
how they treat people. If we in this place are not
treating people in the way we would like to be treated,
that has a huge impact on our community.
Today we are having a historic debate. We support this
bill, which, as I said, goes a long way to redressing
some of the most significant wrongs that have been
inflicted on members of our community. We should all
remember how we feel during this debate and how
important these legislative changes are to our fellow
human beings, and we should resolve with great
conviction that the unfinished work in discrimination
law must go on. This week the 57th Parliament will rise
and a new Parliament will be sworn in in a matter of
weeks. That new Parliament — —
Ms Beattie interjected.
Ms GARRETT — It will be sad that the member
for Yuroke will not be here. That new Parliament needs
to remember days like this. These are significant days.
These are the days that change people’s lives and
change the community for the better. They are days in
which we stand for human rights and for dignity and
justice for all Victorians, regardless of race, sex,
sexuality or economic position. This is our noble
purpose here, and the work is not done. As I said, it is
with pleasure that I speak on this legislation. I join the
many voices in expressing my horror at what my fellow
Victorians have been put through and have had to carry
in the decades since. I reaffirm my commitment and my
resolve to stamping out inequality and injustice,
particularly where it is based on the very core of who
you are, which is at the heart of all the work that we do.
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Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — I rise to support the
bill before the house, the Sentencing Amendment
(Historical Homosexual Convictions Expungement)
Bill 2014. Prejudice and discrimination are something
that I and other members of this house, certainly from
the Labor Party, are absolutely against. Regardless of
who a person is or their sexual orientation or other
things to do with that individual, they should not be
subject to prejudice and discrimination by any other
person.
Doing the right thing in the way we treat other human
beings and how we act between ourselves as a
community and towards bettering others within our
society is absolutely imperative in terms of our being
viewed and judged in the future as a civilised society.
Unfortunately as human beings and as conservative
societies in the past, we have not done the right thing.
We have engaged in discrimination, and at times
brought in legislation and determined that people have
broken the law because of the discrimination and
prejudice of those times.
That did not stop people from loving each other; it did
not stop people from feeling what they felt within
themselves; it did not mean that they did not act and do
the things that people did at the time. What the police
and society at that time did was to outlaw and make
illegal homosexual acts by people who loved each
other, and that was who they were. Everyone here does
what they do because that is who they are, but at that
time the law said, ‘No, this is illegal if you are a
homosexual’.
It is really interesting to see historically what the
understanding of a homosexual act was. It was mainly
to do with men; but that did not mean that women were
not in such relationships. I think I remember reading —
and this is going way back — that it was inconceivable
to Queen Victoria that a woman could love and be with
another woman. The law, in essence, discriminated
against males and convicted them because of who they
were. That was wrong then and is certainly wrong now.
This legislation is about righting that wrong.
As I said earlier, having such laws at that time did not
stop people from loving each other. Even today there
are people within this Parliament who have
discriminated against staff members because of their
sexual orientation — and that is just recently — and
that is against the law. Luckily, what people in this
Parliament do because of their sexual orientation is no
longer against the law. Those prejudices, that
discrimination and the way one acts against another
person — and I use the word ‘against’ in a very
negative way — should not exist in this day and age.

SENTENCING AMENDMENT (HISTORICAL HOMOSEXUAL CONVICTIONS EXPUNGEMENT) BILL 2014
Tuesday, 14 October 2014

ASSEMBLY

That is why I am in Parliament — to make sure we
right the wrongs and make sure that people can live
their lives in the way they wish with the person they
love. As I get older I realise that life is getting shorter
and the people you love, be it your family or your
partner — are precious. Homosexuality should not be
criminalised, and it is important that we undertake
legislative reform to right past wrongs.
In the past people had to hide who they really were
because of discrimination against their perceived
unlawful behaviour, so they had secret lives. Some
famous people in Australia and worldwide had to live
secret lives just to survive. There are quite a number of
very sad stories about people who had been together
and shared their lives for decades. People who had
brought up their families together in same-sex
relationships were split up when they got older and
were not able to look after each other. They were split
up and not allowed to continue sharing their lives
because of that discrimination.
Some very famous people internationally, for example,
former United States President, J. Edgar Hoover, were
homosexual. I am not criticising his life and the things
he did but he was one of those people who had to hide
his sexual orientation. In Australia a number of very
important people have had in their own way to hide
their sexuality. That should never be the case.
I want to briefly touch on the amendment before the
house which relates to convictions against people who
have now passed away. Their partners and families
should be given the opportunity to apply for — and
hopefully there will not be many people in this
situation — posthumous expungement of convictions
against their family members who are now deceased.
The next step in this journey should be taken by the
Parliament today. We should not have to wait for the
election of the next Parliament or some other time for
this to occur. It is appropriate that the partners and
families of deceased loved ones who were convicted of
gay sex are able to have those convictions expunged.
That is not a hard ask. It is the right thing to do. What
we are here for — certainly I am — is to do the right
thing by people regardless of who they love.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — One crime on
the Victorian statutes carried an adjective. That
description was ‘abominable’ and it was expunged
decades ago. Today, in the final week of the 57th
Parliament, we have the opportunity to right another
historical wrong. The history of reforming homosexual
law initially began in Canada. The Prime Minister of
the late 1960s and 1970s, Pierre Trudeau, famously
declared that ‘there’s no place for the state in the
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bedrooms of the nation’. In Australia, South Australia
led the way after its conscience had been shaken by a
shocking tragedy one night in 1972 when three vice
squad detectives on the prowl threw a gay man,
Dr George Duncan, into the River Torrens, unaware
that he could not swim. Another factor in changing
South Australia’s attitudes was the fact that Premier
Don Dunstan, while very popular, was widely — and
rightly — thought to be gay.
In Victoria, police did not patrol the bedrooms of the
state. The real issue for gay men was police entrapment.
Graham Carbery’s Towards Homosexual Equality in
the Australian Criminal Law — A Brief History,
published online, recounts that in the summer of
1976–77 alone, police arrested more than 100 men for
homosexual offences at Black Rock Beach, a
well-known meeting place for homosexual men, using
entrapment methods. The controversy this provoked led
the then Premier of Victoria, Dick Hamer, to declare his
support for legalising homosexuality. I am grateful to
reference the outstanding, first-rate biography of the
late Dick Hamer entitled The liberal Liberal by Tim
Colebatch, the erstwhile reporter for the Age, who has
had a long and distinguished career in journalism.
I think it is important to put on the record how this issue
has evolved and where we stand today. This bill
proposes to amend the Sentencing Act 1991 to allow
for the expunging of historical homosexual convictions.
A wide range of offences have been used to prosecute
homosexual activity, in particular sexual offences such
as buggery and gross indecency as well as public
morality offences such as loitering for homosexual
purposes and behaving in an indecent or offensive
manner.
As I recall, it was in 1980 that the Hamer Liberal
government enacted legislation to decriminalise
consensual homosexual acts as part of its modernisation
of sexual offences in general. The then
Attorney-General, Haddon Storey, addressed
consensual homosexual acts as follows:
The government does not condone such acts, much less
regard them as acceptable. The bill simply sets out the limits
of the criminal law.

Convictions for consensual homosexual activity have
remained on the record despite not being against the
law for more than three decades. We have now come to
the point where we have an opportunity to right this
historical wrong. In February 2013 Labor announced its
intention to expunge historical homosexual convictions.
The coalition government committed to this in January
2014. This has been the evolution of how we have
taken a more enlightened view on this matter of human

SENTENCING AMENDMENT (HISTORICAL HOMOSEXUAL CONVICTIONS EXPUNGEMENT) BILL 2014
3538

ASSEMBLY

relations. Other jurisdictions, including the UK and
New Zealand, also have processes in place for historical
homosexual convictions to be expunged. The New
South Wales government announced its intention to
introduce its own legislation shortly after the Victorian
bill was introduced.
The bill creates a scheme under which a person
convicted of a historical homosexual offence may apply
to the Secretary of the Department of Justice for the
conviction to be expunged. These are the mechanics.
For the purposes of this bill, convictions include
findings of guilt where no conviction was recorded.
Historical homosexual offences are defined broadly to
include sexual offences and public morality offences.
The bill does not target specific offences, and many
different offences have been used to criminalise
homosexual activity.
The bill places the onus on the applicant to show that
the conviction ought to be expunged, and once a
conviction has been expunged it will be treated by the
law as though it were never imposed. I think that is a
critical proposition. We have now, as a community,
said this should not have happened — ‘You should not
have been penalised for it, and it will not be on your
record anymore’. Successful applicants will not have to
disclose expunged convictions in the future, including
under oath or affirmation, and an expunged conviction
cannot be proper grounds for refusing or revoking an
appointment, status or privilege or for removing a
person from any post. This goes to the issue of equality
that all of my Labor colleagues have dealt with, as have
many members of the government side. This is about
judging people according to their character, merit and
performance rather than their sexual preference, the
colour of their skin, their religion or any other matter.
Victoria Police and the Office of Public Prosecutions
will be required to remove or alter any secondary
electronic record of any expunged conviction so that it
cannot be found or identified as being associated with
an individual. Other records must be annotated to make
it clear that they relate to an expunged conviction.
These are the mechanics of how this will work. It will
be an offence for a person with access to any official
records to indicate facts relating to an expunged
conviction. A person whose conviction is expunged
will not have a right to compensation of any kind
merely on account of the expunging itself.
The Labor Party has indicated its position, and we hope
the government will agree to amend the bill in
accordance with the requests that have been outlined by
the lead speakers, the member for Lyndhurst, the
member for Albert Park and the Leader of the
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Opposition, who have defined our position. If the
government does not address our concerns, a future
Labor government will revisit them. We want to make
sure it is placed on the record that Labor welcomes the
introduction of this regime of expunging as a step
forward in equality and the correction of a historical
injustice.
We will support this bill’s passage through the
Parliament. For all of those who have fought for this for
decades, it is an incredible time to be present in the
gallery today to hear the contributions and to get the
personal acknowledgement. There is a quote by
Edmund Burke that is fitting for this moment. He said:
There is a sort of enthusiasm in all projectors, absolutely
necessary for their affairs, which makes them proof against
the most fatiguing delays, the most mortifying
disappointments, the most shocking insults; and, what is
severer than all, the presumptuous judgement of the ignorant
upon their designs.

For those who have fought the fight, stood tall, been
proud and kept hope alive, I hope it is some consolation
that today in the Victorian Parliament both sides are
committed to getting this legislation through the
Parliament, making this a historic time when we come
together. Too often politics is seen by many people as
just two dogs barking and as not going to the issues
they think are important, but this is one of those rare
occasions when across the chamber and in both houses
we can say we will right a historical wrong this day and
for the future. The Labor Party is committed to taking
this further should it be given the privilege of becoming
the next government of Victoria after 29 November. I
commend the bill and the proposed amendments to the
house.
Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — It gives me great
pleasure to speak on the Sentencing Amendment
(Historical Homosexual Convictions Expungement)
Bill 2014, which is probably the last bill I will speak on
in this Parliament. It gives me great satisfaction to see
this bill come before the house. Although we on this
side of the house support the bill, we do not think it
goes far enough. The first amendment circulated by the
shadow minister assisting the Leader of the Opposition
on equality, the member for Albert Park, says:
… after “expunged” insert “on the basis that it is generally
accepted that consensual sex of a homosexual nature between
adults should never have been a crime”.

I applaud the shadow minister for his efforts to have
those words inserted into clause 1.
We have talked a bit about history. I could read through
the mechanics of the bill, but I do not think the house
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will be educated if I just read the words of the bill.
Discrimination against people on the basis of their
sexuality has occurred for many years. Who will forget
the great Oscar Wilde, who back in the 1890s was
jailed for gross indecency, as it was called. After he was
released from Reading jail he never returned to his
native Ireland. He left for France after having been
imprisoned for two years, never to return to Ireland or
England, such was the hurt and shame that he suffered.
Now of course Oscar Wilde is one of the great gay
icons.
I was privileged to be in New York in late June, where
people were madly excited about a parade. Being
nearly July, I thought it must have been a 4 July parade,
but it was the gay pride march. It was one of the
greatest celebrations I have ever seen in my life. It was
people celebrating their sexuality and their diversity,
which we should celebrate. Diversity should never be a
thing we hide. Whether it is the multicultural
community or the gay community, nobody should be
discriminated against because of their race, religion or
sexuality.
It may be easy to think discrimination ended with Oscar
Wilde, but sadly it did not. I want to reflect on one of
the disgraceful things that happened in this state. There
are some of us — as I look around the chamber,
probably many of us — who remember the terrible
incident at the Tasty nightclub. In 1994, 463 people
were detained for 7 hours. Gay and transgender patrons
would go to the Tasty nightclub to dance and celebrate.
For 7 hours they were strip-searched and forced to
stand in the nude. They were cavity-searched and in
some cases brutalised. Two people were charged with
drug offences, but later all charges were dropped.
That humiliation and degradation of gay people
occurred at the hands of Victoria Police. Not only do
we have to bring bills like this before the house; we
must ensure that all sections of the community are
educated so that this sort of discrimination never
happens again. It was in 1994, only 20 years ago, that
the police thought that sort of behaviour was acceptable
to the community. It was certainly considered
acceptable by the police force.
This is a good bill. I commend the government for
bringing it forward, but it does not go far enough. Gone
are the days when people could not leave their
superannuation to their same-sex partner. Their
superannuation would go into the ether, to the
government trustee or wherever. These things have
happened in our lifetime, so we must be ever vigilant
that people are not discriminated against.
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I do not see the passage of this bill as an end to the sorts
of discrimination we find unacceptable; I see it as a
beginning. It is a first step towards what a great society
like ours should expect — that everybody in society
should be treated based on what sort of human being
they are and what sort of contribution they make to the
community and should not be judged on their sexuality,
their race, their religion, their colour or, dare I say it,
whether they are short or tall. I do not mean to make
light of those sorts of things.
As I said, the events at the Tasty nightclub happened in
1994, only 20 short years ago, so we must be ever
vigilant that these things do not happen again. I
commend all those in the gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transgender and intersex community for staying the
course. It is not easy when you are off to the side but
you know that your partner’s life and your life are as
important as anybody else’s. I commend them for
staying the course to this first step. It is only a first step,
and there will be many more. My congratulations go to
everyone. I particularly wish the shadow minister well
in his endeavours in moving his amendments. I
particularly praise him for his first amendment, which
says, ‘Consensual sex of a homosexual nature between
adults should never have been a crime’.
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — It is a pleasure to be
able to rise to make a contribution to debate on the
Sentencing Amendment (Historical Homosexual
Convictions Expungement) Bill 2014. This is a very
important bill which, as the Leader of the Opposition
stated earlier, signifies a very significant and historical
day in this Parliament. It is not often that we get to right
a wrong, as the leader said earlier.
I wish also at the outset to commend the efforts of those
in this place who have been involved in bringing this
legislation — and also the amendment that has been put
by this side of the house — to the chamber, because it
goes a long way to righting many of the wrongs that
have been perpetrated by the state, if you like, over a
significant period of time on people, based on nothing
more than their sexual orientation.
This bill has the distinct purpose of amending the
Sentencing Act 1991 to establish a scheme under which
convictions for certain offences related to conduct
engaged in or for the purposes of, in connection with,
sexual activity of a homosexual nature may be
expunged. It is a very simple purpose of this bill, yet
one that no doubt involves a high level of complex
analysis of historical criminal convictions. It would be
no easy task, but nonetheless it is a very important one.
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The important thing here for us to remember is that, if
we truly believe that everyone in Victoria is created
equal and that we live in a fair, tolerant and diverse
society — which I am sure all members of this place
do — then not only is it a duty for us to ensure that the
laws that affect people currently reflect those values,
but also that we seek to redress convictions that under
law today and our existing values would not have been
levied on people in the past.
As previous speakers have mentioned, the Hamer
government reformed the area of homosexual law
many years ago to ensure that there was a better level of
equality. Still we have a long way to go in creating a
more equal society, but that was a very large step. The
convictions that people still carry in many cases no
doubt form a barrier to their participation in society in a
fulsome way. My attention was drawn to the recent
report of the Human Rights Law Centre, Righting
Historical Wrongs, which is an excellent overview of
this particular area. There is a case study included there
which I thought would be worth reading into the record,
because it explains the impact the convictions of the
type we are talking about in this debate can have on
people. It is important for us remember that legislation
that we deal with in this place often has a significant
impact on people’s lives.
This case study appears on page 27 of that report and is
titled ‘Case study: men living in fear of being exposed’.
It states:
Steve —

this is obviously not the person’s real name —
was employed some years ago in the public service. Now his
employer is undergoing a major restructure and he is required
to reapply for his job. A criminal history check is required for
all applicants, including existing employees.
Steve is extremely concerned that after years of service his
employer will now find out about his conviction. He does not
want to disclose his conviction to his employer, or undertake
a criminal history check, and is very concerned that if his
conviction was revealed to his employer it would affect his
employment or somehow become known to others or made
public. Steve is deeply ashamed of his past, horrified at the
thought of his niece or other family members finding out
about his past conviction, and frightened about the future.
Steve would desperately like to find a way of removing the
mark against his name but fears his past conviction may be
disclosed in the process.

That is an excellent illustration of the way in which
those convictions can have a debilitating impact on
people’s lives — that someone could be so anxious and
fearful of something that came about with really no
moral justification. It was a conviction that was placed
on someone for something that should never have been
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a crime. So it is a good thing today that this bill is
before the house. It is a bill that is long overdue, and
when we look at the common-sense nature of it we
wonder why it would not have been introduced a long
time ago.
This bill will see people who wish to have their
convictions expunged applying to the Secretary of the
Department of Justice. Importantly, the decisions of the
secretary will be able to be appealed to the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal. That is a very
important step in the process to ensure that there is a
level of independent oversight in the decision-making
process. The government has indicated that this scheme
will be ready to begin receiving applications by the
middle of next year, so there is not too long to wait.
The report I referred to before by the Human Rights
Law Centre points out that a similar scheme that was
brought into operation in the United Kingdom received
a relatively small number of applications. Some of the
reasons for that are discussed in the report, but even if
there are only a few applications in Victoria it is
nonetheless an important and vital avenue for people to
be able to seek to have that stain removed from their
name and all records relating to that conviction
removed from the record.
The Labor Party has moved amendments to this bill to
further improve it, in particular concerning the ability
for people to apply to have convictions removed
posthumously. That is an important one, as is the ability
for people to apply on behalf of others. Guardians or
relatives of people who have a disability or people who
are infirm can apply on their behalf to have those
convictions removed. I think that is another important
aspect of this bill that provides people with a level of
justice after many years.
As I said, this is a historic day. This is a good bill. I
commend it to the house with the amendments that
have been moved by our shadow minister.
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
Opposition substituted amendments circulated by
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) under standing orders.
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — I rise to speak
in full support of the Sentencing Amendment
(Historical Homosexual Convictions Expungement)
Bill 2014 and the opposition’s amendments. I will go
through the bill and the amendments, although I will
deal with the amendments in only a general sense
because they have just been circulated. I would like to
quickly explain, as other members have, the purpose of
the bill we are debating here today. Basically the bill
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proposes amending the Sentencing Act 1991 to allow
for the expungement of historical homosexual
convictions.
In the past a range of offences were used to prosecute
homosexual activity, in particular sexual offences such
as buggery and gross indecency and public morality
offences such as loitering for homosexual purposes and
behaving in an indecent or offensive manner. People
now understand how terrible, unjust and ridiculous such
legislation was. It is not for the state or the legislature to
decide on such issues; it is up to individual human
beings to determine their sexual activities and whom
they choose to love. Under the Hamer Liberal
government legislation was initially introduced and
passed to ensure that homosexuality was not a criminal
act. However, in doing so it left a very big gap, which is
what I would now like to talk about and what this bill
proposes to correct.
I will quote from a Human Rights Law Centre
background paper entitled Righting Historical Wrongs,
which was produced for the very purpose of guiding the
government and decision-makers on legislation to
expunge criminal records on this issue. The
introduction says:
Many laws have been repealed in Australia that, in hindsight,
are understood to have targeted and marginalised certain
communities: the systematic denial of fundamental rights and
freedoms for Aboriginal people, women, and non ‘white’
Australians, to name a few. The criminalisation of
homosexuality is a deeply shameful but significant part of
Australian history. It is a story that, in many ways, is yet to be
told. Part of telling the story of criminalisation and coming to
terms with the past is dealing with the unfinished business of
historical gay sex convictions.

This legislation will do that. Having criminal
convictions for such offences was unjust. Pain and
humiliation was inflicted on people who were
convicted of such crimes. That was of course bad
enough, but in addition these people’s criminal records
continued on into the future and affected their lives
when it came to them looking for employment, seeking
to travel to other countries and doing things such as
taking on volunteer work.
As we know, we now have requirements. Many people
have to have criminal record checks if they are looking
and applying for certain types of employment, and the
same goes for volunteering in certain areas of work,
whether that is in sports organisations or other
organisations. With children there is also the
requirement to have working with children checks.
These convictions may have an effect in determinations
when looking at the records of people. Of course they
have absolutely nothing to do with things such as the
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protection of children or whether a person will be a
good employee or an employee who will follow the
law; these convictions were just persecution — hunting
people down because others in society thought they
were not living in the right way. It was absolute
prejudice. As the introduction to the background paper
suggests, it was just one of the many terrible taints on
Australian society when it comes to prejudice,
discrimination and persecution.
Labor is very supportive of this legislation in that these
convictions are expunged — that is, they are removed
in electronic and any other form so that for a person
whose background is being looked into, these
convictions will be completely erased. They will have
no bearing on a person’s record in the future and no
bearing in terms of anything to do with their
applications for employment or other things they may
do where their record may be inquired into.
In terms of the legislation, which only looks at
expunging historical criminal records, there are a
number of things that were raised by the opposition
around this and that are also addressed in the
background paper by the Human Rights Law Centre.
One is the fact that, yes, it is great that people may
apply to have these convictions expunged from the
record, but what about those who have already passed
away? What if their families or friends want to have
their record expunged to ensure justice for them even
though, unfortunately, they have already passed away?
This is one area Labor is looking at in terms of seeking
amendments, and it is addressed in the amendments
that we will discuss very soon.
There is also the proposal that there ought to be within
equal opportunity legislation a provision that prevents
and makes unlawful discrimination against a person
who has had one of these offences expunged from their
record so that they cannot be again discriminated
against if somebody knows there has been an
expungement. There are also issues around whether
there should be apologies made to those people who
have had to go through this most awful and terrible
system and have been accused of all sorts of things
when really they did nothing wrong and were just living
their lives like the rest of us, with the same aspirations
and the same care.
In terms of those who have lobbied and campaigned in
relation to this issue, I have to say that I do not know
most of them personally. I do not know those who
fought for this issue — the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex community, the libertarians
and the human rights activists. In fact I was not aware
until recently of this most terrible wrong, and I am sorry
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that I had not informed myself. I would like to thank all
those who have lobbied, protested and campaigned to
achieve the righting of this terrible wrong, an injustice
that may have been committed in the past but the
effects and consequences of which no doubt still affect
many of those who are here with us today. I hope this
goes some way — some small step — towards righting
this terrible wrong. I commend all those who have done
so much to get us to where we are today.
Mr SCOTT (Preston) — It gives me pleasure to rise
to speak on the Sentencing Amendment (Historical
Homosexual Convictions Expungement) Bill 2014 for a
number of reasons — firstly, because it is a piece of
legislation which has at its core something the Labor
Party strongly supports, which is the expungement of
historical homosexual convictions and secondly,
because there is a series of amendments with essentially
two parts which have been agreed to, if my
understanding of the debate and discussion between the
parties is correct.
Those amendments relate to, firstly, provisions in the
Equal Opportunity Act 2010 that will ensure that there
is in effect a new right created preventing
discrimination on the basis of a person having
previously had a historical homosexual conviction that
has now been expunged and, secondly, the creation of a
process to allow a representative of a deceased person
to have expunged from the record a homosexual
conviction recorded against the deceased. As a member
of this place, I place on the record my appreciation to
the member for Albert Park, who is in the house
currently, for working on those particular amendments,
which I believe add to this piece of legislation and add
significant rights to which I am happy to add my strong
support.
The injustice of prior convictions for people essentially
expressing their sexuality and their love for others is a
deep stain on our community, and I say that
unequivocally. Over many years there has been a slow
shift in awareness, and there have been many people
who have contributed to the struggle for human rights
in this area. We all take some responsibility in this
house, but there has been a slow acknowledgement in
the Parliament of the need to undo these wrongs. It
behoves all of us who hold elected office to look deep
into ourselves and to look at the actions that have been
taken by the community over many years to ensure that
the law reflects inclusiveness. I do not use the word
‘tolerance’, because I think that is the wrong word.
‘Tolerance’ has a negative connotation. I would much
prefer to refer to the ‘diverse’ community in which we
live, where a person’s sexuality is not how we measure
them, where people’s rights are not limited because of
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sexual preferences between consenting adults and
where we as a society celebrate the diversity in which
we are lucky enough to live.
As part of a modern community, I know that getting
results from the work of many to advance the cause of
human rights in this area has been decades in coming
and is, of course, overdue. All those decades of bigotry
and the harm that has been caused to people through
that bigotry cannot easily be undone, but this law and
particularly the amendments that have been circulated
are steps in that direction. The nature of the damage that
can be and has been done to people through the laws
that existed in the past is illustrated by the famous case
of Alan Turing — one of the great minds of the human
race, not just of this century. Although that was in
another jurisdiction, it is essentially the same principle.
Modern computing and a whole series of things we take
for granted stem from the brilliant mind of Alan Turing.
Alan Turing was the victim of a property crime. During
the investigation of that property crime it became
apparent to the police — it is my understanding that he
freely confessed it — that he was in a homosexual
consensual relationship with another adult. That led to
his conviction, which then led to his chemical
castration. A short period later, I think it was a few
years later, Alan Turing died and an inquest found that
he had committed suicide. The world lost one of its
great minds; a person whose capacities and abilities are
still felt throughout our lives. The principles in
computing developed by Alan Turing underlie much of
the technology that we use in the way society functions
to this day.
Sadly, his case is not something that was restricted to
one individual. The shame, the stain, unfairly brought
on people through such convictions because of their
expressions of what would now be considered legal and
unremarkable expressions of human sexuality between
consenting adults has led to untold damage to people.
This bill is a small step in ensuring that we as a
Parliament recognise that and that we do what we can
to undo, in the limited way now possible, the damage
that has been done. On behalf of my constituents — I
am sure the vast majority of my constituents — I
support this legislation, when once that would not have
been true. I am sure in 2014 the vast majority of the
constituents I am lucky enough to represent would
support this bill if it were put to them and would
support the principles under which there should not be
criminalisation of consensual sexuality between adults.
I hope this bill brings some comfort and some form of
dignity to persons who have suffered as a result of the
actions of previous parliaments — not just in this
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jurisdiction, because of course many laws have come to
us from other jurisdictions over time — and that it
ensures that we as a community realise that
discrimination and the damage done by discrimination
is something that touches everyone in the community. It
is a simple principle but one that is worthy of repetition
that we should treat others as we wish to be treated
ourselves. We should not only reject the bigotry of the
past but ensure that we take some steps to remove the
present impact of that bigotry, and that is something
worth doing.
I note a principle I fully support is contained in the
amendments foreshadowed by the shadow minister, the
member for Albert Park, to allow families, friends or
appropriate representatives of deceased persons — and
I understand there are limitations on who can do so, but,
for example, it would allow domestic partners — to
make representations to be appropriately designated as
representatives of deceased persons to ensure that those
convictions are expunged, because it is not just the
person who has been convicted who is hurt, it is often
those around them. It is often something that is an
unnecessary and unwarranted stain on the memory of
that individual. I wholeheartedly support the
amendments circulated by the member for Albert Park
and agreed to by the government, because it is
important that as a Parliament collectively we ensure
that those memories are appropriately guarded and
treasured and that no longer is the value of a person cast
into doubt for criminal convictions which we as a
community would not have any truck with in this day
and age.
With those comments I commend the work of the
shadow minister on making such sensible amendments
which deal with issues that I am sure will be dear to the
hearts of all constituents of all members of Parliament. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I thank all
members for their contributions to this debate and in
particular I thank all members for the bipartisan
approach that has been adopted towards this very
significant reform. I particularly acknowledge the
contribution of the member for Prahran, not only in his
remarks during the course of the debate today but also
for all the enormous effort, work and intellect he has
applied to this issue in raising it, making the case and
helping to bring this legislation to the Parliament.
I particularly acknowledge the bipartisan and
cooperative approach that has been adopted to the
formulation of and reaching agreement on some of the
amendments that have been foreshadowed by the
member for Albert Park. My understanding is that the
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first draft of the amendments was completed by
parliamentary counsel during the course of this morning
or early afternoon. The first draft was provided to the
government at about 1.30 p.m. today. Since that time
there have been a series of very intense discussions
between the member for Albert Park and myself, and
with others on both sides of the chamber. I particularly
acknowledge the invaluable contribution that has been
made by officers of the Department of Justice in
providing expert advice to both sides of the house in
relation to the various issues relating to the drafting of
the bill. I also acknowledge the work that has been
undertaken by parliamentary counsel in turning around
drafts of the bill and coming up with amendments that
have now been accepted by both sides of the house.
I will say a few words about those amendments in
closing the second-reading debate. They basically deal
with three issues. The member for Albert Park has
referred to the issues in the course of his remarks. The
first amendment adds words to the purposes clause of
the bill to include in the bill reference to the basis on
which the legislation is being brought to the Parliament,
namely that it is generally accepted that consensual sex
of a homosexual nature between adults should never
have been a crime. As the member for Albert Park
referred to, that was something expressed by the
government in bringing this legislation to the
Parliament. The opposition proposes that that basis be
set out in the legislation. The government accepts that
that is a worthwhile measure.
The second set of amendments relates to the issue of
posthumous expungement. There is not an issue of
principle in relation to that, but a number of practical
difficulties and considerations arise. They were
difficulties consideration of which led the government
not to include the measure at least in the initial bill for
this reform that was brought to the Parliament. The
opposition is keen to have posthumous expungement
made possible under the bill, and the bulk of the
discussions during the course of the afternoon have
been around the form of words that might seek to
minimise some of the risks that are involved. I will refer
to some of the risks in broad terms. Some have been
addressed by the amendments. The other risks remain,
but in order to secure the passage of the bill and in light
of the fact that if issues emerge they can be addressed in
subsequent amendments, the government is willing to
accept the amendments that the opposition is going to
move.
Just to flag the issues in broad terms, there may in some
circumstances be an issue as to whether the deceased
would in fact have wanted to see expungement. In the
vast majority of cases that may well be a reasonable
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assumption, but after a person is deceased that might
not be completely clear. There was an issue in the
original draft of the amendments about a proposed very
wide range of applicants who could make application
for posthumous expungement. I accept the opposition
had adopted a definition from the Equal Opportunity
Act 2010 for that purpose. The potentially wide range
of applicants could have led to competing views. It was
not clear exactly who would have had a position of
authority to make the application, and in particular there
would be a potential for different views among the
range of relatives who might be in a position to make
an application.
There is also an issue, which is an issue that remains,
about the fact that an applicant would have access to the
records relating to the convictions of the deceased
person. Again in many instances that might not be an
issue, but perhaps in some cases it may be. It also needs
to be recognised that it may be more difficult to make
out the grounds for expungement in the case of a
posthumous application and in particular to be satisfied
that the tests for expungement have been met.
However, I think the opposition accepts that is the case.
Nonetheless its view is that it is appropriate for the
opportunity to be available to make an application if
those tests can be satisfied.
The discussions have proceeded on a very cooperative
basis between the government and opposition and have
resulted in agreement on changes that pick up on an
approach that is adopted by reference to the provisions
in the Coroners Act 2008, which provides for a series of
persons who in that context are treated as senior next of
kin and in this context are treated as the appropriate
representative of the deceased person. Instead of having
the potential for a range of persons, any of whom could
at any time make application for expungement on
behalf of the deceased person, there will be a sequence,
or series, as to who is available, and if the person
immediately before their death had a spouse or
domestic partner, they would be the appropriate
representative to make an application. If that were not
the case, you would go sequentially through the other
categories. That will ensure that there is one person
with the authority to make an application in the name of
or on behalf of the deceased at any one time.
That addresses some of the issues I have referred to,
although some of the other matters I have referred to
still remain as issues. As I said previously, while there
are risks, hopefully those risks will not eventuate often,
if at all. There is also the potential to fine-tune or
modify the legislation to address those risks if they
subsequently emerge. On that basis the government is
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prepared to accept the amendments the opposition is
proposing to move.
The third area of amendment is to include an expunged
homosexual conviction as an attribute within the Equal
Opportunity Act, which attracts protection against
discrimination for that attribute. Whether or not there is
significant potential for discrimination on the grounds
of an expunged homosexual conviction may perhaps be
arguable. On one view it might be unlikely, but
nonetheless the matter is put beyond doubt if that is
included in the Equal Opportunity Act. Of course that
does not affect the operation of the Equal Opportunity
Act in relation to the other attributes that are already
listed in the act, so the government is also happy to
accept that amendment.
In concluding my remarks, it is pleasing that through
cooperation and bipartisanship an agreed position has
been reached in relation to these amendments. That will
allow this bill to be passed and to hopefully pass the
other place expeditiously so it can be placed on the
statute book and bring about a very worthwhile reform.
I commend the bill to the house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Consideration in detail
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! Before calling
on members to speak to clause 1, I call the member for
Albert Park to move a motion, by leave, to extend the
scope of the bill.
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — By leave, I move:
That the scope of the Sentencing Amendment (Historical
Homosexual Convictions Expungement) Bill 2014 be
extended to enable consideration of amendments and new
clauses to provide for the inclusion of expunged homosexual
conviction in the list of attributes on the basis of which
discrimination is prohibited under the Equal Opportunity Act
2010.

Motion agreed to.
Clause 1
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — I move:
1.

Clause 1, page 2, line 2, after “expunged” insert “on the
basis that it is generally accepted that consensual sex of
a homosexual nature between adults should never have
been a crime”.

Just by way of indulgence, I thank the
Attorney-General, his staff and officers of his
department for getting us through this afternoon. I
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appreciate the comments he made in summing up.
Having said that, amendment 1 standing in my name
seeks to insert after ‘expunged’ the words ‘on the basis
that it is generally accepted that consensual sex of a
homosexual nature between adults should never have
been a crime’. As we have indicated in the
second-reading debate and as has been reinforced not
just by the Attorney-General in this place but by a
number of speakers on both sides of the house — I note
in particular the comments made by the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition — this reinforces not only the
view that these historical homosexual convictions
should be expunged but the in-principle position that
they should never have been considered an offence in
the first instance.
This particular amendment seeks to reinforce that
bipartisan reflection on the reasons we are pursuing this
bill here today in the purposes clause of the bill and
therefore provides the opportunity to inform the
subsequent operation of the bill and any administrative
regime that flows from it. I might leave my comments
there on this particular clause.
Mr WYNNE (Richmond) — I would also like to
confirm the spirit in which we close this Parliament and
the cooperation that has been provided across the
chamber in relation to ensuring that this bill, with the
reasoned and sensible amendments proposed by my
colleague the member for Albert Park, have been
picked up by the Attorney-General. We recognise there
are a number of elements of the provisions that may in
fact be challenging. For example, there is some
potential challenge with the provisions relating to
posthumous expungement. Obviously opposition
members have talked that through in their discussions,
but nonetheless I think members from both sides of the
Parliament see that as an opportunity to see how this
actually plays out over time. As the Attorney-General
has indicated in regard to the coalition, I say that if the
opposition has the honour at the end of the year to
assume office again, it would take that same spirit into
any future reform that might attend to these
amendments that are before the house today.
In relation to clause 1 of the bill, we believe it is
important to provide a clear and unambiguous
statement by Parliament that it is accepted that
consensual sex of a homosexual nature between adults
should never have been a crime. It is very important
and far more than just a symbolic gesture. It goes to the
heart of what underpins this bill: that we are expunging
a historic wrong that has been done to a group of people
on the basis of their sexuality. This is not acceptable in
any contemporary context.
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I point again to the contribution I made in the
second-reading debate, when I indicated that one of the
people who is in the chamber had provided
commentary to ABC News online. That person is
someone whom I have known extremely well. In fact
he was my chief of staff when I was at Melbourne
Town Hall. That person is Peter McEwan. In the entire
time I have known him — and I have known him for
many years — he has never revealed to me that he had
been subject to a homosexual conviction, which is now
being expunged. He spoke to that in a very moving
interview that he provided to ABC News online, where
he talked of the humiliation and isolation he suffered as
a young man, or in fact a 17-year-old boy. He was still
at school when he was charged and convicted of these
offences.
I think he would say he was humiliated and vilified in
the then tabloid newspaper, the Truth, where his name
and I think possibly even his photo appeared — but
certainly he was identified in that newspaper. You can
imagine the grief and the suffering that he as a 17-year
old boy and his family had to deal with. They were
exposed to this form of vilification by a newspaper on
the basis of something that was regarded as a crime at
that time but which should never have been
acknowledged as a crime.
The amendment that the member for Albert Park has
moved is more than a symbolic gesture. It is saying
clearly and unambiguously to the community more
widely that consensual sex of a homosexual nature
between adults should never have been a crime. For this
Parliament right across the chamber to say
unambiguously to the lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender and intersex (LGBTI) community via this
statement at the commencement of the first clause of
this bill is an important gesture and one that really
underpins the flavour of how this bill goes forward.
Amendment agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 2 agreed to.
Clause 3
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — I move:
2.

Clause 3, after line 8 insert —
“applicant means —
(a) a person referred to in section 105B(1) who
may make an application under that
subsection; or
(b) if a person referred to in section 105B(1) is
unable to make an application under that
subsection because of a disability within the
meaning of the Equal Opportunity Act
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2010, the person’s litigation guardian or
guardian with the meaning of the
Guardianship and Administration Act
1986; or

provided domestic support and personal care
to the entitled person —
(i)

entitled person means —

Clause 3, after line 10 insert —

(a) a person referred to in section 105B(1); or

“appropriate representative, of a person who was
convicted of a historical homosexual offence and is
deceased, means —
(a) if the person, immediately before death had a
spouse or domestic partner — the spouse or
domestic partner of the person; or

(b) a person who was convicted of a historical
homosexual offence and is deceased;”.
5.

(a) registered domestic relationship has the same
meaning as in the Relationships Act 2008;
and
(b) in determining whether persons who were not
in a registered domestic relationship were
domestic partners of each other, all the
circumstances of their relationship are to be
taken into account, including any one or more
of the matters referred to in section 35(2) of
the Relationships Act 2008 as may be
relevant in a particular case; and

(c) if a spouse, domestic partner, son or daughter
is not available — a parent of the person; or
(d) if a spouse, domestic partner, son, daughter or
parent is not available — a sibling of the
person of or over the age of 18 years;
(e) if a spouse, domestic partner, son, daughter,
parent or sibling is not available — a person
named in the will of the person as an
executor; or

(c) a person was not a domestic partner of
another person only because they were
co-tenants.

if a spouse, domestic partner, son, daughter,
parent, sibling or executor is not available —
a person who, immediately before the death,
was a personal representative of the person;

(3) For the purposes of paragraph (g) of the definition
of appropriate representative, a person is the
appropriate representative if the Secretary
determines that the person should be taken to be
the appropriate representative of the deceased
person because of the closeness of the person’s
relationship with the deceased person immediately
before his or her death.”.

(g) if a spouse, domestic partner, son, daughter,
parent, sibling, executor or personal
representative is not available — a person
determined to be the appropriate
representative under subsection (3);”.
4.

Clause 3, page 6, after line 4 insert —
“(2) For the purposes of the definition of domestic
partner in subsection (1) —

(b) if the person immediately before death did not
have a spouse or domestic partner or if the
spouse or domestic partner is not available —
a son or daughter of the person of or over the
age of 18 years; or

(f)

for fee or reward; or

(ii) on behalf of another person or an
organisation (including a government or
government agency, a body corporate or
a charitable or benevolent organisation);

(c) a person referred to in section 105B(2) who
may make an application under that
subsection in respect of an entitled person
who is deceased;”.
3.
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6.

Clause 3, page 6, line 5, omit “(2)” and insert “(4)”.

7.

Clause 3, page 6, after line 25 insert —

Clause 3, page 4, after line 5 insert —
“domestic partner, of an entitled person who is
deceased, means —

“(2) In addition, an appropriate representative of a
person who was convicted of a historical
homosexual offence and is deceased may apply to
the Secretary for the person’s conviction to be
expunged.”.

(a) a person who was at the date of death of the
entitled person in a registered domestic
relationship with the entitled person; or
(b) an adult person to whom the entitled person
was not married but with whom the entitled
person was in a relationship as a couple where
one or each of them provided personal or
financial commitment and support of a
domestic nature for the material benefit of the
other, irrespective of their genders and
whether or not they were living under the
same roof, but does not include a person who

8.

Clause 3, page 6, line 26, omit “(2)” and insert “(3)”.

9.

Clause 3, page 6, line 31, after “applicant” insert “ is an
entitled person who is not deceased but”.

10. Clause 3, page 7, line 12, omit “(3)” and insert “(4)”.
11. Clause 3, page 7, line 14, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
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12. Clause 3, page 7, line 15, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
13. Clause 3, page 7, line 20, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
14. Clause 3, page 7, line 21, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
15. Clause 3, page 7, line 27, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
16. Clause 3, page 8, line 2, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
17. Clause 3, page 8, line 8, omit “(4)” and insert “(5)”.
18. Clause 3, page 8, line 11, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
19. Clause 3, page 8, line 21, omit “(5)” and insert “(6)”.
20. Clause 3, page 8, line 28, omit “(6)” and insert “(7)”.
21. Clause 3, page 9, line 13, omit “105B(5)” and insert
“105B(6)”.
22. Clause 3, page 9, line 32, omit “105B(5)” and insert
“105B(6)”.
23. Clause 3, page 10, line 25, omit “105B(4)(b)” and insert
“105B(5)(b)”.
24. Clause 3, page 11, line 13, omit “105B(5)” and insert
“105B(6)”.
25. Clause 3, page 12, line 25, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
26. Clause 3, page 12, line 26, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
27. Clause 3, page 12, line 29, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
28. Clause 3, page 13, line 2, omit “applicant at the time of
making” and insert “entitled person at the time of the
making of”.
29. Clause 3, page 13, line 12, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.
30. Clause 3, page 13, line 26, omit “applicant” and insert
“entitled person”.

These particular amendments, which now appear as a
group, largely reflect the consequential changes that
members have put in place regarding the arrangements
in the bill.
The vast bulk of the amendments as set out in the
material that members have before them are to do with
renumbering clauses, identifying pages, lines and
omissions, and tidying up the legislation. I will not
cover those particular provisions. Instead I will deal
with the more substantive issues in amendments 2 to 30
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to clauses 3 onwards, standing in my name. These
amendments, as distributed at the start of the day, relate
to the arrangements in new section 105 of the bill for
the application to the Secretary of the Department of
Justice for convictions of historical homosexual
offences to be expunged and how representatives of
persons convicted of historical homosexual offences
who have passed away can take the opportunity to
access those procedures. They also provide for the
Department of Justice secretary to consider those
applications.
As the Attorney-General referred to in his summing up,
the first and obviously most significant of those
amendments deals with the provision of appropriate
representatives and inserts slightly amended provisions
from the Coroners Act 2008 in clause 3 after line 10 to
define the descending cascade of persons whom the
department secretary should hear from in the unlikely
but possible circumstances of a debate between
different categories of persons — for example, the
partner of a deceased person as against, say, an adult
child of a deceased person. This gives guidance to the
department secretary as to how such difficult matters
should be proceeded with in a logical manner and
presumably tested through the provisions of the
Coroners Act.
We then move on to definitions around domestic
partners and what that might mean, particularly given
that many same-sex relationships have not had the
protection, as we hoped they might have had, of the
Marriage Act 1961. The particular entitlements of
domestic partners of persons who are deceased are
defined. In clause 3, page 4, after line 5 in the
amendment standing my name it defines an adult
person who was not married but with whom the entitled
person was in a relationship as a couple, giving them
particular rights in reference to the expungement
process in the case of posthumous application.
It then proceeds in a similar way through recognition of
relationships that might be reflective of the Domestic
Relationships Act 1994 and a range of other
consequential but not insignificant provisions that take
us through from my amendment 2 to my
amendment 30.
Amendments agreed to; amended clause agreed to;
clause 4 agreed to.
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Heading to part preceding clause 5
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New clauses

Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — I move:

Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — I move:

31. Part heading preceding clause 5, omit “VICTORIAN
CIVIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL
ACT 1998” and insert “OTHER ACTS”.

34. Insert the following new clauses to follow clause 5 and
heading proposed by amendment 33 —
‘AA Definitions

This is a necessary consequential amendment that will
provide for the package of reforms that the
Attorney-General has referred to in his summing up,
which reflect the agreed position. We understand that
both sides of the chamber agree to this, and it is on this
basis that we seek the support of the house for this
amendment.
Amendment agreed to; amended heading agreed to.
Part 3 new division 1 heading
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — I move:
32. Page 35, after line 2 insert the following heading —
“Division 1 — Amendment of Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal Act 1998”.

This gives effect to the same understandings that I have
referred to previously.
Amendment agreed to; new heading agreed to;
clause 5 agreed to.
Part 3 new division 2 heading
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — I move:
33. Page 27, after line 12 insert the following heading —
“Division 2 — Amendment of Equal
Opportunity Act 2010”.

On page 4 of the materials circulated in my name as
amendments for this consideration-in-detail stage to
consider, amendment 33 inserts at page 37 after line 12
the following heading: ‘Division 2 — Amendment of
Equal Opportunity Act 2010’, which is the necessary
heading to give us the opportunity to move to some of
the amendments that the Attorney-General and others
have spoken about, and on which both sides of the
house agree, to give the Equal Opportunity Act
coverage of provisions relating to the subsequent
expungement, which we will move on to in
amendment 34.
Amendment agreed to; new heading agreed to;
clause 6 agreed to.

In section 4(1) of the Equal Opportunity Act
2010 insert the following definition —
“expunged homosexual conviction means an
expunged conviction within the meaning
of Part 8 of the Sentencing Act 1991;”.
BB Attributes
After section 6(p) of the Equal Opportunity Act
2010 insert —
“(pa) an expunged homosexual conviction;”.’.

In the amendments circulated in my name, new
clauses AA and BB, as set out in amendment 34, give
effect to the expansion of the provisions of the Equal
Opportunity Act 2010 to ensure that it would be
unlawful to discriminate against a person on the basis
of their having successfully achieved the expungement
of a homosexual conviction, and consequential
definitions as to how that is set out in part 8 of the
Sentencing Act 1991, the main act which this bill
amends. New clause BB, ‘Attributes’, gives form to
section 6(p) of the Equal Opportunity Act, whereby we
are inserting the specific reference to that expunged
homosexual conviction as one of the attributes on
which it would now be unlawful to discriminate against
a person.
Mr WYNNE (Richmond) — This is an important
amendment that has been agreed to by both sides of the
house. It brings into play not only the amendments to
the Sentencing Act 1991, as indicated by my colleague,
the member for Albert Park, but also wraps it into the
Equal Opportunity Act 2010 to make it unlawful for
somebody to be discriminated against on the basis of an
expungement of a homosexual conviction. That is
important because the Equal Opportunity Act — while
it has been amended, on occasion quite controversially,
and fiercely debated in this house — is seen by many
people as a cornerstone of civic society in this state.
The Equal Opportunity Act has a long history. It has
been expanded upon and modified over successive
governments. Nonetheless, it is very much seen by the
community as an important reference point as to the
view of how a society treats its citizens. It is important
to have a robust and clear amendment that sits within
the Equal Opportunity Act that specifically goes to and
addresses, by way of definition and attributes, the
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expungement of homosexual convictions. We would
argue that this sets a very important marker within the
Equal Opportunity Act. On that basis we are pleased
that the government has accepted this amendment.
New clauses agreed to.
Long title
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — I move:
35. Long title, after “1998” insert “and the Equal
Opportunity Act 2010”.

I would again like to thank the Attorney-General for the
constructive way in which he has approached this
matter. I thank the officers of the Department of Justice,
who he was kind enough to make available to the
opposition to assist us in the processes this afternoon
and tonight. I thank the Office of the Chief
Parliamentary Counsel for its efforts. I also thank the
Clerk and his hardworking staff, particularly the
Deputy Clerk.
Amendment agreed to; amended long title agreed
to.
Bill agreed to with amendments, including amended
long title.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

DRUGS, POISONS AND CONTROLLED
SUBSTANCES AMENDMENT (CLINICAL
TRIALS) BILL 2014
Introduction and first reading
Received from Council.
Read first time on motion of Ms WOOLDRIDGE
(Minister for Mental Health).

FAMILY VIOLENCE PROTECTION
AMENDMENT BILL 2014
Second reading
Debate resumed from 18 September; motion of
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General).
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I join the debate and
lead the opposition’s contribution on the Family
Violence Protection Amendment Bill 2014 now that it
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has returned from the Legislative Council. Although the
opposition was not briefed on the amendments made in
the Council, I have a fair understanding of them. It is
indicative of this government’s approach that it has
introduced its own house amendments, when I believe
they would have not been necessary had it spoken with
the sector in the first place. That is more of what we
have had during the term of this government in relation
to family violence, which is a national emergency.
Looking at the figures, it is clear that family violence is
the leading contributor to death and disability of
women of child-bearing age, which is 15 to 45 years.
Sadly in this state in the past year 29 women and
8 children died as a result of family violence. One
woman dies every week at the hands of her current or
former partner, and 1 in 4 children witnesses violence
against a parent. I commend the Police Association for
its advocacy in relation to family violence and its
concerns about the amount of work being undertaken
by its members. I sincerely commend the association on
its approach to the way it discusses the problem of
family violence. It is a very positive step that over the
last 10 or 12 years not only have community attitudes
shifted a great deal in relation to the wrong that is
perpetrated on women and children through family
violence, but now the Police Association is one of the
leading champions in saying we need to do something
and we need to do it soon.
The Police Association secretary, Detective Senior
Sergeant Ron Iddles, who has been in the role only this
year, has said that his members spend more than
180 000 hours a year, or 25 000 shifts, just attending to
family violence incidents. I was delighted to welcome
the association representatives to the Yan Yean
electorate. It was not at my invitation but on the
association’s initiative due to its concerns in relation to
family violence and the growth in related crimes,
particularly in the outer suburbs, where there are not
enough police resources.
Family violence awareness campaigns have a place, but
their value has a ceiling if the system is broken. When
family violence is committed against women and
children it diminishes us all. It is our problem, and it is
a crime. We have to admit that if women and their
children were being systematically tortured by total
strangers, we would be quicker to act. We would do
more. The government has spent more than
$400 million on rolling out protective services officers
(PSOs) on our public transport system. It is a public
transport system where, I would hazard a guess and say
there might be one death a year as a result of a violent
incident involving one person with another. Any death
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anywhere is one death too many, and yet with family
violence we have that every week.
The government expects congratulations and a pat on
the back for what it has done this week, having been
dragged kicking and screaming, announcing
$150 million over four years, which is less than a third
of what it has spent in rolling out the PSOs. It is really
important to get some perspective here. There have
been four years of wasted opportunity in relation to
family violence. The government keeps saying that it is
doing a great job and spending a lot of money.
However, this is not about inputs; it is about
outcomes — and the outcomes are that 29 women and
8 children have died as a result of family violence in the
last year, so whatever is being done is not enough.
The Premier has failed to recognise that family violence
is the biggest law and order issue in this state, and he is
not alone. In the first two years of this government the
Minister for Crime Prevention kept saying, ‘No, it is
not my responsibility. I am the Minister for Crime
Prevention, but it is not my responsibility. That is the
responsibility of the Minister for Women’s Affairs’.
The member for Altona, who is seated next to me at the
front table, has served on the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee for most of the term of this
Parliament. She and other opposition members of the
committee have asked repeated questions of numerous
ministers, and they have always said, ‘Oh no, it is not
our responsibility; it is the responsibility of the Minister
for Women’s Affairs’, or successively the Minister for
Community Services. No matter what has been said in
the many words that have been spoken about this, there
has not been a whole-of-government approach in any
way, shape or form. It is just too little, too late.
When Labor was in office it recognised that this is a
dreadful problem and that we needed to act. The 2004
VicHealth report identified the burden of the disease of
family violence, and the actions of Christine Nixon as
the Chief Commissioner of Police initiated a great
change across government. When Labor left office it
had introduced family violence protection notices and
created a ministerial council, which included the
Attorney-General, the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, the Minister for Housing, who
was then also Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, the
Minister for Community Services, the Minister for
Women’s Affairs and, as a standing member, the Chief
Commissioner of Police.
When this government took office, it junked that
10-year plan. We were only halfway through that plan;
it had only just been initiated. We then had two years of
waiting for this government to come up with its plan.
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The plan it had junked was not simply a plan of the
previous government; it had been owned, initiated and
put together by the community. More than
200 organisations had had input into that plan and it
was junked by this government which took two years to
then bring out its own plan. During that time there were
savage cuts to the public sector and to those who had
carriage and responsibility for family violence policy
and for implementing and driving change.
Once I took over the shadow portfolio of women, and
building on the portfolio of health promotion and on the
work of the member for Altona prior to that, the Leader
of the Opposition asked me to undertake a series of
consultations across the state. At the outset we thought
there might have been a handful of round tables — a
handful of Labor Cares forums — but we were
inundated. By the end of that year the opposition leader
determined that we needed to create a portfolio and he
created the first portfolio for the prevention of family
violence. I have heard jibes from members on the other
side who have said, ‘You do not have crime
prevention’. If ever there was a portfolio that was about
crime prevention, it is the prevention of family violence
portfolio. It is the greatest law and order issue facing
this state, but it is not being recognised by the other
side.
I mentioned earlier that under Labor’s approach we had
a ministerial council on family violence. Now we find
that this government has discovered that just this week.
No matter what members of this government say, they
have not had a whole-of-government approach to
family violence. If they had, they would not have
junked that ministerial council; they would have
continued it. There would not have been four years of
lost opportunities to try to protect women and children
and look at doing things differently.
The opposition will do something differently. We will
not stand for victims continuing to come forward, only
to face endless waiting lists, underfunded support
networks, a police force that is under pressure and
intervention orders that mean nothing. More of the
same policies will mean more of the same tragedies.
The incidence of family violence has exploded under
this coalition government over the past four years, and
only now, on the eve of an election, does it make
promises to do something about it. Who could trust the
government? It has botched its pre-election promise to
introduce GPS tracking of arsonists; that has not
happened. How could it possibly be believed on family
violence?
Only Labor will hold a royal commission into family
violence to find answers about its prevention and the
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repair of a broken system. A Victorian Labor
government will implement all of its recommendations.
We will introduce legislation for that royal commission
in our first 100 days if we have the privilege of winning
the election. A royal commission is, after all, the most
powerful body of inquiry in our system and this crisis is
so urgent that it deserves no less. Thousands of workers
and volunteers work tirelessly to support those who
face family violence. They have saved countless lives.
This royal commission will listen to them and honour
their efforts.
Victorian police statistics show that reporting of family
violence-related offences continues to rise. During
2013–14, 65 393 family violence incidents were
reported to Victoria Police, an 8 per cent increase on the
year before and up from 40 892 in the 2010–11
financial year. In that period, police issued
17 101 family violence intervention orders and family
violence safety notices, an increase of 10.3 per cent. As
I said earlier, upon coming to government the coalition
scrapped A Right to Respect, Labor’s 10-year
framework for government and community action to
prevent violence against women.
The Napthine government and its predecessor, the
Baillieu government, has further undermined work to
prevent family violence by cutting funding and jobs at
the Department of Justice and has decimated the
women’s policy business unit within the Department of
Community Services. Not one individual, not one staff
member who had responsibility for the prevention of
family violence, remained even prior to this
government finally announcing that it had a plan. In the
consultations the opposition undertook statewide and
sector-wide, in region after region, we heard that
leadership had totally disappeared and with it a system
that was on its way to being a system that responded to
victims and protected those who need to be protected. It
was actually attracting international attention. People
were coming from all over the world to look at our
system, only to discover that the new government had
junked it simply because it was not its system.
I spoke at a debate last night, a fantastic initiative by the
Victorian Women’s Trust and the Melbourne branch of
the Women’s Network, and the audience pleaded for
politics to be taken out of this issue and good practice to
be recognised. One thing the Minister for Community
Services sought of me was that Labor support Services
Connect. The last thing we will be doing is supporting
Services Connect, which simply means ‘get big or get
out’ if you are a community service sector agency. I
have no doubt that get big or get out means the system
is gender blind. It is blind to the gender bias that female

3551

victims and the most vulnerable suffer within our
criminal justice system and our support services.
We have already seen the so-called
decommissioning — what I would call gutting — of
mental health support services, which are also the
responsibility of the Minister for Community Services
under the mental health portfolio. Many fantastic
mental health agencies have been doing a wonderful
job of supporting women who are victims of family
violence or sexual abuse — some of it institutional
sexual abuse — to get back on their feet, get their life
skills back, get their confidence back and even return to
the workforce. Some of these agencies provide
supported accommodation, but now the governance and
staffing structures are being thrown up in the air. For
what? Just for some ideological bent and a focus on
inputs — ‘Let’s pat ourselves on the back for how
much money we’ve spent’ — rather than looking at the
actual needs of the clients and at what the outcomes are.
We hear from the Premier and every other minister a
constant self-congratulatory mantra; we do not see them
looking at the outcomes. We should all be judged on
outcomes. Spending money is really good, but only if it
is effective, and that should be the measurement. It is
not good just because the government says it is. The
outcomes at the moment are that last year 29 women
and 8 children died as a result of family violence, so the
system is not working.
The sector is not wrong. I have never heard
commentary so scathing as what occurred when the
government’s budget was brought down in May this
year, and it came from a generally well-mannered,
hardworking sector that gets on with the job of
supporting those who need help in dealing with family
violence. I was the vice-president of the Community
and Public Sector Union between 1993 and 1996,
during the terrible Kennett years when lots of cuts were
happening across the board, yet this was the strongest
criticism I had ever heard from family violence
stakeholders. The government’s budget, in respect of its
proposed expenditure on family violence, was
described as grossly inadequate. Fiona McCormack
from Domestic Violence Victoria said:
The murders of these women and children have taken place
while Victoria’s been on the stewardship of Denis Napthine.
We’re asking him to meet with the families of victims and
explain to them … why this figures so little in the
government’s priorities.
It’s an absolute disgrace.

Annette Gillespie, the chief executive of the Women’s
Domestic Violence Crisis Service, said Dr Napthine
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and senior ministers should think about handing back
their white ribbons. She said, ‘I am incredibly
disappointed. It’s a pittance’. Rodney Vlais, the acting
chief executive of the Men’s Referral Service, said the
budget was a missed opportunity. He asked, ‘Where is
the government’s heart? Where is the government’s
leadership?’.
This week, at the 11th hour, the government has made
some announcements. There is little more than a press
release on the internet thus far — I understand that
there may be another document, but it does not appear
to be freely available — and one of the things the
government’s press release proposes is that teachers
will assist children who have been impacted by family
violence. That might be well and good, but under this
government the education system has been cut to the
bone, and welfare support in regional offices is now
non-existent. For schools in my area in the northern
suburbs of Melbourne, the welfare team is located in
Bendigo, and when schools have had critical incidents,
whether or not they are family violence related, they
have sometimes had to wait up to three days to get a
call back. That is about allowing schools to manage
themselves, is it not! How can we trust an
announcement that says, ‘Outreach teachers to work
with children fleeing family violence’?
During statewide community consultation I discovered
that in Gippsland in eastern Victoria, from Pakenham to
Mallacoota, there is not one children’s counsellor. In
one in three reports of family violence there is a child
present, but there is not one counsellor for that huge,
disadvantaged region of the state. Many electorates in
the region are held by Nationals members of
Parliament, and indicators of disadvantage always seem
to go backwards when The Nationals are in
government. They just do not seem to care. It is
absolutely indicative that there is no children’s
counsellor in that region. It is critically important to
support a child who has been witness to or a victim of
violence in order to bring down their adrenaline level,
to provide them with a safe environment, to make them
feel safe again and to ensure that in the future they will
not be a victim or, perish the thought, a perpetrator. If
there is no children’s counsellor in a region, what is the
likelihood of that outcome? In the north-east of the state
there is a 12-month waiting list for children’s
counselling following family violence.
In relation to men’s behaviour change, anything that
will improve and direct men to change their behaviour
or will be available when men take the initiative to
change their behaviour should be supported, but in this
state at the moment we have three to six-month waiting
lists for court-mandated men’s behaviour change
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programs. What is the likelihood that a man who wants
to change his behaviour can get counselling prior to
becoming violent when there are waiting lists like that?
Labor has said there needs to be a royal commission,
but assistance is also needed for the Magistrates Court.
In my tours of the state I have noticed that the
Magistrates Court is incredibly ill equipped to deal with
these matters, which are coming before regional courts
with great regularity. I was in Kyneton with the Labor
candidate for Macedon, Mary-Anne Thomas, and I met
with victims and community legal support providers.
The waiting room at that Kyneton court is a park. There
is no safety for women who have to wait there. There is
no separation from a tempest of wind and rain, and
there is absolutely no safety or protection for women
fleeing family violence.
Earlier this year, not far from the Sunshine Magistrates
Court precinct, a horrific incident resulted in the death
of Fiona Warzywoda, and there are a number of courts
in this state where a similar tragedy could happen. It is
no good that the government has announced at the 11th
hour before the election that it will provide additional
support staff at the Magistrates Court when it will not
be able to guarantee the safety of those staff, let alone
the safety of those who come to the court for support.
Chris Atmore from the Federation of Community Legal
Centres has been critical and is concerned about some
of the provisions in the bill before the house. The sector
is saying that some of the provisions are simply a
response to cuts to legal aid and that intervention orders
becoming final may mean that perpetrators are never
actually required to appear and account for their
actions. This is not a solution; it is simply trying to deal
with the cuts the government has made.
While some of the changes that have come within this
bill are welcomed — and any changes that are going to
make women and children safer should be
welcomed — there needs to be root and branch review
of the system, and nothing short of a royal commission
will do that.
I urge the government to join with the opposition in
saying that this is what is absolutely needed, because
more of the same policy will simply mean more of the
same tragedy. I commend the government for having
the courage to actually propose, in the end, some house
amendments, which have been adopted in the upper
house. That has been after the fact, and I think that if
the government had bothered to consult with the sector
prior to this we actually would have had a bill that
could have been debated more expeditiously, which
could have meant that the government may have got
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further through its legislative program than it is likely
to. With those comments, I commend the bill to the
house.
Mr WELLER (Rodney) — I rise this evening to
speak on the Family Violence Protection Amendment
Bill 2014. One thing that the member for Yan Yean and
I agree on is that the victims and the stakeholder groups
agree that politics should be out of this sort of debate,
and I will endeavour to keep it out in making my
contribution. The bill amends the Family Violence
Protection Act 2008 to extend the operation of family
violence safety notices; to establish a new process for
interim family violence intervention orders to become
final orders without further hearing; to allow
publication by the adult victim, or another person with
their consent, of a report about contravention of a
family violence safety notice or a family violence
intervention order; and to provide the court with
discretion to make a publication order in respect of
matters involving a child.
The reforms align with the coalition government’s
commitments made in the document entitled Victoria’s
Action Plan to Address Violence against Women and
Children to maintain victim safety, hold perpetrators to
account and to deliver effective justice responses. To
keep the publication restriction provisions in the
intervention order legislation aligned, the bill also
amends the Personal Safety Intervention Orders Act
2010 to provide courts with the discretion to make a
publication order in respect of matters involving a child
and to update the definition of publish.
The member for Yan Yean spoke about consultation.
The Department of Justice consulted with Victoria
Police, the Children’s Court, the Magistrates Court,
Victoria Legal Aid and relevant government
departments during both the development of the family
violence safety notices and interim order reforms and
the drafting of the amendments in the bill. The
Department of Justice also undertook a preliminary
consultation in late 2013 with broader family violence
stakeholders during the development of the family
violence safety notices and interim order reforms
through its family violence stakeholder reference group.
The Department of Justice will engage in further
consultation with stakeholders, as necessary, on the
implementation and timing of the commencement of
the reforms. The Department of Justice will consult
with stakeholders to determine an appropriate date for
the reforms in the bill to start. It is anticipated that the
reforms will start in two stages: family violence safety
notices and publication restriction reforms first,
followed by the interim order reforms.
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A family violence safety notice is a temporary notice
issued by police that protects a person and any children
from a family member who is using family violence. A
police officer can apply to another officer who is a
sergeant for a family violence safety notice if the
affected family member needs immediate protection
before a family violence intervention order application
can be determined by a court. Currently a police officer
can only apply for a family violence safety notice if a
court is not open. A family violence safety notice is
considered to be an application by the police for a
family violence intervention order and a summons for
the respondent to attend court for the first time in
relation to the family violence intervention order
application, which is known as a mention date.
Currently the mention date must be within 120 hours of
the family violence safety notice being served on the
respondent, or if it is a public holiday, the first working
day after that.
The bill extends the family violence safety notice
system in two ways. The first is by allowing family
violence safety notices to be issued at any time and by
requiring the mention date to be within five working
days of the respondent being served with the notice.
The bill allows a police officer to apply to a sergeant for
a family violence safety notice regardless of whether a
court is open. This will mean that family violence
safety notices can be issued 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week and not just when a court is not open. The bill
extends the time period for first mention date for a
family violence intervention order application
commenced by a family violence safety notice from
120 hours to 5 working days. This will mean, for
example, that if a family violence safety notice is
served on a respondent on Friday, the first mention date
must be by the following Friday, rather than by the
Wednesday — so it is being extended by two days in
this case. If a notice includes a condition excluding the
respondent from the affected family member’s home,
the bill provides that the mention date must be soon as
practicable within that five working day period.
Why are we making these changes? Removing the
restriction on police being able to issue family violence
safety notices only when a court is open will promote
consistency in the handling of family violence
incidents. Extending the maximum period of operation
of family violence safety notices will give affected
family members and respondents more time to obtain
advice and make decisions before attending court.
These family violence safety notice amendments will
together provide swifter protection for more affected
family members by enabling police to take immediate
action wherever family violence incidents occur in
Victoria. That is what this bill is about.
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The family violence safety notice amendments will also
improve the operation of the family violence
intervention order system for police and courts. It is
more efficient for the police to commence family
violence intervention order applications by family
violence safety notices, which are also resolved with
fewer court hearings. Courts will be better able to
manage their listings as a result of the police making
fewer family violence intervention order applications
during court hours and through the longer period of
operation of family violence safety notices.
An interim family violence intervention order is a
temporary order that protects a person and any children
from a family member who is using family violence.
An interim order is often made on the application of the
police or a protected person in the absence of the
respondent and becomes binding when it is served on
that respondent or when it is continuing the protection
put in place by a police-issued family violence safety
notice. A court may make an interim order where a
family violence intervention order application has been
made and the protected person needs immediate
protection before the application can be determined by
the court. Under the current process if an interim order
is made, the matter returns to court for final
determination of the family violence intervention order
application. Once again we are getting a quicker
response; and we are getting protection for those people
affected by family violence in the home.
The bill establishes a new process for some interim
orders to become final family violence intervention
orders without a further court hearing. This can occur
when the court includes a finalisation condition in the
interim order. The finalisation condition will result in
an interim order automatically becoming a final order
28 days after the interim order is served on the
respondent unless one of the following occurs within
that period: the respondent contests the family violence
intervention order application; the protected person
seeks to withdraw the family violence intervention
order application; an application is made to vary or
revoke the interim order or the court varies the interim
order on its own motion. If any of the above occur, the
matter will return to court for final determination of the
family violence intervention order application.
Generally the interim order will continue until this
occurs.
Family violence is something that both sides of this
house want to reduce, and we are working hard to
achieve that. This bill does that by introducing quicker
response times that will help protect victims of family
violence. Family violence safety notices and family
violence intervention orders will be able to be made
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more quickly to protect affected family members. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — I too rise to speak on the
Family Violence Protection Amendment Bill 2014 and
the amendments made in the other place. Firstly, I note
that the bill proposes to amend the Family Violence
Protection Act 2008 to enable family violence safety
notices to be issued outside of court hours. The
questions attached to the timeliness and the definition
of court hours are clarified with respect to the matters
that are currently the subject of debate in this place.
Secondly, the bill enables certain family violence
intervention orders to become final orders without a
further court hearing. The bill also allows for the
publication of reports about family violence, charges
and convictions without obtaining an order. The default
commencement date of the legislation is identified as
18 September 2015, which ensures that justice agencies
will have sufficient time to complete all the
implementation activities.
This legislation deals with a scourge that affects our
community and one that quite rightly is increasingly
becoming a matter of public comment and concern. In
my own electorate of Tarneit, recent figures for the
local government area of Wyndham show that it has
one of the worst family violence rates in metropolitan
Melbourne. I do not say that to be critical in any way of
my community but to recognise its huge population
growth and demand for local government area services.
The efficient work of police in that area has identified
that in the 2011–12 year a staggering 1536 family
violence incidents were reported to police, compared to
669 incidents in 2007–08. Increasingly the issue of
domestic violence is seen to be an issue that can affect
anyone. Incidents of domestic violence occur regardless
of age, class, income, country of origin and indeed
religious or cultural background. It is a scourge that
afflicts our entire community, and it is one that quite
rightly has the attention of this house and is being
responded to with this legislation.
The steps provided for in this legislation benefit from
the broader regime put in place by the Labor
government, including the original Family Violence
Protection Act 2008, a stand-alone family violence act
which provided a targeted and cohesive response to the
issue of family violence. It was groundbreaking
legislation which sought to do a number of things: to
provide a comprehensive definition of family violence,
to extend the definition of a family member, to broaden
the use of holding power provisions and to ensure an
enhanced system of family violence intervention orders.
It changed the way evidence was given in a court, it
gave police greater powers of search and seizure and it
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strengthened the provisions for the protection of
children, the interests of whom, together with the
victims, if they be beyond that scope, are a paramount
consideration in the servicing of the act.
The family violence safety notices in the new act follow
several years of extensive consultation. The Victorian
Law Reform Commission recommended that the
Magistrates Court implement a system of interim
intervention orders for after-hours situations rather than
using the existing practice of police completing a
complaint form and seeking a warrant to arrest the
alleged perpetrator. Such a process placed an
unnecessary burden on the police in terms of the
principal objective — that is, ensuring that the threat to
the family members was effectively removed as quickly
and efficiently as possible. Even the now
Attorney-General during debate in 2008 suggested that
it would probably be better if a workable system of
on-the-spot applications to a magistrate could be put in
place rather than applications being issued simply by
authorisation within the police force.
In practice the family violence safety notices are for
situations where a police officer believes that until an
application for a protection order can be decided by a
court a notice is necessary to protect a child or to
preserve property. When police issue such notices they
may attach certain conditions to the order, including
conditions that exclude someone from his or her home.
Evaluation of the family violence safety notices showed
that they were an effective tool for police in responding
to after-hours family violence incidents, leading to
increased safety for victims and holding perpetrators
accountable for their behaviour. The data released
showed that in a 15-month period police issued some
3909 family violence safety notices, and in 84 per cent
of cases the alleged perpetrators were removed from the
home. Following the evaluation of the trial in 2010,
family violence safety notices remained a permanent
fixture and, might I say, an important tool for police to
respond to family violence matters and incidents with.
There has been a significant shift for the better in
community attitudes. It is a recognition that these
incidents are unacceptable and that hardening of the
community’s attitude to the insidious nature of family
violence has been occurring over the past decade. It is
now accepted by a majority in the community that
family violence is unacceptable and abhorrent, and that
is part of the ongoing responsibilities we have.
Victoria Police has been successful in bringing about
significant cultural change within its ranks. Family
violence went from being referred to as ‘just a
domestic’, to use the language of bygone years, to
being treated as the crime that it is. Police command
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and the Police Association have acknowledged the
revolution within Victoria Police and have deemed
family violence the no. 1 law and order issue facing
Victorians. Finally and appropriately, we have a
recognition of the insidious nature of this crime, and it
is getting the attention of both the legislature and the
police, with the police enabled and empowered by these
legislative tools to ensure safety in our homes.
Labor believes that a sensitive and effective response
by police and by courts can be the difference between a
family violence victim who endures years of harm and
intimidation and a victim who is able to recover from
the crime and live a safe and fulfilling life. The bill
introduces the ability for a court to attach a finalisation
order to an interim order, having the effect of the
interim order becoming a final order if the respondent
does not challenge the order within 28 days of being
personally served. A finalisation order will be made
where the court, police and the affected family agree it
is appropriate. It is therefore not intended to apply to
offenders for whom court oversight should be
maintained — for example, where there is a history of
dangerous behaviour. Such orders cannot be made in
cases where the respondent is a child, where the
respondent has a cognitive impairment or where the
order would be inconsistent with a family law order.
The opposition is of the view that this is a shortcut; it is
more about demand management and less about
enhancing the threefold purpose of the Family Violence
Protection Act 2008 to maximise safety for women and
children, to prevent and reduce family violence and to
promote the accountability of perpetrators.
It is apparent that the government has attempted to
address some of the concerns that were identified in the
drafting of the bill. However, significant concerns
remain, particularly where there will be missed
opportunities for risk assessment of women and
children, all too often including the stories we hear day
to day of real harm affecting real families in our
community. Often intervention by the justice system
can be motivation for a perpetrator to get help and deal
with their offending behaviour. After the bill was
released the problems were pointed out, and we see that
the government is now frantically backpedalling, but it
is nonetheless making changes to improve the content
of the bill.
Ms THOMSON (Footscray) — I rise to support the
Family Violence Protection Amendment Bill 2014 and
the amendments that have come from the upper house.
As the member for Tarneit indicated in his contribution,
and as others before him did, it is unfortunate that not
enough consultation was done in the first place —
when this bill first came to the house and when
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women’s groups suggested that there needed to be
changes. Those groups were ignored, but now, with the
changes that have occurred and the amendments from
the Legislative Council, we are seeing some of those
issues addressed.
This is a fundamentally important issue for this
chamber and for this Parliament to get right because it
is an area that affects the lives of most people. If it is
not your own family that feels the effects of family
violence, you do not have to go too far to find someone
you know who has been impacted on by family
violence in one way or another. The shocking statistic is
that there were 65 393 recorded incidents of family
violence reported to Victoria Police in 2013–14.
Almost 30 000 charges were laid, suggesting that this is
an incredibly large and complex issue that the
community, governments and parliaments need to
address. This is not an issue that is going away. It is an
issue that requires a whole lot of work to be done in
prevention to try to reduce the number of people who
commit family violence. We need to have men and
boys educated in why violence is not a response. We
need women to understand what they are entitled to.
We need to protect children to ensure that they are not
the victims.
In the complicated society we have now, elder abuse is
another issue we need to address. It is an incredibly
complex issue that is not going to be fixed overnight,
and it is not going to be fixed with one piece of
legislation. We saw a massive number of world-leading
legislative changes brought in by the previous
government to progress the issue of domestic violence
and to ensure that we were protecting the most
vulnerable families and putting in a legislative
framework that made it very clear that family violence
is unacceptable.
I stress again that this is not just about beating someone
to a pulp. This is also about emotional abuse, and it is
about financial abuse and depriving women of access to
finances. It is a very broad definition of what family
violence is and what it needs to be in order to protect
women, children and families. This legislation should
not have needed to be amended. It should have been
possible to bring the legislation to the house in its
original form, taking into account what a number of
women’s groups and people such as Rosie Batty have
raised in relation to the legislation before the house.
However, the arrogance of this government meant it
said, ‘We have got it right. We do not need to take these
things on board. It is all fine’. As a last ditch effort
amendments were made in the Legislative Council. It is
great that the government finally listened to those who
know best about the impact of this legislation and
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amended the legislation accordingly. I am pleased that
at the 11th hour the government saw fit to actually do
something to amend the legislation.
The member for Tarneit mentioned the statistics in
relation to Wyndham. I have been doing a lot of work
with the Indian community on the issues of family
violence and the complexities of that community,
which has seen a ballooning of the population from
40 000 in about 2002 to 200 000 or more now. That has
meant there are newly arrived people with very
complex issues such as isolation and a lack of
knowledge and understanding about what the laws
might be and where to go to for help and support. In
many cases that has meant it is far more complex and
difficult for them to deal with it. Again, talking about
prevention, education and ensuring that these families
have access to knowledge and understanding is vitally
important.
Labor members have been very clear about what they
think the next steps are in relation to family violence.
We believe great inroads have been made around the
ways in which family violence was tackled in the past,
and particularly the way the police dealt with family
violence. There is now a standout difference in the way
call-outs to family violence or family disputes are
handled. Whereas once the police would say a situation
was a domestic and walk away, they are now treating
such situations very seriously. They are intervening,
taking action and protecting those who are vulnerable
within their homes. We have seen a change to the way
that men are dealt with as perpetrators, and where
possible there is an attempt to lead them down a path of
recognising why it is unacceptable and changing their
behaviour patterns, but also instilling a far more
strenuous regime of responsibility and penalties around
issues of family violence — and that is important too.
Labor is committed to a royal commission for a reason,
and that is that we have not got it right yet. We have not
got all the departments working properly together on
this issue. We have not fully identified the gaps and
how they may be filled. We have not actually
understood the complexity of these issues in a way that
does away with the silo approach of government. We
have got a lot more work to do, and it is not just going
to be about government and what government does. It
is going to be about how the community responds and
how we support communities, and it will be much
broader than simply being about government
departments, how they respond and how the police
respond.
The Labor Party is not just relying on a royal
commission. We have already announced that if we are
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elected, there will be a trial of security upgrades for
families identified as being at risk, including duress
emergency alarms and having CCTV installed in
homes. It will allow women and children to live safely
in their homes, and we would hope it will also act as a
deterrent to the breaching of intervention orders. We
have heard of horrific cases involving the breaching of
intervention orders. Women who are in immediate
danger and are unable to call 000 will be able to
activate emergency alarms. The card captures GPS,
audio and visual data that is live streamed to call
centres, which notify police and ambulances. Those are
all important initiatives.
Labor will also tackle family violence by auditing the
Magistrates Courts to assess the risk of danger to
women arriving at and departing court. I know about
that aspect intimately because in Sunshine, which is in
my electorate, there was the recent incident of a woman
attending the court, going to her lawyer’s office and
then being killed by her spouse. These are the things
that we must attempt to stop.
I am pleased that the government has taken on board
some of the criticisms about the pieces of legislation
that it has brought into this house and that it has brought
amendments through the upper house to this chamber.
It is good that the government has done that. It would
have been nice if it had properly consulted with the
opposition, which it has failed to do, and on such an
important issue. This is a time for proper consultation
and involvement with the opposition. This is the kind of
legislation where we could reach mutual agreement and
get the best possible legislative outcome, if only the
government were prepared to engage. On that score it
has failed. It has decided to play politics rather than
care about those who are most vulnerable and at risk of
domestic violence, and that is a shame. As the
opposition, we would have been more than happy to
work collaboratively with the government on this
legislation. With that, I commend the bill to the house.
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — It is a pleasure to speak
on the Family Violence Protection Amendment Bill
2014. The bill amends the Family Violence Protection
Act 2008, which is an act that was brought in by Labor
when in government, and it is an act we are very proud
of in this house. It was groundbreaking legislation,
which I will speak about shortly.
We all know that family violence is rapidly becoming,
if it is not already, the no. 1 issue in terms of law
enforcement and societal concern in this state and this
country. The norms of behaviour in many households
are no longer acceptable, where domestic violence is a
family matter, not a legal matter and not a criminal
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matter. We in this place all want to make sure that there
are proper laws and proper protections in place to
protect the victim, and to protect the women and
children who are principally the victims of family
violence. We also want to make sure, as in other
aspects of life, that the many thousands of women and
children who are the victims of domestic violence are
not only afforded protection but are afforded the
protection to get on with their lives, get over the ordeal
that many of them have suffered over many years, lead
productive lives, receive justice and also have security
and safety.
We think this is such a significant issue in our society
that we have announced there will be a royal
commission into family violence should a Labor
government be elected. We understand the complexities
of this issue. It is always difficult for governments and
parliaments in the interface between what happens in
the privacy of one’s bedroom or one’s home and the
laws and role of the state. It is a complex issue. It
requires a holistic approach. It requires an
understanding of the various factors that lead to
domestic violence, and in particular the sorts of factors
and policy parameters that governments need to address
if they are really going to stop the insidious events that
occur in homes, in suburbs and in areas throughout
Victoria and Australia. That is why we support a royal
commission on this issue.
This bill amends the 2008 legislation that Labor
brought in, which was groundbreaking legislation that
set the scene for making domestic violence and family
violence a criminal act in this state — not a family
issue, not an issue in the home, but an issue of law,
protection and legislation. The bill enables family
violence safety notices to be issued outside court hours.
It enables certain interim family violence intervention
orders to become final orders without further court
hearings, which is important in preventing many people
becoming victims through the court system. It allows
for the publication of reports about family violence
charges and convictions without obtaining an order.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Disability services
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — Tonight I
want to raise an issue for the urgent attention of the
Minister for Community Services. I do so with some
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reluctance, but this woman is at her wits’ end. The
urgent action I require, before the end of October, is
that Mrs Debbie Hawley’s daughter, Samantha, be
allocated sufficient funding by the Department of
Human Services so that she can be showered and
clothed each day and attend Outlook during the week.
I met with Debbie at my office. She is a loving mother,
but as she told me about her predicament she could not
hold back the tears. Her daughter, Samantha, is
22 years old and has cerebral palsy. Debbie has spent
her life caring for her, but as she gets older her own
capacity to lift her and care for her has significantly
declined. Recently, Samantha’s dad had a hernia
operation and he can no longer lift her; hence a hoist is
now required at all times to lift her. Neither parent has a
wheelchair accessible vehicle, so taxis are a must to
transport Samantha.
What do Samantha and her family face because of a
lack of funding? The family already has a deficit of
$11 000 with the Department of Human Services. They
need help with clearing that debt and making sure they
do not get into debt again, so they require adequate
resources going forward. They need more money and
more support for Samantha. What happens when
Debbie rings the Department of Human Services? She
told me in tears that she is told that there is no money,
no budget.
The costs of providing Samantha with the care she
needs have continued to increase. For in-home caring,
which she must have, her individual support package
was calculated at $77.65 per day; the daily cost is now
$103.22. For the weekend it was $110 but is now $170.
Debbie cannot keep pace with these fee increases
because there is no money to do so. The money has all
been used up with basic care such that Samantha can no
longer go to Outlook and cannot even afford a taxi to
visit her dad.
Windermere is trying to put together a new individual
support package but it cannot guarantee success. I note
that Wallara, which provides day care services for
Samantha, is a terrific organisation, and I thank its staff
for all they do. But it is increasing its rates too! This is a
terrifyingly sad and bewildering prospect for the
Hawley family. Let us face it, as Debbie herself says,
‘It’s not fair on my daughter, and it’s not fair on me’. I
ask the minister to act as a matter of urgency to fix this
unacceptable problem. Samantha deserves better.
Debbie and her family deserve the very best this state
can provide.
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Country Fire Authority Carrum Downs
brigade
Mrs BAUER (Carrum) — I raise an issue for the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, and the
action I seek is for the minister to visit the proposed site
for a new station for the Carrum Downs Country Fire
Authority (CFA) brigade and give an update on
negotiations between the government, Frankston City
Council and the CFA to secure the site.
I first raised the issue in this house in February this year
when I asked the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services to look into options for construction of a new
CFA station in Carrum Downs following a meeting
with the Parliamentary Secretary for Police and
Emergency Services, the member for Caulfield, and
CFA southern regional director Peter Schmidt. From
information provided by the region we learnt that the
current Carrum Downs CFA station is inadequate for
the accommodation of modern vehicles and the number
of members in the brigade. The brigade is faced with
occupational health and safety issues around the size of
the motor room and facilities. The region has completed
remedial works on sewerage, general drainage, water
supply systems and amenities to sustain occupancy for
the very short term.
Service delivery planning identifies the need to move
the station to the north while still needing to maintain a
local community presence and the capability to extend
service coverage to Dandenong South, where growth
poses a major industrial risk. Planning for the future
identifies that the most appropriate type of new station
to service the demand is a 3A-type station to
accommodate 24/7 staff in a CFA integrated brigade
model.
There have been ongoing discussions between the
council and the CFA with regard to the new station. An
$8.2 million upgrade of the intersection was also
announced in May. I have been in constant contact with
CFA regional and local representatives throughout the
year and was pleased to have the minister visit in
August to be updated on the progress.
Providing a new home for this brigade is vital and
would be fitting recognition of the fantastic service its
members provide. The Carrum Downs brigade this year
celebrates its 70th birthday and is part of the CFA
region 8 southern metropolitan area, which covers the
cities of Frankston and Greater Dandenong and the
Bass Coast shire. Formed in 1944, the brigade moved
to its current site at 658 Dandenong-Frankston Road,
Carrum Downs, in 1971. That building is now totally
inadequate for the brigade’s requirements.
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The Carrum Downs fire brigade is a fully volunteer
brigade. It has around 67 members and attends, on
average, 450 fires and incidents per year. I look forward
to the minister’s response.

Fishermans Bend development
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — The adjournment
matter I raise is for the Minister for Planning. The
action I seek is that he ensure that neither he nor the
agency to which he has delegated his capital city
planning powers — the Metropolitan Planning
Authority — rubberstamps or approves the current
development application in Lorimer Street in the
Lorimer precinct of the Fishermans Bend inner urban
renewal area before the November state election.
The request about which I seek the minister’s particular
attention is that he subdue his plans for a forest of
towers sprawling from the city and Southbank to the
bay and that he make sure that this is a matter that is a
test of the people in the electoral district of Albert Park.
I do so because the particular application before the
minister and his agency reflects all the worst aspects of
the botched system of planning that he has managed to
establish in his four years of failed occupation of the
portfolio. This particular application has morphed from
being a 30-storey application when it was lodged just a
few months ago to now being a 73-storey application
for 900 apartments and 700-plus car parks. This
monster has, in the planning sense, emerged in the blink
of an eye, and this has occurred because the Minister
for Planning does not believe in planning. He believes
in the market — an unregulated, unguided market with
no constraints — and in guiding the invisible hand of
developer interests above all other interests, particularly
those of the surrounding community. In this he is
wrong.
The minister’s recently announced Fishermans Bend
structure plan, which allowed this monster to proceed,
is no plan at all. It is more of an advertising brochure:
no height limits, no overlays for the early delivery of
services or outcomes, no open space, no community
facilities and no prospect of those facilities being
delivered any time soon because of his botched
handling of the developer contribution system. He has
now passed 7000 apartments, and the number is rising.
That is the number of apartments he has managed to
push through in recent times.
The minister’s intentions were revealed to the world in
an ill-advised tweet — which he has attempted to
delete — in which he asked the twittersphere to
consider that every apartment in the Fishermans Bend
precinct was one less apartment building in a quiet
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suburban neighbourhood, and he asked all Victorians to
remember that when they voted. The minister can rest
assured that the people in the electoral district of Albert
Park will be making sure they consider that — as the
minister tramps over their livability and amenity in the
local community — when it comes to their being asked
to vote.

Golden Dawn
Mr KOTSIRAS (Bulleen) — I wish to raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Consumer
Affairs. I ask that the minister investigate a particular
group that has been established called Voithame Tin
Ellada, or Helping Greece, to raise money for the needy
in Greece during the current economic crisis in that
country. I have been advised that this organisation was
established by a group of Victorians of Greek descent
who wanted to raise funds and clothes to send to
Greece.
Unfortunately over the last few months this group has
been hijacked by Golden Dawn, which is a right-wing
political party in Greece, and it has set up office in
Sydney. It has taken over this group to raise funds and
to funnel them through Golden Dawn in Greece. I ask
the Minister for Consumer Affairs to find out whether
this group has the necessary permits, whether it has met
all the necessary requirements to be able to raise funds,
where the money is going, whose account it is going
into and what criteria are being used to distribute this
money to people in Greece.
It is important that all of us in this place ensure that
Victoria remains the multicultural capital of Australia.
The last thing I want is to see Golden Dawn established
in Melbourne or elsewhere in Victoria, which would be
a threat to the harmony and peace of our multicultural
community. Golden Dawn a right-wing group. It is not
wanted in Greece. Unfortunately because of the
economic hardship members of the public have lost
faith in politicians in Europe. We saw evidence of this
at the last European elections, where a number of
right-wing parties were elected to the European
Parliament. People are turning to these types of parties
because they have lost faith in their system and their
politicians.
Australia is a proud multicultural nation. We have
worked hard to ensure that all members of our
community are able to work and live together in peace
and harmony. It would be a pity if this group were
allowed to flourish and grow in Melbourne and
elsewhere in Victoria, to the detriment of the Victorian
community. I have done what I can to ensure that this
group is stopped. I hope that in the next Parliament
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fellow colleagues will continue this work to make sure
that Victoria remains the multicultural capital of
Australia and that we say no to racism and no to these
types of right-wing groups, which do not represent
Victoria and Australia and which are really the
antithesis of what we as Australians believe in.

Broadmeadows electorate
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — My
adjournment matter is for the Premier. The action I seek
is that the Victorian coalition reinvest in
Broadmeadows the funding and resources it has
stripped from the state’s poorest community before this
government’s term expires. Unemployment in
Broadmeadows will soon hit double digits. Youth
joblessness is perilously high. Australia’s social
contract is unravelling at a precarious time. The cruel
cynicism of coalition politics has contributed to these
consequences. A fair go has been a defining value since
Federation, but it has been jeopardised in only one
parliamentary term under Australia’s most dogmatic
right-wing government and Victoria’s most unstable
modern administration.
Broadmeadows is the iconic flashpoint. Home of the
heavy lifters, whose muscle and nous powered an
economic engine room that underwrote Victoria’s
prosperity for generations, it has been hardest hit by the
Abbott coalition’s budget and the Baillieu-Napthine
regime’s reverse Robin Hood strategy of redistributing
funds from Victoria’s poorest community to sandbag
marginal seats. These calculated strategies need to be
known and understood because they highlight political
bias, systemic failure and repeated historic neglect.
When the coalition won government in Victoria it axed
almost $100 million worth of shovel-ready
infrastructure projects in Broadmeadows: the central
activities district and railway station redevelopment and
a vital government services building. Instead of
investing in a booming growth area, it redistributed the
money to sandbag marginal seats.
The Victorian coalition cut $25 million from Kangan
Institute and then merged it with Bendigo TAFE, again
trying to win marginal seats instead of honouring its
pledge to govern for all. Now it wants to take
$25 million out of the City of Hume to subsidise a
breakaway Sunbury council in a decision that is
unprecedented, unfair and unsustainable. Again, the
poorest and most vulnerable families in the state are
being punished for the coalition’s political purposes.
These funds and resources must be reinvested as a
matter of urgency or the coalition will be condemned
for its callous disregard and forfeit its right to govern.
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Broadmeadows matters because it symbolises hope.
Families from more than 140 countries have displayed
the imagination to dream of a better future and the
courage to cross the world to pursue it, as my family
did before them. Only the accents, not the aspirations,
have changed. More than twice as many Muslim
families than any other Victorian electorate live side by
side with Christian refugees from Iraq. All now call
Australia home. They deserve a fair go.
Way back in February I wrote to the Premier and the
Prime Minister offering to set up a collaboration to use
the global learning village to harness lifelong learning
and do a ‘local jobs for local people’ project. We have
had no positive interaction since. There has been
neglect and a callous disregard shown for people who
came here to invest in this country and who will be the
making of this country if they are given a fair go. We
should not be ignoring them at this perilous time.

Lowan electorate community projects
Mr DELAHUNTY (Lowan) — This is my final
adjournment matter after over 15 years in this
Parliament. The matter I raise is for the attention of the
Minister for Regional and Rural Development, who is
also the Deputy Premier and a fantastic Leader of The
Nationals. The action I seek is for funding to be
provided to assist communities in my electorate of
Lowan.
Since its creation in 2011 the Regional Growth Fund
has delivered more than $430 million across
1500 projects, generating over $1.7 billion of total
investment. The fund’s investment in community-led
projects has driven jobs, investment and innovation in
rural and regional Victoria. There are at least two
projects that would welcome funding from this
program. The greater Hamilton signage project aims to
reinvent the region’s branding to help attract visitors,
investment and new residents. Hamilton and the
surrounding small towns are well-known for their
agriculture, education, tourism and manufacturing
industries. The existing signage was installed more than
20 years ago, and with help from our government this
project will greatly enhance and give the region a fresh
new look.
Funding from the Regional Growth Fund could also
assist in the marketing and promotion of the 2015 Nhill
Air Show, which marks the 75th anniversary of the
Nhill Aerodrome becoming a Royal Australian Air
Force base. The event will showcase Nhill’s rich
aviation history, increase tourism, generate economic
benefits for the region and attract thousands of people
from across the Wimmera and the rest of Victoria. It
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will be a historic and educational event. During the
Second World War, 10 000 air force personnel trained
at Nhill Aerodrome, which was the Royal Air Force
training centre.
The Regional Growth Fund is one of the great funding
programs introduced by the coalition. As I said, it was
established in 2011 and has delivered $430 million to
1500 projects. It has generated enormous economic
benefit, created a lot of jobs right across rural Victoria
and has improved the livability of regional Victoria
since it was established. I give credit to the Deputy
Premier and Minister for Regional and Rural
Development for initiating this program. It has
delivered enormous benefits for Victoria, and I trust
that we will be able to produce another $500 million to
ensure that this project continues in the next
government.

Midland Highway, Meredith, illuminated speed
signs
Mr HOWARD (Ballarat East) — I have a matter to
raise with the Minister for Roads. The action I seek is
the installation of flashing speed signs ahead of the
school crossing in front of Meredith Primary School. I
have recently spoken with the president of the school
council, Stefania Parkinson. She believes that flashing
speed signs should be installed ahead of all school
crossings, and along with many other members of the
Meredith school community she believes this is
particularly the case for Meredith Primary School
where the crossing is on the Midland Highway which is
of course the main road to Ballarat and Geelong.
I note that finally, after 3 years and 10 months in office,
the minister has installed such signs further down the
Midland Highway at Buninyong, which is something I
had been calling for since 2011. It is disappointing that
despite similar signs having been erected in Sebastopol
for the Magpie Primary School crossing many years
ago the minister found it necessary to conduct trials into
the value of the flashing speed signs. These trials took
nearly two years to complete and still did not give a
positive answer for Buninyong. However, it is
marvellous to see what an election can do, especially
when I have publicly raised this issue as the local
member and the Labor opposition has committed to
delivering, as we did in May.
Flashing speed signs will be of great value to the people
of Buninyong as motorists will see them as they travel
down the Midland Highway into the town. Labor has
also committed to installing signs in Napoleons, where
the new school built by Labor and situated on the
Ballarat-Colac Road has a path leading to a crossing
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place but has no formal school crossing. Labor has
committed to complete the crossing and install flashing
signs ahead of the crossing. We have also committed to
installing pedestrian lights in Ballan’s main street, if
elected.
The coalition government has failed to show any
commitment to the safety of pedestrians, whether they
be schoolchildren or members of the general public.
Our school students as well as our older members of the
community deserve better. While I give credit to the
minister for finally delivering the Buninyong school
crossing, I now ask him to commit to installing flashing
speed lights ahead of the school crossing on the
Midland Highway at Meredith.

Sandringham electorate planning zones
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — The matter I
wish to raise is for the attention of the Minister for
Planning, and the action I seek is for the minister to
visit the Sandringham electorate and meet with
residents from Highett and Cheltenham in particular to
review their concerns in relation to the application of
residential growth zones and its impact on existing
streets and the application of general residential zones
to some areas.
Concerns have been raised at recent listening posts,
with residents stating ‘our enjoyment of our properties
and the reasons we chose to live in this locale have
been put in jeopardy and this is already causing great
anxiety and stress to all of us’. Other concerns include a
lack of community infrastructure to accommodate
growth, insufficient allowance for on-site parking,
permanent second car street parking, jammed up roads
you would struggle to get a billycart down, a loss of
cul-de-sac lifestyle for children and loss of property
value for properties that have been already renovated in
areas which were marked for redevelopment.
One resident stated, ‘We bought here to live here; this
was our forever home’, but that there are now concerns
within the family that they will have no choice but to
move. There is also a view that other parts of the city of
Bayside have the capacity for growth and that there is a
prospect in relation to some commercial land that it
might be able to accommodate increased density on a
more structured basis.
The City of Kingston wrote to me in response to a
concern raised by another constituent in relation to an
area where there has already been some growth. I might
add that there is a lack of alignment along the
boundaries between Kingston and Bayside — they
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have different height objectives. This person from the
Kingston council noted:
Available parking in this group of streets is currently quite
limited in the evenings. The existing and proposed planning
provisions require one or two on-site spaces per dwelling.
Council works hard to ensure that these provisions are not
diluted during the planning process; however this is
sometimes not achieved. Many of the new households have
more vehicles than can be accommodated on site and this has
led to relatively high on-street parking levels. There is
currently a mismatch between the objective of the planning
schemes to have somewhat denser housing closer to transport
and activity centres and associated reduced car requirements,
and the actual car ownership levels of the people who move
into these areas.
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On the second visit requiring emergency surgery
Mr Land arrived at the hospital at 1.00 p.m. on
2 October. He first saw a doctor at 7.56 p.m. and was
told he required surgery. Mr Land was then shifted on a
trolley to different wards seven times while waiting for
the surgeon. He first saw the surgeon at 7.12 a.m. the
next day, having endured a night of sleeplessness and
distress, not knowing what was going to happen to him.

These examples represent the range of general
concerns. I would greatly value it if the minister could
visit my electorate, visit the streets and speak with some
of the people who have raised these concerns at street
corner meetings and by correspondence.

This is in stark contrast to his experience the previous
year, before the investment occurred, when he was
required to undergo the same operation — all organised
in a little over 8 hours. As he says, the population is
increasing in the northern suburbs but hospital services
are decreasing. I repeat the request of the Minister for
Health, and in the words of Mr Land, I ask what is
going to be done about the resource issue at the
Northern Hospital — and no spin, please, as it is easy to
see through these days.

Northern Hospital

Jordan Reserve, Chadstone, lighting

Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — I seek to raise
a matter regarding the emergency department of the
Northern Hospital with the Minister for Health. The
action I seek is an explanation as to what the minister
will do to address the lack of resources at the Northern
Hospital, which is causing a blowout in waiting times
in the emergency department.

Mr WATT (Burwood) — My adjournment matter
is for the Minister for Sport and Recreation. The action
I seek is for the minister to make available funds to
assist with the installation of adequate lighting at Jordan
Reserve, Chadstone, in my electorate of Burwood.
Jordan Reserve is home to the Chadstone Football
Club, the Synners, formerly Syndal Tally-Ho, and the
Chadstone Synners Disability Team. I want to thank
Steve Allsopp from the Chadstone Football Club and
Bill Garland from the Chadstone Synners Disability
Team for bringing to my attention the need for
improved facilities — a need that has existed for quite
some time at the Jordan Reserve.

A frustrated resident of Epping in the electorate of
Thomastown has agreed to let me talk of his experience
because he is concerned about services in the northern
suburbs, not just for his own sake but for the sake of
others living in the area. The only bit of investment
made by this government in the north was to fund some
extensions to the Northern Hospital. This included
increasing the capacity of the emergency department.
But it seems this injection of funds has done absolutely
nothing to help. There has been money spent, but it has
not provided a positive outcome for residents of the
northern suburbs. It is yet again input without thought,
resulting in no output.
One of my constituents, Mr Land, was unfortunate
enough to have had two emergency trips to the
Northern Hospital within a week. On the first occasion
he arrived at 7.20 p.m. on the evening of Sunday,
28 September, with what was later diagnosed as a badly
broken big toe. He was discharged at 3.35 a.m. on
Monday, 29 September. He received a total of
29 minutes treatment for more than 8 hours 15 minutes
of waiting, whilst observing that a number of other
patients waiting in obvious pain had given up and left
after 5 hours or more.

Earlier this year I trained with the Synners to see
firsthand the difficulty the club faces in achieving the
standard required for Australian Rules footballers when
they are forced to train without adequate lighting. I
must say that this year, following my training session
with the Chadstone Football Club, the combined
seniors and reserves have had four times more wins
than in any of the previous three years. I may not have
had much to do with their on-field performance, but if
the boys allow me, I will take credit for some of those
wins. I am extremely proud to be associated with both
football clubs, but particularly the Chadstone Synners
Disability Team. The team plays in the Football
Integration Development Association (FIDA), which is
a great competition with a great bunch of players, and I
am honoured to be associated with that team, which has
done very well over the years. If any member in this
house does not know of their teams in the FIDA
competition, I encourage them strongly to get to know
them. There are some great teams in the competition.
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Previously the government has provided funding to
upgrade security at Jordan Reserve, following my
conversations with the clubs. I now call on the minister
to assist in making sure the facility can be used to its
full potential by providing funds for improved lighting
down at Jordan Reserve.

