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Tuesday, 8 February 2011

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for granting leave.

The SPEAKER (Hon. Ken Smith) took the chair at
2.04 p.m. and read the prayer.

Victorians are lucky people. We are good-natured
people, and we live in a beautiful state. We relish a
stable, democratic and diverse society. We are lucky
people in the lucky country, as the saying goes. We
enjoy that legacy, but in recent years Victorians,
particularly in our country communities, have faced
drought, bushfires, frosts, windstorms, floods,
mudslides and locusts. Some have faced it all. For
many it has been hard, but our communities continue to
stand tall and to come together to rebuild and to
demonstrate once again the core character of this state.

BROADMEADOWS BY-ELECTION
The SPEAKER — Order! I advise the house that
on 20 January 2011 I issued a writ for a by-election for
the electoral district of Broadmeadows to be held on
19 February 2011.

CONDOLENCES
Natural disasters: Australia
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier) — By leave, I move:
That this house:
(1) notes the extraordinary series of recent devastating
weather events and natural disasters that have impacted
so heavily upon so many Australians, particularly in
Queensland, in Western Australia and multiple events in
Victoria;
(2) expresses its sympathy to the families and friends of
those whose lives have been lost and to those who have
lost property, income and businesses, in particular in our
farming communities — many of whom still remain
isolated;
(3) notes the huge damage done in Victoria to homes,
community facilities, roads, bridges, infrastructure, town
and rural levees, businesses and particularly to the
agricultural sector;
(4) notes the ready response of the Australian Defence
Force and federal government agencies to the Victorian
government’s requests for emergency assistance;
(5) sincerely thanks all those emergency services personnel
including Victoria Police, volunteers in the State
Emergency Service, Country Fire Authority, Red Cross,
Salvation Army, Rotary, Lions and other community
and service groups, the Victorian Farmers Federation,
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and other industry groups, and the many local
government councillors, officers and council workers
and businesses that have fought so hard to protect
communities and to assist those who have been affected;
(6) commits to do whatever is possible within the capacity
of government to provide relief and recovery services,
and assistance to see these communities rebuilt, with
maximum input from local resources; and
(7) undertakes to ensure the preparation and response to the
Victorian events are appropriately reviewed, and that
affected communities are given the opportunity to make
submissions with a view to mitigating such events in
future.

Just yesterday we marked the second anniversary of the
Black Saturday fires and the Gippsland fires that
preceded them. In many quiet ceremonies those tragic
events were recalled, the 173 who died were
remembered and hope was drawn again from the spirit
and determination of those who survived and those who
still assist daily in the ongoing recovery and rebuilding.
In those places affected by the fires there is still much
to do, and our government commits again to doing
whatever is necessary to stand with and support those
communities. We recognise the need for ongoing social
support. We have extended financial support to the
Yarra Valley Practitioners Project, which is expanding
its outreach program, and the Deputy Premier has
announced additional support measures as the Victorian
Bushfire Reconstruction and Recovery Authority
transitions to a whole-of-government response. Those
communities will not be forgotten.
In recent months, after 10 years of sustained drought,
Victorians have faced a sequence of flooding rains. In
September last year, barely five months ago, the
previous government declared flooding in northern and
central Victoria as a significant event. Many towns and
farming communities faced devastating losses. I recall
visiting Creswick, Clunes and Horsham and talking
with people cleaning out homes, caravan parks,
businesses, shops and community facilities, and seeing
volunteers hard at work assisting them. I remember
meeting Russell, a real character, at the Creswick relief
centre and hearing his story. Russell had all the spirit of
a classic Australian fighter determined to get on with it.
We saw the incredible support being made available by
volunteer groups and, indeed, the then government.
Then, shortly after the election, the rains came again;
farms and towns in the north and north-east were
swamped again. Another significant event was declared
and communities once again had to pick themselves up
and start the clean-up and recovery all over. Again
emergency services workers were out in force, as were
the volunteers; and the government was also there to
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support them. I recall, as we surveyed the damage in
Wangaratta, meeting an elderly local who quietly
whispered to me that he had told local leaders that the
grey blossom was out in spring. He suggested that it
was the first time for years, and warned that when the
grey blossom was out we could expect heavy weather
for an extended period.
In early January torrential rains struck Queensland in
the most destructive way. Whole towns were simply
swept away, Brisbane suburbs were inundated and
communities were destroyed. The most extraordinary
scenes of devastation were followed by the most
extraordinary scenes of Queenslanders coming together
to help. In all, nearly 40 lives were lost and some
people remain missing still. As a government we
moved quickly to provide assistance, including a
deployment of State Emergency Service specialists and
an SES team of volunteers, as well as financial support
to the Queensland Premier’s flood appeal fund. I was
proud to share a debriefing session with the returning
SES volunteers. They did a magnificent job assisting
the clean-up. I know that their efforts were much
appreciated by the Queensland government and
communities. I was struck by their willingness to go
back again and do more.
I was just as proud at that time to visit the Red Cross
call centre in North Melbourne, which using up to
60 Victorian volunteers at once 24 hours a day had
assumed the role as call centre for the Queensland
floods, linking families to loved ones and providing
other information. Since then, Queensland has been
further lashed by Cyclone Yasi, which struck far north
Queensland on 2 February. Again the devastation has
been profound, but I have no doubt Queenslanders will
be rebuilding, and we stand ready to assist in whatever
way possible.
Inevitably, of course, the massive weather system that
first struck Queensland was going to strike Victoria too.
Appropriate and timely warnings were again issued by
the weather bureau, the SES and the government. As
predicted, on 13 and 14 January flooding rains began
drenching our state and they continued for days.
Reports of record downpours and continuing heavy rain
came in from across the state, but in particular the
south-west, central, north-west and northern regions.
That rain fell on already saturated soil and places where
farm dam were already full and reservoirs, rivers,
creeks and channels were already swollen. The result
was undoubtedly one of the biggest flood events in
Victoria’s history, particularly in the Loddon Mallee
region. Some towns such as Carisbrook, Charlton and
Rochester were simply swamped. In others people
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found themselves battling to protect their towns from
inundation.
What was described as a massive inland sea formed
across the north-west of the state, all but joining the
Avoca and Loddon rivers. That inland sea then
commenced its achingly slow but inevitable path
downstream towards the Murray, inundating or
threatening towns, properties and farms. In some areas
floodwaters have still to this day not subsided.
Councils, emergency services workers and volunteer
groups moved quickly to provide support, protect towns
and properties, establish relief centres, evacuate
residents, commence the clean-up and begin the
recovery process.
In all, it is currently, and I stress currently, estimated
that the January floods affected more than 7500 people,
including the loss of a life; 97 towns; some
26 municipalities; 3000 homes; 280 other buildings;
12 schools; hundreds of businesses; and thousands of
farms and farmhouses, many of which remained
isolated for days.
In all, the SES handled more than 7900 requests for
assistance. The damage is still being assessed, but
preliminary estimates suggest agricultural losses of
between $1 billion and $2 billion, including huge crop,
equipment and stock losses and thousands of kilometres
of destroyed fencing. Around 6000 personal emergency
grants were issued and hundreds of household grants
made. Applications for clean-up grants to the value of
$25 000 were received by hundreds of small businesses
and primary producers.
Approximately, and I stress approximately, 320 local
roads, 66 arterial roads and 15 bridges have been
affected. Some roads still remain closed. Charlton
hospital sustained major physical damage and was
evacuated. It has been replaced by portables, which will
be operational for at least 12 months. Tourism interests
have been significantly affected by road closures and
business interruption.
In all, it is currently estimated that the gross cost of the
physical damage of the floods in January is close to
$1 billion. Needless to say this event was declared a
significant event. Application was made to the
commonwealth for natural disaster relief under the
commonwealth’s standard disaster relief arrangements
and was quickly granted. I want to thank the
commonwealth and the Prime Minister in particular for
their quick and keen response and the commitment to
provide substantial funding support for rebuilding and
recovery.
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There will be thousands of stories told of the floods of
2011, and told they must be. I, like many members of
this house, have visited many towns across Victoria
over the last few weeks. I have met with remarkable
people, many of whom have endured three, and
sometimes four, floods in five months. With the floods
coming on the back of 10 years of heartbreaking
drought, these individuals have demonstrated the most
extraordinary courage in the face of adversity.
I met Russell again at the Creswick relief centre, and he
pulled out the card I had given him on the previous
occasion we met, albeit when I occupied another
position. I also met Ken from the caravan park at
Clunes, who yet again saw his caravan park swamped;
Jesse from the SES at Maryborough, who did such a
magnificent job with his relatively small crew in
Carisbrook; and Shane, the SES controller in Kerang,
who took it upon himself to make the decisions to close
roads and build the levees to protect the town and did
such a great job.
In Rochester I met characters like Luke and Heide
Warren, volunteers, who got married in Echuca on the
Friday and returned to Rochester for their honeymoon
to work on the floods; Richard Wilkin in
Warracknabeal, whose efforts with the levee bank there
helped to save Warracknabeal from inundation; and the
remarkable Belle Baker of Horsham, who is more than
100 years old and who could tell tales of almost every
flood there has ever been. When we were returning her
to the aged-care centre she stopped at a pile of sandbags
and picked one up to move it.
Then there are those at Swan Hill, who have done it
tough for a long time, including Ron Atkinson, the
flood warden, whose knowledge of floods in the area is
unparalleled, and the remarkable band at Cohuna who
moved to build levees across roads to protect Cohuna
and nearby farms. At Powlett Plains near Serpentine I
had the opportunity to meet a remarkable
third-generation farming family, Leigh, Helen and
Adam Parry, who had been flooded three times. They
had what they said was their best crop ever only to see
it flooded and destroyed, but their spirits are still high.
I was able to see the remarkable job that engineers in
the past have done setting bridge and levee bank
heights to protect towns and largely getting it right. In
Newbridge the John Monash Bridge was set at what
just happened to be the perfect height to avoid the
floodwaters.
In response to the floods, support packages were made
available. We moved to establish a cabinet task force to
deal directly with the response. The support packages
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are the standard support packages which have been
available. In addition we set aside a multimillion-dollar
fund for local government, and we distributed funds
immediately to local governments — the 14 most
affected local governments — to assist with the
clean-up. The task force we established has already met
on several occasions and has coordinated the response,
including ensuring speedy liaison with the insurance
industry, the Victorian Farmers Federation, the
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, the Municipal Association of Victoria
(MAV), the banks and relief and recovery agencies. I
want to thank all the ministers for their attention and
speedy response.
Yet in this remarkable country of ours nothing is
impossible. Last week Victoria was also subject to
raging bushfires. I want to again pay tribute to the
Country Fire Authority, the State Emergency Service
and the Department of Sustainability and Environment,
which so quickly moved to fight fires in Gippsland last
week.
As if that were not enough, on Friday, again in line with
predictions and warnings, Victoria faced yet another
flood event. Once again extraordinary rainfall hit the
state, this time flooding many parts of metropolitan
Melbourne and the south-east, including flood plains
around Koo Wee Rup, as you well know, Speaker. The
incident situation report for Victoria which the Deputy
Premier and I received on Friday — and I am sure the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has received the same
in the past — has a remarkable heading of ‘Heavy
rainfall, floods and bushfires all on the one day’.
Once again volunteers were called out and evacuation
orders were issued. Once again there has been massive
damage to agriculture, with massive losses of potatoes,
asparagus and other horticultural crops. Many roads
remain closed, several schools remain closed, levee
banks have been damaged, and there is going to be a
significant cost due to the weekend floods. Remarkably
many homes were saved from inundation by the
efficacy of works designed decades ago, including the
now completed Woady Yaloak diversion.
Again, if that is not enough, over the last few days we
have seen extraordinary bushfires in Western Australia,
in particular around Perth. I know from speaking to
representatives of the Western Australian government
that the impact has been significant and more than
65 homes have been destroyed in the process. I am
pleased to say Victoria, even though we have endured
the emergencies that we have, has been able to direct
resources to Western Australia to assist. I know the
Deputy Premier will wish to refer to that.
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As these events have unfolded, I know you, Speaker,
and other members would be aware the Queensland
Premier established the Queensland flood appeal. We
support that appeal, and we encourage contributions to
it. In addition we have used the model put in place after
the 2009 fires by the previous government. We have
established with the support of the Red Cross the
Victorian Red Cross flood appeal. I want to thank Ron
Walker for so generously agreeing to chair that appeal.
Funds from that appeal will be distributed by the fund
on advice not from the government but from a panel,
the members of which will be advised shortly.
In addition we have already asked the commonwealth
government to quickly resolve issues involving the
charitable status of donations at times of natural
disasters so that support can be offered more broadly
than what was available to such funds after the fires.
We want to thank the many businesses and
governments that have already contributed to the fund,
including those from overseas. We are so deeply
grateful.
One of the lessons learnt from the 2009 fires is that it is
absolutely vital that recovery and rebuilding tasks to the
maximum extent possible be assigned to local
communities to ensure that local economies are not
undermined by either outside contracting or the
well-meaning provision of alternative services.
Accordingly we have advised local councils and
instructed departments that these works should, unless
for reasons of incapacity or urgency, be undertaken as
far as possible by local people making local decisions
about local projects using local businesses with the
financial support of respective governments. We will be
working with the MAV to ensure that this approach is
effective.
As is the practice after such events, these floods will be
reviewed in detail to examine preparations, response,
damage, relief and recovery processes. It is vital that we
learn from these events and do whatever we can to
mitigate the impact of such events in the future. I am
therefore announcing today that the government has
asked a former Chief Commissioner of Police, Neil
Comrie, to lead a review of flood preparations,
forecasts, predictions, warnings and emergency
response as well as the relief, clean-up and recovery
efforts. Mr Comrie has the professional background and
experience to undertake this role, and I am sure he will
ensure that local communities are listened to in all
aspects. Additionally, to ensure that there is a full
investigation of levee and waterway management —
floodgates, emerging technology and the application of
local knowledge with regard to flood protection — the
government will be providing a reference to the
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Environment and Natural Resources Committee to
report on by the end of November 2011.
I also want to acknowledge the loss of life associated
with the floods: in the first instance the death of
eight-year-old Lachlan Collins, who died at Kialla
Lakes at the height of the January floods; and further,
although not directly linked to the floods, the death in
the last 24 hours of a 54-year-old man, who died after
falling from the roof of his home while repairing storm
damage. These tragedies only heighten our sense of
pain, and our sympathies go to their families. It is
perhaps remarkable that no other lives were lost,
although we have seen some significant injuries. It is
even more remarkable in light of the roaring winds that
accompanied the January weather.
Finally, I want to thank all our emergency services
workers, from the full-timers to the volunteers. I thank
Victoria Police and the Chief Commissioner of Police,
who has ultimate responsibility for emergency
management; the State Emergency Service; the
Country Fire Authority; the Red Cross; the Salvation
Army; Rotary, Lions and other service groups; many
local government councils; the MAV; councillors and
council staff; the many industry groups including the
Victorian Farmers Federation, the Victorian Employers
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and other industry
groups; local members of Parliament; and the media,
whose emergency broadcasts so many communities
rely upon and whose good spirits in the face of floods
gave a boost, I am sure, to many in those communities.
Most of all, I want to thank those Victorians who
stepped up to help their communities in a time of need
and who showed courage, ingenuity in many cases,
perseverance and remarkable community spirit. They
are heroes, each and every one of them. They saved
towns, they no doubt saved lives and they have kept
Victoria a lucky state for our lucky people.
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — We
have seen unprecedented flooding and storm events
right across Australia this summer. I join with the
Premier, and I am sure all honourable members, in
sending my best wishes to the people of Queensland
and others across Australia who have been affected by
recent flood events and tropical cyclone Yasi. The
scope of the devastation caused by these events has
been almost unbelievable, and without any doubt the
clean-up and recovery efforts will be both prolonged
and significantly difficult. Our thoughts and prayers
will be with those people as they go through this very
difficult process. Our thoughts too are with those in the
west dealing with that other climatic extreme: bushfires
close to Perth.
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In Victoria too we have seen large parts of our state
devastated by floods. I believe that in some respects the
full impact of these floods on our state is perhaps not
well understood by some. There has been a natural
focus on Queensland, given the devastating loss of life,
but it is important that our story be told as well when
you consider the huge economic and social impact of
the floods across much of rural and regional Victoria
and indeed, as the Premier alluded to over the weekend,
much of metropolitan Melbourne. Since the inundation
began back in mid-January, when torrential rain at
never before recorded levels hit the state, we have seen
severe flooding in many towns and communities right
across Victoria. The nature of these floods meant that
many people had little warning of what was coming
and the destruction that would inevitably result. In
visiting many different communities across the state I
went to Halls Gap, the state of which is a very practical
example of just how fierce the water was and how
profound the impact was and will be for some time to
come.
In terms of roads and other infrastructure right across
the shire of Northern Grampians the floods caused
massive landslides, blocking roads and access in and
out of towns. There was a practical demonstration of
the impact of these events in that community alone.
Communities right across rural and regional Victoria
have been touched by these events. They have been
hard hit by floods that have damaged or destroyed
significant infrastructure — roads, bridges, community
and sporting facilities, not to mention the very real and
devastating impact on personal property, particularly
farmland.
Many parts of the state are still hidden underneath
floodwaters long after the initial floodwaters have
receded. Indeed some areas are still waiting for floods
to peak. They are slow-moving floodwaters, and due to
the flat topography of many parts of the state it is likely
that some areas will remain flooded for some
considerable time. That is a cause for concern in those
communities, and it adds to the emotional burden
caused by the flood disaster in a broader sense, given
that communities will have to wait some time to fully
assess the impact of these events on infrastructure,
livelihoods and the future prosperity of towns.
As the Premier has outlined, many different
communities have been touched by these events. Some
97 townships, over 3000 residential properties and a
further 300 other buildings have been affected, with
approximately 7500 people being displaced. More than
6000 emergency grants have been issued in support of
those affected. Farmers in particular have been hit hard,
with stock losses and damage to machinery and other

