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The SPEAKER (Hon. Ken Smith) took the chair at
9.33 a.m. and read the prayer.
09:35:00

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Notices of motion: removal
The SPEAKER — Order! Notices of motion 5 to
14 will be removed from the notice paper unless
members wishing their notice to remain advise the
Clerk in writing before 6.00 p.m. today.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Ambulance Victoria: response times
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly that more patients
are waiting longer for an ambulance.
We note that the performance of the ambulance service has
fallen since the election of the Liberal government.
We particularly note:
1.

ambulance response times have increased.

2.

Ballarat has been left exposed with paramedic shifts left
unfilled.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urges the Napthine government to immediately
address the failure to provide Ballarat with the continuous
coverage of professional paramedic services it needs.

By Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West) (170 signatures).

Geelong Hospital: funding
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria draws
to the attention of the Legislative Assembly the effects of the
state government’s $616 million cut to Victoria’s health
system since 2010.
We note that these cuts come despite the state government’s
election promise to deliver 800 new hospital beds, and to
build a new hospital for Geelong. In particular these cuts have
meant:
1.

Geelong Hospital has had to scale back vital services
and close beds;

2.

the plans for a second hospital for Geelong are now
years off;

3.

1

thousands of Bellarine and Geelong patients are forced
to wait for months and even years longer for the surgery
that they need.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urges the coalition government to immediately
restore funding to these essential health services and deliver
the promised hospital beds.

By Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine) (21 signatures).

Higher education: TAFE funding
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of Victoria points out to the house
we recognise and affirm the responsibility of government to
ensure that everyone has adequate opportunities to access
quality education consistent with their interests, abilities, and
aspirations.
We note with concern the impacts of the reduction in TAFE
funding announced by the Victorian government, in
particular: closure of facilities; cancellation of courses; fee,
increases; and job losses. We are particularly concerned about
the losses of $170 million in ‘full-service provider’ funding to
TAFEs contributing to libraries, computers, learning support,
counselling and other student support services.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly require the education and training joint
investigatory committee conduct an inquiry into the impacts
of the changes to TAFE funding, specifically addressing the
impact on access to vocational education for disadvantaged
youth and employment outcomes as a result of the changes.

By Mr HERBERT (Eltham) (149 signatures).

Chandler Highway: bridge upgrade
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of certain citizens of the state of Victoria who
travel across the Chandler Highway bridge draws to the
attention of the house the Napthine government’s failure to
provide funding for, or a commitment to, the duplication of
the Chandler Highway bridge. In particular, we note:
1.

97 per cent of respondents to a local survey supported
the duplication of the existing bridge;

2.

Chandler Highway bridge has been identified as a major
thoroughfare and traffic congestion is continuing to get
worse. It also poses a threat to cyclists and pedestrians.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly urges the Napthine government to provide funding
for, and give a commitment to, the duplication of the
Chandler Highway bridge.

By Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) (545 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Ballarat West be considered next day
on motion of Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West).

09:40:00
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Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Ivanhoe be considered next day on
motion of Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe).
Ordered that petition presented by honourable
member for Eltham be considered next day on
motion of Mr HERBERT (Eltham).

LAW REFORM COMMITTEE
Sexting
Mr NEWTON-BROWN (Prahran) presented
report, together with appendices and transcripts of
evidence.
Tabled.
Ordered that report and appendices be printed.
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brigade and the CFA. Murray Peel and Matthew
Birchall received 10-year service awards; William
Gilchrist received a 15-year award; Steven O’Hara and
Troy Thornton received 20-year awards; Malcolm
Schubert and Peter Cattermole received 25-year
awards; 35-year awards went to Stephen Birchell, Craig
Birchell, Ray Smith and Mark Martin, with Ray and
Mark also receiving brigade life memberships; 35-year
awards went to Rod Young and Wayne Lewis; a
40-year award went to Geoffrey Williams; 55-year
awards went to Michael Taylor, affectionately known
as ‘Squizzy’, and John Crosby; and a 60-year award
went to Harold Taylor, but perhaps it should have been
62, as he joined early.
The Mornington CFA has a 98-year history and a
tremendous record of service from many committed
individuals. I commend all recipients for their service to
the community and to the state of Victoria. I am sure
that sentiment is supported by all members.

Tabled by Clerk:

Wes Fleming

Auditor-General:

Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — I want to take this
opportunity to congratulate Wes Fleming and his team
on their outstanding and inspirational victory at the
prestigious Chelsea Flower Show in London. For the
first time in 100 years an Australian team has won the
coveted Best in Show award. In his ninth and final year
competing at this world-leading event, Wes has
triumphed. Fleming’s Nurseries, which is in my
community, is a great Australian success story and a
great migrant story. From humble horticultural
beginnings with Wes’s parents, this family business has
grown into an industry leader in Australia with a
reputation internationally for beauty, innovation and
success. In his previous eight presentations of the
Australian garden Wes has enjoyed great success —
four gold and four silver-gilt awards — but, until this
year, he had never received the ultimate prize.

Management of Staff Occupational Health and Safety in
Schools — Ordered to be printed
Tertiary Education and Other Entities: Results of the
2012 Audits — Ordered to be printed
The State of Victoria’s Children: Performance
Reporting — Ordered to be printed.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Country Fire Authority: Mornington electorate
brigades
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — In my contribution
this morning I wish to recognise the services of the
CFA to the Mornington electorate. We have four
brigades: Mount Eliza, Mount Martha, Moorooduc and
Mornington. Three of the brigades are entirely made up
of volunteers and Mornington is integrated. In every
case they are punching above their weight.
On 18 May I had the pleasure, as I do each year, of
attending the annual dinner of the Mornington brigade.
During the past 12 months it has attended 434 calls, 48
of which were associated with a significant power surge
that occurred just before Christmas. In addition to its
regular business, the brigade also participated in
38 summer deployments. There is no doubt the
Mornington brigade is one of the busiest in the state.
During the course of the dinner, we recognised the
contribution of an incredible 525 years of service to the

Designer Phillip Johnson came up with a breathtaking
garden. Together with Wes and 18 volunteers he
produced a garden that included a gorge, waterfalls, a
billabong and the centrepiece Waratah Studio.
Sustainability was a feature throughout, including solar
power, water capture, recycled materials and bushfire
suppression. It was Wes’s incredible passion,
determination and skill that made his lifelong dream a
reality.
The story does not end there. Wes has always had a
vision broader than just Chelsea. He said this about his
victory:
For us it has been about increasing awareness and influencing
policy and government about … the need for green and better

09:45:00
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open spaces … and have the horticultural industry involved in
future planning.

His message is one about the health of our society:
… we need to get governments and the greater populace
generally to recognise that planting trees and creating
landscapes is not just for aesthetics.

His message about the economic, social and
environmental benefits of embracing landscapes and
gardens is one we must all listen to and respond to.
Well done, mate. We are very proud of you, as, I am
sure, are Paige and your wonderful family.

Nunawading Swimming Club: presentation
night
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — Last Saturday I had the
great pleasure to once again attend the Nunawading
Swimming Club annual presentation night. As always,
it was a great night to celebrate the achievements of the
club members and supporters. I congratulate all those
involved with the club, in particular the volunteers, who
work tirelessly for the club, the coaches, the families
and of course all the swimmers, especially the award
winners.

Budgets: government performance
Mr ANGUS — The recent federal budget was a
financial shambles and a complete embarrassment for
all Australians. With a massive deficit of over
$18 billion on increasing revenues, it showed a typical
Labor government with its signature feature of
spending completely out of control. Just like state
Labor, whose spending growth outstripped its revenue
growth year after year, federal Labor has once again
proved that Labor simply cannot manage money. This
stands in stark contrast to the financially responsible
Victorian state government budget, which has resulted
in not only a surplus but a clear plan for the future
responsible financial management in the state.

Tom Morrissey
Mr ANGUS — I was very saddened to hear of the
recent sudden passing of City of Monash councillor
Tom Morrissey. Tom Morrissey had served as a
councillor for 22 years. On behalf of the residents of the
electorate of Forest Hill, I express my sympathy to his
widow, Lorraine, and his family, friends and work
colleagues at this very sad time.

Schools: maintenance
Mr ANGUS — The recent $51.5 million tranche of
school maintenance funding announced by the Minister
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for Education has been very well received in the
electorate of Forest Hill, with four schools receiving
much-needed funds. What an indictment it is of the
previous Labor government that these four schools had
not received any state funds for maintenance since at
least 2002, a staggering situation covering more than a
decade of state Labor rule in Victoria. Labor was more
interested in cutting ribbons and unveiling plaques than
looking after and properly maintaining the state school
assets under its care during its 11 years of government.
The people of Victoria can finally be assured that there
is a state government that will be a responsible
custodian for the important assets under its charge.

Sandhurst Centre: closure
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) — In the week before
the state budget, the Napthine government, through the
media, made the announcement that it was closing the
Sandhurst Centre in Bendigo. This decision was not
necessarily a surprise. It is a facility that has served its
time, and the residents should and deserve to be
provided with more modern facilities that suit their
needs.
What was a surprise was that the Minister for
Community Services did not even bother to travel to
Bendigo to make the important announcement. The
staff and, through the staff, the residents — the clients
of the Sandhurst Centre — were told of this closure
announcement after the media were told. The media
were told before the staff and residents. The second
surprise was that the minister also announced, again via
media release, that the residents would be moving into
accommodation that would no longer be provided by
the government — so it is privatisation of the service
that they currently receive from the government.
As members would appreciate, there are many
questions and concerns that this has raised for staff, the
residents and their families. The member for Bendigo
West and I have met on two occasions with the staff,
who have many unanswered questions. The shadow
minister has also visited the Sandhurst Centre and met
with the staff. This is why I am calling on the Minister
for Community Services to come to Bendigo very soon
to meet with the staff and residents and do them the
courtesy of listening to what they have to say about
their future.

National Reconciliation Week
Mrs POWELL (Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) —
I advise the house that this week is National
Reconciliation Week. This is an important week for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, but it is
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also an opportunity for all of us to celebrate our rich
Aboriginal heritage and pay our respects to the oldest
living culture in the world. Leading up to National
Reconciliation Week I had the honour of launching the
Victorian Indigenous Honour Roll at the Shepparton
library as it travels around the state. I would like to
thank Charles Gentner, CEO of the Goulburn Valley
Regional Library Corporation, and his staff for their
great work in the presentation.
On Saturday my husband and I attended the Dreamtime
at the ‘G football match between Richmond and
Essendon. I would like to congratulate the AFL for its
support of Indigenous players. The highlight for me,
though, was the prematch entertainment, which
included about 37 Mooroopna Secondary College
Wannik Dance Academy students. They gave a great
performance, and I was proud to be their local member.
On Sunday I was pleased to join Michael Long and
many hundreds of people at the Journey to Recognition
launch, where we walked from Federation Square to
Batman Park. I was also happy to be part of the
National Reconciliation Week launch on Monday,
27 May, at Federation Square. It was great to see so
many people there to take part in the celebration.
On Friday, 31 May, I will be proud to attend the
Indigenous remembrance service at the Shrine of
Remembrance and to lay a wreath in honour of the
Indigenous men and women who fought for their
country. Many lost their lives in battle and never
returned to their families but have never been
recognised, and on Friday they will.
09:50:00

Coptic Orthodox Church: resurrection dinner
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit) — On 19 May I gathered
with Melbourne’s Coptic community in Parkville to
celebrate Orthodox Easter and the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. I was honoured to share in this celebration of the
Orthodox faith’s most holy feast day alongside His
Grace Bishop Suriel and other leaders, and members of
Parliament. The congregational dinner was attended by
hundreds of Copts from across the state and was a
wonderful celebration to be a part of. As always they
made me feel very welcome, and I thank them for their
invitation to be a part of this important day.

Australia Arab Chamber of Commerce and
Industry: gala dinner
Ms KAIROUZ — On 23 May I attended the
Australia Arab Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(AACCI) national gala dinner at the Park Hyatt in
Melbourne. Along with Mr Roland Jabbour, chairman
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of the AACCI, and other distinguished speakers, I was
proud to celebrate with the AACCI its recent merger
with the Australia Gulf Council and the launch of the
Australia Arab Business Circle. It is so important that
Australian businesses from small to blue-chip firms
have a forum through which to develop bilateral
relationships with businesses and economies across the
Middle East and North Africa region, which is home to
almost 400 million people. I have no doubt that the
good work of the AACCI in building business and
commercial links between Australia and the broader
Arab world will only be enhanced with this new
alliance. The work of the AACCI will become crucial
with the 2015 Asian Football Federation Asian Cup to
be held in Australia, as our state is now on show to the
Arab world.

Anti-Semitism: London declaration
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — With the threat
of growing anti-Semitic activity, including a deliberate
attempt to boycott businesses owned by Jews through
the racist boycott, divestment and sanctions movement
campaign, it is important for political leaders to stand
up against this hate. The London Declaration on
Combating Anti-Semitism is one way to demonstrate
this support. That is why I have chosen to sign this
declaration, and I congratulate the Prime Minister, Julia
Gillard, and the federal Leader of the Opposition, Tony
Abbott, for also signing it. I look forward to seeing all
members of the Victorian Parliament following suit and
signing this important declaration.

Caulfield Junior College: Council of
International Schools accreditation
Mr SOUTHWICK — Last week I had the
opportunity to visit Caulfield Junior College (CJC) and
celebrate its reaccreditation to the Council of
International Schools. CJC was one of the first schools
in Australia to achieve this accreditation 10 years ago
and is one of only five to be reaccredited today. Well
done to the principal, Tim Douglas, the teachers and the
leadership team at CJC for their commitment to
excellence, in particular to language education. These
students are well equipped to be global citizens in the
future.

Walk Safely to School Day
Mr SOUTHWICK — Walk Safely to School Day
has been one of our annual events and promotes
students being healthy and active. Last week I had the
opportunity to attend Caulfield Primary School and see
the parent body, staff and students embrace this day.
With sporting activities and a great breakfast prepared
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by the parent body, it was a great start to the day. Well
done to the principal and all those involved.

Beth Rivkah Ladies College: mock election
campaign
Mr SOUTHWICK — It is important that young
people learn about how government works, and earlier
this week students in grades 4, 5 and 6 at Beth Rivkah
Ladies College took part in a mock election campaign.
Congratulations to teacher Ilana Black and all the girls,
who performed so well. I am sure they have some
budding leaders and politicians amongst them.

Rail: level crossings
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — Last night, in a
lame attempt to turn himself from an old arthritic house
cat into an attack dog, the Minister for Public Transport
not only got his arguments muddled up but forgot what
he said only a few weeks ago at the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee. When I asked the minister
yesterday to put the updated Australian level crossing
amendment model (ALCAM) list onto Public
Transport Victoria’s or the Department of Transport’s
website or to restore the old ALCAM list he took down,
he first said that the old list was taken down for work to
be completed, even though it was taken down over two
and half years ago. Then he said that it was not his
responsibility to ensure that the list was publicly
available, and then he tried to palm off responsibility
onto several different committees all at once. But two
weeks ago today the minister said in relation to the
ALCAM list:
My understanding is that there is no reason for the list not to
be put up there, and if there is an updated list, I cannot
understand why it would not be put up.

We can add the removal of the ALCAM list from the
Department of Transport’s website to the long list of
things that this minister does not understand. However,
commuters will have no trouble understanding why the
Liberal minister is reluctant to make the ALCAM list
publicly available and why it was taken down in the
first place. Commuters know that this Liberal
government has now allocated over $4.4 million to
upgrade the New Street level crossing in the Leader of
the House’s seat of Brighton despite it being ranked
no. 223 on the ALCAM list behind hundreds of busier
and more dangerous crossings.
Commuters also know why the Minister for Public
Transport is continuing to put politics ahead of safety
when it comes to planning for future grade separations,
with only one out of six level crossings to receive
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planning funding being ranked amongst the top 10 most
dangerous crossings on the ALCAM list.

Shire of Mornington Peninsula: community
council meeting
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) — In April I attended a
Hastings community council meeting at the Hastings
community hub, hosted by the Mornington Peninsula
Shire Council. The public gallery was full, and the
meeting provided council members with the
opportunity to meet and engage with local residents,
community groups and businesspeople of the Western
Port area. I thank the Mornington Peninsula Shire
Council, in particular mayor Lynn Bowden, local
councillor David Garnock and the shire’s CEO,
Michael Kennedy, for organising this meeting in
Hastings. I encourage the council to consider holding
more regular meetings in the Western Port area.

Agribusiness Gippsland: Food4$ conference
Mr BURGESS — On 1 May I was honoured to
deliver the opening address of the Agribusiness
Gippsland Food4$ conference and launch the
south-east Melbourne regional food plan at the Cardinia
Cultural Centre in Pakenham. The two-day conference
was organised to discuss the future direction of
agriculture in a global economy. I am informed the
conference was an outstanding success, and I sincerely
congratulate the organisers and all delegates.

Hastings: community projects
Mr BURGESS — It was a great pleasure on
13 May to announce $132 000 in state government
funding for two new community-based projects to be
delivered through the Hastings Community Hub. A
sum of $100 000 has been allocated for the building of
a supportive community project in Hastings. In
partnership with Good Shepherd Youth and Family
Services, the project will involve the employment of a
parent and family engagement worker to engage with
families in the Westpark area to enhance children’s
learning and development. A further $32 000 has been
allocated for a career kick-start program, which will
engage residents not currently undertaking employment
or training. These exciting new initiatives, especially
those funded through the neighbourhood renewal
program, are aimed at tackling pockets of disadvantage
in the Victorian community.

Hastings Westpark Primary School: mini-expo
Mr BURGESS — I would like to congratulate the
Hastings Westpark Primary School for conducting a

09:55:00
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highly successful mini-expo on 22 May. The expo was
held to bring families together, providing information
about local services and community activities in the
area.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired

John Cannard
Mr SCOTT (Preston) — I rise to commemorate the
life of John Michael Cannard, a brave man who
changed our community for the better. John was born
on 8 April 1929 and died on 6 May 2013. He was a
former health worker and proud trade unionist, a
pioneer of Channel 31 and a generally
community-minded individual. He lived at Summerhill
Residential Park until moving to Aberdeen Aged Care
Facility around 2009. While at Summerhill he and other
residents formed a residents group to fight for fair
treatment of residents living in the residential park and
in residential parks in general. He had the courage to
stand up to a bully.
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Edenhope: library grant
Mr DELAHUNTY — I was also privileged last
Friday on behalf of the Minister for Local Government
to officially open the extension to the Edenhope library
made possible through a $35 000 government regional
grant under the Living Libraries Infrastructure program.
This new-look bigger brighter and better library allows
the library to hold meetings, book author chats and hold
children’s story time activities and provides a space for
users of the free wi-fi service as well as a dedicated
children’s space.

Natimuk: art grant
Mr DELAHUNTY — Natimuk residents are also
very excited to have received an $350 000 art grant
from the Minister for the Arts through the Small Towns
Transformations program for an artistic overhaul of the
great town of Natimuk. The project will transform a
central gathering space in the town with interactive,
sculptural and landscaping elements.

Nhill: business plan
In January 2006 lawyers acting for the park owner sent
John a letter threatening to sue him if allegations about
conditions of the park made by him to his MP were
repeated in Parliament. John was 76 years of age at the
time and was suffering from Parkinson’s disease,
prostate cancer, asthma and hypertension, yet he
bravely stood his ground. Usually such a threat would
be directed to the MP, but in this case it was directed
against a third person.
The Privileges Committee found that this was a
contempt of the Parliament, and in fact this example
extended the rights of privilege to individuals who
sought to provide information to MPs relating to their
parliamentary duties. This case has been reported in
Erskine May and has been quoted in the House of
Commons. This important extension of the rights of
parliamentary privilege was due to the bravery of John
Cannard, and I pay tribute to his life.

Australian Grains Genebank
Mr DELAHUNTY (Minister for Sport and
Recreation) — Last Friday was a landmark day for the
grain industry, with the turning of the first sod of the
$6.5 million national seed bank, the Australian Grains
Genebank, at the Grains Innovation Park in Horsham.
This facility will be a national centre for the storing of
genetic material for plant breeding and research.

Mr DELAHUNTY — The Victorian government
has also provided $25 500 towards a plan to stimulate
economic growth and encourage new businesses to set
up in Nhill and district. The Nhill Alive with Business
Opportunity plan will see investment opportunities in
the district identified and marketed outside the region.
The plan will be a blueprint for growing the local
economy and will showcase Nhill as a desirable place
in which to do business.
Last weekend I also had the privilege of attending the
25th anniversary of the Wimmera football — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Rail: Hurstbridge line
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — I rise today to
condemn the government for its failure to fund
promised additional peak-hour trains services on the
Hurstbridge line. In 2010 the state Labor government
funded a $60 million stabling and signalling project that
was needed to deliver four new peak-hour services,
services needed to ease passenger crush on the line.
Despite the project being delayed for political purposes
it is now virtually complete. Unfortunately, however,
we have no signs of new services, with no money in
this budget for them, and no signs of new trains to run
them. In fact as Public Transport Victoria’s network
development plan showed when it was released last
year, commuters in my electorate may have to wait
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until 2016 for these long-promised new peak-hour
services.
10:00:00

We know, however, that the Liberal state government
has the money for a new service on the
Frankston–Dandenong line, but not enough to meet the
commitment made to commuters on the Hurstbridge
line. As a result of his inaction the Minister for Public
Transport has failed to look after the residents of my
electorate. The lack of new peak services will increase
overcrowding and congestion on the line, and it is
totally unacceptable to commuters in Eltham.
Shortly I will be launching a community petition
calling on the minister to provide these much-needed
new peak services now, not in 2016. I expect the
petition to be absolutely flooded with signatures of
dissatisfied commuters. This government clearly needs
to start listening and delivering the promised services
right now so that commuters can get some relief.

GOTAFE: Seymour campus
Ms McLEISH (Seymour) — I am proud to be a part
of the coalition government that has both reformed and
delivered better vocational options for Victorians.
Changes to the system were made with the intent to
encourage the highest-value courses that lead to real
jobs and to put the sector on a sustainable footing. This
budget has seen record investment in this sector as well
as a growth in enrolments, apprenticeships and
subsidies. Locally, GOTAFE at Seymour is going
gangbusters. I am pleased that the shadow minister for
skills and apprenticeships took the time to visit the
Seymour campus of GOTAFE and see how good things
really are. No doubt he was extremely disappointed to
see all was going swimmingly.
A high demand for courses offered at the Seymour
campus has led to increased classes being offered in
2013. In fact many courses are having two intakes,
which will result in extra enrolments. With hospitality,
the Victorian certificate of applied learning, nursing,
aged care, children’s services — both diploma and
certificate III — furnishings, business, first aid and
VET in Schools courses being offered, the campus is
full to overflowing. Those who visit there will see
evidence of this. There is a strong interest in the new
pathways course which upskills and prepares students
for midyear entry into a community services course and
therefore enables them to work in the child-care,
aged-care or community services fields sooner. I
congratulate the staff, who have worked tirelessly
during times of change to bring about such positive
outcomes at the campus. Whilst this is good news for
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Seymour and surrounding towns, you can always be
sure that the Labor opposition will talk down Victoria.

Women: Breast Cancer Cup football match
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — It was my
great pleasure to recently attend the Women’s Breast
Cancer Cup football match between Fountain Gate and
Hampton Park women’s football teams. In its third
year, the match raises money and awareness for breast
cancer. This year they raised over $1000, and it went to
the wonderful organisation, Breast Cancer Network
Australia, established by the amazing Lyn Swinburn. I
should make note of Gary Sampson from Hampton
Park Football Club for his efforts in organising the day.
Also of special mention for her efforts from Fountain
Gate Football Club is Mary Logan-Brown. The match
would not have been possible without her generous
time and efforts. Thank you, Mary.
The teams are comprised of girls aged between 13 and
17 years of age. It is great to see girls of this age aware,
educated and engaged about such a widespread disease
which, unfortunately, many women face during their
lifetimes. I know from talking to many on the day that it
is an affliction which has touched so many directly at
both football clubs. The girls and the crowd got into the
spirit of the day with a sea of pink being worn by all.
The pink kits worn by the players — jumpers and
socks — were complemented by the easily seen bright
pink football. Particularly memorable were the shrieks,
screams and squeals emanating from both inside and
outside the ground as Renee Wandin managed,
horribly, to break her middle finger; and also of concern
was a neck injury to Brianna Kapetanovski. I am
informed that both girls are now well. As one proud dad
said, ‘It is character building’.
The result of the match was Fountain Gate, 2-2-14, to
Hampton Park, 11-9-75. I presented the Breast Cancer
Cup to the Hampton Park coach, the fabulous Tammy
Stokes, and co-captains Sharnee Hart and Carleen
Ryan. As the Berwick News headlined, the ‘Cup
runneth over for breast cancer awareness’.

Mordialloc Life Saving Club
Ms WREFORD (Mordialloc) — On Saturday,
18 May, I was privileged to join my good friends at the
Mordialloc Life Saving Club for their senior
presentation and the unveiling of a new surf boat named
after Hazel Pierce, a very much loved club legend. She
christened the boat with the traditional bottle. The club
celebrated a very successful season. It has close to 500
members, with 150 members in 9 patrol teams, and
140 nippers. The club finished second overall in the
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senior state championships; 30 members brought two
Australian lifesaving championship silver medals back
from Queensland; and a member, James Evans, won
Kingston Citizen of the Year. Well done to Grant
Rattenbury and his team.

Cheltenham and Mordialloc: biggest morning
teas
Ms WREFORD — On Wednesday, 22 May, I was
pleased to attend both the Cheltenham and Mordialloc
community centres’ biggest morning tea events. They
are both large events, for a great cause. Well done to
Donna Lomagno and The Gems Group, led by Dorothy
Boyce, for running excellent events.
10:05:00

Benevolent Association of Nafpaktians:
Mother’s Day lunch
Ms WREFORD — On Sunday, 19 May, I joined
the Benevolent Association of Nafpaktians in my
electorate for its Mother’s Day lunch. It was a terrific
celebration of the Greek mothers in the community, and
I also represented the Minister for Multicultural Affairs
and Citizenship at the official opening of the
association’s new car park, which was assisted by a
$55 000 government grant. Well done to Bill Prappas
and the committee for organising a wonderful event.

Macedon electorate: Chinese-Australian
friendship group
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — On Monday, 13 May,
I was pleased to host a local Chinese-Australian
friendship group in Gisborne. This meeting came about
following a meeting I had with a young woman named
Angie Shi. Angie is a serious powerhouse and was
concerned that her parents, having been in Australia for
a short time, speak little English and have limited
opportunities to meet with others. An article was placed
in our local newspapers asking local Chinese people
and others with an interest in forming a friendship
group to meet. It was difficult to gauge the level of
interest such a meeting might attract, but I was so
pleased to see such a great attendance. With over
30 people attending, this was an excellent result for a
first meeting.
The purpose of this group is to develop a deeper
understanding and expand communication between
Australian and Chinese people working and living in
and around the Macedon Ranges and Sunbury. With
such an enthusiastic response, I look forward to further
gatherings and to the development of a very successful
Chinese-Australian friendship group in the Macedon
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region, developing networking opportunities and
positive engagement with the local community.
It was clear that there is a great desire by many people
for closer ties, as there are many people living within
our communities who feel quite isolated. I would like to
thank Angie for her work in putting this meeting
together. I look forward to many more successful
gatherings and hope that this network group will
provide an opportunity for further engagements with
our local community.

Tom Morrissey
Mr WATT (Burwood) — I rise to acknowledge the
life and contribution of Cr Tom Morrissey, who passed
away on 18 May 2013. He is survived by his wife,
Lorraine, daughters, Sharlene and Narelle, and four
granddaughters. Tom was no stranger to this place,
having run for the seat of Burwood in 2002. In doing a
Hansard search I found 12 mentions of Tom. I thank
Lorraine for providing me with information so that I
may pay tribute to a man who gave so much.
Tom was born in Camberwell, grew up in Burwood
and was educated at Hartwell Primary School and
Jordanville Technical School before starting a
plumbing apprenticeship. Tom ran Burwood Plumbing
for many years from Tudor Street. He was first elected
to then Waverley City Council in 1990. It is now part of
the City of Monash. Tom was elected five times to
Monash council — in 1997, 2000, 2005, 2008 and
2012 — making Tom the longest serving councillor at
Monash City Council. He was mayor twice, in 2001–02
and 2006–07. In 2002 he was awarded a Centenary
Medal for services to local government.
Tom was a strong supporter of Liberal values and was a
committee member of the Monash Club. Tom and
Lorraine joined the Liberal Party in the 1980s, but
following election to council Tom did not renew his
membership. Lorraine has continued her membership
for some 25 years. Over the years Tom was involved in
many community groups such as the Mount Waverley
Apex Club, the Rotary Club of Waverley,
Neighbourhood Watch, the Burwood Tennis Club, the
Waverley RSL, the Monash Enterprise Centre, Friends
of Scotchmans Creek and Valley Reserve, Friends of
Damper Creek Reserve, Monash Concert Band,
Monash Carols by Candlelight, and many others. Tom
was also an honorary justice of the peace.
The funeral was standing room only, and the respect he
earnt from the community was clear. It was telling that
those at his funeral included family, friends, community
members, councillors, the CEO and former CEO of
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Monash City Council, past councillors, many council
staff, members of state and federal Parliament and
many more.

Hospitals: performance data
Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West) — I would like to
commend all the staff who work in the emergency
department at Ballarat Base Hospital. All the nurses,
doctors, interns, administration and support staff do an
amazing job under incredible pressure, and under this
Liberal government the pressure is building. The latest
health performance data shows that in the last
12 months 11 839 people waited longer than desired for
treatment in emergency at the base hospital. That is
more than the number of people who live in Wendouree
and Redan put together.
When the Australasian College for Emergency
Medicine says there is a desired waiting time, which is
used by the Victorian government as its benchmark,
and thousands of people are waiting longer than that
time, there is a problem. It is definitely not a problem
with the staff, who are doing all they can to provide the
treatment every patient needs. It is a problem that sits
fairly and squarely with this Liberal government, which
chose to not allocate a single additional cent in the
recent budget to support our emergency department.
Add to this the situation of ambulances ramping at the
emergency department and you would be forgiven for
thinking that a crisis has emerged. Just last week, on
22 May, at 5.00 p.m. there were 10 ambulances ramped
at the emergency department. I only hope no-one
needed an ambulance in Sebastopol at 5.05 that day.
The Premier may think that everything is rosy with our
health system, but the fact is that thousands of people
are waiting longer than desired in Ballarat Base
Hospital’s emergency department and ambulances are
ramping at an unprecedented rate. I call on the Premier
to support the hardworking nurses and staff at the base
hospital and to support our ambos by allocating the
resources they need and deserve.

Water: regional catchment strategies
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) — On 15 May I was
delighted to accompany the Minister for Environment
and Climate Change when he travelled to Corryong in
the Benambra electorate to launch nine regional
catchment strategies (RCSs) for Victoria at the
Corryong Sporting Complex.
10:10:00

The event was organised by the North East Catchment
Management Authority, and I would like to thank Lyn
Coulston, the chair, and Neil McCarthy, the CEO, of
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the North East Catchment Management Authority
(CMA) for their work and ongoing commitment. It was
pleasing to see representatives of CMAs from across
the state and other stakeholders. It was also great to see
the support and interest from the member for Murray
Valley.
The nine RCSs launched were Corangamite, East
Gippsland, Glenelg Hopkins, Goulburn Broken,
Mallee, north central, north-east, West Gippsland and
Wimmera. These RCSs were built on a 16-year legacy
of providing valuable local and regional information,
and strategic direction for Victorian natural resource
managers. The strategies are coordinated by the CMAs
and developed in partnership with other agencies in the
region, including the Department of Environment and
Primary Industries, Parks Victoria and local
government.
Each RCS sets out a long-term vision for the region,
with 20 objectives for land, water and biodiversity, and
it is wonderful that CMAs in Victoria have been able to
coordinate the renewal of these regional strategies.
Thanks must of course go to all the stakeholders —
industry and community — and local government for
their valuable contributions in shaping the RCSs. Under
the coalition government the CMAs work much more
closely with their local communities, and the regional
catchment strategies are a great example of
communities — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Fountain Gate Secondary College: Future
Problem Solving program
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North) — Some
months ago I met with Paul, Jess, Liza, Cindy, Vidul,
Nam, Rocky and Ms Jodie Doble, the assistant
principal of Fountain Gate Secondary College. The
students are in the gallery today with Ms Anne Damon;
they have come very early. The students are involved in
the community division of Future Problem Solving, an
international program that stretches the capacities of our
young men and women. They want to move the focus
on the city of Casey and Fountain Gate away from Kath
& Kim and the shopping centre to recognise the
diversity of backgrounds, skills and academic capacities
in the local community.
They want to look at changing the focus of one of the
symbols, the fountain on the Princes Highway, and to
look at how they can beautify that symbol. They are
meeting with the Casey mayor, who is putting up a
notice of motion in relation to this project, and
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hopefully the council will provide some funding
towards it. On Tuesday the students will be speaking on
Casey radio about the project, and they are also meeting
with the City of Casey landscape architect, who is
running a workshop about improving the design of that
symbol on the Princes Highway. It is very much about
lifting the confidence of the area, lifting the belief of the
residents of the city of Casey so they know that, like
anybody else, they can do whatever they like and are as
capable as anyone else in the world. I congratulate the
students for undertaking this project. I think it is a very
worthwhile project.

GRIEVANCES
The SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That grievances be noted.

Employment: government performance
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — I
grieve for the working men and women of this state of
Victoria — men and women who find no friend or ally
or plan or purpose in this lazy, indolent government. I
grieve because for two and a half years this government
has denied that Victoria is in a jobs crisis. Members of
this government do not think it is a crisis, even when
thousands of people are losing work around them.
Thousands of people are losing their jobs and their
livelihoods, but the government says this is no crisis,
rather it is a readjustment, a blip, a minor anomaly.
I have some news for the government. The
hardworking Victorians who face absolute uncertainty
and real darkness in their lives have news for this
government as well. If Victoria as a state and an
economy in two and a half years can go from having
1800 more manufacturing jobs than New South Wales
to having 13 800 less, then I say Victoria is in a jobs
crisis. If our services industries are slowly but surely
being shipped offshore, then I say Victoria is in a jobs
crisis. If thousands of men and women who are
training — at least they were supposed to be training —
the next generation of working Victorians are being
sacked because of the most savage TAFE cuts in our
state’s history, then I say Victoria is in a jobs crisis.
If some of our largest and most iconic companies,
names we have all grown up with, names we know and
trust, like Toyota, Target, Telstra, BlueScope, Bosch,
Boral, Amcor, Alcoa, are shedding thousands of
workers, then I say Victoria is in a jobs crisis. If there
are 30 000 fewer full-time jobs in country Victoria
today than there were two and a half years ago, then I
say we are in a jobs crisis. If, and on many measures
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this is the most shameful indictment of this
government’s complete inability to acknowledge the
crisis that surrounds it and our economy and our
community, we have got in this state the highest youth
unemployment rate in the nation, then Victoria is in a
jobs crisis.
If every young Victorian who wants a job and cannot
find one, and what is more has been priced out of a
TAFE education or has had their local TAFE campus
closed or has seen the course that they wanted to take to
get the job they want to make the contribution they
should be entitled to make, if they see all of those
opportunities closed for them then I am sure they would
agree with me that as a community and an economy we
are in a jobs crisis. If over the life of this government
34 000 Victorians have either lost their jobs or learnt
that they soon will — and that is what has occurred,
including 5700 people in April and May this year —
then I say, and I think most common-sense Victorians
would concur, that as a community and an economy we
are in a jobs crisis.
Finally, Ford has been a pillar of our economy and an
important part of our history as a state. It has been an
enterprise central to the story of Broadmeadows and
Melbourne’s north. It has been central to migrant
opportunity, to hard work, to prosperity and to making
things. It has been proudly at the heart of Australian
manufacturing, not to mention that it has been an
enterprise central to the history of Geelong, Victoria’s
second city and a proud city of enterprise and hard
work, success and achievement. If that company that is
so central to those two localities and to our state’s
history more broadly is casting thousands of workers
out of their jobs and their livelihoods, I say, and the
people of Broadmeadows and Geelong say, that we are
in a jobs crisis. That is the fact of this matter. One
thousand two hundred Ford workers will lose their jobs
in 2016. Sadly, a further 4000 jobs in what is a complex
and all too integrated supply chain are at least at risk as
well. This will leave a massive hole in our
manufacturing sector and a massive hole in the
Victorian economy as we look to the future.
As my colleagues and good friends the members for
Geelong and Melbourne’s north know only too well,
last Thursday was a devastating day for those workers,
their families and the communities that value those
enterprises so very much.
Let us be clear about this. These are not numbers, these
are hardworking Victorians who are passionate about
manufacturing, passionate about their families and
passionate about their futures. Auto workers are tough
people. I know that because I take the opportunity —
not just on the days when there is bad news but over my
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time in this role and in this Parliament — to spend quite
a bit of time with those who manufacture things for our
automotive industry. They are tough people, and they
will get through this. But the question has to be asked:
how much better might it be and how much stronger
might those workers be if they had a government which
was one their side, if they had a government that was
prepared to be there on the good days and the bad days,
if they had a government that was prepared to face up
to the fact that manufacturing, the automotive
industry — indeed every sector of our economy —
faces very real challenges? If you will not face up to
that fact, if you ignore or refuse to acknowledge that we
have a jobs crisis, then you are the last people who will
ever provide a proper policy response to it. If you will
not acknowledge that there is a problem, you have no
chance at all to do anything about it.
I was out there last Thursday, and I was out there again
on Friday and on Monday, and I can tell you that these
are not numbers; they are people. They are people like
Joey, Doreen, Angelo and Henry, and 1200 more, and
they have worked at Ford for 20, 25 or 30 years. I
spoke to one man on Monday who had worked there
for 37 years. That factory stays open until the end of
2016, but there are real concerns that that date may not
in fact be the actual date when these jobs are ‘down
balanced’, which is the term that is used at Ford and in
other parts of the automotive industry. So the particular
worker whom I spent some time with on Monday will
get his 40th anniversary at Ford.
When you talk to these workers — I make it my habit
to do that, and I have done it since the announcement
and a fair bit before as well — and the union, which is a
proud union that has worked so hard for them to get
through these difficulties, it has to be acknowledged
that this is not the only tough day at Ford or in auto. We
have had significant challenges over many years, and
that union has always stood shoulder to shoulder,
side-by-side — words that were used a bit earlier
today — in support of those workers. When you spend
a bit of time with these workers what you find is that,
for many of them, this is the only job they have had. Do
you know why? Because they are proud of what they
do. They are good at what they do. They are passionate
about what they do, and all they want is a future. That is
all they want, and it is not too much to ask that you
might have a government that is on your side, in your
corner, prepared to have a go for you.
Where you are, and sometimes where you are not, tells
a big story about who you are. At 9 o’clock on
Wednesday last week, having learnt that Ford Australia
would not make cars in Australia anymore, the Premier
did not go to Broadmeadows. He did not go to
Geelong. He went to New South Wales. He got as far
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away from this bad news as he possibly could because
what we all know, and what the Victorian community
is coming to learn as well, is that the only job this
Premier will fight for is his own. That is why he spent
his entire state council speech on Sunday hurling abuse
at everyone, fighting his political opponents instead of
fighting hard to protect Victorian jobs. It was a
40-minute speech with no new policy. Three or four
days after Ford announced that it is off — that it is not
going to make things in Victoria anymore — the best
the Premier could do was to hurl abuse. That passes for
leadership, apparently, but it is not incompatible with
the form that saw the Premier head as far away from
Ford in Broadmeadows and Geelong as he possibly
could on the day it announced it was ceasing
manufacturing in our state. That is not leadership; that
is cowardice. That is weak, plain and simple. The
Premier has been trying to play a bit of catch-up
since — and has that not told a powerful story!
Fancy going out to walk the line at Ford,
Broadmeadows, on Monday, and when you are quizzed
by people whose lives are in such turmoil and pain —
when you finally find the time to go and speak to these
workers and you are asked, ‘What am I going to do?;
how will I feed my kids?; how will I pay my
mortgage?; how will I guarantee my future and the
future of my family?’ — the glib answer to highly
skilled, highly committed manufacturing workers
whose jobs are going is, ‘Don’t you worry about it; you
can get a job at the wholesale, fruit, vegetable and
flower market’. That apparently passes for leadership
and a manufacturing strategy. The people who work at
Epping and in the fruit and vegetable industry do a
great job, and they are hardworking people. No-one has
a problem with them, but not even they would try to put
it to a Ford worker that they are in the manufacturing
industry — that they are in the advanced mechanical,
engineering and manufacturing sector.
They would not say that. They would not try to run that
cheap, weak line to those Ford workers. But that is the
best our Premier — our leader — could come up with
when he finally got shamed into heading out to Ford at
Broadmeadows to front up to a handful of these
workers. We have a jobs crisis in this state. Every
announcement every day shows us that. Month after
month the numbers show us without any doubt
whatsoever that we have a jobs crisis in this state. I will
take the opportunity to make the point yet again: these
statistics are important. But we are not talking about
statistics; we are talking about people. I would have
thought that in this economy, in this community, in this
Parliament and in this state we could expect to have a
Premier who would fight to save and create Victorian
jobs and who would work hard to keep Victorians in
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work. But we do not have that. We did not have it in the
member for Hawthorn and we do not have it in the
Premier, chosen by his colleagues to be our Premier,
the member for South West Coast.
If those opposite cared about manufacturing or jobs,
they would have a jobs plan. For two and a half years
we have been calling upon this government to develop
a jobs plan, and it has steadfastly refused to do so.
Labor has developed its own comprehensive jobs plan,
Plan for Jobs and Growth, that I added to in terms of
significant policy statements for the services sector at
our most recent state conference because I am about
ideas and hard work, not bile and venom. There are
only two things that get this Premier fired up: the racing
industry and attacking the Labor Party. They are the
only things he gets fired up about. Frankly, it is not
good enough.
Our economy and community faces greater uncertainty,
and what we need is a plan and a person who is
prepared to work hard to deliver that plan. This
government will not acknowledge the problem. It has
no solution for the problem, and its weak leadership
makes these challenges all the more difficult. The
Premier and all members of his government ought to
hang their heads in shame. They will not work hard to
keep Victorians in work, and they stand condemned for
it.

Ford Australia: job losses
Mr RYAN (Minister for State Development) — I
grieve today for the employees of Ford Australia who
were the subject of the announcement by Ford Australia
last week which indicated that some 1200 of them
would lose their jobs. I believe it is imperative that we
as a government do everything we possibly can to
ensure that, in working with those workers and their
communities — —
Mr Merlino interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Monbulk! That is enough.
Mr RYAN — We must ensure that we are able to
have these people placed in alternative employment.
We need to arrange for this to occur over the next three
and a half years, by the time late 2016 comes and Ford
finishes its manufacturing in both Geelong and
Broadmeadows. I want to assure each of those people
and their communities that this government is utterly
committed to their welfare and that we are intending,
through a variety of means to which I will now refer, to
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do everything we can conceivably do to look after their
welfare.
Ford came to the government last week and told the
government it has decided to close the manufacturing
facilities in Geelong and Broadmeadows, effective
from late 2016. This was not a conversation about
options; this was Ford coming to tell us of a decision
that had been made in Detroit. The decision was
conveyed to us and to the workers by Bob Graziano in
his role as the president and CEO of Ford Australia.
That is the fact. To make certain the situation, Ford was
asked by the government, ‘Is there anything we can do
which would induce you to decide otherwise?’. The
answer, specifically, was no. The answer, as
Mr Graziano said in his press release and more
particularly in the conference that he spoke at, was that
Ford has looked at all sorts of alternatives and it
recognised that it could not happen, so it came to tell
the government of Victoria late last week — around
about Wednesday — that the decision had been made.
The same message was conveyed to the federal
government, we understand, on the previous Sunday.
The issue now is to deal with what we have on our
hands and to accommodate the needs of these people as
best we possibly can. I absolutely agree with the Leader
of the Opposition: this is about people. This is about
mums and dads, families, kids, mortgage payments,
dogs and cats and looking after the family home. It is
all those things. That is what we need to focus on here,
and we as a government are focused accordingly. These
decisions have been taken because, as Ford says,
Australians have fallen out of love with big cars. We do
not have appropriate production volumes in Australia,
and the cost of production compared to the US, Europe
and Asia simply does not enable production to continue
here.
This is not new for Geelong. I will take Geelong to start
with. Geelong has seen this before. I quote from a
newspaper article headed ‘Big dream turns to dust for
Geelong’. It says:
Two years ago, Victoria’s second largest city seemed poised
to enter a new age of growth and economic development.

It goes on to talk about all sorts of aspirations for the
city. That article was written by Tim Colebatch from
the Age. It is dated 19 September 1974. I have a raft of
other documents in which, through the decades, there
have been announcements made which have been a
severe knock to Geelong. I have articles in relation to
the wool stores and their closure in 1982 and material
regarding the Pyramid disaster from 24 June 1990. We
have had commentary of the sort I have just read out
before in Geelong, and Geelong has gotten off the floor
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every time. It will get off the floor again, because
Geelong is now a vastly different community with a
vastly different economic base to what it had all those
years ago. Geelong is renowned for its resilience, and
over the course of the coming three and a half years that
resilience is going to come into play insofar as these
people are concerned.
10:32:30

I might say that the same does go for Broadmeadows,
and I will return to that in a moment.
From Geelong’s perspective, it now has Deakin
University and the Gordon Institute of TAFE. The
Labor Party complains about the support for the
Gordon Institute. When we came to government in
2010, the Gordon Institute was receiving $50 million
worth of funding from the Labor government. It is now
receiving $80 million worth of funding — an increase
of 60 per cent. The numbers of students at the Gordon
Institute has gone up from 13 000 to 17 000. It is a
magnificent achievement on behalf of the institute.
To the credit of the former government the Transport
Accident Commission headquarters is now located in
Geelong. There is a diversified manufacturing base in
Geelong that Geelong did not have all those years ago. I
look at the announcement that has been made for Turi
Foods of 75 new jobs and the announcements for
Insulpak of 42 new jobs, for RPC Technologies of
112 new jobs to be created, for Air Radiators of 44 new
jobs, for Kerr & Co. Trading Pty Ltd, where 20 new
jobs were created in 2011 and another 26 were
announced on 13 May this year, and so on and so on. I
might say in the sense of the raw numbers above them
all is the Cotton On group at Geelong, which is looking
to create up to 500 new jobs in the city of Geelong to
assist with its global headquarters. These are but some
of the elements that now go to make up the economy of
Geelong, because Geelong has diversified in the face of
the reality that that is what the world now demands of
it.
But the story is far from finished there. We as a
government, in concert with the federal government,
are contributing to a substantial fund. The Prime
Minister has spoken to us to indicate that the federal
government will provide $30 million for a fund. We
were asked to contribute $9 million; we have agreed to
do that. We have said to the federal government that we
are very prepared to put more money into that fund, but
the federal government has settled on that figure of
$39 million for the present time. In addition there is
another $12 million fund to look after those in the
supply chain, made up of $10 million from the federal
government and $2 million from us. Again that money,
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our $2 million, was put in without any request from the
federal government. We will put more if we need to.
In addition to all of that, there are many other areas
where we are assisting the great city of Geelong. The
Geelong Investment and Innovation Fund was
established in 2008, as many members will recall.
Initially $24 million went into it and almost 1000 jobs
were created out of the work that was done around it, to
the great credit of all concerned at the time. I
understand something of the order of $900 million
worth of investment was leveraged out of that
$24 million. We now have a fund of $39 million plus
this other $12 million, and we intend to apply the same
sorts of principles, in company with the people of
Geelong, to make sure that we get outcomes of this sort
of order.
In addition to those matters, there is $22 million in the
recent budget for Grovedale station, $50.2 million for
the Waurn Ponds community hospital and $8 million
for the Northern Bay P–12 College upgrades. On top of
that there is the $15 million which has gone into the
Geelong development fund — $11 million of which is
for the Geelong Advancement Fund and $4 million of
which is for the Greater Geelong Industry Fund. These
sources of money are being used to drive many of the
sorts of initiatives to which I have already referred to.
Last year $93 million went out of the budget for the
Geelong Hospital upgrade, there is $80 million across
four years for 320 housing units in Norlane and there is
$15 million for the Geelong cultural precinct. We have
paid for that great and very worthy project out of our
Regional Growth Fund. There is $26.5 million for the
former Skilled Stadium, now Simonds Stadium — and
in all the circumstances even I say, ‘Go Cats!’;
$3 million for the Lara to Avalon Airport link planning;
$5.7 million for the Avalon jet fuel pipeline;
$13.6 million for the new 24-hour police station at
Waurn Ponds; and $10.2 million for increased student
accommodation at Deakin University — and so on and
so on. Those initiatives are but more elements of the
funding we are contributing to Geelong.
On top of that there is the money that goes in through
the $1 billion Regional Growth Fund. We will continue
to pour money into Geelong, as we have done with the
other regions of the state. We have used this fund to
ensure that we are able to support the many projects
that are going on around the state, and as the house
knows, we now have almost 1000 of them that have
been run since 1 July 2011, many of them in and
around Geelong and the Bellarine Peninsula region.
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We have created a ministerial task force. It will be
chaired by the Premier, and I am on it, together with the
Minister for Higher Education and Skills and the
Minister for Manufacturing. We are intent on making
sure we gather up all the threads that are necessary to
do the best we possibly can for the future of the great
city of Geelong. We are having a jobs summit down
there next month. It will be important in all of this to
engage with all the stakeholders in this great city.
I might say that I listened to the comments of the
Leader of the Opposition about how members of the
community are so concerned, and I understand that they
are. However, he ought to read some of the other
headlines in the Geelong Advertiser. One says ‘We
vow: jobs for all — round table rallies to the cause’,
which is the headline to an article in the Geelong
Advertiser of 24 May in which it is reported that the
community leaders have come together to chart their
course. They are intent on achieving the sorts of results
that we as a government are looking to have. Another
headline says ‘City leaders stay positive despite
economic blow’. That was published in the Age of
24 May. These are reflective of many other articles
which also encapsulate an expression of sentiment on
behalf of the people of Geelong; they know that they
have been here before and that they will get out of this.
We have three and a half years notice in which we will
be able to look after these people, not only the
1200 people directly affected but also the 2500-plus in
the all-important supply chain. We recognise the many
challenges, but I just say to these people that we are up
for it, and we are here to look after their welfare as best
we possibly can.
I will say finally in terms of Geelong that this is surely a
compelling argument for establishing the national
disability insurance scheme headquarters, the agency,
in Geelong. We have $25 million on the table; we want
the federal government to respond in relation to this
proposition. On its merits we should have it in Geelong,
and this is all the more powerful reason for it to happen.
As to Broadmeadows, we understand the enormity of
the challenges for the people of Broadmeadows, and we
are also with them. We have offered the prospect of a
jobs summit in their area, if that is what they believe
will assist. We are very happy to do that. But members
should bear in mind that we have already pumped a lot
of money into the area: $10.4 million to build and
operate the first of the three new youth foyers in
Broadmeadows over the next three years.
Honourable members interjecting.
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Mr RYAN — The member says, ‘That will help’. I
am telling the member that while he is up there
complaining about youth and complaining about kids,
we are putting $10.4 million on the table to build it. The
Labor Party never did that when it was in government.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr RYAN — We are doing it.
Mr McGuire interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Broadmeadows! I have got the member listed to speak,
but he will not be in here if he keeps that up.
Mr RYAN — In addition we are providing
$9.1 million for the construction of the Hume Valley
special school in Broadmeadows and funding for the
new secondary college in Melbourne’s booming
northern suburbs, $11.5 million for stage 1 of the new
Doreen Secondary College. Labor could never do that.
Labor could not do it, but we are doing it. More broadly
we are providing $29 million for the new three-storey,
32-bed facility for the Northern Hospital; $109 million
for the new emergency services training centre in
Craigieburn; $288 million for the Centre for
AgriBioscience at Bundoora; the start of construction
for the $80 million business hub in Epping, which is
expected to create up to 4000 jobs over a range of
industries; and the construction of the new Melbourne
wholesale fruit, vegetable and flower market at Epping.
I pause to say that no-one anticipates that the people at
the Ford factory in Broadmeadows are necessarily
going to go out and get jobs on that site. What we are
saying is that when you inject this sort of funding
support into a region, of course it creates jobs across all
the sectors of the community. We are very confident
that these people will be the beneficiaries of that. Some
20 000 jobs will be created as a result of the
announcement about the new suburb of Merrifield,
which the Minister for Planning made only earlier this
week or late last week. These are all indicative of a
government that is absolutely committed to the welfare
of these people.
We understand that the whole of our manufacturing
sector is under enormous pressure for reasons that
everybody well recognises. There has been a bit of
improvement in the Australian dollar recently, but it is
still a problem for us, and there is the fact that unless
you are in a position of having a niche market of some
sort, you have got a problem in the manufacturing
sector now. But remember that Ford will still have
1500 people here, 1000 of them at a centre of
excellence for research and development. These are the
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sorts of things that we continue to encourage as a
government.
I conclude by saying that I am appalled by the
commentary from the Labor Party about this. We have
the leaders of the Geelong community and those out at
Broadmeadows, who are saying, as these newspaper
articles reflect, they believe that, given all our collective
efforts here, we can deal with this challenge — and we
will. History says we have done it before, and we will
do it again, led and supported by a government that is
absolutely committed to the cause. Labor members
should stop talking down the state of Victoria. They
ought to get out of bed with their mates in the CFMEU
and devote themselves to doing some hard work and
getting up some reasonable propositions of a
meaningful nature which are going to make a difference
to the lives of these people who now find themselves
under challenge. I can tell you now the
Liberal-Nationals coalition government is committed to
it. The Labor Party ought to get on board.

Employment: government performance
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are trying to get their lives together, people who should
be able to reasonably expect that government is going
to be a force for change for the better and not intent on
effectively absolving itself of responsibility.
When youth unemployment has reached staggering
proportions — indeed it is the worst in the nation at
21 per cent — what action would you expect from this
wrong-way government? This year marks the
75th anniversary of ‘Wrong Way’ Corrigan’s infamous
flight from New York to Ireland. In fact it is within the
next month. Old ‘Wrong Way’ took off in New York
75 years ago, supposedly heading for California, in an
old, beat-up plane. He claimed that he took a wrong
turn and headed east instead of west by accident. The
difference between old ‘Wrong Way’ Corrigan and
‘Wrong Way’ Premier Napthine is that whilst both
headed east instead of west, it only took the aviator
28 hours to realise his error.
By contrast, the vet from the Western District would
circumnavigate the globe before he would concede, in
the face of the weight of evidence to the contrary, that
he went the wrong way. He went the wrong way when
workers expected to see him in Broadmeadows and
Geelong at Ford factories. He went to the New South
Wales border, perhaps seeking some form of political
asylum, because this Premier could not bear to bring
himself to look these workers in the eye. He could look
Black Caviar in the eye, through teary eyes, but when
these workers were looking for their future to be
assured by a government that could lend a helping hand
and have some words of comfort and support and a
strategy for the future, this government went missing. It
was a missing-in-action government.

Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — I grieve for the people of
Geelong, and I grieve for the people of the western and
northern suburbs of Melbourne. I grieve for the
manufacturing workers at Ford, Broadmeadows, whose
plight does not even warrant the immediate attention of
the Premier of the state of Victoria, the Pontius Pilate of
Victorian politics, a man who would wash his hands of
responsibility and spend most of his time trying to work
out how he can exculpate himself from any
responsibility to deal with these issues. These are the
new forgotten people of the Liberal Party. But they
have not been forgotten so much as abandoned by this
government. They have been abandoned by a
government that is in equal measure arrogant and
deluded. Some 34 000 Victorians have lost their jobs
and joined unemployment queues in this state.

Having spent 15 years working in the Australian union
movement, I might say that the Premier, by
happenstance, may have bumped into a union member
while he was there.