Responses
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — The member for
Broadmeadows raised issues about this government’s
support for the northern suburbs. The member for
Broadmeadows has continually raised these matters,
and we have responded in full to the member for
Broadmeadows, but he continues to make political
points rather than work hard for his electorate. Indeed I
refer the member for Broadmeadows to a detailed
response I provided to him earlier this year.
For your information, Deputy Speaker, I will go
through a few of the issues that were raised in that
correspondence about what this government is doing
for the people of Broadmeadows, who were treated
with contempt and neglect under 11 years of the
previous government and by a local member who did
not have the decency to even live in his electorate. That
is the contempt with which the Labor Party treated
Broadmeadows in the past.
Let me talk about just some of the initiatives that this
government has provided for Melbourne’s north. I will
go through them in dot point form because there are so
many of them. It has allocated $56 million towards the
$160 million redevelopment of Valley Park in
Westmeadows, a very important project. The member
for Broadmeadows nods. It is a great project undertaken
by a coalition government that cares about the people in
Westmeadows and in Broadmeadows and does not treat
them with neglect and contempt as they were treated
under 11 years of the Labor government.
The government has allocated $30 million towards the
Victoria Police Operational Tactics and Safety Training
facility in Craigieburn, a $110 million facility for a
training centre in Melbourne’s north, providing jobs in
the local community and training for our police and
emergency services workers. The government has also
allocated $29 million for an expanded inpatient facility
at the Northern Hospital which is being built at the
moment and which will provide an extra 32 beds, plus
$24.5 million for an emergency department and new
special care nursery that was opened in January. Again,
these are significant investments in the Northern
Hospital to meet the growing needs of that community.
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I remind people that when we came to government the
Northern Hospital was grossly under-resourced and
grossly undercapitalised for that growing community
because the Labor government did not listen to the local
community and treated it with contempt. It has been a
Liberal coalition government that has responded to that
community. I pay credit particularly to local member
Craig Ondarchie, a member for Northern Metropolitan
Region in the Council, who has worked really hard for
and stood up for the local community because he cares
for it. He is the one who has campaigned for the
significant investment in the Northern Hospital.
There is $17 million to establish a new Children’s
Court at the Broadmeadows court; $10.4 million for a
Broadmeadows youth foyer to work with vulnerable
young people to keep them engaged in school and give
them an opportunity in life — those young people who
were neglected and ignored by the previous Labor
government but picked up by this government by
delivering on the Broadmeadows youth foyer;
$9 million to construct a new Hume Valley special
school in Broadmeadows, a great project — —
Mr McGuire interjected.
Dr NAPTHINE — The member is endorsing that
project. Students who are disadvantaged by disabilities
are being looked after by this government but were
ignored by the Labor government. I do not think you
could get anything worse than that. This government is
getting on with that job. There is also $3 million
towards the Hume regional aquatic centre in
Craigieburn; $2.84 million towards the new
$8.32 million Meadows Primary School, including
funding for the development and early learning centre;
$1.15 million towards the development of the new
Hume Regional Tennis and Community Centre at
Craigieburn, partnering with the Hume City Council,
Stockland and Tennis Australia; and an $800 000
contribution to the Broadmeadows community hub,
housing a range of local community organisations.
I advise that one of the other great things we have done
for the Broadmeadows area is to put protective services
officers (PSOs) on the stations right along the
Craigieburn line, making it safer for people to travel on
that line after hours. The PSOs are doing a great job at
Broadmeadows, Craigieburn and right along that line.
Deputy Speaker, as somebody who uses that line on a
regular basis, I know that people appreciate the PSOs
on the line, just as they appreciate that this government
has delivered 1700 additional police, including in the
Broadmeadows area. These are additional police deal
with a whole range of issues including family violence

ADJOURNMENT
3564

ASSEMBLY

issues, drug issues and the safety of the community in
the Broadmeadows area.
The government has also been involved in upgrading
the M80, a significant project in Melbourne’s north.
One of the other major projects we have been involved
in is the relocation of Melbourne’s fruit, vegetable and
flower market from Footscray Road out to Epping.
Deputy Speaker, you would be aware that that project
was completely and utterly mismanaged by the
previous government. It has been put back on track by
this government with a lot of hard work, a lot of blood,
sweat and tears, and a lot of additional funding. We
inherited a huge problem from the previous
government, and we had to fix it. The Auditor-General
himself said what a dog of a project this was under the
Labor government. It was an absolutely disgraceful
project that has been fixed by this government.
It does not stop there. As at 1 January 2015 the people
of Broadmeadows will benefit from this government’s
initiative to allow people to travel from zone 2 into
zone 1 for a zone 1 fare — a massive saving for the
families of Broadmeadows. I am sure that the member
for Broadmeadows would applaud this government for
delivering those savings to his family and his
community.
I am sure that as the member for Broadmeadows has
gone around his community and talked to people about
their water bills he would welcome the fact that they are
now getting bills with a special line item saying there is
a $100 saving under our Fairer Water Bills initiative.
The coalition government is delivering lower water
bills for the families in Broadmeadows. I am sure that
he would welcome that, which is in contrast to what
occurred under the previous government, which just
ramped up the water bills through its desalination plant.
People are forced to pay $1.8 million each and every
day for a desalination plant that has not delivered one
drop of water to the people of Broadmeadows and the
rest of Melbourne.
What the people of Broadmeadows are getting out of
this government is a $100 saving on their water bills.
They are also getting savings because we have
restructured and improved that terrible contract entered
into by the Labor government. We have not torn the
contract up; we have restructured it to get a better deal
for the families of Broadmeadows. They are getting a
better deal in terms of what they would have had to pay
for the desalination plant, plus they are getting a $100
saving each year for the next four years.
Families with pensioners and concession card holders
in Broadmeadows would be welcoming the fact that
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under this government they are getting a year-round
energy concession. They are getting not just a winter
energy concession of 17.5 per cent; they are getting a
year-round energy concession. I am sure that the
families of Broadmeadows who are pensioners, those
families who are doing it tough, would appreciate that
the Liberal coalition government is delivering that
benefit for them. It was never delivered under the Labor
government, which talked about social justice but never
delivered social justice outcomes to the struggling
pensioners of Broadmeadows.
I am sure that the young working families in
Broadmeadows would welcome the fact that when we
came to government we delivered a 50 per cent
reduction in ambulance subscriptions so those families
could afford an ambulance subscription into the future.
They would understand that following the
recommendations of the bushfires royal commission we
have restructured the fire services levy, which was
unfair and inequitable and which the royal commission
said was unfair and inequitable. We have restructured it
so it is fairer, more equitable and cheaper for families
across Victoria, particularly in Broadmeadows.
On top of that, the member for Broadmeadows would
be pleased to know that pensioners in his electorate will
for the first time in their lives, under a Liberal-Nationals
coalition government, be getting a concession on their
fire services levy. It was never delivered under a Labor
government but is being delivered under a caring,
listening and responding Liberal-Nationals government.
Young people aspiring to buy their first home in the
Broadmeadows area would welcome the fact that under
this government they have had a 50 per cent reduction
in stamp duty for that purchase. In this year’s budget
the member for Broadmeadows would have cheered
and applauded the fact that this government is building
the airport rail link, an absolutely vital piece of
infrastructure for Broadmeadows and Tullamarine and
something that the community has been calling for for
44 years. The member for Broadmeadows, I am sure,
would also have welcomed the investment of this
government in building the Melbourne rail link and the
airport rail link, which will provide both jobs and
opportunities for the people of his electorate and that
vital rail link to the airport.
I am sure that the member for Broadmeadows would
also welcome the fact that our budget, because of the
hard work of members like Craig Ondarchie, Matthew
Guy, Bernie Finn and Andrew Elsbury in the Council,
who represent areas in Melbourne’s north and
north-west and stand up for those communities we are
now building, is funding the widening of the
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Tullamarine Freeway for the many people from
Broadmeadows who seek to use the Tullamarine
Freeway to get in and out of Melbourne. Because we
care about those people and understand their need for
efficient transport, we are getting on with the job of
arranging with Transurban an $850 million project that
will create 700 jobs and widen the Tullamarine
Freeway and CityLink to provide better access to the
northern suburbs for families in the northern suburbs.
They will be able to join up with east–west link,
stages 1 and 2, under this government as well as getting
jobs through those projects.
I also know that the member for Broadmeadows would
be very pleased that this government has fixed the
regional rail link project, which is now under budget,
over scoped and ahead of schedule. The regional rail
link, which is almost completed, will provide
opportunities for us to increase services even more on
the Craigieburn rail line, which services
Broadmeadows. There will be more services carrying
more people more often at lower fares because people
will be travelling from the zone 2 into zone 1 on a
zone 1 fare. This is on top of the 10 000 extra tram,
train and bus services being provided right across the
system as we speak. The member for Broadmeadows
would welcome the fact that his local community is
already benefiting from those extra bus and train
services and from protective services officers on
railway stations.
These are only some of the things we are doing for
Broadmeadows because we know that one of the
concerns of the Broadmeadows community is jobs —
and jobs for the future. That is why this government,
with the federal government, has developed the
Melbourne’s North Innovation and Investment Fund to
invest in key new job opportunities and growth
opportunities for Melbourne’s north.
Given the time I will not go through all those jobs. I
will just list a few of the jobs created because of the
hard work of a Liberal-Nationals government that cares
about Broadmeadows and works to grow and develop
opportunities there. I again recognise the enormous
work done by Craig Ondarchie and Matthew Guy,
members for Northern Metropolitan Region in the
Council, and Bernie Finn and Andrew Elsbury,
members for Western Metropolitan Region in the
Council, who genuinely live in, listen to and deliver for
their communities. Let me list some of those jobs. They
include those at PMI Imageworks — 110 jobs; Koko
Black — 102 jobs; New Age Caravans — 85 jobs;
Baxters Food Australia — 65 jobs; Westfalia
Automotive Australia — 55 jobs; Sparkling
Beverages — 33 jobs; Lakeside Packaging — 32 jobs;
and Top Cat installations — 20 jobs. They are only the
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tip of the iceberg when it comes to the new jobs that
have been created in that region.
The member for Broadmeadows also talked about
Kangan TAFE, which has gone from strength to
strength under this government. The Bendigo Kangan
Institute is one of the great new vocational education
providers in the northern suburbs and right across
Victoria. It recently announced, with assistance from
this government, nearly $100 million of investment in
new infrastructure to continue to grow and develop its
services. This is on top of the significant increase in
funding for vocational education and training under this
government, increasing from $800 million to
$1.2 billion. This has increased enrolments by over
50 per cent per annum and increased services for those
in most need, whether they be unemployed, people
from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds,
people from Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander
backgrounds or people from regional and rural Victoria.
These are people who are flocking in droves to
undertake programs in our vocational education and
training sector, and the Bendigo Kangan TAFE is one
of the leaders in providing vocational education and
training in the north of Melbourne and in Bendigo.
I am sorry to have taken up so much time. There is so
much more I could say. The member for
Broadmeadows, if he knew his community and visited
it occasionally, would understand that we are delivering
for his community, whether that be in terms of
increased transport services, investing in schools,
investing in vocational education and training, targeting
growth opportunities in jobs, targeting community
safety, improving opportunities for the disadvantaged in
that community or supporting people in making sure
they can cope with the cost of living in this great state.
I am sure the member for Broadmeadows would
appreciate from that brief summary I have outlined that
this government is genuinely listening to people right
across Victoria, particularly people in the northern
suburbs of Melbourne, and delivering the services they
need so they have an opportunity to enjoy living in the
most livable city in the world in the greatest country in
the world.
Mr RYAN (Minister for State Development) — In
the limited time available to me I would like to respond
to the matter raised with me by the member for Lowan.
The member has raised with me a matter related to the
$1 billion Regional Growth Fund and prospective
support for two key community projects in the
member’s electorate.
The first project, as the member has outlined, is support
for the 2015 Nhill Air Show. This is an issue
particularly close to my heart since I live in Sale. It is
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the home of a Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) base
that was established in 1943, and we well understand as
a community the importance of the RAAF being
associated with our city of Sale and by segue the
importance of the air industry in its various respects and
accordingly the importance that it represents for the
wonderful township of Nhill. Next year will mark the
75th anniversary of the venue for the Nhill Air Show
becoming a Royal Australian Air Force base. The show
will be a great opportunity to showcase the town’s
strong aviation history. The support requested under the
Regional Growth Fund would be used to assist with the
marketing and promotion of this important event. That
event by definition would boost tourism in the area. It
sounds like an excellent local project, but of course I
will have the matter assessed on the usual bases and
will be able to speak to it more particularly over the
course of the coming weeks.
The second project the member raised with me is about
the new welcoming signage in the greater Hamilton
district. This region is a beautiful part of Victoria and
has much to offer the state, and this issue of signage is
all-important, particularly for the many small towns
which comprise the greater Hamilton district. That
signage would provide a unified brand across those
communities, and under the Regional Growth Fund we
have already been able to endorse several of these
projects. This is another one that has much to
recommend it, and the member can be assured that it
will receive the appropriate consideration under the
relevant terms by which these applications are duly
considered.
Mr WELLS (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services) — I thank the member of Carrum for raising
her concerns in regard to the need for a new Country
Fire Authority (CFA) fire station at Carrum Downs.
The Napthine government is very proud of the work
CFA volunteers do in looking after 3.3 million
Victorians and more than 1 million properties with its
more than 55 000 volunteers. There is no doubt that the
volunteers are the backbone of our emergency services.
The Carrum Downs brigade plays an important role in
Melbourne’s growing south-east, and the government
acknowledges the important work this particular
brigade does to protect the community. It is a busy
brigade that turns out to around 450 calls each year.
The member has made a number of representations to
me as minister on behalf of the Carrum Downs CFA
brigade. I visited the brigade in August with the
member to listen to the concerns of the brigade
members firsthand.

$2.29 billion to the CFA, including the $457 million in
the last budget, which is $58 million more than was
committed in the last Labor government budget. We are
also on track to deliver 250 CFA station upgrades by
next month. I thank the member for raising this issue
with me, and I would be more than happy to visit the
proposed site for the Carrum Downs CFA with the
member for Carrum in the near future.
Mr R. SMITH (Minister for Environment and
Climate Change) — I will pass on the issues raised by
members in this house to the relevant ministers.
The member for Narre Warren South raised a matter for
the Minister for Community Services regarding funding
and support for the care of one of her constituents.
The member for Albert Park raised a matter for the
Minister for Planning, as did the member for
Sandringham, who has asked the minister to meet with
his residents in Highett and Cheltenham to discuss the
impacts of recent planning changes.
The member for Ballarat East raised a matter for the
Minister for Roads regarding the installation of flashing
speed signs at Meredith Primary School.
The member for Thomastown raised a matter for the
Minister for Health regarding the emergency
department at Northern Hospital.
The very hardworking member for Burwood raised a
matter for the Minister for Sport and Recreation. The
member for Burwood has been a fierce advocate for his
sporting organisations, and in fact all of the
organisations in his community, and I commend him
for his work over the last four years in this place. He
has done an outstanding job for his community, and I
am sure that the Minister for Sport and Recreation will
be happy to deal with this particular issue.
Finally, the member for Bulleen raised a matter for the
Minister for Consumer Affairs regarding an
organisation that is purporting to raise money for
Greece. With your indulgence, Deputy Speaker, this is
probably the final adjournment matter the member for
Bulleen will raise in this place. I take the opportunity to
thank him very much for his support, particularly to me
over the last eight years, and for his contribution to this
Parliament and to the Liberal Party more broadly. I
wish him well into the future.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house
stands adjourned until tomorrow.
House adjourned 10.53 p.m.

I recognise that Carrum Downs is an important growth
area in the south-east and that the emergency services
are an important part of that. So far we have committed
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Wednesday, 15 October 2014
The SPEAKER (Hon. Christine Fyffe) took the
chair at 9.33 a.m. and read the prayer.

TRANSPARENCY IN GOVERNMENT
BILL 2014
Introduction and first reading
Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst) introduced a bill for an
act to require the production of information from
government agencies to ensure transparency in
relation to the delivery of essential services and for
other purposes.
Read first time.
Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst) — I move:
That this bill be read a second time immediately.

I can advise the house that in accordance with standing
order 61, representatives of other parties and the
Independent member have been provided with a copy
of the bill and a briefing on the content of the bill.
Ms Asher — On a point of order, Speaker, I refer
you to standing order 61(2), and for the benefit of the
house I will read that standing order:
After the first reading, the bill will be printed and (except for
an appropriation or supply bill) a future day will be appointed
for its second reading — provided that, if representatives of
the other parties, and any Independent members, have
received a prior copy of the bill and a briefing, the second
reading may be moved immediately after the bill has been
read a first time.

The member for Lyndhurst is asking that the bill be
read forthwith on the basis, he is saying, that standing
order 61(2) has been complied with. I put it to you,
Speaker, that standing order 61(2) has not been
complied with. In so arguing, I put to the house the
following facts. At about 5 to 10 last night the member
for Bendigo East and the member for Lyndhurst came
into my office and put a copy of a bill on my desk.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Andrews — After they woke you up!
The SPEAKER — Order! First of all, that level of
interjection is very poor behaviour so early in the day,
and that interjection was not worthy of the Leader of
the Opposition.
Ms Asher — Following the placement of a copy of
a bill on my desk, I then indicated to the member for
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Lyndhurst and the member for Bendigo East that that
was not a briefing. A briefing of course is an entirely
different thing. A briefing is a proper process, which
members of this house would be familiar with.
Again in the interests of the Speaker deciding whether I
received a proper briefing or not, I would like to
instance an occasion when I was a party to a bill being
second read forthwith under standing order 61(2). It
was an occasion when Lynne Kosky was Minister for
Finance and the government at that time was seeking to
progress a bill to address the HIH Insurance collapse. I
was the shadow Minister for Finance. The briefing
went in the following order. First the minister said to
me, ‘We would like to progress a bill, and I will offer
you a copy of the bill and a briefing’. An appointment
was set, and there was a briefing with officials, where I
was able to, clause by clause — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms Asher — Or a briefing with independent
experts, should you wish. I was able to go through the
bill, as you would expect, clause by clause, and ask
questions. That is in fact a proper briefing. I was then
allowed the opportunity to have the bill considered by
shadow cabinet, so that the opposition was able to come
to a considered view about this particular bill. Then of
course there was a debate on the floor.
The opposition is well aware of the importance of a
proper briefing, because it was only last night that the
member for Albert Park thanked the Attorney-General
for providing him with access to Department of Justice
officials when we were debating the bill on the
expungement of homosexual convictions. A briefing is
not an ambush. An ambush occurred in my office last
night, but it did not provide information on the intent of
the member’s bill.
I put it to you, Speaker, that the opposition has not
complied with standing order 61(2). Whilst it did put a
copy of a bill on my desk, a proper briefing did not
ensue. In fact there was no attempt to even go through
the bill clause by clause. If the member for Lyndhurst
had wanted to comply with this standing order, he
could have set up a proper process, which of course
does not occur at 5 to 10 at night.
An honourable member interjected.
Ms Asher — Precisely. This private members bill is
a stunt. It is not an issue of public policy. On the second
last sitting day the opposition suddenly decided it
would like to ambush a couple of government members
by laying a copy of a bill on my desk with no briefing
provided. I put it to you, Speaker, that the second
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reading should not proceed on the basis that standing
order 61(2) has not been complied with by the member
for Lyndhurst.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, I appreciate that
this is a very difficult issue for the house and indeed for
you, Speaker, to consider. In responding to the point of
order raised by the Leader of the House I want to make
three points. The first point is that it is pretty clear that
the will of the house has already been expressed for this
bill to be considered and debated. This house
unanimously passed the first reading of this bill. There
were no dissenting voices against the first reading of the
bill, so clearly the numbers on the floor of this chamber
or the will of this house is to allow the debate to
proceed. That is a fundamental principle of this
Parliament and of democracy.
We saw the situation at the end of last year where the
government and the former Speaker clearly lost control
of this Parliament, and the difficulties that placed this
chamber in. We do not want to return to that situation
again. I put it to you that it is very clear that the will of
the house is for this bill to be at least second read.
Whether the bill is then passed is another issue entirely.
That is also in the hands of the house. We are merely
seeking that this bill be second read. It would be a
travesty for this chamber of Parliament to gag debate on
the bill.
That takes me to my second point, which goes to the
substance of this bill. Yesterday we as a chamber faced
a very difficult question time. We were considering
some very tragic and desperately sad circumstances, but
they also went to the heart of the public knowing what
is going on with their emergency services. This bill —
and I think government members may want to be
careful with their interjections at this point, lest their
behaviour descends into — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bendigo East will stay on the point of order that is
being debated at the moment.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I advise all members that
it is impossible in this chair to listen to these
interjections and the speaker. If members expect me to
make a fair and balanced decision, they must be quiet.
Ms Allan — The substance of this bill is that the
opposition is seeking to have data able to be released to
the public around emergency services response times,
be they ambulance, Metropolitan Fire Brigade or
Country Fire Authority response times, and put in the
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hands of the community. This is data that is already
collected. This is data that should be made available.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member is straying
from the point of order.
Ms Allan — This is a second issue, Speaker. It goes
to the substance of the bill, which we would argue is
something that should be debated on the floor of the
house, and it should be debated today. The third point I
wish to make to you, Speaker, is about the facts, as the
Leader of the House put them to us. The facts of the
matter are this: yes, at 5 minutes to 10.00 p.m.
yesterday the member for Lyndhurst and I — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Members are to resume
their seats.
Ms Allan — This is also an important point because
it goes to the steps that we as an opposition took to
fulfil the spirit and the words of standing order 61(2).
You, Speaker, and other members of this place
remember what it is like to be in opposition in terms of
the resources available to them in opposition. My point
is that as soon as we had finalised our materials we
made them available to the Leader of the House as the
representative of the Liberal Party, to the Leader of The
Nationals and to the Independent member. We did that
as soon as we had that material available to us because
we understood that we had to present the package of
materials — the bill, the explanatory memorandum and
the second-reading speech. In doing that, as the Leader
of The Nationals will understand, we gave the Leader
of The Nationals a briefing. We went through the main
points.
The Leader of The Nationals thanked us for that
information and in no way conveyed to us that he was
dissatisfied with the briefing that had been provided.
We had also provided that information and commenced
conveying the details of the bill to the Leader of the
House. The Leader of the House, in her wisdom, chose
to basically put her fingers in her ears and not listen.
She did not want to listen to what was being conveyed
to her.
The issue for us, and indeed the issue for you, Speaker,
is what you do as Speaker if the Leader of the House —
if the Liberal Party — has rejected the offer of a
briefing. How can the spirit of standing order 61(2) be
put into effect if the briefing was rejected? During the
discussion we — —
Honourable members interjecting.
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The SPEAKER — Order! How can I give
protection to the member on their feet when both sides
of the house are interjecting in that manner?
Ms Allan — How can the government gag the
debate when one party in this place is refusing to have
the briefing provided to them? We made every best
endeavour; we also conveyed to the Leader of the
House that we would be prepared to meet with her or
her representatives at any point between yesterday and
the commencement of the Parliament today. We made
ourselves available at any time. It is just nonsense put
forward by the Leader of the House that somehow we
have officials to brief her, that we somehow have a
battalion of staff to come in behind us and provide her
with a briefing.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bendigo East has been speaking for some time on this
point of order. I ask her to conclude.
Ms Allan — I am merely responding to the points
that have been made by the Leader of the House,
Speaker, and this is key to your consideration of the
issue. If debate on this is being gagged because the
Leader of the House claims that she is terminating the
meeting, terminating any attempt at a briefing, then that
is a travesty because it takes us back to the heart of
what we are wanting to debate here — that is, providing
information to the public. This government should have
nothing to hide. This government should be making
sure that it is providing material to the community
because the community should be provided with
information.
I believe — and this is very interesting — the Minister
for Health has just agreed to have this bill second read
in the other place later this day. The health minister
says it is okay, and so we come back to that central,
fundamental point of what this chamber is about. This
should be a place for debate. This should be a place for
discussion. There is nothing that should happen in this
instance to stop that debate going ahead. We have
fulfilled our requirements under the standing orders.
We have met and made every attempt to fulfil our
requirements under standing orders.
The will of this house is to have this bill debated, and I
urge you, Speaker, to take note of and give serious
consideration to the will of this house, because it is very
clear that the will of this house is for the debate to
happen. For anyone to turn their back on the will of the
house, for anyone not to recognise that the numbers are
here on the floor of the house for this house to debate
the bill, takes us back to those farcical days at the end
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of last year. I think, Speaker, that is the last place any of
us want to go to.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member should
resume her seat.
Mr Ryan — On the point of order, Speaker, the first
point I will make is that this is not some discussion
about a debate down at the local community centre,
however important — and this one is — that debate
might be, where it is simply conducted according to
whatever might be the rules of that particular meeting
and what might be decreed. Even granted for one
moment, for the sake of the discussion, that the three
bases upon which the member for Bendigo East asserts
that this should be debated now, the practical fact is that
the debate can only proceed if there is compliance with
the standing orders of the Parliament. We do not make
this up as we go along. There are standing orders — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Ryan — Straightaway the interjections from the
other side are that we are gagging debate. This is all
about whether there has been compliance with the
standing orders. We have standing orders in here to
make sure that the rules of debate are complied with in
accordance with parliamentary requirements. That is
the focal point. I mention that specifically because we
all recognise, absolutely, the tragedy about which there
was conversation yesterday in this place. The loss of the
life of the little three-year-old girl is a tragic event.
Everybody accepts that, but to try to make a nexus
between the two is a very poor approach to being able
to justify setting aside the standing orders of the
Parliament for the sake of that conversation occurring.
The key, pivotal point is that the standing orders govern
whether this should proceed or whether it should not.
That is where the debate should be focused.
Secondly, the proposition advanced at least in part by
the opposition is in relation to this purported briefing.
That is where the focus of the conversation now is, and
I will return to that in a moment. But insofar as that
issue is concerned, the question of the timing of the
approach which was made to me is important for two
reasons. The first is on the merits, and I will return to
that in a moment. The second is: is it indeed the fact, as
has been suggested to the house, that the ‘briefing’ and
the material that accompanied it were provided to the
Leader of the House and to me in a timely fashion,
inasmuch as that is supposed to equate to ‘as soon as
the opposition could do it’?
I raise that question for this reason, and I think it is a
legitimate point that requires response in all the context.
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Last night I had guests for dinner in Parliament House.
I took my guests for the customary walk around the
Parliament, and at 9 o’clock last evening I took them
into the part of the library which is reserved for
parliamentary members. There, sitting at a table in that
room, was the Government Whip.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Ryan — The Opposition Whip, indeed. That
was a Freudian slip. The Opposition Whip and the
Independent member for Frankston were, if I might so
term it, in earnest conversation. I believe in context this
warrants — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bendigo East!
Mr Ryan — Accordingly, in context it at least
requires an explanation as to what the general
conversation that was being conducted was.
The third point returns to the issue of the actual timing
and circumstances under which the material was
provided to me. As the Leader of the House has
outlined and as might be said to have been generally
accepted, at least by the opposition, the approach made
to the Leader of the House was at approximately
9.55 p.m. Soon after that time there was an absolute
thump on the door of my office and, as is my wont, I
invited whoever was at the door to come into my office,
and the member for Lyndhurst and the member for
Bendigo East appeared and handed me some
documents. I want to make it clear — and I believe I
will have agreement from the member for Bendigo East
and the member for Lyndhurst on this point — that at
the conclusion of the conversation, such as it was, I said
to the two members, ‘I want it for the record to be
known that this conversation is concluding at 9.57’.
Ms Allan — You actually said 3 minutes to 10.
Mr Ryan — So we agree, whether it was 9.57 or
3 minutes to 10, as the member for Bendigo East would
have it, it was in fact 2 minutes after the two members
had been to visit the Leader of the House. The
proposition now being advanced is that in whatever
period of time elapsed between the two members
leaving the office of the manager of government
business at some time after 9.55 p.m. and the time our
conversation, such as it was, concluded in my office at
what is an agreed time of 9.57 p.m., I am supposed to
have had a briefing.
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Speaker, I put it to you that on any sort of
common-sense, reasonable interpretation at large, let
alone of the provisions of the standing orders of this
Parliament, that cannot under any of the most remote of
circumstances constitute a briefing. What in fact
transpired was, with due respect, a garbled, generalised
description from the member for Lyndhurst concerning
these documents which had been handed to me which
comprise several pages and different elements. The
member purported to give me a generalist
description — to be generous — as to what was
contained within the material which he had handed to
me and which of course by definition I had not read and
had not had the opportunity to read, and this purports to
be a briefing. That plainly does not constitute
compliance with the standing orders.
Further, I say this to the house: if the government had
attempted to pull this stunt on the opposition and to
pursue the course of conduct that is now sought by the
opposition, there would have been absolute hell to pay.
We would have had all sorts of allegations made about
attacks upon democratic systems et cetera — I will not
go into it all. Were that to be said, it would be the case,
because that is exactly what this is. This is an abject
stunt by the opposition, which is now attempting to
subvert the provisions of the standing orders in
circumstances where patently we were ambushed. That
is the fact of it. The key to this turns on whether we
have had what might be reasonably regarded as a
briefing with regard to this legislation and whether we
therefore have compliance with the standing orders.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Ryan — Immediately the interjections are
coming at me that we should be releasing the data. That
is not the point of this debate. The point of this debate is
as to whether there has been compliance with the
standing orders. Everything else is extraneous. That is
the critical point in which lies the nub of the decision
that falls to you, Speaker. In my respectful submission,
under no circumstance can what was provided possibly
constitute a briefing, because obviously in the
circumstances which prevailed there was a period of
time, sometime after 9.55, when the respective
members left the office of the manager of government
business and then left my office at 9.57 — or 3 minutes
to 10, as it might be interpreted. That cannot
conceivably constitute a briefing in the context of the
standing orders and what is contemplated by them.
Mr PAKULA — Speaker, on the point of order, I
agree with the Leader of The Nationals on one thing:
what matters is whether the standing orders have been
complied with. We have heard from the Leader of The
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Nationals and the manager of government business
about the time that the briefing was provided for. The
standing orders say nothing about the time. We heard
from the Leader of The Nationals about whether or not
the Independent member for Frankston was briefed
before him or after him. The standing orders say
nothing about the order in which briefings should be
provided.
The fact of the matter is that a briefing was offered to
both the manager of government business and the
Leader of The Nationals, and the manager of
government business in particular refused to be briefed.
I put it to you, Speaker, that it would be unconscionable
for the provisions of standing order 61(2) to be able to
be frustrated by a member simply refusing to be
briefed. The Leader of the House indicated that the
member for Bendigo East and I threw a document on
her desk. The fact is that the bill was handed to her, the
second-reading speech was handed to her, the
explanatory memorandum was handed to her and we
offered to go through the bill clause by clause. The
Leader of the House indicated on a number of
occasions that she believed it not to be a briefing and
that she was terminating the meeting. Then she asked
us, politely but firmly, to leave her office. When the
Leader of the House says she has not been briefed, the
only possible reason is that she refused to accept the
briefing.
The Leader of The Nationals was briefed. The Leader
of The Nationals had us take him through the clauses,
which we did, and at the end of the meeting he
indicated at what time the meeting concluded. We have
also had the Leader of the House complain that we did
not provide her with officials for that briefing. Provide
us with some officials and we will provide them back!
We do not have officials. We briefed the Leader of the
House and the Leader of The Nationals with the
resources at our disposal, and we did it in a timely way.
We also had the Leader of the House somehow say that
this is not a matter of public interest. I could scarcely
think of a matter of public interest more serious than
this.
Dr Napthine interjected.
Mr PAKULA — It was a point made by the Leader
of the House. Can I also say that the Leader of the
Government in the Legislative Council has agreed for
this bill to be second read later this day. This means
that — quite distinct from the government’s claims
about this being a stunt — this bill could pass both
houses of this Parliament today.
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Finally let me say that we have heard a lot from the
Leader of The Nationals and the Leader of the House
about how inappropriate it is to hold a briefing the night
before the introduction of a bill. On numerous
occasions during this term of Parliament, when the
government has declared a bill urgent, we have agreed
not to frustrate the government’s intentions when it has
sought to brief opposition members on the day a bill
was to be debated. That has happened on a number of
occasions when the government has declared a bill to
be urgent, so to have government members now
complain about being briefed the day before does them
no credit given those circumstances.
Finally, I reiterate the point made by the member for
Bendigo East. The will of this house has been
expressed. The first reading passed without debate, the
government has been briefed, the standing orders have
been complied with and this debate should be able to
proceed.
Mr Clark — On the point of order, Speaker, it is not
in order for the member for Lyndhurst to proceed
immediately with the second reading of this bill. The
precondition in standing order 61(2) has not been
complied with. As all honourable members will know,
the normal position in this house, as has been the case
for a long time and as is set out in standing order 61(2),
is that:
After the first reading, the bill will be printed and (except for
an appropriation or supply bill) a future day will be appointed
for its second reading …

The second reading can only take place immediately if
the proviso to standing order 61(2) has been complied
with. That proviso is that:
… representatives of the other parties, and any Independent
members, have received a prior copy of the bill and a
briefing …

Now both the Leader of the House and the Leader of
The Nationals have informed the house that they have
not had a briefing. There has been no information
placed before the house other than a simple assertion in
relation to whether or not there has been a copy of the
bill and a briefing provided to the member for
Frankston. But whether or not that has occurred, it is
clear that the Leader of the House has not been briefed
and that the Leader of The Nationals has not been
briefed.
Let us assume that those persons would qualify as
representatives of their parties. The simple fact is that
the precondition has not been fulfilled. There has not
been a briefing. You have to ask yourself what a
briefing consists of. No doubt different people could
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describe it in different ways, but the ordinary
expectation is that if there is to be a briefing, there will
be an explanation of the bill provided by someone who
is expert and qualified to provide an authoritative
explanation, that the person receiving the briefing will
be taken through the bill and that the clauses will be
outlined. I am told there are some 12 clauses in the bill.
You would expect that there would be an opportunity to
respond to questions and that there would be
engagement in order to convey to the recipient of the
briefing an understanding of the bill’s content, so that
they are in a position to make informed decisions and
an informed contribution to the debate.
I very much doubt whether it is possible to have
unilateral briefing — in other words, a so-called
briefing that is imposed upon a person when they are
not a willing recipient of it. It is hard to see that a
monologue delivered at someone can constitute a
briefing. It has to be taken that this proviso assumes that
there will be some sort of arrangement and assent by
the recipient of the briefing that the briefing should take
place. Clearly both the Leader of the House and the
Leader of The Nationals have made clear that they were
not receiving a briefing by agreement; rather they were
having a very short monologue delivered at them. I
suggest that that does not constitute a briefing.
This is of course a new provision that was introduced in
2004. I very much doubt if you can have a unilateral
briefing, but whether or not that is the case, there has
not been a briefing. In interpreting and applying this
standing order, this is a provision that departs from and
qualifies, with a limited proviso, a very longstanding
practice in this house that there should be advance
notice of matters such as bills. Clearly that is the norm.
There is to be a notice and a first reading and then a
subsequent day appointed for a second reading. That
process ensures that members of the house are aware of
what is going on.
It was agreed when the standing orders were revised in
2004 that the notice and first reading would be
combined in the one procedure, and that is what we are
doing. But it was made very clear in the revision of the
standing orders that the norm would continue to be that
a future day would be appointed for the second reading,
and there was a very limited proviso inserted, which is
what we are considering today. When you read the
report of the Standing Orders Committee and Hansard
of the debate on the adoption of the new standing
orders, this particular provision was not canvassed, but
it was clearly intended to provide a very limited
exception to the norm. It is important that the exception
be treated on a limited basis and that the longstanding
traditions of the Westminster system continue to
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apply — that there be notice given and an opportunity
for the house to be aware of what is forthcoming before
the second reading is moved. There needs to be very
strong and clear grounds to depart from that normal
practice and the longstanding approach of the
Westminster system.
Let me conclude by making a particular point to
reinforce that. Standing orders exist for the protection
of all members; they outline a clear set of rules so that
members know what the procedure of the house would
be. You cannot unilaterally tear up standing orders as
you might be prepared to tear up contracts or other
documents. It brings the operation of this house into
disrepute if you unilaterally want to rip up the
longstanding rules and practices of this house. As I
have said, those rules and practices exist for the
protection of all members — they exist for the
protection of minorities and they particularly exist for
the protection of oppositions.
As the Deputy Premier said, if you accept that someone
who wants to introduce a bill can unilaterally barge into
the office of a senior member of another party in this
house late one evening, plonk a copy of a bill on their
desk, deliver a monologue to them and say that you
have complied with the obligations to provide a
briefing, what opportunity does that open up for future
governments to use exactly that approach against
oppositions — of oppressing the minority, bypassing
the longstanding provisions, and therefore unilaterally
being able to, whenever they feel like it basically,
proceed to bypass the longstanding provisions that
require that a second reading of a bill take place on the
subsequent day?
In terms of the literal reading or the application of the
ordinary meaning of the words of standing order 61(2),
there has not been a briefing. That alone is to dispose of
this question and to rule the attempt by the member for
Lyndhurst to second read this bill today out of order.
That conclusion on an ordinary reading of the words is
very strongly reinforced when you have regard to the
purposes of the provision for a latter day for a second
reading, the narrow nature of this proviso, and the
importance of upholding longstanding Westminster
traditions for the protection of all members of the
house.
Mr Shaw — On the point of order, Speaker, the
Leader of The Nationals mentioned that lots of stunts
are being played and that this is a stunt. Well he has
pulled a number, the government has pulled a number
and the opposition has pulled a number. They have
their little banners they show the media. It is all about
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stunts in this place. But what about things like honesty
and respect and integrity?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Frankston to continue.
Mr Shaw — We saw that the Leader of The
Nationals said on national television that the member
for Frankston would never get a briefing, and he is
complaining about briefings now. I do not understand
what — —
The SPEAKER — Order! On this point of order,
please.
Mr Shaw — Yes, on this point of order; we have
been talking about briefings, Speaker. I got a briefing
last night, sure. Was it before the Leader of The
Nationals or the Leader of the House got one? If it was,
so what?
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Shaw — I got a briefing. I speak to the
Opposition Whip, and many of you have seen me speak
to the Opposition Whip; we do it in clear sight. We do
it either in Queen’s Hall, or in Strangers Corridor or in
the library with the doors open. There was nothing
untoward about any of that. We were talking about this
bill, talking about health and talking about how the
campaign is going, if you really want to know what the
conversation was about.
The SPEAKER — Order! Whilst I understand the
member for Frankston is responding to the comments
of the Deputy Premier, this point of order is about
whether the bill is debated forthwith or at another time.
Mr Shaw — Speaker, we have not seen a private
members bill in this term of Parliament. The party of
free speech, which I belong to and hold dearly, is
probably more liberal than the Liberals over there. The
foundation of free speech has been stifled by members
of the government leadership — not the Liberal Party’s
core foundations, but the leadership of the Liberal
Party. They are not holding to the core values of what
‘liberal’ stands for and the conservative values there.
They will come out on YouTube and shut down debate
on private members bills to scare others away. I want to
experience a private members bill being debated here. I
want to hear debate on a private members bill for the
first time in this house, and we should have that, instead
of free speech being stifled by all people in this
Parliament. We all stifle free speech in this Parliament.
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I want to be able to hear debate on a private members
bill on the floor, and I am happy to hear it today.
Mr Merlino — On the point of order,
Speaker the will of the house to proceed to the
second-reading debate is perfectly clear this morning.
The whole argument from the government benches is
that a briefing did not occur. At a time when we were
still all working in this place, the bill, the explanatory
memorandum and the second-reading speech were
provided to the Independent member for Frankston, the
manager of government business and the Leader of The
Nationals, but their argument this morning is that there
was no briefing.
It would be a farce to agree with that contention
because the bill was provided, but the leader of
government business refused to hear. You cannot
complain the next day that a briefing was not provided
when you were given the opportunity to be fully briefed
on what I can say is a very simple bill with very clear
provisions talking about the release of essential data to
the Victorian people. It would not take a long time or an
army of people to explain this bill. The manager of
government business shut the door on that briefing.
Speaker, it would be a farce if you were to rule that a
briefing was not provided when the only reason a full
briefing was not provided was that the manager of
government business did not want to hear it. How can
you cure a sick man if he will not take his medicine?
How can you do that? The manager of government
business refused to be briefed. The Independent
member for Frankston and the Leader of The Nationals
were briefed on the bill.
This is a matter of urgency, and those opposite giggle
and laugh. People are dying because ambulance
response times across the state have blown out. Rather
than the cowardly gagging of debate, rather than the
crocodile tears we get from this cowardly Premier in
front of grieving families — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The level of interjection
is too high. I bring the member for Monbulk back to the
point of order that is being debated. The point of order
is whether the bill should be debated forthwith.
Mr Merlino — A briefing was provided. Every
endeavour was made to provide a briefing during
parliamentary hours while we were all working, unlike
what happened with the road safety bill when the
government’s version of a briefing was hearing it on
3AW before it was first read and then second read in
the other place. That is this government’s version of a
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briefing. Last night the shadow Attorney-General and
the manager of opposition business went to the Leader
of The Nationals, the manager of government business
and the Independent member for Frankston and
provided both the bill and the opportunity to go through
the clauses of the legislation. The manager of
government business shut her door. The government
cannot complain this morning that a briefing was not
provided.
This is a matter of urgency. The other place is allowing
the bill’s second reading, so rather than gagging debate,
government members should acknowledge that this bill
is a matter of public importance and should be debated.
The will of the house is clear. We want the bill debated.
Mr O’Brien — On the point of order, Speaker, the
less substance the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has,
the louder he shouts. The standing orders of this house
are absolutely crystal clear. In fact they were written by
the Labor Party — adopted by this house, but written
by the Labor Party. Standing order 61(2) clearly
requires that:
… representatives of the other parties, and any Independent
members, have received a prior copy of the bill and a
briefing …

Marching into an office at 5 minutes to 10 and dumping
a copy of a bill on a desk is not receiving a briefing.
Speaker, you have heard from the Leader of the House
and from the Deputy Premier, both of whom outlined
the exact circumstances. Both of them made it
absolutely clear to you that no briefing on this bill has
been received, and therefore the standing orders have
not been complied with.
The standing orders are very important because they
protect the ability of this house to properly consider
matters. We generally have two weeks between a
second-reading motion and debate on that motion in
order to give this house and all its members adequate
time and opportunity to receive briefings and consider
matters before the bill is brought on for debate. As a
shadow minister I had four years of receiving briefings,
and as a minister I have had four years of arranging
briefings for the opposition. Briefings are very
important because there are matters within bills that
require discussion within parliamentary parties and
matters within bills that require discussion with the
community. The standing orders were written
specifically to stop this sort of ambush, and they protect
every member of this house and the house itself.
I understand, contrary to assertions made by members
opposite, that the bill has not been second read in the
other place. Speaker, you have been given
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misinformation by members opposite, which is
characteristic of their performance and the way they go
about things.
The standing orders matter. They count for something
and need to be adhered to. Speaker, you are the person
charged with the responsibility of interpreting whether
the standing orders have been complied with. If the
member for Lyndhurst was hanging around the home of
the Leader of the House at 4 o’clock in the morning and
shoved the bill under her door, was that a briefing? No.
Briefings need to be received, not offered in a mad rush
but received. That is the wording of the standing orders,
which have not been complied with. Speaker, my
submission is that you are obliged to rule that the
member for Lyndhurst is not able to proceed with the
second reading today.
Mr Andrews — On the point of order, Speaker, one
can only wonder what Victorians waiting too long for
an ambulance and what those waiting too long for a
hospital bed might think of the last hour of
parliamentary debate. This is a very simple issue. I put
it to you that the standing orders have been complied
with. Every best endeavour and every best effort has
been made by the opposition in good faith and with
goodwill to have this debate brought on today.
Those efforts were made with every expectation that as
a chamber we might pass the bill, and that the other
place might pass the bill, so that it might become law
that Victorians are entitled to know how their
ambulance system is performing, how long it takes for
an ambulance to arrive, how long it takes to get a bed in
a hospital and how long it takes for Country Fire
Authority or Metropolitan Fire Brigade resources to be
sent out in moments of need. This is not a complex
issue, and it is not a complex bill. In fact this bill and
the whole debate would be made completely redundant
if the Premier agreed to release this information instead
of hiding it.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will come back to the point of order.
Mr Andrews — The standing orders have been
complied with fully and absolutely.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Andrews — I cannot understand how anyone
when discussing this matter could be laughing so
raucously. This is about ambulance response times and
Country Fire Authority and Metropolitan Fire Brigade
response times. It is a simple bill.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will stay relevant to the point of order.
Mr Andrews — The standing orders have been
complied with in full. Every best effort and every best
endeavour has been made. We have not, for instance,
relied on a morning program on 3AW as the briefing
mechanism. Turning on the radio is how the opposition
was briefed on a bill that we expect will pass this place
this week. We did not do that. The relevant shadow
ministers have made every best effort and every best
endeavour in good faith and with goodwill to comply
with the standing orders.
This is a simple bill and a simple set of arrangements
made necessary because the government will not
release this data. It is absolutely urgent that the
Victorian community knows the depth of the crisis in
our ambulance services, and this bill should be allowed
to be debated. Then let it be the will of the house as to
whether it passes, just as I respectfully submit to you,
Speaker, that just a short time ago it was the will of the
house, without a dissenting voice, that the bill be first
read. Let us at least have a debate. I respectfully submit
to you, Speaker, that would be the fair process going
forward. Let us have a debate and see what the will of
the house is. I know what the will of the Victorian
people is; they want to know how bad their ambulance
service has become under this Premier.
Mr McIntosh — On the point of order, Speaker,
compliance with the standing orders is a bit like
beauty — it is in the eye of the beholder. The most
important thing is that the merits or otherwise of this
bill are absolutely irrelevant. It is a question of whether
or not the process of this house has complied with
standing orders, and quite clearly there is a precondition
for the second reading to take place that there must
have been a briefing. In this case there is a suggestion
that it constitutes a briefing that the bill was flung
across the table to the Leader of the House and to the
Leader of The Nationals. The reality is, as you know
from your experience, Speaker, that a briefing is a very
detailed process, going through the bill clause by clause
in some circumstances, with explanation provided. It is
not something that is flung across a table in the dead of
night.
As I said, the most important thing to note here is that
the merits or otherwise of the bill are not the issue. The
Leader of the Opposition should debate those merits at
the appropriate time. The question is simply whether
passing a bill across a table to the Leader of the House
and to the Leader of The Nationals in the dead of the
night, without any other consultation with any other
member of the government who may have an interest in
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this, constitutes a briefing. Quite clearly, it does not
constitute a briefing, and therefore an essential
precondition for the second reading to take place now
has not been met. Accordingly, I ask the Speaker to
uphold standing order 61(2).
The SPEAKER — Order! I have listened as
intently as I can to the arguments for and against. There
are two things I wish to point out before I give my
ruling. What is happening in the Legislative Council is
not applicable to what happens here; this house decides
matters by itself. The second thing is that the member
for Bendigo East in her contribution twice appeared to
me to make veiled threats to the Chair. The member
appeared to make veiled threats as to how I would
come to my decision in this chair, and suggested
perhaps the house would revert back to the debacle that
was happening last year. I take that very seriously; I
will be studying Hansard.
As to the points of order on whether this bill should be
read forthwith, I have not been satisfied by the
arguments that a sufficient briefing has been provided.
It is very clear to me that there is no dissent from either
side as to what time the briefing — or supposed
briefing — happened when the bill was given to the
manager of government business and the Leader of The
Nationals. Briefings are not only for members of this
house. Briefings are also for the wider community, for
members of the public who are interested. I do not
believe that a substantial or sufficient briefing was
given. I therefore rule against the bill being debated
forthwith.
Leave refused for second reading later this day.
Ordered to be read second time next day.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Notices of motion
The SPEAKER — Order! Notices of motion 8 to
17 will be removed from the notice paper unless
members wishing their notice to remain advise the
Clerk in writing before 6.00 p.m. today.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Bendigo East electorate mine sites
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of the city of Greater Bendigo
draws to the attention of the house:
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That Unity Mining ceased mining in the Bendigo district
more than two years ago.

traffic-use intersection, and turning right is a dangerous
undertaking resulting in many accidents and near misses.

There are four sites involved, (Eaglehawk, New Moon,
Woodvale and Carshalton) that need to be rehabilitated.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria call on the Minister for Roads to
instruct VicRoads to investigate the installation of a turning
arrow at the intersection of Victoria Street and High Street,
Eaglehawk, for traffic heading north-east along Victoria
Street.

The Department of State Development, Business and
Innovation (DSDBI) has not ensured that Unity Mining
produces closure plans for all sites, despite repeated
requests from community representative members of the
Environment Review Committee (ERC).
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria instruct DSDBI to ensure that closure
plans for all sites are completed and presented to the next
Environment Review Committee meeting and that DSDBI
acts to compel Unity Mining to commence rehabilitation of
all four sites immediately the closure plans are presented to
the ERC.

By Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) (251 signatures).

Rail revival study
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria calls on
the Napthine government to immediately institute the
principles of the recent rail revival study to provide passenger
rail services between Bendigo, Ballarat and Geelong and the
intermediate communities.
This will mean:
repair and reopening of the Castlemaine–Maryborough
rail line;
more passenger trains between Maryborough and
Ballarat;
trains from Maryborough connecting via Castlemaine to
Melbourne and Bendigo;
passenger trains between Ballarat and Geelong; and
reopening of the Moolort silo complex and ballast siding
and more efficient freight handling along the Bendigo
corridor.
Petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly
call on the Napthine Liberal government to publicly announce
its support for the project and to make a suitable allocation in
the forthcoming state budget to carry out this initiative in full.

By Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West)
(1217 signatures).

Victoria Street–High Street, Eaglehawk
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Victoria draws to the attention of the
house the hazardous situation for road users heading north-east
on Victoria Street, Eaglehawk Victoria 3556 and turning right
into High Street, Eaglehawk Victoria 3556. Currently there is
no right-hand signal for these vehicles, although it exists in the
opposite direction. Victoria Street–High Street is a high

By Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) (58 signatures).

Hazardous waste
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
We the undersigned residents of Victoria urgently request the
Victorian government to develop a statewide strategy to
manage hazardous waste and to produce a prescribed
industrial (hazardous) waste management policy and cease to
rely on the Lyndhurst landfill. This will ensure alternative
treatments to landfill for higher hazard waste are
appropriately researched, monitored and implemented.
That the Victorian government determines to introduce a
policy to ensure hazardous waste facilities are located in
remote areas well away from populated areas.

By Mrs BAUER (Carrum) (1254 signatures).

Sunshine quarry site contamination
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Sunshine and surrounding areas
draws to the attention of the house:
That there was regular dumping of large volumes of a
range of toxic chemicals from the large Massey
Ferguson factory site into the old Roberts quarry located
under the now Sunshine plaza complex, which is
bounded by Service and George streets and Hertford and
Hampshire roads. This occurred for over two decades
from the 1950s through to the late 1970s/early 1980s.
The quarry site was 1.5 acres in size and the quarry
100 feet deep according to Museum Victoria records.
The contaminated site was apparently not properly
remediated before construction of the Sunshine plaza.
Long-term residents and people working in the
environmental sector believe that groundwater
contamination is highly likely and that it could be
flowing under residents’ homes. Toxic vapours could be
rising into those homes like has been identified recently
at Clovelly Park in Adelaide following the closure of the
Mitsubishi car factory.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria support Sunshine residents by ensuring
the Victorian government and its authorities undertake an
urgent groundwater testing regime in a 500-metre radius to
the south and east of the old quarry to determine the level of
risk to residents’ health and wellbeing — past, present and
future.

By Ms THOMSON (Footscray) (14 signatures).
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Strzelecki Highway, Leongatha
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of South Gippsland and Victoria
draws to the attention of the house the dangerous section of
the Strzelecki Highway, Leongatha, known as Crightons Hill.
Four people have been killed in traffic accidents at this windy
section of the highway during the past four years, including
two this year. There have also been approximately
20 accidents resulting in serious injury at Crightons Hill in the
past four years.
The petitioners therefore request the Legislative Assembly of
the Victoria fund a short-term remedy of reducing the speed
limit to 80 kilometres per hour, installing flashing warning
signs — or both — and in the long term altering the highway
to avoid these bends.
Petition initiated by the Great Southern Star newspaper,
Leongatha, and supported by the Leongatha Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly call on the Napthine Liberal government to give
Victorians the say they deserve and not sign any contracts for
this project before the 2014 state election.

By Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (1 signature).

Ivanhoe and Heidelberg shopping centre speed
limits
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the need for the state government
to implement 40-kilometre-per-hour speed zones in the key
shopping centre locations of Upper Heidelberg Road in
Ivanhoe, Lower Heidelberg Road in Ivanhoe East and
Burgundy Street in Heidelberg.
In particular, we note:
government cuts to VicRoads means that no
40-kilometre speed zones are being funded in our area;

By Mr RYAN (Gippsland South) (1203 signatures).

these key shopping strips are under constant local traffic
pressure and 40-kilometre speed zones are vital to
pedestrian safety.

Chandler Highway bridge
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria who
travel across the Chandler Highway bridge draws to the
attention of the house the Napthine government’s failure to
provide funding for, or a commitment to the duplication of
the Chandler Highway bridge. In particular, we note:
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The petitioners request that the Legislative Assembly of
Victoria urge the state government to deliver this much
needed local safety measure.

By Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (2 signatures).

TAFE funding

1.

97 per cent of respondents to a local survey supported
the duplication of the existing bridge.

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

2.

Chandler Highway bridge has been identified as a major
thoroughfare and traffic congestion is continuing to get
worse. It also poses a threat to cyclists and pedestrians.

This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the Napthine
coalition government’s cuts to TAFE. In particular, we note
that:

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urge the Napthine government to provide funding
for, and give a commitment to, the duplication of the
Chandler Highway bridge.

By Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (8 signatures).

1.

the Napthine government’s savage TAFE cuts are
driving job losses, course cuts and campus closures
across Victoria;

2.

the number of young people who are excluded from
education, work and training has increased as a result;
and

3.

long-term unemployment amongst young people is
skyrocketing — up by 52 per cent in the last 12 months
alone.

East–west link
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the Napthine Liberal
government’s intention to build an $8 billion tunnel. In
particular we note that:
1.

the Napthine Liberal government has failed to present a
business case for the tunnel;

2.

the $8 billion tunnel will do nothing to fix traffic
congestion in the Ivanhoe electorate;

3.

the $8 billion tunnel will mean that there is no funding
left for transport projects in the Ivanhoe electorate.

Petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly
call on Denis Napthine to reverse his disastrous cuts to TAFE
and ensure that all young people have the jobs and skills
opportunities they deserve.

By Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (30 signatures).
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Rosanna Primary School
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house that Rosanna Primary School
requires up to $100 000 to demolish an old, disused timber
classroom building and landscape the area so that this space
can be reclaimed as an extra playground for the health and
wellbeing of current and future students. In particular, we
note:
1.

the local community supports Rosanna Primary
School’s goal to create additional playground space for
students by demolishing an old, disused classroom
building; and
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rebuild William Ruthven Secondary College. In particular,
we note that:
1.

the buildings and facilities are in poor condition and do
not meet the needs of students in the 21st century; and

2.

the Victorian government has not committed to rebuild
the school since it came to office in 2010.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly allocate funding to rebuild the school.

By Mr SCOTT (Preston) (227 signatures).

Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

2.

the local community calls on the Napthine state
government to provide $100 000 to fund the demolition
of the old classroom building and contribute to
landscaping costs so that current and future students at
RPS can enjoy the use of expanded playground space.

By Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (210 signatures).

Rosanna Road traffic management

The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the impending sale of the
Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE’s (NMIT)
Greensborough campus.
In particular we note:
1.

the Napthine government’s $1.2 billion in cuts to TAFE
funding has had a devastating effect on NMIT which has
reported a loss of $31.7 million in 2013;

2.

as a result of these funding cuts, the Napthine
government has caused the sell-off of NMIT’s
Greensborough campus;

3.

the closure of the Greensborough NMIT campus will
drastically reduce educational and training opportunities
for young people in Melbourne’s northern suburbs.

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of Resolve Rosanna Road Incorporated draws to
the attention of the house our demand for action to resolve the
traffic problems on Rosanna Road including:
volume, congestion, trucks, noise and safety.

By Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (473 signatures).

Walhalla mobile phone coverage
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of residents, property/business owners and
visitors living elsewhere in Victoria to the town of Walhalla
draws to the attention of the house that:
1.

2.

the town of Walhalla is a comparatively remote
mountain location that has significant tourist visitation;
and
the area is subject to adverse weather events and local
emergencies which require reliable outside contact.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria seek the support of Regional
Development Australia to establish mobile phone coverage at
Walhalla as soon as possible.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria urge the Napthine government to halt
its cuts to TAFE and to ensure that the Greensborough NMIT
campus is not sold off, but rather is reopened and kept for
training and educating future generations.

By Mr SCOTT (Preston) (875 signatures).

Reservoir level crossing
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain residents of Victoria draws to the
attention of the house the huge obstruction to travel presented
by the railway crossing at Reservoir station. The crossing
divides Reservoir and prevents easy movement of both
pedestrians and vehicles. We note that:
1.

in the 2012 RACV Redspot survey, the junction was
listed as the eighth worst issue in the state — people
‘… are faced with agonisingly long waits to travel short
distances’;

2.

the long delays in getting through the crossing lead to
irresponsible and dangerous driving from people who
have become frustrated after waiting long periods to get
across.

By Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan)
(1436 signatures).

William Ruthven Secondary College
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the desperate need for funding to

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly fund a grade separation at Reservoir station that
separates road and rail traffic to allow both to move freely.
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By Mr SCOTT (Preston) (1336 signatures).

Barmah forest brumbies
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VICTORIAN FLOODS DISASTER RELIEF
FUND
Final report

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
We the undersigned residents of Victoria bring to the
attention of the Legislative Assembly of Victoria our
concerns with any proposed removal of the Barmah heritage
brumbies from the Barmah National Park. The petitioners
therefore request:
1.

that any actions to remove the Barmah forest brumbies
cease immediately; and

2.

that Barmah brumbies are allowed to remain in the
Barmah National Park to continue their 150-year
contribution to conserve biological diversity in the
forest.

By Mr WELLER (Rodney) (381 signatures).

Lake Cooper

Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Community
Services), by leave, presented report.
Tabled.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND ESTIMATES
COMMITTEE
End-of-term report
Mr MORRIS (Mornington), by leave, presented
report.
Tabled.
Ordered to be printed.

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the residents of Victoria draws to the attention
of the house the importance of keeping water at Lake Cooper
to help save wildlife, promote family activities and tourism to
the area, promote safe water activities and bring support back
to the local community.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria support keeping water in Lake Cooper.

By Mr WELLER (Rodney) (339 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Ivanhoe be considered next day on
motion of Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Footscray be considered next day on
motion of Ms THOMSON (Footscray).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Bendigo West be considered next day
on motion of Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Carrum be considered next day on
motion of Mrs BAUER (Carrum).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Narracan be considered next day on
motion of Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Rodney be considered next day on
motion of Mr WELLER (Rodney).

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Alexandra District Hospital — Report 2013–14
Ambulance Victoria — Report 2013–14
Auditor-General:
Information and Communications Technology Controls
Report 2013–14 — Ordered to be printed
Mental Health Strategies for the Justice System —
Ordered to be printed
Public Sector Performance Measurement and
Reporting — Ordered to be printed
Bairnsdale Regional Health Service — Report 2013–14
Beechworth Health Service — Report 2013–14
Benalla Health — Report 2013–14
Central Gippsland Health Service — Report 2013–14
Cohuna District Hospital — Report 2013–14
Colac Area Health — Report 2013–14
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 — Order under s I7D
granting a lease over Ballarat Botanic and Public Gardens
Reserve
Djerriwarrh Health Services — Report 2013–14
East Grampians Health Service — Report 2013–14
East Wimmera Health Service — Report 2013–14
Echuca Regional Health — Report 2013–14
Education and Early Childhood Development, Department
of — Report 2013–14
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Financial Management Act 1994:
Financial Report for the state of Victoria 2013–14,
incorporating the Quarterly Financial
Report No. 4 — Ordered to be printed
Report from the Minister for Planning that he had
received the Report 2013–14 of the
Surveyors Registration Board of Victoria
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Environment Protection Act 1970 — Variation to
the Best Practice Environmental Management —
Siting, Design, Operation and Rehabilitation of
Landfills (EPA Victoria
Publication 788)

Surveillance Devices Act 1999 — Report 2013–14 under
s 30L

Gippsland Southern Health Service — Report 2013–14

Swan Hill District Health — Report 2013–14

Harness Racing Victoria — Report 2013–14

Treasury and Finance, Department of — Report 2013–14

Heathcote Health — Report 2013–14

Victims of Crime Assistance Tribunal — Report 2013–14

Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 — Notice under
s 32(3)(a)(iii) in relation to Statutory
Rule 135 (Gazette G41, 9 October 2014)

Victoria State Emergency Service Authority —
Report 2013–14
Victorian Multicultural Commission — Report 2013–14

Kooweerup Regional Health Service — Report 2013–14 (two
documents)

Western District Health Service — Report 2013–14

Kyabram and District Health Service — Report 2013–14

Wimmera Health Care Group — Report 2013–14.

Mallee Track Health and Community Service — Report
2013–14
Maryborough District Health Service —
Report 2013–14
National Parks Advisory Council — Report 2013–14
Ombudsman — Investigation following concerns raised by
Community Visitors about mental health facility — Ordered
to be printed
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 — Government
response to the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee’s
Report on the 2014–15 budget Estimates — Part One
South West Healthcare — Report 2013–14
State Development, Business and Innovation, Department
of — Report 2013–14
Statutory Rules under the following acts:
Estate Agents Act 1980 — SR 153
Infringements Act 2006 — SR 152
Mineral Resources (Sustainable Development) Act
1990 — SR 154
Victorian Inspectorate Act 2011 — SR 151
Wildlife Act 1975 — SR 155
Stawell Regional Health — Report 2013–14
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994:
Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rules 151,
152, 153, 154
Documents under s 16B in relation to:
Education and Training Reform Act 2006 —
Ministerial Order No. 790

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Boral Western Landfill
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit) — I rise today to
acknowledge the hard work of members of the
community who have worked together opposing the
expansion of the Boral Western Landfill site. If elected,
a Labor government led by the member for Mulgrave
will use its powers to call in any further application by
Boral to expand its landfill operations at the landfill site
in Deer Park.
For those who are unaware of the site’s history, late last
year Boral applied for a permit to expand the landfill
operations at the Deer Park site to a size equivalent to
105 MCGs. Not surprisingly this caused massive
concern for residents living in adjacent suburbs. They
have already had to deal with odour issues that exceed
Environment Protection Authority limits.
I led the fight on this issue from the very first
community meeting held in Caroline Springs organised
back in February. Following this meeting a campaign
was begun, 6000 objection letters were submitted to
Melton City Council and over 12 000 signatures were
tabled in Parliament. The expansion was rejected by
Melton City Council, and Boral decided not to appeal
the decision to the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal (VCAT). However, Boral has indicated that it
will soon re-lodge an application with Melton City
Council.
The community worked together to demonstrate to
council the level of opposition and concern that exists
around the application to expand the site. It has always
been my belief that an independent process with proper
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community consultation is the only way to deal with
any expansion proposal. That is why, if elected to
government, Labor will establish an independent
advisory committee to consider this application and a
Labor planning minister will have the final say — not
council or VCAT. Labor has listened and if elected will
put the community’s needs first.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Bairnsdale Regional Health Service
Mr BULL (Minister for Local government) — I am
delighted that the Victorian coalition government will
provide Bairnsdale Regional Health Service with over
$2 million to redevelop its wards to create a better
treatment complex for patients. It was also recently
announced that the hospital will receive a
$500 000 boost to help its emergency department better
respond to patients affected by alcohol and drugs such
as ice. The ward redevelopment will mean patients
needing higher levels of care can be treated closer to
home and to family and friends.

Mallacoota project funding
Mr BULL — I recently had the pleasure of visiting
Mallacoota to make a number of funding
announcements with regard to areas in the far east of
the state. These include funding of $176 000 for
Mallacoota Arts Council to complete its community
building, which will house the local community radio
and arts council. The new Mallacoota library will
receive $150 000 in state funds. For the first time the
residents of Mallacoota and surrounding towns, such as
Genoa and Gipsy Point, will have access to a full-time
library.
There is also $50 000 in state funds going to the
Mallacoota Abalone Fishermens Co-Op Ltd to
modernise its plant in a project that will reduce waste
and make it more energy efficient. The Mallacoota
coastguard flotilla will also receive $80 000 in state
funds for the purchase of a new vessel, which is very
important with the near completion of the Bastion Point
boat ramp, which will see more offshore trips by
recreational fishers.

Australian Volunteer Coast Guard Marlo
flotilla
Mr BULL — I would like to also acknowledge this
government’s ongoing support for the Marlo
coastguard flotilla, with $55 000 in state funds being
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provided for the purchase of a new tow vehicle for its
vessel.

Napoleons Primary School
Mr HOWARD (Ballarat East) — I was pleased last
month to visit Napoleons Primary School with the
Leader of the Opposition, the member for Mulgrave, to
announce that if elected to government, Labor will
establish a formalised school crossing on
Colac-Ballarat Road with flashing speed signs to
provide safety for students at the school.
School council president Joanne Gilbert also alerted the
Leader of the Opposition to the threat from the current
government to remove a relocatable Mod5 classroom
which has been built into the structure of the school.
From speaking to local Liberal members on this issue it
is clear they had been led to believe that the decision
had been reviewed by the Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development. The school community
has since found out that no formal review has taken
place, and it appears that the government is hoping to
fob off the Napoleons school community until after the
election. The school community does not want to be
fobbed off; it wants clear answers about the retention of
this building before its members vote.

Buninyong planning zones
Mr HOWARD — The Buninyong community was
outraged to learn recently that on 23 September the
Minister for Planning, Matthew Guy, indicated that he
had determined residential zonings for the city of
Ballarat. Rather than accepting the recommendation
from the City of Ballarat to include the Buninyong area
as a neighbourhood residential zone and without
consulting the Buninyong community, the minister had
determined to zone Buninyong as general residential,
which will allow as-of-right subdivisions down to
300 square metres in size. This arrogant decision needs
to be reversed to protect the character of Buninyong.

Ballarat Diwali celebrations
Mr HOWARD — I was delighted on Saturday
night to attend with my family the Diwali celebrations
at the Ballarat Lodge & Convention Centre, and I
congratulate the Ballarat Indian Association Inc. on
running such an enjoyable event.

Bright Marngrook game
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — On Friday I will participate
in the Marngrook footy game at Bright P–12 College. I
will join local community members and some boys
from the Wadeye Aboriginal community wearing only

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
3582

ASSEMBLY

a lap-lap and some ceremonial skin paint as we pursue
a stuffed possum-skin ball. This game is part of the
Bright P–12 partnership with the Thathangathay
Foundation and the Kindred Spirits Foundation, which
seek to provide broader experiences to young people
from Wadeye, a seriously disadvantaged Northern
Territory community, and to encourage them to achieve
to their potential. Local Bright P–12 students also get
the opportunity to visit Wadeye and learn about their
rich Aboriginal culture. Well done to Justin and Bee
Crawley and the whole Bright community. It is a great
project.

Bangerang community
Dr SYKES — I would also like to comment on my
experiences with the Bangerang people, traditional
custodians of much of the Benalla electorate, along
with the Taungerong, Dhudhuroa and Yorta Yorta. I
have worked with and formed great respect for
Bangerang people such as Uncle Sandy Atkinson,
Vicki, Marlene, Jane, Kevin Atkinson, Uncle Wally
Cooper and his boys Kevin and Jesse. Uncle Wally has
a great ability to connect our cultures, highlighted by
the words he uses when he does a welcome to country.
He highlights that, ‘We walk across this country
together’. One of my most treasured memories is from
earlier this year, when with the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs I met with over 100 Bangerang people in
Benalla. We met four generations of proud, caring
people with a very strong connection to their country. I
wish them well in their application to be become a
registered Aboriginal party, which is currently being
considered by the Aboriginal Heritage Council.

Northcote electorate transport commitments
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — This morning
the Leader of the Opposition and state Labor made
another great announcement benefiting my community
in Northcote — another level crossing will be fixed,
this time at Grange Road in Fairfield and Alphington
on the Hurstbridge line. This is a notoriously congested
area in my electorate. I live nearby and have seen
firsthand many close calls as frustrated drivers or
banked-up traffic finds itself on the wrong side of the
boom gates. Just this morning, during this great
announcement, the train stopped just metres from the
crossing because a taxi found itself unable to clear the
tracks.
This announcement complements the opposition’s
previous commitment to fix the Chandler Highway
bridge, another great initiative for our community. It
will provide tremendous relief to the inner northern
suburbs of Melbourne, as well as improve safety for all
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concerned. It also complements our decision to increase
the number of peak-hour services on the Hurstbridge
line, another much-welcomed benefit for my local
community. As we on this side of the house know, level
crossing upgrades are not just about road users. They
are about safety and being able to provide more train
services — a win-win scenario.

Level crossings
Ms RICHARDSON — Speaking of level crossings,
it would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the
Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party, because it was her
disgraceful decision to waste millions of taxpayers
dollars on removing a disused level crossing in
Brighton ahead of hundreds of other, more congested
and more dangerous level crossings that got me
thinking about the need to fix level crossings in
Melbourne when I was the shadow public transport
spokesperson. It brought attention to this issue like
never before, but for all the wrong reasons.
Nonetheless, the minister’s misstep and decision to
disregard — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Bentleigh electorate infrastructure initiatives
Ms MILLER (Bentleigh) — The coalition
government understands the importance of investing in
local schools, upgrading community facilities, keeping
the community safe and improving public transport for
all residents in the Bentleigh electorate. I was pleased to
welcome the Premier to the Bentleigh electorate
recently to announce the pledge that McKinnon
Secondary College will receive $9 million and
Bentleigh Secondary College will receive $9.6 million
for major works. This announcement follows three
large school funding announcements earlier this year
for major works at Coatesville Primary School,
Valkstone Primary School and Southmoor Primary
School.
During my first term in office as the state member for
Bentleigh the government has delivered full funding to
remove the level crossings at North Road, Ormond;
Murrumbeena Road, Murrumbeena; and Koornang
Road, Carnegie, which will greatly ease traffic
congestion in and around the Bentleigh electorate.
Protective services officers now patrol Ormond,
McKinnon, Bentleigh and Moorabbin stations, with
Patterson to come, making these stations and their
surrounds safer for commuters. I am also delivering a
new station at Southland. Furthermore, a new
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pedestrian crossing has been built on Jasper Road to
enhance community road safety.
I am proud to be delivering a new sports pavilion at
Centenary Park and an $8 million investment in the
Moorabbin Reserve redevelopment, which will see a
new purpose-built pavilion, improved car parking, new
picnic facilities and landscaped open space for the
community to enjoy.
Construction has now started on the Monash Children’s
hospital, a $250 million project to deliver a 230-bed
state-of-the-art hospital that will benefit young families
in the Bentleigh electorate and surrounding areas in
Melbourne’s south-east for decades to come. A
re-elected Napthine government will also build
Australia’s first dedicated cardiac hospital,
MonashHeart.
I would be humbled to be re-elected to serve the
Bentleigh community for a second term to see many of
these funded projects reach completion and to build an
even better Bentleigh and a better Victoria and continue
to plan for the future.

Ann Nichol House
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine) — Over the last nine
months members in this house would have heard me
raise the issue of Ann Nichol House aged-care facility
numerous times. Over that time I have tabled a petition
on behalf of more than 1300 residents of Bellarine,
asked questions of various ministers and sought
guarantees on behalf of the community that Ann Nichol
House would not be handed over to a private operator.
On 18 September that happened. What is absolutely
clear is that the Minister for Health in particular has
misled the community of Bellarine and played an active
role in facilitating the sale of Crown land to Bellarine
Community Health and then to Arcare. This
commenced from at least March of this year. He looked
into the eyes of Ann Nichol and other community
representatives and said he could do nothing, while at
the same time he was actively involved in selling the
land. The entire sale process, and particularly the sale of
Crown land stinks. There is a smell about it.
As a result, I wrote on 24 September to the
Auditor-General and on 8 October to the Ombudsman
seeking an investigation into that sale process. On
17 September the land was sold to Bellarine
Community Health on the basis that the facility would
be extended and the improvements would then be
owned by Bellarine Community Health. On
18 September, the next day, the board of Bellarine
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Community Health voted to sell freehold the former
Crown land and buildings to Arcare, a private operator,
with the final sale contract to be completed on
28 November, a day before the election. This
government, and the Minister for Health in particular,
has let down the community of Bellarine and ignored
its interests.

Opposition performance
Mr K. SMITH (Bass) — I spoke yesterday about
the lack of leadership qualities of Dan the Man, and
today I would like to focus on the rest of the pinko
commos on the other side to see if anyone over there
could step in if Dan the Man resigned and went to run
slush funds for the various unions he is closely
associated with, like the Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union, the union thugs led by his close
friend, John Setka, or Cesar Melhem’s Australian
Workers Union or even Steve McGhie’s ambo
union — he would fit in well with any of them.
But back to the alternatives, there is the angry ant, the
member for Monbulk, the deputy leader, who can offer
nothing but abuse and is as predictable as night
following day, or the loudmouthed organiser from
Bendigo East, with her shrill voice and useless points of
order. No, she is no alternative. The shadow Treasurer,
the member for Tarneit, is in a position that would
normally be a natural step up to leadership, but he
cannot add two and two together. Maybe that alone is a
good reason for the possibility, because Labor never
worries about finance. What about the member for
Richmond? No, he is too busy fighting off the Greens,
and the same is true of the members for Melbourne and
Brunswick. They are all waiting for Liberal Party
preferences to see them across the line.
What alternatives do we have from the mob of drongos
on the other side, who think they would like to be in
government again? You would have to be joking!
Where are the possible leaders? Where are they? They
are a hopeless bunch of puppets, run by the union
movement, led by Dan the Man, who does not have the
integrity or leadership qualities to lead this great state.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Wyndham school funding
Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — Once again schools and
vital community services in the city of Wyndham have
missed out under the Napthine government. In the
recent round of school funding announcements no
funding for upgrades to Wyndham schools has
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occurred. The Napthine government has continued to
ignore schools in Wyndham. Approximately 80 per
cent of schools that received funding were in
coalition-held or marginal seats, but not a single
Wyndham school received a dollar from the Napthine
government’s additional school maintenance funding
announcement. That is typical of the Napthine
government’s attitude towards education in Wyndham.
The Liberal government has failed to match Victorian
Labor’s commitment to deliver $10 million for Tarneit
P–9 College and $7 million for Werribee Secondary
College capital works. That is despite a 2012 audit of
government school maintenance finding that close to
$45 million needed to be spent on 142 western
suburban schools in order to bring the buildings up to
scratch. In its last term in office, the previous state
government invested an average of $467 million a year
on school capital works compared to this government’s
paltry $278 million.

South Stone Lodge Psychogeriatric Nursing
Home
Mr PALLAS — At South Stone Lodge
Psychogeriatric Nursing Home, another vital
psychogeriatric facility in Melbourne’s west, a rally
was held yesterday at which 500 people signed
petitions. I thank Sue Findley, who spoke about her
experience and what her mother is going through as this
vital service is being shut down.

Sandringham College
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I pay tribute to
the Premier and to the Minister for Education, who on
Monday announced a major $13 million investment in
Sandringham College. The investment will support
proposed sporting and science academies at the
college’s Beaumaris campus.
On the same day the president of the Melbourne
Cricket Club (MCC), Paul Sheahan, announced a
proposed multimillion-dollar coinvestment by the MCC
Foundation. Mr Sheahan noted that the school facilities
would sit alongside world-class cricket and other
sporting facilities, which will be available to the school
community, MCC sporting teams and, importantly,
local sporting clubs. The foundation has worked
previously with the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development to make excellent sporting
facilities available at Melbourne High School. The new
money builds on the $6 million the Napthine
government invested at Sandringham College in the
2013–14 budget and will be a significant investment in
education for families in the area.
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I welcome the aggregate $19 million landmark
reinvestment in Sandringham College being provided
by the government in partnership with the MCC, which
will realise the development of world-class facilities for
the school. The decision by the coalition government
will also provide an important educational legacy for
future generations of students. I pay tribute to Ron
Wakefield, the president of the school council, the
school principal, Allen Mcauliffe, and successive
school councils which have sought to develop
contemporary educational facilities in the electorate.

Government performance
Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West) — I acknowledge the
almost 700 people who have signed my online
petitions. It is important not only to acknowledge those
who have taken the time to put their names to online
petitions but also to put on the record their commitment
to influencing policy. The petitions that have been
signed include a petition objecting to the increase in the
cost of car registration — as we know, the cost of car
registration went up by 18 per cent from April 2012 and
by another $25 from 1 July 2014. Another petition
provides support for our paramedics by objecting to the
ever-increasing time it takes to get an ambulance —
and let us not forget that this government has waged
war on paramedics for more than two years. Other
petitions object to the cuts to school capital funding, to
the cuts to education, to the cuts to the Country Fire
Authority budget and, of course, to the cuts in TAFE
funding. People also went online to support bringing
the AFL to Ballarat.
A government should be judged on its record, and as
we can see, almost 700 people are not happy with this
government’s poor performance. That is 700 people on
top of the many members of my community who have
signed paper petitions and who have spoken to me at
markets and street stalls. Let us look at this
government’s record, and this is by no means a
definitive list. The education maintenance allowance is
to be scrapped from 2015. The apprentice trade bonus
has been cut by $20 million. Home and community
care funding going to the City of Ballarat has been cut.
Victorian certificate of applied learning coordinator
funding has been cut. At Ballarat Community Health,
health promotion funds have been cut by $236 000. The
express train service has gone, extending service time
by 7.7 per cent. I could go on.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.
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East–west link
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — The recent
announcement by the Premier, the Treasurer and the
Minister for Roads that the east–west link project will
be proceeding under a coalition government is very
good news for Victoria. It is particularly good news for
residents in my electorate of Forest Hill, as they battle
their way from the east to the airport or across the city.
This $6.8 billion total project cost will not only create
an estimated 3700 jobs but will also significantly
reduce travel times and simplify travel between the east
and west of Melbourne. The subsequent
announcements that the vast majority of construction
expenditure will be spent locally, with the local content
levels exceeding 90 per cent, will be a huge boost to the
local economy. Additionally, the announcement that
around 150 traineeships and apprenticeships will be
included as part of this project will result in ongoing
benefits for both those involved and the broader
Victorian community.
I congratulate all those involved in advancing this
project and note that responsible economic
management is one of the cornerstones of a stable and
prosperous society. This government has presided over
four outstanding budgets and has proven itself to be a
strong and responsible economic manager.
In contrast, the announcement by the Leader of the
Opposition that he would tear up the east–west link
contracts should the Labor Party be elected in
November is a devastating blow to business confidence
in Victoria. To have the opposition leader acting in this
way for a purely short-term political purpose shows that
he and his team are not fit to govern this great state. It is
a sign of reckless and irresponsible leadership.
Victorians cannot afford the risk of Labor governing
later this year.

Retiring coalition members
Mr ANGUS — I take this opportunity to pay tribute
to the retiring coalition members on their great careers
and significant contributions to the Parliament. The
members for Hawthorn, Kew, Bulleen, Bass, Lowan,
Shepparton and Benalla, as well as the member for
Rodney, who is going to the other place, are to be
congratulated on their outstanding service to their local
communities over a long period of time. I wish each of
these members well in their retirement.

Shaheens Eid gala dinner
Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — I attended the
Shaheens Eid gala dinner recently hosted by the
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Shaheens Social and Sporting Club, which celebrated
the appearance of Pakistan’s first ever footy team in
any Australian Football League international cup as
well as the festival of Eid. The recently arrived High
Commissioner for Pakistan, Her Excellency Mrs Naela
Chohan, also graced the evening with her presence,
expressing support and appreciation to the entire club
for attempting and succeeding in presenting a strong
image of Pakistan. I had the pleasure of speaking with
her in fluent Spanish as well as in English.
Respective performances from Pakistani, Indonesian
and Dinka dance groups enthralled the audience, which
sat spellbound through the Shaheens tribute video
played in between the performances. The Pakistan
Shaheens footy team is a venture of Shaheens Social
and Sporting Club. The Shaheens set history earlier this
year by participating in the 2014 AFL International
Cup, during which they also defeated their archrivals on
many sporting fields — India. In an emotional speech
the club’s chief executive officer, Kashif Bouns,
revisited Shaheens’ journey and commended the
players who worked tirelessly to achieve this feat. He
said that the journey was full of surprises, excitement,
sacrifices and valuable lessons and reaffirmed his belief
that nothing is impossible. It showed the world, yet
another time, that teamwork never fails. He also urged
everyone involved not to get complacent, as ‘we’re not
done yet’. I said that theirs is the true face of Islam —
of peace, harmony and inclusion, one which celebrates
multiculturalism.

Fawcett hall
Ms McLEISH (Seymour) — I was thrilled to be
involved in the recent reopening of the Fawcett hall.
The previous hall was too small to cater for the needs of
the Fawcett and Koriella communities, but now that has
changed for the better through a $60 000 investment by
the coalition government. The redevelopment of the
hall is a wonderful example of a community-driven
project supported by the coalition government’s
$1 billion Regional Growth Fund.
The Fawcett hall committee of management has done a
wonderful job led by the president, the irrepressible
Sam Hicks, and supported by Ian Newman, secretary
and historical coordinator; and by Les Perry, Sandra
Macalister, Geoff Sparke, Jim Young, Bernhard
Sauerbeck, Jimmy Swanton, Joy Burchell and Lyn
Mulhall. Well done to all.

Retiring Nationals members
Ms McLEISH — I want to acknowledge the
contribution made to this Parliament over the last
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12 years by my coalition colleague and good friend
Dr Bill Sykes, the member for Benalla, who will retire
at the coming election. Tenacious, driven and
passionate, he is a great example of a member who
gives his all for local communities and fights for what
he believes in. These traits were most evident in his
relentless fight to plug Labor’s $750 million white
elephant, the north–south pipeline. He was always there
for the community and took the fight to the former
Labor government. I know it was a highlight for him,
and for me too, when the coalition government
successfully plugged the pipe.
On behalf of our communities, I thank Bill for his
support and persistence in this area. His passion for
rural and regional Victoria and agriculture is obvious,
and it was appropriate that he had the opportunity this
term to serve as Parliamentary Secretary for Primary
Industries to the Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security. Bill is spoken of so highly in the electorate
that I know he will be missed.
Bill and his office have been a wonderful support for
both me and my office since I was elected to
Parliament. I wish him good health and happiness in the
coming years and trust that Sally will not have to
endure another calving season on her own. Best of luck,
Bill.

TAFE funding
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — How sad it is for
Victorians, for industry, for students and for TAFE
institutes that the current Minister for Higher Education
and Skills is either suffering from short-term memory
loss or is totally delusional. At every chance he walks
away from the Napthine government’s policies, blames
critics of his government’s funding cuts for ‘talking
down TAFE’, and blames everyone else but himself for
the destruction caused by his government’s funding
cuts. I guess the first person the minister should attack
for talking down TAFE is his predecessor, Peter Hall, a
member for Eastern Victoria Region in the other place,
who wrote to TAFE CEOs back in May 2012 about the
impact of the government’s funding cuts and said he
shared their feelings of shock, incredulity, disbelief and
anger at his own government’s cuts. This was not
coming from Labor; these were the words of the
minister’s own predecessor, a minister who considered
resigning over the impact he knew the cuts would have
on his portfolio.
Unlike his predecessor, perhaps the current minister
does not see the damage his government’s cuts have
caused to TAFE and the training system. Perhaps he
cannot hear industry screaming about the avalanche of
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dodgy tick-and-flick training providers. Perhaps he
does not talk to the 3000 sacked TAFE teachers, the
thousands of students who cannot afford the massive
fee increases, or the TAFE CEOs who are seeing their
once-proud institutions plunging into oblivion.
I say to the minister, ‘Stop bleating, stop blaming
everyone else. Face up to the fact that you are in
charge’. If he does not want the job, then he should
resign. I for one would be very happy to take it over
from him.

Leader of the Opposition
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — We know
something stinks when a fellow traveller refuses a free
lunch, and something certainly stinks to high hell inside
the Labor Party, which is run by the Leader of the
Opposition and his mates in Victoria’s corrupt union
movement. The Age reported on Tuesday, 14 October,
that a member for Western Metropolitan Region in the
other place, Cesar Melhem, has been summoned to
reappear in front of the Royal Commission into Trade
Union Governance and Corruption to further explain
the activities of the Industry 2020 slush fund he used to
line his and his union mates’ pockets off the back of
hardworking Victorians. The think tank mentioned in
the article refused to bank a $9600 cheque from
Mr Melhem because it instinctively knew there was
something dodgy about it. If the think tank could see
this dodgy activity from a mile off, how is it that the
Leader of the Opposition, despite revelation after
revelation, still condones this activity in his own
caucus?
When is the Leader of the Opposition going to take a
stand and stamp out this rampant brown-paper-bag
diplomacy in the Victorian Labor Party? The simple
answer is that he has shown time and again, as a former
minister and as the Labor leader, that he does not have
the fortitude to reign in his dodgy Labor mates. At all
times he seeks to abdicate responsibility for those he
relies upon for political support inside the Labor Party.
Victorians deserve answers. Labor and the Leader of
the Opposition simply cannot be trusted.

Baringhup broiler factory
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — The
community of Baringhup and surrounding district are
extremely disappointed that the Minister for Planning
has rejected the Mount Alexander Shire Council’s
request for a comprehensive environment effects
statement (EES) on the proposed broiler factory at
Baringhup. The Mount Alexander Shire Council’s
request to the minister for an EES was supported by the
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community. This is because the proposal is extremely
complex and requires a thorough investigation of all the
underlying issues. The massive industrial scale of the
proposed complex alone demands a detailed assessment
of the likely impacts on the broader community. The
community questions how the planning minister could
possibly make an accurate assessment of the potential
for adverse consequences to the Mount Alexander shire
from his desk in Spring Street.
The fact that he did not pay the community or the local
council the courtesy of personally inspecting the site
before making this decision is both disrespectful and
insulting to the many thousands of people in the
community who will be adversely impacted by the
proposed development. This proposal does not fall into
the category of ‘just another normal development’. It
has the potential for many adverse consequences to
multiple stakeholders. The very small number of jobs
that will result from this development does not justify
the potential for a significant adverse economic impact
to the local economy.
The fact that this EES has been denied without a
personal inspection from the minister says a lot about
the minister’s regard for the genuine concerns of the
people who are being asked to live, work and coexist
with a development of this scale, complexity and
potential harm. On behalf of the community at
Baringhup and the surrounding region, I call on the
minister to urgently review and amend this decision.

Leader of the Opposition
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) — How can Victorians
trust the Leader of the Opposition to be honest and
truthful with them when he will not stand up to the
corruption and lies of his union masters? In 2013 the
personal records of Cbus superannuation fund members
were divulged, without consent, to the Construction,
Forestry, Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU). Such
unauthorised leaking of personal information, including
tax file numbers, is against the law and offenders are
subject to serious penalties.
The Royal Commission into Trade Union Governance
and Corruption recently heard evidence from Cbus
employee Lisa Zanatta, who admitted wilfully
misleading the royal commission by lying when she
said she was not responsible for a leak to the CFMEU.
Cbus superannuation fund members should be very
concerned about their private information being
secretly sent to a rogue union with a history of
standover tactics and intimidation. Members should not
forget that Ms Zanatta stood for the Labor Party as a
candidate in the Western Metropolitan Region in 2006.
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Why does the Leader of the Opposition still refuse to
condemn the CFMEU, despite its thuggery, illegal
conduct and now its breach of trust with hardworking
superannuation account holders? The Leader of the
Opposition let the CFMEU back into Labor’s Socialist
Left faction last year, and his party has accepted more
than $10 million from this union over the past decade.
The Leader of the Opposition is nothing but a patsy for
this corrupt rogue union. This is Labor, the party where
the Leader of the Opposition condones this illegal
behaviour. Victorians cannot afford to risk voting for
the member for Mulgrave and his party.

Broadmeadows electorate
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — The
inconvenient truth is that unemployment is about to hit
double digits in Broadmeadows and youth
unemployment is perilously high. The inconvenient
truth is that the poorest and most vulnerable Australians
living in the Broadmeadows electorate are also the
hardest hit by the Abbott budget, while Sydney’s dress
circle seats, held by the Prime Minister and the
Treasurer, feature in the Liberal electorates suffering
least, according to the University of Canberra’s new
budget analysis.
When the coalition won government in Victoria it axed
almost $100 million in shovel-ready infrastructure
projects in Broadmeadows, the central activities district
and railway station redevelopment and a vital
government services building. Instead of investing in a
booming growth area it redistributed the money to
sandbag marginal seats. The Victorian coalition also cut
$25 million from Kangan Institute, then merged it with
Bendigo TAFE, again trying to win marginal seats
instead of honouring its pledge to govern for all. Now it
wants to take $25 million out of the City of Hume to
subsidise a breakaway Sunbury council in a decision
that is unprecedented, unfair and unsustainable.
Again, the poorest and most vulnerable families in the
state are being punished for the coalition’s political
purposes. The government must reinvest the money and
resources it has taken out of Broadmeadows back into
this proud community. This is the inconvenient truth
that the Premier and the government must look at, and I
would urge the federal Treasurer to come to the United
Nations in one neighbourhood, which is
Broadmeadows, before he goes to the G20, to see the
reality and separate that out from the rhetoric. It is not
about leaners and lifters. These are the people who have
been the heavy lifters all of their lives. They deserve a
fair go.
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Edithvale Aspendale Sporting Club
Ms WREFORD (Mordialloc) — I recently attended
the presentation night for the Edithvale Aspendale
Sporting Club, more commonly known as Edi-Asp. It is
a fantastic club. For a long time it has had football
teams in virtually every age group and has developed
many AFL players. In recent times the netball side of
the club has really taken off. Edi-Asp netball is
booming well beyond natural growth. It is a club that
players want to be at. The problem is that there are no
netball courts at Regents Park, and the club’s makeshift
home is crowded. Therefore I was pleased to announce
that should the Napthine government be returned to
office, it will fund the building of courts at Regents
Park.

Mordialloc Football Club
Ms WREFORD — On the same weekend I
attended the presentation night for the Mordialloc
Football Club. It was held at the Mordialloc Sporting
Club rather than the run-down Ben Kavanagh Reserve
facility. The club had plenty to celebrate, having had a
historic year, winning premierships in the firsts and
seconds, and having the Treasurer join me to announce
a $2.5 million pledge towards an integrated sporting
redevelopment for Ben Kavanagh Reserve should the
coalition be returned to office. Mordialloc Football
Club is a great club, which is performing well despite
substandard facilities. The coalition will fix them.

Dingley bypass
Ms WREFORD — On Monday I was joined by the
Premier and the Minister for Roads to turn the first sod
for the Dingley bypass. This is a road that Labor
promised in 1999 to build and for 11 years did nothing.
The coalition government is delivering for the seat of
Mordialloc and for Victoria.

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Government achievements
The SPEAKER — Order! I have accepted a
statement from the member for Gippsland South
proposing the following matter of public importance for
discussion:
That this house congratulates the Liberal-Nationals coalition
government for having fixed the problems which were the
legacy of the former Labor government while also building
for the future of a prosperous and growing Victoria.

Mr RYAN (Minister for State Development) — It is
my great honour, privilege and pleasure to lead this
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debate today. We came to government as a
Liberal-Nationals coalition on the basis that we would
fix the mess and build for the future. In that context the
intention was to reflect upon the mess which we were
left as a legacy by the former Labor government, to
address all its quirks, foibles and failings — many
though they have been — and then to build for the
future of this great state of which we are so proud.
The coalition has been able to achieve both elements of
the promise which it made to the public of Victoria. I
will address first the issue of dealing with Labor’s
mess. I will not try to accommodate every element of it,
otherwise I would be here all day, but some of the
features of it are well known to the people of Victoria.
They include, probably as the first order of the day,
addressing all the issues to do with the budgetary
incapacity of the Labor Party. As we know, Labor
simply cannot manage money. Labor cannot manage
major projects. It was demonstrable in the course of its
failed 11 years — or 10 years, or whatever it was.
The coalition government was able to make structural
adjustments, which have transformed its budget to a
position which is sustainable, and I am sure others will
make more fulsome reference to it in the course of the
debate. We have a AAA-rated economy and a stable
outlook, returning surpluses over the course of the out
years. It has been difficult to do, but in conjunction with
the people of Victoria its achievement has been
possible. It is noteworthy that in the 12 or thereabouts
markdowns that have occurred with agencies over the
course of the last four-odd years in all jurisdictions
across Australia the only exception to the general rule
which has applied federally and to every other state and
territory is Victoria.
The people of Victoria need to be applauded for
working with the government to achieve that outcome.
In terms of specific projects, myki was an absolute and
unmitigated shambles. We were able to renegotiate it
and, in effect, rebuild it so that it can operate in a
manner whereby it is providing the service to
Victorians which we had always anticipated. We are
now able to see that being delivered. The regional rail
link was another disaster. When we assumed
government the project had not been properly scoped,
let alone properly administered. We have been able to
do all of that, and the result is a great project for
Victoria that is being delivered — properly scoped,
ahead of budget and ahead of time.
The saga of the desalination plant is of course a
renowned story. Even though we have been able to
renegotiate the contract through the great work of the
Minister for Water, it still leaves Victorians who are
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Melbourne water customers paying something in the
order of $1.8 million per day for the next 27 or
28 years. Even if we take no water from the
desalination plant, that is the debt Melbourne water
customers are having to face, and that is ongoing. We
have done what we can, but you can only do so much.
Of course then there is the north–south pipeline. Was it
$750 million or was it $1 billion that Labor blew in
order to pipe water from the north of the Divide into
Melbourne? It was a plan that Labor members said they
would never contemplate. In fact they said precisely the
contrary — that they would never do it. Then in office
they proceeded to do it. There was no business case,
mind you. It never went to the agencies associated with
providing advice on these matters. The
Auditor-General’s report on the mismanagement of
Labor’s water project is a worthy read for anybody who
wants a decent bit of entertainment and to see how a
government should not operate. We have been able to
address all of those matters.
As the Leader of The Nationals and the Minister for
Regional and Rural Development I have a particular
interest in the regions of Victoria. We have undertaken
repairs and initiated elements of our policy which have
made a vastly beneficial difference to the regions of our
state. I begin with the fact that the former Labor
government had been operating the Regional
Infrastructure Development Fund, a fund that provided
an average of $61 million each year to the regions of
Victoria over about 10 or 11 years — that is,
$610 million-odd over the course of that time. It could
never keep up with the demand of the regions of
Victoria.
We were able to introduce the Regional Growth Fund,
and it has been a spectacular success by any standard.
As I stand here in this Parliament in the course of this
debate I can say that we have been able to deliver
something in the order of 1650-plus projects across the
state of Victoria. We have seen approximately
$480 million of the $1 billion Regional Growth Fund
being invested throughout the regions of the state,
which in turn has leveraged investment of about
$1.8 billion. That has resulted in the delivery of about
5000-plus new jobs in a vast array of enterprises across
the regions. It has resulted in 3500 jobs in the
construction phase and has meant that some
8000 positions have been retained. It has been a
magnificent success for rural and regional Victoria.
Mr Trezise interjected.
Mr RYAN — I hear the member for Geelong
interjecting and asking, ‘Where?’ and all the usual

3589

rubbish. I should say that I wish him well. He has only
two days to go in this place. The debate is happening in
the Parliament, but beyond the Parliament I wish him
well. The member was interjecting and asking,
‘Where?’. The answer is simple. He has only to look at
the departmental record on our website. It will show the
extraordinary support we have been able to provide for
the great city of Geelong through the Regional Growth
Fund, which has enabled many projects to be delivered.
For example, we have put $50 million into the Geelong
Heritage Centre. I reckon even the member for Geelong
would acknowledge that it has been a fantastic success.
We have done a multitude of other things as well, but
the time available does not allow me to dwell on them.
The greatest success of all has been the delivery on our
promise to spend $100 million of our $1 billion
Regional Growth Fund on the expansion of the natural
gas system throughout the regions of Victoria. It has
been a wonderful success. We promised we would
deliver gas to 14 priority towns. We now have contracts
in place for 7 of the priority towns to receive gas, plus
we have promised to augment Mildura’s gas supply by
50 per cent. That work has been substantially
completed, and the system will be brought into
operation in the early part of next year. We promised to
spend $1 million on a study to examine the prospect of
having natural gas delivered to the Murray towns. That
work was done, and as I will come to in a moment, we
are delivering on that promise as well.
The traditional system for the delivery of gas has been
via underground pipes which feed into a reticulation
system around the towns that benefit from the provision
of gas. However, as we went through the program we
found that was simply not a financial option for the
delivery of gas to some of those towns to which we had
promised to supply it. Accordingly we set up an option
which has been undertaken by Brookfield Infrastructure
Australia to deliver gas to not only the remaining seven
priority towns but also importantly four towns along the
Murray. On 30 September I announced that contracts
had been entered into to enable that to happen.
I pause to say it is a worry that it is a contract. It is a
worry because the Labor Party, which is already bent
on tearing up the contract for the east–west link, could
come into government, and we will then have another
contract which is at risk because of what the Labor
Party might do. We need the Labor Party to stop being
churlish and to simply admit that it got it wrong. We
need the Labor Party to abandon the sorts of
propositions which were put by a former Premier,
Mr Brumby, who so famously said in the lead-up to the
2010 election that in effect all the gas extensions which
were ‘sensible’ had been undertaken.
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We need Labor to forget the commentary from the
member for Bendigo East, who has so regularly
endorsed the view of her former leader, Mr Brumby,
that ‘sensible’ extensions of natural gas had been
undertaken. We need Labor to get over it, move on and
acknowledge some 18 000 connections now being
made available through the regions of Victoria as a
result of this great program. They will be very
beneficial to literally tens of thousands of people —
men, women and children — and to many businesses
throughout the regions of the state.
More particularly, Labor needs to commit to adopting
this program in the unfortunate event — tragic, even —
that it is elected on 29 November. We need Labor to get
behind this program and support these regional
communities. The funding is there, and the contract has
been signed. Labor needs to commit to this one, not tear
it up and destroy it. We need Labor to say to all these
communities and the many local government areas
involved that it will honour the contract.
Mr Merlino interjected.
Mr RYAN — I hear the interjection from the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, who says, ‘Bad luck’.
Mr Merlino interjected.
Mr RYAN — Now he is saying that there is not a
contract. I can tell him the contract with Brookfield is
set in stone, and not even the Labor Party could conjure
up an argument against that fact. The real issue here is:
will Labor tear up this contract? I exhort Labor to adopt
the contract we now have in place and to tell the people
of regional Victoria, across what are now 18 towns
benefiting from this great program, that if it were to win
government — and God help us if it should be so — it
would honour the terms of the contract and see this
project delivered.
It is a similar case with the roads and bridges program,
for which we have provided $160 million across
40 regional municipalities. Why will Labor not commit
to this and tell these communities that they will see the
renewal of this wonderful piece of funding? It is one of
the initiatives most often spoken about and receives the
advocacy and support of regional councils, not only the
one in which I live but right across the regions of the
state — $1 million a year for each of four years across
40 councils, supplementing the funding they otherwise
receive, to enable them to do the all-important work
that is required of them. It is vitally important that
Labor stop threatening this program and endorse it.
Country communities are living under the threat of
what might happen if Labor wins government. Insofar
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as road maintenance is concerned, Labor is promising
$1 billion over eight years — $125 million a year. We
are spending $500 million this year on road
maintenance. Labor is threatening to cut road
maintenance by 75 per cent should it win government.
It should abandon that ridiculous proposition and agree
to the levels of funding this government has committed
to.
I look at Labor’s famous — now infamous — program
Back to Work — Victorian Labor’s Plan for
100 000 Jobs, which was cobbled together by the Labor
Party a couple of weekends ago. It is 10 or 11 pages
long, with photographs taking up two-thirds of each
page, accompanied by around 150 words. This is
supposed to be its big plan. One of the great reads is on
page 10 in relation to the support for our regions. Once
you get past all the usual rhetoric you hear from Labor,
there are two points. Firstly, it says:
Establish a $200 million regional jobs fund to grow the
regional economy.

What a classic! Who is going to run it? How is it going
to be managed? What is it actually aimed at? What is it
seeking to achieve? It is an absolute load of nonsense.
We have created about 5000 jobs through our $1 billion
Regional Growth Fund. Secondly, it says:
Guarantee a minimum $1 billion in funding to upgrade and
repair regional roads.