47

important infrastructure at the worst time — after more
than a decade of prolonged and pronounced drought.
As the Premier noted, and as I experienced on my
travels, many have shared the sad story of the benefits
of a bumper year — what was to be a step forward for
many struggling farming families — having been
washed away during these flood events.
There have been losses in terms of stock and fencing.
Our most recent update shows stock losses of over
400 cattle, 16 000 sheep, 330 000 poultry and a figure
approaching 4500 kilometres of fencing destroyed or
significantly damaged. Some 78 000 hectares of field
crops, just over 135 000 hectares of grazing pasture
and — importantly for many who had already baled
and were ready to export, sell or feed their own
stock — almost 126 000 tonnes of hay and silage were
damaged, much of which will not be able to be used at
all.
Whilst we attempt to sum up the losses and try to grasp
all that has been lost we must also look to some of the
positives that have come out of these significant events,
as the Premier noted. In travelling across the state I
have had the privilege and pleasure of meeting with
many volunteers and others involved in providing direct
support to flood-affected families, many of whom have
businesses or are farmers. The courage, bravery,
stoicism and commitment to cleaning up and rebuilding
is truly inspiring, and is a great credit to all those
affected. I too join with the Premier in thanking all who
provided volunteer support, whether they be with the
State Emergency Service, which has responded to over
14 000 calls since the flood emergency began,
volunteers in the Country Fire Authority or the many
other organisations that have been properly
acknowledged in the motion we are speaking to today. I
also thank the career staff of Victoria Police, the CFA,
Ambulance Victoria and many other organisations
across country Victoria as well as many metropolitan
groups who have travelled to rural and regional
communities to provide whatever support they could
offer.
When an emergency hits us, we Victorians know how
to respond, and our response in recent weeks has done
us all great credit. Those directly involved in providing
that support should be proud. They have our absolute
gratitude and praise for their efforts. There are also
those who could not provide direct, personal assistance,
could not work personally to support a flood-affected
community but have given generously. All of us in this
place and across the community are rightly grateful to
them.
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I acknowledge and pay special tribute to local
government. In my travels around the state I have noted
that local councils play a critical role in terms of relief
and recovery. They continue to play that role, and they
will for some time to come. Across the state, local
government has been a central point of contact for
resources and information. It is important to
acknowledge that many of the 27 municipalities
touched by these floods are not the wealthiest councils
in our state. Many of them do it very tough: their rate
bases have been hit hard by that drought I spoke about a
moment ago. The effort they have put place does them
great credit. The officers, councillors and all of those
involved in local government should be very proud,
particularly given the many challenges they face well
outside these natural disasters.
Continued support for local government in its pivotal
role of disaster recovery is something we all equally
support. It will be many weeks and months before full
restitution can be made — before full clean-up and full
recovery can be achieved. We all join with the Premier
today in saying that we are committed to supporting
those communities and those who in turn work with
them.
I am sure we would all agree that the priorities for the
weeks ahead include funding for local boundary
fencing and the coordination of that important
infrastructure; fodder and additional support for
livestock — for instance, veterinary assistance; and
further support for local government to assist with
clean-up and recovery efforts in terms of assessing
damage to roads, community facilities and bridges.
Engineers and other technical experts are at a premium.
Further support for them to in turn support communities
is important.
The waiving of landfill levies and other charges is an
important way in which all of us as a community can
support the affected areas. I welcome the Premier’s
announcements in relation to former Victorian Chief
Commissioner of Police Neil Comrie leading a review
of the preparation for and response to these flood
events. The motion goes very directly to a point of
concern to me and many others: that each and every
community should have a say in relation to how we
prepared for these floods, how we responded to them
and how we will rebuild and support those
communities going forward.
In conclusion, to be at the Black Saturday service on
Sunday wearing both a blue and a yellow ribbon served
as a reminder of the brutal force of our natural
environment. It served as a reminder of the conviction,
courage and absolute determination of the Victorian
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people to help one another and to cope with what the
natural environment throws at us. It was also a great
reminder — and should be the source of great pride —
of the fact that we have come together so strongly to
support each other in these difficult times.
I say to all who have been affected: we will stand with
you in a bipartisan way to support you in the weeks and
months ahead. To those who are still dealing with these
issues very directly, particularly those in Western
Australia, our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Mr RYAN (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services) — I rise to support the motion before the
house. I do so by commenting initially that it is an
awful irony that we are addressing this motion on the
day immediately following the second anniversary of
Black Saturday. The motion deals with the multiple
flooding events that Victoria has endured over these
past months. Indeed, in many ways it is a coming to be
of the Dorothea Mackellar poem that we have seen
such extraordinary events over the period from about
September last year, when the first of the flooding
events occurred, going all the way through to last
Saturday night, when we had another event of
enormous significance.
In Queensland we have seen the massive destruction
wrought in that state, particularly through the Lockyer
Valley and all the way down to Brisbane. Some
40 people have lost their lives, with many others still
missing. I am proud to say that as a state we were able
to lend assistance to Queensland in circumstances
where it sought that assistance. We dispatched SES
(State Emergency Service) personnel and members of
the police force, together with representatives of DHS
(Department of Human Services) to assist in
Queensland when we received a request from the
Queensland government.
Even as we speak Western Australia is suffering the
consequences of terrible fires on the outskirts of Perth,
where something like 70 homes have been burnt. In
response to requests by the Western Australian
government, over the last few days we dispatched an
initial liaison team of three personnel followed by two
teams skilled in incident management, each composed
nine members. In addition we deployed two S-61
helicopters, which are used for firebombing in difficult
terrain. We will continue to assist the Western
Australians wherever we possibly can.
I place on the record that we undertake all of these
initiatives in circumstances where we never at any point
in time place at risk the health and welfare of Victorians
or the emergency assistance available to them. Our own
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people are our first responsibility. In the case of the
assistance advanced to both Queensland and Western
Australia, we have provided that help as required and to
the extent we have been able. In Victoria we have
people who have endured floods previously, in some
instances for the fourth time. We are in a sense used to
campaign fires, and we have seen many of those in our
state over the years. Seldom have we have seen
campaign floods, but that is what this has become. In
the period since 13 January the emergency alert has
been activated 78 times, and nearly 140 000 messages
have been sent. Almost 100 towns in over
27 municipalities throughout Victoria have been
affected. There is an impact not only in regional
Victoria and in our country locations but also in
metropolitan areas.
There have been vast losses in the agricultural sector.
My colleague the Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security will refer to those in more detail, but they
entail massive losses of stock, crops, fencing and of
course productivity. To go onto the farms and see the
way in which losses have been sustained is little less
than heartbreaking. Many of these people, who have
suffered drought for 10 years, have over the past few
months stood at their front doors and on their verandas
watching some of the best crops on record growing and
seeing in that the prospect of being able to recover a lot
of the lost ground of the past decade. At the last
moment it has been snatched away.
It was worse in so many cases because a lot of
harvesting would have started earlier but for the fact
that 3 or 4 millilitres of rain was falling intermittently in
the early part of the season when farmers would have
normally taken the crops off. They were therefore
robbed of the chance to get their crops off for fear of
taking them when they were just a little damp. Wanting
to ensure that they had the best quality, the farmers left
their crops, only to find it was not the water from above
that did much of the damage — in many cases those
crops were knee deep and deeper in water.
Those losses have been enormous, but the damage to
many communities and the people who comprise them
is probably greater still. One of the insidious aspects of
these events is that they cause such an extraordinary
degree of suffering to people on top of the sorts of
problems they have had to contend with over the past
decade or longer. It is something of which we all need
to be particularly aware. It is certainly a point of
relevance in the delivery of programs across the board.
The extent of the damage to roads and bridges remains
unknown, simply because the damage assessment
teams are still out there. Many teams had not completed
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their work relating to recent events going back to
November and now, lo and behold, those roads and
bridges are under water again. That final story is yet to
be told.
As I said, in this past five months in some cases people
have had water over their floorboards four times. It
should be put on the record, without patronising
anybody, that the simplest form of accommodation is
home. It might be a caravan in a caravan park, it might
be a simple home — in the true sense of the
expression — in a small town or it might be the most
vast of properties, but for the people concerned it is
home. Many of them had gone through the
heartbreaking experience of cleaning out the mud,
repainting, replacing the carpet and furniture, only to
have all this happen again. It is truly tragic to visit
them. Just from walking around small communities like
Glenorchy and Beaufort and speaking with people who
have been subjected to this, it is clear that it has been a
terrible thing for them.
Simultaneously we have seen amazing feats of courage.
As we know, Charlton bore the brunt of an enormous
amount of floodwater. I remember only a couple of
Sundays ago driving around the town with one of the
members of the Country Fire Authority (CFA) and the
SES, whose name I will simply leave as Brendan. He
told me of the night the flood came through Charlton.
They saw that they were going to need to evacuate a lot
of people, particularly the elderly, and started doing it
in cars, but the water rose so quickly they were fearful
the cars would be washed away, so they moved to
bigger vehicles and in the end were using CFA trucks.
Brendan told me the water deepened to the point where
it was washing up over the lights in the CFA truck at
about 1 o’clock in the morning. They finished up with a
guy standing on the back of the CFA truck with a
spotlight pointing frontwards so they could see where
to take the vehicle. Brendan told me that when they got
to the house from where they wanted to evacuate an
elderly gentleman he was almost swept away as he got
out of the truck because the water was up to his chest.
He had to hold on to the front of the CFA truck to avoid
being swept away by the water. That shows courage of
remarkable proportions, and it is just another story
among the thousands upon thousands that will never be
told.
This is happening in so many towns right across our
state. In Donald homes are going underwater, and the
two motels have gone under again. Sitting and talking
with the proprietors about the impact of the floods on
their business you get a sense of their remarkably good
spirits and their practical and pragmatic approach.
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In Rochester the water went above the 1956 level,
which was said to be the impossible record, and about
80 per cent of the homes went under. It was good to sit
with the management of Murray Goulburn
Co-operative and get an understanding that to get the
factory back in production they have to replace all the
bearings in all the pumps, which is an enormous
undertaking, and then they will have to satisfy all the
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service
requirements, which differ from country to country, not
surprisingly — the Russians do not always agree with
the standards of the English or the Germans. It is an
amazing thing that they have to go through these
processes in their many forms to be able to get the
facility back to doing productive work.
In Swan Hill the waters still linger, and the member for
Swan Hill, who is also the Minister for Agriculture and
Food Security, will no doubt speak about this. I spoke
to the mayor of Swan Hill, Greg Cruickshank, just a
little while before we resumed, and I am pleased to
report that the great wall of Swan Hill has held. It was
built a couple of Saturdays ago by volunteers who were
mustered as a result of a public call. They were fearful
that the area along the banks of the Murray was going
to overflow and inundate the areas running from the
caravan park all the way back to other locations in the
town, so they built a wall of sandbags around half a
metre high — even a metre high in places. They did it
all in the space of about 3 hours over a distance
approaching 2 kilometres, which is an utterly
remarkable effort.
Even as we speak, a lot of little outlying towns like
Lake Boga, Mystic Park, and towns around the Kerang
Lakes and Little Murray River remain under threat.
People will face this for a long time to come. Mildura,
Irymple, Red Cliffs and Cardross took an enormous hit
over the weekend, and a lot of homes were inundated.
The member for Mildura was out there, like so many
others in this place and in the other place, doing what
he could to assist on Saturday night. I hope he had a
licence to drive the low loader which delivered a piece
of heavy equipment in those desperate hours of need at
Irymple — I am sure he did!