In this Parliament only yesterday we heard the Premier
tell us, ‘We have a track record of delivery of more jobs
for Geelong’. What is that record for Geelong? What
has this Premier done for Geelong? If it is a track record
of delivery, it is a dodgy delivery, a Frankston-type
delivery of jobs. Because we know that in the
Barwon-western region nearly 2000 more people have
become unemployed since this government came to
office in December 2010. As jobs are lost in Geelong,
opportunities for the future are also being compromised
and lost by this government. We know that 89 trainers
at Gordon TAFE have effectively lost their jobs. This is
an example of a government that is compounding bad
fortune with bad choices. This government has made
choices that work against the interests of people who

That this Premier thinks the amazing connection made
between organised labour and organised crime is
automatic, is clearly a demonstration that this Premier is
more intent on political attacks than he is on his
responsibility of governing this great state. We know,
for example, that two years ago this Premier came out
with a thought bubble rather than a plan about creating
jobs in Geelong. The people of Geelong need
substantive action, not posturing and not promises that
come to nothing. He proudly announced in a media
release headed ‘Coalition government’s massive jobs
boost for port of Geelong’ that bringing the car trade to
Geelong would bring thousands of new jobs and
$200 million into the local economy, but he was
subsequently forced to quietly admit he had got it
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wrong. A year later he had to admit that the scheme
was not viable, as the opposition had told him over and
again in this place. This was despite our warnings.
The Premier claimed only yesterday that he had not
promised jobs at all and that what he had promised was
a study. The people of Victoria can sit back and look at
the pretend announcements of jobs that will ultimately
disappear like an apparition when the studies fail to
demonstrate job creation. The people of Doncaster no
doubt understand what an apparition that creates jobs
looks like; it is the Doncaster rail extension. There is
also the Rowville rail extension, which is another
wondrous apparition of jobs creation that disappeared.
This is a government intent on stunts, not substance,
and the people in the manufacturing industry in this
state deserve a lot better than that.
In the meantime of course in the Geelong region we
have had announcements of enormous job losses —
jobs that are going or under threat — at Shell and
Holden, not to mention Qantas, Alcoa, Toyota, Boral
and now Ford. What is effectively happening is we
have a government that refuses to acknowledge the
enormity of the problem. To overcome this problem,
what do we see? A government that is saying, ‘We’ve
got a strategy, and our strategy is today’s stunt’. Some
time ago that stunt was the relocation of the vehicle
trade.
When substantive issues are put to this government,
issues about which it could actually do something and
show confidence to the community, like looking at a
serious analysis of the development of the Bay West
port option, when the captains of the freight and
logistics industry say it should happen and when the
government has delayed its preferred alternative at
Hastings from 8 to 15-plus years, you would have
thought the people of Geelong at least deserve to have
the arguments about the location of a proper port — a
port capable of handling the state’s freight logistics
needs for decades to come — considered in a
substantive way, but that has not happened. What they
hear from this government is, ‘We’ve made our mind
up’.
The government has made its mind up despite the
advice of its own department that the Bay West option
should be looked at, and it has hidden reports because it
is afraid of what those reports might say to the public.
When the opposition seeks to get access to those
documents, what do we hear? It would cause
unnecessary debate in the community. When the
Premier goes to Geelong and holds his round table, he
might want to have a debate with the community about
his plan to create jobs. This is an issue of national
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significance. The people of Geelong deserve a credible
analysis of the issues that are of substance to them —
matters that require a government of good intent and
genuine hardworking character to sit back and analyse
what they mean for the community.
I represent the electorate of Tarneit, which borders the
local government area of Greater Geelong, and that
community is also suffering substantially as a
consequence of job losses. In fact the highest increase
in unemployment in metropolitan Melbourne has
occurred in the local government area of Wyndham,
and you can marry that with what is happening in
Geelong at the moment. The labour market in the
Barwon-western region continued to deteriorate over
the year to April 2013. The level of employment has
fallen, and the unemployment rate has risen by 0.2 per
cent. Of even greater concern is the fact that the
participation rate in Geelong has fallen by 1.1 per cent.
That means people are just giving up, and that is a
stinging indictment of what is happening in this
community. Nearly 2000 more people have become
unemployed in this region over the term of this
government, and the Premier talks about a good track
record of delivering jobs in Geelong.
The facts and the real examples of this government’s
indifference put proof to that lie. Victorians know that
there are 17 000 fewer jobs and 15 000 fewer full-time
jobs in the manufacturing sector in this state compared
to November 2010. We have seen those jobs disappear.
We know where they are. These are highly skilled
workers who, more likely than not, dare I say, were
members of unions, but they did not deserve to be
pejoratively dismissed as being part of some sort of
covert organised crime type of community. I wonder
what the Premier will do every time he meets a worker
in the future. Will he entertain in his own mind the
guttersniping we heard from him at the Liberal Party
conference which effectively equated organised labour
with organised crime? Is that how low we have fallen in
this state, that we reflect upon the character of
organised labour as if it were a one-size-fits-all, lowest
common denominator approach?
This is a lowest common denominator government that
cannot lift its eyes above the guttersniping that it
participates in to start looking at the needs of the
community, which are quite evident and genuine, and
deliver a jobs plan. It should hold itself to account to the
community and tell the community what its strategy is,
whether it is in procurement, whether it is in skills
development or whether it is in recognising that there
are communities of disadvantage that require particular
assistance and effort — but, no, what we see are
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thought bubbles and blame shifting from this
government.
10:55:00

But there are many, even in the Geelong community,
who are prepared to acknowledge that there is a
problem. There are at least some who are prepared to
acknowledge that problems do exist in the labour
market. Of course we heard from one commentator in
our region that:
In our region, thousands of jobs have been lost or are under
threat. Manufacturing is in rapid decline …

Who said that? That was Ms Sarah Henderson, the
Liberal Party candidate for the federal seat of
Corangamite, in the Geelong Advertiser on 15 April.
This cannot just be about trying to find a convenient
political argument, about one side of politics pointing
the finger of blame at the other. You cannot have a
convenient argument at a federal level and an
inconvenient one at a state level. We have heard from
our new Treasurer that he does not believe in blame
shifting, but that is exactly what this government is
about. You need to acknowledge the problem. You
cannot deal with a problem unless you acknowledge
that you have got one. At least Ms Sarah Henderson,
the Liberal candidate for Corangamite, acknowledges
that there is a problem, and as soon as you acknowledge
that there is a problem then perhaps something more
can be done.
We know that an extra 210 000 people will be living in
the Geelong area by 2050. The Minister for Planning
says he has a strategy to effectively create 80 000 jobs
over that same period. Let me put it another way: with
the population growing and the way jobs are growing
we will have 1 job for every 2.5 new people moving
into the area. That is a sign that this is a problem of
national significance that the government should
recognise. It should look at substantive proposals about
the development of the freight and logistics industry in
this area. It should listen to its Department of Planning,
Transport and Local Infrastructure about these things. It
should not create myths, mythologies and nonsense
about the capacity to create a port at Bay West.
If the department says the government is right, if the
department says it is not feasible to develop ports and
freight in the Geelong area, let the government produce
the department’s reports. Let us see them. We have a
grown-up society here populated, at least so far as the
electorate is concerned, by adults who will actually
decide whether we deserve to be in government or even
in this place. Those people have a right to see what it is
that the government says it knows but we are not grown
up enough to see or understand. The reality is that this
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government is hiding secret reports about the viability
of port development and freight development in the
Geelong area, which could be a great jobs boon for this
area. It will not hold those reports up for transparent
analysis, and that fails the people of Geelong
profoundly.
We are seeing time and again population growth
effectively outstripping the wellbeing of the Geelong
community. The Premier needs to recognise that these
are not issues of political partisanship but issues of
substantial moment that directly affect the wellbeing of
manufacturing sector workers in the Geelong area. The
Premier needs to put together a comprehensive plan —
a plan similar to the one produced by Labor.

Australian Labor Party: economic
management
Ms RYALL (Mitcham) — I grieve for all
Victorians who know from 11 years of Labor in
Victoria and 6 years of Labor federally that you just
cannot trust Labor anytime, anywhere. What we have
with Labor in Victoria and Labor federally is two peas
in a pod. Both are addicted to spending, neither can
manage projects, both have blown out and bloated the
public service and the cost of government, and neither
was able to make any hard decisions or implement
major reforms. Just like its federal mates, this is an
opposition that will say anything to get its hands on
taxpayers money so it can do what it does best, and that
is wreck economies and waste taxpayers funds.
Neither federal Labor nor Victorian Labor can manage
projects. We have seen that. Just look at the national
broadband network (NBN), where there was no
business case whatsoever, or at the Building the
Education Revolution school halls, or at pink batts. If
we move to Labor in Victoria, we see $3 billion lost in
gaming machine licence auctions, $1.44 billion on ICT
projects, over $1 billion on major projects. The list just
goes on and on of the money and the funds that were
lost and wasted.
The Labor government pushed up the costs of
businesses and families through its water bills, through
the desal plant — $1.8 billion per day on the desal
plant — in the same way that federal Labor has pushed
up the costs for businesses and families through its
carbon tax. Last week, in relation to Ford’s decision to
cease manufacturing in Victoria in 2016, the media
asked the Leader of the Opposition what he would do to
save jobs. You would think he would actually give an
answer, but instead he told the media to download his
glossy red book from his website. That is the document
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the former shadow Treasurer, Tim Holding, wrote, the
book that was missing any economic strategy at all.

would be up and over $15 billion by the 2016–17
financial year if Labor were still in office.

What the Labor opposition in Victoria does not
understand is that you actually need an economic
strategy, and in the case of Victoria the basis of this
strategy was put in place during those first two years of
this government. Getting Victoria’s economic status in
shape and moving the state away from spending
outstripping the revenue coming in, as it was under
Labor, was vitally important. It was an absolute
necessity. This is where the Labor opposition and
federal Labor just do not get it. They spend more than
they can afford; they do not care. We can look not only
at Victoria but at Queensland, at Canberra, at New
South Wales to get the picture of what Labor
governments are like no matter where they are or at
what time. They do not get the basic premise that
Victorians live by — that is, that you live within your
means.

Another thing about the Labor opposition in Victoria
and federal Labor in Canberra — being two peas in a
pod — is that they will say and do anything to suit their
political agenda. When Labor in Canberra makes its
so-called saves — or savings, as we know them — we
do not hear a peep from those opposite. Not at all. Not a
word.

An honourable member — It is not in their DNA.
Ms RYALL — It is not in their DNA, that is right.
Getting our economy in shape is what underpins jobs,
not some glossy red book that denies the reality of the
economic impact on this state over the last two and a
half years. Tim Holding’s book — which Labor
believes is the answer to all things — completely denies
that the economic circumstances actually existed in the
first two years of this government, but they still exist
today. I am not sure what happened, but Labor
obviously blinked and missed the fact that the state lost
$6.1 billion in GST revenue in those first two years.
11:02:30
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Labor members obviously missed that that GST
revenue has since dropped from just over 92 cents to
90 cents in the dollar. Their glossy big red book does
not mention the word GST at all. It missed the fact that
Victoria took a hit to GST revenues and continues to
experience further cuts to our fair share. It denies the
fact that we even took a hit to revenues in the first two
years when the housing market had dropped as well.
Because Labor members deny and refuse to
acknowledge there were any problems with our
economy to start with, they have not once — not
once — put forward any savings or, as the federal
Treasurer now calls them, ‘saves’. In opposition they
have not put forward one change to demonstrably
improve the level of spending that had been engaged in
by the former government. The average rate of
expenditure growth for the decade up to 2010–11 was
7.3 per cent. Given the denial of Labor members and
based on their refusal to put forward any savings — or
any ‘saves’ — at all, our gross state product net debt

An honourable member interjected.
Ms RYALL — Not about the saves in relation to
the unis; we did not hear a word. When we make saves,
those opposite call them cuts, but when their federal
colleagues make saves; they do not utter a word. Such
is the hypocrisy of Labor in this state and federally.
Labor members will say no or say nothing, remaining
tight-lipped and ignorant. It does not matter whether
they are in government or in opposition anywhere in
Australia; you just cannot trust Labor. The reason we
know Labor would not have reduced the cost of
government in Victoria is that when we implemented
our sustainable government initiative, 3600 back-office
public servants took voluntary redundancies, yet what
does the Leader of the Opposition want to do? He
wants to put them back again. They took voluntary
redundancies. He does not want to reduce the cost of
running government. He wants to conscript them and
put them back in again.
An honourable member — Put his mates back
there.
Ms RYALL — Yes, he wants to put his mates back
there — to pop them back into government at some
exorbitant cost. He wants to increase the cost of
government, not reduce it. When Labor was in
government it bloated the bureaucracy. The
bureaucracy increased in size by 5.3 per cent — this is
in the back office — when our population growth was
2 per cent. The increase was 3 per cent higher than our
population growth — in the back office, in the
bureaucracy.
This is where you also get the comparison to federal
Labor. In the Australian of 15 May Peter van Onselen,
writing about the federal government — and this is
where you draw the comparisons with Labor in
Victoria — referred to the federal government’s general
administration costs:
Growth in administrative spending is a key reason Labor has
been unable to reduce its budget deficits. Compared with the
last full financial year of John Howard’s government,
administrative spending under Labor has grown considerably.
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This isn’t being unfair to Labor by ignoring typical annual
rises in administrative costs.
During the final … years of the Howard government,
administrative spending in four of the five headings didn’t go
up.
Labor per year has spent on average $8.5 billion more on
‘general administration’ than Howard did in his last full
financial year in power.

Here we see that Labor in Victoria and Labor federally
are two peas in a pod. Both bloated the public service,
and both blew up the cost of running the government.
They are addicted to pushing up the cost of running
government. They do not care how much it costs. They
do not care about the economic impact. They do not
understand it, for a start. They do not understand
reform.
What we did not see under Labor in this state was
reform. What we did not see was hard decisions being
made, and this is just like in Canberra. In two and a
half years, this government has made major tax reforms
through the fire services levy. We have just seen major
taxi reforms, and there has been major planning
reforms. From those folks opposite who were in the
former government — nothing.
Labor’s big red book says nothing about reducing the
real cost of doing business in Victoria, because those
opposite do not understand how business works and
what is involved in running a business, be it a services
or a manufacturing business. I have certainly had my
share of working with the manufacturing industry for
many years prior to coming into this place. If those
opposite had a business brain between them, and if they
actually understood business, they would realise there
are input costs in manufacturing. Those input costs,
which their federal Labor mates have made more
expensive — they even have taxes on input costs —
involve the things that go into manufacturing; they are
capital expenditure, labour, utilities, compliance costs,
materials, repairs and maintenance. When I worked
particularly with automotive sector component
suppliers — those tiered in the supply chain — these
were significant imposts on the manufacturing
businesses. When you put pressure on those input
costs — when you tax or increase them — or when you
introduce red tape as we have seen done by federal
Labor, which has introduced 20 000 regulations, and
when you start to see that sort of impact on these
manufacturers, you start to see the pressure they end up
under.
In today’s Australian Paul Kelly refers to the Australian
Industry Group’s Innes Willox saying that the group’s
member companies say that doing business in this

19

country is exorbitant when compared to other countries.
What these businesses needed was what Prime Minister
Gillard promised and did not deliver — a reduction in
company tax, not the 20 000 red tape regulations her
government introduced.
Members opposite talk in their red book about reducing
red tape. If their federal colleagues did not mount up the
red tape, there would not be a need to reduce it.
Business did not need the open slather that Labor gave
to the unions through the Gillard federal government’s
fair work regime. They did not need the increasing
energy costs because of the carbon tax. When they are
dealing with the high value of the Australian dollar and
already reduced margins, the last thing they need is for
the federal government to load them up instead of
reducing their burden, and the last thing they need is the
Labor opposition in this Parliament developing a big
red book that says nothing about reducing the real costs
of business that hike up those input costs and reduce
margins to the extent that these businesses become
unviable.
If you make business reduce its productivity by driving
up its input costs at a time when the dollar is high, for
manufacturers — which Labor members love to say
they support — the pressure is too great for them to
remain viable. This is really what federal Labor has
done. We know with Labor members here that it is
Labor and the unions first and Victorians second. Labor
members come out with outrage when businesses are
no longer viable or say it costs too much to stay in this
country, but what those members fail to recognise is
that they are the ones who put pressure on business in
the first place. At a time like this when the dollar is high
and when there are national and global pressures, that is
the last thing that business needs.
The very things that create jobs, that keep people
employed and can actually save jobs are the very things
that those opposite in the Labor Party and the unions
shoot down, attack, put pressure on and show hatred
towards — the very things that create jobs for people.
In Victoria we are dealing with the red tape, but we
have those opposite supporting additional red tape from
their mates in Canberra. What we have is a red book
which the Leader of the Opposition recommended the
media read because he could not answer the question
about how he would have protected the Ford jobs. It is
a red book that is just a sham. It is a history note of
figures and facts from the glory days when GST
revenues were high and when the federal government
was pouring in stimulus money that actually kept this
state in the black.

11:10:00
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If Labor really wanted to talk about how jobs are
created and grown, it would look at reducing the costs
and improving productivity in business. It is the outputs
of business that need to improve over the position they
are in now. If this opposition was serious about
reducing business costs and improving productivity, it
would write into its red book that its federal mates
should do something about the increased regulation. It
would write into its book that it should reduce the
carbon tax, reduce the costs and reduce the union
pressure on these businesses and make sure that those
businesses can actually address what this government,
in action, is addressing. When you look at the results
this government gets and is getting, that is where real
jobs are created. We understand businesses, unlike
those opposite.

Manufacturing: government performance
Mr EREN (Lara) — I, too, grieve today for the
workers of Ford, both out at Geelong and at
Broadmeadows. I grieve for manufacturing workers
throughout the state. I grieve that we have a state
government that is incompetent. When it comes to
manufacturing, it cannot manage to keep those jobs in
Victoria. I grieve that we have a federal opposition
leader in Tony Abbott, who could potentially become
the Prime Minister, who has indicated that he would cut
$500 million of assistance to manufacturing. This is the
type of government that we have. We had the Deputy
Premier speaking before. Not once did he come to
Geelong throughout that time to outline his plans and
what he is going to do going forward.
As many people may know, I worked in the vehicle
industry for six years. I did the hard yards, and I know
what people are going through at the moment. None of
these government members can know what those
people are going through because they have never lived
that life. I have. I have worked on the shop floor. The
Deputy Premier can stand there, in his Armani suit, and
pretend that he cares about my people in Geelong, but
the people in Geelong can see right through that. They
can see right through the crocodile tears the Deputy
Premier shed today in his contribution to the debate.
Yesterday I asked a question of the Premier about when
he or his government, under Ted Baillieu, knew of this
announcement that Ford has made recently. Eight
months ago, according to our information, the Premier
of today was aware, under a Ted Baillieu government,
that — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The member
needs to refer to members by their titles or their seats
now.

Wednesday, 29 May 2013

Mr EREN — They knew this announcement was
coming eight months ago. The Premier said he had
discussions with Ford on Wednesday. The
announcement happened on the Thursday. Do you
think the Premier could allocate 2 hours of his day to
this very important issue, to come and console the
workers who needed him in Geelong on the day? We
did not get that. Did we get the Deputy Premier to come
to Geelong because the Premier was busy? No, we did
not get that. Did we get one of the ministers coming out
to Geelong to console the workers? They were
devastated, and I can understand that. Did we get one
minister to come out to Geelong? No, we did not.
Did we get any of the backbenchers to come out to
Geelong to console those workers on Thursday? Did
the member for South Barwon, or the government
upper house members for Western Victoria Region —
David O’Brien, David Koch, Simon Ramsay — come
out? Did any of those people come out? Where were
they when the workers needed them? None of them
was anywhere to be seen.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr EREN — The Premier, I think, had a dinner
appointment that night at some place, in his tuxedo.
That is great; that is fantastic. But in times of distress
what those workers need is the Premier or the
government of the day to actually understand what they
are going through. Unfortunately, that is not what we
got. I would like to thank the Leader of the Opposition,
who made the time to come out to Geelong on a
number of occasions and to go out to Broadmeadows
on the Thursday and on the Friday, because he
understands that this is a very tough time for many
people.
I put food on the table for six years working at Ford. I
really appreciate the fact of what has happened at Ford;
it was a very emotional day for me not only as a local
member close to Ford at Geelong but also as a former
manufacturing worker who worked on the assembly
line for six years. That was a very emotional day for
me, and I am sure it was a very emotional day for many
of the Ford workers. I am sure that many of them did
not sleep that night wondering what they were going to
do.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr EREN — We see that some of the backbenchers
opposite are totally immune to the sensitivities around
this matter. They are still interjecting in the way they
are because they do not understand what the working
class people, particularly people at Ford, are going
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through. I grieve for all those reasons. I grieve because
those people need the support of the government of the
day — and they certainly have not had it over the last
week. It has failed again to protect Victorian jobs.
Regardless of whether I sound like a broken record, I
will continue to demand that this government come up
with a jobs plan.
We on this side of the house have advocated for the
importance of a jobs plan for Victoria for the past two
and a half years. Time and again we have in this house
said how vital this is for Victoria’s future. That is why
we as opposition members, without the resources of the
government, have worked really hard with the
Victorian community to come up with a 70-page jobs
plan which articulates the needs of this great state. In
the interests of all Victorians we are more than happy to
provide this document to the government to implement
our jobs plan. We find ourselves in the predicament we
are in partly because of this incompetent government.
That is why we face the jobs crisis we do today.
This government needs to stop the blame game and
start to take responsibility for the problems it has
created in our great state. I have said before in this
house that when we were in government, despite the
global financial crisis (GFC) being at its worst level and
the economic uncertainty of the time, we managed the
economy in a way that protected our economy and
enabled business investment to continue to expand. We
were the engine room of the Australian economy, with
Victorian building approvals leading Australia for
28 consecutive months.
I refer to a document that is on the website of the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD). This is not gloating about
ourselves. This is the OECD, which is the economic
authority with the relevant credentials, which described
Victoria as ‘one of the strongest and most resilient
economies in the world’. That was back then when we
were in government going through the very tough
stages of the GFC. Unfortunately under the watch of
this government and in Geelong in particular there are
now 2000 more unemployed people. It angers me that
we are where we are today compared to our
once-glorious years of leading the way. Victoria once
was the manufacturing capital of Australia, but under a
government that lacks leadership we have now lost that
title to New South Wales. Is it any wonder that has
happened when the Minister for Manufacturing,
Exports and Trade was not able to tell a Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee hearing what the
Napthine government’s local procurement target is.
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On top of this, the government does not have a jobs
creation target or a plan for Victoria’s manufacturing
industry. In fact, as I have outlined, it does not even
have a jobs plan for Victoria. This lack of a jobs plan
has resulted in New South Wales now having
13 800 more people employed full time in the
manufacturing sector than Victoria does, according to
February 2013 Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS)
data. This is disturbing given that when the government
came to office, ABS data showed that Victoria had
1800 more people employed full time in manufacturing
than New South Wales. Members of this government
should be hanging their heads in shame.
According to the Geelong Manufacturing Council,
manufacturing is still very important in Geelong.
According to the manufacturing council, 43 per cent of
the region’s gross domestic product and 41 per cent of
the region’s employment was generated by
manufacturing in 2012. The sector also contributes over
$600 million in wages to the Geelong community.
Given the recent announcement by Ford that it will
cease manufacturing operations in 2016 and Shell’s
April announcement that it will be selling its Geelong
refinery, what these figures could mean for Geelong in
the future present a scary scenario. We could see the
writing on the wall in relation to Shell. This
government refused to believe it at the time, and then
the Shell made its announcement. The government
knew about Ford some eight months before this
announcement was made at Ford. We had been
highlighting the inadequacies of this government in
order to do something more substantial to assist Ford,
and what happened? The announcements have been
made.
What really bothers me, as was exposed yesterday, is
that it is a very distressing time for all those workers
when they know that the Premier potentially knew in
advance of the announcement made last week. The
government has sat on it for eight months. It could have
planned for this. Cabinet could have made lots of
considerations, but it did not, and that is really
disturbing. It does not work when the Premier or other
ministers stand up and blame everybody else; that does
not help those workers. What we need to do is make
sure that we have action.
We also know about Alcoa at Geelong. It has been
highlighted that into the future we could lose Alcoa.
These three businesses — Ford, Shell and Alcoa —
make up a large part of our manufacturing sector and
provision of regional employment. They are skilled,
well-paid and meaningful jobs. At this point in time
surely the alarm bells must be ringing for the Napthine
government. As if the closures already announced were
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not bad enough, the ripple effect of them could be
devastating to an already struggling Geelong economy.
We can only begin to imagine what the potential effects
of this could be. Without wanting to scare the horses, I
worry also for the port of Geelong, with a large part of
its business involving Alcoa and Shell. Knowing that
Shell and Alcoa are major customers of GeelongPort,
maybe this government should ask questions before
things happen. It should ask, ‘Is everything okay? Do
we need to do something?’.
11:25:00

Other companies that contract to these three
organisations are also at risk. Internally at Ford there
are not only manufacturing jobs at risk; there are also
other occupations, such as food and catering, cleaning
and even transport workers. The domino effect is
severe. It will be hard for those workers who have
dedicated their working lives to Ford to seek new
employment in a different industry. It will be difficult
for those workers in their 50s and 60s to gain new
employment.
Another consideration is people who have been
employed as vehicle builders who now have no
recognised trade to fall back on. However, as I have
indicated many times, Geelong is a resilient
community. Under the right guidance and leadership
we can get through this. In order for us to face reality,
we need to look forward and we need a government
that is willing to do the same. The opposition
understands the need for strategic thinking, and that a
plan for Geelong’s jobs needs must be created. This
plan must encompass forward vision and provide a
framework for all tiers of government to work towards.
It is about facing reality and realising that
manufacturing is important to Geelong. Labor
understands the extent of the manufacturing jobs crisis
in Victoria, which is why it is offering a $30 million
package of support in contrast to the Liberals who think
$9 million will make the problem go away.
Further, the Leader of the Opposition has given me the
responsibility of developing a Geelong-specific jobs
plan, which I am very proud of. As a former Ford
worker who understands the issues, I will work
alongside my colleagues, Gayle Tierney, a member for
Western Victoria Region in the other place and a
former state secretary of the vehicle division of the
Australian Manufacturing Workers Union, the member
for Geelong and the member for Bellarine. Just as we
have come up with a jobs plan for Victoria, we will
come up with a jobs plan for Geelong. I encourage the
government to do the same. I do not believe it is good
enough for a government to sit back. It needs to be
proactive; it needs to nurture and assist businesses
where it can in order to make them grow prosper. You
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cannot just assume that everything is okay and that
Geelong will be okay.
Geelong is the second-largest city in Victoria, it has the
second-largest port and it will soon have Victoria’s
second international airport and the Geelong Ring Road
employment precinct, which could potentially create
thousands of jobs and is being ignored by the state
government. The government has also totally ruled out
the Bay West super port proposal by Labor, which
would ensure Geelong’s future employment prospects.
The government needs to realise that this is a plan for
growth in our region — a plan for where Geelong’s
economy is going and where jobs can be created. We
are not just turning our backs on industries such as
manufacturing.
We need to ensure that consumer confidence grows, we
need to ensure that Geelong remains resilient, and most
of all we need to invest in this area to create jobs. It is
not about throwing good money after bad. We are
talking about investing money into the broader region
to create jobs and reskill individuals. It is a very
important time, and government must show its support,
particularly to those workers who need it right now. I
sincerely hope the task force that has been set up — and
I am very proud to be on that task force, and I think we
are meeting on Friday — will come up with innovative
ways to make sure not only that those workers are
protected but that the workers of the future are
protected.

Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy
Union: industrial action
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — The first thing I
would like to put on record is that I noted the member
for Lara’s comments in relation to Ford. I do feel for
those workers at Ford. It is a very tough situation to be
in, when you are in the position that you are potentially
going to lose your employment in three and a half
years. It will be three and a half years of anguish that
you have to go through during that time. But for the
member for Lara to turn around and say that nobody on
this side of the house understands indicates that he does
not have a real grasp of people on this side.
I came here from a small business. I took over a
business that was going bankrupt. The 12 staff
members in the business had no security at all going
forward. I took that on and increased that business,
expanding its staff to 25 full-time employees. That was
one of my greatest achievements, not because of the
business itself but because I had 25 full-time employees
working in the business, and I gave them an
opportunity that they may not have had if that business
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had gone. That is what it is about: creating investment
and creating an environment for investment in the
future. That is what this government is all about. It is
not about throwing away money; it is not about
throwing bad money after good or any of those sort of
things. It is creating an environment that encourages the
private sector to want to invest in Victoria. If we can
create that environment, that is where we will head in
the future and that will assist with employment.
I have a few matters I want to raise in the grievance
debate, but I would like to start with the question: what
is one of the biggest obstacles to creating investment in
Victoria? It is the union movement at the moment, and
the media surrounding the union. Why would you want
to invest in Victoria when you are seeing headline after
headline about militant unions and the thugs that have
been out there doing what they have been doing?
I am proud to say that we are going to stand up to those
unions, so that we can encourage people to say that
Victoria is a good place to invest. Our workers in
Victoria are not representative of these unions. The
workers in Victoria are very good workers. We have a
very educated workforce that is willing to work and
ensure that they get a good day’s pay for the work that
they do. It is not fair that the unions stand in some of
these workers’ way. I know the opposition keeps telling
us that it represents the workers. If it wants to represent
the workers, it should have represented those workers
who wanted to get on the Grocon site recently when the
unions stopped workers going to work — all because of
their own political ploy.
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(CFMEU) will gain influence over party policy making
and preselections.
Mr Wynne interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The member
for Richmond will come to order.
Mr BATTIN — Mr Setka has been convicted or
fined on more than 40 occasions over the past three
decades for actions involving his union. One of his
comments was reported fairly recently. Mr Setka said,
‘We only break the law sometimes’. That is supposed
to mean that it is all right: we only break the law
sometimes! That is the person we have leading one of
the militant unions in Victoria.
That was in an article by James Campbell, published in
the Herald Sun, which focused on how Daniel Andrews
wants to associate himself with and stand side by side
with a militant union that would not let workers go to
work. That is what this is about: letting workers go to
work.
If we go back to look at the CFMEU, we can see on the
3AW website a story with the headline ‘Neil Mitchell
concerned for workers targeted by union “thugs”‘. It
states:
Neil Mitchell is concerned for the safety of building and
construction workers after a flyer containing the logo of the
Construction Forestry Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU)
printed the names and faces of six workers they believed were
‘scabs’.
…

An article by John Ferguson in the Australian of 9
March states:
New Victorian Premier Denis Napthine will intensify the
fight against union thuggery and illegal blockades on
construction sites and has called for the reintroduction of the
former building industry watchdog.

The Premier was quoted as saying in that article:
You can’t have rogue unions holding important projects and
jobs in the state to ransom; that is just totally unacceptable …

That it is exactly where we are sitting now. It is
unacceptable to have unions standing in the way of
progress and jobs in Victoria, and therefore investment
in our state. What is the alternative? The alternative is
the rebel union welcomed back into the Leader of the
Opposition’s ALP faction. The union at the centre of
last year’s 16-day Grocon CBD dispute has been
welcomed back into the opposition leader’s faction of
the state ALP. By joining the socialist left, the
Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union

‘Get rid of these scabs out (sic) of our industry. They will
never be forgotten’, the poster says.

This is coming from the union that is supposed to be
standing up for these guys, standing up for these people
who want to work, who want exactly what the other
side talks about — to get in a fair day’s work for a fair
day’s pay. They obviously think they get a fair day’s
pay for a fair day’s work because they wanted to attend
work, but we had a militant union out there trying to
stop them.
What was the alternative to that? We had the Victorian
Attorney-General come out and say:
(It’s) a return to the bad old days of union thuggery and
intimidation that Victoria suffered which we seem under
threat of returning to …

That is not a position that this government wants to
return to at all. What a disgrace to go out there with a
flyer with six people’s faces on it. This is a union that
stands side by side with the member for Mulgrave. If he
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does not disassociate himself from that union, he
clearly supports these actions taking place out in the
community. The ideal scenario would be for him to
disassociate himself from the union and not take money
or donations from it.
A good article published in the Australian was
headlined ‘Daniel Andrews risks being judged by the
company he keeps’. I was told that all my life: you are
judged by the company you keep. It is not difficult to
understand. The article states:
For the first time in nearly two years, an ill wind is blowing
towards Daniel Andrews. Most disturbingly for the Victorian
Labor leader, there are growing signs that he doesn’t quite get
it.

That is the truth. He does not get it. He does not
understand that the militant union he wants to stand
side by side with has a leader who has up to 40 criminal
convictions and is stopping workers from going on to
work sites. This is the union the Leader of the
Opposition wants to stand side by side with and take
money from. If Victoria wants that as an alternative
government, that is of genuine concern. The article
continues:
The extent of criminality linked to the Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union was underlined last week when the
Australian published John Setka’s extraordinary rap sheet.
Setka is odds-on to become the union’s Victorian
construction secretary —

and, as we know, he now is —
in a move that has alarmed many in the party’s right faction.
In a 10-year period up to 1991, Setka faced 60 police charges,
with 40 convictions or fines for offences including theft and
assaulting police.

Let us be honest: that is a rap sheet you would be proud
of if you were in B division in Pentridge Prison back in
1991, but not if you were running to be the leader of a
union standing up for workers in Victoria. The article
continues:
Standing on the steps of Parliament House … Inquirer gave
Andrews every opportunity to distance himself from Setka
and the CFMEU. Instead, Andrews said that, as Labor leader,
if the CFMEU members elected Setka to the position, he
would be prepared to work with him.

The Leader of the Opposition is still prepared to work
with Mr Setka. He still has the opportunity to separate
himself from Mr Setka and come out and condemn the
behaviour of the CFMEU and its militant actions
preventing workers going to work. The article
continues:

Wednesday, 29 May 2013

One senior right faction figure who is supportive of the union
cause said this week that the CFMEU’s behaviour would cost
Andrews any chance of winning office.
‘It’s an absolute disaster for him’, the right-winger says. ‘It’s
poison out there. It plays terribly in the electorate and the
leader just doesn’t get it’.

That is someone on the opposition leader’s own side
saying the Leader of the Opposition just does not get it.
I do not know who that was, because members opposite
do not even have the courage to come out and stand up
against their leader on that and say that they do not
support what this militant-style union is doing in
Melbourne. It is not just stopping these workers going
to work; it is creating an environment where people do
not want to invest in Melbourne.
Daniel Grollo wrote an opinion piece that was
published in the Herald Sun with the headline ‘We will
not be beaten by thugs’. It states:
Let’s look at who is the target here: the CFMEU is aiming at
average Victorians who are trying to get to work.
More than 90 Grocon workers are locked out of their
workplace, threatened and intimidated, stopped from doing
their jobs by the very union that claims to be protecting them.

These are the workers who the union claims every day
of the week it is out there standing up for and
protecting, yet it will not even let them get into a
workplace in this state, which is something that every
person in our state is entitled to. You should be able to
attend work without being bullied. There is unanimous
condemnation in this house for bullying in the
workplace. Given that unanimous condemnation, it is
time the Leader of the Opposition stood up and said
that the bullying of the CFMEU is not something he
will stand for and that he will refuse any funding from
the union until it changes its tactics. Daniel Grollo
continues:
We took out a Supreme Court injunction to prevent this
action and on Wednesday last week, the CFMEU moved to
the Emporium site in Lonsdale Street.
None of our workers have been able to enter the site since —
we have sent them home on full pay or redeployed them to
other sites.
We then had to return to the Supreme Court to extend the
original injunction to cover all of our workplaces.

Because the CFMEU did not want to stop at one spot. It
was convinced it was just going to go after someone
who was investing in Victoria and getting on with
building in Victoria and employing hundreds, up to
thousands, of people throughout the state. That is what
we need. If you want to talk about a jobs plan, it is
about getting investment into Victoria and ensuring that
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we have got an environment in which investors want to
invest, and the next part is getting workers in to work
for them. Daniel Grollo continues:
The CFMEU is breaking the law and trying to hold this
company to ransom.

Again, that is the CFMEU that is supported by the
Leader of the Opposition and those sitting opposite here
in this chamber.
An article from the Age of 18 October 2011 headed
‘Union blasted on “thugs”‘ states:
Victoria’s largest building union has shown an ‘absolute
failure of leadership’ for not denouncing violence allegedly
committed by its staff, the building industry watchdog has
said.
Australian building and construction commissioner Leigh
Johns said the Victorian branch of the Construction, Forestry,
Mining and Energy Union needed to do more to control its
staff and called on its next leader to ‘denounce thuggery’.

This was before Setka came in. The commissioner was
calling on the next leader of the union to come out and
denounce thuggery. Rather than coming out and
denouncing thuggery, the union members instead
elected a guy with a rap sheet of up to 40 offences,
including thefts and ‘assault police’. They elected a guy
who has since gone back out into the community, taken
out that union and gone up against police who were
doing their jobs. They have rammed police horses in
the main streets of Melbourne, caused absolute
mayhem throughout Victoria and broken every law
they could possibly think of while they were down
there.
As I said, if you want to talk about workers in Victoria,
you should talk about Victorian police. If you want to
see someone who is a real worker in Victoria, it is a
Victoria Police member. They go out every day of the
week to do a job to protect us. All they wanted to do in
this situation was ensure that Grocon workers could get
to work safely without being bullied or harassed by the
thugs involved in this union.
11:40:00

The CFMEU is in contempt of court over the blockade.
An article in the Australian says:
The constructors workers union has been convicted of
contempt of court for illegally blocking access to Grocon sites
during its bitter dispute with the building giant last year.

This is another example of this union going against the
law, and the only reason it is going against the law is to
stop workers from being able to work. The reason it is
going out there at the moment is to talk about safety,
but it is doing so after signing an enterprise bargaining
agreement with the Grollo Group which ensured the
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safety of its staff. We are talking about a company
which has national records on its safety throughout the
country. Here is the union, standing in the way of an
investor in Victoria that employs many people
throughout the community and makes sure that people
have an opportunity for a job. The article continues:
Justice Cavanough singled out Victorian state secretary John
Setka for his ‘hostile and insulting’ response to a Grocon
worker who told him: ‘We just want to go to work, John. This
is not our blue.’
‘You f.king dogs’, Mr Setka replied.
Justice Cavanough said there had been no ambiguity when a
CFMEU official called to the crowd over a loudhailer: ‘Back
here tomorrow boys for more fun.’

The union thinks this is fun. The union thinks standing
over workers who want to get in to work is fun. The
union thinks that standing up to Victoria Police, which
is just trying to protect our community, is fun. It thinks
that getting out on the street and stopping investment in
Victoria is fun. If stopping investment in Victoria is
fun, the union is standing in the way of jobs in Victoria,
standing in the way of business and standing in the way
of getting on with the job of actually moving forward in
this state. It thinks that is fun.
I would like to see the Leader of the Opposition, the
member for Mulgrave, come out and say, ‘It is not fun.
It is no fun at all for the Victorian police who are out
there, standing in the way of these groups of thugs
coming towards them’, but he would not come out and
say that he does not stand by the union. He would not
come out and say, ‘We will not accept funding from the
union’. He would not come out and stand up against
John Setka; and it is required — it is essential — for
him to do that. If he wants to keep standing by the
union, he gives Victoria almost no alternative. Victoria
cannot have an alternative government that supports a
militant union that supports no funding coming into
Victoria, supports no investment and, most importantly,
stops Victorian workers from getting to their workplace
safely. If the Leader of the Opposition cannot stand up
against that, he is not a leader at all. A leader would
stand up against bullying, a leader would stand up
against intimidation and a leader would stand up
against everything in these newspaper articles I have
mentioned. A leader would come out and say to the
CFMEU, ‘I want nothing to do with you. What you are
doing on the streets is a disgrace. You are jeopardising
any future investment in this state, and any future
investment represents employment for the people I am
supposed to be standing up for’.
Mr McGUIRE (Broadmeadows) —
Broadmeadows matters because it symbolises hope. It
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is an emblem for that diminishing Australian value, ‘A
fair go for all’. It has evolved into a virtual United
Nations in one neighbourhood, with people with babies
in their arms and children in their hands, who had the
imagination to dream of a better future and the courage
to cross the world to pursue it. It is the capital of
Melbourne’s north and produces one-third of Victoria’s
manufacturing exports. This is its critical economic
value. It has for generations underwritten the prosperity
of the state of Victoria and helped Melbourne become
one of the world’s most livable cities. This is what
Broadmeadows means.

to build communities and to build an economy. What
do we have here? We have a group of people who are
just spinning faster. That is all that has changed. We
lost the former Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and
Trade when he was on an ill-fated overseas investment
tour. Where was his successor on the day of the
announcement that jobs were going to be axed and it
was the end of manufacturing in Victoria for the Ford
Motor Company? He was in America talking to Ford.
This is a whole new series of Yes, Minister. Talk about
being in the wrong place at the wrong time! It was all
over — too late, it is gone! The industry is gone.

My family arrived in 1959 in Broadmeadows, the same
year the Ford Motor Company began its manufacturing.
This is my lived history. I understand what has
happened there, and we come to the Parliament of
Victoria to debate what needs to be done under
economic circumstances that are difficult. In my
inaugural speech I put the proposition that when
America and Ford have an economic downturn, you
lose jobs and livelihoods in Broadmeadows. What was
the plan for us to take care of blue-collar workers, to
take care of the muscle jobs and to move to the smart
jobs? I presented a plan — the global learning village,
the multiversity and a whole range of other things.
Then we come here today to have a debate of this
significance, and the Premier of the state of Victoria’s
grand offer to skilled workers and union officials who
have given their livelihoods and who have proudly
stood before the media and said that they were proud to
work for the Ford Motor Company — to give their
muscle, their sweat, their labour, their family time and
their commitment to do it in a coordinated fashion to try
to keep this industry going — is nothing but
denigration. All we have heard from the other side is a
rant and rave and an attempt to diminish.

The previous Treasurer did not mention jobs in his
inaugural speech. This is what has happened. These are
the seeds that have been sown by this administration,
and they are now catching up with it. What do we have
then from the Premier? What does he offer the people
of Broadmeadows? He offers to get together and
consult. All members have to do is go to the
government website. The plan is there. It is on the
government’s own website today. Does the government
not understand? Only this government’s arrogance
outweighs its ignorance. That is the proposition. It is
galling.

In Broadmeadows we are proud of the Ford Motor
Company, how it has developed, what we wanted to
happen and how we should develop this industry. We
put up a plan. We have been developing this for years,
yet the Premier of the state of Victoria comes in and
says, ‘Well, they can maybe get a job at the wholesale
fruit and vegetable and flower market in Epping’. He
spent years trying to shred this proposition. Now he is
holding it up as the saviour of manufacturing in the
state of Victoria.
Let us actually look at what is going on here. We have a
government that has been the most unstable in all of the
time I can go back in politics. I have known, worked for
or reported on the last nine Premiers of this state and
how they have developed and how they have built on
the shoulders of others who have come before them to
actually develop a vision and a strategy to build a state,

As to the Broadmeadows activities centre, this was a
plan developed by premiers who had a vision — Steve
Bracks and John Brumby — and who delivered for the
state of Victoria. They gave Victoria a AAA-rated
economy, the world’s most livable city and surpluses
every year — they are the key indicators — and they
knew how to plan communities and develop
economies. So what happened? Here was the
proposition: we had a total of $75 million — that is the
total amount we are talking about here — with nearly
$60 million to be used to build the Broadmeadows
activities centre in the heart of Broadmeadows near the
railway station, taking care of all of the development
that is necessary because this is a new hub for
Melbourne’s northern region. How do you expand and
grow a region to grow jobs? You build for growth is
what you do.
What happened during the budget? We had the recent
announcement from Ford. Consultation has been going
on for years, and this was a done deal that was
committed to. Everyone was ready to go; the designs
were at the final stage. It was a shovel-ready project and
was about to be put out for tender. Without warning the
government just axed the whole project. Where did the
money go? The money went down the rail line to buy
the tainted vote of the member for Frankston. That is
where the money went, and there has been no response
from the government about this issue.

11:47:30

GRIEVANCES
Wednesday, 29 May 2013

ASSEMBLY PROOF

We go to the next issue: the $15 million from the year
before in the government’s budget. Here is the
proposition: the Minister for Planning, Matthew Guy,
has taken to going on the ABC and saying, ‘I represent
the people of Broadmeadows’. That is great, but I am
going to hold him to account for that. There was
another $15 million there for a government services
building and business catalyst, another vital part of this
bigger strategy. He ended up stipulating in last year’s
budget that this would be taken out of the
Broadmeadows activities centre and redistributed to
others, so I had to shame him in the Herald Sun. I had
to say, ‘Here is a government taking from the poorest
community in order to redistribute it to more
prosperous communities’. This is the reverse Robin
Hood strategy. I say come on down to the guy who
wants to represent the people of Broadmeadows. I had
to shame him in the Herald Sun. He ended up ducking
and weaving and saying, ‘I’ll put the money back in.
Not into this project, but I will put it back in’. I looked
for this $15 million in the budget. Where was it? It was
gone. Where did it go? It went down the railway line to
buy the tainted vote of the member for Frankston, that
is where it has gone.
There was another line item for $1 million to buy land
for the fire brigade, one of the most essential services in
any community. The line in the budget presented to the
Parliament of Victoria states that the government could
not find appropriate land. This is in a suburb called
Broadmeadows. All that has changed with this
government is that it spins faster; it has upped the spin
cycle. There is no vision, and there is still no plan.
Chaos reigns within this Parliament. Those opposite do
not know it is actually their plan on their website. Do
members understand how foolish that makes this
government look? The government puts its political
self-interest ahead of the public interest. That is the
critical point about what has happened.
There is no intellectual proposition about how you
build communities, invest and build economies. This
week in the Parliament we have had the Premier talking
about flowers and the Deputy Premier talking about
cats and dogs and about how we might get a meeting. I
will tell members what has happened. In this
consultation that has been occurring for the last two
years more than $10 million has been burnt by Matthew
Guy as the Minister for Planning. That is the figure that
the City of Hume puts on this. The consultations have
all occurred and the plan is there. All the government
had to do was honour its commitment. That is the issue.
This is a historic proposition in Broadmeadows. This
goes all the way back to the establishment of this
community. It took a royal commission into the failure
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of the former housing commission to expose what went
on, even back to the 1950s. There is a lack of
understanding of what has occurred. In 1999, when Jeff
Kennett was still the Premier, I got involved with the
council to try to establish a safe city task force. We built
something creative. We built the Hume Global
Learning Village. That only came about because Steve
Bracks had become the Premier. We had an enlightened
view from Labor — from Steve Bracks and then John
Brumby — about how you build communities. It was
not just about law and order. We had had enough of
that — enough of bigger police stations, grander
courthouses and more prisons.
Mr Wynne — But no library.
Mr McGUIRE — We did not even have a public
library, as the member for Richmond correctly said.
What did we go about doing? We got the first public
library there, funded by Labor. Here is the emblem of a
strategy for how you develop communities. We started
with the library as the foundation. We wanted to invest
in attitude, education and opportunity, because they are
the attributes that largely determine where we all end
up in life, not bigger police stations, grander
courthouses and more prisons. Then there was a trip to
Silicon Valley to get Microsoft, Intel and Cisco to
become involved in an ideas lab. There are two of these
in the world — one in London and one in Broady. How
often do members see that: New York, London, Paris,
Broadmeadows. That is what we have.
Then other businesspeople got involved. We did the
Visy Cares Learning Centre at Meadow Heights, a new
town centre and the Hume Global Learning Centre at
Craigieburn, the next evolution with funding from the
Australian government. Here is the model of how we
coordinated the three tiers of government, business and
civil society. Here is what we are going to do next. We
are going to open Australia’s first multiversity in
Broadmeadows in a collaboration between Victoria
University, Deakin University and Kangan Institute.
Kangan Institute is critical because it is there for people
who are clever with their hands. It is even more
important now because we need to make the transition
from the jobs that have been lost at the Ford Motor
Company and which will be lost from other
manufacturing companies if we do not get onto this
issue and have a vision and a plan.
We have built a lifelong learning proposition, from
preschool reading, bilingual story time, the mentoring
of computers for free and then the connection to the
multiversity — ‘Here are your certificates for your
blue-collar jobs, and if you want university degrees,
here is how you can get to university’. This is important
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in a community that is the poorest in the state and has
the lowest uptake for the internet and the lowest
completion rate for tertiary education. What did we get
from the government? It gutted funding to Kangan
TAFE. Fifty courses have gone, and more than
1 million contact hours between staff and students have
gone.
With health we are trying to build a super-clinic. We
have got money on the table from the Australian
government, we have got money from Dianella
Community Health Inc. The more than $3 million
needed for the Dianella health service came out of the
pockets of people in Broadmeadows decades ago. This
was their hard-earnt money to try to get a hospital. We
did not get the hospital, but we got the proposition for
the health service.
The Victorian government has no skin in the game; it
has not got $1 on the table. Under the metropolitan
health plan that was slipped out only hours before this
government’s first budget — and in American politics
this is called ‘taking out the trash’ whereby you put out
all the news you do not want to go to and you do not
want to deal with at once — what did we have? In the
government’s own plan — one of the few — there was
the analysis that Melbourne’s north was the area of
greatest need and greatest growth.
Now the Minister for Planning will not intervene in this
issue and stop the bureaucracy that is looking like it
will potentially break this deal. I am calling on Minister
sky-high Guy — who will intervene on property
developments and on behalf of all these other
commercial interests — to get this fixed for the people
of Broadmeadows. Do not break this deal. The least the
government can do, if it is not going to contribute, is to
just get out of the way, and we will take care of it. The
Premier and Deputy Premier of the state have come in
here and said, ‘We’ll offer you a meeting’. Are they
kidding? The deals have been done. The planning is all
done and finished. Bring back the $75 million as your
first proposition — and if I have to keep shaming you, I
will, until this is done — and then we will build our
future in Broadmeadows. Let us see if they can be a
part of it for once.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.
Mr McGUIRE — There is not one — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Wednesday, 29 May 2013

Federal government: performance
Mr WATT (Burwood) — I grieve for the people of
Australia and the people of Victoria. I grieve for the
fact that if the Labor Party had ever found its way, it
seems to have lost it again. I grieve for the fact that the
people of the federal electorate of Chisholm have a
representative in the federal Parliament who clearly has
no idea. She has no idea of what the people of
Chisholm and the people of Australia would consider
are issues and no idea of the wants and needs of the
people of Chisholm.
I grieve for the people of Australia and the people of
Victoria for the losses they have had under the federal
Labor government. I grieve for the people of Victoria
for the $7 billion which will have been lost through
GST revenues over the first four years of our
government. I grieve for the people of Chisholm as the
federal member for Chisholm has come out in the
Waverley Leader and stated that the no. 1 issue she had
heard from a constituent was ending the live export
trade. I have to tell you, if I actually sat in my office and
did nothing, as clearly the federal member for Chisholm
does, if I sat in my office, sat on my hands and never
consulted or never went out and spoke to any of my
residents, which clearly the member for Chisholm does,
then the top three issues in my electorate that I would
come up with might be: no. 1, duck shooting; no. 2,
jumps racing; and no. 3, smoking in outdoor eating
areas.
I get a lot of emails from constituents about these three
issues, but I can tell the house that I know that these are
not the top three issues in the hearts and minds of the
people of Burwood that they think the government
needs to deal with. For the member for Chisholm to
come out and say that live export trade is the no. 1 issue
in her electorate beggars belief. The member for
Chisholm should get off her backside and go out into
her electorate and see what people there believe. When
I am out of this place I get out into my electorate as
much as I can and out into community groups, such as
on Anzac Day and Australia Day — all those things. I
get out there as much as I can.
When I get out there onto train stations I see the Liberal
candidate for Chisholm, John Nguyen, out there every
day doing the work. I get out there and meet him on the
train stations to hear the things that he believes are
important to the people of Chisholm. The federal health
cuts are $368 million over the next three years, and that
was confirmed in this year’s budget. John Nguyen has
said to me that that is something that is biting for the
people of Chisholm. He does not turn say to me, ‘Live
export trade, that’s the big no. 1 thing!’. When I get out
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there and see John doing all the hard work and what
needs to be done, I know that he is connecting with the
electorate of Chisholm. I have seen the federal member
for Chisholm, Anna Burke, twice since Australia Day,
and because she has said to the local paper that the live
export trade is the no. 1 issue in her electorate, I know
she is sitting in her office doing nothing.
There is a good thing. There is one thing she said in the
article in the Waverley Leader I have referred to that I
completely agree with, and that is:
Voters will be happy to know ‘the end is in sight’ …

Luckily for the people of Chisholm the end is in sight
for Anna Burke. If the no. 1 issue for her and the no. 1
issue for the federal government is the live export trade,
then yes, Anna, the end is in sight. It is a good thing for
the people of Chisholm, the people of Victoria and the
people of Australia to know that the end is in sight.
I am not one who predicts, I am not a gambling man,
but I get out into my community and to the nursing
homes, and those in the aged-care sector tell me that
they have just stopped listening to the federal
government. They have decided, ‘We’ll only have to
put up with it for another four months because,
hopefully — we cross our fingers — in four months
time it will all change. In four months time we won’t
have to put up with the rabble. In four months time we
will have a federal government and a federal minister
who actually understand the industry who will consult,
who will listen and who will get things done’.
I grieve for the people of Chisholm because if we do
not get a change in the federal government, they will be
in for a very tough time, as will all the people of
Victoria. They will be in for a tough time because they
will have to put up with an incompetent government
that does not understand the difference between deficit
and surplus and which gets out there and predicts —
not predicts, promises! — ‘In 2012–13 we will have a
surplus. Whoops!’ It turned into a deficit and not just a
little deficit but $19 billion.
The explanation the federal government came up with
for this $19 billion deficit was, ‘But we’ve had a
$17 billion write-down in revenue’. I thought, ‘No, you
have not had a $17 billion cut in revenue. You have
actually had an increase in revenue, but your
expenditure has blown out of all proportion’. When
they say, ‘Oh, but we’ve had a decrease in revenue’, it
beggars belief. Even if I was to believe that they had
had a $17 billion decrease in revenue — which they
have not — they are still $3.5 billion out.
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I am sure the federal Treasurer, Wayne Swan, said we
were going to get a $1.5 billion surplus. He did not just
say that, he promised it, not once, not twice, not three
times but on numerous occasions. Even as late as last
year — I think it was in October or December — he
came out and said, ‘We’re taking the hard decisions to
make sure we actually get this surplus that is so vital,
the surplus that we must have’. What did we get only a
couple of months later? — ‘Whoops. I am about 19, 20,
$21 billion out. Damn. Oh, well, move along. That was
a bit of a mistake. Let’s not worry about that, let’s
progress’.
In the preceding months, from when he was promising
this surplus to when he actually got out and said, ‘Well,
hands up, throw it up in the air. We don’t care anymore,
because you know what? We can’t do this. We can’t
get a surplus. So we will do is just continue to spend
like a drunken sailor’. But in the interim he has gone
out there and created a lot of havoc and a lot of
heartache.
Some $107 million was ripped out of the Victorian
health system halfway through the last financial year.
We had the federal health minister, Tanya Plibersek,
saying, ‘No, we didn’t cut’, but if you look at the
money we got in November and the money we got in
December, you will see that it is less. Federal
government members say, ‘We didn’t cut’, but the
money is actually less. It beggars belief. As I said
earlier, the Victorian government is going to be
punished by the federal government with $368 million
in cuts over the next three years because it wanted to
get a surplus. It should give up the charade. The surplus
has gone. We all know the surplus is gone; we knew it
was gone last year. We knew the surplus was out in the
never-never; it was never going to happen. But the
federal government gets out there, it cuts and it uses the
surplus as an excuse for cutting into services in
Victoria. Look at the $7 billion loss that we in Victoria
have suffered through the federal government cutting,
cutting, cutting. I grieve for the people of Victoria for
all the heartache and pain that they have had to go
through.
I grieve for those in the education sector who have been
led up the garden path. The National Tertiary Education
Union has called for a protest and it has called for the
$2.3 billion in cuts to university and student funding to
be restored. Union president Jeannie Rea said in a
statement:
Sad to say, university staff and students have borne the brunt
of the Gillard government’s broken promises to increase
university funding …
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More than $4 billion has been slashed from higher education
federal budget allocations since 2011. These dumb cuts don’t
make for a smart country …

Members would have to agree with that. We had the
Labor Party here in Victoria talking about the
vocational education and training (VET) sector and
funding for tertiary education, but when the federal
government is out there taking $2.3 billion out of the
university sector, they sit silent — not a word, not a
peep. We have Labor Party members on that side
slopping around and saying, ‘We are going to restore
the model that we had under the previous government’.
If they are going to restore the model for TAFE funding
that we had under the previous government, they
should have a look at the figures: there was
$850 million in the last Labor government budget and
there is over $1.2 billion in this budget. If those
opposite are going to restore funding to TAFE, does
that mean they are actually going to take back the
$350 million or $400 million extra that we have put
into VET sector funding in Victoria? That is what they
have proposed. Those opposite are proposing to take
more money out of education, just as the federal
government has taken money out of the university
sector. I grieve for those people who want to progress
in life and those people who have aspirations. I grieve
because the Labor Party has lost its way.
I turn to the schools in my electorate. I was at a school
the other day and staff talked about the future of
education funding. I will not mention the name of the
school because the staff members I was talking to said
that they did not want to be mentioned. But I will say
that the principal told me that under the federal
government proposals the amount of money his school
would have to charge for students would put it out of
business completely. If you look at the Labor Party and
its view on education, you see that it has a bias against
choice and against Catholic and independent schools.
Looking at just one of the schools in my electorate —
let us say St Michael’s, which has nearly
300 students — if the federal government did not
continue to provide decent funding for this school, what
you would find is that 300 kids would turn up the next
day, walk across the road to Ashburton Primary School,
knock on the door and say to Natalie Nelson, the
principal there, ‘Guess what? We are here to be
educated. Find us some room’. A school that has
500 students would automatically go to 800 students. It
is just not the way we want to go about business. It is
not the way we need to fund education in this state.
This is why I have grave concerns.
I grieve for the people of Victoria, I grieve for those in
my electorate, I grieve for those in the federal Chisholm
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electorate and I grieve for the whole of Australia. If you
look at the federal budget and the fact that the federal
opposition is committed to the east-west link and has
committed to putting funding into this important
project, a nation-building project — one that would not
only be good for the people of Burwood and the people
of Chisholm, alleviating traffic on the Monash Freeway
and also freeing up the Eastern Freeway, but would also
be great for the people of Victoria — and if you look at
the argument that the federal government makes for not
providing funding to the east-west link, it just does not
stack up. The federal government is putting $1.8 billion
into a very similar project, one that is going to bring
traffic from the outer suburbs into Sydney to alleviate
traffic and get rid of a bottleneck. It is providing
$1.8 billion for a similar project in New South Wales,
yet the federal government has the gall to say that it
cannot and will not put money forward for the east-west
link. It is amazing that we have a federal government
and a state opposition that just do not get it. As I said, I
grieve because the Labor Party has lost its way. I grieve
for the workers in Victoria, as the member for
Gembrook mentioned just previously — —
An honourable member — A very good member.
Mr WATT — He is a very good member, a
member who understands what is like to employ
workers and what it is like to get out there and provide
for those people who need a job. Unlike those on the
other side, who sit and carp, I feel for those people; I
grieve for them. I grieve for the people in the building
industry, because once again the federal government
just does not get it.
It removed the Office of the Australian Building and
Construction Commissioner, which was a great
institution set up to make sure that the rule of law was
upheld on building sites, but the federal government
came in and away it went. It just does not get it.
I grieve for the people of Victoria. I grieve for the
people of Australia. I grieve for the people of
Chisholm, who have a member who just does not
understand and does not get it. I grieve for the people in
my electorate.
Motion agreed to.