That is $125 million a year over eight years. It is a joke.
The other thing Labor needs to commit to is the
$220 million that we funded for the standardisation of
the rail between Mildura and Geelong. These are great
projects in the interests of Victorians, in particular
regional Victorians. This is all about fixing up the mess
and building for the future.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — If
ever we needed proof positive that self-praise is no
recommendation, we have just had it from the Leader
of The Nationals. When the only person who will say
anything good about you is yourself, then you are in a
bit of trouble. No amount of self-congratulatory
windbaggery and puffing itself up will alter the fact that
this government has fixed nothing and built nothing. It
has made so many issues much bigger than they ought
to have been. It bears no resemblance in personnel
terms — and, I might add, in performance terms — to
the government duly and fairly elected four years ago.
Rather than taking instruction from the Deputy Premier,
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someone who has so many questions to answer from
his time in various portfolios, from his time in — —
Mr Wynne — He was lucky to survive it.
Mr ANDREWS — Indeed, as the member for
Richmond eloquently points out, he was lucky to
survive these things — politically, of course.
In terms of this motion, apparently we ought to
congratulate the Liberal-Nationals coalition
government — the Baillieu-Ryan and Napthine-Ryan
coalition governments. Far from congratulating this
government, we ought to have a much more mature
discussion about exactly what is going on in families,
households, suburbs, regional cities, small country
towns and communities right across the state.
Members should be in no doubt that Victoria has the
highest unemployment rate on the mainland. I make no
disparaging comments about our friends in Tasmania,
but we used to do just a little bit better than keep our
nose in front of them. We used to do much better than
that. In fact this great state was the full-time jobs engine
room of the Australian economy. Members should
think about that for a moment. We are not blessed with
the ability to literally dig money out of the ground like
they do in Western Australia and Queensland. We have
always had to work much harder in this state to take
advantage of our greatest strength, our greatest
competitive advantage, which is our people. In the
manufacturing and services sectors our ingenuity and
drive and our hunger and passion were just some of the
qualities that are in no way represented by this
government. All of those qualities and so many more
are completely foreign and alien to this rabble, this
dysfunctional circus, that sits opposite.
This minority government bears no resemblance in
personnel or performance to the government elected
four years ago. Victoria has the highest unemployment
rate on the mainland, nudging 7 per cent, up from
4.9 per cent when this government came to power. We
will not congratulate the government on its
performance on unemployment. Do members want to
know about youth unemployment? Youth
unemployment is at 14 per cent in some communities.
In other communities it is 20 per cent, 30 per cent or
even higher than that. The figure in the great city of
Bendigo is 30 per cent. In Ballarat —
Ms Knight interjected.
Mr ANDREWS — It is 22.8 per cent, as the
candidate for Wendouree and member for Ballarat
West points out. She has not lost her voice to speak up
for the regions. She has not lost her voice to speak up
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for Ballarat, nor will she. That youth unemployment
figure is not just a number; it represents a generation of
young Victorians at risk of being left behind.
Unemployment has gone up, up and up again. Youth
unemployment is at scandalous levels, levels that really
should be concerning to all of us. Certainly they
concern every member on this side of the house, just as
they concern community leaders, civic leaders, parents
and employers right across the state. They do not
concern this government, though. Apparently it should
be congratulated on the worst unemployment level in
Victoria since October 2001. What happened in
September 2001? Ansett left. That is the context in
which we see these unemployment numbers. But
apparently the government ought to be congratulated on
it.
What is the answer to this unemployment crisis? The
first thing the government does is deny it. It denies,
brags and boasts, and then it tells the Victorian people
that they have never had it so good. ‘You have never
had it so good, and don’t you dare criticise the
government. You ought to get down on bended knee
and say, ‘Well done’. You ought to congratulate us’.
That is the submission from the unelected Premier — a
Premier leading a government that bears no relation to
the one elected four years ago.
As if that were not enough of an insult to the people of
this great state, the other government action
contributing to the unprecedented levels of
unemployment is to smash TAFE. That is what the
government has done. It has closed campuses, many of
which I have visited, like Swinburne in Lilydale, which
used to be a university and a TAFE. It was opened by
the Kennett government, no less; it survived Jeff
Kennett but it could not survive this government. Yet
not a word from the government members representing
seats in that part of eastern Melbourne. Not a word.
This government is happy to have kids from Yarra Glen
go to Hawthorn; apparently that is a convenient
commute. The government is happy to have people
who live in the heart of the Lilydale area lose the
opportunity of gaining the skills they need for the jobs
they want. We should congratulate the government for
this. Campuses have been closed, courses cut, teachers
sacked, skyrocketing fees and a generation of young
people in this state are at risk of being cut loose because
of this Premier’s cutbacks to our TAFE system.
But the government does not stop there. We have
unprecedented unemployment, denial, a request for
praise, a request to be congratulated and the smashing
of TAFE, making it harder for people to get those skills.
This is the key point: every young person who is
empowered to reach their full potential helps us all to
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reach our full potential. Conversely, and I am sure you
know this, Deputy Speaker, every young Victorian who
is held back holds us all back. It is as simple as that; it is
a very simple equation. At a time of transition — the
mantra of those opposite; although they never have an
answer as to where we are transitioning and how we
might get there — and at a time of unprecedented levels
of unemployment, the government smashes TAFE and
cuts young Victorians out of the life opportunities that
they are entitled to and the government then comes in
here and asks to be congratulated. It is worse than
indecent. It is disgraceful and an insult to every young
Victorian who is doing it tough, every family who loves
them and everyone in this state who wants to see our
state grow and prosper and see every child get every
chance, every young person get the skills they need for
the job they want, and every person who values the
notion of a government working hard to empower
people to reach their full potential. That is what we are
here for. That is what all of us were sent here to do. We
were not sent here to cut $1.2 billion and the guts out of
our TAFE system. It is appalling, and the notion that
the government should ask to be congratulated for
doing so is nothing short of indecent.
Speaking of every child being given every chance, let
us turn to our school system. The government was
going to make it much better; it was going to improve
it. In my 12 years of experience in this place I have
never encountered a problem that could be fixed by
doing half of what is required. The Liberal-Nationals
government said there was a capital works issue and
that we needed new and improved schools. This was at
a time when it had a majority in both houses —
something that this side of the house has not enjoyed
very often in the history of this state — and had the
unprecedented power and authority of a new
government, before it lost a Premier, a Treasurer and a
fair few others who have since gone by the wayside.
The government said, ‘I know what we’ll do. As a
Liberal-Nationals government we will gut the Victorian
schools plan. We’ll get rid of that. We’ll junk it. Then
we’ll spend four years spending half of what Labor
used to spend each and every year to make sure that our
kids get a first-rate education in first-rate classrooms’.
That is a prescription for which we all ought to bow
down and say, ‘Congratulations, Premier; what a
wonderful job you’ve done’! At the same time our
schools are held together by asbestos and not much
more. Spending half of what is required is no solution.
Spending half of what is required is no cause for
celebration or congratulation. That is why this matter of
public importance is nothing but an affront to every
teacher, to every support staff member in every school,
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to every parent, to every child, to every Victorian and to
every family.
Every child deserves every chance, and our kids will
never be given a first-rate education in a second-rate
classroom. That is why I have spent so much time with
my team over the last four years listening to and
understanding the priorities and needs of our school
communities. It is why I have spent so much time in the
last six months moving around and making costed and
funded, common-sense commitments to make sure that
school communities are supported — to make sure they
are not neglected by a government that bears no
resemblance to the one elected four years ago and led
by a Premier who has lost his way. It is a government
that has lost touch.
The issue is not just about capital works, as important
as they are. I could talk about the education
maintenance allowance (EMA) and all the wealthy and
privileged families who have so much money that the
government has taken away that modest payment — a
payment that Labor proudly supported and boosted
when in government! The government has said, ‘These
families are doing so well and things are so easy for
them that we will cut away both the school component
and the parent component of EMA and replace it with a
fund’. It is a fund that is completely opaque; there is no
transparency. You cannot find a school that has
received a grant out of it. This is not only unfair and
unjust; it is wrong and it is stupid. When these kids fall
through the cracks after being denied every chance and
the life opportunities that belong to them and are their
right, we are all held back and we all foot the bill. It
makes no sense.
The government has said, ‘We will keep building
prison beds while we cut the EMA. We will keep
building prison beds while we cut Victorian certificate
of applied learning (VCAL) coordinators and cut
reading recovery. You don’t really need to read, do
you, if you’re a poor kid from a working-class suburb?
You don’t need to read, you don’t need VCAL
coordination for an alternative pathway, you don’t need
to go to camp, you don’t need breakfast, you don’t need
lunch, you don’t need uniforms or schools or books,
and you don’t need an opportunity to go to TAFE. You
don’t need any of that. That is all luxury’. For taking all
that away this government would ask to be
congratulated. Well not today and not by this
parliamentary Labor Party.
I want to talk about hospitals in the last couple of
minutes available to me. Hospitals are full to bursting.
Where are the beds? Where are 800 beds the
government was going to build? According to the
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Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, which is not
the government’s preferred measure because it is the
truthful one, there are less beds — not more beds but
fewer beds. What does that mean? It means that every
hour of every day every emergency department car
park is chock-a-block full with ambulances that are
unable to off-load their patients because there is no bed
available in the hospital. Each and every one of those
ambulances is then denied to the system and deprived
of the ability to respond to the next 000, code 1
life-threatening, lights-and-sirens emergency. It could
be the next toddler who is drowning, the next young
person who has collapsed on a football field, the next
person who has had a stroke, or the next person who
has been involved in a motor vehicle accident.
This is what this government has delivered: an elective
surgery waiting list that at its peak would have nearly
filled Etihad Stadium and worse ambulance response
times for every single branch in metropolitan
Melbourne. What is more, the government says, ‘We
would like to be congratulated for it, and we will do
everything within our power to stop the release of the
most contemporary data that tells the story and
confirms, in contemporary terms, once and for all that
every single ambulance branch in this state has a worse
response time performance today than four years ago’.
This is not the government Victorians voted for. It is
most definitely not the government Victorians need.
Over the next 45 days the Labor Party will continue to
spell out plans for jobs and growth, better transport, a
TAFE system that is properly supported and an
education plan that gives every child every chance. It
has an agenda and a plan that is grounded in common
sense and that puts people first. That is what our state
needs, and that is what Labor will deliver.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I am pleased to
join this debate. I follow the Leader of the Opposition,
who called for a mature debate on the issues and
instead gave us a tirade of abuse, untruths and slogans.
There were no apologies for the mess that his party left
this state in when it departed from office four years ago.
There was no acknowledgement of the problems of the
past and certainly no vision for the future. In my
remarks I want to look at some facts and also look to
the future.
When this government came to office, it inherited a
structural deficit left behind by the Labor Party. We
inherited a rapidly rising debt level that was putting our
AAA credit rating under threat. We found black holes
in the budget where numerous programs that were
ostensibly there on an ongoing basis had lapsing
funding. There was no long-term planning for the future
infrastructure needs of our growing population. There
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were incredible problems with unreliable public
transport and congestion on our roads. The emergency
departments of hospitals had been appallingly
neglected, the parole system was failing Victorians and
the former Labor government was characterised by a
soft-on-crime approach.
The incoming coalition government has been acting
consistently and with careful planning to tackle each
and every one of those problems. In particular, we have
now achieved the strongest finances in the nation. We
have a stable AAA credit rating, we have surpluses
across the forward estimates period and we have the
capacity to fund the services and the infrastructure that
we need. Something the Labor Party clearly does not
realise is that if you are going to deliver infrastructure
and services, you have to do it off a basis of strong and
sustainable finances. If you trash the finances the way
the former government did, you cannot look after
Victorians; you cannot look after the poorest in society;
you cannot provide for the infrastructure needs of a
growing population.
We have been able to do that; we have been able to turn
around mis-scoped projects such as the regional rail
link and the Box Hill Hospital. We have been able to
get those projects completed or in progress, under way
and under budget, with substantial savings. In the case
of the Box Hill Hospital, we have been able to provide
an entire additional floor within the available budget
because of the sound management of that project.
Anybody across the eastern suburbs who has had the
opportunity to visit and inspect that hospital can see the
outstanding outcome that has been achieved by the
project team. That is the sort of tangible result for the
community delivered by a government that is able to
provide the funds and then provide the sound leadership
and management to ensure these projects are delivered.
I ask members to look at level crossing removals, not
only at Mitcham Road and Rooks Road in the eastern
suburbs, and with the Blackburn Road level crossing
scheduled, but also the removal of the level crossing at
Springvale Road, Springvale, which has been notorious
for decades and is something that Labor chronically
failed to address. I ask members to look also at the
removal of the level crossing at St Albans, which this
government has committed to after years of failure by
the Labor Party to look after a chronic issue in its own
heartland. Some honourable members will know that I
grew up in St Albans, and I know that level crossing.
I know how it became a particularly acute problem
when the rail service was extended to Sunbury, and I
well recall during the Kororoit by-election how the
Labor Party booth members, when they were not within
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earshot of their members or candidates, would say
quietly to those of us handing out leaflets, ‘We hope
you do well. We hope you give our candidate a shake
because it is the only way we will get our people to
listen to us and deliver the removal of level crossings
such as St Albans. Labor keeps on taking us for
granted’. Yet again, and just as it was when I grew up
as a youngster in St Albans under a Liberal
government, when we had good educational facilities
and good services, it is the Liberal side of politics that is
delivering in the Labor heartland.
It is the Liberal side of politics that is going to deliver a
second crossing for Melbourne. It is the Liberal side of
politics that is going to deliver a second east–west link.
Again, if members look at Labor heartland and see
motorists queuing for lengthy periods to cross the West
Gate Bridge, they will see how important this second
crossing, this second east–west link, is, not only for
residents of the eastern and south-eastern suburbs but
for residents of the western suburbs and Geelong. It
takes sound planning, sound management and a
commitment and a vision for the future to deliver on
such a project.
We are seeing this government fixing problems with
hospital emergency departments right across the state,
again neglected by the Labor government. We are
seeing this government tackling problems of school
maintenance that the Labor government failed to tackle.
We are seeing this government delivering massive
increases in vocational education and training funding,
compared with the levels provided under the Labor
government.
We are seeing this government fixing the problems in
the parole system that were allowed to accumulate
under Labor to the point where there were tragic
consequences. Now we are delivering a very strong
message and enforcing the very strong principle that
community safety is a paramount consideration in the
granting of parole. We make no apologies for keeping
dangerous offenders behind bars instead of allowing
them to walk free on the streets as they were under the
regime over which the previous government presided.
If we look to the future, it is clear that Victoria needs a
government that has a vision to provide not just for the
next few years but for the next few decades. We have a
rapidly growing population and that is a sign of
confidence. People are voting with their feet to come
and settle in Victoria, not only from interstate but from
overseas. We need to provide the infrastructure to meet
the needs of that growing population. Imagine how
terrible the consequences would have been if previous
generations had not planned for projects such as the
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underground rail loop and CityLink. Imagine what dire
straits we would now be in.
This generation will be letting down its successors if it
fails to provide for the infrastructure that Victoria is
going to need in the decades ahead, not only the second
east–west link that I referred to but also the major
reforms to our rail system. We need to provide the
Melbourne rail link so that we have separate
free-running lines like major successful rail networks
such as London has, instead of what we have under the
current system where different tracks intersect and
problems on one track can disrupt the whole network.
We need that sort of vision for the long-term future of
our rail network. We need a commitment to an airport
rail link and we need line upgrades such as the
Cranbourne-Pakenham upgrade.
What we cannot afford is a government that stands for
tearing up contracts; that stands for tearing up the
building and construction industry code; that stands for
abolishing the strong cop on the beat; that stands for
giving in to its union mates and seeing the return of an
open season for militant unions like the Construction,
Forestry, Mining and Energy Union. We only need to
look at the consequences suffered by Victorians when
industrial relations and union militants were allowed to
get out of hand at the desalination plant. We cannot
afford a return to that. We cannot afford to have parts of
the state economy where people think the rule of law
and the law of the land do not apply to them.
Going into the next election Victorians have a very
clear choice. This government has acted to fix the
problems it inherited and is building for the future not
only in terms of physical infrastructure and upgraded
services but also in terms of enhancements to the rule of
law, keeping the community safe, providing stronger
and more effective sentencing, putting more police on
the beat, putting protective services officers at railway
stations, strengthening our economy, strengthening our
international engagement, strengthening our potential
for exports, strengthening our potential for new
high-tech industries and therefore strengthening our
potential to create the jobs we need for the future. This
is the clear choice that Victorians face. The coalition
government has delivered over its first term, and a
re-elected coalition government will continue to deliver
in a second term.
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — What a
self-congratulatory matter of public importance —
fixing the problems, the government says. Let us focus
on education and how this government has ‘fixed the
problems’. Only a deluded government would consider
that closing a university and TAFE in Lilydale is fixing
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the problem. Let me paint the picture. In Lilydale there
is a beautiful campus with a university building and a
TAFE building. They have been empty since June last
year, and the gates are padlocked. The campus was
closed as a direct result of the cuts to TAFE by the
Liberal-Nationals coalition government. The
vice-chancellor of Swinburne University of Technology
has said the doors were closed at Swinburne Lilydale
because of this government’s cuts to TAFE.
It is a beautiful campus, and a little way down the road,
right at the corner as you get to John Street, there is an
old used-car saleyard. The Minister for Higher
Education and Skills came to Lilydale and said that
rather than reopening Swinburne Lilydale, which is
what tens of thousands of people in my community
want, the government will get some shipping containers
from Box Hill, put them at the used-car saleyard and
deliver a handful of courses to a handful of students.
This government’s version of fixing the problem is
closing down the only university and the biggest TAFE
provider in the outer east and replacing it with shipping
containers at a used-car saleyard. If it were not serious,
it would be an absolute joke. At its peak Swinburne
Lilydale delivered education to 2500 students.
Mr Battin interjected.
Mr MERLINO — Online? Is that the alternative
the member for Gembrook suggests? They can study
online!
Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The member
for Gembrook and the member for Burwood!
Mr MERLINO — The government is fixing the
problem by closing down a university, and the member
for Gembrook is telling his constituents to study online.
Do not worry about going to university in
Lilydale — —
Mr Battin interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The member
for Gembrook is warned.
Mr MERLINO — This is at a time when
10 000 more young people in the outer east are
unemployed compared to December 2010. ‘We’ll pat
ourselves on the back’, say government members. They
are fixing the problem by closing down Swinburne
Lilydale and delivering shipping containers. Rather
than doing cartwheels, as the Speaker and member for
Evelyn has said publicly, the member for Evelyn and
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every member of the government should hang their
heads in shame.
It is not just in Lilydale. Let us look at this
government’s legacy of fixing the problems right across
the state. There were 25 500 fewer
government-subsidised students and 25 400 fewer
government-subsidised enrolments in vocational
training in 2013 than in 2012. There were 3100 fewer
government-subsidised enrolments in apprenticeships
in 2013 than in 2011.
Let us look across the state. There is a 30 per cent youth
unemployment rate in the Bendigo region, and how has
the government fixed the problem? It has cut
$7.7 million from Bendigo TAFE. There were
1620 fewer students and $1.47 million more paid in
fees in 2013 than in 2012. There have been 46 job
losses and a campus closure in Kyneton. That is the
government’s version of fixing the problem in the
Bendigo region. What about in Geelong, where there is
an 18.3 per cent youth unemployment rate?
Mr Mulder interjected.
Mr MERLINO — Who is out doorknocking my
electorate?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The member
for Monbulk knows it is disorderly to respond to
interjections, and the minister knows it is disorderly to
interject.
Mr MERLINO — At Gordon Institute of TAFE
$22 million has been cut. There are 1752 fewer
students, 136 jobs have been lost and there has been an
increase in fees — and there is an 18.3 per cent youth
unemployment rate in Geelong. That is the legacy of
this government. Government members congratulate
themselves — —
Mr Southwick interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! If the member
for Caulfield wants to be here, he should desist.
Mr MERLINO — At South West Institute of
TAFE there was a $1.9 million reduction. There are
over 1000 fewer students, 157 jobs have been lost and
Glenormiston campus has been closed for more than
12 months, just like at Swinburne Lilydale. Campuses
have been closed by The Nationals and the Liberal
Party in their own communities. That is their version of
fixing the problem.
The education maintenance allowance, which goes to
vulnerable families to assist with payment for the most
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basic of needs — books, camps, excursions,
uniforms — has been cut by this government.
Mr Northe interjected.
Mr MERLINO — If the member for Morwell does
not believe me, he should let me refer to a few
comments made by principals and school councils right
across the state. Rob Newton, the principal of
University High School — —
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members should not be congratulating themselves; they
should be hanging their heads in shame.
Mr MULDER (Minister for Public Transport) — It
is with pleasure that I follow the member for Monbulk.
As he was speaking, our candidate was out knocking on
doors in his electorate. He is out there because he wants
to build a better Victoria under a Liberal-Nationals
coalition.
Honourable members interjecting.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr MERLINO — It is in Gonski? Oh my
goodness, this government is deluded. Where is the
Gonski money? There is no Gonski money. Not one
school in Victoria can identify where one dollar has
gone as a result of the national agreement, unlike in
New South Wales, where the coalition government has
the decency to be absolutely transparent with its
schools. Every school in New South Wales has been
advised of exactly how much money has been delivered
to it as a result of New South Wales signing up to the
national agreement. There has been no such
transparency from this mob. The fact is the Gonski
money has gone. There is nothing in the budget. During
the budget estimates hearings there was no answer from
the minister. I challenge every single member of the
government to go out and talk to their local schools, to
have a discussion with the principals and ask them,
‘Have you been told where the Gonski money is?’.
They will say no. There has been no change to their
student resource packages and no transparency.
The University High School principal said:
The recent policy announcements do not meet these equitable
principles and we are astounded that under the new plan so
many families that currently receive education contribution
financial assistance will now have this assistance cut.

The acting college council president of Gisborne
Secondary College, Jane Campbell, said:
… this decision will result in a likely shortfall in funds of
around $22 000.

The president of the Berwick College council, Roger
Hall, said:
As a result … our school and our parents will receive no
funding. This will result in approximately $52 601 being lost
to our school community.

So rather than scream across the chamber, the member
for Gembrook should talk to Berwick College and ask
it what it thinks about his government’s cuts to the
education maintenance allowance. Government

Mr MULDER — I rise to join the debate on the
matter of public importance. In doing so I will outline
the ways the Napthine government has tackled the
issues it inherited from a hopeless Labor government,
while also getting on with the job. There is no doubt
about it, and I think everyone in this house would
acknowledge the fact, that public transport was in an
utter mess when we came to government. It was left in
an utter mess after 11 years of the former government.
Reliability and punctuality were appalling,
overcrowding and fare evasion were out of control and
customer satisfaction was low.
Punctuality on the Frankston and Pakenham lines was
as low as 63 per cent in 2010, after 10 years of Labor
government. That means that almost 40 per cent of
trains were running late. Who could forget the
headlines? On 29 January 2009 one from the Age read,
‘Tracks buckle and so does rail system’. In part that
article states:
Connex repair teams, armed with hoses, sledgehammers and
crowbars, worked for more than an hour to bash the rails back
into shape.

Another article on 29 January 2009 in the Herald Sun
was headed ‘Has our transport system really come to
this …’. The subheading was ‘Commuters left railing
as 150 trains cancelled in heat’.
Thursday, 6 November 2008 was Oaks Day. Who
could forget Oaks Day? Without any other transport
options, many had little choice but to make the journey
home by foot. We saw them on television — women
carrying their high heels in their hands walking on the
rail tracks after the trains broke down. The Age
published a piece on 7 November 2008 headed
‘Thousands make trip home by shanks’s pony’ —
courtesy of the former government. Three Labor
transport ministers had a crack at the portfolio, and I
have to say that the last one would have had to have
been the worst. He is the current member for
Lyndhurst. He was the absolute worst.
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On 7 November 2008 the Herald Sun published an
article headed ‘Oaks Day derailed by fiasco at the
finish’. What an absolute disgrace and what a blight it
was on the history of that great racing day here in
Melbourne, Oaks Day, for it to have been ruined by the
former government. The Victoria Racing Club’s
reputation was tarnished by the former government.
That government walked out the door leaving the
public transport system in an utter mess.
I will say that no-one would ever claim they had fixed
everything, but by hell we have turned it around. We
have turned the public transport system around after
11 years of absolutely disgusting management by the
former government. We rolled out protective services
officers (PSOs), and they have already made a great
difference to security on the system. On 31 July the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services announced
that an additional 96 PSOs would be employed to bring
the number of PSOs up to 1036. We have invested
$441 million this year in our budget for further works,
including on sleepers, points, crossings and signalling.
These are things that actually make a railway network
work, and that is where the money has been put in.
Metro’s train punctuality has exceeded 90 per cent for
29 months in a row on our metropolitan network. The
former government could never have dreamt of targets
like that being met and exceeded. Yarra Trams
recorded 86 per cent punctuality last month. That is its
second-best result on record. The V/Line punctuality
result for last year was 90 per cent. You can forget
about what I say, because customer satisfaction is the
best judge of how our system is working. Customer
satisfaction was at 60.9 per cent under Labor in 2010; it
is up to 70.4 per cent now. That is a 10 percentage point
increase under a coalition government. We often get up
here and talk about the overcrowding on the train
network, but 44 per cent of trains were overcrowded in
2010 under the former government. We have cut that in
half. It is back to 22 per cent, and it will continue to fall
when the regional rail link project comes on line early
next year.
We established Public Transport Victoria. We heard a
lot of commentary from the other side about that and
about shifting the deck chairs. What an outstanding
success that organisation has been. It has pulled
together the franchise operators and worked on
integrating the timetables, developing full plans to
develop our metropolitan rail network, our tram
network and our bus network — and of course now it is
working through the regional area as well. There are
10 000 additional train, tram and bus services running
every week. Seven thousand of those extra bus services
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run into areas such as Cranbourne East, Point Cook,
Bacchus Marsh, Brimbank and of course Port Phillip.
There are more than 1600 extra tram services a week to
areas such as Docklands, St Kilda and Richmond. As I
have said all along, we should play to our strengths. We
have the biggest tram network in the world. It has
1200 drivers, and it is an expanding network. Fifty new
E-class trams will come onto the network. That is
playing to our strengths. We need to portray that to
people who visit Melbourne. Of course, as we all know,
there will be free public transport on trams in the CBD
and down into Docklands starting in January next year,
and zone 1 and zone 2 travel is being sold at zone 1
prices from January next year. That will take the heat
out of family budgets going forward. We are
implementing our plan of turn up and go. We always
said we would get Public Transport Victoria into place
and that we would integrate the timetables — that is,
the bus timetable with the train timetables and the tram
timetables.
That is exactly what we are doing. We now have
10-minute daytime train frequencies seven days a week
on the Frankston and Dandenong lines. We have
10-minute daytime train frequencies on weekends on
the Ringwood line, and we are adding services during
the morning and afternoon peak periods. That is what
the public elected us to do — to fix the mess left behind
by the former government — and that is exactly what
we are doing. We are fixing the problems, we are
building a better Victoria and we are going to build a
better public transport system going forward.
I have said all along that on any day of the week,
anytime, anywhere, I am more than happy to put the
performance of the coalition government — of
punctuality, reliability, overcrowding and customer
satisfaction — up against 11 years of the Labor
government. We had one term to turn it around and
make massive improvements, and we have done it.
That has happened right across the board, not just on
trams or trains. We took on board the tough task of
reforming the taxi industry. Each and every year since
we have been in government customer satisfaction rates
have gone up. The customers who travel on our trains,
trams and buses are the ones who are seeing the
difference. Customers who travel late at night and see
the protective services officers feel safer on public
transport. They are the ones you ask as to how they are
enjoying the additional services.
The real-time information boards going up on the
Frankston line at the moment tell the true story about
the whole network. They read, ‘Your next train is due
in 8 minutes’. If you are wanting to travel on another
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line, you find that it is a story happening across the rest
of the network. We are providing as much real-time
information as we can to people who travel on the
public transport network to make it safe and secure.
Most importantly, when they turn up they know their
train is coming. I looked at the most recent weekly
performance data from Metro Trains Melbourne. The
punctuality rate was 94.27 per cent. Those on the other
side of the chamber will scream, ‘You got that figure by
skipping stations’. I can say that out of 11 470 services
for the week, 16 trains were involved in running
express between stations, which is 0.14 per cent. If they
want to, members opposite can take that figure off the
94.27 per cent punctuality rate, but it is still a hell of a
lot better than the punctuality rate of 62 per cent or
63 per cent under the former Labor government and
under a former Labor transport minister, the member
for Lyndhurst. He had the opportunity to introduce a
brand-new greenfield timetable, but he never had the
guts or the ticker to take on the unions, so he put it in
the bottom drawer to be left until after the 2010
election. That is the sort of person we had running the
public transport system in the past. We saw off three
transport ministers, one after another, and nothing
changed because it is in Labor’s gene pool.
Mr Angus — Hopeless!
Mr MULDER — They are hopeless managers.
They cannot manage money and they cannot deliver the
services the community wants. We have turned things
around by improving the services, and we will continue
to improve public transport in this state.
Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — Once again, we have to
question what value the government sees in debating
matters of public importance of this nature. Over the
past four years the government has brought before this
house about a dozen of these self-congratulatory
matters of public importance. One would have thought
that when debating a matter of public importance the
government would seek to discuss issues of importance,
but no, the most important thing that concerns this
government is to congratulate itself and say what an
amazing job it is doing.
The government did not take long to warm to the task
of thinking it was fantastic. On 23 March 2011 — less
than four months into government — the coalition
brought forward debate on a matter of public
importance congratulating the then Baillieu
government. It was probably one of the worst and most
underperforming governments in the history of this
state. It oversaw some of the most debilitating inertia
this state has seen, but that in no way affected the
grandiosity of the congratulations the Baillieu
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government sought. Of course it was the same
government as the current one, just in a different guise.
It thought it appropriate to pile praise upon itself. Less
than 100 days into government its members were
congratulating themselves on their many policy
initiatives.
Less than two months later they congratulated
themselves on their many achievements for the people
of Victoria. This state went from being the jobs engine
room of the nation to a basket case. Every now and then
we had the satisfaction in knowing that we could beat
Tasmania, and Tasmania only, in terms of employment.
That is a legacy of this government, as is its
insufferable level of arrogance. From the first moment
coalition members walked into this place there was
bloviating buffoonery and a carry-on about their
outstanding achievements.
The government warmed to the task. In June 2011 it
raised a matter of public importance for the third time.
Not one substantive issue was debated in this place.
Instead government members congratulated themselves
on delivering on their commitments. Of course
commitment after commitment has been broken by this
government. I am not sure what commitments those
opposite were lauding, but it appears that the
government is more concerned about the desirability of
saying how awesome it is rather than discussing the
real-life impact its policies are having upon the lives of
Victorians.
This government has caused a jobs crisis. It has taken
Victoria away from being the jobs engine of the nation,
which it was under the previous government. Job
creation was a policy legacy of the Labor government:
jobs, jobs and jobs. Who could forget the words of the
former Treasurer, the member for Scoresby, before he
fell from grace and even had achieved the responsibility
to govern. He walked into boardroom after boardroom,
and in 2010 he gave a speech at a Committee for
Economic Development of Australia event where he
said everything that a future Liberal government would
do would be about jobs. Then he delivered his first
budget speech and did not mention them once. Why
would Victorians have any doubt that our employment
rate has now become a laughing stock of this nation?
Our unemployment rate is 6.7 per cent. That is the
highest on the mainland. This is the 12th consecutive
month that the state unemployment rate has been above
6 per cent — and it has been above the national average
since June 2013. In December 2010 it was 4.9 per cent.
Victoria lost 1800 jobs last month alone.
Our total employment growth — total! — since
December 2010 has been 89 300 jobs. You hear
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government minister after government minister wander
into this place and congratulate themselves on creating
the massive figure of 89 300 jobs. In the same period of
time the previous government, a Labor government,
dealing with a global financial crisis, delivered
252 000 jobs.
Ms Wooldridge interjected.
Mr PALLAS — I see that the minister at the table
wants to congratulate the former federal government.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member knows he should not take up interjections.
Mr PALLAS — And I presume I will be protected
by the Chair! As we know, the investment in building
jobs is a critically important thing. Of the 89 300 jobs
this government prides itself on creating, how many are
full-time jobs? The very sad and debilitating reality is
that 12 500 of those 89 300 jobs are full time. We
created 90 per cent of all full-time jobs in the nation in
2010. Look how far Victoria has fallen under this
government. Since December 2010 the number of
unemployed people in the state of Victoria has
increased to 62 000. At the same time our participation
rate — that is, people who are looking for work — has
fallen by 1.1 percentage points, from 65.8 per cent to
64.7 per cent. Now unemployment is growing
13.4 times faster than employment is growing, and that
is a clear indication of this government’s priorities. It
congratulates itself, but it turns its back on the people
who need a government that is concerned about the
welfare and wellbeing of Victorians and about
opportunities for the future of this state.
There is a jobs crisis in this state. This government
created it, and it will not be fixed by its taking the same
approach that got us into this situation in the first place.
What do we see from this government? There is its
disaster of a so-called jobs plan. The government is not
taking it seriously. The jobs plan is simply an exercise
in public relations and spin. It is a reality problem, not a
public relations problem. That is where this government
has it wrong. It makes an announcement and says,
‘We’re not going to tell you how much new money
there is in this project’. In fact there is less than 1 per
cent of real, new money attached to the government’s
so-called jobs plan. There is a question: why did the
plan, including a whole digital economy glossy within,
not appear on the internet for four days?
The Age got it right. This government is not entitled to
treat Victorians like idiots. Peter Martin said on Twitter:
… the Premier is so deluded he thinks 100 000 new jobs is a
good thing.

3599

The jobs target, wherever it is from — not the jobs plan
itself — is only 40 000 per year. That is not very good,
but it is still an improvement on the government’s
record so far.
We must never forget that this government had already
set itself a jobs growth target in 2011. The Minister for
Police and Emergency Services, when he was the
Treasurer, stood in this chamber and promised a target
of 50 000 to 55 000 jobs per year. The government has
been an abysmal failure, and its failings have cost
Victorians dearly. Instead of getting on with the
business of governing the state, we have seen the
government make one attempt after another to
congratulate itself while it has failed Victorians.
Labor has a plan. It will introduce a back-to-work bill in
the first sitting of the new Parliament. There will be
$100 million worth of payroll tax relief to get
unemployed youth, the long-term unemployed and
retrenched workers back to work. There will be
100 000 new full-time employees within the first two
years. That is a target. That is a plan. That is a
demonstration of a policy framework where you have a
commitment to actually making a real difference.
This government has simply sat back. It has come up
with the idea of an east–west link — what could
otherwise be described as the Kim Kardashian of road
projects. It is famous for being famous. It is
infrastructure for being infrastructure. It has all the
accountability of Kim Jong-il. That is the sort of
government that is taking Victorians for idiots. There is
the Melbourne rail link — the napkin rail link, as we on
this side of the house like to call it. Year after year
millions of dollars of engineering expertise were put
into that process, and this government simply recast it
in an image of itself. This is a failed and feckless
government. It is a government that has deserted
Victorians and prefers to congratulate itself.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Community
Services) — It is a pleasure to speak on this matter of
public importance today. On 29 November Victorians
will have a very clear choice. The choice is stark in so
many different areas. In terms of economic
management the choice is very stark. The coalition
government is offering surpluses, sound budget
management and constrained spending, as opposed to
Labor, which we have seen federally and in the states
exhibit reckless spending across the board, sending
economies into freefall.
In transport the choice is also stark. The coalition is
committed to better public transport, better roads and
game-changing infrastructure that will drive
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employment and economic growth. Labor, on the other
hand, let public transport wither. The Leader of the
Opposition admitted as much. Labor could not do the
basics of timetable management, did nothing to address
traffic congestion and is not committing to the major
public transport and road infrastructure this government
has committed to. On trust the choice is very stark.
Labor is willing to rip up the east–west link contract in
an unprecedented act of economic vandalism. Labor is
prepared to destroy a journalist’s dictaphone, and I
would like to say to those opposite that when our staff
recently found something that belonged to the Labor
Party they just gave it back. They did not need to
consult a lawyer in order to make the decision to do so.
The coalition came to government to fix the problems
that were left to it by the Labor government. One of the
first things the coalition government did was bring
forward full-year electricity concessions. This is
something the Labor Party refused to do for 11 years to
help vulnerable Victorians through those hot summer
months with their summer electricity bills. The
coalition government has increased spending on
utilities concessions from $306 million in Labor’s last
budget to $508 million this year. That is $200 million
that is back in the pockets of vulnerable Victorians to
help them with their utility bills. In addition, there have
been savings and concessions in terms of the fire
services levy, fairer water bills, ambulance
subscriptions and so on.
Under the Labor government the youth justice facility
at Parkville was a disgrace, and the Ombudsman said as
much. Youth justice funding overall declined more than
22 per cent as a proportion of output spending, and
youth crime was a major issue. By contrast we have
fixed the issues at Parkville Youth Justice Centre, and
young people who were on average getting about
5 hours of TAFE a week are now getting proper
schooling through Parkville College. We are addressing
youth crime, with fewer young people and children
under orders, and we have reduced the daily average
number of children in custody by 20 per cent. There is
much more to do, but in four years we have made very
significant inroads on turning it around with good
management, good policy and significant investment.
Mental health was drifting as well. The sector
recognised that change was needed after so much time
with no reform. It took a coalition government to
develop an appropriate mental health act, and we have
increased funding by 25 per cent, funding 280 extra
mental health beds. We increased the proportion of
government funding going into mental health after it
declined under the Labor government. In alcohol and
drug services there was no reform despite 31 internal
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reviews, as the Auditor-General found. Despite drug
use becoming a huge issue in the state the last Labor
government actually once again cut the share of drug
and alcohol funding by more than 17 per cent.
In contrast the coalition government has taken action.
We have restored the funding and expanded it with the
largest ever funding increase for drug treatment
services in the May budget. We have a
whole-of-government plan to reduce the toll, which is
the first of its kind in more than 15 years. We have also
taken the tough but responsible decisions in relation to
community mental health and alcohol and drug
treatment services. As these major reforms bed down,
Victorians will be getting better services in mental
health and alcohol and drug services in their
communities. Change is hard, but you have to make
hard decisions in government. It is necessary, with
investment and reform, to get better services for
vulnerable Victorians. It is only the coalition
government that has made that commitment.
Disability is another area in which the share of
government funding actually fell under the Labor
government. The Victorian coalition has increased
annual funding by more than $300 million, but
importantly we have invested in reform. We have
committed to closing the outdated institutions at
Sandhurst and Oakleigh, and we are already starting the
process at Colanda — but that is not all. In May 2013,
the Premier signed up this state for the national
disability insurance scheme (NDIS), which will
revolutionise disability care for 100 000 Victorians.
Under the agreement with the commonwealth, we will
invest $2.5 billion for disability services by 2019–20
and the commonwealth will contribute $2.6 billion.
As I have done several times in this place, I ask the
Labor leader — in fact I ask any Labor member — to
stand up and say that a future Labor state government
will honour the funding deal done by the Napthine
government for the national disability insurance
scheme. I have searched diligently but I have yet to see
a single public statement from the Leader of the
Opposition, the opposition spokesperson or anyone
from Labor.
Mr Nardella interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member for Melton will desist.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — There is not a single public
statement on the record from anyone on that side of the
house committing to the NDIS, the funding
commitment and the contracts that have been signed by
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this government with the federal government. Given
Labor’s propensity to rip up contracts, people with a
disability deserve to hear from the Labor Party about its
commitment to the NDIS and the funding commitment
of $2.5 billion by 2019–20. People with a disability
want confidence in relation to the delivery of the
national disability insurance scheme.
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
Members of the opposition!
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — Child protection was also
an absolute mess under Labor. Two damning
Ombudsman’s reports catalogued the dysfunction.
Child protection is a tough area, and it is constantly
distressing to see the abuse and neglect of children in
families.
Mr Nardella interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member for Melton!
Mr Nardella — I will leave.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order! I
thank the member for Melton.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — It requires hard work, and
strategic and systemic reform to make a difference. We
have increased funding by more than 30 per cent, but it
is the reform that makes the difference. We have a new
operating model for the child protection workforce, we
have an out-of-home-care plan, and we have a new
whole-of-government vulnerable children’s strategy.
We have improved accountability, we are publishing
more data, which Labor refused to do year after year,
and we have a new, independent children’s
commissioner.
We have also committed to and driven reform in
relation to family violence. Once again, we have had a
whole-of-government process through the four years
which has driven a new strategic approach, tested what
we know, trialled new approaches, invested in reform,
and strived to achieve change. There has been
widespread support for our continued investment and
our continued reform to have a more coordinated and
joined-up response to women and children in terms of
their safety and wellbeing. There will be more to do, as
there always is in this area, but we are taking very
significant steps forward in terms of that issue.
In the context of all these reforms is the fact that these
issues do not affect families in isolation. They do not
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present as just one issue or another. The coalition
government is investing in a joined-up response
through Services Connect for vulnerable families.
Instead of stand-alone services, we are now expanding
the joined-up approach where families get one key
worker and one plan. The early results are impressive,
and we are now expanding Services Connect to
community sector trials. It is a pity the member for Yan
Yean rejected Services Connect outright at the family
violence forum on Monday night. There were
representatives from 180 community sector
organisations who put up their hands to be critical
participants and we are very pleased that so many —
over 100 — will actually be engaged in the Services
Connect project, delivering for vulnerable families.
The coalition government has made a very clear choice:
we can work together and work in the best interests of
Victorians to fix the problems. Where has the Labor
Party been on these issues? I am afraid to report that the
Labor Party has been completely absent or has been
carping and whining from the sidelines, criticising the
issues at the margins. Labor did nothing for 11 years,
and it now says no to patient-centred reform. It says no
to reform that treats and supports people in their homes
and communities. It says no to reforms that join up the
response for vulnerable families. Labor members and
their union mates team up with each other each and
every time against improvements for vulnerable people
and against our community sector providers. They just
say no. Labor is clearly promising to go back to the
future.
Perhaps the biggest omission is Labor’s refusal to back
the NDIS. We would agree with Julia Gillard on the
importance of the NDIS, but the member for Mulgrave
has not committed his party to the delivery and the
funding of the NDIS. It is such a clear omission from
the state Labor Party that it has not supported or
committed to it. If it supports the NDIS, it should come
out and say so because there is not one statement on the
record. It is 18 months since the agreement was signed,
but there has not been one word from those members
opposite, and that is what we need because we do not
know what they stand for. We know that in government
Labor cut the share of funding for vital community
services. We know that Labor members will always
look after their union mates at the expense of
vulnerable Victorians. We know that they are hostile to
the community sector. With the Socialist Left
opposition spokesperson and leader in place, it is very
clear who their mates are and who they would support
if they had the opportunity to be in government. The
conclusion is simple: Victorians cannot trust Labor with
vital community services.
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Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) — It is not a delight to
join this debate because this is a debate that displays an
astonishing level of arrogance from the government,
from the proponent, the Leader of The Nationals, and
each and every minister who has come into this house
trumpeting their achievements and trumpeting that they
have fixed the so-called problems and are building for
the future. It makes me think that the Leader of The
Nationals is the George W. Bush of the Victorian
Parliament, claiming that it is, ‘Mission accomplished’
and everything is right in the state of Victoria. It
certainly is not.
Sadly, in terms of building for the future, things are
getting worse in regional Victoria. Let me go through
some of the key areas. Let us look at the key figures
around the unemployment rates. No matter how much
the Treasurer likes to dispute the statistics of the
Australian Bureau of Statistics, they are ABS statistics
and they are there in black and white. The fact is that
the figures show regional Victoria’s unemployment rate
has risen from 5.3 per cent at the end of 2010 to 6.4 per
cent over the life of this government. The number of
unemployed people in regional Victoria has increased.
That means the number of jobs created has not kept
pace with the number of people who are looking for
work. It is not building for the future when you have
more people out of work in regional Victoria, not
fewer. Let us look also at the youth unemployment
statistics for regional Victoria, and I know previous
speakers on our side have touched on these figures.
The overall youth unemployment rate in regional
Victoria is an alarming 18.8 per cent, but when you drill
down to regional centres it is much higher. In my own
community of Bendigo the youth unemployment rate is
30.9 per cent — that is, approaching one in three young
people in my community is finding it hard to get a job.
That is not a figure to be proud of. It is not to be crowed
about that this is a figure being ignored by members of
the government. In Shepparton the figure is 26 per cent.
In Ballarat the figure is 22 per cent. I could go around
the state, Acting Speaker, and show you how the
figures in regional communities are much worse when
it comes to youth unemployment. Not only has this
government failed to have a jobs plan, a program that is
dedicated to creating jobs in regional Victoria, but by
its own example it has taken jobs out of regional
Victoria. In the Department of Environment and
Primary Industries, a department primarily based in
regional Victoria, it has sacked hundreds of staff and
closed country offices across regional Victoria. As a
result it has reduced services to primary producers and
their families.
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Let us turn now to infrastructure spending. In the last
budget, which the government so likes to crow about,
of the infrastructure spend in that budget only 4 per cent
was being spent in regional Victoria. What has this
government spent its time doing over the past nearly
four years in regional Victoria? When it comes to
opening buildings, it is opening buildings that have
been funded, started and built by the previous Labor
government. There are countless examples of projects
around regional Victoria where the ministers and the
Premier have turned up and cut the ribbons on projects
that were all initiated by the Labor government. What
do we see with its own infrastructure programs, such as
the Regional Aviation Fund? That fund is being rorted
and the money spent in metropolitan areas. This is an
absolute disgrace. These are funds that should be going
to regional Victoria.
When you look at the biggest regional infrastructure
project that benefits regional communities, the regional
rail link, you have to remember that no matter how
much the Minister for Public Transport comes into this
place and screams into the microphone during question
time this is a project that the government opposed and
spoke against when it was in opposition. It was not a
supporter of the regional rail link, and that was
demonstrated when it came to government by its
putting the project on hold, delaying it significantly and
rescoping it, which caused cost blowouts and time
delays. Now we have a situation where the project is
going to be completed at least six months later than as
per the original timetable. This is a project which
should have been completed by this year but which will
not be. We know too that our trains are more crowded
in regional Victoria, and they are slower. This too is
because the Liberal-Nationals government put a hold
on those important rolling stock orders for the regional
trains. We are seeing fewer services in regional Victoria
as a result.
I turn now to the crisis in our health system. We know
that regional hospital waiting lists are blowing out and
our regional hospitals are doing it tough, but
particularly stark is the ambulance data. We saw
recently data that had not been released by the
government and which was seriously withheld from
public scrutiny by the government. This is data that was
leaked and reported in the Age, and it shows that in
every region across regional Victoria there is a serious
crisis in Ambulance Victoria in relation to response
times. I speak to paramedics, and I know how much
they are suffering. They are desperately anxious about
the level of service being provided to the community.
They are doing everything they can. What I do know is
that this government is not doing everything it can to
support the ambulance system, to support the
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paramedics and in turn to support critically ill people in
our community.
I turn to education in regional Victoria. This
government’s record in education is just woeful. What
are we seeing in terms of the cuts to our schools? I am
constantly getting calls from people in my community,
from parents, from teachers and from principals, who
are concerned that from next year there is not going to
be an education maintenance allowance to support the
most vulnerable and disadvantaged families in our
community. They are concerned at the loss of Reading
Recovery programs. They are concerned that they
cannot get capital funding to improve and upgrade their
schools. This is a government that has fundamentally
walked away from public education. It has walked
away from country schools. It has walked away from
country teachers. It has walked away from country kids,
and there is no better example of that than the
$1.2 billion that this government has slashed from
TAFE.
We all know it is our regional TAFEs that have borne
the brunt of those cuts, with courses being cut, with fees
going up, and of course with too many country
campuses being closed. This is a terrible situation,
when we know that proportionately young people in
regional Victoria rely more on the TAFE network. We
know that proportionately more regional young kids go
on to a vocational pathway than a university pathway.
They need access to this training in their local
communities and are being denied it by this
Liberal-Nationals government.
I turn briefly in the time I have available to policy. We
are not an opposition that is just about highlighting the
problems. We are also getting on with the job of
developing policy and looking to respond. We are not
going to treat regional Victorians with disrespect and
say one thing to them before the election and another
thing after the election. We have released policies and
will continue to release policies that are about backing
the future of regional Victoria. The jobs plan that was
released by the Victorian Labor Party last week is an
excellent example of this because we put at the heart of
this policy regional jobs through a dedicated regional
jobs fund backing industries like food and fibre
production, which we know is so important to regional
economies. This is a policy that has been welcomed. It
was welcomed by Regional Cities Victoria, by the
Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) and by United
Dairyfarmers of Victoria.
We also want to get the regional voice well and truly at
the table, which is why the Victorian Farmers
Federation will be part of the Premier’s investment
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panel as the voice of the farming community. That is
particularly important when you consider the around
$11 billion in exports that the food and fibre production
sector provides for our economy. We want that to be a
very strong voice in a Labor government. We are also
supporting farmers even further. Only Labor is making
a commitment to the National Centre for Farmer
Health, and I put on the record my congratulations to a
member for Western Victoria Region in the other place,
Jaala Pulford, for her tireless work on this. Labor has a
commitment of $1 million for this centre, and that
commitment was described as sensational by the VFF.
It will build new schools. It has already made
$87 million of commitments to regional schools.
The arrogance of this government is just breathtaking.
The Nationals and Liberals are spending time fighting
each other in regional seats. They are spending more
time and energy fighting each other in seats like Euroa,
Eildon and Ripon than they are focusing on the future
of regional Victoria. Just imagine if they put those
energies into fixing the problems in the regional
communities that I have just outlined. Imagine how
different it would be. I would love it to be different. I do
not want to be standing here and talking about 30 per
cent youth unemployment levels in communities like
Bendigo. I do not want to talk about cuts to the
education maintenance allowance and closures of
country TAFEs. I want to talk positively about regional
Victoria, but this government has just abandoned our
regional communities. Its members are too busy
fighting each other, trying to save their own political
skins, to fight for country Victoria. Labor rejects that
approach. We will take a much more positive and
proactive approach, and we will work hard each and
every day in government on backing the future of
regional Victoria.
Mr DIXON (Minister for Education) — It is a
pleasure to join the discussion on the matter of public
importance this morning and congratulate the Treasurer
on delivering a fantastic financial result for Victoria and
Victorian taxpayers so that we can deliver on services
and infrastructure — and education is no exception.
When we look at the funding in this year’s budget
compared to the last budget of the previous
government, we see there is an extra $1 billion in
education. The economy has improved. We did the
hard work. Compared to last year’s budget, this year’s
budget has increased by $400 million.
In this term of government the Victorian coalition
government signed a funding deal with the federal
government which is bringing in an additional
$12.2 billion. I remember those opposite and the
Australian Education Union representatives saying we
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had to sign up immediately. But we were not prepared
to sign up immediately because that would have meant
that 500 mainly government schools would have been
worse off. Federal control of our schools right down to
the classroom would have been possible if we had
signed up immediately, as those opposite and the
education union had asked us to do. But we held out
and got a great deal. We have $12.2 billion, the state’s
contribution is $5.4 billion, and there is no federal
government control over education in Victorian schools
and classrooms. That is a great story. We fought the
fight with three governments actually, and we will
continue to fight for years five and six with the current
federal government.
Only a few weeks ago we announced even more money
for schools. The money going directly into the student
resource package amounts to an extra $258 million is
going directly to Victorian schools. That averages out
to a 4.6 per cent increase in funding for schools. This is
money going into school budgets, not into the whole
education portfolio, and it includes the largest
non-wage indexation rise for 15 years, at 2.2 per cent.
That is real extra money going into schools.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition talked about
Berwick College. I note from the figures that next year
that school will receive $630 000 more than this year
and will attract a further $230 for each student. That is
just another great example of the down-to-earth, real
results that this government is delivering in funding to
government schools. As well as that — and it is part of
that $258 million — 700 of our neediest schools will be
receiving extra equity funding, on top of the equity
funding they have already received. Extra funding from
$258 million will go into those 700 neediest
government schools.
When we consider this government’s handling of the
economy, we see the results today in the budget
outcomes. But what does it mean? Why have we done
that, and how have we done it? In my department alone,
for example, when we compare the last budget of the
previous government with last year’s budget of this
government, we see there has been an 80 per cent
reduction in consultants, a 36 per cent reduction in
hospitality and entertainment, a 28 per cent reduction in
advertising and marketing, and a 21 per cent reduction
in the use of outside contractors.
When you look at infrastructure, you realise what a
great story we have to tell. The government inherited a
$420 million deficit in terms of the backlog in
maintenance in our schools. Not only that, but the
previous government had reduced maintenance
spending by 20 per cent over its term in office. We
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need to compare that with what we have done. We have
fixed the problem there. We have actually increased
maintenance funding by 40 per cent. That is funding for
the everyday maintenance that goes to every single
school.
In addition, according to the independent audit that was
carried out — the same one that found the $420 million
maintenance backlog — a one-off payment of
$51 million was made last year; and there has been a
$23 million payment just in the last few weeks. The
government is getting on with the job of repairing our
schools, which were neglected for so long. Just today
we have announced that expressions of interest have
opened for the construction of 13 brand-new schools in
the growth areas around Melbourne and the Geelong
region. That is a $223 million public-private partnership
project.
What we found when we came to government was that
the previous government had actually made promises to
200 schools. It told them, ‘Yes, you will get funding’.
The schools went through the hoops and prepared all
the documentation over a number of years — the
previous government kept them interested — and in the
end we had 200 schools seeking funding. Some of them
had the tender documentation prepared and were ready
to go. When I looked where the money was to pay for
it, I saw there was no money there, absolutely nothing.
The schools had been led down the garden path. They
were told that if they jumped through the hoops they
would receive the money, but there was not money
there.
The Building the Education Revolution (BER) program
was a shocking example of waste of money under what
could have been a fantastic program. Some schools got
what they wanted, but so much was foisted on schools
and they were not given the choice. If fact we had to
pick up a $70 million tab for BER overruns. That
resulted in a massive hole in terms of what we were
able to or wanted to provide to other schools. The way
it was handled was that with brand-new buildings being
provided, schools ran out of money. There was no
money to demolish — because schools were not really
allowed to refurbish existing buildings they had — and
we ended up with a 34 per cent overcapacity of
buildings in our system. They are very expensive to
maintain, and that is just not fair to school communities
or Victorian taxpayers.
We learnt from the previous government’s mistakes, so
we have said to schools, ‘If you receive a capital grant,
you can decide what your priorities are. You can
operate and run that whole project yourself; you can
project manage it. Or you can do it in combination with
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the department, or you can allow the department to do
it’. We are giving schools choice about how and where
to spend the money that we give them. While I am
talking about waste, the worst waste in the one project
was the rollout of the ultranet. It turned out to be a
$180 million project. It was meant to be a $60 million
project, but it blew out by $120 million.
In the end, was it accepted by the education
community? No. Only 4 per cent of eligible users in
schools actually took it up, so it has gone. It just was
not being used. It is there for schools to use if they want
to, but we have not foisted that on them, and we just
could not stop the bleeding. In fact probably the
epitome of the waste in education that we had under the
previous government was on the day the ultranet was
launched: $1.4 million was spent on one day. The cost
for the hiring out, the entertainment, the food and the
grog was unbelievable — $1.4 million in one day. Do
members know what happened? It is always worth
reminding the house that the ultranet crashed on that
day. It never recovered from that day. What an
incredible waste. Imagine what we could have done
with that $120 million.
Languages education is a great highlight of
government. When Labor came to government 97 per
cent of primary schools provided languages education.
By the time it left office, the figure was only 69 per
cent. We have reversed that trend. In fact in the last
year alone there has been a 13 per cent increase in the
number of schools that provide languages education.
From next year every prep class will be given the
opportunity to learn another language, and that will rise
with each year up to 2025 so that every child, up to
year 10, will be learning another language. We need to
do that because our students will be living, working and
studying overseas and will need to be literate and aware
of other languages and cultures. We are providing
opportunities in that area through a whole range of
programs.
In relation to Koori education, we fund the Wannik
education scholarships which provide financial support
to Koori students taking on year 12. We have got record
numbers of Koori students completing year 12 and
record numbers of Koori students going to university.
In relation to vocational education and training, we
found out that funding was only a year-by-year
proposition so we made it ongoing. This government
did that.
We have record numbers of students undertaking the
Victorian certificate of applied learning and record
numbers of providers. We have trialled and from next
year will implement industry pathways for Victorian
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certificate of education students. We have implemented
guidelines around suspensions and expulsions and have
given principals back the power to do what they have to
do for the safety of their schools. We have given them
greater search powers. Our eSmart program, developed
in conjunction with the Alannah and Madeline
Foundation, is promoting positive behaviour in our
schools, as is our Bully Stoppers program, and we
continue to develop our resilience framework program
for school.
There are now primary welfare officers in 800 primary
schools — up from 500. We took the student support
services officers out of the bureaucracy and
reintroduced them into regional schools to work with
the students.
We have done much to elevate the importance of
school councils with our new governance paper
because it makes a real difference. It is not a
tick-the-box exercise. It is not a representative group. It
is going to be a schools-based group that, in a flexible
way, will deliver the best governance for our
government schools. As promised, we have increased
funding for Catholic, non-government and independent
schools to 25 per cent of the cost of educating a child in
a Victorian government school, and we have done that
for the whole four years. It has gone down very well
and has given certainty to our non-government schools,
which they called out for.
Through this government’s economic management it
has done the hard work in education and been able to
increase funding and really improve education services
for students.
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) — This is one of
those typical backslapping matters of public importance
that we have come to expect from this failure of a
government. It is typically arrogant. The government
says it is fixing the problems. Apparently fixing the
problems is equivalent to creating crisis.
Let us look at the ambulance crisis. What a sorry story
it is! Just today the Ambulance Victoria annual report
was tabled, and what did it reveal? In terms of code 1
life-threatening call-outs there is a government
benchmark of 85 per cent. That benchmark has been
established for many years. The Ambulance Victoria
annual report reveals an outcome of 73.7 per cent —
that is, more than one in four ambulances not arriving
within the 15-minute benchmark. If you have a closer
look at the report, you will see that Ambulance Victoria
responds to 321 000 emergency road incidents each
year. That means more than 80 000 ambulances called
out for code 1 cases each year are not making it to the
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scene of a life-threatening emergency within that
15-minute benchmark.
Let us look at what is happening across Melbourne with
ambulance response times and compare that to when
Labor was in government. Let me compare the current
response times for code 1 emergencies across
Melbourne under this government to Labor’s last full
year in government. In Abbotsford the average code 1
response time is 11 minutes, 56 seconds, which is
2 minutes, 36 seconds longer; in Altona the average
code 1 response time is 13 minutes, 23 seconds, which
is 2 minutes, 43 seconds longer; in Bacchus Marsh the
code 1 response time is 16 minutes, 28 seconds, which
is 3 minutes and 33 seconds longer; Baxter’s code 1
response time is 40 minutes, 7 seconds, which is
2 minutes, 27 seconds longer; in Bayside the code 1
response time is 12 minutes and 29 seconds, which is
2 minutes and 24 seconds longer; in Beaconsfield it is
14 minutes and 44 seconds, which is 2 minutes and
4 seconds longer.
The response time for code 1 emergencies in Belgrave is
50 minutes, 18 seconds, which is 2 minutes and
43 seconds longer; Berwick’s response time is 14 minutes
and 6 seconds, which is 3 minutes and 6 seconds longer;
Boronia’s code 1 response time is 11 minutes and
33 seconds, which is 1 minute and 3 seconds longer; Box
Hill’s response time is 12 minutes, 55 seconds, which is
2 minutes and 15 seconds longer; Braybrook’s code 1
response time is 14 minutes 26 seconds, which is
3 minutes and 26 seconds longer; Brighton’s response
time is 11 minutes and 29 seconds which is 1 minute and
54 seconds longer; Brimbank’s response time is
14 minutes and 23 seconds, which is 3 minutes and
28 seconds longer; Broadmeadows’ response time is
12 minutes and 59 seconds, which is 2 minutes and
9 seconds longer; Burwood’s response time is 11 minutes
and 2 seconds, which is 1 minute and 57 seconds longer.
The response time for code 1 emergencies in
Camberwell is 13 minutes and 9 seconds, which is
2 minutes and 49 seconds longer; Carnegie’s response
time for code 1 emergencies is 11 minutes and
53 seconds, which is 1 minute and 53 seconds longer;
Caulfield’s response time is 13 minutes and 4 seconds
which is 2 minutes and 59 seconds longer; Central’s
response time is 12 minutes and 19 seconds, which is
2 minutes and 59 seconds longer; and Chelsea’s code 1
response time is 12 minutes and 50 seconds, which is
2 minutes and 20 seconds longer.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.
Business interrupted under standing orders.
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The SPEAKER — Order! Before calling for
questions, I wish to advise those members who are
retiring and are delivering a valedictory speech
tomorrow that Hansard will provide a DVD of their
speech and also a specially printed copy of the speech.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Ambulance services
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer the Premier to the fact
that reports today show that state government funding
to Ambulance Victoria (AV) has been cut by
$33 million in the past 12 months, and I ask: when last
year more than 84 000 code 1 emergencies were not
responded to in time, why has his government cut tens
of millions of dollars away from Ambulance Victoria?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. The facts are that
in 2014–15 the budget for Ambulance Victoria is
$696.5 million, which is 23.4 per cent up on the
previous government.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Premier to
pause for a moment. Visitors in the gallery must not
take photographs.
Dr NAPTHINE — I refer the Leader of the
Opposition — —
Mr Andrews interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition has asked a question and should listen to the
answer.
Dr NAPTHINE — It is disappointing that the
Leader of the Opposition, as a former Minister for
Health, cannot read the report entitled Ambulance
Victoria — Annual Report 2013–14. I refer the
opposition leader to page 46, where it says:
… operating revenue was up by 5.5 per cent due to growth in
transport fees, membership scheme fees and government
grants.

I refer him to the same page to explain his
misunderstanding of the report, where it says:
2013–2014 was the first year of operation for new
arrangements with the commonwealth Department of
Veterans’ Affairs … The new arrangements are consistent
with AV’s new funding model that was announced by the
Minister for Health in June.

What this means is explained on pages 55 and 71. If
members look at page 71 under note 2d headed
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‘Transport fees’, they will see that for the first time for
Ambulance Victoria there is a direct payment from the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs of $25 105 000,
because previously veterans’ affairs gave that money to
the state of Victoria, which passed it on to Ambulance
Victoria. That money was previously included in the
state government grant — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! When the Speaker is on
her feet, the house will be silent. Members who speak
will be ejected from the house.
Dr NAPTHINE — If you add that $25 million back
into the government grants on page 70, you will see
there is actually more money from the government.
This matter is clearly explained by the very fact that
there is a change in accounting procedures whereby the
Department of Veterans’ Affairs pays its money
directly to Ambulance Victoria in transport fees rather
than giving it to the state government to pass on to
Ambulance Victoria. When you add that money from
the department back in, you see there is a significant
increase in government grants to Ambulance
Victoria — more money, not less.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bendigo East will cease interjecting in that manner, as
will other members of the house.
Dr NAPTHINE — As I said, it is explained in
detail on page 46. If the Leader of the Opposition, a
former Minister for Health, cannot be trusted to read an
annual report correctly in an area where he has
supposedly had experience, how can he be trusted to
run a $50 billion state budget? How can he be trusted to
run services in this state?
The explanation is here in black and white in the
Ambulance Victoria annual report. As I said, the
funding for Ambulance Victoria this year is a record
$696.5 million — 679 additional paramedics. We have
a clear circumstance where each and every year under
this government there has been more money for
ambulances — more paramedics, more ambulances and
more ambulance stations to deal with the increasing
case load. We have clearly increased funding for
ambulance services, not reduced funding.

Hospital funding
Ms MILLER (Bentleigh) — My question is to the
Premier. How is the coalition government’s investment
in Victoria’s hospitals across Melbourne and regional
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areas building a healthier Victoria, and are there any
threats to this?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for her question on a very
important issue of health funding and health services in
Victoria. I am pleased to advise the house that this
government has fixed the financial mess that was left to
it by the Labor government. Because we are in a strong
budgetary position with a AAA budget with budget
surpluses, we were able to provide a record $15 billion
for health services in the 2014–15 budget. This is a
21 per cent increase in funding since our election in
November 2010. The 2014–15 budget for health allows
us to provide an average increase in funding for all
major metro and regional health services of 5.1 per
cent. There is an extra $10 million for Ballarat Health
Services, an extra $11 million for Bendigo Health, an
extra $25 million for Barwon Health and an extra
$70 million for Monash Health.
In addition to these significant increases in recurrent
funding, the coalition government is delivering the
largest capital injection into our health system in
Victoria’s history — over $4.5 billion to build new
hospitals, to rebuild hospitals and to expand our
hospitals across the state. This includes the magnificent
$630 million Bendigo Hospital, which was not
delivered under the Labor government but is being
delivered under a coalition government as we speak. It
includes the recently completed $447 million Box Hill
Hospital — and what a great hospital it is — delivering
an additional floor, additional beds and better services;
an $80 million redevelopment of the Frankston
emergency department and additional beds at
Frankston; $50 million at Ballarat; $200 million for
Barwon Health at Geelong; $73 million for Latrobe
Regional Hospital; and the redevelopment of the eye
and ear hospital, among many other things.
At the weekend I was pleased to visit the topping-out
ceremony at the $1 billion Victorian Comprehensive
Cancer Centre. That is a magnificent hospital to provide
state-of-the-art cancer services and state-of-the-art
research. Also last week I was able to announce, with
the Minister for Health, David Davis, the $120 million
MonashHeart hospital, the first dedicated heart hospital
in Australia, here in Melbourne, which will deliver
more beds, more services and better outcomes for all
Victorians, increase the number of catheterisation labs
from 3 to 8, increase the number of immediate care
capacity beds from 6 to 41 and increase total bed
numbers by 57.
When I was at Monash Health for this new
announcement I was able to see the fantastic work
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being done on the $250 million Monash Children’s
hospital — a project started by this government. It was
recommended to the previous government way back in
2002, but it never delivered it. It is being delivered
under this government. We are building this
much-needed hospital.
We are very pleased that because we have fixed the
finances of the state we are able to use that financial
strength to provide record funding for our health
services, to provide record investment in new and
redeveloped hospitals, to treat a record number of
patients and to reduce waiting lists so that we can say
that in Victoria nobody waits more than 30 days for
urgent, life-saving surgery. These are good outcomes in
health under a coalition government.

Ambulance services
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I again refer him to his
government’s cuts to funding to Ambulance Victoria
(AV), specifically cuts to capital grants of some
$20 million listed on page 70 of the annual report. I ask:
with lives being put at risk across the state and an
ambulance crisis running across the state, will the
Premier now release all Ambulance Victoria branch
response times so that all Victorians can see the depth
of this crisis — a crisis that is costing lives across our
state?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. I am pleased to
say that the annual report highlights — —
Mr Nardella — On page 70?
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Melton!
Dr NAPTHINE — I am happy to refer to page 70 if
you want me to, but that was not the question. The
question was about outcomes of ambulance services in
this state.
Honourable members interjecting.
Dr NAPTHINE — With respect to response times,
the annual report shows that response times are
improving compared to previous years. A good
example of that is the — —
Mr Andrews — On a point of order, Speaker,
whilst I appreciate that the Premier has only just begun
answering the question, can I say that the question is
not an opportunity to brag and boast. Will the Premier
release this data so that Victorians know about this
crisis?
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The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will resume his seat. He knows very well
that is not how to raise a point of order.
Mr Hodgett interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Ports!
Dr NAPTHINE — The question covered capital
works and outcomes. With respect to capital, I refer to
page 21, where the report says:
… additional resources were added at Roxburgh Park,
Melton … Sunbury … Leopold, Lara, Portland, Kyneton,
Romsey, Korumburra, Hampton Park, Mordialloc … and
Numurkah.

It further says:
The completion of a competitive tender —

which to the best of my recollection is worth
$550 million, a significant capital injection —
… which will replace AV’s existing helicopter fleet with new
Agusta Westland AW-139 twin engine helicopters from
1 January 2016, aircraft that are faster, bigger and can travel
longer distances without refuelling.

The question also went to the issue of outcomes. I refer
to page 14 of the report, which says:
… we surpassed targets on every key performance indicator
relating to patient clinical outcome, which are critical
measures of the value provided by an ambulance service.

I refer to page 16 of the report, which says:
In 2013–14 we surpassed our targets in all key clinical
indicators, including the percentage of adult patients who
survived after ventricular fibrillation or ventricular
tachycardia cardiac arrest … an increase … of 25.3 per cent
from the previous year.

The report also refers to improved performance in
dealing with adult patients experiencing severe cardiac
and traumatic pain and. patients who suffer from stroke.
If members look at page 36 of the report, they will see
there are a series of quality and safety indicators.
Mr Andrews — I raise a point of order regarding
relevance, Speaker. The question related to the release
of data. I will not repeat the question because clearly we
all heard it. It was about data — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Andrews — I can repeat the question if the
Premier is confused. It was about the release of
branch-by-branch response time data. I am sure all
Victorians would appreciate it if the Premier at least
pretended to answer that part of the question.
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Ms Asher — On the point of order, Speaker, whilst
the latter part of the question referred to data, there was
a preamble to the question which covered a range of
matters including capital works and a reference to a
page in the annual report. The Premier is answering that
question. In answering the question he is relevant also
to the preamble that formed part of the question.
Mr Merlino — On the point of order, Speaker, we
have had more than 31⁄2 minutes on the preamble. The
substantive question was in regard to releasing response
time data. In the last 27 seconds the Premier should
have the courage to answer the question.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Merlino — People are dying and it is funny, is
it? We get laughter or — —
The SPEAKER — Order! Points of order will be
heard in silence. The member for Monbulk knows very
well how to take a point of order and I ask him to stay
within the confines of taking a point of order.
The Premier was being relevant to the question that was
asked. The member knows very well that I cannot
direct the Premier to answer a question in the way the
opposition would like the answer.
Dr NAPTHINE — I was referring to page 36 of the
report, which lists nine quality and safety outcome
standards. In all nine — 100 per cent of those outcome
standards — Ambulance Victoria has delivered above
the target. When you talk about outcome
standards — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Premier’s time has
expired.

Family violence
Ms WREFORD (Mordialloc) — My question is to
the Deputy Premier. In his role as co-chair of the new
Ministerial Council for the Prevention of Violence
Against Women and Children, can the Deputy Premier
indicate what actions the coalition government is taking
to reduce family violence and build a safer Victoria?
Mr Merlino interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Monbulk is warned.
Mr RYAN (Minister for State Development) — I
thank the member for her question. Violence against
women and children in any circumstance, in any

3609

situation and for whatever reason is absolutely
unacceptable. In so saying I believe I speak for all
88 members of this Parliament. It is, as the Leader of
the Opposition says, a crime and cannot under any
circumstances be tolerated.
Over the course of our four years in government we
have worked assiduously in a number of ways to
address the dreadful outcomes associated with family
violence. That has taken the form of another
1700 front-line operational police. There are more
police family violence response units; increased
sentences and penalties have been introduced through
the work of the Attorney-General over the course of
this government; there are many more flexible support
packages than was once the case; there are more people
speaking out in relation to this dreadful issue; and there
were something in the order of 67 000 reports as a
result last year.
The spending we have undertaken to address this issue
has increased from the $70 million or thereabouts that it
was when we came to government to its current level of
about $110 million per annum. In the course of all of
this we have delivered the action plan to address
violence against women and children, we have
partnered with the commonwealth government in what
is known as the Our Watch program, we have consulted
widely across the community and we have done so on a
consistent basis.
Last Saturday we took the next step in the process of
addressing this terribly difficult issue. This process will
now see the introduction of a program to which the
Premier, the Minister for Community Services, the
Attorney-General and I spoke. It will comprise a
$150 million package over five years. It is new
spending, new money, and it will lift our spending to
some $140 million per year.
It has three primary elements. The first is prevention,
and $41 million will be spent on a range of programs,
some of which we have taken note of as having been
very successful in New Zealand and, apart from those,
many of which have been developed via examination of
what has worked in other jurisdictions around the world
and around Australia. It is a behavioural change
campaign. It demonstrates that we all share in this
problem. This is not just a policing issue. So often it is
that the police are engaged after the punch is thrown.
We want to do a lot more work as a government on
why the punch is thrown in the first place and on how
to address those sorts of issues to prevent it from
happening. We want to run those campaigns through all
levels of the community, and that is the intention of this
$41 million element of the $150 million package.
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In the area of safety — the second element — there will
be more safe accommodation for those in need. There
will be a continuum of schooling for children whose
schooling is interrupted as a result of these dreadful
events. There will be additional flexible support
packages. We will construct a new multidisciplinary
centre at Wyndham, and the one at Geelong will be
expanded to incorporate family violence.
The third element will see the final expenditure being
undertaken. It will entail accountability. We will see
improved safety at our courts. We will see more
assistance for both victims and perpetrators, because it
is imperative that we enable perpetrators to be better
educated, as it were, about the evil of what they are
doing. There will be more rehabilitation support, a
boost to legal aid and a variety of other such initiatives.
Family violence is the absolute scourge of our
contemporary age. We as a government are intent on
addressing it, and so we have announced this package.

Health funding
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is again directed to the Premier, and I refer the
Premier to the fact that last week the South Australian
Department for Health and Ageing found that Tony
Abbott’s GP tax and other health cuts will lead to
290 000 additional emergency department attendees at
South Australian hospitals, costing that state some
$80 million. I ask: what will the impact of Tony
Abbott’s GP tax and other health cutbacks be on
Victoria’s already overflowing hospitals and
emergency departments?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. This is a
hypothetical question because there has been no
passage of any changes through the Senate that I am
aware of with regard to GP co-payments. Having said
that, let me make it clear that I as Premier and the
Minister for Health have already publicly and on more
than one occasion made it clear that we have genuine
concerns about the proposal to introduce a universal
co-payment for our GPs. We are concerned about the
impact that will have on people seeking sound medical
advice from their local GP. We are concerned it may
have a cost-shifting impact in moving people from their
local GP to hospital emergency departments — from
the most appropriate first-line medical service, the local
GP, to a more expensive option, being an emergency
department, which is not cost efficient for anybody.
We have made it very clear to the federal government
that we have genuine concerns about the proposal of a
GP co-payment and that we have genuine concerns
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about the impact of any such policy on the operation of
emergency departments in our hospitals in Victoria. We
have expressed those views to the Prime Minister, we
have expressed those views to the federal Minister for
Health and we have expressed those views to the
federal Treasurer.
At the same time, I can advise the people of Victoria
that this government will put their interests first, second
and third, and that is why in this year’s budget it
provided a record $14.9 billion for health services. That
is why, while some people from the opposition are
going around saying there have been reductions in
funding to local hospitals — scare tactics that are
wrong, misleading and confusing — our hospitals
across the state have had an average increase of 5.1 per
cent. For example, Bendigo Health will receive
$11 million extra under our government in 2014–15 —
not less money, but more money.
We will stand up for Victoria. We will ensure that
Victorians are looked after, and that is why we have
fought. If it means we have to fight against the federal
government to get a fair deal for Victoria, we will do so
because Victoria comes first for me and my
government.

School funding
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — My question is to
the Minister for Education. How is the Victorian
coalition government delivering new schools for
growth areas in Melbourne and regional Victoria, and
how will these projects benefit local families and create
new jobs? Are there any threats to this?
Mr DIXON (Minister for Education) — I thank the
member for South Barwon for his question — and what
a great advocate for education he is. Our government
announced today the start of an expression of interest
process for the financing, design, building and
maintenance of 13 brand-new schools in the growth
areas of Melbourne and also the Geelong region. This
$223 million package is the largest education
infrastructure project in the history of this state, and it
will be built under this government’s public-private
partnership model. In terms of jobs, it will provide
700 full-time-equivalent year-long construction jobs
over the next three years.
The great news is that not only will the schools be built
but they will be maintained for 25 years, and that means
that principals can put all their efforts into student
learning and not into the maintenance of those schools.
We are already working, and will continue to work,
with local councils, with local communities and also
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with other education stakeholders. We are working with
all those groups so that we get the best possible
outcome and added value we can for Victorian
taxpayers and local communities.

union mates; we deliver for students. We are the ones
who do that, and we have the record to prove it.

That is in stark contrast to what was done by the
previous government, which left 200 schools planned
but left not one dollar behind. It is in stark contrast to
the $420 million maintenance backlog that was left.
The previous government cut maintenance funding, and
this government is increasing it. We are getting on with
the job of fixing the mess left by the previous
government and building for growth.

Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer to the growing youth
unemployment crisis under the Liberals, where in some
communities almost one in three young men are
jobless.

We are building for growth down at Armstrong Creek,
where the Premier and the local member announced a
new primary school and a new special school. Also in
Geelong, there is the North Geelong Special
Development School. In addition there is Torquay
North Primary School and Bannockburn Primary
School. They all come on top of the brand-new Surf
Coast Secondary College. As well as that, down in the
western suburbs, there is Point Cook P–9 College. That
brings to seven the brand-new schools that we have
built in the western suburbs, which include the first
P–12 autism specific schools.
Out in the south-east, four brand-new primary schools
have been built as public-private partnership schools.
They are Casey Central East Primary School,
Cranbourne South West Primary School, Heather
Grove Primary School and Pakenham South West
Primary School, and they come on top of the Officer
Specialist School and secondary school, which are
under construction. Out in the north three further
primary schools have been built: Epping North, Mernda
South and Mill Park Lakes East. That is on top of the
Hazel Glen College primary campus, which is open,
and its secondary school, which is under construction.
We are also building for growth in inner Melbourne.
We have allocated $20 million for Prahran secondary
college. We have bought the land, and we are doing the
site preparation and planning for the very much needed
primary school in South Melbourne, and next year the
new 7–12 secondary school in Coburg will be opening.
We are able to do this because of our great financial
management. Because of our major project
management, we can actually deliver on these sorts of
projects at good value for the Victorian taxpayer and
for Victorian school communities.
Unlike Labor, we are delivering. We deliver for our
schools, we deliver for Victorian families and we
deliver Victorian students. We do not deliver for our

Education funding

Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — I am happy to start again,
Speaker.
The SPEAKER — Order! No.
Mr ANDREWS — It is funny apparently that there
is a generation of young people missing out.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition does not have to start again.
Mr ANDREWS — I refer to the growing youth
unemployment crisis under the Liberals, where in some
communities almost one in three young men is jobless.
Can the Premier explain how four years of Liberal cuts
to education, including cuts to the Victorian certificate
of applied learning (VCAL), the education maintenance
allowance, student psychologists and speech
pathologists, Reading Recovery, drugs education, the
conveyance allowance, abolishing the School Start
bonus and dumping the Victorian schools plan have
benefited any Victorian student anywhere in our state?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. I reject the
premise of the question — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The house will come to
order. The member for Pascoe Vale!
Dr NAPTHINE — I reject the premise of the
question because the facts contradict the assertions in
the premise of the question.
Ms Campbell interjected.
Questions interrupted.
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SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Pascoe Vale
The SPEAKER — Order! I had just called the
member for Pascoe Vale to order, and the member
interjected again. The member will leave the house for
30 minutes under standing order 124.
Honourable member for Pascoe Vale withdrew
from chamber.
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Questions interrupted.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Bendigo East
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bendigo East, under standing order 124, will leave the
chamber for half an hour.
Honourable member for Bendigo East withdrew
from chamber.
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Education funding
Education funding
Questions resumed.
Questions resumed.
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — With regard to
education funding, the facts are that in this year, the
2014 school year, this government is providing a record
$8.8 billion for education. That is a record in funding
for education. That is more funding than under the
previous government, not less. It is more funding for
schools and more funding for our vocational education
and training — more funding, not less.
In 2015, under the budget we handed down in May,
there will be a further increase in funding to $9.2
billion. When I go to visit schools, as when I was
visiting schools yesterday, including Bentleigh
Secondary College, McKinnon Secondary College,
Sandringham Secondary College, they are very pleased
with our commitments for a re-elected government to
provide capital funding to those schools.
With regard to our young people who are seeking job
opportunities, we know that providing vocational
education and training is absolutely vital to increase the
skills base for our young people. That is why when we
came to government, we increased significantly the
funding for vocational education and training. When we
came to government the funding for vocational
education and training in Victoria was $800 million;
now it is $1.2 billion. There has been a 50 per cent
increase in funding for vocational education and
training.
People may ask whether, if you spend 50 per cent more,
you are getting good value for that money. I can tell the
house that because we are spending 50 per cent more
on vocational education and training, enrolments in
2013 increased from 426 900 in
2010 — —
Ms Allan interjected.

Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — The enrolments for
vocational education and training in 2010 were
426 900. In 2013, which is the last full year for which
we have records, the number was 645 000. That is a
51 per cent increase in students doing vocational
education and training. We have provided more money
to teach more students.
I wish to also advise that these are students who needed
this vocational education and training. We have had a
significant increase in students who are unemployed,
students who are from culturally and linguistically
diverse backgrounds, students who have a disability
and students who are in regional and rural Victoria. The
most important thing is that in the areas where there are
job opportunities when we came to government only
49 per cent of vocational education and training
students were studying courses where there were real
job prospects. That has been increased under this
government up to 72 per cent, so there are more
students, more funding and more students doing more
appropriate courses across Victoria.
The other thing I would say is that we want students to
stay in education longer, and under this government we
have increased the number of students staying to
year 12 and beyond that going on to tertiary education.
We have more young people staying in education
longer, providing them with better long-term prospects.

TAFE funding
Mr NEWTON-BROWN (Prahran) — My question
is to the Minister for Higher Education and Skills. What
action is the coalition government taking to improve
employment opportunities for young people throughout
Victoria, and are there any threats to this?
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Mr WAKELING (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I thank the member for Prahran for his
question. It is a very important question because it is
about providing opportunities for young people to
undertake important training so that they gain
employment. As the Premier just highlighted to the
house, the first thing you need to do as a government is
invest in training, and that is exactly what this
government has done.
As we have just heard, investment in training has gone
from $800 million under those opposite up to
$1.2 billion per year. This government has committed
to providing a minimum $1.2 billion over the next four
years. That is a record for the nation. With respect to
TAFE, the former government provided $487 million,
but under this government that figure has increased by
23 per cent to $600 million. By any measure this
government is putting more money into training. As the
Premier pointed out, not only have we increased
funding levels but we have more students undertaking
training in key areas.
If we look at where we are placed in the nation, we see
the participation rate in training is at 16 per cent
compared to the national average of 12 per cent, so we
are a leader in training. With regard to TAFE, I recently
had the great pleasure of joining the Premier on visits to
a number of TAFEs to make some very important
announcements. We joined the members for Carrum
and Hastings on a visit to — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Questions interrupted.
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manufacturing and health. As an article in the
Mornington News highlighted, ‘Frankston’s Chisholm
TAFE is set to become a premier tertiary training
centre’. Chisholm TAFE chief executive officer Maria
Peters was quoted in that article as saying, ‘It’s very
exciting for the people of our region’. A headline in the
Frankston Standard Leader reads ‘TAFE campus
$45.5 million revamp to boost quality of training and
economy’. In that article local mayor Darrel Taylor is
reported to have said that this commitment would
support the community’s growth and skills
development, especially in health and advanced
manufacturing.
Further, the Premier and I, together with the member
for Prahran, had the pleasure of visiting Northern
Melbourne Institute of TAFE (NMIT) to make a very
important funding announcement of $19 million, which
will provide greater opportunities for that important
institution and leveraged the creation of its new name
of Melbourne Polytechnic. That announcement was
well received by its community, and again I
congratulate NMIT on the work it does.
I also had the great pleasure in joining with you,
Speaker, in Lilydale at Box Hill Institute of TAFE for a
very important announcement to provide 20 new
training courses, which will lever a training opportunity
for 800 students next year. That announcement was
well received on the day by many principals who
attended from the local schools.
Mr Merlino — On a point of order, Speaker,
standing orders require the minister to be factual. He is
referring to shipping containers, a used car saleyard and
a tiny shopfront, not Swinburne Lilydale TAFE.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Questions interrupted.

Member for Ivanhoe
The SPEAKER — Order! Under standing
order 124, I ask the member for Ivanhoe to leave the
chamber for half an hour.
Honourable member for Ivanhoe withdrew from
chamber.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
TAFE funding
Questions resumed.
Mr WAKELING (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — We made a commitment of
$21.9 million, which is part of a $45 million funding
announcement to deliver new centres for advanced

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Monbulk
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Monbulk knows very well that that is not the way to
take a point of order. Under standing order 124, he will
leave the chamber for an hour.
Honourable member for Monbulk withdrew from
chamber.
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vocational training than were enrolled just two years
ago?

TAFE funding
Questions resumed.
Mr WAKELING (Minister for Higher Education
and Skills) — I was asked about threats, and I think we
have just heard what the threats are. The community
expects its government to support TAFEs. It does not
expect its government to get out and trash their names,
unlike the member for Eltham, who has been trashing
Federation Training, and unlike those opposite who
through their comments trash the Melbourne
Polytechnic centre or who trash Bendigo Kangan
Institute or more importantly who trash the 800 training
places that are going to be provided by Box Hill TAFE.
It is an absolute disgrace that those opposite are more
interested in trashing TAFEs than they are going out
there and supporting them.

TAFE funding
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer the Premier to his
comprehensive cutbacks to TAFE, which have resulted
in — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Questions interrupted.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Minister for Ports
The SPEAKER — Order! I have earlier called the
Minister for Ports to attention. Under standing
order 124, he will leave the chamber for half an hour.

Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. The situation with
regard to vocational education and training is an
important issue. We as a government strongly support
the need for vocational education and training to
provide young people in particular with choices and
opportunities to gain the skills they need for their future
work and also to provide for those people who want to
gain additional skills in their existing work or to change
the sort of work they do in the future.
Vocational education and training is very important.
That is why we have significantly increased funding for
vocational education and training. When we came to
government — it is very clear — $800 million was
being spent on vocational education and training. The
current expenditure is $1.2 billion. As the Minister for
Higher Education and Skills has just outlined, we have
made a commitment into the future of providing at least
$1.2 billion each and every year for vocational
education and training through the forward estimates.
That will provide over the next four years
850 000 vocational education and training places for
the people of Victoria, particularly the young people.
That is why we are investing in vocational education
and training and why we are investing in centres of
excellence, as we are investing at Frankston in the
Chisholm Institute, as we are investing in centres of
excellence — —
Mr Andrews — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier was asked very directly whether there are
45 000 fewer students today than two years ago. I ask
you to direct him to the fact that without referring to
that matter the answer can in no way be relevant to the
question asked.

Minister for Ports withdrew from chamber.
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TAFE funding
Questions resumed.
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — I
again refer the Premier to his government’s
comprehensive cutbacks to TAFE, which have resulted
in TAFEs closing at Swinburne Lilydale,
Greensborough, Yarram, Heyfield, Orbost, Mallacoota,
Swifts Creek, Sale, Bairnsdale, Kyneton, Moreland,
Glenormiston, Cranbourne and Sunbury. Can the
Premier confirm that as a result of these Liberal
cutbacks 45 000 fewer students are enrolled in

Ms Asher — On the point of order, Speaker, the
Premier was asked a question that related to TAFE.
Then we had a long and rambling preamble which
mentioned a number of various places. That preamble
preceded the part of the question to which the Leader of
the Opposition has just referred. I put it to you, Speaker,
that the Premier is being relevant to the question he was
asked and that in answering the question the Premier
has every right to address the preamble because the
preamble forms part of the question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order. The preamble does form part of the question.
The Premier was being relevant.
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Dr NAPTHINE — I was referring to the
$41.9 million Future Skills package at Chisholm TAFE
in Frankston, including the TAFE centre for advanced
manufacturing and trade. It was fantastic to see young
people there doing advanced manufacturing skills
training so that they could be employed in advanced
manufacturing in the future. There is also our funding
of $19 million as part of the future for Melbourne
Polytechnic, funding of $64 million into centres of
excellence at Bendigo Kangan TAFE and over
$40 million into TAFE facilities across Gippsland,
which is a really important investment. In my own area
there is nearly $8 million at the South West Institute of
TAFE so that students across rural and regional
Victoria can learn anywhere, anytime and on any
device.
In terms of the numbers, let me repeat that enrolments
have grown by 51 per cent since we came to
government. When Labor left office enrolments were at
426 900. In 2013 they were at 645 000, a 51 per cent
increase. The number of Indigenous students is up
43 per cent. The number of students from culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds is up 109 per cent.
The number of students with a disability is up 58 per
cent.
As the Minister for Higher Education and Skills has
said, Victoria leads the way across all the states and
territories. We are the ones who have the highest
participation rate in higher education and skills training
because we as a government care about young people.
We as a government invest in higher vocational
education and training. We invest in capital
improvements. We invest in courses. We want to make
sure that young people are doing courses that provide
them with real skills for real job opportunities. We have
moved from 49 per cent doing real skills for real job
opportunities to 72 per cent.
Mr Andrews — On a point of order on relevance,
Speaker, in the 7 seconds remaining I ask if you would
remind the Premier that he is obliged to be relevant to
the question. Are there 45 000 fewer students than two
years ago or not?
The SPEAKER — Order! Taking a point of order
is not an opportunity to repeat the question. The
Premier was being relevant.
Dr NAPTHINE — As I said, there are 51 per cent
more students under this government — more funding
and more students doing more relevant courses. That is
what skills training is about.
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Economic management
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — My question is to the
Treasurer. How is the coalition government’s strong
financial management building a better Victoria and
ensuring record investment in infrastructure and
services for Victorians?
Mr O’BRIEN (Treasurer) — I thank the member
for Forest Hill for his question and for his great interest
strong financial management. Today the Parliament had
tabled before it the 2013–14 financial report for the
state of Victoria. I am pleased to report that the state of
Victoria’s result for that year was a surplus of
$2 billion. In anyone’s language that is a very strong
result. It is a result Labor could not manage in 11 years
in government. It could not come close. You would
have to go back to 1998–99 to get that sort of number
and a result of that sort of strength, back when we had
Liberal Treasurers of the calibre of Alan Stockdale and
the current Premier — the glorious 13-day reign of
Treasurer Napthine!
This is testament to the strong financial management of
this government. The important thing is that this money
is being invested in infrastructure. If you compare the
last four years of net infrastructure investment under
Labor, you see there was $16.8 billion. Under this
coalition government there is $22.3 billion, 33 per cent
more infrastructure investment under a coalition
government.
An honourable member — Where?
Mr O’BRIEN — ‘Where?’, comes the question. I
will tell you where it is not: it is not myki. It is not the
desalination plant. It is not the north–south pipeline. We
actually invest in infrastructure that benefits Victorians
and makes a real difference to the lives of Victorians.
We invest in projects like the Monash Children’s
hospital, projects like the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear
Hospital rebuild and projects like grade separations and
level crossing removals under a coalition government.
These are projects that matter.
Not everybody was as confident as we were that we
would deliver a surplus for the 2013–14 financial year.
One commentator put out a statement on 26 May. He
said:
Denis Napthine’s budget is teetering on the edge — his
claims of a surplus are in tatters.

We have a $2 billion surplus. The only thing that is in
tatters is the economic credibility of a shadow Treasurer
who cannot add up. It has been 524 days since I was
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last asked a question by the shadow Treasurer — it is
just not happening.
We need this strong financial outcome so we can invest
in services that matter to Victorians, so we can invest in
infrastructure that matters to Victorians, so we can cut
payroll tax, so we can cut WorkCover premiums and so
we can invest more in attracting businesses to the state,
growing the economy and growing jobs. The worst
thing you could do would be to rip up all that hard
work — rip up all those contracts and all those major
projects — and go back to the dim, dark days of
structural deficits and dodgy infrastructure choices from
the party which gave us the desalination plant, gave us
myki and gave us the north–south pipeline.

MATTERS OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Government achievements
Debate resumed.
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) — We are still
debating the matter of public importance and before the
lunch break I was going through ambulance response
time averages around Melbourne. I was up to
Cheltenham and I will keep going: Craigieburn,
14 minutes 55 seconds average, up 3 minutes
20 seconds; Cranbourne, 14 minutes 25 seconds, up
3 minutes 15 seconds; Docklands, 12 minutes
35 seconds, again up 3 minutes 25 seconds; Frankston,
15 minutes 12 seconds average, up 4 minutes
22 seconds; Hadfield, 14 minutes 20 seconds, up
3 minutes 10 seconds; Hoppers Crossing, 13 minutes
55 seconds, up 3 minutes 25 seconds; and Jacksons
Creek — the worst in the state — 15 minutes
43 seconds, up 4 minutes 48 seconds.
Next we have Melton, 14 minutes 13 seconds, up
3 minutes 33 seconds; Moonee Ponds, 12 minutes
52 seconds, up 3 minutes 22 seconds; Nunawading,
13 minutes 43 seconds, up 3 minutes 3 seconds;
Prahran, 13 minutes 37 seconds, up 3 minutes
17 seconds; Richmond, 13 minutes 11 seconds, up
3 minutes 31 seconds; South Morang, 14 minutes
8 seconds, up 4 minutes 3 seconds; St Albans,
14 minutes 5 seconds, up 3 minutes 10 seconds;
Sunbury, 16 minutes 3 seconds, up 3 minutes
58 seconds; Tullamarine, 13 minutes 17 seconds, up
3 minutes 37 seconds.
That is not an exhaustive list; I could go through every
single branch across Melbourne and the outer suburbs.
For every single branch of Ambulance Victoria average
response times are slower across the board, which is
reflected in the Ambulance Victoria report which was
tabled in this very Parliament today — it was
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convenient for the Premier to not even reference it — at
page 37. The response time average across the state is
73.7 per cent of code 1 cases arriving within
15 minutes, against the government’s own benchmark
of 85 per cent. That is 10 per cent lower than its own
benchmark. If the Premier even flipped over to page 38,
he would see the historical response time data back to
2009–10, Labor’s last full year in government, which
was 80.7 per cent. Then it dropped in 2010–11 to
77.2 per cent; in 2011–12 to 74.8 per cent; in 2012–13
to 73 per cent; and this year to 73.7 per cent. Those are
the statistics for the 80 000 cases not arriving within the
15 minutes.
Those are the statistics, but let me tell members what I
have in the corner of my parliamentary office. On a
very humble pin board there sits an A4 sheet of paper
with a photo of a young man, headed ‘Our Man Matt’.
The photo is accompanied by a beautiful poem that was
written by Matt’s parents, Steve and Jo Gibbs. The
poem and photo were prepared for Matt’s funeral after
he collapsed and stopped breathing while playing
indoor soccer at Melton in October last year. He was
aged 23 back then. As the tribute stated:
We hear it mentioned often,
That time will heal our pain,
But to be honest,
We know it will always remain.

Despite there being an ambulance station only
5 minutes away, Matt was forced to wait for
16 minutes; again that was outside the 15-minute
benchmark. Given the devastating circumstances of
Matt’s death and the delay in the ambulance response,
Matt’s father, Steve, contacted Neil Mitchell’s program
on 3AW. He choked back tears during that 7-minute on
air interview. He told Neil Mitchell, ‘As a father, I just
think it’s too long for people to be in that situation,
lying in the middle of anywhere and not breathing,
relying on other people to do CPR. The government
needs to have a good look at the system and forget
about rhetoric’. That happened a year ago. Mr Gibbs
appealed directly to the government to do something —
anything — to fix the ambulance crisis. It was a plea
from a desperate and grieving family. There was
absolutely no criticism whatsoever of our hardworking
paramedics at the scene. In fact Steve Gibbs went out of
his way to praise the work of our paramedics. The
bottom line for him was that the ambulance system
needed to be fixed.
On the key measurement of response times, the
problem is crystal clear. I have outlined on a number of
occasions in my contribution where that benchmark is
today — at 73.7 per cent. These code 1 cases are the
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cardiac arrest cases, they are the stroke cases, they are
the car accident cases and they are the cases where
children are not breathing any longer. They are the
cases that are simply the difference between life and
death. That is what the statistics will not tell you, but
these are the human faces, the faces of people such as
Matt Gibbs, Brodie Wilson and Emmy Boyle. They are
the faces that Victorians are seeing time and again
because this government has absolutely dropped the
ball on ambulances, such that we have a complete and
utter crisis in this state.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — It is my pleasure
to rise to speak on this very important matter of public
importance that deals directly with what this
government has done to fix the mess left behind by the
Labor government. I begin by congratulating each and
every one of my colleagues, from the Premier down,
for the work they have done in fixing up the mess that
was left behind.
Let me say at the beginning a thing that has always
been said to me — that is, how does one manage a
fortune? You manage a fortune by mismanaging and
squandering a large fortune. If ever it could be said that
saying were true, it has been demonstrated by the Labor
Party over the years of waste and mismanagement we
have seen. Since World War II each and every Labor
government that has been given a sound economic
platform to start with has left the place with a lot less
than it started with. It is absolutely true that Labor
cannot manage money, and Labor has demonstrated
that it cannot manage money time and again. We were
left with Victoria in a shambolic state just as previous
Labor governments have done time and again.
There are situations Victorians should never forget.
One is the $3 billion frittered away on the bungled
poker machine auction, an auction that should have
been easy to manage. It was money for jam.
Unfortunately in this case it was money frittered away.
Labor’s desalination plant at more than $23 billion is
costing taxpayers $1.8 million every single day and will
do so for 27 years. If that is not a symbolic project that
sits there idle every single day and has Labor written all
over it in terms of not being able to manage
infrastructure, then I do not know what is. There is the
$1.4 billion waste in blowouts and mismanagement in
ICT projects, such as myki. Myki was an absolute
mess. We came in, and we fixed it. We had to fix it. We
had to deliver a project, and we knew how to do it.
Unfortunately Labor had no idea what it was doing. A
ballooning public service of bureaucrats grew by more
than double Victoria’s population growth rate when
Labor was in power. The previous government has a
track record of waste and mismanagement, including
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$11 billion in cost overruns. It is the party that gave us
the desalination plant, myki and the flawed north–south
pipeline.
In contrast my colleagues and Liberal Premiers manage
finances like they were managing their own mortgages.
We can be proud of this, because we know the money
we deal with in here is taxpayers money, and we ensure
the taxpayers get the absolute best deal possible from
the projects we deliver. Since we have come to power
our economic management has shone in comparison to
Labor’s efforts. Victoria is the only state to have a
AAA credit rating with a stable outlook from both
agencies, a $1 billion surplus each and every year of the
forward estimates and a strong discipline to managing
money. It is in our DNA to manage it. It is in the DNA
of all coalition governments to manage money, and in
November voters will have a choice. It will be a clear
choice between those who can manage a budget and
projects and those who mismanage and waste.
Economic indicators include a level of growth over the
national average, 62 000 more people employed than
when Labor left office, 20 000 net full-time jobs in the
12 months since June 2013, exports up 11.3 per cent,
consumer confidence up 6.8 per cent, retail trade up
5.4 per cent and, of course, the best budget we have
seen in 25 years has been delivered under our
government. This budget has delivered record funding
for hospitals and health of $4.8 billion in capital
spending, including the comprehensive cancer centre,
Bendigo hospital, Monash Children’s hospital, the eye
and ear hospital, Barwon Health, Waurn Ponds,
Geelong and Latrobe. There has been record funding in
education, law and order, and community services, and
$500 million in capital for new schools and upgrades.
Not only that, but we are building for the future. We are
building with a budget that will ensure game-changing
projects and game-changing infrastructure that will
make a huge difference in the future.
When governments come here they need a vision. We
need a plan not of something to do just within one term
of government but into the future. I am talking about
the sorts of projects that include the Tullamarine
Airport link, West Gate Bridge, city loop and CityLink.
Then of course there is the regional rail link at
$4.1 billion, the port capacity project at $1.6 billion and
the east–west link, to which we have committed
$6.8 billion. That $6.8 billion includes $1.5 billion from
the federal government and $3.3 billion from the
private sector. What does Labor want to do? It wants to
rip up those contracts and ensure that $4.8 billion of
money is ripped out of the economy, is ripped out of
jobs and is ripped out of infrastructure. This is an
absolute crying shame.
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The member for Bentleigh sits with me here. I was with
the opposition candidate in her seat at a transport forum
a few weeks ago. The Labor candidate for Bentleigh
was saying that the $6.8 billion should be spent on
more level crossings and a whole lot of other transport
plans. Obviously the Labor candidate for Bentleigh has
no idea that $4.8 billion of that money is from
somewhere else and not from our budget. We have
$2 billion from our budget. The rest is from other
places. The member for Narre Warren South does not
even live in her electorate.
Ms Graley — The member for Bentleigh did not
even turn up.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Ryall) — Order!
The member for Narre Warren South is not making it
easy on herself. If she wishes to take a point of order,
she knows how to do so.
Mr SOUTHWICK — The member for Narre
Warren South would not even know what is actually
happening within her electorate. She keeps interjecting
but has not even looked in her own electorate to find
out because she does not live there. Hopefully the
voters will know that in November.
The $27 billion of investment in infrastructure will
deliver a wide employment benefit of 60 000 more jobs
and a $10 billion boost to the Victorian economy each
and every year. Of course with the growth in the Asian
century that is upon us, we need to ensure that we build
for that and ensure that we capitalise on education and
research, including medical research, the growth for
demand in food and fibre, and technical services such
as biotech. We have been delivering in this area. The
trade missions we have delivered under our government
have included record cooperation, investments and
outcomes. There have been 76 trade missions to
33 countries involving 3181 businesses. The member
for Narre Warren South shakes her head because again
she has no idea about business.
What this has delivered is $4.6 billion in export sales
that goes straight into the economy, straight into jobs,
straight into economic outcomes, and that is what we
are talking about on our side. That is what we are
delivering. Ultimately these trade missions have
delivered 4000 jobs, which the Labor Party would have
no idea about, but that is what we are delivering. There
is a Food to Asia Action Plan, which is a $17.8 million
plan, and a global health strategy that will deliver
greatly for Victoria.
We are delivering on law and order and keeping
Victorians safe. We are delivering a record investment
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in policing, with 1700 police officers on the beat and
940 protective services officers. We have abolished
suspended sentences and ensured that jail means jail.
What is the opposition offering? It is offering headlines
such as ‘Labor silent about secretive slush funds’;
‘Union links to Labor is bad news for Leader of the
Opposition Daniel Andrews’; ‘Victorian Labor admits
to accessing stolen Age recordings’; ‘Daniel Andrews
blames the party headquarters over these tapes’;
‘Opposition leader Daniel Andrews stands by the
CFMEU after claims official demanded $50 000 to
keep peace on Pentridge Prison construction site’ and
of course the kicker, the article on the front page of the
Herald Sun headed ‘Don’t trust him — Fury over
east–west backflip’. Before, the Leader of the
Opposition said his party would never rip up contracts,
but now it says it is going to rip up contracts. Would
anyone trust the opposition? I would say not.