Also on Saturday night we came close to a disaster of
awful proportions at Koo Wee Rup. The Koo Wee Rup
plain was threatened with inundation and it was
avoided literally by inches in the old measure. The
Bunyip River ran right to the bank and, as the phone
calls were coming in during the night from various
emergency service providers, we all held our breath as
to what would happen. The alert was issued, which
would at its height have seen up to 6000 people
evacuated. As it was, the evacuation was only just
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avoided, but an enormous amount of horticultural
country has gone under water. There have been
extensive losses of potatoes, broccoli and asparagus,
and those sorts of losses will be very difficult to sustain.
I mention these towns as but a snapshot of the broader
picture of what has happened in so many of those other
97 to 100 towns throughout our great state.
A task force has been established, as the Premier has
said, and other ministers and I are part of that. We are
meeting regularly to accommodate the threat which has
been imposed upon us as a state. The State Emergency
Service, as the first responder in the floods, has been
magnificent. There are only about 5000 SES volunteers
throughout Victoria, and they have done a wonderful
job in what for many of them is a protracted campaign.
They are exhausted, because time and again they have
had to present as first responder to be able to manage
the sorts of emergencies which have been imposed on
their respective communities. I pay tribute to them.
But, likewise, I pay tribute to those many other
volunteer organisations referred to in the motion that
the Premier has read to the house today, and also to
Victoria Police. All of them, individually and
collectively, have been nothing less than magnificent.
To the people of Victoria generally, those who exercise
courage and initiative under the most difficult of
conditions, I pay tribute.
We will over these coming weeks and months move
through what we hope are the final stages of having the
water in towns and in the surrounding paddocks, and
moving inexorably towards the Murray in the case of
those towns affected in the north — that vast inland sea,
which at times was 50 kilometres wide at its head and
up to 90 kilometres behind; it was a massive amount of
water. But whether it be in the south-west or in other
locations along the Murray, we will continue to face
that challenge. We will then face the recovery efforts
that will need to be undertaken.
I pay tribute again to all those who have played such a
fundamental part in keeping our people safe, save for
the two tragic deaths to which the Premier has referred.
I also am pleased to support the two inquiries being
established under the lead of Mr Comrie, who is well
known to all members of the house and who I am sure
will do a wonderful job in the task that the government
has now set him, and also the committee of inquiry,
which will be undertaken through the Environment and
Natural Resources Committee, to look at those issues
around our levee system and the general management
of our waterways, drawing on that all-important local
knowledge to enable best outcomes from that process.
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Finally, I mention to the house that on Friday I will
attend and perhaps address a forum which has been
convened by the federal government in Canberra to
look at issues around the all-important commitments
that will be required for recovery. I mention in context
that the latest figures available to me are that we have
had paid 5644 emergency grants in Victoria, totalling
just over $4 million. It is indicative that something like
4960 of those grants have come out of the Loddon
region, which reflects the extent to which it has taken
such an enormous hit in these events. But I say again on
behalf of the government that the residents should
know, whether they be in the Loddon region or the
Grampians, Barwon or Hume regions, and all the towns
within, that none of them will be forgotten in this
process.
Just as we have nominated a number of agencies in our
tributes, I also want to pay tribute to the efforts of DHS
which, through its very professional personnel, has
contributed so much to the welfare of those who have
suffered.
We will survive this. It is in the nature of Victorians to
survive these disasters, but it is incumbent upon the
government of the day, and indeed all of us in this
chamber, to make certain that we lend whatever
possible support we can to those who have been
affected by this series of disasters, and that we will do.
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I also join with the
Premier, the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy
Premier on this very sad and important motion before
the house. Two years ago today, when this state was
ravaged by savage bushfires that took 173 lives and
destroyed more than 2000 homes, none of us in this
place could have imagined that after nearly a decade
and a half of drought our state would be so afflicted by
record-breaking rains and floods. We have seen
100-year events, 200-year events and in some cases last
weekend what have been described as 500-year events.
In my new role as shadow minister for emergency
services, together with the opposition leader and many
other members of the opposition, I have visited more
than 20 flood-impacted towns and suburbs. I have seen
in the faces of those affected the same anguish that I
myself felt and that people in my community felt on
and after 7 February 2009. A natural disaster is an
assault on our sense of safety and security. It makes us
humans feel helpless and alone. It is an assault on our
senses; the visual landscape and the smell become
etched in our memories.
I want to place on record my deep sadness and
sympathy for Queenslanders afflicted by the twin
miseries of flood and cyclone, and particularly for the
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communities of Grantham and the Lockyer Valley. I
express my utmost admiration for the leadership shown
by Premier Anna Bligh in the face of such tragedy. I
also express support for the communities in New South
Wales and Tasmania that have been affected by floods
and those in Western Australia affected by fires.
However, today it is the task of this house to focus on
the plight of Victorians who are suffering terribly —
many out of their homes and businesses as we speak
and some for the third or fourth time since September. I
particularly express my condolences to the family of
the little boy tragically drowned at Kialla Lakes.
In the time available it is not possible for me to name
every town and suburb and discuss what each has been
through, but I want to talk about some of the people I
have met on my journeys. In Donald I was enormously
impressed by Naomi, a young mum who was working
at a relief centre despite her own farm being isolated
and without power. Upon receiving her personal
emergency payment she used the funds immediately for
groceries and supplies for her six neighbours who were
still flooded in. Her husband then delivered those
supplies to them through the waters on his front-end
loader.
In Echuca, together with the Prime Minister and the
opposition leader, I visited Echuca Secondary College,
which operated as a relief centre for those evacuated
from Rochester. I heard harrowing stories from farmers,
students, retirees and families who, together with pets,
had spent three nights sleeping at the safe haven of the
school.
I want to make special mention of the many volunteers
I met on the road who have travelled from all over this
state — Melton, Keilor, Ballarat, Hawthorn, Waverley
and everywhere in between — to help out wherever it
was needed. Many, such as Red Cross volunteers, slept
alongside evacuees on relief centre floors and were of
enormous help to the many elderly people who needed
extra support to shower or go to the bathroom.
In Carisbrook I was absolutely amazed at the force of
nature. I saw huge sheets of bitumen seemingly picked
up by a giant eggflip and dumped in a paddock. We
met home and business owners being helped to
undertake the massive clean-up by many friends and
strangers — strangers like Mike Wayth from
Maryborough, who just appeared out of the blue in
Carisbrook and got to work cleaning out a restaurant
cellar, or whatever else needed doing.
In Charlton, a place I visited twice with the opposition
leader, 100 per cent of homes and 90 per cent of
businesses have been inundated by the floods, most up
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to waist height. The opposition leader, as the former
health minister, has visited nearly every hospital in the
state, and I think this would have been one of his
saddest visits, seeing the mess that is in the Charlton
hospital following its complete inundation.
I want to commend the excellent nursing and medical
team at the hospital which acted so swiftly, along with
many volunteers in the community, in shifting all
patients to safety before the murky waters arrived.
Despite the awful smell and mess, these same staff,
along with the dedicated administration staff, are
salvaging what they can and working with the team
operating the temporary medical facility which will be
operating for some time until the future of the hospital
can be known. During both visits to Charlton I was
enormously impressed by the local shire mayor, Leo
Tellefson, who seemed to be not sleeping at all,
working non-stop and turning his hand to responding to
whatever problem arose.
In Donald, on my second visit, I was enormously proud
to see that one of my local shires, Nillumbik shire, had
sent its own staff, now, sadly, very experienced in relief
and recovery following the bushfires, reaching out the
hand of friendship to shires like Buloke. I also know
that Whittlesea shire has sent people to Gannawarra
shire and others to Loddon, a municipality which was
particularly impacted on.
I mention Bridgewater, which I was privileged to visit
with the new member for Bendigo West, and also
Newbridge, and I must say I was shocked. My father
was born just up the road in Dunolly, and we spent
many hours swimming in the beautiful Loddon River. I
was shocked to see the beautiful art deco hotel with all
the infrastructure for water skiing and swimming now
gone, and both accommodation places in that town that
were ready for their annual triathlon and other events
now cancelled, plus the motel, with mattresses on the
ground, and the caravan park with caravans on top of
each other. There is an enormous task ahead.
I met the wonderful Tony Rice of Bridgewater, who
went walking into the relief centre and, finding the
volunteers coordinating it struggling, took charge. Tony
is an Australian Defence Force reservist, and I noticed
his BlazeAid T-shirt when I met him. He had certainly
stepped forward and was starting to do what was
necessary. I suppose you find in the early days of a
disaster that there are just the most basic needs such as
going to the toilet or having a shower that need
attention. There had been four portaloos delivered to
Bridgewater. It is only a small town, but at that stage
no-one knew where they were, so there were a lot of
crossed legs at the time, and I know Tony was able to
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resolve that issue. Tony is now putting his skills to
effect working with the BlazeAid organisation, and I
know that many of my bushfire-affected community
members who were the beneficiaries of BlazeAid
assistance and fencing coordination from the Victorian
Farmers Federation are now champing at the bit to help
communities like Bridgewater and others across the
state in that rebuilding effort.
In Newbridge, together with the member for Bendigo
West, we saw the plight of the football, netball and
cricket clubs, which I know will also be experienced by
many sporting clubs across the state. They are very
important in community health and rebuilding, and I
hope they will be given priority in the rebuilding efforts
so that the community can come together. Sadly
Newbridge’s new netball court that had only just been
laid before Christmas has been destroyed. The water
was up to the bottom of the tank stand, which was
about three times my height, and a third of the
clubrooms now rests about 500 metres down the
Loddon.
Last weekend, as others have mentioned, these floods
came to Melbourne and to one of my shires, Nillumbik
council. I know that the member for Eltham has been
particularly concerned about the six homes in his
electorate that have been inundated. It was a terrible
reminder for those bushfire-affected families of the
terrible suffering that has been going on, but it was
brought to their doors again in that bridges in Mittons
Bridge Road and School Road in St Andrews were
closed due to waist-deep water. As I said, it was a
terrible reminder for people, two years on, that they can
be impacted by natural disasters such as this when they
had been so impacted by fires.
As the shadow minister for emergency services I would
particularly like to pay tribute to all the emergency
service volunteers: the 5500 volunteers of the State
Emergency Service who do an outstanding job
throughout the year — I think it is important for the
community to remember that these people are
volunteers and they have done a sterling job in
responding to over 14 000 requests for assistance; the
59 000 volunteers of the Country Fire Authority have
all stood up and been there to assist the SES, and in the
many towns that do not have their own SES this
response effort has been led by the CFA; members of
the Victoria Police, some of whom have had their own
homes inundated in country Victoria and townships; the
chaplains; and the Red Cross members, as I have
mentioned before.
I want to put on record that the opposition will stand
with these communities in their recovery efforts,
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particularly those we have visited. We will come back
to those places again, to towns like Avoca, Bacchus
Marsh, Beaufort, Boort, Bridgewater, Campbells
Creek, Carisbrook, Castlemaine, Charlton, Clunes,
Creswick, Delacombe, Diamond Creek, Dimboola,
Donald, Echuca, Eltham, Halls Gap, Horsham,
Lyndhurst, Marong, Maryborough, Narre Warren,
Newbridge, Newstead, Rochester, Skipton, St Kilda
and Stawell.
I welcome the fact that the Premier has made a
commitment to local contractors and local businesses to
undertake the rebuilding effort. Let us ensure, however,
that this does not mean they will have to struggle alone
and suffer in silence when their local resources are not
enough to undertake the task. That additional help
should be there without them having to ask; it should be
anticipated.
I want to conclude with a quote, and offer some hope to
those who are going through this terrible natural
disaster. It is a quote from a dear friend of mine who is
a survivor of Black Saturday, a person who lost his
house and who has been involved in leadership of the
recovery. He said:
Nature has a plan for recovery of the environment, but we
have to be patient. With the first rains life blooms on burnt
soil that looked dead beyond all hope. After a couple of
months the growth looks chaotic. After a year, if the rains
keep coming, it looks out of control. Nature is wrapping the
injured land with life — the order that we crave will come
later. We are part of nature too, and we will heal with time
and patience wrapped in the love of family, friends and
strangers.