STATEMENTS ON REPORTS
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
financial and performance outcomes 2011–12
Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — I am pleased to speak
on the 115th Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
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report, which is entitled Report on the 2011–12
Financial and Performance Outcomes. This report was
tabled in this place during the last sitting week. I want
to touch on a few of the key aspects of this important
report and commend it to members, because it provides
great insight into the financial statements and financial
circumstances of the state. To commence my
contribution, I want to quote from the chairman’s
foreword. It says:
I commend this report to the Parliament as a way for
members to better understand both the current economic
circumstances and the government’s response.

The foreword goes on to say:
The intention, however, is not to simply establish what
happened during the year, but also to identify areas where
there may be potential for improved disclosure. The report
suggests a number of areas where additional information in
the budget papers and the annual financial report for the state
would be useful to parliamentarians and the community.

The report contains 18 recommendations, and they are
dealt with. I encourage all members to go back and
review that information.
The report is very well structured, in my view.
Chapter 1 is the introduction. Section 1.2 deals with the
structure and content of the report. Section 1.3 deals
with the scope of the report. Chapter 2 deals with the
overall financial outcomes. It gives a summary of those
and also goes through the various important
components. Chapter 3 deals with the revenue side of
the equation. Chapter 4 deals with borrowings, debt and
liabilities. Chapter 5 deals with output expenditure and
delivery. Chapter 6 is the asset investment section, and
that is an informative one that I will come back to in a
moment. Chapter 7 deals with government responses to
the previous report.
I want to touch on a couple of the key aspects contained
in this report. I want to start off by looking at figure 2.1,
which is an important diagram on page 7. I think it will
be very helpful for all members, particularly those who
do not have a financial background. It lays out in a very
clear way the financial components of the budget and
how they fit together. We have revenue coming in and
expenditure going out. We have assets that we are
funding and other non-cash items, such as depreciation
and so on, and it ends up with our operating surplus and
where that fits into the equation. I encourage members
to have a look at that. It is a very good summary
diagram of the financial structure of the state.
Turning to chapter 6, I want to spend a few moments
looking at the asset investment side of things. The
report notes that the government spent $5.4 billion on
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asset projects during 2011–12, which is quite an
extraordinary amount of investment in anybody’s book.
It shows the level of investment this government is
providing to get involved with the projects that need to
be done within the state of Victoria. It is an outstanding
level of investment, and it is set to continue as the
government manages the state’s economy and budget
responsibly and is therefore able to reinvest in this way
for the benefit of all Victorians.
Turning to page 71, at figure 6.2 we can see asset
provision by major government purpose classifications
and where some of the direct investment that the
government has been involved in goes — some
$3.6 billion. We see the big-ticket items of education,
health, transport and communications. Page 99 gives a
very detailed analysis of the revenue side of the
equation in appendix A3. One of the points I want to
quickly touch on is to look at the comparison between
the budget and actuals for both the revenue and
expenditure sides. We can see that there has been some
extremely accurate budgeting, and that is a great
reflection on the Treasurer and his team, who have put
together the budget and managed the finances of the
state.
This is a very informative report, as I said at the outset.
Appendix A5 goes into output expenditure analysis, but
I do not have time to touch on that at this stage. As I
said, appendix A3 goes into revenue analysis. I want to
pass on my thanks to the committee secretariat and
commend the report to members.

Public Accounts and Estimates Committee:
effective decision making for successful delivery
of significant infrastructure projects
Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — I wish to make a
statement relating to the report of the Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee inquiry into effective
decision making for the successful delivery of
significant infrastructure projects. I refer particularly to
chapter 5, which is on the development, refinement and
enhancement of skills. Page 79 of the report notes that
‘a lack of expertise can increase costs and reduce the
government’s ability to achieve its intended outcomes’.
The inquiry rightly identified one of the key ingredients
for the successful delivery of significant infrastructure
projects as being the specialist expertise required of
good managers within both the government and the
private sectors. Victoria has historically maintained
substantial specialist expertise, but sometimes these
specialist skills can lead to this talent being poached to
work in other jurisdictions with very different legal
systems.
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Take the case of Mr Matthew Joyce, whose expertise in
significant infrastructure projects led him to accept the
highly prestigious job of chief executive officer of the
Dubai Waterfront development, which was slated to be
a new town for some 1.5 million people. His work on
this major piece of infrastructure went horribly wrong.
Mr Joyce was falsely accused of criminal behaviour,
extraordinarily by another Australian company, which
was under investigation for bribery. In January 2009
Mr Joyce attended a meeting with Dubai police. He
was not allowed to leave this meeting and was
incarcerated in solitary confinement at Dubai state
security for seven weeks. He did not see light of day
once in this period. The room was 2 metres by 3 metres,
with no windows or bathroom and a grass mat in the
corner for a bed. When he was finally allowed to see
his wife a month later, he was white, clammy and
weeping, with sores from the cold floor and
malnutrition. Six months after his incarceration,
Mr Joyce, Mr Marcus Lee and others were charged
with bribery offences in relation to a 2007 Dubai
property transaction involving Sunland Group Ltd.
Since his detention in Dubai in 2009 and subsequent
release on house arrest, Matthew has been fighting
criminal charges and civil action in Dubai along with a
parallel civil action in Australia. The Australian
proceedings concluded on 8 June 2012, when the
Supreme Court of Victoria ruled that the case against
Matthew ‘failed in all respects’. The judgement cites
that the evidence of bribery allegations by the
prosecution’s witness was ‘completely unreliable’,
‘increasingly nonsensical’ and ‘cannot be taken as a
reliable witness of truth’. The judge also ordered
Sunland Australia to withdraw its civil claim against
Matthew in Dubai, as it was found to be an ‘abuse of
process and completely vexatious and oppressive’.
Bringing Matthew Joyce home is a matter dear to
everybody who has met him. In this regard I pay tribute
to the elected representatives from both sides of politics
who have worked tirelessly to bring Matthew home,
including Prime Minister Gillard, foreign minister Bob
Carr, Senator Kroger and former Prime Minister
Malcolm Fraser.
I regret to inform the house that shocking new evidence
has arisen of witness tampering that seems to have been
specifically designed to damage the interests of
Mr Joyce. I believe the information provided to this
place is critical to ensuring that justice prevails and that
Mr Joyce comes home. I thank the house for its
indulgence and its shared concern in this matter. I have
here a deed that unequivocally demonstrates the lengths
to which Mr Joyce’s accusers have gone to falsify the
evidence against him, both in Dubai and in Australia. I
seek leave to incorporate the deed into Hansard.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! Has the
Speaker approved the incorporation of this document?
Mr PALLAS — I have spoken to the Speaker and
indicated to him that it was my intention to table the
document. However, I understand that that cannot be
done and that it needs to be incorporated into the
record.
Leave granted. See Speaker’s statement page 54.

Law Reform Committee: sexting
Mr NEWTON-BROWN (Prahran) — If your
teenager has an iPhone, the chances are that much of
their communication with their friends goes on via
Facebook, Snapchat and Instagram. It seems that very
little talking actually goes on with mobile phones these
days. That is probably due to the cost of the calls and
the multitude of fun apps that are available with which
kids can connect socially.
If you wind back 10 years, mobile phones were
primarily used for making voice calls and very few kids
had mobile phones. Certainly those old handsets did not
have the capacity to take photos and disseminate them
quickly and cheaply. The difference now is that your
kids have the equipment to lay down indelible
electronic footprints, footprints that will be with them
for life. Kids are not comprehending the importance of
maintaining their reputations for their future lives.
Going for a job? The first thing an employer will do is
Google your name. Then they will check Facebook and
see what embarrassing photos are there, or even better,
check out the really embarrassing photographs you
have been tagged in by others.
Things get really serious when those pictures of teens
involve nudity. In such cases kids who ‘sext’ pictures of
themselves or others are at risk of being charged with
child pornography offences under current Victorian
law. Say, for example, that a 15-year-old girl
encourages her boyfriend to take a nude ‘selfie’ and
then forwards it on. The person who creates such an
image is liable to be charged with creating child
pornography. Those who receive the image are liable to
be charged with possession of child pornography, even
if the image was unsolicited. There is the potential for
them to be placed on the sex offenders register
following a successful prosecution. Registration means
that you are monitored by the police, and it impacts you
for life. You cannot even buy a car without letting the
police know about it. You have to provide that
information if you are applying to be a volunteer. If you
are going for a job, you may have to divulge it. It has an
enormous impact on people’s lives.
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While this is all very appropriate for a paedophile,
perhaps it is not so appropriate for teenagers caught
doing something a bit stupid with their mobile phones.
It appears that police generally use their discretion in
such a manner that children are not caught up in child
pornography charges when participating in peer-to-peer
sexting. However, the Law Reform Committee
recommended changes to current law, because we do
not believe that it is appropriate for kids to even be at
risk of child pornography charges in circumstances
where they have done nothing more than explore their
sexuality in a risky but age-appropriate manner with
children of a similar age.
In the case of adults sexting between themselves, there
is absolutely nothing illegal about that at the moment.
But irreparable harm is done when intimate images
which are originally shared by consent are then
forwarded on to others. Invariably such images go viral
and there is nothing that can be done to stop further
dissemination once the pictures are out there in the
public domain. Furthermore, there is virtually no
redress available for a victim whose trust has been
breached in this way.
The Law Reform Committee found that the laws that
currently apply to sexting are wholly inadequate to deal
with this recent phenomenon. Current laws do not
recognise that sexting by young people is very different
to the sharing of images by paedophiles. Neither does
the current law adequately recognise the real and
significant harm that is done to people of all ages when
explicit images are shared without consent.
The committee recommended that the Victorian
government introduce amendments to the Crimes Act
1958 to provide defences to child pornography charges
for children and young adults where they are engaged
in lawful sexual activity and a person receiving an
image is no more than two years older than the person
depicted in it. In other words, if the sexual activity
between peers is lawful, it should not be a child
pornography offence to take a picture of that activity.
The committee also recommended that a new offence
for sexting be created to make illegal the distribution of
an intimate image to another person without their
consent. Such an offence being introduced to Victorian
law will make it quite clear to the community that when
intimate images are shared with consent it does not
imply that consent has been given to forward that image
to others. To assist with ameliorating the harm that is
done when an image is released without consent, the
committee has recommended that a digital
communications tribunal be established which would
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be able to make orders requiring websites to remove
images.
This is the last report of the Law Reform Committee.
As chair, I would like to express my gratitude to my
fellow committee members: the members for
Brunswick, Morwell and Ivanhoe, and Mrs Petrovich, a
member for Northern Victoria in the Council. I would
also like to thank the executive: Dr Vaughn Coops,
Amie Gordon and Helen Ross-Soden. The work of the
committee has occurred in an extraordinarily collegiate
manner with all members working collaboratively,
grappling with some very difficult inquiries. The body
of work that the Law Reform Committee has provided
is a very significant contribution to the 57th state
Parliament.

Law Reform Committee: sexting
Ms GARRETT (Brunswick) — As the member for
Prahran has pointed out, we are living in a very unique
period of history where there has been an absolute
explosion of technology and of the use of
communication devices and a rapid advancement in the
capacity of those devices to take images and video.
When I was a 16-year-old girl mobile phones did not
exist. We used to have to use payphones, and we had to
be on time for our appointments. I watch my children
now and they are adept at dealing with iPads, iPhones
and the rest from a very young age.
We are in a sense caught in a trap with young people
where those of us who are their parents and their
educators, along with the law enforcers and those who
make the rules, have little knowledge of what these
communication devices do, how they are used and what
role they play in young people’s lives. In a sense the
committee felt very strongly that this issue had got
away from society in many ways; that children were
using technology in a completely different way with
which we were not au fait, and that perhaps society had
not caught up with the changes.
The committee heard from many different experts,
including academics, police, educators and counsellors.
Most importantly, it heard from young people
themselves about the role of communication devices,
the role that sharing images with each other plays and
the impact that it has on their lives. Two major issues or
themes emerged in relation to where sexting creates
great harm: education for young people and the justice
response. This was primarily in cases where material
was distributed to others without consent, in terms of
the loss of ownership of their digital footprint, the fact
that the image was there for all time and the loss of
control over who could see it and the manner in which
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it was then used. That could cause great harm,
particularly to children but also to adults.
12:30:00

With respect to education, a critical finding of the
committee’s work was that cybersafety and issues of
sexting need to be embedded in school curriculums.
There should not be just a one-off seminar every
quarter or every year, this has to be part of the
education curriculum from primary school on. That
education should deal with what your digital footprint
means, how to protect it, lessons around respect in
relation to the use of these devices and issues around
bullying. The committee found it was critical that that
become part of day-to-day learning and similarly that
parents be involved in that process through the school
system so that they themselves become equipped with
the knowledge needed to know what their children are
doing with their devices and the capacity of those
devices. That was critical. That part of the change in the
way we educate needs to be focused, again, on those
who are transmitting images without consent, because
that, as we have heard, is where the grave harm is
caused.
We also dealt with the issues around justice. Our
findings, particularly finding 7, were that Victorian law
currently does not sufficiently accommodate the intent,
magnitude and range of harms caused by inappropriate
sexting practices. We were very clear about how
important it is that in relation to child pornography the
predators out there using the internet and images on it
are met with the full force of the law but that those laws
do not inappropriately capture young people who are
perhaps going through an experimental phase of their
lives and do not have the evil intent that exists in
relation to child pornography and its predatory nature.
The committee recommended that we create a specific
law around sexting, that we disaggregate issues around
child pornography and young people and that the focus
of the offence be on the intentional distribution of an
intimate image of a person who had consented to share
intimate images with another person but had not
consented to have those images distributed beyond that
person, noting the great harm that could be caused.
As the member for Prahran and chair of the committee
said, this is the Law Reform Committee’s last report,
and it is a shame that this committee has been
abolished. I think it has done some fabulous work, and
it will be missed. I would like to thank my fellow
members of the committee and those who looked after
us so well. We are proud of this report, and we hope
that its ramifications form a great part of Victorian law.
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Law Reform Committee: sexting
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — I rise this afternoon to
speak on the report of the inquiry into sexting by the
Law Reform Committee, of which I am a member. In
terms of the inquiry itself, I guess it is pertinent to point
out the terms of reference for the committee. We
inquired into three primary areas: the incidence,
prevalence and nature of sexting in Victoria; awareness
of and education about sexting and possible social and
legal ramifications; and existing laws and possible law
reforms. Ultimately we made 14 recommendations and
8 findings.
The inquiry was difficult on a number of levels. We
heard many personal stories, some of which related to
the fact that some young people had ended up on the
sex offenders register possibly as a consequence of
sexting activities. We also heard stories about victims
whereby graphic sexual images had been sent without
consent. As we tried to strike a balance in our
deliberations and conclusions we had to factor all that
in, and I think the recommendations and findings we
came up with have struck quite a good balance.
As other members have said, and as I say as the father
of three teenage children, social technology and
communications have evolved substantially. I guess in
terms of the issues we were dealing with we as a
committee have suggested that the current laws may not
have evolved to capture some of the things that can
happen to victims as a result of the non-consensual
sending of images. In some sense it is a bit like bullying
as victims have ended up with some horrific stories,
and we have sought to redress some of those issues.
Recommendation 1 relates to term of reference 1
around the incidence and prevalence of sexting. It is
about making sure that we have a handle on the nature
and extent of sexting. It is pretty hard to make
recommendations if you do not know the entirety of the
matter. Recommendations 2, 3 and 4 in part deal with
term of reference 2 around education, and the issue of
laws that exist with respect to sexting is captured in the
remaining recommendations.
There are two particularly important recommendations.
One is the recommendation to introduce an offence of
non-consensual sexting. That would be where a person
intentionally distributes an intimate image of another
person without their consent. As we all know, the
ramifications of that for the person, the victim, are
absolutely horrendous, and it is important that we
establish a new offence in this regard and send a very
strong message that this should not be endorsed and
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that people need to think twice about sending images if
they do not have consent.
The second recommendation I would like to quickly
speak to is around a defence for minors and young
adults in relation to child pornography offences
provided the person is able to engage in lawful sexual
activity with the person depicted in the image and that
they are not more than two years older than any other
minor depicted in the image. The member for Prahran
talked about child pornography, and we certainly see
the heinous child pornography crimes that are
committed, but we want to have some separation and
reflect the fact that there should be a defence in certain
circumstances.
In conclusion, I thank the member for Prahran for
chairing our committee. I thank also the deputy chair,
the member for Brunswick; the member for Ivanhoe;
Donna Petrovich, a member for Northern Victoria
Region in the other place; executive officer Vaughn,
research officer Amie and administration officer Helen
for their fantastic work on this inquiry.
12:37:30

Law Reform Committee: sexting
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — As a member of the
Law Reform Committee, I am pleased to make a
contribution in relation to our latest inquiry into sexting.
I particularly recall attending cyberbullying and
cybersafety forums in my own electorate of Ivanhoe
and hearing about the issues that parents are grappling
with in the online environment. These days it is not a
giant personal computer in the spare bedroom at home
where you are able to keep an eye on who is using it
and when they are using it. We now have tiny handheld
devices. The mobile telephone is not just a useful safety
device for parents to give to their children when they
are looking for a lift home late at night. They now come
with a 24-hour ticket to the online world that knows no
boundaries except the limits of our own imagination. I
am often reminded of that by my young daughter, Ava,
who turned one on the weekend. If you leave your
phone somewhere she will pick it up and walk around
and put it to her ear. You wonder what these digital
natives will be doing in the years ahead in relation to
technology and understanding the responsibilities that
come with that.
It is also important to think for a moment about the
impetuousness and often the misjudged actions that
sometimes we may have undertaken in our youth — the
things that perhaps are long forgotten and that occurred
for only a moment in time. These days, of course, the
results of those foolish decisions can live on for an
eternity in our online environment. Photographs can be
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taken and statements can be made and the mistakes are
there for all time for people to make assessments. These
misjudgements have led to many people in the
community across the world taking their own lives.
People’s own self-esteem and integrity have been
affected by the harmful effects of sexting and
cyberbullying in general. These are some of the very
serious issues we need to deal with, and that is what we
have considered in putting forward recommendations in
this unanimously agreed report of the Law Reform
Committee.
Lives have been blighted by cyberbullying and sexting
and the misjudgements and mistakes that often young
people can make, and particularly by the more
pernicious individuals who seek to capitalise on them
through the bullying and blackmailing of people right
across the world. That is something that this Parliament
has the ability and capacity to address the community
that it serves, particularly in relation to integrity, and
particularly on matters of sexting there is an
opportunity for ensuring that greater accountability
applies in the online environment in which we operate.
The committee has made a number of
recommendations in its report, and I would like to
cover a couple of those which were referred to in a
statement that has been released today by the chair of
the committee, the member for Prahran, where he
noted:
The committee’s key recommendations are for the Victorian
government to introduce legislation to create an offence for
the distribution of intimate images or video of a person
without consent, and to introduce legislation so that minors
who make or possess sexually explicit images or video of
themselves or their peers cannot be charged with child
pornography offences.

We have gone into quite a lot of detail in relation to
those offences and I think the recommendations are
ones that this Parliament can act on.
We can never completely regulate the online
environment, but it is important that Parliament reflects
the expectations and values of the community that it
serves. We can seek to apply those values as best we
can in the online world but also through education on
the expectation that we have of people in the
community about the way they should behave in and
use that online environment. It is also worth giving
some thought to what the chair’s foreword in the report
says:
The prevalence of sexting within the community points to the
need to educate people, and particularly young people, about
cybersafety and protecting their online selves. All of us also
have a responsibility to determine what we want our new
online social world to be like.

TRANSPORT LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (FOUNDATION TAXI AND HIRE CAR REFORMS) BILL 2013
36

ASSEMBLY PROOF

I would agree with that, and I would add that trying to
bring accountability and our own values to this
technology is also critical. I believe the report does that,
and it is something that we can further act on.
I note the Law Reform Committee has done three
substantial inquiries. One related to access to
information for donor-conceived people, which resulted
in a unanimous report; then there is the sexting report,
which is also a unanimous report of this bipartisan
committee; and there was also a report on access to
justice for people with intellectual disabilities and their
families and carers, which included a minority report
from Labor members.
It is a disappointment to me and a misjudgement by this
government to scrap the Law Reform Committee, given
the work it has done. The bipartisan work that
committees do provides some of the best work that
Parliament does, and it is a shame that the government
has chosen not to continue that work. I also thank those
who have made contributions to this inquiry and the
report: the members for Prahran, Morwell and
Brunswick, Mrs Petrovich, a member for Northern
Victoria Region in the Council; and Dr Vaughn Koops
and his staff for their work in helping us to complete
this report.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! Before we
move on from statements on committee reports, a little
bit of concern has been raised in my mind regarding the
contribution by the member for Tarneit. He asked that a
document be incorporated. Hansard has been asked to
look at whether or not it can be incorporated, and the
Speaker will advise the house later whether Hansard
can incorporate the. It was quite a lengthy document.
I also have some concerns that, although I understand
there has been discussion between the government and
the opposition about the contribution by the member for
Tarneit, a large portion of it did stray away from
anything relating to the committee report, so I will ask
the Speaker also to look at that.

TRANSPORT LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT (FOUNDATION TAXI AND
HIRE CAR REFORMS) BILL 2013
Statement of compatibility
Mr MULDER (Minister for Public Transport)
tabled following statement in accordance with
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act
2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter act), I make this
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statement of compatibility with respect to the Transport
Legislation Amendment (Foundation Taxi and Hire Car
Reforms) Bill 2013.
In my opinion, the Transport Legislation Amendment
(Foundation Taxi and Hire Car Reforms) Bill 2013, as
introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with
the human rights protected by the charter act. I base my
opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The main purposes of the bill are to:
reform the licensing system for taxicabs and hire cars;
amend the object, functions and powers of the Taxi
Services Commission, provide for the appointment of a
chief executive officer and change how its members are
appointed;
move from taxi fares being determined by the minister
to maximum taxi fares being determined by the
Essential Services Commission;
enable the Taxi Services Commission to specify
conditions that certain agreements between taxicab
operators and taxicab drivers are to be taken to contain;
and
empower the Essential Services Commission to
determine the maximum amount of a surcharge that may
be imposed for processing the non-cash payment of taxi
fares and provide remedies to deal with excess
surcharges.
Human rights issues
The right to privacy, freedom of expression and freedom of
movement
Requirement to provide information and documents
Section 13 of the charter act provides that a person has the
right not to have his or her privacy unlawfully or arbitrarily
interfered with.
Section 15 of the charter act protects a person’s right to
freedom of expression, which includes the right not to impart
information. The right to freedom of expression is not
absolute; lawful restrictions reasonably necessary to protect
the rights of other persons, or for the protection of public
order and public health, are permissible under the charter act.
Section 12 of the charter act protects a person’s right to move
freely within Victoria, to enter and leave it, and to choose
where to live.
Clause 49 of the bill inserts a new subdivision 5A into
division 9A of part VI of the Transport (Compliance and
Miscellaneous) Act 1983, which includes a new
section 191YA. New section 191YA provides that the Taxi
Services Commission may require a person accredited under
division 4 who it believes is capable of providing information
or producing documents that may assist it in performing its
functions to provide that information, produce those
documents, or appear before the commission at a time and
place specified. Section 191YA(3) provides that it is an
offence to refuse or fail to comply with such a requirement.
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These provisions may engage the right to privacy (to the
extent that the information or documents may be personal in
nature), freedom of expression (to the extent that a person
may be required to impart information) and freedom of
movement (to the extent that a person may be required to
appear before the commission at a certain time and place).
However, in my view clause 49 is compatible with these
rights.
It is likely that the information sought by the commission will
be commercial rather than personal in nature, and will be
within the ambit of what a person accredited under division 4
may expect to be requested to provide as part of participating
in a regulated industry. To the extent that the right to privacy
may nevertheless be relevant, in my view it is not limited. The
requirement to provide the information will be lawful, in that
the information can only be required under new
section 191YA, which clearly sets out the manner and
circumstances in which information may be required.
Requests must be in writing and confined to information and
documents that may assist the commission in performing its
functions. Persons are not compelled to provide information
or produce documents that are subject to a relevant legal
privilege, or may tend to incriminate the person, and any
information or document produced is not admissible in
evidence against the person in any other proceedings. The
provision is therefore not arbitrary.
To the extent that clause 49 amounts to an interference with
the right to freedom of expression, in my view it falls within
the internal limitations on the right. The requirement to
provide information will be lawful and reasonably necessary
to enable the commission to perform its statutory functions.
Similarly, to the extent that the right to freedom of movement
may be limited by this provision, any such limit is reasonable
and justified under section 7(2) of the charter act. As set out
above, this power is for the purpose of ensuring that the
commission can carry out its statutory functions and is
restricted in its application (both in relation to the persons
who may be required to appear, and the subject matter that
they may be asked about).

Information sharing
Clause 49 inserts a new section 191YD into the Transport
(Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983 that provides that
the Taxi Services Commission may enter into an arrangement
with a relevant agency for the purposes of sharing or
exchanging information held by the commission and the
relevant agency. The information which may be shared in
such an arrangement is limited to the information concerning
investigations, inquiries, law enforcement, assessment of
complaints or any licensing, permit or accreditation matters;
probity assessments and references checks concerning
persons who provide or who propose to provide commercial
passenger vehicle services; any other information affecting
the interests of the users of commercial passenger vehicle
services and any other information of a prescribed kind. It is
likely that at least some of the information which may be
shared under the new section 191YD will include personal
information (for example, reference checks would contain
personal information). However, any disclosure or sharing of
personal information will be lawful, as it will only occur in
the circumstances specified. Further, it will not be arbitrary as
the section only authorises the sharing or exchanging of
information to the extent that it is reasonable necessary to
assist the commission or the relevant agency in the exercise of
functions. Consequently, the new section 191YD does not
limit the right to privacy.
Restrictions on commercial activity
A number of clauses in the bill may involve an interference
with the right to freedom of expression by restricting a
person’s ability to engage in commercial activities, such as
clause 13 (by imposing conditions) and clause 26 (by
empowering the court to grant injunctions following past or
potential contraventions of section 144C of the Transport
(Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983). However, I
consider such limits are reasonably necessary to protect
public order and the rights of others by ensuring that
commercial activity in the taxi industry is undertaken in
compliance with the regulatory regime. These clauses
therefore fall within the internal limitations on the right.

Requirement to declare relevant interests
Right to presumption of innocence
Section 115K of the Transport Integration Act 2010 provides
that a commissioner of the Taxi Services Commission must
declare a relevant pecuniary interest to the minister
immediately after the commissioner becomes aware of the
interest. Clause 36 of the bill substitutes section 115K(1)(a) to
provide that the commissioner must declare a pecuniary
interest in ‘a matter relevant to the regulation of the
commercial passenger vehicle industry’.

Section 25(1) of the charter act provides that a person charged
with a criminal offence has the right to be presumed innocent
until proven guilty according to law. The right is relevant
where a statutory provision shifts the burden of proof on to an
accused in a criminal proceeding, so that the accused is
required to prove matters to establish, or raise evidence to
suggest, that he or she is not guilty of an offence.

To the extent that this requirement limits the right not to
express information, this limitation falls within the internal
limitations on the right. The required declaration is a lawful
requirement that is reasonably necessary to ensure that the
minister has appropriate oversight of the Taxi Services
Commission and that commissioners of the commission do
not have interests which may prevent them from performing
their statutory duties impartially. This in turn protects the
broader public economic order by ensuring that the provision
of taxi services in Victoria is managed and regulated properly.
I therefore consider that this clause is compatible with the
right to freedom of expression. I also consider that this clause
is compatible with the right to privacy, as for these same
reasons, the requirement is neither unlawful nor arbitrary.

Clause 26 inserts a new section 144C into the Transport
(Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983, which makes it
an offence for a person to impose or process a taxi electronic
payment surcharge that exceeds the prescribed amount, or
results in the prescribed amount being exceeded when
combined with another surcharge in respect of the same
transaction. Section 144C(3) provides that a person does not
commit an offence against this provision if the person
presents or points to evidence that suggests a reasonable
possibility that the person did not know, and could not
reasonably be expected to have known, of the other surcharge
in respect of that transaction, and the contrary is not proved
(beyond reasonable doubt) by the prosecution. Clause 26
therefore imposes a reverse evidential burden of proof.
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Clause 30 of the bill inserts a new section 226A into the
Transport (Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983 to
provide that if a body corporate commits an offence against
sections 144C(2) or 144D, an officer of the body corporate
also commits the offence. New section 226A(3) provides that
an officer does not commit the offence if the officer presents
or points to evidence that suggests a reasonable possibility
that the officer exercised due diligence to prevent the
commission of the offence by the body corporate, and the
contrary is not proved (beyond reasonable doubt) but the
prosecution. In determining whether the officer exercised due
diligence, a court may have regard to what the officer knew,
or ought reasonably to have known, about the commission of
the offence; whether or not the officer was in a position of
influence in relation to the commission of the offence; what
steps the officer took, or could reasonably have taken, to
prevent the commission of the offence; and any other relevant
matter.
In my view, neither clause 26 nor 30 limits the right to be
presumed innocent. An accused must simply adduce
evidence; the prosecution will still carry the burden of
proving the elements of the offence (and disproving the
excuse). Further, whether an accused knew about another
surcharge (in relation to clause 26), or exercised the required
level of due diligence in all the circumstances (in relation to
clause 30), will be within that person’s knowledge; and the
corresponding offences reflect the importance of ensuring that
consumers are not charged excessive surcharges.
Consequently, even if clause 26 or 30 was found to limit the
right to be presumed innocent by imposing a reverse
evidential onus, it would be reasonable and justified under
section 7(2) of the charter act.
Conclusion
For the reasons outlined above, I consider that the bill is
compatible with the charter act.
Terry Mulder, MP
Minister for Public Transport

Second reading
Mr MULDER (Minister for Public Transport) — I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

In June 2011, I stood in this place and commenced the
first phase of a complex and challenging reform
process. I did so by introducing the legislation on behalf
of the government which enabled the most
comprehensive inquiry into the taxi industry seen by
this nation — the taxi industry inquiry.
At the time, I said that major reform of the Victorian
taxi industry and its regulatory framework was
desperately needed to arrest the serious ongoing decline
in the standard of taxi services. Professor Fels’s inquiry
has proven my statement to be correct. As Professor
Fels says in the foreword to the final report, the taxi
industry must move away from its current high level of
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protection and restrictive government regulation to an
industry that embraces competition and self-regulation.
Over 18 months, Professor Fels and his expert team
conducted a root-and-branch review of the taxi and hire
car industry, and consulted extensively with the
community, industry and stakeholders. A draft report
titled Customers First — Service, Safety, Choice,
containing extensive recommendations for reform, was
released in May 2012. I tabled the final report of the
Fels inquiry in this place on 12 December 2012. Since
that time, the government has allowed a further period
for public consultation, which has now ended.
Yesterday, the coalition government demonstrated that
it is serious about reform of the taxi and hire car
industry by announcing that it supports Professor Fels’s
key recommendations. This is decisive action.
This bill follows on from that decisive action by taking
the most important of Professor Fels’s
recommendations and implementing them either
immediately or over the course of the remaining six
months of 2013 and into 2014. It also commences the
second phase of the reform process I talked about in
June 2011, and demonstrates the Napthine coalition
government’s commitment to serious reform.
This bill implements these key reforms hand in hand
with legislation already put in place by the government
which created a new industry regulator, the Taxi
Services Commission. The commission assumes the
role of industry regulator on 1 July 2013 and is
responsible for implementing the reforms from that
time and ensuring that the state gets the taxi services it
needs and deserves.
Given the scope of the reforms recommended by
Professor Fels, there will need to be a number of
tranches of legislation introduced over time including a
new taxi and hire car reform bill to implement the
recommendations of the inquiry’s final report.
Taxi regulation in the current statute — the Transport
(Compliance and Miscellaneous) Act 1983 — is dense,
prescriptive and laden with red tape. It is so old in parts
that some provisions can be traced back to the time of
the Great Depression. The new statute will take time to
prepare, as a comprehensive and robust new legislative
framework is required.
The government considers it important, however, that
many of the important foundation aspects of the
reforms are introduced quickly. Accordingly, this bill
provides for the following measures to commence
reform and to get better taxi services sooner.
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Licensing and zoning
The bill provides for the reform of taxi and hire car
licensing and zoning, as recommended by the inquiry,
including new taxi licences being available at any time,
as of right, to approved applicants at a set price.
For example, the annual licence fee in metropolitan
Melbourne will be $22 000 for a normal taxi licence,
$8000 less than the current average licence lease cost of
$30 000 per annum. Annual fees will increase over time
but by 0.5 per cent less than the consumer price index.
As time passes, this will result in a reduction in the real
cost of licences.
Making licences available to those that are willing to
pay set prices will allow new entrants into the industry
and facilitate competition.
The coalition government recognises, however, that in
exceptional circumstances the release of licences and
the introduction of competition could lead to perverse
outcomes.
For this reason, the bill provides that the Taxi Services
Commission must have regard to the interests of
existing and future users of taxi and hire car services
before it decides to issue new licences to operate in
regional or country districts.
For the same reasons, the bill also provides the
commission with power to suspend the release of
licences in the metropolitan and urban zones if it is
satisfied that the number of licenced taxis has become
excessive, is significantly diminishing the financial
viability of industry participants and is not in the
interests of existing and future users of taxicab users in
those zones. This power sunsets after three years as
market conditions will have stabilised significantly by
that point.
Taxi drivers
The bill provides for improvements to taxidriver
engagement and payment through the introduction of
new taxidriver agreements. This ensures a fairer go for
drivers by requiring that they receive at least 55 per
cent of the fare revenue they generate. This is
significantly more than the 48 per cent or 50 per cent
that most currently receive. The Taxi Services
Commission also has power to specify and publish
other mandatory conditions. Offenders, including
company directors, are at risk of large fines for
committing such an offence.
The Taxi Services Commission is not required to
mandate all the terms and conditions of driver
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agreements. On the contrary, it is expected that the
commission will intervene to the minimum extent
required, leaving scope for flexibility and innovation.
Nevertheless, it is recognised that disputes between taxi
operators and drivers may arise from time to time and
that there must be an efficient and effective means of
resolution. The bill therefore provides for dispute
resolution through the small business commissioner and
review by the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal.
Surcharges
The bill also provides a comprehensive set of
provisions to enable the regulation of the fee or charge
added to taxi fares when payment is made through use
of a debit, credit or charge card. The bill provides for
the surcharge on fares to reduce from 10 per cent to
5 per cent. This provides an immediate benefit to
people using taxis — they will pay less if they pay by
card. The Essential Services Commission is also given
power to review and, if necessary, change the 5 percent
cap. This ensures that the cap reflects only the
reasonable cost of accepting and processing
transactions.
The bill makes it an offence to impose a surcharge in
excess of the 5 per cent cap or the level determined by
the ESC. The bill also makes it an offence for the
holder of a taxi licence, taxi operator or driver to enter
into a contract or other arrangement to directly or
indirectly impose a surcharge in excess of the
prescribed amount. A suite of civil and criminal
sanctions and enforcement powers is provided to the
Taxi Services Commission to ensure compliance with
the prescribed surcharge amount.
Taxi Services Commission
Improvements are also made to the charter and powers
of the new Taxi Services Commission to ensure that the
agency can regulate effectively on behalf of the
Victorian community. For example, the commission
retains the powers made available to the Fels inquiry to
compel the disclosure of information by industry parties
about the provision of taxi and hire services they
provide to the community.
Fares
Finally, the bill gives the Essential Services
Commission power to regulate taxi fares. This is a key
recommendation of Professor Fels and ensures that an
independent body oversees fare pricing.
In accordance with the recommendations of the inquiry,
the Essential Services Commission is tasked with
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determining lower off-peak fares and higher peak fares
which will encourage the industry to focus on fulfilling
consumer needs. The Essential Services Commission
also determines flag falls and other fare components.
This will assist to eliminate or minimise the incentive to
refuse short fares or seek airport work in preference to
providing services to people with a disability.
The bill requires that the Essential Services
Commission make an initial taxi fare price
determination within one year of the bill being given
royal assent. By that time, the government also intends
that the price notification scheme recommended by the
inquiry for regional and country districts will be
implemented. This will occur either through further
legislation or by the making of regulations. The
government does not intend to commence the
provisions requiring that drivers receive at least 55 per
cent of the fare revenue they generate until the initial
taxi fare price determination is made and the price
notification scheme is in place. Drivers are provided
certainty, though, because the bill provides explicitly
that the 55 per cent of revenue will start to accrue to
them under their driver agreements within one year of
the bill being given royal assent.
Changes to fare structures and tariff levels are an
important part of this initial package of reforms. The
Essential Services Commission has the skills and
expertise to complete the important work commenced
by the Fels inquiry.
The bill has six parts.
Part 1 provides for preliminary matters such as the
purpose and commencement provisions. Part 6 of the
bill provides for the repeal of the amending act.
Part 2 of the bill contains the licensing and zoning
provisions I have already mentioned.
Part 3 contains the surcharge provisions and the
provisions providing for the new functions of the
Essential Services Commission.
Part 4 provides for the new driver agreement and for
driver agreement dispute resolution by the small
business commissioner and review by the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal.
Part 5 provides for the improved Taxi Services
Commission charter and powers. It also allows the new
commissioners, once they start in their roles, to appoint
a CEO. It also gives the commissioners important
inquiry and evidence-gathering powers.
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Part 6 provides for the repeal of the amending act. The
repeal of this act does not affect the continuing
operation of the amendments made by it.
In conclusion, this bill commits the government to real
reform and real solutions, immediately. The proposals
in this bill and in the other Fels reforms introduced over
the coming months and years, will result in a safer,
fairer and more rewarding job for taxidrivers, a more
viable business for taxi operators, a more accountable
and transparent taxi industry, and a vast improvement
in the quality of taxi services delivered to the Victorian
community.
The bill reflects the coalition government’s
determination towards restoring our once proud taxi
industry after a decade of inaction and regulatory
failure under the previous government.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park).
Debate adjourned until 12 June.

NATIONAL PARKS AMENDMENT
(LEASING POWERS AND OTHER
MATTERS) BILL 2013
Statement of compatibility
Mr R. SMITH (Minister for Environment and
Climate Change) tabled the following statement in
accordance with Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the National Parks
Amendment (Leasing Powers and Other Matters) Bill 2013.
In my opinion, the National Parks Amendment (Leasing
Powers and Other Matters) Bill 2013 (the bill), as introduced
to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with the human
rights protected by the charter act. I base my opinion on the
reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The bill will primarily amend the National Parks Act 1975
(the act) to:
(a) provide that the minister may grant leases (and
associated licences) for terms of up to 99 years over
specified land under the act for a purpose consistent with
the objects of the act;
(b) extend from 50 years to 99 years the maximum term for
which a lease (and, where relevant, an associated
licence) may be granted over certain land in Point
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Nepean and Mount Buffalo national parks and Arthurs
Seat State Park; and
(c) strengthen and modernise several aspects of the
regulation making head of power.
The leasing provisions are accompanied by provisions which
enable the minister to grant in principle approval to the
granting of a longer term lease, to enter into an agreement to
lease and to grant licences associated with a lease.
Human rights issues
Section 12 — Freedom of movement
Section 12 of the charter act provides for the right for every
person to move freely within Victoria and to enter and leave it
and to have the freedom to choose where to live. It includes
the freedom from physical barriers and procedural
impediments.
Clause 8 inserts sections 19G and 19I into the act to enable a
lease to be granted over certain park land for up to 21 years
and, under certain circumstances, for up to 99 years.
Clauses 11, 13 and 16 amend, respectively, section 30AAA
of the act (relating to specific land in Point Nepean National
Park), section 31AA of the act (relating to specific land in
Mount Buffalo National Park) and section 32CA of the act
(relating to land that may be used for the construction and
operation of a chairlift and associated visitor facilities in
Arthurs Seat State Park) to extend the maximum lease term
available under those provisions to 99 years.
The granting of a lease conveys a right to occupy an area to
the exclusion of others in accordance with the terms of the
lease. Granting a lease under the leasing provisions may
therefore limit the right to freedom of movement within areas
over which a lease is granted, but any limitations are justified
under section 7(2) of the charter act.
A maximum lease term of 99 years is being provided in order
to encourage and support private investment in appropriate
tourism developments in parks and other permitted uses in
Mount Buffalo and Point Nepean national parks and Arthurs
Seat State Park, thereby supporting regional and local
economies. A lease is the only suitable way of providing the
required degree of security of tenure for large investments on
public land. When granting a lease, the responsible minister
will need to consider the human rights set out in the charter
act in accordance with his or her obligations under that act.
Any restriction on people’s movements would only be
imposed to the extent necessary to fulfil the purpose of the
lease.
Section 19 — Aboriginal cultural heritage rights
Section 19 of the charter act provides for the rights of
Aboriginal persons to maintain their distinctive spiritual,
material and economic relationship with the land and waters
and other resources with which they have a connection under
traditional laws and customs.
The right is relevant to those provisions of the bill which will
enable the granting of a lease with a maximum term of up to
99 years. For the same reasons as those mentioned above in
relation to section 12 (regarding freedom of movement),
granting a lease under the leasing provisions may limit the
ability of Aboriginal persons to continue to enjoy their
distinct relationship with the land, which may include
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conducting cultural ceremonies or activities within areas over
which a lease is granted, but any limitations are justified
under section 7(2) of the charter act.
As discussed above in relation to section 12, a lease is the
only suitable way of providing the required degree of security
of tenure for large investments on public land. When granting
a lease, the responsible minister will need to consider the
human rights set out in the charter act in accordance with his
or her obligations under that act. In addition, the new and
amended leasing provisions provide that any agreement to
lease and the lease itself must include conditions to protect the
park, including its indigenous values. Matters relating to
traditional owner rights will be considered at the time a lease
is granted.
Section 20 — Property rights
Section 20 of the charter act provides that a person must not
be deprived of his or her property other than in accordance
with law.
Clauses 4 and 9 repeal several of the existing leasing (and
associated licensing) provisions in the act, in particular
sections 19(2) and (3) and sections 29(1) and (2). Clause 19
amends Schedule One AA to the act by inserting clauses 15,
16 and 17. These clauses provide that any existing tenancy
and associated licence or any lease under the relevant
repealed provisions existing immediately before their repeal
continue. Where an existing lease (and a relevant associated
licence) is held by a natural person, the repeal of the leasing
(and associated licensing) provisions will therefore not impact
on any property rights under the charter act.
Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the charter act
because, although the bill may limit the right to freedom of
movement under section 12 and Aboriginal cultural heritage
rights under section 19, any limitations are considered
reasonable and justified under section 7(2) of the charter act.
The Hon Ryan Smith, MP
Minister for Environment and Climate Change

Second reading
Mr R. SMITH (Minister for Environment and
Climate Change) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Unlocking the tourism potential of Victoria’s world
class parks system
Victoria is very fortunate to have a world class system
of national and other parks protected under the National
Parks Act 1975. This is a system of more than
3.4 million hectares that has developed over a period of
more than one hundred years, particularly over the past
40 years as successive governments have legislated to
create parks that protect samples of the diverse natural
environments found on Crown land across the state.
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The sand dunes and salt lakes of the Mallee, the alpine
peaks and rugged ranges of the Victorian Alps, diverse
coastal and marine environments along our southern
shore, remnant native grassland communities in
northern Victoria, and wet forests and rainforests in the
Otways and eastern Victoria — these can all be found
in our parks, and all within a day’s drive of Melbourne.
Our parks contribute significant environmental, social,
cultural and economic benefits to Victoria. Each year
they are host to many visitors — local, interstate and
international — who enjoy the outstanding natural and
cultural attractions of these special places.
The government is committed to developing regional
tourism in Victoria, and it recognises the important role
that nature based tourism can play in this. It believes
that Victoria’s appeal as a nature based tourism
destination can be enhanced by encouraging sensible
and sensitive private sector tourism investment in our
national parks. This will allow more local visitors, as
well as interstate and international travellers, to enjoy
Victoria’s natural beauty and make our national parks
more accessible in a way that encourages their
preservation.
Just as private sector investment has contributed to
enhanced visitor experiences in parks such as Cradle
Mountain Lake-St Clair National Park in Tasmania,
Flinders Ranges National Park in South Australia and
Fiordland National Park in New Zealand, so too can
Victoria benefit from encouraging similar investment in
our national parks.
Unlocking Victorian Tourism — An Inquiry into
Victoria’s Tourism Industry
The National Parks Amendment (Leasing Powers and
Other Matters) Bill 2013 has its genesis in September
2010 when the former government directed the
Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission
(VCEC) to inquire into Victoria’s tourism industry.
VCEC’s final report Unlocking Victorian Tourism —
An Inquiry into Victoria’s Tourism Industry, released in
August 2012, noted that a lack of facilities on or near
national parks diminishes their value to the community
and visitors. While VCEC noted that most tourist
facilities can be located outside national parks, it also
noted that for a small number of facilities that meet the
required environmental credentials, the park is a
superior location.
VCEC recommended that the government remove the
prohibition on private sector investment in tourism
infrastructure in Victoria’s national parks and allow
sensible and sensitive developments in national parks,
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provided they complement environmental, heritage and
other values and generate a net public benefit. It also
recommended increasing the maximum duration of
leases on land managed under the National Parks Act.
The government’s response to the VCEC report
The government supported VCEC’s recommendations
relating to national parks and is committed to reforming
current policy to allow the possibility of appropriate,
environmentally sensitive, private sector tourism
investment in those areas, subject to a range of strong
environmental protections. It also committed to
increasing the maximum lease term for developments
on land managed under the National Parks Act to
99 years.
The government response also committed to
developing guidelines on the approval process as well
as standard terms and conditions for leases in national
parks. In addition, the minister, in considering any
investment proposal, would have regard to the relevant
park management plan and any joint management plan,
the net impact of the tourism investment on the
environment and other values of the park, and the
management of the future financial risks and liabilities
to government.
Guidelines for tourism investment opportunities of
significance in national parks have now been released.
They outline clear principles for considering investment
proposals as well as setting out a transparent process to
guide investors and other parties. The guidelines will
ensure that any new tourism proposals are sensible and
sensitive, demonstrate high environmental standards
and deliver a net public benefit for the community use
of that park.
The government is also seeking expressions of interest
from those who may wish to invest in the future of the
magnificent Quarantine Station in Point Nepean
National Park and it has allocated funding to prepare
the historic Mount Buffalo Chalet for appropriate future
private sector investment.
Providing for private sector investment and longer
lease terms
As part of implementing the government’s response to
the VCEC report, the bill will provide for lease terms of
up to 99 years for appropriate tourism investments in
parks under the National Parks Act. A longer maximum
lease term will provide greater incentive for private
investment and will make Victoria competitive with
other states which provide for longer term leases.

NATIONAL PARKS AMENDMENT (LEASING POWERS AND OTHER MATTERS) BILL 2013
Wednesday, 29 May 2013

ASSEMBLY PROOF

The bill will replace the existing general leasing and
associated licensing powers in section 19 of the
National Parks Act with powers to enable the minister
to grant a lease for an appropriate use or development
for a term of up to 99 years. This will be accompanied
by provisions which enable the minister to enter into
agreements to lease and to grant licences associated
with leases.
Before granting a lease with a term exceeding 21 years,
the minister must be satisfied that the proposed use,
development, improvements or works are substantial
and are of a value which justifies the granting of a
longer term lease, and the granting of the lease is in the
public interest.
13:02:30

The bill will make consequential amendments to the
leasing and licensing powers in the existing provisions
applying specifically to the quarantine station in Point
Nepean National Park, the Mount Buffalo Chalet,
Cresta Valley and Dingo Dell in Mount Buffalo
National Park and the land in Arthurs Seat State Park
that may be used for a chairlift and associated visitor
facilities.
Providing for sensible and sensitive development
The bill includes measures to ensure that any lease
granted reflects the government’s commitment to
sensible and sensitive developments in parks under the
National Parks Act. In particular:
leases cannot be granted over land in parks where
development is clearly not appropriate — in
particular, in wilderness parks and wilderness zones,
remote and natural areas, reference areas, the
designated water supply catchment areas in the Great
Otway, Kinglake and Yarra Ranges national parks,
and natural catchment areas under the Heritage
Rivers Act 1992. In total, these areas cover a little
over one-third of the land protected under the
National Parks Act;
the purpose of any lease granted under the new
general leasing provisions must be consistent with
the objects of the National Parks Act; and
any lease must contain conditions that prevent or
minimise any adverse impacts on the relevant park.
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before granting any lease under the new provisions,
the minister must consult with the National Parks
Advisory Council; and
before granting a longer term lease, the minister
must have given in-principle approval to the leasing
proposal. This may only be given after advertising
the proposal, seeking comment from those who may
be affected by the proposal and taking that comment
into account.
The mandatory public consultation phase will not apply
to the current proposal to replace the chairlift at Arthurs
Seat, where the process to grant a longer term lease is
already under way.
Strengthening the regulation-making head of power
Unrelated to the leasing amendments, the bill will also
strengthen and modernise the regulation-making head
of power in the National Parks Act in relation to three
matters:
creating offences for the owner of an animal found
in a park against the regulations to be guilty of an
offence;
setting aside areas of parks for particular purposes,
and granting or revoking permits relating to
particular activities in parks; and
exempting persons or things from any of the
provisions of the regulations.
Conclusion
This bill will, by enabling sensible and sensitive
tourism developments in our magnificent national and
other parks, increase the opportunities for visitors,
whether local, interstate or from overseas, to enjoy
these special places. In doing so, this will encourage
their long-term protection and will make a significant
contribution to our nature-based tourism industry.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms D’AMBROSIO
(Mill Park).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 12 June.

Providing for transparency and public consultation

Sitting suspended 1.03 p.m. until 2.02 p.m.

The bill includes measures that reflect the government’s
commitment to transparency and to seeking public
feedback on leasing proposals in our parks:

Business interrupted under standing orders.

14:00:00
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Paramedics: workload
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer the Premier to the fact
that ambulance paramedics in Warrnambool, in his
electorate, have taken the extraordinary decision to take
ambulance vehicles home with them when they are not
on duty, so certain are they that they will be recalled as
the only available paramedic in that community, and I
ask: how can any Victorian trust this government to fix
the crisis in Victoria’s ambulance service?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question because the Leader of
the Opposition should understand about ambulance
services. As Minister for Health he presided over the
merger — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the house to come
to order.
Dr NAPTHINE — The former Minister for Health,
now Leader of the Opposition, presided over the
merger of Rural Ambulance Victoria with the
Metropolitan Ambulance Service (MAS), and he
absolutely botched that process. Ambulance Victoria is
still recovering from the mismanagement and the
botched merger between MAS and — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Again I have to get to
my feet and ask for some quiet, some respect for this
house, some respect for the Chair and some respect for
other members in this house. This is question time, not
screaming and yelling time. I ask the house to come to
order.
Dr NAPTHINE — I can advise the house — —
Mr Merlino interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition!
Dr NAPTHINE — I can advise the house that
ambulance funding in the 2013–14 budget is
$662 million. That is 3.4 per cent — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition!
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Dr NAPTHINE — That is a 3.4 per cent increase
on last year, and it is an increase of $120 million, or
17.3 per cent more than when the Leader of the
Opposition was responsible for ambulances in this
state — 17 per cent more — —
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, it is
blatantly obvious to everyone in the chamber that the
Premier is avoiding answering the question that was
asked. The question was about what was happening on
his watch, and we ask you to uphold the standing orders
and ask the Premier to answer the question that was
asked.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Premier to
answer the question.
Dr NAPTHINE — The question was about
ambulances and ambulance resources. Let me tell the
house about ambulances in my electorate of
South-West Coast, of which I am very proud because
there are high-quality ambulance officers working in
Portland, Heywood and Port Fairy in my electorate,
doing a fantastic job. They are highly trained and highly
skilled. I am pleased to advise that since we have been
in government there are now more ambulance officers
in Portland, there are now more ambulance officers in
Warrnambool, a new ambulance station has been
opened in Warrnambool and there is a new stand-alone
mobile intensive care ambulance unit. Just recently we
had the member for Williamstown trying to hawk a
story to the Warrnambool Standard about ambulance
response times in my electorate. That story had to be
withdrawn because he was wrong. Ambulance response
times in Portland and Warrnambool are well below the
standard set by Ambulance Victoria, yet the member
for Williamstown was trying to say that they were well
above. He was simply wrong.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, the
question was not about the member for Williamstown.
The Premier is debating the question and avoiding
answering the question. Respect for the house, Speaker,
goes both ways, and we ask you to uphold the standing
orders and bring the Premier back to answering the
question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I uphold the standing
orders on the basis that the Premier was asked a
question in regard to ambulances within his electorate,
and he was in fact answering that question.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! And the answer was
relevant to the question that was asked.
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Dr NAPTHINE — Only recently I met with
representatives of the ambulance paramedics in my
electorate office in Warrnambool, which I thought was
relevant to the question. I spoke to those paramedics,
and I advised them that I personally and my
government appreciate their professionalism and their
hard work. We appreciate the work that is being done
by those ambulance officers and the responses they are
delivering in terms of saving lives. We have put
additional ambulance officers in my electorate of
South-West Coast. We are providing them with
additional resources, and they are delivering good
outcomes.
Mr Merlino interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition will not be warned again.

East–west link: funding
Ms RYALL (Mitcham) — My question is to the
Premier. Can the Premier advise the house of actions by
the Victorian coalition government in support of the
east–west link project, and is he aware of any other
public endorsements?
14:10:00

Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for Mitcham for her question. She,
like many members in her area, understands the
enormous benefits of the east–west link and that the
decision made in this year’s state budget to announce
funding for stage 1 of the east–west link was an
enormous step forward for Melbourne and for the entire
state of Victoria. East–west link stage 1 will join the
end of the Eastern Freeway — that bottleneck where it
joins Hoddle Street — to CityLink and to the
Tullamarine Freeway with an exit off Elliott Avenue
onto Flemington Road. This project is worth $6 billion
to $8 billion. It will create 3200 jobs, which are really
important for all of Victoria. It will make an enormous
difference to traffic movements and traffic options for
all Melburnians and all Victorians. It will improve
productivity and efficiency in our businesses. It will
improve the quality of life of people who are travelling
on those routes to and from work so they can still get to
work on time, get home much earlier and be home
longer with their families. This project is welcomed by
many people.
The Herald Sun on 8 May said:
This is a nation-building as well as a state-building project.

The Age of 8 May said:
Our state needs generational transformation in its … road
networks …
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…
The east-west link is to be welcomed …

The Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (VECCI) said:
VECCI welcomes this infrastructure-led budget, in particular
the commitment to the first stage of the east–west link.

Infrastructure Partnerships Australia said:
The Napthine government gets full marks for today’s budget
because it tackles waste and uses savings to bring forward the
massive east–west road project …
The east–west link is one of the nation’s most important road
projects. It has been sitting on the shelf since 2008 because of
lack of budget capacity …

The RACV has also welcomed that project. As we have
heard before, the Australian Workers Union welcomes
this project. Former union secretary, Cesar Melhem,
said:
… cutting transport costs is crucial to the survival of the
manufacturing industry.

He said:
Look … this project should go ahead … I call on the Baillieu
government to fast-track the project and I think the state
government need to do something big.

What we have is stage 1 of this project going ahead
with funding through the state government and from the
private sector. I welcome some comments today in the
Herald Sun:
Infrastructure projects such as the east–west link could get
rolling more quickly thanks to a potential $100 billion from
the superannuation sector, former premier Steve Bracks says.

Steve Bracks thinks it is a good idea and Cesar Melhem
thinks it is a good idea, but the Labor opposition is
opposed.
We have been pleased that the federal coalition has
provided $1.5 billion for this project. We are concerned
that the federal Labor government has provided
$1.8 billion for WestConnex in Sydney — a similar
project that has no business case and is a lower priority
for Infrastructure Australia. The federal Labor
government is going to fund that road project in Sydney
and will not put $1.5 billion into east–west stage 1. I
call on the Gillard government to match Tony Abbott’s
commitment of $1.5 billion for this project.

Ambulance services: bed availability
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) — My question is to
the Premier. Earlier this week a Wonthaggi woman
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who suffered a brain haemorrhage was taken to
Monash Medical Centre, where she was forced to lie on
an ambulance stretcher for 2 hours because no bed
could be found. I ask: how can any Victorian trust this
government and this Premier to fix Victoria’s
ambulance crisis?

we are redeveloping the eye and ear hospital, we are
putting more beds in the Frankston Hospital — —

Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question. The question
raised an issue with regard to availability of beds in our
hospital system to take patients who are bought there by
ambulances. That was the nub of the question. I can
advise the house that in our most recent state budget we
have provided a record level of funding for health
services in this state.