STATEMENTS ON REPORTS
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
end-of-term report
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — I am delighted to
make some comments this afternoon on the end-of-term
report of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee. The report is a comprehensive coverage of
the committee’s activities during the course of the
57th Parliament. The current committee and its
predecessors have had a long history in this Parliament,
with the first public accounts committee being formed
in 1895. One of the primary roles of successive
committees that has remained largely unchanged over
the years is examining through the gathering of
evidence any aspects of both public receipts and public
expenditure that may occur during a year. While the
functions remain similar, certainly the amounts are very
different. If members refer to the appropriation from
1894–95, they will see a total of some £4.458 million
was appropriated, compared with in excess of
$50 billion today.
As members are aware, the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee has three main functions: public
accounts, estimates and audit. The estimates function is
probably the most high profile of those statutory
responsibilities, and of course each year, following the
handing down of the state budget, we conduct the
estimates hearings, where the Premier, the Deputy
Premier and all ministers attend over a period of two
weeks. Many of the committee’s reports are prepared
on a cyclical basis, an example being the annual
estimates reports, but two reports presented to
Parliament in this term fell outside that normal routine.
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The first was a report on effective decision-making for
major infrastructure projects, and that was a specific
reference from the Legislative Assembly. It is a
comprehensive report. Anyone who is interested in the
provision of contemporary infrastructure projects will
certainly find it is worth a read and useful. The second
report reviewed the performance measurement system
and related reporting issues. That was tabled this year,
and in that regard I commend the Minister for Finance
on his initiative in inviting the committee to provide
advice to government on discontinued performance
measures. Certainly I found this to be a very useful
dialogue, and I trust the government did as well.
In the course of the committee’s investigations during
this Parliament, it conducted 268 public hearings, at
which more than 1100 witnesses were heard. There
were 61 private meetings of the committee and a further
31 meetings of the audit subcommittee to consider audit
specifications produced by the Victorian
Auditor-General’s Office. In the course of the
preparation of the infrastructure report, the committee
also met with representatives of some 48 organisations,
including public accounts committees,
Auditor-General’s offices — state, provincial and
national — public and private sector organisations and
professional bodies. A total of 26 reports have been
tabled during the 57th Parliament, and those reports
contain a total of 568 recommendations.
The committee has also considered and made
recommendations on the appointment of the
Auditor-General, appointed a performance auditor and
a financial auditor to the Auditor-General’s office, and
finally has taken an active part in the Australasian
Council of Public Accounts Committees. Over the
parliamentary term there were two full meetings of the
council, and two mid-term meetings, the most recent
being held in June this year, and over the past
12 months I personally have had the privilege of
chairing the council.
The workload of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee is matched by few committees, with the
possible exception of the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee, but I would suggest its output
is matched by none. That work is achieved by a
relatively small secretariat, and I want to recognise the
hard work and dedication of the committee’s executive
officer, Valerie Cheong, and all members of her staff,
whether they be permanent, on secondment or on
contract. The Parliament is certainly well served by
them all and by the work they do.
Finally I want to recognise the contributions of my past
and present committee colleagues, all of whom have
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served over the course of this Parliament. They are the
members for Altona, Brunswick, Forest Hill, Lyndhurst
and Preston from the Assembly and our colleagues
from the upper house: a former member for Eastern
Victoria region, Mr Philip Davis, who chaired the
committee for a time; a member for Western Victoria
Region, Mr David O’Brien; and a member for Northern
Metropolitan Region, Mr Craig Ondarchie. I commend
the report to this house and to the Victorian community,
which we all serve. Without pre-empting any decisions
of the new house, I wish the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee of the 58th Parliament well, and I
hope it continues the proud tradition for the benefit of
all Victorians.

Economic Development, Infrastructure and
Outer Suburban/Interface Services Committee:
marine rescue services in Victoria
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — I rise to make a
contribution on the inquiry into marine rescue services
in Victoria conducted by the Economic Development,
Infrastructure and Outer Suburban/Interface Services
Committee. At first blush there seems to be a
disconnect between the committee’s title and the actual
reference the committee had. Nevertheless I began as
the deputy chair for this inquiry, and the committee
realised fairly quickly that there was a real issue that
needed to be addressed here — that is, the fact that the
oversight of voluntary water rescue crews is ad hoc,
underfunded and potentially not fit for purpose.
Although the report states that marine services and
rescue are essentially ungoverned, the committee
praises the volunteers for their dedication and
commitment despite the lack of oversight and funding.
The committee found critical gaps in the system that
need to be addressed, that volunteer marine research
and rescue is not subject to legislative or regulatory
oversight at state level, and that it has been largely
ignored and left to itself. Some of the revelations were
quite alarming. In particular the Australian Volunteer
Coast Guard Association noted in its submission to the
inquiry that in the absence of accreditation anybody can
commence operating as a marine rescue organisation
anywhere in Victoria, irrespective of their capability,
without being subject to minimum standards for the
provision of marine rescue services. Victoria Police
often acts as a control agency during rescues and
incidents at sea, but it also expresses concern about the
capacity, capability and experience of volunteers
entrusted to help those in distress.
To categorise it, the committee found a system that
really did not have an overarching governance and that
there was a lack of scrutiny and accountability. Putting
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aside the economic development and infrastructure
aspects of the committee’s role, it proceeded in good
faith and adopted a bipartisan approach to get to the
heart of this matter to make findings and
recommendations in the public interest.
One of the findings is:
The absence of a statewide strategic approach to marine
search and rescue service provision has resulted in areas of
both oversupply and undersupply in the provision of marine
search and rescue services.
…
Victoria needs to introduce a statewide system of
accreditation, combined with regular capability assessments,
for all volunteer marine search and rescue units and
organisations.
…
Combined government funding to the volunteer marine
search and rescue sector for the purchase of vessels,
equipment and training has been insufficient for many years.
This has the potential to reduce the attractiveness and safety
of the sector for volunteers, as well as its operational
effectiveness.

According to my latest checks, we are still waiting to
hear the government’s formal response to this inquiry,
but I would argue that we need a coordinated strategy.
We need to have a proposition to allow for the building
and purchasing of Victorian vessels. We should be
looking at forming a strategy, as a matter of policy, to
invest further in this area of public safety. Specifically
we should be formulating policy right now in relation to
where we should invest and around developing skills
and industries. Victoria is very well placed, and it
would be remiss not to invest in our own capabilities
and jobs as that will deliver ongoing employment and
opportunities as well.
The report notes that there has been little increase in the
annual funding allocation for the marine search and
rescue grants component of the boating safety and
facilities program or in the total annual allocation for
the combined grants-based components of the program.
At a time of rising costs to the sector, this has occurred
despite increases in revenue from vessel registrations
and licensing. The current grants-based approach to
marine search and rescue vessels acquisition is an
inefficient and ineffective procurement methodology.
There were other issues around the appropriateness of
jet skis that hopefully will be looked at as well.
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Family and Community Development
Committee: social inclusion and Victorians
with disability
Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) — I rise to make
some comments on the Family and Community
Development Committee’s inquiry into social inclusion
and Victorians with disability which was tabled in
September.
I congratulate the committee, particularly its chair, the
member for Mitcham, who is also in the chair in the
chamber at the moment; the deputy chair, the member
for Thomastown; Andrea Coote, a member for
Southern Metropolitan Region in the Legislative
Council; and the member for Essendon. I acknowledge
the contribution of David O’Brien, a member for
Western Victoria Region in the Legislative Council,
whom I took over from on 27 March when he stood
down from the committee. I also acknowledge the
executive officer, Dr Janine Bush, as well as Vicky
Finn and Natalie Tyler, for their great work in
compiling the report.
The committee’s terms of reference were very broad: to
define social inclusion for Victorians with disability; to
identify examples of good practice on inclusion and
participation, driven by local government and the
community sector; and to recommend ways to increase
social inclusion, including the role of collaboration
between local, state and federal governments, the
community sector, individuals with disability and their
carers. The committee brought forward
25 recommendations and there was strong bipartisan
support across the committee for those good, strong
recommendations.
I thank those who gave evidence to the committee. We
heard some wonderful contributions from people with a
disability about their needs, their aspirations, their
expectations, how they wanted to contribute to the
community and how they wanted to record their own
life plan. I want to put on the record a wonderful piece
of evidence that was given by a representative of the
Association of Children with a Disability, Melbourne. It
is entitled ‘A Great Life’:
I’m part of this world and I have a disability
But I don’t want it to rule my life
I want to find out what I’m good at and do it really well
I want to do stuff with my brothers and sisters
and I want to be happy at school
and I want people to feel OK around me
I want to hang out with friends and do cool stuff
I love my parents but I don’t want to live with them
forever so … I’ll need to get a job
I want to fall in love and maybe have kids
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And when it’s all over, I want to be able to say that I
didn’t just have a life
— I had a great life.

Many of those who came before the committee spoke
about their aspirations. They understood they had a
disability, and some of them had major disabilities, but
they still wanted to go out into the world. It is fair to say
that since the institutions closed down and people with
disability have moved into the community, it is even
more important for communities to work with people
with disability and for those with a disability to be able
to access every sphere of life, whether it be access to a
building or whether it be access to shops.
A number of people from organisations spoke to the
committee about working with the clients who had
disability and trying to find out what they wanted. If
their clients went shopping, they did not just want to be
taken shopping; they wanted to have some input into
what shops they went into. They want to be
contributing members of the community. They want to
be volunteers. They want to be parents, as mentioned in
the lovely poem that I just read out. It is important to
understand that a disability does not define who people
are. We need to make sure that at every level of
government we make it easier for people with disability
to participate, to contribute and to have access to the
things that we have access to and take for granted.
There are people with disability who are leaders in our
community. There are some people with an obvious
disability and there are others who hide their disability
and do not consider themselves to have a disability, but
there will always be those in our community with a
disability that need every bit of assistance we can give
them. The recommendations of the committee are about
supporting and embracing people with disability, but
more importantly they are about giving people with
disability the opportunity to have their own life goals
and to build and move on with their lives.
I congratulate the committee. It was a great committee
to be part of and we were all there for the right reasons.
It is a shame sometimes that the broader community
only sees question time, which is the theatre of
Parliament, rather than the committee process, which is
where the real decisions are made and where people
work together well in a bipartisan way. I commend the
recommendations of the committee and I hope the next
government brings them to fruition.
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Family and Community Development
Committee: social inclusion and Victorians
with disability
Mr MADDEN (Essendon) — I also rise to speak on
the report of the inquiry into social inclusion and
Victorians with a disability report which was tabled in
September. The report was developed under the
auspices of the Family and Community Development
Committee, and I place on the record my thanks to the
secretariat, Dr Janine Bush, Ms Vicky Finn and
Ms Natalie Tyler, who worked tirelessly to put together
this report on the basis of the work that we undertook as
a committee.
I also thank the committee members. The member for
Shepparton just made an erudite contribution to the
report. I thank her and I thank the other members, the
member for Thomastown; Andrea Coote, a member for
Southern Metropolitan Region in the Legislative
Council; and the chair, the member for Mitcham, all of
whom contributed to the formation of the report. There
was also David O’Brien, a member for Western
Victoria Region in the Council, but he had to relinquish
that role and hand it over to the member for Shepparton
earlier on in the process.
This is a very worthy report. It gives a lot of direction to
the structures of government in the future, particularly
around the challenges that governments need to
overcome and how department secretaries and
bureaucrats in the system can prioritise social inclusion
in what will be a new state disability plan that will be
needed in 2016, over and above what might have been
in place to date. One of the areas of particular interest to
me during the inquiry was the built environment,
particularly around public transport, education and
housing, and how important physical environments are
in giving people opportunity and allowing people with
a disability, or a lack of ability in any sense, to be
included in the community, because what we heard
about were the barriers. There are many barriers. They
can be physical barriers, they can be barriers of
people’s expectations or they can be barriers of
regulations, controls or rules placed in front of many
people who want to overcome them.
One of the things we can do as a government, referring
in particular to my former role as Minister for Planning,
is improve the physical environment. That relates
particularly to housing. In government we tried to make
some adjustments and, although we were not able to
complete this work, we introduced the concept of
universal housing and that minor adjustments to the
building code might improve accessibility in a universal
sense. There was a lot of angst in the housing industry
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over this. That is not only to the detriment of the
community and people seeking to overcome
accessibility barriers but also to the great detriment of
the building industry itself, because it excludes
significant sections of the community from big sections
of the building industry. People with a disability will
not take up housing or accommodation that is not built
in an accessible form. That places a significant financial
burden on those who support people with accessibility
needs in any shape or form.
Another area I was particularly interested in during the
inquiry was education, and I felt a little bit
underwhelmed by the response of departmental
representatives when we were questioning them in
relation to these matters. Whilst I know the education
department has a whole lot of policy in relation to
accessibility, I was certainly not impressed with the
ability of its representatives to answer clearly and
specifically in relation to a number of questions. I got
the sense that while the state disability plan gives
directions to many departments, including education
and transport, it is very much a tick-the-box
achievement for those departments. They do not make
it a priority. The quality of the accessibility is not
valued as much as the numbers in terms of how many
schools or parts of schools may be accessible. The
departments could not provide any more detail than
that, and that was disappointing. I hope this report will
inform policymakers, particularly the secretaries of
departments, when they are determining priorities in
relation to the new state disability plan in 2016.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
end-of-term report
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — I am very pleased to
rise today to speak on the 122nd Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee end-of-term report, which was
tabled in this place earlier today. This report records the
work done by PAEC in the 57th Parliament. As anyone
who looks at this report can quickly see, the committee
has been very active throughout the term of the
Parliament. It has been a great pleasure, honour and
privilege to have served on this committee for the
duration of this Parliament. I want to start by
commending and congratulating the current chair, a
colleague of mine in this place, the member for
Mornington, and his predecessor, a former member for
Eastern Victoria Region in the Council, Philip Davis,
who have done terrific work and shown great
leadership in the course of this Parliament in relation to
the extensive work that has been undertaken by PAEC.
There were 26 reports tabled by PAEC in the
57th Parliament, and they covered a wide range. There
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were the regular reports on the budget estimates, parts 1
and 2, as well as the reports on financial and
performance outcomes, with all their analyses of the
state’s budgets. I want to touch for a moment on a
couple of the special reports that PAEC has done.
Page 13 of the end-of-term report records the
110th report, entitled Report on the Appointment of a
Person to Conduct the Financial Audit of the Victorian
Auditor-General’s Office under Section 17 of the Audit
Act 1994. That was a small but somewhat unusual
report we prepared.
The 112th report, noted at page 15, was entitled Inquiry
into Effective Decision-making for the Successful
Delivery of Significant Infrastructure Projects. That
report was tabled in this place on 12 December 2012. It
arose from a reference from the Legislative Assembly
in relation to the area of infrastructure. That was a very
detailed and comprehensive report, and it resulted in
17 recommendations to the government, of which
82 per cent were supported. That was a substantial
report, which I spoke about in this place at the time, and
it was a great privilege to be part of that inquiry as well.
The 113th report, referred to on page 16, was the
Report on the Appointment of the Auditor-General of
Victoria. Reports of this type are relatively uncommon;
they are prepared every now and then, but the
committee felt that it was appropriate to record in a
report the processes and procedures undertaken in the
course of that appointment and table it in this place so
that it would be on the public record for all time.
The inside cover and page 22 of the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee end-of-term report deal with
a lot of statistics in relation to the work done by the
committee. We can see that there were 26 reports tabled
and 569 recommendations made. There were 65 full
committee meetings and 31 audit subcommittee
meetings, and I was a member of that audit
subcommittee as well. There were 268 public hearings
held, and 1113 witnesses appeared before the
committee. The committee also received 34 inquiry
submissions and 243 responses to inquiry
questionnaires. There has been a huge volume of work
completed by not only the committee but also the
secretariat of the committee. I would like to commend
the secretariat for its very diligent and hard work during
the course of this Parliament. I commend all the
members of that team for their hard work and great
support of the committee.
Pages 22 and 23 look at some of the committee’s
different activities — the evidence gathering that was
undertaken and the Victorian state budget briefing
seminars that were held, which are very important
information tools for all members of this place. In
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conclusion, this report is a very good summary of the
work of the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
in the 57th Parliament. I certainly commend the report
to members. It provides a holistic view of the role of the
committee, and the appendix on pages 24 to 26 in
particular go into the details of the functions of the
committee in a very succinct and appropriate way. I
commend the report to members.

Family and Community Development
Committee: social inclusion and Victorians
with disability
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — I rise to speak
on the most recent report from the Family and
Community Development Committee on its inquiry
into social inclusion and Victorians with a disability.
This was the fourth and final report from this
committee for the 57th Victorian Parliament. Before
going into the details of the report and its
recommendations I would like to thank all of those
organisations and individuals who contributed to this
inquiry through written submissions and presentations
at public hearings. They took the time to step members
of the committee through the issues, provided some
fantastic examples of innovative programs and offered
practical solutions to problems. The inquiry also
highlighted the vast array of work performed by
volunteers, many of whom have a disability
themselves, and the integral part they play in supporting
people with a disability. All of these volunteers are
instrumental in creating social inclusion and assisting
people with disabilities to fulfil their aspirations. I am
proud that the Labor Party has created a portfolio for
volunteering and volunteers to show the importance of
their contributions to the state and to the people of
Victoria.
In addition I will briefly mention the committee
members who are retiring from parliamentary office in
this election. My Labor colleague the member for
Essendon, with whom I had not worked prior to this
enquiry, demonstrated great compassion and empathy,
had some very good ideas and was very supportive.
The member for Shepparton, who is in the chamber,
will also be retiring. She was very considered,
thoughtful and caring in her approach to this inquiry.
Later I will talk further about a member for Southern
Metropolitan Region in the Council who is also retiring.
It is very difficult to do this report justice in the few
minutes I have, so I will confine my contribution to the
issues and areas of the inquiry recommendations and
what those recommendations attempted to address.
First and foremost the recommendations send a very
loud and clear message to the government that it must
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genuinely and properly consult and listen to people
with disabilities, as well as act on their advice. During
the inquiry, in reference to the development, evaluation
or implementation of policies, such as local or state
disability plans, we heard many concerns that
well-intentioned government programs and community
efforts are often misguided. We also heard that the
government must acknowledge that people with
disabilities also have aspirations and plans for their
lives and futures, just like anybody else in the
community. Government policies and programs must
therefore take into account these aspirations, wants and
needs for the future by listening to those who are best
able to explain them.
Secondly, we were told that there are many programs
and policies that have been put in place without proper
evaluation, review or assessment. The report’s
recommendations go into a lot of detail about that. For
example, the Auditor-General reviewed some of these
programs and looked at things such as local
government disability plans.
The committee also heard a lot of talk about the barriers
to social inclusion, such as transport. These are not just
large-scale, very costly transport issues that need to be
remedied — for example, not long ago the
Thomastown railway station lift was broken for
something like two weeks. We never see the lifts in any
of the big skyscrapers in the CBD broken down for
more than a day, let alone an hour, yet here we have a
broken lift in Thomastown preventing people with
disabilities from getting onto trains and doing their
daily business. The committee also heard concerns
about the barriers to residential care. We did not get a
lot of information from the Department of Human
Services, and I am disappointed I was not able to ask
questions — the department was prevented from
contributing by the chair of the committee. Overall the
report’s recommendations are the first steps to be taken
in looking at disability and social inclusion in order to
implement policies that will generate further discussion,
ideas and resources to support the social inclusion of
people with disabilities.

FAMILY VIOLENCE PROTECTION
AMENDMENT BILL 2014
Second reading
Debate resumed from 14 October; motion of
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General).
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — It is a pleasure to rise
once again to speak about the Family Violence
Protection Amendment Bill 2014 and particularly to
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rise after the contribution from the member for
Thomastown, who is a member of the Family and
Community Development Committee of this
Parliament and shows, as do all members who have
contributed to that committee’s reports, the great
passion people have for developing strong families in
this state.
This bill follows the groundbreaking legislation
introduced to the Parliament by Labor in 2008. It was
good legislation that served the community well back
then, but the truth of it is that we have had four years of
a relative lack of action on this front, and domestic
violence in this state has skyrocketed to become the
absolute no. 1 crime issue in Victoria. The statistics are
frightening. They are horrible. According to the police,
during 2013–14 there were 65 393 family violence
incidents reported to police — an 8 per cent increase.
During that same period, 17 101 family violence
intervention orders and family violence safety notices
were issued — a 10.3 per cent increase. That is
horrendous for a community like ours. It is horrendous
for Victorian families and communities.
As much as those statistics are frightening, it is the
human face behind them that is absolutely tragic. Like
many people here, I have experienced hearing of family
violence issues. The daughter of good friends of mine
was in a horrendous and tragic position not that long
ago. The lives of this young woman and her partner
were interrupted by the ice epidemic that hit so many
Victorian families. This woman’s husband became
incredibly violent. She was beaten repeatedly, her nose
was broken and her life was regularly in danger.
Eventually she escaped. She grabbed her young son
when the car pulled over, ran across the Hume
Highway and got to a friend’s house for safety. But as
often happens, there were the many pleadings, the
money issues, the many promises and eventually she
moved back with her violent partner. Under the
influence of ice the beatings became evident again and
even increased. By this time she was pregnant, and the
beatings endangered both her life and that of her unborn
child.
Eventually this young woman escaped, but the
harassment continued. Intervention orders were ignored
and eventually her former partner was charged and
imprisoned. It should not have been so hard for this
woman to escape such a life of hell. It should have been
much easier. Our laws should have been stronger and
our support for this woman should have been much
better. While she has escaped it now because of the
imprisonment, for the rest of her life she will have the
trauma of not feeling safe in her own home. But it is
more than that. Every time her former partner seeks
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access to the children that trauma will be exacerbated,
and the horrors of her former life and her fear for the
safety of herself and her children will come to bear
once again.
Labor understands that this is a complex issue. Often it
involves multiple sources, and this has led to a
horrendous increase in violence in our homes. It is for
that reason that on 17 May Labor in Victoria
announced that, if elected, it would establish Australia’s
first royal commission into family violence to get to the
heart of this issue — not piecemeal legislation and bits
and pieces of funding initiatives but a major royal
commission to consider a holistic approach to how we
tackle domestic violence and the whole resources of
government and community to put in place solutions to
eliminate it from our society. The opposition also
announced that it would have a shadow minister for
prevention of family violence. That is a very important
position. It shows that Labor considers this to be a
massive issue in Victoria.
The opposition has taken a number of other measures
and will continue to take them because this is a crucial
issue. We will trial duress alarms and CCTV for
victims with active intervention orders, we will bring in
safety audits of magistrates courts that deal with family
violence matters and we will reinstate the Coroners
Court family violence death review. These are all
welcome measures, which are needed.
Once again, I say that the issue of the rise of domestic
violence in our society and in this state is one that
should have been tackled a number of years ago, not
now with promises on the eve of an election. As
welcome as they may be, this issue that has devastated
lives right across Victoria has got away from the
government, and it should own up to it. The
government should recognise the issue and make sure
that it tackles it in a holistic manner and gives it the due
respect it deserves. Family violence destroys the lives
of so many young women and also destroys the lives of
children and the future of those children. We simply
cannot allow the number of domestic violence incidents
reported in our society to rise above 66 000; it should
be much less. It is horrendous and we need to fix it, and
we need to fix it properly.
Ms GARRETT (Brunswick) — I am pleased to rise
on behalf of my community to make a contribution to
the debate on the Family Violence Protection
Amendment Bill 2014. As we have heard from
previous speakers and from a lot of the debate and
discussion going on in our community, family violence
is a major and critical endemic problem in our state. We
have talked about the facts. The member for Eltham
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spoke eloquently and with great passion about his
friend, and we all know others who have been victims of
family violence. Some 65 000 incidents were reported in
Victoria during 2013–14. Those 65 000 incidents
involve stories of frightened primarily women and
children. Our fellow Victorians were not safe in the one
place they were supposed to be the safest — that is, in
their family home.
We can trace the history of the attitude of members of
the community towards this issue. For a long time
people felt that domestic violence was something that
happened behind closed doors and that it was nobody
else’s business and you were not to get involved. A
corresponding effect of that was that often victims of
family violence, particularly women, felt a deep shame
about what was happening in their lives and enormous
pressure, as they still do, to hold the family unit
together. There is the economic impact of trying to
leave, let alone the fear and apprehensiveness of further
violence.
The fact that partner violence is the leading contributor
to preventable death, illness and disability in Victorian
women aged 15 to 44 years is a stark and distressing
statistic that we in this house, those in our courts and
law enforcement agencies, those working in the
community sector and every single Victorian need to
have imprinted on their brain. It is everybody’s
responsibility to call out family violence to ensure that
perpetrators of family violence are brought to justice
and, most importantly, to ensure that women and
children are safe and can live free of fear of and harm
from those who are supposed to be the closest to them.
That is why one of the keynote announcements by the
Leader of the Opposition about what a future Labor
government intends to do was that it would establish a
royal commission into family violence. This problem is
out of control in our community. It is a complicated
issue involving the intersection of law enforcement, the
court system, service provision and options available to
women and children to leave the family home.
As previous speakers have pointed out, the generational
impact of violence is deep and can be lasting. There can
be a continuation of the violent behaviours witnessed
by children in the family home; attendant issues of
depression, mental illness or drug and alcohol issues
arising from the traumatic experiences of children and
women; and, in a worst case scenario — and this is
happening once a week in this country — the murder of
a woman by a former partner, to say nothing of the
horrors of innocent children being murdered by their
fathers.
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We have seen some profoundly horrific examples of
that around the country this year. In Labor’s view it is
critical, therefore, that we establish a royal commission
into family violence that will look at this issue in a
holistic, detailed and forward-thinking way and hear
from all of the key stakeholders and importantly from
women and children who are impacted upon about how
we as a community can work better to address this issue
to help victims and ultimately to significantly reduce
the incidence of violence in the home. We believe this
will focus an appropriately bright spotlight on this issue
so that it is recognised as a community problem that
requires a community response. We hope that that sort
of leadership will reverse the skyrocketing trend of
people being attacked and hurt in their own homes.
This bill amends the Family Violence Protection Act
2008. As we know, that bill was introduced by the
previous government and is considered to be
groundbreaking legislation for a range of reasons,
including the fact that it provided a comprehensive
definition of family violence, extended that definition to
family members, broadened the use of holding power
provisions, introduced an enhanced system of family
violence intervention orders, changed the way evidence
was given in court, gave police greater powers and
provided greater protection for children.
As we know, that act also introduced the regime of
protection to apply outside court hours. There were
some concerns around that at the time and some issues
around police being able to issue safety notices. I think
it is widely recognised that Victoria Police has really
transformed the manner in which it deals with family
violence incidents and also the priority it gives those
incidents in terms of resources and focus. It is to be
commended for that work. This bill, which ensures that
safety notices can be issued out of court hours, is to be
supported. We know that police working closely with
service providers and with the courts can make the
difference by allowing women and children to escape
family violence and be kept safe while at the same time
dealing with the perpetrators of family violence to try to
stop that cycle. If that sort of cooperation is not
happening and the system is faltering or breaking down,
we know that the harm to women and children that can
ensue has no limits in certain cases.
The bill also deals with interim order amendments
regarding finalisation orders to be attached to interim
orders. A lot has been said about that by previous
speakers. I again highlight that there was a lack of
consultation by the government with the key
stakeholders in tackling the issue of family violence,
including the Federation of Community Legal Centres,
the Domestic Violence Resource Centre Victoria,
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Women’s Legal Services Victoria, Domestic Violence
Victoria as well as many other agencies and interested
parties.
The failure of the government to properly consult with
these groups in the initial drafting of this bill has caused
significant difficulty, so while we see these
amendments as offering some enhancements — and we
will not oppose them — we make that point and again
highlight Labor’s proposed family violence royal
commission. This is designed to make sure we examine
this issue from every angle and provide comprehensive,
lasting and working solutions that will keep women and
children in this state safe.
Finally, we note that the bill contains provisions
relating to the publication of family violence criminal
proceedings. The opposition does not oppose that
measure. We welcome the focus and debate on family
violence. We welcome positive changes to strengthen
protections for women and children in this state, and we
commit in the 58th Parliament to continue this work in
a serious way to make sure that this heinous issue is
dealt with by the lawmakers, the courts and the
community, and that we see the rising incidence of
family violence reversed.
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — I rise to
contribute to the debate on the Family Violence
Protection Amendment Bill 2014. I understand that we
have already had some discussion on this legislation but
there are still some Council amendments to the bill that
have come back to the Assembly.
By way of background, the Thomastown electorate
falls within the city of Whittlesea, which has one of the
highest rates of the reporting of family violence in the
state. This is nothing to be proud of; it is an absolutely
terrible situation. Family violence is something that cuts
across all families, in many cases regardless of wealth,
where you come from or what your background is. It is
a scourge on our society. It is all about power,
domination and a terrible view on the position of
women and in many cases children as well.
Labor’s concern with this legislation is that, while we
support it, as has been mentioned many times, we
would like to see a comprehensive approach to the issue
of family violence. As has already been mentioned by
the previous speaker, the member for Brunswick, the
issue of family violence is so high on Labor’s agenda
that we have announced an election commitment to
institute a royal commission into family violence to try
to get full details and a comprehensive perspective on
this terrible blight on our society so that we can address
the situation in the best way possible.

Wednesday, 15 October 2014

I think everybody, including probably everybody in this
room, has experienced family violence in some way,
whether it is friends or family who have been subjected
to it. I remember as a teenager, even before I had a
licence, being dropped off at a friend’s home. My
friend came running down the driveway and told me to
stay there because her father was inside with a gun
pointed at her family, who were lined up against a wall
in the lounge room. It is so common that everybody
knows somebody who has been exposed to or is a
survivor of family violence.
When looking at legislation we need to make sure we
are doing everything we possibly can to involve,
include and consult with those who know best — those
who have experienced family violence and those who
work with, support and advocate for those who have
been subjected to family violence — to ensure that they
have the best possible protection. We must also look at
ways to prevent family violence from occurring and to
nip it in the bud as soon as possible when it does.
The bill contains provisions for when police apply for
an intervention order. It allows for a court to attach a
finalisation order to an interim order, which has the
effect of the order becoming final if the respondent
does not challenge it within 20 days of being personally
served. There will no longer be a necessity to go back
and prove the case for an interim order when the
offender is not represented.
In terms of raising awareness and keeping the issue of
family violence on the agenda and in the public eye, it
is good to always look to improve, where at all
possible, legislation that protects women and children
in the main. It is therefore good to debate in this
chamber legislation about family violence. However, as
I said before, we believe this ought to be looked at in a
much more comprehensive way. There needs to be
much more consultation with and involvement of those
who work in the area and of those who experience
family violence, because they are the ones who can tell
us the most.
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — I rise to speak in
support of the Family Violence Protection Amendment
Bill 2014. This bill continues the evolution of justice
bills in this place and our ongoing efforts to address the
growing issue of family violence. As someone who
lives with a magistrate, I hear every single day about
the number of people who are coming to court,
particularly the Magistrates Court, looking for
protection against one of their family members. It is
often the male partner in a relationship, but increasingly
orders are being made against children living in the
family home who are abusing their parents.
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Increasingly we are seeing children being ordered not
to abuse their parents while they are in the family
home. This is extraordinary to many of us who have
been fortunate to live in a safe home, but this is an
increasingly common problem.
We are also seeing an increase in the incidence of drug
use, particularly ice. Almost exclusively ice and alcohol
are the two drugs that impact on family violence.
Overwhelmingly the primary drug of violent offenders
is alcohol. In most cases that appear before the
Magistrates Court, orders are made against Australian
men who are drunk. However, increasingly we see ice
being involved in incidents of family violence that
come before the court. This is a serious problem that
continues to grow. Those who have sat in the
Magistrates Court, dealt with the criminal justice
system for many years and seen just about everything
there is to see are quite frightened by the increased
incidence of family violence, particularly family
violence that is triggered by the use of ice. However,
we should never underestimate the role alcohol plays in
these cases. While we might talk about other drugs,
alcohol is a legal drug and the preferred drug of most
family violence offenders.
I will give some background on the bill and the
concerns of the opposition. Our concern is that rather
than recognising the changes that need to be made to
give further protection to women — again I refer to
women, which is not to say that men are not subject to
family violence, but it is overwhelmingly a problem
experienced by women — these measures are about
managing the demand in our court system. The courts
are overflowing at the moment, and the lists are
growing. Magistrates are mostly getting through their
court lists, but this is increasingly difficult. For
example, when an offender is in custody they often do
not present to court, because Corrections Victoria is
unable to get them there in time.
Victims and family members sit around expecting to
have their day in court but are told the offender will not
be appearing. The offender cannot get to court because
they are still in jail, in remand or somewhere else.
There are massive blowouts in court lists, and
magistrates increasingly have to deal with
unrepresented offenders and offenders or victims with
language barriers, so the time it takes to deal with cases
is also growing exponentially. It is a serious and
ongoing problem.
We know that three-quarters of assaults against women
happen in the home and that half of all Australian
women will experience some form of physical or
sexual violence in their lifetime, and these are shocking
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figures. VicHealth research indicates that intimate
partner violence is the leading contributor to
preventable death, illness and disability for Victorian
women aged between 15 and 44. Police statistics also
show a continued rise in family violence offences. For
example, during 2013–14 over 65 000 family violence
incidents were reported to Victoria Police, which was
an 8 per cent increase on the year before. While we all
yell and scream about crime statistics, in this instance it
is difficult to know whether it is about a higher level of
reporting or a higher incidence of family violence,
which is something we must continue to monitor and
evaluate.
A number of pieces of legislation have been brought
into this place over the last decade to try to deal with
this, and Victoria Police has been successful in bringing
about a significant cultural change within its ranks. We
used to refer to violence in the home as being ‘just a
domestic’, which was also often the attitude of police.
We know that the police response to these call-outs is
very different now, and they are being taken more
seriously. Family violence is being treated as a crime,
as it has been for many years.
I would like to take a moment to pay tribute to
Christine Nixon, the Chief Commissioner of Police
under the Labor government, for the efforts she put in
to changing the police culture. That change manifested
itself in many ways across the police force, and it made
Christine Nixon a very unpopular police commissioner
with some police. She was subject to a lot of criticism
for some of the things she tried to do, but when you
look at her role and her time in office you would have
to say she made enormous changes. She seriously
changed the culture of the police and the way in which
the organisation manages these incidents.
Under this bill, the government argued that extending
the time frame for the first mention before the court
following the issuing of a family violence safety notice
to five working days will allow longer protection for
victims and more time for victims to take advice and
make decisions before attending the court. No doubt
that is true. But while we as an opposition are not
opposing the bill, we are concerned that the government
is also motivated to create the extension by the fact it is
going to help them manage the increasing delays being
experienced by our courts on a daily basis.
I have said this before in this place and I will say it
again, the Attorney-General should spend time sitting
in our court system. I do not know whether he has ever
done this; I know he was a commercial lawyer, so he
has probably not spent a great deal of time in the
criminal courts. Increasingly, what Attorney-Generals
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do — and what we do with justice bills in this place —
is deal with criminal cases and the criminal justice
system.
I urge the Attorney-General, before he does anything
else to make our court system more unmanageable, to
spend some time in our courts to hear how they operate,
to see the cases that appear before magistrates day in
day out, and to see the impact of some of the changes
that have been introduced during this term of
government. Many of those changes are not for the
better. They are not helping to reduce crime or helping
the courts manage. In many instances they are
increasing prisoner numbers without doing anything to
address the rise in crime.
All the evidence suggests that you can build more
prison beds but this does not help the justice system.
One need only look at America to see a perfect example
of what not to do, yet we are unfortunately emulating
the American justice system. In many ways we had
perfectly good systems in place that are now being
undone. I urge all members in this chamber to spend
time in the courts to see the job they do and the
difficulties they face before making further
amendments.
Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West) — I welcome the
opportunity to speak about the Family Violence
Protection Amendment Bill 2014 and say at the outset
that we will be supporting this bill. It amends the
Family Violence Protection Act 2008 to enable family
violence safety notices to be issued outside of court
hours, to enable certain interim family violence
intervention orders to become final orders without a
further court hearing and to allow for the publication of
reports about family violence charges and convictions
without obtaining an order.
It is important that we continue to talk about family
violence. I put it in terms of violence against women
and children. I acknowledge that there are some male
victims, but I want to state from the outset that,
overwhelmingly, it is women and children who are
victims of violence in the family home, so I will always
speak about violence against women and children. I just
wanted to provide that context for my contribution.
We know the horrific statistics — we know that family
violence is the leading contributor to the death and
disability of women of childbearing age, which is 15 to
45 years. We know that one woman dies every week at
the hands of her current or former partner, and one in
four children witnesses violence against women. We
know that the figures are so high that there will be
women in this chamber or women who work in this
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building who have been or are victims of family
violence. It is incumbent upon us to make sure that we
have the strongest legislation in place and that we send
the strongest message to the perpetrators of this
violence that it is unacceptable and that we will do
everything in our power to stop it from happening. We
will do everything in our power to protect women and
children. We will do everything in our power to stop
the systemic barriers that allow this violence to occur.
I want now to talk about why I think a royal
commission into family violence is critically important.
I have spoken a lot about violence against women in
this chamber, and I hope I have the opportunity to
continue to do that — we will see on 29 November! It
is a cause that is really close to my heart; it is a cause I
am passionate about. It is a cause that, regardless of
where I am or where I end up, I will never stop
speaking about. We need a royal commission because
we need to look in the broadest possible way at why
this violence happens, and we need to look at every
single contingency, avenue and opportunity to prevent
this from happening. We need to stop this violence
occurring in the next generation and the generation after
that. We need to care for the generation that has gone
before us that has experienced this violence.
We need to say, ‘You know what? We have not done a
good enough job. Decision-makers have not done a
good enough job’. Those who have done a great job are
the police and those who work very hard in services to
support the women and children who are in these
situations or who are doing their very best to flee them.
The reason the establishment of a royal commission is
timely and necessary is that, as I said before, we need to
look at the issue very broadly.
We need to look at poverty as a reason why women and
children find it difficult to escape those situations. We
need to look at jobs. We talk about jobs all the time,
and we should talk about them all the time, but we need
to talk about them within the context of women being
able to secure employment so that they can leave. We
need to look at education. We need to look at housing.
We need to look at all of the issues that may prevent
women and children from leaving violent situations,
and it is beholden on governments and oppositions to
continue to talk about those very issues.
We also need to have a look at the language we use and
its context when we talk about women and children.
We need to talk consistently and openly about women
and children as equal and valued members of our
community. We must break down the power structure,
the patriarchy still in place that allows this violence to
happen and fester. Until we dismantle that power
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structure — because we know sexual assault and family
violence is about the abuse of power — violence will
continue to happen. We need to attack the visible,
structural barriers and the invisible barriers. We know
there are higher levels of assault against women with
disabilities and Aboriginal women than against the
general population. We only have to look at the power
structure to see how that happens.
I will talk a little bit about context as well. In a
democracy it is important to protect the rights of
individuals and groups to stand up and speak out for
their beliefs. I will always defend those rights. What
upsets me is when groups use the issue of male
violence and the inferred impact on women to
propagate an argument for something else — for
example, the protection of animals. It upsets me that
those who have fought hard to dispel myths around
violence against women and have spent a great part of
their lives working really hard to support women and
children fleeing violent circumstances are accused of
supporting male violence. That really upsets me. It is an
insult to every single woman and child who has
experienced violence. These arguments do nothing for
the cause of these groups and serve to diminish the
lived experiences of women and children.
In putting this on the record I am sure that the actions of
a group which campaigns against me will escalate, but I
think that is a very small price to pay for standing up
and speaking out for women and children, for naming
what a group is doing by using male violence to
diminish what happens to women and children in order
to inflate its own campaign. I will never, ever shy away
from standing up for women and children. I will not
have women and children used in this way to extend an
argument around a group’s agenda of protecting
animals. That is wrong, and it should never happen. I
do not object to any group standing up for what it
believes in, but I believe that context is critically
important and that context can be dangerous.
To get back to my original point, if we do not
acknowledge that violence and sexual assault against
women and children are about power and the
perception of the value and role of women and children,
and if we do not stand up about that, then nothing will
change. I believe a royal commission will critique and
explore those points and come up with ways to get
ideas out into the community to be used as educational
tools, particularly with boys and young men coming
through schools. Once we get to that point, we can start
talking about eliminating this scourge that costs us not
only a lot of money but a lot in terms of trauma, family
breakdown, isolation, poverty and lack of education,
and finally we can have an impact on the incidence of
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violence against women and children. It must be
stopped. The only way to do that is to look at it from
the broadest perspective possible. It is the least we can
do for women and children.
Ms HUTCHINS (Keilor) — I rise to speak about
the Family Violence Protection Amendment Bill 2014,
and I note Labor’s support for the bill. The bill amends
the Family Violence Protection Act 2008, which
enables family violence safety notices to be issued
outside court orders. That is a very important avenue
for many women, and there is a great need for it in the
community. The bill enables certain interim family
violence intervention orders to become final orders
without a further court hearing, which is another
extremely important advancement. Finally, the bill will
allow for the publication of reports about family
violence charges and convictions without obtaining an
order.
Those three points in themselves have many examples
behind them as to why we are going down this track,
but in particular I want to focus on the issue of enabling
family violence safety notices to be issued outside court
hours and to demonstrate just why that is needed.
Unfortunately as recently as last Friday night a woman
I know, who grew up and has lived in my electorate all
her life, was assaulted by her partner. The words
‘terrified’ and ‘terrorised’ understate what she went
through in her own home when she was assaulted by
her partner after an argument turned to violence.
The couple had not been living together for a long time,
but they have a six-week-old baby together. It escalated
to the point of assault by her male partner. While she
was attempting to call for help he smashed her phone.
He then pulled out a handgun and threatened her life.
This was all just last Friday night. She fled the home
with her baby in her arms and was forced to hide out in
the street, in the dark, from her partner whom she
thought was going to shoot her in a very traumatic and
dramatic situation.
Fortunately she was able to get into the house of the
neighbour whose garden she was hiding in and make
some phone calls, both to her family and to the police.
However, it took about 40 minutes for the police to
attend at 1 o’clock in the morning. It took another very
long night for her and her family to ensure that the man
was taken into custody — although I have been
informed that he was only held for a number of hours
before he was released on bail. A court case hearing
was tendered for 9.30 a.m. on the following Monday.
When you have had your life threatened and been
terrorised and traumatised by your male partner, it is a
long time to wait from 1 a.m. on Friday night through
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to 9.30 a.m. on Monday to attend court to look at
getting some sort of intervention order in place. I
cannot imagine how that poor woman felt when that
situation came about. This woman was having to wait
and be fearful not only for her own life but the life of
her child until Monday morning to get some sort of
order in place by the court, at which time she had to
front the court and found the partner more aggressive
than ever in front of a judge.
The bill introduces a system which can put in place
safety notices in a much shorter time frame, making
women safer much sooner rather than later. In the
example I have just spelt out the woman was facing a
very violent situation on a Friday night and was not
able to get secure help from the courts until Monday
morning. That is not a situation anyone would like to be
in.
Unfortunately the stats are remarkably outrageous in
terms of the ever-growing violence that is happening in
our homes. During 2013–14 there were 65 000 family
violence incidents reported to Victoria Police, and in
that same time 17 000 family violence intervention
orders were made, including safety notices. Not long
after I was elected I realised that this was such a big
issue in my electorate, and I spent two days observing
family violence cases in the Magistrates Court at
Sunshine. I do not think I prepared myself or took
enough tissues along for that experience. I was quite
shocked at the number of cases that came before the
magistrate that day, in particular of parents — older
parents in particular — taking out intervention orders
against their own adult children in relation to family
violence that had happened in their homes. Many of
those situations were fuelled and driven by alcohol and
drug dependency. At the same time there was a high
level of anxiety and depression that was exhibited by
the parents who were at the court and also by the many
women facing cases.
VicHealth research found that intimate partner violence
is the leading contributor to preventable death, illness
and disability in Victorian women aged 15 to 44 years.
This alone contributes to more depression, anxiety and
other mental health issues in this cohort. I do not even
have the statistics in front of me around the effects that
this has on children, but I know that the long-term
effects on children witnessing violence in the home
between their parents and also experiencing violence
themselves are quite astounding, along with just how
long that takes to get over.
In terms of future planning Labor has made some
announcements around family violence, but I want to
home in on the issue of prevention. We need to value
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those victims who are successful in society — those
who have gone on to live their lives and break the cycle
of family violence and not become perpetrators
themselves. When I say ‘successful’, that is what I
mean. If they have been victims of domestic violence or
witnesses to domestic violence in their own homes and
have been able to live a life where they go on to have a
family of their own and break that cycle and not
perpetrate violence — not instil that behaviour in yet
another generation — they are the sorts of people we
need to acknowledge and value and give recognition to.
Labor’s announcement to establish a royal commission
into family violence will help do that. It will help
acknowledge those who have gone through the trauma
of family violence, whether that be a one-off incident or
something that has happened for years, and then gone
on to break that cycle. That is extremely important.
In terms of the legislation before us today, we are
looking at building upon the Family Violence
Protection Act 2008, a groundbreaking act that
provided a comprehensive definition of family violence
and extended the definition of family member. It also
broadened the use of holding powers. There is a lot of
ground that has been made since 2008, but the changes
that are before us today really show that this is an
ongoing issue that needs tackling, and as legislators we
need to make sure that we stay on top of it.
On the practice of family violence safety notices, there
is scope under this bill to allow for a police officer to
make such a notice where they believe it is necessary to
ensure the safety and protection of a child or the
preservation of property until an application for a
protection order can be decided by a court. In many
cases for police on the scene in a domestic violence
situation, at the forefront of their mind is getting
protection for those whose lives are in danger and
getting them to a safe spot, or making sure that the
perpetrator is prevented from re-entering the premises
or taken into custody if the situation allows for it. We
have seen a massive increase in the number of cases of
family violence that have been reported, particularly
across the outer suburbs. I would like to say that, in
order to see a real decline in those figures, prevention is
the answer. We need to make sure that we fund our
community sector so that it can continue prevention
programs and help support victims of family violence.
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — I am also very
pleased to rise to speak on the Family Violence
Protection Amendment Bill 2014. First of all, I would
like to acknowledge that today is the International Day
of Rural Women, a day on which we should
acknowledge women in rural areas and the amazing
work they do, particularly in relation to the fact that
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they are often geographically isolated. I would like to
provide a brief run-down of what the International Day
of Rural Women actually means.
Collectively rural women are a force that can drive
global progress, and, Acting Speaker, as women both
you and I would agree with that. The international day
recognises the critical role and contribution of rural
women in enhancing agriculture and rural development,
improving food security and eradicating rural poverty.
Rural women are key agents for achieving the
transformational economic, environmental and social
changes required for sustainable development, but
limited access to credit, health care and education are
among the many challenges they face. Empowering
women, especially rural women, is key not only to the
wellbeing of individuals and families but also to the
rural communities they live in.
I spoke about the International Day of Rural Women
today because we know that in rural and regional areas
poverty is a significant drawback for many women. We
also know that poverty and lack of access to services is
part and parcel of the whole family violence situation
that we are seeing across regional areas. Women who
are isolated often do not have the support of family
members should they face a family violence situation,
and neither do their children have the support services
which they might need and which can be found in some
of our larger cities. It is a very concerning matter
because we know that family violence has become a
significant issue in these rural, regional and particularly
remote communities. Between 2012 and 2013 almost
50 per cent of Victorian murders were family-violence
related. Intimate partner violence perpetrated by men is
the leading contributor to death, disability and illness
for Victorian women aged 15 to 44 years. We are all
very familiar with these statistics because they have
been mentioned a few times. One woman gets killed
almost every week in Australia by a current or former
intimate partner.
I will talk briefly about an event which occurred here in
Melbourne but which is related significantly to Bendigo
in my electorate. A young woman who was bashed by
her partner is currently recovering in the Caulfield
Hospital as we speak. She met a man online and she
was living with him. Her children live in Bendigo. The
incident is a bit too close to home because I actually
know some of the family members, and it was quite
disturbing to hear that initially they thought she may
not recover from her injuries. She is recovering.
However, she has significant memory loss and some
brain damage as a consequence of the assault
perpetrated on her, and members may have read of her
situation in the papers recently. This event has affected
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many people, not just her immediate family but also
extended family members, her children’s friends,
parents of her children’s friends and people who know
the family. In fact some of her friends in Bendigo are
conducting a fundraiser to raise money for her and her
children, which is a great thing to do. But why is it
necessary for it to come to this — for women to end up
in hospital and for their children to suffer, with it being
left to friends and family members to raise money for
the ongoing care of the children? It is unacceptable.
Just last week, over three days from 7 to 9 October,
Women’s Health Loddon Mallee ran a Violence
Prevention — It’s Everybody’s Business conference in
Bendigo. It was extremely well attended. Its aim was
for it to be a catalyst for action to eliminate violence
against women and raise awareness of violence
prevention approaches. It presented personal stories that
illustrated the impact of violence on women’s lives, and
the speakers explored the character of violence against
women in our communities and primary prevention
approaches. Some of the keynote speakers were the
Chief Commissioner of Police, Ken Lay; Phil Cleary;
Dr Gael Jennings, with whom we are all familiar; Paul
Linossier, CEO, Foundation to Prevent Violence
against Women and their Children; Mallika Dutt,
founder, Breakthrough. Other speakers and panellists
included Margaret Augerinos of the Centre for
Non-Violence, Fiona McCormack, CEO of Domestic
Violence Victoria, and Rose Batty.
The conference was extremely well attended. I was
fortunate to be at the opening and the dinner, which was
also extremely well attended. The violence prevention
conference is an indication of how seriously we are
taking this matter now and how serious it has become.
It was heartening to see the Minister for Agriculture
and Food Security at the dinner. He mentioned in his
speech that there had been bipartisan support for the
prevention of family violence and that in order to raise
awareness we need to continue the conversations. The
conference was intended to reach a broad and very
diverse group of people from both regional and
metropolitan centres. It was also meant to be a catalyst
in eliminating violence against women and raising
awareness of violence prevention approaches.
What came out of the conference is that preventing
violence against women — or family violence, which is
the way we are referring to it — is the responsibility of
the whole community. It requires a shared
understanding of effective ways of influencing change.
We need to understand the nature of violence against
women. We need to understand why preventing
violence against women is everybody’s business. We
also need to have a broader understanding of what is
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primary prevention and what approaches and strategies
have an impact, as well as the role of men in preventing
violence. What could workplaces and other settings
such as sports organisations, arts, church, local
government and schools do to build
violence-preventing cultures, norms and systems? What
is the role of the media and the use of social media?
How can gender equity be addressed in a number of
different settings?
When we hear personal stories, such as that of Rose
Batty, it helps to remind us all of the impact of violence
and what people who are affected by violence are doing
to prevent violence to others. That is why the
conference was called Violence Prevention — It’s
Everybody’s Business.
I am extremely pleased and proud that on 17 May
Labor announced that it would establish Australia’s
first royal commission into family violence. That has
been exceptionally well received in my electorate.
People are very keen to see progress around family
violence, particularly with the statistics in the Bendigo
region where the family violence crime statistics are
skyrocketing. That may be about increased reporting,
but it is also about the impact of additional crime. I
know quite a few people who work in the service
sector, particularly around child protection, and I also
know of the enormous pressure those service providers
are under, particularly in relation to the increasing
number of reports of family violence, which then trickle
down to the increased number of reports around child
abuse and the impact that is having on the workers in
those industries, especially with the lack of resources
they are currently experiencing.
Labor has appointed a shadow minister for the
prevention of family violence. We have also announced
that this portfolio will transfer to government should we
be elected in November, and a family violence unit will
operate out of the Department of Premier and Cabinet.
This is taking family violence to the highest level. This
is taking family violence to the centre of government,
where it will be addressed at every single point.
To date our further announcements have included a trial
of duress alarms and CCTV for victims of active
intervention orders, safety audits of magistrates courts
that deal with family violence matters, and of course
reinstating the Coroners Court family violence death
review. Family violence is something that we will be
talking about for a very long time.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — I am
pleased this afternoon to speak on the Family Violence
Protection Amendment Bill 2014. I note that many of
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us are again speaking on this bill because it has been
returned from the Legislative Council with a series of
amendments. These amendments were the result of
many issues that were highlighted by the Labor
opposition when the bill was previously before the
Legislative Assembly. I suppose I should take some
heart from the fact that the government has finally
listened on this matter and that these amendments are
now before us. As is often the case, it takes some time
to rattle government members into action as they
arrogantly pursue their own agenda.
I hope government members have learnt something
from this because it is very important that this issue is
not subject to some pie-in-the-sky ideas about how it
should be dealt with. That should be a matter of
intensive and extensive consultation with stakeholders,
community service organisations and indeed with some
of the people who themselves have had the experience
of family violence. These are 11-hour amendments
before us, and I have to say that whilst we are glad to
see them here they are probably not as perfect or
extensive as we would like. We nevertheless will not be
opposing them, and as I said, we surely hope
government members have learnt from this mistake and
that it opens their ears to what is happening out there in
the community.
As we know, this issue of family violence is of
immense proportions. It is impacting on the daily lives
of thousands of people in our community. I will refer to
the Victoria without Poverty report, which I believe was
sent to all of us in this house by the Victorian Council
of Social Service, because this is its state election
platform for 2014. I will read an excerpt from this
report because it contextualises how harrowing this
issue of family violence is and why we as a Parliament
have to do something very concrete and very extensive
about it. It is a statement from a family violence
survivor, who said:
My ex-partner harassed and stalked me for the last four years.
He has breached intervention orders constantly. He has
contacted colleagues and friends … spread rumours … and
has made public calls and ‘pages’ on Facebook for people to
come and take our child from me so I ‘get what I deserve’. In
between these incidents of abuse he has proposed marriage to
me, begged me to go back to him and sent me gifts. He has
previously broken into my home … I report everything to the
police.

I am glad she does, but it just shows you in that one
statement — and I imagine there are many others like it
from women who have had the sometimes menacing
experience of family violence — how one minute
women are being told they are loved and on the other
hand are being told they are the scum of the earth and
are going to have their child removed from them. This
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is an awful problem that confronts us as a Parliament
and as a society. There are no easy solutions to this
problem, but it does require us to take action. I will read
the key statistics — not just the voice of a survivor but
the statistics. They say a lot, because they are alarming.
The report says:
Violence against women by their partners is the biggest
contributor to ill health, disability and death in Victorian
women aged 15–44.
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legislative changes to empower police members to
issue family violence safety notices to protect victims
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. That is the specialists in
the field saying this should not happen, and I am
pleased to see the government responding to the issue.
The opposition agrees that the time has come to remove
the safety net for perpetrators and recognise the positive
work our police members and other support agencies
are doing to protect women and children. Therefore we
support this proposed section of the bill.

…
In 2009 it was estimated that violence against women and
their children cost the Victorian economy $3.4 billion.

I must say I have noticed recently that some companies
and some councils are allowing family violence victims
and survivors to take a certain amount of leave so that
they can use the time and resources to attend to the
matters that are often caused through family violence.
They have the time off to go to health appointments, go
to court or have time out with their children. In a
forward-looking society, this is something we should
encourage where sectors can afford to provide it. I do
not know how you get up and go to work the next day
if this is your experience at night. I know people who
have not wanted to leave their own home because they
do not want to leave their children behind. They do not
want to leave their pets behind. We have to look at
those issues too. We have to look at how women can
easily leave their home if it is necessary, but at least
some councils and some companies are making it that
little bit easier for people on their payroll to access
services and support by providing them with timely and
appropriate leave.
The report continues:
Over the last 10 years, the number of family violence
intervention orders finalised has more than doubled.

That is a reflection not only of the increasing number of
reported incidents — and as I have already said, it takes
courage to do that — but I am sure it also has
something to do with the change of culture that was led
initially by the former Chief Commissioner of Police,
Christine Nixon, and has been taken up by the current
chief commissioner. They have moved away from
seeing issues of family violence as ‘just domestics’ to
issues that require specialist and highly responsive
police attention.
It is appropriate that laws continue to be monitored,
assessed and updated to reflect community attitudes and
the attitudes which people have brought to our attention
and to which they want to see us respond. These
matters have been raised not just by the police, and I
note that the Police Association Victoria has called for

I conclude by saying that I was very proud at our state
Labor conference to see the Leader of the Opposition
stand up and announce that should we have the honour
of being elected to government by the Victorian public
at the end of this month we will establish the first ever
royal commission into family violence. This
announcement has received broad endorsement across
the sector and from community members. I know
Labor Party members, particularly older females, were
that day crying when the leader made that
announcement. That was their reaction because they
had worked with many people affected by family
violence, and some of them had had that experience
themselves, and they were just so proud that the Leader
of the Opposition had decided that a royal commission
was the way to go about addressing what I have already
said is a very complex issue.
I do not think we have the solution. I do not think it is
here in this bill. We need to look more broadly and
consult more widely, and we need to hear the voices of
those survivors telling us what they think should
happen and what they need. I am pleased to see that the
Victorian Council of Social Service is also bringing to
the attention of the government and the opposition that
the Coroners Court’s Victorian systemic review of
family violence deaths plays a critical role in our
understanding and addressing factors leading to family
violence. Labor has said it will support the
reinstatement of that family violence death review.
Statistics do not tell the whole story, but they certainly
help. I believe in the value of research in informing us
as decision-makers and community leaders. If we do
not have the statistics and the information, I am sure our
decision-making is the poorer for it.
As I come to the end of my contribution to the debate I
am glad to see that the government has finally opened
its ears and listened to what some other people have
had to tell it. I wish the bill a speedy passage through
the house. I thank all those family violence survivors
and family violence community support services for
voicing their opinions.
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Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — Far more
Victorians are living in fear of family violence than
organised crime or bikies. I make the comparison to
highlight the severity of the problem. Intimate partner
violence is the principal contributor to preventable
death, illness and disability in Victorian women aged
15 to 44 according to the VicHealth research. This
really needs to be considered, weighed, measured and
understood. This is an extraordinary insight into the
impact that violence has on women in their prime. It
underscores the reality that we as a community have to
address at all levels.
While there might be occasional violence against men,
we have to put it in perspective, and that is that the
absolute overwhelming violence is by men against
women. The ripple effect is that it contributes to
depression, anxiety and other mental health issues in
this really significant group of Victorians who are in the
prime of their lives. It is more important than any other
risk factor, and it is the leading cause of women and
children entering the homeless services system. This is
another point that needs to be not just glossed over but
really considered. This is the falling down effect as
families disintegrate under the impact of violence. The
impact that this violence has on children is incalculable.
Intuitively we understand that it can make a huge
emotional impression and that it can blight lives. The
financial cost to the Victorian community is estimated
at about $3.4 billion annually.
Labor does not oppose this bill. It has proposed a series
of amendments in order to deliver a bipartisan result.
This is where the Parliament itself can rise to the
occasion and address critical issues that for too long
have remained silent or have been covered up. I want to
reference the inquiry that the Family and Community
Development Committee conducted into child sexual
abuse in this 57th Parliament and the way it was able to
deliver its bipartisan report, Betrayal of Trust. While a
lot of those recommendations have now been
transferred into law, an opportunity has been missed to
adopt all of them before the end of this Parliament, as
should have been the case.
In regard to the bill now before the house there is
bipartisanship to amend the Family Violence Protection
Act 2008 to enable family violence safety notices to be
issued outside of court hours. That is a practical
measure to provide a circuit-breaker. The second
component is to enable certain interim family violence
intervention orders to become final orders without a
further court hearing. Again that is a mechanism to
speed up the process. The third proposition is to allow
for the publication of reports about family violence
charges and convictions without obtaining an order.
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These changes will not be opposed, because they
enhance the system we have, but it is really important
to put on the record that a Victorian Labor government
will take this further and establish Australia’s first royal
commission into family violence. This announcement
has been widely applauded throughout the community.
It is important because it raises the issue in the public
mind, in the minds of decision-makers and in the minds
of the media, and it will focus like a lightning rod the
community’s understanding of what other issues are at
play here.
This is important for a range of reasons. Family
violence can affect anyone. It is not bound by gender,
age, socio-economic background, health status,
location, culture, sexual identity, ethnicity or religion.
While family violence can be perpetrated by any
member of a family against another, as I said, it is more
likely to be perpetrated by men against women and
children. Victoria Police statistics show that reporting
of family violence-related offences continues to rise.
This is an important understanding as well: that people,
particularly women, are now feeling they have greater
permission to speak out about what has happened to
them. This issue also came to the fore in the child
sexual abuse inquiry, which heard it took, on average,
23 years for children to be able to act on or speak out
about what happened to them. Because of a whole
range of complicated issues within a relationship or
within a family, women may feel unable to speak out.
What the royal commission would do, should Labor be
given the privilege of governing in Victoria and
establishing it, would be to provide a forensic analysis
of the social, cultural, financial and a whole range of
other issues that come together around the proposition
of family violence, including power structures between
genders and a whole lot of different historical, cultural
and systemic issues that need to be addressed. Labor
has made the commitment and appointed a shadow
minister for the prevention of family violence. It has
announced that it will transfer this portfolio to
government, if elected, and the family violence unit will
operate out of the Department of Premier and Cabinet.
This highlights the issue, and placing the family
violence unit in the office of the Premier of the day
demonstrates that in the hierarchy of priorities it is
highly rated.
As I said, the royal commission will be the mechanism
to forensically investigate and flesh out these issues and
give them a much broader perspective. This is
important because the royal commission will also act as
an educator to a lot of people. When people’s voices are
silenced on issues, the issues can fester, and the
complications grow. The mechanism under the criminal
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justice system has evolved in a piecemeal way. We
need to get to the heart of this issue.
However, as I said, the criminal justice system has
evolved, and like other contributors I have to
acknowledge the former chief commissioner of
Victoria Police, Christine Nixon, for her work in this
area and for her successes since. The current Chief
Commissioner of Police, Ken Lay, has also taken this
issue up strongly. The Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, who is at the table, acknowledges
that proposition. It also goes to leadership, because for a
long period of time police have found this a difficult
issue to wrestle with. I note the Police Association has
taken a lead, as the shadow minister for police, the
member for Williamstown, acknowledges. We have
evolved. Across the chamber there is the goodwill to
resolve the legislation and the amendments that have
been brought before the house.
As we come to the close of the 57th Parliament this is
an issue of great significance to the community. As part
of the evolution of legislation and our understanding of
the issues we support the bill, and if there is a chance to
take the matter further in government, Labor has put its
stake in the ground and said it will bring the utmost
resources and prioritise this issue because of its impact
on the entire community. With those comments I wish
the bill and the amendments a speedy passage.
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — I am pleased to make
some comments in relation to the Family Violence
Protection Amendment Bill 2014. I note that in
introducing this bill the government seeks to enable
family violence safety notices to be issued outside court
hours, to enable interim family violence intervention
orders to become final orders without a further court
hearing and to allow for the publication of reports about
family violence charges and convictions without
obtaining an order.
As has been noted, once the act is ultimately through
the Parliament its default commencement date will be
18 September 2015. The government outlines in the
explanatory memorandum that this is to ensure that
justice agencies have sufficient time to complete all the
implementation activities. The opposition will watch
closely to see whether there is any capacity for delays
in relation to these matters. There is some concern that
it will take another 12 months before these changes
come into effect, and we ask the government to give
further consideration to these matters being enacted
sooner if it is the will of the Parliament, as I suspect it
will be, given that there is no opposition from the Labor
Party in relation to the changes to the bill being
proposed by the government.

3635

The changes in the bill in regard to the issuing of family
violence safety notices come from extensive
consultation that has taken place over several years.
The Victorian Law Reform Commission (VLRC) was
asked to review practices in relation to family violence
laws, and it also made an assessment of after-hours
protection for victims. While the VLRC did not
recommend police-made orders, it stated that if the
Magistrates Court was unable to provide quick and
efficient access to after-hours intervention orders, the
government should consider giving police officers the
power to make short-term orders. It followed that
Victoria became the first state in Australia to have
family violence safety notices. Police issuing family
violence safety notices commenced as a trial in
December 2008.
While an application for an order can be decided by the
court, in practice family violence safety notices are
issued in a situation where a police officer believes that
in order to ensure the safety of the protected child or to
preserve property they have a capacity to act
immediately. When police issue such notices they
attach certain conditions. They make their own
assessment. Those conditions might include the
exclusion of someone from his or her home. The
evaluation of that trial of family violence safety notices
showed that they were effective tools for police in
responding to after-hours family violence incidents and
led to increased safety for victims. That is critically
important.
That evaluation has shown that the ongoing work and
the trial and assessment have been of benefit to
front-line police, who are often called upon to deal with
these matters in the heat of the moment. The tools assist
police to act on their instincts and experience based on
the facts as known at the time, and that keeps
Victorians safe. That is what the history and the data
have revealed. In fact in the 15-month period police
issued 3909 family violence safety notices, and in
84 per cent of those cases the alleged perpetrators were
removed from the home. That is a pretty effective rate
that affirms and endorses the calls that front-line police
are making in these cases. Their experience and
judgement were borne out in that 15-month trial when
you look at the number of notices that were upheld. In
around 84 per cent of cases perpetrators were removed
from the home. That indicates that by and large
Victoria Police is getting it absolutely right and making
the right calls.
We are able to reflect what is happening on the ground
in trials and use it to inform legislative practices and the
changes that we make. Following the evaluation in
2010, family violence safety notices have remained a
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permanent fixture and a tool for police to respond to
family violence incidents.
The government argues that extending the time frame
for the first mention before the court following the
family violence safety notice to five working days,
which is up from 120 hours, will allow longer
protection for victims and more time for victims to take
advice before making decisions about how they seek to
deal with these matters when they attend court. The
opposition does not oppose this element of the bill but
suggests that perhaps the government’s motivation
relates more to getting on top of court delays than to a
desire to provide greater time and capacity for victims.
We have seen some of the ways in which magistrates
and others have had to deal with these cases. Even in
my electorate of Ivanhoe perpetrators have been
released back into the community early. That has
happened in a number of Department of Human
Services-related cases, where instead of being
remanded in custody or made to see out their sentences,
people have been released early by magistrates who
feel that there is no room for them in the prison system.
This leads to an increase in crime rates, the effects of
which can be seen in my electorate. That goes back to
some of the court delay issues that are probably
motivating the government in relation to these matters.
Labor believes that a sensitive and effective response
by police and the courts can be the difference between a
family violence victim who endures years of harm and
intimidation and a victim who is able to recover from
the crime and live a safe and fulfilling life.
In 2013 family violence stakeholders made a detailed
submission to the Department of Justice on the proposal
to streamline the family violence intervention order
system. Their submission strongly opposed finalisation
orders. Those groups included the Federation of
Community Legal Centres Victoria, the Domestic
Violence Resource Centre Victoria, the Women’s Legal
Service Victoria, Domestic Violence Victoria, No To
Violence, Women with Disabilities Victoria, the
Aboriginal Family Violence Prevention and Legal
Service, the InTouch Multicultural Centre Against
Family Violence and the Council to Homeless Persons.
It is apparent that the government attempted to address
some of their issues and concerns in the drafting of this
bill, and we welcome that, but Labor certainly
understands that preventing and responding to family
violence requires the government to form meaningful
partnerships with the community sector rather than just
responding to its calls when it sees last-minute drafts of
legislation.
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If you have a meaningful and ongoing relationship with
stakeholders who deal with these matters in the
community on a regular basis, then the legislation you
develop in partnership with those organisations is more
likely to reflect community attitudes and values. It is
more effective than asking them to respond to what the
government puts forward as draft legislation. The
Parliament and the people of Victoria are better served
if the legislation that comes before the house is
developed in consultation with community
organisations that deal with these challenging issues at
the coalface. These organisations want to have a
significant role in helping to develop tools that can
better assist them to do their job, rather than having to
respond to those matters after legislation is drafted
because they have not been partners in this work from
day one, as they would expect to be.
In relation to family violence, on 17 May the Labor
Party announced that a Labor government would
establish Australia’s first royal commission into family
violence. That announcement received broad
endorsement across the community service sector and
from the community. Labor has also appointed a
shadow minister for the prevention of family violence
and announced that this portfolio will transfer to
government if Labor is elected. It is proposed that a
family violence unit will operate out of the Department
of Premier and Cabinet. This is a very strong indication
of Labor’s determination to put these matters at the
heart of government decision-making and priorities.
The Leader of the Opposition has made it very clear
that these are his views and the views of the Labor
Party, and they go very much to Labor’s core values of
protecting and advancing the interests of vulnerable
people in our community. That is absolutely important.
I know in my electorate there are a lot of pressures on
people. There is no excuse for family violence, but
people need the assistance of government, the
assistance of their communities and the assistance of
everyone to stamp out these evil practices.
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) — It is with
pleasure that I rise to speak on the Family Violence
Protection Amendment Bill 2014. I will make some
broad comments, as other members have throughout
the course of this debate. I was out at Moorabbin police
station on Monday talking to local police about the
sorts of challenges that they face in the local
communities in the south-east. It was pretty clear from
those conversations that the issue of family violence or
violence in the home is a real concern for the police,
and is right up there in terms of their priorities. That
replicates conversations I have had with police as I
have gone about my role as the shadow Minister for
Police and Emergency Services since December last
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year. I see the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services at the table, and I am sure that as he gets about
in terms of his own responsibilities, talking and
listening to police and communities, he would have the
same experience. This is a substantial issue right across
the community.
If you go back even to 2010 you see that in the area of
crime and violence there was always some discussion
about the issue of family violence, but it simply did not
have the status or priority that it does now. We must
give credit in no small part to people such as Ken Lay,
the Chief Commissioner of Police, who has been
absolutely exemplary in this space, and Rosie Batty,
who, given the tragic circumstances that have beset her
family and her personally, has shown the courage to
stand up and try to find some good out of the absolutely
tragic situation she lives through every day. She is to be
commended, as are so many others, for giving this issue
the profile it has today. As the member for
Broadmeadows indicated, we should also acknowledge
people like Ron Iddles, the head of the Victoria Police
Association, for coming out and stating clearly that
from the point of view of the association — of all
parties — this is the no. 1 community safety issue. Not
too many people now disagree with that situation.
The facts are absolutely clear, and the statistics speak
plainly about the challenges of this problem.
Three-quarters of all assaults against women happen in
the home, and half of all Australian women will
experience physical or sexual violence in their lifetime.
When it is said like that, it is remarkable to think about
how prevalent this problem is in our society and the
collective responsibility we all have — whether we be
citizens, members of Parliament or leaders in our
community — to take a stand at every opportunity to
try to reverse these sorts of statistics that continually
come our way. It is not just the violence but also the
devastating and sometimes hard-to-measure impacts of
family violence that must be included here, such as
mental health, depression and anxiety, which would
naturally occur along with family violence.
We understand this problem has an absolutely
devastating impact in relation to its cost to the
community. It is estimated that the cost of family
violence is in the vicinity of $3.4 billion annually.
Family violence can affect pretty much anyone in the
community, regardless of their age, their gender, where
they live, their socio-economic circumstances, their
culture, or even their sexual identity. This is a problem
that does not discriminate.
Victoria Police statistics show that family
violence-related offences continue to rise. During
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2013–14, 65 393 family violence incidents were
reported to Victoria Police, which was an 8 per cent
increase on the year before. You can look at that
statistic in two ways. You can argue that it suggests that
people are more confident to come forward and report.
That is the positive way of looking at that statistic.
However, increasingly we need to question whether or
not increases in that statistic should be exclusively
viewed that way. Clearly there are some serious and
ongoing problems. I listened with interest to the Chief
Commissioner of Police when he was asked whether he
believed that figure might plateau out in the next couple
of years. He indicated that he was not convinced that
that would happen. That suggests the Parliament has an
ongoing role, with whatever the legislation might be, to
continue to maintain a focus on this issue until the
statistics start to come down significantly.
This bill is part of that process. We understand the bill
proposes to amend the Family Violence Protection Act
2008, which was introduced under the previous Labor
government. It will do fundamentally three things.
Firstly, it will enable family violence safety notices to
be issued outside of court hours. Secondly, it will
enable certain interim family violence intervention
orders to become final orders without a further court
hearing. Thirdly, it will allow for the publication of
reports about family violence charges and convictions
without obtaining an order. In terms of understanding
the detail of the bill, the default commencement date of
the act is 18 September 2015. According to the
explanatory memorandum, this is to ensure that justice
agencies have sufficient time to complete all the
implementation activities.
I talked about the 2008 act. It is a sign of the collective
responsibility of all of us in this place to act wherever
we can by way of equipping the courts and police with
the tools they need to assist in relation to the issue of
family violence. The 2008 act is a targeted and
comprehensive family violence act. It was a
groundbreaking piece of legislation that was introduced
by Labor. There were many aspects to it. It provided a
comprehensive definition of family violence; it
extended the definition of a family member; it
broadened the use of holding powers provisions; it
introduced an enhanced system of family violence
intervention orders; it changed the way evidence was
given in courts; it gave police greater search and seizure
powers; it strengthened the provisions for the protection
of children, who are always caught up as the innocent
victims in these situations; and, importantly, it provided
a regime which provided protection outside of court
hours. This was with the creation of the family violence
safety notice, which could be issued by police for a
72-hour period and which gave police a tool to provide
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immediate protection when responding to an incident
outside of court hours. If you speak to police they will
tell you that the family violence safety notice is an
important tool in the provision of initial protection to
families.
In the brief period I have left I want to make a comment
in relation to how proud I am to be on the Labor side. In
May the Leader of the Opposition announced that, if
elected come November, Labor will move to establish
Australia’s first royal commission into family violence.
That will be a significant undertaking. No-one for a
moment believes that we will be able to police our way
out of family violence. We must come to terms with
what the root causes are and we must examine the
entire system in relation to this issue. That is what
Labor is committed to doing, and I think that over time
we will see a reduction in family violence incidents in
Victoria.
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) — I wish to make a
contribution to debate on the Family Violence
Protection Amendment Bill 2014. The bill proposes to
amend the Family Violence Protection Act 2008. It
does three things: it will enable family violence safety
notices to be issued outside of court hours; it will
enable certain interim family violence intervention
orders to become final orders without a further court
hearing; and it will allow for the publication of reports
about family violence charges and convictions without
obtaining an order.
In 2013 the family violence stakeholders, consisting of
the Federation of Community Legal Centres Victoria,
the Domestic Violence Resource Centre Victoria, the
Women’s Legal Service Victoria, Domestic Violence
Victoria, No To Violence, Women with Disabilities
Victoria, Aboriginal Family Violence Prevention and
Legal Service, In Touch Multicultural Centre Against
Family Violence and the Council to Homeless Persons,
made a detailed submission to the Department of
Justice regarding the proposal to streamline the family
violence intervention order system.
The submission strongly opposed finalisation orders. It
is apparent that the government has adopted some of
those measures in drafting this bill. However,
significant concerns remain, particularly about whether
opportunities for risk assessment of women and
children will be missed and whether there will be
reduced perpetrator accountability if perpetrators are
not forced to front court when a final order is made.
Often, interaction with the justice system motivates
perpetrators to get help and deal with their offending
behaviour.
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This government has failed to consult adequately with
the sector and the experts and therefore has had to go
back to the drawing board and draft amendments to the
legislation. The result was 11th hour amendments being
introduced in the Legislative Council in the last sitting
week. Despite convenient excuses from the government
this morning about the opposition’s so-called failure to
brief the government on a very simple bill, the
government itself failed to brief the opposition on these
amendments. However, since the amendments improve
the situation the opposition will not oppose them. Labor
understands that responding to and preventing family
violence requires the government to form meaningful
partnerships with the community sector, not shut it out
thinking it knows better.
The facts are shocking. Three-quarters of all assaults
against women happen in the home and half of all
Australian women will experience physical or sexual
violence in their lifetime. Research shows the profound
and long-term toll this takes on women’s health, on
families, on communities and on society in general.
Children are the innocent bystanders, and they are
badly affected, sometimes physically and definitely
psychologically. Those children also grow up believing
that this type of violence is acceptable.
Domestic violence takes many forms. It involves
violent, abusive or intimidating behaviour carried out
by a partner, carer or family member to control or
dominate. It does not have to be physical abuse; it can
be emotional, psychological, financial, sexual or other
types of abuse. It can affect anyone in the community,
regardless of their gender, sexual identity, race, age,
culture, ethnicity, religion, disability, economic status
or location.
Unfortunately I have to say that domestic violence is a
grave concern in my electorate of Cranbourne. Our
local community legal centre staff attend the local
Magistrates Court three times a week now instead of
once a week to assist residents who are victims of
domestic violence and who are required to formally
lodge with the courts the relevant intervention orders
for their safety and that of their families. On the Sunday
before Christmas 2013 our local police station had five
cars and an outside sixth car all attending domestic
violence situations at the one time, leaving no car
available for other urgent duties. We see the principals
of our schools having to manage intervention orders for
their students. That is right — principals and teachers in
our schools are making sure that parents against whom
intervention orders have been served do not come near
their children while they are at school.
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Locally we are seeing young mothers with children
seeking state government assistance in obtaining Office
of Housing accommodation because they have had the
guts to take their children and leave their violent
domestic situation. Many have no family contacts or
friends because they have stopped contact with them as
a result of their violent relationships. What happens to
them? Because the long waiting list for Office of
Housing accommodation, especially in my region, has
skyrocketed over the last three years. they have
nowhere to go. Surely the government can see this
unfortunate community safety pattern.
Domestic violence is a crime and it ought to be treated
as such. The Labor government took domestic violence
seriously and supported our community services sector.
It also introduced a whole range of law reform
initiatives. Labor introduced the Family Violence
Protection Act 2008, which was a groundbreaking
piece of legislation. Victoria Police statistics reporting
family violence-related offences continue to grow, with
65 393 incidents in the last year, which is 8 per cent
more than the previous year. There should be a
bipartisan approach to addressing family violence
issues. The reasons for family violence are many and
complex. It is important to carry out a broad-based
investigation in family violence situations. I therefore
congratulate the Leader of the Opposition and the team
for announcing that in government Labor will appoint a
royal commission to investigate family violence. This
announcement has received a broad endorsement across
the service sector and the community. Labor has also
appointed a shadow minister for the prevention of
family violence and announced that the portfolio will
transfer to government if it is elected. The family
violence unit will operate out of the Department of
Premier and Cabinet. The Leader of the Opposition,
should he become Premier, is going to take family
violence very seriously. I congratulate him on that.
I hope all governments in the future continue these
steps of addressing the issue of family violence. It will
be a continual issue. It is not easy to deal with it, and it
needs to be addressed from multiple angles, including
education, policing and others.
Labor has also given a commitment that there will be
further announcements prior to the election. The
announcements to date have included a trial of duress
alarms and CCTV for victims with active intervention
orders, a safety audit of Magistrates courts that deal
with family violence matters and the reinstatement of
the Coroners Court family violence deaths review. I am
sure that this house takes this matter seriously, as will
future governments. I commend the bill to the house.
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Mr Nardella — Acting Speaker, I direct your
attention to the state of the house.
Quorum formed.
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — I am very
pleased to make a contribution to the debate on the
Family Violence Protection Amendment Bill 2014,
which is an important bill that amends the Family
Violence Protection Act 2008. It follows extensive
consultation over many years and puts before the house
a range of amendments for consideration. It enables
family violence safety notices to be issued outside court
hours, enables certain interim family violence
intervention orders to become final orders without a
further court hearing and allows for the publication of
reports about family violence charges and convictions
without obtaining an order.
We know and understand the effects of family violence
on families and communities. It is the subject of much
public debate, but if you look at the statistics and
understand what it means for women in particular, you
see that it is quite shocking. Three-quarters of all
assaults against women happen in the home, and half of
all Australian women will experience physical or sexual
violence in their lifetime. There are profound and
long-term effects on women’s health, on families, on
communities and on society in general.
I must confess that when I think about this topic I am
always drawn to my family’s experience of family
violence. When we immigrated to Australia we found
ourselves in Sydney. My mum then fled a domestic
violence situation, and as a family we ended up at a
refuge in Frankston, which was one of the first refuges
in Melbourne. They were pretty tough times for us,
particularly for my mother.
I will never forget her saying to me when we were at
the refuge that she had to go and get a job, because in
those days there were far fewer supports for women
who found themselves in that situation. She said she
had to get a job, but I, being eight years old at the time,
did not want her to leave the refuge. For me that was
the home we had. Admittedly it had been home for only
48 hours at that stage, but I did not want her to leave. I
felt very uncomfortable in that situation. She opened
her purse and said, ‘You have to understand, Fiona, that
I have only $2 in my purse and need to buy food and
clothing and get you into a school’. I went to Frankston
Primary School for a short period of time as a
consequence of where we found ourselves. I will never
forget that I immediately went from ‘Please, Mum,
don’t leave this place of refuge’ to ‘Mum, get out there
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and get a job’, because obviously I was pretty keen to
see our lives get back to normal as quickly as possible.
I am acutely aware and conscious of the effects family
violence has on women in particular, having seen my
mother go through that situation, as well as on children,
given the experience we three children had. Various
situations arise, including around school pick-ups, with
fears about children being taken at the end of a school
day because the husband is unhappy about the situation
he finds himself in. There are all sorts of measures
taken by families to deal with this most extraordinary
set of circumstances. I can say quite frankly that it has a
devastating impact on women’s health in particular. I
saw that with my mother. On top of all the normal
stresses and strains of life you have the extraordinarily
terrible circumstance of the breakdown of the family
unit.
I am very much drawn to this space, and I am acutely
aware that the way the community talks about this issue
has radically transformed, particularly in the last few
years, but we clearly have a long way to go. That is
why it meant a tremendous amount to me when the
Leader of the Opposition announced on 17 May that a
Labor government will establish Australia’s first royal
commission into family violence. It particularly meant
a tremendous amount to my mother, who talked at
length to me about it when I got home that night. The
time has well and truly come, and the opposition leader
has understood that, responded to it and is to be
commended for taking that step.
That announcement builds on a good Labor legacy in
this space. Movement in this area has been slow;
nonetheless, Labor has been critical in pushing the
debate forward and making sure that agencies,
communities, government departments, ministers and
all of us recognise that we have a part to play in this
important space, given the number of people it has an
impact on. If my family and others can stand as
examples of how this can impact on anybody at any
time, then it is an important lesson for me and for others
in the community.
We must understand that speaking about these things is
always very difficult. I remember speaking at a
community event, and I found it a difficult audience to
tackle this subject matter with because, back then, it
was not something we talked about as openly as we do
now. Shining a light on these things is critically
important. Obviously these kinds of legislative reforms
are also important, but I emphasise and stress that we
have a long way to go.
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It is also important that women like my mother, who
went through the experience she went through, have a
wealth of understanding about this issue. One lesson
she has demonstrated to me is that part of the way of
dealing with this particular circumstance is to pretend it
is not happening — to bury it, to not acknowledge it
and to imagine that somehow it will go away. It is part
of the human coping mechanism.
When you talk to women who have gone through this
experience, you will often find — particularly with the
ones to whom it happened a long time ago — they try
to dismiss it. It gets to a certain point, and I remember
this with my mother. One day she said to me, ‘Oh no,
we did not end up in a women’s refuge. That did not
happen to our family’. I said, ‘Hang on, I think I have a
photo’, and I dug up the photo of the three of us kids.
We were celebrating my mother’s birthday and we
were there at the refuge. There was the photo of the
three of us, and I said, ‘There, Mum, that was us, and it
is not something to be ashamed of. It is something that
happened, and it is part of our history’. She said, ‘Yes,
that is right. It did happen. You are right. I remember
now’. These conversations are always hard to have, but
we have to remember that part of the human coping
mechanism is about trying to separate out a normal
living environment — which my mother is obviously
experiencing now — from what is a pretty traumatic
time and experience in people’s lives.
These are very difficult issues. I commend all those
who are committed to working in this space. It is a very
difficult space, and not one I think I could deal with in
the way that some people do and are committed to. I
commend the former minister, who is currently in the
house, the member for Bellarine, who was acutely
aware of the challenges in this space when we were in
government. She was acutely aware of the way you
need to communicate with women who have gone
through this experience. She was very keen, when she
was the minister, to see significant reform in this space.
I think she laid a fantastic foundation for future
governments, and hopefully for a Labor government in
December of this year — fingers crossed! — to see
more reform happen with respect to managing family
violence and ensuring that all women get the support
they need and that families and communities can
address this particular concern because, as I say, it is a
concern that affects so many people.
It affected my family at a profound level. I am pleased
to say, though, that I would perhaps still be living in
Sydney if it had not happened, so some good things
come out of family breakdown, when you find yourself
living in Melbourne as opposed to living in Sydney!
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We came from Tanzania, from extraordinary
circumstances there too, but we ended up in Sydney,
because Melbourne was considered too cold. I am very
pleased that my mother chose Melbourne as the place
in which to deal with the situation we found ourselves
in. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr EREN (Lara) — I too wish to make a
contribution to the debate on the Family Violence
Protection Amendment Bill 2014. The facts on family
violence are absolutely appalling, and I think we should
all acknowledge that it is certainly not acceptable
behaviour — no form of violence is, but particularly
not family violence.
It is really sad, and it is a reflection on society and the
way that society is headed when you see the incidence
of family violence go up. Clearly there is a role for
governments to play in relation to fixing what is
obviously a really big problem in the wider community.
Three-quarters of all acts of violence perpetrated on
women are committed in the home. Research shows
that family violence takes a profound and long-term toll
on women’s health, on families and on communities.
As speakers before me have stated, this bill aims to
amend the Family Violence Protection Act 2008. It will
enable family violence safety notices to be issued
outside of court hours, it will allow the publication of
reports about family violence charges and convictions
without obtaining an order, and it will enable certain
interim family violence intervention orders to become
final orders without a further court hearing.
Family violence is a national emergency. VicHealth
data shows that intimate partner violence is the most
common cause of death and disability for Victorian
women between 15 and 44 years of age. Over half of all
women — 57 per cent of women — will experience
physical or sexual violence in their lifetime.
It is beyond alarming that in Victoria women and
children are dying as a result of family violence. One
woman dies every week at the hands of her current or
former partner, and one in four children witnesses
violence against a parent. That is why some tough
decisions need to be made, and that is why Labor,
which introduced the Family Violence Protection Act
in 2008, acted the way it did back then. We introduced
this legislation because we recognised the need to
provide a targeted and cohesive response to family
violence. It was this kind of trailblazing legislation that
made me proud to be a member of a Labor government.
That legislation provided a comprehensive definition of
family violence, extended the definition of a family
member, broadened the use of holding powers
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provisions, introduced an enhanced system of family
violence intervention orders and changed the way
evidence was given in court.
It gave police greater search and seizure powers and it
strengthened the provisions for the protection of
children. It also established the regime that provided
protection outside of court hours: this was the creation
of the family violence safety notice, issued by police for
a 72-hour period. This gave police a tool to provide
immediate protection when responding to an incident
outside of court hours. The new act followed several
years of consultation with the Victorian Law Reform
Commission, which recommended that the Magistrates
Court should implement a system to issue interim
intervention orders outside business hours and opposed
the then current system whereby police had to fill out a
complaint form and seek a warrant to arrest the alleged
perpetrator.
It was then that Victoria became the first Australian
state to have family violence safety notices. Family
violence safety notices are for situations where a police
officer feels that until an application for a protection
order can be decided by the court, a notice is necessary
to ensure safety and protect a child or protect the
property. Safeguards were also put in place to
accompany the use of this power for the police,
following some hesitation about the change. These
included the system only being available outside of
court sitting hours, a check on the attending officers’
actions by requiring the notice to be made via
application to a sergeant of police, and the notices
acting as a summons for the earliest return date of the
Magistrates Court, which was usually within 72 hours.
After a trial period, family violence protection orders
were shown to be an effective way for police to respond
to after-hours family violence incidents. They led to an
increase in the safety of victims, and importantly, they
held perpetrators accountable for their actions. In fact,
in the first 15 months 3909 such orders were issued. In
84 per cent of those cases the alleged perpetrators were
removed from the home.
Since then family violence protection orders have
remained a permanent tool for police when they
respond to family violence incidents. The Police
Association Victoria has now called for legislative
changes to empower police members to issue family
violence safety notices to protect victims 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. It is appropriate that laws continue
to be monitored, accessed and updated to reflect
community attitudes. There has been a substantial
change in community attitudes to family violence, and
this has been evolving over the past decade. The
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majority of the community now accepts that family
violence is totally unacceptable and abhorrent.
Victoria Police has also been successful in bringing
about significant cultural change within its own ranks.
Family violence is no longer just a domestic issue but is
being treated as the crime that it is. Police command
and the Police Association are acknowledging the
revolution within Victoria Police. They deem family
violence to be the no. 1 law and order issue facing
Victorians going forward. For these reasons the
opposition agrees that the time has come to remove the
safety net and allow police to issue family violence
safety notices 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We
recognise the positive work that our police members are
doing to protect women and children, and that is why
we support this proposed section of the bill.
We also do not oppose the proposed section of the bill
pertaining to the publication of family violence criminal
proceedings. Currently under the Family Violence
Protection Act there is a prohibition on reports about
family violence intervention orders or proceedings that
are likely to lead to the identification of the individuals
protected by an order or involved in the proceedings.
The bill proposes permitting an adult victim the ability
to publish content where there has been a charge, and
given that the publication can only occur with the
consent of the adult victim, we do not oppose this
measure. The government is arguing for an extension of
the time allowed for the first mention before the court
after the issuing of a family violence safety notice. It
argues that the time frame should be five working days,
up from the previous 120 hours. While the opposition
does not oppose this element of the bill, one wonders if
this element was added by the government solely
because it has been unable to manage the state’s court
system and get on top of increased court delays.
Labor believes that in order to help victims of crime
recover and to save them from even further harm and
intimidation, a sensitive and effective response by
police and the courts is paramount. As I stated earlier,
this bill introduces the ability of courts to attach a
finalisation order to an interim order. This means that if
the respondent does not challenge the order within
28 days of being served the interim order, it will
become a final order if the court, police and affected
family agree that it is appropriate. It is not intended to
apply to offenders where the court decides that the
interim order should be maintained, in cases where the
respondent is a child or where the order would be
inconsistent with a family law order.
Labor believes that finalisation orders would be a short
cut response. We believe the government’s
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amendments are about demand management, not about
enhancing the three-fold purpose of the Family
Violence Protection Act 2008. Family violence
stakeholders comprising the Federation of Community
Legal Centres, Domestic Violence Resource Centre,
Women’s Legal Service Victoria, Domestic Violence
Victoria, No to Violence, Women with Disability
Victoria, Aboriginal Family Violence Prevention and
Legal Service Victoria, the inTouch Multicultural
Centre Against Family Violence and the Council to
Homeless Persons made submissions to the Department
of Justice strongly opposing finalisation orders.
Labor has significant concerns in relation to the
amendments suggested by the government. We feel
there could be a missed opportunity for risk
assessments of women and children. We are also
concerned that there could be a reduction in perpetrator
accountability if perpetrators are not forced to front up
to court when a final order is made. It is often the
interaction with the justice system which can be the
motivation for a perpetrator to get the help they need in
dealing with the offending behaviour. We see that the
government is frantically backpedalling after problems
were pointed out. It is now trying to push through a
negotiated outcome at the last minute. The opposition
notes, however, that these amendments offer some
improvements and provide increased comfort to the
sector, and we are not opposing them. It is a very
important issue for many Victorians, and it is very
important to all members of this house, so we have to
get it right. Obviously I do not oppose the bill before
the house, and I wish it a speedy passage.
Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — This bill is a
step in the right direction, building as it does on good
legislation introduced by the Labor government. It
proposes amending the Family Violence Protection Act
2008 in the following ways. Firstly, the bill will enable
family violence safety issues to be dealt with outside of
court hours. That is a practical, direct measure, which is
a good and helpful thing. Secondly, it will enable
certain interim family violence intervention orders to
become final orders without a final court hearing. That
is another good and practical thing that I am sure is a
step in the right direction, allowing the judiciary and
families the benefits of an improved safety net. The bill
will allow for the publication of reports about family
violence charges and convictions without the need to
obtain an order, and as I understand it, the default
commencement date of the legislation is 18 September
2015.
In 2008 Labor introduced the Family Violence
Protection Act to provide a targeted and cohesive
response to family violence. It was groundbreaking
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legislation which provided a comprehensive definition
of family violence. It extended the definition of a
family member, broadened the use of holding power
provisions, introduced an enhanced system of family
violence intervention orders, changed the way evidence
was given in court, gave police greater search and
seizure powers, strengthened the provisions for the
protection of children, and also provided for a regime
which provided protection outside of court hours.
As the shadow parliamentary secretary to the Leader of
the Opposition and also the shadow parliamentary
secretary responsible for multicultural affairs I wish to
raise a few issues that relate to multicultural
communities. The first thing to say is that anecdotally
as I work with many communities in Victoria I find that
not everybody in every community is up to speed, so to
say, with legislation. They are not up to date with the
dos and do nots, and not everybody has caught up with
this important conversation, including those
discussions, debates, education programs and so much
else, all of which has happened over the last three or
four decades, particularly in Victoria.
I have a clear recollection that when I first arrived in the
1970s somebody reported a family violence matter to a
police station. I have anecdotal recollection of that.
Quite typically the response to the woman would have
been, ‘You must have done something wrong. Go
home and sort it out’. There were those kinds of
conversations. That situation has been overcome, and
Victoria Police in particular has come such a long way.
One can only put on the record an acknowledgement of
the extraordinary work the police force has done,
particularly in relation to its culture and what it does on
a day-to-day basis. I work with Victoria Police in
Sunshine and in the western suburbs, and I can only
praise and commend the work it does. I am very
confident of the leadership it provides in the
community, but those cultural changes have taken a
long time.
The point I want to make is that there are some
communities that coexist with all of us that have not
been a part of these conversations over the last three or
four decades. The members of those communities come
from countries, regimes or societies — I will not name
them because I do not wish to offend anyone — where
they still live as we used to live in the 50s, 60s and 70s.
We need to bring these communities up to speed. I
therefore commend some of the programs and
discussions that were mentioned today by members of
the government around a comprehensive plan of action
whereby some culturally appropriate programs will be
funded and some culturally appropriate training will be
provided.