I urge everyone in this house to understand that
recovery will take time and collaboration, and I assure
members of the community that the opposition will
stand with them in working with those efforts.
The SPEAKER — Order! Before calling the next
speaker I remind all members to turn their phones
and/or pagers to silent mode.
Mr WALSH (Minister for Agriculture and Food
Safety) — I rise to support the motion moved by the
Premier. It is important to put the floods that we are
talking about into some context. There were floods in
September and in early December, but the
unprecedented rain in early January is effectively what
we are talking about concerning these floods, apart
from what happened last weekend. In a period of three
days many areas of northern Victoria received
200 millimetres or more of rain; the highest total I am
aware of is 261 millimetres. The area has an annual
rainfall of something like 350 millimetres, so it had
effectively two-thirds of its annual rainfall in three
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days. That obviously created not only a lot of localised
flooding but also a lot of riverine flooding. Apart from
the flooding of the Hopkins River and Emu Creek, the
majority was in northern Victoria — the Wimmera
River, Yarriambiack Creek, the Avon-Richardson
River, the Avoca River, the Loddon River, Bullock and
Bendigo creeks and the Campaspe River. As the
member for Swan Hill I am in the unenviable situation
of having the majority of that flooding in my electorate,
if you take away what happened in the member for
Lowan’s electorate and the member for Rodney’s
electorate.
As a lot of people have already said, Charlton in the
Buloke shire was effectively at the epicentre of the
floods. Eighty per cent of the houses in Charlton were
flooded — about 400 houses — and 1000 people were
evacuated. The power substation in that town got
flooded and went down, so a lot of the surrounding
towns, although not flooded, were without power for
something like three days. For Charlton it was the
second time in a few months that they had major
flooding. When I was there I met John and Allison
Tormey, who run the IGA supermarket in the town —
Allison was a neighbour of mine when we were both
children — and who set the majority of their stock and
their freezers up on pallets above the September flood
level thinking that they would be safe. Obviously they
were not, and it all got flooded again. I was there on the
day they were cleaning up, and it was pleasing to see a
number of IGA staff from stores right across northern
Victoria. Their bosses had sent their staff to Charlton to
help clean up that store.
As previous members have said, the hospital in
Charlton was flooded. Something like 1 metre of water
went through the hospital. The unpleasant part of that
flooding was that, when a town floods like that,
sewerage flows back through the system into the
floodwater, so you can imagine the mess the hospital
was in. I particularly thank the Minister for Health,
David Davis, who was there a couple of days after the
flood and within four days had an emergency field
hospital set up in the basketball stadium at the high
school to make sure there were health services in that
town. Thirty per cent of the Loddon shire went under
water — 6700 square kilometres — and all 13 towns in
that shire were affected. The East Loddon P–12 College
was flooded. Thirty-seven per cent of the Gannawarra
shire went under water. I flew over the area at one
stage, and the flood covered an area 60 kilometres wide
and 90 kilometres long. It was a huge inland sea, as a
lot of people have talked about.
Many people from Kerang, a major town in that area,
were evacuated to Barham in New South Wales. Again,
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there is a power substation at the south end of town
which was at risk of being flooded. It would have been
flooded, which would have put the power off for about
another 25 000 people in that area, if it had not been for
a major community working bee to build a levee and
sandbag it. There was a conga line of community
people handing sandbags one to another to save that
substation. Many parts of that shire are still under
water.
There have been huge community efforts in the shire.
The people of the little town of Quambatook were told
they should evacuate. They banded together under the
leadership of Leo Parker and Malcolm Knight, two of
the experienced flood wardens in the town. They had a
three-day community working bee, which saved that
town from being flooded. In the very small community
of Benjeroop on the Loddon River the community, with
the help of the State Emergency Service, sandbagged
the hall, which is full of memorabilia from the last
100 years, and pumped the water out so that the hall
was saved.
At Swan Hill, where I live now, the community was
waiting and waiting. We were told the flood was going
to peak, but it took another 10 days to arrive. The
anticipation was probably the worst part of the issues in
Swan Hill. People in the small town of Lake Boga,
south of Swan Hill, had effectively an all-night working
bee during which members of the community filled
22 000 sandbags in one night. They had the big light
towers from the GrainCorp receival points, big
front-end loaders and 150 people who worked all night
to fill 22 000 sandbags to sandbag that town.
One of the interesting things for both me and the mayor
of Swan Hill was that we were constantly reassured by
the emergency services that the banks in Swan Hill
would be fine, and I believed that. Everyone was
watching us, and quite a few of the houses in my street
were sandbagged and wrapped in plastic. We could not
do that, because if someone had seen us sandbag our
houses, it would have created panic in the town. Both
the mayor and I made sure it was seen that we believed
the emergency services, and as it turned out the
emergency services were right.
The headline numbers that we talk about are big
numbers, but they do not necessarily reflect the
personal losses, the tragedy and the heartache suffered
by individual people. There are a lot of farmhouses on
the lower Loddon flood plain that still have 1.5 metres
of water through them. They may end up being
uninhabitable after this flood has receded.
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What I would like to do is join the other members of
this house and put on the record the support for the
great work that the emergency services organisations in
this state have done, and particularly to acknowledge
the volunteers in what they have banded together to do.
In a lot of the towns it is actually the football clubs and
netball clubs that have come together to assist with the
sandbagging working bees. As the local member for a
lot of those communities, it makes me very humble but
very proud of the community contribution that has been
made to this flood effort. Our prayers are with all those
people who were affected.
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) — In the space of two
years this house has been called on on a number of
occasions to consider the wrath of Mother Nature.
Today our thoughts are with those communities
rebuilding after torrents of floodwaters have raced
through their lives over the past few weeks.
Many parts of Bendigo have been flood affected. My
thoughts today start with the community of
Bridgewater On Loddon, located on the north-west
edge of my electorate. Obviously, as the name suggests,
Bridgewater is located on the banks of the normally
beautiful Loddon River. Last month, however, the
Loddon River wreaked much havoc through the town
that bears its name and draws on it for its economic and
social livelihood. The floodwaters destroyed the
Bridgewater Public Caravan Park, throwing vans
around like toys and destroying the town’s tourism
industry. The park is also home to the Bridgewater
Water Ski Club, whose members lost their jump and
judging tower and suffered significant damage to their
clubrooms. Club stalwarts Kevin and Paulette Jobe and
others are already working to restore those facilities, to
bring back the skiers, the families and tourism activity
for Bridgewater. Along Bridgewater’s main street water
rose up to the front counter of the post office, the bowls
club suffered terrible damage to its greens and
clubrooms and many property owners face a
challenging time as they clean up and restore
businesses and homes.
The torrential rain and subsequent flooding appear to
have singled out many of the towns like Bridgewater in
the Loddon shire. Newbridge, Pyramid Hill,
Inglewood, Serpentine, Boort, Durham Ox and many of
the small villages that are dotted across the district felt
the force of the floodwaters. Travelling around the
districts of Boort and Yando in the front of a four-wheel
drive with Loddon shire Cr Neil Beattie you could see
water just stretching out for miles like giant lakes.
The communities and the Loddon shire have an
enormous task ahead of them. There are houses,
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community facilities, roads and bridges to repair, but
potentially the most devastating impact is on the
farming community that represents the economic base
of the shire. There was a dramatic loss of crops and
stock and much of the pasture was under water for days
and weeks. This chronically inhibits the capacity for
farmers to bounce back, as it will take a long time for
the land to recover.
The Loddon shire, like Buloke and others, will need
special assistance and support. These areas, as we know
so well, were already doing it tough following a long
period of drought. Their case for assistance is
compelling and they demand particular consideration
from the government. The time to debate and consider
the government’s response and future flood mitigation
measures will follow. This is a necessary process, as
from each natural disaster there are lessons to be learnt
for all levels of government and the community.
It is with thanking the community that I conclude. I
commend the work of the Loddon shire and its staff, the
emergency services, community organisations and the
broader local community members for their tremendous
effort in responding to this crisis. Their response was
terrific; it was wonderful. I thank them for it and will
support them through their period of recovery.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr McINTOSH
(Minister for Corrections).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