The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Pascoe
Vale and the member for Bendigo East.

Mr Andrews interjected.
Dr NAPTHINE — We are all concerned about the
health and welfare of that woman and every other
person in Victoria. In response to the Leader of the
Opposition, we have not cut funding. There have been
no cuts to funding. There has been increased funding
for our ambulance services, and in health services we
are providing a record $14.3 billion, which is
$661 million more than last year and is $2 billion more
than was provided for health and hospitals under the
previous Labor government. It is a 15 per cent increase
on funding since we came to office for health services.
We have also got a $4.8 billion capital infrastructure
spend so that we can build the additional beds we need
for our hospital system. After 11 years of neglect and
mismanagement under the previous Labor
government — —
Mr Noonan — On a point of order, Speaker, I
believe the Premier is debating the question. The
question was about why this woman was forced to wait
on a stretcher for 2 hours.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order. I believe that the Premier was answering the
question.
Dr NAPTHINE — The question went to the
availability of beds in a hospital for people who come
in on ambulances. That is why we made a commitment
to build extra beds in our hospital system, and that is
what we are delivering. We are delivering a record
level of funding for health, a record level of funding for
ambulance services, and we are delivering a
$4.8 billion infrastructure spend at our hospitals.
14:17:30
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We are investing in new beds at the Northern Hospital,
we are investing in new beds at the Box Hill Hospital,
we are developing a new children’s hospital at Monash,

Ms Campbell interjected.
Ms Allan interjected.

Dr NAPTHINE — We are building the Echuca
hospital and the Numurkah hospital. There will be more
beds in the Ballarat hospital and of course the Bendigo
Hospital — $630 million, with an extra 190 beds. So
we are building. We are building more beds, we are
building more health services and we have a record
level of funding to health. We are about delivering and
improving services. The dilemma we have is that while
we are putting more money in and while we are
growing our health services, the federal Labor
government is taking money out.
Honourable members interjecting.
Dr NAPTHINE — It is taking money out. It took
out $107 million last year, forcing bed closures, forcing
cancellation — —
Mr Noonan — On a point of order, Speaker, I still
believe that the Premier is debating the question. This
woman from Wonthaggi deserves some answers. She
just deserves some — —
The SPEAKER — Order! That is not a point of
order. The Premier.
Dr NAPTHINE — As I was saying, we are putting
in more money at a state level, more money for
health — more money for hospitals, investing in new
infrastructure to build extra beds, create more beds and
opportunities, so that we do get a situation — and
indeed I was asked a similar question at the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee hearing recently,
about ambulances at the Northern Hospital — —
Mr Andrews interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition!
Dr NAPTHINE — They had difficulties because
there were not enough beds there, because the Northern
Hospital had been neglected by the Labor government.
But we are spending $25 million on a new emergency
department there and $29 million on more beds. We are
investing in more beds, more services. There is record
funding for health under this government.
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Roads: federal funding
Mr McINTOSH (Kew) — My question is to the
Treasurer. Can the Treasurer advise the house whether
the federal budget of 14 May provided a fair share of
road funding for Victoria?
Mr O’BRIEN (Treasurer) — I thank the member
for Kew for his very important question as to whether
or not Victoria is getting a fair share from the federal
government in relation to road funding. Victoria has a
population share of around 25 per cent in Australia, but
in the recent federal budget Victoria received a share of
Nation Building program funding in 2013–14 of only
11.6 per cent. This compares to a 24 per cent share of
funding for Queensland, and a 45 per cent share for
New South Wales. We have a New South Wales bias in
the funding coming from a Victorian Prime Minister,
and it is appalling.
It is a matter of record that we have sought $1.5 billion
worth of funding from the federal government for the
east–west link project. This will be a major
infrastructure project that will create 3200 jobs in
Victoria. We want to get on with it. We want to create
those jobs, create that economic activity, boost our
productivity and boost our liveability. The last federal
budget had precisely zero dollars in funding for the
east–west link — not a single dollar. As the Premier has
indicated, the federal opposition has committed
$1.5 billion — nothing from the federal Labor
government. We have a New South Wales Liberal
leader who is more committed to supporting a Victorian
infrastructure project than a supposedly Victorian
Labor Prime Minister. What we want to see is fairness.
Honourable members interjecting.

47

That is what makes the support for WestConnex in
western Sydney so interesting, because, and I quote
from the Telegraph of 15 May:
… Mr Albanese put three conditions on the funding of the
WestConnex — the state government must ‘finalise a detailed
business case for assessment by Infrastructure Australia’ …

Apparently you do not need a business case if it is a
western Sydney marginal seat, because they get
$1.8 billion without a business case but Victoria gets
nothing. We get absolutely dudded. You might say,
‘How does Infrastructure Australia rate WestConnex
versus the east–west link?’.
Mr Ryan interjected.
Mr O’BRIEN — Excellent interjection, Deputy
Premier. Infrastructure Australia (IA) has ranked
WestConnex as being early stage — the lowest of the
four priority categories IA has, and a category below
that of the east–west link. So you have $1.8 billion
going from Labor to a western Sydney project — no
business case, the lowest IA ranking possible — and
not one dollar for the east–west link. This is a
government in Canberra which does not care about
Victoria, does not care about jobs and does not care
about infrastructure. They are wrong and they need to
change.

Ambulance services: Geelong
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine) — My question is to the
Premier. Last Friday night there was not a single
ambulance available across the entire Geelong region,
resulting in response times of up to 70 minutes for
multiple code 1 life-threatening cases. Will the Premier
guarantee to the people of Geelong that this outrageous
and dangerous situation will not occur again?

The SPEAKER — Order!
Mr O’BRIEN — There was some significant
funding for road projects in the federal budget.
Mr Foley interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Albert
Park!
Mr O’BRIEN — The federal government
committed $1.8 billion to a major road project in
western Sydney. The federal Minister for Infrastructure
and Transport, Anthony Albanese, was quizzed by
journalists about why he was not supporting the
east–west link. I quote from an article in the Australian:
‘We don’t say that we won’t fund it or we will fund it, we say
give us the business case’, Mr Albanese told reporters on
Sunday.

Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for her question. The issue she
raised is a serious issue, if it is true and accurate.
Unfortunately the Labor Party have not got a good
record of truth and accuracy in the questions that they
have asked.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Mr Speaker, the
Premier has asked the opposition to substantiate its
question. I would like to make available to the house an
article from the — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I would like to hear the
point of order, so let us have some quiet!
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Ms Allan — The Premier has asked the Labor
opposition to substantiate the basis of its question,
which I am happy to do, and provide — —
The SPEAKER — Order!
Ms Allan interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! No, a point of order is
not a — —
Ms Allan interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! A point of order is not an
opportunity for you to add more information to the
question.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! He did not ask for it. So I
would ask you to resume your seat. I have handed out
to everybody in this place today what points of order
are about, what they are for and the way that you
should go about asking them. It is not an opportunity to
make a speech, it is not an opportunity to add further
information, it is not an opportunity to make frivolous
points of order and time-wasting points of order. I just
suggest that each of you have a good look at that. The
Premier.
Dr NAPTHINE — As I was saying — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bendigo East on a point of order.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, under
standing order 145, I would like to table the article from
the Geelong Advertiser that is the basis of the question
asked by the member for Bellarine.
14:27:30

The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order.
Ms Allan — You have got to ask for leave. Can you
ask for leave to be granted?
The SPEAKER — Order! All right. Is leave
granted?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Leave is denied.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! You cannot table
documents during question time.
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Dr NAPTHINE — Yesterday we had a series of
questions from the opposition on an investigation that
was found to be based on inaccuracies, and therefore
we must have some concern about the validity of those
questions. Having said that, the issue raised by the
honourable member for Bellarine is a serious issue, and
we will take it seriously. I will ask Ambulance Victoria
to investigate those claims and provide information to
the honourable member for Bellarine with respect to
them.
But I will say that this is in a context where we as a
government have provided $662 million to Ambulance
Victoria in this budget, which is a 3.4 per cent increase
on the previous year. We are providing more money for
Ambulance Victoria. We have provided a 17 per cent
increase in funding for Ambulance Victoria since we
came to office. We are providing money to Ambulance
Victoria to deliver those important, vital lifesaving
services. Not only are we providing additional funding,
but we are providing additional resources. Indeed we
have been opening ambulance stations at Chelsea,
Knox, Frankston, Cowes, Maffra, Wodonga, Mildura,
Belgrave and Kinglake, and we have funded 24-hour
ambulance stations at Beaufort, Grantville and Wallan.
We have provided $151 million for 340 new ambulance
officers, of whom 310 are paramedics and 30 are
patient transport officers. So we as a government are
taking our responsibilities with regard to ambulances
very seriously. We believe ambulance officers do a
very good job, a very professional job, saving lives.
They are well trained, they are highly skilled and they
are dedicated officers. We are supporting ambulance
officers with record levels of funding, additional
stations, additional resources and additional equipment
so they can do their job. With respect to the question
that was asked — —
Ms Neville — On a point of order, Speaker, I ask
that the Premier be relevant to the question, which was
about a guarantee to Geelong residents.
The SPEAKER — Order! The question was in
regard to ambulances and the availability of
ambulances, and in fact the Premier was explaining the
availability of ambulances. I do not uphold the point of
order.
Dr NAPTHINE — As you say, Speaker, the
availability of ambulances in any area of the state is an
important issue, and it depends on having the resources
that Ambulance Victoria needs to provide those
ambulances. We are providing a record level of
resources, a record level of staffing and a record level
of equipment. With respect to the specific issue that
was raised in relation to a specific time and incident in
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the Geelong and Bellarine area, I will have that
examined by Ambulance Victoria and I will get back to
the member with the details of that particular allegation.

Taxis: reforms
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) — My question is to the
Minister for Public Transport. Can the minister advise
the house about reactions to the Victorian coalition
government’s major reforms to Victoria’s taxi industry?
Mr MULDER (Minister for Public Transport) — I
thank the member for Benambra for his question and
for his interest in public transport and taxis in particular.
Of course yesterday we announced our response to the
Fels inquiry. There is no doubt that wherever you look,
in newspapers across the state we have had an
extraordinary response to what has been a magnificent
raft of reforms to the Victorian taxi industry. The
Victorian Tourism Industry Council stated in a press
release that:
focus on customer service as a priority is positive for visitors
and locals alike.
…
… we support the provision of better in-vehicle information
on fare schedules and the increase in supply of purpose-built,
accessible taxis.
…
The tourism and events industry employs more than
204 000 Victorians and contributes nearly $16 billion to the
state each year.
Improving the visitor experience is essential for Victoria …

And this particular initiative does exactly that. An
Australian Tourism Export Council media release
states:
Reforms to Victoria’s taxi industry announced by the state
government yesterday will provide better services for tourists
and help make Australia a more competitive destination.
These measures, which will improve the quality, capacity and
price of taxi services in Victoria, are a welcome move for
Australia’s tourism industry …

That is, not just Victoria, but Australia’s tourism
industry. A heading in the Australian Financial Review
states ‘Victoria sets a reform pace for the taxi industry
after Fels report’. The article states:
Melbourne taxidriver Abhijeet Singh has been driving for five
years and has leased a licence for … $2900 a month … the
licence and agrees with the decision to make it a mandatory
$22 000.

That will make it easier on him as a driver.
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An article in the Shepparton News headed ‘Taxi fare
change’ quotes Greater Shepparton Taxis operator Rick
Madgwick. He said:
The industry had to have a shake-up. Competition has been
proved to work in Shepparton. It has improved services and
has been good for customers …

According to the Ballarat Courier:
The significant overhaul of the Victorian taxi system
announced by the state government yesterday will go a long
way to fixing issues that have frustrated travellers in the past.

We see article after article completely in support of the
Victorian coalition government’s changes to the
Victorian taxi industry. A headline in the Border Mail
reads ‘Taxi changes welcomed’. The Herald Sun this
morning featured an article headed ‘Driving to a fresh
start’. It reads:
Victoria’s underperforming, anticompetitive taxi industry is to
undergo the most wide-ranging reform in its history.
With the Napthine government’s announcement yesterday,
the big winners will be the travelling public …

It goes on and on. National Disability Services has
congratulated the government on:
… ensuring all taxi meters can ‘talk’ to consumers —
improving access for people who are vision-impaired.

An article in the Age of Wednesday is headed ‘Harder
tests but more pay for drivers’. It goes on and on.
Interestingly enough, the Herald Sun also interviewed a
number of people from Broadmeadows, Mill Park and
Tullamarine who are all in support of our reforms.
There has been only one negative comment made about
this, and that came from a particular individual on
22 November. They said:
Taxi passengers won’t have a better or safer ride if some of
industry reform chief Allan Fels’s proposals are adopted …

Who would that be? Who would be the big knocker?
The headline in the Herald Sun of 22 November was
‘Licence cuts a rank error, says Andrews’. The only
knocker — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will resume
his seat.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! When opposition
members finish interjecting, I will call the member for
Ballarat West.

14:35:00
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Ambulance Victoria: response times
Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West) — My question is to
the Premier. I refer the Premier to the case of a
52-year-old woman from Sebastopol who called an
ambulance at 11.29 a.m. yesterday while suffering
severe facial swelling and head pain. An ambulance
finally arrived at 4.02 p.m. — 4½ hours after she first
called 000. Given the crisis in our ambulance and
hospital services, why should any Victorian trust the
Premier to fix it?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — The member for
Ballarat West raises a serious matter, which I think she
said occurred yesterday. We will certainly have
Ambulance Victoria examine that matter to see the
background to the — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Ballarat
West asked a question. The house should at least have
the courtesy to let the Premier answer it.
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Mr Andrews — It’s not working.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will not be working in a moment. He will
be out of the chamber if he keeps that up.
Dr NAPTHINE — Since we took over from the
former government and the former Minister for Health,
we are providing more money, more staff, more
equipment and more ambulance officers.
We are seeking to address the issue of dropped shifts,
which is an important issue for our ambulance services.
A dropped shift is when a shift is unable to be
resourced and cannot operate because the officer
allocated to operate that shift has either rung in sick or
rung in unavailable. I can advise the house that in the
2012 calendar year there were a total of 1065 dropped
shifts across Victoria, including 45 in the Grampians
region. These are difficult for Ambulance Victoria to
deal with in adequately resourcing the service. That is a
significant — —
Mr Merlino interjected.

Dr NAPTHINE — As I have said, our job as the
government is to provide the resources to Ambulance
Victoria.
Mr Andrews — But you aren’t.
Dr NAPTHINE — The Leader of the Opposition
says we are not, and that is simply wrong. We are
providing $662 million in the budget — a record level
of funding. We have increased the funding by 17 per
cent since we took over from his botched merger of
Rural Ambulance Victoria and the Metropolitan
Ambulance Service. We are delivering ambulance
services across Victoria through Ambulance Victoria
by providing that record level of funding, an increased
resource in terms of equipment, increased staff through
our commitment — —
Ms Knight — On a point of order, Speaker, this is
about relevance. I request that the Premier actually
answer the question on behalf of this woman, who is
entitled to an answer. Reviews are not good
enough — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The point of order was a
matter of relevance, and the answer was relevant to the
question that was asked.
Dr NAPTHINE — As I said, we are providing an
extra $151 million for 340 new ambulance officers,
10 mobile intensive care ambulance units,
310 paramedics and 30 patient transport officers.

The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition!
Dr NAPTHINE — In 2012 there were
1065 dropped shifts across the system.
Ms Knight — On a point of order, Speaker, this
again goes to relevance. This is not giving any
assurance at all to the woman in Sebastopol or
the — —
The SPEAKER — Order! Once again the point of
order was a point of relevance. I believe that the answer
was relevant to the question that was asked.
Dr NAPTHINE — As I was saying, one of the
challenges for Ambulance Victoria is to deliver services
when we have dropped shifts. In 2012 there were
1065 dropped shifts across the whole state over the
whole year. In the period prior to our coming to
government, in the five months — —
Mr Foley interjected.
Questions interrupted.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Albert Park
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Albert
Park can leave the chamber for an hour and a half for
consistently interjecting.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Wednesday, 29 May 2013

ASSEMBLY PROOF

Honourable member for Albert Park withdrew
from chamber.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Ambulance Victoria: response times
Questions resumed.
Mr Merlino — On a point of order, Speaker,
blaming the paramedics is not — —
The SPEAKER — Order! Sit down! That is not a
point of order.
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — As I was saying, there
were 1065 dropped shifts in 12 months under our
government, and in 5 months between January and
May 2012, under the former Minister for Health, there
were 1070 — more dropped shifts in 5 months than we
had in 12 months.
Ms Knight — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Premier is debating the question. I really would like an
answer on behalf of the people of Sebastopol.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order.
Dr NAPTHINE — Ambulance Victoria has
reduced the number of dropped shifts due to the hard
work of the ambulance officers. More staff, more
money and more resources are what we are delivering
to Ambulance Victoria.

Latrobe Valley: government initiatives
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — My question is to the
Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional and Rural
Development. Can the minister update the house on the
coalition government’s action to secure future
industries and jobs in regions facing structural
adjustment challenges, such as those in the Latrobe
Valley, and is he aware of any alternative policies?
Mr RYAN (Minister for Regional and Rural
Development) — I thank the member for his question.
The Latrobe Valley community faces significant
challenges from the commonwealth’s introduction of a
carbon price and its consequent impacts upon that
region’s brown coal power industry. The impacts of the
commonwealth’s action have resulted in uncertainty,
loss of jobs and damage to industry in the Latrobe
Valley region and right through the broader Gippsland
region.
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However, the coalition government is very keen to
secure the economic future of the valley, its businesses
and the working lives of Gippslanders. To this end we
undertook to work with the local governments of
Latrobe city, Baw Baw and Wellington and to work
with the local businesses and the unions within those
organisations. We signed a partnership agreement with
the commonwealth to achieve our mutual ends.
The Latrobe Valley Industry and Employment
Roadmap was announced in mid-2012 as the
government’s long-term, coordinated plan for strategic
investment in industry and jobs growth in the valley.
Under the road map some $30 million has been
provided by our government to support new
investments that are intended to create sustainable job
opportunities, to support innovation and also to support
skills and training solutions. A key component of this
funding is the $15 million Latrobe Valley Industry and
Infrastructure Fund. Out of that fund we have already
invested $5.5 million into a total of 13 projects which
have seen investments totalling $17.1 million and the
creation of 170 jobs.
Only last Friday I was in Drouin and Morwell with the
local members for Narracan and Morwell, two terrific
local members I might say. I was there to announce, in
company with them, two employment-generating
projects which we have supported under the fund. The
first of those was $250 000 provided to Elite Pack for
the purchase of new production equipment, which will
drive an increase in revenue of about $1 million a year.
It will add another eight employees to the company and
is dedicated to assisting them in the furtherance of their
food trading business. The second was to Pinegro
Products in Morwell, where we have provided a further
$250 000 for infrastructure upgrades at their Morwell
compost packaging and distribution centre. That will
provide a further 10 jobs.
A further element of our program has been $10 million
for Skilling the Valley, which is delivering a range of
targeted skills and training supports from 2011 through
to 2014. We are also funding an investment prospectus,
an accelerated business growth program, a Gippsland
apprentices program and industry planning initiatives.
But our efforts in the Latrobe Valley and in the broader
Gippsland region are not limited to that
$30 million-plus of direct support; there is more. In the
recent budget we have invested $16 million in the
Macalister irrigation district, $22.7 million in the
Warragul station upgrade, $7 million in major highway
upgrades and $14 million in improved dairy research
programs.

14:45:00
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The member has asked me about my awareness of
alternative policies. Through that agreement which we
signed with the commonwealth we were very keen to
put aside political differences, and I did so with the then
federal Minister for Regional Australia, Regional
Development and Local Government, Simon Crean.
We wanted to operate with Labor’s clean energy
environment, as it was put to us. It is very disappointing
therefore to see that while the commonwealth had
originally set aside $200 million for a structural
adjustment assistance package in the recent federal
budget it has scrapped it. It has axed that $200 million.
We are calling on the commonwealth to assist us as a
state government and to assist this industry in transition
in the Latrobe Valley.

Ambulance Victoria: response times
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is again to the Premier. Given the crisis in
ambulance services that has been clearly outlined
today, and documents released under FOI that show
without any doubt response times at every single
metropolitan Ambulance Victoria branch blowing out
since this government came to office, I ask the Premier:
how can any Victorian trust this government and this
Premier to fix the crisis in our ambulance service?
Dr NAPTHINE (Premier) — I thank the
honourable member for his question.
Mr Andrews — Very long waiting times. That is
what it is.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition has asked his question. He should listen to
the answer.
Dr NAPTHINE — To get an effective response
through Ambulance Victoria you need to make sure of
a number of things. You need to make sure that
Ambulance Victoria is well managed and has adequate
resources to do its task.
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Honourable member for Monbulk withdrew from
chamber.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Ambulance Victoria: response times
Questions resumed.
Dr NAPTHINE — Ambulance Victoria needs to be
adequately resourced with highly qualified staff, which
they do have. We resource them with a record level of
$662 million. We are providing more funding than was
provided under any previous government, and indeed
17 per cent more than under the previous Labor
government. We are providing additional staff. Indeed
310 — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The house will come to
order. Members in the house should be very much
aware that they do not refer to people in the gallery.
Dr NAPTHINE — We are providing 340 additional
ambulance staff across the state, 310 additional
paramedics and 30 additional transport officers. We
have provided $242 million to halve ambulance
subscriptions for all Victorian families and
communities. The Leader of the Opposition might say
that that is of no help. It certainly helps families who
get the benefits of a lower ambulance subscription. It
certainly provides a greater link between those families
and the ambulance service. Indeed I think most
Victorians would welcome that. They would probably
understand that the Leader of the Opposition is opposed
to a reduction of ambulance subscriptions.
Ms Barker — On a point of order, Speaker, I draw
your attention to standing order 58, ‘Content of
answers’, where it says:
All answers to questions must —
…

Mr Merlino interjected.
Questions interrupted.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Monbulk
The SPEAKER — Order! I warned the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition earlier in the day. He can
leave the chamber for an hour and a half.

(b) not introduce matter extraneous to the question nor
debate the matter to which the question relates.

The issue of ambulance subscriptions is extraneous to
the matter of the question that was asked. I ask that you
bring the Premier back to answering the question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I uphold the member for
Oakleigh’s point of order. I ask the Premier to return to
answering the question.
Dr NAPTHINE — We are providing more
resources for more professional, high-quality
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ambulance officers. We are providing resources for
new ambulance stations and new ambulance equipment
across the state. The other component to delivering
effective ambulance services is having well-funded
hospital services and emergency departments that can
receive the patients as the ambulances bring them in.
That is why we are proud that we are providing a record
level of funding for our hospitals and health services.
There is more funding for our emergency departments
so they can deal with the patients as they are brought in
by the ambulances.
We also understand that to be able to deal with patients
effectively in an emergency department you need to
have beds for them to go into acute services if that is
required. That is why we have a clear policy of
investing in capital works to increase the number of
hospital beds across our state. That is why we are
building additional hospital beds at Box Hill. That is
why we are building additional beds at Frankston. That
is why we are building additional hospital beds at
Geelong. That is why we are building additional
hospital beds at Bendigo. That is why we are
building — —
Ms Barker — On a point of order, Speaker, I draw
your attention to standing order 58, which states::
… not introduce matter extraneous to the question nor debate
the matter to which the question relates.

I believe that is what the Premier is doing, and you
should bring him back to answering the question.
14:52:30

The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the
member’s point of order. The question was in regard to
ambulances and the way they are able to service the
community, and the Premier is talking about hospital
beds and the need for ambulances to be cleared, so I do
not uphold the point of order.
Dr NAPTHINE — It is disappointing that the
member for Oakleigh and indeed the opposition do not
seem to understand the link between ambulances and
hospitals and the need for us to — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Dr NAPTHINE — To have adequate emergency
departments and hospital beds for effective ambulance
services, so that they are not held up — —
Ms Barker — On a point of order, Speaker, I am
entitled to raise a point of order, and that is not an
opportunity for the Premier to attack me for raising a
point of order.
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The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the
member’s point of order.
Dr NAPTHINE — The issue of so-called ramping
is a serious one for Ambulance Victoria in terms of
efficiency of operation, and that is why you need
hospital beds and good emergency departments to
move patients through. That is why we will take an
integrated approach with a record level of funding for
ambulance services, an increased number of staff,
increased equipment, a record level of funding for
health services and a $4.8 billion capital spend for new
hospitals.

Building industry: industrial action
Ms MILLER (Bentleigh) — My question is to the
Minister for Industrial Relations. Can the minister
update the house on actions taken by the coalition
government to tackle unlawful and unproductive
activity on Victoria’s building sites?
Mr CLARK (Minister for Industrial Relations) — I
thank the member for her question. As the honourable
member and the house will be aware, the government
has been taking all opportunities available to it to
ensure, to the fullest extent of our powers, that we have
law-abiding and productive workplaces in the building
and construction industry in Victoria. I can inform the
honourable member and the house that there have been
a number of significant developments in relation to that
industry in recent times.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Kororoit!
Mr CLARK — Last week the Supreme Court
released its decision in relation to contempt of court
proceedings arising from the 10-day blockade of the
Emporium site by the Construction, Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union (CFMEU) in August 2012. His
Honour Justice Canavough found that the union had
been in contempt of court — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! This is the last question
of the day. I would like to hear the answer, and I am
sure other members in the house would also like to hear
the answer, so I ask the house to come to order. It is not
too late for members to be thrown out.
Mr CLARK — His Honour found that the CFMEU
was in contempt of court for failing to comply with
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numerous orders of the court. The parties will
now — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not know whether
members are deaf or what it is, but I just said it was not
too late for members to be thrown out. I want some
order to come back into the house so that we can hear
this last answer.
Mr CLARK — The parties will now proceed to
make submissions to the court about appropriate
penalties in relation to the contempts that have been
found. That decision demonstrates that no organisation
in Victoria can consider itself to be above the law — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Brunswick!
Mr CLARK — regardless of its political or
industrial influence. His Honour found that a contempt
had occurred and that there had been transgressions of
court orders in relation to those offences on a number of
grounds but particularly striking was His Honour’s
reference to an affidavit by Mr McAdam, which he
referred to as unchallenged evidence that he accepted as
to Mr McAdam’s observations about the Emporium
site. These included references to persons carrying
metal bars and flagpoles and to a pamphlet that named
a number of Grocon employees as scabs and contained
a logo of a double barrelled shotgun with a sight and a
crosshair in the bottom right-hand corner. His Honour
said that that pamphlet also contained the words ‘Get
rid of these scabs out of our industry, they will never be
forgotten’.
Unfortunately this links to another recent event. A
leaflet has been circulating — this has been referred to
in a recent media report — that attacks the family of the
head of the construction code compliance unit. It
reveals the numberplate of this officer’s car and details
of his family arrangements. While the CFMEU denied
any involvement with the flyer, it launched an
absolutely despicable and false attack on this
individual. As the Premier said at the time, it is an
absolute disgrace that family members are being
targeted by cowardly grubs like these.
Unfortunately there are a range of other concerning
events occurring in the building and construction
industry. There was a report in the Age of 22 May in
relation to a senior Comanchero and two other
members of the outlaw bikie gang being engaged in a
home invasion of the home of a senior officer of the
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Master Builders Association. Detective Superintendent
Peter de Santo of Victoria Police referred to this person
involved as being a member of the CFMEU. He said he
thought there would be a public perception about the
photograph of this person at a CFMEU rally and that
there was something the union needed to explain in
relation to that.
Of course these matters go back a long time. We had
the current Prime Minister condemn actions such as this
back in 2009 but then failing to take action. Indeed the
Prime Minister is scheduled to visit Trades Hall in
Melbourne tomorrow and address union officials there,
and of course the CFMEU is one of the prominent
members of Trades Hall Council and a prominent
backer of the Victorian Labor Party.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, the
content of the minister’s answer is in no way related to
government administration. The speakers list at Trades
Hall is not a matter of government administration, and I
would ask you to have the minister answer the question
within the confines of the standing orders.
Mr CLARK — On the point of order, Speaker, I am
outlining to the house the context of the issues which
the government is required to address and respond to.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the
member’s point of order.
Mr CLARK — These issues need to be addressed
by the Victorian government because of the chronic
failure of the commonwealth government — indeed its
abject retreat — in terms of standing up to thuggery and
lawlessness on Victorian building sites. The Victorian
government is doing everything it can to address that
situation.
The SPEAKER — Order! The time for questions
has concluded.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Hansard: incorporation of document
The SPEAKER — Order! Earlier today the
member for Tarneit sought leave to incorporate a
document into Hansard. Although the house granted
leave, I had not given my agreement for the document’s
incorporation, as required by the guidelines set out on
page 110 of the current Rulings from the Chair. In
subsequent discussions with the member he has now
requested that the document should not be incorporated.
I have accepted that request. Instead he will seek to
table it by leave tomorrow.
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CATCHMENT AND LAND PROTECTION
AMENDMENT BILL 2013
Statement of compatibility
Mr WALSH (Minister for Water) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Catchment and
Land Protection Amendment Bill 2013.
In my opinion, the Catchment and Land Protection
Amendment Bill 2013, as introduced to the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with the human rights set out in the
charter act. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.
Overview of bill
The bill amends the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994
to:
1.

clarify responsibility for the management of noxious
weeds and pest animals on roadsides;

2.

provide for the introduction of a roadside weed and pest
animal management plan to be prepared by municipal
councils; and

3.

make other minor and technical amendments to the
principal act.

These amendments primarily relate to the powers and
responsibilities of municipal councils rather than the rights
and responsibilities of individuals.
Human rights issues
The bill does not engage any human rights protected under
the charter act. I therefore consider that this bill is compatible
with the charter act.
The Hon. Peter Walsh, MLA
Minister for Agriculture and Food Security

Second reading
Mr WALSH (Minister for Water) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The bill will provide clarity on responsibility for weeds
and pest animal control on roadsides, thus assisting in
wider enforcement programs, and thereby contributing
to an election commitment to improve enforcement.
Roadsides provide a ready means for weeds and pest
animals to spread, both onto the immediately adjoining
land and more widely. In addition, weeds and pest
animals, especially rabbits, can cause significant
damage to the roadsides. Proper management of
infestations on roadsides is therefore essential to
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prevent unacceptable damage to agriculture,
infrastructure and the rural environment.
The Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 had been
generally understood to make the landowners adjoining
local roads responsible for managing most noxious
weeds and established pest animals on roadsides.
Uncertainty arose about this interpretation following
questions raised by the Road Management Act 2004 on
the definition of roads and roadsides and councils’
responsibilities. Current responsibilities for control of
noxious weeds and established pest animals on
municipal roads are unworkably fragmented, with the
Secretary of the Department of Environment and
Primary Industries, municipal council and adjoining
landowner all sometimes having responsibilities,
depending on the category of weed and whether the
particular length of roadside land is Crown land or
vested in the municipal council.
Since 2004, the government has not enforced any
requirement to manage roadside weeds or rabbits on
adjoining land-holders. Instead, the Department of
Primary Industries has provided funding as grants for
councils to voluntarily undertake weed and rabbit
control activity on municipal roadsides. More generous
support was announced in 2012 via a program
administered by the Department of Planning and
Community Development. Reliance on voluntary
participation by councils in control of weeds and pest
animals is not satisfactory as a long-term arrangement,
because effective management requires certainty of
sustained action and because it does not address the
legitimate demand from rural landowners to be told
who is actually responsible for these matters. Lack of
workable arrangements for roadsides has impeded
efforts to enforce proper weed management in problem
areas.
In June 2010, the then Minister for Agriculture
established a Roadside Weeds and Pest Animals
Working Party to conduct an independent review to
identify a consensus position that will provide for
effective and efficient future management of invasive
plants and animals on roadsides. Working party
members were drawn from the Victorian Farmers
Federation, Municipal Association of Victoria, three
rural councils, the Department of Primary Industries
and the former Department of Sustainability and
Environment, now the Department of Environment and
Primary Industries.
The key feature of the working party’s recommended
approach was that municipal councils should be
required to provide some level of weed and rabbit
control on roads that they manage, with the extent of

BORROWING AND INVESTMENT POWERS AMENDMENT BILL 2013
56

ASSEMBLY PROOF

works defined by individual local plans. The intention
was to consolidate management functions by making
the municipal councils solely responsible. This
approach has advantages in improved operational
efficiency, facilitating local community input and
assisting integration with other road management
activities.
The bill makes municipal councils the landowner of
municipal roadsides for the purposes of the Catchment
and Land Protection Act 1994, but allows for their
responsibility to be limited to the preparation and
delivery of a plan for the management of regionally
prohibited weeds, regionally controlled weeds and
established pest animals on rural municipal roads.
Specifically, the bill amends the Catchment and Land
Protection Act 1994 to require (when requested) a
municipal council to prepare and submit to the minister
a plan for the management of regionally prohibited
weeds, regionally controlled weeds, and established
pest animals on rural municipal roads within the
municipal district of that council, if the minister
declares that the municipal district is one to which the
requirement applies.
The program of measures set out in a plan must:
(a) support any weed and pest animal
management programs being undertaken by
landowners in the municipal area; and
(b) protect the infrastructure and environmental
value of roadsides.
An approved plan would prevent any notices being
issued to require municipal councils to undertake
further roadside weed and pest control works. In the
unlikely event that a council failed to carry out the
management specified in its plan, the bill provides for
approval of the plan to be revoked, after which
enforcement measures can be applied in the same way
as for other landowners.
Where ‘the minister’ is referred to, this means the
Minister for Environment and Climate Change or the
Minister for Water, as these ministers are jointly and
severally responsible for the administration of the
Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994.
The bill provides much-needed certainty to an aspect of
weed and pest animal management where there has
been confusion for far too long. The bill recognises the
fact that councils, as the managers of local roads, are
best placed to deliver effective and efficient control on
roadsides. The expectation of what councils will
provide is to be clearly set out in plans that will also
allow councils to plan future years’ work. Above all the
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intention is to match the level of management of
roadside weeds and pest animals to the priorities of the
local community so that the work done by other
landowners is backed up by action on roadsides.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr WYNNE
(Richmond).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 12 June.

BORROWING AND INVESTMENT
POWERS AMENDMENT BILL 2013
Statement of compatibility
Mr O’BRIEN (Treasurer) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006 (charter act), I make this
statement of compatibility with respect to the Borrowing and
Investment Powers Amendment Bill 2013.
In my opinion, the Borrowing and Investment Powers
Amendment Bill 2013, as introduced to the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with the human rights protected by
the charter act. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in
this statement.
Overview of bill
The bill will improve the governance of government business
enterprises under the Borrowing and Investment Powers Act
1987 (the act) by repealing the limits on financial
accommodation imposed on Melbourne Water Corporation
and the State Electricity Commission of Victoria, consistent
with the treatment of other government business enterprises
under the act.
Human rights issues
1.

Human rights protected by the charter act that are
relevant to the bill

The bill does not raise any human rights issues. The bill only
impacts the borrowing operations of Melbourne Water
Corporation and the State Electricity Commission of Victoria.
The bill may result in increased borrowings for the
Melbourne Water Corporation to fund its operations. This
will not impact its day to day activities.
2.

Consideration of reasonable limitations —
section 7(2)

As the bill does not raise any human rights issues, it does not
limit any human rights and therefore it is not necessary to
consider section 7(2) of the charter act.
Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the charter act.
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Hon. Michael O’Brien, MP
Treasurer

Second reading
Mr O’BRIEN (Treasurer) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill will improve the governance of government
business enterprises under the Borrowing and
Investment Powers Act 1987 by repealing the statutory
limits on financial accommodation imposed on
Melbourne Water Corporation and the State Electricity
Commission of Victoria (SECV), consistent with the
treatment of other government business enterprises
under the act.
The current statutory limits under the Borrowing and
Investment Powers Act 1987 are a legacy of the late
1980s and early 1990s when Parliament retained
control over the level of debt for significant government
business enterprises. It was noted by the then Treasurer
in the second-reading speech on an amendment to the
limits on 3 November 1988 that the statutory limits
were to be a temporary arrangement.
Currently, the Melbourne Water Corporation and the
State Electricity Commission of Victoria are the only
government business enterprises which have statutory
limits in the act on the amount of financial
accommodation that may be granted to them.
The Borrowing and Investment Powers Act 1987 does
not impose limits on the amount of financial
accommodation that may be obtained by any other
government business enterprise. Control of financial
accommodation is delegated to the Treasurer and is
now governed through a number of frameworks
including annual borrowing approvals for government
business enterprises exercised by the Treasurer under
the Borrowing and Investment Powers Act 1987;
corporate planning and performance reporting
requirements; and the high-value/high-risk assurance
process, where high-value and/or high-risk projects are
subject to more rigorous scrutiny and approval
processes.
These broader governance arrangements applying to
government business enterprises provide a more
effective means for oversight than a simple legislative
cap on borrowing. Victoria is the only Australian
jurisdiction with any statutory limits still in legislation.
Every other jurisdiction has separate legislation that
empowers the Treasurer to determine appropriate
borrowing limits on its government business
enterprises.
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If the statutory limits are not removed, the Melbourne
Water Corporation’s ability to effectively manage its
financial obligations will be unnecessarily constrained.
This includes the need to meet certain ongoing financial
obligations, such as the next payment due in relation to
the desalination plant lease which is approximately
$53 million.
Therefore the remaining statutory limits in the act are
inconsistent with the strong financial governance
framework which now applies more generally to
government business enterprises. It is timely that these
limits be repealed.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr WYNNE
(Richmond).
Debate adjourned until Wednesday, 12 June.

APPROPRIATION (2013–2014) BILL 2013
Second reading
Debate resumed from 28 May; motion of
Mr O’BRIEN (Treasurer).
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — I wish to continue my
contribution, which I started last night, where I was
outlining the context behind the delivery of this budget.
I wish to make the point that we are in an environment
in which we inherited a situation where in spite of
massive cash income, or flows of income, the previous
government was still spending in excess of its income.
That was being done with a heavy reliance on federal
grants, running up a debt to the state, apparently
thinking it is okay to max out the state’s credit card.
In November 2010 the coalition was elected to
government with some key commitments, which this
budget continues to deliver on. These commitments
include making Victorians feel safe by funding and
employing 1700 extra police and 900-plus protective
services officers, and the tough laws we have seen
introduced into this Parliament are part of that package
we are looking for our police and judiciary to
implement. That includes removal of suspended
sentencing, so that jail means jail; it means tougher bail
conditions, so that bail is realised to be a privilege and
not a right; imposition of minimum sentences for the
serious crimes that have been inflicted upon our
citizens; and tough laws against hoon drivers and
outlaw bikie gangs. In addition, as we heard at the end
of question time today, we are toughening up on
unlawful industrial action by some unions in this state.

15:10:00
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In this budget we have also continued funding
education to record levels, including $200 million
going towards TAFE to help the TAFEs in this case
restructure and approach the delivery of education in a
more businesslike fashion. This $200 million is on top
of a record $1.2 billion contribution for the education of
students, and this is well in excess of the $900 million
that had been allocated by the Labor government in its
last term. Additional measures have also been
implemented to ensure accountability for the
expenditure of public funds and relevance of the
courses being offered to our students. In spite of all the
union-driven noise, these changes are resulting in
improved education opportunities. GOTAFE in my
area has reported a 22 per cent increase in
enrolments — I repeat, a 22 per cent increase in
enrolments in 2012 — with a similar level of
enrolments in 2013.
We have also delivered on fire services levy reform.
We, the coalition government, did what no previous
government was prepared to do, and we have made
sure that the inequitable fire services levy based on
insurance is now property-based, so that everyone who
owns property pays their fair share. This approach to a
fairer, more equitable contribution to our fire services
has been extremely well received in my electorate and
throughout Victoria.
Regional Victorians are also very grateful for the
continuation of the money going towards our roads and
bridges: $160 million over four years is going to our
40 least advantaged shires. That means, in the electorate
of Benalla in particular, each shire is receiving an extra
$1 million a year for road and bridge repairs for the four
years of the term of this government. That is making
amazingly significant improvements in our roads and
bridge infrastructure and taking some of the financial
pressure off our local governments.
There is also of course the $1 billion Regional Growth
Fund, which has received wide acclaim. From this
$1 billion Regional Growth Fund it means that in the
electorate of Benalla around $2 million will be going to
local government infrastructure projects, projects
chosen by local government to better the quality of life
in their communities. In Benalla, for example, that
money has been allocated to a swimming pool and a
library known as the Sir Edward Weary Dunlop
Learning Centre. Other shires have chosen to spend that
money on roads and bridges, but it is up to the shires to
elect how they spend that money.
There is also another $2 million over the four-year
period in the form of the Putting Locals First Fund, and
that has been spent throughout the electorate of Benalla
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with some fantastic outcomes — for example,
investments in the community complex at Avenel, with
$300 000 from that fund supporting investment by local
government and the local community. That project has
been completed to the credit of the contractors and the
local community, and I am very proud to have been a
part of facilitating that.
At Benalla we have a new skate park that our kids
absolutely enjoy 24/7, and again this is an output from
the Putting Locals First Fund. In Benalla we also have
restoration of our town hall, a wonderful old building,
and $300 000 going into it from the Putting Locals First
Fund.
An amount of $300 000 has been provided for the
upgrade of the Bright Art Gallery. I see that the
Minister for the Arts is present in the chamber; she was
with me at Bright Art Gallery about 18 months ago and
gave her strong support for this money. She also
strongly supported the local community by purchasing
a piece of artwork from the art exhibition.
At Dinner Plain we have had $300 000 going towards a
year-round playground facility, and another $60 000
going towards strategic development and planning for
Dinner Plain. At Edi, a small community in King
Valley, $23 000 is going towards a recreation hall, one
of the hubs of activity in that small community. At
Euroa $15 000 is going towards the Australian Show
and Shine, amongst other major projects. At Eildon
$80 000 is going towards the Eildon Heritage Precinct
Project. At Harrietville, one of the communities
affected by the recent severe fires, amongst other
things, $1 million is going towards the
Harrietville–Bright rail trail, which has been extremely
well received by the locals.
At Mansfield, Beolite Village will receive $300 000
towards infrastructure to connect the facilities at that
independent retirement living village with the broader
Mansfield community, so that all of Mansfield can
benefit from the new facilities at the village. I am
pleased to say that the Deputy Premier will be up in my
electorate next week, on 4 June, and he will be opening
this fantastic development in Mansfield.
Mansfield has also been the beneficiary of over
$1 million from the Putting Locals First Fund towards
the upgrade of its recreation reserve, which will be
appreciated not only by young ladies and men who are
participants in netball and football but also by the
broader community, because sporting activities are a
focus of our communities.
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Maindample, a small community near Mansfield, is
receiving $90 000 towards a community park. Mount
Beauty is receiving $25 000 towards an urban design
strategy. Murchison is receiving $80 000 towards a
heritage centre. Moyhu is receiving $20 000 towards
the upgrade of the Moyhu memorial hall. Mystic Park
is receiving $150 000 towards the upgrade of a cycle
track and trails in the Bright area. In Nagambie money
is going into streetscaping after the successful
completion of the bypass there. In all, over $3 million is
going towards making Nagambie an even better place
to call home or visit. Tolmie, a small community
famous for the Tolmie sports, is receiving $75 000
towards tearoom upgrades. The list goes on. Winton,
which h is an absolutely fantastic asset in our area, will
receive $300 000 towards upgrades there.
VicRoads has received funding that has been wisely
spent. With the help of the Minister for Roads, who is
at the table, we have fast-tracked the increase in the
number of truck stops as a result of truck drivers being
concerned about the increase in fatalities and accidents
on the Hume Freeway, particularly in the Benalla area.
The minister came up, listened to the truck drivers and
responded by fast-tracking the delivery of an extra
70 truck parking spots. I am pleased to say that I will be
opening those officially next week.
We have also invested in wire rope barriers on both the
Hume Freeway and the Midland Highway. There has
also been further investment in the sealing of road
shoulders, all of which are measures designed to
improve the safety of travel in the Benalla electorate.
Also, $175 000 will go towards the sealing of a section
of the Jamieson–Woods Point road. This money has
been extremely well received by the local community,
particularly by Irene Poole and Denis Tucker and the
Pooles of the Kevington Hotel — known as the
Kevington Hilton — which is worth visiting if you are
up that way.
My electorate will also be getting its fair share of the
emergency services funding, which includes
$61 million towards Country Fire Authority shed
upgrades and the continuation of emergency service
vehicle grants. We will get our fair share of increased
retrofitting of trucks to make them safer for our
emergency services workers. We will get our fair share
of $12 million, which will go towards the installation of
digital radios in our emergency vehicles. This
government has also enhanced disaster response to
ensure that we can get on with the job quicker and to
make sure that local government bodies, when hit with
a disaster, whether it be flood or fire, can quickly do
some costings and get from the state government 50 per
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cent of the money up front so that they do not run into
cash-flow problems as they manage the disasters.
We now have a much more rapid response in declaring
disasters, such that when the storms and floods came
through a month or so ago communities such as
Harrietville and local government areas such as Benalla
and Strathbogie were recognised as being eligible for
assistance within 24 hours of the storm going through.
That was a fantastic slashing of red tape. While we are
talking about slashing red tape, today we have had the
reopening of the Great Alpine Road. This road was
closed as a result of the fires. Many trees fell over the
road and on top of that there were floods and landslides.
Through the fantastic efforts of VicRoads, the
contractors and with the support of the local
community, the road is now open permanently for the
snow season. That is an absolute credit to the many
people involved, with good support coming from the
local community.
We have also allocated $7 million from the state budget
for the removal of burnt trees — and a lot of red tape
was slashed to allow that to happen. There is also a
budget allocation of $7 million for the upgrade of the
Mount Buffalo Chalet, which is an absolutely
wonderful icon in our area. As it gets upgraded — we
have a day activity centre with a cafe — more and more
people will visit the area. Currently there are about
130 000 visitors a year, and that will get up to a couple
of hundred thousand. We have delivered a responsible,
sound budget that will benefit all Victorians, including
those in the electorate of Benalla.
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — Here we go
again with another state budget and another set of bitter
disappointments and missed opportunities presented by
this Liberal government. Before I get the pitiful efforts
that have been on display in public transport, I want to
first talk about my own community, which I am so
proud to represent in this place. The standout
disappointment in this year’s budget was this
government’s failure to commit to fixing the Chandler
Highway bridge yet again. We have gathered over
4500 signatures calling on the government to commit to
building this project. It is shovel ready, thanks to the
Labor government, which put together the plans and the
costings. All we needed was this government to address
the Chandler Highway bridge once and for all. It causes
problems on the Eastern Freeway, but most worryingly
it remains a safety hazard for the pedestrians and
cyclists who every day face this dangerous pinch
point — and this government simply has nothing to say.
Other important community services have also been
neglected. Health services such as Panch Health
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Service, schools like Thornbury Primary School, which
was set to receive funding under the Labor government;
extra kindergarten services that we need in the area
because our suburbs are very much changing; and so
many other essential services that have simply been
neglected because they are on the wrong side of the
Yarra River.
Turning to public transport, it is true to say that this
Liberal budget has once again delivered next to nothing
for public transport users thanks to our sock puppet of a
minister, the member for Polwarth. I must say that most
of us were thinking that this was third time lucky for
us — that we were actually going to see something in
this budget that would deliver big for public transport
users.
15:25:00

We thought that maybe this year the minister would be
able to convince himself — —
Mr Mulder interjected.
Ms RICHARDSON — I will get to the Frankston
line; I am in fact very keen to talk about the Frankston
line today.
We hoped the minister would convince himself and his
cabinet colleagues that something needed to be done,
something that was not just good for public transport
users but that would be good for relieving congestion
on our roads and ultimately would be good for the state
of Victoria. However, yet again we have seen this
minister fail at the task at hand. Just last weekend I
heard the Premier talking about public transport at the
Liberal love-in, and he said there was a myth going
around about the place that his government does not
care about public transport.
Let me assure the Premier that this is no myth; it is very
real. It is very real for people using our public transport
network. They are saying loud and clear that things are
getting worse on the Liberal government’s watch. It is
very real for those calling for trains, trams or buses to
service their suburbs. In fact those living in
Melbourne’s outer suburbs — the growth corridors of
Melbourne — simply want recognition from this
government that when it comes to public transport their
needs are important and should be addressed. It is
obviously very real for those who are crammed onto
trams, trains and buses and who know that this
government has no plan to deliver the amount of rolling
stock that is needed to meet future demand. It is very
real for those commuters whose trains skip past the
station they were planning to get off at as the train seeks
to meet a timetable deadline rather than meet their
needs.
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The fact that this government does not care at all about
public transport is also very real for those passengers
who are sitting on trains waiting for the timetable to
catch up with their service, because this minister added
time to service timetables in order to meet punctuality
targets. The simple truth is this: there is overwhelming
evidence to support the claim that this Liberal
government has turned its back on commuters. No
amount of pontificating from the Premier, no amount of
ministerial statements claiming the problems are all
solved, in short no amount of sophistry from this
government, is going to change the fact that public
transport is getting worse thanks to this Liberal
government. In fact it is set to deteriorate even further
thanks to pathetic efforts like those we see in this year’s
state budget.
Members should think about the fact that in terms of
overall spending on public transport the
Auditor-General said we needed to spend an additional
$3 billion on new capital projects every year if we are
going to meet expected growth. That is not the figure
over four years; it is $3 billion every year on new
projects. When Labor left office we were spending
$2 billion a year on new capital projects. Obviously we
were $1 billion short of where the Auditor-General
believed the state needed to be. However, the Liberal
government, in all of its budgets to date, has fallen well
short of allocating even $1 billion for new capital
projects. This year’s budget allocates just $700 million
for new projects. What this means of course is that
there is serious trouble ahead for our public transport
network.
A number of examples could be used to demonstrate
the problem of the failure to invest. I want to start on
trains because prior to the last election the then shadow
Minister for Public Transport, now the minister, talked
about delivering 40 new high-capacity trains. We have
not seen any new high-capacity trains. Instead we have
seen just 15 new X’trapolis trains ordered by this
minister. According to Metro Trains Melbourne’s
strategic operations plan, that means we will be
47 trains short of the number we need by 2017. This
minister has ordered 15 new trains when he needs to
order another 47 new trains on top of those if we are
going to meet the 2017 deadline.
Have a look at the Frankston line. I am very pleased
that the minister is drawing attention to the Frankston
line, because not only are the commuters of Frankston
being deceived about the amount of funding they will
benefit from but when you look at where those funds
have come from it is a very sorry tale indeed. The
government made a big announcement before budget
day that it was going to spend $100 million on the
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Frankston line, but when the seal was broken on the
budget papers and all was revealed it was not
$100 million for the Frankston line. In fact only
$10 million will be spent in the next financial year
across three train lines — the Frankston, Werribee and
Williamstown lines. The Frankston line can expect not
$100 million, not even $10 million, but a mere
$3.3 million in the next financial year. It is the financial
equivalent of a lick of paint on a crumbling building,
and the government knows it. That is why government
members were out before budget day talking about
$100 million for the Frankston line.
The budget papers clearly reveal that this was a case of
making it up as you go along, which is typical of the
Liberal minister. When you look at the budget itself it
reveals that the source of this $100 million of funding
for the Frankston line, which has been spruiked by the
government, is actually a cut in maintenance spending.
The government took $100 million from maintenance
spending, said it was for the Frankston line and then
pushed that money out into the never-never. Just
$3.3 million will be spent on the Frankston line in the
next financial year.
In regard to the Melbourne Metro rail tunnel, I know
this confuses the Minister for Public Transport
somewhat. We saw this on display last night when he
was very much confused about this, so let me see if I
can spell it out for the minister just one more time.
Budget day revealed that the minister was going to
allocate $10 million for the Metro rail tunnel, which he
claimed was new money. However, when you have a
look at the budget papers, they show that the
government has taken $10 million out of the
$50 million allocated for planning for the Metro rail
tunnel and claimed it is new money. The budget papers
show that not 1 cent has been spent on the Metro rail
tunnel, not 1 cent.
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deliver, that it claims it is going to deliver, hang off this
particular project, so by mothballing it the government
will not be able to deliver on Rowville, on Doncaster or
on the Tullamarine airport rail link. All of these projects
will fail because the minister will not commit to the
Metro rail tunnel. This is his logic for failing to deliver
to all Victorians.
The plan is now clear: we are going to be let down
gently, I imagine, after the next election. The coalition
will say that it cannot deliver on the Metro rail tunnel
and that it cannot deliver on any rail projects either,
because it is not going to spend a single cent on
delivering this project.
There is one policy that is still going full steam ahead,
and that is a policy that has taken money out of the
Department of Transport, Planning and Local
Infrastructure and out of premium station upgrades. I
can see the minister looking very puzzled by this, but I
think it will all be clear to him in a moment. That
money was funnelled into the Department of Justice,
and that policy, of course, is the protective services
officer (PSO) policy. The trouble is that it is costing
Victorian taxpayers big time. Members should keep in
mind this government’s bold claims that it is the master
of the universe when it comes to managing money. I
ask members to consider this: last year’s budget papers
show that putting toilets on stations was costing
Victorian taxpayers over $260 000 per station. This
year that budget has blown out to over $450 000 per
station. The minister’s defence for this is, ‘You have to
understand that this money includes breakout rooms for
PSOs’. So for $450 000 we get one toilet. For $450 000
we get one additional breakout room. You could build a
house in the growth suburbs of Melbourne for
$450 000, but on the minister’s watch he is going to
build a toilet and a breakout room.

Last night in the adjournment debate I highlighted the
fact that more money has been spent in New Street,
Brighton, that in fact $2 million has been spent in New
Street, Brighton, while not 1 cent has been spent on the
Metro rail tunnel. For the minister’s benefit: you can
allocate money, you can put it on the books, you can
have the figure there on paper, but unless you actually
spend the money you have nothing to show for it. That
is why when the federal government came forward with
its offering for the Metro rail tunnel this government
was caught with its pants down, because it had not done
the work to deliver this project.

The other issue that is worth a mention is level
crossings. I am glad the minister is here today. Last
night he got very confused about the issue of level
crossings, so let me spell it out for him just one more
time. The member for Brighton has, as we know, done
extraordinarily well when it comes to upgrading the
level crossing in Brighton. It is ranked 223 on the
Australian Level Crossing Assessment Model
(ALCAM) list, but it has already had more money
spent on it — not allocated but spent on it — than the
Metro rail tunnel. In fact it has had $2 million spent on
it, but the member for Brighton managed to get another
$2.4 million allocated to this particular crossing.