3643

I wish to use one example and commend one
community for doing an enormous amount of work,
notwithstanding the fact that it is relatively new in
Victoria, and particularly over the last two decades, if
that can be said to be a relatively new community. I am
speaking about the Indian community, with which I do
a significant amount of work in the western suburbs in
particular. I have seen that community work in this
space in a number of multifaceted directions, but
ultimately the aim is the same — to deal with family
and domestic violence.
One group, for example, simply calls itself a group
against family and domestic violence. Another will talk
about family harmony discussions. I have seen both
being equally successful because ultimately what they
do is attract the very people they need to attract —
tragically, predominantly men — to the conversation, to
workshops, to forums and to a discussion which needs
to be had. I commend the efforts of those communities
that are doing that. They are another good example of
multicultural communities taking it upon themselves
and taking ownership of this issue.
We always talk in the multicultural space about how we
embrace diversity and inclusion, but importantly we
also embrace and celebrate citizenship. Citizenship has
two components to it. One is the rights we all should
have, and the other is the obligations. Citizenship is
about rights and obligations, and time and again, as I
am sure every member in this house would witness in
their daily lives, the actions of multicultural
communities are about precisely that. For example, a
group of people associated with me in the region I
represent organised a very significant petition around
this issue, specifically indicating that there are
multicultural communities that call for an end to family
and domestic violence.
Given the limited amount of time we have I also wish
to refer to a much broader context which is
fundamental. If we are to tackle this unfortunate issue
in the medium to long term, we need to think about
education and the lack of education some members of
the community have. We need to think about access to
education. We need to tackle issues of employment
because I believe a lack of employment has an impact
on quality of life and unfortunately in some cases may
well lead to family and domestic violence.
We need to talk about housing. I am reminded of an
unfortunate case I dealt with in my office, where I
learnt very quickly that the most vulnerable time for a
woman, in this case and in the majority of cases, is the
time when she is going to leave the home with her
children or going to tell the husband that she is leaving

FAMILY VIOLENCE PROTECTION AMENDMENT BILL 2014
3644

ASSEMBLY

or has packed her bags and left. This is a crucially
vulnerable time for a woman, and unfortunately, as I
understand it, this is when a lot of tragic things happen,
including death and very serious violence against
women. Unless we think about housing and how we are
to assist women who may well have to abandon their
partners, we are not helping the situation. We need to
recognise that there are mental health issues and drug
addiction issues. There is alcohol. We need a
comprehensive plan of action that helps to tackle all of
these things and, importantly, facilitates cultural
change.
Those of us who have been around this wonderful
world of ours for some time recognise that we have all
changed. Governments and institutions and the cultural
approach to this whole conversation have changed. It is
so good to see that the position is bipartisan. It can only
be bipartisan in that there is a very direct, very clear and
unequivocal message from the government and the
opposition in relation to family violence. I conclude by
saying that we can always do more, and more should be
done in relation to engaging men in particular, because
tragically men as a gender are a big part of the problem.
Consequently men should be engaged in this
challenging conversation.
Ms KANIS (Melbourne) — I rise to speak on the
Family Violence Protection Amendment Bill 2014,
which has come back to this house after some
amendments in the other place. I say from the outset
that we will not be opposing this bill.
Family violence is all too prevalent in our community,
and unfortunately it is something we as legislators have
not been able to deal with adequately or in a way that
has seen significant reduction in the incidence of family
violence in our community. There have been a number
of family violence incidents that have gained a lot of
press coverage over the last 12 months, and they have
been devastating for the individuals involved. On the
other hand they have led to greater discussion about
family violence, and if there can be one good thing that
comes out of those devastating incidents, it is the
increased capacity for us to speak about those matters
here and in the wider community.
I was visiting a mental health provider in my electorate
recently, and I was briefed on an incident that happened
in my community where a mother with a baby
experienced family violence issues and also mental
health issues.
The incident was told to me by one of the mental health
providers. A mother and her newborn baby were living
in her car in Melbourne in the middle of winter. It is
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one of the most devastating stories I have ever been told
firsthand by a service provider about that mother and
her child. As a relatively new parent myself, I reflect
back on the times leading up to the birth of my son and
the little things I think most new mothers do, such as
washing the tiny singlets and socks and setting them out
in a drawer as you imagine the future for your child.
For a moment I compared my experience with the
experience of this mother in my electorate who does not
have a drawer for the tiny little clothes and who in the
middle of winter was living in a car with her newborn.
That story motivates me to do something about family
violence in Melbourne and Victoria.
The bill goes some way to legislate around matters that
hopefully will improve family violence outcomes for
families in Victoria. It proposes to amend the Family
Violence Protection Act 2008. There are three key parts
to the bill: the first is to enable family violence safety
notices to be issued outside of court hours; the second is
to enable certain interim family violence intervention
orders to become final orders without a further court
hearing; and the third one is to allow for the publication
of reports about family violence charges and
convictions without obtaining an order.
Looking at the principal act being amended by this bill,
we see that in 2008 it was ground breaking in a number
of ways. The 2008 legislation provided a
comprehensive definition of family violence, it
extended the definition of family member and it
broadened the use of holding powers provisions. The
2008 legislation introduced an enhanced system of
family violence intervention orders, changed the way
evidence was given in court, gave police greater search
and seize powers and strengthened provisions for the
protection of children. It also provided a regime to give
protection outside of court hours. The 2008 act
followed several years of consultation with the
Victorian Law Reform Commission about those issues.
It should be noted that Victoria became the first state in
Australia to have family violence safety notices. While
there was some hesitation about those changes, we have
seen that they are important.
There have been some concerns about the legislation,
such as the implementation of intervention orders, the
enforcement of intervention orders and how they bear
out in the incidence of family violence in the
community. If one puts on an academic hat, it is clear
that family violence is an interesting form of violence in
our community because most of the time it occurs
behind closed doors. Often it is a continuing form of
violence and unfortunately a lot of the time it is a form
of violence that is acted out in front of children. I read
some recent statistics about the number of children who
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witness family violence. Even if it is not necessarily
perpetrated on the child, the child is a witness to the
family violence.
I go back to my own experiences as a mother with our
three-year-old, and I think of the life he has, which in
many ways is a life filled with joy, singing and dancing
and all those things that three-year-olds do, such as
enjoying the Wiggles. It breaks my heart to think that
some children do not have those experiences, that their
lives are filled not with joy, love, singing and dancing
but with violence and that, as young as they are, they
are seeing violence.
Mental Health Week last week was a good time to stop
and think about the long-term impacts of family
violence on our community. There were some terrific
discussions about mental health and its impact on
mental health in our community. Unfortunately it is all
too common that family violence and mental health
issues are related. When there are women and children
who are subjected to extended violence within their
homes, a place where they should be safe, it is not
surprising that there can be mental health issues.
I go back to the bill before us today and the reason it
has come back to this house, and it shows that there has
been a lack of consultation around the bill that has
made it necessary to have it amended in the upper
house after issues were raised by stakeholders. That is
one of the reasons why the royal commission that is
proposed by Victorian Labor is such an important thing.
A royal commission would allow issues to be
ventilated, discussed and thought through before we
make further legislative changes so that we are able to
tackle family violence and not just fix it up around the
edges. I commend the bill to the house.
Mr SCOTT (Preston) — It is important to rise as a
member of Parliament and discuss the Family Violence
Protection Amendment Bill 2014, because this is such
an important issue. Family violence has been around for
far too long, and I am sure all members would agree. It
is an issue that has not got the attention it deserves in
the community. I am reminded of a lyric from a Billy
Bragg song, of all things, about someone complaining
about the violence in our community while talking to
the wife-beater next door. For far too long family
violence was not regarded as abhorrent and has not
been completely and utterly rejected by the community,
as it thoroughly deserves to be.
Family violence is one of the most insidious and
devastating problems we face as a community, and it is
appropriate that the Parliament and the political process
take a much greater interest in this issue because there
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should be zero tolerance of it. Violence is not an
appropriate form of behaviour in personal relationships,
particularly those in a family, and as a community we
should not tolerate family violence in any form. I am
sure that not just the members in this house but all
decent members of the Victorian community would
share the view that for far too long there has been a
silence associated with family violence. A legitimacy
has been accorded to a private world in which people
have been able to perform acts of violence against
others who are in vulnerable situations — usually
women and children — without sufficient attention
being paid to it by the community, the Parliament, law
enforcement bodies or the justice system. It is
appropriate that as a Parliament we pay more attention
to this issue, and this is a welcome change that has been
going on for some time.
I note that the Family Violence Protection Act 2008
was introduced by the previous government, and at the
time it was significant legislation. It provided a
comprehensive definition of family violence, extended
the definition of a family member, broadened the use of
holding powers provisions, introduced an enhanced
system of family violence intervention orders, changed
the way evidence is given in court, gave police greater
search and seizure powers and strengthened the
provisions for the protection of children. It also
provided a regime for protection outside court hours,
with the creation of family violence safety notices that
are issued by police for a 72-hour period. This measure
gave police a tool that was useful in providing
immediate protection when responding to incidents
outside of court hours.
Family violence is an issue that has been gaining
greater attention in the community, and I am sure we
will see further legislation in this place in an attempt to
deal with it. I am sure it will attract further attention as
the years go by, as I suspect we are beginning a journey
in dealing with some of the social issues that have been
out of the public eye and accepted in a private space,
when in fact they could not be more public. The
devastation wrought by family violence on the
community in general has been estimated to have cost
billions of dollars in Victoria. There is an estimate of
around $3.4 billion annually, but that is not the only
cost. The cost is more than monetary. The cost is in
lives wasted by fear, terror and psychological damage,
a price I am sure all decent members of the community
and all members of Parliament would agree should not
be paid by anyone.
I welcome debate on this issue, because the Parliament
should have a stronger focus on family violence into the
future. As I said, I am sure there will be more
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legislation to deal with this matter, because although
Victoria has taken steps along the path of dealing with
family violence, there is no pretence that we live in
utopia. Far too many members of our community
continue to experience family violence. One is too
many, but there are still far too many, and our work will
continue.
As I understand it, the bill amends the Family Violence
Protection Act 2008 and the Personal Safety
Intervention Orders Act 2010 to enable family violence
safety notices to be issued outside of court hours,
enable interim family violence intervention orders to
become final orders without further hearings and allow
publication of reports about family violence, charges
and convictions without obtaining an order.
These changes are intended to increase protection for
victims of family violence, and the Labor Party will not
oppose them. Of course the Labor Party is not opposed
to measures that increase the protection of victims of
family violence. As I said earlier, I hope there will be
further legislation over a period of time because this is
an area where so much more needs to be done.
As a member of Parliament I have had the
experience — as I am sure have others — of dealing
with harrowing circumstances in my electorate office
where, for example, a victim of family violence has
sought accommodation and urgent assistance towards
the end of the week. These are very difficult
circumstances to deal with. I am sure that other
members of Parliament have had similar experiences
from which they gain insight into this devastating issue,
meet victims of family violence and know the
circumstances of their lives, even in a limited sense,
while assisting a constituent to access available
government and non-government services. It is a
fundamental role of a member of Parliament to provide
that linkage and assistance to those who are lost in
difficult circumstances and need an intermediary to
explain to them what services are available. That in
itself can be a harrowing experience. That is the case
particularly for staff who have to deal with people in
distress and situations that no member of the
community deserves to face.
In discussing this bill it is worth reflecting upon the
work that is undertaken by people who assist victims of
family violence and placing on the record on behalf of
my constituents — and again, I hope I am speaking on
behalf of all members of this house — our appreciation
for those who dedicate their lives to working to provide
assistance to victims of family violence. This can often
be extremely difficult and stressful work because they
are dealing with harrowing and emotional situations
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and with lives that have been shattered by terrible acts
of violence committed in our community.
While it is not the usual day-to-day work of electorate
officers, interactions with people in those sorts of
situations occur on occasions. As disturbing as that is,
imagine how disturbing it is for the victims themselves
and for the people whose job it is to help pick up the
pieces of the lives of victims of family violence. On
behalf of my constituents — as I said, hopefully on
behalf of all members of Parliament — I place on the
record my appreciation for those people who do such
important work, in both government and non-profit
organisations, many of which assist victims of family
violence, and also for the work undertaken by Victoria
Police.
I note the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
is at the table. He knows the police work in often
extraordinarily difficult circumstances when dealing
with issues of family violence, and it is worth
acknowledging them. They are human beings who have
families of their own and who empathise with others
and understand the difficulties they face. It is worth
placing on the record our appreciation for the work
done by the police in dealing with family violence.
On behalf of my constituents I express appreciation for
the resilience shown by police in dealing with some of
these circumstances and for the cultural change that I
know has been driven within the police force to deal
with family violence. It is worth saying this is a cultural
change. We have moved on as a community, and
institutions like Victoria Police have an important role
to play in ensuring that the issue of family violence is
properly addressed. We should all welcome, embrace
and praise that cultural change. I conclude my
contribution on that note.
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I thank
honourable members for their contributions to the
debate. I commend this very important package of
reforms to the house and wish it a speedy passage.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time.
Ms Green — On a point of order, Acting Speaker, it
was the opposition’s intention to ask for a
consideration-in-detail stage and request some
information.
Ms Asher — On the point of order, Acting Speaker,
I think the member for Yan Yean has been a bit
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premature on this. We are not yet at that stage, and if
opposition members wish to ask for a
consideration-in-detail stage, they are free to do so as
the process proceeds through the Parliament.

background. This is the consideration-in-detail stage. It
has a very narrow focus on the clauses in the bill. I ask
the member for Yan Yean to confine her comments to
clause 2.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Morris) — Order!
Is leave of the house granted to proceed immediately to
the third reading? As there is no dissenting voice, I shall
pose the question accordingly. I cannot sit here all night
waiting for someone to do something. The member for
Niddrie.

Ms GREEN — I seek information in relation to the
commencement date of the act. What was the
Attorney-General’s thinking in choosing 18 September
2015 as the commencement date? I ask whether he
would consider that the act might come into effect
before that?

Mr Carroll — — I would be happy to, Acting
Speaker.

Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — The
commencement clause is broadly in line with standard
procedures that default commencements are set
approximately a year out from the introduction of the
bill. The bill follows this approach. If the bill is passed
by the house, the government will be seeking to bring
its respective provisions into operation as soon as
necessary administrative arrangements for the various
provisions can be made.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Morris) — Order!
What is the member for Niddrie proposing to do?
Mr Carroll — I think I have the call.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Morris) — Order!
You do not have the call.
Ms Asher — On a point of order, Acting Speaker,
procedurally we are on the question that has just been
put — that is, is leave of the house granted to proceed
to the third reading? It is well within the opposition’s
entitlement to say no. The member for Niddrie believes
he has the call, but the call is over. I suggest the
opposition provide lessons for its members in
understanding standing orders.
Consideration in detail
Clause 1 agreed to.
Clause 2
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I take pleasure in again
joining this debate, this bill having been amended in the
Legislative Council. It is disappointing that the
opposition was not briefed about the proposed
amendments in the Legislative Council. It might have
been that if the government had been courteous, taken
the opposition into its confidence, followed procedure
and briefed the opposition — and we had a debate
earlier this morning about — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! This is a very
narrow subject, and I ask the member for Yan Yean to
restrict her comments to clause 2 of the bill.
Ms GREEN — Thank you for your ruling, Deputy
Speaker. I was just providing some background as to
why the opposition — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I advise the
member for Yan Yean that there is no need for

Clause agreed to.
Clause 3
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — Clause 3 is one of those
clauses that was amended in the other place, so I
would — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I remind the
member for Yan Yean that this bill was introduced in
the other place. It has not been through this place. This
is a bill that has come to this chamber from the
Legislative Council. My point is that there were
amendments, but this is the first time the bill has been
in this chamber.
Ms GREEN — I am saying that the opposition was
not briefed, so that is why I, as the spokesperson, need
to ask the question. We were not briefed on the
amendments, so I seek the Attorney-General’s
clarification in relation to the working day and what
issues have been raised with stakeholders in relation to
this, because we were not briefed by the government, so
we are unclear about why this clause was amended and
why the house amendment occurred in the other place.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — The
amendment that was made in the other place puts
beyond doubt what a working day is in order to provide
certainty as to what is and is not a working day for the
purposes of the legislation. It is a minor clarification to
avoid uncertainty or ambiguity.
Clause agreed to; clauses 4 to 6 agreed to.
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Clause 7
Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst) — I make reference to
clause 7, which is headed ‘Application may be made by
electronic communication’. It indicates that:
The application completed under subsection (3) must be filed
by the police officer with the court —

and —
… if the application was made by telephone, fax or other
electronic communication and an interim order including a
finalisation condition was made, as soon as practicable …

I ask the Attorney-General what the purpose of creating
this electronic communication provision is and whether
or not there is any particular mischief that he is seeking
to remedy by that provision.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — The provision
is a simplification and clarification of the existing
provision in the legislation. There is an explanation
given on page 3 of the explanatory memorandum that
indicates that:
Existing subsection (4) requires the police officer to file an
application made … with the court before the first mention
date … New subsection (4) updates this requirement to
provide that where the interim order includes a finalisation
condition the application must be filed as soon as practicable
and in any other case before the first mention date for the
application.

Clause agreed to.
Clause 8
Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst) — Clause 8 is the
provision which is being described colloquially as the
finalisation provision. As the explanatory memorandum
makes clear, the sections that are inserted into the
Family Violence Protection Act 2008 by clause 8 create
the provisions whereby orders may be made final
without a further hearing. As the Attorney-General
would be aware, these provisions have been the subject
of a degree of controversy amongst domestic violence
advocacy groups in regard to the possibility that it
might mean the circle is effectively never closed and
that those who have been the perpetrators of family
violence may not ultimately be in a position where they
confront their victims, so that the victims are not able to
obtain the kind of closure they are able to have by
confronting the perpetrators in court.
I ask the Attorney-General to take the house through
what consultation or mechanisms were gone through
with those domestic violence advocacy groups in
relation to these finalisation conditions without a return
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to court and what the view of those groups was about
the provision that is now before the house now.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — As the
honourable member refers to, these provisions are
designed to ensure that in appropriate circumstances,
where both the victim and the court agree that it is
appropriate, victims can potentially be spared the
trauma, stress and delay of needing to have the matter
return to court for the final hearing where the
respondent does not wish to contest the application. As
I am sure the member for Lyndhurst would be aware,
though other honourable members may not be, the
Family Violence Protection Act provides for the issue
of interim orders and then provides for the issue of a
final order, meaning it can therefore require two
hearings. This provision, as I indicated, is designed to
ensure that if neither the court nor the victim considers
that a final hearing should be ordered, there is potential
for a finalisation condition, which means the order will
take effect in 28 days time.
This is a potential reform that has been the subject of
extensive discussion with the court and the police. The
government also received some constructive
submissions regarding the provision from family
violence stakeholders. As members have referred to
during the course of the debate, in light of
representations and suggestions that were put forward
by those involved in a number of family violence
groups, a range of amendments were made that address
some of the matters that were raised by them and put
beyond doubt the policy considerations relating to the
bill. In particular, the bill ensures that the court will
have regard to matters such as whether the affected
family member has obtained legal advice. The
government has certainly appreciated the constructive
input that family violence stakeholders have made to
the legislation. We were pleased to make a range of
improvements and modifications to the legislation to
respond to the matters they raised.
Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst) — I take the
Attorney-General to new section 56C in the Family
Violence Protection Act 2008, which is inserted by
clause 8. I seek an explanation for new section 56C,
which is on page 8 of the bill with the heading, ‘Certain
interim orders not to include finalisation condition’. We
remember that a finalisation condition is about a
circumstance in which a respondent may not return to
court. One of those circumstances at new
section 56(1)(c) is if the respondent ‘is in possession of
a firearm’ or ‘holds a firearm authority’ et cetera. Could
the minister explain to the chamber the thinking behind
the notion that a finalisation condition may not be
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applicable to an interim order in the circumstances
where the respondent owns a firearm?
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — There are a
range of considerations. But probably pre-eminent
amongst them is that, as the honourable member may
know, is that there are a range of provisions in the
legislation that deal with the situation where
respondents hold firearms, licences or other authorities
when the family violence matter arises. Given the
potential issues that may arise in the circumstances and
the requirements of the legislation, those circumstances
would not be appropriate for including a finalisation
condition.
Clause agreed to; clause 9 agreed to; clauses 10 to 17
agreed to.
Clause 18
Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst) — Clause 18 relates to
the restriction on publication of proceedings in the
Magistrates Court, and adds some words:
… unless the court orders under section 169 that the locality
or particulars may be published; or

I ask the minister to enlighten the chamber as to the
practical effect of the insertion of those words on the
way that proceedings in the Magistrates Court may or
may not be reported on.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I am advised
that this relates to circumstances where the court may
be in a position to make an order in relation to a child.
Mr WYNNE (Richmond) — In relation to
restrictions on publication of proceedings in the
Magistrates Court, and I follow on from my colleague,
we note:
In section 166(2)(a) of the Family Violence Protection Act
2008 for “order; and” substitute —
“order —
unless the court orders under section 169 that the locality or
particulars may be published; or”.

I am happy for the Attorney-General to take more
advice because there are a range of matters that are
outlined in new section 169 substituted by clause 19 on
page 14 of the bill. Is he in a position to elaborate on the
brief comment he made earlier? I am happy to wait for
a moment if the Attorney-General wishes to consult
with his advisers, because it is a new provision, and one
that we think requires more ventilation than it received
in his first response to the shadow Attorney-General.
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Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I think the
position in relation to clause 18 is explained quite well
in the explanatory memorandum on page 12. To
recapitulate at the request of the honourable member
for Richmond, it indicates that clause 18:
amends paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section 166 of
the —

act —
… which prohibits publication of a report containing
particulars likely to lead to the identification of a particular
court venue, a child who is a party to or a witness in a
proceeding … or any other person involved in the proceeding
or the subject of the FVIO.

As the explanatory memorandum sets out:
The amendment to paragraph (a) provides that publication is
not prohibited if the court has made an order under
section 169 of the Family Violence Protection Act 2008 that
the locality or particulars may be published.

In other words if they have made such an order, that
prohibition does not apply.
Clause agreed to.
Clause 19
Ms HENNESSY (Altona) — With respect to
clause 19, I will briefly put a question to the
Attorney-General. With respect to the public interest
test that is outlined at proposed section 169(1)(a), will
the Attorney-General advise the house of what indicia
the court may consider in making a determination about
what constitutes the public interest in respect of the
publication of locality, particulars or picture?
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — Ultimately it
will be a matter at large for a court to determine what is
in the public interest, and this is obviously something
that courts are asked to do from time to time. The
example that appears at the foot of the new subsection
gives a very clear instance of such public interest — in
other words, to allow a protected person to publicise the
person’s case to raise awareness of family violence.
I expect the honourable member will be aware of some
cases that have justifiably received considerable public
attention where, under the legislation as it stands,
victims have had to seek the permission of a court to be
able to tell their story publicly. These provisions were
of course inserted in the legislation during the time of
the previous government, presumably with the intention
of protecting victims. I hope all members of the house
would think it would be inappropriate that perpetrators
should be able to hide behind these provisions. The
purpose of these amendments is to ensure that if a
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victim wants to, they will be able to speak out. Other
provisions in this bill make it clear that for adult victims
they will be entitled to do so without needing
permission of a court.
However, in instances where, for example, there is a
child involved, the matter will need to go before a
court. This makes it clear that when a court is making
an order, the court needs to consider the public interest,
and the example makes it clear that allowing a
protected person to publicise the person’s case to raise
awareness of family violence may well be such a
consideration in the public interest.
Mr WYNNE (Richmond) — I also wish to ask the
Attorney-General a question very much in line with the
earlier question asked by my colleague in relation to
new section 169(1)(b), which reads:
the court reasonably considers it is just to allow the
publication in the circumstances.

That seems to be a catch-all provision. The
Attorney-General has provided good commentary in
relation to new section 169(1)(a). In relation to new
section 169(1)(b), will he give us some further
elaboration in relation to the phrase I have just referred
to? What guidance, if any, may be provided to a court
in relation to this provision?
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — Again this is a
provision that is at large for the court to decide. I should
add that I have had the opportunity to take some further
advice in relation to this clause, and I am advised that
the clause largely reproduces the wording of the
existing section 169 but includes a particular reference
in relation to a child. Many of the considerations the
honourable members are raising, as I understand it, are
equally applicable under the act as it currently stands.
Mr WYNNE (Richmond) — I appreciate that
commentary, but as the Attorney-General indicated,
this is a fairly broad provision. Given the particular and
acute and sensitive circumstances that we are dealing
with, I am curious as to how he might see, on a
day-to-day basis, new section 169(1)(b) being enacted
in, frankly, the real world of the courts, when it is so
broad as to suggest that ‘the court reasonably considers
it is just to allow the publication in the circumstances’.
It seems to be quite broad. I accept the explanation the
Attorney-General has given, but I am seeking from him
how he would see this being dealt with on a day-to-day
basis, given that new section 169 really goes to quite a
serious question, of a court allowing the publication of
the locality, particulars or a picture. It is quite a serious
matter. I would argue that perhaps it ought to have
contained — accepting, of course, judicial discretion —
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some guidance in relation to how the court may
consider new section 169(1)(b).
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I reiterate that
the provision the honourable member refers to is a
provision that is in the act as it currently stands. It is not
being altered by the bill. The bill simply reproduces
section 169 in its entirety, with the addition of the new
subsection (2). As to the test about ‘the court
reasonably considers it is just to allow the publication in
the circumstances’, it is the provision that exists in the
current act. As far as I am aware, it is a provision that
would have been enacted under the previous
government.
Ms HENNESSY (Altona) — In respect of proposed
section 169, I would be grateful if the Attorney-General
could at least briefly advise the house of what the
consequences of an incorrect publication may be, for
example. In drafting the provisions of this bill it would
have been obvious there could be consequences of
getting the identity incorrect, either because the
publication were wrong in terms of its photographic
form or if the identification of the location were
incorrect. Is there either a civil or a criminal
consequence in relation to those issues? Or is it that
those who are responsible for the publication bear the
responsibility for that by virtue of the state’s
defamation laws? And is there any form of vicarious
responsibility for the state if the state has in any way
participated in the incorrect provision of information
that a court may have considered?
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I can confirm
and indicate to the house that the issues the honourable
member raises are issues that relate to the act as it
currently stands; they do not create new issues in
relation to this bill. I have been advised that a
transgression of this provision could constitute an
offence, but I reiterate that these are not matters that are
being affected by this bill. Honourable members are
asking questions in relation to the act effectively as it
was enacted by the previous government.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I have a question on
new subsection (2) for the Attorney-General. New
section 169(2) says that before making an order in
relation to a child, in respect of which publication is
sought, the court must have regard to the views of any
parent or guardian of the child. How is it envisaged that
the views would be sought, particularly if there were
multiple parents or guardians of that child? How would
any disputes be resolved? And what would be the
remedy for any parent or guardian who was not in
agreement with the decision of the court?
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Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — It would be a
matter for the court to determine the manner in which it
would have regard to the views of any parent or
guardian of the child. I imagine at first instance it would
be seeking information from relevant counsel, but it
would ultimately be a matter for the court.

We were certainly not gleeful about the idea of
throwing out the changes to surrogacy law that are
contained within this bill, but we believed the bill went
too far, particularly with regard to non-dependent
children of the deceased and their rights to contest a
will.

In relation to the second aspect of the member’s
question, the obligation is on the court to have regard to
the views of any parent or guardian. Having had that
regard it is then a matter for the court as to what
decision it might make in relation to the matter.

However, those negotiations were ultimately fruitful.
After agreement had been reached the
Attorney-General’s representative in the other place —
I believe it was the Minister for Corrections —
ultimately moved house amendments in his own name
that were agreed to by the opposition, the bill passed the
Legislative Council and we now have that bill before
us, as amended in the Council.

Clause agreed to; clauses 20 to 28 agreed to.
Bill agreed to without amendment.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(SUCCESSION AND SURROGACY)
BILL 2014
Second reading

To go to some of the detail of the bill, it amends the
Administration and Probate Act 1958 and creates some
new eligibility requirements for family provision claims
against an estate. A range of other amendments are
made affecting the administration of estates, regarding
the payment of debts of an estate and court-authorised
will applications. The bill also amends the Status of
Children Act 1974 to allow the registration of a
surrogate birth if a parentage order is made by an
interstate court. For those parents and ultimately for
those children that is a worthwhile change.

Mr PAKULA (Lyndhurst) — It gives me pleasure
to rise to speak on the Justice Legislation Amendment
(Succession and Surrogacy) Bill 2014 and to indicate
that the opposition will not oppose the bill. Things
could have been different, however, because this was a
bill which in its original form the opposition was
seeking to amend. Had we not been able to obtain the
government’s agreement to those amendments, we had
indicated that it was our intention to oppose the bill. We
said that not because we thought all of the provisions of
the bill were unworthy but because we thought the bill
went too far.

In regard to family provision, the bill amends section 90
of the Administration and Probate Act 1958 to create
specific eligibility requirements for a person making a
family provision claim against a deceased estate. The
bill creates classes of people who are eligible to apply
for family provision. The genesis of this was the view
that these family provision claims had gone out of
control. There was a view put by some that a will was
almost not worth the paper it was written on
anymore — anyone could challenge it, and people often
did. Sometimes those challenges were successful, but
even when they were not successful the intended
beneficiaries of the estate were put through cost, time
and anguish in terms of defending claims that were
ultimately viewed as not being valid.

Having said that, there were what I would describe as
fruitful discussions and negotiations between the
government and the opposition over amendments to
this bill. The Attorney-General and I were in contact
over a period of days, if not longer, and we were
advantaged in that by the fact that there was a break in
the sitting schedule which allowed that to occur. There
had been reams of correspondence from the legal
profession and from others about this matter, and the
opposition indicated to the government during those
conversations that it was not its view that nothing
should change in regard to succession laws and wills.

That was the genesis, we are told, of the bill creating
these classes of people who were to be eligible for
family provision. The bill in its first iteration described
those classes of people as being the spouse or domestic
partner of the deceased; a child, including an adopted
child, of the deceased who, at the time of the deceased’s
death, is under 18 years of age, is a full-time student
between 18 and 25 years of age or has a disability; a
stepchild, or child of a domestic partner, under the same
criteria as for children; a person treated as a natural
child of the deceased for a substantial period, again
under the same criteria as for children; and a former

Debate resumed from 18 September; motion of
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General).
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spouse or domestic partner who would have been able
to commence divorce and/or spousal maintenance
proceedings at the time of the deceased’s death.
The bill listed a further six classes of people in its
original iteration, and I am stepping the house through
the history of the bill. The next six classes were subject
to a requirement that the court be satisfied of whole or
partial dependency on the deceased at the time of death.
They included a child or stepchild not under 18 years of
age, not a full-time student between the ages of 18 and
25 and not disabled. In other words, a dependency test
was to be imposed on adult children of the deceased
before they had a right to claim. The other classes were
a person treated as a natural child in the same age
brackets, a registered caring partner, a grandchild, a
spouse or domestic partner of a child if the child dies
within one year of the deceased, and a member of the
deceased’s household or someone who had been and
was likely again to be a member of the deceased’s
household.
It was in regard to children, stepchildren and those
treated as children of the deceased who were not under
18, not full-time students under 25 and not disabled
where the controversy in this bill lay. That was because
the decision of the government to apply the dependency
test to those individuals went beyond what was
recommended by the Victorian Law Reform
Commission, went beyond what most of the legal
fraternity believed to be reasonable and was hotly
opposed by the Victorian Bar, by the Law Institute of
Victoria, by many individual practitioners and by many
individuals who had been cut out of their parents’ wills,
who had taken the opportunity under existing law to
contest that and who would not have had that
opportunity in the future.
It was certainly the opposition’s view that the bill as it
was originally presented to the Legislative Council
went too far, and I made the comment at the time —
and I will say it again for the record — that I thought
the bill, in its original iteration, incentivised all kinds of
bad behaviour. It would have meant real injustice for
the children of many deceased people. Not in every
case would it have meant, and nor does it mean now,
that those children who were cut out of their parents’
wills would have succeeded in those cases, but the
opposition thought the notion that they would be left
without a right to contest the will was inappropriate.
I am sure the Attorney-General received, as I did, a
range of correspondence from many practitioners that
went through some examples of the potential injustice
of the original form of the bill that came before the
Council. I will take the house through some of the
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examples that were provided to me. I do not intend to
read copiously from this correspondence, but I will give
you, Acting Speaker, a flavour of what was received by
the opposition. I received correspondence from some
solicitors at Rigby Cooke Lawyers, who indicated:
We have over the years seen a number of cases where the
actions of a deceased parent, through physical violence,
psychological abuse and/or sexual abuse, have caused
considerable harm to their child, resulting in the child fleeing
the home and in many circumstances this is well into their late
teens.

They went on to say:
Where the offending parent was the father, often the mother
and children are forced to leave the home with nothing but the
clothes on their back. In many cases they sustain long-term
financial hardship. By the time the father dies, he has
accumulated a significant estate while the child continues to
suffer the effects of the abuse and financial disadvantage,
struggling to keep their head above water.

That is an instance where a child, had they been cut out
of the will, would have had no right to contest that will.
Barristers Nathan and Carol McOmish were
instrumental in bringing to the attention of members of
Parliament and others in the legal profession some of
the instances of injustice that would have occurred in
the circumstances of the bill as it was originally brought
to the Council. They gave a couple of examples. One
was:
Two sisters had a close, warm and loving relationship with
their mother for over 50 years. One of the sisters was her
mother’s best friend. The sisters were both pulled out of
school in their teenage years and sent to work to help the
family make ends meet. Their violent and unstable brother
took control of their mother in her later years. The sisters
were scared and became estranged. They received nothing
from their mother’s $1 million estate. The sisters are both at
retirement age, do not own a home and have no savings. One
of them lives in a caravan park because she cannot afford
anywhere else. The act allows them to make a claim for
modest provision from their mother’s estate.

They would have been impacted by the law as it was
initially brought before the Council. Another example
was:
A 60-year-old man was abandoned in an orphanage by his
mother between the ages of three and seven. He was then
abused during his childhood by his stepfather. As a result of
this difficult upbringing, he suffered from depression and
bouts of drug abuse. Later in life he cleaned up his act but was
still unable to work. His stepfather did not provide for him in
his will, despite leaving with an estate worth up to
$11 million. The man is dependent on a disability pension and
rental assistance. He needs but cannot afford root canal
surgery. Again the act has allowed him to bring a claim for
provision from his stepfather’s estate.
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Most of us would agree that it would be unjust in those
circumstances for someone of that nature to be cut out
of any right to provision from the estate.
The Law Institute of Victoria corresponded with the
government, with the opposition and with the Greens.
The law institute proposed amendments, and I would
say it played an exceptionally positive role in helping us
arrive at the position we were ultimately able to arrive
at. On 27 August, before the amendments in the
Legislative Council were moved and agreed to, the law
institute put out a media release that provides some
real-life examples of adult children who would have
been disadvantaged by the changes proposed in the bill
in its initial form. The examples include:
A farmer with three daughters and one son leaves his property
to his son, making no provision for his daughters. They have
no right to make a claim unless they were financially
dependent at the time of death.
A 19-year-old youth, living away from home and
unemployed, cannot make a claim because he is not
financially dependent on his parent, although he can’t get a
job.
…
An adult woman is not financially dependent on her father
when he dies, leaving the majority of his estate to a charity.
Shortly after his death, she is diagnosed with Parkinson’s
disease and is unable to work. She would be unable to make a
claim for family provision as she is not wholly or partially
dependent on him at the date of his death.

Importantly the amendments that were ultimately
agreed to made changes to the notion of the date of
death being the applicable time.
That is an example, and there are probably countless
other examples, where someone may not be financially
dependent on the day of a person’s death because on
that particular day they have casual employment or they
have a job that may last a month, but they were
financially dependent a month before the death and are
financially dependent again a month after the death.
However, on the day of death they were not financially
dependent, and that is why that arbitrary selection of a
date was considered by the institute and by other
practitioners to be somewhat dangerous and why we
are glad that amendment has been made as well.
There have been numerous other examples provided by
practitioners in the law about the circumstances in
which the provision of dependency in regard to children
would have been unjust. There has been
correspondence from Mr James Dimond, another legal
practitioner but this time a solicitor working in a small
practice. He was able to provide examples of cases that
he had acted in where this provision would have been
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completely unjust. In one example this practitioner
acted for adult children whose mother had made a will
back in 1968 in which she left $10 000 to each of her
children and her house in Fitzroy North to an obscure
religious order that she had had a brief association with.
She never updated her will. Her children were
extremely devoted and visited and cared for their
mother every day. One of those children has a son with
severe disabilities and is himself reliant on a
government pension. Under the proposed changes, they
would have each received $10 000 and the obscure
religious order, which the deceased was involved in
briefly almost 50 years ago, would have received the
house in Fitzroy North valued at over $1 million. The
children again would have had no right to contest that.
In another case this practitioner acted for a farmer who
worked on the farm from his early childhood and on a
full-time basis from the age of about 15. He gradually
took over the operation of the farm; he was the driver of
its success, but he kept his dad involved and did all he
could for his dad. In the last few years of his dad’s life
they had a messy fight over the direction of the farming
business, and the father left everything to the daughter,
who lived in Melbourne. Despite the client having spent
his lifetime building up the father’s assets, he would
have had no avenue for redress under the laws as they
were originally presented to the Legislative Council.
I will spare the house going through example after
example after example of where these provisions as
they were originally presented to Parliament would
have created injustice, but there is no doubt that the
examples are countless. Those that I read to the
chamber were not imaginary examples. They were
real-life cases that these practitioners had been involved
in. That was also the case with Rebecca Cowan, whose
story featured in the Herald Sun on 26 August 2014.
Ms Cowan, who is a 19-year-old woman, was her
father’s only child. She lived with him for most of her
life until he took his life in December last year. She was
left a bequest of just 3 per cent of his $650 000 estate,
despite having been his only child and despite having
lived with him almost his entire life. I pay tribute to that
individual for her preparedness to go public in the way
that she did.
None of that is to say that the provisions in regard to
wills and succession did not need some tightening up,
which is why the opposition first of all indicated that it
was prepared to support the bill if it was amended and
also why, with those amendments having gone through
the Legislative Council a few weeks ago, we are in here
today indicating the same thing. I think it is still the
case that the legal profession in many respects believes
that the law has gone further than it should. It is true to
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say that despite the fact that these amendments were
carried in the Legislative Council, there are still a
number of people who believe that there will still be
injustice, that it is still too restrictive in terms of who
can contest a will. Equally it is fair to say that I have
also received correspondence from those who say it
does not go far enough, that the bill should allow
anyone to leave their estate to anyone they like, and
no-one should have a right to contest.
We are now in a position where there are those who
think it goes too far as amended and there are those
who think it does not go far enough as amended. In
those circumstances I am prepared to believe that we
have probably hit the sweet spot, and it might be about
right in the form that it has come to this house. To be
clear, the amendments that were agreed between the
Attorney-General and me, and the amendments that
were passed by the Legislative Council, went to three
things.
Firstly, they removed the dependency test effectively
for children of the deceased, for stepchildren of the
deceased and for those who were treated as children by
the deceased, but the degree of dependency becomes
instead a factor that the court should take into account
in considering quantum. That is not inappropriate in the
view of the opposition. As I say, there would be some
petitioners who would not accept the notion that that
ought to be a factor in considering quantum, but that is
the provision of the bill as it is before the house.
The second element that has been altered as a
consequence of the amendments is a provision relating
to the time of death being the determining factor in
terms of dependency. That line which was so fixed is
now much less fixed, and again we think that is
appropriate.
Thirdly, with respect to release of rights agreements,
that was a provision where up to the point where the
bill was set to enter the Legislative Council there was
still a distance between the opposition and the
government. The Attorney-General indicated that in
these circumstances that amendment would be removed
from the bill to be dealt with at another time, potentially
by the 58th Parliament. We look forward to that
conversation being had in the house, depending on the
persuasion of the government. If the current
Attorney-General is the Attorney-General again after
29 November, no doubt he will seek to bring that matter
back before the Parliament, and we can have the
conversation at that time.
The bill makes a range of other changes as well. It talks
about payment of debts, and it makes amendments with
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respect to debts and liabilities of an insolvent estate so
that they will be dealt with in accordance with the rules
of bankruptcy. In the case of a solvent estate, unless a
contrary intention is expressed in the will, the costs of
the deceased’s funeral, testamentary and administration
expenses, and any debts and liabilities of the state must
be paid out of real and personal property in a specific
order. That order is: firstly, using any property
specifically appropriated for payment of debt or
liability; secondly, using the residuary estate; and
thirdly, using specific gifts.
The bill also amends the law in relation to small estates
so that money and personal property valued up to
$25 000 — and I believe it is the intention of the bill for
that amount to be indexed — can be transferred without
requiring the production of a grant of representation.
An executor of an estate valued up to $10 000 as
indexed will be able to seek aid from the registrar of
probates or a registrar of the Magistrates Court.
The bill also amends the Wills Act 1997 so that
applications under section 21 of that act no longer
require leave of the court. Section 21 also allows for the
making of a court-authorised will for a person who
lacks testamentary capacity. Again, that is potentially
an important provision. Sadly, there are individuals
who lose their testamentary capacity at some point, and
in those circumstances the intervention of the court may
be necessary.
As indicated at the outset of my contribution, I am
pleased that the fact that we were able to come to an
arrangement with the government about its
amendments meant that we were not in a position
where we needed to oppose the bill. Partly I am pleased
about that because the bill does make some worthwhile
changes to the law relating to surrogacy. The Status of
Children Act 1974 is an act of Parliament being
amended by this bill. Under the bill, a child born under
a surrogacy arrangement will no longer be presumed to
be the child of a surrogate but will be presumed to be
the child of the parents who commission the surrogacy.
That is important for parents who commission that
surrogacy arrangement. They do so because they intend
to raise the child as their own, so key definitions and
registration processes in the act are changed in order to
allow for the recognition of surrogacy arrangements
that take place in other states and territories.
The Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act
1996 is amended to ensure that the commissioning
parents can obtain a birth certificate for the naming of a
child of a surrogacy arrangement. Once a surrogacy
parentage order has been made, the registrar will be
required to amend the birth registration and will be able
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to name the commissioning parents as the child’s legal
parents. For those parents who have commissioned
those surrogacy arrangements that is a very important
change.
In conclusion, during the briefings, discussions and
negotiations about this bill the opposition at no stage
ever contested the fact that the law about wills and
succession required some tightening up. It is important
that the wishes of the deceased are respected. It is
important that people with no valid claims, appropriate
relationships or real closeness to the deceased are not
able in some willy-nilly way to contest wills to eat up
the value of the estate and leave the intended
beneficiaries without the bequest they are entitled to.
But it is equally important to recognise that there are
circumstances where people left out of wills,
particularly the children of the deceased, are left out in
a way that causes substantial injustice. There are
circumstances where those children do not deserve that
treatment, where they have been faithful, good family
members and who for some reason have been left out,
whether it is because of some other person’s nefarious
influence or because of a late-life falling-out. We have
never said that those people ought to get that money or
estate as of right, but we think they ought to have a
right to at least contest. The amendments ensure that
that right is preserved, and in those circumstances we
will not oppose the bill.
Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) — I rise to support the
Justice Legislation Amendment (Succession and
Surrogacy) Bill 2014. In doing so I note that the
member for Lyndhurst has said that the opposition will
not be opposing this bill. I am really pleased that this
bill will get the support of both sides.
In one of my final speeches in this house I would like to
congratulate and pay tribute to the Attorney-General,
who in his time as Attorney-General over the time I
have been here has tried really hard to make sure that
our laws are fairer, more just and in line with
community expectations. That is what is happening
with this bill. The bill amends five acts of Parliament to
improve and clarify the law. Those acts are the
Administration and Probate Act 1958, the Wills Act
1997, the Trustee Companies Act 1984, the Status of
Children Act 1974 and the Births, Deaths and
Marriages Registration Act 1996.
The bill makes two really important changes. It makes
changes to succession laws in Victoria to make sure
that they are in line with community expectations and
that they operate fairly when dealing with a deceased
person’s assets. The bill also allows for the
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commissioning parents of a child conceived in another
Australian state or territory but born in Victoria under a
surrogacy arrangement to be recognised for the purpose
of registering the birth, as long as a corresponding
surrogacy parentage order has been obtained.
Both of these issues are emotional. What we are dealing
with here relates to birth and death, two of the most
emotional issues people deal with and which cause
people the most stress. There has been a lot of coverage
in the media recently about surrogacy and where it can
go wrong if it is not regulated properly. The succession
laws deal with a person’s wishes after they have died.
They are about who has a legitimate claim on a
deceased’s assets and who can contest a will. This bill
clarifies that situation.
On the issue of surrogacy, the bill allows parents to be
registered on their child’s birth certificate even if the
surrogacy treatment took place outside Victoria, but it
must have taken place within Australia. Whilst there is
that allowance for the commissioning parents to have
their names on the birth certificate, as a safeguard there
are also certain conditions that must be met. The
commissioning parents may apply to the Victorian
County Court or Supreme Court to get a registration
order to be able to have their names on the certificate.
The court will take into account a number of issues
before making its decision, including whether the order
is in the best interests of the child, whether the
commissioning parents made their surrogacy
arrangement in an effort to avoid Victoria’s surrogacy
laws or Victoria’s assisted reproductive treatment laws
and whether the parents had a genuine connection to the
state or territory in which the child was conceived.
There are also number of transitional provisions so that
parents can apply for a registration order if their
surrogacy arrangement had commenced before the
amendments in this bill are enacted.
The changes to the part of the legislation dealing with
succession will limit those who can challenge a will.
The bill implements a number of recommendations of
the Victorian Law Reform Commission. The member
for Lyndhurst was talking about those
recommendations, which came as part of a review
commissioned by the Attorney-General in 2012. As we
look through the bill we notice that there have been a
number of changes over the years. In the past claimants
were confined to those for whom the deceased had
responsibility of providing. They were the dependants
of the deceased — people such as widows and
orphaned children of the deceased.
The categories of people entitled to claim have now
been broadened to reflect changing social and family
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circumstances, and there have been many over the
years — same-sex partnerships and stepchildren versus
natural children, for example. When families change it
challenges what happens in regard to a will — for
example, when a husband and wife have divorced and
remarried or where there are other children, such as
stepchildren. All those people have certain access to a
person’s will, and when a person dies, that person needs
to make sure that those people are catered for. It is
about making sure that those who should be entitled to
assets in a will are entitled.
In 1997 changes were made to remove the requirement
for a specific relationship with the deceased. These
changes led to a wide range of people making claims.
An outcome of that has been increasing court costs as
solicitors sort through the mire of claimants to find out
who is actually entitled to the assets of the deceased
person. That causes huge stress within a family,
particularly if the family has been divided or divorced
and is no longer in communication with the person who
made the will. Some people may try to exclude from
their will a person who should be entitled to assets in
that will.
There are mischievous claims where people who do not
have such rights have tried to get access to the assets in
wills. There are opportunistic claims where people have
had a relationship with the deceased and try to make a
claim on the will. This can have huge ramifications and
keep solicitors very busy as the matters go before the
courts. The delays can take many years. A person may
be left out of a will to punish them, and the member for
Lyndhurst put on the record a couple of examples of
where that has happened to adult children. The bill also
looks at whether such a person who has been left out
has a genuine claim.
The bill specifies the categories of people who can
make claim to a will. They are children and
stepchildren of the deceased, spouses or domestic
partners at the time of death and former spouses and
partners who have not had legal access to proceedings
under the Family Law Act 1975. Before the death they
may apply for a family provision as of right. The bill
also has a number of safeguards and other provisions. It
deals with the payment of debts and includes conditions
around that. It also puts conditions around the
administration of small estates, but it has been spelt out
that there has been no change to the threshold of the
monetary value of what is classed as a small estate. The
second-reading speech mentions that at the time, small
estates were estates worth less than $25 000 or less than
$50 000 in certain circumstances. The bill increases that
figure to $100 000, which will be indexed to the
consumer price index.
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The bill makes sure that at the time of a person’s death,
if the person has made a will, only those who are have a
genuine right to contest it can contest it. The legislation
is about ensuring that a person who is deceased has
their requests honoured and that there are conditions on
those who are able contest the matter in a court of law.
As I said, this bill deals with two very emotional issues:
that of surrogacy and that of succession — who is
entitled to make a claim on a person’s assets after the
person has deceased.
The legislation in relation to surrogacy is about making
sure that there are some conditions in regard to a person
wanting to start their own family and that the person on
the register of births is the genuine commissioning
parent.
The bill deals with really important matters on which
there have been a number of consultations. I understand
that the opposition put forward some amendments and
that it is now pleased with the bill and will not oppose
it. I wish the bill a speedy passage.
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — It is a pleasure to speak
on the Justice Legislation Amendment (Succession and
Surrogacy) Bill 2014. As we have just heard from the
member for Shepparton, this bill amends a number of
other bills — five in total — around two pertinent
issues. One deals with the succession of assets upon the
death of a person — that is, what happens to a will and
how it is treated in the courts in terms of the balance
between family rights and the rights of the person who
is making the will — and the other aspect involves
modern-day surrogacy arrangements.
In terms of the second aspect, this is an issue that will
increasingly consume parliaments around the world in
terms of surrogacy arrangements as technology and
modern techniques improve and practices change. The
world we live in has gone from having in the past fairly
simple kinds of arrangements in relation to children and
the birth of children to now having far more complex
practices and procedures as people who perhaps cannot
have children through natural methods seek other
means to fulfil their lives and have a child and a family.
In that regard this bill basically modernises the
arrangements in terms of who should be recorded on a
child’s birth certificate in terms of the generational
history of that person. Currently my wife is looking at
our own family ancestry chain — —
Ms Richardson interjected.
Mr HERBERT — No, not surrogacy. I am way
beyond that. I have five children in all, including
stepchildren, and that is more than enough.
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These things are important and people have a
fascination about their history, about where they came
from, about the arrangements surrounding their birth
and their lives. It makes sense to modernise those
arrangements in terms of articulating the details on birth
certificates. The bill covers only Australian surrogacy
arrangements, and I certainly support that aspect of it.

‘Here is the will, the family is not entitled to contest it,
their children are not entitled to anything in terms of the
assets that were raised by generations of forefathers —
and here it is cut and dried, black and white’. It is not
cut and dried, and it is not black and white. Labor
proposed amendments to the bill, and I am very pleased
that those amendments were passed in the upper house.

Perhaps I will speak a little more on the first aspect of
this bill, the succession aspect. We on this side of the
house agree with the proposition that the law needs to
be modernised and improved, and that far too much
frivolous activity goes on around the assets of a person
who has died. Often people who have no real
relationship, who are not mentioned in the will but who
believe that they can secure some good fortune through
their relationship with the deceased person, will
consume huge amounts of court time, often the entire
assets of the estate, in progressing cases that most
people would think were unfair.

I refer to the case of my father. My mother died when I
was one year old in 1955. My father was a wharfie at
that time with a young child, and he entered into
another relationship — another marriage which was a
de facto relationship — and had other children. At the
time my grandmother did not agree with that. It was a
long time ago. Things moved on, that relationship
finished and he and I moved back to live with his
mother. He was probably about 30 at the time. He lived
with his mother for the next 30 years or so. He worked
in the garden, painted the house and he got married
again. They renovated the house substantially. His
mother, my grandmother, became senile and could not
look after herself. He looked after her. He washed her,
he clothed her, he fed her — all the time he was
working and maintaining the house, keeping her in a
way of life that she needed, and that went on for a
decade. He lived there for more than 30 years looking
after her, but in her final years, in the last decade, she
required some intensive care, which he gave her.

We have a litigious society, and every week we see on
TV examples from America of frivolous litigation over
a person’s will and their intent regarding the transfer of
their assets upon their death in which the assets become
consumed by unreasonable people in unreasonable
circumstances because the law is not adequate to stop
those assets being consumed. We understand that.
However, it is our view that this bill went too far in its
original state in terms of its doctrinaire approach to the
words of wills which may come at the expense of
family members who may miss out on what they
believe to be a relevant inheritance or entitlement
because of some unfair circumstances or fights that
may have occurred in a relatively brief part of their
relationship with their parents. They could be left out of
the will and then generations of their families would be
left out too. As it was originally proposed, this bill was
really quite doctrinaire, and as we have heard from the
member for Lyndhurst, there was enormous angst about
what it would do to the rights of children in terms of
family assets.
There are many people in this chamber whose wealth
has come from inheritance and perhaps that inheritance
has also come from the inheritance of their forefathers.
Wills and inheritance are not just a one-off thing. They
are often part of a generational transfer of wealth, life
savings and life accumulations. They are often gifted
not just to one child but also to the generations that
follow them. People often accrue wealth when they go
through toil and hardship not only so that they can pass
it on to one person, one or two spouses or someone else
but also because they want to set up a legacy for future
generations that will follow them. In that sense it is
simply unfair to have a doctrinaire approach that says,

Eventually, as happens to all of us, she died. Lo and
behold, a little-known will, written 30 or 40 years
earlier, came to the fore, and of all her children he had
been was cut out of the will following the disagreement
that took place way back several relationships
beforehand, and that will was never changed. It struck
me that while he never contested that will, he should
have and he had a right to. He certainly had a right to
the assets he put into the house and certainly to a bit of
recognition for having looked after his mother over all
those decades.
In that sense life is complex. We have to have
legislation in this place that recognises the complexity
of those arrangements — not taking a black and white
doctrinaire approach to things but one that is based on
justice and fairness. There are many people in
circumstances, albeit a little bit different to my father’s,
who should have a right to contest a will that they are
not included in and should have the right to articulate
and argue their case in a court. They should have that
right for themselves — he ended up being kicked out of
the house by the family and ended up in a flat
somewhere — but also for their children and the
generations that come after that, because that is the
nature of wills, the nature of inheritance and the nature
of generational concern that many people have.
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I am pleased that this bill has been amended, and that it
has been amended to particularly take into account the
rights of the children of the deceased. In recognising
that, it is good that it will put a stop to a lot of frivolous
cases, but in our view it almost has the balance right.
The legislation will always need to be changed. There
will always be pros and cons, and these issues will
always be contestable. But in this case, the bill as
amended is satisfactory — satisfactory to children, to
the people who make wills, and in terms of fairness to
the way the courts handle the successional issue with
wills.
I hope the bill will provide balance in the way wills,
assets and inheritance are handled in the future. With
those brief comments I commend the bill, with the
amendments agreed to in the upper house, to the
chamber.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Angus) — Order! I
call the member for Northcote.
Mr Burgess — And what a good member she is.
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — I thank the
member for Hastings for that very generous remark.
I am very pleased to rise to speak in support of the
Justice Legislation Amendment (Succession and
Surrogacy) Bill 2014 that is before the house. As the
shadow Attorney-General has made clear, Labor is not
opposing the bill, although to get to this point I
understand a series of amendments were put forward by
Labor in the upper house, accepted by the
Attorney-General and the government and agreed to.
Those are the circumstances by which Labor finds itself
now in support of the bill.
The bill amends the Administration and Probate Act
1958, the Wills Act 1997 and the Status of Children
Act 1974, and makes consequential amendments to
other acts. The purpose of the bill is to deal with
matters arising from surrogacy arrangements, and to
also make some changes to the way succession or wills
are dealt with.
With respect to surrogacy, you would have to have
been living under a rock for the last few months not to
know that there is going to be a need for more
consideration of surrogacy laws. No doubt this house
will have to deal with issues arising from surrogacy
arrangements, because what is happening in other
jurisdictions around the world is having an impact on
some Australian kids and communities and our laws
will need to reflect those arrangements and support
those who enter into surrogacy arrangements to expand
their families.
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The bill amends the Status of Children Act in a
straightforward way so that a child who is born under a
surrogacy arrangement will no longer be presumed to
be the child of the surrogate and instead will be
recognised as the child of the commissioning parents,
with the commissioning parents automatically being
presumed to be the parents of the child, as opposed to
the existing arrangement.
Key definitions and registration processes are also
changed in order to allow for the recognition of
surrogacy arrangements that are taking place in other
states and territories to try to bring Victoria into line
with other jurisdictions in Australia. The bill also
amends the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration
Act 1996 to ensure that commissioning parents can
obtain a birth certificate naming a child of a surrogacy
arrangement. I cannot imagine a more horrendous
circumstance than trying to register a child arising from
a surrogacy arrangement and not being able to make it
plain who the parents of the child are. It is also critically
important for the child that the circumstances by which
the child is being supported within a family are made
plain.
With respect to succession, wills, family assets and the
like, the changes that were proposed in the initial bill
sought to create a very small class of people who could
inherit, or contest a will if they were left out. In our
view, and in the view of a range of stakeholders in the
wider community, this class of people was way too
small and the provisions way too restrictive. To the
shadow Attorney-General’s credit, after examining the
bill and talking to stakeholders and the wider
community, it quickly became crystal clear to him that
some individuals were going to be severely
disadvantaged by what was being proposed by the
Attorney-General and by the Liberal government. The
standout clause, which removed the right to contest a
will if you were over 18 and no longer dependent on the
deceased, was very unfair and did not reflect the
complex family arrangements and sorts of issues that
can arise from wills.
I am not for a moment suggesting that reform in this
space is not warranted or needed. I am sure members in
this house have dealt with some very complicated
arrangements arising from the passing of a family
member and the sorts of challenges that posed for a
grieving family and the like. To then have the added
restriction that was proposed in the initial bill would
have made those challenging circumstances even more
difficult for people facing such a tough time in their
lives.
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To give an example of how clearly inadequate the
restrictive model relating to the class of people would
have been if the original bill had been left unamended,
if an adult child was living with, say, her grandmother
because her mother had mental health issues and the
mother passed away without leaving any provision for
the child, because the child was not dependent on her
mother at the time of her death she would not have been
eligible to make a claim for family provision. Clearly
that is not a circumstance that anyone in this house
would have wanted to see realised.
Another example brought to my attention was where a
legal firm acted for an only child whose mum had left
the whole of her estate to a children’s charity. She had
been very close to her mum until she revealed that her
father had sexually abused her as a teenager. Sadly, as
is so often the case, her mum did not believe her and
she disowned her and consequently disinherited her.
Ironically the mother obviously did not seek to correct
any of this but left everything to a children’s charity.
The daughter then had to live on an aged pension. If we
had not addressed this problem in the legislation,
people like her would have been left out permanently.
If the provisions had remained as they originally
appeared in the bill, clearly that woman would not have
any opportunity to challenge those arrangements and
get her situation addressed.
I have never been in the unfortunate circumstance of
having to contest a will. I am fortunate in that sense. In
my family we live and play pretty hard, so when we
pass on there is not much left to fight over. We have
never found ourselves in that situation. But that is not to
say that I have not seen it occurring among friends and
members of the community I represent and heard
stories about some pretty ferocious battles going on. I
appreciate that the Attorney-General is trying to address
some of these more complex and at times debilitating
disputes between family members; however, clearly the
changes that were originally proposed went way too far.
It is a credit to the shadow Attorney-General that he
addressed these concerns. I have to say it is also a credit
to the Attorney-General that he accepted those
concerns, considered the amendment that the shadow
Attorney-General proposed and enabled those
amendments to go through the upper house. No doubt
those amendments made the bill significantly better
than the bill that was first proposed by the
Attorney-General.
The bill now before us is an amended form of the one
originally presented in the Assembly. As the shadow
Attorney-General has made clear, Labor now has no
opposition to the bill in its current form. I hope the bill
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will do what it is clearly intended to do and make some
clarifications, particularly with respect to surrogacy,
and in that regard it is welcomed. I commend the bill to
the house.
Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — I rise with
pleasure to speak to the bill on the basis that the
amendments to the bill, and particularly the one sought
by the shadow Attorney-General to remove dependency
and age restrictions as eligibility requirements in
relation to family provision claims by children and
stepchildren, were accepted, and of course we will not
be opposing the bill.
The Justice Legislation Amendment (Succession and
Surrogacy) Bill 2014 amends the Administration and
Probate Act 1958, the Wills Act 1997, the Trustee
Companies Act 1984, the Status of Children Act 1974
and the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act
1996. The bill also includes minor and consequential
amendments to the Status of Children Act 1974, the
Trustee Companies Act 1984 and the Wills Act 1997.
The aim of the bill is to ensure that Victorian
succession laws operate justly, fairly and in accordance
with community expectations in relation to the way that
property is dealt with after a person dies. The bill as it
stands now, after having been amended in the other
place, reflects community sentiments, expectations and
standards, and therefore we will not oppose it.
Another aim of the bill is to allow for recognition of
commissioning parents of a child born in Victoria under
a surrogacy arrangement for the purposes of birth
registration where the child was conceived in another
Australian state or territory and a corresponding
surrogacy arrangement of parentage order has been
obtained from the other state or territory.
By way of background, in 2012 the Attorney-General
asked the Victorian Law Reform Commission (VLRC)
to review Victoria’s succession laws. The VLRC
produced the Succession Laws report, which was tabled
in Parliament in October 2013. The bill implements a
number of recommendations from that report.
The Law Institute of Victoria (LIV) had expressed a
position on the bill as it was originally presented in the
Assembly, stating that the amendments would go too
far or far beyond what the Victorian Law Reform
Commission had recommended. At that time, before
the amendments were sought in the Council and agreed
to and accepted, the requirements were too strict and
would have left most children unable to contest a will
because they were not dependants at the time of the
testator’s death. Testators would have been able too
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easily to avoid responsibility for their adult children,
stepchildren and grandchildren. Not surprisingly,
therefore, the LIV gave four examples of adult children
who would have been disadvantaged by the original
amendments in the bill.

changes were agreed to. This is a good example of
government and opposition working for the benefit of
the community and endeavouring to reflect community
expectations and sentiments. It worked well, and we
welcome that.

These are important examples. I am certainly glad that
we will now be able to avoid those difficulties. The first
example given was that of a farmer with three
daughters and one son who left his property to his son,
making no provision for his daughters. They would
have had no right to make a claim unless they were
financially dependent on their father at the time of his
death. That important factor has now been addressed in
the bill. I think it strikes the right balance now, and that
is why we support this provision.

Clause 10, which sought to create release of rights
agreements as a means to circumvent family provision,
has, as I understand from the briefings I have received,
now been removed. It is a step in the right direction. I
reiterate that important changes have been made to the
legislation to incorporate the amendments that the
shadow Attorney-General and the Labor opposition
sought to make. By our standards and those of the LIV
the original bill went far beyond the recommendations
of the Victorian Law Reform Commission. However,
that is not the case now, and we welcome that. The
eligibility requirements in the original bill were too
strict and would have left a lot of adult children unable
to contest a will because they were not dependants at
the time of the testator’s death.

The second example provided by the LIV, which I
think is worth putting on the record, is that of a
19-year-old youth, living away from home and
unemployed, who could not make a claim because he
was not financially dependent on his parents, although
he could not get a job. That would have been another
unfortunate situation that we concede would have been
unintended, but effectively that would have been the
case. I am glad the matter has now been addressed.
A third example is that of an adult child living with her
grandmother because her mother had mental health
issues. The mother died but did not leave any provision
for the child. As the child was not dependent on her
mother at the time of death, she would not have been
eligible to make a claim for family provision. These are
some examples that the LIV provided of what would
have occurred under the provisions of the bill originally
introduced in this place. It is good that these matters
have now been addressed.
To use another example, a woman is not financially
dependent on her father when he dies, leaving the
majority of his estate to a charity. Hypothetically, she is
diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease shortly after his
death and is unable to work. She would not be able to
make a claim for family provision as she would not be
wholly or partially dependent on him at the date of his
death. These are examples that were provided by the
LIV. For these reasons Labor sought to amend the bill
to remove dependency and age restrictions as eligibility
requirements in relation to family provision claims by
children and stepchildren.
I commend the important work done by the shadow
Attorney-General. As I understand it, important
negotiations around the legislation took place in the
Legislative Council. The legislation as it is presented to
the Legislative Assembly shows that the suggested

We welcome the legislation as it is now presented to
the Assembly, and with these remarks I wish this bill a
speedy passage.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — This bill
addresses life and death issues that are controversial
and contested. The journey of the Justice Legislation
Amendment (Succession and Surrogacy) Bill 2014
through this Parliament has been contentious and has
provoked a strong response from the legal fraternity. A
key issue that was raised with me directly was that there
are cases which demonstrate that no-one is really in a
position to prejudice what type of person can bring a
claim for further provision from an estate, and injustices
can result from that issue.
The case that was brought to my attention was Lorraine
Dawn Thompson & Ors v. Malcolm Bruce MacDonald
& Ors, which was heard in the Supreme Court of
Victoria in April 2013. I was informed that there was an
issue about the maintenance of the testator’s family and
an application was brought by a former daughter-in-law
and the adult grandchildren of the deceased. The issues
included whether the deceased had a responsibility to
provide for the applicant’s maintenance and support,
whether a wise and just testator in the position of the
deceased would have made provision for the applicants
and whether the deceased had a moral obligation to
make provision for the adult grandchildren.
Other issues related to the contribution of the former
daughter-in-law to the welfare of the deceased, the
contribution of the former daughter-in-law to the
maintenance and building up of the deceased estate and
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the intellectual disability of the adult grandchildren. I
will not go into the finer details of this case. It is easy to
look up. It was a significant case that went to what is a
right and just response in regard to how we achieve a
balance on these issues.
As other speakers have noted, the Law Institute of
Victoria (LIV) put up some provisions and nominated
propositions. For example, a 19-year-old youth living
away from home and unemployed would not be able to
make a claim because he was not financially dependent
on the parent, although he might not be able to get a
job. This is the difference between what is meant by
legal definitions of intent and the reality of people’s
circumstances. Another example was of an adult child
living with her grandmother because her mother has
mental health issues. The mother dies but does not
leave any provision for the child. As she was not
dependent on her mother at the time of death, she is not
eligible to make a claim for family provision.
Another example cited was of an adult woman who
was not financially dependent on her father when he
dies, leaving the majority of the estate to a charity.
Shortly after his death, she is diagnosed with
Parkinson’s disease and is unable to work. She would
be unable to make a claim for family provision as she is
not wholly or partially dependent on him at the date of
his death. These are examples that were brought to the
attention of the opposition and the government by the
LIV and, as I explained, from a legal practitioner who
contacted me to raise his concerns about the bill.
What has happened — and this is an example of where
the parties in the Parliament can work well together —
is that these issues have been brought to the attention of
the government by the member for Lyndhurst, the
shadow Attorney-General. The government has
listened, the Attorney-General has responded and
amendments have now gone through the upper house.
That is an example of the Parliament working in a
constructive manner to get a good result, and it leaves
Labor in a position to not oppose this legislation in the
final week of the 57th Parliament.
That is the journey regarding that part of the bill. The
other part of the bill goes to the vexed issue of
surrogacy. This has been highly controversial.
Obviously when surrogacy began there was enormous
goodwill; we had family members acting as surrogates,
and surrogacy was seen to be quite a benign
proposition. But we are increasingly seeing a
commercial aspect come into play, and there are now
major concerns about what is happening in this area,
particularly overseas. Recently a former Chief Justice
of the Family Court of Australia, Alastair Nicholson,
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raised the suggestion that police checks be conducted
on parents who wish to bring babies born overseas by
surrogacy into Australia. Mr Nicholson called for an
emergency review of surrogacy laws after it emerged
that a New South Wales father had been charged with
sexually abusing his twins, who were born by
commercial surrogacy in Thailand.
Surrogacy has evolved from a noble cause position —
people trying to help, particularly within families — to
cases being highlighted recently in the media going to
the issue of commercialisation, indicating that
surrogacy has changed, particularly overseas, and the
possible results of that. Potential child abuse and other
issues are concerns, and there needs to be a national
view taken on how we deal with them as a nation. One
person who has been an advocate calling for change is
Kajsa Ekis Ekman. She came to the Victorian
Parliament, and I discussed a few of these issues with
her directly. In an article in the Australian on Thursday,
4 September, headlined ‘Former Family Court judge
urges police checks in surrogacy cases’, she stated:
If nobody’s prosecuting, then they’re giving the green light …
The government is also helping people to bring back their
babies now that Thailand has put a ban on commercial
surrogacy. Does that mean the government actually goes
against its own law?

The overseas surrogacy issue is fraught. There are now
real concerns that have been brought to the attention of
the public by the media. For us as legislators, this issue
is contentious, and for the sake of the children, who
must be our highest priority, it needs to be addressed at
a national level.
This bill amends the Status of Children Act 1975 so
that a child born under a surrogacy arrangement will no
longer be presumed to be the child of the surrogate and
will be recognised as the child of the commissioning
parents. Key definitions and registration processes are
changed in order to allow for recognition of surrogacy
arrangements in other states and territories. The Births,
Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1996 is
amended to ensure that the commissioning parents can
obtain a birth certificate for the naming of the child of a
surrogacy arrangement. Once a surrogacy parentage
order has been made, the registrar will be required to
amend the birth registration, naming the commissioning
parents as the child’s parents. This bill has gone
through a number of changes. In its original state it was
not a bill that the Labor Party could support, but we
have watched it evolve, the amendments have been
accepted and we are now in a position not to oppose
this bill. On that basis I commend the bill to the house.
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Ms HUTCHINS (Keilor) — I rise to speak on the
Justice Legislation Amendment (Succession and
Surrogacy) Bill 2014. I want to acknowledge the
acceptance of the amendments proposed by the Labor
Party and put on the record that there is no longer any
opposition to the bill. In effect the aim of the bill is to
ensure that the Victorian succession laws operate justly,
fairly and in accordance with community expectations
in relation to the way property is dealt with after a
person dies. The bill also allows for recognition of
commissioning parents of a newborn in Victoria under
surrogacy arrangements for the purposes of birth
registration where the child was conceived in another
Australian state or territory and a corresponding
surrogacy parentage order has been obtained from the
state or territory, which is a much more common event
then many of us realise.
The bill creates new classes of people who are eligible
to apply for family provision. The first five these are:
(a) a spouse or domestic partner of the deceased; (b) a
child, including an adopted child, of the deceased who
at the time of the deceased’s death is under the age of
18 or a full-time student between 18 and 25 years old,
or who has a disability; (c) a stepchild or child of a
domestic partner, under the same criteria as for
children; (d) a person treated as a natural child of the
deceased for a substantial period, under the same
criteria as for children; or (e) a former spouse of
domestic partner who would have been able to
commence divorce and/or spousal maintenance
proceedings at the time of the deceased’s death.
This is something I feel strongly about in considering
this legislation because I have a complex family myself.
This sort of legislation might be enacted in the future
for my situation. From having done a recent survey of
my constituents, I know that there are many in my
electorate who have new arrangements as families, as
many of us refer to them. When a lot of us are asked,
‘What have been the biggest changes in our society
over the last generation or the last two generations?’,
we often refer to technology, but I would say that one
of the biggest changes in our society has been around
the structures of families, the recognition of blended
families in particular, and the changes that have
occurred in open society in recognising the differences
in families.
In my own circumstances my parents divorced when I
was quite young. I now have a stepfather and two
stepsisters, whom I love dearly. As I have a father who
remarried, I also have a stepmother and three
stepsiblings from that relationship as well. Then it goes
on to get more complex with my own marriage. I have
six children, one of whom is my own and five of whom
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are my stepchildren I inherited on the day of my
marriage: Lauren, Julia, Michael, Georgia and
Madeleine. I did not expect that at any stage of my life,
particularly at the age of 40, I would inherit, along with
a marriage, many stepgrandchildren. In the last four
years they have boomed from one grandchild to an
expected sixth grandchild before Christmas. That goes
to show just how complex families can be. That is not
what you would expect when you fall in love with
somebody, but that is an example of the way that
families are structured today.
I think there is more and more recognition of those
types of arrangements in blended families. Most of us
would like to think — I know I do in my circumstances
with my family — that love will rule everything in
matters involving sadness and that when someone
passes on, everything will be sorted out with logic and
love. Unfortunately that is not the case, and for some
families this does not happen. When this does not
happen, you need the law to step in.
I refer to that part of the legislation that refers to small
estates. The bill amends the law in relation to small
estates so that money and personal property valued at
up to $25 000, as indexed, can be transferred without a
requirement for the production of grants of
representation. An executor of an estate valued at up to
$100 000, as indexed, will be able to seek aid from the
registrar of probates or a registrar of the Magistrates
Court. The bill also contains some amendments that go
to the depth of the Wills Act 1997 and amend the
authorised wills scheme. The bill amends the Wills Act
so that applications under section 21 of the act no
longer require leave of a court. Section 21 allows for
the making of a court authorised will for a person who
does not have testamentary capacity.
There is also the issue of surrogacy, which has become
more of a commonplace issue in our society. Many on
this side of Parliament have spoken eloquently on this
issue. The bill amends the Status of Children Act 1974
so that a child born under a surrogacy arrangement will
no longer be presumed to be the child of a surrogate
and will be recognised as the child of the
commissioning parents. It changes key definitions in
registration processes in order to allow for the
recognition of surrogacy arrangements taking place in
other states and territories.
The bill also amends the Births, Deaths and Marriages
Registration Act 1996 to ensure that commissioning
parents can obtain a birth certificate for the naming of a
child of a surrogacy arrangement. Once a surrogacy
parenting order has been made, the registrar will require
the amendment of birth registration, naming the
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commissioning parents as the child’s parents. Having a
few friends who in the last few years have undergone
the experience of using a surrogate as they have not
been able to have children themselves, I highly
commend the bill to the house and acknowledge the
good work and the acceptance of the amendments.
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — I support the bill
before the house, but there are certainly a number of
aspects that will probably need to be looked at in the
future, especially those concerning wills.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McIntosh) —
Order! The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

TAFE financial data
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — I raise an issue for the
Minister for Higher Education and Skills regarding the
current financial status of TAFE institutes. Given that
TAFE annual reports for 2014 are not being tabled in
this Parliament, I ask the minister to publicly release a
formal statement of the half-yearly financial state of
each of Victoria’s TAFE institutes prior to the
beginning of the caretaker period. In doing so I ask that
the minister table a formal statement rather than a
glossy publication full of government spin and written
by highly paid public relations consultants, as was the
case with the latest Victorian training market report.
I call on the minister, in tabling a report on the finances
of TAFEs, to confirm whether Melbourne Polytechnic,
formerly NMIT, is still in a dire financial situation in
2014 following its $31 million loss last year and its
$19 million bailout from the government; whether
Holmesglen TAFE is in deficit again this year after last
year posting only its second loss in 30 years; and
whether Federation Training in Gippsland is delivering
less than $25 million worth of training this year, down
from the $70 million that its forerunners GippsTAFE
and Advance TAFE delivered in 2012. In an area of
high unemployment and low education completion
levels such as Gippsland, the minister needs to
comment on the fact that the combined entity of the two
Gippsland TAFEs this year is only one-third of the size
of those two TAFEs in 2012. Furthermore there is
widespread concern and speculation that it is heading to
a $20 million deficit this year.
I also ask whether Box Hill Institute of TAFE has lost
all of its senior management following the political
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sacking of its board chair. The minister needs to
confirm whether the situation is so bleak that the Box
Hill institute is now planning to deliver training in
Lilydale out of a shipping container in a former car
yard. I ask if it is correct that Swinburne University of
Technology, which delivered between $125 million and
$140 million of vocational training only a few years
ago, is now delivering less than $70 million worth of
training and is rationalising its delivery of training.
I ask whether the third-party brokerage of the Goulburn
Ovens Institute of TAFE has collapsed and it is now
looking at a substantial loss; whether the financial
situation of the Sunraysia Institute of TAFE is declining
and it is making a loss this year after posting a small
profit last year; whether South West Institute of TAFE
in the Premier’s own electorate is looking at further
losses this year after it posted a $3 million loss and
closed its Glenormiston campus last year; and whether
Gordon TAFE in Geelong is facing a further massive
drop in revenue this year after losing $13 million of its
surplus last year.
If the minister is so confident of his rhetoric that things
are rosy in the TAFE system he should put his money
where his mouth is and release the data and prove
everyone in the industry wrong. If he is not prepared to
do so, if he uses weasel words and weasel excuses for
not releasing the current financial data on TAFE, then
all Victorians will know that his rhetoric and the
rhetoric of this government is nothing more than
fabricated spin.

St Kilda tram super-stop
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — The matter I
wish to raise tonight is for the Minister for Public
Transport. The action I seek is for the minister to
review the proposed construction of a tram super-stop
on Fitzroy Street between Grey Street and Princes
Street. I ask the minister to consider postponing the
plans for the construction of this proposed super-stop to
allow for further consultation with traffic experts and
local traders to ensure that construction does not have a
detrimental effect on traffic conditions in the street or
on the local general economy.
The Napthine government has invested heavily in
public transport, and the St Kilda area is no exception.
The route 96 project has seen improved infrastructure
and the introduction of the new Dandenong-built
E-class trams, greatly improving tram travel for
residents and tourists alike. The super-stop proposes to
service route 16 trams. Residents, traders and the local
primary school have raised concerns regarding the
proposed location of the super-stop and its impact on
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traffic flow, traffic congestion, patronage of local
businesses and the safety of those entering and exiting
the school.
The Liberal candidate for Albert Park, Shannon Eeles,
has spoken with a large number of local residents,
traders and members of the school community who
have expressed their concerns. Ms Eeles has been
working hard to ensure that the voices of all community
members are heard and responded to. Local traders,
residents and the school community feel that traffic
studies previously undertaken have not accurately
reflected the level of traffic in the area, particularly
during the summer months, thus underestimating the
impact on the livability, safety and desirability of the
street. The many members of the community
expressing concern over the super-stop have gone to
great lengths to explain that it is not the tram stop they
are opposed to but simply its location. An alternative
location for the tram stop has been suggested.
It is the members of the community who live and work
in the local area each and every day who best know
these roads and traffic movements. It is these traders,
residents and the school community who will have to
live with the consequences of the new stop. If there are
significant concerns about previous traffic studies, both
Shannon Eeles and myself feel that these views should
be seriously considered.
We ask the minister to further review this matter.
Fitzroy Street is a very important retail strip which is a
hub and a key area. We want to make sure the precinct
is protected, that it continues to grow and service its
community and most importantly that the retail hub is
not adversely impacted by effectively removing a
laneway and causing more traffic congestion in the
area. I ask the minister to consider this matter and see
what can be done to ensure there is a proper review.

Centreway–Milleara Road, Keilor East,
pedestrian crossing
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crossing located at Clarks Road, hundreds of metres
away. Residents are forced to choose either a long
detour or a dangerous jaywalk through traffic to cross
Milleara Road. The situation is made worse by the high
number of elderly residents who live in this area and for
whom crossing four lanes of traffic is a major concern.
This issue has garnered significant local attention.
Community groups have regularly raised the issue,
including the local Neighbourhood Watch, East Keilor
Sustainability Street Community Garden and the
Centreway Traders Association whose members
depend almost entirely on local pedestrians for
business. Moonee Valley City Council is also in favour
of the project.
More than 500 local residents have signed a petition
calling for a crossing, while local papers have reported
on the issue with headlines such as ‘East Keilor
crossing delay pushes residents away’ in the Moonee
Valley Weekly of 10 March 2012 and ‘Resident groups
double-crossed’ in the same publication on 7 June
2011. A further article entitled ‘A cross to bear for
residents’ was published in the Moonee Valley Leader
of 14 November 2011.
Given the importance of this crossing to the amenity
and safety of the Keilor East community, I call on the
minister to seriously consider bringing funding forward
for this project and for it to be built as soon as possible.
I appreciate the minister’s attention to this request. I
have spoken to him on several occasions and he has
also written to my predecessor on this matter. Finally, I
take this opportunity to extend an invitation to the
minister to come and inspect the site and meet with the
many concerned residents, traders and community
groups in Keilor East. Time is of the essence; we
cannot wait any longer. This project is greatly needed in
the Keilor East community.

Yarck community infrastructure

Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) — I raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Roads. The action I seek is
that he provide an update on when the pedestrian
crossing on Milleara Road at the Centreway shopping
centre in Keilor East will be funded.

Dr SYKES (Benalla) — It gives me great pleasure
to call upon the Minister for State Development, who is
also the Minister for Regional and Rural Development,
the Deputy Premier and the Leader of The Nationals, to
support a bid by the Yarck community for funding for
infrastructure upgrades in that community.

The Centreway shopping centre, located to the east of
Milleara Road, is a major hub for the Keilor East
community with a range of small businesses and
services, such as a post office, located within it, yet
more than 1000 residents who live west of Milleara
Road remain cut off from this complex because there is
no pedestrian crossing on Milleara Road other than the

As my colleague the member for Seymour, who is
sitting next to me, knows full well, Yarck is on the
Maroondah Highway between Merton and Murrindindi
and Molesworth. It is a beautiful part of the world, with
a small, strong community of a few hundred people. It
is a community that people going up to the beautiful
snowfields on Mount Buller and Mount Stirling often
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pop into for a cup of coffee. It has a number of
businesses including the Yarck General Store, the
Giddy Goat Cafe — not the billy goat but the Giddy
Goat — and the Yarck Hotel as well as tearooms and a
bookstore for those who are literate and might like to
enjoy a quiet read on the way through.
We also have a number of businesses there that
generate a lot of money for the local economy,
including Keath’s Excavations. There are various other
community facilities, such as a recreation reserve and a
war memorial. There is a hall at which the member for
Seymour joined me to announce a sizeable grant from
the Regional Growth Fund for the upgrade of that hall.
The Nationals, in coalition with the Liberals, have
delivered substantially for our communities in this area.
I am seeking further support for our communities. For
Yarck this would mean funding for projects that would
involve further landscaping of the area and the
placement of some outdoor furniture so that people can
sit quietly, sip their lattes and watch the bikes go by on
the Great Victorian Rail Trail. Yarck is one of the key
locations on that trail, which is a magnificent connector
between Mansfield in the high country through Yea and
Alexandra to Tallarook. All of these things are there for
people to visit. If we can put in place this infrastructure,
with landscaping, furniture, signage and pathways to
connect the businesses and facilities, we will have an
even more vibrant community that locals will be
pleased to call home and that visitors will be pleased to
call into to have a coffee or a scone and jam or just
generally enjoy the beautiful landscape.
Along with my colleague the member for Seymour and
another good colleague, Jim Child, The Nationals
candidate for the area, I seek the support of the minister
to help kick this little community along.

Office of Housing accommodation
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) — I wish to raise a
matter for the Minister for Housing. The action I seek is
for the minister to make available adequate Office of
Housing accommodation for residents who are doing it
tough. I wish to advise the minister of some very
anxious residents who are begging for housing and who
have found themselves hitting a brick wall when
contacting the minister’s office and department.
Dimitrios and Antonia Antaras are aged pensioners
who are seeking urgent Office of Housing
accommodation. Unfortunately Mr Antaras has been
diagnosed with urinary bladder tumours. He also
suffers from poor physical and mental health, including
chronic anxiety, neurosis and depression. Mr Antaras’s

3665

physical and mental health issues have been confirmed
by his general practitioner, and the minister’s office and
department have been provided with copies of the
relevant letters.
Ms Despina Lagogiannis has been seeking an urgent
transfer from her current inappropriate Office of
Housing accommodation. Her general practitioner has
stated that she suffers from severe anxiety and
depression and that her current Office of Housing
accommodation is simply not suitable.
Ms Lagogiannis’s physical and mental health has been
confirmed by her general practitioner. The minister’s
office and her department have been provided with
copies of the relevant letters.
Ms Nina Davidov and her two children are moving
from couch to couch, living in various places.
Ms Davidov is suffering from poor mental health. She
has ongoing psychotherapy with a psychologist and
mental health counselling with a mental health nurse on
a frequent basis. Ms Davidov’s GP and psychologists
clearly state that the lack of secure housing is
detrimental to her health and her children’s health.
Ms Davidov’s physical and mental health have been
confirmed by her GP. The minister’s office and her
department have been provided with copies of the
relevant letters.
In Ms Konstantinos Diazikis and Ms Melinda Jackson
we also see a pattern of physical and mental health.
Ms Diazikis is suffering from depression, anxiety,
hypertension, angina, coronary artery disease,
hyperlipidaemia, aneurysm, asthma and post-traumatic
stress disorder, to name just a few health issues. When
my office calls the Minister for Housing’s office in
relation to letters — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McIntosh) —
Order! The member’s time has expired.

Bentleigh electorate schools
Ms MILLER (Bentleigh) — I raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Education. The action I
seek is that the minister advise me of the government’s
forthcoming plans for schools in the Bentleigh
electorate. Of all the schools in the Bentleigh electorate
there are two secondary and nine primary state
government schools. Each school has a strong sense of
community, which I have witnessed firsthand due to
my involvement with each school since being elected in
2010. In the opposition’s 11 years in office it
continually failed to acknowledge the growing
demands of schools in the Bentleigh electorate.

ADJOURNMENT
3666

ASSEMBLY

As the sitting state member I understand how important
it is for children to have good learning environments in
schools in order to provide for the community’s future.
Residents in my electorate see that I am delivering to
build a better Bentleigh and a better Victoria. I
understand the needs of my local schools and have
already delivered funding for major works at
Coatesville, Valkstone and Southmoor primary schools,
and I have secured funding for Bentleigh Secondary
College and McKinnon Secondary College under a
re-elected Napthine government. I understand that these
improvements and upgrades to local schools will
deliver a high level of education for students in my
electorate, and I am proud to be delivering for students
and families now and in the future.
Since coming to office I have been a strong advocate
for local schools. I have listened to students, teachers,
principals and families in my electorate and fought hard
for funding for school upgrades. The Napthine coalition
government has listened and is delivering for the
Bentleigh community.
Last Monday the Premier and I were proud to announce
funding for McKinnon Secondary College and
Bentleigh Secondary College under a re-elected
Napthine government. McKinnon Secondary College is
a years 7 to 12 coeducational school with a current
population of approximately 1850 students. The
college, founded in 1954, has developed a proud
reputation for academic excellence. It is consistently
one of the best performing non-selective government
schools in Victoria, and it is located within an area that
is experiencing substantial population growth, which is
fuelling continued growth in annual enrolments.
Bentleigh Secondary College is a state government
secondary school of nearly 900 students, where
sustainability and wellbeing are the focus and driving
force for the school’s teaching and learning programs.
Our children are our future, and they deserve the
absolute best start in life. A re-elected Napthine
coalition government will deliver upgraded facilities for
students in the Bentleigh electorate. Education is of
utmost importance to the many families that reside in
the Bentleigh electorate, and the action I seek is that the
minister advise me of the government’s plans to
improve and upgrade schools in the Bentleigh
electorate.

Kingston City Council mayor
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — My adjournment
matter is for the attention of the Minister for Local
Government, and the action I seek is that the Local
Government Investigations and Compliance
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Inspectorate investigate the false claims made against
numerous council staff and the subsequent excessive
waste of over $30 000 of ratepayers money spent on
investigations triggered by false allegations made by
Paul Peulich, the mayor of Kingston City Council.
In the time that Paul Peulich has been the mayor of
Kingston he has made allegation upon allegation
against council staff and officers. With each allegation
against a council officer an investigation has had to be
initiated by the council CEO in accordance with the
employees code of conduct. This has meant that
Maddocks lawyers have been contracted to investigate
each complaint. As an example, Mr Mark Hayes from
Maddocks was contracted to investigate one of these
baseless claims with the following fees: on 31 July,
$354 plus GST; on 27 August, $2714 plus GST; and on
11 September, $1593 plus GST. That is a total of over
$5127, including GST, for investigating only one of
these moronic complaints. What an absolute waste of
money Mayor Peulich has forced upon the council and
its long-suffering ratepayers.
What does the report conclude about this baseless,
idiotic complaint? It states:
In the circumstances, I cannot find the complaint is proven. I
therefore recommend that no further action be taken in
respect of the complaint …

It further states:
It was just that some recollections are imperfect and that
others vary so considerably as to make any finding about
outcome practically impossible.

This has happened time and again, with staff being
falsely accused and bullied by Paul Peulich, the mayor
of Kingston. The bullying and false allegations made by
this mayor, which have wasted over $30 000 of
ratepayers money, have forced the resignation of two of
the excellent staff of Kingston council. This is
outrageous and an abuse of his position. He has also
made allegations against federal members of Parliament
that have also been found to be expensive witch-hunts
and further wastes of council time, money and
resources.
This bloke is out of control. He is bullying and making
allegations against very good, long-term officers and
staff of Kingston council. It is an absolute travesty
when there is pressure on kindergartens and other
council services that he is running to Maddocks and
making the ratepayers of Kingston pay for his
outrageous allegations. All I can say is: like mother,
like son.
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Everton community hub and Oxley tourism
facility
Mr McCURDY (Murray Valley) — I would like to
raise a matter for the Minister for Regional and Rural
Development and Deputy Premier, and the action I seek
is funding for a community hub in Everton. The
Nationals in coalition are very proud to represent
regional Victoria. Through the $1 billion Regional
Growth Fund, which has funded some 1650 projects,
we are very proud that we have supported many of the
major centres in our communities throughout regional
Victoria. For me, they are places like Wangaratta,
Myrtleford, Bright and Yarrawonga.
The thing we are most proud of is that we do not forget
the small communities — communities like Everton.
Everton consists of a pub, a small school, a shop, a
small community hall and of course the Country Fire
Authority station that I opened just a couple of years
ago, which is the lifeblood of the community.
The coalition really does understand our rural
communities like Everton and like Oxley, just up the
road. Everton is predominantly a farming community
halfway between Wangaratta and Myrtleford. We all
know that gathering places are very important for our
communities, small and large, for the good times and
the not-so-good times. We are seeking an upgrade to
this facility, and it would certainly be well received by
the community of Everton.
Oxley is also a small community. It is just up the road,
10 kilometres out of Wangaratta, next to Milawa. It is
fine wine country. You might know that, Acting
Speaker, with Brown Brothers winery and many others
just up the road. There are some tremendous wineries
and some tremendous agricultural properties in that
region on Snow Road. Like Everton, Oxley is a vibrant
community. Visitor numbers are high as tourists go
through Oxley to the snow on Snow Road, and now
there is cycling all through the summer period. The
Alpine Shire Council experiences 10 per cent of its
tourism as cycle tourism because of the 250 kilometres
of trails and tracks on the Murray to Mountains Rail
Trail. I have lobbied for some time now for a multi-use
tourism facility in Oxley for locals and tourists. I
certainly hope the minister can look favourably on
Oxley and Everton and assist us in the development of
the community hub and the tourism facility.
There are 1650 Regional Growth Fund projects, and I
would like to see 1652. It would be ideal if these small
communities were given the opportunity to expand
their gathering places and have more room for tourists.
Regional Victoria is a great place to raise a family,
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work and live, and where possible we like to support
large and small communities. As I said, Brown
Brothers winery is just up the road and it is a terrific
supporter of the local community. I seek the minister’s
support on this matter.

Bellarine golf clubs water charges
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine) — The matter I raise is
for the Minister for Water, and the action I seek is that
the minister work urgently with representatives of
Bellarine Peninsula and shire of Surf Coast golf clubs
and Barwon Water to establish a transition arrangement
to enable the clubs to manage the price increase for
recycled water. Five not-for-profit golf clubs in
Bellarine and in the shire of Surf Coast have been hit
hard by the recent price increases for recycled water.
The five clubs — Portarlington Golf Club, Barwon
Heads Golf Club, Anglesea Golf Club, The Sands in
Torquay and Thirteenth Beach Golf Links — use
C-class recycled water to maintain their greens and
fairways. Obviously well-maintained courses are
essential for any golf club, and access to affordable
water is now a basic component of running any
successful golf club.
The Barwon Water 2013–18 water plan significantly
increased the cost to clubs of C-class recycled water, in
some cases by up to 300 per cent. In the case of
Thirteenth Beach, this means an increase from $165 per
megalitre to $426 per megalitre, an annual increase
from $36 000 to $93 000. The price increase is highly
significant for these clubs. It is worth noting that if this
water was not being sold, it would go into the sea.
The clubs are not seeking and never have sought to
have the rates reduced. They are asking for a detailed
explanation of the level of investment by Barwon
Water in C-class water recycling, taking into account
the cost of normal sewage treatment infrastructure and
what phasing and transitional arrangements would be
offered to clubs to assist in managing the significant
price increases. The clubs met in December last year
with Barwon Water to request this information as well
as information about what infrastructure has been built
with the over $4 million investment Barwon Water
claims to have made.
The clubs believe that Barwon Water is legally
obligated to provide this information under the water
price review process. Despite repeated requests from
the clubs, they have not received any information about
transitional arrangements from Barwon Water.
Thirteenth Beach Golf Links met with the minister on
26 June this year and had a clear understanding that it
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would hear further from the minister. Unfortunately
there has been no word from the minister to date.
It has been estimated that golf clubs in Geelong and on
the Bellarine and the Surf Coast will be $100 000 per
annum worse off under the new charges. These are
not-for-profit golf clubs that are widely used and play
an important role in local communities. The clubs also
play an important role in our tourism industry. In fact
next year there will again be the major Victorian open
for men, women and junior participants in February.
This event attracts participants from right across
Australia and also has international media coverage.
These clubs play an important role in providing jobs
locally, in providing recreational and social activities, in
generating future tourism opportunities and selling the
Bellarine and Surf Coast regions across the world. I call
on the minister to act urgently to work with the clubs.
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the other, Doug Clark from Hampton — alerting me to
concerns that they had. These concerns were relayed to
the office of the minister, and I am delighted with the
recent announcement of the trial. It was announced by
the Minister for Public Transport and the member for
Burwood in Burwood recently, where there is a trial
under way.
The action I seek, to reiterate, is for the Minister for
Public Transport to visit the Sandringham electorate to
overview the massive investment on the Frankton line
in signalling, track work, cabling, station improvement,
the screens that provide information to commuters and
security cameras, and to also inspect the outcome of
ideas that in this instance commenced in my electorate
office, alongside the electorate offices of other
members in this place.

Responses
Frankston railway line
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — The matter I
wish to raise is for the attention of the Minister for
Public Transport. The action I seek is for the minister to
visit the Sandringham electorate in the new year to
review the progress of the investment of $115 million
along the Frankston line and also to review the impact
of the trial in relation to the reservation of railway car
parks for public transport commuters. I wish to
highlight that a trial has recently been commenced.
Sometimes an idea commences in an electorate office.
One such example is an occasion in the early 2000s
when I had a constituent whose life had been seriously
impacted by a criminal action — the murder of his
daughter. The question arose as to whether the law in
this state could be reviewed so that a person serving a
current jail term could be questioned while in custody. I
had occasion to ring the Acting Speaker, the member
for Kew, to seek his advice, and he proffered the advice
that he saw no reason why the law could not be
changed. Subsequently the law was changed in the state
of Victoria. As a consequence, over 8000 people have
been questioned while serving custodial sentences,
which has assisted in the resolution of crimes and
provided some finality to the victims of crimes or their
surviving family members.
Likewise, this has occurred in other areas of law
reform. In the present case people have written to my
office drawing my attention to overcrowding in railway
station car parks and the use of those car parks by
people who are not commuters. Often they were people
who were employed on local building sites. There were
wise and reasoned representations to my office — in
the case of one person, Janet Jarc from Highett, and in

Mr RYAN (Minister for State Development) — The
member for Benalla, in what may well be his swan
song in terms of raising matters on the adjournment,
raised with me an issue regarding support under the
$1 billion Regional Growth Fund for a project which is
aimed at rejuvenating the Yarck village hub. As the
house would know, Yarck is regarded as the gateway to
Victoria’s high country. It has a small but growing
population. It attracts a lot of tourists to its famous tea
rooms, as well as to the Great Victorian Rail Trail. The
project the member outlined sounds as though it would
make huge progress in better connecting the key
attractions and facilities in the town, which include the
Yarck hall, the war memorial and the recreation
reserve, as well as enhancing the character of the street.
We are doing a lot of work right across the regions of
Victoria on this issue of streetscapes, and this is
certainly a worthy prospect for Yarck. Creating an
attractive and welcoming town centre is a great thing
for the locals as well as for the people who visit it. I
understand the project is to include landscaping, new
street furniture, better signage and information boards,
which in turn will encourage visits to local attractions.
That is certainly in the nature of the sort of project we
have supported through the fund over the years. For
example, in the Shire of Murrindindi the fund has now
provided $3.3 million to 30 projects, leveraging
$5 million in total investment, including $250 000 for
the Yea shire hall and $247 000 for the Kinglake Park
extension. As is the case with all those that come to the
fund, that application will be carefully assessed.
However, at first blush it seems to be very worthy of
being supported. I commend the member for bringing it
before the house.
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While I am on that issue I congratulate the member on
of some 12 years of distinguished service to this place.
The matter he raises with me tonight reflects the
extraordinary concern he has demonstrated to his
communities over the time he has been in this place. I
wish him well, which I am sure reflects a perspective
that is held throughout his electorate of Benalla.
The member for Murray Valley has raised with me two
local projects in his community, and he is seeking
support under the $1 billion Regional Growth Fund.
The first of the projects is to refurbish the Everton
community hall and to transform it into a local
community and activities hub. As the house would
know, a lot of these community hubs are being built
under our government throughout the regions of the
state. They are superb in their design and the purpose
they are fulfilling. As the member outlined, the hall is
currently used by a range of different local community
groups, and an upgrade to the facilities will enable the
community to make even better use of the building and
to use it for a range of events. The planned project
includes structural works, upgrades to the kitchen and
switchboard, drainage works and accessible parking
and paths. Technology upgrades to the hall will mean it
can be used as a relief centre during emergencies. As
the house will appreciate, that concept is all important
in communities such as those we are now discussing.
This sounds to me to be an excellent local project, and I
am sure the application will receive appropriate
consideration.
The other project the member mentioned is one to
upgrade the infrastructure at the Oxley Recreation
Reserve. Improvements to the reserve will increase its
functionality, creating a spot for local gatherings and
enhancing facilities for tourists. As the member
outlined, the project involves upgrades to the toilet and
shower facilities, increased undercover space for events
and electrical upgrades to the pavilion, including air
conditioning. Again this is a project in the nature of
those that the fund has been able to support over the
years. Both these matters will be subject to very careful
consideration in the process which is dedicated to them.
I think there is much reason to have optimism on the
part of the member and the respective communities as
to the ultimate outcome.
Mr MULDER (Minister for Public Transport) —
The member for Sandringham raised with me an issue
in relation to the Bayside Rail Improvement project,
and asked that I visit him in his electorate to inspect
with him the works that are being carried out on some
of the stations and to provide advice on the ongoing
program in relation to the other upgrades that will be
carried out going forward.
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As I understand it, this is a $115 million project for the
Frankston line, but there will be some great benefits to
the Williamstown and Werribee lines as well. The
funding includes upgrades for track and signalling,
power supply, maintenance facilities and passenger
amenities, and will support the rollout of the X’trapolis
trains on the bayside lines as well as further improve
the reliability of the existing rail services.
The member for Sandringham, who is a very
hardworking member, knows that a lot of the stations
are very run down. They were run down over a period
of 11 years under the former government, so a lot of
these upgrades will include more platform canopies,
upgrades to the station lighting, improvements to
passenger security, new passenger information screens,
provision of real-time information on the status of the
public transport system for commuters as they arrive at
stations, and of course installation of new passenger
information screens, known as rainbow boards.
The member for Sandringham showed a great deal of
interest when I started to have a discussion with him
about these rainbow boards, which show the status of
the network. When people go to stations in the member
for Sandringham’s electorate, they will be able to look
at real-time information that tells them not only the time
their next train will arrive but also the status of the
entire network. People who are going to change trains
at various locations will know exactly how the network
is travelling and have great confidence in their travel
plans going forward.
As I pointed out earlier today, punctuality on the
network for the week just gone is sitting at just under
94 per cent. You, Acting Speaker, would remember the
punctuality rate of 62 per cent to 63 per cent on the
Frankston line under the former government, so there
has been a massive improvement.
I also acknowledge the member for Sandringham’s
contribution and the matter he brought to my attention.
On a number of occasions he has spoken to me about
the issue of people from nearby buildings parking in
railway station car parks taking the parking space from
bona fide travellers. He asked that we do something
about this, and I know the member for Burwood also
showed great interest in this issue. The member for
Sandringham is very keen to send a key message to
construction workers and others who should not be
parking in railway car parking spaces. They need to get
out of those spaces and make sure they are made
available to people travelling on the public transport
network.
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As a result of his very strong advocacy on behalf of his
community, we have now empowered authorised
officers to check whether people who are exiting six
railway station car parks are bona fide travellers, and a
number of those are in the electorate of the member for
Sandringham. If they are not bona fide travellers, they
will be issued with an infringement notice and will end
up paying a $89 fine if they continue to park in railway
station car parks. We do not want it to happen. We want
to make sure that people who pay their way get first use
of the car parking spaces. I take my hat off to the
hardworking member for Sandringham because I have
to acknowledge that it was his initial representation to
my office and my advisers that put this whole matter in
train. Perhaps we should call it the Sandringham
regulation, because the regulations have been changed
to ensure that we can capture those people who should
not be parking there.
Mr Thompson — My constituents raised it.
Mr MULDER — Yes, the constituents of the
member for Sandringham did a great job of making
representations to him. We will have a look at the issue
again early next year with the member for Sandringham
and see how it is working. Together we will talk with
the authorised officers and see whether we can make
further enhancements to the regulation. I say well done
to the member. He is a great local representative. It is a
great outcome for the member for Sandringham, and of
course for the member for Burwood and other members
whose electorates will also be impacted on by these
changes. They will get a good outcome for people in
their electorates who use public transport and ride our
rail network.
The member for Caulfield raised with me concerns
from residents and traders and the St Kilda Park
Primary School about traffic associated with a new
level access tram stop between Grey and Princes streets
in St Kilda. Concern about some of these tram stops has
been raised in the past. We are prepared to go back and
have a discussion with the local community. I thank the
member for Caulfield for raising this issue with me, and
I also thank the Liberal candidate for Albert Park,
Shannon Eeles, for taking up the community’s concerns
so effectively.
I say to the current member for Albert Park that he
should listen to the sound of me knocking on the table.
That is the sound of the Liberal Party candidate
Shannon Eeles knocking on doors. I can tell the house
that she is working hard. I did a street walk with
Shannon Eeles recently, and people were coming up
from both sides of the street to talk to her. Everybody
up and down the street knew who she was. She is a
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very hardworking candidate who is putting the fear of
God into the very lazy member for Albert Park, who
should have raised this issue previously in an
adjournment debate. Shannon raised this issue with the
member for Caulfield, and the member has taken it up
on her behalf.
The proposed new tram stop is designed to provide a
level access stop to allow passengers to board without
stepping up. It is one of a number of level access stops
being built and planned around Melbourne. Of around
1800 stops I think there are currently only 380 that are
compliant to the Disability Discrimination Act 1992
(DDA) and there are many more to be done. As we
upgrade them we make sure we upgrade to DDA
compliance. These upgrades are essential for
passengers using wheelchairs and walking frames and
for parents with prams and strollers. They go hand in
hand with the new E-class trams the government is
rolling out on route 96, which is our busiest route.
Currently there are nine E-class trams on the network,
with all 50 trams scheduled to be in service by 2018.
They are the biggest trams in the fleet and are able to
carry 210 passengers in greater comfort and with
greater accessibility. As the trams come into service
Yarra Trams and Public Transport Victoria (PTV) will
be able to deploy larger trams to other routes to boost
the capacity in other parts of the network. In designing
these new stops we want to bring the community along
with us and hopefully find a solution that everyone can
live with. It has to be about everyone, and that is the
issue Shannon Eeles was raising. We want to make sure
that there is no material impact on local traffic or access
to community services and facilities such as shopping
centres and schools.
The access stop proposed for Fitzroy Street needs to
balance the needs and interests of many different
people, including motorists, family and staff accessing
the primary school, traders and people catching public
transport at this very busy location. Accordingly, the
government has agreed with the City of Port Phillip that
the current heritage planning process will be put on
hold and that PTV will engage well-qualified traffic
consultants to undertake a further study of traffic in
Fitzroy Street that is representative of typical traffic
conditions. I look forward to welcoming Shannon Eeles
into this house to work closely with those people and
with council to get the best possible outcome for that
community.
The member for Niddrie raised an issue with me in
relation to a pedestrian crossing for Milleara Road in
Keilor East. The member has raised this issue with me
on a couple of occasions in the past. VicRoads has
developed a pedestrian program proposal to install

ADJOURNMENT
Wednesday, 15 October 2014

ASSEMBLY

pedestrian-operated signals at this location. It is
expensive — the estimated cost is something in the
order of $410 000. The west side of Milleara Road is
densely populated, with a high proportion of elderly
residents. On the east side of Milleara Road is
Centreway shopping centre, which includes a medical
centre and a recreational area. The shopping precinct is
in close proximity to Penleigh and Essendon Grammar
School. Bus stops are located on either side of the road
near the proposed pedestrian-operated signals. There is
no pedestrian facility at the subject site at this point in
time. It is a very busy undivided arterial road with
60 kilometre-an-hour speed limits and four lanes. The
nearest crossing is 500 metres to the south at Clarks
Road. Residents on the west side who depend on
walking as a primary means of travel are separated
from nearby essential services.
I can tell the member for Niddrie that VicRoads will
consider this project as part of its pedestrian program
for potential funding in the 2015–16 budget. As I said,
this has been raised with me a couple of times in the
past, and VicRoads has done the work to develop the
pedestrian program proposal to install
pedestrian-operated signals at this location. Work is
underway, planning has been undertaken, we know the
cost of the project and it will be considered in future
budgets.
Mr DIXON (Minister for Education) — The
member for Bentleigh raised with me issues regarding
education and schools in her electorate. I pay particular
credit to her for her great work with education in her
electorate. When I have visited schools in her electorate
everybody knows the member for Bentleigh, and she
works extensively in her schools and consults with
them. Students, teachers, school leadership, school
councils and the broader school communities know her
very well and value her work and the representations
she makes on behalf of their schools.
Those representations have been very effective, because
the needs of the schools in her electorate have been
recognised well by this government. We have made
various budgetary commitments to those schools, in
particular the McKinnon Secondary College and the
Bentleigh Secondary College, two fantastic secondary
colleges that are well known not only in that area but
also right around Victoria as first-class schools. They
are quite different in a lot of ways, but they have
first-class leadership and great facilities. They also have
a range of programs and great teachers. It is always a
pleasure to visit those schools, which I have done on
probably three occasions each. It has been wonderful to
support the member and those schools, and I look
forward to continuing to work with them. We have
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made election commitments of $9 million to McKinnon
Secondary College and $9.6 million to Bentleigh
Secondary College. I look forward to seeing those
through.
The member for Eltham raised a matter for the Minister
for Higher Education and Skills.
The member for Cranbourne raised an issue for the
Minister for Housing.
The member for Melton raised an issue for the Minister
for Local Government.
The member for Bellarine raised an issue for the
Minister for Water.
I will pass those issues on to the relevant ministers.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr McIntosh) —
Order! The house now stands adjourned until tomorrow
morning.
House adjourned 10.46 p.m.
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The SPEAKER (Hon. Christine Fyffe) took the
chair at 9.33 a.m. and read the prayer.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Notices of motion
The SPEAKER — Order! Notices of motion 8 to
20 will be removed from the notice paper unless
members wishing their notice to remain advise the
Clerk in writing before 2.00 p.m. today.