MINISTRY
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier) — For the information of
members I have a list of ministers, their portfolios and
who they represent in the other house. I will now
provide a copy to the Clerk for the benefit of members
who may require a copy for themselves.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Energy: concessions
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) — My question is
to the Minister for Community Services. I refer the
minister to the Premier’s commitment in the Herald
Sun of 1 December 2010 to bring forward to 1 January
this year the year-round energy concession, and I ask:
when will low-income concession card holders receive
this concession or is this just another broken promise?
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Community
Services) — I thank the member for her question. I am
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very pleased to see her in the house today and that she
found the right location to attend.
There are many people struggling with the cost of
living after 11 years of neglect. There is no doubt that
the cost of living they face has been increasing
alarmingly over the past decade. As a result the
coalition committed to take the 17.5 per cent electricity
concession and make it an all-year-round concession
from the six months concession that they had
experienced previously. Let us not forget why this was
needed after 11 years of neglect. Victorians
repeatedly — —
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, the
question was very narrowly defined. It was directed to
the current government’s administration and the
commitment that it made to the community last
December, not the previous government’s activities. I
ask you to draw the minister — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Members are aware that
points of order will be heard in silence.
Ms Allan — I ask that you draw the minister back to
answering the question that she was asked, not the
question she wanted to be asked.
Mr McIntosh — On the point of order, Speaker, the
minister was being relevant to the question. The fact is
that the Baillieu government certainly understands the
issue of relevance. The reality is that for 11 years the
mob on the other side were irrelevant to this state.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister had not
been speaking for very long, and I am sure she was
leading to answering the question.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — Of course I was very
relevant to the question, because I was talking about
electricity concessions and why they needed to be
enhanced, which is due to the challenges faced by
Victorian families. Let us not forget the context — —
Ms Campbell — On a point of order, Speaker, on
the question of relevance, there was nothing to do with
‘why’ in the question; it was ‘when’. The minister may
not have heard the question correctly. I draw her back
to the point of relevance. She is not being relevant to
the question.
Dr Napthine — On the point of order, Speaker, the
minister had barely started to speak again. She was
being extremely relevant to the question with regard to
winter energy concessions and the need to extend those
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concessions. The minister was being relevant. The
opposition is just trying to frustrate question time and
frustrate the minister’s answer to its question.
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neglected for 11 years under Labor that we have to
have these expansions to concessions. We will fulfil our
commitments. We will do what we committed to do
and deliver on 1 July.

Honourable members interjecting.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister has not
been on her feet for very long. Twice she has been
interrupted with points of order. I hear the constant
harping of ‘When, when?’ from opposition members. I
ask members to listen to the minister’s response and
they may well get their answer.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — We need to put
concessions into context, because the Auditor-General
has had some things to say about concessions in the
past. What we need is for them to be targeted towards
the families who are disadvantaged and who need that
support. In fact the Auditor-General said that last year
the system was actually grossly mismanaged and rorted
and that the system’s financial future was at serious
risk. That is the context we have for the concessions
under a previous Labor government.
We took a plan to ease the burden on Victorian families
to the election, and that is what we are going to do. We
said that we would commit to a year-round 17.5 per
cent electricity concession from 1 July. In fact it was
widely welcomed. I would like to quote from the
Victorian Council of Social Service (VCOSS), which
said — —
Ms D’Ambrosio — On a point of order, Speaker,
the minister is not answering the question. Victorians
have now got their bills. When will low-income
families get their concession?
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will
conclude her answer.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — I would just like to
conclude with a quote from the Victorian Council of
Social Service:
The coalition’s 17.5 per cent all-year concession will make it
easier for aged pensioners, sole parents, people with
disabilities and others doing it tough to get through the year
without getting into debt.
VCOSS urges Labor to also commit to an all-year-round
electricity concession …

We did not see anything other than the coalition’s plan.
We committed over $350 million to more than
800 000 households, which will benefit from an
all-year-round electricity concession from 1 July. We
will deliver exactly as promised on our election
commitments. It is because Victorian families were

The SPEAKER — Order! The minister had sat
down; she has concluded her answer.
Ms Allan — I would just like to clarify whether the
minister’s answer was that these concessions would not
be brought forward to 1 January.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister has
concluded her answer.

Floods: Victoria
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — My question is to the
Premier. Can the Premier provide an update to the
house on the current flood and emergency situation in
Victoria?
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier) — I thank the member
for Mildura for his question. I note that many members
have seen their electorates impacted by the floods, most
recently in the Mildura electorate. The Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security and member for Swan
Hill referred earlier to the impact on his electorate.
Over the last week there have been significant flood
events in Mildura. We have seen inundation and
businesses, farms and farm incomes affected. I
congratulate members of Parliament for their sterling
job representing their communities throughout these
events, none more so than the member for Mildura
himself.
In terms of the current situation, there is a major flood
warning which remains in place for the Loddon River.
People in Swan Hill have watched and waited for the
floods to arrive and have done such a good job that, as
the Minister for Agriculture and Food Security said
earlier, the Great Wall of Swan Hill has held. I too have
visited Swan Hill and seen the work that volunteers
have done there, whether it was kids, families or
community volunteers sandbagging or indeed, as others
have said, Department of Sustainability and
Environment and State Emergency Service (SES)
personnel, it has been an extraordinary effort.
There is still a flood warning for the Loddon. There is a
moderate flood warning in place for the Yarra River at
Yarra Glen and a moderate flood warning for the
Murray River. Water levels across the Loddon Mallee
region continue to fall. There has been a retreat in those
floodwaters, but there may be renewed rises later this
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week at Swan Hill from increased Murray and Loddon
river flows. That is likely to cause continued minor
rural flooding.
One of the interesting things to observe in looking at all
of these areas is the extraordinary number of rural and
town levees. The rural levees have grown over the
years, and they have obviously served a purpose in
protecting many properties. This is also the case for the
town levees; many of them have been patched up.
Numerous properties at Irymple, near Mildura in the
member for Mildura’s electorate, will remain inundated
for several days as pumping of the retardation basin
occurs. What is also apparent to anybody who has had
the opportunity to fly over the affected area is that this
water is retreating slowly and in many cases is likely to
lie around. One of the likely problems in the future will
be health issues associated with mosquitoes. That is just
one of the things that we will be watching out for.
SES crews from South Australia have been helping out,
and we thank them. There has been an extraordinary
response from around the country from volunteer
groups and from other jurisdictions, which has been
appreciated. I know the local crews have welcomed
them.
For the next few days water levels are expected to
remain high around Koo Wee Rup, Speaker, which is
an area with which you are very familiar. I had the
opportunity to fly low over Koo Wee Rup and the Koo
Wee Rup plain yesterday and saw a huge amount of
water still lying there. There has also been damage to
levee banks there, which has been reported widely.
There is up to 300 millimetres of water around some
houses and paddocks, and some properties remain
isolated.
A number of major arterial and local roads are still
closed. Narre Warren-Cranbourne Road is still closed,
as are others across the state, including in the
south-east. I simply urge drivers around the state to take
care and to consult the VicRoads website. This is a
moveable feast. We hope that for future events we will
have a capacity to display information on road closures
in an easier fashion.
Detailed damage assessments take some time to
prepare. The rapid impact assessments are taking place
as the floodwaters recede. What was evidenced
throughout flood-affected areas was that councils had
barely completed their assessments from the
November-December floods when the January floods
hit, so there is considerable work yet to be done. Those
assessments will continue, and assessments from the
weekend storm will have to be done. That applies to the
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member for Mildura’s electorate. The recent
assessments will be added to previous flood damage
assessments. The January and September floods, if I
can call them that, were declared events. The
weekend’s events have also been declared. The issuing
of emergency grants applies to those separate events.
I thank all the volunteers who have done such a
magnificent job. I urge Victorians to show the patience
they demonstrated right throughout January and
maintain the good spirit which has been evident from
volunteers and communities as they have protected
their towns. There is a way to go. We want to make
sure that everyone stays safe. I urge all Victorians to
stay out of floodwaters — do not drive through them,
do not ride through them, do not walk through them
and do not allow children to play in them. Floodwaters
are dangerous. Too many people have had to be
rescued because they have not followed those
instructions.

Schools: Catholic and independent sector
Mr HULLS (Niddrie) — My question is to the
Minister for Education. I refer to his government’s
commitment to increase funding to non-government
school students to 25 per cent of the recurrent cost of
educating a child in a government school and his
election policy statement that criticises Labor for not
providing extra funding for non-government schools
until 1 July 2011, whereas the Liberal-Nationals
coalition will increase funding to non-government
schools from the start of 2011 school year, and I ask:
with the school year already started, if members had not
noticed, how much of the government’s commitment
has been paid to Catholic and independent schools or is
this just another broken promise?
Mr DIXON (Minister for Education) — I thank the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition for his question. The
commitment by this government to fulfil every single
one of its election commitments is its no. 1 priority, and
it will do that. One of our main education commitments
was to increase funding to Catholic and independent
schools from the start of this year. We have written to
independent and Catholic schools. They have been told
we will fulfil that promise — the funding they will
receive from this government will be exactly what we
promised in our election commitments.
I must say the opposition followed the coalition when
we were in opposition — —
Mr Hulls — On a point of order, Speaker, it is well
and good to write a letter that says, ‘The cheque is in
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the mail’, but the question was specific. I draw the
minister to the specifics — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I will have some order.
Mr Hulls — I need some protection, Speaker. I ask
you to draw the minister back to the question, which
was specific — that is, how much of the money has
been paid, because the school year has started.
The SPEAKER — Order! I believe the Minister for
Education was getting to that point.
Mr DIXON — As I was saying, the Labor Party has
been following the coalition regarding funding for
Catholic and all non-government schools for the last
two years. We will deliver in full on our election
commitment.