Why is it that the government is not keen on the Metro
rail tunnel? It is perfectly clear. It is because all of the
other rail projects that the government is going to

The ALCAM list was of course taken down over two
and a half years ago by the Minister for Public
Transport. The minister said at the Public Accounts and
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Estimates Committee hearings just two weeks ago that
he could see no reason why the list is not on the
website. He could see no reason why the new ALCAM
list should not be on the website, yet last night he said
in the house in a kind of confused way —
Mr Mulder — It is not my responsibility to put it
up.
Ms RICHARDSON — that it is not his
responsibility anymore. Two weeks ago he said he
could not see why it should not be there. Now he says
he has nothing to do with the ALCAM list, and he will
do nothing to deliver the ALCAM list onto the website.
When I am talking about level crossings I think the
member for Bentleigh is worthy of a mention because I
had a look at a newsletter she had put out in her
electorate. It was about many, many projects that had
been delivered and that the member for Bentleigh wants
to lay claim to. In particular she was talking about the
level crossing on North Road, Ormond and she said the
project has been delivered. What has in fact been
delivered for this project, as the minister knows, is
money to fix a plan for the project, not money to fix the
level crossing. I might suggest to the member for
Bentleigh that the next time she wants to put out a
newsletter like this, spruiking that this particular level
crossing has been fixed, she might want to stand in
front of the actual level crossing she is talking about
because there were a number of complaints about this
newsletter that was sent out in her electorate. She might
want to think carefully about what she stands in front of
the next time she is going to be doing — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! Is this
relevant to the budget?
Ms RICHARDSON — Yes, because it is
something she put out as part of her budget spruik.
On buses and trams, there is another standout omission
when it comes to this budget — that is, that this
minister has no consideration for buses and trams.
There was scant regard for additional bus services or
additional tram routes, and the promise of new trams,
which was given before the last election, was obviously
not delivered. You would think that having put every
single rail project on the never-never this government
would offer something in their place, but yet again we
see that nothing is going to be delivered when it comes
to buses and trams — nothing!
On rural and regional issues, we have a minister from a
rural constituency and a Premier from a rural
consistency, but they have been caught well short by
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this budget. There is very little indeed in this budget for
those issues.
In conclusion, I say to the Premier, as I said at the start:
it is no myth that this government is failing commuters
and increasing our congestion woes. The Premier does
not have to take my word for it. He should spend some
time going through the recent media clips in respect of
the budget and the issues it has raised. The media clips
are quite consistent: ‘Fail for a $114 billion rail plan’,
‘Time to take train action’, ‘Patrons lose Hope’, ‘Rail
hopes shunted’ and ‘A decent service goes off the rails’.
It is quite a damning — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.
Ms VICTORIA (Minister for the Arts) — I am
really proud to be part of a government that has
delivered this year’s budget, and I am very proud of the
Treasurer and what he has been able to deliver for the
Victorian public. I want to also place on record an
acknowledgement of the hard work the former Premier
and the former Treasurer did in this space to make sure
that we were in a sound financial position to deliver
what we have been able to in this budget. This is a
government which, through very sound financial
planning, is delivering great results for all Victorians.
I want to thank the Minister for Public Transport,
whom I am afraid has just been lambasted for all the
things he has not done. I want to acknowledge all the
things he has done. I am really pleased that he has
allocated $52.3 million as a funding boost for the Metro
Level Crossing Blitz program. I am going to benefit
directly from that in the electorate of Bayswater. People
passing through the electorate of Bayswater are also
going to benefit from the removal of crossings at
Mountain Highway and Scoresby Road. For that, I say,
‘Thank you very much’ to the minister.
This is a bit of a strange one for the people who are
going to take the crossings away because it has not
been done before where there have been two crossings
and railway sidings and maintenance sheds. We have
the whole kit and caboodle, but I am delighted to say
that this was not too much of a challenge for the
Minister for Public Transport. He said, ‘Yes, we are
going to go ahead and do that’. We have our own set of
challenges there, and of course the congestion is
dreadful through there. Sometimes the boom gates get
stuck down. We have recently fixed that, which I am
delighted about as well. It has also been an issue of
safety. We have had deaths at these level crossings, and
I am delighted that we are going to progress the works
that have already been done there. This has been a great
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concern to a lot of people in my electorate, and they are
absolutely delighted and say it is a great relief that we
are going to be able to see some progress.
Of course the benefits of the removal of these crossings
cannot be underestimated for the local traders there,
who have great traffic jams outside their door. People
do not want to stop, because they do not want to get
back into the traffic. It will certainly ease traffic
congestion through there and ease safety issues. I am
also delighted that it will create a better flowthrough for
the trains themselves. Of course since coming to
government we have put 1078 new services onto the
rail network every week, week in, week out. I am so
proud of that. We did not have enough rail services out
on the Belgrave and Lilydale lines, and I am delighted
that we certainly have been able to help out some
people who are in the old zone 3, which of course we
also got rid of and incorporated into zone 2, which is a
far more equitable system.
Of course there are a lot of people who travel by bus,
and we have had some 2000 new bus services put into
place every week since coming to government. That
comes into play at Ringwood railway station, where of
course there is going to be a huge makeover. The
upgrade has been called for for many years and fell on
deaf ears for many years, but there is a $66 million
upgrade that is going to happen at Ringwood. It will be
so much better for people with a disability; the ramps
are so terribly steep. At the moment they are not
compliant with recommendations, so that is going to
change. It is going to be safer, and it is going to be
friendlier. Of course there is also the bus interchange
there, which is why I mentioned those 2000 new bus
services. That is going to be a wonderful addition for
the people in the northern part of the Bayswater district
who use public transport from the Ringwood railway
station precinct.
Of course this investment by the state government has
been a great leveraging point for the people who are
going to be upgrading Eastland Shopping Centre. That
goes into the member for Warrandyte’s area, but of
course a lot of people from my electorate use Eastland
as their local shopping centre. It is a great shopping
centre, but it is going to be better. Queensland
Investment Corporation had ummed and ahhed about
how that was going to be redeveloped over the years,
and, of course, as soon as we put the money on the
table it has now said that it is going ahead.
15:42:30

It is going to create some 2000 new construction jobs
and a further 2000 ongoing retail jobs. A little bit of
investment by the state government — $66 million is
not little; it is substantial — will certainly be a great
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investment in people. As I said, it will create 2000 new
jobs for people in retail, hospitality and service jobs in
the local area, which is something we can be very proud
of.
One thing that will help those who do not travel by
public transport — those of us who use the Eastern
Freeway on a regular basis — will be the east–west
link. I am delighted to say that the Minister for Roads
has invested heavily in this project and has progressed it
to the next stage. If we could get the federal
government to help us out instead of giving preference
to the western suburbs in Sydney — if the Prime
Minister actually thought about what was going on
down here in her home state — we would be creating
over 3000 new jobs with that particular project. Good
on the Victorian government for saying, ‘Yes, we are
going to forge ahead regardless of the fact that the
federal Labor government is not on board’. Of course
members of the federal opposition are on board, and we
wish them well in the September election. We hope to
get this project moving here for all Victorians in the
eastern suburbs.
The Minister for Mental Health has allocated a lot of
money — nearly $15 million, in fact — to operate three
new four-bed psychiatric assessment and planning
units, including one at Eastern Health. This will help
out a lot of people in my area. Mental health awareness
is an incredibly important issue, and the minister has
been working tirelessly to improve awareness and
facilities for those who are in need of such services.
The Minister for Health has allocated an extra
$120 million to boost Victorian hospitals. We need the
vital infrastructure. Recently I have visited my father,
who is in a state hospital trying to recuperate from what
was a very serious condition. I have seen firsthand how
the nurses and doctors operate, and I am delighted that
we are investing in infrastructure to give them the best
equipment to accompany their expertise. I am very
pleased about that.
I also want to touch on my portfolio area of the arts. I
am very proud of what we have been able to deliver to
the arts through this budget. There is $28.9 million in
new funding for the arts this year. This is going to
support a range of initiatives to make sure that we
continue to be innovators and remain at the pinnacle
when it comes to arts cities, not just in Australia but in
this part of the world. I am investing $5.3 million over
two years in a reform suite of arts funding programs,
and that will strengthen the independent arts sector. It is
great for us to be able to invest in some of the larger
institutions, which I will talk about in a moment, but
certainly we need to keep developing the independent
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arts sector to make sure that it is vibrant and renewing
all the time.
Of that, $2.5 million will boost the funding available to
small-to-medium arts organisations. There is
$4.5 million over two years going to the new summer
blockbuster series at the National Gallery of Victoria.
We are calling it Melbourne Now. That will happen
later this year. Of course that rides on the back of the
success of Winter Masterpieces, which over its 10 years
has brought in $320 million to the economy of Victoria.
It is incredibly economically viable as a series, and the
summer blockbuster series will cash in on that,
indicating that we can do this at other times of the year,
not just over winter.
There is also $4 million in asset funding for the gallery.
This is for exhibition renewal, not only at the
international gallery, at St Kilda Road, but also at
Federation Square, making sure that we can present the
very best of exhibitions and that we have the very best
spaces to exhibit them in. There will be a lot more
emphasis on exhibition space that is children friendly so
we can present new initiatives for kids. We are also
putting $5 million into the Arts and Cultural Facilities
Maintenance Fund. That is for capital works at some
20 state-owned arts facilities, including places like the
Heide museum and the Malthouse Theatre. The assets
we are investing in there are together worth $2 billion,
so we have got to make sure that they are in good
condition.
There is also $4 million over two years for
programming at the Arts Centre Melbourne. Again, we
are looking at more family-friendly and low-cost events
as well as main stage performances and regional and
educational programs. There is $3 million over two
years for the State Library of Victoria to build its
organisational capacity so that it is able to deliver an
ambitious new vision there.
A total of nearly $3 million in outputs and assets
funding has been allocated to maintain and upgrade
assets at the Public Record Office Victoria, which is, of
course, the keeper of all things Victorian — our history.
It is important that we make sure that it has the best
possible record-keeping facilities and techniques.
About $250 000 over two years will go to Music
Victoria to continue in the establishment of that peak
body. That funding was only supposed to go for a
couple of years and then it was supposed to be able to
stand on its own two feet. It is doing such good work
that I have decided to continue giving it a helping hand.
It will be given another couple of years to become rock
solid as the peak voice for the live music industry. We
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know that the live music industry contributes some
$500 million a year to the Victorian economy, so it
makes sense to promote the people who are promoting,
developing and championing the live music industry.
We are providing some $88 million in the budget for
the output measure of protecting and promoting
consumer interests. That concerns all of us; we are all
consumers in Victoria. We are enabling Consumer
Affairs Victoria to deliver a comprehensive and
valuable consumer protection service. Included in that
money is some $4.4 million of new funding for the
Office of the Fire Services Levy Monitor, making sure
that Professor Allan Fels as the monitor has all the
resources he needs to ensure that Victorians are not
being ripped off and to make sure that insurance
companies are doing the right thing by removing the
levy when it goes from being insurance based to
property based. We will be funding the operation of his
office. He is overseeing the abolition of the old levy and
Allan ‘big stick’ Fels, as we call him, is out there saying
to the insurance companies, ‘You can’t go ripping off
Victorians and get away with it; I will catch you’.
We have also allocated $5.8 million for the transfer of
financial counselling programs from the gambling
portfolio to better align service delivery. That is
something we thought was very important to bring
in-house. These are just a couple of components. I also
want to talk about what we are doing for consumers
who do not want to have face-to-face counselling. We
offer conciliation, and there are now a lot of people
who want to access the information online. There will
be a lot more commitment to online and financial
counselling services. Lots of money is being invested in
that area, and I am very proud of it.
I also want to talk about women’s affairs, because we
are doing some amazing stuff in the space of women’s
affairs. There is about $7.1 million in this budget for
initiatives in women’s affairs, including over $1 million
for promoting economic participation and leadership
initiatives. There is also funding to make sure that we
fund the Queen Victoria Women’s Centre, which is
such a fabulous resource for so many women and
women’s organisations. They go there for functions.
There are some nine tenants in the centre and it has a
99 per cent occupancy rate, which is a very good
record.
We have also invested in the Rural Women’s Network
to make sure we have funds available to disseminate
information to women in rural and regional areas,
something which has traditionally been done through
the Rural Women’s Network magazine. The former
Minister for Women’s Affairs did a lot of work in this
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space and tried to ascertain whether that is the best way
to disseminate information. We are working on that and
will be making sure that that is refreshed and renewed.
We are also continuing the Victorian Honour Roll of
Women and are investing some $62 000 there to make
sure that women who contribute not only to their
communities but also to society and their fields of
expertise are recognised. There are now 518 women on
the Victorian Women’s Honour Roll. I was pleased that
my first official engagement this year was to induct
20 new women onto the honour roll. I was delighted
that this included people like Betty Amsden, OAM,
who is known as the fairy godmother of the arts here in
Victoria. She is a champion for children’s learning in
the arts and for funding that in a most wonderful and
philanthropic way, and also for working with guide
dogs and that sort of thing. She was one of the
inductees from this year who sticks in my mind.
We have also invested more money to continue with
the women’s scholarships at the Australian Institute of
Company Directors to make sure that women who want
to participate in boards have the best possible
knowledge of how boards operate, can better their
knowledge of what is done on boards and can have the
opportunity to step up onto boards that they thought
they might not have had the ability to participate in.
There is a raft of initiatives we are undertaking in all
areas. I am very proud of what we are doing in the seat
of Bayswater, and I am incredibly proud of what I am
doing in all three of my portfolios. I thank all of the
department heads and staff who have been instrumental
in helping put together the budget for this year. I am
very grateful to the Treasurer for putting forward such a
fantastic budget for the people of Victoria.
Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — It gives me
pleasure to rise and speak on the Appropriation
(2013–2014) Bill 2013, otherwise known as the budget.
The bill provides appropriation authority for payments
from the Consolidated Fund for the ordinary annual
services of the government for the 2013–14 financial
year.
Let me first of all look at the budget the government
brought down a couple of weeks ago on behalf of the
electorate that I represent very proudly and what it
means, particularly in health. For patients at Western
Health, we know that this budget will mean that
patients will not be better off and that due to another of
the health funding cuts by the Napthine government
patients at Western Health will not be placed in a better
position than they were in last year. There are more
cuts, fewer beds and inadequate services, or not
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improved services as they should have been. In this
year’s budget an additional $210 million has been cut
from health funding, taking the total cuts since the
government was elected to $826 million. We in the
west and in Western Health know we cannot trust the
Premier and the Liberal government when it comes to
investing in Western Health.
The state budget has not only failed to repair the
damage done by two years of inertia, inactivity and cuts
to the health system but in fact will make things worse.
Prior to the last election the government promised to
deliver 800 extra hospital beds for Victoria. But this
budget yet again provides no details on the location of
these beds. The sad fact is that, due to two and a half
years of health budget cuts, by June this year there will
be 4493 patients waiting for surgery at the Western
Hospital, which is an increase of 22 per cent in the last
12 months. I say shame on the government. Average
investment in new and upgraded hospital facilities has
slumped by nearly 40 per cent under this government.
That can be compared to what Labor did in terms of
capital programs. Under the Liberals 40 per cent less is
being spent when compared to Labor’s capital program.
The budget papers show that the health system is going
backwards and that it fails in a number of areas that we
should highlight. There are growing waiting lists. We
now have a clear picture of what is going wrong with
the government. It is unable to meet the targets for this
year. It is unable to meet the targets in terms of
ambulance response times. We have heard that during
the course of question time when the opposition has
again and again provided facts in relation to ambulance
response times. The government has also failed in
relation to semi-urgent and non-urgent elective surgery
patients. The government has failed in relation to
emergency department treatment times. Again and
again in question time the opposition has highlighted
these issues and provided clear facts and examples in
relation to these matters. The government fails in
relation to ambulance transfers to emergency
departments, and it fails in relation to mental health
patients being transferred to beds.
Our community is feeling the effects of these savage
cuts, and they deserve better from the government.
Opposition members put that on the record on behalf of
the people we represent in the western suburbs. With a
record 55 000 people waiting for surgery across the
state, our health system is indeed in crisis. The
opposition, through the shadow Minister for Health,
Mr Jennings, a member for South Eastern Metropolitan
Region in the other place, and the member for
Williamstown, day in and day out, week in and week
out highlight the weaknesses, the failures and the
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budget cuts right throughout the state. I commend the
shadow minister’s work. He is doing a good job on
behalf of Victorians. Far from fixing the problems, the
Liberal government has become the problem, failing on
almost every indicator of health care and hospital
service delivery. This budget will do nothing to change
that.
Another important matter to us that relates to health and
the quality of life, particularly in places like the western
suburbs, and to the improvement of those important
health issues and other social issues that concern
families in the west, relates to the abandonment of
funding for soccer clubs and other sporting facilities.
This applies to each and every member in this
Parliament, but especially to us in the western suburbs.
The sports budget has been cut by $35 million —
almost one-third. We in the west are particularly
cognisant of how important these facilities are for the
purpose of sport, for the purpose of entertainment, for
the purpose of education and for the purpose of social
inclusion, giving young kids and men and women in
the west the opportunity to play sport. There are lots
and lots of benefits, and I know that members on both
sides have time and again highlighted how important
this is.
The message from the Derrimut electorate to the
government is that we have been failed. Make no
mistake: people in the west know that. I know people in
the west are informing members of the Liberal Party
and the government that they know that the budget for
sporting facilities such as soccer and football and other
grounds has been slashed in this budget.
16:00:00

Derrimut families have also witnessed the devastating
impact of this government’s cuts to education and the
TAFE sector, and it seems that the next to suffer, as I
indicated, will be sporting facilities. The world game
continues to experience strong growth in our area, and
the government has a responsibility to ensure that clubs
have access to funding to support that growth. It is not
good enough for this do-nothing government to sit on
its hands and not appropriately fund the community
sporting clubs and facilities that are so vital to our
region.
Another important matter is one that unfortunately has
taken a toll and a lot of time. But again, one has to place
this on record. The government may finally provide
some money for planning — but not construction — in
relation to a level crossing that needs to be addressed.
This is in contrast to the Brighton level crossing, which
is 223rd on the level crossing priority list but in a safe
Liberal seat, getting another $2 million. We have
campaigned hard for the improvements to the crossing
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for a number of years, and it is disappointing that funds
will be allocated for planning but not for construction.
Over $450 million has been cut from the public
transport system since the coalition took government. It
is clear that government members are happy to let our
public transport system rot. Public transport patronage
is expected to double in the next 20 years. The
independent Auditor-General has said that the Liberal
government will need to allocate $3 billion every year
to keep up with demand. Just like the last two budgets,
this one comes nowhere near that. Only a quarter of the
required funds have been allocated. We know that the
Minister for Public Transport, who is at the table, reads
the Auditor-General’s reports, and we can only
encourage the government very strongly to listen to the
Auditor-General’s recommendations in relation to what
is regarded to be adequate and appropriate funding of
public transport.
The budget demands billions in new taxes and revenue,
but it makes $1 billion in new cuts. We call it the
Malvern doctrine. The headline project that the
government has talked about is an extremely expensive
one-third of an east–west link for which no-one has
seen or is likely to see the business case. This is an
important business case that the opposition, the media
and indeed the community are entitled to see. We need
to know how the government is going to do this. The
link may or may not have off-ramps into the city, but
the proposal ignores the greatest need, which is for
alternative to the West Gate Freeway on the other side
of the city, which we on the Labor side represent, as
indeed do some members of the government. This is a
desperate attempt by government members to show
their key constituents in the east that they are doing
something, but it is something they have not thought
through. These are important matters that have been
and will continue to be debated in this chamber, and we
will continue to raise them. But let me say more.
What we know of this budget is that it contains
$750 million in fees and fines. What we know of this
budget is that net debt is projected to triple. What we
know of this budget is that employment is expected to
grow by a mere 0.5 per cent in the year 2012–13 but
somehow triple to 1.5 per cent growth in 2013–14. The
east–west link is billed as costing in the order of
$628 billion but booked, as the shadow Treasurer, the
member for Tarneit, correctly identified in his very
eloquent contribution, as ‘to be confirmed’. The budget
simply states that Victorian, commonwealth and private
sector finance will be used and the project will be built
as a public-private partnership, with procurement in late
2013 and commencement in late 2014.
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There is $1.5 billion in cuts, including $1 billion in
so-called savings and $550 million in unspecified
reprioritisations and adjustments. The government has
included in this budget — make no mistake about
this — $209 million in cuts to health, over $69 million
in cuts to education and over $48 million in cuts to
justice, and the story continues in relation to budget
cuts and additional taxes, fines and fees that the
government will impose on Victorian families.
In skills and education the government has cut the trade
bonus, which is the bonus paid to apprentices on
completion of apprenticeships. This will save a paltry
$20 million. The government has cut $69 million from
the education system instead of embracing important
reforms as recommended by the Gonski review. The
story continues in relation to the TAFE sector. Those
opposite have fashioned something called a ‘structural
adjustment fund’, which is money to induce campuses
to merge and to downsize. Only one-fifth of the money
the government took out of the system — only
$5 million this year — is going into capital projects.
Meanwhile campuses are closing in Lilydale, Kyneton
and Greensborough, 2000 staff across TAFE are losing
their jobs and young people are being denied
opportunities.
Make no mistake: the people of Victoria will remember
that budget after budget this do-nothing government is
in the business of punishing Victorians. People will
remember the cuts to TAFE, they will remember the
paramedics. People will remember the things the
government has not done, and they will remember that
the government has not got on with the job in the last
two years. Today we had a clear example provided by
the opposition in relation to waiting times and the lack
of ambulance services and jobs that are important to the
community in crisis situations. It is a real example, and
we hope the Premier looks into it and provides a fair
dinkum report, an honest report, about it. There is a
crisis, and there is no purpose in hiding and not
acknowledging that.
16:07:30
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budget for 2013–14. I would like to begin by
congratulating the Treasurer and the Premier on their
first budget, which is a strong budget that is building on
growth for Victoria. This very responsible budget
builds on the budgets of the former Treasurer, the
member for Scoresby, and the former Premier, the
member for Hawthorn. The Victorian budget is one of
the strongest budgets in the nation, with a surplus of
$225 million. Victoria has retained its AAA rating, and
it is the only state that has a AAA rating.
I will talk about my two portfolios, those of local
government and Aboriginal affairs, and I will talk about
local government first. The coalition government is
continuing its strong support of local government.
Local councils will receive $187.3 million more in
government grants in this budget compared to what we
inherited in Labor’s last budget in 2010–11. Between
2010–11 and 2013–14 total grants and transfers to local
government from the state and federal governments
have increased from $672.2 million to $859.5 million,
which is an increase of 27.9 per cent. This is because of
the Victorian government’s strong financial support of
councils. Recurrent revenue obtained from rates and
charges fell from 69 per cent when we came to
government to 62 per cent in 2011–12. This is a great
result for ratepayers because it means there is less
reliance on rate increases, which is good for families
and Victorian communities.
The extra funding the Victorian government has given
to councils includes the $100 million Local
Government Infrastructure Fund, which is thanks to the
Minister for Regional and Rural Development as it is
part of the $1 billion Regional Growth Fund. We also
have the $160 million Country Roads and Bridges
Fund, and thanks go to the Minister for Public
Transport for his very generous money for councils,
where 40 councils will receive up to $1 million over a
four-year program.

In the western suburbs we now know that in health we
will not be better off, that in TAFE we will not be better
off and that in education we will not be better off.
These are important areas that the government should
have invested in for the future of the state and the
country. A better education system and good
investment in the future are needed. The government
should embrace many of the important Gonski reforms.
In terms of health we will remember that we are worse
off than we were last year under this government.

The 2013 Regional Victoria Living Expo was in
Melbourne recently; 48 councils were given $10 000 to
assist them to come to Melbourne and set up their
presentations. It has been an outstanding success. I have
spoken to councils that have said they have now had a
number of people asking them about their
communities — about the price of land, how many
public schools they have and where the hospitals are —
and actively seeking information, with a view to
relocating. They want to learn more about where in
rural Victoria these places are. This is great news for
small communities and country councils.

Mrs POWELL (Minister for Local Government) —
I am pleased to speak on the Victorian coalition’s

Councils will also get the benefit of the record
$6.1 billion spend on infrastructure. Melbourne
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councils and country councils will get some output
from that $6.1 billion. The government also provides a
number of what are called flying planners. When
smaller councils need planners with expertise, the
government provides planners to the areas that need
extra expertise.
In the area of Aboriginal affairs, I would like to
sincerely congratulate the Minister for Health for the
amount of $61.7 million to improve the health
outcomes and the wellbeing of Aboriginal Victorians.
We all know that to close the gap for Aboriginal
communities we have to put absolute effort into closing
the gap in life expectancy by making sure that people
go to hospitals, that hospitals are culturally sympathetic
to their needs and that all of our community and health
services are also responsive to Aboriginal people.
There are a number of departments that have put money
into projects and initiatives for Aboriginal Victorians.
Aboriginal affairs is a whole-of-government initiative,
which is why the Office of Aboriginal Affairs Victoria
has now been put into the Department of Premier and
Cabinet. This great initiative means that it is a
whole-of-government responsibility and that we will all
take responsibility for Aboriginal affairs.
There was $6.6 million of new funding put in over four
years for the provision of services. Some of that is
$5.1 million over four years for the provision of
services to members of the stolen generations. These
are some of the most vulnerable Australians, people
who were removed as children from their families and
are now grown up. The services for the stolen
generations and their families are delivered by
Connecting Home Ltd, which includes case
management and services as well as healing activities
for stolen generations members and their families. It
had a case list of about 35 members, which has now
increased to about 85 members. Connecting Home
provides information and education services to the
wider community regarding the stolen generations.
Connecting Home also connects people of the stolen
generations to the service providers they need, which is
vitally important. They may need counselling, mental
health help or referrals to help them with drug and
alcohol abuse. There are many services that people
from the stolen generations need to enable them to
move forward with their lives.
The funding will also enable the Koorie Heritage Trust
to continue to work with Aboriginal people to access
their family histories through the Koorie Family
History Service. The Koorie Heritage Trust now has
about 500 active cases. I recently visited the Koorie
Heritage Trust, and I was given a presentation on how
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complex it is to trace someone’s family history. We
were given a recent example, with the Aboriginal
person’s consent, where it took three years to trace back
through their family history. As each person on their
family tree was unearthed, they had to come to grips
with the lifestyle that person had had. In some instances
they found out that their auntie, grandfather or
grandmother was a person from a stolen generation,
and they then had to understand the implications for
those people and what it meant to their family and to
them.
It is important that we make sure that people and their
families get the support they need to enable them to
move on with their lives. To hear that someone had
waited three years because of the complexity of tracing
their ancestors — not only that but actually unearthing
some of the challenges those people had been
through — and to hear stories from a number of
Aboriginal people, when they put their stories on show,
was really challenging. It is important that we make
sure we do everything we can for the people of the
stolen generations and for Aboriginal communities and
families.
Part of the $6.6 million of funding is $1.5 million to
build the capacity of Victoria’s registered Aboriginal
parties, or RAPs, as they are known. This is to help
them meet their statutory obligations under the
Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 and to assist them in
improving Aboriginal cultural heritage protection. It is
important that the registered Aboriginal parties, which
are chosen by the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage
Council, are supported in having the skills and expertise
to work with developers and councils to make sure they
can identify Aboriginal cultural heritage and put in
place protection for generations to come. We have a
large number of items on the Aboriginal heritage
register, and it is important that we do that for all
Australians. There are currently nine RAPs in Victoria
that cover about 62 per cent of the state, so we still need
to establish more RAPs, and we are continuing to do
that.
The funding that we have provided includes the Right
People for Country project, which is vitally important
in assisting mediation and dispute resolution where
there are disputes about membership of the RAPs or
about the boundaries. Some of those disputes were
identified in the parliamentary inquiry into registered
Aboriginal parties.
I commend the members of that all-party committee for
the work they did with the Registered Aboriginal
Parties (RAPs), the councils and Indigenous owners,
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the sensitivities that they worked through and the
recommendations they put to the government.
In the time I have I would like to talk about the issues
around my own electorate as the member for
Shepparton. This budget is a great budget for rural and
regional Victoria. It allows for investment in our rural
and regional areas. One of the major things that I know
a number of my constituents have been really pleased
about is the establishment of the fire services levy. On
calculations based on the average capital improved
property value in Shepparton, which is almost
$256 000, the fire services levy will be $130. That is
compared to an estimated $226 for 2011–12, so it is a
fairly strong reduction. It makes it much fairer because
everybody who owns property will have to pay that
levy.
There was also $2.5 million allocated for essential
works at the Shepparton court. There are some issues
around the Magistrates Court and we need to make sure
that hearings can continue while we are working out,
through the concept plan, the development of the
Shepparton court, which is still a high priority for this
government. The Attorney-General has visited the
Shepparton court a number of times. He has spoken to
the staff, the users and the stakeholders, and it is still a
major priority for this government. I will continue to
lobby. I know the Attorney-General understands the
importance of the court, and not just to the people of
Shepparton; because it is a regional place and a
catchment area it attracts people from right across the
Goulburn Valley for all sorts of reasons. There are
some major upgrades that have been espoused in the
concept plan.
There is $7.1 million in the budget for the upgrade of
the broad-gauge rail track from Echuca to Toolamba,
which includes new signalling at the Toolamba junction
so that the line can be reopened for freight. One of the
sad things at the moment is the SPC Ardmona decision.
Some growers will have to make some pretty tough
decisions in the near future about what they will do for
their livelihood. Many of those growers have been
providing their fruit to SPC Ardmona for generations
and it is what their family does — they provide world’s
best fruit — clean, green fruit. It is what they have
always done and it is what they hope to continue to do,
but obviously SPC has had to make a decision. It has
made the decision to reduce its fruit intake by about
50 per cent. It has had to do that because of the cheap
imports that have been flooding Australian shelves, and
because of the high Australian dollar.
The Minister for Agriculture and Food Security has
acted fairly swiftly in working with the growers. The
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Department of Primary Industries came to speak to
growers a while ago — because this has not happened
overnight; it has been happening for a number of years,
although growers have been concerned more
particularly over the last few months. The Department
of Primary Industries has been speaking to the growers,
letting them know what their options are and what the
alternatives are.
I also congratulate John Wilson, the CEO of Fruit
Growers Victoria, who is doing surveys of growers on
behalf of the government regarding the impact on their
businesses. Some of the questions are: what will
happen if they pull the trees out? Do they have an
another option? What else can they do? Instead of
working in crisis they are given a number of
alternatives — they are given some choices. Hopefully
the surveys will show how the government can assist
them. John Wilson will be meeting with the Minister
for Agriculture and Food Security in early June to
discuss the options, and I know the growers will be
there as well.
Shepparton is a growing town. It is a beautiful city. It is
a place where I have lived for over 50 years. It is the
place I migrated to from England. It is a place that I am
very proud to call home and very proud to call my
electorate. The people of Shepparton are very resilient
and they will work through all the challenges they have,
but there are some wonderful opportunities for the
people of the Shepparton district in this budget and I
know they will take those opportunities. I commend the
government for its fantastic, responsible budget in very
tough times. I look forward to working with the
Shepparton district, and I commend the budget.
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) — I am also joining the
debate on the Appropriation (Parliament 2013-2014)
Bill 2013. If the member for Shepparton wishes to stay,
I am going to be making a few comments about the
budget impact in her electorate, because it has not been
a great budget for regional Victoria, it has not been a
great budget for my home town of Bendigo and it has
not been a positive budget in the police and emergency
services program.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms ALLAN — I will have a bit to say about that as
well if the excited backbench up there can just wait and
see. This budget that was handed down earlier this
month clearly tells Victorians — tells regional
Victorians — just who this Napthine Liberal —
Nationals government is and where its priorities lie. Its
priorities do not lie in investing in new schools or new
hospitals, in securing jobs or building stronger regional
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communities. Its priorities do not lie in investing in
those areas that provide for the future of our state. They
lie elsewhere.
They lie in throwing out distractions in the media,
trying to give the impression that they are doing
something — anything — on particular projects. They
lie in attacking the federal Labor government at every
opportunity and in blaming the Victorian Labor
opposition, which is somehow meant to be responsible
for the failures in this budget and the way it lets down
Victorians. But we are not responsible. This is clearly a
budget that has been handed down by the Napthine
Liberal-Nationals government and it paints them as
who they are.
If I could just quickly turn to some specific areas that
are related to my shadow portfolio responsibilities: let
me turn firstly to the police portfolio. We have seen
today the impact of the cumulative $100 million in
budget cuts to the Victoria Police budget and how that
has had an impact out on the streets of Victoria. The
latest crime statistics that have been released today
show how crime has skyrocketed in the state of
Victoria. Across the board there has been a 5.6 per cent
increase in offences across Victoria, and there have
been dramatic increases in a number of regional
centres — in Bendigo, in Ballarat, in Geelong and even
in the Premier’s own electorate of Warrnambool.
It is not just me and the Labor opposition who are
concerned about this, it is also the Chief Commissioner
of Police, Ken Lay, who at the recent Public Accounts
and Estimates Committee hearing had this to say:
There is no doubt at all that there has been a challenging time
for us in relation to our finances. There have been occasions
when we have actually reshaped our business to meet some of
those challenges.

That is the Chief Commissioner of Police talking about
the impact these budget cuts are having on his
organisation. The organisation that serves our
community and makes our streets safer is having its job
made that much harder because of this $100 million in
budget cuts.
16:25:00

Victorians could be forgiven for thinking that the
Premier’s new slogan for the state of Victoria was
‘Victoria — the crime state’, because we have seen,
through every single set of data released under the
Liberal-Nationals government, that crime has gone up
in Victoria. Under Labor for a decade we put more
police on the street and more resources into Victoria
Police, and crime went down. The argument put
forward by the government that more police equals
more crime detected just does not hold water, because
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the opposite happened under Labor. We put more
police out on the streets, and we saw crime go down, so
that argument of those opposite just does not hold
water. It is no surprise, when you have a culture in the
police portfolio led by this government of budget cuts
and crisis — through the undermining of the leadership
of Victoria Police — that that would have an impact out
on the streets and in the crime rates. We have certainly
seen that in the crime rates released today.
The other area of people who serve to protect our state
being let down is that of Victoria’s firefighters. The
$66 million of budget cuts inflicted by last year’s
budget affected recruitment, affected training programs,
affected delivery of equipment to firefighters out on the
fire front and affected the delivery of the Country Fire
Authority website last summer, when the website
simply failed so many communities needing to get
information about the impact of fires in their local
areas. We now see, on top of that, this government once
again continuing to refuse to support legislation that
would provide for presumptive rights of firefighters to
access compensation for the cancer they suffer as a
direct consequence of their work protecting the
Victorian community. We heard at the recent Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee hearings the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services once again
deny there was a proven link between firefighting
duties and certain types of cancer, despite the weight of
evidence that has come from a Senate inquiry and
despite the fact that other jurisdictions around the
country have already moved in this direction.
This government simply is not acknowledging the
weight of evidence, the scientific data, and is wanting to
go and do its own research — duplicating the research
that has already been done — and has not provided
firefighters with a time line for when this issue might be
addressed. Frankly some people do not have time on
their side. They do not have time to wait for this
government to address this issue. It is not fair. It is
something that our firefighters deserve to have some
certainty around, and the opposition will continue to
pursue the government on this front.
The other area in emergency services — and it is
related to this issue — is bushfire response, and I know
you know these areas quite well, Deputy Speaker. You
would know, I am sure, that many communities
continue to cry out for support and continue to cry out
for needed programs, as there are programs that are
winding down and nothing is being funded or provided
to continue the much-needed support. We have seen
schools in the Kinglake-Diamond Creek area that have
banded together to try to raise funds for ongoing
counselling services. In the Kinglake area we have seen
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that the youth worker position has not been continued,
despite there being a clear identified need in the local
community. The needs of communities are clearly
beginning to fall between the cracks, and the reason
why this is happening was revealed at the estimates
hearing. It is very clear that the Minister for Bushfire
Response is a minister in name only, because the
agency responsible for dealing with these issues, the
fire recovery unit, continues to sit within the
responsibility of the Deputy Premier, who is the
Minister for Regional and Rural Development. It just
does not make sense that the fire recovery unit, the unit
of people charged with doing this work, does not report
to the minister who is responsible for dealing with these
issues. It demonstrates a grave oversight on the part of
this government in the recent machinery of government
changes, and we can only urge it to fix this before it is
too late for those communities that need help.
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I feel numb — it has shattered the hopes we had as a
community …

In the Wimmera Mail-Times of 8 May Horsham Rural
City Council chief executive Peter Brown was quoted
as saying:
The community put up a good, sound argument, so I guess we
are all pretty shattered.
There is enormous disappointment —

as there should be. Those people have been badly let
down by the member for Lowan and this government.
Let me turn to Shepparton and to how the top priority
for Shepparton, in terms of increasing train services,
has been ignored by this government. I would like to
read some excerpts from a press release of 9 May put
out by the Greater Shepparton mayor Jenny Houlihan.

I would now like to turn to the regional and rural
development portfolio and make a few brief comments
on a few regional areas that have fared very badly
under this government. We hear a lot inside and outside
this place about the government’s Regional Growth
Fund and how it is a $1 billion fund — a fund like no
other. It is certainly a fund like no other, because it is
the only fund we know of that the government says has
$1 billion which does not actually have $1 billion. We
need to rule a line in the sand. The government needs to
tell the truth to regional communities across Victoria
and say, ‘It’s not $1 billion. We’ve provided $500
million, and if a future government wants to add to this
fund, all well and good’. But let’s not call it a $1 billion
fund, because $1 billion has not been provided for in
the forward estimates. It is an absolute fraud on the
people of regional Victoria to say otherwise. This is
also, as we know, a fund with money that can be spent
in metropolitan Melbourne. We know that the
regulations allow for funding to be allocated in
metropolitan Melbourne, meaning regional
communities once again miss out.

She said that:

Let us look at how some regional centres fared in this
budget. Let us look at how some of those key Nationals
seats fared, the areas government members were
supposedly going to care about — with their own
people in them — with some of the top priorities in
those areas. I turn first to Horsham College, which for
the third year in a row missed out on funding, despite
the member for Lowan making a song and dance about
this in the lead-up to 2010 election. For the third year in
a row Horsham College missed out on funding.
Business Horsham’s Andrea Cross is reported in the
Wimmera Mail-Times of 7 May as saying that she was
devastated by the state government’s decision not to
fund Horsham College. She said:

That is from the mayor of Shepparton. I do not think I
have ever read such a damning media statement from a
regional city mayor from an electorate represented by
The Nationals. Two ministers in this government
purportedly represent Shepparton — the member for
Shepparton and a member for Northern Victoria Region
in the Council, Ms Lovell. Heaven help Shepparton if
there were three ministers! It might have gone
backwards even more. It is just astonishing that
Shepparton has received so little from this government.

Greater Shepparton has been snubbed by the latest Victorian
state budget …
‘While we welcome the $2.5 million announced for the
redevelopment of the Magistrates Court, it does not really
dent the level of funding neglect that our region has endured
over recent years …
‘… This budget does very little to meet them’ —

‘Them’ being the priorities that the region looks for —
…
‘There is nothing in this budget to indicate that this is a
priority for the state government, nor is there anything
significant for research and development programs to help the
agricultural sector grow and adapt to changing environmental
and economic conditions …
…
‘In the 2012–13 state budget, Greater Shepparton received $0
in additional capital funding for education, health and
transport, lower than any other comparable Victorian region.
This budget is unfortunately little better …

Finally I would like to turn to the mayor of the Rural
City of Mildura, who has also had a bit to say about the
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impact of the budget, as reported in the Sunraysia Daily
under the headline ‘Mildura still a “poor cousin”‘. He
said Mildura was still a poor cousin as a result of the
state budget that had been handed down. This is a
damning commentary from The Nationals’ own seats. I
think everyone in regional Victoria is feeling the chill
winds of the 1990s when The Nationals were just little
lapdogs in the Liberal-Nationals government. They did
not stand up for regional Victoria, would not do the
hard work in government and would not put the case
forward for priority projects. Their own people get let
down time and again.
Let me finish by talking about Bendigo. Bendigo has
also been let down badly in this budget. We did not
receive, again for the third year in a row, funding for
planning works to upgrade the Ravenswood
interchange on the Calder Highway. That is a key
priority project for the region and the Calder Highway
Improvement Committee. That has not happened.
The waiting list at Bendigo Hospital has blown out to
1151 people waiting for elective surgery at the hospital,
according to the latest health services performance data
released by the government. Members opposite get a bit
excited about the Bendigo Hospital project, but let us
just have a quick history lesson on this project. When
Labor announced in 2009 that it would build a new
hospital, who did not support this? A member for
Northern Victoria Region in the Council, Damian
Drum, did not support this. He said he did not have his
hand up to build a new hospital. When it came time for
the tender process, the botched tender process we have
just gone led to a delay in the hospital construction even
starting. We saw how the representative of the Minister
for Local Government, Damian Drum, buckled to his
political masters. He would not stand up for best
proposal in Lend Lease that was being put forward. He
went silent — he went doggo — on the most important
issue in Bendigo and would not stand up for the most
important project in our region.
We then saw how the Federal Court of Australia found
the government guilty. Members opposite like to talk
about court cases, but they do not like talking about this
one where Justice Bromberg found the government
guilty of trying to sabotage the Lend Lease project. I
was very proud to back this project very hard. I wanted
to make sure that we pushed as a community to see the
best option put forward for Bendigo and that the best
project was going to be built, and it was only through
this community pressure that the government buckled
at the knees and is now building the Lend Lease
hospital.
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I will continue to push this project until the very end. I
was very proud to be there at the start of this new
hospital project, and I will push it to the very end,
because I want to make sure that Bendigo gets the best,
that it is not duckshoved around, like a member for
Northern Victoria Region, Damian Drum, tries to do
when he tries to blame others for the problems of the
government. He would not stand up when this
government privatised the pathology service. He would
not stand up through the tender process for the new
Bendigo Hospital. He is not standing up for child
protection workers in the Bendigo office, who are under
enormous stress and pressure thanks to cutbacks. It is
funding cuts, job cuts, bad decisions and bad
leadership. That demonstrates how bad this government
has become for regional Victoria.
Mr KOTSIRAS (Minister for Multicultural Affairs
and Citizenship) — I will just say at the outset what a
responsible budget this is for Victoria, what a great
budget for Victorians, and what a good budget for my
electorate of Bulleen. My electorate has received more
funding in last 21⁄2 years than it did under those 11 dark
and miserable years of Labor government. Over those
11 years, Acting Speaker, you will recall that I raised a
number of issues over and over again, and
unfortunately the government at the time ignored my
requests and did nothing to alleviate some of those
problems and challenges being faced by residents in my
electorate of Bulleen.
The first issue was the installation of traffic lights at the
intersection of Golden Way and Bulleen Road in
Bulleen. How many times did I raise that matter in this
Parliament? And yet nothing was done. Those lights
now have been installed, and I have to say that every
single resident who lives near or in the vicinity of
Golden Way and Bulleen Road is very appreciative of
this government for finally installing traffic lights to
ensure their safety and wellbeing.
The second issue was the need for a pedestrian refuge
on Templestowe Road in Bulleen. Templestowe Road
is a long stretch of road and there are not many traffic
lights, apart from one in the half-way mark of
Templestowe Road, for people to cross to the other
side. We had schoolchildren running across the road,
putting their lives at risk, simply because there was no
assistance from the former government. Again, this has
been remedied by this government. The pedestrian
refuge has been installed as a result of funding provided
over the last two years.
The third item related to the traffic lights at the
roundabout of Fitzsimons Lane and Porter Street in
Templestowe. Again, I asked the former Minister for
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Roads and Ports to do something about that and nothing
was done. That work is about to commence, and there
will be traffic lights at the roundabout to ensure safety
for drivers.
The fourth item that I had raised over those 11 years
was the upgrade of Templestowe College. I have only
one senior government secondary school in my
electorate, and that is Templestowe College. It is a great
school with great teachers and great students, and yet it
was ignored by the former government for 11 long
years. Finally, through this government and the good
Minister for Education, the member for Nepean,
Templestowe College has now received a total of
$5 million for a complete upgrade of the school. When
you consider that approximately one-third of those
students come from Eltham, I would have thought the
member for Eltham also would have supported my
efforts. While he was here when I requested a meeting,
the former government ignored my requests for some
financial assistance.
In reference to multicultural affairs, there is record
funding in this area. Funding in this area has increased
to $25.9 million in 2013–14; that is a $25.9 million
investment. New investments include $1.5 million over
two years for peak multicultural organisations. As you
know, Acting Speaker, a large number of NGOs in
regional Victoria do some fantastic work. Unfortunately
they have not received any grants from any
government, apart from small amounts for specific
programs to assist newly arrived migrants. This will
provide them with some financial assistance for
everyday running costs to ensure that they can continue
to do their good work in meeting the individual needs
of newly arrived migrants and refugees.
An additional $360 000 over two years will be given to
the Victorian Multicultural Commission to increase
assistance for community strengthening initiatives. This
is designed to assist the regional councils, which we
established and which act as a bridge between regional
Victoria and the commission. It is very difficult for the
commissioners to know exactly what is going on across
the whole state without some feedback from local
communities. The councils are made up members
living in a community and they advise the commission.
16:42:30

Finally, I have to say that there are no sunsetting
programs from the 2012–13 budget. What have people
said about the budget in multicultural affairs? A
Community Languages Australia (CLA) press release
says:
Community Languages Australia welcomes the focused and
strategic investment in multicultural affairs and citizenship
announced in today’s Victorian state government budget.
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A CLA spokesperson is quoted as saying:
In an environment of competing priorities it is important to
have targeted funding and in this budget recognise the role
peak organisations play. Placing funds where there is
potential to get maximum benefit is a strategic move.

The Centre for Multicultural Youth also issued a press
release that says:
The Centre for Multicultural Youth … welcomes the
Victorian government’s budget announcement that sees new
investments in the youth and multicultural portfolios.
Opportunities to encourage and support young people’s
participation and engagement can build a strong sense of
belonging and contribute to a vibrant multicultural Victoria.
These new investments will encourage migrant and refugee
young people to develop their ideas and contribute to the
Victorian economy. Young people’s entrepreneurial drive can
often be overlooked and this will allow them to showcase
their talent and ideas.

Another press release, from the Ethnic Communities
Council of Victoria, with which we have been working
very closely over the last few years, says:
The Ethnic Communities Council of Victoria welcomed
today’s announcement of a 20 per cent budget increase for
Victoria’s multicultural communities.
Of particular satisfaction was the announcement of
$1.5 million in extra funding over two years to peak
multicultural organisations in regional Victoria.
This commitment not only recognises the importance of
multiculturalism in our society but gives the Ethnic
Communities Council and other regional ethnic organisations
a boost to their capacity to reach out to local communities and
deliver important services.

Finally, a letter from SBS says:
The provision of $26 million to support CALD communities
with services and programs to meet their needs is a welcome
recognition of the diversity of Australian society and in turn
emphasises the continuing importance of SBS as a vital
service provider to these groups.

So there has only been praise from and support by
everyone across the community in relation to funding in
multicultural affairs.
In my other portfolio of energy and resources, the earth
resources sector makes an important and vital
contribution to Victoria. Unfortunately Victoria has
trailed other states in developing its natural assets for
the future benefit of Victorians. As a result of that,
Victoria has been unable to enjoy the benefits that
mining brings, such as jobs, investment and
infrastructure. The majority of Australians agree. In fact
in a recent survey published in the Australian on
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22 May, 96 per cent of Australians agreed that the
mining industry is important to our economy.
While I agree that Victoria is a densely populated state
when you compare it to Queensland and Western
Australia, and that as a result there are competing
demands between agricultural, business and residential
uses, whatever decisions we make as a government we
have to take a balanced and fair approach to make sure
that we protect our agricultural sector and our social
and environmental values, and also that we achieve
economic outcomes which are important for the future
of this state. That is why in this year’s budget we have
invested $31.7 million over four years to build a strong,
safe and sustainable mining industry.
In actual fact, two press statements were issued. A
statement from the Minerals Council of Australia
(MCA) says:
The MCA Victorian division congratulates the coalition
government in the 2013–14 budget handed down today.
The strong renewed focus on mineral development is warmly
welcomed. Victoria has a proud mining history spanning
160 years and the sector can play a critical part of Victoria’s
future economic growth and regional economic development.

An article on the mining sector in Mining Weekly says:
The mining industry has lauded a decision by the Victorian
state government to invest some $31.7 million into the state’s
resources sector over the next four years.
…
The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies has
welcomed the Victorian government’s budget, with CEO
Simon Bennison saying that the government was taking a
long-term approach to its budget and policy development.

As part of that $31.7 million over four years,
$19 million of this money will go directly to
reinvigorate the state’s mining industry, because it is
vital to our future.
Yesterday, the government tabled its response to the
inquiry into greenfields mineral exploration and project
development in Victoria, and part of that $31.7 million
will go towards meeting the recommendations of that
inquiry. The government welcomes the report and has
accepted all 25 of the report’s recommendations. We
are committed to developing the efficient and
responsible operation of Victoria’s earth resources as a
driver of the state’s ongoing economic growth and job
creation.
In response to the 25 recommendations, we will
undertake a number of new initiatives. We will provide
a single point of entry for investors by establishing
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Minerals Development Victoria, which will be a
one-stop shop to link investors with Victorian
government agencies. We will introduce statutory time
frames for the approval of applications to provide
greater certainty — that is, within a 30-day time
frame — and we will make sure that we deliver that
because it is important for people and businesses to
have certainty. We will undertake a significant
investment attraction program supported by geoscience
information, which is lacking at the present moment, to
ensure earth resources are recognised not just in
Victoria and the other states but also internationally,
which is important. Above all we will continue
stakeholder consultation and engagement. We have to
speak to the local community. We have to take the local
community with us in any project. The communities
must understand and must see the benefits that mining
brings. We will also provide better reporting on the
health of the earth resources sector.
There was also a sum of $4.2 million allocated to
address mine stability to ensure that the incidents that
have occurred over the last few years do not repeat
themselves.
This is all about identifying and responding to mine
stability risks. An extra $8.3 million over four years
was allocated to fund Clean Coal Victoria. Brown coal
has been a very strong part of our past, and I believe it
will be a very strong part of our future. It is how it is
used that is important. Clean Coal Victoria will play an
important role in developing this important asset.
This has been a good budget for all of Victoria and all
Victorians. It is important as a local member to ensure
that the needs of your local community are met, and in
two and a half years we have achieved so much. Less
was achieved in the 11 years of the Labor government.
Students benefit and our residents benefit, and I think
that is important.
It is important that you ensure that you cater for all of
Victoria, not just specific parts of the state based on
votes. This is a budget that caters for all of Victoria. It
is responsible, it is caring and it builds for the future. I
would like to say to the Treasurer and the former
Treasurer that this is a job well done. We have been
trying to fix the problems the previous government left
after its 11 years, and we have gone a long way towards
achieving that. It is a pleasure for me to support this
budget, because it is a budget that Victoria deserves and
it is a budget that will move Victoria forward into the
future.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I join the debate on the
Appropriation (2013–2014) Bill 2013. I note at the

16:50:00

APPROPRIATION (2013–2014) BILL 2013
Wednesday, 29 May 2013

ASSEMBLY PROOF

75

outset that the new Treasurer entitled this budget
Building for Growth. I represent the most populous and
fastest growing electorate in the state, and I think that
all 62 000 constituents in the Yan Yean electorate and
their families would beg to differ with the view that this
is a ‘budget for growth’.

something may be delivered sometime around 2033,
also when many of the local residents will be in
retirement villages rather than on trains going to work,
which is when they need the trains, which is now. No
train services to Epping North have been provided for
in this budget.

The City of Whittlesea, where a great deal of the
population of my electorate lives — and is one of two
municipalities in my electorate — had a top 10 of
advocacy priorities for this budget. These included the
Hume interchange at O’Herns Road and Edgars Road,
and the duplication of Epping Road. I might just say
something about these two roads right now: they are
critically important for amenity and for moving the
population and easing the dreadful congestion. If it
were not for the slightly improved weather conditions
and a great response from our fire services, the lack of
this important infrastructure in this area could have cost
people their lives earlier this year. It is extraordinary
that the government has not recognised that given the
fire that occurred in February in an area where there are
so many people living. It is one of Melbourne’s fastest
growing corridor.

This government talks a lot about responding to
crime — and we know it is building a lot of prison
beds — but, as we have seen today, the crime statistics
continue to go up. Family violence is a big contributor
to this, and the government is not doing anything to
respond to that. It cut the funds for integrated health
promotion in last year’s budget. It did it again this year,
and it will do it again in each of the next two years.
Those important programs that work to change
behaviours so these things do not occur are being
overlooked. Also in the fastest growing postcode in the
country, where a police station is needed, one was not
provided in this budget.