PETITIONS
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1.

Under Denis Napthine, our kids can’t get the skills they
need to start their career.

2.

Across Victoria, school buildings are unfinished,
classrooms are falling apart and our kids miss out.

Petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly
calls on Denis Napthine to fund Phoenix P–12 Community
College secondary campus in the upcoming state budget.

By Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West) (27 signatures).

Country Fire Authority funding
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the Liberal government’s cut of
millions of dollars from the Country Fire Authority.

Following petitions presented to house:

Phoenix P–12 Community College
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the Napthine
coalition government’s cuts to school funding.
Petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly
call on Denis Napthine to match Labor’s commitment to fund
Sebastopol’s Phoenix P–12 College secondary campus to
completion.
Under Denis Napthine and the coalition, our kids will not get
the opportunity to get the skills they need to start their careers.

By Mr HOWARD (Ballarat East) (97 signatures).

Buninyong planning zones
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the Napthine
government’s changes to the residential zoning in Buninyong,
whereas the government has disregarded the recommendation
of Ballarat City Council to zone Buninyong neighbourhood
residential zone allowing for minimum lot sizes of 800 square
metres and instead has adopted general residential zone for
Buninyong, which gives developers ‘as of right’ the
opportunity to subdivide to lots of 300 square metres.
We therefore request for this situation to be reversed to
protect minimum lot sizes of 800 square metres for
Buninyong.

In particular we note the $41 million cut by the Liberal
government from the CFA and the effect of this cut on the
training and equipping of firefighters in our region.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly condemn the Napthine Liberal government for cuts
to the CFA.

By Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West) (43 signatures).

Ballarat ambulance services
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly that more patients
are waiting longer for an ambulance. We note that the
performance of the ambulance service has fallen since the
election of the Liberal government.
We particularly note:
1.

ambulance response times have increased;

2.

Ballarat has been left exposed with paramedic shifts left
unfilled.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urge the Napthine government to immediately
address the failure to provide Ballarat with the continuous
coverage of professional paramedic services it needs.

By Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West) (54 signatures).

Doncaster rail link
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

By Mr HOWARD (Ballarat East) (71 signatures).

Phoenix P–12 Community College
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly Denis Napthine’s
cuts to school funding. In particular, we note that:

The petition of Victorian residents points out to the house that
the undersigned seek an immediate commitment from the
Victorian government to fund a railway line to Doncaster.
Manningham is the only metropolitan municipality without
train or tram services. For many years now, successive
governments have ignored this community’s feedback that we
need more integrated and high-capacity public transport
options, especially rail.
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We call on all parties to provide bipartisan support to ensure
the delivery of this important project.

Road to rural living zone with a minimum subdivision size of
2000 square metres (approximately half an acre).

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria give a firm undertaking on a budget
timetable for delivering rail to Doncaster.

If implemented, Kingston council’s resolutions would:

By Mr KOTSIRAS (Bulleen) (11 signatures).

Doncaster rail link
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
We the undersigned seek an immediate commitment from the
Victorian government to fund a railway line to Doncaster.
Manningham is the only metropolitan municipality with no
train or tram services. For many years now, successive
governments have ignored this community’s overwhelming
feedback that we need more integrated and high-capacity
public transport options, especially rail.
We call on all parties to provide bipartisan support to realise
the importance of delivering such an important project.
We also call on the government to give a firm undertaking on
a budget timetable for delivering rail to Doncaster, followed
by the decoupling of South Morang as a staged approach and
in that order.

By Mr KOTSIRAS (Bulleen) (9 signatures).

School chaplaincy and religious instruction
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Victoria draws to the attention of
the house the support in our community for the role of
chaplains and wellbeing workers in government schools and
the overwhelming support for the provision of special
religious instruction. Both of these services are accessed on a
voluntary basis, with over 300 schools employing chaplains
and almost 800 schools offering special religious instruction.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria take note of this support and affirm the
commitment by all parties and members to ensuring that both
chaplaincy services and special religious instruction remain
part of our school system.

By Mr WATT (Burwood) (1431 signatures),
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) (1511 signatures),
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (1973 signatures) and
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) (2497 signatures).

Kingston green wedge
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
the Parliament’s attention to our concerns that Kingston
council has resolved to convert a large portion of the green
wedge for residential development by rezoning the Mentone
Grammar playing fields and other land abutting Braeside Park
and Southern Golf Club to a residential zone and the land
between Heatherton/Kingston Road and Lower Dandenong

be contrary to the Kingston green wedge plan;
be inconsistent with state and local planning policies;
result in the loss of productive market gardens; and
create uncertainty and set a precedent for the conversion
of more of Melbourne’s green wedges for residential
development.
The petitioners therefore request that the Minister for
Planning promptly inform Kingston council that he will not
authorise any planning scheme amendments to implement
their plans to rezone the green wedge for residential
development.

By Mr LIM (Clayton) (138 signatures).

Family violence
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the multicultural communities of Victoria
draws to the attention of the house our immense concern
about the devastating effects that violence against women and
children in their homes is having on our communities.
Family violence does not discriminate on the basis of
geography, ethnicity or culture. It affects all of our
communities.
We the undersigned wish to advise the house that we believe
that all forms of family violence are unacceptable. As a
society family violence should never be tolerated or ignored
and perpetrators should be held accountable for their actions.
Victims of family violence should be better protected from
abuse, and intervention orders respected, and if breached,
appropriate and timely action should be taken.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria take action to review the use and
effectiveness of intervention orders, whether the intervention
orders available to the courts are adequate to provide
protection for victims of family violence and whether the
responses to breaches of intervention orders are appropriate.

By Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut)
(1660 signatures).

Retirement villages local government rates
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Victoria draws the attention of the
house to retirement villages in Victoria who do not use the
level of services that are offered by local government to all
residents, and as a retirement village has many individual
properties the rates paid are well in excess of a standard
housing block.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria introduce legislation requiring local
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government rates be adjusted for retirement villages across
Victoria. As part of the review for the drafting of legislation
the government would be required to review the current
practice across all local government areas and assess the most
suitable and sustainable outcome.

By Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) (80 signatures).

Firefighter compensation
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain residents of Victoria draws the
attention of the house to the following:
1.

2.

3.

that Victoria’s firefighters, both volunteer and career,
have a greater risk of contracting certain cancers because
of their service to the people of Victoria as firefighters;
that Victoria’s compensation requirements for
firefighters who have contracted such cancers are
significantly more onerous compared to compensation
requirements for federal firefighters and those in other
parts of Australia and the western world including
Canada and the United States;
notes that because of the recognised greater risk of
contracting certain cancers, and the practical difficulty of
identifying specific exposures which caused such
cancer, firefighters in these jurisdictions outside Victoria
are ‘presumed at law’ to have contracted the specified
cancers during their duties as firefighters (unless proved
otherwise) and are therefore entitled to quick and easy
access to compensation for medical treatment and
financial support for them and their dependent family.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly take urgent action to legislate for changes to
Victorian compensation laws so that they provide those who
serve or have served the people of Victoria as volunteer or
career firefighters and who contract one of the twelve forms
of cancer listed in the Commonwealth’s Fair Protection for
Firefighters Act 2011 are presumed to have contracted such
cancer as a result of their duties and activities as firefighters
(unless it can be proved otherwise) and consequently have
speedy access to full compensation entitlements as provided
under current and future law and financial arrangements.

By Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (8094 signatures) and
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North)
(7816 signatures).

Keilor electorate secondary school
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We the undersigned urgently require the establishment of a
year 10–12 state secondary school in Caroline Springs and
Taylors Hill.

By Ms HUTCHINS (Keilor) (1540 signatures).

Water (Long Service Leave) Regulations 2011
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria points
out to the house:
the concern we have that amendments to the Water
(Long Service Leave) Regulations 2011 discriminate
against injured workers.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria:
support injured workers by repealing the amendment to
the Water (Long Service Leave) Regulations 2011 dated
8 July 2014.

By Ms HUTCHINS (Keilor) (345 signatures).

New Gisborne Primary School
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the New Gisborne Primary School community
draws the attention of the house to:
In June 2011, the purpose-built art room at New
Gisborne Primary School was destroyed by fire. The
school council has written several letters to the Minister
for Education and local MPs seeking a time frame for
when rebuilding works will commence. To our
disappointment, the minister has not provided the school
council with a timeframe and it appears that the works
are not considered a priority.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria:
seek an assurance from the Minister for Education that
rebuilding the art room at New Gisborne Primary
School is a priority and calls on the minister to provide
the New Gisborne School council with a detailed time
line of when works will commence and be completed.
Given the length of time that has elapsed since the fire,
petitioners also request that these works commence no
later than the end of the 2014 calendar year.

By Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) (577 signatures).

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents within Caroline Springs, Taylors Hill
and Hillside draws to the attention of the house the urgent
need for a year 10–12 secondary school to be built in the
municipalities of Caroline Springs and Taylors Hill.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria commence planning and construction
of a year 10–12 secondary school in the municipalities of
Caroline Springs and Taylors Hill.

Wollert bus service
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Wollert and surrounding areas
draws to the attention of the house the Napthine government’s
neglect of the northern suburbs and in particular the
inadequate state of bus services to and from the Eucalypt
estate in Wollert, leading to greater congestion on our roads
and inadequate time for residents to spend with their families.
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The petitioners therefore request that the government
immediately fund a bus service along Epping Road into the
Eucalypt estate in Wollert.

By Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) (136 signatures).

Biofuels
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of students, teachers, parents and affiliates of
Huntingtower School, Mount Waverley, draws to the
attention of the house:
The dwindling unrenewable resource of crude oil. This
resource, which is forecasted to run out in 40 years at the
current consumption rate, is essential for a multitude of
reasons. All plastics and pharmaceuticals are
manufactured from this resource, yet 40 per cent of
crude oil goes towards fuelling transport. In order to
save crude oil for the manufacturing of more essential
and everyday items, we propose the alternative of
biofuel, which is grown from sustainable sources such as
corn or sugarcane. These biofuels run at the same
efficiency as diesel, in all capacities, and can be used in
diesel engines without modifying the vehicle. It is
efficient and existing modes of transport running on
diesel do not have to change to use biofuel. This makes
this form of energy a great stepping stone towards the
implementation of more forms of sustainable energy.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria:
allocate funding to the implementation of biofuels and
its research, as well as promoting the usage of such an
energy to the public; that is, to educate Victorians about
biofuels through public awareness programs.

By Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley)
(377 signatures).

Abortion legislation
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Victoria draws to the attention of
the house:
that the law should protect the unborn of our human
race. The current act allows babies up to full term of
pregnancy to be aborted with no pain relief and also no
help is given if still alive when aborted (i.e., failed
abortion).

After 24 weeks a baby may be aborted (killed) if two doctors
‘agree’ it is ‘appropriate’.
This law is a blight on Victoria, a betrayal of the medical
profession and health workers. It contravenes irrefutable
expanding scientific evidence that babies in the womb are real
people; hence the law should protect all unborn children from
conception until natural death, thereby respecting all human
life.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria repeal the Abortion Law Reform Act
2008 and replace it with proper legal protection and support
for children before birth and their mothers.

By Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley)
(500 signatures).

Local government rates
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the Napthine and
Abbott governments’ planned tax increases.
We note that many local councils have continued to increase
their rates well in excess of CPI in recent years.
Petitioners therefore request that the Legislative Assembly
request the Napthine government to immediately legislate to
cap council rates at CPI and force councils to justify any
further increases.

By Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South)
(213 signatures).

Pound–Shrives roads, Hampton Park
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria who
use the intersection of Pound and Shrives roads draws to the
attention of the house the traffic congestion, accidents and
delays that motorists experience at this intersection.
In particular, we note:
1.

there is considerable traffic congestion at the intersection
of Pound and Shrives roads in Hampton Park;

2.

the intersection has a worsening accident record;

3.

motorists avoid turning at the intersection by driving
through a service station located on one corner creating
safety hazards within the service station;

4.

the Napthine government has refused repeated requests
to provide funding for safety improvements to the
intersection.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria repeal the current abortion act.

By Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley)
(1128 signatures).

Abortion legislation
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the undersigned residents of Victoria draws to
the attention of the house the long overdue need to review the
Abortion Law Reform Act 2008 which did away with all
legal protection for babies in the womb even right up to birth.

Thursday, 16 October 2014

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urges the Napthine government to provide a
funding commitment for safety improvements at the
intersection of Pound and Shrives roads.

By Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South)
(89 signatures).
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4.

VicRoads decision not to ‘declare’ the central section
cost-shifts ongoing maintenance to hard-pressed local
ratepayers;

This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the extremely dangerous
intersection at Newman Street and Keilor Road in Niddrie.

5.

the upgrade of the road continues to be a top priority for
local residents and both Whittlesea and Nillumbik
councils;

This intersection severely lacks adequate traffic management
measures and puts lives at risk as drivers cross between traffic
in multiple directions. Accidents occur regularly and locals
believe it is only·a matter of time before lives are lost.

6.

failure to upgrade Yan Yean Road is not simply an issue
of resolving congestion, but is critical to ensuring the
community can seek safety on code red days.

Newman Street–Keilor Road, Niddrie
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urge the Napthine government, and in particular
the transport minister, to swiftly take action to address the
problems at this intersection.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urge the Liberal state government to fund the
upgrade of Yan Yean Road.

By Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (78 signatures).

By Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) (916 signatures).

Chandler Highway bridge
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria who
travel across the Chandler Highway bridge draws to the
attention of the house the Napthine government failure to
provide funding for or a commitment to, the duplication of
the Chandler Highway bridge. In particular we note:
1.

97 per cent of respondents to a local survey supported
the duplication of the existing bridge.

2.

Chandler Highway bridge has been identified as a major
thoroughfare and traffic congestion is continuing to get
worse. It also poses a threat to cyclists and pedestrians.

School buses
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the decision by the state
government to cancel school buses servicing schools in
Nillumbik.
In particular, we note:
1.

students living in Nillumbik, Whittlesea, Mitchell and
Murrindindi have to travel great distances to attend
public high schools with school buses ensuring that kids
can get to school safely and in a timely manner;

2.

a recent PTV review has cancelled services and imposed
charges on preserved services to Diamond Valley
College, meaning that some students will either be
dependent on their parents getting to school or will have
to travel long distances to get to other public transport
options;

3.

that much of Nillumbik and Murrindindi is rural in
nature, with few safe foot or cycle paths for students to
use;

4.

the state government has also not provided funding for
either the Hurstbridge rail trail project nor funded
community transport services across the area that could
assist with getting students to school.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urge the Napthine government to provide funding
for, and give a commitment to, the duplication of the
Chandler Highway bridge.

By Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) (54 signatures).

Yan Yean Road upgrade
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house, the state government’s refusal to
fix Yan Yean Road including VicRoads decision not to
‘declare’ the central section between Kurrak Road and Bridge
Inn Road as a state government-funded road.
In particular we note:
1.

Yan Yean Road services some of the most rapidly
growing areas in Australia;

2.

the road is recognised by the RACV as one of the worst
in Victoria, with over 30 000 users daily;

3.

despite a plan to upgrade the southern section, this has
not been given funding nor a timetable of when funding
may be expected;

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urge the Liberal government to reinstate existing
school bus services and to improve local transport options,
with more bus services and upgrades to cycle and footpaths
such as the Hurstbridge rail trail.

By Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (33 signatures).

Doreen and Mernda schools
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
This petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the rapid increase in families
moving to Doreen and Mernda in recent years, and the acute
shortage of schools.
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In particular, we note:
1.

there are now almost 2000 students enrolled at
government primary schools in Mernda and Doreen; by
2016 almost 4000 12 to 17-year-olds will live locally;

2.

there is currently no state secondary school in Doreen or
Mernda and a shortage of primary schools, with parents
travelling on congested roads to schools as far as
Whittlesea, Mill Park, Epping, Greensborough, Eltham,
Montmorency and Diamond Creek;

3.

the state government has finally caved in to community
pressure to fund Doreen South Primary School (opening
in 2014) and phase 1 of Doreen Secondary College for
years 7 and 8 only (opening in 2015); however the area
still needs other schools and school buses;

4.

funding has not yet been confirmed for years 9–12 at
Doreen Secondary College, nor to build Mernda P–12,
nor for more school buses or footpaths to enable
students to walk or cycle to existing schools and the new
Doreen Secondary College post-2015.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urge the Liberal government to fund new bus
services and cycle and footpaths.

By Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (12 signatures).

Doreen and Mernda police resources
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Whittlesea police resources
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the need for new and upgraded
24-hour police stations in the north of the city of Whittlesea,
to serve existing localities such as Whittlesea township as
well as the fast-growing suburbs of Mernda and Doreen, and
for increased numbers of police in the area.
In particular, we note:
1.

the city of Whittlesea is the second fastest growing
municipality in Australia;

2.

at present the 1950s rural Whittlesea township police
station is only open during business hours with police
responding from Epping and Mill Park after hours;

3.

the ongoing population growth in Epping, South
Morang, Wollert, Donnybrook, Mernda and Doreen is
putting increased pressure on the two nearest 24-hour
police stations in Epping and Mill Park, meaning that the
north of the municipality is getting a worse service.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urge the Napthine state government to work with
the local community to upgrade police resources serving the
north of the city of Whittlesea.

By Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (20 signatures).

To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the house the need for a new 24-hour police
station to serve the fast-growing suburbs of Mernda and
Doreen and for increased numbers of police in the area.
In particular, we note:
1.

2.

3.

the population of Mernda and Doreen, which is now
estimated to be 31 867, is expected to be 51 093 by
2031;
at present the Whittlesea township police station, which
covers the suburbs of Doreen and Mernda, is only open
during business hours with police responding from
Epping and Mill Park after hours;
the ongoing population growth in the city of Whittlesea
is putting increased pressure on the two nearest 24-hour
police stations in Epping and Mill Park, meaning that the
fast-growing suburbs of Doreen and Mernda are getting
a worse service.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urges the Napthine state government to fund a new
24-hour police station to cover the policing needs of the
growing suburbs of Mernda and Doreen.

By Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) (11 signatures).

Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Ballarat East be considered next day on
motion of Mr HOWARD (Ballarat East).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Ballarat West be considered next day
on motion of Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Caulfield be considered next day on
motion of Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Yan Yean be considered next day on
motion of Ms GREEN (Yan Yean).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Gembrook be considered next day on
motion of Mr BATTIN (Gembrook).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Mill Park considered next day on
motion of Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Burwood be considered next day on
motion of Mr WATT (Burwood).
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Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Clayton be considered next day on
motion of Mr LIM (Clayton).
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Austin Health — Report 2013–14
Ballarat Health Services — Report 2013–14
Barwon Health — Report 2013–14

Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Macedon be considered next day on
motion of Ms DUNCAN (Macedon).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Niddrie be considered next day on
motion of Mr CARROLL (Niddrie).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Keilor be considered next day on
motion of Ms HUTCHINS (Keilor).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Mount Waverley considered next day
on motion of Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley).
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Narre Warren South be considered
next day on motion of Ms GRALEY(Narre Warren
South).

Bass Coast Regional Health — Report 2013–14
Bendigo Healthcare Group — Report 2013–14
Castlemaine Health — Report 2013–14
Consumer Affairs Victoria — Report 2013–14 — Ordered to
be printed
Country Fire Authority — Report 2013–14
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 — Order under s 17D
granting a lease over Geelong Telegraph Station Reserve
Eastern Health — Report 2013–14
Financial Management Act 1994:
Reports from the Minister for Environment and Climate
Change that he had received the reports 2013–14 of the:
Alpine Resorts Co-ordinating Council
Barwon Regional Waste Management Group

Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Hastings be considered next day on
motion of Mr BURGESS (Hastings).

Central Murray Regional Waste Management
Group

Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Narre Warren North be considered
next day on motion of Mr DONNELLAN (Narre
Warren North).

Desert Fringe Regional Waste Management Group

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE
Parliamentary commissioner for standards in
Victoria
Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation) presented
report.

Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability

Gippsland Regional Waste Management Group
Goulburn Valley Regional Waste Management
Group
Grampians Regional Waste Management Group
Gunaikurnai Traditional Owner Land Management
Board
Highlands Regional Waste Management Group
Mildura Regional Waste Management Group
Mornington Peninsula Regional Waste
Management Group

Tabled.
Ordered to be printed.

North East Victorian Regional Waste Management
Group

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Albury Wodonga Health — Report 2013–14
Alfred Health — Report 2013–14
Auditor-General:
Report on the Annual Financial Report of the State of
Victoria, 2013–14 — Ordered to be printed
Report 2013–14

South Western Regional Waste Management
Group
Victorian Environmental Water Holder
Freedom of Information Commissioner — Report 2013–14
Goulburn Valley Health — Report 2013–14
Greyhound Racing Victoria — Report 2013–14
Health, Department of — Report 2013–14

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
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Justice, Department of — Report 2013–14
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Kerang District Health — Report 2013–14

Adjournment

Kilmore and District Hospital — Report 2013–14

Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation) — I move:
Kyneton District Health Service — Report 2013–14
Latrobe Regional Hospital — Report 2013–14
Melbourne Health — Report 2013–14
Mercy Public Hospitals Inc — Report 2013–14
Monash Health — Report 2013–14
North East Health Wangaratta — Report 2013–14

That the house, at its rising, adjourn until a day and hour to be
fixed by the Speaker, which time of meeting shall be notified
in writing to each member of the house.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Field and Game Australia

Northern Health — Report 2013–14
Peninsula Health — Report 2013–14
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre — Report 2013–14
Portland District Health — Report 2013–14
Residential Tenancies Bond Authority — Report 2013–14
Royal Children’s Hospital — Report 2013–14
Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital — Report 2013–14
Royal Women’s Hospital — Report 2013–14
St Vincent’s Hospital (Melbourne) Ltd — Report 2013–14
Subordinate Legislation Act 1994:
Documents under s 15 in relation to Statutory Rule 126
Documents under s 16B in relation to the Liquor
Control Reform Act 1998 — Ministerial direction to
complete an approved advanced responsible service of
alcohol program
Transport, Planning and Local Infrastructure, Department
of — Report 2013–14
Upper Murray Health and Community Services —
Report 2013–14
Victoria Police — Report 2013–14
Victorian Commission for Gambling and Liquor
Regulation — Report 2013–14
Victorian Industry Participation Policy — Report 2013–14
Victorian Inspectorate — Report 2013–14 under s 131T of
the Fisheries Act 1995 and s 74P of the Wildlife Act 1975
Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation —
Report 2013–14
West Gippsland Healthcare Group — Report 2013–14
Western Health — Report 2013–14.

Mr WALSH (Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security) — On Saturday I had the opportunity to join
with Field and Game Australia, Bendigo, led by Tom
Chick and Mark Daly, for its fox shoot in the
Gunbower forest. Along with about 40 Field and Game
members we were joined by staff from the Department
of Environment and Primary Industries, the North
Central Catchment Management Authority and the
recently established Game Management Authority.
Regular fox shoots are carried out in the Gunbower
forest and other wetlands in northern Victoria to help
control the foxes and protect the native fauna in those
areas, and in this case it was to stop foxes from
disturbing and eating the turtle eggs buried in the sand
beds in the Gunbower forest. I congratulate Field and
Game Australia on the work it is doing to control pests
in our state parks.

headspace
Mr WALSH — I thank the Minister for Mental
Health for her work in securing a headspace centre for
Swan Hill. The community of Swan Hill has done a lot
of work, but I particularly thank the minister for her
perseverance in lobbying the commonwealth
government to set up a headspace centre in Swan Hill.
We all know the issues around mental health,
particularly in relation to youth in our communities, and
Swan Hill is no exception. The community is very
appreciative of the work undertaken by the minister to
get this facility, and it will be very welcome. I
understand the centre will be up and running by the end
of next year, which is a great outcome for the
community of Swan Hill.

Olinda swimming pool
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — The Olinda pool is a
much-loved community facility. Unfortunately cracks
were discovered in the pool more than 12 months ago,
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causing the council to close the pool down. In January
the Yarra Ranges Shire Council passed a motion to
expedite its reopening but, unfortunately, has done
nothing since. It deliberately ran down the facility,
closed it and now has no intention of reopening it. It is
not good enough.
The conservative council clearly wants to close this
facility permanently, and the Napthine government will
stand by and do nothing. I am proud to say that under
an Andrews Labor government Labor will deliver
$500 000 to rebuild the Olinda pool and construct a
playground for the Olinda community.

Belgrave South Recreation Reserve
Mr MERLINO — The Belgrave South Recreation
Reserve is a wonderful facility. A major and
much-needed redevelopment of the pavilion has been
ongoing for many years. The redevelopment will
benefit many local clubs, including the Belgrave South
Football Club, the Belgrave South Cricket Club and the
Belgrave South Red Devils Basketball Club as well as
local scouting groups and schools. It gave me great
pleasure on Monday night to announce Labor’s
commitment to deliver $500 000 towards the new
pavilion and community playground.

Swinburne University of Technology
Mr MERLINO — My final contribution for this
parliamentary term is on the issue I have spoken the
most about, which is the closure of Swinburne Lilydale.
This government closed Swinburne Lilydale. The
choice on 29 November for the community of the outer
eastern suburbs is clear: shipping containers in a used
car saleyard under the coalition or the return of TAFE
and higher education to the Swinburne Lilydale site
under Labor.

Doncaster electorate
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Mental
Health) — Eight years ago I had the honour of being
elected by my community as the member for
Doncaster. Together we have achieved some substantial
things, including upgrades to bus services, a
redeveloped Box Hill Hospital, a refurbished Birralee
Primary School, enhanced community facilities and
community safety and support for vulnerable families
and individuals.
We have held town hall meetings, cleaned up Mullum
Mullum Creek and Ruffey Lake Park, raised money for
the Breast Cancer Network Australia and the RSL,
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participated in the Relay for Life, and provided gifts
and food to Doncare at Christmas.
It is the end of an era; after 38 years, the seat of
Doncaster is being abolished, having only ever had
three members — Morris Williams, Victor Perton and
me. What has always inspired me is the contribution
and commitment of local people who make a difference
in the lives of so many. I particularly want to
acknowledge Doreen Stoves, Carmel O’Brien, Les
Manning, John Morasco, Judy Sammut, Helen Jercevic,
Wendy Lyons, Hal Grix, Darren Bourke, Ray Lord and
Geoff Roberts. However, they are only the tip of the
iceberg. I also thank the Doncaster Liberals, particularly
Brent Rodrigues, Johnny Hassed and Harry Lubansky.
I thank the people of Doncaster for their trust in and
support of me as their parliamentary representative over
the last eight years. As I expect to be in the other place
representing the Eastern Metropolitan Region after
29 November, I certainly look forward to continuing to
be a part of and contribute to the wonderful community
of Doncaster.

Bellarine electorate neighbourhood houses
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine) — We all have
neighbourhood houses in our electorates. In my case I
am very lucky to have five, with one new house being
established. We have the Bellarine Living and Learning
Centre in Whittington, the Ocean Grove
Neighbourhood Centre and the SpringDale
Neighbourhood Centre in Drysdale, where I spent three
years as the coordinator prior to standing for election.
We also have the Queenscliffe and District
Neighbourhood House and the Portarlington
Neighbourhood House — the most recent, which has
gone from strength to strength. Recently the Leopold
community has come together and commenced the
process of establishing a Leopold neighbourhood
house, which will be fantastic for this growing
community.
As I said, I have worked in neighbourhood houses, and
was also the chair of the Barwon Network of
Neighbourhood Centres, so I have a very strong belief
in the role of neighbourhood houses in our community.
During our time in government we funded Ocean
Grove, increased funding to Bellarine Living and
Learning, Queenscliffe and Drysdale and also
commenced the funding of Portarlington.
I was pleased recently to join with the Barwon Network
of Neighbourhood Centres and representatives from the
board of Portarlington to sign the support pledge for
neighbourhood houses. I indicated I would continue to
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be an advocate for what they do. I also accepted
hundreds of petitions in support of growing
neighbourhood houses. Unfortunately they have not
been able to be tabled, but I want to acknowledge the
support in our community for neighbourhood houses.

Rotary Club of Drysdale
Ms NEVILLE — I want to acknowledge the great
work of the Drysdale Rotary Club Bruno Callori Young
Artist Mentorship Program, and acknowledge Jack,
Aaron, Courtney and Mitchell, this year’s mentees, who
are doing a great job. I thank mentor Jill Shalless, the
rotary club and in particular Caroline Rickard, who is
the current coordinator of this program.

Point Nepean
Mr DIXON (Minister for Education) — It is
disappointing that Labor is opposed to the opening up
of the historic quarantine station precinct at Point
Nepean to the people of Victoria. The proposal from
the Point Leisure Group is completely consistent with
current and past master plans developed after extensive
community consultation. In fact both Labor and the
Victorian National Parks Association (VNPA) have
previously advocated the sorts of uses for the area that
are proposed by the Point Leisure Group. This policy
backflip is just a cheap and shallow pre-election stunt
by the two groups.
The proposal will see the area made available to far
more people and will use, restore and maintain the
existing buildings, as well as provide 400 jobs into the
future. The biggest threat to Point Nepean is Labor’s
plan to blast 25 million cubic metres of rock at Port
Phillip Heads, which will ruin the marine park and raise
bay sea levels by 15 centimetres. If the VNPA wants to
be relevant, it should stand up to its comrades in the
ALP and not cheer on this insane, destructive plan.

Retiring members
Mr DIXON — I wish to acknowledge all those
members retiring at this year’s election and
congratulate them on their commitment to their
electorates, this state and the Parliament. I particularly
wish my good friend the member for Bulleen all the
best as he and Angela begin a new phase of their lives.
He has been a great personal support to me and to our
colleagues in his various roles. At the same time he has
bordered on being bipartisan — heaven forbid! All the
best to you, Nick.

Thursday, 16 October 2014

Ambulance services
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) — I rise today to
demand that the Premier and the Minister for Health
immediately release the local data for Bendigo that will
reveal the crisis in Bendigo’s ambulance system. We
have seen information about Ambulance Victoria’s
performance at a statewide level. We have only seen
that performance data because it was leaked to the
media. It showed that in the Loddon area, which covers
Bendigo, the time taken for 90 per cent of code 1 cases
is 27.3 minutes. As I said, we only have this
information because it was leaked.
The Bendigo paramedics I talked to would like to see
this information released, and we need to have this
information released at a local community level,
because we know the cuts to our health system by this
Liberal-Nationals government are really hurting our
hospitals and our ambulance services. When I was
fortunate enough to be in government, we worked hard
to secure new ambulance stations in Bendigo. I do not
want to see that service go backwards.

Retiring members
Ms ALLAN — I wish the retiring members of
Parliament on both sides all the very best for the future
and their time with their families, which they will
greatly appreciate.

Parliamentary staff
Ms ALLAN — I finish my final contribution for the
session by thanking the clerks and all the parliamentary
staff, who have been an enormous support to me in the
roles I have performed. I greatly appreciate their
wisdom and the advice they have given me across all
levels over this time.

Heathmont road safety
Ms VICTORIA (Minister for the Arts) — For a
number of years now, whenever I have been doing one
of my regular ‘listening posts’ in the Heathmont area,
the most prevalent complaints have been about road
safety. Firstly, there is the issue of safe exit from
Armstrong Road into Canterbury Road. After
numerous accidents and at least one fatality, the
community’s voice has been heard. I have advocated
for full signalisation of the intersection, and only a
Napthine coalition government will deliver this
much-needed project. The other safety concern for
locals has been the speed of vehicles, especially trucks,
on their way to EastLink through the Heathmont shops
area. Again the Napthine coalition government has
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listened, and the speed limit will be reduced from
70 kilometres per hour to 60 kilometres per hour.

Wantirna Health education centre
Ms VICTORIA — A fantastic new education
centre has just been opened at Wantirna Health. There
are meeting rooms, videoconferencing facilities and a
brilliant teaching ward, in which there are multiple
lifelike training mannequins. One in particular is
hooked up to a control room, where an operator can
change the dummy’s vital signs, prompting the nursing
student to make a diagnosis on the state of the patient’s
health. It replicates real-life scenarios and is invaluable
as a teaching tool. One of the other mannequins is of a
pregnant woman, where various birthing scenarios can
be dealt with. This facility is a wonderful collaboration
between the state and federal governments, Eastern
Health and two major universities.

MPavilion
Ms VICTORIA — There is nothing better than a
person with passion who follows through with gusto
and has great momentum around them. I congratulate
Naomi Milgrom and her team for bringing MPavilion
to Melbourne over the next few months. The coalition
government is proud to have partnered in this project,
and I look forward to attending many events in the wide
and varied program.

Western suburbs education commitments
Ms THOMSON (Footscray) — Victoria University
has spent a lot of money over the years developing its
facilities to enable it to train people under TAFE.
Unfortunately with the $1.2 billion cut to the TAFE
system by this government, those facilities are totally
underutilised and, more importantly, the students who
wish to access those facilities have not been able to do
so because either their courses no longer exist or they
cannot afford the fees. In the west, that training is
desperately needed.
Labor, on the other hand, recognises the importance of
education in the west. We have committed to Sunshine
College to ensure that it gets its master plan built
according to the work that was done before the 2010
election. We promised the college its new school, and
we will deliver its new school as the master plan
dictates. We are sorry for the gap of four years, but we
will deliver it.
In Footscray itself there is the education precinct. We
note that the Liberal Party abysmally failed to have
anyone attend a public meeting on this issue. This is
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about securing future places. The demand for places in
secondary schools in the inner west is going to increase
beyond the current capacity of the schools to meet it.
We are planning for that. We will develop an education
precinct that goes from child care through to tertiary
education.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Kilsyth electorate schools
Mr HODGETT (Minister for Ports) — I rise today
to commend the Napthine government on its support
for local schools, particularly in my electorate of
Kilsyth. In the four years since this government has
been in office it has had a fantastic track record of
delivering important school infrastructure projects.
Students, their families and communities in my
electorate of Kilsyth have been direct beneficiaries of a
number of great projects. They include the Yarra Hills
Secondary College, which has now undergone a full
rebuild, thanks to a $10 million capital funding
injection from the coalition government. Bayswater
North Primary School is also looking forward to
upgraded facilities due to $2.3 million worth of works
announced in this year’s state budget. The school
community at Eastwood primary school is also looking
forward to the opening of its brand-new school, with
works well under way thanks to $7.3 million in funding
for both stages of the full rebuild.
The coalition government has clearly demonstrated its
commitment to improving education opportunities for
students in my electorate. However, there is always
more work to be done. Melba College was formed
when the Croydon and Maroondah secondary colleges
merged in 2012. The newly formed school provides
fantastic secondary education opportunities for students
in the region. Today I presented the Minister for
Education with a number of letters from the school
community calling for a rebuild of the school on one
campus site. I am working with the school community
and strongly advocating for funding from the coalition
government for this project. The coalition government
has demonstrated its commitment to providing students,
not just in my electorate but around the state, with the
best educational opportunities and facilities. Along with
the staff, students and families at Melba College, I will
continue to work hard to achieve the funding for a
rebuild of Melba College on the one campus site.

New Gisborne Primary School
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — Today I tabled a
petition with 577 signatures calling for the Minister for
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Education to give an assurance that the government
would rebuild the purpose-built art room at the New
Gisborne Primary School, which burnt down in June
2011. Since that time the school council has written
several times to the minister seeking a time frame for
when works would start to replace the art room. I have
also written to the minister. On each occasion the
minister would not give a time frame and indicated that
this school and its art room were not a priority.
Last week I went to New Gisborne Primary School
with Labor candidate Mary-Anne Thomas and we were
presented with a petition for me to table this week in
Parliament, the last possible time for tabling prior to the
state election. Government members had previously
visited this school and no commitment to rebuild the art
room had been made. I am very pleased to say that
following the concerted efforts of the school council,
our visit to the school and the handing of the petition to
me and to Mary-Anne Thomas, the Liberal government
has just announced that it will fund the rebuilding of
this art room. This is very good news for the school and
the community generally as this school has a strong
emphasis on art in its curriculum. The people of
Gisborne can now be assured that this art room will be
built, regardless of the election outcome.
The shame of this, however, is the fact that this
government has politicised all aspects of school
buildings. There is no priority list for school
maintenance. It is not about the state of the school.
Under this government it is all about the state of the
electoral margin. Instead of replacing the school’s art
room in a timely manner, it has made it an election
issue. It should not have come down to the Liberal
government’s efforts to win the seat of Macedon. It
should come down to the school’s efforts to continue to
provide a curriculum — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Murray region tourism
Mr WELLER (Rodney) — I rise to spread some
good cheer about the tourism space in my electorate.
This week our local paper, the Riverine Herald,
reported that 750 000 domestic overnight guests visited
Echuca-Moama in the year to June — up 16 per cent on
the previous year. The Murray tourist region reached
2 million tourist nights in that period — up 23 per cent,
and Echuca-Moama attracted almost 40 per cent of all
visitors, cementing itself as the jewel in the Murray
region crown. The figures also show that visitors spent
around $320 million while they were in the region,
generating many positive spin-offs for our
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accommodation providers, restaurants, wineries and
retailers.
These fabulous results are largely attributable to the
excellent work of regional tourism marketing bodies,
such as Echuca Moama Tourism, as well as record
investment in the sector by the Victorian coalition
government. This year’s state budget provides new
funding of $69.7 million over the next four years to
drive tourism growth across the state, including
$14 million for initiatives to attract more visitors to
regional Victoria. The Victorian government has also
invested considerable funding in assisting the Murray
Regional Tourism Board to undertake its destination
management plan to drive increases in visitation, length
of stay and the visitor experience. This year our
government also invested $30 000 from its $1 billion
Regional Growth Fund in the development of the
Murray region tourism events strategy.

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — I have
come to love the colour pink, and this time of year it is
everywhere — a sign of kindness, resilience and hope.
It is the rosy colour of Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. I again thank the Hampton Park Bowls Club
members who held their 7th annual pink ribbon
breakfast, raising $1050 for Breast Cancer Network
Australia. I am always amazed and grateful for the
efforts of such generous-hearted people. Tracey Ryan,
the guest speaker, was the star. We all love her.
With all this goodwill around it is really difficult to
imagine that there are people out there who can be
nasty, distasteful and untruthful about the cause. I have
already told the house about the nauseous abuse of the
pink symbols by zealous antiabortionists who have
been outside Parliament house propagating the false
assertion that abortion causes breast cancer — and they
are back. I expect they are fired up by the activities of
the Tea Party types in the Liberal Party, such as
Mr Finn, a member for Western Metropolitan Region in
the Council, who I read in Hansard frequents adult sex
shops, and the member for Mount Waverley whose
record of dealing with women is not exemplary.
I have never sought to use my experience of breast
cancer as an excuse for anything. Rather, I have used it
to increase awareness, raise funds and counsel others. I
try to look after myself and get on with the serious job
of representing the people of Narre Warren South. I
love my family and my job, so it angers me to find out
that there is a person running around my electorate
suggesting that I milk it or use it as a tag. Politics is a
tough game — I am up for it.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Thursday, 16 October 2014

ASSEMBLY

The behaviour of a member for South Eastern
Metropolitan Region in the Council is indecent and it
needs to stop. Even I think she can do better than this.
Let all of us in this Parliament get behind this good
cause, the Pink Cause. We should do everything we can
to support our sisters and our men, and find a cure for
this horrible disease.
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designed to undervalue school infrastructure with a
view to providing less maintenance funding. This sums
up the Napthine government’s record on education —
nasty short-sighted cuts that mean that in many cases
our kids go to school in substandard buildings and
classrooms while the Napthine government fudges the
truth and, in this case, uses funny-money bookkeeping
to dodge its responsibilities.

Small Town Transformations program
Mr BAILLIEU (Hawthorn) — I rise to support the
Small Town Transformations program that has been
underway in Victoria for the last two years and thank
the more than 60 small towns across Victoria with
populations under 1500 people who participated in this
program. I congratulate the five towns that have
received grants as a consequence. This program brings
small towns and the arts together to transform
communities. It transforms more than the physical side
of these communities; it brings community groups
together to literally transform the focus of those towns.
The program has been highly successful, and on
4 October Ouyen had a festival marking its
reconfiguration and upgrade of the Roxy Theatre,
bringing young and older people together. It is a very
successful program. Also on 4 October Dookie, through
the Dookie Earthed festival, launched the Quarry
Epitheatre at the Dookie quarry, and I thank Carrie,
Alice, Leticia and Serana and the owner of the quarry
who did such a remarkable job. Last Saturday the
Avoca Chinese Garden was launched. It was a highly
successful program conducted under the tutelage of
Jane Howie, Lindy Lee and others. On 24 October
Natimuk will launch the Verj, and Neerim South will
launch its project on 26 October.
Small Town Transformations has been a highly
successful program. I look forward to the results of the
assessment of it and to a repeat in the future. I
congratulate Regional Arts Victoria, Esther Anatolitis
and Bruce Esplin on their fantastic work.

Education funding
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — How fitting that in
this last sitting week of the 57th Parliament this
dysfunctional government’s neglect of school
maintenance has once again been exposed by the
Victorian Auditor-General. The Auditor-General has
refused to provide an unqualified opinion on the
Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development’s financial report tabled yesterday as part
of the department’s annual report. Put simply, the
Auditor-General has called out the Napthine
government’s dodgy accounting scam that is clearly

This government scrapped the Labor government’s
plans to rebuild or renovate every school in the state
and slashed hundreds of millions of dollars from the
school buildings capital program. It killed off the
Gonski funding model, which would have made our
education system much fairer. It has cut funding to the
Victorian certificate of applied learning and to drug
education, and most cruelly it has abolished the modest
education support payment to low-income families, the
education maintenance allowance. Then of course there
has been the decimation of TAFE, which has seen fees
rise dramatically, courses cut and campuses close, like
the Greensborough campus of the Northern Melbourne
Institute of TAFE in my community.

Waverley Chinese Senior Citizens Club
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) — On Tuesday,
7 October, I joined the Waverley Chinese Senior
Citizens Club to celebrate its 25th anniversary and the
moon festival. For 25 years the club has provided an
opportunity for seniors to come together and share
fellowship as well as host guest speakers on relevant
topics of interest to seniors. I recognise and thank the
Waverley Chinese Senior Citizens Club president,
Mr Frank Chau, the vice-president, David Chau, and all
current and past members and volunteers who have
worked to build the club over that time.

Community centres
Mr GIDLEY — I recently met with Merial Clark of
the Network of Inner East Community Houses, Ellen
Prior of the Kerrie Neighbourhood House and Jan
Dempsey of the Waverley Community Learning Centre
to discuss with them their priorities for the next
parliamentary term. Whilst the petitions they provided
to me cannot be lodged as they are outside the forms of
the house, I thank them for taking the time to make
representations to me. I will be certain to provide them
to the Minister for Community Services.

Thalassaemia Australia
Mr GIDLEY — A few weeks ago I had the
opportunity to meet with Jim Demetriou from
Thalassaemia Australia to gain a better understanding
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of the disorder. Thalassaemia Australia has an office in
the electoral district of Mount Waverley and also
utilises the Monash Medical Centre. I wish Jim and his
team well in developing their long-term strategies and
thank them for the opportunity to gain an understanding
of their activities.

Glen Waverley Bowls Club
Mr GIDLEY — The Glen Waverley Bowls Club
recently celebrated its 40th anniversary. I congratulate
the club — built, developed and maintained by
volunteers — on this milestone and wish it great
success.

Parliamentary staff
Mr GIDLEY — I also recognise and thank the staff
and all those involved with this Parliament for the
opportunity to serve the people of the electoral district
of Mount Waverley.

Australian Pensioners Voice
Ms GARRETT (Brunswick) — Last month I was
delighted to once again meet with Vic Guarino and
Gino Iannazzo, who are very fine and dedicated
representatives — the president and secretary
respectively — of Australian Pensioners Voice. I have
met with them on many occasions during my four years
in this place, and they have always been extremely
committed and dedicated to ensuring that the views and
struggles of pensioners are heard at every level of
government.
During this most recent meeting they highlighted some
of the real struggles that pensioners are facing under
both the Abbott and Napthine conservative
governments. They also highlighted that for those who
live in the inner city, as well as in other parts of
Melbourne, paying council rates has been very difficult
on fixed incomes because houses have increased in
value exponentially over the last decade but incomes
have not. They put to me very strongly the case that we
need to look at relief in those areas, which is why Labor
is taking to the election a policy of capping council
rates. I pay tribute to both these men and their
organisation for their strong voice and for imploring all
politicians to ensure that the concerns of pensioners are
listened to and heard during all decision-making.

Dookie Earthed
Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) — On Saturday,
4 October, the township of Dookie came alive, with
5000 people attending Dookie Earthed. This was a
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12-hour festival which had the whole town involved
and transformed, through art.
I had the honour of opening the festival on behalf of the
Minister for the Arts, Heidi Victoria. I was joined by
my husband, Ian, the mayor and councillors, and a
member for Northern Victoria Region in the other
place, Wendy Lovell. The member for Hawthorn, who
is the former Minister for the Arts, initiated the
program. I congratulate the director of Regional Arts
Victoria; Helen Kelly, the artistic director of Dookie
Earthed; Carrie Donaldson, the project manager of
Dookie Arts; Alice Tallis, chair of the Dookie Arts
subcommittee; and Greg Barr, The Nationals candidate
for Shepparton.
The Victorian government provided $350 000 for this
project, which was also to transform the Dookie quarry
with its magnificent ancient rock formation into the
Quarry Epitheatre.

Furphy family businesses
Mrs POWELL — Congratulations to Adam
Furphy, managing director of J. Furphy and Sons Pty
Ltd, and Sam Furphy, chairman of Furphy Foundry, on
the companies’ 150 years of service. Both companies
are owned and operated by fifth generation descendants
of John Furphy and are proudly located in Shepparton.
The celebration also included the launch of the Furphy
Museum in Shepparton on 11 October by the Deputy
Premier, who was there with his wife, Trish. Also
present were a member for Northern Victoria Region in
the other place, Wendy Lovell, and The Nationals
Shepparton candidate, Greg Barr.
The museum tells the story of the Furphy business,
which produced many agricultural products. The most
famous is the Furphy farm water cart, which was used
at the time of the First World War. Troops gathered
around the water carts on the battlefront and told
stories — some true, some not so true. Therefore the
word ‘furphy’ was formed; it means ‘rumour’ or ‘false
story’.

Firefighter compensation
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North) — I
congratulate Country Fire Authority volunteers on the
collection over a short period of time of well over
16 000 signatures to petitions about presumptive
legislation in relation to firefighters, both volunteer and
full time.
We on this side of the house recognise that there is a
direct link between fighting fires and certain types of
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cancer. We also note that the commonwealth
Parliament passed, in a bipartisan way, presumptive
legislation which allows recognition of that link and
changes the onus of proof from the firefighter.
Therefore firefighters are able to make a claim against
WorkCover based on the presumption that certain types
of firefighting and chemicals can result in cancer.
Over a period of, I think, two months the volunteers
collected well over 16 000 signatures to petitions. The
government to date has been silent. At the moment
there is an inquiry going on at Monash University. I
know there are many members of the government who
support the idea of presumptive legislation and who are
pushing internally in relation to that, but we on this side
of the house have fully supported it for the
60 000 volunteers and the full-time firefighters.

Firefighter compensation
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) — Earlier this week I
tabled a petition that represented half of a petition with
a total of more than 60 000 signatures. The petitioners
are seeking simpler cancer compensation arrangements
for Country Fire Authority (CFA) volunteer firefighters
and their career colleagues.
Victorian firefighters, both paid and volunteer, are a
very special breed of people; they are people who
choose to put their lives at risk to keep ours safe. We
are particularly fortunate in Victoria because, while we
have some of the most dangerous fire conditions in the
world, we also have some of the very best firefighters
in the world.
The issue is one confronting all firefighters, paid and
volunteer alike. In Victoria, paid and volunteer
firefighters work side by side, attend the same
incidents, face the same risks and are exposed to the
same toxins. Technically, all Victorian firefighters are
already entitled to compensation for work-related
cancer, but the current onus of proof arrangements
require the firefighter to provide sufficient evidence to
prove that the cancer arose from attendance at particular
fires or incidents or other work duties. They may be
events that occurred over the last 10 to 15 years, or
even more. For most firefighters this is difficult because
of the absence of sufficient records, data or analysis
held by the CFA on each event a firefighter attends.
Under commonwealth jurisdiction and some state laws,
the law lists 12 cancers known to be more common to
firefighters, and presumes them to be work related if a
firefighter has sufficient years of service, effectively
reversing the onus of proof. The CFA volunteers are
asking for legislation that will take the burden of proof
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away from the sick firefighters and, importantly, that
will treat all firefighters, volunteer and paid, as equals.
My own electorate is in an area protected by CFA
volunteers, but that is not unusual — CFA brigades
protective 60 per cent of suburban Melbourne — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Morris) — Order!
The member’s time has expired.

CREATE Foundation and St Josephs College
Parliament House visit
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — I had the
great pleasure of hosting a group of students from the
CREATE Foundation and St Josephs College in North
Melbourne for lunch and a tour of Parliament House on
Tuesday. Many of these students have lived in
out-of-home care because they are refugees and their
parents are locked up in detention centres or because
their own families are unable to look after them.
I was very impressed by how smart, witty and
politically up to date these students were. The students
have asked me to pass on their thanks to the Premier,
the Speaker and the Leader of the Opposition, who took
the time out to meet with them and who also allowed
themselves to be subjected to a grilling. This
demonstrates to me how important these students are.
I want to extend my thanks to the students. They were
wonderful company and it was a great day. Thank you
to Kayla, Dylan, Russ, Rhiannon, Nigel, Rachel, Guy,
Matthew, Brooke, Thomas, Muhammad, Mohsen and
Parastoo.

Victoria Maori Wardens
Ms HALFPENNY — I would also like to pay my
respects and offer condolences to the family and friends
of Phyllis Tamati of the Victoria Maori Wardens, who
recently passed away. Victoria Maori Wardens is an
organisation that was established in Melbourne over the
last couple of years, although it has been in New
Zealand for many years. It is a great organisation that
provides a lot of support to and mentoring of young
people from Maori and Pacific Islander backgrounds. I
had the great honour of joining Victoria Maori Wardens
and becoming one of them, although I am yet to get out
onto the streets and help them in their work. They do a
lot of patrolling of streets, such as the ones around the
Frankston shopping area.

Lara police resources
Mr EREN (Lara) — I recently hosted an
information stall in the suburb of Lara in my electorate.
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One of the main issues raised by residents that day was
about community safety and the existence of the local
police station. They have growing concerns about the
increase in crimes committed in their local area. When
we see a flashing sign on the main street saying, ‘Lock
your cars. High incidence of break-ins’, you know
something is not right. The Minister for Police and
Emergency Services should come out and categorically
deny that services to that area will be depleted and that
the police station will not close.

JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(SUCCESSION AND SURROGACY)
BILL 2014
Second reading
Debate resumed from 15 October; motion of
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General).
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr NOONAN
(Williamstown).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

SEX OFFENDERS REGISTRATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2014
Second reading
Debate resumed from 17 September; motion of
Mr WELLS (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services).
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) — On behalf of the
Labor opposition I rise to make a contribution to the
debate on the Sex Offenders Registration Amendment
Bill 2014, and I note at the outset that Labor does not
oppose the legislation. The Victorian parliamentary
Labor Party clearly supports measures designed to
protect people, including children, from sexual offences
and abuse. All members of the house will be aware of
the issue of sexual abuse of children from this
Parliament’s own inquiry into the handling of child
abuse by religious and other organisations and the
federal government’s Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. I am
sure other members will talk about those inquiries in
their contributions, not least the member for
Broadmeadows.
The Labor Party supports sensible and considered
legislation to further protect and keep members of our
community safe from sexual predators. From 1999 to
2010 Labor in government had a proud tradition of
enacting, with broad support from all parts of the
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Parliament, groundbreaking measures in relation to sex
offenders. Labor led the way with extended supervision
orders for serious sex offenders, first with regard to
offences against children and then with regard to
offences against adults. Before we came to government
in 1999 such people at the end of their sentences simply
walked free, without any restrictions at all. In 2005 the
Serious Sex Offenders Monitoring Act 2005
commenced, which provided for community-based,
post-sentence extended supervision of child sex
offenders at high risk of sexual reoffending. In 2008 the
scheme was extended to provide for the extended
supervision of high-risk sexual offenders with adult
victims.
On 1 January 2010 the Serious Sex Offenders
(Detention and Supervision) Act 2009 commenced,
with the purpose of enhancing the protection of the
community by requiring offenders who have served
custodial sentences for certain sexual offences and who
present an unacceptable risk of harm to the community
to be subject to ongoing detention or supervision. In
October 2004 the Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004
came into operation. In 2005 and 2007 there were
amendments to legislation to increase the scope and
extent of reporting obligations under the Sex Offenders
Registration Act, reducing the likelihood of serious sex
offenders reoffending and assisting in the investigation
and prosecution of future offences. It was a significant
body of work done by the previous government, as I
have simply outlined here.
In regard to the operation of the Victorian register of
sex offenders, all adults sentenced for committing
sexual offences involving a child are automatically
included in the register of sex offenders. Sex offenders
under 18 and adults sentenced for sexual offences
against adult victims may be included by order of the
court. Registered sex offenders living in the community
must keep the police informed about their personal
details and whereabouts for a period determined by the
act — typically 8 years, 15 years or in some cases life.
Victoria Police is the custodian of the register, and there
are more than 4000 Victorians on that register — I
think it could be as high as 5000. In our briefing with
the department, we were told that around 40 people a
month are added to that register.
With respect to this bill Labor is willing to support new
measures to provide greater supervision of sex
offenders and ensure that there is a sound basis for
sensible information sharing in regard to child sex
offenders. However, I point out that Labor is less than
satisfied with the poor performance of this government
when it comes to crime and law and order. New crime
figures covering the last financial year, 2013–14, have
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recently been published. Under the watch of this
government crime has surged 18 per cent in four years.
Specifically as they relate to this bill, crimes against the
person, which include rape and sexual assault, have
increased by a massive 30 per cent over that period. At
the same time the Chief Commissioner of Police has
been forced to find more than $100 million worth of
savings in his budget, and as a result he has reduced the
number of civilian staff by 400.
Labor has particular concerns in relation to this bill,
which government members might help explain,
relating to the number of recorded offences under the
Sex Offenders Registration Act. In four years there has
been a doubling of the number of occasions on which
registered sex offenders have furnished false or
misleading information. That is a very disturbing trend.
Whilst we all appreciate the vigilance of Victoria Police
and its efforts, the fact is that the number of these
offences has increased and remain at very concerning
levels. Let me go through those levels. There were
229 offences back in 2009–10 for failure to comply
with reporting obligations for those on the sex offenders
register. This grew to a staggering 1372 offences in
2012–13. Thankfully it has dropped back in the most
recent full financial year to 1037, but there have been
over 1000 offences per year for each of the last three
years.
This bill deals in no small part with tightening reporting
obligations. But we are on the last sitting day of this
Parliament, and it is fair to ask why it has taken so long
for the bill to be introduced. In saying that, we need
only refer to the statistics I have just gone through for
the four financial years of reporting to see that this is
not a new problem; it is an existing problem, and it has
got worse.
The origins of this bill go back to 2011. In February
2011 the Ombudsman handed down a very damning
report into a failure by police to notify the Department
of Human Services of more than 300 registered sex
offenders who had unsupervised access to children or
were living with them. The investigation into the failure
of agencies to manage registered sex offenders under
the Whistleblowers Protection Act 2001 pointed out a
number of limitations in the legislation, including at
recommendation 10 the following:
Consider providing a reference to the Victorian Law Reform
Commission to examine the legislative arrangements in place
for the registration of sex offenders and the management of
information provided under its reporting obligations. The
ambiguity of the definition of unsupervised contact should be
considered in such a review. In addition, the power to test the
veracity of information provided to the registry by offenders
should also be considered.
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In April 2011, the government responded by asking the
Victorian Law Reform Commission to review the Sex
Offenders Registration Act 2004. In all, the commission
made 79 recommendations, including a
recommendation for enhanced information sharing
about sex offenders between police and parents of
at-risk children. Those were submitted to the
government in December 2011 and were made public
in April 2012. Nearly two and a half years later we in
this Parliament are now considering this legislation in
regard to those recommendations. While this bill will
enact many of the recommendations made in the
commission’s report, there are still some substantial
gaps identified in the report that remain unresolved. I
will go through some of those as I make my
contribution.
I also point out that in terms of identifying those gaps
the departmental staff who provided the briefing
indicated to us that there would be a national working
group established across Australia to look at model
legislation in all jurisdictions in relation to the issue of
sex offenders. I thank the departmental staff for that
briefing and for their advice that in many respects
Victoria will lead the work on achieving a better level
of national coordination.
However, it is a pity that the current government has
not devoted sufficient priority and resources to this
important work, with areas of the Victorian Law
Reform Commission’s work such as recommendation 2
regarding child-related employment, chapter 5 in
reference to selecting who is on the register, chapter 6
on refining the reporting obligations and chapter 8
regarding child protection prohibition orders really not
featuring as part of this legislation we are debating
today.
Perhaps in their contributions government members
might explain why these gaps exist while also
explaining why it has taken so long to introduce this
bill. Again, members will remember that the report of
the Victorian Law Reform Commission was completed
in December 2011, yet this bill has not come to this
chamber for its second reading and subsequent debate
until the very last moment.
Turning to provisions in the bill, clause 4 inserts a new
definition of contact with children, which was
something pointed out by the Ombudsman and reported
on extensively by the commission in chapter 7 of its
report. That report notes in recommendation 32:
The Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004 (Vic) should define
‘contact’ with a child or children for these purposes as:
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(a) any form of physical contact, including physical
proximity or touching, or
(b) any form of oral communication, including face-to-face,
by telephone or over the internet, or
(c) any form of written communication, including electronic
communication,
In circumstances where the registered sex offender is:
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share information, as can the Chief Commissioner of
Police and the secretary. New section 42D, which is
inserted by the bill, provides that the Secretary of the
Department of Human Services or an authorised person
such as a police officer or a caseworker can disclose
certain information of a registrant’s identity to any
other person where on reasonable grounds doing so
protects the child’s safety. The minister has noted that
this might particularly be a parent or guardian.

(a) supervising or caring for a child or children, or
(b) visiting or residing at a dwelling where a child or
children are present, including staying overnight, or
(c) exchanging contact details with a child or children, or
(d) attempting to befriend a child or children.

Most of this is picked up in the bill, albeit in a different
formulation, but I note that attempting to befriend a
child or children is in fact omitted. Again, there is an
opportunity for government members to clarify why
there is an omission from the bill in regard to that
aspect in terms of attempting to befriend a child or
children.
Clauses 10 and 11 impose stricter controls on registered
sex offenders by requiring them to verify their
movements when travelling overseas. I understand that
this is to provide a better and more immediate level of
information to police and to act as a deterrent in relation
to sex tourism. While it is important, it is worth noting
that that particular aspect does not seem to have been
covered by the law reform commission’s work. The bill
also changes reporting obligations by reducing
variability of the reporting periods within which
registrants must report changes in their personal details.
The second-reading speech and explanatory
memorandum refer to simplifying arrangements,
although in most cases there are reductions from
14 days to 7 days, including to reflect the fact that the
time frame for reporting some changes to personal
details must be reduced to increase the accountability of
registrable offenders. I assume that the main intent of
the changes to time frames is simply to impose stricter
conditions on offenders on the register. Once again, that
is my assumption, and it would be welcomed if
government members could outline those intentions to
the house and say whether there is any evidence to
show that shortening the reporting period obligations
would assist with prevention of crime.
A further aspect of this bill is that it provides in
clause 28 clearer and more comprehensive
arrangements for the sharing of information about
registered sex offenders. Secretaries of the Department
of Justice and the Department of Human Services can

While the bill is silent as to how or to whom the
secretary might be authorised to disclose information, I
assume that the minister will seek to clarify that through
regulations or protocols, if only to clarify the powers of
the secretary. It would be useful to clarify aspects of
this — for example, will the secretary provide
authorisations on a group or an individual basis, and
what are the practical issues the secretary may need to
consider in that process?
In clause 13 the bill further provides the chief
commissioner with the power to retain important
information and intelligence on registered sex offenders
after they have completed their period of registration.
No doubt this will assist police in their efforts to solve
future sexual crimes, as it is apparent that for many
sexual offenders there is a pattern of reoffending over a
very long period of time. The retention of information
may also ultimately assist with the sharing of
information between jurisdictions in Australia and help
deal with unsolved crimes, particularly as there are
significant advances in things such as DNA testing and
other forensic crime processes that can solve crimes
that have remained unresolved for many years.
The bill provides for new indictable offences for
registered sex offenders who fail to report changes in
personal details or who furnish false or misleading
information to police. I note that recommendation 29 of
the Victorian Law Reform Commission report relates to
this, but it recommends combining everything into a
single offence with a level 7 penalty. The bill provides
for a mixture of level 6 and 7 penalties, which is similar
to the penalties imposed at present. Whilst this aspect of
the commission’s report is in the bill, suggested entry
and search recommendations by the commission are not
included in the bill, which leaves a gap between the
work of the commission and what is dealt with in this
bill.
Clause 16 of the bill provides the chief commissioner
with the power to suspend the reporting obligations of
certain registered sex offenders if they are satisfied that
the registrant does not pose a risk to the sexual safety of
the community. This provision was included in the
commission’s report, although it was not dealt with in
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the minister’s press statements. Again, government
members might explain that omission or clarify the
circumstances under which the chief commissioner
might be expected to exercise that power. I assume, for
example, that if someone on the sex offenders register
became permanently incapacitated, police would no
longer be required to exercise the sorts of powers they
would under this and other legislation available to
them.
As I alluded to before, the bill seeks to codify
arrangements for relevant agencies to exchange
fulsome and timely information with each other to
protect the safety and wellbeing of children who come
into contact with registered sex offenders. I note that in
his second-reading speech the minister referred to
codifying existing arrangements. This is a curious
aspect of the bill. If all the arrangements for
information exchange are extant, I am not sure why the
bill needs to codify them. It is also not clear what the
bill adds to the existing arrangements, if anything — for
example, is there some case law that requires specific
codification? That is not clear.
It is worth making the point, or at least posing the
question, about how this provision relates to the
Ombudsman’s findings that existing arrangements were
inadequate. Was it a matter of systems failure or a lack
of clarity and guidance in previous regulations? System
failure is very much our concern in the areas of child
protection and rising crime rates, including the
extraordinary rise in the number of offences under the
Sex Offenders Registration Act, which I dealt with in
the earlier part of my contribution. The bill also
contains some minor provisions in regard to transitional
arrangements and FOI, which do not pose any concerns
to the opposition.
I conclude by saying that Labor takes very seriously
issues in regard to sexual crimes and offences. In my
own electorate right now there are real concerns over a
serial sex offender who is preying on women who are
doing nothing more than getting out in the morning to
exercise or walk. Some of those women have been
wearing headphones and have been targeted. It really
shakes the confidence of the community when these
offences are committed, but even more so when a series
of offences are committed. To their credit the police, as
you would expect, have done a power of work in
seeking to apprehend this offender, but also to keep the
community alert to some of the things its members can
do in order to better protect themselves. None of us
wants these sorts of people in our communities where
their heinous crimes shake the confidence of everyone.
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This really goes to the issue about the community being
convinced that Victoria is a safer place today than it
was in 2010. It is a ridiculous proposition that is
continually put. It is a proposition that my community
and other communities are having to stomach through a
continuous cycle of advertisements telling them that
they are safer. The government was happy in 2010 to
rely on the crime statistics to make the case that
Victoria was not safe, which by the way it was. Under
Labor there was an increase in police and a reduction in
crime for each and every year it was in government.
If the government was happy to use those
measurements when it was in opposition, it should be
prepared to face up to the fact that it needs to be
measured by those same statistics. It should stop the
nonsense that it continues to promote across the media
outlets with its ridiculous and outrageous ads. However,
as sure as night follows day we will continue to hear
government members, one after another, stand up and
boast about their government’s record on law and order.
I encourage those members to visit my community and
explain how these policies are helping those women
who want to do nothing more than go out for a
weekend jog or who are too afraid to venture out in the
community for some leisure activities.
I will not trek back over crime rates — we all know
they are up. Our collective priority should be to keep
people and children safe from sexual predators. The
record of this government is just not good enough. The
increase in the number of offences under the Sex
Offenders Registration Act 2004 is alarming, and the
government and the minister have been sitting on their
hands for far too long. Again I return to the fact that the
bill emanates from a report in 2011, which was made
public in early 2012, but on the last sitting day of this
term of the Parliament, in October 2014, we are
debating the bill. We do have a bill before us at last,
nearly three years after the Law Reform Commission
presented its report, but since the 2010–11 financial
year crime has increased by nearly 21 per cent, in just
three years.
Police have been hamstrung by having to find more
than $100 million of savings in their budget, and as a
result they have reduced the number of civilian staff by
approximately 400. No wonder we are seeing
half-done, late legislation. On behalf of the opposition I
am willing to allow the passage of the bill without
opposition, but I condemn the government for its failure
on law and order and its failure to rein in the crime rate,
including by sex offenders on the register.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — It is my pleasure
to speak on the Sex Offenders Registration Amendment
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Bill 2014. This is a very important bill, and I commend
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services, the
Minister for Community Services and the
Attorney-General for their work in this area. We have
been diligent in working towards ensuring that the
public feels safe. Policing and law and order have been
top priorities for our government. We have provided
record funding in policing, introduced a number of
reforms in law and order and introduced a range of laws
around ensuring that children and families feel safe and
that we stamp out the horrid family violence that
surrounds us.
I also commend the government and those involved in
the Betrayal of Trust report, which goes to the heart of
ensuring that all our children feel safe and are protected
in every possible way. It is interesting that the member
for Williamstown said we as a government have not
done enough and that he criticised us for the work we
have done. He went on to talk about the issue of family
violence and said the government has not done enough
to protect women. That is an appalling thing to say,
particularly as in the last few weeks we have introduced
a comprehensive policy supported by $150 million
funding to ensure that women feel safe. The
implementation of the policy includes education
utilising the latest technology in regard to protection of
women, as well as changes to the monitoring of sex
offenders.
What was the response from the opposition when we
released the policy last week? The shadow
Attorney-General said, ‘Too little too late. We don’t
think the government has done enough. When we are in
government we will have a royal commission into this
matter’. That is typical of the opposition. It is all about
talking about things and not doing anything at all. It is
quick to criticise, and its criticism of this bill is an
example of that. The shadow minister for police, the
member for Williamstown, could have stood up and
said, ‘This is important legislation that we need to
pass’. He could have shown bipartisanship in this area
and said, ‘This is something that together we should be
working on to ensure that sex offenders are held to
account and children are kept safe on our streets’. But
what did he do? He grandstanded and said the bill was
too little too late, that we should have moved more
quickly and that his party would have moved more
quickly. But in 11 years the opposition did nothing in
this area.
We are mopping up, fixing up and introducing
important legislation. The bill creates an indictable
offence for registrants who fail to report changes in
personal details or who furnish false or misleading
information about certain personal details to police
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responsible for managing them. That is an important
change in the legislation — that sex offenders need to
report in a timely manner the contact they have with
children. Previously contact was measured exclusively
by time, but now it will be measured in terms of actual
contact because however brief the contact, it may be
enough to be considered a breach of the offence. The
bill defines ‘contact’ in order to ensure that all periods
in which a child comes into contact with an offender
are properly monitored.
One of the most important elements of the change is
that it imposes stricter controls for registrants when
they move or travel. In the media we have seen reports
of sex tourism, where people head overseas and commit
crimes against children. Prior to the bill being
introduced a lot of that information was not recorded,
reported or monitored, but the measures in the bill
ensure that a whole range of information, including
where an offender stays while overseas, what they do
and all their arrangements and information are reported
back to ensure that we know what is happening. It
clarifies that reporting element and ensures that all of
the information is taken into account.
Another important change to the legislation is that it
gives police officers the express power to disclose the
identity of a registered sex offender to a parent,
guardian or another third party where doing so protects
the child safety. Previously this information would have
remained confidential. In a situation where someone
was responsible for the care of a child and unwittingly
allowed a potential sex offender to come into contact
with the child, the police would not necessarily have
been able to disclose that information to the child’s
carer. This is important. We know that often these
crimes are committed because there is insufficient
awareness of an offender and the person who is best
served by having this information is the carer. In many
instances children do not understand the dangers that
are around them, so it is important that those carers and
guardians have that information.
The bill creates new indictable offences for people on
the register who fail to report changes in their personal
details. It allows police to prosecute offenders on the
register who fail to report or lie to police about
information that could lead to reoffending, including
information about contact with children, online
identities, telephone details, club affiliations and
memberships. The bill creates summary offences for
the non-reporting of certain personal details that may
lead to reoffending. It clarifies when people on the
register are required to report to police and ensures that
all the relevant information is retained if police believe
the information may be needed at a further time. The
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bill now allows police to retain that information rather
than having to destroy it as they would have in the past.
In the last moments of my contribution on this bill I
would like to commend the government for its
diligence in delivering on law and order and policing
which ensures that our citizens feel safe on our streets.
We have done it through record funding of police
services. We have trained and introduced 1700 new
police on our streets, and we are very proud of the work
that our police officers do and conscious of the danger
they are subjected to every day. The introduction of
protective services officers on each and every train
station from 6.00 p.m. until the last train departs has
ensured that commuters feel safe. We know from the
feedback of many of those commuters that they face a
completely different situation now when they are
travelling on public transport. Public transport is the
artery from our suburbs into and through the city and
can be a filter for crime in many instances. Having
those protective services officers visible on train
stations ensures that commuters feel safe.
It is absolutely critical with anything we do in this
house that the safety of our citizens is paramount, that
law and order is paramount and, in relation to this
particular bill, that the safety of children is paramount. I
am sure all members of the house feel the same way. It
is my pleasure to commend to the house a bill that
seeks to ensure that children in Victoria continue to be
safe under our government.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) — I rise to make a
contribution to the debate on the Sex Offenders
Registration Amendment Bill 2014. I acknowledge that
Labor will be supporting this bill.
I wish to comment in response to the member for
Caulfield’s inappropriate attack on the member for
Williamstown. Rather than arguing on the facts he
argued against the member. I want to point out that it is
not only the role of the opposition but the duty of the
opposition to highlight deficiencies so that we get better
results. I am particularly bemused that the member for
Caulfield claimed the member for Williamstown did
not make his contribution in a bipartisan way, because I
would argue he went out of his way to do that. The
issue of bipartisanship is critical. It should never be
forgotten that bipartisanship is the gift of the
opposition; that is the ultimate proposition.
We now understand that the sexual and physical abuse
of children has been endemic in many public and
private institutions of our state for a long time. We
know there has been a failure to address these issues
when they have been brought to the attention of those
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organisations. We know the criminal justice system has
been deficient in protecting victims and potential
victims. We know that an alternative dispute resolution
system is required to complement the civil law
remedies. We know all critical reforms are required and
there is no excuse for not having moved on these
reforms on all fronts.
The value of the inquiry into child sexual abuse by
religious and other non-government organisations and
the publication of the report, Betrayal of Trust, was that
it validated the rights of individuals. However, this
government has failed to deliver on changing the broad
principles which are crystal clear and incontrovertible.
It is to the advantage of the organisations that appeared
before the inquiry to postpone or delay the
implementation of the recommendations in the
anticipation that eventually the community will move
on, leaving them relatively unscathed in the long term.
That is exactly what has happened in other
jurisdictions.
If accountability simply involves acceptance of
temporary outbursts of anger and nothing more, then it
is not meaningful to anyone, least of all the victims, and
it does not provide any greater protection for the future.
Criminal sexual abuse of children was covered up
because the institutions knew of its significance. This is
the critical motivation for the cover-up that led to wilful
blindness, codes of silence and noble cause corruption.
This was outlined in detail in the Betrayal of Trust
report.
I remind the Parliament that the Betrayal of Trust report
identified a cover-up that killed. That is the proposition
we are dealing with here. There is no conceivable
justification for not implementing all of the
recommendations that won bipartisan support.
Bipartisanship is critical, it is rare and it should not be
squandered. It was given in good faith that this would
be the mechanism for all of the recommendations to be
implemented in the 57th Parliament, and here we are
today, on the day that this Parliament expires, and it has
not been done. That is a failure of this government. It is
a failure of its duty, and it is a failure of the people
whom we as a Parliament invited to come here and to
testify.
This was harrowing evidence for everyone involved.
An 87-year-old woman disclosed for the first time what
had happened. The people who came before this
Parliament showed enormous fortitude. They were
courageous to do it. We now know that it takes on
average 23 years before people can even address these
issues that have blighted their lives. They stood on the
steps here on the day that the Betrayal of Trust report
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was handed down. They came in and listened to what
was being debated and the response to it on that day.
They had what they called the Rally of Hope. They had
red balloons, and they really wanted to hear the
response. They were absolutely delighted that they had
been heard, and that was incredibly important. I was in
Queen’s Hall, and they dragged me out to address the
rally on the fly. We had middle-aged men weeping with
joy, we had women who had been silenced by
unspeakable crimes from the time they were girls
giving three cheers for the Parliament of Victoria, the
57th Parliament — cheers that we had bipartisanship on
this issue, that we were going to implement all of the
recommendations.
Since then I have appealed in a bipartisan way at every
opportunity to the government to introduce all of the
recommendations, because if we do not implement
them, we fail these people. Does the government not
understand what is going on? There is another
excuse — ‘Wait until the royal commission hands
down its findings’. It is irrelevant; we know the royal
commission will only echo what we have revealed. It is
no longer good enough to say about the past, ‘We
didn’t know’. Yes, there was a cover-up, but it is now
revealed. In my view that makes it worse that we have
not acted in this 57th Parliament and that we have not
delivered on our duty to all these people and to the
community to provide a safer Victoria. This is the least
we should have done.
I have raised it in adjournment matters for the Premier
and the Attorney-General. I have gone to the media. I
have campaigned as best I can in a bipartisan way, and
I will continue to do this. The Labor Party is on the
record as saying that should we win the great privilege
and honour of the right to govern the state of Victoria,
we will implement all of these recommendations,
because here is what is going on: religious institutions
are saying to the government, ‘You don’t have to do
this, wait until the royal commission hands down its
findings’. Then they are saying to the royal
commission, ‘No, it is a states issue, let them do it’.
This is what has happened in other jurisdictions.
Eventually what will happen is that other events will
overtake this issue and the media attention, the
community focus, the focus of this Parliament will
move to other issues. These people could be left yet
again.
Some of our leading philanthropists have written to the
Premier. They wrote to me, and I raised it in the
Parliament — again in a bipartisan way — so that what
needs to be done actually gets done. They have said,
‘Please don’t do this’, and they have stated that if the
recommendations were not implemented it would be, in
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their words, another betrayal of trust. I really want
members to think about what has happened to these
people and how institutions have failed them all their
lives. We invited them and we asked them to go
through these harrowing, life-defining issues in many
ways. We had parents whose children had committed
suicide, and they came. They showed enormous
courage. You can see how they still carry it. It is right
there; you look into their eyes and you can see it. You
can see the hurt. We had the opportunity to stand as one
and to get all of this passed. The evidence is
incontrovertible; there are no valid excuses. It goes to
the issue of why people feel betrayed by institutions on
a bigger level and why there is a lack of faith. This was
the opportunity we had to do this together.
I want to thank all of the members who were on the
Betrayal of Trust inquiry, right across the political
spectrum. Liberal Party members, Nationals members
and my colleague, the member for Thomastown, all did
a great job. We all gave it everything we could. The
member for Hawthorn has come into the house; I want
to acknowledge the member for Hawthorn, the former
Premier, for setting up the inquiry. It is rare that we
have an opportunity to make systemic changes that will
affect generations of people. That is my sorrow today.
That is my regret — that on the final day of the
57th Parliament I am standing here saying, ‘Why didn’t
it happen?’. It should have happened, and this is the
least we should have done. In good faith I ask that no
matter who wins the right and the privilege of
governing the state of Victoria for the 58th Parliament,
we get this done. We do not have to wait for a royal
commission — no more ducking and diving and
walking away and finding excuses. This is what shreds
credibility institutionally. It has got to be done better,
and hopefully it will be done under Labor.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.

VALEDICTORY STATEMENTS
Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation) — I seek
leave for retiring members to make valedictory
statements for a maximum of 10 minutes each.
Leave granted.
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Mr KOTSIRAS (Bulleen) — Being a member of
the Victorian Parliament is an honour and an enormous
privilege. It has its rewards but also its challenges. You
have good days and you have bad days. I have had the
privilege of serving the people of the electorate of
Bulleen as a local member for 15 years, and together
we have achieved much. I thank them for their trust,
support and encouragement, and I owe them my
gratitude. As the local member I was driven by what is
right and wrong, not by left or right or political
ideology.
As Minister for Multicultural Affairs and Citizenship I
emphasised to all Victorians that if you try hard
enough, you can have unity through diversity — and
Victoria is a better place for valuing our cultural
diversity. As Minister for Energy and Resources I tried
to make it fairer for consumers and to deliver benefits
to all consumers, and I tried to instil in mining
companies the thought that they need a social licence as
well as a mining licence to be successful.
As a member of Parliament, in your party room you
participate in debates, you feel the tension and the
anxiety, you hear emotionally charged views on social
issues and you discuss political directions. Then you
come out of your party room and repeat the whole
process again in this place. On a daily basis you deny
what is written about you, you question what is said
about you and you refute what others allege that you
have done — and that is simply dealing with our media,
because on a daily basis we are individually assessed by
our friends in the media. We are assessed on our
performance in Parliament, on our performance on TV,
on the number of times we appear in the media, on the
number of stories we give the media — and we get
bonus marks should it be a leak from our own party —
on the type of car we drive and whether it has a sunroof
or tow bar, and on whether the local sporting club has
offered us a free cappuccino. We are constantly put
under the microscope, and I welcome that. It comes
with the job, and if you cannot handle the scrutiny, you
are in the wrong business.
Our friends in the media are the same people who
blame the editor or subeditor when your quote is
missing from a story that you have given them. But the
reality is that we cannot do without the fourth estate; it
is part of our political process. I thank those individual
journalists I have exchanged words or shared a cup of
coffee with over the years. It has been a real joy
responding to their inquiries, especially at 5 o’clock in
the morning. The one thing I will really miss is hearing,
‘Mate, this is off the record. Can you tell me about …’,
which is code for, ‘I’ve written the story, I’ve got no
facts, but please give me something which I can hang it
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on’. I did not realise the number of senior spokespeople
we have in the Liberal Party!
I also thank the ethnic and multicultural media, which
are valuable, especially Neos Kosmos, radio 3XY, Il
Globo and El Telegraph for their support. I hope that at
some stage we will find room for our multicultural
media in the media gallery, because I think they
deserve it.
I also thank those in the Greek community of Victoria
for their support over the last 15 years. My success has
been partly due to their assistance and encouragement. I
would like to thank the Premier for having confidence
in me and giving me an additional responsibility with
the energy and resources portfolio. Denis, you are a
great Premier and a great leader. You are a leader who
is able to relate to people, a person who keeps his word,
and a Premier with a real vision for Victoria. I wish you
all the best in the future.
I say to my former ministerial colleagues, it was
fantastic working with you. If I remember anything
from those cabinet meetings, it has to be the cabinet
lunches that we individually paid for. That is for our
friends in the media. The search for that elusive meat
platter reminded me of my children during the annual
Easter egg hunt. I am very proud to have been part of a
team that has made a real difference to Victoria. To my
Liberal and Nationals parliamentary colleagues, I thank
you for your friendship, advice and companionship
during the last 15 years. I say a special thankyou to all
the members of the prayers group, which has met
religiously at 6.00 p.m. every sitting day for
30 minutes. I hope prayers will continue in the new
Parliament, and I endorse the member for Nepean as
the new chairman of that group.
To my parliamentary colleagues on the other side, I
have come to know some of you via committee work
and our overseas trips, and I thank you for your
friendship. Can I say to the member for Eltham that I
will remain true to my word and not reveal our
activities and interests overseas for the rest of my life.
To the Leader of the Opposition, I thank you for your
bipartisan support for multicultural affairs.
Unfortunately your kind words and praise for me at
events made me spend an hour convincing the people
present that I was not a member of the ALP.
Thanks to my electorate staff, Trish Drivas, Vita
Brecevic and Sarah Moate, for their loyalty and hard
work over the years. Our electorate staff are the people
who make us look good. This is especially true when
you are a minister. They are the ones who deal with
constituents that you do not want to deal with or that
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you are unable to see. To my former ministerial staff,
Con Allimonos, Anthony Moate, Abilene Roscoe, Greg
Hannan, Miranda Oakes, Peter Leminos and Roula
Hatzimanolis, I say thank you for your guidance,
support and loyalty while I was minister. I could not
have achieved anything without your assistance.

asked me, ‘What did you do today? How was work?’
Your interest and care has been profound and enduring.
Through times of immense elation or hell, and
everything in between, you have always been with me.
To have you as my husband has been the greatest gift of
my life.

I need to thank the clerks, of course. Apologies to the
clerks for not honouring my commitment to bring back
the wigs, as I promised you I would if we formed
government. To the rest of the staff in this Parliament, I
thank you for making my life so much easier. The
Victorian Parliament works so smoothly and efficiently
thanks to your efforts. I would like to thank my
chairman, Malcolm Andrewartha, and his wife,
Margaret, for their support, guidance and advice over
the last 15 years, and more recently, Eddy Gisonda, for
his tireless efforts.

Thanks to our children, Clare, Greg, Tim and Rebecca.
Dad and I are so proud of the wonderful daughters and
sons that you are and the good citizens which you have
become. For you I am just ‘Mum.’ Your spirit, family
values and work ethics are individually moulded but
you are obviously partly the product of our family’s
political involvement. Hopefully I have taught you to
give 110 per cent to your work but to remember that no
work deserves the sacrifice of your nature and values.
You live longer with yourself than with any job or
cause. For Dad and me, you are the greatest gifts of our
lives.

I also need to thank all the branch members in the
electorate of Bulleen. Each and every one of you was
instrumental in ensuring that we did better at every
election. While some of my colleagues on this side of
the house would say that the Bulleen annual general
meeting was held during our annual family Christmas
dinner, the reality is that the membership must be
representative of the local community in order to be
successful.
I came into this place in opposition, and it has been a
fantastic journey to go from opposition to government
and to serve as a minister. I have to say there is no
better place to learn the ropes, gain the skills and get to
know the people than in opposition, because when you
finally get into government you never want to go back
to opposition. While I wish all of you all the best for the
forthcoming elections I believe those opposite need a
few more years to experience opposition so they can
appreciate government in 2030.
Finally, I say thank you to my family — my wife,
Angela, and children, Stavroula, Costa and James, and
my grandchildren — Angelina, Alexia, Angelique and
Peter. Thank you for your help over the last 15 years.
Thank you to my mum and my father for their
sacrifices; I appreciate the work. I thank you all and
wish you all the best.
Honourable members applauded.
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) — I thank the
Parliament for the unique opportunity to express my
gratitude. Firstly, thank you to Kevin, my wonderful
husband of 371⁄2 years. For just over 50 per cent of our
married life I have been the member for Pascoe Vale,
and virtually every night during that time you have

To my extended family, especially my mum, dad,
siblings and friends, thanks for sustaining me. As the
nomination form for the seat of Pascoe Vale was an
official document I signed it as ‘Christine’, which
introduced a dividing line into my life. Before that,
except for Mum and Dad, everyone called me Chris. To
my lifelong friends who call me Chris I promise that in
future when we are partying my mobile phone will be
off. If it goes off, put it in water, not the glass of red or
white that I hope we are enjoying!
To Labor Party members, thank you for the honour of
being preselected five times. To the two State
Electorate Campaign Committee (SECC) office-bearers
who have long service awards — our inaugural and
ongoing campaign secretary, Michael Leahy, and Ron
Spencer, our treasurer — I say thank you. Our SECC
composition was always fully inclusive of the very rich
tapestry of Labor. Our campaign teams and volunteers
for each election have been superb. Together, our
successful campaigns have promoted Pascoe Vale from
18th when I was preselected to 14th in my first election.
That result was either maintained or improved. In 1999
we were 11th; in 2002 we were 14th; in 2006 we were
11th and at the last election we were 9th. With the new
boundaries we are 7th on the pendulum and we have an
increased two-party preferred vote. I am proud of these
immensely important results for our party and for my
team at Pascoe Vale.
To my constituents in Pascoe Vale, thank you for these
electoral results, which indicate your trust and
appreciation of me and the outstanding work of my
outstanding electorate officers. ‘Making people the
priority’ has been my motto since being preselected in
1995. Together with my electorate office team I have
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strived to live and deliver that motto. We have
delivered first-class individual and personalised service
and established a trusting partnership on many
community projects. I sincerely thank my electorate
officers for their dedication to constituents, to the party
and to me. Particular thanks go to Kerrie Loughnan,
Jenny Lobato and Kathleen Matthews-Ward, who have
worked on all my campaigns.
In partnership with my staff, the Labor team, inspiring
community visionaries and the Moreland City Council
team, we have achieved significant results for the
electorate including delivery of the entire Edgars Creek
parkland management to Moreland City Council. We
have rebuilt Pascoe Vale North Primary School and
Oak Park Primary School, saved Glenroy Valley open
space from subdivision with its transferral to Moreland
City Council for public open space, built the new
Fawkner police station, retained the old Oak Park High
School gym for the Strathmore Unicorns Basketball
Club, established Harmony Park and obtained funding
for its Access for All Abilities playground.
We have also completed the Upfield shared pathway to
the end of my electorate and achieved many other
wonderful sporting upgrades such as those at the
Pascoe Vale Sports Club, the Glenroy sports
association and the Pascoe Vale Soccer Club, lighting
for the Moreland Wolves Soccer Club, court upgrades
for the Hadfield, Glenroy and Oak Park tennis clubs
and the Hadfield Netball Club as well as new multi-use
courts in Gowanbrae. They were all delivered under
Labor — only Labor! Thanks to our Labor state
governments, ministers and advisers who delivered
these projects, some in partnership with Moreland City
Council and our local communities.
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Roads knows that I have forwarded to him 55 written
constituent complaints about their inability to sleep or
open windows because of the Western Ring Road and
their desperate need for noise walls. I have good news
for him: after November he need no longer be kept
awake thinking about what innovative ways he will say
no, because an Andrews Labor government is going to
deliver those noise walls. The Minister for Education,
who knows Team Westbreen Primary School has
relentlessly raised the issue of its school rebuild, will be
able to sleep easy too: I will no longer be handpassing
him his Carlton footballs across the chamber with the
relevant messages inside because an Andrews
government is going to rebuild the Westbreen Primary
School.
I will refer to some assorted highlights. The Victorian
adoption apology in October 2012 and the national
apology in May 2013 were immense. I thank Elizabeth
Edwards and other mothers whose children were
illegally taken from them for adoption for their fortitude
and endurance. In 1996, as shadow minister for women,
I sat in disbelief as I was briefed for hours on example
after example of illegal adoptions of children who had
been stolen. The apologies occurred because of the
relentless and courageous endeavours of mothers for
the truth to be recognised — the truth that they gave
birth to babies whom they loved and continue loving.
Elizabeth’s outstanding leadership has extended from
this state to national and international movements, and
other parliaments are now learning the truth from brave
mothers who are giving evidence of how they were
unsupported and/or duped and had their children stolen.
We thank them for their persistence and for teaching us
the truth.

There are so many individual and delightful
constituents who have contacted my electorate office
and been looked after in the way we or our own
parents, siblings, friends or children would like to be
looked after. They have persistently received caring and
courteous advice, delivered with great integrity. I can
give lots of examples, but I want to quote the one we
are never able to help people with: they could not
understand why we could not get them off speeding
fines, red-light fines, parking fines or myki fines. The
lowlight was Melbourne Water and the misleading of
Pascoe Vale residents. If any member of senior
management at Melbourne Water ever wants to get in
touch with me and take on board what they should have
done and can still do, I am still available and my mobile
number remains unchanged.

Elizabeth was also one of the many mothers who tried
to warn Victorian MPs that surrogacy was the new
form of abuse of some mothers for the benefit of
childless couples. At the time her comments seemed
alarmist to me and many MPs, but recent events have
proven her wise insights. To be a parent is not a right;
surrogacy serves the same end as unlawful adoption.
My vote would go to Elizabeth for an Australian of the
Year award. The joy of meeting so many adoptees,
such as Tom Corneille, who have stood beside
Elizabeth and other mothers, is profound, as is the
heartbreak of mothers such as June Smith, whose adult
child refuses to meet her. One joy of being an MP who
has travelled during the last 18 years and has been
touched so much by adoption is Tom’s annual
Valentine’s Day card, which is addressed to ‘his girl in
the big house’.

It is not only Labor ministers who know of Team
Pascoe Vale’s persistent advocacy. The Minister for

When the opportunity to exercise conscience votes
occurred, I did so. I could have sat on the sidelines and
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walked into the chamber for the vote, but to the acclaim
of some and the consternation of others I chose to
speak. What I said, I believed. What I believed, I said.
Two reasons prompted me to stand for Parliament: one
was the gag by the Kennett government on welfare
agencies, committees and staff, which manifested itself
in funding threats to the agency I managed. One of the
things I spoke about then was surrogacy. Interestingly
that gag ended up with me nominating and then
fighting the Labor government on surrogacy. I will
continue to speak and advocate. As one colleague said
in an interesting comment, ‘Even if your constituents
do not agree with you on bioethical matters, they know
that if they ask for support on any other matters, they
know you will present their case, even if it means
challenging colleagues’.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.
Honourable members applauded.
Mrs POWELL (Shepparton) — On 15 May 1996 I
stood in the Legislative Council with great excitement
and optimism and gave my inaugural speech. Today,
almost 181⁄2 years later, I stand in this place with some
sadness but also some satisfaction to make my
valedictory speech. It has been a great honour and
privilege to have been elected as a member of the
Victorian Parliament as a representative for the
electorate of North Eastern Province in the other place
and, from 2002, the wonderful electorate of Shepparton
in this place. I thank the community of Shepparton
district for putting their faith and trust in me by
re-electing me over the years to represent their interests
in this Parliament.
I particularly thank my wonderful husband of 44 years,
Ian, for his love, support and patience. When the
community elected me they got two for the price of
one, as Ian often joins me at community events as well
as being a leader in the community in his own right. He
is in the gallery this morning. I thank my two wonderful
sons, Corey and Nathan, for their unfailing love and
support. They have helped me at every election. I also
thank my wonderful daughters-in-law, Allyson and
Verity, and precious grandsons Alex, Cody and
Thomas. Hopefully I will now be able to spend more
time with them.
I have had the proud and unique distinction of being the
first woman elected to The Nationals in Victoria in both
houses of Parliament. I acknowledge the great support
of my Nationals colleagues. Even though as members
of Parliament we are spread right across rural and
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regional Victoria we are a close-knit unit. It is like
having 12 brothers, and their wives. I particularly
acknowledge the great support and guidance given to
me by the wonderful Leader of The Nationals, Peter
Ryan. Despite all of his commitments he still finds time
to support each and every one of us. I also thank The
Nationals party head office and its staff.
It has been a privilege to be a part of this successful
coalition government. I would like to thank my Liberal
Party colleagues for their friendship and support, and I
acknowledge the Premier, Denis Napthine, for his
strong leadership. I also congratulate the Leader of the
House, Louise Asher, for her leadership and hard work
over this last year.
As members of Parliament we are often away from our
electorates, so it is vital to have good electorate staff.
Fortunately for me, I do. I thank my electorate officer,
Diane Bethel, my right-hand person who is so
professional and good with the community; Lindsay
Dann, my research and media adviser, who knows just
about everybody in Shepparton and has probably taught
them; and Greg Barr, who was a fantastic electorate
officer but resigned after working for me for 10 years
and is now The Nationals candidate for the seat of
Shepparton. He will make a wonderful member of
Parliament if he is fortunate enough to be elected at the
coming election. I also thank my former staff Kristen,
Gen and Ro.
I would like to acknowledge my wonderful branch
members who support me at every election. Thank you
also to the president of my Assembly electorate district
council, Terry Lanyon. I would like to acknowledge a
former member for Shepparton, Don Kilgour, for his
guidance and support and his wife, Cheryl, for their
friendship and support to me and to The Nationals.
After the last election I was honoured to become the
Minister for Local Government and Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, and I thank the Leader of The
Nationals and former Premier Ted Baillieu for that
opportunity, which was endorsed by Premier Denis
Napthine when he was selecting his cabinet. I am very
proud of the work we did as a cabinet and as a
government. I am proud of the work we did in
consultation with local councils, delivering the most
significant reform in local government in two decades.
Thank you to the leadership and staff of Local
Government Victoria for their hard work. My
experience as a councillor and shire president of the
former Shepparton shire and commissioner of the shire
of Campaspe showed me the importance of local
government.

VALEDICTORY STATEMENTS
Thursday, 16 October 2014

ASSEMBLY

I thank the leadership and staff of the Office of
Aboriginal Affairs Victoria for their commitment and
support to Indigenous Victorians. I am particularly
proud to have helped establish the Victorian Indigenous
Honour Roll, which records Indigenous Victorians who
make a substantial contribution to their community and
to Victoria.
I acknowledge the bipartisan support of the opposition
when dealing with matters important to Indigenous
Victorians. The shadow Minister for Local Government
and shadow minister for Aboriginal affairs and Closing
the Gap, the member for Richmond, and I have worked
respectfully and professionally with each other, as we
did when he was the Minister for Local Government
and Minister for Aboriginal Affairs. I thank those
opposition members who I have worked with on a
number of committees for their friendship and great
support.
As a minister you need plenty of support, and I am
grateful to have had very professional ministerial staff,
who are now the new minister’s staff. I acknowledge
my former chief of staff Simon Price, who was always
on call; my executive assistant Melissa Short, for whom
nothing was ever too much trouble; my advisers Josh
Smith, James Martin and Sean Burton; departmental
liaison officers Brendan, Rosie and Clara; and my
former ministerial staff James, Kylie, Greg and Leon.
As a minister, drivers are also important. Those who
have had the opportunity of having a driver understand
how close you get to them because you are in the car
with them over many kilometres. I acknowledge Paul
Trevaskis, who almost became part of our family, as
well as his wife, Bec, and his son, Stan. I also thank
Don and Alan.
I thank the parliamentary staff, including John Nugent
and the Hansard staff; Paul, Karen and staff in catering;
the attendants of both houses of Parliament; the
Speaker; and the Clerk. Thank you, Ray Purdey, for
your wisdom and guidance. I also thank the media; I
have always been treated respectfully and fairly.
My father brought his family to Australia from
Liverpool, England, because the adverts said it was the
land of opportunity, and for a ten-pound Pom who grew
up in public housing and went to public schools to have
the opportunity to be a member of Her Majesty’s
government shows that Victoria truly is the state of
opportunity.
I am grateful and honoured to have had the opportunity
to represent my community in this place. We should
never, ever forget why we were elected and who
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elected us. The great Peter Ross-Edwards, a former
Leader of The Nationals and a former member for
Shepparton, told me that you must always be part of
your community. I hope I was able to make a difference
for the better.
To my colleagues who are retiring — those on our side
and those on the opposition side — I wish you good
health and happiness in whatever you do in your future.
I wish you all the best for any other career you have. I
hope it is not retirement and that you find something
else to do when you leave this place. To those who are
continuing, I wish you good luck and all the best for the
58th Parliament of Victoria.
In this place you get the opportunity to mould
legislation and laws for the community of Victoria. It is
a very special honour. As a member of this Parliament,
every time legislation came in I looked to my
conscience, to the way I was brought up and to the
advice I was given by many people, and I made
decisions on legislation. In most instances the
opposition also supported the legislation we as a
government brought in. This is a place where you
reform laws when there are inaccuracies or
improvements that can be made. We make those
improvements.
It has been an absolute delight and a great journey. I
wish you all the best, and I wish everybody the best in
the 58th Parliament.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) — I will
speak about 22 years in 10 minutes. I am the longest
serving member for Dandenong and the first from a
migrant background, which is very fitting for one of the
most culturally diverse parts of Victoria. I have served
six terms, and two as a minister. There is no greater
honour than to serve in this place, but after that there is
no greater honour than to be a minister, particularly in
the areas of policy passion that led me into politics in
the first place, and they include my recognition of my
own cultural diversity.
Yesterday we had some Arabic community leaders
come to talk to us about the diversity of the Arab world
and the Middle East, and a Maronite Lebanese
addressed us and said, ‘I didn’t really realise I was
something different to Australian until in secondary
school I was asked during the first Gulf War whether I
was pro or against Saddam Hussein’. Those of us from
cultural backgrounds believe in our diversity, but
interestingly I think all of us would agree that our
consciousness is raised by others who choose to
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differentiate us from the rest of what we think it is to be
Australian.
One of my policy areas of interest is diversity and
multiculturalism. For the member for Bulleen and I,
with our Greek heritage — Greece is where democracy
was developed — perhaps the democratic principle is
part of our DNA. The democratic principle of being a
citizen is to serve and to be active, and politics allows
you that opportunity and the opportunity to be involved
in the things you want to do.
Why did I get involved? I wanted to regenerate the area
I grew up in. I grew up in a suburb, Doveton, that was
built as a housing commission area. It was built to
service General Motors, Heinz, International Trucks
and the rest of the manufacturing industry of
Dandenong. It was an area of many British and other
migrants. Dandenong was a place that gave a start in
life to many people, and it continues to do exactly the
same thing. Housing, as expensive as it is, is a little
more affordable there, so if you are starting off with a
chance in life, you will either go to Dandenong or to
Broadmeadows, which is a mirror image of that
community.
If you visit Dandenong now and have a look at the
public facilities, you can see the transformation that has
mostly occurred because of the work of Labor
governments, to be fair about it. I know that other
governments have done their bit, but Labor has
provided the major funding and has worked with
colleagues around creating a vision for renewing and
regenerating Dandenong to harness the additional
opportunities that there are in that area. This includes
re-engineering the area, as manufacturing changes and
declines in some areas and the service sector grows.
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area have been worked on. There is no greater pride
than to be able to be the member who works with their
team to deliver those very positive outcomes. The worst
thing in an area like Dandenong — and there are areas
of lower socio-economic circumstance where great
people live, though they struggle — is to see the place
not looking new or refreshed, giving people the
impression that they do not have access to the same
quality of services that others would expect in other
areas.
I have also been involved in policy areas that have
garnered bipartisan support. I was a minister when we
went through the very tough period of time post 9/11
and in the aftermath of the Bali bombings. It was a
difficult time, made more difficult by Pauline Hanson,
who had a different perspective. They were particularly
difficult times for the most culturally diverse part of
Australia. We saw leadership at that very important
time. We saw leadership by Jeff Kennett as Premier of
the time; we also saw leadership by Premiers Steve
Bracks and John Brumby. As someone from a
culturally diverse background, it was great to see that
strong leadership, which has continued under the
premierships of Ted Baillieu and Denis Napthine.
There has been continuous reaffirmation that we had
these troubled times. It meant we had to do things to
keep the community together and to get the community
to remember that we are a multicultural country, and
that this is a positive thing for us.