Bushfires: government assistance
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — My question is to the
Deputy Premier and Minister for Bushfire Response.
Can the Deputy Premier outline to the house what the
coalition government is doing to ensure ongoing
support for bushfire-affected communities?
Mr RYAN (Minister for Bushfire Response) — I
thank the member for Evelyn for her question and the
enormous work she has undertaken on behalf of her
community, as have many other members in this house
undertaken work for their respective fire-affected
communities since those awful days of the Gippsland
fires and Black Saturday.
As the house knows, yesterday marked the second
anniversary of the Black Saturday fires. For 10 days
prior to that terrible day of 7 February 2009 the fires
were also raging throughout Gippsland. Together with
many other members of the house I attended the
memorial event on Sunday to mark the eve of the
second anniversary of the fires. By any standards it was
a remarkable day, and it was an honour to be there. To
see the pain etched on the faces of so many of those
present was a reminder once again of the fact that we in
this chamber, as we have all so often said, will never
forget those 173 people who died so tragically on that
dreadful day.
The coalition government will continue to stand by
people in bushfire-affected communities as they
continue to undertake the difficult task of recovering
and rebuilding their lives. Many of them continue to
struggle, and that was self-evident on Sunday. When
one goes to the fire-affected communities even now one
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sees many who are just starting to come to grips with
the horrors of those tragic events. It was instructive to
read on the weekend some of the material written by
people in those communities. It indicated that many are
struggling still and that for others the horror is only now
emerging. This goes to highlight the fact that we, as a
government and as a Parliament, must continue to
provide support for those folk.
The Victorian Bushfire Reconstruction and Recovery
Authority was established in February 2009 for a period
of approximately two years, and will sunset at the end
of June this year. By March this year there will be a
framework of services and structures that are put in
place by the government for the purposes of the
transition to the post-VBRRA era.
Last week, in company with the Premier, I went to
Kinglake, where we made a number of announcements
about the programs that will apply once VBRRA has
concluded its work. While we were there I had the
pleasure and honour of opening a new home built by
architects and builders who designed and constructed
this facility to withstand a bushfire attack level 40
attack. It is quite an extraordinary structure. I urge
members to take the opportunity to inspect it on the
occasions they are in Kinglake.
As part of the initiatives the Premier and I announced
we will establish a fire recovery unit. This will be a new
facility working within Regional Development Victoria
that will operate from 1 July this year. It will be a single
portal, a proverbial one-stop shop, where people who
are in need of assistance will be able to come to receive
that help directly through Regional Development
Victoria or the fire recovery unit or be otherwise
directed to whatever agency will be able to help. There
will be a capacity through the unit to monitor the
existing recovery and reconstruction programs as well
as look at the development of further initiatives that will
be needed with the passage of time.
The next announcement we made was that there would
be three community engagement coordinators who
would have an ongoing role in the work they have been
doing through the fire-affected communities. They
provide that all-important interface between those
people who have been impacted and the government.
That support will continue through 2012.
The government will also introduce a number of
initiatives that will support the medium and long-term
recovery of communities. There will be a new bushfire
community support program that will include a
personal support helpline, community support workers
and targeted funding to continue priority access to the
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drug, alcohol, family advice and men’s counselling
programs, particularly in the Hume region. That will be
operated through the department of the Minister for
Community Services. There are something in the order
of 300-plus families who continue to receive
counselling and assistance of different sorts. It is
therefore very important in this stage of transition that
people can be confident they will have that ongoing
service provided to them.
There will be a dedicated community resource to
support the many local organisations that continue to
contribute to recovery in Kinglake and in the Kinglake
Ranges. There will be a new council capacity
development program, which is being established to
assist the 10 most impacted councils that suffered the
brunt of the fires. There will be a new program to help
community leadership capacity within these respective
communities. It is very important to encourage those
who have taken that leadership role, many of whom I
might say are absolutely exhausted by what they have
done over the past couple of years. It is also intended to
encourage others from those communities to help with
this important work.
I should also say that the rebuilding advisory service
will continue to supply its all-important assistance.
From memory — and I stand to be corrected — more
than 700 people have received assistance from this
service. The coalition will continue to ensure that we
stand by those affected communities. We will
remember those 173 people who died.
In closing I pay tribute to the work of VBRRA. It was
set up in extraordinarily difficult circumstances, and I
acknowledge the enormity of the work which has been
undertaken by so many who participated in it. I am
pleased to say that Ian Dicker, who currently chairs
VBRRA, is a good man, and he will continue to work
with us and be an all-important voice moving in and
about these communities. He has established many
important links with them, and the good work that he
has been able to do, on an entirely voluntary basis, I
emphasise, will continue. Just for the record, he has
been paid in the course of his formal period of service,
but he has donated the totality of his salary to charitable
purposes. In time to come he will work on a volunteer
basis, and I thank him for what he has done.
We will continue to stand by those who have been lost
and those who continue to suffer the awful
consequences of those appalling events.
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Rail: premium stations
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — My question is
to the Minister for Public Transport. I refer the minister
to the coalition’s promise to the Public Transport Users
Association on the eve of polling day that the coalition
would continue with the rollout of premium station
upgrades and statements he has since made reneging on
that commitment, and I ask: is this another example of
his inability to stand up on behalf of commuters or is
this just another broken promise?
Mr MULDER (Minister for Public Transport) — I
thank the member for the question. As all members
would be aware, prior to the election there was a great
deal of debate about premium stations and the
coalition’s policy of putting protective services officers
(PSOs) on stations throughout Melbourne and major
regional centres. That was a debate that was held at that
point in time. We went to the election with a very firm
commitment that our priority would be to make sure
that we could accommodate the PSOs on each and
every one of the metropolitan stations and the major
regional stations as well.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I ask you
to direct the minister to the content of the question,
which was regarding premium station upgrades, not the
staffing of protective services officers at the stations. I
ask you to direct the minister to answer the question he
was clearly asked by the member for Northcote.
Mr McIntosh — On the point of order, Speaker, the
minister was just commencing his answer and should
be given some latitude, like this mob got all the time.
The SPEAKER — Order! We do not need
incitement in here. I ask the Minister for Public
Transport to address the question that was put to him.
Mr MULDER — I think it is very clear in terms of
what the coalition’s policy was in relation to upgrades
to stations. We have to make sure that when the PSOs
are rolled out we have the amenities and facilities there,
and that is our no. 1 priority in relation to the premium
stations as it was put.
We have said all along that we would deliver on each
and every one of the commitments that we took to the
election. We will review each and every one of the
previous government’s commitments that it made prior
to the election. Given the current situation that we face
in relation to today’s announcement of $80 million of
fare evasion, where the previous government switched
off authorised officers and robbed the budget of
$80 million; the regional rail link, $880 million; the
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previous government’s projects blown straight out the
window; the M1, $350 million — we cannot be that
irresponsible — —
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, as
delightful as it would be to allow the minister to
continue down the path he is taking, I ask you to direct
him back to the question, which was in regard to the
upgrading of premium stations, and to request that he
does not try to use other parts of the transport portfolio
as cover for breaking yet another promise.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister to
come back to answering the question.
Mr MULDER — In relation to the former
government’s promises and our commitments prior to
the election, as I indicated, that matter was put to me
prior to the election, and I answered it clearly and
concisely at the time. It was put to me that we were
walking away, but no decision had been made at that
point in time. In light of — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the member not to
use props.
Mr MULDER — In light of the cost blow-outs, a
lot of the government’s projects are currently under
review. Premium stations for — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! On 21 December last
year we saw an absolutely appalling display of
behaviour by members in this chamber. The gallery
was full of schoolchildren, and they would have been
better behaved than those in this chamber now. I would
have thought that since then we might have reflected a
little on our performance on that day. It appears to me
that neither side of the house has learnt anything. I now
ask members to come to order. I have told the leaders
of both sides of the house that members will get two
warnings, and then they will be out. Members should
understand this.
The minister has concluded his answer.

Floods: Creswick
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) — My question is to the
Deputy Premier and Minister for Police and Emergency
Services. Can the minister outline to the house any
additional assistance that is being provided to Creswick,
which has faced three floods over the last four months?
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Mr RYAN (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services) — I thank the member for Benambra for his
question, because it touches on an issue which is
reflective of the critical concern experienced by the
almost 100 towns which have been impacted on by the
campaign of floods that have occurred since September
last year.
Creswick has been flooded three times in the last four
months. I remember being in the company of the
Premier at Creswick in the aftermath of the events of
September last year and seeing for ourselves the
all-too-apparent impact of the floods that had occurred
in that town, in not far away Clunes and in so many
other places as well. In Creswick itself the damage was
all too obvious, and the impact on people’s lives was
very apparent.
There is a particular contributing factor in Creswick
which has attracted the attention of not only the people
who live in that lovely town but also those of us in
government, particularly those who have direct
responsibilities with regard to the issues around
flooding. The most recent event that occurred only in
the last few days has resulted in another four to eight
houses having water over their floorboards. The people
concerned there have now had that appallingly
destructive event occur three times in a relatively short
period. Thankfully the floods were not as extensive
throughout the town as they were earlier in January, but
for all those who have been directly impacted it has
been a terrible event.
The focus of community concern in Creswick is around
the creek which runs through the town. It is blocked to
greater and lesser degrees by a mixture of sediment and
vegetation, and there is no doubt that it is this blockage
which has contributed to the events surrounding the
floods that have occurred over the past few months.
With this in mind, as a result of the applications which
have been made to us and the numerous conversations
which the Premier, other members and I have had with
the people of the town, the government has now
committed to providing $100 000 towards immediate
flood prevention works along the creek. It is intended to
take immediate steps to relieve the blockages there, and
it is hoped that once the work is completed it will
alleviate a problem which has dogged the town for a
considerable time.
In addition, another $150 000 will be provided for the
development of a flood protection and drainage plan.
That action plan will be informed by a detailed and
rigorous model of urban and stormwater flooding,
based on research which is to be undertaken throughout
the area. Local knowledge, which often holds the
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memory of events that have happened and can make an
invaluable contribution, will be drawn upon as an
important contributor to that process.
It must be said that this is a question of balance. The
work needs to be undertaken in a way that pays due
regard to the problems faced by the people of Creswick
but also takes into account the reality that what you
adjust in one location can have an impact downstream.
The works will need to be devised, constructed and
undertaken with those issues in mind. Be that as it may,
the North Central Catchment Management Authority
together with the Hepburn Shire Council are in
discussions with the community, and decisions will be
made about those longer term issues in the course of
those consultations.
The catchment management authority has engaged a
consultant for the purpose of conducting an analysis of
the causes of the flooding in the Creswick Creek, and
that report will be released imminently. I am also
pleased to say that following on from the
announcements made by the Premier today the
Parliament’s Environment and Natural Resources
Committee will be investigating issues around levees
and waterway management and matters pertaining to
those important issues. I have no doubt that the
circumstances of the Creswick Creek will feature
prominently in the deliberations of the committee and
in its recommendations.

Bushfires: powerline safety task force
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) — My question is
to the Minister for Energy and Resources. I refer to the
minister’s decision to scrap the stakeholder reference
panel of the Powerline Bushfire Safety Taskforce,
cancel the task force’s interim report and shut down
community consultation, and I ask: is the minister’s
secretive cancellation of the task force’s interim report
his contribution to an open and transparent government
or is this just another broken promise?
Mr O’BRIEN (Minister for Energy and
Resources) — I thank the honourable member for Mill
Park for her question. I note that this week marks two
years on from the terrible events of Black Saturday that
took 173 lives of Victorians and others. It is appropriate
at this time that we reflect on what has transpired and
what needs to be done by the state to ensure that this
sort of tragedy does not befall us again.
As a result of those tragic events the government of the
day instituted a Victorian bushfires royal commission.
That commission undertook extensive investigations,
took voluminous evidence and made
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67 recommendations for how those matters could be
dealt with to try to protect Victoria from this sort of
thing happening again. The coalition parties took a
principled decision to support each and every one of
those recommendations. Members opposite did not
have the guts or the courage to do that. They squibbed
out of some of the most important recommendations
made by the royal commission.
Ms D’Ambrosio — On a point of order, Speaker,
the minister is debating the question. Question time is
for answers to come from the government. The minister
is responsible and needs to explain why he shut down a
consultation process. He needs to answer the question
as to why he has done that and failed to release an
interim report.
The SPEAKER — Order! I have heard enough
from the member for Mill Park. We understand what
question time is for. I ask the minister to answer the
question that was asked.
Mr O’BRIEN — As a result of the
recommendations of the bushfires royal commission,
the previous government established the Powerline
Bushfire Safety Taskforce to look at some of those
recommendations, particularly in relation to electrical
assets in bushfire-prone areas.
When I came to office as minister I examined the terms
of reference, and I found that they suffered a major
deficiency because they reflected the previous
government’s lack of commitment to implementing key
recommendations of the bushfires royal commission
when it came to improving the safety of electrical assets
in bushfire-prone areas. The terms of reference were
narrow and weak, like the government that wrote them.
By contrast, this government is committed to
implementing all those recommendations. The terms of
reference had to change to reflect this government’s
commitment to implementing those recommendations.
I will tell you another thing, Speaker: this government
has put $50 million on the table in this term to help
improve the safety of electrical assets in bushfire-prone
areas. The reason the previous government’s terms of
reference did not refer to $50 million is that it did not
put $5 on the table to do that. We put $50 million on the
table to get the work started on making electrical assets
safer in bushfire-prone areas. We asked the task force to
provide us with advice as to how that money could best
be spent and how we could deliver the best safety
outcomes immediately with that money. The previous
terms of reference did not have any reference to that
because the previous government had not put a single
cent on the table to deliver those sorts of outcomes.
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Yes, we changed the terms of reference because this
government is committed to implementing the royal
commission’s recommendations. This government has
put its money where its mouth is in terms of making
those electrical assets safer, and this government will
continue to consult with the community and do the
work to get those recommendations implemented to
make Victoria a safer place when it comes to bushfire
mitigation.

been killed. Hazeldene’s new chicken meat sheds at
Prairie were particularly affected. Although built
1 metre above the 1-in-100-year flood level, they were
still flooded and those losses were suffered. Nearly
4500 kilometres of fences have been lost,
125 000 tonnes of hay and silage have been ruined,
8500 tonnes of grain in field bins around paddocks
were flooded and lost, 19 woolsheds and 138 farm
buildings were lost — and the list goes on.