There is no funding in this budget for those roads and
no indication of when there will be funding. There has
only been a letter from the Minister for Roads, received
by me a week before the fires and also received by
Whittlesea council, indicating that this road will not be
needed until 2047. We thought this was a typo, but in
fact it is not. Many people have moved into new homes
in this area and are having children and raising kids
now, but they will probably be in retirement villages by
the time this road is built. Those two priorities of the
City of Whittlesea were not funded.
There was no funding for facility-based respite care.
We have seen a 225 per cent increase in family
violence incidents over the last decade. Whittlesea’s
reported family violence incident rate in 2011–12 was
985.8 per 100 000 of population, compared to the
average rate in Victoria of 910 per 100 000 of
population. The rate is significantly higher, and yet this
is the only region in metropolitan Melbourne that has
had no funding from the crime prevention program.
This budget did not redress that and did not respond to
the entreaties of Whittlesea council.
The council also requested mental health services for
young people in our corridor, but they were not
delivered in this budget. It requested train services to
Mernda and to Epping North. The only thing that we
know about the government’s interest in train services
to Mernda is that there was nothing in this budget for
that service. The only thing we have heard is that

There was a request from the council to start the
planning for a justice precinct in South Morang. This is
a great council; it is forward-looking. It wants to have
land purchased and reserved for a future justice precinct
in South Morang. This was not funded. A fire station is
needed in Eden Park, and that was not funded. In the
shire of Nillumbik fire stations are needed at Plenty,
Wattle Glen and Kangaroo Ground. The residents of
these areas are now getting notices showing what the
new fire services levy charge will be.
I support the recommendation of the bushfires royal
commission to have a property-based levy. However,
now that the councils are collecting this, because a
small part of my electorate is covered by the
Metropolitan Fire Brigade — the rest is covered by the
Country Fire Authority — it is absolutely crystal clear
how much more residents are paying for fire services,
while at the same time projects like the Wattle Glen fire
station which were on the list to be funded this year,
have been taken off it. Residents in these fire-affected
municipalities are now paying more for their fire
services. Even if the insurance companies were to
reduce the cost of the fire services levy on their
insurance policies there will be no saving for those
residents. Those on the other side of the house who are
trying to say there is a saving should talk to a resident
of Nillumbik who has received their notice. It is not a
saving, it is an increase, and it is a travesty for families
in the shire of Nillumbik who have suffered so much
during the last four and a half years. At the same time,
at the end of this financial year we are seeing trauma
counselling services for our young people in these
schools — —
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Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GREEN — Those on the other side might laugh
and huff and think it is funny, but it is not funny that
kids who are still suffering deep trauma and need to be
monitored and supported every day because of the fact
that they have returned to bedwetting or cannot sleep at
night or are having night terrors or are reliving the
trauma of what they went through every time the wind
comes up or they hear an emergency service vehicle.
This hard-hearted government is blind and deaf to the
need of these children to continue to receive this
support. These communities are having to shake the can
and raise $500 000 themselves rather than having it
provided by the state, as it should be; and, to add insult
to injury, they are getting fewer fire services and are
having to pay more for them. That is really letting down
this community.
There was no joy in the budget in terms of education or
further education. Prior to the budget we did hear that
the Greensborough campus of the Northern Melbourne
Institute of TAFE (NMIT) is to close. One of the
reasons management gave for that is that public
transport is poor. I know why that is. It is because last
financial year 561 bus services per week — —
Mr Wakeling interjected.
Ms GREEN — Those were buses we introduced
that have been taken away on the coalition
government’s watch. Buses that used to go right past
NMIT in Greensborough and drop those students off at
the door have been removed by this government in the
last 12 months. Don’t you shake your head there,
cabinet secretary.
Mr Wakeling interjected.
Ms GREEN — Your government — —
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Weller) — Order!
The member for Yan Yean knows that it is wrong and
out of order to respond to interjections.
Ms GREEN — Interjections are out of order and the
cabinet secretary needs to be corrected when he is
telling falsehoods about bus services in the electorate of
Yan Yean.
I am now going to move on to the very important
portfolio areas on which I have the privilege to
represent the Labor Party in this place. In the disability
services portfolio we have heard a lot of puff and wind
from those on the other side about their great support
for the national disability insurance scheme (NDIS) and
for disability care. Those opposite were dragged
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kicking and screaming to sign up to the scheme the
weekend before the budget. They had said they were
not going to sign up to it and had dragged their heels
because they wanted to be reassured that it would not
involve a lowest common denominator approach.
Victoria has been an acknowledged leader in disability
services. It has always been the case that more needed
to be done, but across the country it was acknowledged
that Victoria was at the front of the pack. That is one of
the reasons Victoria gave for not signing up.
That side of the house and this side of the house are
both supportive of NDIS and disability care. That side
of the house supports universality and the community
sharing the cost of looking after people with disabilities
from age 18 or 19 years. Until then it is actually going
to ask the poorest of the poor to fund others who are the
poorest of the poor. This harsh and callous government
is imposing the most outrageous fee hikes on people
with disabilities, the 2500 people who live in
Department of Human Services-run homes. What the
government is saying is, ‘We are bringing it up. We are
charging parity with the other states’. If the government
was not going to sign up to NDIS because it did not
want to drag Victoria’s standards down, why is it doing
that? Between now and then these people have to pay
80 per cent of their pension — —
Ms Ryall interjected.
Ms GREEN — The member for Mitcham is
interjecting. I have been contacted by people in the
electorate of the member for Mitcham, and I can
actually name them. Teresa and Allan Chiu are
constituents of the Minister for Community Services in
Doncaster, but their son, Phillip, lives in supported
accommodation in Mitcham. He pays extensive fees for
his day services and regularly needs a new bed. Most
years he needs to buy a new bed. He has extensive
medical and other personal costs. His current non-rental
accommodation expenditure is $150 a month.
However, the government’s changes will leave him
with just $100 a week. There is a shortfall of $50 a
week, or $2600 over a year. How can this be fair? How
can this reflect the government standing up for people
with disabilities? Should Phillip be forced to choose
between ensuring that he does not run out of money and
go bankrupt, or paying his medical bills, attending his
day service, where he gets out of the house and is part
of the community, and maintaining his favourite
bicycle?
Then there is Margaret Ross, a long-term disability
champion, whose son Ray lives in supported
accommodation in North Fitzroy. Even last year before
this horrendous fee hike Ray was $14 000 in deficit of
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the amount of money he needs for his existence. This
money was supplied by his parents. What should
Margaret cull to ensure that they can afford his
extensive needs?
Margaret is also a board member of a day service and in
her correspondence raises wider problems, which are a
real concern. Many day programs are barely breaking
even now. If residents are unable to afford these
services, the viability of such services are at risk for all
users. Their cancellation would not just affect people
who have been hit by this cut, but would affect
everyone who is trying to attend that day service. We
may then find that fewer services for people with
disabilities exist. It is just unconscionable.
17:05:00

This was part of a claimed package of $224 million
announced the weekend before the budget by the
government — big, new money. It sounds like a lot of
money being spent on disability, but when you look at
the figures more closely there is virtually no increase in
spending. When you subtract the $137 million worth of
lapsing programs — if they had not been re-funded, we
would have had a cut to services — the $17 million to
be spent on the launch site for the NDIS in Barwon,
which I commend the government on but only
$400 000 of that is for this year, and the $26 million
paid to fund the fair pay case, which was all part of this,
what is actually left for people with disabilities to
improve their quality of life? You are left with a figure
of $44 million of new money, which is the exact
amount that has been gouged from people with
disabilities in supported accommodation to fund
700 individual support packages for other people with
disabilities rather than providing some new money.
In relation to aids and equipment, at the Public
Accounts and Estimates Committee hearing last week
the minister tried to somehow dress up the halving of
this budget as a growth in funding. In Labor’s last
budget in 2010 we provided $8.4 million over four
years. That is $2 million-plus per year. This year the
Minister for Community Services has boasted that there
is a boost to aids and equipment funding. However, the
budget shows no increased funding this year, rather a
reduction down to only slightly over $1 million per
year.
I support the closure of the Sandhurst Centre in
Bendigo, but when I went up there last week I was
horrified to discover that the minister has not spoken to
either the staff or the residents there about their future,
and they are very confused about what it means for
their future and whether it is just a privatisation and not
actually about person-centred funding. This is a
dreadful budget that does anything but build for growth.
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Mr DELAHUNTY (Minister for Sport and
Recreation) — I rise on behalf of the Lowan electorate
to speak on this budget, but in my contribution this
afternoon I will also touch on the sport and recreation
portfolio and the veterans’ affairs portfolio. The people
of Lowan will no doubt benefit from many of the
initiatives in this fantastic state budget for 2013–14. I
have to say that we are doing a great job given the fact
that a lot of things will be happening in this budget. I
really welcome the state budget. It delivers for families
and it delivers for communities. It has a record
$6.1 billion for infrastructure. This is to boost growth,
boost productivity and, importantly, improve livability
for people living right across Victoria. We have done
all of this by building for growth. It is not only the
major investments we are talking about; we are
growing the economy, growing employment and
growing the surplus, which will then be able to pay for
the infrastructure and services we need to run this
fantastic state of Victoria.
Let me explain how we are fixing the mess created by
the Labor government in its 11 years. As we know,
Labor cannot manage money. Whether it be at state or
federal level, everyone knows that Labor cannot
manage money. I will highlight that. In relation to
revenue, in 2010 the Labor government set a revenue
target of $45.759 billion. Actual revenue went up
$268 million, so luckily revenue increased. Last year
we set a budget of $48.357 billion. Unfortunately,
because of write-downs and loss of GST payments and
also stamp duty, we had a reduction of $251 million.
Mr Madden interjected.
Mr DELAHUNTY — The reality is that people
like the member for Essendon are not spending enough
money. He has to buy another car. I saw him driving a
little car the other day, and I thought it was a bit little
for him. He needs a car that is a little bit bigger — his
legs were nearly poking out through the front
windscreen.
Mr Madden interjected.
Mr DELAHUNTY — You were very humble in
this little red one, I tell you. The reality is that we are
not getting enough revenue from GST and stamp duty,
mainly because of the way Labor changed the formula.
I can remember a Labor Premier grizzling about the
fact that we were only getting 94 cents in the dollar. I
think it is down to about 90 cents in the dollar now. We
are missing out because Labor has changed the
formula.
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I will talk about expenditure. In 2010 the Labor
government set the budget at $44.887 billion. In fact it
spent an extra $622 million. Labor overspent its budget
that year. I highlight that our budget in 2012–13 was set
at $48.201 billion and we actually spent $47.98 billion.
In fact we spent $273 million less than planned in order
to balance the budget. We balance our budget every
year. I highlight the fact that from 1997–98 to 2012–13
expenditure was not below the budget forecast. Every
year there was a Labor government in Victoria the
budget was overspent. Every year Labor blew the
budget. Every year Labor blew the surplus. Does it not
sound like the federal government? Every year
expenditure was more than the revenue coming in, so
again we had enormous problems.
I want to highlight some of the extra expenditure. Since
2010 we have increased by 34 per cent funding for
early childhood and education programs. Mental health
has gone up 19.4 per cent. Concessions for pensioners
and beneficiaries have gone up 35.9 per cent. Regional
development — and I note that you are a country
member, Acting Speaker — has gone up 128 per cent.
Road asset management has gone up 13.7 per cent, and
road network improvements have gone up 18.7 per
cent. Right across Victoria we are getting a lot of
benefit from the budget because we are able to manage
the budget, and we have the surplus to do it.
I want to highlight some of those things that have been
fantastic for us in the Lowan electorate. There is
$170 million for road maintenance and $8 million for
tourism campaigning. Tourism is very important in my
area. Not only do we have agriculture but we also have
tourism around the Grampians and the Little Desert
through the south-west. It is important to do that
marketing. We have $61 million for the upgrade and
replacement of rural fire stations. The member for Yan
Yean was going bananas about it earlier, but the reality
is that we are spending another $61 million in this
year’s budget for rural fire stations. We are spending a
record $14.34 billion in health funding statewide to
treat more patients and manage the increasing pressure
that we have in our health system, including I have to
say $81.5 million for regional hospitals and health
services, and there are many of them right across
Victoria. I know we are building a top hospital in
Echuca. There is a good CEO up there, and the people
up there deserve a good hospital.
The other thing I want to highlight is that we are also
spending $46.2 million to support Victorian children
right across the state, including $7 million to build and
upgrade children’s centres and kindergartens. These are
very important because children are our future. There is
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also an extra boost to the first home owner grant of
$10 000.
One of the key things we have done — and as a country
member, Acting Speaker, you know this — is that all of
us across Victoria have been lobbying very hard for
changes to the fire services levy. It was inequitable and
not fair because many people were not insuring or
self-insuring. These people were not contributing, or
were contributing inadequately, to the fire services that
are very important to the running of the state. We have
now implemented one of the biggest tax reforms in the
state of Victoria for decades. We now have the fire
services levy on properties. This is a much fairer
system. It was recommended by the 2009 Victorian
Bushfires Royal Commission and has been
implemented by our government. It is great — there is
some good news in there right across the electorate of
Lowan, particularly on the fire services levy.
One thing I was disappointed about, I have to say, is
that we did not get funding for some of the schools in
my electorate, being Baimbridge College in Hamilton,
Dimboola Memorial Secondary College and Horsham
College. They are all fantastic schools, and there is no
doubt that we have quality teachers and quality
education programs. We have the maintenance funding,
and that is very welcome, but at the end of the day I am
disappointed we did not get some extra funding there.
However, I will work with the Minister for Education,
like we all do. He is a top man and will get on top of
this, because at the end of the day we were left with an
enormous mess where there were 200 schools across
Victoria expecting to get money in the budget.
However, all the problems seem to have arisen in the
last two or three years. For 11 years Labor promised to
do something about the schools, and it did not do it. It
had record revenue but it wasted the opportunity. After
11 years in government it left major problems right
across Victoria.
I will talk a little bit about my portfolio of sport and
recreation. Sport and recreation is a fantastic
portfolio — —
Mr Madden interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Weller) — Order!
The member for Essendon will get his turn.
Mr DELAHUNTY — The member for Essendon,
who is a former Minister for Sport and Recreation,
would know how important this is for the state of
Victoria. Sport is a big part of our culture — —
Mr Madden interjected.
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The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Weller) — Order!
The member for Essendon!
17:15:00

Mr DELAHUNTY — Sport is a big part of our
culture and a big part of our economy. In the sport and
recreation portfolio we have five priorities. We want to
see active and healthy communities, and we need
facilities for active communities. In Victoria we are
renowned for our major sporting infrastructure and
sporting events. Whether they be the major events or
the more significant ones right across Victoria, we do
very well.
Importantly as minister I want to see that people have
the opportunity to reach their potential. The budget has
plenty of things in it for that to happen. We are giving
funding to the state sporting associations. There are 66
of them that are continuing to work with coaches and
administrators to make sure we give everybody the
opportunity to take part in sport. We are implementing
an election commitment of $1.75 million over four
years to increase the skills of volunteers, coaches and
sports administrators. We have Target 1000; the state
sporting associations are working with us to accredit
1500 new coaches. That is very important for our
sports. We have sporting uniform grants. Sixty
thousand Victorians visited our residential camps
during 2012, and it looks like there will be an equally
high number of visitors in the next year.
Under the Women in Sport and Recreation grants we
have funded organisations such as Gymnastics Victoria,
Football Federation Victoria, Motorcycling Victoria,
Touch Football Victoria, AFL Victoria and Cycling
Victoria to develop programs that can assist with
organisational change and encourage participation in
sport. One thing we have done is put money back into
the system for the VICSWIM Summer Kidz program.
This was dropped by the previous Labor government.
We have seen enormous numbers of children go
through that training program and learn how to swim.
We have funded organisations to run this program.
We have a community facility funding program which
is important in working with councils and community
clubs right across Victoria. Last year we funded
112 projects, which were valued at about $160 million
across the state. It is very important to get leverage
from councils and community groups to create jobs but
also to provide quality facilities. We have the country
football netball program. That was a good program
initiated by the former minister for sport and recreation.
The good news is that we are still funding it, which is
giving some great support to football and netball clubs
right across Victoria.
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Our major sporting infrastructure is very important too.
We are redeveloping Melbourne Park. We saw the
eastern end of it completed last year on time and under
budget, providing quality facilities. This year we will
see the installation of roofing over the Margaret Court
Arena. About $366 million has been spent on
Melbourne Park over the last couple of years. We have
also finished the redevelopment of the Great Southern
Stand at the MCG. At Simonds Stadium, A
$26.5 million grant will see the new players stand at
Simonds Stadium opened this Saturday by the Premier.
The member for Altona is in the chamber. During the
past year we have upgraded the Altona facility to cater
for softball and baseball out there. It is a great
achievement for Victoria.
There are many sporting events that we could talk
about, but before I get to them I want to highlight the
fact that this year we have put in the state budget
$6.4 million to upgrade the Melbourne Sports and
Aquatic Centre, the State Netball Hockey Centre and
Lakeside Stadium. Some of those facilities are well
over 20 years of age and need some upgrading. I am
pleased to say that the Treasurer and others have
supported me to the tune of $6.4 million to do that. As I
said, Melbourne Park also continues to be redeveloped.
The winning of the right to host the 2013 World Cup of
Golf is a real coup for Victoria. Whether it is those
major sporting events that we attract or the significant
number of sporting events that run across country
Victoria, all events are valuable in inspiring people to
play sport. They add to the economic value of our state
and they help us keep our title of the sporting capital of
Australia. That is why we are investing in major
infrastructure.
I turn to my other portfolio, veterans affairs. This is a
very important portfolio because our Victorian veterans
have made an exceptional contribution to our
community over the last century and through their
service in conflicts around the world. We are indebted
to them for the service they have given and the
sacrifices they have made on behalf of our nation. We
are working with all the ex-service organisations to
upgrade memorials. We have our Restoring
Community War Memorial Grants program upgrading
memorials right across Victoria. We have some major
projects that are being funded by our government, such
as the $1.2 million Seymour Vietnam veterans
commemorative walk. I congratulate the Vietnam
veterans in that area and right across Victoria, along
with the Mitchell shire, for the work they have done on
that fantastic facility. If anyone gets the opportunity to
go and have a look at that, I urge them to do so. The
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member for Seymour is in the chamber. She will
understand what a fantastic facility that is.
I was very proud to unveil a statue that the Victorian
Veterans Council contributed $20 000 to, and that was
the Ted Kenna, VC, statue in Hamilton. He was a very
proud man, and the people Hamilton were very proud
to have him as their citizen. The family is proud that he
has been recognised with that statue. There are
numerous commemoration events that happen in
Victoria, whether they be Remembrance Day, Vietnam
Veterans Day or Anzac Day; right across the year there
are a lot of activities. Through the Victorian Veterans
Council we fund about 27 projects to the tune of about
$265 000 that commemorate the service of our
veterans, and that will continue.
We have also contributed $22.5 million to the Galleries
of Remembrance project that is being constructed at the
Shrine of Remembrance. I am sure most members
would have been to the shrine, but I encourage them to
go down and have a look at what is going on with this
project. We are looking for the federal government to
play its part, but at this stage it has not put a dollar on
the table. I have worked with Warren Snowdon, the
federal Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, but he has said
that they have not got any money left; they have just
about spent it all. We are now looking to Lindsay Fox
and his team who are doing some fundraising. We hope
we can get some support through that program. But we
need the federal government to step up to the plate and
contribute to this most significant redevelopment of the
shrine. The Galleries of Remembrance will put us in a
very good position to commemorate and honour the
service of our veterans over the last 100 years.
There are a lot of things this coalition government is
doing well. We are managing the budget, managing the
money and providing infrastructure and services. We
are building for growth in Victoria, whether it be in the
Lowan electorate that I represent, through the services
and infrastructure we provide in sport and recreation or
through infrastructure in veterans affairs like the new
galleries project at the shrine. The former Treasurer is
also in the chamber. He might need to help me to talk to
the federal government about getting a bit more. At the
end of the day we are delivering a balanced budget. We
are providing quality services and good infrastructure
for the people of Victoria.
Ms HENNESSY (Altona) — It is my pleasure to
make a contribution to the budget reply debate. Budgets
tell us a lot about governments, and it has been really
interesting to listen to the varied interpretations of what
this budget means and what it signifies.
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I understand that putting together a budget involves a
whole range of decisions and that there is a whole range
of social and economic judgements to be made, and
some would say moral judgements. Some of those
decisions are big and some are small, but each one
involves a very intimate judgement about where money
is to be spent and on whom. The Napthine
government’s 2013–14 budget is a document that lacks
vision and transparency. This speaks volumes about
this government and its lack of values.
The fact that this government has worked so hard to
hide many of the moral judgements it has made in the
course of this budget and the fact that so many of its
cuts and decisions are not open and transparent in the
budget documentation speak volumes for this
government. The government has been less than open
in the budget papers, not so much about who wins but
about who loses. The budget contains billions of dollars
in new fines and new fees and charges, as well as deep,
deep cuts. These cuts come on top of the cuts that the
government announced only six months ago in the
budget update. Many of the cuts target the most
vulnerable, and many of the cuts remain secret.
I had the benefit — some would argue the pain — of
sitting on the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee during its budget estimates hearings for the
past fortnight, where we had the opportunity to attempt
to get the government to come clean about the
disaggregation of the Victorian state budget and what it
means. We certainly managed to do that in some cases,
but it was like extracting teeth to get this government to
be honest about what programs are ceasing and what
programs are commencing and who will benefit.
Mr Madden interjected.
Ms HENNESSY — Whilst it would be
unparliamentary for me to take up an interjection, some
would reflect that we assumed that this government in
fact knew and understood where those cuts were.
We tried to establish which of our friends from the
other side had in fact read the Vertigan report and
which had not; again this is an issue that the
government has refused to be open and transparent
about. For two and a half years the Vertigan report was
cited by this government as the linchpin of its economic
strategy. It was cited as the basis for its so-called
austerity, and it was cited as the justification for its
attempted destruction of so many public service jobs.
There was also the sealed section of the Vertigan report.
Perhaps this is why people are so hesitant to admit that
they read the report. I am not suggesting for a moment

17:22:30
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that there was perhaps the joy of a Jack Thompson
section in the sealed section of the Vertigan report.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms HENNESSY — I hear a guarantee that that was
not in fact the case, but I suspect that many
controversial ideas were canvassed, from privatisation
to ongoing devastation of the public service. The issue
is that the Vertigan report — which has been the basis
of so much inaction by this government when it has
come to utilising the levers of the somewhat limited
influence a state government can sometimes have on
the state economy — was denied to the opposition. It
was claimed to be a cabinet-in-confidence document,
yet when so many cabinet members were asked
whether they had read the Vertigan report the answer
was no.
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Ms HENNESSY — Thank you, Acting Speaker.
Again, we see no jobs plan, we see no hunger by this
state government to use the levers of procurement, we
see no passion in this government for the
manufacturing sector and what sorts of transitional
measures may be required to try to ensure that
manufacturing workers are assisted, and we see no
global investment strategy for where the government
wants to take the state, because it is caught up in the
schism of what Vertigan stood for and fear about the
political consequences of what the Vertigan report
meant for the past two budgets. To compound things, in
the budget we see that net debt is expected to triple
while the government raises revenue through new taxes
and fees. This is not a fact that my friends on the other
side of the house like to talk about when they crow
about their economic credentials.

Here we are, heading towards three years of
Liberal-Nationals coalition government, and the whole
basis of the government’s economic strategy and some
of the most controversial and contested decisions it has
made, that everyone kind of backed in around, is a
document that the vast majority of the cabinet has never
read. That is a legitimate basis upon which this
government should be the subject of adverse reflection.
If it does have an economic strategy and economic
framework, it should at least have the capacity to be
open and honest about the decisions that it has made.

There are two features of this budget that are of most
concern for me. They are the absence of a job creation
strategy and, incredibly, further deep and pernicious
cuts to government services. The opposition has been
calling for a jobs strategy for well over a year. We
know there are now 34 000 more unemployed people
than when this government came to office. New South
Wales has had a better unemployment rate than
Victoria for more than a year now. For the first time in
over a decade Victoria has been behind New South
Wales in having the highest unemployment rate on the
mainland, at 5.8 per cent.

Since the change of leader in the Liberal Party we have
now seen government members talk with forked
tongues about their economic strategy. On the one hand
they do not completely abandon and reject the secret
Vertigan report, yet on the other hand they try to use
duopolous language. On the one hand they talk about
the need for austerity and to make tough decisions for
the future, on the other hand they talk about record
spending. None of these conflicting economic
propositions actually stacks up when one goes to the
detail of the budget. One might ask the question: what
is the consequence of this? What is the consequence of
having a state that does not have a clear and authentic
economic strategy? In the wake of the devastating
announcement by Ford last week and the impact that
that will have on our economy in the months and years
to come, the inadequacy of this budget is even more
profound.

We do not see the government even make any
admission of or acknowledge this very challenging
issue. The reason it does not do that is that it cannot
connect that sheer economic fact with the failures of its
budget to address those very important issues.
Specifically I make reference to the $1.5 billion in cuts,
including $1 billion in so-called savings. The
government has been quite quaint in calling
$560 million of these savings as — and if ever I have
seen weasel words, they are in this phrase —
‘unspecified reprioritisation and adjustments’. That is
how that issue is described in the budget papers. The
government’s further deep cuts also include
$209 million slashed from health, and that is in this
year alone; $69 million slashed from education; and
over $48 million slashed from justice, which is an issue
that it is dear to my heart in light of my shadow
ministerial responsibilities.

Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Weller) — Order!
There is too much audible chatter in the chamber.
Could we have some silence in the chamber. The
member for Altona without assistance.

It is easy to bandy these figures around, but all these
figures actually have an impact, and what this means
for programs and communities in difficult economic
times is absolutely incredible. How has this government
tried to justify them? It walks away from the economic
facts. Time and again I hear language where this
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government claims that it has invested a record
X million dollars, but the facts are these. The budget
papers forecast population growth to be 1.7 per cent.
CPI is forecast — and these are the government’s
figures, not mine — at 2.5 per cent. That means there
will be a 4.2 per cent increase in demand and in unit
price. When you assess the government’s so-called
investment against what the increase in demand is and
what the increase of price is, you see difficult, deep and
pernicious cuts.
During the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee
budget estimates hearings we heard some of the most
extraordinary Orwellian sophistry from government
ministers about what programs are feeling the very cold
knife contained in this budget. I take the example of
health. Some $209 million has been cut from the health
budget.
17:32:30

This government has cut $826 million from the health
budget since it was elected. A sum of $209 million
would fund 165 000 elective surgery procedures, but
instead what we have is an elective surgery waiting list
that continues to grow by 125 a week. At March 2013
the statewide elective surgery waiting list was 50 565.
The government should be absolutely ashamed of this.
Instead it has failed to accept what the raw data says,
what its own figures say, and it hides in the political
strategy of a blame game, hoping it deflects any sense
of responsibility for the moral decisions it has made in
this budget.
On almost every measure our health system is going
backwards. That is exactly what happens when you cut
$826 million from a health system over two and a half
years. Our health performance has now got away from
this government. The government has no choice other
than to accept responsibility for this and to make
appropriate budget decisions. Far from doing what it
said it would do at the election, this government is not
fixing the problem; this government has become the
problem. The number of ambulances arriving at the
scene of life-threatening emergencies within 15 minutes
has dropped to 74.8 per cent. That is a blow-out of
almost 6 per cent since 2010. Again, these are just
statistics that roll easily off the tongue, but they have a
profound impact on human lives, and they reflect the
moral decisions that this government has made. This all
confirms what doctors, nurses and paramedics have
been saying for a long time — our health system has
never been as bad as it is under this government.
Then we come to the issues of skills and education,
where we have seen a $69 million cut. That is a major
blow to Victoria’s eligibility for Gonski funds. There is
$70 million less for the education maintenance
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allowance, which comes on top of the incredible cut
that occurred last year — a cut that in its Orwellian
sophistry this government refers to as a ‘budget
flow-through’. For the parents who cannot afford to
give their children access to things like swimming
lessons, school excursions and a school with the
capability to afford children from economically
vulnerable families the same dignity and rights in
education as others, this is again another moral decision
that this government has made — and it says that those
sorts of communities are not worthy of its investment.
To make matters worse the Napthine government has
directed the bulk of its school maintenance funding to
schools in Liberal and Nationals electorates. At every
turn this government has chosen a particular cohort of
the community to win at the expense of economically
and socially vulnerable people. That is a moral decision
that this government has made, and it refuses to be open
about it.
In public transport we see very limited investment and
certainly no vision. The people in the west see the
so-called east–west tunnel for the hoax that it is. It is an
east–east tunnel and will do nothing for people on the
congested West Gate Freeway. We certainly see that in
terms of the reaction of people in the growth areas of
the western suburbs and in the Geelong community. It
is an absolute hoax. The reason we are in this position
is that the government adopted the direction of the
Vertigan report, which it refused to come clean on and
tell the community about. It then made a series of
decisions to cut government services and ensure that
the state is not able for using the limited levers that it
has to generate economic activity. In the meantime we
see unemployment going through the roof. We see a
whole range of sectors affected — some certainly by
macro-economic factors, but some by the fact that this
government chose to do nothing for two and half years.
We will see the consequences of that failure for
generations to come as communities that are reliant on
industries such as manufacturing, as communities that
are reliant on access to vocational education and
training, as children who deserve the dignity of being
able to meaningfully participate in an education system
and as communities that require access to quality public
health services miss out. This involves the risk of
entrenching generational poverty, and the government
ought to be ashamed.
Mr WELLER (Rodney) — It gives me great
pleasure to rise to speak on the 2013–14 budget. First of
all I congratulate the Treasurer on the outstanding job
he has done. I also congratulate the past Treasurer and
the past Premier on the work they did in the lead-up to
this budget. It must be remembered that we inherited a
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mess when we came to government. There was some
$2 billion in cost overruns that we had to address. There
was some $900 million in cost overruns on the regional
rail project. We support that project, and we found that
money. There was over $300 million in overruns for the
Melbourne Markets project that we had to find and put
in. There was some $300 million for the myki ticketing
scam that we had to find and put in. There was some
$46 million for the Olivia Newton-John Cancer and
Wellness Centre that we had find and put in. There was,
I think, just under $20 million that we had find for the
computers at the new children’s hospital. All these cost
overruns added up to some $2 billion, which we have
actually been able to find and accommodate while still
running the budget at a surplus as we have gone along.
This budget has a surplus of $250 million, but we have
got to remember that under the previous government
Victoria had a public service that was growing at a
faster rate than the population. Clearly that was
unsustainable. Over the 11 years of the previous
government we also had a budget in which the
spending was growing at a faster rate than the income.
That was not sustainable; those things just cannot be
sustained. We have responsibly managed the budget
through the $2 billion black holes and through the
problem of diminishing income. Since we came to
government there has been some $7.7 billion less
income than was budgeted for in 2010.
17:40:00

That has been contributed to by the slowdown in the
economy, which reduces our income from GST, stamp
duty and other things like that. We also have to
remember that the federal Labor government has cut
our share of GST from 94 cents in the dollar to 90 cents
in the dollar, which straightaway wipes $400 million a
year off the bottom line.
There are things in this budget that we on this side are
very proud of. The first would be that we have at long
last addressed the problem of the fire services levy. I
have campaigned on this for a long time. I was a
member of the Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF)
back in the late 1990s, when this was an issue that we
put forward. I see that the member for Tarneit is at the
table, and we go back a bit. The member for Tarneit
was the Premier’s chief of staff back in the early 2000s,
when I was the leader of the VFF. We convinced the
then government to have a review. It had a review, but
of course it did not want to do anything, so it said that
the review had said it should not do anything. It sat on
its hands for 11 years and did nothing on the fire
services levy.
I note, however, that today the member for Yan Yean
said she supports the fire services levy being property
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based. The member for Yan Yean also said that she
thinks that insurance companies are rorting the system
and charging more. I would say to the member for Yan
Yean that she needs to report those cases to the fire
services levy monitor, Professor Fels. His job is to
make sure there is no rorting of the system by the
insurance companies. We have successfully
implemented that policy, which was long overdue and
highlighted by the 2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal
Commission.
I will talk about some of the projects that affect my
electorate. I am proud to say there is a $61.7 million
boost to improve the health outcomes and wellbeing of
Aboriginal Victorians. My electorate, which comprises
Echuca, Barmah, Nathalia, Cohuna and Gunbower, has
an Indigenous population, and I am proud to say that
we are putting in money to improve the health of our
Indigenous people. We also have $7.1 million to
upgrade the Echuca to Toolamba line, which is a freight
railway line. We are pleased that by about September
we will be able to get our product to the port. There is
$7.1 million to upgrade the line so that we can get
freight to the port in a more efficient manner. There is
also our commitment of an additional $4.2 million to
the Murray-Darling Basin Authority for the
maintenance and management of the system — the
weirs and those sorts of things. Water is very important
to northern Victoria.
There is also $2.3 million going towards extending the
river red gums program, employing 13 park rangers and
11 field service officers to manage our important river
red gum parks. I acknowledge that it was the previous
government that made Barmah and Gunbower into
national parks, but we need people to manage them. If
you are going to have these parks, you need people
there to manage them, and they have to be managed
responsibly.
In this budget we have also acknowledged that there
has been a problem. When I was in opposition I often
said in this place, ‘Fix country roads; save country
lives’. I can say that we are investing another
$170 million over three years in country roads to help
address the backlog of maintenance. That is on top of
the $160 million over this term that we are giving to the
40 rural councils to fix their roads. There is
$160 million over four years plus $170 million over
three years, which is $330 million that we are tipping in
to fix country roads.
There is a record $14.34 billion in health funding
statewide. We have heard the other side say that we are
not spending, but there is a record $14.34 billion for
health in this budget to help manage and treat more
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patients, which will decrease the pressure on our
regional health system. I am proud to be the local
member while they are building the new hospital at
Echuca. It is about next April when the first part will be
finished and we will start to see the benefits. There is
also $11.6 billion in this budget for education funding
statewide to improve student outcomes and ensure that
Victorians have the skills needed for the future.
There is $33.7 million over the next two years to
expand the coalition government’s planned burning
program, as recommended by the Victorian bushfires
royal commission. It is important for our rural
communities to make sure that they are as protected as
we can make them against the terrible threat of fire.
There is also $8 million in the budget for a campaign
for regional tourism in Victoria. As we know, Echuca,
in the centre of my electorate, is a tourism icon of
Victoria, if not the world. It is the place to go. On your
way up there, make sure you call in at Heathcote,
Elmore and Rochester as well. If you want a daytrip
from Echuca, you could go to Barmah, Nathalia or
perhaps even to Cohuna. Tourism is very important. It
is worth $225 million to the economy of northern
Victoria, so people coming to visit is important. We are
doing more than just talking about it; we are supporting
it with $8 million.
We have heard about fire stations and heard the
members for Bendigo East and Yan Yean say that we
are reducing the money, but I do not believe that is so.
We are spending $61 million on upgrades and
replacements of rural fire stations. In the last 12 months
stations have been opened in my electorate at
Tennyson, Pine Grove, Torrumbarry, Echuca Village
and Undera. We are getting on with the job of building
new fire stations.
There is $4.7 million over two years to help better
protect livestock industries from serious diseases.
Earlier we heard the opposition saying that there was
not any money being spent, but here we have an extra
$4.7 million being spent on protecting livestock
industries from serious diseases, with a particular focus
on preparing for an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease.
There have been exercises that show that if there were
an outbreak of foot and mouth in Australia — we have
been fortunate so far that it is not here in Australia —
the cost to the industries would be some tens of billions
of dollars, so we have to get ourselves prepared and
make sure that if it does come, then we can trace it,
minimise it and make sure that we get right on top of it.
As a government, we are putting up our hand, getting
on with the job and making sure we get to it first.
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The member for Bendigo East said that the Regional
Growth Fund is not $1 billion; indeed, the Regional
Growth Fund is $1 billion. She said we have not
committed to it; indeed, we have committed to it. We
have said that it is $1 billion over two terms of
government. We have been putting money in, and there
is money in this budget. What has happened in my
electorate? We have contributed $500 000 towards a
biofuel plant at Barmah, which has generated some
15 jobs. We have also contributed to Mawsons to buy a
new bit of machinery so that its quarries can be efficient
and help across northern Victoria with the important
job of road making. We have also given $69 000 to the
Echuca Historical Society, which importantly now has
more space for its displays.
We have also contributed $90 000 for the car park at
the parklands recreation reserve in Kyabram. The
parklands recreation reserve in Kyabram is a very
important venue. It is used not only by the golf club but
also by the trotting club, the small-bore club, the
Landcare club and the Rotary club. It is a very
well-used facility.
Not only that, it is where the Victorian Women’s Par 3
golf championships are held, and the Victorian Men’s
Par 3 golf championships as well. It is a very important
park for the Kyabram community to have.
The member for Bendigo East spoke about the Bendigo
Hospital, about how it was her hospital and how she
had done it all. But what we have got to remember is
that Labor cannot manage major projects. What we
have done is contributed another $130 million to the
project, and we have got value for money on top of that,
rather than what we heard during the last term of
government where there were cost overruns and time
overruns and we could not get what we wanted because
of that. We are getting more than we thought we were
going to get at this hospital. We are getting a helipad on
top of what we thought we were going to get. We are
getting a convention centre in addition to what we
thought we were going to get. The Bendigo community
is getting more from this because it is being managed
by a coalition government rather than a Labor
government that cannot manage money. What we have
to remember is that there is value for money in what we
are doing, unlike with the previous government where
there was just overrun after overrun.
The member for Bendigo East also spoke about
Shepparton and the mayor of that city talking about
how Shepparton had been snubbed. The mayor was
actually talking about how Shepparton had been
snubbed for 11 years prior; about how they had not got
their court. We have committed to the court in this
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budget. There is a new court going up in Shepparton,
something that did not happen for the 11 years prior.
She also spoke about the mayor talking about schools
and things that Shepparton did not get. Those issues
were there while the member for Bendigo East was a
minister and she overlooked it as well. The member for
Bendigo East needs to remember that when Labor was
in government country Victoria was neglected. All we
heard was spin about what she had in the Regional
Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF), but her
government never spent the full amount of RIDF. I can
say I am very proud of this budget. It is one that builds
Victoria.
Debate adjourned on motion of Ms KAIROUZ
(Kororoit).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

PARLIAMENTARY AND PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATION LEGISLATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2013
Second reading
Debate resumed from 9 May; motion of Ms ASHER
(Minister for Innovation, Services and Small
Business).
Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — I rise to speak in support
of the Parliamentary and Public Administration
Legislation Amendment Bill 2013. The last time this
matter came up for debate, or a matter similar to this,
was the Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation
Amendment (Salary Restraint) Bill 2012. I was among
a very select few who spoke on that bill. I had hoped at
the time that I would not be afforded the privilege
again, but here I am.
The community regards bills such as this with due
scepticism. That is their right and indeed that is their
duty. But I think most members of the public tolerate
their elected representatives drawing some sort of
wage. It is after all a job and it is work. We must
remember when we talk about an issue like this that
democracy does not work if people are not remunerated
for their work, and that goes for people in any
profession. The Victorian people understand that, and I
am sure, more than that, that they respect it. As I said,
most hold no profound opposition to the idea of their
representatives drawing some sort of salary, but I
accept that a lot of them differ over its quantity and its
adjustment. A transparent system of wage adjustment
would assist in holding us all accountable. Transparent
systems keep us accountable so that the community can
be sure that we are putting in our day’s work.
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I think it is fair to say that more and more Victorians
are looking at this government and wondering if they
are getting their money’s worth. For the last two and
half years this government has lurched from crisis to
crisis. Schools and TAFEs are closing, the important
programs in our classrooms have been abolished, crime
rates have gone up but funding for Victoria Police has
gone down, our hospitals are in crisis, our elective
surgery waiting lists are at their highest on record, our
ambos are spending hours banked up outside
emergency departments that are too full to take patients
and the government does not have a plan for jobs. This
government does not have a plan for the future of the
manufacturing industry. That is not governing and it is
just not good enough.
In looking at the appropriate levels of remuneration for
members of Parliament the community has every right
to assess the performance of its elected members of
Parliament. That is intuitively and innately a part of the
political process. The esteem that members of
Parliament are held in, the esteem we hold this
Parliament in, is critical in terms of the way that the
community views us and views our work. This
government has essentially spent two years advocating
for the principle of performance pay. I have to wonder
how much members of this government would be
taking home each fortnight if they subjected themselves
to performance pay. I wonder how much faster this
government would have resolved the many public
sector disputes if their own salary was on the line.
In my six years in this place I have never spoken out
against a pay rise for Victorian workers and I do not
intend to start now. Workers have every right to
advocate for and appropriately pursue their aspirations
in terms of their remuneration. But members of this
government have embraced the idea of performance
pay as if it is part of their political identity. I want to
point out that it took 12 months to resolve the nurses
dispute. I want to point out that it took two years to
resolve the teachers’ pay dispute. I also want to give a
nod of support to the hardworking electorate officers in
this Parliament who are engaged in a prolonged
enterprise bargaining agreement negotiation. Across so
many professions in the public sector tens of thousands
of Victorians have seen their rightful pay rises stifled in
the miasma of this government.
Let us compare that sort of tardiness with the sheer
efficiency with which this government has prepared this
bill. The bill prescribes in great detail how much a
parliamentarian should earn but does not do enough to
prescribe exactly what a parliamentarian should be
doing with their time. While I support the relevant
measures in the bill, I certainly think that more could be
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done in relation to the effectiveness of this Parliament’s
processes.
This government likes to talk about productivity and
performance pay; perhaps it is time we tried a couple of
new key performance indicators ourselves. If we are
drawing a greater salary, we should have a greater
number of sitting days. If we are drawing a greater
salary, we should place a ban on parliamentarians
engaging in external employment. That practice is not
as widespread in Victoria as it is elsewhere, but it still
exists on the other side of the house and it should not; it
is moonlighting. A member of Parliament should not be
able to divide their time between their public duty and
their private interests. It should be the case that
parliamentarians do only the tasks for which they were
elected.
I urge the Parliament to consider reforms such as this.
They would improve the trust that Victorians extend
towards this place and its members, and improving trust
is a critical part of everything we do in this place. When
it comes to integrity and the functions of this
Parliament, that consideration should be sovereign. It
should guide everything we do, but this government has
not done enough of it over the last two and a half years.
It is an honour to sit in this place as the member for
Tarneit. It is the single greatest privilege of my
professional life, and I have never taken it for granted. I
am sure that is the same for my colleagues on both
sides of this house. We understand the great privilege
that has been bestowed on us. However, we must do
more to show the community how honoured we are to
be here and how serious we consider this role to be.
That means we should demand more of ourselves. It
also means we should demand a better standard of
government. That is an observation I make of us
collectively as well as directing it to the government
benches. We can do better than cutting funds from
TAFE. We can do better than cutting funds from sport.
We can do better than cutting funds from hospitals. We
can do better than cutting funds from jobs, than cutting
resources and cutting down a duly elected Premier.
We have to earn the support our community so
generously gives us. We have to make decisions with
only their interests at heart. Most importantly, we have
to talk more about the reforms that affect our
community and less about the reforms that affect us —
reforms such as this one, which really should be the
subject of an independent process of review. I urge the
government to consider the establishment of such a
review body. I urge the government to investigate all
recommendations to that effect. No longer should
politicians sit in judgement of their own worth for the
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community. Such a tribunal would uphold the
democratic pillar of parliamentary remuneration but by
its design would also produce fairer and more
independent decisions, decisions which the community
would be able to trust. There should be no more such
unsustainable mechanisms residing within our control.
No other section of the community indulges itself with
mechanisms to remunerate itself that are managed by
itself. The opposition supports the concept of an
independent review to provide the government with
options for transparent and accountable governance
arrangements.
The wages of members of this place are in an uncertain
situation following the findings of the remuneration
tribunal. As a consequence of the legislation before us
there has now been provided some greater level of
certainty, but it is not absolute certainty, and there is
still a fundamental flaw affecting the integrity of the
processes of wage fixation for members of Parliament.
We must satisfy the Victorian people that they are
getting their money’s worth. We must focus on them
and on them alone. So that I do not betray that focus
any further, I will conclude my remarks there. The
opposition supports this bill.
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — I rise this evening to
support the Parliamentary and Public Administration
Legislation Amendment Bill 2013. The setting of
salaries and allowances for members of Parliament is,
as we know, a perennial challenge. If we go back in
history, we see that our parliamentary forebears were
not paid. Over time the franchise and our Parliament
became progressively more representative. In part
reflecting this development — and it was an
appropriate development — members began to be paid
a salary. I was unable to establish what the earliest
payments for members of this place were, but I observe
that the Australian constitution originally provided for
payment for members of the commonwealth Parliament
of £400 per year until the Parliament provided
otherwise. The people of Australia set a task for
members of the commonwealth Parliament — that is, to
determine their own worth. What has occurred over
time is that the commonwealth has developed an
independent body, the Remuneration Tribunal, to
determine the level of members’ salary and entitlements
and the annual increments that might be allowed
thereto.
For many years, as members know, salaries for
members of this house and of the other place were
determined on the basis of the amount set for federal
members, with a small deduction. When the link was
originally established it represented the salary of a
commonwealth member of Parliament less $500. As a
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result of the actions of successive governments the
differential at its most recent determination was $5733.
As members are aware, the commonwealth
Remuneration Tribunal has conducted an extensive
review of the entitlements of federal members of
Parliament, and that review resulted in a very hefty
increase. I make no comment nor judgement on that
decision. I do, however, note that the salary of a
member of the commonwealth Parliament is currently
$190 550 per annum. That contrasts with the current
salary of a member of this place of $137 535.
Members are also aware that were there no amendment
to the legislation currently in place, salaries for
members of this Parliament would rise by a minimum
of $47 465 on 1 July. That is not an acceptable
outcome. Many of the elements of what would be
called in current terms the ‘package’ we have currently
are allowances that were entirely justifiable and indeed
necessary when they were introduced.
18:05:00

Advances in technology and changes in work practices
mean that they are now no longer as relevant or indeed
as necessary as they once were.
In the report entitled Independent Review of Victorian
MPs’ Salary Entitlements, Allowances and Other
Arrangements, the author concluded that the current
salary of Victorian MPs is below a fair and adequate
level — and that is his language, not mine. In the
opinion of the author, if the matter is not addressed
there may well be an adverse effect on the quality and
effectiveness of this Parliament over time. In support of
this view, he makes the point that increasing demands
are placed on members of Parliament and recognises
the impact of communications technology in recent
years. Certainly I have noticed that creep, as I am sure
all members have, since, like the member for Tarneit, I
joined this house a little over six years ago.
The author also acknowledges the impact of the closure
of the defined benefit scheme and confirms that it was
effectively a significant reduction in the remuneration
of members of Parliament elected after the closure of
that scheme in 2004. He goes on to express concern that
MPs’ remuneration does not provide fair and
reasonable recompense for the role, given the
associated responsibilities, accountabilities, demands
and pressures. He concludes that over time the
community may have diminished confidence that MPs
are acting single-mindedly in the public interest — that
is, if salaries continue to decline — and indeed that they
may well start to have one eye on their financial
security. Importantly he points out — and I think often
we ourselves forget this — that members do not enjoy
the benefits and conditions of employment taken for
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granted by most in the community, including accrued
annual leave, or indeed annual leave of any sort at all.
Certainly they get no loadings, no sick leave, no
long-service leave and no redundancy pay.
The situation in which we find ourselves this
evening — that is, that this Parliament has to determine
on a regular basis its own level of remuneration — is
not ideal. The challenge has in effect been forced upon
us by decisions taken by the commonwealth
Parliament. I do not mean that in any way as a
criticism; I simply recognise it as a fact and a
contributing circumstance to the debate that we are
having today. I would suggest that we have a duty to
ensure the future of a strong Victorian Parliament, and
we have an equal responsibility to avoid excess in
remunerating ourselves. We have the opportunity with
this bill to set in place a procedure entirely independent
of this house and of the Parliament and to do so in a
way that provides transparency of process from this
point forward. That is why I support this bill.
The bill proposes two legislated increases, one on
1 July this year of 2.5 per cent, and the same percentage
on 1 July next year. Beyond that time, the bill
introduces an adjustment mechanism linked to adult
average weekly earnings — ordinary time earnings, I
should say — which is of course an ABS index. The
adjustment proposed in this way will mean that from
the passage of this bill members will no longer be
required to provide a self-assessment of worth. I believe
that is a substantial improvement on the current
situation and will ensure that movements in members’
salaries are in line with those occurring in the
community. It is important to recognise that this
outcome will mean that all members will receive an
appropriate adjustment in the next five weeks
equivalent to the inflation rate of the previous year.
Many members will in fact receive only that increment,
including almost all members of the cabinet. I contrast
that with the situation that will apply if this bill is not
passed. A member’s salary would increase from the
1 July to around $185 000.
There are changes in superannuation to reflect the
circumstances I have referred to earlier. Those
members who have joined this house and the other
place since 2004, and that obviously includes me, will
receive an additional level of contribution to their
superannuation, going some way to correcting the
existing disparity between members performing
essentially the same job. It must be noted that this
amount applies only to those members who are not part
of the defined benefit scheme.
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As is noted in the second-reading speech, allowances
are to be abolished for members who travel more than
6 hours away from Melbourne, for members who
attend parliamentary committee meetings when they
are required or when they are required to stay
overnight. The 75 per cent subsidy for a home
telephone of a member is abolished, as is the travelling
allowance for a member’s spouse. Those allowances
belong to another time when there were very different
means of transport and communication. They are no
longer appropriate, and as has been noted, they are not
only out of date but expensive to administer. Those
allowances have been replaced by a small general
expense-of-office allowance, which will now be
available to all members.
I am sure all members who have served in opposition
appreciate the challenges that apply particularly to
shadow ministers. It is not practical to resource a
shadow minister in the way that you would a minister
of the Crown — and the public would not support that.
The burden is very different. It is important, however,
that shadow ministers be remunerated at a level which
reflects their substantially extended responsibilities. As
the commonwealth Parliament has done, this bill
introduces a special expense-of-office allowance for
shadow ministers. The number will be capped to match
the number of ministers of the Crown. Such a measure
can only strengthen our democracy. A number of other
traditional courtesies enjoyed by members of
Parliament, which were extended at another time when
Victoria was perhaps a very different place, will now be
discontinued. Those courtesies include free access to
Crown land, free interstate rail travel for both current
members and former surviving members, and free
parking at Melbourne Airport.
I said at the outset, the task of setting an appropriate
remuneration level for members of Parliament has been
a perennial challenge. This bill will set those
arrangements at arm’s length from the Parliament. I
believe it is a measured and reasonable response. I
support the bill before the house.
Mr SHAW (Frankston) — I agree with much of
what the member for Mornington said and reiterate the
quotes made at a federal level as well. I think the
community has an expectation that the level of
remuneration for members of Parliament must be
adequate for the important duties that members
undertake. I was disappointed to hear the member for
Tarneit sort of talking down the value of what members
of Parliament do. I think we talk ourselves down here
as part of some sort of political bullying game when we
should not. If we are putting ourselves down, what do
we think the media up there will do to us? We should
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start respecting ourselves for the important work we do.
If you do not respect the work, then you should just
leave.
Our remuneration, just to give the house a definition, is
the benefit that we receive — the superannuation, the
car and our salary. I am talking about the whole
package. The level of remuneration plays an important
part in a talented person’s decision to seek this role in
public office. The public also has an expectation that
the level of remuneration will be set in a manner which
is clear and transparent to Victorian taxpayers and, I
think, set independently of those receiving the
remuneration — so set independently from us —
therefore avoiding those otherwise unavoidable and
quite clear conflicts of interest. Consequently my
contribution today will focus on the process for
determining the level of remuneration for members of
the Victorian Parliament rather than on the amount of
remuneration.
I note and acknowledge that people out there have a
range of views. Some people think we are paid too
much, work too little and get the pension. That is one
thought. Others think we are here just as volunteers.
Others think we should be paid a lot more than what we
are paid to do the job, and those people are mainly the
commercial people who understand the role and what
this job entails. They talk about building up companies
and building up people under them, rather than here,
where we tear down — and I think that is a blight on
Parliament. We have already had enough of our
benefits here, if you like, cut. Our, communications
budget was cut by 20 per cent. Where is that being
spread in the media? It is not. The thinking is that
people think we are overpaid and underworked
anyway, so why not cut $20 000 or 20 per cent from
our communications budget?
How about delinking from the feds? An independent
inquiry did that and in two sentences the former
Premier delinked us from our federal counterparts. Is
what we are saying in this Parliament that we are less
worthy than our federal counterparts? That is what we
are saying. With an independent board or remuneration
tribunal, they would take those things into
consideration. They would take into consideration our
lack of job security; we are not public servants in the
sense that public servants have jobs pretty much for
life. We do not; we have a four-year contract with our
electorates, and they make the decision after four years
time.
Then there is the human element of our job. It is people
who have missed debutante balls because they have
been here at 11 o’clock listening to us gasbag on with
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rubbish to fill in our 10 minutes. It is those people who
have missed going to their brother’s funeral, or who
have had to rush back here because pairs were not
made. It is the human element and the human cost. It is
the media scrutiny that we face as parliamentarians —
it is that human element.
However, to be honest, I think here we have lost an
opportunity. The parliamentary remuneration should be
reviewed every so often to ensure such remuneration is
appropriately based on certain principles and criteria. It
is all well and good to say that we are linking to 2.5 per
cent this year and 2.5 per cent based on the salary we
have, but where is that independent tribunal to say how
much we are worth? All of us here will have a different
view of how much we are worth. Let us have an
independent tribunal work that out taking those criteria
into consideration.
The timing, resourcing and terms of reference for such
a review should not be finalised by the government of
the day, given that the consequences of those reviews
are more far-reaching than the likely success or failure
of a particular cabinet. The consequences directly affect
the role and capability of current and future Victorian
parliaments, so I think just a broad-brush review should
include a full work test. Let us start at the start. Let us
have a look at what we actually do. People on this side
of the house who have run a business before will have
had a look at what their employees do, will have made
an assessment on how much we think they are worth
and will have come to negotiation with them.
There should be comparable levels of remuneration. If I
am looking at us as politicians and what we do, then let
us have a look at some of the people we pay. We pay
judges over $400 000 a year. We write the legislation
here, or so I thought, and we debate it, and judges carry
it out. Yet they are on $400 000-plus, which is more
than the Premier. They have job security. After
10 years, they get a 60 per cent non-contributory
pension. There are public servants who are being paid
more than the Premier and ministers receive. From a
business background, that to me is quite amazing. In a
small business, yes, maybe for the first few years a
business operator would pay more to their employees;
but after a while the business is successful, and the boss
should get paid more. I always believe the boss should
be paid more than anyone who is under them. That is
just a principle that I have and believe in. The public
servants also have job security.
I also believe we had an opportunity to address the
inequity that is there now with current politicians and
the remuneration that is being paid to certain pre-and
post-2004 members of Parliament. That has not been
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addressed, and if I follow through with what I am
saying here we should have an independent tribunal do
that rather than it being done by us here. It was Henry
Bolte who said a pension is really protecting the
integrity of the members of Parliament. It is not a lurk
or a perk, and that is something I think we have lost the
opportunity to look at.
The full cost of a member’s entitlements or
remuneration should be looked at too, as well as the
cost of delivering that. My goodness! Those who live
more than 28 kilometres from Parliament get a certain
allowance, but we have to pay it ourselves, fill out a
receipt and send it off to Parliament, then that gets
looked at, stamped by someone and sent back. I would
think a travel allowance would be a lot easier and a lot
less red tape would be involved in being able to utilise
it.
As someone mentioned before — I think it was the
member for Mornington — who said certain things are
outdated. We still get sent a pay packet. My gosh! After
20 years in my own business, I did not know what a
pay packet looked like until two years ago when I got a
pay packet in the mail; but I also get it electronically,
isn’t that marvellous? Why don’t we just get it
electronically and save 60 cents on a stamp? I do not
know why we are not thinking these things through.
Let us look at the full costs of delivering a salary or
remuneration to us — for example, the cost of cars
versus an allowance for cars. Let us have a look at that.
What does it cost for a fleet manager to look after cars
and for them to be kept in stock? What is the cost of
that?
A little one that came out this week is my laptop is fine.
I do not know about the rest of the parliamentarians
here. My laptop is fine, but I get told, ‘Let us upgrade
our laptops’. I tell you what: if I was in business again, I
would not be upgrading laptops every two years just for
the sake of turning them over. I would be looking at the
budgetary side of things, and I would say, ‘Are those
laptops okay to keep going? Yes, they are. Then what
are we doing spending this money?’. It is a question of
what is the cost of delivery. What is it costing Victorian
taxpayers to give us whole package of remuneration,
with all the bureaucracy behind it, all the receipts that
are behind it? How much is that costing and can we do
cost savings on that side of things?
An independent tribunal would be able to do that. I
think we have lost an opportunity to do it, but I would
encourage that to happen — that is, an independent
tribunal to be able to set out parliamentary entitlements
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and remuneration, instead of us setting those for
ourselves.
Debate adjourned on motion of
Mr CRISP (Mildura).
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I would like to read an SMS that was sent to ABC
regional radio after the Deputy Premier had been
interviewed about the budget on 8 May. This person
sent a text saying:
QUOTE NOT SUPPLIED IN TIME FOR VERIFICATION.

Debate adjourned until later this day.
18:22:30

APPROPRIATION (2013–2014) BILL 2013
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr O’BRIEN (Treasurer).
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — I am very
pleased to reply to the Liberal-Nationals government’s
Appropriation (2013–2014) Bill 2013. As anticipated,
this is a desperate budget by a very desperate
government — a government that has had a change of
leader but continues its same old rhetoric and continues
its attack on Victoria’s most vulnerable and
disadvantaged, while at the same time blaming
everyone but itself for the backward turn Victoria is
facing in health, in education, in jobs growth and in
infrastructure. This budget continues the cutting of
services that support disadvantaged and vulnerable
people. This budget has as its underlying philosophy an
attack against working people. It is an attack against our
hardworking families and against the ill and the
mentally impaired.
Members should not for one moment think that this
government has any concern for working people,
because the reality is that the Liberal-Nationals
coalition has never supported working people. It has
never supported working families, and it has never
cared about supporting people who are most in need of
government support. During the last sitting week,
during a matter of public importance, I referred to the
education cuts that have been inflicted on families and
students across regional Victoria in the three years that
this government has had control of the purse strings. I
will not go into detail again, but suffice it to say that the
further $70 million cut from this year’s education
budget takes the total cuts since this government came
to office to over $600 million. Included in this are the
devastating cuts to TAFE, to the Victorian certificate of
applied learning (VCAL), to vocational education and
training (VET) programs, to the education maintenance
allowance, to the School Start bonus and to Reading
Recovery. And of course, we have seen 100 jobs cut
from regional department of education offices, making
it increasingly difficult for schools in the Loddon
Mallee region to access the support they need.

I have never heard so much backslapping and polly waffle.
The damage this Victorian government has done to our
regional education system is unforgivable and will impact on
families for generations.

On top of all of that, there has been an announcement in
the budget of a $20 million being cut from the
apprentice trade bonus scheme. The evidence is clear:
this government has never ever had public, state-funded
educational skills training at its heart — unlike Labor,
which has always and will always make public
education its no. 1 priority.
On top of the education cuts, we have seen health cuts
totalling an additional $210 million in this year’s
budget, which will see a continuation of long elective
surgery waiting lists and a total of $825 million cut
from health since this government came to office. The
elective surgery waiting list at Bendigo Health is now
well over 1100 — the highest number ever of patients
waiting for elective surgery. Bendigo has been waiting
now for six months for the government to get the
construction of Labor’s new Bendigo Hospital under
way.
Meanwhile, Damian Drum, a member for Northern
Victoria in the other place, and the member for Rodney
are attempting to rewrite history and to peddle deceit
among the Bendigo community over this major
infrastructure project. This project was indisputably
started by Labor and is a project that has been mostly
funded by Labor — $528 million was put on the table,
long before the Liberal-Nationals government jumped
on the bandwagon just months before the 2010 state
election. In fact, Damian Drum — and my colleague
the member for Bendigo East has already pointed this
out — went on record when Labor first announced this
project, saying that he did not support a new hospital.
How his tune has changed! How the peddling of
untruths is being perpetuated by government members
around this project.
The commencement of this major regional
infrastructure project has been, without a doubt,
deliberately delayed in order for the government to
pursue its antiworker, anti-union agenda. In its pursuit
of this agenda it has put Bendigo patients and the
Bendigo community last. This project is now months
behind schedule, and there is no doubt in anyone’s
mind that it is unlikely to be finished by 2016. On top
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of this major con of the Bendigo community, the
Liberal-Nationals government still, after three budgets,
cannot tell the community where its promised 800 new
hospital beds are — they are certainly not in Bendigo or
Castlemaine.
I turn to the ambulance crisis that is gripping regional
Victoria. While ambulances are ramping at hospitals
across Victoria, people’s lives are being put at risk.
Rosters are not being filled, and communities are being
left without coverage. Today Labor called on the
Napthine government to fix Ambulance Victoria’s
roster system, which has resulted in dozens of regional
and rural ambulances sitting idle because of shifts been
left unfilled. In fact, in the Loddon Mallee region there
were a total of 462 unfilled shifts in 2012, which is up
from 307 in 2011. The government has not responded
to this crisis, and Ambulance Victoria has not
responded to this crisis. Labor is putting forward a
solution, and I call on the Napthine government to take
heed of our response to this crisis.
Last year the building of the Castlemaine police station
was meant to be started; $12 million was put on the
table by Labor in 2009 for the construction of the new
police station.
20:00:00

Sitting suspended 6.29 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
Ms EDWARDS — Just prior to the dinner break I
was discussing the long delay in the construction of the
new Castlemaine police station, a project funded by
Labor in 2009 when we allocated $12 million for it.
Four years later construction has still not commenced.
In March last year the police architect said that start and
completion dates would be announced within one
month, yet not a blade of grass has been cut nor a single
sod of earth turned. Since the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal gave permission for the station
to go ahead and it received a permit based on revised
drawings 14 months ago absolutely nothing has
happened.
The Mount Alexander Shire Council has in fact only
just issued the permit to build. The successful tenderer
only became known by a small sign suddenly appearing
in the window of the old bank building earlier this
month. Yet according to the budget papers from the last
three years the new Castlemaine police station has cost
taxpayers over $3.3 million so far — as I said, without
a blade of grass having been cut or a single sod of earth
being turned. Fourteen months after a permit was issued
there has not been a single sign of action on this project.
The site remains exactly as it was four years ago. There
was no announcement of the tender process, no
announcement of the tenderers — —
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Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Morris) — Order!
The level of conversation in the chamber is very high. I
ask members to keep it down.
Ms EDWARDS — And there has been no
announcement of a successful bidder. There has been
much secrecy surrounding this project, and the
Castlemaine community deserves better. Recently the
government announced that the project would be
completed by the middle of 2014. I find that highly
unlikely given that it has not even commenced yet. I
will be watching very closely as this project unfolds.
This government and the Minister for Housing have
spent the last two and a half years opening
Labor-funded and federally funded public housing
projects. After two and a half years of inaction
Victoria’s public housing construction is down to its
lowest level in decades. Just 710 housing units will be
built this year, down from 1150 last financial year. In
Bendigo the government is selling off public housing
land instead of investing in new public housing stock.
On top of this we have had the announcement by the
Minister for Disability Services and Reform that the
Sandhurst Centre in Bendigo will be closed within three
years. No-one thinks that institutions are the way of the
future for people with disabilities; however, this
announcement was made by the minister without any
consultation with the residents of the Sandhurst Centre,
without any consultation with their families and without
any consultation with the staff at the centre. The
minister chose to sit in her Melbourne office and issue a
press release and ignore the fallout from her decision.
The staff at the Sandhurst Centre had to tell the
residents about the decision. There was no formal
communication from the minister’s department. The
minister was being very misleading when she claimed
this decision was all about the residents, because they
were never consulted, they were never once contacted
by the department, they had no say in the decision and
now they are expected to make massive decisions about
their futures and go through the upheaval to their lives
associated with moving from what has become their
home, in some cases the only home they have known.
The 85 staff at the Sandhurst Centre are also now
facing very uncertain futures, particularly as the
minister has announced that residential care in the up to
five supported accommodation homes to be built to
cater for the 27 residents of the Sandhurst Centre will
be contracted out. The privatisation of disability
services in the region is a real concern, but it is in
keeping with this government’s ideologically driven
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privatisation agenda. Not only will the current staff be
forced to look for alternative work within the private
sector at reduced wages and with reduced conditions
but the quality of care for people with complex needs
and complex disabilities may be compromised unless
there is significant regulation and quality control of this
service delivery.
The residents of the Sandhurst Centre are a group of
people with very complex needs who require specialist
care by experienced professionals. What we know is
that most non-government organisations and private
providers do not offer the minimum standards for
employment and wages and conditions needed to
ensure that the disability services sector is an attractive
one to work in. But this fits in nicely with the
government’s antiworker philosophy. The Minister for
Disability Services and Reform has dealt very badly
with the process of making this decision and with the
people connected to the Sandhurst Centre. I think it is
time she left her cosy desk in Melbourne and fronted
the staff and the residents and their families of the
Sandhurst Centre to explain her decision and alleviate if
she can the growing anxiety among them about what
this decision will mean for their futures.
20:07:30

One of the government’s actions around disability care
and the budget this year that is of most concern is the
announcement that residential fees in shared supported
accommodation will be up by 63 per cent.
An honourable member — How much?
Ms EDWARDS — Sixty-three per cent, and the
government is almost halving the aids and equipment
budget. This is clear evidence of this government’s
failure to support people who have significant needs.
In the three years that this government has been in
power and has had control of the purse strings there has
been a failure to produce any type of jobs plan, and
4200 public servants have been sent to the
unemployment queue. This year there is a further
$566.7 million in departmental reprioritisation and
adjustments, which equals more job losses and more
impacts on front-line services. There is also a
$40 million cut from the Department of Environment
and Primary Industries, a cut that the Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security agreed was happening at
the Public Accounts and Estimates Committee hearings
last week.
The youth unemployment rate in Victoria is at a record
high of 18 per cent, and in regional Victoria
20 500 full-time jobs have been lost since this
government came to office. There is still no jobs plan.
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Government members are still hanging their hats on
Labor-funded projects. I think the count is up to around
32 Labor-funded projects in the Bendigo West
electorate that this government has opened in the last
two and a half years. Taking credit where credit is not
due is becoming a typical act of this government. I
condemn the government for its absolute lack of
empathy and care in its latest sham budget for the
people of regional Victoria. There is over $1 billion in
cuts to services, a tenfold increase in fines for speeding,
increases in car registration fees and cuts to rebates that
support people with their electricity bills and water
bills.
One of the issues that resonates in the electorate of
Bendigo West is the failure to deliver gas to the
communities of Maldon and Marong — a promise that
was made by this government in 2010 and a promise
that has not been delivered. It is completely
irresponsible of the government to make promises that
it knows it cannot deliver. We have also seen cuts of
$30 million to the community facility funding program.
This will mean that many soccer clubs and sporting
groups across my electorate will miss out on the
funding they need for urgent upgrades.
This is an absolute sham of a budget for regional
Victoria. There is no-one in my electorate who thinks
this government is doing a good job. There is no-one in
my electorate who thinks this government surplus is
going to make a difference to their lives. I condemn the
government for this terrible budget.
Ms McLEISH (Seymour) — It is with a great deal
of pride and pleasure that I rise this evening to speak on
the Appropriation (2013–2014) Bill 2013, and what a
corker of a budget it is! To hear the drivel that has just
been trotted out by the previous speaker absolutely
pains me no end. This is a budget based on sound
economic principles, and this is a budget for which we
need to give thanks to a lot of people in the coalition
who have worked very hard. The Treasurer and the
Premier need to be congratulated, as do the former
Treasurer, the member for Scoresby, and the former
Premier, the member for Hawthorn, who did an awful
lot of work in setting the framework for this great
budget.
The budget is entitled Building for Growth — 2013–14
Victorian Budget, and that is very important because of
where we are at this particular point in time. We came
to government to fix the problems — to rescue the
state — and, in fact, problems there were. They are well
documented. The desal plant will cost $2 million a day
for 28 years — an absolutely disgraceful project. There
is the $750 million white elephant north–south pipeline.
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There are the issues with the Melbourne markets — the
overruns. We had a community services sector in need
of a major overhaul, but we have a Minister for
Community Services who has had the courage to look
at turning it on its head and doing things that have not
been done before. That minister certainly needs to be
commended for her work. We have had a lot of traffic
congestion made worse because of the conflict of trains
and cars. We have had safety concerns; members of the
public were concerned about safety on the streets. It is
something our government has committed to working
towards, and we are continuing the recruitment and
training of the 1700 police and 940 protective services
officers. We have the myki debacle. We have the rate
of growth of the public service being greater than the
growth of the economy.
It is not just those of us on this side of the house saying
this. The Auditor-General reports time and again
proved the mismanagement by the previous
government, the waste of money, the lack of spend on
housing and the deterioration in that area and the lack
of maintenance of schools. We have had ICT projects
that were not even able to get off the ground because
they were so poorly planned and founded.
This is a budget to build for growth, and it is certainly
something you can rely on. The coalition government
will actually deliver on major reform and
transformational change and indeed build for that
growth. I am talking about really building for growth.
We have record infrastructure as part of this budget, but
we also have provision for a surplus, which paves the
way for more transformational projects in time to come.
I would like to quote some comments about the surplus.
The Leader of the Opposition, the member for
Mulgrave, has said on 774 radio that Labor would
welcome a surplus. I am pleased to see that those on the
other side think the provision of a surplus is indeed a
positive step. I know the federal government would
absolutely welcome a surplus if it could only deliver
one. It seems to get further and further behind.
I also want to comment on some of the opposition’s
drivel, particularly that of its lead speaker, the shadow
Treasurer, the member for Tarneit. He said:
This budget gives us no real insight into this government’s
vision and its identity; it does not give us a blueprint for our
state, does not give us a coherent plan and does not have a
clear purpose.