Dandenong was missing out on that. If you go and have
a look at the main street of Dandenong you will see the
significant progress that has been made with the state
government office block, the new tax office under
construction, and new private sector offices and
investment moving into that area, with great shops and
retail opportunities. That will continue to grow. It
happened because the Labor government intervened in
the marketplace. In effect it was the developer, because
there was market failure in some of those areas and
organisations. VicUrban, as it was then — it is now
Places Victoria — has had a great team that has helped
to transform Dandenong.

We had to enact new laws. We enacted the racial and
religious tolerance laws, because it was a very tough
time. It brought out various diverse voices, including
extreme voices from people who thought it was okay to
vilify people on the basis of their race and religion.
While it was a difficult time, I want to thank those on
the other side who worked with us through it. They
included Helen Shardey, Phil Honeywood, Nick
Kotsiras and Ted Baillieu, to name but a few. When
they were in opposition, they worked with their teams
to ensure that we had the numbers so that such
important legislation — that I think has stood the test of
time — could be enacted in Victoria and be supported
by all in an environment where we were a minority
government. There were a whole number of public
forums right across the state, which I travelled to, to try
to deal with any people who were opposed to it. I tried
to explain the purposes of the legislation through a
personal approach. I think that assisted in us being able
to deliver these things.

Upgrades have also occurred across many public
facilities. Dandenong Hospital has been totally rebuilt
with more beds; the mental health facilities have been
upgraded, and schools and other public facilities in the

The Multicultural Victoria Act also enshrines
multiculturalism in law. It recognises that the state has
obligations to ensure that it delivers services to
everyone, irrespective of their background. It also
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recognises that people from culturally diverse
backgrounds add to our economy and our society, but
also have some different needs around language and for
culturally appropriate services to be provided. The
Multicultural Victoria Act, which may I say has been
improved during this term of government, is something
that creates an obligation on government to report to
Parliament and the people of Victoria.
The other major policy area for me has been tourism.
To have the opportunity to be a minister working in two
areas that you are passionate about is a rare opportunity.
What I love about tourism is that it is about who we are;
multiculturalism is also about who we are. These things
get us thinking outwards, rather than inwards.
Multiculturalism gets us to think about the communities
all around the world that people have come from to
make Australia, and in particular Melbourne and
Victoria, their home. Tourism is about people wanting
to share the things that they love and enjoy about the
place in which they live. It also adds to the economy,
and has significant multiplier effects. I looked at some
data when I was tourism minister, back in about 2000. I
think the data set revealed it was about a $10.5 billion
industry; now it is a $19.5 billion industry for Victoria.
What other industries have in effect doubled in size in
less than 15 years in this state? I think we really
underplay that as a community, maybe because we
think about the pleasurable side of tourism rather than
thinking about the serious business side, which adds to
jobs and their dispersal across regional Victoria.
Tourism explains who we are. When we pride
ourselves on being the world’s friendliest city or the
world’s most livable city, for international travellers
that equates to multiculturalism, friendly faces,
familiarity, happy-go-lucky Australians who have
opened their doors to the world to let people come and
live here freely and to contribute to this country. That is
what they see, and that has economic bonuses. We are a
great practical example to a troubled world of how so
many people from so many different parts of the world
can live together peacefully and in harmony. Tourism
reinforces that.
Finally, as major projects minister it was great to be
able to travel around Dandenong and the rest of
Victoria, including the city, to see some of the projects
that I was associated with. Federation Square was an
initiative of the Kennett government. When we came
into government it was said in the first briefing,
‘Minister, it is going to cost $550 million. We have
110 million bucks in the bank!’. It was a controversial
project, but now we can see it is something that is really
fantastic.
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I was also told, ‘Minister, we want to get Docklands
kick-started. The financial services industry wants to
move down to a new intersection we are going to call
Bourke Street and Collins Street. We just need a
$48 million bridge as a Collins Street extension. It is
going to link Collins Street to the precinct. Can you go
and get it from the Premier and the Treasurer?’. You
can imagine what it would be like in a new government
going in and saying, ‘We want to get Docklands started.
Give me $48 million for a CBD bridge’. They all
laughed at it, but we did the maths, and we did it.
Docklands has started changing and being transformed.
In the last 40 seconds of my contribution, I want to
thank my staff, both in my former ministerial office and
in my electorate office, particularly long-serving staff,
including Sam Afra, Erica Moulang and Chrissie
Katsimardos. I want to thank my broader family: my
sisters; my brother; my kids, Nathan and Lucy, who as
parents we do not see a lot of, though we drag them to
so many things. I was a single dad for many years, and
that was a hard time. This job does take a toll on you. It
gives you great opportunities, and I have had some of
the best experiences in my life, as well as some of the
most difficult experiences in my life, in this job. It is in
the nature of the job, and we accept this when we go
into it. I wish everyone well in the future, and thanks
for being my friend.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr McINTOSH (Kew) — It has been an honour
and a privilege for me to serve the people of Victoria in
this place, having been elected as the member for Kew
and re-elected on three further occasions. There is a
daunting heritage in Kew in following MPs with such
well-known names as Kent Hughes, Sir Arthur Rylah,
Sir Rupert Hamer and the great Jan Wade, all of whom
made significant contributions to the people of Victoria
beyond their own electorate of Kew. Hopefully in some
small way I have been able to meet the challenge set for
me by the five former members for Kew I have
mentioned.
As a new member, I had a fairly inauspicious start. Of
course I regularly start fitness campaigns. When I say
‘regularly’, I start a fitness campaign probably once a
week, and it usually dies fairly quickly. About two
weeks after I was elected, I was down at the Kew pool.
I had punched out my laps — I did about one and a
half — before I had to get out of the pool, exhausted. I
was standing there in my fish frighteners, absolutely
dripping wet, when a bloke came up to me and said,
‘Excuse me, are you the new member here?’. I puffed
myself up to my full five foot seven and said, ‘As a
matter of fact, I am’, and he said, ‘Well Ted, I’ve got a
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planning problem’. I do not know whether the member
for Hawthorn is laughing, but I must admit it did give
me some degree of mirth.
The pinnacle of my career probably came during the
last four years. I was shadow Minister for Police and
Emergency Services following the Black Saturday
tragedy. It was a very significant event that I witnessed
and which personally moved if not all, then certainly
most people in this place. I can tell the house that there
is probably nothing more useless in an emergency than
a shadow Minister for Police and Emergency Services.
I came to learn that in that sort of crisis there is nothing
much you can do apart from allowing emergency
services workers to do their job.
The thing that impressed me was not only the
contribution of police, firefighters and State Emergency
Services workers but also the contributions of the
thousands of people who contributed in different ways
as a result of what happened that day and thereafter. We
got through the police cordon on the Tuesday after
Black Saturday, which was the first time I had an
opportunity to inspect the fireground with Damian
Drum, a member for Northern Victoria Region in the
other place. The devastation will stick in my memory
for the rest of my life. The thing that really touched me
was going around and seeing the flags that marked the
places where a people had died. Hundreds of
emergency services workers, police and ordinary
citizens were sifting through the rubble of houses and
locating places where they had to put a flag. That was a
defining moment in my life, and it still touches me
today.
Moving on to other matters, as the Minister for
Corrections — and therefore the minister for prisons —
one of the really important moments in my life was
saving the Ararat prison project, which was started by
the former government and which we inherited. By dint
of contractual issues that project fell over. I had to go to
Ararat and explain to the mayor, the chief executive
officer and all the other citizens, including the local
member, that this was a project we were trying to
resurrect. Ararat prison is the biggest employer in the
town, and many others supply the prison and make a
significant living as a result of their involvement with it.
I thought it was my duty to at least go to Ararat on a
number of occasions. Indeed in the seven weeks prior
to the matter being resolved, I went to Ararat prison on
six different occasions. Often I would turn up and say,
‘There is nothing I can do; I cannot give you good
news. I am just here to empathise with you at this
critical time’. However, ultimately we saved Ararat
prison. Again I will mention the member for Hawthorn.
I do not know exactly what happened on this issue
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when he was Premier, but the matter was resolved, and
I was very pleased.
I am very proud that, as probably the shortest man ever
in cabinet, as a minister I had the longest title — the
Minister responsible for the establishment of an
anti-corruption commission. I am very proud of the fact
that we established the first independent, broad-based
anti-corruption commission. No doubt people will say,
‘It is not up to the job’. I have heard all that
commentary, but we established it, and the commission
has significant powers. The people we appointed are led
by Stephen O’Bryan, SC, who is an outstanding
commissioner. He was an outstanding silk at the
Victorian Bar, and while he was a contemporary of
mine that was not the reason we appointed him. The
fact is that he was the outstanding candidate.
Another road to Damascus experience for me relates to
the issue of family violence. Probably two or three
weeks after I was appointed as a minister, the first ever
consultative committee was set up in Mildura. We sat
down with a group of about 20 community leaders. The
council was represented by the mayor, and there were
police officers, emergency services workers and
representatives from the local community, including the
Koori community. I bobbed up and said, ‘What are the
crime prevention issues here?’. Right between the eyes,
their response was that family violence was the biggest
issue they faced. That response was replicated in
something like 20 out of the 22 regional reference
groups we set up.
Family violence is a significant issue. One in three
women faces the prospect of family violence in their
own home, and something like one in four kids will
witness that sort of behaviour. If you were a crime
prevention minister and you could wave a magic wand
and deal with one problem, it would be that issue.
Certainly I was very pleased that we were able to rejig
our crime prevention grants. Indeed I am very pleased
that the Minister for Community Services has now
announced that this government is committing
$150 million to prevent violence against women and
children. I am sure every member in the house joins me
in that.
I will thank a number of people in the moments
remaining to me. I thank all the attendants in this place,
the catering staff and the library staff — and Hansard,
who have corrected all of my fumbles in my speeches. I
also thank all of the garden and maintenance staff. This
must be the most magnificent Parliament House
anywhere in the world, and the garden and maintenance
staff, along with the cleaners, make sure that it operates.
I thank all the clerks, particularly Ray Purdey, for the
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assistance they have given me over the years. I think I
have been back to kiddies’ contracts trying to grapple
with all the exigencies of being Leader of the House.
Certainly I do not envy the current Leader of the House
or indeed, as I was, the current manager of opposition
business.
I thank my electorate chairs, Rob Cameron, Richard
Clancy and David Smart. I particularly thank David for
the nine years during which he put up with me both as a
member and as a candidate and certainly all of the local
Liberals who supported me through that process. I
thank my staff, Natasha, Helen and Anne, and other
staff who have worked with me during the course of the
years.
Finally, I thank my wife, who is in the gallery. This
might be the first speech of mine she been here at
Parliament to hear — and she is probably disgusted!
She has probably stormed out! I hope she is still here.
Can anybody tell? I am not looking. On a serious note, I
again thank my wife. I also thank my son, Rob. This is
a traumatic year for Rob, as he is completing the
Victorian certificate of education at the present time. I
also thank my Italian truffle dog, Quintino Augustus
Agrippa. The chief fundraiser in the Kew electorate
came to me and said, ‘We have just had a dog that has
thrown nine other dogs. We think you should take one’.
I paid a considerable amount of money for this dog, and
of course it is an Italian truffle dog. He does not
understand a word of English, and there are no truffles
in Kew. Having said that, I thank every single member
of this Parliament for their indulgence today in listening
to this old man who is about to retire. Thank you very
much.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr MADDEN (Essendon) — There is some
irony — and it is not lost on me — that for your
inaugural speech in this place you are allocated
30 minutes but for your valedictory speech you are
allocated 10 minutes. I hope that is because promises
can only ever be words and accomplishments speak for
themselves.
In August 1999, when I was approached to contest the
upper house seat of Doutta Galla Province, my
expectation was that if I was successful, I would be
sitting on the backbench in opposition watching and
learning. It took me 14 years to get there. I am
departing after more than 15 years and four
parliamentary terms, three in government and three as a
minister, having held several portfolios beside two
Labor Premiers, having seen two Liberal Premiers and
having served across two chambers. For only one of
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those terms did I sit in a chamber where Labor had a
majority. That might partly explain three no-confidence
motions moved against me, but having played in the
ruck I graciously wear them as a badge of honour.
Serving in public office is one of the greatest privileges
you can have, and I take some satisfaction from the fact
that I am fortunate enough to choose the timing of my
departure. I recall the night of the 1999 election. I had
the role of introducing Steve Bracks at the
Williamstown lifesaving club. I was not across the
vagaries of the electoral system at that time, so in
introducing Steve Bracks I could not work out why
people were so excited. I thought, ‘Gee, if this is what
it’s like when we lose, what about if we win?’. Some
five weeks later I was sitting in Government House,
being sworn in as a minister before I had been sworn in
as a member of Parliament.
From the very first day it has been an absolute
whirlwind, but now it is time to step off. Victoria is an
extraordinary state and Melbourne a magnificent
metropolis. To have made a contribution is deeply
satisfying. The extraordinary dignity, resilience and
perseverance of the vast majority of people in the
Victorian community as they go about their daily
lives — the challenges they face and the joys they share
each and every day — has always been motivation and
inspiration in my role of public representative.
I am a great believer in the virtue of modesty, but I have
learnt that this is not a place for shrinking violets, so I
want to recount what I believe are some of my
achievements. In the sports portfolio there is the
ticketing legislation and the crowd management
legislation, record funding and participation in
community sport, the inception of the rectangular pitch
stadium, record investment in community facility
funding, benchmark investment in state sporting
associations, the country football and netball grants
program, the establishment of a stand-alone facility for
the Victorian Institute of Sport, the resolution of the
AFL-MCG Great Northern Stand redevelopment
funding, the carers card and ensuring that the
headquarters of Netball Australia was relocated to
Melbourne from Sydney. There was also the joy of the
Melbourne 2006 Commonwealth Games, involving the
delivery and execution of the Commonwealth Games,
including the redevelopment of the MCG, the
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre redevelopment,
the William Barak Bridge, the state training velodrome
and state bowls centre, the state shooting centre and the
State Mountain Bike Centre.
In the planning portfolio there is Melbourne @
5 Million, the policy which really equated population
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numbers with investment rather than dates that bore no
relevance to population size; the locking in of the
growth area infrastructure charge; the regional fast rail
link and the road reserve for the outer metropolitan
ring-road; targeted interventions during the global
financial crisis; streamlining building approval for
Building the Education Revolution; fast-tracking major
social housing development during the global financial
crisis; and record renewable energy planning approvals.
There was much done, and there are many people I
would like to thank.
I thank Marsha Thomson, Steve Bracks and David
White, who roped me in. To this day I am still not sure
how and what they did, but I am sure one day they will
explain it to me. To former Premiers Steve Bracks and
John Brumby, I am ever grateful for your having had
the confidence to allow me to be a member of your
respective cabinets. To former Deputy Premiers John
Thwaites and Rob Hulls and my former cabinet
colleagues, thank you for your support, dedication and
commitment. We achieved much, Victoria is more
diverse, more outward looking and more inclusive, and
Melbourne is a mature and dynamic global city.
Although I am leaving, part of me would like to see a
few things happening in future years. Without being
political, I would like to mention some of them. There
are some challenges. I believe underutilisation of
existing infrastructure, while continuing to build new
infrastructure, is a great challenge. When we think
about it, there are universities and tertiary education
facilities — building stock worth billions of dollars —
that lie virtually dormant for more than a third of the
year. Hospital beds are unavailable in midwinter
because specialists and surgeons are travelling to
warmer parts of the world. Arterial roads sit congested
during peak demand, blocking tram networks because
of on-road parking so that local councils can collect
small change as a revenue source.
In particular, there is the issue of the health and
wellbeing of young men. Disengaged young men
feature too prominently in all the wrong statistics, such
as poor literacy, poor job prospects, higher rates of
family violence, perpetrators of violence, victims of
violence, alcohol abuse, substance abuse, the road toll,
rates of incarceration and self-harm, just to name a few.
There must be a remedy that is more than just allowing
these young men’s lives to spiral out of control to the
point where the only solution is to lock them up.
Regulatory equilibrium is not that exciting, and industry
desperately calls for compliance regulation to be done
away with, but from my experience over years in
government, more often than not consumers lose out. I
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place great faith and hope in what is known as big data.
If you cannot measure it, you cannot manage it. We can
be a more creative and smarter state if we embrace the
emergence of the innovation and opportunity that
comes with big data.
One of the great and most humbling experiences is to
serve within the Labor caucus. The longer one is there,
the greater is the appreciation of the individuals you sit
alongside. I will miss working alongside those
members, and I thank every one of them for their
discipline, their unity and their friendship.
I thank my former ministerial chiefs of staff, Barry
Lovell, Phil Martin, Nataly Kucan and Justin Jarvis,
and the ministerial staff who worked with them,
including my ministerial personal assistant for 11 years,
Val Taylor, and my driver, Dario D’Alessandro, for
11 years. While I have insufficient time to mention all
the staff who assisted me, particularly in challenging
circumstances, I thank Ben Carroll, Amanda
Oglethorpe, Penny Smith and Jacqui Banks. To my
electorate office staff over the last four years, Jenni
Chappell and Simon Furey, I say a big thanks. Your
patience and good humour has allowed the last four
years to be a delight. To the many public servants and
the Presiding Officers, I appreciate sincerely your hard
work and continuing efforts.
To the Leader of the Parliamentary Labor Party, Daniel
Andrews, his deputy, James Merlino, and the shadow
cabinet, who are all great leaders, disciplined, focused
and dedicated, thank you for your support and for
allowing me to serve alongside you. I have enormous
faith in you and for that reason I am optimistic about
the future of this state and the labour movement. I thank
the former member for Essendon, Judy Maddigan, for
her wise counsel, and I look forward to Danny Pearson
being the next Labor member for Essendon. I have
shared an office over the last few years with Tim Pallas,
and I thank him for his good humour and for putting up
with my many and grand conspiracy theories.
To the constituents of Doutta Galla Province, Western
Metropolitan Region, and more recently the Essendon
electorate, whom I have been fortunate enough to
represent, I express my deepest appreciation. To serve
in public office is an honour and it is even more
humbling to know that you represent the community
you have lived in and been raised in.
I thank my family, my wife Julie and our four beautiful
children, Sarah, Joel, Olivia and Stella, for their
patience, tolerance, love and support. Virtually every
sitting night over the 15 years I have been in Parliament
I have gone home to Essendon during the evening
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break for dinner. I have often returned with indigestion,
but I acknowledge them and my dear late mother,
Thelma, who did a great job with three boys.
I feel truly blessed to have worked with wonderful
people, attempting to do wonderful things for the
wonderful people of Victoria. On departing from a
former career almost 20 years ago, I mentioned that I
had to be an angry young man to do it justice, and at
that time I was no longer young and I was not sure I
had ever been that angry. Today I depart this place
knowing that in staying too long I risk becoming old
and grumpy. I am ageing, but I hope I am not grumpy
yet. To those in this place and everybody I have dealt
with outside Parliament, I thank you all very much. In
the words of Laurence Oates, the great Antarctic
explorer, ‘I’m just going outside and may be some
time’. Thank you very much.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr DELAHUNTY (Lowan) — It is great to follow
the member for Essendon who at one stage played for
Essendon. It is an enormous privilege and honour to be
a member of Parliament. When I walked up the steps in
1999, I came in as a member of the opposition. I was
told then that it was probably a good learning curve and
that you can learn a lot when you are in opposition. But
I can tell you that 11-year apprenticeship was far too
long. Being in public life for 26 years has been an
enormous privilege, both as a local council
representative and now as a state member of
Parliament. I need to start by thanking a lot of people,
because if I do not do so at the start I might forget and
run out of time at the finish.
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Echuca hospital. My first game of league football for
Essendon was against Collingwood at Windy Hill in
1971, and we played opposite each other from different
ends of the ground. My grandfather sent us a card
saying, ‘Best of luck to you both, I hope it is a draw’.
And guess what? It was. It is interesting though that we
put our families through a lot because we seemed to be
on different sides of the fence all the time.
To my Nationals colleagues past and present, it has
been a great journey, but particularly so under the
leadership of Peter Ryan, who has been a dynamic,
inspirational and fantastic leader for people in rural and
regional Victoria. I started off sharing an office with the
then member for Shepparton, Don Kilgour, and I am
finishing my career sharing the office of the member
for Shepparton, Jeanette Powell, which is fantastic. To
all my other colleagues in The Nationals, we have been
a great team. It has been a small team but a fantastic
team. I believe we have punched above our weight in a
lot of areas. I particularly highlight the $1 billion
Regional Growth Fund. It is not only delivering jobs
across Victoria but is improving the lives of rural and
regional Victorians.
I want to thank my ministerial colleagues, but first of all
I thank the former Premier Ted Baillieu, the current
Premier, Denis Napthine, and the Deputy Premier,
Peter Ryan, for giving me the opportunity to be a
minister. It was an enormous privilege and a great
honour. As the member for Essendon just said, to be
sworn in at Government House was an enormous thrill.
We achieved a lot in those ministerial portfolios, and I
think I achieved a lot as a local member. I will touch
briefly on some of those achievements as a minister.

I thank my family: my wife, Judie, and the boys, now
men. Judie is in the gallery today. She has been a rock,
a fantastic confidant and adviser, but most importantly
a great wife, mother and grandmother to our seven
grandchildren. To my parents, Frank and Kath, I am
indebted to you, firstly, because I was born to you, and
secondly, because you always said to me, ‘Do not
whinge outside the fence. Get over there and do
something about it’. Whether it is in football terms or
parliamentary terms, it meant getting inside this
chamber and doing something about it. I am proud to
say that I have achieved a lot of things I wanted to do.

We have continued the great work in the sports
program with record funding in a lot of areas.
Development of Melbourne Park was another real
achievement. A lot of people do not realise that
Melbourne Park is the third-busiest entertainment
venue in the world. It is not only Margaret Court Arena,
Rod Laver Arena and Hisense Arena but a lot of other
facilities are also used there. If you go to France and
have a look at Roland Garros, you will discover that it
closes down for 6 months of the year. By contrast,
Melbourne Park is a hive of activity for 12 months of
the year and hosts many major events.

I thank my five brothers and sisters who have helped
and inspired me all my life. A lot of people know that
Mary and I sat opposite one another in this chamber.
There was only one other time that situation happened
before, and it was in the very early days of the West
Australian Parliament. A lot of people do not know
about Michael, my brother, who is now the CEO of

To get major events to Melbourne and Victoria was
also another thrill, whether it be Amy’s Gran Fondo
down at Lorne or the ironman event, starting down at
Frankston with a 3.6-kilometre swim, followed by a
180-kilometre bike ride and a 42-kilometre run. To
have those elite athletes here requires an enormous
effort. Also, for the first time in 19 years we got the
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women’s open golf championship being held in
partnership with the men’s. We now have it as a joint
event that has been going for three years at Thirteenth
Beach near Geelong. There was also that fantastic
match when Liverpool played here against Melbourne
Victory. It was a friendly match, and to have
95 000 people attend was an amazing achievement.
There were many other programs but, as a person who
tries to play golf, presenting the two Masters
championships to Adam Scott was a great thrill.
I also want to say a big thank you to my staff,
particularly Joanne Bibby, who has been with me
throughout most of my career as a parliamentarian, but
also to Trudi, Dianne, Leanne and Cathy. As is the case
for a lot of members who sit here, the staff who have
been with me over that period of time are really the
backbone of what goes on behind the scenes. They do
an enormous amount of work supporting you as a
member. I thank my Melbourne staff headed up firstly
by Will Golsby, and it was great to have him here two
nights ago, and also Darren Harris, Emma Staples,
Fiona, Josephine and Shannon. They were an enormous
support to me in my ministerial role.
I say thank you to my departmental staff headed up by
Dr Peter Hertan and Susan George. There is enormous
intellect and an enormous wealth of knowledge in both
those people. In the veterans portfolio I had David
Roberts and now Joshua Puls, who are doing great
work, particularly as we go toward the centenary of
Anzac. One of the great thrills and achievements I have
had was working with the current Premier, Denis
Napthine, to see the appointment of the member for
Hawthorn, Ted Baillieu, as chair of the Victorian Anzac
Centenary Committee, along with the appointment of
the member for Ballarat West on that committee, as
well as the ex-service organisations and representatives.
It is a very important time in the history of Victoria and
Australia, and I encourage all members to get involved
with their communities in relation to it. A lot of events
will be held over the next four years.
I know other members have spoken about the fact you
do not get any resources in opposition, and in
opposition you do not. I think we give a little bit more
to the opposition today.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr DELAHUNTY — Members can grizzle about
it now, but I can tell them it was a lot less when we
were in opposition. The reality is I was given enormous
support by two people in Stephanie Ryan, who is a
candidate for the new seat of Euroa, and Clay Manners.
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Both were an enormous support to me in my shadow
ministry roles.
As the member for Shepparton has said, the drivers
provide enormous support. We did a lot of kilometres
on the road together, and I sometimes wish I had them
now because Judie, my wife, has to do a lot of that
driving. I thank Cathy Geddes and Andrew for their
driving abilities. I felt very safe in the car with them. I
thank the Assembly staff headed up by the Clerk, Ray
Purdey. All the clerks have been an enormous support. I
particularly recognise Bridget Noonan as a young lady
who came from Noradjuha. I announced her
engagement in this house. She is very happy about that,
because her future husband cannot pull out now. The
reality is the clerks were an enormous support to me.
I also thank the library staff and the Hansard staff,
headed by John. They all do an enormous amount of
work supporting us as people. I thank the dining room
staff; they put up with a lot in there. The staff around
the Parliament are my friends. They are a great support
to us as parliamentarians. The protective services
officers do an enormous amount of work in supporting
all of us in this place.
I return to talk about the parliamentary committees, and
a few members have spoken about this. I have been a
member of the Environment and Natural Resources
Committee, the Economic Development Committee,
the Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee and the
Electoral Matters Committee. The executive officers
and staff provide enormous support. But it was also a
really steep learning curve, and you make great friends
on all sides of politics by being on committees. You
learn a lot, and the learning process is a continuous one
in life, and it is the same for all of us. But to those
people I have worked with, I say thank you very much
for the opportunity of working with you.
Going back home, I extend thanks to my campaign
committees headed by Bill Ower and Greg Walcott. I
thank them for their support in getting me into this
place. To the many supporters and friends, and to The
Nationals family, I say thank you for the opportunity to
be in this place. I wish our Nationals candidate, Emma
Kealy, all the best in the upcoming election on
29 November. She is a fantastic talent, and I hope she
gets the opportunities I had to represent a great part of
western Victoria in the Lowan electorate. As you know,
Speaker, it is the largest electorate in the state — 76 of
the other 87 MPs could fit into it.
An honourable member interjected.
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Mr DELAHUNTY — You have heard that a few
times. I am also proud of my achievements, and I am
particularly proud — and I know the Premier uses these
words — that sport and recreation still drives me in my
personal life and that I continue to follow my
ministerial slogan of having more people more active
more often.
I really want to finish off by saying to everyone in this
place, thank you for the friendship. There are a couple
of key messages I want to send. I came into this place
and wanted to have respect. We need to have respect to
do the work we do. We will not always agree with
people. We will not always be able to do the things
people want, but if you can hold your heads up high
and have respect, you can walk out of this place like I
will on 28 November down those steps that I walked up
in 1999 feeling very proud of my achievements. Thank
you for the opportunities.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr HELPER (Ripon) — I thank the house for the
opportunity to make a few concluding remarks at the
end of my 15-year parliamentary career. This fantastic
part of my life has been an extraordinary honour for
me. Indeed, I find it hard to imagine anything more
fulfilling. I would like to say a few thankyous to those
who have made this journey possible for me. Firstly, to
the people of Ripon, not just thank you for the
confidence you displayed in me by electing me to be
your representative on four occasions but also for being
the most fantastic group of people anybody has ever
drawn an electoral boundary around.
To have been given the opportunity to be a part of the
effort to rebuild the communities that make up Ripon
after the devastating 1990s will always fill me with
pride. It is indeed now a better place. To the many
people — the volunteers, the workers, the teachers, the
councillors, the doctors, the nurses, the miners, the
farmers, the list goes on and on — a heartfelt thankyou.
As with all these things there are, of course, some
exceptions to the generalisations. I, like all members
here, could name a few constituents whom I am happy
to see the back of. So maybe to those people, my
thankyou is somewhat diminished.
To my electorate staff, I say thank you. Lorraine has
been with me for the entire 15 years and she deserves a
medal for that. To Wally and Julie and those who
preceded them, as well as my ministerial staff — a
terrific group of people whom I had the pleasure of
working with during my time as a minister — I say
thank you. You have been fantastic to me, often in the
face of some pretty grumpy moods. You wouldn’t
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believe it, would you! To Steve Bracks, John Brumby
and the many, many people who made their
governments so successful in building a better and
fairer Victoria, thank you for allowing me to be a part
of that. To the branch members who have worked so
hard over the years to have a Labor member of
Parliament in Ripon, thank you. To the Labor Party’s
head office staff, thank you for your great support over
many, many years.
To the Labor Party caucus over the years, thank you for
your camaraderie and friendship. It has been an honour
being in your midst. To the departmental staff I had the
pleasure of working with during my time as Minister
for Agriculture and Minister for Small Business, thank
you for the excellent advice, the often challenging
discussions, and the great dedication to serving the
people of Victoria.
It can be said that my ministerial time was one of
drought and pestilence in this state, and I am not sure
that my successor has had the same pleasures. We faced
locusts — many honourable members will remember
the war on locusts; we had a mouse plague; and we had
equine influenza, and I will tell members a short funny
story in that regard. The government had to stop the
movement of horses around the state to prevent the
potential spread of equine influenza if it were to reach
this state, and on one occasion Don, my driver, was
driving me home. We were coming over a rise, and
driving along in front of us was a horse float with a
horse’s bum sticking out of the back of it. We pulled
the car over and I said to the driver, ‘Have you been
hiding under a rock for a while or just not picked up on
the idea that you are not allowed to move horses?’. All
the time I was talking to the bloke I was thinking to
myself, ‘What do I actually do here? I am not an
authorised person to lock this bugger up’. I encouraged
the person to travel back to where he came from, and I
hope he did.
To those on all sides of the political divide who picked
up the vibes that the last few years have been a bit dark
for me, I thank you most sincerely for lending me a
shoulder to lean on. To the dedicated staff, past and
present, who make this place work, I thank you for
everything you do. I have not encountered a more
dedicated group of people. To the clerks the catering
staff, grounds and maintenance staff, attendants and
parliamentary service staff — all of you make our life
possible here.
To my family — Julie, Megan and Patrick — thank
you for the enormous support you have provided me
during my parliamentary career.
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I would like to share some of the truths l have
discovered over my career. Firstly, one day’s dim sum
victory may well fall victim to another day’s menu
change, or to put it another way, don’t count your dim
sums before you have the soy sauce. Another pearl of
wisdom that I have somewhat of a reputation for
discovering is: it is best not to send an email response
drafted late at night until one reads it in the morning, no
matter how witty it may look through the bottom of a
glass. A final point of wisdom is: if you seek to be
expelled from the chamber under standing order 124,
do not let the Speaker know, because they will keep
you in.

extremely transformative achievement in Maryborough.
There are community facilities in just about every town
in the electorate, and I thank my colleagues in the
Brumby and Bracks governments for facilitating those
investments in the community I love.

I pay tribute to an important sector in this state — the
timber industry. I single it out because, having been an
advocate for it over my time in Parliament, I have
become even more convinced that it is deserving of
much more respect than it receives from some quarters.
The hardworking men and women of this industry
provide Victoria with a product we all love, yet others
in our midst want to sacrifice the jobs of those workers
on the altar of their self-indulgent ideology. Some of
these workers put dinner on their family’s kitchen table
by making sustainable use of the state’s timber resource
grown on public land, yet there are those who want to
take the ‘public’ out of public land.

Mr K. SMITH (Bass) — Twenty-six years and
16 days ago I made my entry into the world of the
Parliament and of the Legislative Council. With the
backing of my wife, Dawn, and my three sons,
Matthew, Adam and Nick, I gave up my plumbing
business to pursue life as a Liberal, representing my
community, after six years serving on the Hastings
council. I hope I have not let the community down over
that 26 years.

By pursuing more and more restrictions on the use of
public land these people, who generally do not have a
direct or economic connection to the land, seek to have
the value they place on the forest dominate at the
expense of the values anybody else places on it. These
people most arrogantly deride any evidence-based
arguments in support of a sustainable forestry industry
by building their case on the bastardisation of science
until it suits their argument. I pay tribute to those who
perform the hard jobs that make up the timber industry
in the face of a most vicious and sustained assault on
their right to work. I wish the industry every success in
withstanding pressure from this class of people made
up of indulgent, misguided ideologues, as well as those
possessed by their lust for power over others. It is
betraying the ideals of public office for anybody in this
place to acquiesce to these people at the expense of the
jobs of Victorians working in this sustainable industry.
I wish the people of my electorate a prosperous future.
If I may dwell on some of the achievements that we
have had in the rebuilding of Ripon, I would like to
mention the return of passenger rail to Ararat and the
return of passenger rail to Maryborough, and I urge the
government of the future to improve services on that
line. There is the rebuilding of the Maryborough, Ararat
and Stawell hospitals, and I possibly left some out of
that list; there is the Maryborough Education Centre, an

I hope the next Parliament will have the wisdom within
it to govern well in the interests of all Victorians, and of
course the best guarantee for that is the election of an
Andrews government, with Daniel McGlone as the
member for Ripon.
Honourable members applauded.

What a life it has been — 14 years in the Legislative
Council, 12 years and 16 days in the Assembly, seven
Premiers, eight Speakers and six Presidents, and they
have all served here in this Parliament in Victoria. But
some things never change. We still have the opposition
over the other side there — the pinkos, the commos, the
puppets of the union movement, who serve their
masters at Trades Hall.
I have enjoyed my involvement in being part of the
making of laws to give us a better, safer Victoria, laws
that govern our behaviour and give us all direction in
our lives and the lives of our community, laws that look
after the disadvantaged, the frail and the aged and laws
that create the job opportunities for the people of
Victoria. People in here create jobs for Victorians, for
kids and for adults.
Over the time I have had some wonderful staff working
for me in my electorate offices, both in Cranbourne and
Wonthaggi. I would like to pass on my thanks to each
and every one of them, particularly my current staff,
Pauline, Bev and Shelley, who are probably listening to
this, and Neville Goodwin, who worked as an electorate
officer for me. He was a mate and a confidant and you
need to be able to chat to those people from time to
time. Another one of those good people is Louise
Asher, who has been a great mate of mine in both the
Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly.
From time to time she has taken on the role of
counselling me on what I should and should not do and
what to expect and what not to expect.
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I have also been involved in a number of all-party
parliamentary committees. I have found that to be a
very important part of our parliamentary life. A
committee I had the honour to chair from 1992 to 1995
was the Crime Prevention Committee — I know I
always mention this. We undertook an investigation
into sexual offences against children. As a
parliamentary committee we were the first to talk
openly about the Catholic Church and the disgraceful
predatory behaviour of some of its priests and the
hierarchy of the church, which was not prepared to take
action other than moving people to another part of the
state or out of the state. The leaders of the Catholic
Church were not prepared to do anything apart from
covering up the sins of some of their members. The
church later established the Melbourne Solution, a
one-man band set up to pay off the victims of its priests
and to make sure that the issues were not raised with
the police. It is a pity that so many good priests in the
Catholic Church have been tarred with the same brush
as those paedophile priests that have been caught and
named.
I was also very proud of being heavily involved in
bringing to the Parliament legislation in relation to
physician-assisted dying. We introduced legislation into
the upper house, but unfortunately there were some
people up there — and some of them are still there —
who did not see that people who were dying from an
incurable disease should have the right to die with some
dignity. Perhaps as time goes on there will be enough
people in Parliament who will allow that to occur,
because the right of a person to be able to die with
dignity is a very important thing. In fact I am going to
devote a fair amount of my time to working with Rod
Syme at Dying With Dignity Victoria, and I am going
to continue to pursue this as long as I possibly can until
I actually die with some dignity as well!
I enjoyed my time in opposition under former Premier
Ted Baillieu as shadow minister for fisheries, gaming
and local government. They are areas of importance to
our community, and I helped prepare a couple of
policies that were put before the community. I
remember standing on the front steps of Parliament
with Ted Baillieu when we were considering getting rid
of a number of gaming machines in Victoria. We stood
out there with a big sledgehammer and attacked a poker
machine. We thought it was really good video, and in
fact it was. It was the first item on the news and kept on
being so for a few days because the gaming
commission came looking for us, as we did not have a
licence for that particular poker machine.
Mr Baillieu — They were looking for you, Ken.
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Mr K. SMITH — You had the hammer, Ted, not
me.
Mr Baillieu — If I had a hammer, Ken, you
wouldn’t remember.
Mr K. SMITH — They were always interesting
times. Parliamentary committees are interesting, and
they bring together members of both sides of politics.
You have the opportunity to understand that they are
not all crazy, pinko commos, and that some can actually
think for themselves. Heaven forbid, you can actually
become friends with some of them. I would like to
name some of them here.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr K. SMITH — No, maybe not. I would hate to
ruin their futures. I think the most exciting time I had in
my 26 years was under former Premier Kennett. When
he was in office, each and every day you woke up to
news on the radio that there was something positive
happening in the state of Victoria. It was hard keeping
up with it for seven years. Every day there was
something new, whether it was CityLink, whether it
was Jeff’s shed, whether it was the casino or whether it
was the Formula One Grand Prix coming back to
Victoria. Money was being spent in rural Victoria, in
the city of Melbourne, in Geelong, in Dandenong and
in all of those areas which had been neglected for a
number of years under the previous government.
Of course the difficulty that Jeff and the cabinet had at
that particular time was that there was a terribly large
deficit in the budget and also in the state’s liabilities,
which is pretty much what we got when the coalition
government came to office. We faced a lot of debt and
a lot of problems. I must pay credit to former Premier
Ted Baillieu and former Treasurer Kim Wells for trying
to get our finances sorted out, for retaining our AAA
rating, which is very good, and to then give the
opportunity to Denis Napthine and Michael O’Brien to
be able to set our state up for having the biggest
infrastructure program in Victoria’s history.
I have enjoyed my time in Parliament. I think we are
very fortunate. We are very privileged people to be able
to devote our time to looking after our communities,
which is a very important thing to do. I would like to
thank all the staff at Parliament, particularly Ray
Purdey and Bridget Noonan and all of the attendants. I
would like to thank Peter Lochert for his professional
help, particularly when I was the Speaker, and for the
ongoing work in ensuring that this magnificent building
is going to be standing in another 150 years so that
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people can continue to look at and spend time in this
building.
I would also like to thank my wonderful wife of
47 years, Dawn; my three boys, Matthew, Adam and
Nick; their wives and partners; and my six grandkids
for the fantastic support that they have given me over
the period. Through good times and bad, you know you
can go and talk to them and they will give you their
undivided love and attention. I am a very fortunate
person to have people like that.
I want to say to each and every one of you, thank you.
Thank you for the enjoyment of spending time with
you, having a drink with you from time to time and
eating in our dining room here. It has been good, and I
will not forget any of you, so thank you.
Honourable members applauded.
Ms BARKER (Oakleigh) — During the time I have
been a member of Parliament I have divided my time
into three areas: my work as a local MP, my work as a
member of the Parliament of Victoria and my private
life. The division of that time has not often been equal,
and in fact it has undoubtedly been allocated very
unevenly. I will today make some remarks within those
areas.
It has been a great privilege to have been the member
for Oakleigh for the past 15 years, and I am very
grateful that the residents of the Oakleigh electorate —
or, rather, a majority of the residents of the Oakleigh
electorate — continued to place their trust in me over
four election periods. I have always tried to work hard
to assist local residents and to improve the services
offered in the local community. There is always more
that can be done, and there always will be. I do not
intend to list all of the improvements put in place
during the Bracks and Brumby governments, but I am
certainly pleased that during that time we began to
upgrade in particular local schools and health services
and had plans in place to continue those upgrades.
The establishment of some services in the Oakleigh
electorate, though, came about through needs identified
by the community, and I would just like to mention
these, as I am very proud to have worked with the
community to ensure that the services were established.
While it was difficult and took some time, I am very
proud that the old Oakleigh courthouse was returned to
the community and is now managed by the New Hope
Foundation as a community centre for people from
non-English-speaking backgrounds. Despite the
constant comments that this facility was not needed, the
building is used to full capacity, and the reality is that
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we could do with more space. Perhaps that is a
challenge for the next member for Oakleigh. The old
Oakleigh police station was saved from private sale and
is now 11 units for older persons. New kindergartens
were established at Oakleigh Primary School and
Carnegie Primary School, arising from the closure of
church-run kindergartens. The Oakleigh pool was saved
after a long campaign and has undergone a wonderful
upgrade. These are all very valuable community assets
which will benefit many children and local residents
into the future.
The Oakleigh electorate is very diverse,
demographically and culturally, and it is constantly
changing. While there are a number of emerging
culturally diverse communities, the Greek community
still plays a major part in the area. It has taught me a
great deal about a culture of strong tradition and beliefs,
with an extraordinary dedication to ensuring that the
strength of the Hellenic culture is passed on to the next
generation. I will always remember with great affection
those in the Greek community who have taught me so
much and who included me in this great family of
Hellenic culture and tradition.
As a local MP you have a unique opportunity to meet
and get to know a lot of people, and a number of them
are very remarkable people who make our area a great
place to live and work. I am grateful for the time they
always provided to me and for their wisdom and
experience, which helped me in my work. I particularly
record my admiration and respect for two of the most
dignified and sincere people I have ever come to know:
Chrissie and Anthony Foster. Chrissie and Anthony
have worked with me in the effort to obtain justice and
support for victims of clergy abuse. Like them, I will
not stop fighting for the justice and support that has
been too long in being achieved.
As a member of the Victorian Parliament I have been
pleased to take on some further duties on committees
such as the Standing Orders Committee, the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee and more recently
the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee. I
enjoyed my time as Parliamentary Secretary for
Training and Higher Education, as these are areas of
strong interest to me. I did, however, find my time as
Deputy Speaker the most interesting and enjoyable.
I have a very strong interest in the independence of the
Parliament and the procedures through which it
operates. I believe considered debate and the ability to
put forward concerns and comments on legislation are
extremely important, such as occurs during the
consideration-in-detail procedure. This was most
evident during the very lengthy consideration in detail
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of two very controversial and important bills debated
during my time as Deputy Speaker, and it was very
satisfying to know that I chaired sometimes quite
difficult debates and provided the opportunity for many
members to put their concerns and comments forward,
whether or not they were accepted in the end as
amendments to the bills.
I will continue my involvement and interest in
parliamentary change, accountability and transparency,
as I believe that changes need to be made to ensure that
we have a relevant, respectful and inclusive Parliament
into the future.
I could not have been elected as a member of
Parliament without a lot of support and help. I will
always be very grateful to the many Labor Party
members and supporters who gave their time and put in
so much effort to assist me in getting elected and then
re-elected. I thank the Communications Electrical
Plumbing Union communications division, particularly
for its help in the 1999 campaign, and I am very proud
to be associated with the National Union of Workers,
which has supported me over many campaigns. I have
always been very fortunate to have dedicated,
professional and caring electorate office staff members
who not only assisted me but provided valuable advice,
support and assistance to local residents. I thank my
current staff members, Caroline Melzer, Kieran Boland
and Charlotte Gray. I could not do my work without
them.
I acknowledge the staff of the Parliament and the
Department of Parliament Services, who have always
been very helpful — past and present staff in the dining
room and catering, building and gardens, the clerks, the
attendants, Hansard, the library, electorate office
support and particularly IT. My very sincere thanks to
all for your expert advice, professionalism, efficiency,
assistance and in many cases friendship.
My family has not always been given as much time as
my work as a member of Parliament. They always have
been and always will be the highest priority in my life,
and they have unconditionally supported me and
provided me with the opportunity to fulfil my ambition
of becoming a member of Parliament. My children,
Michael and Kirsty, are my pride and joy. I love them
with all my heart, and words just cannot express how
much I appreciate the love and unconditional support
they have always given me. They have grown up,
married and had children during my time in politics.
My family now of Michael and Jacquie, Kirsty and
Richard is my great joy, and they have given me the
greatest gift of all — grandchildren. Bridgette, Jasmine
and James are the lights of my life, and I certainly look
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forward to spending a lot more time with them. To the
rest of the strong and supportive Barker clan — Geoff
and Carmel, Les and Jenni, Joy and Ian and their
families — thank you also for your continual love and
support.
My husband, Jim, and I have been partners in life for
quite some time now — partners in family and political
life. He is the centre of our lives with his love, patience
and dedication to his family, providing all of us, and
particularly me, with the calm in the middle of what is
sometimes a bit of a storm. What we have done we
have done together, and our new life after 29 November
is one which we are very excited about. We have many
plans, which we will no longer have to fit around
Parliament sitting dates and electorate work. I could not
have done this without him, and he remains the most
important person ever in my life.
I wanted to be a member of Parliament to try to make a
positive difference to the life of the community and to
this great state of Victoria. I hope that those I have
represented in this Parliament and the Parliament itself
will consider that I have done my best and I have made
that positive difference. I will miss the camaraderie of
my colleagues. You do not spend 15 years continuously
with a group of people, through happy and sometimes
tough times, and not know that you will miss them. I
wish all retiring members a fulfilling and joyful life
after their parliamentary career, and I certainly wish my
Labor colleagues recontesting and aspiring Labor
politicians all the best for this election.
I love living in Oakleigh, and it will remain my home. I
sincerely hope to see a Labor member elected to
represent the seat. Steve Dimopoulos, who is the Labor
candidate, is a friend of mine. I have known him for
20 years, and I know that if elected he will be a
hardworking local member. He is honest and sincere,
and he will bring a strong commitment to community,
with experience and expertise in good public policy and
good governance to his work as a state member.
I have also known Daniel Andrews for many years, and
I have been very pleased and proud to work under his
leadership for the past four years. We share the desire to
have decent, caring government for the people of
Victoria, and while I am retiring and will not contribute
personally to the opportunity for him to be Premier, I
will do all I can to try to make that happen.
I thank you all for the opportunity to make some final
remarks in this great Parliament of Victoria. It has been
a great honour and privilege to be the member for
Oakleigh and to leave this Parliament at a time of my
own choosing. This does not always happen, and some
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in this place will experience that feeling. I can assure
you I know what that is like.
Jim and I will always be involved in politics — Labor
politics, of course — and I leave this place knowing
that politics will not take as much of my time as it has
for many years now. I have not regretted one minute of
that time, but I certainly look forward to the next phase
of our lives.
Honourable members applauded.
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — I am a farmer by love, a
veterinarian by training and a politician by an error of
judgement. But having made that error of judgement, I
have given it my best shot. In these few minutes I
would like to take the opportunity to thank people who
have helped me over the 12 years, reflect on some of
the highlights, mention some lessons learnt and touch
on what the future holds.
First of all I must thank my wife, Sally, a very tolerant
lady. She has kept the home fires burning. She has kept
an eye on the calving cows and done many other things
to keep things ticking along at home as well as looking
after our three children and helping them with our five
grandchildren. I would also like to thank my neighbours
and friends who have kept an a eye on things while I
have been away, in particular Norton and Jane
Grimwade, who only last night rang me to tell me about
a calf that was causing some problems, and Lee Davis
next door, who with much love looks after our dogs
Barney and Chocco.
I also wish to thank my staff. They are outstanding.
They have provided excellent service because they care
about our people and treat everyone with respect. I refer
to Kerrie Facey, who has worked with me for the full
12 years; Rowena Sladdin, who has been there seven or
so years; young Rachel Tharratt, an absolute delight;
Shirley Swadesir, a very solid, helpful person; and
Louise Armstrong, who has come on board more
recently. We also have Peta Clark, who has spent a lot
of time with me and worked under difficult
circumstances.
I also thank the staff members of the other Nationals
MPs and ministers, especially Tanya Pittard. She is
fantastic. I also thank my Nationals colleagues, in
particular Peter Ryan. As others have said, we are a
great team. We are a loose coalition of like-minded
individuals. I thank my Liberal colleagues and their
staff, in particular Denis Napthine, Ted Baillieu and
Louise Asher — although I am not so sure about the
current seating arrangements for me, I say to Louise
Asher.

Thursday, 16 October 2014

There are many on the other side, the dark side, whom I
have much respect for and a friendship with — the
current and former members for Essendon; the member
for Ripon, a good bloke; I even get on quite well with
the member for Altona; the member for Yuroke has a
bit of feist — oh, here she is; and I also quite enjoy the
company of the member for Brunswick — the
latte-sipping lefty that she is.
The parliamentary staff are fantastic. I thank them and
really appreciate the work they have done, and also the
people in our government departments, particularly the
Department of Environment and Primary Industries and
Regional Development Victoria, who are outstanding to
work with, and our local governments. In the local area
we have the wealth creators and the job creators; if we
do not have them, things do not work. We have a lot of
those people in my electorate. Of course we also have
our volunteers — the glue that holds our communities
together — particularly in the Country Fire Authority
and the State Emergency Service, who have been called
upon many times. We also have many other
organisations such as the Country Women’s
Association, the Red Cross, our service clubs — the list
goes on.
I particularly want to thank The Nationals party staff,
our head office staff and others, and of course The
Nationals members and my supporters in the
electorate — in particular Davo, Cumo, Jimmy
Johnson, Ken Terry, Brian and Reta Sheppard, David
Evans, otherwise known as the deputy member for
Benalla, Neil McQualter, Faye and Warren Medwell,
Pat and Merryl McNamara, Frank Dean and my niece
Farlie.
I mention some highlights. The highlight for me was —
guess what? We plugged the pipe! The proposed
construction of the north–south pipeline to take water
from the severely drought-affected northern Victoria to
meet Melbourne’s water needs enraged country people.
The election of our government and the plugging of the
pipe was the most significant event in my 12 years in
Parliament. It is a credit to many ordinary people who
took up the fight, but there were two extraordinary
ordinary people — and they are Jan Beer and Chris
Harrison, otherwise known as Plugger. I say to all of
those people: well done.
We also had a bit of a success with stopping a toxic
dump coming up our way. On the other hand, we were
not quite so successful with saving Lake Mokoan. A
community member in the Lake Mokoan district, Doug
Bain, and I were the last two standing before we nearly
got knocked over by the then water minister on his
Tonka toy as he breached the wall of Lake Mokoan.
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There have been other highlights. We have made a
difference in government. The $1 billion Regional
Growth Fund has provided me with the opportunity to
make available funds for any community that put up a
soundly based project. Every community that has put
up a project has been funded, and that has made a heck
of a difference to our communities. We have also
replaced the inequitable fire services levy, which was
insurance based, with a property-based levy. That was a
core Nationals commitment going into coalition and
into government. There has also been sound economic
management and the cutting of red tape.
Something that goes under the radar a bit is the law and
order reform that has achieved much in terms of
making our citizens safe. I pay particular tribute to the
Attorney-General, Robert Clark, who has an amazing
work ethic and an amazing ability to get things done.
At a local level we had it pretty tough for 12 years.
They were 12 tough years. We had an extended dry;
three megafires — they were in 2003, 2006–07 and
2009 — and a fair-sized fire in 2013, and multiple
floods. It was pretty challenging for everyone in our
communities. A lot of us got close to the edge. We were
nearly gone, and then the rains came and we got going
again. In those difficult situations I felt very humble, I
guess, to be able to help people. I was particularly
pleased when the Deputy Premier was able to fast-track
the funding of recovery works, which made it a lot
easier, and at our ability to get the Great Alpine Road
open after the fires. It went over very well. It made a
difference.
Another highlight for me was my Weary Dunlop
award. This is an award that recognises kids who had
shown persistence and resilience to overcome a
challenge. Boy, oh boy, kids out there are dealing with
challenges. My staff and I were overwhelmed by the
experience of seeing the parents and teachers tear up
when the award was announced and seeing the kid
beaming with excitement, often for the first time in
their life, as they had some public recognition.
I am also overwhelmed by the carers of people with
disabilities. They have unlimited, unconditional love
and energy. If ever my batteries are running low, I can
just go and touch a carer on the shoulder and recharge
myself. The other thing I find very moving are the
letters of thanks from the little people, the ordinary
people. It is really touching. Often what we have done
is very small, but we have helped them and they are
grateful.
What are the lessons learnt? One of the key things is
that you need to separate the issues from the way they
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are raised. Sometimes people raise their issues rather
passionately — I have been guilty of doing that myself.
The challenge is to recognise the issue, separate it out
and take a logical approach to solving it. The other
thing I learnt a lot about is accepting that there is a wide
range of values and there is not just your set of values.
Having said that, you need to draw a line in the sand
and something, such as domestic violence, for example,
is one of those things that just cannot be allowed to
happen.
What is the future? My first job is to ensure the safe
transition of my electorate of Benalla, which will no
longer be mine. I am looking forward to the member
for Benambra looking after the Kiewa Valley. I am
looking forward to the member for Murray Valley
becoming the member for Ovens Valley and looking
after the Ovens Valley and the King Valley. I am
hoping that my colleague the member for Seymour will
pick up Eildon, or if not, my other colleague, Nationals
candidate Jim Child, will do the job.
I am particularly keen to make sure that my friend
Stephanie Ryan gets up in Euroa and I can have a
red-hot go at supporting that young lady. I will do that
because she will just be so good. She will bring cultural
and generational change to The Nationals party. It will
be great to have her in this place. I will then be looking
to doing my thing in my time, like reconnecting with
family, friends and farm and being a better grandfather
than I have been a father — that would not be hard! I
also look forward to travelling. Sally and I enjoy
travelling, particularly to developing countries. For
those who have been to other places, the first thing you
realise is that there is no place like home. The second
thing is that you recalibrate the meaning of life, because
those in other countries have nothing but they share
everything. You need to think about that.
Finally, there are few parts of this job I will miss, but
not many. I will miss working in this beautiful building
and I will miss the wonderful help we have from the
parliamentary staff. I will miss the mellow musings of
the member for Melton. And as other speakers have
said, I will miss working on committees because that is
a really rewarding experience and you realise there are
many people who have a range of values but you can
get on with them, really enjoy their company and share
conversations.
Finally, in the words of the great fighter but not so great
orator, Jeff Fenech, ‘I love youse all’.
Honourable members applauded.

VALEDICTORY STATEMENTS
3714

ASSEMBLY

Thursday, 16 October 2014

Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — We were permitted to
read our first speeches in Parliament and I will read my
last, but I certainly did not need glasses when I read my
first speech — I should say, like many others in this
place!

that goes on in here between 2 o’clock and 3 o’clock
every sitting day. I think there could be a civil suit
brought against the member for Melton and some other
members in this place, but I will leave that to the
attendants to take up.

Firstly, I want to express my thanks and appreciation.
For their unwavering support and loyalty I thank the
members of the Yuroke branch and my many union
comrades. I would like to thank the guys at the Gloria
Jeans office in Broadmeadows, Ray Gorman and John
Tasev, for their unwavering support. My thanks go to
the ALP state office, particularly to Kosmos Samaras,
now assistant state secretary, who worked on my first
campaign in 1999 and was successful in delivering
what the Liberals then called their safe seat of
Tullamarine to Labor.

Today we have heard much chatter about legacies. I am
not a great believer in legacy, and I am not convinced
that bricks and mortar make any kind of legacy,
because they can be knocked down and gone in the
blink of an eye. The things that really make a difference
are those things that I think are intangible. Most people
will struggle to remember the contributions I value
most. Residents in Tullamarine and Westmeadows no
longer have to put up with the foul odours and the
transport of prescribed waste through their streets.
Labor closed the Tullamarine toxic dump; the Liberal
Party would have still used the northern suburbs as a
dumping ground for prescribed waste.

To the many local groups including the local police, the
Craigieburn State Emergency Service unit, the local
Community Emergency Response Team, the Country
Fire Authority, the local bowling club and the many
others who have supported me I say thank you. To my
staff over the years, particularly Clare Malcolm and
current staff members, Kristen Andreula and Kelly
Moore, thank you. I will speak of some other staff
members later in this contribution.
To Senator Kim Carr, thank you for your guidance,
support and wise advice. I would also like to thank Kim
for keeping the three-piece suit industry alive —
although my colleague here is taking up the challenge
with vests, so Kim has not got it on his own. To my
dear friend Steve Herbert, who was my campaign
manager in 1999 and is now the member for Eltham
and soon to be a member for Northern Region in the
Legislative Council, thank you for all you have done
for me. To the many members in this place, both past
and present, I thank you all for your friendship.
To my family: to Garry, Trudy, Emma, Jake and Tyler
Clarke; to Kevin and Marina Beattie; to my dear friends
Gail and David Cleland; and to Tony, Julie, Jessica and
Emma Sheridan, thanks for your support through the
tough times.
To the first woman Speaker of this house, Judy
Maddigan, I thank you for your support and your
mentoring. To all the staff at Parliament, thank you, and
also thank you to the staff over at St Andrews Place,
who do a great job. Thank you in particular to Ray
Purdey and his team, and also thank you to the chamber
attendants. I note that recently there were free hearing
checks for all at Parliament, and I wish the attendants
well. I know the chamber attendants in particular might
have some problems with all the yelling and screaming

Who will remember planning amendment VC30? The
member for Hawthorn might, as he spoke on it at some
length. That amendment was the enabling amendment
for the Melbourne Airport environs overlay, which
came into this place in 2007 after I chaired a committee
to provide our airport with the certainty needed to plan
for the future. The New South Wales government
would give its eyeteeth to have a curfew-free airport.
Those are two achievements of which I am immensely
proud, along with many others.
However, going back to the staff members I mentioned
before, they are my greatest achievement. Ros Spence,
the Labor candidate for Yuroke, and our candidate for
Sunbury, the irrepressible Josh Bull — he will grab that
seat like a bull by the horns — as well as the mayor of
Hume City Council, Casey Nunn, have all worked for
me. They are my greatest achievement. These people
will build on the work I have done since 1999, and I
can leave knowing that Yuroke, Sunbury and Hume are
in great hands.
It has been an honour and a privilege to work in this
place — this building, which is arguably the most
important building in Australia. It should not be that
speakers and presidents have to go cap in hand to any
government to obtain financial resources for the upkeep
of this building, or that room names are changed
unilaterally without consultation. My suggestion is that
two former prime ministers — one Liberal, one
Labor — be appointed as guardians of this building and
work out a strategic plan for its preservation and
restoration and that funds be provided accordingly. This
building belongs not to us but to the people of Victoria
and indeed Australia. It has been an honour and a
privilege to serve as the last member for Tullamarine
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and the first member for Yuroke. I wish everybody
well.
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Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the member
for Carrum for her question, and it is great to see the
member for Carrum back in the house.

Honourable members applauded.
Sitting suspended 1.00 p.m. until 2.00 p.m.
Business interrupted under standing orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Premier’s office former adviser
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — My question is to the
Premier. I refer to comments today from former senior
government adviser Don Coulson that an organised
pornography distribution ring was run out of the
Premier’s private office, circulating pornographic
material amongst Liberal and Nationals staffers,
members of Parliament and ministers. I also refer to
further reports that this material included animal
pornography. Today the Premier claimed that this
material was not illegal. On what basis does the
Premier make that claim?
The SPEAKER — Order! Before calling the
Premier I think it is my duty to advise members of the
house to be careful of any sub judice issues when they
are making comments about this, because there is a
case before the courts.
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. The member quite
rightly highlighted the fact that a person was sacked
from the office of the Premier in March last year, some
eight days after I was sworn in as Premier. When this
person’s office was being examined and cleared out as
part of the process of him leaving the office, there was
some inappropriate material found. I am advised that
the government’s legal team has checked this
inappropriate material to determine whether the
material was illegal under the Crimes Act. I am advised
by the government’s legal team that there was nothing
unlawful. It was material that was inappropriate and
unacceptable in the workplace, but the legal team said
that there was nothing unlawful or illegal about the
material itself.

Economic management
Mrs BAUER (Carrum) — My question is to the
Premier. How is the Victorian coalition government
supporting investment in the state, growing jobs for
Victorians and building a better Victoria, and are there
any threats to this?

Through good management Victoria is the only state or
territory with a AAA stable credit rating. We are the
only state or territory that has a surplus this year and
each and every other year of the forward estimates. We
are state in which there is growth in business
confidence, in which retail trade is at 6.5 per cent,
which is the strongest in Australia. Building approvals
are up 25 per cent in the past 12 months, food and fibre
exports are up 12 per cent in the last 12 months and
international goods exports are up 20 per cent since
2010.
This is the framework for strong growth in jobs, the
economy and opportunities for each and every
Victorian. The government is working with the
Victorian community and Victorian business to grow
jobs and opportunities. One of the things the
government is doing is delivering on the largest
infrastructure agenda in Victoria’s history. In this
budget alone, a $27 billion investment has been made
in infrastructure, like the east–west link stage 2, like the
Melbourne rail link, like the airport rail link, like the
Tullamarine widening and like the
Pakenham-Cranbourne rail upgrade, which will provide
26 000 direct jobs and 60 000 indirect jobs.
The government is working to grow opportunities in
this state through Asian engagement programs, through
strategic partnerships with local industries and through
the $1 billion Regional Growth Fund, which is
delivering jobs in regional and rural Victoria. The
$1.2 billion spending on vocational education and
training is so that we can be confident in delivering on
our commitment of 200 000 new jobs over the next five
years. We will deliver 60 000 new apprenticeships over
the next four years and 850 000 new training places
over the next four years.
To back this up I refer to the last two weeks, when we
have seen a number of positive job announcements in
Victoria, including 150 new jobs at the Lockheed
Martin Asia-Pacific hub and 190 new jobs at the CSL
albumin production facility at Broadmeadows. This is a
great new investment in Broadmeadows and is creating
190 new jobs. There are 550 jobs at Aegis for its
Asia-Pacific hub in business processing and services.
There are 100 jobs at LangTech International Pty Ltd
food processing facility, as well as 200 new jobs at
Australian Lamb Company, 45 jobs at Viplus Dairy and
50 at Cambridge Mercantile Group. Of course in
Geelong 30 jobs have been created at Quickstep at
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Waurn Ponds, 23 at Organic Dairy Farmers Australia
and 27 at Farm Foods Australia.
What are seeing is a government that manages the
economy well, has a sound budget and is investing in
an important job-creating infrastructure that not only
creates direct jobs for the supply chain but provides the
infrastructure that allows businesses to have confidence
to grow, develop and invest. We are attracting growth
in local businesses. We are attracting overseas
businesses to place themselves here to grow jobs and
opportunities. Under a coalition government we have
strong economic growth and strong jobs growth into the
future. We are not a government that goes tearing up
contracts. We are not a government that puts jobs at
risk. We are a government that is about building
infrastructure, building the economy, building the
community and making sure that we build a better
Victoria for each and every Victorian.

Premier’s office former adviser
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — My question is to the
Premier. I again refer the Premier to the organised
pornographic ring that was run out of his office, and
noting his earlier claim, I ask: has the Premier sought
advice from Victoria Police or the Australian Federal
Police to support his claim that pornographic material
circulated amongst coalition staff, MPs and ministers,
organised from within the Premier’s private office, was
not illegal?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — Firstly, can I say that
I reject the premise of the question. These are
absolutely extraordinary and bizarre allegations made
by a disgruntled, disaffected sacked employee who is
now involved in legal action against — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Opposition members! I
would hate to have to ask members to leave the
chamber on this the last sitting day of the
57th Parliament. They will not interject in that manner.
Dr NAPTHINE — In relation to the specific
components of the question, while inappropriate
material was found in the office of this sacked
employee when the office was being cleaned out, I am
advised by the government’s legal team that the
material has been checked and that — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Dr NAPTHINE — While the material was
inappropriate, it was not illegal under the Crimes Act.
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Police and protective services officers
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — My question is to the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services. How is
the Victorian coalition government’s investment in
police helping to protect our families and communities
and building a safer and better Victoria, and are there
any threats to this?
Mr WELLS (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services) — I thank the member for Gembrook for his
question and for his absolute commitment to law and
order. The Napthine government is very proud of what
it has achieved in law and order. There is no doubt that
Victoria is a safer place due to the policies of the
Napthine government. In the run-up to the 2010
election we came out with a tough law and order policy
due to 11 years of neglect in law and order by the
previous government. We now have a record budget for
Victoria Police — $439 million more than in the last
budget under Labor. In 2010 we promised 1700 extra
police and 940 protective services officers (PSOs).
Today I would like to give the house an update on how
we are tracking on those election commitments. Of the
1700 police we committed to, we now have 1818 police
out on the beat. That is 118 more police than we
committed to in 2010, but there is more good news.
More police will be graduating between now and
election day, with the overall number being closer to
1900 extra police out on the beat. This is just one more
example of the Napthine government delivering on our
tough law and order policy. I pay tribute to the Deputy
Premier for the way we have been able to recruit these
police.
Providing the Chief Commissioner of Police with more
police means we have more police on the front line. It
means we can make a difference when it comes to
family violence. In 2004–05 there were about
30 000 family violence incidents. In just eight years that
number doubled to 60 000 incidents, and in the last
financial year that figure rose by another 5000 to
65 000. I pay tribute to Victoria Police for the work it
has done to ensure that women and kids are able to
come forward to report family violence. With the
release today of the Victoria Police annual report
2013–14, the national survey of community satisfaction
with policing reported that Victoria Police provides the
most efficient service in the country.
What about PSOs? What an outstanding policy the
PSOs have been. They are not plastic police, as was
outlined by the state opposition. We promised
940 PSOs, and as of today we have 929 PSOs. With
more graduations we will exceed the promise of 940. In
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addition to that, we have 96 extra PSOs, and they will
start to be trained in November. The Napthine
government is very proud of its record on law and
order. More than 1800 more police are out there on the
beat, and there are 929 PSOs and tougher laws
introduced by our hardworking Attorney-General.
Under a Napthine government, Victoria is now a safer
place.

Premier’s office former adviser
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — My question is to the
Premier. I refer to comments today from former senior
government adviser Don Coulson that his office, in the
Premier’s private office, was a ‘drop-off and collection
centre’ for pornographic material circulated among
coalition ministerial staff, government members of
Parliament and ministers, and I ask: has the Premier
asked each and every one of his ministers and each and
every one of his coalition MPs whether they
participated in this pornography circulation ring, and if
he has not, why not?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. These are bizarre
allegations being raised by a disgruntled sacked
employee who is currently involved in legal action
against the state. These bizarre and extraordinary
allegations are being made by a person who was sacked
by me only eight days after I became Premier. This
person is now suing me and the state with respect to his
dismissal. He is claiming higher levels of payment from
the state in relation to his dismissal than we believe he
is entitled to under his contract, and we will be
defending that matter vigorously in the courts.
Those matters are before the courts. Therefore I am
limited in the further information I can provide, but
what I
can — —
Mr Merlino — On a point of order, Speaker, on a
question of relevance, the issue before the courts is a
civil matter regarding unlawful dismissal. The
allegations of an organised pornographic ring in the
Premier’s private office is not the subject of court
action.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Points of order will be
heard in silence. I ask the member for Monbulk if he
could stay within the forms of a point of order.
Mr Merlino — Indeed. I repeat: the Premier is not
being relevant to the question. The proceedings in the
court are civil proceedings in regard to unlawful
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dismissal. The allegations of a pornographic ring are
not the subject of those court actions. The question the
Premier should be brought back to answering is
whether he has asked each and every one of his cabinet
ministers and each and every one of his — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Monbulk is repeating the question. I ask him to resume
his seat. The member for Monbulk continually abuses
the privilege of being able to take a point of order by
repeating the question. I believe the Premier’s answer
was relevant to the question the member asked and also
to my advice to members in this house to be
circumspect about the words the used.
Dr NAPTHINE — I am outlining the background
to these bizarre and extraordinary allegations. With
respect to the specific issue, I am advised that the
state’s legal team has informed my office that this
person’s consistent position throughout this process
when he has been asked a number times by the legal
people involved in this legal case has been that no-one
else would have been aware of the existence of this
inappropriate material. In that context, Speaker, you
need to make a judgement about these bizarre and
extraordinary allegations in the circumstances of a
disgruntled sacked employee who is suing me and
suing the state.

Regional Growth Fund
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — My question is to the
Minister for Regional and Rural Development. How is
the Victorian coalition government’s $1 billion
Regional Growth Fund growing jobs, creating
economic opportunities and building a better regional
and rural Victoria, and are there any threats to this?
Mr RYAN (Minister for Regional and Rural
Development) — I thank the member for Benalla for
his very timely question. As the house knows, when the
regions of Victoria are doing well, then all of Victoria is
doing well. I was delighted to read a transcript, believe
it or not, of an interview recently given by the Leader of
the Opposition to ABC regional radio where he uttered
those exact words, so I am pleased to see and hear that
he knows that when the regions are doing well, all of
Victoria is doing well. It is just a pity that the policy
team he leads has completely forgotten it.
Be that as it may, I knew on this final day of the
Parliament that the Parliament would be most anxious
to hear about the progress of the $1 billion Regional
Growth Fund, so I take this opportunity to advise the
house of it. We have as a government committed
almost $500 million — the first $500 million of the
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fund — to the initiatives the fund is intended to achieve.
It was established in 2011, and since then it has
supported more than 1700 projects. It has generated
$1.9 billion in total investment across the regions of the
state, and the success of the fund is generating an
enormous amount of employment and opportunity
throughout the regions.
Just in one element of the fund, which is the economic
infrastructure program, there has been over
$266 million in funding announced for a total of
105 projects. Those projects have generated just in
themselves over $1.2 billion of investment, and that
investment has led to the position where, from the
departmental calculations, it is anticipated that more
than 6000 jobs are to be created, some 11 000 plus
indirect jobs are to be created and just on 5000 jobs
have been created during the construction phase or will
be created as these various projects arise. This in turn
will support the retention of something in the order of
8000 plus jobs. Accordingly, just that one element of it
has been extraordinarily successful.
In relation to locally driven projects, through the
Putting Locals First program there were 776 projects at
a total cost of $232 million through an investment of
$95 million. The local government infrastructure
program has invested $100 million in the 48 councils
that comprise rural and regional Victoria, and we have
seen more than 480 local infrastructure projects at a
total cost of over $290 million. A large variety of those
projects deal with community facilities, such as road
and bridge initiatives, open space projects, events and
sports facilities. All of those were able to be achieved
through the work of the Regional Growth Fund. Just
last week, in company with the member for Mildura,
we announced another $300 000 going into the
$600 000 Murray River trail infrastructure project
outside Mildura, which is but one of many.
Finally, one of the most successful elements of the
Regional Growth Fund has been the Energy for the
Regions program. That has been a wonderful
component of the program where $100 million has
been invested through rural and regional Victoria in
beautiful townships such as Huntly in the electorate of
Bendigo East, which now has gas flowing to it in
circumstances where it would never have happened
under the Labor government. It would never have
happened because the then Premier, John Brumby,
together with the member for Bendigo East, made it
very clear that it was never ever going to occur. We are
proud now to see 18 additional towns enjoying the
supply of natural gas. It has been another element of a
wonderful program for rural and regional Victoria.
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Premier’s office former adviser
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) — My question is to
the Premier. I refer to the Premier’s statements that
material circulated by an organised pornography ring,
run out of the Premier’s private office, was
extraordinary, bizarre, inappropriate and lawful. Rather
than the Premier calling this activity extraordinary,
bizarre, inappropriate and lawful, will the Premier now
join with me and call this for what it actually is —
absolutely disgusting?
Mr Ryan — On a point of order, Speaker, with
great respect to the member, although this is a very
serious issue, it is clearly not a matter of government
business. We are governed by standing orders — that is
the fact — and questions must be put in accord with
those standing orders. I put it to you, Speaker, very
clearly, albeit this is a serious issue — and the member
is entitled to rephrase her question should she see fit —
the question in its current form is not in order.
The SPEAKER — Order! Would the member for
Bendigo East like to rephrase her question?
Ms ALLAN — On the point of order, Speaker, the
Premier is responsible for staff employed in the
Premier’s private office. Under the administration of
acts general orders the Public Administration Act 2004
is an act that the Premier is responsible for, so the
conduct of staff, the behaviour of staff in this instance,
is directly the Premier’s responsibility. I was seeking
from the Premier a very clear position on what the
Premier feels is the appropriateness of this material. It is
the government’s position we are seeking on this, and
to try to manipulate a way out of answering this
question represents a very serious representation of how
this Premier views that sort of behaviour.
The SPEAKER — Order! The reason I asked the
member for Bendigo East whether she wanted to
rephrase her question was that she was asking the
Premier to agree with her statement, which I did not
think was an appropriate question to the Premier. I was
giving the member the opportunity to reword the last
part of her question. It is entirely up to the Premier to
answer, but I do not believe that question is suitable. I
again give the member the opportunity to rephrase the
question, although the Premier is prepared to answer it,
but I still have doubts about it.
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — Albeit that the
question seeks an opinion, I am happy to answer it. As
it seeks an opinion it is not really in order, but I am
happy to answer the question.
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Ms Allan interjected.
Dr NAPTHINE — No, I am not forced to answer; I
am quite happy to answer the question. If the member is
seeking my opinion on this matter, I am happy to give
her my opinion. As I advised the house previously,
when this person was sacked from my office, his office
was cleaned out, as is appropriate for employees who
are sacked, and it was determined whether material
belonged to the office or whether it belonged to the
person concerned. I am advised that at the time material
was found which was described to me by the
government’s legal team as inappropriate and
unacceptable material. I have also been advised by the
government’s legal team — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Dr NAPTHINE — They are independent legal
advisers contracted for that work, but I am also advised
that there was nothing unlawful about it. With regard to
actually describing the material in my own words, I
find it difficult because I have not seen the material. I
did not ask to be shown all the material. I did not think
that was very appropriate in the circumstances. I have
not seen the material, and I do not wish to see the
material, but I am receiving advice from people who
are experts in the area, who tell me that it is
inappropriate material, it is unacceptable in a workplace
and it is material that they have advised me is not illegal
under the Crimes Act 1958.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bendigo East!
Mr MULDER — It is a bit like that scene from
Fawlty Towers: ‘Don’t mention the war’. Don’t
mention public transport, because the opposition is
ashamed of its record on public transport.
The member for Mitcham would know very well that a
commuter from the Mitcham and Ringwood area would
see the Ringwood station precinct project as they move
into that area and have a look at that great development
by the coalition government, which is a $66 million
investment. Then they would perhaps travel on one of
our seven X’trapolis trains that were bought in 2011 at
a cost of $210 million, which was another great
investment in public transport. They would pass the
new Mitcham railway station and see those two great
level crossing projects at Mitcham Road and Rooks
Road.
Most likely that commuter would be travelling on a
train running at a punctuality rate of 90 per cent plus.
As I look at our punctuality for this particular week I
see it is 93.7 per cent. They would be getting a smooth
ride on the network courtesy of the millions of dollars
we have put into maintaining the network as well. Of
course on weekends they would benefit from the
10-minute daytime train frequencies on the Ringwood
line. If they were fortunate enough to be on the
Frankston-Dandenong line, it would be 10 minutes
throughout the day during the week.

Public transport
Ms RYALL (Mitcham) — My question is to the
Minister for Public Transport. How is the coalition
government’s investment in Victoria’s public transport
system delivering benefits to tram, train and bus users,
and are there any threats to this?
Mr MULDER (Minister for Public Transport) — I
thank the member for Mitcham for her question and for
her strong interest in public transport. As we draw to
the conclusion of the 57th Parliament, I report to the
house that it has been 910 days since I had a question
from the other side on public transport. That is because
the opposition is ashamed of its record on public
transport.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, clearly
under standing order 58 the minister is not being
relevant in that he is not answering the question within
the confines of government administration. We have
been very busy pursuing this government over TAFE
cuts and the ambulance crisis. We haven’t yet got to
him.

They would not be travelling on trains as overcrowded
as they were under the former Labor government, when
44 per cent of trains were overcrowded. It is down to
22 per cent and will improve even further when we
finish the regional rail link project. When this
commuter returned home at night, there to greet them
on the station would be protective services officers.
If they took a tram, they would most likely benefit from
the 1600 additional tram services. If they had to take a
bus and were heading to the railway station, with the
great work that Public Transport Victoria has
undertaken there is every chance that when they arrived
there, the train would be waiting for them. Public
Transport Victoria is another great initiative of the
coalition government.
The people of Mitcham have a lot to look forward to as
well. There is the $8.5 billion to $11 billion Melbourne
rail link that will enable them to get from Mitcham out
to the airport by train — under a coalition government
and only under a coalition government. There is the
$2 billion to $2.5 billion Cranbourne-Pakenham rail
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project and a $108 million public transport package as
part of the east–west link. But there are threats to this.
One of the greatest threats would be if the member for
Lyndhurst ever got his hands on public transport again.
He was the worst public transport minister in the state!
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will go
back to answering the question.
Mr MULDER — The reports go on:
“Underfunded’ Labor plan to remove level crossings’.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I am sure
that you are very disappointed that the minister is
completely flouting your previous ruling. I ask you to
bring him back to answering the question within the
confines of government administration.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do have a measure of
disappointment. The minister will go back to answering
the question.
Mr MULDER — Speaker, I was asked to comment
on threats, should there be a change. ‘Melbourne
Airport rail link not a Labor priority’; could you just
imagine — —
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, it is very
disappointing that the minister continues — —
An honourable member interjected.
Ms Allan — Such charming behaviour! It is
disappointing that we have to again raise a point of
order. If the minister is unable to answer the question
within the confines of government administration,
perhaps he could stay seated.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will go
back to answering the question.
Mr MULDER — We are getting on with the job.
We have made massive improvements to public
transport, we have got the government bureaucracy
working with us, we have got the operators working
with us, we have got our hardworking ministerial
officers working with us and we — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister’s time has
expired.

Government performance
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer the Premier to the fact
that Victorian patients are dying waiting for an
ambulance, Victorian workers are losing their jobs
waiting for a jobs plan, our TAFE system is crumbling
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while youth unemployment skyrockets, and I ask: do
Victorians not deserve better than his chaotic,
dysfunctional, sordid, sleazy government?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. I advise the house in
response to the question that we as a government have
been getting on with the job of funding the services and
building the infrastructure needed for a growing
population, which was neglected and failed during
11 years of a Labor government. The Leader of the
Opposition himself said that Labor failed the people of
Victoria. It failed to invest in growth for the
population’s needs.
In contrast we, as a government, have delivered a
AAA budget, budget surpluses, positive economic
growth, positive jobs growth, a record $15 billion in
funding for health and record funding for ambulance
services. With respect to health, we are delivering a
reduction in waiting lists rather than the increase in
waiting lists under the four years that the Leader of the
Opposition was the Minister for Health.
Honourable members interjecting.
Dr NAPTHINE — There is a record $15 billion for
health, including over $4.5 billion to rebuild our
hospitals and rebuild the health services we need,
whether it be the Frankston Hospital, the Box Hill
Hospital or the Bendigo Hospital, which was ignored
by the Labor government, or whether it be the Monash
Children’s hospital, the recently announced
MonashHeart, or the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear
Hospital. We are getting on and building the hospitals
that people need for a growing population.
We are investing a record level of funding in education,
including half a billion dollars for new schools in
growth areas. We are investing in 1800 additional
police and investing in 940 protective services officers,
making it safer on our public transport services. When
you catch one of the 10 000 additional tram, train or bus
services delivered each and every week under a
coalition government, you know that public transport
under the coalition is more reliable. More services carry
more people in a safer environment.
We have put an end to the soft-on-crime,
revolving-door policy under the soft-on-crime Labor
Party, and we are getting on with the job of building the
key infrastructure the people of Victoria need. In terms
of the regional rail project, we have turned it from a dog
under the Labor Party into Australia’s infrastructure
project of the year. We are building the Melbourne rail
link, we are building the airport rail link, we are
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upgrading the Pakenham–Cranbourne rail line, and we
are proud to have signed the contract for east-west link,
stage 1, and then we will get on and build east-west link
stage 2, with the vital second river crossing.
We are widening the Tullamarine Freeway, we are
upgrading the Western Highway and the Princes
Highway east and west. We are fixing the most
dangerous intersection in the road system in Victoria at
Ravenswood in Bendigo, which was ignored by the
Labor government. We are also fixing the Great Ocean
Road. What we are doing is taking a comprehensive
approach to grow jobs and opportunities, including
another 200 000 new jobs in the next five years. A
strong economy, strong investment, strong jobs
growth — that is what you get under a coalition
government.

Economic management
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) — My question is to the
Treasurer. How is the coalition government’s strong
economic management building a better Victoria by
ensuring record investment in our schools, hospitals,
roads and other vital services for all Victorians, and are
there any threats to this?
Mr O’BRIEN (Treasurer) — I thank the member
for Benambra for this final question of the
57th Parliament. I am delighted to receive it. Just four
short years ago Victoria’s budget was in a structural
deficit every single year, with expenses increasing
higher than revenue. We had dud infrastructure projects
selected like myki, like the desalination plant and like
the north–south pipeline. We had money wasted in
back offices and front-line services neglected. This
coalition government has turned all that around. I pay
tribute to the former Premier, the member for
Hawthorn, and the former Treasurer, the member for
Scoresby, for the outstanding work they did in the first
two years of this term.
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referred to them. We do not think they are plastic
police. We know they support us and protect us here in
Parliament House. We know they support and protect
the courts.We know they support and protect the
Governor. We know they support and protect the
Shrine. We know they support and protect Victorian
train users as they go about their business. We respect
their work. They are only delivered under a coalition
government, and they will only remain under a
coalition government, because we know Labor hates
PSOs.
I was asked about the threats to this, and of course the
threats come from those who would be in charge of the
Treasury and who cannot add up. That is one of the key
threats. The threats come from those who say that they
would have ripped up the CityLink contracts, because
where would we be without CityLink today? The same
threats come from those who say they would rip up
contracts for the east-west link. What have
commentators said about that? One commentator said:
If the contracts are not honoured, taxpayers will be exposed to
significant legal action and sustained compensation claims,
you know it puts at risk our AAA credit rating … We’re not
prepared to do that.

Who said that? That was the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition. Another commentator said:
I’ve made it very clear that we’re not about sovereign risk.
We’re not going to rip up contracts that are signed.

Who said that? It was on Jon Faine’s program on
31 July, and it was the Leader of the Opposition. The
fact is that this AAA credit rating that Victoria has is
very hard to come by. It means that we borrow at lower
interest rates. It means our finances are strong. It sends
a message of confidence in the Victorian economy right
across the world. If you rip up contracts, you may as
well rip up our AAA credit rating.
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Just yesterday we announced a $2 billion surplus for the
state of Victoria. That is the best result in 15 years. We
are the only state with a stable, AAA credit rating from
Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s Investors Service,
with strong surpluses. A coalition government delivers
a surplus with a purpose, and that is so we can invest in
better services and better infrastructure, including the
$15 billion in health and hospitals, the $12 billion in
education and skills, and more than $4 billion in
community safety.

Ms Asher — On a point of order, Speaker, the
chamber is normally allowed to clear before members
commence their speeches, and I was wondering if you
would consider allowing those who wish to leave to do
so.

Then there are the 1818 new police and the
940 protective services officers (PSOs) — not plastic
policemen, as the Deputy Leader of the Opposition

The SPEAKER — I would have done but I had
assumed everyone wanted to stay and listen to the
member for Rodney. If members wish to leave, I am

Statements resumed.
The SPEAKER — Order! I call the member for
Rodney.
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sure the member for Rodney will wait a moment or
two.
Mr Ryan — On the point of order, Speaker, I might
say that those who are leaving the chamber will still be
able to hear the member for Rodney.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Premier
knows very well that is not a point of order. Has
everybody who is going to leave left? I am eagerly
awaiting my deputy’s speech.
Mr WELLER (Rodney) — It is a great honour to
speak here for the final time. Firstly, I thank the
members of the Rodney branch of The Nationals who
elected me in May 2006 as the candidate for Rodney. I
also thank the constituents of Rodney who, through
their wise choice, elected me to be the member for
Rodney on the last Saturday in November 2010. In
particular I thank the Labor voters who chose not to
follow the instructions from the people of the Labor
Party in Melbourne and put me before the Liberal Party
candidate. I say thank you to them. To me, politics is
local, and I must say it is a real honour to represent an
area in which I have lived all my life and will continue
to live for all my life.
I found it frustrating being in opposition. Take the
north–south pipeline. I like to talk to people, so when
the Labor government announced the north–south
pipeline I went to the then Minister for Water, Tim
Holding, and said, ‘We need to have a chat because
your bureaucrats have got this wrong’. He chose not to
listen. However, it was probably a good thing because
that got us elected into government. In government did
we do some good things! One is the $1 billion Regional
Growth Fund — and hasn’t it been spent wisely in the
seat of Rodney on many projects! The Leader of the
Opposition was the health minister in the last
government. I thank him. When he was a minister he
would politely meet with me and politely say, ‘No,
we’re not going to fund the Echuca hospital, Paul’. In
government we have funded it, and I was there in July
with the Premier and the Minister for Health and the
member for Swan Hill, and we opened the first stage of
the hospital.
Can I also say that things come back to bite you? I was
having a cup of tea one day with the Leader of the
Opposition when he was in government and I said,
‘You know, I don’t know why you ministers don’t
answer questions in question time’. He quite rightly
said, ‘Paul, it is question time. It’s not answer time’. I
have reminded him of that several times over the last
four years. The Echuca-Moama bridge has been an
issue. Eddy Hann mentioned it in his first speech, Noel
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Maughan mentioned it in his first speech and I
mentioned it in my first speech. I think there will be
more news to come on the Echuca-Moama bridge
before I finish, so watch this space!
The schools, the police stations and the fire stations we
have delivered have all been very good for the
electorate. I say, particularly to the member for
Macedon, that by the end of 2016 the people of
Heathcote will be cooking with compressed natural gas
and so will the people of Nathalia.
Ms Duncan — Are you sure?
Mr WELLER — I am positive of that. It is
anticipated.
I have enjoyed my time on the committees, particularly
my time on the Road Safety Committee in the 2006–10
Parliament with the member for Geelong. He is a great
man. He is on the wrong side, but he is a great man. In
2010 then Premier Ted Baillieu and the Deputy Premier
saw fit to have me as the chair of the Rural and
Regional Committee, and once again the member for
Geelong was on that committee, along with the member
for Ballarat East, the member for South Barwon and a
member for Northern Victoria Region in the other
place, Damian Drum. We put out some very good
reports on how to attract and retain young people in
agriculture. That was a great one.
Then we had a bit of a reshuffle and the member for
Evelyn became the Speaker and I became Deputy
Speaker, and we had what we call a bloodless coup in
the Rural and Regional Committee. Mr Drum moved
on because he became a minister, and a member for
Western Victoria Region in the other place,
Mr O’Brien, joined the committee and knifed the
chairman — and away I went. It was a pleasure still to
be there and to work with them.
I had the pleasure of working on the Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission Committee,
the oversight committee, with the member for Kew, the
member for Bulleen, the member for Melbourne and
the member for Altona. It was a pleasure. I did question
the Leader of The Nationals when he asked me to be on
the IBAC Committee. I said, ‘Look, I’m no lawyer’,
and he said, ‘Probably we’ll need a bush lawyer’. I
thought, ‘Oh yeah, I’ll accept that. That’s fair enough’.
Firstly I thank the Leader of The Nationals, Peter Ryan,
for having faith in me. He gave me a lot of good advice.
The day I was elected as a candidate he said to me —
and I think we all need to remember this, and it has
probably played out in this term — ‘If you’ve done
something wrong and it comes up, you say, “Yep, I’ve
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done it, but I was young, and I learnt, and all that”’. I
said, ‘Peter, there’s nothing to worry about. My past is
clear’. He said, ‘Paul, if it comes up, we’re going to
admit it’. There was nothing to come up, and there is
still nothing to come up. However, he did give me some
good advice. Then it was over and done with, and
nothing did ever come up, but the advice was if you are
in the wrong, you admit it, deal with it and move on. If
you look back on this term of Parliament, you see that it
was probably good advice to everyone.
I thank the member for Swan Hill and the Deputy
Leader of The Nationals. One day years ago at the
Victorian Farmers Federation he said to me, ‘Have you
ever thought about politics?’. He obviously had. I said,
‘Oh, yes. If Bill Baxter retires in the upper house, I
reckon that wouldn’t be a bad job’. He said, ‘No, you
need to be in the lower house’. So I gave my seat to
him — but anyway.
I thank my staff — and there have been a few of
them — Wendy, Leonie, Jacqui, Phil, Leanne, Mary,
Libby, Christy, and of course I was the first in The
Nationals to employ Steph Ryan. Steph, schooled in
Echuca, was working at the Riverine Herald and had an
obvious talent. I got her into my office when Leonie
was on maternity leave. She was an outstanding young
person, and the rest of the party agreed and took her on,
which is good. Some people take Wendy for the local
member sometimes, but part of my management skill is
letting the workers feel as though they are in control
when really I am.
I mention Joe Helper, the member for Ripon. Once
when I was in the chair during debate on the
ban-the-traveller bill, Joe got up and gave a passionate
speech, as he does, and as I would have done had I been
in opposition. Afterwards he walked past me and said,
‘Acting Speaker, don’t tell me you’ve never had a
traveller’. That was a fact. I said to the member for
Ripon, ‘I have never had a traveller. I always have
two’. I also thank the member for Altona, the only
member here who has referred to me, on one occasion,
as an elder of the house.
I have worked very well with our coalition friends, the
Liberals. I was disappointed that the Liberals agreed
with the Victorian Electoral Boundaries Commission
that Rodney should be done away with; I did not like
that at all, but that is how it is. We have a bright future
in The Nationals with Steph Ryan, Greg Barr and
Emma Kealy, and there are other good candidates as
well. To people who think The Nationals are finished
just because the seat of Rodney is gone, I say that they
are in for a rude awakening. I am not great on history,
but I do like Winston Churchill, and as was said at the
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start of the Second World War, ‘There will always be
an England’. Well, there will always be The Nationals.
We will fight them on the plains, we will fight them in
the hills, we will fight them in the regional cities, but
there will always be The Nationals.
Honourable members applauded.
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — I am one of the very
lucky ones who gets to deliver a valedictory speech,
and I would like to pay tribute to the many who never
got this opportunity. It is hard to believe it has been
15 years since I was elected to this place in that sweet
victory of 1999, under the leadership of Steve Bracks.
The issues we faced then are still very clear in my
mind, and many of them still exist today — funding for
public hospitals and schools, lack of infrastructure
investment and ongoing threats to our environment, to
name just a few. Having been preselected in very
interesting circumstances, I became the unexpected
Labor candidate, and 18 months later the unexpected
winner, in the seat of Gisborne. I was the giant-killer,
and I had my 15 minutes of fame in the first 15 minutes
of my political career. It has been pretty much
fame-free ever since, and thank goodness for that,
because fame is very rarely a good thing in this place.
It has been a buzz and an amazing ride that I would not
have missed for quids. I consider myself doubly lucky
that I have had the opportunity to choose the time of my
leaving. Four elections in a marginal seat has been a lot
of work, and I am so grateful to the people of my
electorate for giving me the opportunity and for
re-electing me on each of those occasions. It is a very
weird job, and it is hard to know what a job description
would look like if you tried to write one. Kissing babies
and cutting ribbons would have to be up there. While I
have certainly cut plenty of ribbons and turned lots of
sods — and met a few along the way as well — I can
proudly say that in 15 years I have not kissed any
babies that were not related to me.
In this job you meet so many people, each with their
own story. These are people going about their business
and supporting their families and communities. They
are ordinary people, many of whom do extraordinary
things. It has been my honour to meet them, to work
with them and to be welcomed by them — members of
groups like Rotary and Lions, the Red Cross, church
groups, scouts and guides groups, sporting clubs,
schools and kindergartens, friends-of groups looking
after our environment and small businesses providing
local employment. Then there are our emergency
services volunteers, who are unbelievable in their
service to our communities. Their efforts, commitment
and professionalism are simply beyond words.
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Working around the electorate, I have always been
treated with respect and courtesy. Although many
people are disengaged from the political process and
cynical of politicians, I have found that many in our
community are anything but disengaged. They are often
looking for ways to be more involved in the things that
are happening to and around them. We should all be
concerned at the small number of people who are
members of political parties and ask ourselves why this
is the case. For many of us on the Labor side, we see a
big role for government, with the potential to change
people’s lives for the better, and I believe this view of
the role of government is one of the most defining
features distinguishing the major parties.
For many casual observers watching question time is no
doubt a spectacle and not likely to improve their view
of us, but I have always enjoyed the cut and thrust of
parliamentary debate, which is after all a vigorous
exchange of ideas on important matters. The number of
times I have been subject to standing order 124 is
testament to how much cut, with perhaps a bit too much
thrust, I have brought to this place. l do not apologise
for that, but I am grateful to the Speaker that she did not
pick me up on every interjection; otherwise I would
have spent more time outside the chamber than I did in
it.
It has been said that I am just a big mouth. I am
offended by the use of the word ‘just’. It is no small
thing to have a big mouth, and I come from a long and
proud history of big mouths. It has served me well in
this job and in life generally. In contrast with the
vigorous exchanges at a football match, where they are
arguing over a piece of leather getting kicked through
big sticks — or, as my tragic husband would say,
through the tall timber — Parliament, while it may be
no more edifying, is at least about more than a game.
As a political tragic, I never cease to be amazed at the
level of analysis we give to football. If only some of
that analysis were given to political debate, open
discussion about policy, detailed explanations,
presenting all sides of the argument and providing
expert and informed commentary, what a wonderful
thing that would be. But of course there is no stomach
for such debate. Members of the public are generally
not interested in that level of detail, or perhaps we are
just bad at explaining things, and members of the
media, who should have an interest in such things, are
far more interested in the politics of personality — that
‘gotcha’ moment that every politician dreads is what
they are looking for.
Of course being a member of Parliament is a team
sport, and none of us would be here without the support

Thursday, 16 October 2014

of our parties. While members of the public are cynical
about the major parties, it is these parties that give our
parliaments some discipline and continuity. Contrast
this with parliaments around the world that are made up
of disparate groups with little in common. They often
lack focus, longevity and outcomes.
I would therefore like to thank the ALP for giving me
the opportunity to be part of the Labor team and for its
support and encouragement over the past 16 years. I
would also like to acknowledge our party members —
the men and women who hand out how-to-vote cards at
elections, pay their membership dues, come to
fundraisers and buy raffle tickets year after year. They
are our true believers who support us and our parties
and do myriad other things for us. We would be lost
without them. Of course they are also our greatest
critics, God love them, but they keep us honest and
grounded and are critical to the survival of our parties.
I would like to thank my electorate office staff over the
years: Shara, Jeremy, Aaron, Gail and particularly
Christine Roussiyan, who has been with me for
15 years and who has worked hard and given wise
counsel. Our electorate office staff are the first port of
call for constituents. They support us in our work, and
we are indebted to them. Many of us would be useless
in our offices without them. I still do not know how to
use that multipurpose device, also known as the
photocopier, in our office.
I would also like to acknowledge the parliamentary
staff, who are sensational. They are so friendly and
professional and treat us better than we probably
deserve. The Hansard reporters make us sound great, no
matter how bad our speech is. I thank the catering and
library staff, the clerks and the attendants for all their
help. They are always ready for a chat or to help us in
any way they can. How useless are we going to be
when we leave here. To the gardens staff, the dogs and
I have enjoyed it immensely!
One of the most informative and interesting parts of the
job has been the work I have done on the Environment
and Natural Resources Committee, which I have been a
member of for all of my 15 years. These all-party
committees enable us to investigate important issues
and hear from experts from around the world and to
write reports that will hopefully help inform policy
developments in future governments. They should help
to take the politics out of many of the issues. We also
learn so much on these committees. I know a lot more
about ovine Johne’s disease and soil acidification than I
ever imagined possible, and I know a bit more about
water policy.
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This government is able to pursue its current policy on
water because of the security of supply Victoria now
has — a supply that will cater for future droughts and
will enable us to accommodate the additional 2 million
people who are expected to call Victoria home over the
next decade. While stormwater is useful for parks and
gardens on a small scale, it is no substitute for a potable
water supply that is independent of our highly variable
rainfall. Of course the cost of stormwater capture,
storage and re-use makes desalinated water look as
cheap as chips.
The environment has been and remains one of my
passions. I was elected in 1999, at a time when there
was huge community angst about the level of logging
in the Wombat State Forest. I am very proud of the
work we did to bring that back to a sustainable level. I
despair for the environment when it comes to the issue
of climate change. How is it that we are going
backwards on this? How is that we now scoff at climate
science? How is it that politicians and shock jocks now
know more than the best climate scientists in the world?
We need to keep pushing this issue, and the media need
to help inform the public on it, not muddy the waters
with nonsense peddled by those with vested interests.
When I look back over my time in Parliament there are
a number of things I am most proud of. Apart from our
efforts with the forest, I am also proud of our efforts to
remove cattle from the Alpine National Park and the
bipartisan support we had with the abortion law reform.
I am also proud of the regional rail project. Also seven
towns in my electorate were connected to
natural gas — really connected, not just pretend
connected. I think the Minister for State Development
has about 42 days to deliver to the 17 towns he claims
already have gas.
Building the Kyneton hospital and the Sunbury day
hospital will be lasting legacies for our community, and
I am proud of those. It was at the opening of the
Sunbury day hospital that I learned the difference
between government and opposition. Listening to the
then new health minister’s speech, you would have
sworn he had designed, funded and built it. But winners
are grinners in politics and you just have to sit back and
listen and hope someone remembers that it takes more
than three months to build a hospital! There were other
achievements along the way, and hopefully in the future
someone might remember me for them, but it is the
small things that make a big difference to the lives of
many people.
I have been very lucky to have had a partner who is as
politically interested as I am and who has always
supported me in this role. I thank my sisters and
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Suzanne Sandford in particular for their support.
Suzanne was my first campaign manager and gave up a
lot of her own life to help me win the seat of Gisborne.
I will always be grateful.
I would like to pay tribute to my parliamentary
colleagues. It has been a blast. I pay tribute to Karen
Overington. The Birches were never the same without
her. To Joan Kirner and Emily’s List, I say thank you
for your support. The only people I do not have
anymore in my life are my mum and dad. Like most
parents, their support for me was unconditional, and
mum is still the best campaigner I have ever seen. I
miss them dearly.
I wish my political colleagues all the best for the
election — and Daniel, who I hope will be the next
Premier of Victoria. I will be out there doing all I can to
hold the seat of Macedon and to support our sensational
candidate in Mary-Anne Thomas. I wish you all health
and happiness. Thank you for this opportunity.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr TREZISE (Geelong) — I thank the member for
Macedon for making me cry before I even start. Firstly,
I cannot help but say that it does not seem that long ago
that I stood in this house as a new and nervous MP,
who had scraped through an election by just 16 votes,
to make my inaugural speech. But that was 15 years
ago. From a personal perspective, to put that into
context, my two daughters, Zoe and Laura, were then
children of just nine and seven years. Today they are
independent young women of 24 and 22 and getting on
with their lives. I am very proud of them both.
In reflecting on those early years between 1999 and
2002 and my making contributions in this house, I
clearly remember many Liberal MPs taunting me and
others in this chamber that we were oncers — that is,
here for one term only. Without wanting to gloat, let me
say that here we are 15 years later, while most of those
on the other side back then got swept away in the
electoral landslide of 2002 and the rest were mopped up
in 2006. That was thanks to great Labor governments
led by Steve Bracks together with the likes of John
Thwaites, as deputy leader, and John Brumby as
Treasurer, who was later to become Premier, to name a
few. To say they were the best days of my working life
would be a vast understatement. The sense of
achievement and the sense of belonging and
contributing to a Labor government that delivered in
bucketloads was so rewarding.
I will refer to some key areas. In education, the vast
majority of schools in my electorate were subject to
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multimillion-dollar upgrades, and the East Geelong
campus of TAFE was built from the ground up. In
health, the Geelong hospital and particularly the Grace
McKellar and Andrew Love centres were transformed
into 21st century world-class facilities. In transport it
should not be forgotten that it was the then Bracks
government that upgraded the Melbourne Road, where
on average four people per year were dying beforehand,
and, after decades of procrastination, also built the
Geelong Ring Road. In the environment portfolio,
locally we saved the Belmont Common from being
engulfed by a concrete 1 kilometre rowing channel,
together with establishing marine parks and saving the
Otway forests, which were all magnificent initiatives. I
will never forget the jubilation and emotion on the faces
of those people connected with the Otways campaign
on the day Premier Bracks made the cessation of
logging announcement on site. There were obviously
many other reforms that have been noted by previous
speakers.
But being in government is not all plain sailing,
especially in regional areas where people know who
you are and do not agree with everything you do.
Although many welcomed the marine parks, many
hundreds of fishermen — and I say ‘men’ because they
were all male; I can picture them now — were going to
blow my political career out of the water in 2002. I can
also recall the volatility of public meetings of people
opposed to a power plant being proposed 5 kilometres
out of Geelong. But I had instilled in me that you front
up to these meetings, where usually you are on a hiding
to nothing, you state your case, you fly the flag, you
listen to people and you respect their concerns. People
may not agree with you, but the vast majority of people
respect the fact you have turned up. Like I said, the
days of the Bracks and Brumby governments were
unforgettable and I will until the day I die be proud to
have represented the seat of Geelong in those
governments.
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both sides of the political divide in my time here. In
regard to this, other members have mentioned the
importance of the committee system that operates
within this Parliament. It is a pity that people judge the
operation of the Parliament by the 10-second grabs of
question time they see on the nightly news. If the wider
public saw the work undertaken by those on our
committees, I know the reputations of politicians on
both sides of the house would skyrocket.
In support of our committee system, I was disappointed
when this government reduced the number of members
on committees. This was a retrograde step, and I call on
whichever party forms government in November to
reinstate our committee system in full. Personally I was
proud to have served on the Road Safety Committee
with you, Deputy Speaker, as you mentioned in your
contribution, and in this term of Parliament as a
member of the Rural and Regional Committee.
From a personal perspective, as I mentioned earlier,
you do establish working relationships in this place and
you make some close friends and confidantes. Without
them I do not think you would survive. But over
15 years things happen, and people get older. During
my time here I have lost two very close political and
personal allies. The first was my father, who served in
this place for 27 years. The second was my close friend,
as the member for Macedon mentioned, the former
member for Ballarat West, Karen Overington, with
whom I shared an office for, I think, four years, but
believe me it seemed a lot longer.
I had never met Karen until just prior to the 1999
election, but I was privileged to be asked by her family
to be one of the pallbearers on the day of her funeral.
Karen Overington was a very good member of
Parliament and a great local member who worked hard
for her electorate. Although she may have appeared to
be a rough diamond, I can assure you, Deputy Speaker,
that she had a heart of gold.