Floods: farming sector

There has been a lot of damage in the agricultural
sector. Part of the question from the member for
Rodney was: what has the government done to assist
these people in their hour of need? The first thing the
government did was increase the clean-up and
restoration grant from $15 000 to $25 000. Looking in
particular at the fencing issue, there is a major job of
cleaning up flood-affected fences and making sure
boundary fences are able to keep stock on properties.
The Rural Finance Corporation of Victoria is managing
those grants. Its officers have been out there at public
meetings right across the flood-affected areas giving
people assistance in applying for loans.

Mr WELLER (Rodney) — My question is to the
Minister for Agriculture and Food Security. Will the
minister outline to the house the impact the recent flood
events have had on the farming sector and what
measures the government has put in place to provide
assistance to these affected farming businesses?
Mr WALSH (Minister for Agriculture and Food
Safety) — I thank the member for Rodney for his
question. I know what a great interest he has in the
agricultural sector in Victoria. If we look at the headline
number for the effects that the unseasonal rain and
floods over summer have had on the agricultural sector
in Victoria in terms of the loss of production value and
the damage to infrastructure, we see that the bill will be
somewhere between $1.5 billion and $2 billion.
If we look at the grain sector, for instance, we see that
the grain harvest was only 75 to 80 per cent completed.
What was not harvested is now severely downgraded or
effectively of no economic value. In the wine grape
industry the unseasonal rain and fungal disease
problems mean it is looking at a 40 to 50 per cent
reduction in yield.
The huge fly-strike wave that has gone through sheep
flocks following the wet and humid weather means that
the value of the wool clip will be severely reduced.
That is a major reduction just from the unseasonal rain,
but then there is the impact of the floods which we
talked about before in relation to the Premier’s motion.
The Department of Primary Industries believes
something like 3500 farmers have been directly
affected by the floods. It has personally called nearly
3000 of those farmers, and the statistics are starting to
mount up. One must bear in mind the department’s
huge workload in doing that, which followed the locust
program it ran before Christmas and now the fruit fly
control program in northern Victoria, particularly in the
Sunraysia region and Robinvale.
Sixteen thousand sheep have been killed and another
16 000 are missing or injured. Some 330 000 head have

The Rural Financial Counselling Service Victoria has
had a major change in focus. For the last 10 years it has
been assisting farmers with issues around drought, and
unfortunately it is back assisting the same people
regarding flood damage. It is very sad. Banjo Paterson
had it right years ago when he wrote his poems about
floods, fires and droughts in the Victorian and
Australian landscape.
In regard to emergency fodder, the government has
given assistance to the Victorian Farmers Federation to
work with the Bendigo and Horsham Stock and Station
Agents Association. It has depots coordinating the
donation and transport of fodder to particular depots
across the flooded area, including Kamarooka, Pyramid
Hill, Durham Ox, Charlton, Kerang and Murrabit. As I
said in my contribution on the Premier’s motion, farms
there have had water over them for two weeks; and they
could have water over them for the next six to eight
weeks, depending on what happens, because the rivers
are not dropping fast enough for the floodwater to drain
away from the area.
Farmers up there are very concerned about this issue. If
it keeps raining, they may find that they get no winter
production this year because it will be too wet right
through the year. The Department of Primary Industries
has now visited 207 farms to offer assistance, and as I
said before, has called something like 3000 of the
3500 farms that have been affected to build the
information that our government needs to look at what
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other assistance might be provided to these people in
their hour of need.

Government: election commitments
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. In light of the Premier’s
stated top priority of delivering on each and every one
of his commitments in full, and noting the answers
given by ministers today, will the Premier consider
extending his proposal to fine MPs for unruly
behaviour to those ministers who fail to answer
questions and who break promises?
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier) — The Leader of the
Opposition’s question is clearly one designed to elicit
mirth rather than an answer. All I can say is that we will
deliver on our commitments; we have to because
11 years of his mob failed the people of Victoria so
badly. We will deliver.

Children: protection
Mrs VICTORIA (Bayswater) — My question is to
the Minister for Community Services. Can the minister
advise the house on recent measures to deal with
Victoria’s child protection crisis?
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Community
Services) — I thank the member for Bayswater for her
question and for her ongoing interest in the protection
of vulnerable children. I am very pleased to inform the
house that last week the Premier and I launched the
inquiry entitled Protecting Victoria’s Vulnerable
Children. This will be a comprehensive independent
examination of all aspects of our child protection
system. It is an inquiry that will assist in setting a
reform agenda for how we improve services for
vulnerable children.
We will examine both how we can reduce the abuse of
children and, for those who have been neglected and
abused, how we can reduce the impact of that and how
we can support and protect them into the future. We
have put together an absolutely first-class panel
composed of former Supreme Court justice Philip
Cummins as chair, Professor Dorothy Scott and former
secretary of the Premier’s department Bill Scales.
The report will be delivered to me as the minister in
November. This will be a key election commitment
delivered once again. This has been welcomed very
broadly by the sector. In fact the child safety
commissioner, Bernie Geary, said:
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I’m heartened to see the positive start that the government is
making by acknowledging these children … and prioritising
their needs.

He also said it is ‘a system that has been beleaguered
over a period of time’ It is true. It is a system that has
been in crisis. What have we seen? Huge numbers of
unallocated cases. Children who are at risk, who have
been abused and neglected and who do not have an
allocated caseworker. At the peak there were
2700 children without an allocated caseworker.
What else have we seen? Huge worker turnover —
28 per cent of front-line workers deserted the system
last year. We have seen money that could have been
invested in child protection services wasted on the
blow-out of IT costs for CRIS (client relationship
information system) from $29 million to $95 million.
The Ombudsman has said over a series of reports that
many of the allegations of abuse and neglect did not
receive timely intervention and that intervention by the
government actually led to further abuse — the
government’s actions were placing these children in
harm’s way.
We are not just waiting on the very important results of
the inquiry; at the same time we are getting on with the
job. One of the first things I did as minister was go
down to Gippsland and meet with the front-line child
protection workers. They had a lot to say and some very
good ideas about how we retain workers, who are a
critical part of the child protection system. Do you
know, Speaker, what they also said? They said the
previous minister had never once gone and talked to the
front-line workers about their needs and how to retain
them for the future.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, it is not
appropriate that the minister cast aspersions on previous
ministers in the portfolio. I ask that you both draw her
back to answering the question and ask her to make
available the document she is reading from.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister
whether she is reading from a document.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — I am referring to notes,
Speaker.
Ms Allan interjected.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — I will hand the member for
Bendigo East the quote from Bernie Geary. The article
is from the Herald Sun.
We are getting on with the job. We will be
implementing all our election commitments: an
independent children’s commissioner, 150 welfare
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officers in our primary schools, more investment in
antenatal and postnatal care, and assessing children
entering out-of-home care and making sure we improve
their transition from out-of-home care to independent
living. This is absolutely critical for at-risk children.
Our commitment will be delivered because at-risk and
abused children have been suffering for too long under
years of Labor neglect. They deserve better, and we
will be delivering it.
The SPEAKER — Order! The time for questions
has concluded.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I seek
leave to table the article in the Herald Sun of
1 December 2010 that details the Premier’s promise to
bring forward those energy concessions by six months.
I particularly bring it to the attention of the Minister for
Community Services, because she seems to have
missed that memo from the Premier.
The SPEAKER — Order! As the member should
know, when a member wishes to table a document
there is a requirement that it must be presented to the
Speaker in order for that to happen. There is no point of
order.
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CIVIL PROCEDURE AND LEGAL
PROFESSION AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Civil Procedure Act 2010 to repeal the prelitigation
requirements and make related amendments, to make a minor
amendment to the Legal Profession Act 2004 and for other
purposes.

Ms HENNESSY (Altona) — I ask the minister to
explain the purpose of the bill.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — As the long title
for the bill indicates, the principal purpose of the bill is
to repeal the prelitigation requirements of the Civil
Procedure Act 2010. The other amendment referred to
in the long title — namely, in relation to the Legal
Profession Act 2004 — is to repeal the requirement that
declarations that are lodged by practitioners at the time
of applications for and renewals of practising
certificates be statutory declarations.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

BUILDING AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill to amend the Building Act
1993 and for other purposes.

Ms HENNESSY (Altona) — I ask the minister to
explain the purpose of the bill.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I am advised
the bill provides for the new title and definition of the
National Construction Code series to enable the
Building Code of Australia and the Plumbing Code of
Australia to be adopted, and to enable the Building
Appeals Board to determine applications for
unjustifiable hardship.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

VICTORIA LAW FOUNDATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Victoria Law Foundation Act 2009 in relation to the
constitution and membership of the Victoria Law Foundation
and for other purposes.

Ms HENNESSY (Altona) — I ask the minister to
explain the purpose of the bill.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — This bill
delivers on the commitment of the former opposition
and now government to restore the independence of the
Victoria Law Foundation by reducing the number of
appointees of the Attorney-General and also by
reinstating the Chief Justice of Victoria as the chair of
the foundation and providing for his or her nominee.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.
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BUSHFIRES ROYAL COMMISSION
IMPLEMENTATION MONITOR BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Mr RYAN (Minister for Bushfire Response)
introduced a bill for an act to establish the statutory
position of the Bushfires Royal Commission
Implementation Monitor, to provide for the
preparation of an implementation plan and for
other purposes.
Read first time.

SHOP TRADING REFORM AMENDMENT
(EASTER SUNDAY) BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation, Services and
Small Business) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Shop Trading Reform Act 1996 to remove shop trading
restrictions on Easter Sunday, and for other purposes.

Mr MADDEN (Essendon) — I ask the minister to
explain the purpose of the bill.
Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation, Services and
Small Business) — I would have thought it was
self-explanatory, but if the shadow minister for small
business, the member for Essendon, needs an
explanation of the meaning of removing shop trading
restrictions on Easter Sunday, I am happy to provide it
for him. It is a bill to fix up the mess that you created
regarding Easter Sunday.
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trading on Easter Sunday botched it to a point where
traders do not know whether they can trade. We are
seeing mass confusion. I am clearly indicating to the
member for Essendon that the bill will simply remove
shop trading restrictions on Easter Sunday. Nothing
could be simpler, even for the member for Essendon.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Introduction and first reading
Mr DELAHUNTY (Minister for Veterans’
Affairs) — I move:
That I have leave to bring in a bill for an act to amend the
Shrine of Remembrance Act 1978 and the Melbourne Market
and Park Lands Act 1933 with respect to the management of
the Shrine of Remembrance and the composition, duties and
powers of the Shrine of Remembrance trustees and for other
purposes.

Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) — I ask the minister to
explain the purpose of the bill.
Mr DELAHUNTY (Minister for Veterans’
Affairs) — The bill gives effect to the review by the
State Services Authority, clarifies the role and function
of the shrine and also increases the number of trustees
from 8 to 10.
Motion agreed to.
Read first time.

Mr Madden — On a point of order, Speaker, I
asked for a brief explanation of the bill, not a rant, not a
tantrum and not abuse.

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:

The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order. Different people have different ways of
explaining things, and that is the way that the minister
saw fit to do it.
Mr Madden — On the point of order, Speaker, I do
not believe the minister has finished, because I have not
had an explanation. I have had abuse, but I have not had
an explanation.
Ms ASHER — I am happy to provide an
explanation for the member for Essendon, who
obviously needs to be told three times. It is a bill which
will remove shop trading restrictions on Easter Sunday,
because the Labor Party in three attempts to re-regulate

Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency — Report
2009–10.
Crimes (Assumed Identities) Act 2004 — Report 2009–10
under s 31.
Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 — Orders under s 17B
granting licences over:
Bells Beach Surfing and Recreation Reserve
Phillip Island Nature Park Reserve.
Freedom of Information Act 1982 — Statement of reasons for
seeking leave to appeal under s 65AB.
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Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984 — Notice under
s 32(3)(a)(iii) in relation to Statutory Rule 110/2010
(Gazette S17, 21 January 2011).

Moyne — C34

Major Sporting Events Act 2009 — Major Sporting Event
Order under s 22.

Port Phillip — C77, C85, C86

Members of Parliament (Register of Interests) Act 1978 —
Summary of Primary Returns — February 2011 and
Summary of Variations Notified between 15 September 2010
and 7 February 2011 — Ordered to be printed.

Nillumbik — C58 Part 2, C73

Southern Grampians — C6
Strathbogie — C53
Towong — C20

Ombudsman — Whistleblowers Protection Act 2001:
Investigation into allegations of improper conduct by a
councillor at the Hume City Council — Ordered to be
printed.