This is from somebody who could not even tell if we
were in recession. He did not know the difference
between state final demand and gross state product
(GSP). Unlike GSP, state final demand is not a measure
of economic growth. The fact that the shadow
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Treasurer is spruiking comments like that in his role
should be taken into account. How can any of his
comments as lead speaker be trusted? State final
demand does not take into account international net
exports of goods and services. We know that this is a
volatile measure and is frequently revised. In relation to
net exports in the state, Victoria is doing exceptionally
well. This is one of the primary reasons we are
continuing the port of Melbourne expansion and also
the growth of the port of Hastings. When you look at
the comments and the exports here you can see how we
are not in recession and how misleading the shadow
Treasurer was when he made those sorts of comments.
With the direction and the insight for building for
growth, there is the dedication of projects in some of
those fast-growing areas in the north and the south of
Melbourne. Those areas had been neglected by the
previous government, areas which it claimed to be its
heartland, and that is quite distressing. I remember the
member for Broadmeadows saying in his maiden
speech that it had only been a few years ago that
Broadmeadows got a library, and I thought that was an
absolute disgrace. I thought that was a blight on his side
of politics because it was Labor that had failed to
provide that — and that was in the former Premier’s
seat as well! Labor members have a proven track record
of neglecting some of what they call their heartland.
One of the other comments made by the shadow
Treasurer was that the coalition believes in building an
$8 billion toll road with $3 million. I know he does not
understand major projects; that is evident from the
work he did with the Melbourne Markets. However,
surely he should understand that the $3 million put
down is what is required in the early stages for the
necessary preparatory work. We are not pretending that
we will build an $8 billion toll road with $3 million. I
thought the member’s comments were quite farcical.
I want to contrast this sound budget that is based, as I
said earlier, on economic principles with the chaos at
the federal level. Not long ago Penny Wong, the federal
Minister for Finance and Deregulation, confirmed a
so-called $17 billion write-down in revenue. However,
when it came down in the budget it was an $18 billion
deficit. Only a few weeks prior to that the federal
Treasurer, Wayne Swan, said there was going to be a
shortfall of $7.5 billion. We started out at $7.5 billion,
then a couple of days later the Prime Minister revised
that and said $12 billion, then the figure became
$17 billion, finally ending up as $18 billion. It is a sad
and sorry state, and it again proves that Labor cannot
manage money.

20:17:30
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As our Treasurer said when he delivered our budget,
there is a choice in how we manage our finances. We in
Victoria are not hiding behind the tough conditions; we
are accepting what we have got and working with it.
We have some $7 billion less in GST revenue coming
our way. We have a whole lot of projects that have
needed major work to get them back on track, but we
have chosen to manage our money strategically and
build for the future. As we build for the future,
particularly with our $6.1 billion infrastructure
program, we are providing jobs and opportunities for
apprentices through those infrastructure projects.
We have not neglected our regional areas. I am pleased
to quote the Victorian Farmers Federation. It said:
We’re glad to see the government listening to rural
Victoria …
The budget also helps us recruit the next generation of
farmers.

When members look at the strength of our exports and
how that strength is founded on the dairy industry, they
can see that it is essential that we look after our farmers.
Coming from a farming background I can absolutely
verify the need for that.
I want to touch briefly on the state infrastructure
programs, health in particular. We have the most
unbelievable infrastructure program being rolled out for
our hospitals. There is a 230-bed facility to be
established at the Monash Children’s hospital. We are
redeveloping the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital.
There is a major redevelopment of Box Hill Hospital,
costing some $448 million. Because we have been
doing so well we are able to bung in an extra floor at no
extra cost. We have the billion-dollar Victorian
Comprehensive Cancer Centre. There is $35 million for
mental health beds at Werribee Mercy.
This is an area of huge growth that was neglected by
the previous government. I heard the member for
Yuroke comment at one point, ‘I could hear those in
government carrying on that we were there for
11 years, but the growth was not there 11 years ago’.
But it was there at the end of their time. It was growing
all that time, and those opposite failed to identify it or
do anything about it.
On top of those investments we now have the
$29 million additional wing at Northern Hospital that
we announced. I was at the hospital with the Premier
and a member for the Northern Metropolitan Region in
the other place. The multistorey development offers an
additional 32 beds. What is great about this
development is that it is being done in such a way that
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extra floors can be added on top quite readily. That is
also evidence that we are building for the future.
What about the corker of a decision for Bendigo,
delivering $640 million to the hospital there? This is
going to set that hospital up as one of the best in
regional Australia. Bendigo is not too far away from
my electorate. We will have a 372-bed hospital with
10 operating theatres, 21st-century technology and best
practice. It is a great move for regional Victoria and
something that I am extremely proud of.
We have a wonderful roads program. The construction
of the east–west link will generate some 3200 jobs. As I
said earlier, this will provide opportunities for
apprentices. There are also trains and trams. We have
already ordered seven X’Trapolis trains, but now there
are another eight on the line worth $176 million. We
have ordered 40 new V/Line carriages and 50 trams.
We have new railway stations in fast-growing areas of
country Victoria such as Waurn Ponds. We have grade
separations happening. Those opposite removed two
level crossings in 11 years. That is a pretty pathetic
effort. We have allocated funds for two grade
separations. These changes will be noticed by train
travellers and also by drivers, who will get the benefit
of those grade separations.
I want to mention the Country Fire Authority (CFA).
The opposition bandied around the idea that there was
going to be $40 million in cuts. In fact we increased the
budget there by $30.4 million. Those opposite were
wrong by $70 million. We know they cannot manage
money; we know they cannot grasp it. I am pleased to
see funding for the 142 CFA stations remaining to be
replaced or upgraded. There is $17 million for
remediation work at Fiskville. The removal of
fire-damaged trees on parks and Crown land will make
it safer for those who access those areas. This is
something that is particularly important in my area
following bushfires, and $7 million over two years has
been allocated to the alpine and mountain ash forest.
Commitment to ongoing planned burns is so important
because that fuel load can take a fire and run.
We have the $110 million port of Hastings project.
There is also $8 million to boost regional tourism. We
know that within the northern part of Victoria tourism
is worth $225 million, so this is a particularly welcome
boost. For towns in the picturesque area of Marysville,
Yea, Alexandra and the Goulburn River, encouraging
tourism does an awful lot. One of my favourites items
in the budget is the encouragement of water reuse
through a $22.5 million investment in water cycle
reform. It is long overdue. I remind the house that we
will be paying $2 million a day for 28 years, and here
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we have a $22.5 million investment in water recycle
reform that could have been done earlier. Locally we
have got the bypass in Kilmore-Wallan — that is
$10 million on the table.
20:25:00

I have mentioned the Northern Hospital and I have
mentioned Bendigo, but I have not mentioned the
Seymour hospital chemotherapy unit that is under way.
We also have a $20 million project at the Kilmore
hospital. That will provide a dedicated outpatients
facility, 30 acute beds and better ambulatory care. One
of the projects that is also under way is the
implementation of backup generators. The Kilmore
hospital and the Caladenia Nursing Home there was
one of the first places where it was rolled out. This was
a bushfires royal commission recommendation that
those opposite thought was too difficult. Let me tell you
that the 24-hour backup generator at the Caladenia
Nursing Home in Kilmore has already been used.
I want to mention the work being done in the area of
Aboriginal affairs and commend the minister for that.
There is $62 million over four years to expand health
service options for Aboriginal Victorians, and
$42 million to boost mental health and drug services. In
particular I want to make mention of the $5 million
being invested to first and second generation members
of the stolen generation.
I commend the budget to the house. I think it is an
absolute corker. The only people complaining are those
opposite. Those people out in our electorates are very
happy indeed.
Mr CARROLL (Niddrie) — I am pleased and
privileged to rise on behalf of the Niddrie electorate to
speak on the Appropriation (2013–2014) Bill 2013.
Following my election on 24 March 2012, I
immediately conducted a survey of the Niddrie
electorate. Out of the thousands of responses, education
and public transport were the two dominant issues
raised by the constituents of Niddrie. People wanted
increased investment in our local schools, particularly
Essendon Keilor College, and a greater investment in
our public transport network with better and more
frequent bus services.
I will start specifically with what I identified as one of
my major priorities upon becoming the fourth member
for Niddrie — that is, funding Essendon Keilor
College — and I am pleased that the Minister for
Education is at the table. Any conversation about
opportunity must include education, the most
fundamental building block to success. Niddrie is
blessed with a great network of schools; however, some
are in urgent need of assistance. It is difficult to inspire
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students on the relevance and importance of education
when the school around them is falling down.
On 24 March this year I celebrated my one-year
anniversary as the state member for Niddrie. In the
morning I participated in the annual Run for the Kids to
raise vital funds for the Royal Children’s Hospital
Good Friday Appeal, and in the afternoon I attended a
centenary celebration of 100 years of education at
Essendon Keilor College, formerly Essendon High
School. First and foremost it must be said that
Essendon Keilor College does have a rich history and
forms an important part of the local community with its
three campuses at Essendon, Keilor East and Niddrie.
Like Rosebud Primary School in the Minister for
Education’s electorate of Nepean, Essendon Keilor
College is in need of vital funds for major infrastructure
works and refurbishments. The difference, however, is
that Rosebud Primary School received funding in this
year’s state budget but Essendon Keilor College did
not.
Last night I happened to be in the chamber when the
Minister for Education spoke on the budget. This is
what he said:
… there is $2.8 million for the second stage of the rebuild of
the Rosebud Primary School. Students there have been in
1950s and 1960s classrooms since that school was built, so it
is wonderful to see that happening.

But what about Essendon Keilor College? Students
there, too, are in 1950s and 1960s classrooms. Indeed,
there are buildings there that are over 100 years old and
in urgent need of funding. Another difference is that
Essendon Keilor College is in a Labor-held
electorate — an electorate that I do not take for granted,
an electorate that I do not consider a safe seat, an
electorate, I must point out, that the government did not
care enough to run a candidate in at the Niddrie
by-election. If it had had the courage to run a candidate,
the first question that would have been asked would
have been, ‘Will you fund the previous government’s
$10 million commitment to rebuild Essendon Keilor
College?’. But at the time Liberal Party elders decided
not to run a candidate because it would be a referendum
on Ted Baillieu’s leadership. Look what happened
12 months later: the referendum came, and the Premier
was forced to resign.
I must say that as with the Rosebud Primary School, the
Minister for Education knows Essendon Keilor College
very well. In the Age newspaper of 6 April 2011 the
minister said this of Essendon Keilor College:
… the conditions out at that school are disgusting, they are
not safe for teachers, they are not good for those students …
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On Thursday, 1 September 2011 my predecessor in the
seat of Niddrie, Rob Hulls, tabled a petition of almost
1600 signatures demanding that the Baillieu
government honour the former Labor government’s
commitment to upgrade Essendon Keilor College.
Following that petition and following the minister’s
own public comments on Essendon Keilor College, the
minister decided to visit Essendon Keilor College for
himself, and I give him credit for doing so.
In September 2011 the Minister for Education visited
Essendon Keilor College and saw firsthand the need to
rebuild the Niddrie campus, which caters for years 7 to
10. The minister’s own department knows the plight of
Essendon Keilor College. On 3 November 2011 the
Herald Sun newspaper published a report based on
documents obtained by freedom of information that
showed that Essendon Keilor College was the state’s
most run-down school, with over 1341 items requiring
attention.
On 3 May 2012 the principal of Essendon Keilor
College, David Adamson, wrote to the minister. I quote
the principal’s letter to the minister:
QUOTE NOT SUPPLIED IN TIME FOR VERIFICATION.
I am writing to you to seek your support for improved
facilities at Essendon Keilor College. The college did not
receive funding for facilities in the 2012–13 budget, but you
are aware, having visited the school, of the very poor state of
the buildings at our Niddrie campus.
Essendon Keilor College is recognised as a leading school in
innovative practices.
… looking to the 2013-14 budget, I would request your
strong support for further funding to bring the Niddrie
campus up to the standard required to deliver the excellent
programs that we offer.

Three weeks later, on 22 May 2012, having received
the correspondence from principal David Adamson, the
minister had this to say about Essendon Keilor College
in the Victorian Parliament. He said:
I know the school. It is a good school, and it will certainly be
part of our future budget considerations when we are working
up to next year’s budget in terms of capital commitments.

The state budget has been delivered, and what did
Essendon Keilor College get? Not a cracker. Not one
cent. Essendon Keilor College did not receive any of
the funding it so richly deserves. This is particularly
disappointing for students, teachers and families
connected to Essendon Keilor College, given there was
an expectation that the Minister for Education
understood the severity of the situation and was
prepared to do something about it.
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It is quite clear that the Napthine government seems to
be basing its education priorities on politics rather than
need. If it was based on need, Essendon Keilor College
was a certainty for funding. In fact, the education
minister had previously mentioned in the Parliament
that his rebuilding program was based on a political
wish list. On 21 December 2010 he told the Victorian
Parliament:
Our members and our candidates came up with fantastic
projects that are worthy and I will fulfil those priorities. We
will … look at all … the other schools —

once they have been fulfilled.
If there is one message I have for the Napthine
government, it is this: I said in my inaugural speech that
funding for Essendon Keilor College was an immediate
task. That task remains.
Since the election of the Baillieu-Napthine government
it is three budgets and three strikes for Essendon Keilor
College. But my resolve only grows for each day the
school does not get the recognition and the funding it
deserves.
As I said in my opening remarks, public transport is
another issue that the constituents of Niddrie want
action on, particularly in relation to improved bus
services. The Niddrie electorate is primarily serviced by
buses and trams. However, I wish to confine my
remarks to buses. Professor Roz Hansen, as members
opposite will know, has more than three decades of
urban and regional planning experience and is
chairwoman of the state government’s ministerial
advisory committee for the Melbourne metropolitan
strategy. This committee’s work will have a huge
influence on the health and wellbeing of countless
individuals, families and communities in coming
decades.
In the Age newspaper of 26 March, Professor Hansen
put forward the case for an increased investment in bus
services, arguing that buses are the solution because
there was insufficient time or money to put in tramlines
and train lines. Professor Hansen said this:
… buses give you flexibility. Buses allow you to be able to
create short shuttle trips and longer destination trips and link
into other transport nodes. Buses are really important …
extremely flexible and adaptable … so adaptable that if you
find that your patronage levels are skyrocketing, immediately
you can start looking at the rolling stock and get more buses
into the system.

How much money did the Napthine government invest
in buses in the 2013–14 state budget? A mere
$25 million has been allocated to improve the bus
network.
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No money has been allocated for a new bus service to
Valley Lake estate. This is despite the
Brimbank-Hume-Melton-Moonee Valley bus service
review recommending a bus service to this estate. This
is the old Niddrie Quarry estate, which by the end of
2014 will have a population of 1500 people. In the
Moonee Valley Weekly of 20 November 2012, under
the heading ‘Bus service to Valley Lake takes a back
seat’, it is reported that:
Public Transport Victoria has no plans for a bus to service the
booming Valley Lake housing estate, despite a request from
its government-funded developer Places Victoria and the
estate having wide roads to accommodate buses.

A Public Transport Victoria spokesperson is quoted in
the article as saying:
Introducing a bus service in Valley Lake will be considered in
future budgets …

Commenting on the situation at Valley Lake estate,
Avondale Heights and East Keilor Residents
Association president Frank Di Blasi said he hoped the
government would reconsider. He said:
People will be completely isolated there …

There was no funding for a new bus service to the
Valley Lake estate. On 16 May I met with
representatives of the Bus Association Victoria and
local bus operators, including Kastoria Bus Lines and
Ryans Bus Service, to find a solution for a new bus
service to Valley Lake estate without cuts to existing
bus routes. Pleasingly we are continuing to work on this
matter. Finally, both Public Transport Victoria and
Places Victoria, the government’s own funded
developer, are working to try to improve the situation
and provide a bus service to Valley Lake estate.
Valley Lake estate is not the only area in the Niddrie
electorate requiring new and improved bus services. I
would like to quote an email I received from a
constituent on 22 December 2012. Her name is Jennifer
Waddell and she lives in Avondale Heights. Jennifer
wrote:
My son is starting school at Keilor Heights PS next year. I
was shocked to discover that we would need to take two
buses to travel just over 2 kilometres to the school. Surely
when a local primary school like Milleara PS closes, the bus
routes should be altered to make it possible for children who
would have attended that school to access the school that it
merged with.
Likewise, we are going to the farmers market at the
Centreway today and will have to catch two buses. Although
there are many buses in this area there are none that go from
one end of Milleara Road to the other. Perhaps business in the
Centreway would improve if people could access it as easily
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as they can access Milleara Mall by bus. This just seems to be
an absurd situation to me. Can it be addressed?

It can be addressed, but it needs to be addressed
through funding, and a mere $25 million is not going to
adequately service the Niddrie community, let alone the
whole of the Victorian population.
When the government comes out later this year with its
metropolitan planning strategy and the noble idea to
have a 20-minute city — 20 minutes to a park,
20 minutes to a shopping centre, 20 minutes to a
school — it is hoped that that strategy will have some
significant funds attached to it for bus services to ensure
increased livability and increased opportunity for
people. Having said that, there was not $1 for the
electorate of Niddrie in the recent budget; not $1 for the
people of Avondale Heights, Airport West, Kealba,
Keilor East, Keilor Park or West Essendon. Community
and opportunity are the hallmarks of good public
policy. Unfortunately this third budget of the Baillieu
and Napthine governments does not address
community opportunity, it does not address the people
of Niddrie and it certainly does not address the
demands and expectations that the people of Niddrie
have for better public transport and better schools.
Doutta Galla Community Health and Moonee Valley
Legal Service, key government agencies in the
north-west, are crying out for additional funds, and this
government has missed the opportunity to provide the
funding that they so richly deserve.
Having said that, I hope in future years — we have one
more budget before the next election — the community
of the north-west, the people of Niddrie, can get the
funding they so richly deserve. I hope the Minister for
Education, who is still at the table and has heard my
speech, can come back out to Essendon Keilor College
and see that the situation has not improved and that
funding is desperately needed for that school.
Mr SHAW (Frankston) — This is a good time of
the year to speak about the budget, especially a budget
such as this. We received a large amount of praise in
the local media in Frankston for the budget. The
Frankston Times of 9 May was saying, ‘Shaw’s budget
bonanza’. I thought that was a fantastic heading about
what we received for Frankston. I will not read out all
of what they said.
Further news items in the local papers included
‘Windfall sets college abuzz’ and ‘State hands
Mount Erin $8.1 million to boost school’. The principal
there said it is a state-of-the-art design for both
buildings and it will be terrific for parents. They paid
tribute to the tireless work of the member for Frankston,
and I thought that was nice of the local paper as well.

APPROPRIATION (2013–2014) BILL 2013
98

ASSEMBLY PROOF

The local papers are so different to our daily papers
when it comes to Frankston. They are a lot more
positive towards Frankston than our dailies, which love
putting Frankston down, and putting the member for
Frankston down as well. The Frankston Weekly, one of
three papers in my electorate, had the heading ‘State
cash win for Frankston rail users’. I pick up the point
made by the member for Broadmeadows in his
contribution. He said that poor Broadmeadows missed
out and Frankston got Broadmeadows’ money. No, it is
not Broadmeadows’ money; it is the money of the
taxpayers of Victoria. It is not Broadmeadows’ money.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr SHAW — The local papers are very good most
of the time. They are so good that the other week when
the member for Cranbourne and the Leader of the
Opposition came down to talk about crime statistics in
Frankston where did they go? The photo was taken
right outside the old Kookaburra cafe. The history of
the Kookaburra cafe attests that it is not the friendliest
place in Frankston. I am sure other towns and cities like
Broadmeadows would have a place such as this, which
has a history of certain wrongdoings and law and order
problems. There these members were, parading and
saying that crime is up, right in front of crime capital,
the old Kookaburra cafe. Those two showed some
magnificent local knowledge there, wandering into my
town and trying once again to put down the people of
Frankston, saying that crime is up in Frankston and
making that slur, which Labor members have been
terrific at. There were putting Frankston down when
they were in government and had Frankston for a little
while, and they are doing it just as well in opposition.
20:42:30

I give praise where praise is due. I would not give any
to the daily papers, of course, but praise where praise is
due for our three local papers. Another one the week
after headed ‘Cashed up creek’ was about a campaign
promise I made to dredge Kananook Creek. There were
a few leftie troublemakers wanting to cause trouble,
saying, ‘This promise is never going to come’, but sure
enough Kananook Creek mud is in their faces now,
because the promise was made and the dredging of that
creek will happen.
Another interesting thing that happened was when Lord
Farquaad — what is his name, the member for — —
An honourable member — Monbulk.
Mr SHAW — The member for Monbulk contacted
Mount Erin College, just like he did last year. Last year
he rocked up with a cameraman, and thankfully the
principal kicked him out. He was trying to cause
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problems. The Minister for Education, who is at the
table, he knows what problems were being caused. The
principal, Karen Lee, said, ‘On your bike; off you go’.
They got $900 000 last year for the planning of works
for Mount Erin College, which was part of my
campaign promise of $9 million to revamp and redo the
school. The planning process was fantastic. Karen Lee
and her staff were working tirelessly with the planners,
and they got a fantastic result. When it came to budget
time this year I was hoping the $8.1 million would
come through. What did the member for Monbulk do?
He rang up Karen Lee, the principal of Mount Erin
College, to cause trouble once again and basically slur
Frankston and Frankston people, saying, ‘You’re not
going to get anything. The promises of the coalition
government and Geoff Shaw are not going to be
delivered’, but sure enough mud is on his face again
because a couple of days later $8.1 million was
announced in the budget. The principal was absolutely
rapt. She got on the phone to me and the Minister for
Education to give us a big wrap, and sure enough in the
newspaper she has given us glowing reports with regard
to that. I thank those papers that, unlike the dailies, print
a lot of the truth.
As an accountant, one thing I like about budgets is
seeing a profit at the end of the day, or a surplus in this
case. I like seeing a surplus. This is the first time that
the turnover has been $50 billion, and about half a per
cent or so has gone into surplus, around $225 million.
Half a per cent is a pretty skinny margin. You would
not want to be running a business for too long with that
sort of margin if you are turning over those figures. But
the government is not here to make a profit; it is here to
deliver good services, run the state efficiently and show
good leadership, and I think the budget does that.
One thing that businesses ride on is confidence, and
what I have found over my 19½ years in business as an
accountant is that confidence is important for a
business, for a community and even for a club. A club
rides on confidence. Looking at small businesses, there
was a lack of confidence out there. The federal
government was throwing in a mining tax here and a
carbon tax there. There was no consistency. There was
concern, and people were worried. What can be done at
a state level to change that lack of confidence? This is a
good government offering good policies, and it is
delivering what it promised, especially in Frankston.
What more can be done? In recent times, since the
change in leadership and the delivery of the budget, the
public has soared with confidence. It has taken that on
board, and people are starting to do things.
The Treasurer has come out and announced that there
will be $6 billion to $8 billion invested in the east–west
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link. A number of months ago at the gym I was talking
to a concreter who was one of the contractors for
Abigroup at Peninsula Link. He said to me, ‘Mate,
there’s nothing in the pipeline. Nothing is coming up’. I
said, ‘Let’s just wait and see’, and then up come these
projects. He is very excited. There are 3000-odd jobs
that will be created with east–west link at a local level.
He lives locally in Frankston, and it is very exciting for
him.
It is important that in a budget you show that you can
manage money. The old adage comes out — it is not
just a cliché or something we say; we say it because it is
true — that Labor cannot manage money. It is very
simple. This new Treasurer has come out with a
$225 million surplus. One of the things I liked in the
Treasurer’s speech was that he said the government is
building surpluses so that it can fund future
infrastructure projects from those surpluses. He said
that the government does not have to go further into
borrowing but can finance them from the surplus. To
me that makes sense.
It is simple advice at a basic individual level, when
people are struggling with finances, to say, ‘Don’t put it
on the credit card; buy it when you’ve got cash’. If you
save up for it and buy it when you have cash, you do
not get into the problem of having debt and you do not
have a problem when interest rates change. If they
increase or the economy changes, you are caught short.
It is best to be cashed up, and that is an important aspect
of this budget. I applaud that on a statewide level, and it
is the same advice I would give to individuals and to
businesses as well.
At a local level, how are we going in Frankston? Last
week someone on the radio said, ‘Politicians should be
paid based on their performance and on the campaign
promises they have met’, and I said to this particular
reporter, ‘I should get a pay increase because there is
only one campaign promise I made that has not been
met as yet’. It is $170 000 for recycled water, which is
quite a simple one.
One of my campaign promises that has been met was
$120 000 for lights for the Peninsula Strikers soccer
club. That has been delivered, not in this budget but in a
prior budget. It is a consistent effort the government has
made throughout budgets to meet campaign promises. I
know that throughout the coalition those promises are
being met. After each budget there are campaign
promises being met. I remember one of the first times I
heard the former Treasurer, the member for Scoresby,
speak. He held up a list of campaign promises and said,
‘All these will be met’. Sure enough, true to his
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word — and this Treasurer is following on — the
government has met its promises.
There was $76 million over the last two years for the
Frankston Hospital. Another interesting thing is that
these lefties think they can roll into Frankston, and
some of them literally roll into Frankston. We have had
the Leader of the Opposition, the member for Monbulk
and the member for Cranbourne, and then we had upper
house member Lee Tarlamis, a member for South
Eastern Metropolitan Region, come through, criticising
Frankston Hospital and saying, ‘Oh my gosh, there are
waiting lists’. He does not even live in the area, and he
did not open his eyes and see the construction work that
is happening. There is $76 million being spent on a new
emergency department and 64 acute beds. You do not
just click your fingers and automatically 64 beds are
there; it takes some time. He was not here in the
previous Parliament — I understand that, and nor was
I — but he should remember that building something
takes time. You have to plan it, do the foundations and
put the beds in. It takes time — but, no, anything for a
cheap line.
There was a cheap line at the beginning of the year
when that same member came out and said that school
crossing funding was going to be cut. Guess what the
timing was for that? The timing was the first day of
school, which was so irresponsible. It was irresponsible
to put fear into parents, children, school councils and
school crossing supervisors. He came out into my
territory, rolled into Frankston, spurting untruths, and
said, ‘Get some of those lefties on board, and we’ll
criticise Frankston once again’.
It is a constant put-down of Frankston by the left, by the
commies. The question is asked: why do they hate
Frankston? My answer to that is I do not know.
Frankston is a great place. The University of the Third
Age received $10 000 for some computer equipment.
That place, under the presidency of Gail Dudeck, has
gone from under 300 members to over 700 members in
two years, which is fantastic. Further, $3000 went to the
Frankston toy library. Those promises are already being
kept.
We of course have the protective services officers.
Frankston has the largest allocation of police in the
state. In this budget not only is there the $2.5 million
for Kananook Creek to be dredged and desilted and
$8.1 million for Mount Erin Secondary College — for
which we are praised in the local papers — but there is
also $13.8 million for the transit interchange at
Frankston, as well as the whole $900 million for the
Frankston line. Some terrific stuff has come out of this
particular budget. Once again, it is not just now; it has
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been consistent funding over the last couple of years for
Frankston. As I said, the promises have been fulfilled.
As an outsider to the budgetary process, one of the best
things was the visit of the Minister for Education to
Derinya Primary School regarding some land that was
urgently needed. It is a big school — the biggest in
Frankston. The school council put together a fantastic
presentation, which at the time was the best that the
Minister for Education had seen. It is still the best that
he has seen. Over a number of months we managed to
get $1 million forwarded outside the budgetary process,
which I thought was a great win for Frankston and a
great win for that school.
Labor talks about jobs, jobs, jobs. The east–west link is
going to bring 3000-odd jobs. South East Water
moving to Frankston will bring 700 jobs. It will also fill
those buildings which Labor was of course happy to see
empty because they put Frankston down. South East
Water has seen that Frankston is the place to be and is
moving its headquarters to the best beach in Victoria.
Some people from Brighton might think their beach is
better, but I say that they have not won the Clean Beach
of the Year award for the past two years.
The former Minister for Ports, now the Premier, came
down in January to announce $600 000 for the
Kananook Creek boat ramp. There has been a constant
looking at Frankston and saying, ‘This is a great place’.
Frankston has been let down by Labor in the past. Out
of the six central activities areas — formally known as
central activities districts — Frankston had the lowest
funding allocation with $12.5 million. Dandenong had
$290 million and Broadmeadows had something like
$60 million. The member for Broadmeadows can cry
and whinge all he wants, but Frankston has got the
money — and it is the place to be.
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — I rise to contribute to
the debate on the Appropriation (2013–2014) Bill 2013.
If ever we wanted evidence of what the phrase
‘30 pieces of silver’ means in this place we have just
heard it from the member for Frankston. If ever we
wanted to see to what grubby depths this Premier and
his grubby outfit have sunk, we have just heard it from
none other than the oracle from Frankston himself.
Such conceit, such disgraceful behaviour bring shame
on this place. This government will be judged by that
standard.
Ms Asher — On a point of order, Acting Speaker, I
refer you to standing order 118 headed ‘Imputations
and personal reflections’. We have just witnessed the
member for Albert Park make an imputation and
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personal reflection on the member for Frankston. The
standing order says, inter alia:
Imputations of improper motives and personal reflections
on … members of the Assembly … are disorderly other than
by substantive motion.

The member for Albert Park has been here long enough
to know that if he wishes to make an imputation or
comment on the member for Frankston then he should
do so by way of substantive motion. I urge you, Acting
Speaker, to uphold the standing orders of this place.
Given that the member for Albert Park has been here
for so long, he needs to abide by the standing orders.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Morris) — Order!
Does the member for Albert Park want to withdraw?
Mr FOLEY — I withdraw. In regard to the
appropriation bill, I will now withdraw my comments
and simply move on. What this budget does is define
the Napthine government as what we all know it to be:
a fraud. It is a fraud when it comes to the claims of
building investment and growth, following the failures
of the first half of this Parliament under the former
Premier, the member for Hawthorn. This budget will
mark the beginning of the unravelling of the Napthine
government. It may have a new figurehead in charge,
but after a brief spin-led change of leaders there is little
change of substance.
This government is an elaborate fraud and is pulling the
wool over the eyes of Victorians. Its main claim is that
this is a budget for growth. Rather than that, what we
see is that Victoria is grinding its way slowly down the
economic charts of the nation and with it is going the
ability to invest in a stronger, better, fairer, sustainable
Victoria. With no real prospects of jobs and investment
in this budget, what we see instead are sad substitutes,
spin and this government’s commitments all being built
on a foundation of sand. The budget papers for next
year and beyond in the forward estimates set that out
clearly. Next year we have a predicted 1.5 per cent
growth rate. The debt in the budget papers is predicted
to rise to $25.1 billion. This is from a government that
promised to reduce debt. The budget papers point to
employment growth declining further against the
comparative population growth rates.
Programs worth $1.5 billion are coming to an end. You
truly get a lottery prize if you can identify in the budget
papers which ones are ending and figure out the
consequences as this government now brings a new era
of secrecy and lack of transparency into the budget
process. That again is totally contrary to its pre-election
claims.
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We see that the chief veterinarian who runs this cabinet
is seeking to reduce the level of services available to
Victorian communities, not because the state budget
books the government inherited were in a bad way or
because the people of Victoria are calling for service
reductions but because the members of this government
do not actually believe in the notion of quality public
services being delivered by an active state government.
They do not believe the role of government is to build
the public good. Like all Tories, they are anti the public
sector. Their view is that less government is good,
regardless of the circumstances or needs of the
communities they are dealing with. They believe it is
just not what the government is here to do. They
believe it is not their job to invest in critical services
that improve lives and futures, that sustain
environments and that respond to looming climate
challenges; to properly organise and deliver public
services such as social housing and services that meet
the needs of Victorians living in Department of Human
Services community facilities; or to build Victoria’s
base of secure jobs for the future, a world class
education system or the best possible health care,
communities and services for families.
Instead what this government’s members do is seek to
reprioritise some $566 million worth of programs. They
dress up cuts of over $1 billion as savings — using
these as excuses — taken from budgets over the
forward projections. It would be a very brave
department that would be able to deliver on those
without hacking seriously into further services. In the
Public Accounts and Estimates Committee process so
far we have established that this budget delivers, on top
of previous cuts, cuts to health of over $200 million,
cuts to education of over a further $69 million and cuts
across the board to areas such as justice, housing,
employment programs, the regions, the cities and the
services communities most need. At the same time the
government revenue side of the equation suffers from
an odd combination of poor management by this
government despite it being underpinned by — and the
record shows this — record amounts of GST revenue
from the federal government. That admittedly is on the
basis of a formula that continues to discriminate against
Victoria but which this government is yet to engage
with via a serious reform approach with the
commonwealth.
If I might be so bold as to issue a word of advice to
those opposite, I suggest they best lock down the deals
with the federal government they know now, because in
the sad event of the election of an Abbott government
the savings to be extracted from the hides of the states
would see the current scare campaign of those opposite
on federal funding fade away to the soft memory of
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what will come to be seen as the good old days. The
average rise in projected GST revenue of some 6.5 per
cent per annum over the forward projections in the
budget papers will in coming years — in the sad event
of the election of a Liberal government — seem like
rivers of gold when set against the hopes of the states.
What the Dr Doolittle of Victoria and his cabinet of
born-again, spin-driven media tarts have really
delivered is a media campaign based on their attempts
at political survival not a decent budget delivering
services for a better, more prosperous and fairer
Victoria.
State politics is really about delivery of services, and
Victorians will judge governments on the basis of the
delivery of those services. How you deliver them, the
priorities with which you deliver them and the funding
with which you deliver them reflect the values and
priorities you bring as a government. Our communities
will judge governments by how in touch they are with
the values that underpin those services. Documents
such as those of this budget, built on spin rather than on
substance, and the governments that rely on such
documents, will inevitably unravel — slowly but
inevitably. With no commitment to a jobs plan, no
commitment to a program of education, skills,
manufacturing, quality services or jobs of the future,
this government will unravel. With it having no
commitment to education investment, we will see the
tail of the investment in schools promised by the
government in 2010 growing ever longer. The lack of a
commitment to health sees ambulances ramping in
growing numbers, struggling to cope with the demand
in growth, and Victorians waiting in pain on growing
hospital lists. Then of course there are the cover-ups,
the scandals and the messes which have plagued this
government and which will continue to plague it whilst
it continues to ignore the realities applying to its public
policy programs.
We saw the appalling circumstances of the departure of
the former Premier brought about by his disloyal
backbenchers and treacherous colleagues. We look
forward to the member for Hawthorn setting the public
record straight on the circumstances of his self-inflicted
political execution at the behest of his apparent mates.
Let us consider what this budget might well mean in the
electoral district of Albert Park. In relation to jobs, let
us consider the vehicle industry, which is based — in
Victoria — in the Fishermans Bend industrial precinct,
with its high-tech, advanced design, internationally
based and internationally competitive sections, together
with the Holden engine company and the Holden
manufacturing plant. The failure of this government to
step up and be seen as a serious player in saving the
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Ford enterprise places, by sheer weight of fact, the
sustainability of the rest of the sector and its jobs at
potential risk. We all need to put aside the partisan
nature of this place to ensure that those jobs and that
sector and the high-skill manufacturing that goes with it
are secured.
The services sector, which booms in the district of
Albert Park, also operates in and around that same area
and well beyond. Increasingly it is suffering from the
offshoring of high-skill, high-wage jobs in everything
from design to services, including customer services,
and support — in fact pretty much anything that is not
nailed down. While the ability of some of the nation’s
governments, such as the state governments, to operate
levers in this sector is limited, they are not without
opportunities. Again, however, because this
government takes the view that it is not its role, it stands
back and lets this offshoring grow at a rate of knots.
In the area of education we have seen continued
inaction. Despite the promise of those opposite in
September 2012 to build a new school for the booming
communities of the inner south in the Fishermans Bend
precinct of the Minister for Planning, all we have seen
is a commitment to purchase a site in that increasingly
shaky Fishermans Bend precinct of South Melbourne.
21:07:30

We have from the government no commitment to
design, no commitment to consult with the community
about how the school will operate or indeed any idea of
when it will open and which communities it will serve
and enrol from. This is because, as FOI documents
show, the government has no intention of assisting the
soon to be full schools surrounding this area to have
their waiting lists alleviated. As those documents show,
the government will wait until the Fishermans Bend
building precinct is commenced, and it has no plans to
open those schools before 2017. This will mean that a
child commencing school locally when this government
was elected will go through their entire primary school
education with no additional outcomes of school
infrastructure locally other than the endlessly
increasingly rows of portables eating away their scarce
open space.
Neither was there provision for the expansion of
secondary schools in the area. There continues to be no
investment for the third year running for Elwood
College and its growing numbers and indeed for the
innovative education hub precinct that it has developed
with neighbouring educational institutions. It is there,
ready to go and ready to be funded, but it continues to
be ignored. Nor indeed was there funding for Albert
Park College, with its growing number of students, its
shrinking enrolment boundaries and its inspired year 9
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learning hub proposal for the soon to be vacant Circus
Oz site that has yet to be responded to.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr FOLEY — I just point out to the Minister for
Sport and Recreation, who is at the table, that even
though the Minister for Education opened the site, this
was a site built, delivered and totally achieved by the
former Labor government.
This week we learned that education support for our
most vulnerable young people will be ended by this
Liberal budget. We learnt that funding for groups like
SKYS, HEAT, Whitelion, Youth Connect and YMCA
Bridge will stop at the end of this financial year. So not
content with hacking into TAFE, the Victorian
certificate of applied learning, the education
maintenance allowance, Reading Support and a number
of other programs that help at-risk young people —
especially those enduring homelessness, those
emerging from the youth justice system and those
dealing with substance abuse — to stabilise their lives
and give them confidence, training and jobs for the
future. What does the government do? It is ending those
programs for the most at-risk young people. If the
Minister for Employment and Trade will not stand up
for this program, and if the Minister for Youth Affairs
will not stand up for it, perhaps the Premier might avert
this totally avoidable outcome of ruining this program
and instead invest in building lives.
In the short time left to me in this debate I might
conclude by pointing out that a number of families
whose family members reside in Department of Human
Services residences in my electorate have been appalled
at the attacks on their family members through recent
changes to the processes of charging fees for those
accommodation services. They have expressed the hope
to the minister concerned that she will revisit her
decision, because under the incredibly offensive
heading of being ‘fair and balanced’ in this process she
is in fact making people’s lives more miserable, and
that will be the defining feature of the Napthine
government.
Ms MILLER (Bentleigh) — I am delighted to rise
to speak on the Appropriation (2013–14) Bill 2013.
Can I say I am also delighted to say I am proud,
privileged and honoured to represent the Bentleigh
electorate. The Victorian coalition government has
delivered its third fiscally responsible budget. Thanks
go to the Treasurer and his team for their hard work in
delivering a fair budget to Victorians in challenging
economic times. Previous budgets have created a strong
foundation, and the 2013–14 budget builds on existing
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successful reforms. The coalition government has once
again delivered a sustainable budget that is building for
growth in Victoria. The coalition continues to govern
with purpose to strengthen the state’s finances. The
outlook for the Victorian people is positive, with the
state’s economy performing well, having proven to be
resilient during difficult financial times. After 11 long,
dark, miserable years of the Labor government running
an unsustainable budget and plunging the state into
significant debt, the coalition government has rescued
Victoria’s finances.
This budget assists Victorians by managing the cost of
living pressures. The first home owner grant for new
homes will be increased to $10 000 from 1 July 2013.
This initiative will promote the building of new homes
in Victoria. This supports jobs that grow the economy
and reduce pressure on housing affordability in the
state. This budget is about growing the economy,
growing employment, growing surpluses and building
major new infrastructure. It is about building
state-shaping infrastructure like stage 1 of the east–west
link project at a cost of more than $6 billion; providing
$100 million to progress the development of a container
port at the port of Hastings; providing $280 million in
additional funding to fix, maintain and upgrade key
parts of the road network; and introducing a $52 million
metro level crossing blitz package to progress removal
of railway level crossings. This is on top of
$350 million allocated in the 2012–13 budget.
Victorians are beginning to understand that the
Napthine coalition government is a government that
delivers for its communities, as I am delivering for the
residents in the Bentleigh electorate. I also have to
make note that if this government had not taken the
steps it has, the increasing expenditure drain on the
state budget would have put the state in debt to the tune
of approximately $70 billion. That is just phenomenal.
In terms of Victoria versus the commonwealth on net
debt as a share of gross state product and gross
domestic product, Victoria is tracking at about 6 per
cent compared to the federal government at 11 per cent.
It is clear that Labor cannot manage money.
If we look at the health portfolio, we see that the
coalition government is strengthening health care in
Victoria. We are delivering the new $630 Bendigo
Hospital and fully funding the Monash Children’s
hospital and Royal Eye and Ear Hospital
redevelopments. Other health-care infrastructure
projects across Victoria include the Waurn Ponds
community hospital; the Werribee Mercy Hospital,
where I have had the privilege of working in a previous
life; the Northern Hospital, where I have also worked;
and Numurkah Hospital, where I have been as well.
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This government takes health care seriously, and we are
delivering for residents in Bentleigh and Victoria in
general.
Growing families in Bentleigh will benefit from the
new Monash Children’s hospital. Funded in the
2013–14 budget, the new Monash Children’s will
provide a 230 bed hospital to include inpatient and
surgery facilities, 96 paediatric beds, 12 dedicated
children’s cancer day beds, 20 same-day beds,
10 paediatric intensive care beds, 30 neonatal intensive
care cots, 28 beds providing mental health services for
children and adolescents, 3 operating theatres, a
procedure room and medical imaging facilities. This is
just wonderful for the people of Victoria. The Monash
Children’s will serve the rapidly growing population of
Melbourne’s south-east growth corridor and the
Gippsland catchment. It will treat 7000 more children
each year annually. The successful tender applicant will
manage the project, which will begin in 2014, with the
expectation of completion in 2016. Essentially it will be
open for business in 2017. This builds on a pre-budget
announcement of $7.2 for Monash Health to replace
vital medical equipment and carry out infrastructure
upgrades for the Victorian hospital. More than
$11 billion has been allocated in this budget for health
care in Victoria, and I know that Bentleigh residents
and other Victorians embrace that.
Let us look at transport. The coalition government
continues to deliver for Victorians in transport. Since
November 2010 the coalition has announced the
purchase of 15 X’trapolis trains. X’trapolis trains are
the most reliable trains for passengers travelling to and
from the city. In this 2013–14 budget we announced the
allocation of $100 million for upgrades and
maintenance work on the Frankston, Werribee and
Williamstown lines. Upgrades will include work on
tracks, signalling and power, maintenance facilities,
service reliability, lighting, CCTV cameras and
disability access. All of this was neglected by the
previous government for 11 years, and this government
is listening to Victorians and delivering.
The Frankston railway line is one of Melbourne’s
busiest, carrying 60 000 passengers each weekday. In
June 2010, under Labor, the Frankston line train
punctuality was just 65.5 per cent. Now under the
coalition punctuality has increased to 91.2 per cent.
That is a significant increase. And there is more. In
addition we have allocated funding to planning and
construction to permit removal of the North Road,
Ormond, crossing. This is great news for the residents
of Bentleigh and those in surrounding areas.
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In the weeks preceding the budget I had the pleasure of
having the Premier, the Treasurer and the Minister for
Public Transport at the railway station to make the
announcement. I am delighted that the coalition
government has allocated funding in this budget for
planning and construction of the Southland railway
station. This budget does not state the total investment
funds due to commercial sensitivity. Unlike the ALP,
the coalition government always has the interests of
Victoria’s taxpayers at the front of its mind, particularly
when it comes to major projects. The budget notes that
the new railway station will improve transport
accessibility, enable further local investment and
deliver on the coalition’s 2010 pre-election
commitment — more great news for Bentleigh and
commuters on the Frankston line!
The budget also provides $25 million to enhance bus
services that will include transport coordination
between grassroots for commuters, so if you are getting
off the train and you want to catch the bus, guess what:
there it is. I have a note here of an article in the Herald
Sun of 4 October 2012, with a title that talks about
‘Counting the cost of chaos’. If the coalition
government had not done anything about transport, this
article talks about road rage and traffic congestion.
Another article in the Age of 13 March 1996 talks about
the Labor opposition under former Premier, then
Leader of the Opposition, John Brumby. It says that if
elected, a Labor government would make an absolute
commitment to scrap the CityLink project, and here we
have an issue where the opposition is opposing the
east–west link. If that did not go ahead this state would
be in disarray.
Let us look at law and order. Protective services
officers (PSOs) policy continues, funding the
recruitment and training of an additional 1700 Victoria
Police officers and 940 PSOs in this term of
government. This is the largest single law enforcement
recruitment exercise in Victoria’s history. In April
2013, construction began at Bentleigh railway station
ahead of the deployment of the protective services
officers, and the residents are going to welcome those.
They love the PSOs at Ormond station and cannot wait
till they get onto the McKinnon, Bentleigh, Patterson
and Moorabbin stations.
According to Public Transport Victoria, the incidence
of graffiti where PSOs are present has fallen
significantly and feelings of personal security have
increased. That is a far cry from the opposition when it
was in office for 11 years. Despite the Chief
Commissioner of Police, Ken Lay, declaring the
resounding success of the PSOs deployed today, the
Victorian opposition refuses to support this policy. To
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date approximately 10 000 fines have been issued and
1397 arrests have been made by PSOs. The coalition
government is known to have a good record of
improving community safety. This budget delivers on
previous successful law and order reforms. This creates
a strong foundation to build on. The budget of 2013–14
will invest more than $5.1 billion in police, courts and
corrections. This is a far cry from the what the
opposition did when it was in office.
Let us look at education. This budget brings the state’s
annual budget for higher education and skills to
$2.3 billion. The budget invests $18 million towards an
international education strategy. This demonstrates real
leadership and a recognition that Victoria must remain
globally competitive and build on a good reputation as
a provider of training and education.
A number of people in Bentleigh attend TAFE courses,
mainly locally at Holmesglen TAFE Moorabbin. This
budget is focused on reforming TAFE to encourage the
highest value courses that lead to real jobs. This
includes apprenticeships, trades and nursing — courses
that have realistic job prospects. This will be achieved
by introducing subsidies for university and TAFE to
reflect the public need for particular jobs.
The existing reforms have already proved to be
successful, with an increase in training participation,
including by those experiencing disadvantage. This
includes $200 million for a TAFE structural adjustment
fund. This initiative promotes innovation, collaboration,
structural reform and business transformation. This
spending is responsible because it is targeted to areas of
need and is sustainable. Additional benefits of existing
reforms include the percentage of unemployed people
enrolling in vocational education and training (VET)
courses having increased from 17 to 24 per cent,
6200 Indigenous students having enrolled in training in
2012 in Victoria and over 40 000 students with a
disability undertaking training in VET courses in 2012.
This is phenomenal and outstanding work that the
ministers for education and this government have
delivered for Victorian students and young people. This
budget builds on these successful reforms, delivering
real job prospects for young people and all Victorians
in training. In Bentleigh, we have Holmesglen
Moorabbin offering nursing courses in a simulated
ward with a breast-screening clinic onsite. This is a
fantastic example of a training institution offering
practical training that will lead to promising
employment prospects for young people.
I would also like to note that final funding was
allocated to Brighton Secondary College, which is
attended by over 40 per cent of students in my
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electorate of Bentleigh. This is a school that was denied
and neglected by the previous Labor government. It just
did not care. Labor members talk about education
reforms, but I have to ask the question because they do
not understand what education is about. They do not
understand what running a budget is about. They do not
understand about the economy of the state of Victoria.
They do not care about the needs of transport users.
They do not care about law and order. In fact, they just
do not get it. They did not get it for 11 years in office,
and here we are two and a half years in and we are
delivering.
All of my colleagues have put election commitments to
their electorates, and they have delivered. They are
delivering, and we as a government will continue to
deliver and work hard for the people of Victoria. This
budget that has been handed down is fair. It is
reasonable, and more importantly it is sustainable.
Again this is something that Labor has demonstrated —
that is, after 11 years in office, it cannot manage money.
We have seen it at a state level, and we see it at a
federal level; the people of Australia will speak in
September 2013, and the people of Victoria will speak
in November 2014.
I even have some references from the Victorian
Employers Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(VECCI), which says:
… today’s state budget — with its focus on new investment
in infrastructure — sets the foundations for economic and
employment growth, while remaining fiscally responsible.

That is what this budget is about. It is about building for
growth for Victorians. It is about creating jobs. It is
about creating stability, and it is about people going
about doing what they choose to do. VECCI chief
executive Mark Stone also said:
The government’s $294 million capital commitment to the
first stage of the east–west link recognises the importance of
advancing state-shaping infrastructure projects.