Deputy Speaker, as you know, life as an MP and life
around this Parliament is not all politics, either. There is
also the personal side of things: the people you work
with, the friends you make and the working
relationships you form. One thing about being a
politician is that no matter what side of the political
fence you are on, to a large degree we are all in the
same boat. When it comes to the vagaries of political
life, we all live and die according to the whims of our
electorate.

I will never forget the support I got from members from
both sides of the house on the death of my father and
the kind words that were spoken across the chamber
during his condolence motion. I owe my political career
to my father and my mother. When we were kids they
instilled into my sister and me the sense of a fair go,
respect for others and helping people in their hour of
need, because as my father often said when we were
growing up, ‘There but for the grace of God go I’.

Although in this house you may hold most people at
arm’s length, there are people you come to trust, and
there are people who become friends and confidantes. I
can proudly say that I have made some good friends on

My father was also renowned for telling people not to
talk too long and know when to stop. With those words
ringing in my ears I would like to finish my
contribution by saying a few important thankyous.
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Firstly, I thank the great Australian Labor Party for
providing me with the opportunity to represent it in this
Parliament. In turn I thank my Labor Party caucus
colleagues for the support they have given me and the
work we have done over the last 15 years. If there was
one key ingredient to the success of the Bracks and
Brumby governments, it was the tight-knit team we
formed as a caucus. I know that that close camaraderie
and that commitment to the cause is well and truly alive
in 2014 under the strong leadership of Daniel Andrews.
With more hard work over the next six weeks I know
all bodes well for the future; be rest assured.
Locally I acknowledge the Geelong West branch of the
party, the executive and all its members. I also thank
my loyal office staff who have been with me for the
entire 15 years I have been in this house. To Christine
Couzens, Justin Mills and Jeanette Johanson, I thank
you for all your work. Christine, good luck to you on
election day. It is not over yet. I also thank the
parliamentary office staff.
I also thank my family for their support over the years.
Personally, we have been have been through some hard
times, and there are some regrets, but we have moved
on. We continue to support each other, remember the
good times and plan for the even better. In short, we get
on with life.
I thank the people of Geelong for the trust they have
shown in me by returning me to this house over a
period of 15 years. Yes, there are people who will never
vote for you — a bit less than 50 per cent, luckily. But
in my time here I have endeavoured to the best of my
ability to ensure that at the very least the concerns of
my constituents and the voices of the Geelong people
are heard in this Parliament.
Finally, I would like to wish every member of this
house all the best, especially those who are leaving us
today. It has been a privilege, and it has been an
honour.
Honourable members applauded.
Mr BAILLIEU (Hawthorn) — Very few of my
45 predecessors as Premier have had the privilege of
giving a departing address to the Parliament. It is a
privilege; Premiers usually depart a little more abruptly
than perhaps I have, and I thank both sides of the house
for the honour and privilege of returning to the front
bench, albeit just for a moment.
I leave as I arrived — a proud Australian and a proud
Victorian. I leave as I arrived — very proud to
represent the electorate of Hawthorn. I leave as I
arrived — as a committed Liberal. I leave as I
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arrived — in awe of the great architects, the builders
and the civilisers who have graced this extraordinary
chamber in the past in both its roles as Victoria’s
Parliament and for 27 years as our federal Parliament. I
leave as I arrived — still learning and still willing to be
amazed. I leave as I arrived — convinced that politics
must be a quest for responsibility, not just a game about
the pursuit of authority, power, position or privilege. I
leave as I arrived — thankful indeed for the support of
the people of Victoria and in particular the electors of
Hawthorn.
It has been a singular honour to serve as the member for
Hawthorn, as the Leader of the Opposition, as Minister
for the Arts and as Premier. I will forever be
appreciative for the trust and support I was privileged to
enjoy. But above all, I leave as I arrived: deeply
grateful for, with the unconditional support of and in
love with my wife, Robyn, and of course our beautiful
children, Martha, Eleanor and Robert. I am immensely
proud of them all; they have faced challenges few could
understand or appreciate. I have never been more proud
of Robyn than when she represented this state
internationally. I want to thank my extended family and
all of my very close friends and colleagues — they
know who they are — for their incredible support.
I want to thank the staff I enjoyed as minister and
Premier, who are some of the most exceptional people I
have known in my life. I want to thank my electorate
staff, who have worked so diligently on behalf of the
electors of Hawthorn on my behalf and on so many
occasions and for so long, often in my absence. I
particularly thank two close personal staff members
who may as well be members of our family: Cathy,
with whom I shared so many late nights in the
Premier’s office working past midnight and lately so
many Anzac-inspired tears at the end of the corridor
downstairs; and John, with whom I have shared so
much time all over Victoria, but we never made it to
Noosa. I thank my electorate team: Tim and the many
others who have supported me, including John Pesutto.
I trust and hope John will be able to succeed me as the
member for Hawthorn.
I thank my parliamentary colleagues in the Liberal
Party, and I thank the Liberal Party. I have enjoyed the
honour and privilege of leading the Liberal Party and
then the coalition in two elections, being successful in
the latter of those. Before that I enjoyed the honour and
privilege of being president of the party for an
unprecedented four elections, three of which were
successful. I also thank The Nationals for their support,
and in particular I thank my friend Peter Ryan. I thank
those on the other side, many of whom I have engaged
with respect and, I believe, intelligence. I also thank all
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those very special multicultural friends and arts industry
friends. Where we share a look, a hug and a deep
understanding, they are very special to me. I thank the
community in Boroondara, the council and particularly
the schools, with which we have so had so much to do
in recent years.

campaigned hard and consistently. I was very proud
that, against the odds and with one of the largest swings
in this state’s history, we won sufficient seats for a
majority in both houses and won government. I am
particularly proud that I did so without ever being
required to leave this chamber by someone else.

I take this opportunity to thank the architects in my life
who have kept me grounded and focused, as all
architects are, on the future. I particularly thank the
parliamentary staff. There are many versions of the
parliamentary staff in the building, and I think I have a
relationship with just about all of them. With most of
them it is a quirky relationship. As a symbol of all the
quirkiness, I want to mention Richard, who was an
attendant in this chamber. I had the opportunity a few
years ago — seven years ago, I think it was — of
summonsing Richard to my office as the Leader of the
Opposition, and doing it sternly. He came as an
apprehensive and nervous parliamentary staffer only to
find me presenting him with a premiership cup in 2007.
He was over the moon. I want to thank the
extraordinary public servants with whom I have had the
privilege of working, some of whom are here with us
today. We are very fortunate in this state, and it is no
surprise that so many of our public servants are
poached to go elsewhere.

I will leave a little the wiser but otherwise as I arrived,
but I leave also knowing this state is in much better
shape than when we arrived in government in 2010. All
governments have their trials. We have governed in
difficult times, through natural disasters, financial
constraints, massive cost transfers, unprecedented
transnational industry restructuring and, let us just say,
a parliamentary balance at the whim of the moment.

I leave as I arrived, committed to a phrase which my
colleagues will know: put a priority on family, health
and fitness. I leave as I arrived, with my family, I think
with my health, although in recent days I have had
some doubt about that as I have coughed my way
around the corridors; and I think I have my fitness. I
pay tribute in particular to my colleagues from lane four
and the Bergers, with whom I have swum for so many
years in so many different circumstances. If I leave with
some advice, I would tell anyone here that the antidote
to politics will always be a 2-kilometre swim in the
middle of the bay wearing nothing but speedos in the
middle of winter. It is impossible to think about
anything else.
I arrived in this place in 1999, went straight into
opposition and enjoyed my time as a shadow minister
in a number of portfolios, particularly the planning
portfolio. I was privileged to become the leader of the
Liberal Party in 2006, before the election. I was
honoured that we won several seats in that election,
although not sufficient. I was then privileged not only
to remain as leader but to re-establish the coalition in
this state with my friend Peter Ryan. We both enjoyed
the fact that we did that with calmness, certainty, the
support of our teams and without anyone knowing until
the announcement. We re-established the coalition. We
set a sound and responsible agenda, and we

We set about doing what we promised we would do at
the election, and we faced some pretty significant
challenges. I do not want to dwell on them other than to
mention them, because the names send a shiver still
through the hearts and minds of many of the people
who had to deal with those situations, and I do not
attach any political interest to this other than the record:
myki, the desalination plant, the Ararat prison, the
north–south pipeline, some of the IT projects we faced,
the completely inadequate health deal signed at the
Council of Australian Governments before we arrived,
smart meters, the fish market, the fruit and vegetable
market, the staggering blowout in vocational education
and its misdirection, the inadequacies of the regional
rail link, the unbuildability of the metro rail project, the
synchrotron, CenITex and, above all, a completely and
utterly unsustainable budget. They were challenges we
set out to address, and to the best of our ability and as
far as possible we have addressed them.
First, and perhaps most significantly of all, we returned
a sustainable base to the state’s budget. We secured the
strongest financial position of all the states — we are
AAA stable rated and recognised internationally as
such — by stabilising debt, reducing expenditure
growth and maintaining a responsible wages policy.
Second, we delivered on our commitments: halving
stamp duty for first home buyers, halving ambulance
subscription fees, doubling the application of energy
concessions, delivering extensive support through the
Regional Growth Fund and much more.
Third, we expanded and improved service delivery,
with a massive increase in transport timetables,
thousands of extra services, improved punctuality, new
trams, new trains and the expansion studies that we
promised. In education we had a record budget of
$12 billion, with funding for 24 new schools, and we
led the way on student outcome approaches across the
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nation. Something that perhaps does not get the
attention it deserves is the extraordinary commitment to
autism schools. In vocational education there was a
50 per cent budget increase, a refocus of courses and a
50 per cent increase in enrolments.
We had a $15 billion record budget in health and
hospitals, and I note in particular the asset program in
health: the Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre at
the top of Elizabeth Street; the eye and ear hospital,
which many said could not be done; the Box Hill
Hospital, above and beyond what we even committed
to; Monash Children’s; the extraordinary Bendigo
Hospital; Ballarat; Geelong; Mildura; Echuca; Latrobe;
and so many others. In the ambulance area there are
more stations, more than 500 additional paramedics and
an increased budget. In police, there are 1800 extra
police and there are new powers. In mental health
extraordinary new steps have been made, and I pay
tribute to the minister in that regard.
Fourth, we committed to, delivered and pursued a more
productive economy. We reduced WorkCover
premiums, payroll taxes and business costs. We
introduced a construction code that many said should
not apply and would not make a difference, but I can
tell you that on building sites in Victoria it has made a
difference, and they are talking about it. We led the
resistance to national attempts to increase occupational
health and safety costs at a cost to business. We
delivered extensive support through the Regional
Growth Fund, and we rolled out natural gas, which
many said could not be done.
Fifth, we worked to expand our economy through
international engagement. We had trade missions of
unprecedented size, reach and significance into China,
India and Japan, and we expanded our markets in the
Middle East, Indonesia, South-East Asia, the USA and
Chile.
Sixth, we supported industries in transition as best we
could: motor vehicles, aluminium, fruit packing,
Qantas, the aviation industry and even the timber
industry, as the member for Ripon talked about earlier
today.
Seventh, we fixed, as I said, many of the problems as
best we could. We introduced significant and complex
reforms, many of which were forcefully resisted and
many of which commentators and others said were not
possible: the property-based fire services levy, which
after years and years has been done; major taxi reforms,
which many said could not be done but have been
done; protective services officers on our transport
system, which many argued could not be done, should
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not be done and would not be done, and it has been
done; sentencing reforms; hoon laws; dog laws; many
others; the establishment of Public Transport Victoria
and IBAC, and I believe we have the balance pretty
much right in regard to IBAC; and the establishment of
the Victorian Responsible Gambling Foundation. They
are just a few of the significant reforms. They may not
make headlines, but they are the reforms of this
government.
We revamped, planned and commenced the biggest
infrastructure program in the state’s history in order to
build the future, as we committed to in 2010. I know
that my successor, Denis Napthine, is as committed to
that as I am. This infrastructure includes the east–west
link, the Dingley bypass, the Koo Wee Rup bypass, the
Melbourne rail link, the airport rail link and many other
projects. There are extraordinary grade separations and
level crossing upgrades, including the commitment to
St Albans, which we made many years ago when others
had not. There is over $1 billion for the expansion of
the port of Melbourne, and it is proceeding. Victorians
do not walk past and say, ‘Our port is getting bigger’,
but they need to know that it is, because freight drives
this state. We need to ensure that we keep freight at the
front end of our transport programs in Victoria.
We have taken a lead with responsibility for national
reforms and issues including the national disability
insurance scheme, and we have done that with a
commitment to the detail and not just the headlines, as
some would have preferred. We took a lead on
construction costs, and that is still to be addressed
nationally. We took a lead on the building industry
code and on education reforms, and we took a lead on
unsustainable spending commitments at a national
level.
I note the comments John Pandazopoulos made in the
house earlier. We have a bipartisan commitment to
multiculturalism in this state. It is something we should
treasure and something we should nurture, and when it
is challenged we should stand up and push back, and
we have. We have promoted it, and I have been proud
to stand with members of both sides of the house to
ensure that happens. Along the way, in championing
that, we have also championed our own consular corps,
and I thank its members for their extraordinary efforts
not only in representing their native citizens but also in
representing this state. We are a better state for our
multicultural base, we are a lesson to the world and we
should be very careful about it.
As Minister for the Arts I was very proud that we were
able to significantly enhance our arts, our cultural and
our major events offerings, including White Night.
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Anybody who was in Melbourne in February among
the 600 000 or 700 000 people enjoying the cultural and
artistic delights of our city, without rancour, without
drunkenness and without violence, could only be
infatuated with our city and charmed by our state and
by White Night. I pay tribute to those who put it all
together.

It may have only been a little thing in our wider world,
but if we were able to help Narelle Grech in her last
days, with dignity and sympathy, then I am grateful for
that. Many on our side of the house will know that I
have often referred to the importance of the little things.
They may have been little things, but they mean a lot to
so many people. The little things are special.

We put a new home together for Circus Oz when some
said it should not happen and could not happen. We
built the pit at the Arts Centre, which allowed Victoria
to take the lead again in the arts. We put together the
cultural precinct master plan. We put the new tennis
facilities and the revamped Margaret Court Arena
together. We have championed the government
architect, and I take the opportunity to continue to
champion the government architect and the design
review panels which have given councils in particular,
and now the private sector, such an extraordinary
opportunity.

I mentioned the emergency services workers before,
and others have referred to the Black Saturday
experience many in this chamber went through. I
shared that experience, though was perhaps impotent,
as the member for Kew said before, as you can be in
opposition at those times, but we sought to provide
whatever support we could. And when we arrived to
find in government repeated floods upon our shoulders,
we did whatever we could. I think we did things afresh
and as well as we possibly could.

The Small Towns Transformations project is operable
across Victoria as we speak — next week Natimuk and
Neerim South will reveal their transformations to the
world. Those of us who visited Dookie last weekend or
Avoca last weekend, or Ouyen, know how important
that program has been. We have been very proud to put
the Indigenous Honour Roll on the program for
Victoria. I think everyone who has attended and been
involved on all sides of that have been positive about it.
We secured a richer living legacy for this state through
our national parks, much fairer wind farm development
rules, greater protection of our important landscapes
and greater certainty for our residential areas and the
Plan Melbourne program, which has been put together.
Frankly, I think we should be very proud across this
chamber of the significant social issues on which we
have taken a lead, often or sometimes against the cynics
and the nay-sayers. Of course these include the child
abuse inquiry, and I pay tribute to Mary Wooldridge,
Georgie Crozier and all of those who were involved in
that inquiry. We took the lead when many said it could
not be done, and I think we got it right.
During the forced adoption apology — and I think that
has been mentioned today already — there were many
in this chamber, there were many in the gallery, there
were many across the road. In politics there are not
many rewards, but some of the rewards are actually
tears. Some of them are just an arm around the
shoulder. Some of them are a thankyou five years later
from someone in the street. I say to some of those who
expressed their gratitude, thank you.

I am very pleased we have been able to implement and
continue to implement all of the bushfires royal
commission recommendations. There is one little thing
though, a very little thing — it is a program which Peter
Ryan and I were involved with. We committed to it
before the election. We said we would deliver on it, and
we delivered on it — that is, providing personal support
for those communities affected. We stretched that
program; it meant a lot to them. Again, the little things
make a difference.
Since I stepped down as Premier, I have enjoyed the
opportunity to embrace the Anzac centenary in a new
and personal way, as we seek to encourage Victorians
to embrace their many connections to the stories of our
original Anzacs. This weekend, on Sunday, we will
mark the centenary of the departure of the first convoy.
It is an opportunity for Victorians to perhaps recreate in
their minds and in their lives and in their hearts those
moments down at Princes Pier and Station Pier when
the first troops left — some 7900 of them with
3000 horses and lots of other animals. Streamers were
thrown onto the ships that took our troops away. And
when the streamers broke, those first disconnections
took place. We ought to take this opportunity to show
our respect to them.
I leave as I arrived, full of ideas for change. I will not
bore the house with them, I will bore my colleagues,
but there are still so many things we can do to improve
our state. I leave as I arrived — indeed, as I arrived. I
leave as I arrived, as a committed member of a coalition
team led by Denis Napthine. After 15 years I find I
have gone from frontbencher to backbencher, in that
order. Of course in that time we have shifted from one
side of the house to the other. As it happened in that
time I had the honour to share the premiership with
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Denis Napthine. Of course as two very enthusiastic
Geelong supporters, we have shared the joy of
premierships before. May there be many more. Denis,
Peter, Michael O’Brien and the team have my full
support in our efforts now to go back to back.
Finally, I leave as I arrived, undeterred and unwavering.
And I leave with arms open wide. I leave as I arrived in
1999, with best wishes for each and every one of those
who will serve in the Parliament ahead. May they truly
be led by the best interests of our state. I leave as I
arrived: very excited for the future.
Honourable members applauded.
The SPEAKER — Order! I would like to take a
moment to wish all retiring members good health,
happiness and fulfilment as they move into this new
stage of their lives. I thank each and every one of them
for their contribution to this place and their service to
Victoria. I extend my thanks to all the staff who have
looked after us so well in this place during the
57th Parliament. I thank Hansard staff, who somehow
edit every speech into a masterpiece. To the staff at
55 St Andrews Place who look after administration and
IT, I say thank you. I thank the clerks, especially Ray
and Bridget. Their professional and expert knowledge
cannot be faulted. Ray saved me from making a total
fool of myself on more than one occasion this year. I
thank all members for the respect they have shown to
me as Speaker. In a perverse way I have enjoyed my
time in this chair. To those who are standing for
re-election, stay safe, look after your families, take a
deep breath every now and then and smell the roses.

JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(SUCCESSION AND SURROGACY)
BILL 2014
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General).
Mr NEWTON-BROWN (Prahran) — I rise to
support the Justice Legislation Amendment (Succession
and Surrogacy) Bill 2014. When there is a death in a
family it is usually a time of great sorrow and distress.
It is usually sudden, and if the situation in relation to
wills and the administration of the estate is not clear, it
can quickly add to that source of distress and conflict
within families. This bill is about providing some
changes which will make the law clearer and fairer and
which will enable families to sort out the issues in
relation to a deceased estate while containing costs and

3731

keeping disputes about entitlements to an absolute
minimum.
The current laws are complex and disputes can be
time-consuming and can result in a significant
proportion of a deceased estate ending up being
consumed by legal fees and administrative costs. This
bill has been drafted to implement a number of
recommendations of the Victorian Law Reform
Commission in its Succession Laws report of 2013. The
bill also makes small but important changes to
surrogacy arrangements in the state to allow parents to
be registered on the birth certificate of their child even
if the surrogacy treatment is undertaken outside of
Victoria — although it must be in Australia — as long
as certain other conditions are met.
In relation to succession laws, a key concern with the
current laws is that they allow for family provision
claims whereby the class of person who is able to make
a claim has over time developed into quite a broad
range of people. In 1997 the legislation was amended to
remove any requirement for a specific relationship with
the deceased. Instead a person’s entitlement for a claim
based on the family provision was rooted in
demonstrating that the deceased had a responsibility to
provide for them. However, the fact that there was no
restriction on who could make a claim coupled with the
broad nature of the test to be applied, in recent years led
to a wide range of claims being made. These claims put
pressure on executors, administrators and other
beneficiaries to settle claims just to ensure that the
estate was not consumed by legal costs. Claims were
being settled even if these claims were quite dubious.
To reduce the potential for opportunistic claims and to
better reflect the policy objectives of the family
provision laws, this bill amends the family provision
scheme to put some limits around who can make a
claim on a deceased estate and the grounds on which
they can make that claim. We only specify categories of
people who will be eligible to make a claim — namely,
the deceased person’s children, stepchildren, spouses or
domestic partners at the time of death, and former
spouses and partners who have not had recourse under
the Family Law Act 1975 may also apply for a family
provision claim as of right.
However, there is a distinction between applications by
a child or a stepchild who is under 18 or a full-time
student up to the age of 25 who has a disability and one
brought by a child or a stepchild who does not fall
under one of these categories. Most adult children will
fall outside these categories. In such cases the court
must take into account, amongst other things, the
degree to which the applicant is not capable by
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reasonable means of providing adequately for their own
proper maintenance and support. This is intended to
reflect the position that parents should not usually be
regarded as having a moral duty to make provision for
their adult children who are capable by reasonable
means of providing for themselves.
I have touched on the general basis of this bill. Other
speakers have spoken in more detail about these
provisions. I commend the bill to the house as a
necessary and sensible progression of the succession
and surrogacy laws in the state.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I thank all
honourable members for their contributions to this
debate. It is an example of Parliament working well to
deliver law reform for the benefit of the community,
with bipartisan negotiation and cooperation. This bill
arises out of a report by the Victorian Law Reform
Commission that identified the need and opportunities
for reform to, in particular, bring back provisions
relating to family maintenance that start on the
presumption that a testator may leave their assets as
they see fit but also at the same time make provision for
where testators have failed in their duty to look after
those to whom they owed a duty.
I want to express appreciation in particular to the
shadow Attorney-General, the member for Lyndhurst,
for the cooperative way in which he engaged with me
and the way in which we worked through some of the
issues related to the bill. I believe the outcome we
arrived at is a sensible compromise that balances
competing considerations and arrives at a way forward
that will lead to substantial improvements to the law for
the benefit of families and testators. It will avoid, or at
least minimise, the potential for intrafamily disputes
and contention in what can often be a very stressful
time — when a person passes away — providing
greater certainty while also providing opportunities for
redress when a testator has not done the right thing.
It has been pleasing that the outcomes that have been
negotiated between the two sides of politics have been
welcomed by commentators such as the Law Institute
of Victoria, and I believe have produced a bill that will
operate in the best interests of the community and
hopefully serve the state well for many years to come.
The other significant aspect of this bill is the reforms to
the law of surrogacy, in particular to deal with an
anomaly where people have a child born by a surrogate
arrangement where the surrogacy was initiated
interstate but the child was born in Victoria. For one
Victorian family in particular this is a very important
measure because they have been waiting so that they
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are in a position to have recognised in Victorian law
their parentage of a child born of a surrogacy
arrangement. That has awaited the passage of this
legislation.
Once again I thank both sides of the house for the
constructive and positive way in which the Parliament
has engaged on this bill, and I commend the bill to the
house.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.
Third reading
Motion agreed to.
Read third time.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Crisp) — Order!
The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

Ambulance services
Mr SCOTT (Preston) — The matter I raise is for
the attention of the Minister for Health, and it relates to
a serious incident in relation to a delayed ambulance for
an 88-year-old woman in the suburb of Preston. The
action I seek is that the minister meet with the family of
this woman, whose details I will provide separately to
the minister in order to preserve their privacy, so that
the minister can hear the dreadful details of this case
and make an explanation to the family.
On 20 August at 6.00 p.m. an 88-year-old woman in the
suburb of Preston sustained a fall in her home. She was
in considerable pain, was bleeding and had hit her head.
Her son, who happened to be visiting, did not feel able
to move her, and she remained on the floor. He called
an ambulance immediately and was informed that the
ambulance would not be long. However, there was a
significant delay. The son called again after 15 minutes
and was told that an ambulance had been dispatched.
Again there was a delay. After another 45 minutes he
called again and was told that the ambulance would
arrive in about 15 minutes. An ambulance finally
arrived at 7.30 p.m., 90 minutes after the first call was
made. There was then a further delay in the woman
reaching hospital.
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While the family is happy with the crew, who they
regarded as highly professional, significant issues have
arisen for the woman who turned out to have a broken
hip and pneumonia. The pneumonia, while it has now
passed, is a significant risk to health, and the family is
concerned that it relates to the delay in her receiving
treatment. It would be appropriate for the family to get
an explanation for this terrible situation and for the
minister to meet with the family in order to have this
matter dealt with properly.

some of the beautiful passive space in Rippon Lea
gardens for local residents to enjoy and ensure that we
have access to parkland. I understand that the National
Trust has recently written to the council with an offer to
open up a section of Rippon Lea gardens to the public
and that the relocation of the conservatory to the
gardens could play an important part in this strategy.
The matter affects many residents who have written to
me regarding preservation of the conservatory,
including the Friends of Caulfield Park.

Caulfield Park conservatory

I would like to lead discussions to explore this great
opportunity to get the best outcome for the community
in increasing recreational open space in Glen Eira and
to ensure that the conservatory remains a great local
icon. I recently visited the conservatory with my son,
and we saw the potential of this great place — the
fernery, the gardens and nature. It is important for us to
ensure that all residents have the opportunity to enjoy
the area and at the same time ensure that we maximise
parkland and open space within my electorate of
Caulfield.

Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — I rise today to
raise a matter for the Minister for Environment and
Climate Change in regard to the Caulfield Park
conservatory. The action I seek is for the minister to
allow me to lead and pursue some further discussions
with Glen Eira City Council and the National Trust of
Australia over the potential relocation of the
conservatory.
On 10 June I raised an adjournment matter with the
minister about consideration being given to moving the
conservatory to the Rippon Lea estate, subject to an
appropriate upgrade of the space in Caulfield Park.
Caulfield Park currently has limited passive space, and
we want to ensure that there is an ability for that,
particularly for elderly residents. At this stage key
elements of the structure are going to be salvaged as
part of the relocation to Rippon Lea. Despite
community consultation stating that there was strong
support to have the conservatory repaired, there has
been little work done; it has sat there. It is a great
landmark, and it is very important that the conservatory,
a structure with a great local history, be upgraded and
made available for the public to continue to enjoy.

Mental health services
Mr EREN (Lara) — I wish to raise an urgent matter
for the attention of the Minister for Mental Health. The
action I seek from the minister is that she address the
concerns of residents in my electorate of Lara and the
wider Geelong region in relation to the mental health
crisis. As the minister would be aware, Victoria’s
mental health system is in crisis. Last year, on
Christmas Eve, the Minister for Mental Health quietly
tried to sneak out a scathing report from her own
department in order to avoid scrutiny. Her own
document entitled Victoria’s Priorities for Mental
Health Reform 2013–15, states:
Too many people who require mental health services do not
receive timely or appropriate care. In some cases, people
reach a point of crisis before they seek or are able to receive
services.

As I have said on many occasions, the city of Glen Eira,
particularly the suburb of Ripponlea, has the lowest
amount of open space in our community. I have fought
very hard in this chamber over the last four years to
ensure that the open space we have is updated and
maintained — space such as Elsternwick Plaza, the
Caulfield Racecourse Reserve and, just recently, the
Booran Road Reservoir, with the $650 000 injection
from a grant by the Victorian government to upgrade
that passive open space. We also funded an open-space
strategy — a $30 000 strategy for the council — to
ensure that we maximise the space we have in the
municipality and get the best out of it for our
constituents and the community.

The SPEAKER — Order! It is not possible to ask
for funding.

Last year I met with both the CEO of the National
Trust, Martin Purslow, and the mayor of the City of
Glen Eira, Neil Pilling, to discuss how we could utilise

Mr EREN — Resourcing. The report goes on to
raise concerns about ‘sustainability and timeliness of
access’ to mental health services and the large surge in

The report goes on to raise concerns about
‘sustainability and timeliness of access’ — —
The SPEAKER — Order! What is the action the
member for Lara is seeking?
Mr EREN — Appropriate funding of mental health
services.
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the number of mental health patients attending
emergency departments due to lack of mental health
beds and access to care in the community. This report
shows what consumers, clinicians and carers have been
saying for a long time — that the mental health system
is in trouble. This report represents just one aspect of a
problem-plagued period for mental health services in
Victoria.
In relation to some of the funding cuts that have
occurred, they have dramatically affected the services
that are provided by this very important sector. It has
been reported at some point that $831 million has been
cut from the health department’s budget, according to
budget papers, and unfortunately even more funding
has been cut by the federal government.
The community visitors report from the Office of the
Public Advocate, recently tabled in the Parliament,
highlights several examples of the crisis, with reports of
incidents of abuse, neglect and violence in mental
health facilities over the two years from 2011–12 to
2013–14 having more than doubled, from 27 to 55. One
of the reasons we are having so many problems in the
system, and it has been acknowledged widely, is the
increase in the prevalence of the use of drugs,
particularly methamphetamines, which is causing real
concern not only in Geelong but also in most regional
areas.
Therefore the action I seek from the minister is that she
address the concerns of the residents in my electorate of
Lara and the wider Geelong region regarding proper
resourcing and proper care in relation to mental health.
The SPEAKER — Order! I clarify for the member
for Lara that a member cannot request funding during
an adjournment matter but can ask for adequate
resources.

Robinvale library
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I raise a matter for the
attention of the Minister for Local Government. The
action I seek is for planning to commence for a
combined school and public library in Robinvale.
Robinvale is a proactive community that I have been
assisting in the completion of its P–12 school and the
co-location of a new kindergarten on its school site to
take into account its growing population. The
community would like to have a public library to cater
for its growing population. Robinvale is currently
served by a mobile library service, which the
community has outgrown. An opportunity exists for a
partnership approach to provide for a permanent library
in Robinvale. There is room for the library in the next
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phase of the redevelopment of the Robinvale P–12
College site, using funding from this government for a
combined facility. The partnership to achieve this will
be between the Department of Education and Early
Childhood Development, the Rural City of Swan Hill,
the Victorian government and the community. It will
take some time to gain approvals and receive consent
from the various bodies for this important project to
take place. Robinvale has a significant culturally and
linguistically diverse community and a significant
Aboriginal community. Inherent in that mix is a high
number of newcomers, and there are considerable
synergies in having a public library for such a diverse
community combined with the school library.
Everybody in Robinvale is keen to learn, and a library
is a vital part of that learning process. There has been a
long history of this very resilient community working
together and achieving much by spending time
planning and working on particular issues.
I seek the minister’s support in starting the engagement
process to secure the partnerships necessary for a
library on the P–12 site in Robinvale that will benefit
the community.

Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — The matter I
raise is for the attention of the Minister for Higher
Education and Skills, and it concerns the Northern
Melbourne Institute of TAFE (NMIT) campus in
Preston, just outside my electorate. The action I seek
from the minister is a guarantee that he will not sell any
land at NMIT or cut any more staff from NMIT. The
story of the Liberal government’s trashing of TAFE is a
very sorry one indeed, and unfortunately NMIT has
been at the front line in that assault on TAFE. In total
we know there has been a $1.2 million cut, but of
course there is a human side to the sorts of cuts that
have hit TAFE. No matter where we look right across
the TAFE sector, no matter what institute we speak to,
significant damage and in fact at times irreparable
damage has occurred at the hands of the Liberal
government.
The NMIT story is no different. I put on the record that
two years ago it enjoyed $50 million in cash reserves
and it had an $8 million to $10 million operating
surplus. Then at the end of last year it recorded a
$31 million loss, with no cash reserves. At that time it
had already suffered a near $30 million cut in funding.
Back then the government threw in $16 million as a
line of credit to keep NMIT solvent at the urging of the
Auditor-General, who expressed concern that it would
no longer remain viable. The human face of this is that
there are obviously staff losses. Perhaps I do not expect
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those opposite to care about that so much, but I do
expect them to care about the drop in quality in the
courses. Course fees went through the roof, the
Greensborough campus closed and the number of
students taking up the opportunities at NMIT dropped
significantly.

and some tremendous work was accomplished. In
addition, Sandringham Primary School had the ability
to expand its playground envelope through an
unexpected outcome when through representation it
was able to acquire an adjoining property that had been
recently sold at auction.

Now the government has stumped up another bailout of
$19 million for NMIT, but in the face of the car
industry collapse clearly what is needed here is a
rethink from this government about what the state
needs — and it does not need a cut in skills training and
apprenticeship training. It needs an injection of funds, it
needs a change of focus and it needs in particular from
this minister recognition of the important role that
NMIT plays in Melbourne’s north and for my
community of Northcote. If the minister turns his
attention to the importance of TAFE, in my view he
will see the rewards for the Victorian economy and for
the Victorian community in particular.

In the case of Cheltenham Primary School, the
enterprise of a principal a number of years ago, Kim
Brownbill, achieved the extraordinary in terms of
making use of recycled building materials and
expanding the built form on the school. So impressed at
the time was the then education minister, Don
Hayward, that he visited the school and paid the highest
tribute to the principal of the day, Mr Brownbill.

Sandringham electorate ministerial visit
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — During my
time as the member for Sandringham every school in
my electorate has been the recipient of federal and state
funds. The matter I wish to raise today is for the
attention of the Minister for Education. The action I
seek is for him to visit the Sandringham electorate to
review the progress of funding commitments that have
been delivered and the good work that has been
undertaken in the past and to ascertain what some of the
ongoing needs might be for the electorate.
I note from recent reports that there are some
27 000 school buildings in the state of Victoria that
need to be maintained. In the Sandringham electorate
there are some 11 school sites supported by the
government — 7 primary schools and 2 secondary
colleges. One is on a single site, and the great
Sandringham College is on a federation of three sites
comprising the one school that was part of what was
described in 1988 by the then government as a ‘flagship
educational reform’ that provided a breadth of
curriculum and subject choice to students in the district.
In Sandringham in the present term some great work
has been undertaken at Sandringham Primary School
for the upgrade of student play areas. That particularly
followed the extraordinary drought we had in this state.
Prior to the current term there was also some
outstanding work done by school councils at
Sandringham. Jon Duggan, a school council president,
won the award for school council president of the year
in Victoria a number of years ago. He was an architect
who was wisely seconded by the principal of the day,

At Mentone Girls Secondary College a gymnasium was
developed through a collaboration between local
government, the school council and the local member,
where investment was leveraged. These are some of the
things I would like to show to the minister.

Melton Highway, Sydenham, level crossing
Ms HUTCHINS (Keilor) — The matter I raise is
for the attention of the Minister for Public Transport,
and it is in relation to a significant traffic and safety
issue at the Watergardens railway station, where the rail
line meets and crosses the Melton Highway. The action
I seek is for the government to commit to a grade
separation at this location as a matter of priority.
To date I have already tabled petitions containing
around 2500 signatures, and I have another petition
containing 500 signatures ready to be tabled in the new
Parliament. The reason it has become such a huge issue
in my electorate is that the electrification of the line
through to Sunbury has seen around 80 per cent more
trains go through that level crossing where they once
terminated. As a result of the boom gates staying down
for an excessive period, we are seeing significant traffic
problems on the Melton Highway. There is terrible
congestion, and many residents have complained to my
office about it. They have actually written, emailed,
dropped in and taken it upon themselves to distribute
the petitions in trying to get this level crossing fixed.
Another compounding issue of safety is the fact that
there is a local school on either side of the railway line.
With the boom gates being down an average of
52 minutes during a 2-hour peak period in the morning,
in too many cases we have seen high school children in
particular running across the tracks while the boom
gates were down having thought the trains had left but
with country trains still to come through. It is terrible to
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see that happen, because it is only a matter of time
before a tragedy occurs.
As I have said, many constituents have raised this with
me directly at the office. One constituent, Nick, wrote
to me and said he waited 15 minutes at the level
crossing to move only 500 metres. He said there is a
great amount of frustration in the community, and he
knows he speaks on behalf of many people. I have had
mothers complain to me that they are constantly late
getting their children to exams because they cannot
predict how long it will take to get through that
crossing.
The situation is about to be compounded by the fact the
around 30 000 homes are planned for new estates that
sit just beyond this railway crossing. We anticipate
30 000 homes will mean up to an additional 70 000 cars
will come into the area based on current car usage
figures. Without a fix for this intersection and without a
grade separation being high on the government’s list of
priorities, we are going to see more commuters and
more pedestrians put in danger at this crossing.

Country Fire Authority Beaconsfield brigade
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — I call on the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services to come to the
Gembrook electorate to meet with the volunteers at the
Beaconsfield Country Fire Authority (CFA) brigade.
The brigade has an ongoing issue with land in the area,
and we need to find a solution.
Before the coalition was elected in 2010, I met with the
volunteers and the brigade captain, Paul Hayes, who is
still the captain there now. For the record, I congratulate
Paul on having recently done a charity run up the stairs
in full breathing apparatus gear. He is very committed
to raising extra money for his community down there.
In 2010 I met with him and his volunteers, and we
discussed some of the issues of concern in the area. In
opposition we had not committed to anything for the
station down there, but once we got into government
we started working with the local volunteers and
discussing some of the issues they have.
As many would know, Beaconsfield was a lovely rural
town not that long ago. As time has moved by and
growth has occurred down there, up to five or six
families a day have moved in. We have seen rapid
growth in the urban boundaries and rapid growth in the
urban residences around Beaconsfield station. This has
meant that the Beaconsfield CFA brigade is now
turning out to a lot more structural fires and to a lot
fewer rural fires.
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The present station is inadequate for the growth in the
area over the past five or six years. We found some
funding to purchase land, and we have found a block of
land that suits the precise needs of the CFA, which is
quite difficult in the area because land is being taken up
at a rapid rate. Negotiations had begun with the owner
of the land, but that person subsequently moved to
Perth and there have been delays in negotiating with
them in Perth since that time.
I ask the minister to come out to Beaconsfield to listen
to the CFA volunteers and hear exactly why they need
an intervention in this matter to get it moving forward,
once we have the land settled. The CFA volunteers are
turning out 200 to 300 times a year. They support
Berwick, and they support Pakenham, which is an
integrated station just down the road. At the moment
they cannot get any more trucks because there is
nowhere to put them. They have been operating in the
same shed for 40 years, the only changes having
occurred in that time being the addition of a meeting
room and a kitchen area out the back — and I believe
that at the moment even that is inadequate for their
operations.
Beaconsfield is growing. It wants to attract more
volunteers because they are needed, especially during
the day, but there is no enthusiasm to join the local
CFA in Beaconsfield because of the lack of facilities
there. When people travel further down to Berwick,
which was upgraded under this government, or look at
Officer, which did its own upgrade prior to our coming
to office, they see those two stations as preferable
locations. I therefore call on the minister to come down
to the Gembrook electorate, meet the volunteers and
discuss their ongoing issues and concerns to see if we
can put in place a plan for the future of the Beaconsfield
station.

Wallan ambulance station
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I raise a matter for the
Minister for Health, David Davis. The action I seek is
for him to keep his promise of four and a half years ago
to build a fully equipped and staffed ambulance station
in Wallan. With 44 days to go until the election, this
minister has comprehensively failed the growing
community of Wallan, whose lives are at risk. I have
now raised this matter on eight occasions, and the
outgoing member for Seymour has not asked raised it
once. Not once has she asked what is going on or why it
has not been delivered, but I will not be silenced on this
matter.
We saw an unedifying display by the government
yesterday when it refused point blank to debate Labor’s
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private members bill which would have ensured access
for the community to response data. Thus far the
government has denied freedom of information
requests because it is worried that releasing that
information would reduce people’s confidence in its
ambulance service, but in Wallan and in my broader
community that confidence could not be any lower. Our
hardworking paramedics have great support in the
community, but they do not have the support of this
mean, mean government.
From leaked information that does not break it down to
postcode level, the data shows that code 1 ambulance
cases are falling well short of the 15-minute time frame,
and the leaked figures show that 90 per cent of code 1
cases in Melbourne’s northern and the southern Hume
region are among the worst in Victoria. In the north,
which takes in the Whittlesea and Nillumbik local
government areas, the code 1 response time average is
around the 20-minute mark. In the Southern Hume
region, taking in Mitchell shire and Wallan, the code 1
response time average is a staggering 32 minutes. Four
and a half years after the minister made his promise,
there is no ambulance branch and a response time of
32 minutes. It is a disgrace. You can get a pizza
delivered to your home more quickly in the Yan Yean
electorate than you can get an ambulance under the
Liberal government.
When Labor was in office we delivered ambulance
stations in Diamond Creek, Whittlesea, South Morang,
Eltham North, and we reserved land in Mernda. We had
an eye for the growing community, and we promised to
build an ambulance station in Wallan — and if we had
been elected we would have kept that promise. We will
keep that promise if we are elected next time, and we
will undo the damage done to the Wallan community,
which has been failed by this government. In the
remaining 44 days I urge the minister to pull his finger
out.
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of a new school in my electorate. I note that Labor has
yet to make any announcement in relation to building a
new school in Prahran other than recognising that
$20 million has been locked into the budget by the
Napthine government. However, the Leader of the
Opposition has made announcements about schools in
the surrounding areas, including a new school in
Richmond and some refurbishments at other schools.
My grave concern is that this $20 million in the budget
will be siphoned off to a school in Richmond, and it
will then be recognised as the school for Prahran
although it will not be in Prahran.
As far as the school the Napthine government is
building in Prahran is concerned, it is desperately
needed. We have some fantastic primary schools —
Stonnington, Toorak and South Yarra — and several
private and Catholic schools as well, and they are great
local communities. However, at year 6 these
communities get split up, and at the announcement of
the $20 million to construct a secondary school for this
community the Premier gave me the task of chairing a
community consultative committee to choose a
preferred site. I recognise the contribution of the
members on that committee. The committee is made up
of principals Peter Clifton, Anne McPhee, Julie
Manallack, Rochelle Cukier, Susan Higgins, Gerard
Lewis and Francine Walsh; parents David Walker,
Paolo Tombesi, Nikos Papastergiadis, Shane Rogerson,
Liza Chancellor, Ben Pratt and Donna Martin; and
council representatives Cath Harrod, Connie Gibbons,
Janelle Bryce and mayor Adrian Stubbs.
The committee has reviewed 23 different sites in the
electorate and has come up with selection criteria. It
was narrowed down to four, and just this week the
committee has finalised a recommendation to the
minister for a preferred site. The community is now
keen to get on with the delivery of this new school, and
we look forward to the minister announcing as soon as
possible the preferred location.

Prahran secondary school site
Mr NEWTON-BROWN (Prahran) — My
adjournment matter is for the Minister for Education.
The action I seek is that the minister make a timely
announcement on the government’s preferred site for
the new secondary school in Prahran, now that the
community consultation has been completed and a
recommendation has been made.
Prior to the 2010 election the coalition committed
$200 000 to a feasibility study, which was done in two
phases. At the conclusion of that study the Napthine
government went a step further and earlier this year
delivered $20 million in the budget for the construction

Responses
Mr BULL (Minister for Local Government) — It is
a pleasure to rise to respond to the very hardworking
member for Mildura, who raised with me the issue of
the Robinvale library. It was only relatively recently
that I was in the electorate of Mildura. The member
showed me around the township, at which time I gained
a strong appreciation of the fact that it is very much a
multicultural town and one with a high Indigenous
population. I am aware that the town is serviced at
present only by a mobile library. For an expanding
town that is indeed inadequate. The member has also
informed me that there are a number of groups in the
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local community who are advocating very strongly for
a new library presence on the P–12 school site, and I
would be absolutely delighted to take up the member’s
request to further facilitate those discussions with the
various community groups, along with the hardworking
member for Mildura, to progress the proposition for a
new library on that site.
Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation) — The
member for Preston raised a matter for the Minister for
Health regarding an ambulance incident and asked that
the minister meet with a constituent family. The
member for Preston has provided those details to the
Minister for Health, but I will pass the request on to
him nevertheless.
The member for Caulfield raised an issue for the
Minister for Environment and Climate Change
regarding the potential relocation of Caulfield Park
conservatory and the leadership role the member for
Caulfield wishes to assume in that. I will pass that
matter on to the minister.
The member for Lara raised a matter for the Minister
for Mental Health regarding mental health resources. I
will pass that matter on to the minister.
The member for Northcote raised an issue with the
Minister for Higher Education and Skills regarding the
Northern Melbourne Institute of TAFE campus in
Preston, and land sales and staff. I will pass that matter
on to the minister.
The member for Sandringham raised an issue for the
Minister for Education, asking him to visit
Sandringham to review educational facilities and
funding commitments. I will pass that matter on to the
Minister for Education.
The member for Keilor raised a matter for the Minister
for Public Transport regarding a grade separation she
requested for a crossing near Water Gardens railway
station.
The member for Gembrook raised an issue for the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services requesting
that he visit Beaconsfield Country Fire Authority
brigade and talk to the volunteers about their future
needs. I will pass that matter on to the minister.
The member for Yan Yean raised a matter for the
Minister for Health regarding an ambulance station in
Wallan. I will refer that matter to the minster.
Is it appropriate at this juncture for the Minister for
Education to respond to an adjournment matter raised?

Thursday, 16 October 2014

The SPEAKER — I believe the minister can
answer.
Mr DIXON (Minister for Education) — I thank the
Speaker for her indulgence.
The member for Prahran raised with me an issue
regarding the work that has been done in relation to the
selection of a site for the proposed Prahran secondary
college. He has been chairing a committee on this
project and has done a lot of local community
consultation. There is a $20 million commitment in the
budget, and I can advise the member for Prahran that
the bulk of the work has been done in terms of looking
at the site options. Together he and I will be making an
announcement about the next important step, because I
know the community is looking forward to seeing that
Prahran high school being built with that $20 million
budget commitment.
Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation) (By leave) —
On the last occasion on which I will do so in this
Parliament I would like to, by leave, thank the clerks,
particularly Ray Purdey for the role he has played in
this Parliament, and all the other staff, including
Hansard.
I wish the retiring members of Parliament well. I thank
the whips, who receive very little thanks at all. I thank
the member for Benambra but also the member for
Kororoit and the two Nationals whips with whom I
have worked, the member for Mildura and the member
for Lowan.
This has been an incredibly difficult Parliament for both
government and opposition, and I acknowledge and
thank the manager of opposition business. Of course
she and I have different perspectives on things, and
there were some days when we had our moments, but
overall I would like to thank her for her contribution in
what has been an extraordinarily difficult Parliament.
The SPEAKER — Order! The house is adjourned
until the next day of sitting.
House adjourned 4.33 p.m.
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Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper of the Legislative Assembly.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
The portfolio of the minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Tuesday, 14 October 2014
Premier: Telstra job losses
51(a).

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Premier — in relation to the job losses in Ballarat announced on 27 January
2011 by Telstra:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

(6)

On what date was the minister’s office advised or made aware of the job losses.
On what date was the minister advised or made aware of the job losses.
Who advised or made the minister aware of the job losses.
Who advised or made the minister’s office aware of the job losses.
If the minister was advised or made aware of the job losses, other than personally by a
representative of Telstra, did the minister then make personal contact with Telstra; if so, on what
date.
Subsequent to receiving advice or information of the job losses did the minister instruct the
minister’s department to make contact with Telstra; if so, on what date.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: Ballarat Base Hospital helipad
352.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Premier — has the Premier met with any individual or group opposed to the
placement of a helipad at the Ballarat Base Hospital; if so:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Was the meeting facilitated by a member of the Liberal Party.
Were any Ballarat city councillors involved; if so, which councillors.
Did the Premier indicate in the meeting that a helipad would not be placed at the hospital.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: Ballarat Base Hospital helipad
355(a).

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Premier — will the minister provide funding for the construction of a helipad
in Ballarat in the 2012–13 budget.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
3740

ASSEMBLY

Tuesday, 14 October 2014

Premier: World Masters Rowing Championships
1632.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Premier — with reference to the 2014 World Masters Rowing Championships:
(1)
(2)
(3)

What action did the Premier personally take to attract the event to Ballarat.
On what date was the Premier first briefed by the Department of Business and Innovation on the
event.
Did the Premier meet with representatives of the International Federation of Rowing Associations;
if so, on what dates did these meetings occur.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3342(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — when did the concept of work-in-kind provisions on growth areas
infrastructure contributions first arise.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3343(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — where did the idea of work-in-kind provisions for growth areas
infrastructure contributions first originate.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3344(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — will the original documentation/proposal for work-in-kind
provisions for the growth areas infrastructure contribution be provided.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3345(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — was the Premier or Treasurer present during any meetings or
consultations in regard to work-in-kind provisions for the growth areas infrastructure contribution.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.
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Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3346(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — when were government members first notified that work-in-kind
provisions for the growth areas infrastructure contribution would become government policy.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3347(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — with reference to notifying government members that
work-in-kind provisions for the growth areas infrastructure contribution would become government
policy:
Was the member for:
(1)
(2)
(3)

South-Eastern Metropolitan Region, Mrs Peulich;
Carrum;
Mordialloc — notified at the same meeting as the other government members.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3348(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — will the minutes of the initial briefing for government members
regarding work-in-kind provisions for the growth areas infrastructure contribution be provided.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3350(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — was Business First involved in any consultations or discussions in
regard to work-in-kind provisions for the growth areas infrastructure contribution.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3358(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — will the minutes of any discussions, briefings or consultations
with the Department of Treasury and Finance in regard to work-in-kind provisions for the growth areas
infrastructure contribution be provided.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3359(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — how can the public be assured that the Minister for Planning has
consulted other ministers who are considered to have a relevant interest in the subject matter of a
work-in-kind agreement relating to a growth areas infrastructure contribution.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3361(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — what requirements ensure the process for establishing
work-in-kind provisions for the growth areas infrastructure contribution will be transparent and
accountable.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3369(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — is there a requirement for the Treasurer to be present during any
negotiations in regard to work-in-kind provisions for growth areas infrastructure contributions.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3370(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — is there a requirement for the Treasurer to be involved in the
negotiations that establish work-in-kind provisions for growth areas infrastructure contributions
exceeding $2 million.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: growth areas infrastructure
3371(a).

Mr McGUIRE to ask the Premier — was the member for Frankston notified at the same meeting as the
other government members that work-in-kind provisions for the growth areas infrastructure contribution
would become government policy.
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ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Premier: Department of Premier and Cabinet Ballarat office relocation
3789.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Premier — what was the cost to the Department of Premier and Cabinet of
relocating from the stand-alone Sturt Street office to Armstrong Street South in Ballarat for:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)

Information technology.
Communications.
Physical relocation of files, furniture and equipment.
Physical fit-out of new offices.
Printing.
Any other costs.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As this question was asked of the former Premier, I am not in a position to respond to the question.

Consumer affairs: ministerial staffing
4801.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Consumer Affairs — What is the total number of staff, and their
position titles, employed in the minister’s office as at:
(1)
(2)
(3)

30 June 2011.
30 June 2012.
30 June 2013.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly question on notice no. 4781
(response tabled on 8 May 2014).

Consumer affairs: ministerial staffing
4802.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Consumer Affairs — What is the total number of staff (including
ministerial staff and staff seconded from other departments) that have worked in the minister’s private
office at any time between 2 December 2010 and 30 June 2013, and what were their position titles.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly questions on notice no. 4781 and 4782.
(both responses tabled on 8 May 2014).
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Police and emergency services: ministerial staffing
4807.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — What is the total number of
staff, and their position titles, employed in the minister’s office as at:
(1)
(2)
(3)

30 June 2011.
30 June 2012.
30 June 2013.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly question on notice no. 4781.
(response tabled on 8 May 2014).

Police and emergency services: ministerial staffing
4808.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — What is the total number of
staff (including ministerial staff and staff seconded from other departments) that have worked in the
minister’s private office at any time between 2 December 2010 and 30 June 2013, and what were their
position titles.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly questions on notice nos 4782 and 4781.
(both responses tabled on 8 May 2014).

Police and emergency services: ministerial staffing
4809.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Bushfire Response— What is the total number of staff, and their
position titles, employed in the minister’s office as at:
(1)
(2)
(3)

30 June 2011.
30 June 2012.
30 June 2013.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly question on notice no. 4781.
(response tabled on 8 May 2014).

Police and emergency services: ministerial staffing
4810.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Bushfire Response— What is the total number of staff (including
ministerial staff and staff seconded from other departments) that have worked in the minister’s private
office at any time between 2 December 2010 and 30 June 2013, and what were their position titles.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Please refer to Legislative Assembly questions on notice nos 4782 and 4781.
(both responses tabled on 8 May 2014).

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5129.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 2 in central district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5130.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 3 in central district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5131.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 10 in central district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5132.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 38 in central district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5133.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 40 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5134.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 41 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5135.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 42 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5136.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 43 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5137.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 44 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5138.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 45 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5139.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 46 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5140.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 47 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5141.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 48 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5142.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 49 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5143.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 50 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5144.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 51 in western district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5145.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 4 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5146.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 5 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5147.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 6 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5148.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 7 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5149.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 9 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5150.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 11 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5151.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 12 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5152.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 13 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5153.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 14 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5154.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 15 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5155.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 16 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5156.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 52 in northern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5157.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 18 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5158.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 19 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5159.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 20 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5160.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 22 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5161.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 23 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5162.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 25 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5163.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 26 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5164.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 27 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5165.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 28 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5166.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 30 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5167.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 31 in eastern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5168.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 24 in southern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5169.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 29 in southern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5170.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 32 in southern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5171.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 33 in southern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5172.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 34 in southern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5173.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 35 in southern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5174.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 39 in southern district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Hastings Country Fire Authority brigade
5175.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Hastings CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to
2013–14, and under what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Balnarring Country Fire Authority brigade
5176.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Balnarring CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to 2013–14, and under
what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
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Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Melbourne Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles
5177.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — With reference to Melbourne
Fire Brigade fire trucks and vehicles at station no. 1 in central district:
What fire trucks and vehicles are being replaced or added in 2013–14 and what is their estimated cost.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to Metropolitan Fire Brigade trucks and vehicles, of which this
question is just one part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to
retrieve/research this information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Country Fire Authority
5181.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How many CFA volunteer
firefighters are expected to receive training in 2013–14 and what is the expected cost of this training.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The number of volunteer firefighters who received training and associated cost will be available in CFA’s Annual
Report 2013–14 to be tabled in Parliament in September/October 2014.

Police and emergency services: Country Fire Authority
5182.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — What is the size of the CFA
firefighting fleet and what is its age profile in terms of:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Number older than 30 years.
Number aged between 25 and 30 years.
Number aged between 20 and 25 years.
Number aged between 15 and 20 years.
Number aged between 10 and 15 years.
Number aged between 5 and 10 years.
Number aged between 0 and 5 years.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Country Fire Authority
5183.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — What is the size of the CFA
Support Vehicle Fleet (non-fire fighting) and what is its age profile in terms of:
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Number older than 30 years.
Number aged between 25 and 30 years.
Number aged between 20 and 25 years.
Number aged between 15 and 20 years.
Number aged between 10 and 15 years.
Number aged between 5 and 10 years.
Number aged between 0 and 5 years.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Country Fire Authority
5184.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How many CFA brigade
buildings or complexes do not have toilets.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Since coming to government, the coalition has invested $125 million to upgrade or build 250 CFA stations, all of
which have toilets. To date, 230 of these stations have been completed with the other 20 due for completion by
November 2014.

Police and emergency services: Baxter Country Fire Authority brigade
5185.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Baxter CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to
2013–14, and under what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Bittern Country Fire Authority brigade
5186.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Bittern CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to
2013–14, and under what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.
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Police and emergency services: Clyde Country Fire Authority brigade
5187.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Clyde CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to
2013–14, and under what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Devon Meadows Country Fire Authority brigade
5188.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Devon Meadows CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to 2013–14, and
under what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: French Island Country Fire Authority brigade
5189.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, French Island CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to 2013–14, and under
what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Langwarrin Country Fire Authority brigade
5190.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Langwarrin CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to 2013–14, and under
what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.
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Police and emergency services: Moorooduc Country Fire Authority brigade
5191.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Moorooduc CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to 2013–14, and under
what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Pearcedale Country Fire Authority brigade
5192.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Pearcedale CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to 2013–14, and under
what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Somerville Country Fire Authority brigade
5193.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Somerville CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to 2013–14, and under
what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Tooradin Country Fire Authority brigade
5194.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Tooradin CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to 2013–14, and under
what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.
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Police and emergency services: Tyabb Country Fire Authority brigade
5195.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Tyabb CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to
2013–14, and under what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Warneet Country Fire Authority brigade
5196.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Warneet CFA brigade for each year from 2001–02 to
2013–14, and under what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Warneet-Blind Bight Country Fire Authority brigade
5197.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How much funding has been
provided to, or spent on, Warneet-Blind Bight CFA brigade for each year from
2001–02 to 2013–14, and under what circumstances was the funding provided and spent.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Due to a voluminous number of requests in relation to the Country Fire Authority, of which this question is just one
part, it would place an unreasonable burden on the department and the fire services to retrieve/research this
information. I would appreciate it if you could refine your question.

Police and emergency services: Country Fire Authority
5198.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — As at 31 December 2013,
how many CFA salaried staff (full-time equivalent) were there and, of those, how many were trained
firefighters and how many were support and administrative staff.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details regarding staffing numbers at the Country Fire Authority (CFA) are reported annually, in the CFA annual
report.
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Police and emergency services: Country Fire Authority
5199.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — As at 31 December 2013,
how many CFA volunteers were there in Victoria and, of those, how many were active volunteer
firefighters and how many were support and administrative staff or retired and inactive volunteer
firefighters.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
Details regarding staffing numbers at the Country Fire Authority (CFA) are reported annually in the CFA annual
report.

Health: Castlemaine Health aged-care services
5215.

Ms EDWARDS to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health— Can the minister
advise if a financial audit of Ellery House aged-care facility at Castlemaine Health has occurred.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Under the Financial Management Act 1994, health services such as Castlemaine Health are required to produce
annual financial reports and to undertake an independent audit of the financial statements of the health service.
The Victorian Auditor-General’s Office provides an opinion on the financial report based on the audit.
Castlemaine Health has prepared and published a financial report for the year ending 30 June 2013, which includes
Castlemaine Health’s residential aged-care facility.

Health: Castlemaine Health aged-care services
5216.

Ms EDWARDS to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health— Can the minister
advise if there is a proposal before the Castlemaine Health Board or the health department regarding the
privatisation of beds at Ellery House.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Victoria’s devolved governance model, individual health services make their own decisions regarding public health
and aged-care service delivery.
I am advised that there is no proposal before the Department of Health regarding Ellery House.

Health: Castlemaine Health aged-care services
5217.

Ms EDWARDS to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — Will any
aged-care beds at Castlemaine Health ever be privatised.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The coalition government recognises the unique role of aged-care services in regional Victoria. That is why since
coming to office, we have invested over $90 million in country aged-care facilities and country health services with
aged-care facilities.
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Under Victoria’s devolved governance model, individual health services make their own decisions regarding public
health and aged-care service delivery.
Regrettably, I am unable to guarantee the outcome of any future Labor government decisions relating to the
aged-care beds at Castlemaine Health.

Attorney-General: police conduct
5236.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Attorney-General — what action does the government propose to take
regarding the findings of the United Nations Human Rights Committee in Communication No 1885–
2009, the matter of Corinna Horvath.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
The Victorian government has carefully considered the views of the United Nations Human Rights Committee in
Communication No 1885–2009, the matter of Corinna Horvath, in consultation with the commonwealth
government.
A number of actions have been taken to address the matters represented in Ms Horvath’s complaint. The Chief
Commissioner has issued an apology to Ms Horvath and paid her adequate and appropriate compensation.
Further, the government has changed laws to provide an effective remedy for all torts committed by police
including assault, battery, false imprisonment and malicious prosecution. On 1 July 2014, sections 72–81 of the
Victoria Police Act 2013 replaced section 123 of the Police Regulation Act 1958 with a statutory model of state
liability for police conduct in Victoria. The new scheme ensures that victims of tortious police misconduct are
compensated without leaving police free of consequences for abuse of office. Police may still be personally liable
for serious and wilful misconduct in the purported course of duties. However, if the victim cannot recover
compensation from the police officer responsible for the misconduct, the state must pay compensation (section 79).
The commonwealth is preparing a formal response to the United Nations Human Rights Committee to be
transmitted later this year.

Attorney-General: police conduct
5237.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Attorney-General — as specified in the United Nations Human Rights
Committee’s findings in Communication No 1885–2009, is it the government’s intention to pay
Corinna Horvath compensation and legal costs as awarded by the County Court and the Court of
Appeal.

ANSWER:
The Honourable the Attorney-General: I am advised that:
The Victorian government has carefully considered the views of the United Nations Human Rights Committee in
communication no. 1885–2009, the matter of Corinna Horvath, in consultation with the commonwealth.
The chief commissioner has issued an apology to Ms Horvath and paid her adequate and appropriate compensation.
The commonwealth is preparing a formal response to the United Nations Human Rights Committee to be
transmitted later this year.

Education: Alphington community
5239.

Ms RICHARDSON to ask the Minister for Education— with reference to the former Amcor paper
mill site in Alphington that has been identified as an urban renewal opportunity in Plan Melbourne (the
Amcor site):
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What action has the minister taken to meet the educational needs of the projected population
growth in Alphington due to redevelopment of the Amcor site.
Given the development of the Amcor site is still in its planning phase, and while the opportunity to
provide new school facilities on the Amcor site still exists, what steps has the minister taken to
address the increased educational needs of the Alphington community and surrounds.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is aware of the current capacity constraints at the
existing primary schools in the Alphington network and the student growth expected from the residential
development of the Amcor site.
The department has been working closely with the City of Yarra to develop and assess a variety of infrastructure
responses to meet the needs of the existing and future communities within the Alphington network. The preferred
approach for the network is yet to be decided and the department will continue to work through solutions with the
local council and other key stakeholders.

Education: Cranbourne South Primary School
5241.

Mr PERERA to ask the Minister for Education— when is the Cranbourne South Primary School
community going to be provided with information about the plan to relocate the school to a safer and
more appropriate site.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, including staff from the south-eastern regional
office, met with the City of Casey on 17 September 2014, to discuss delivery options for the proposed replacement
school site for Cranbourne South Primary School.
The proposed school site, within the Botanic Ridge Estate, is not yet available for acquisition, due to the current
staging of development within the estate. A school site cannot be acquired until roads and services have been
provided to the site.
Additionally, a review of the local area was undertaken to identify an alternate location for the school, however, an
appropriate site has not been identified.
The regional office will now be in contact with the school, to inform them of the discussion held with the council.
In addition, the 2014–15 state budget, provided funding for the construction of the new Cranbourne South West
Primary School. The new school, which is 4 kilometres from Cranbourne South Primary School, is expected to
relieve some of the enrolment pressures at Cranbourne South and is due to open either 2017 or 2018.

Education: Cranbourne South Primary School
5242.

Mr PERERA to ask the Minister for Education— since visiting Cranbourne South Primary School on
31 July 2014, has the minister advised the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development
to make arrangements to bring forward the proposed relocation of Cranbourne South Primary School.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development, in conjunction with the Metropolitan Planning
Authority (MPA) and the City of Casey, have identified a proposed replacement primary school site, within the
Botanic Ridge Estate, northeast of Cranbourne South Primary School.
The proposed school site is not yet available for acquisition, due to the current staging of development within the
estate. A school site cannot be acquired until roads and services have been provided to the site.
A review of the local area was undertaken to identify an alternate location for the school, however an appropriate
site has not been identified.
The department is working closely with the City of Casey and landowners to ensure the community infrastructure
for the Botanic Ridge estate is delivered in a timely manner.
The future funding for the site acquisition and construction of the new school will be considered within the context
of other state-wide priorities.
The 2014–15 state budget provided funding for the construction of the new Cranbourne South West Primary
School. The new school, which is 4 kilometres from Cranbourne South Primary School, is expected to relieve some
of the enrolment pressure at Cranbourne South. The new school will open in either 2017 or 2018.
The department will continue to work with Cranbourne South Primary School and the community to effectively
and safely manage enrolment growth.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper of the Legislative Assembly.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
The portfolio of the minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Wednesday, 15 October 2014
Education: Alfredton Primary School
3406.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Alfredton Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Alfredton Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in
the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

The value of school-based funding provided to Alfredton Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)

Student-based funding
$2 029 650
$2 197 688
$2 337 428
$2 442 637
$2 593 065
$2 870 387
$3 001 464

School-based funding
$116 781
$123 566
$125 830
$128 846
$130 342
$148 838
$166 486

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Alfredton Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012
is provided in the table below.
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2007
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2011
2012

Wednesday, 15 October 2014

Targeted Initiative funding
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$87 550

Education: Ballarat Christian College
3407.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Ballarat Christian
College:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, Ballarat Christian College’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.3294.

(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At Ballarat Christian College 19 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $13 528 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.

Education: Alfredton Primary School
3408.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Alfredton Primary
School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.
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ANSWER:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Alfredton Primary School will receive no Student Family Occupation (SFO) funding in
2013.

(2)

At Alfredton Primary School 27 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $16 918 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Alfredton Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Phoenix P–12 Community College
3409.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Phoenix P–12 Community College: in each of 2011 and 2012, what was
the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Phoenix P–12 Community College in 2011 and 2012 is provided in the
table below.
Year
2011
2012

(2)

The value of school-based funding provided to Phoenix P–12 Community College in each year from 2011 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2011
2012

(3)

Student-based funding
$7 795 902
$7 441 608

School-based funding
$571 534
$727 837

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Phoenix P–12 Community College in each year from
2011 to 2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$574 536
$464 576

Education: Ballarat North Primary School
3410.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Ballarat North Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
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Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Ballarat North Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided
in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

The value of school-based funding provided to Ballarat North Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012
is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)

Student-based funding
$1 838 960
$1 894 661
$1 956 771
$2 009 486
$2 105 997
$2 162 470
$2 416 938

School-based funding
$90 679
$102 990
$127 852
$127 520
$98 154
$105 494
$123 624

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Ballarat North Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$0
$0
$15 252
$16 902
$16 960
$16 982
$51 166
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Education: Black Hill Primary School
3411.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Black Hill Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Black Hill Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in
the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

The value of school-based funding provided to Black Hill Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)

Student-based funding
$2 442 142
$2 551 491
$2 581 753
$2 606 189
$2 804 019
$2 872 996
$3 086 417

School-based funding
$113 038
$115 680
$117 300
$119 289
$157 529
$182 096
$243 580

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Black Hill Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

Targeted Initiative funding
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
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Targeted Initiative funding
$0

Education: Caledonian Primary School
3412.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Caledonian Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Caledonian Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in
the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

The value of school-based funding provided to Caledonian Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)

Student-based funding
$953 250
$931 587
$858 985
$942 172
$1 001 450
$1 038 960
$1 177 227

School-based funding
$105 943
$123 557
$54 490
$58 438
$59 004
$168 966
$77 840

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Caledonian Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008

Targeted Initiative funding
$44 629
$45 942
$28 815
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Targeted Initiative funding
$30 171
$31 487
$32 698
$39 427

Education: Delacombe Primary School
3413.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Delacombe Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Delacombe Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in
the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

The value of school-based funding provided to Delacombe Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)

Student-based funding
$1 569 062
$1 499 384
$1 493 318
$1 483 508
$1 434 943
$1 439 253
$1 640 457

School-based funding
$96 717
$94 481
$92 968
$91 895
$91 730
$95 433
$109 877

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Delacombe Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
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Targeted Initiative funding
$51 853
$140 170
$31 801
$33 963
$33 963
$33 963
$65 158

Education: Forest Street Primary School
3414.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Forest Street Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Forest Street Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in
the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

Student-based funding
$2 312 721
$2 319 185
$2 412 014
$2 315 994
$2 280 335
$2 252 886
$2 265 688

The value of school-based funding provided to Forest Street Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012
is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

School-based funding
$196 973
$161 196
$165 257
$173 917
$175 089
$273 728
$313 431
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The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Forest Street Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$60 415
$62 192
$44 355
$47 797
$47 797
$47 797
$71 072

Education: Invermay Primary School
3415.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Invermay Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Invermay Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in
the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

Student-based funding
$254 519
$242 187
$245 282
$172 401
$262 175
$314 453
$345 541

The value of school-based funding provided to Invermay Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

School-based funding
$18 928
$19 146
$19 504
$17 770
$20 099
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School-based funding
$21 634
$24 975

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Invermay Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012
is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$0
$0
$13 326
$14 670
$14 789
$14 908
$21 302

Education: Little Bendigo Primary School
3416.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Little Bendigo Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Little Bendigo Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided
in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

Student-based funding
$300 698
$257 928
$275 715
$302 604
$345 861
$465 935
$511 435

The value of school-based funding provided to Little Bendigo Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007

School-based funding
$20 324
$18 021

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 15 October 2014

ASSEMBLY

Year
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
(3)

3777

School-based funding
$18 278
$18 712
$20 836
$21 203
$27 170

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Little Bendigo Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$22 176
$22 828
$13 895
$15 783
$15 783
$16 656
$19 290

Education: Macarthur Street Primary School
3417.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Macarthur Street Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009,
2010, 2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Macarthur Street Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

Student-based funding
$409 757
$449 565
$477 925
$512 698
$404 896
$437 709
$420 192

The value of school-based funding provided to Macarthur Street Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
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School-based funding
$45 393
$48 374
$51 164
$51 155
$49 019
$48 790
$53 359

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Macarthur Street Primary School in each year from 2006
to 2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$23 969
$24 674
$27 294
$32 544
$32 544
$32 544
$30 616

Education: Pleasant Street Primary School
3418.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Pleasant Street Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Pleasant Street Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided
in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Student-based funding
$1 577 696
$1 630 671
$1 776 196
$1 865 875
$1 921 648
$1 984 052
$2 001 103

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 15 October 2014

(2)

ASSEMBLY

The value of school-based funding provided to Pleasant Street Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)
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School-based funding
$81 744
$82 891
$85 432
$256 635
$88 307
$98 242
$110 029

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Pleasant Street Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$80 984
$86 792
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0

Education: Redan Primary School
3419.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Redan Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and
2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Redan Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2010 is provided in the
table below. No data is provided for 2011 and 2012 as Redan Primary School was not operational in these
years.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009

Student-based funding
$975 721
$1 020 366
$1 047 820
$1 103 548
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Year
2010
(2)

Student-based funding
$1 013 576

The value of school-based funding provided to Redan Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2010 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

(3)
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School-based funding
$60 904
$60 815
$62 011
$63 346
$64 133

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Redan Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2010 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Targeted Initiative funding
$42 516
$43 766
$54 891
$61 340
$63 110

Education: Sebastopol College
3420.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Sebastopol College in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and
2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Sebastopol College in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in the table
below. No data is provided for 2011 and 2012 as Sebastopol College was not operational in these years.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Student-based funding
$5 805 748
$6 149 661
$6 414 298
$6 706 618
$6 795 557
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The value of school-based funding provided to Sebastopol College in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

(3)
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School-based funding
$579 750
$732 851
$783 843
$600 833
$441 822

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Sebastopol College in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Targeted Initiative funding
$501 165
$427 085
$494 314
$417 032
$498 763

Education: Sebastapol Primary School
3421.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Sebastapol Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Sebastopol Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in
the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

Student-based funding
$1 099 512
$952 655
$805 338
$784 759
$721 449
$787 622
$813 448

The value of school-based funding provided to Sebastopol Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
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2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
(3)
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School-based funding
$85 855
$82 141
$80 947
$79 370
$76 983
$83 818
$84 929

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Sebastopol Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$48 362
$49 784
$47 116
$48 070
$48 070
$48 070
$59 919

Education: Urquhart Park Primary School
3422.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Urquhart Park Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Urquhart Park Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided
in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Student-based funding
$1 589 539
$1 754 164
$1 913 998
$1 942 167
$1 938 632
$2 014 273
$2 139 274

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 15 October 2014

(2)

ASSEMBLY

The value of school-based funding provided to Urquhart Park Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012
is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)
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School-based funding
$79 255
$83 874
$86 346
$87 530
$86 002
$95 020
$109 038

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Urquhart Park Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$52 777
$54 329
$15 972
$17 856
$17 856
$17 856
$51 789

Education: Wendouree Primary School
3423.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Wendouree Primary School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Wendouree Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in
the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Student-based funding
$704 996
$682 518
$719 563
$766 457
$797 726
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Year
2011
2012
(2)

Student-based funding
$841 442
$875 609

The value of school-based funding provided to Wendouree Primary School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)
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School-based funding
$49 292
$49 982
$49 989
$50 920
$51 574
$54 944
$62 526

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Wendouree Primary School in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$29 224
$30 083
$30 193
$34 506
$36 838
$36 838
$43 859

Education: Yuille Park P–8 Community College
3424.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Yuille Park P–8 Community College in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009,
2010, 2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Yuille Park P–8 Community College in each year from 2007 to 2012 is
provided in the table below. No data is provided for 2006 as Yuille Park P–8 Community College was not
operational in that year.
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Year
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
(2)

Student-based funding
$881 649
$1 239 123
$1 491 953
$2 066 108
$2 249 287
$2 315 992

The value of school-based funding provided to Yuille Park P–8 Community College in each year from 2007
to 2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)

3785

School-based funding
$82 966
$95 747
$143 347
$255 476
$171 294
$201 017

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Yuille Park P–8 Community College in each year from
2007 to 2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$62 192
$53 741
$70 891
$85 487
$87 366
$108 587

Education: Ballarat High School
3425.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Ballarat High School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011 and
2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Ballarat High School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in the
table below.
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Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
(2)

Student-based funding
$8 250 100
$8 448 190
$8 592 199
$8 995 593
$9 516 701
$9 923 147
$10 206 579

The value of school-based funding provided to Ballarat High School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)
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School-based funding
$675 446
$695 901
$689 179
$711 532
$1 018 626
$1 109 273
$1 256 753

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Ballarat High School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$336 110
$387 913
$378 752
$276 759
$372 105
$393 877
$325 597

Education: Ballarat Secondary College
3426.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Ballarat Secondary College in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010,
2011 and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
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student-based funding provided to Ballarat Secondary College in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in
the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
(2)

The value of school-based funding provided to Ballarat Secondary College in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)

Student-based funding
$8 841 634
$9 278 069
$9 271 236
$9 087 240
$8 877 522
$8 842 038
$9 086 757

School-based funding
$1 036 969
$831 545
$844 104
$955 666
$965 212
$1 076 665
$1 036 899

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Ballarat Secondary College in each year from 2006 to
2012 is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$692 924
$752 262
$631 898
$381 795
$433 656
$418 919
$369 483

Education: Ballarat Specialist School
3427.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to funding provided through the
Student Resource Package to Ballarat Specialist School in each of 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011
and 2012, what was the value of:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Student-based funding.
School-based funding.
Targeted initiatives.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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School funding is subject to annual movements including those arising from enrolment variations, new and
lapsing programs, changes to student characteristics and variances in funding rates. The value of
student-based funding provided to Ballarat Specialist School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is provided in
the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(2)

Student-based funding
$874 097
$935 768
$1 077 551
$1 363 544
$1 627 010
$1 813 819
$2 040 625

The value of school-based funding provided to Ballarat Specialist School in each year from 2006 to 2012 is
provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

(3)
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School-based funding
$332 795
$430 024
$463 701
$544 685
$457 305
$439 345
$472 012

The value of targeted initiative funding provided to Ballarat Specialist School in each year from 2006 to 2012
is provided in the table below.
Year
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012

Targeted Initiative funding
$187 545
$190 884
$34 602
$41 731
$61 669
$89 499
$120 152

Education: Ballarat Clarendon College
3428.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Ballarat Clarendon
College:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, Ballarat Clarendon College’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.1393.

(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At Ballarat Clarendon College 3 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $6124 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.

Education: Ballarat Grammar School
3429.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Ballarat Grammar
School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, Ballarat Grammar School’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.1397.

(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At Ballarat Grammar School 5 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $10 203 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.

Education: Lumen Christi Primary School, Delacombe
3430.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Lumen Christi
Primary School (Delacombe):
(1)
(2)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
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What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, Lumen Christi Primary School’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.3492.

(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At Lumen Christi Primary School 21 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $6517 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.

Education: Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Primary School, Wendouree
3431.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Our Lady Help of
Christians Parish Primary School (Wendouree):
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Primary School’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is
0.4861.

(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At Our Lady Help of Christians Parish Primary School 43 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $9284 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.
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Education: St Aloysius School, Ballarat
3432.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of St Aloysius School
(Ballarat):
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, St Aloysius School’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.4669.

(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At St Aloysius School 41 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $10 141 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.

Education: St Columba’s Primary School, Ballarat North
3433.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of St Columba’s
Primary School (Ballarat North):
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, St Columba’s Primary School’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.2421.

(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At St Columba’s Primary School 12 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $4129 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.
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The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.

Education: St James Parish School, Sebastopol
3434.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of St James Parish
School (Sebastopol):
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, St James Parish School’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.4132

(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At St James Parish School 41 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $8905 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.

Education: St Thomas More Primary School, Alfredton
3435.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of St Thomas More
Primary School (Alfredton):
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, St Thomas More Primary School’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.2710.
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(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At St Thomas More Primary School 14 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $7300 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.

Education: Ballarat Specialist School
3436.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Ballarat Specialist
School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, Ballarat Specialist School’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.6985.

(2)

Based on 2012 data, Ballarat Specialist School will receive $50 541 in Student Family Occupation (SFO)
funding in 2013.

(3)

At Ballarat Specialist School 52 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $31 789 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

Ballarat Specialist School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: St Patrick’s College, Ballarat
3437.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of St Patrick’s
College (Ballarat):
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
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(1)

In 2012, St Patrick’s College Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.2631.

(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At St Patrick’s College 11 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $28 651 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.

Education: Loreto College Ballarat
3438.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Loreto College
Ballarat:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

What is the school’s 2012 Student Family Occupation rating.
What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

In 2012, Loreto College Ballarat’s Student Family Occupation (SFO) index is 0.2494.

(2)

The estimated dollar value of SFO funding to be provided in 2013 is currently unknown as discussion with
the non-government sector is ongoing.

(3)

At Loreto College Ballarat 10 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(4)

The school will receive an estimated $18 209 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(5)

The net gain in funding as a result of the changed funding arrangements is currently unknown as a
mechanism for redistributing school-based EMA payments within the non-government sector is yet to be
agreed. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development is currently consulting with
representatives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria and Independent Schools Victoria to
facilitate agreement.

Education: Ballarat North Primary School
3439.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Ballarat North
Primary School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.
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ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Ballarat North Primary School will receive $38 573 in Student Family Occupation
(SFO) funding in 2013.

(2)

At Ballarat North Primary School 39 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $18 027 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Ballarat North Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Black Hill Primary School
3440.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Black Hill Primary
School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Black Hill Primary School will receive no Student Family Occupation (SFO) funding in
2013.

(2)

At Black Hill Primary School 34 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $20 036 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Black Hill Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Caledonian Primary School
3441.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Caledonian
Primary School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Caledonian Primary School will receive $28 875 in Student Family Occupation (SFO)
funding in 2013.

(2)

At Caledonian Primary School 53 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.
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(3)

The school will receive an estimated $11 365 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Caledonian Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Delacombe Primary School
3442.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Delacombe
Primary School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Delacombe Primary School will receive $82 307 in Student Family Occupation (SFO)
funding in 2013.

(2)

At Delacombe Primary School 66 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $20 009 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Delacombe Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Forest Street Primary School
3443.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Forest Street
Primary School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Forest Street Primary School will receive $126 254 in Student Family Occupation (SFO)
funding in 2013.

(2)

At Forest Street Primary School 67 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $25 353 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Forest Street Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.
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Education: Invermay Primary School
3444.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Invermay Primary
School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Invermay Primary School will receive $10 873 in Student Family Occupation (SFO)
funding in 2013.

(2)

At Invermay Primary School 46 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $1929 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Invermay Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Little Bendigo Primary School
3445.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Little Bendigo
Primary School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Little Bendigo Primary School will receive $10 000 in Student Family Occupation
(SFO) funding in 2013.

(2)

At Little Bendigo Primary School 51 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $4450 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Little Bendigo Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Macarthur Street Primary School
3446.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Macarthur Street
Primary School:
(1)
(2)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
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What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Macarthur Street Primary School will receive $22 172 in Student Family Occupation
(SFO) funding in 2013.

(2)

At Macarthur Street Primary School 69 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $4890 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Macarthur Street Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Pleasant Street Primary School
3447.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Pleasant Street
Primary School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Pleasant Street Primary School will receive no Student Family Occupation (SFO)
funding in 2013.

(2)

At Pleasant Street Primary School 17 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $6435 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Pleasant Street Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Phoenix P–12 Community College
3448.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Phoenix
P–12 Community College:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 15 October 2014

ASSEMBLY

3799

(1)

Based on 2012 data, Phoenix P–12 Community College will receive $220 102 in Student Family Occupation
(SFO) funding in 2013.

(2)

At Phoenix P–12 Community College 39 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $76 122 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Phoenix P–12 Community College will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Sebastopol Primary School
3449.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Sebastopol Primary
School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Sebastopol Primary School will receive $88 677 in Student Family Occupation (SFO)
funding in 2013.

(2)

At Sebastopol Primary School 76 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $11 381 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Sebastopol Primary School will experience a direct net gain in funding of $5633 as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Urquhart Park Primary School
3450.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Urquhart Park
Primary School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Urquhart Park Primary School will receive $44 976 in Student Family Occupation
(SFO) funding in 2013.

(2)

At Urquhart Park Primary School 54 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $21 554 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.
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Urquhart Park Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Wendouree Primary School
3451.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Wendouree
Primary School:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Wendouree Primary School will receive $40 980 in Student Family Occupation (SFO)
funding in 2013.

(2)

At Wendouree Primary School 66 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $10 638 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Wendouree Primary School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Yuille Park P–8 Community College
3452.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Yuille Park P–8
Community College:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Yuille Park P–8 College will receive $201 187 in Student Family Occupation (SFO)
funding in 2013.

(2)

At Yuille Park P–8 College 74 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $25 167 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Yuille Park P–8 College will experience a direct net gain in funding of $13 432 as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Ballarat High School
3453.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Ballarat High
School:
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What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Ballarat High School will receive no Student Family Occupation (SFO) funding in 2013.

(2)

At Ballarat High School 23 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $69 943 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Ballarat High School will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed arrangements.
This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Education: Ballarat Secondary College
3454.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Education — With reference to the funding of Ballarat Secondary
College:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

What is the estimated dollar value of Student Family Occupation funding to be provided in 2013.
What is the percentage of students that in 2012 receive Education Maintenance Allowance.
What is the dollar value of the school-based Education Maintenance Allowance in 2012 that will
not be received in 2013.
What is the net gain in funding for the school as a result of the changed funding arrangements.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
(1)

Based on 2012 data, Ballarat Secondary College will receive $371 832 in Student Family Occupation (SFO)
funding in 2013.

(2)

At Ballarat Secondary College 35 per cent of students will receive EMA in 2012.

(3)

The school will receive an estimated $77 489 in EMA funding in 2012 that will not be provided in 2013.

(4)

Ballarat Secondary College will not experience a direct net gain in funding as a result of the changed
arrangements. This does not take into account the increased EMA payment that parents will receive in 2013.

Health: hospital occupational health and safety
4212.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — How many code
black incidents occurred at the Ballarat Base Hospital in each month:
(1)
(2)
(3)

Of 2011.
Of 2012.
From January to May 2013 (inclusive).

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
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Jan
0
July
0

2008 Code Blacks
Incidents at Ballarat Health Services
Feb
Mar
April
May
0
0
1
0
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
0
0
1
0

June
0
Dec
0

Jan
0
July
0

2009 Code Blacks
Incidents at Ballarat Health Services
Feb
Mar
April
May
1
0
0
0
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
0
0
1
0

June
0
Dec
0

Jan
0
July
0

2010 Code Blacks
Incidents at Ballarat Health Services
Feb
Mar
April
May
0
0
0
2
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
0
0
0
1

June
0
Dec
0

Jan
0
July
0

2011 Code Blacks
Incidents at Ballarat Health Services
Feb
Mar
April
May
0
0
0
0
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
1
1
0
0

June
0
Dec
1

Jan
0
July
0

2012 Code Blacks
Incidents at Ballarat Health Services
Feb
Mar
April
May
0
0
0
0
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
0
0
0
0

June
0
Dec
0

Jan
0
July
0

2013 Code Blacks
Incidents at Ballarat Health Services
Feb
Mar
April
May
0
0
0
0
Aug
Sept
Oct
Nov
0
0
2
0

June
0
Dec
0

(1)

(2)

(3)

2014 Code Blacks
Incidents at Ballarat Health Services
Jan
Feb
Mar
April
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0
0
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0

There is no place for acts of violence or intimidating and threatening behaviour in Victoria’s hospitals and health
services.
The government has acted to improve safety and security in our health services, and will not tolerate violence
against hospital staff and health practitioners.
The Victorian government has committed more than $40 million over the forward estimates for safety and security
initiatives, which cover funding for improving the management of mental health patients, capital improvements,
training and upgrading duress and security systems.
The government invested in upgrading duress alarms and CCTV cameras in 30 Victorian hospitals previously
neglected by Labor.
Our smaller rural and regional services have also received funding to improve safety and security. Examples
include external lighting to car parks, CCTV and additional duress alarms.
Victorian public hospital services now respond to incidents of violence (Code Grey), and a Code Black with a
standard response
The Standards for Code Grey reflect a best-practice in response and management to violence and aggression in
hospitals. This response addresses all forms of aggression towards staff, volunteers, patients, visitors or indeed
anybody on the premises
It is required that all incidents involving violence or aggression against our health professionals are reported in the
Victorian Health Incident Management System (VHIMS). This new reporting system captures all incident types
including both clinical and non-clinical violence and aggression in health services.
Successive legislation introduced by the government is creating increased penalties for violence against healthcare
workers.
Firstly, the Sentencing Amendment (Emergency Workers) Bill created stiff extra baseline penalties for assaulting
emergency workers in hospitals, along with other emergency services staff including paramedics and police — but
strangely, the Greens voted in Parliament against supporting and protecting our health workers.
Secondly, the Justice Legislation Amendment (Confiscation and Other Matters) Bill provides enhanced protection
for healthcare workers carrying out their duties both in and outside hospitals. This will be voted in Parliament next
week and I will hope that parties will support this change that has been widely applauded by key groups such as the
AMA and a number of health boards.
In 2014 Bendigo and Ballarat have been funded to improve emergency department communications technologies,
hospital signage, patient information and way finding to ensure patients and visitors are regularly updated of
waiting times and hospital processes. These health services are implemented resources such as ‘patient experience
process maps’ and information brochures to improve the patient’s understanding of the patient experience in the
ED and acute wards. Work is continuing to provide electronic signage in the ED to communicate waiting times,
along with a short video clip to relay the patient experience.
Last year the government announced new funding of $12 million over four years to support EDs to respond to
people with alcohol and drug-related problems. Our government has also committed an extra $4 million for safety
of women in mental health care.
While others have recently been talking about hospital violence, our track record is one of action.
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Innovation: ministerial staffing
4745.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Innovation, Services and Small Business — What is the total
number of staff, and their position titles, employed in the minister’s office as at:
(1)
(2)
(3)

30 June 2011.
30 June 2012.
30 June 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly questions on notice no. 4781 and 4782.
Both responses were tabled on Tuesday, 8 May 2014.

Innovation: ministerial staffing
4746.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Innovation, Services and Small Business — What is the total
number of staff (including ministerial staff and staff seconded from other departments) that have
worked in the minister’s private office at any time between 2 December 2010 and 30 June 2013, and
what were their position titles.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly questions on notice no. 4781 and 4782.
Both responses were tabled on Tuesday, 8 May 2014.

Innovation: ministerial staffing
4749.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Tourism and Major Events — What is the total number of staff,
and their position titles, employed in the minister’s office as at:
(1)
(2)
(3)

30 June 2011.
30 June 2012.
30 June 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly questions on notice no. 4781 and 4782.
Both responses were tabled on 8 May 2014.

Innovation: ministerial staffing
4750.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Tourism and Major Events — What is the total number of staff
(including ministerial staff and staff seconded from other departments) that have worked in the
minister’s private office at any time between 2 December 2010 and 30 June 2013, and what were their
position titles.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 15 October 2014

ASSEMBLY

3805

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly questions on notice no. 4781 and 4782.
Both responses were tabled on Tuesday, 8 May 2014.

Innovation: ministerial staffing
4751.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Employment and Trade — What is the total number of staff, and
their position titles, employed in the minister’s office as at:
(1)
(2)
(3)

30 June 2011.
30 June 2012.
30 June 2013.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly questions on notice no. 4781 and 4782.
Both responses were tabled on Tuesday, 8 May 2014.

Innovation: ministerial staffing
4752.

Mr PAKULA to ask the Minister for Employment and Trade — What is the total number of staff
(including ministerial staff and staff seconded from other departments) that have worked in the
minister’s private office at any time between 2 December 2010 and 30 June 2013, and what were their
position titles.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
Please refer to Legislative Assembly questions on notice no. 4781 and 4782.
Both responses were tabled on 8 May 2014.

Health: paramedics
4935.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — As at 4 December
2010, how many paramedics were employed in:
(1)
(2)

Ballarat.
The Grampians Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The coalition government has added 539 EFT paramedics state wide since Labor’s time. The government has also
met its commitment of recruiting additional EFT comprising 43 paramedics and 6 patient transport officers for the
Grampians region in its first term, as well as building new and upgrading existing ambulance facilities.
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This includes a new branch at Beaufort, upgraded ambulance stations at Daylesford and Stawell, a MICA single
responder unit at Horsham together with six patient transport officers and a complex patient ambulance vehicle at
Ballarat.
These resources will be complemented with new peak period units at Sebastopol and Bannockburn, an additional
night shift at Horsham, a multi-officer branch at Creswick and a single-officer branch at Dunmunkle.
During 11 years of government, Labor never committed to implement any of these services to communities within
the Grampians region.

Health: paramedics
4936.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — As at 30 June 2012,
how many paramedics were employed in:
(1)
(2)

Ballarat.
The Grampians Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The coalition government has added 539 EFT paramedics state wide since Labor’s time. The government has also
met its commitment of recruiting additional EFT comprising 43 paramedics and 6 patient transport officers for the
Grampians region in its first term, as well as building new and upgrading existing ambulance facilities.
This includes a new branch at Beaufort, upgraded ambulance stations at Daylesford and Stawell, a MICA single
responder unit at Horsham together with six patient transport officers and a complex patient ambulance vehicle at
Ballarat.
These resources will be complemented with new peak period units at Sebastopol and Bannockburn, an additional
night shift at Horsham, a multi-officer branch at Creswick and a single-officer branch at Dunmunkle.
During 11 years of government, Labor never committed to implement any of these services to communities within
the Grampians region.

Health: paramedics
4937.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — As at 30 June 2011,
how many paramedics were employed in:
(1)
(2)

Ballarat.
The Grampians Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The coalition government has added 539 EFT paramedics state wide since Labor’s time. The government has also
met its commitment of recruiting additional EFT comprising 43 paramedics and 6 patient transport officers for the
Grampians region in its first term, as well as building new and upgrading existing ambulance facilities.
This includes a new branch at Beaufort, upgraded ambulance stations at Daylesford and Stawell, a MICA single
responder unit at Horsham together with six patient transport officers and a complex patient ambulance vehicle at
Ballarat.
These resources will be complemented with new peak period units at Sebastopol and Bannockburn, an additional
night shift at Horsham, a multi-officer branch at Creswick and a single-officer branch at Dunmunkle.
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During 11 years of government, Labor never committed to implement any of these services to communities within
the Grampians region.

Health: paramedics
4938.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — As at 30 June 2013,
how many paramedics were employed in:
(1)
(2)

Ballarat
The Grampians Region.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The coalition government has added 539 EFT paramedics state wide since Labor’s time. The government has also
met its commitment of recruiting additional EFT comprising 43 paramedics and 6 patient transport officers for the
Grampians region in its first term, as well as building new and upgrading existing ambulance facilities.
This includes a new branch at Beaufort, upgraded ambulance stations at Daylesford and Stawell, a MICA single
responder unit at Horsham together with six patient transport officers and a complex Patient Ambulance Vehicle at
Ballarat.
These resources will be complemented with new peak period units at Sebastopol and Bannockburn, an additional
night shift at Horsham, a multi-officer branch at Creswick and a single-officer branch at Dunmunkle.
During 11 years of government, Labor never committed to implement any of these services to communities within
the Grampians region.

Health: Ballarat Base Hospital infrastructure works
5078.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — How many letters
were sent by the minister in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding
infrastructure works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There were no letters sent in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding
infrastructure works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

Health: Ballarat Base Hospital infrastructure works
5079.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — Were the minister’s
letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding infrastructure
works at the Ballarat Base Hospital printed by the Department of Health or the minister’s office.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There were no letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding infrastructure
works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.
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Health: Ballarat Base Hospital infrastructure works
5080.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — Which organisations
overprinted the names and address details on the minister’s letters in February 2014 to residents of
Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding infrastructure works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There were no letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding infrastructure
works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

Health: Ballarat Base Hospital infrastructure works
5081.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — What was the cost of
letterhead for the minister’s letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities
regarding infrastructure works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There were no letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding infrastructure
works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

Health: Ballarat Base Hospital infrastructure works
5082.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — What was the cost of
envelopes for the minister’s letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities
regarding infrastructure works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There were no letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding infrastructure
works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

Health: Ballarat Base Hospital infrastructure works
5086.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — What was the cost of
postage for the minister’s letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities
regarding infrastructure works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There were no letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding infrastructure
works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

Health: Ballarat Base Hospital infrastructure works
5087.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — What was the total
cost of the minister’s letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities
regarding infrastructure works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Wednesday, 15 October 2014

ASSEMBLY

3809

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There were no letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding infrastructure
works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

Health: Ballarat Base Hospital infrastructure works
5088.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — Does the Department
of Health maintain a database of Ballarat residents for the purpose of posting information to them.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Department of Health does not maintain a database of Ballarat residents for the purpose of posting information
to them.

Health: Ballarat Base Hospital infrastructure works
5089.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — Does the minister’s
office maintain a database of Ballarat residents for the purpose of posting information to them.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Minister for Health does not maintain a database of Ballarat residents for the purpose of posting information to
them.

Health: Ballarat Base Hospital infrastructure works
5090.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Mental Health for the Minister for Health — What was the source
of the names and address details for the minister’s letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and
surrounding localities regarding infrastructure works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

ANSWER:
I am informed that:
There were no letters in February 2014 to residents of Ballarat and surrounding localities regarding infrastructure
works at the Ballarat Base Hospital.

Water: Living Ballarat project
5111.

Ms KNIGHT to ask the Minister for Water — With reference to the Living Ballarat project:
(1)
(2)

How many contracts for analytical or modelling services have been entered into for this project.
For each contract for analytical or modelling services:
(a) who is the contractor;
(b) what is the value of the contract;
(c) was there a public tender to select the contractor;
(d) did the minister approve the scope of work to be undertaken;
(e) was the minister advised of the contractor before the contract was executed.
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ANSWER:
I am informed that:
The Living Ballarat project is overseen by a Project Control Board that includes the Office of Living Victoria’s
(OLV) Chief Executive Officer and local representatives.
The Project Control Board has agreed principles for expenditure allocation of the $1 million Living Ballarat budget.
From the Project Control Board’s inception in March 2013 to March 2014, there have been no new contracts
entered into for analytical or modelling services specifically for the Living Ballarat project.
The Project Control Board has budgeted up to $240 000 for integrated water cycle modelling and analysis. This
includes professional services provided by Urban Water Cycle Solutions and by AECOM as part of existing
contracts with OLV, made in accordance with DEPI procurement policies which align to the policies of the
Victorian Government Purchasing Board.

Police and emergency services: Country Fire Authority staffing
5178.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — As at 30 June 2013, how
many CFA salaried staff (full-time equivalent) were there and, of those, how many were trained
firefighters and how many were support and administrative staff.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As at 30 June 2013, the Country Fire Authority employed 1204 salaried staff and 671 career firefighters. As at
30 June 2013, there were 810 operational staff and 1065 support staff.

Police and emergency services: Country Fire Authority staffing
5179.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — As at 30 June 2013, how
many CFA volunteers were there in Victoria and, of those, how many were active volunteer firefighters
and how many were support and administrative staff or retired and inactive volunteer firefighters.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
As at 30 June 2013, there were 57 608 CFA volunteers in Victoria, (junior members inclusive), of which 38 099
were operational volunteers and 19 509 were non-operational (support) volunteers. It would place an unreasonable
burden on the Department and the CFA to retrieve further information on volunteer numbers.

Police and emergency services: Country Fire Authority staffing
5180.

Mr NOONAN to ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services — How many CFA volunteer
firefighters received training in 2012–13 and what was the cost of this training.

ANSWER:
I am advised that:
In 2012–13, 29 266 volunteer firefighters received training. The cost was $17.4 million.
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Answers to the following questions on notice were circulated on the date shown.
Questions have been incorporated from the notice paper of the Legislative Assembly.
Answers have been incorporated in the form supplied by the departments on behalf of the appropriate ministers.
The portfolio of the minister answering the question on notice starts each heading.

Thursday, 16 October 2014
Education: Cranbourne Secondary School
5203.

Mr PERERA to ask the Minister for Education — Why was stage 3 of Cranbourne Secondary School
not funded in the 2011–12, 2012–13 and 2013–14 budgets.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The Victorian government is aware that schools like Cranbourne Secondary College had been involved in planning
for building projects under the previous Labor government’s capital works program, but funding to complete these
projects in their entirety was never provided by the previous Labor government.
The government completed an independent condition assessment audit of 27 000 buildings across all
1539 government schools in Victoria. The audit’s purpose was to better direct maintenance funding to school
priorities and give principals the information they need to better manage their funding.
Cranbourne Secondary College received an average assessed condition of 3.8 out of 5, or ‘good’ under the recent
condition assessment audit. As there are other schools with significantly lower rated facilities that need to be
upgraded, these schools are a higher immediate priority than Cranbourne Secondary College.
The government must responsibly balance and prioritise the capital needs of over 1500 government schools in
Victoria.

Education: Cranbourne Secondary School
5204.

Mr PERERA to ask the Minister for Education — Will stage 3 of Cranbourne Secondary School be
funded in the 2014–15 budget; if not, when will it be funded.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
The government’s 2014–15 state budget allocated more than $500 million for school infrastructure projects. This
includes funding for 12 new schools in growth areas across Victoria, further construction stages at recently-built
schools and upgrades to more than 70 schools identified as needing modernisation or refurbishment, including
$940 000 for Cranbourne West Primary School.
Eleven of the new schools will be built through a Public Private Partnership (PPP), including three new primary
schools in the electorate of Cranbourne.
I am proud to say that the funding for land acquisition and construction of the new Casey Central East Primary
School (interim name), Cranbourne South West Primary School (interim name), and the Heather Grove Primary
School (interim name) was delivered by a coalition government.
The Victorian government will continue to announce priority school infrastructure projects as part of the 2014–15
state budget.
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Education: truancy
5235.

Mr BROOKS to ask the Minister for Education — in reference to the changes introduced by the
Education and Training Reform Amendment (School Attendance) Act 2013, how many fines have been
issued to parents of children for missing school since 1 April 2014.

ANSWER:
I am informed as follows:
No fines have been issued to parents of children for missing school since the Education and Training Reform
Amendment (School Attendance) Act 2013 was introduced on 1 March 2014.
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