Further, he went on to say:
This has been complemented by new funding for road
upgrades and maintenance across the state, the removal of
level crossings and an expansion in rail capacity.
New funding for education and schools is also positive and
recognises the importance of continuing to invest across the
education spectrum, from early childhood learning, assistance
for students with disabilities, as well as support for continued
TAFE sector adjustment.
21:25:00

Regional Victoria has not been forgotten in the budget with a
range of initiatives including funding for regional and country
roads, improved health-care services and a boost to regional
tourism promotion.
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We have a record history in delivering. We have a
record budget in place, and we are going to deliver.
I would like to conclude by saying that the coalition
government is about being financially responsible. It is
about building infrastructure for Victorians. It is about
growing jobs and it is about building growth for the
future. The hundreds of residents I have spoken to in
the Bentleigh electorate have welcomed the responsible
and sustainable 2013–14 budget delivered by the
Napthine government — a government that cares for all
Victorians.
We are going to deliver. We are going to create history
in so many different areas that Victorians are not going
to know what has hit them, because we are delivering
what we said we would. We are delivering.
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — It is very pleasing to
follow the member for Bentleigh, and I think she
finished on a note that made the very point that I was
going to make. The point is that many members of the
government, particularly the new ones who have not
been here for very long and who are sitting in very
marginal seats but who choose to travel the world rather
than spend time in their electorates, are very good at
creating and repeating mantras, like parrots.
We heard it really well from the member for Frankston,
and I am glad that the member has entered the chamber
again. What we hear from the member for Frankston —
and he keeps referring to the royal ‘we’; I am not sure
whom he means by ‘we’ given that he is no longer a
member of the government — is the mantra that we
have also heard now from the member for Bentleigh. It
is terms like ‘lefties’ and ‘commies’ that act as a
substitute for any reasoned argument. The member for
Frankston has an inability to mount a reasoned
argument, which I suspect is the result of an absence of
intellect. Instead what we get is stereotypes,
generalisations, prejudices, name-calling, lewd remarks
and gestures, and untruths.
He criticises us as an opposition for going on and on
about jobs, as though that is a criticism. I am sure it is
very easy for him and for others to say, ‘The opposition
is always going on about jobs’. That is easy when you
have a job, although you wonder in the case of the
member for Frankston have long he will have a job. I
make no apology for being part of a party — both now
we are in opposition and when we were in
government — that does everything it can possibly do
to create new jobs and to hang on to the jobs that we
have in this state. We have seen in this last week the
absolute opposite of that happening here in this state.
We have a Premier who when told there will be
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massive job losses — it was a huge announcement that
was made in Geelong and Broadmeadows — got to the
furthest point in the state that he could possibly get to.
We did a lot about jobs in government; we put a lot of
emphasis on that. When we were in government we had
the lowest unemployment rate. Let us contrast that with
what is happening today. We had the highest
participation rate. Let us contrast that with what is
happening today. We had very high jobs growth and
economic growth. Again, let us contrast that with what
is happening in this state under a government whose
members continue to say again and again that they are
the only ones who can manage the economy.
We have heard them — I think it was the member for
Frankston — say that we should be ‘saving up’ for
some of the things that we need to be doing. I would
not like to hold my breath while we save up $8 billion
for the major infrastructure upgrades that we so
desperately need in this state. Contrary to what this
government would have us all believe and what it is
constantly going on about, we managed to maintain a
budget surplus every year we were in government.
Members opposite do not want to hear this; it is like it
did not exist. We had 11 years of budget surpluses and
11 years of a AAA credit rated economy. I am not sure
how this could possibly occur under a government that
did not know how to manage an economy. I would
really like to understand how those two things could
coexist.
What have we seen under this government? The only
election promise that I can say absolutely that it has
kept is the rollout of the protective services officers
(PSO). As a general election commitment across the
state, it is the only one that I can think of that the
government has actually kept. What have we seen with
the rollout of the PSOs? What is the budget blow-out
on the PSOs? I would like to ask the Treasurer what the
budget blow-out on the PSOs has been.
I will give this government credit for its spin; it make us
look like amateurs. It is very good at picking a little
issue, ramping it up and building a policy around it. It
did that with the PSOs. I think it was a good political
promise, and I have no doubt that they make people feel
safer at night at those stations where they are — we do
not have them in my electorate. But as we have seen,
the crime rate is going up and up and up. Again today
new crime figures were released showing crimes
against the person are going through the roof. We had
something like a 12 per cent increase in crimes against
the person excluding family violence.
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Again, members opposite do not want to hear it. They
do not want the facts to stand in the way of their
mindless mantra, but the crime rate continues to rise.
We have heard from the member for Bentleigh that
these PSOs have done such a great job that graffiti is
down. Graffiti is down! That is fantastic. Hallelujah!
What are we paying for graffiti to be lessened at the
stations that currently have PSOs? At the moment the
cost of this PSO rollout, excluding the PSOs — this is
just for the infrastructure upgrades that have had to
occur for these PSOs to have somewhere to pee, quite
frankly, and administrative offices somewhere at the
stations — is $450 000 per station.
I cannot hear government members! So much for being
able to manage budgets, so much for being able to
manage an economy, so much for standing there and
criticising the previous government for maintaining
11 years of budget surpluses and AAA credit ratings.
But I am sure none of what I say will stop those
opposite — members like the members for Bentleigh
and Frankston — continuing to roll out their mindless
mantra as a substitute for reasoned debate on quite
important policy issues that this state is facing. I think
this budget, which is what we are on about here
today — —
Dr Sykes interjected.
Ms DUNCAN — The Appropriation (2013–2014)
Bill 2013 — I apologise to the member for Benalla; I
did kind of forget what we are on about. I have noticed
that when the record does not quite suit government
members’ arguments they fall a little silent on the
record. ‘Record’ is only useful as a benchmark if you
use it every time. But when we hear about record crime
rates we have silence, and when we hear about record
fines and charges we have silence on the government
benches. There is no record when the record does not
suit their arguments.
What we have here is a budget that demands billions in
new taxes and revenue and makes $1 billion in new
cuts. That is what we have seen in this budget. What we
are also seeing, and I think it is such a shame that this
will be the legacy of this government, is that we will be
spending money on infrastructure that will not solve the
problems this state has. I am thinking about congestion
around Melbourne, for example. We see the
government dropping the ball on the Melbourne Metro
rail tunnel. We have seen no work done on that. Of the
$50 million that was allocated last year, $40 million, as
I understand it, was unspent and $10 million has been
rolled over and put back into this year’s budget, so to
my mind nothing has happened on that. Instead, under
this budget somewhere just over 3 per cent of the actual
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construction costs of the east–west link have been
budgeted for.
Ms Kairouz — East–east link.
Ms DUNCAN — East–east link! Anyone who
knows anything about roads says this will do nothing to
ease congestion in some of the most critical parts of the
Melbourne CBD. The Premier and Treasurer cannot
even agree on whether there will be any off-ramps into
the city. The government has completely ignored the
greatest need, which is of course an alternative crossing
to the West Gate Bridge. That is what those opposite
were going on and on about when they were in
opposition. Now they are in government it is no longer
a problem, or so it would seem. Of course we know
what this is all about. It is about the politics of the east
and the seats the coalition needs to hang on to. We have
got some very marginal backbenchers here, so the
coalition does not care that it is going to commit this
state to something in the order of $6 billion or $8 billion
for this road that will go nowhere.
Dr Sykes interjected.
Ms DUNCAN — We get again the Liberal mantra:
what about the desalination plant? The desalination
plant was a very big desalination plant and it was an
expensive desalination plant — —
Dr Sykes — Very expensive.
Ms DUNCAN — It was an expensive one because I
remind members — I am getting diverted — that in
2007 we had no water and we had no infill at all. When
you promised a desalination plant in 2006 we did not
think we would need one.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Northe) — Order!
When the member for Macedon refers to ‘you’ she is
referring to the Chair.
Ms DUNCAN — I notice the member for Benalla
pointing to the Liberal Party members. The Nationals
are standing way back from that, but I digress. I will
continue with this year’s budget, what it does and
probably more importantly what it does not do. It does
very little for the seat of Macedon. Prior to the last
election the then opposition, now government,
promised very little to the Macedon electorate, and it
has delivered that. It has delivered very little. We have
seen some road upgrades, and those are welcome, but
we have seen very little else. We have had local schools
get some maintenance funding, but as one of the
families up in Woodend said, it is very difficult to thank
a government that only gives us money to paint our
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walls or to do the basic maintenance that needs to be
done.
What we are seeing now, though, most critically for my
electorate is increasing waiting times at hospitals and
ambulance response times blowing out, which is even
more worrying. We now have more people waiting
longer than ever for surgery that they need. We have
had savage cuts to health, and we know that these are
the reasons for the blow-out. This year’s state budget
shows that the Premier’s response to this growing crisis
is to cut another $210 million out of the health budget.
The latest round of hospital data came on top of data
revealing blow-outs in ambulance ramping and
response times in metropolitan areas and across the
state. As we have seen, there have been some very
tragic outcomes in my electorate as a result.
Overworked and underresourced paramedics are
struggling to keep up with the demand and our health
system is going backwards. Contrary to fulfilling its
promise to fix the problems, this government is the
problem. That is of course what happens when you cut
$826 million from the health system over two and half
years.
Over $1 billion of cuts have been made to vital services
that Victorians need, and we know these will cause
more pain for patients, more pain for students, more
pain for workers and more pain for families. This
budget is cold comfort to Victorians on waiting lists, to
the tens of thousands who have lost their jobs and to
those students who cannot get into TAFE. We have
seen cuts of $209 million to health, cuts of $69 million
to education and savings of $20 million from abolishing
the trade bonus paid to apprentices. I have already had
calls from parents who are concerned that their sons, in
this case, who are doing apprenticeships will not get
them completed.
Of course when it comes to investment in children’s
facilities we have seen a massive short-changing of
Victoria’s preschool children, with the government
providing inadequate investment of only $7 million for
kindergartens and capital funding. We have had cuts of
36 per cent to seniors programs and activities, and we
have seen the state budget revealing that the
government is expecting a reduction in the number of
high and low-care public sector residential aged-care
facilities — an extraordinary thing for the government
to do.
I have barely touched on other cuts and what we
continue to see — cuts to funding related to the
environment, the paralysing of the wind industry by
making it almost impossible to build a wind farm and a
slashing of the solar feed-in tariff, which, again, is
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contrary to what those opposite said in opposition. We
have seen the scrapping of an election pledge to replace
energy-guzzling streetlights with efficient lighting. We
have seen $180 to $660 added to annual power bills by
dumping efficiency programs that make rooftop solar
panels and solar hot water affordable for families.
These cuts make the carbon tax look like chewing gum
money — it is absolutely nothing compared to the
efficiency programs that have been cut under this
government. Of course we know that those opposite do
not care about the environment. Even now it seems that
they do not even pretend to care about it. What they
prefer to do is invest in prison beds rather than health
beds. This budget should be condemned.
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — I am pleased to rise to
speak on the Appropriation (2013–2014) Bill 2013 and
to follow the member for Macedon, with her very
excited contribution. I will try to be calm and
reasonable so that we can all restore our heart rates after
the member excited us all.
The budget should be balanced, the treasury should be
refilled, public debt should be reduced, the arrogance of
officialdom should be tempered and controlled.

That was said by Marcus Tullius Cicero in 55 BC.
Cicero was a Roman consul during the republic era and
understood the importance of public financial prudence
over two millennia ago. Budgets in Victoria are history
repeating itself; it is always left to the Liberals and The
Nationals to fill the treasury and reduce the public debt,
while Labor, when in office, vandalises the state’s
finances. It always happens; it is history repeating itself.
We come in and get the books back in order. We get
the infrastructure and get the service provided, and
Labor comes in and spends all of the money and leaves
the debts. Labor cannot manage money, and it is left to
the coalition to deliver sustainable finances to Victoria.
Following in this well-established tradition where the
Liberals produce balanced budgets, the Napthine
government has delivered the 2013–14 budget. The
Treasurer and the Premier have delivered the coalition’s
third budget and the coalition’s third surplus of this
term, and it shores up Victoria’s sustainable financial
position and retains the AAA rating, which is so
important so that we can borrow at a lower interest rate.
Victoria is the envy of people in many other places in
the world. This budget is about growth. It is about
building for the future — for the future of our children
and our grandchildren.
There are numerous investments in this budget that will
benefit people in the Yarra Valley and the people in my
electorate. It has been a long time since the Yarra
Valley has received three budgets that invest in its
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future. The major component of this budget is stage 1
of the east–west link, accounting for $6.8 billion in
investment. The cost has been left ambiguous because
that is good practice. Rather than say what it is going to
cost so that everybody who quotes heads up to that
price, you keep that to yourself. You work out what you
think it is going to cost and what you want to pay, and
then you call the tenders in. It is a common-sense,
practical approach and a common-sense business
approach. It is going to be terrific for the residents of
the Yarra Valley, for the growers and manufacturers to
be able to get their product up to Melbourne Airport or
delivered to the other side of the city, and it is going to
be terrific for my constituents who want to go to the
races or travel to the other side of Victoria. It is going to
remove 16 sets of traffic lights from the journey. It is
going to make the free flow so much easier and so
valuable for us.
EastLink has been a great project for access to many
areas for us, and to have this east–west tunnel is going
to be fantastic. It is going to help the economy of our
area because of the parts that are shipped back and forth
from the subsidiaries and the smaller factories. We have
lots of small factories which are making small
components that are shipped over to the western area,
around Broadmeadows. The member for
Broadmeadows was proudly saying how much
manufacturing is done in Broadmeadows, but a heck of
a lot of the parts and components are produced over in
my part of the world — around Bayswater, Croydon
and Ringwood — and to be able to move those freely
across the state will make so much difference to the
profitability of the businesses in my area.
The government has been looking very carefully at the
community services area, and one of the things that has
really impressed me is the $12 million for Services
Connect. It is an initiative of this government, and it
will integrate a variety of services, including services
for mental health, alcohol and other drugs, family
violence, child protection, disability and housing. Many
Victorians will have a separate case manager for every
individual issue, and Services Connect will streamline
the system. It is going to make it so much better for
them and so much easier for those who are
disadvantaged.
This government is also working on streamlining
access to services for small business. The Deputy
Premier in his role is working to make it easier for
businesses right across Victoria to work together in
developing every corner of Victoria, which is going to
benefit everyone very much, including those in my
electorate. Anything we can do to stop the silo
approach that had become more and more entrenched
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in the last 11 years of Labor, where departments were
not talking to each other, is good. We see these changes
happening now. We see the changes in the departments,
with the Minister for Public Transport now leading a
department and working extremely well with the
Minister for Planning. The things that are happening are
happening more quickly because these departments are
speaking to each other and working for the people of
Victoria, because that is what it is all about.
Departments should not be working just for the
department and for themselves in their own little silo.
The Department of Environment and Primary
Industries must work with agriculture. Planning must
work with infrastructure. Transport must work with
planning. They must work closely, and we see the
directions being given to councils by the Minister for
Planning, who said he will support them if what they
are proposing fits in with existing planning schemes
and the planning schemes he is bringing in, because, as
he says, they are local — they are the ones who are
listening to the community. He is working extremely
hard. I know with my own council the minister and his
staff have been extremely helpful in not circumventing
the planning system but expediting the process through
it, making it easier and explaining what it is that is
needed before someone starts down that road.
The money going into the expansion of the port of
Melbourne is $1.6 billion. What a boon that is going to
be for people who are importing and exporting! There
is also the port of Hastings. That is going to be
fantastic, and it really is going to be great for so many
of our producers. We hear all this doom and gloom
about manufacturing, and, yes, it is sad about Ford and
the car industry. I know how those people must be
feeling, but we are an inventive lot. It is when our backs
are against the wall that we come up with other ideas
and other thoughts, and you can see that people will go
into manufacturing other goods that are needed in the
rest of the world. To have this money spent on our ports
just processes everything through so much more
efficiently, and it will work extremely well.
A lot of people have spoken about the investment in the
national disability insurance scheme. What a fantastic
thing that is! We had events that you would not really
call demonstrations, because the people involved were
not demonstrating but asking for support. They wore
their red T-shirts in Federation Square, and out in
Mount Evelyn we had a lot of Melba Support Services
clients who came to a rally in Mount Evelyn. I was very
proud to be part of their rally as they were calling for
the national disability insurance scheme, and their
parents were there. What a relief this is going to be,
because as we all know all of us deal with people who
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are ageing and are concerned about what is going to
happen with their children. It is going to take a while to
implement; it is not going to happen perhaps as quickly
as many people would want, but it must be started in
one area, as we are doing down there. If we tried to
implement it across the whole of Victoria today, we
know there would be too many things going wrong, so
we have to be systematic. We have to get the systems in
place so that we can iron out all the difficulties before it
is spread across, but that is going to be one of the best
things that has happened to many people in my
community.
Melba Support Services does absolutely amazing work
with the people it looks after, as are Mount Evelyn
Special Developmental School and all the other
organisations. We have a nursery that works with a lot
of people with learning difficulties. The work the
nursery does is fantastic and is great to see. It is also
great to see acceptance in the community of people
with disabilities and how much things have changed.
My electorate has seen investment in nine schools
under the $51.5 million school maintenance funding
program. Two schools, Lilydale High School and
Wandin North Primary School, are going to demolish
and rebuild some of their buildings. We received more
money for maintenance than any other electorate. It
sounds terrific, but what it means is that for the last
11 years we did not receive very much at all in Evelyn
for our schools.
Seville Primary School is a fantastic small school. I
have known its principal, Pat Hillas, for many years. In
fact he taught my boys physical education at Yarra
Junction Primary School quite a long time ago. He was
so thrilled that Seville Primary School is getting
$244 000 to repair three buildings. But honestly he
needs enough to repair six buildings, and I will be
fighting again for him to have more money next year.
That school was totally ignored by the previous
government. The toilets are absolutely shocking. The
fight to get just the basic maintenance on those was
very hard.
The member for Monbulk has attacked us and said we
should be building more and building new schools. In
his contribution today the member for Dandenong
talked about the level of education spending on new
capital works in the budget. That really shows that
Labor does not get it. There is no point in building new
structures if you cannot look after the assets you already
have. That is why there is such a backlog in
maintenance. Schools get a lot of heavy wear and tear,
as we all know. Kids run around doing the things they
do and swinging on things they should not swing on. It
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is rough and tumble, and you have got to keep the
maintenance up.
The other thing that is really going to be good for my
electorate is the investment in tourism. The $8 million
that is dedicated to the China strategy is going to be
fantastic. We see more and more Chinese visitors
coming into the Yarra Valley. It has been slow to begin
with, but now it is increasing. We have the Heritage
golf course, which is going to be a great attraction and
is being targeted at the Chinese market. We have two
other golf courses coming into the area. We see
independent Chinese travellers as well as tour groups.
In the 1980s we had an influx of Japanese tourists, and
now we are getting an influx of Chinese tourists. What
a boom that is for our tourism businesses. We are
maintaining our regular tourist numbers, but this extra
boost is going to make such a difference to the
accommodation houses, restaurants and wineries.
When it comes to the budget we tend to talk about
millions and billions, but we must not forget that there
are a lot of organisations that do not want millions and
billions. I am thinking about the Seville scouts group
that got $30 000 for asbestos removal and replacement
of window frames and weatherboard sides. A very
small scout group in a small town, this group has
managed to get $80 000 in in donations of materials
and in-kind labour. It just shows what this little
community is achieving. The scouts group is absolutely
thrilled. We must never forget that these small
donations sometimes mean far more than the
$5 million, $5 billion or whatever the numbers are.
There is increased funding in the budget for planned
burns. As everyone knows, the Yarra Valley is
surrounded by bush. We have had some horrific fires
over the years. The first fires I encountered when I
came to Australia were the Lara fires in 1967 and 1968.
Then we had the Ash Wednesday fires, the 1987 fires,
the 1996 Dandenong Ranges fires and of course the
Black Saturday fires. Fuel reduction is a very important
part of protecting our whole area. With forest fires
people will look and say, ‘The valley floor is so wide;
you’ve only got forests on the mountains’, but fire
spreads so quickly. The grassfires cross the valley floor
and take out homes and businesses, destroy animal feed
and kill the animals. Reducing that fuel in the forests is
of vital importance in protecting everyone who lives in
that region and in the Dandenongs.
I am running out of time. There are so many good
things in this budget. There is the upgrade of the
Ringwood railway station. It is about 20 kilometres
away from my electorate, but it is going to be
important. That upgrade is going to stimulate
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Eastland’s upgrade. Job opportunities will be created
for the people in my electorate, particularly young
people. They are going to be able to catch the train from
Lilydale and to Ringwood. It will be exciting for
them — a new development, a new shopping centre
and job opportunities. It is going to make a real
difference to them.
Monash Children’s hospital will be the same distance
from Lilydale as the Royal Children’s Hospital. That
will make things much easier for families, because
although the hospitals are equidistant from Lilydale, the
drive into the city takes so long. My electorate is very
pleased with the budget. I am delighted with the budget,
and I congratulate the Treasurer, the Premier, the
former Treasurer and the former Premier on putting
Victoria in such good stead.
Ms BARKER (Oakleigh) — On every occasion that
I have spoken on a budget in this chamber, in the last
few years in particular, I have spoken about issues that
are important to Oakleigh residents. One of the most
important issues that has been raised with me since I
was elected to the Oakleigh electorate in 1999 is health
and health funding. I have advocated consistently for
both. Unfortunately this and preceding budgets handed
down by this conservative government have caused
enormous anxiety to the residents that I represent.
Building on previous budgets, what we see in health is
disastrous. We have another $210 million in cuts in this
budget. Since 2010 we have seen $826 million
collectively taken from the health budget. It is
absolutely no good that the conservative government
continues to rant that the commonwealth is to blame.
Budget paper 3, at page 16, and budget paper 5, at
page 188, quite clearly show that this year the
commonwealth government is providing $172.5 million
extra for Victorian hospitals. We find that the health
bottom line is being propped up by the commonwealth.
It is not the commonwealth that is cutting funding; it is
the conservative government of those opposite.
We now have 55 000 Victorians waiting for surgery —
the longest list on record — and 125 people a week are
being added to a growing and very concerning list. We
are constantly told that 800 new hospital beds will be
delivered, but we do not know where they are. We have
a crisis in our ambulance service, and I cannot see
where or when there will be any real commitment to
resolution.
Recently I visited the Carnegie ambulance station,
which is in my electorate, put there by the Labor
government. But unfortunately under the watch of this
conservative government response times have
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increased. The officers have expressed their real
concerns to me. They, like all of us, worry enormously
that ambulances are being forced to wait outside
hospitals, with patients on board for longer than ever
before. The emergency departments cannot admit the
patients, so the ambulances are being used as temporary
emergency beds. That obviously means they cannot
take their patients into the hospital and get back on the
road and deal with more emergencies, which is what
they want to do.
The Leader of the Opposition and I had a very long and
detailed discussion with them. It was not just about
their enterprise bargaining agreement (EBA). That is
important, but that was not the only thing they wanted
to discuss with us. The paramedics in Victoria have a
very real and strong commitment to their work and the
care of their patients. They know how they can treat
emergency patients better than whatever we can
suggest, and how they can treat more. They deserve
respect and support, not only in their EBA negotiations
but in being listened to, especially on the ways in which
they know how they can deal with and work with their
patients even more.
We have heard a great deal said about the Monash
Children’s hospital. Residents in the Oakleigh
electorate are extremely wary of the continual
statements by this conservative government that it will
build the Monash Children’s hospital. I note in the
budget that the coalition government is delivering
funding for a new 230-bed Monash Children’s hospital,
but in budget paper 4, at page 26, where you see the
forward estimates, it says ‘tbc’ — to be confirmed —
four times. There is no funding allocated at all in the
forward estimates.
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Geelong raised the issue of the proposed Drysdale
bypass with the minister last year.
In a letter back from the minister to the CEO of the City
of Greater Geelong of August last year, the minister
advised that VicRoads had commenced an assessment
of the benefits of the Drysdale bypass. The minister
indicated that this would be completed by December
2012 and that there would be liaison with the council.
At this stage neither the council nor the community has
had any feedback or liaison re this work or the
assessment which was due to be completed almost six
months ago. Residents, workers and business owners,
as well as staff, parents and students of the local schools
have a keen interest in the issue of improved traffic
flow, access and infrastructure for this fast-growing
area on the Bellarine Peninsula.
Drysdale and Clifton Springs are communities that are
expanding at a rapid rate. There are new residential
developments and increasing numbers of young
families, retirees and sea changers moving into the area.
Anyone who drives through the Drysdale main street at
almost any time of the day, but especially during peak
times and school times and on weekends, understands
the impact that the traffic is having on the local
community. The need for good and appropriate
infrastructure to support this growing community into
the future is now a matter of urgency. The
ever-increasing numbers of tourists and holiday-makers
visiting the northern side of the Bellarine Peninsula —
Portarlington, St Leonards and Indented Head — add to
the traffic congestion pressures in and around Drysdale.

Drysdale bypass: assessment

The Drysdale bypass has been in the Greater Geelong
planning scheme since 1985, and over the years large
portions of land have been acquired and it now sits at
about 50 per cent. In order to make good decisions
about the best outcomes to improve traffic flow and
management through and within Drysdale and Clifton
Springs, the assessment by VicRoads is crucial. We
need to understand destinations of drivers, we need to
understand how the bypass would or could divert traffic
from the main street and we need to understand
whether other traffic measures are also required to
improve the traffic flow now and into the future. The
assessment is crucial to assess the best options to
improve traffic flow and to be able to put in place the
most appropriate road infrastructure to meet the growth
of the population before the situation gets even worse.

Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine) — The matter I raise is
for the Minister for Roads. The action I seek is that the
minister release the assessment that VicRoads has
undertaken into the benefits of a future Drysdale
bypass. On behalf of residents I and the City of Greater

I again ask the minister to provide the outcomes and
findings of the assessment, which has been undertaken
by VicRoads and which he indicated would be
completed by December 2012, as soon as possible, and
to commit to the findings of that assessment.

The SPEAKER — Order! The time appointed by
sessional orders for me to interrupt business has now
arrived. The member for Oakleigh will continue her
speech when this matter is next before the Chair.
Business interrupted under sessional orders.

ADJOURNMENT
The SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house now adjourns.

ADJOURNMENT
112

ASSEMBLY PROOF

Hawthorn neighbourhood house: funding
Mr BAILLIEU (Hawthorn) — I raise a matter for
the Minister for Community Services. I specifically ask
the minister to consider re-establishing neighbourhood
house coordination funding to the new Hawthorn
community house. In December 2011 the Hawthorn
community house voluntarily ceased operation due to
fiscal pressure because of legal and administrative
issues and difficulty in maintaining a functioning
committee of management. The then Hawthorn
community house was an independently incorporated
organisation. The house had leasing and other funding
arrangements with the City of Boroondara and two
properties adjacent to Central Gardens, otherwise
known as Rocket Park in William and Henry streets.
Last year a letter was received by the department from
the mayor of Boroondara which sought a reallocation of
funding for the Hawthorn community house for the
re-establishment of a new neighbourhood house in
Hawthorn. During 2012 the City of Boroondara called
for expressions of interest from local services to pick up
the service and manage the Hawthorn community
house facility.
Inner East Community Health has been awarded this
contract. The City of Boroondara has been advised that
the 35 hours of funding previously provided to
Hawthorn community house would not necessarily
continue to be made available and an assessment was
needed, and that a statewide assessment would be based
on priority needs across the program.
Inner East Community Health has a strong reputation
and took over the management of the community house
in January this year. It is in the early stages of
re-establishing the house itself. Inner East Community
Health and the council have been working to confirm
details of the programs to be offered by the house and
also on the impact of different funding levels on those
programs. A community house manager has been
engaged and an initial committee has been established.
A survey has been undertaken on the needs of the
community to inform the development of the programs,
and some occasional child care has already been
provided.
In Hawthorn there are significant levels of disadvantage
which in the past were serviced by the Hawthorn
community house. There has been a diverse and very
high proportion of overseas arrivals, especially over the
last five years, and they stand to be serviced by the
community house. In the GP practice of Inner East
Community Health there is strong evidence of
increased levels of mental health issues and young

Wednesday, 29 May 2013

people who need these services. I urge the minister to
give careful consideration to the proposition of
re-establishing coordination funding to the new
community house.

Early childhood services: multidisciplinary
assessment
Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — The matter I
raise tonight is for the attention of the Minister for
Children and Early Childhood Development. I call on
the minister to address the long waiting list for children
in my electorate requiring multidisciplinary assessment.
I have been in contact with a kindergarten in my
electorate, North Sunshine Kindergarten, and have been
told that it receives many children presenting with
undiagnosed disabilities. At the kindergarten staff have
referred them to public services, usually Sunshine
Hospital, so they could receive intervention before they
started school. This was for services such as those
relating to autism, speech pathology and cerebral palsy,
among others.
North Sunshine Kindergarten and other local
kindergartens recently received a letter from Western
Health that read:
QUOTE NOT SUPPLIED IN TIME FOR VERIFICATION.
Unfortunately due to increased demand, Sunshine Hospital
Children’s Allied Health Service is no longer able to accept
any more multidisciplinary assessment referrals for children
who will be attending school next year, as there is now no
capacity to offer intervention prior to the 2014 school year
starting.

This means that the most needy children, those with
issues such as autism and speech pathology conditions,
may not get any support at kindergarten. The letter then
suggested private services or the local school enrolment
processes as alternatives. Unfortunately, neither is
realistic.
The truth is that many families from disadvantaged
backgrounds will not be able to afford to go through the
private system. Only children whose parents can afford
private assessments will have access to these services. It
is not fair and it really limits children’s opportunities in
life. It is another example of the coalition’s privatisation
by stealth. The Napthine government is neglecting the
public health system, and primary schools and society
will have to pay for it in the years to come.
If you get it wrong at this vital stage of a child’s life,
there can be severe knock-on effects. Children will not
have access to services through the school enrolment
process, as this does not commence until term 4.
Children will be going through an already challenging
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time — starting school and studying for the first time
away from their mum and dad — all the while having
an undiagnosed disability. This will place an extra
burden on our already struggling teachers in the
classroom, who will have difficulties accessing funding
for services so late.
Hospitals are obliged to provide equitable services to
the families in their communities. There is a fantastic
community in Sunshine that is growing quickly, but if
the local hospitals are neglected, they will not be able to
provide services properly and people will suffer. I again
express my concern to the minister and call on her to
address the issue which has led to Sunshine Hospital no
longer accepting referrals for children who will be
attending school next year.

Primary industries: role of women
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I raise a matter for the
Minister for Agriculture and Food Security. I seek to
know what the minister is doing to ensure that the
views of women involved in primary industries are an
active part of policy development. Acknowledgement
of the role of women in our food and fibre industries is
an important step towards ensuring well-rounded policy
development. Women play a vital role in our
agriculture, fisheries and forestry industries, and
provide a unique perspective on the issues facing food
and fibre production. Ensuring that these views are
included in our policy development processes will
improve the outcomes for our food and fibre sectors
and for the broader community, which is so reliant on
those sectors.
Women are the backbone of farms. They often bear the
brunt of the regulatory impacts as they are responsible
for the administration and management of various
tasks. They are often the first to understand the impact
of red tape — and this government is working hard to
minimise red tape. Women are increasingly
participating in research and extension activities to
provide a valuable perspective. I can support this
statement with my own experience. For many years
when we were in business my wife took on an
administrative role, particularly after the introduction of
the GST and after the children started going to school.
Not only do women do the physical work with you on
the farm and in the business, they also take on that very
important administrative role. I should probably use this
moment to thank Mary Ann for all those evenings when
I was too tired and she sat up and did the books.
These women are the confidence of our farmers.
Farming is a business; they are involved in the business
and they support it in that great partnership that is now
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the family farm. I think the increasing role for women
is vital, and I am very pleased that there could be a
forum — and there should be a forum — for the
perspectives of Victoria’s women who are actively
involved in primary production to help in that vital
policy development.

Country Fire Authority: Corio brigade
Mr TREZISE (Geelong) — I raise an issue with the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, and the
action I seek is that he ensure that the new Country Fire
Authority hazardous materials emergency vehicle,
which is currently pigeonholed at the CFA’s Fiskville
training centre, rusting away, be immediately
transferred to the Corio fire station — the station it was
actually allocated for. I raise this issue as a matter of
urgency before some form of hazardous disaster occurs
within the Geelong region and, due to the outdated and
antiquated equipment that currently exists, local
firefighters are prevented from dealing adequately and
safely with that hazard.
In saying that, I do not seek to scaremonger or unduly
alarm people, but one should consider the fact that
within 5 kilometres of the Corio fire station there is, for
example, a Shell refinery, Terminals chemical storage
facility and, of grave concern to me, a proposed
chemical storage and blending plant at Roseneath
Street, North Geelong. If it is allowed to go ahead, it
will store millions of litres of dangerous chemicals
literally within metres of people’s homes. Given the
location of these facilities, it is totally unacceptable that
Corio currently has to deal with potential disasters with
a 1986 Hino truck that firefighters themselves describe
as unsatisfactory, outdated and difficult to use. When
you combine the facts of local chemical facilities and
an emergency vehicle that is outdated, you can quickly
see why local firefighters are concerned and why such
facts would ring alarm bells in the ears of local
residents. Why should the community of Geelong and
the people of North Geelong and Corio be left
vulnerable to a disaster while a state-of-the-art
hazardous materials emergency response truck sits
50 kilometres up the road with weeds growing around
it? That is literally what is happening at the present
time.
What is of further concern to me and to the community
of Geelong is that the reason the modern state-of-the-art
vehicle lies idle is that the CFA refuses to employ two
extra firefighting personnel to operate the truck. This is
a totally unacceptable situation to me, my local
community and local firefighters. In fact it reflects the
fact that this government, despite all its bluster, failed to
adequately fund the CFA. In raising this important issue
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with the minister I know that the local residents I am
working with in Roseneath Street, North Geelong, who
are concerned about the chemical storage plant, would
be horrified to learn that the current hazardous
emergency vehicle is, as I said, outdated. I reiterate
therefore to the minister that this is a totally
unacceptable state of affairs and that I seek his action
on this important matter.

Crime: Benambra electorate
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) — I wish to raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. The action I seek is for the
minister to come to Wodonga at his earliest
convenience and thank for their good work the
members of Victoria Police who have achieved today a
6.3 per cent decrease in total crime over the 12-month
period to 31 March 2013. I am extremely proud to say
that in my electorate of Benambra, crimes against the
person are down more than 10 per cent in Wodonga. I
am also proud to say that crimes against property in
Wodonga are down almost 8 per cent.
22:15:00

I note, however, that there is a spike in the detection of
drug offences, but I know that my former colleagues
and the local police are working particularly hard to
seek out offenders in this area. They are a diligent and
extremely tight bunch, and I know that as they turn over
every rock, they know which rocks the crooks are
under.
The coalition government is committed to delivering an
extra 1700 police across the state. It is obvious from
today’s figures that the additional resources for Victoria
Police are being felt across the state and having the
desired effect in detecting crime. I note with some
concern, however, that there is more work to do in the
area of family violence, and I note that the government
has made significant moves to assist police in dealing
with this issue. As a former member of Victoria Police I
know how difficult it is to deal with family violence
situations and how important it is to make it easy for
family members who are affected by violence to seek
help. I know that every time you go into somebody’s
house it is confronting to see those incidents. There are
many possibilities for these situations to be minimised
in this state.
I ask the minister to come to Wodonga at his earliest
convenience, but I would like to add that a report in
today’s Border Mail states:
The chance of being assaulted outside of the family has …
dropped dramatically in Wodonga.
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Latest crime statistics from Victoria Police show that the
number of assaults, excluding family violence, dropped
20 per cent in April last year compared to the same month in
2011.
Inspector Tony Davis —

a great leader of his men up there —
said the dramatic decrease was the result of specific
operations that targeted high-risk community locations.

As he said, ‘This is a very good result’. When your
leader is happy, the men are working hard, and they are
achieving results locally. I reiterate that I hope the
minister can see his way to come up and congratulate
those hardworking policemen.

Youth services: funding
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — The matter I raise is
for the attention of the Minister for Employment and
Trade, the member for Brighton, and the action I seek
from the minister is that she reverse the decision she
made to end funding to youth employment programs
and that she fully reinstate support for the six social
enterprises she has defunded through ending the
Employment Start Up youth program. This program
has helped hundreds of disadvantaged young Victorians
to steer through the troubled times we all encounter at
some time in our lives. When you hit hard times as a
young person you need community help to get through,
particularly with training and sustainable employment
delivered in an appropriate and supportive manner.
I seek this action because the minister’s cruel decision
to end this program is wrong. She knows it is wrong,
but because of promises she has made to various other
groups around funding alternative programs —
admittedly some of which she inherited from the former
minister — she is prepared to sacrifice this program.
With it, she is prepared to sacrifice the opportunities,
hopes and aspirations of young people across the
communities we all represent.
Today we saw young people and some of the people
involved in the training and support programs they rely
on stage an initial protest in what promises to be a long
campaign to restore this funding by conducting a soup
kitchen on the steps at Parliament House to highlight
what is no doubt their future if the minister fails to
reverse her decision. Today we saw these young people
highlight the madness of this government’s decision.
On the day that we saw record crime figures again
blight our communities, with the exception of
Wodonga, highlighted by the sad scourge of family
violence and the dysfunction of many families that
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plague our communities, we know there is a challenge
for us all to respond wherever we can. But what do we
see? We see a decision to end support for young people
who are at the rough end of that dysfunction — the
human cost of those raw and disturbing figures.
I would like to quote from today’s statement from the
Youth Affairs Council of Victoria, which says:
With recent ABS employment figures showing that Victoria’s
youth unemployment rate is tracking well above the national
average, we hoped the Napthine government would see sense
in investing in the training and employment hopes of
Victoria’s most vulnerable young people …

It goes on to say:
A small investment of $150 000 to $250 000 per program will
ensure at-risk young people continue to get the training and
employment support they so desperately need.

The council then highlights the double standards of
those opposite by quoting the Napthine government’s
own youth statement, which says:
Providing an environment that supports young Victorians
finding employment is a very important issue for this
government … We’re also committed to assisting young
people not involved in education or training to develop the
skills and connections they need to find employment.

I ask that the minister implement her government’s own
policies. The minister has a chance to fix this. She
knows the issues. Her cabinet colleagues ran a mile
from it at the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee and have left this steaming, stinking mess
of the government’s own creation right where it
deserves to be — at the feet of the minister responsible.
It is her mess; she needs to clean it up before the axe
falls on 30 June.

Wangaratta Rural City Council: councillor
conduct
Mr McCURDY (Murray Valley) — I rise to draw
the attention of the Minister for Local Government to
the concerns we have about good governance at
Wangaratta Rural City Council, and the action I seek
from the minister is that she take steps to help ensure
good governance at Wangaratta Rural City Council and
to clear up any confusion in the community about the
future of the council and about the standards of
behaviour expected of councillors. I know that the
minister has taken a close interest in developments at
Wangaratta Rural City Council and has acted within her
powers under the Local Government Act 1989.
The Australian Services Union has recently been vocal
in the media, making serious allegations about an
elected councillor and calling for the minister to dismiss
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that councillor. The union’s claims are causing
confusion and uncertainty in the community, because it
is telling the public that the minister can and should
dismiss the individual councillor, nominating a number
of provisions of the act that it claims to be relevant, so
there is uncertainty as to the future of the council. Since
the council elections last year there has been a
significant change in councillors.
Wangaratta has now been thrust into the spotlight, and
my office continues to field requests from constituents
for clarification as to the powers of the Minister for
Local Government. As I move through the community,
the no. 1 issue that people are talking to me about
certainly relates to that councillor and the powers of the
minister. Governance at the Rural City of Wangaratta
has not been compromised at this point. However, it is
important that our community fully understands this
issue, and therefore I and the wider community seek
clarification on this very important matter.

VicRoads: compensation claim
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — The matter I raise is
for the attention of the Minister for Roads, and the
action I seek is that the minister ensure that VicRoads
adequately compensate my constituent Mr Andrew
Tait, whose car was written off when a 4-metre by
4-metre road sign broke free from its mounting and,
along with two posts and two braces, hit his car while
travelling along Sunbury Road. It hit the car about
300 millimetres from the ground, destroying the front
suspension. Andrew and his wife, who was a passenger
in the car at the time, were lucky to escape serious
injury. If the sign had hit 300 millimetres higher, it
would very likely have gone through the windscreen.
Photographs taken at the time show the mounting
points with fractured fixings.
Mr Tait lodged an excellent claim form with VicRoads,
which promptly advised him that it was not its
responsibility. It is difficult to see how a 4-metre by
4-metre road sign on a VicRoads-managed road that is
torn from its mounts and blown onto a moving vehicle
is not the responsibility of VicRoads. VicRoads claims
that it had been inspected two days earlier and is
therefore the contractor’s responsibility, and of course
the contractor denies this.
I have written to the minister, and I thank him for his
response, which states that VicRoads has reconsidered
its previous ‘It’s not our responsibility’ response and
made a financial offer to Mr Tait to settle this matter.
The financial offer does not go close to compensating
Mr Tait for his vehicle. His out-of-pocket expenses
were over 10 times what VicRoads has offered.
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However, Mr Tait is not asking for that; all he wants is
the cost of replacing a second-hand vehicle that had
been fully maintained over its life, was in very good
condition and would have served as their primary car
for at least another three years.
I ask the minister to ensure that Mr Tait receives a fair
payment for the loss of his vehicle. I also ask the
minister to ensure that road signs are monitored more
closely for any defects. I understand that in this instance
VicRoads has now used high-tensile bolts on the sign,
which would indicate some fault in the previous design.
Mr Tait is a physics lecturer and has done numerous
calculations on wind speed on the day and the force that
would have been required to dislodge this sign and
cause it to collapse onto the road. His overwhelming
concern is with the strength of the fixings and the
braces of the sign.
Mr Tait and his partner and the other drivers of cars on
that road on that day were extremely lucky not to be
seriously injured, or even worse. The Country Fire
Authority and the police who were in attendance also
expressed their concern, as it was not an exceptionally
windy day. I ask the minister to take all necessary steps
to ensure that this does not happen again and that
Mr Tait and his partner be fully compensated for the
loss of their vehicle. We should all thank our lucky stars
that this is obviously a rare occurrence. In this case they
were very lucky to escape serious injury.
22:25:00

Victoria-Israel science innovation and
technology scheme
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — I rise in the
adjournment today to address a matter to the Minister
for Innovation, Services and Small Business. The
matter I wish to raise concerns Victoria’s trade
relationship with the start-up nation of Israel. The
action I seek is for the minister to update the house on
the next steps to implement the newly announced
Victoria-Israel science innovation and technology
scheme (VISITS) and explain how the program will be
progressed in the near future.
Growing connections between Victoria and Israel has
been a passion of mine for many years, and I am
pleased to have been able to progress this in my time in
this place. Last year the minister asked me to chair a
review of the Victoria-Israel trade relationship and the
potential for future growth. The recently announced
VISITS program is an outcome of this review. VISITS
builds on the former Victoria-Israel science innovation
and technology program, which was introduced by the
previous government, and I acknowledge its
commitment to this relationship. I wish to take this
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opportunity to thank the members of the review
committee: the chancellor of Monash University,
Dr Alan Finkel, AM; the chairman of the
Australia-Israel Chamber of Commerce, Leon
Kempler, OAM; the deputy chief of mission at the
Israeli embassy, Meir Itzchaki; and Ethy Levy from the
Israel Trade Commission.
The strength of Victoria’s relationship with Israel
culturally and commercially, combined with Israel’s
reputation as a global centre of innovation, makes a
scheme like VISITS a natural fit. This new program
will encourage Victorian companies to visit Israel and
explore potential opportunities to collaborate. This trade
relationship is one that makes an incredible amount of
sense economically. On a per capita basis Israel has the
highest amount of venture capital of any country in the
world — truly a start-up nation. Similarly, despite
accounting for only 3 per cent of Australia’s land mass,
Victoria is responsible for 24 per cent of Australia’s
economic activity. According to Invest Victoria, our
state’s economy is bigger than those of Singapore,
Hong Kong and New Zealand.
I want to acknowledge at this point the determination of
a number of ministers across the government to expand
our trade relationships with other countries, including
India and China. Victoria and Israel are close culturally,
and now they are going to get even closer
economically. I repeat my call for the minister to update
the house on the VISITS program and how this trade
program will boost Victoria economically. The VISITS
acronym builds on the first point of the four-stage
approach, which is to visit Israel. As is said, you do not
know unless you go. We all know that visiting through
a trade mission — being able to experience innovation
and see it firsthand and meeting with other
organisations that have been able to start businesses
from the beginning — gives us an opportunity to learn
and hopefully build relationships between Victoria and
Israel. I look forward to hearing more about how the
minister intends to implement and roll out this program
to ensure its success.

Responses
Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation, Services and
Small Business) — The member for Caulfield raised
with me an element of the government’s international
engagement strategy. Members of this Parliament
would be aware that the focus of our international
engagement strategy has been on emerging nations.
The member for Caulfield rightly points out that there
are significant opportunities for Victoria in augmenting
our trade relationship with Israel. As the member for
Caulfield mentioned, I am indebted to him for chairing
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a group which reviewed the strategies for engagement
with Israel. I made reference to this in a 90-second
statement yesterday. The member has gone through the
new Victoria-Israel science innovation and technology
scheme program. It is four program streams building on
the one that was there previously and adding three new
elements. I again wish to thank the member for
Caulfield and all the members of his review team, and
he mentioned them as well.
In terms of the dollars of this, there are significant
opportunities for Victoria, as I said earlier, in terms of
our merchandise trade with Israel. It was worth nearly
$227 million in 2011–12, but the balance of trade is
massively skewed. We have only $20 million in
merchandise exports and $206 million in merchandise
imports. There are significant opportunities for us, as
the member for Caulfield is aware.
The next element of implementing this policy —
because it is one thing to have a plan and another to
actually implement it and to do something — is that the
Deputy Premier announced on the day this policy was
launched, 21 May, that he would lead a trade mission to
Israel in July. I am delighted that the Deputy Premier,
in his capacity as Minister for State Development, has
consented to take on that responsibility. I am grateful to
the member for Caulfield for ensuring not only that the
platform for engagement with Israel has been beefed
up, so to speak, through his endeavours but that the
coalition government is implementing the strategy
immediately through the Deputy Premier leading a
trade delegation in July.
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understand the difficulties that many of these young
people face.
However, what the government has done is announce in
the budget an employment start-up for business
program. We have allocated $7.5 million to that
employment start-up program over four years. That will
place 1750 young people in jobs with businesses. That
is the aim.
Businesses will receive $1000 on the take-up of a
young unemployed person and 16 weeks down the
track will receive another $3000 when that young
person has had employment and is receiving training. I
think this is an exciting new program. Significantly
more placements will be made under this program than
were made under the previous programs.
I have met with representatives of three of the projects
whose funding will not be renewed. They
understand — or they indicated to me they
understood — that the program was terminating. I met
with representatives of Whitelion, Youth Connect and
the St Kilda Youth Service and have offered them the
opportunity to have further discussions with my
department about these matters. However, the
government has already made a budget announcement
that the Employment Start Up program for business
will be funded to the tune of $7.5 million over four
years, so we are continuing to work with young
unemployed people — and I more than anyone
understand the figures on this.

The member for Albert Park raised a matter with me in
relation to a youth employment project. He called on
me to reverse a cut. The fact of the matter is that this
program was funded for two years and that it is due to
expire on 30 June this year. Indeed I am advised by my
colleagues the previous Minister for Employment and
Trade and the Minister for Youth Affairs that this
particular St Kilda group, the Hospitality Employment
and Training (HEAT) program, had advised the
government through previous ministers that it would be
self-sufficient at this stage, and it is not.

I draw the member’s attention to the fact that the
government also has the youth employment
scheme(YES), a scheme started many years ago under
the Kennett government and continued throughout the
terms of the Labor administrations. That scheme this
year allows 350 young people to work and train in the
public sector. Indeed I had a YES trainee in my office
recently. She was a young woman who was given an
opportunity to understand work practices, to work in
the public sector and to improve herself. I was really
very pleased to have her on my staff for that training
program time.

Leaving that point aside, I wish to run the member
through a couple of important facts in relation to this.
Whilst I am very grateful for the work that the St Kilda
Youth Service has done with the HEAT program, this
program cost taxpayers $220 000 over two years for
27 outcomes. I understand the young people involved
are often in very difficult circumstances, but these
programs — there are seven projects and this is just one
of them — cost an average of $8000 for one
employment placement, and that is high. Again, I

I would also draw the attention of the member for
Albert Park to a number of Indigenous employment
programs the government has launched. Indeed the
other day I launched an Indigenous employment
program with Victorian Rugby Union. I just make the
point that we as a government understand the need to
ensure that young disadvantaged people have
opportunities. Victorian Rugby Union has put together
a group through which its sponsors and supporters
provide employment opportunities for young
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Indigenous job seekers. I am also very pleased to advise
that both the Essendon and Collingwood football clubs
are using their strong supporter bases and sponsors to
provide similar outcomes for young disadvantaged
Indigenous people.
The government has a range of employment programs
for young unemployed people. I have inherited a
program for which funding was due to expire. I do not
want the member to think I am a person who is not
sympathetic to the needs of young unemployed people.
I am. I have introduced a substantially larger program,
the Employment Start Up program for business, in this
latest budget, and I am looking forward to that
$7.5 million over four years achieving the employment
placements I hope it can.
Mrs POWELL (Minister for Local Government) —
The member for Murray Valley raised with me the
issue of good governance at the Wangaratta Rural City
Council. He made reference to confusion in the
community about the future of the council, which has
been caused in part by public comments issued by the
Australian Services Union (ASU). The action the
member for Murray Valley is seeking is that I take
steps to ensure good governance in the council and to
clear up any confusion about the future of the council
and standards of behaviour expected of councillors. I
thank the member for Murray Valley, who has been
keeping me informed of developments in the council
and of concerns of the public and businesses in
Wangaratta. Because of these community concerns, and
those of the member for Murray Valley, I wrote to the
council, asking it to provide me with a new councillor
code of conduct by 30 April. The code of conduct was
developed and signed off by all councillors, and it was
sent to me on 29 April.
The member for Murray Valley spoke about the
comments in the media of the ASU. The union has also
written to me making serious allegations against a
single Wangaratta councillor. The union is demanding
that I sack this councillor and claiming publicly — and
incorrectly — that as minister I have the power to do
so. A letter sent to me by the ASU dated 24 May states:
I am calling on you to use your jurisdiction as minister of
local government to dismiss Cr … under sections 76D(2)(c),
misuse of position, 76E, 76E(1) and 76E(2), improper
direction and improper influence of the Local Government
Act 1989.

The union has misunderstood the act. As Minister for
Local Government I do not have power under these
sections to dismiss a councillor. It is a very serious
allegation to claim someone is in breach of section 76D
of the act. This section relates to misuse of position by
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councillors to gain or attempt to gain advantage for
themselves or another person or alternatively to cause
or attempt to cause detriment to the council or another
person. Severe penalties apply to breaches of this
section of the act, with a maximum penalty of
600 penalty units, which is an $84 504 fine or five years
imprisonment or both. Any allegation of a section 76D
misuse of position offence should be reported to the
local government inspectorate, as the appropriate
authority, for investigation and prosecution in the courts
if appropriate. Only the courts can find someone guilty
of a section 76D offence. Section 76E provides that
councillors must not improperly direct or improperly
influence council staff in the exercise of their powers.
Neither of these provisions allow the Minister for Local
Government to dismiss a councillor. I repeat: the union
has misunderstood the act. Section 76D offences are for
the courts to determine.
To help clear up public confusion, which is what the
member for Murray Valley has asked me to do, I advise
that the provision that relates to a minister dismissing
councillors is section 219 of the act relating to
suspension of councillors. It reads:
(1) The Minister may recommend to the Governor in
Council that all the Councillors of a Council be
suspended, if the Minister is satisfied on reasonable
grounds —
(a)

… that there has been a serious failure to provide
good government; or

(b) that the Council has acted unlawfully in a serious
respect.
(1A) Before making a recommendation under subsection
(1)(a), the Minister must consider what steps the Council
has taken to address and remedy the difficulties
underlying the failure.

Again I note this section does not allow a minister to
dismiss a single councillor; the act requires the minister
to dismiss the entire council and only after steps have
been taken by the council to address its failures.
Councils are democratically elected by their
communities to represent the best interests of those
communities. Sacking a council must be the absolute
last option. But I have taken action.
Because of the concerns raised by the Wangaratta
council and by the member for Murray Valley and
others, I have been monitoring the governance of the
council. There was a significant incident on Tuesday,
7 May, when a councillor who had just come back from
stress leave resigned, the CEO was rushed to hospital
and two senior council staff took sick leave. I acted
quickly to appoint Mr Peter Stephenson as an inspector
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of municipal administration to Wangaratta Rural City
Council to ensure the good governance and smooth
running of the council. The inspector will report to me
monthly on the conduct of the council and the
relationship between the councillors and the council
staff. The inspector will give advice to the council and
the staff to help this council deliver good governance,
hopefully for its full term.
However, I state very clearly that the problems within
the Wangaratta council have to stop. They must be
resolved for the good of the Wangaratta community. It
is completely unacceptable that a competent and
energetic councillor has decided to resign as a result of
the behaviour and pressure that have gone on in this
council. The coalition government wants to attract top
quality candidates and exceptional women candidates
to consider serving on council, and what has been
happening at Wangaratta is working against the
interests of the sector. Being elected is not a licence nor
an indemnity for bad behaviour. Under the act all
councillors are expected to act with integrity at all times
and to treat all persons with respect.
The inspector will report to me on governance at
Wangaratta, and I can assure the member for Murray
Valley and his community that I will take whatever
action is needed to ensure good local government for
the Wangaratta Rural City Council.
Mr WALSH (Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security) — The member for Mildura raised with me
an issue about the involvement of women in decision
making for the food and fibre sector here in Victoria.
As the member said in his contribution, we all know
that women play a key role in their particular
businesses and in their industries in general. To help
complement that, I am actually convening a Women in
Primary Industries Roundtable, where we can invite
women around Victoria to get further involved in that.
The round table has been established. It will meet for
the first time in June. I will actually be chairing the
round table myself and inviting those women to come
in and participate.
The round table is an opportunity for people from a
number of industries around Victoria to be involved in
discussions about emerging issues and opportunities in
their particular sector and to give feedback. It will meet
twice a year, and obviously the meeting will be focused
around current topics at that particular time. Ten
women from around Victoria will be part of the first
round table, and they will be appointed for the next two
years to provide their expertise and perspective on
different issues. The 2012 Rural Women’s Award
recipient has been invited to join for the first year, in
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line with the way these things have been carried out in
the past.
At the first meeting, which will be in early June, we
will talk about the role that the Victorian coalition
government is playing in our international engagement
strategy and in building markets for food and fibre
products for the producers here in Victoria. They will
get a briefing on the China trip from last year and the
trip to the Middle East earlier this year and the
learnings from those and what will be included in the
South-East Asia trade mission that the Premier will be
leading in a few weeks time. That will be a very
important opportunity for them to understand what the
government is doing in international engagement and
how it is working to grow markets for food and fibre
producers, and an opportunity to seek their perceptions
of how that is actually functioning over that time.
The members of the round table will be Prue Adlem,
who is a member of the Victorian Farmers Federation
young agriculture professionals network, from
Serpentine; Lisa Marty, the CEO of the Victorian
Association of Forest Industries, from Melbourne;
Alexandra Gartmann, who is the CEO of the
Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal and a
member of the National Rural Advisory Council, from
Bendigo; Tania Chapman, who is chair of Citrus
Australia and the 2012 Victorian Rural Woman of the
Year, from Red Cliffs, which is in the electorate of the
member for Mildura; Roma Britnell, who is past chair
of WestVic Dairy and the 2009 Victorian Rural
Woman Of The Year, from Woolsthorpe; Jenny
O’Sullivan, a partner in Gippsland Food Adventures,
from Tarwin Lower; Jennifer Savage, owner and
operator of Savage Fish Ltd, from Kyabram; Caroline
Welsh, who is the chair of the Birchip Cropping Group
in Birchip and the outstanding extension group up
there; Joy McConachy, who is director of McConachy
Logging and Earthmoving, from Three Bridges; Janelle
Boynton, the owner of Boynton’s Feathertop Winery
and finalist of the 2012 Victorian Rural Women of the
Year awards, from Porepunkah; and Michelle Freeman,
who is a member of the board of the Institute of
Foresters of Australia and this year’s Rural Women’s
Award winner, who comes from Alexandra.
I look forward to the opportunity of working with that
group over the next two years on how we further
develop women’s roles in leadership in agricultural
industries here in Victoria.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Community
Services) — I am very pleased to respond to the matter
raised with me this evening. I thank the member for
Hawthorn for raising the issue of Hawthorn
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Community House. I think it was very disappointing
for the community in December 2011 when Hawthorn
Community House voluntarily ceased operation. The
local council of Boroondara has work hard in that time
because it has realised the importance of the local
neighbourhood house as an integral part of the
community in terms of the services that it provides. The
advocacy of the member for Hawthorn has been very
important in that process as well.
Many people assume that Hawthorn is a leafy, wealthy
suburb, but what is very clear in Hawthorn is that there
are significant pockets of disadvantage that the
neighbourhood house had been serving, and the
removal of those services meant that those people were
no longer being assisted. This includes a significant
number of immigrants, young people with mental
health issues and the residents of the many rooming
houses in the area who often accessed the services of
the neighbourhood house.
There has been a very constructive process in recent
times between the new provider taking over the
management of the community house, Inner East
Community Health, working with the Boroondara Shire
Council as well as the Department of Human Services
to assess the needs of the community, as the member
for Hawthorn said, and come up with some options in
relation to how that might go forward in terms of
support.
I want to thank the member for Hawthorn for his
advocacy for his local community. I also want to thank
the council, Inner East Community Health and my
department in relation to the work that is happening.
We are now in the process of considering those options,
and I certainly take on board the request of the member
for Hawthorn to consider re-establishing that funding
for the Hawthorn Community House.
Mr WELLS (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services) — The first response is to the member for
Geelong. Obviously he was not very keen about getting
this matter resolved; otherwise he would have discussed
it with me or my office prior to the adjournment debate
tonight. I am not sure, after all his experience, why he
would not have done that. Putting that asides, I will
investigate the matter.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr WELLS — If he wanted an answer tonight I
would have been able to do it, but that was not the case.
However, putting that aside, I will ask the Country Fire
Authority to investigate the claim, and I will do that as
a matter of priority.
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The second matter was from the member for
Benambra, who raised the issue of the crime statistics in
the Wodonga area and asked me to visit the area and
meet the local police there. The coalition government is
obviously making an unprecedented investment in law
and order to protect Victorians. We were elected on a
strong law and order platform running up to the
2010 election.
We are delivering 1700 police onto the front line and
940 protective services officers (PSOs). I also notice
with great interest how the state Labor Party absolutely
detests the idea of the PSOs being on the railway
stations, but when it comes to rolling them out they are
the first to put their hands up and want PSOs on their
stations.
By the end of June this year we will have 1200 police
on the front line, and this is part of the largest single
recruitment in any single term of government. It is a
great policy, with a $602 million investment. As I
mentioned, of the 940 PSOs we already have 360 out
and about on 50 railway stations. These additional
officers are enabling Victoria Police to put a stronger
focus on successfully targeting crime and offenders.
This means more drug detection and more detection of
organised crime, and it means that more criminals will
be busted.
There are obvious contributing factors to these crime
statistics, and the government is committed to reducing
the rates of risky drinking and reducing illegal drug use
and harm in Victoria. We have launched a new agenda
to improve the way police, courts and schools, and
hospitals, health and community services work
together. The crime statistics show that
family-violence-related offences account for almost
40 per cent of crime related to the category of crimes
against the person.
We have spent an extra $9.25 million for additional
family violence counselling and case management,
which will support an additional 1200 women and
children a year. There is $3 million for men’s
behavioural change, which is important, and that
money will continue to be assessed.
Since coming to government, the coalition government
has made a wide range of improvements to better help
the victims of domestic violence. We will continue our
good work with Victoria Police and the agencies in
tackling crime, and it will be a great pleasure to visit
Wodonga with the member for Benambra to talk to the
local police, thank them for the job they are doing —
and they are doing a great job — and get their feedback
on policing in general.
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Mr KOTSIRAS (Minister for Multicultural Affairs
and Citizenship) — The member for Bellarine raised a
matter for the Minister for Roads. The action the
member sought was that the minister release the
assessment VicRoads has completed relating to the
benefits of the Drysdale bypass. I will refer that matter
to the minister for his direct response.
The member for Derrimut raised a matter for the
Minister for Children and Early Childhood
Development requesting that funding be provided to
deal with the list of children waiting for a
multidisciplinary assessment in his electorate, and I will
refer that matter to the minister for her direct response.
The member for Macedon raised an issue for the
Minister for Roads requesting that VicRoads
compensate Mr Andrew Tait for a road sign that hit his
car, and I will refer that matter to the minister for his
direct response.
The SPEAKER — Order! The house is now
adjourned.
House adjourned 10.52 p.m.
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