Wellington — C69

Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 — Government response
to the Economic Development and Infrastructure
Committee’s Report on the Inquiry into Manufacturing in
Victoria.

Yarra — C113

Whitehorse — C138
Wodonga — C62, C74

Yarra Ranges — C101.
Statutory Rules under the following Acts:

Planning and Environment Act 1987 — Notices of approval
of amendments to the following Planning Schemes:

Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 — SR 151/2010

Alpine — C15

Criminal Procedure Act 2009 — SR 1

Campaspe — C64

Gambling Regulation Act 2003 — SR 3

Casey — C126, C139, C144

Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 — SR 149/2010

Colac Otway — C12

Magistrates’ Court Act 1989 — SR 152/2010

Darebin — C120

Residential Tenancies Act 1997 — SR 150/2010

East Gippsland — C91

Sentencing Act 1991 — SR 2

Frankston — C70

Supreme Court Act 1986 — SRs 147, 148/2010.

French Island and Sandstone Island — C2
Glen Eira — C77
Glenelg — C58, C59, C62
Greater Geelong — C193, C194, C219, C224
Greater Shepparton — C141, C144

Subordinate Legislation Act 1994 — Documents under s 15 in
relation to Statutory Rules 123, 147, 148, 150, 151, 152/2010,
1, 2.
Surveillance Devices Act 1999 — Report 2009–10 under
s 30L.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGES

Hobsons Bay — C68
Horsham — C52
Hume — C111, C141
Kingston — C99, C110

Messages read recommending appropriations for:
Police Regulation Amendment (Protective
Services Officers) Bill 2010
Sentencing Further Amendment Bill 2010.

Knox — C54, C97
Latrobe — C40

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Melbourne — C158, C181
Moira — C55
Moreland — C92, C102, C114
Mornington Peninsula — C101, C103, C105
Mount Alexander — C44

Adjournment
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) — I
move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourn until Wednesday,
9 February 2011, at 9.30 a.m.

Motion agreed to.
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Werribee Secondary College: funding
Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — I rise to address the house
about the Werribee Secondary College, a school which
in my electorate also strives to provide excellence in
education. Werribee Secondary College provides year 7
to 12 coeducational capacities for approximately
1400 students. In 2004 part of the school was tragically
affected by a fire that broke out and damaged some of
the classrooms. The school received over $12 million of
funding for two stages of upgrades to deal with those
issues, but also to recognise that the school was in need
of refurbishment. It is currently awaiting $6 million in
funding for its third and final stage to complete the
refurbishment of the school. The college was accepted
last year into the then Brumby Labor government’s
Building Futures program and was put on the fast track
to ensure that that work was completed.
It would be a travesty and an injustice to local students
if Werribee Secondary College were not included in the
2011–12 state budget, both to the teachers and to the
parents and friends of the organisations who have
aggressively sought to ensure that this school gets the
appropriate funding. I call on the government not to
neglect the west and ensure that Werribee Secondary
College receives the $6 million to fund its third and
final stage of development.

Bushfires: Black Saturday anniversary
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — It is two years and one day
since Black Saturday, and intermingled with the
darkness from that day is an increasing frequency of
moments of light. Babies are being born, marriages are
taking place and homes are slowly being rebuilt.
Dr Robert Gordon, the trauma specialist who has done
so much excellent work with the survivors of Black
Saturday, says the second anniversary is a good time to
punctuate the grief. The question is whether it is done
with a full stop or a comma.
The floods in Queensland, the ongoing floods in
Victoria and the cyclone have affected many Black
Saturday survivors. Many have been affected in a
positive way. They want to help, to give back and to
return the help and assistance that was given to them in
their hour of need. To others the floods, the cyclone and
now the Western Australia bushfires have brought back
all the horrors of Black Saturday. There are still many
ongoing issues with red tape and a bureaucracy that
seems to find saying no easier than working through the
issues.

67

I applaud the Premier and the Deputy Premier for their
commitment to providing ongoing support for the
communities and individuals affected by Black
Saturday. What a contrast that is to the previous
government’s slow response and its seeming lack of
concern that today, two years on, many people are still
living in caravans and temporary cramped
accommodation. They have already had two winters
with cold, wet, terrible muddy conditions.

Australia Day: Yan Yean electorate
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — Australia Day is a
wonderful opportunity for our community to come
together and celebrate what is good about our country
and, in particular, to celebrate awards to great citizens.
In my community the Australian Fire Service Medal
was awarded to two giants of the firefighting
community of Yan Yean, Lex de Man of Mernda and
Adrian Hem of Diamond Creek. Both have had very
long and distinguished service as both paid and
volunteer workers for the Country Fire Authority, but it
is particularly in their roles as volunteers and in
supporting volunteers that they were most recognised in
being awarded the medal. I congratulate both of them
for their work for the community and for their
friendship and advice to me over many years.
Other awardees during the day were Denys Potts from
the Whittlesea RSL, Kelly Bozonowska and Kylie
Hunter. The Community Event of the Year was the
Whittlesea RSL march. My dear friend Sofia Mastoris
received the Whittlesea Citizen of the Year for her
work on one of the Whittlesea Australia Day
committees. On another committee, the Citizen of the
Year was Graeme Hunter. Other awardees were Kevin
McCormick, Grant Trewella and Alex Fabiani, and the
Environmental (School) Class of the Year was from the
Epping Views Primary School.
In Nillumbik the Citizen of the Year was John Haines.
Other awardees were Irene Schoon, Lani Campbell and
Gary McDermott, and the Community Group of the
Year was the Friends of Diamond Creek in
Hurstbridge. Well done to all these awardees.

Natural disasters: western Victoria
Mr DELAHUNTY (Minister for Sport and
Recreation) — Western Victorians are still suffering
from unseasonable weather conditions. This week
marks the second anniversary of Black Saturday, when
fires destroyed houses and businesses. Thankfully only
one person, John Smeets, was badly burnt in my area. I
am pleased to report that John is now back at work, but
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there are still many people with mental scars from those
fires.

endeavouring to get young girls involved in cricket and
sport.

Over the last couple of months floods and storms have
had a major impact on our agricultural and tourism
sectors, with houses and businesses also being
inundated. There would have been a lot more flood
damage if it had not been for the good work of
emergency services personnel, councils and many
volunteers and their extraordinary efforts in
sandbagging houses, businesses and community assets.
There was still damage done to houses, businesses and
community facilities, especially roads.

I would like to note some of the on-field performances.
Dee Giannopoulos scored 37 runs; Angela Bushby
scored 17; Michele Ryder took 3 wickets for 15 runs;
M. Lendon took 2 for 13; and, finally, Christine
Stanford scored 19 runs and took 3 for 12. Christine
Stanford is also the first female representative from the
club to be chosen for the regional representative side.
This is a terrific achievement for this young girl.

I thank the Premier, Deputy Premier and other ministers
who have made many visits to our communities and
implemented grants and programs to assist those
communities. I also thank the various other MPs who
have assisted with clean-up working bees.
The cumulative effect of drought, fires, code red days,
locusts and now floods has impacted hard on our
communities, especially our tourism and agriculture
sectors. It does not matter whether you have a house in
Wickliffe, a business at Dadswells Bridge or a farm in
western Victoria, the people in those places need
government support, as do those in other states who are
impacted by flood or fire. It is important that we now
walk with these people, whether they be fire or flood
affected, in their recovery phase.

Dorothy Dunn
Mr DELAHUNTY — On another matter, on behalf
of my Nationals colleagues I pay tribute to Dorothy
Dunn, a Nationals stalwart whose funeral service is
today. Our condolences to her husband, Bernie, and the
family.

Lower Plenty Cricket Club
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — I rise to acknowledge
the Lower Plenty Cricket Club for its continued
on-field success and remarkable off-field growth. In
2004 the club had just one junior and three senior sides.
Today it has 12 junior sides, including one girls side,
eight seniors sides, two veterans sides and one
all-abilities side. In a sport dominated by male players,
the Lower Plenty Cricket Club is renowned for
encouraging female participation in the sport, with the
number of girls enrolled in the club increasing by a
staggering 25 per cent in the last 12 months. I would
like to congratulate the Lower Plenty white junior girls
team on their first-ever victory, when they beat the
Lower Plenty maroon boys team on the weekend before
last. It is a great achievement for a club that is

Finally, the club is set to receive another boost, with
major works notified to start on new training
facilities — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Nepean Highway–Bungower Road,
Mornington: traffic cameras
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — I congratulate you,
Deputy Speaker, on your appointment to high office.
On two occasions last year I raised in the house by way
of adjournment matters a problem which affected
hundreds and possibly thousands of my constituents —
that is, the operation of the traffic lights at the corner of
Bungower Road and Nepean Highway in Mornington.
On the first occasion the then Minister for Police and
Emergency Services ignored the issue in his response
and explained to me how traffic cameras work. I did
know how traffic cameras work, and I did not need the
minister to explain it to me. The issue was that
motorists were being booked despite having entered the
intersection while the light was green, and it affected
not one or two but, as I said at the time, probably
thousands of motorists. I raised the issue again on
28 July. On that occasion the minister declined to
respond at all, despite having plenty of time between
that adjournment debate and the Parliament being
dissolved.
Subsequent questions on notice exposed the extent of
the problem, with the detection of alleged offences up
by some 800 per cent between February and March. In
recent weeks the events have had a sequel in court, with
the magistrate who heard the first case reportedly
inquiring in the body of the court how many similar
cases were being defended. The magistrate did a bulk
case and dismissed the whole lot. This was yet another
example of the late government’s determination to
conceal facts, sweep evidence under the carpet and
put — —
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Humanitarian visas: Egyptian Coptic
Christians
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North) — I rise
to highlight recent hardships and struggles facing the
Egyptian Coptic community. The Coptic church is the
largest Christian community in the Middle East and
constitutes about 10 per cent of Egypt’s 80 million
people. Indeed thousands of Victorians have strong
links to Coptic Christians in Egypt. As the house would
be aware, recently an act of violence killed more than
20 people and wounded close to 100 leaving a new
year’s mass in Alexandria. I want to express my
deepest sympathies to the families of those who lost
loved ones and those who were injured in this terrible
attack. The lives of Coptic Christians in Egypt are a
daily struggle for dignity, freedom and security. A
Coptic Christian in Egypt who wants to change their
identity card to display their religion cannot do so.
Employment is very difficult to obtain for Coptic
Christians, and I am advised that the Australian
humanitarian visa category specifically for Coptic
Christians no longer exists.
Recently I met with the bishops and priests of the
Coptic church in Victoria. This was arranged by Peter
Khalil. I was joined by Maria Van Vakero, Michael
Danby, David Feeney, Martin Ferguson, Mark Dreyfus
and Alan Griffin at this meeting. The bishops and
priests sent an important message that we are aware of
the difficulties being experienced in Egypt and the
importance of reintroducing the humanitarian visa
category for Coptic Christians or looking at a new one.

Arts: regional and rural Victoria
Mrs VICTORIA (Bayswater) — In recent weeks I
have had the pleasure of visiting a number of regional
galleries and performing arts venues. From speaking to
curators, venue managers and artists, I feel a real sense
of excitement about the types of projects being carried
out around Victoria.
The Castlemaine gallery is an absolute treasure, with
dedicated staff and a beautifully diverse collection. The
Bendigo Art Gallery should be congratulated for
staging the Art of Chess exhibition, featuring
outstanding international and local works. In Swan Hill
I was shown the master plan for the charming and
captivating Pioneer Settlement, and I share the
excitement of employees and volunteers for the
potential of the site. In Shepparton people power rules.
Members of the public fell so much in love with the
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hyperrealistic Sam Jinks sculpture Woman and Child
that they helped to fundraise thousands of dollars in
order to acquire it for permanent display. This is an
outstanding piece of Australian art and a major asset for
the Shepparton gallery.
These venues and many others should act as motivation
for Victorians to take some time out to see our own
state. While the bright lights of big cities claim the bulk
of people’s attention, it is the shiny little gems in our
regional centres that can often be the most stimulating.

Bayswater Park Cricket Club
Mrs VICTORIA — In December the Bayswater
Park Cricket Club hosted a Twenty20 cricket match to
raise money for the Leukaemia Foundation and chronic
fatigue syndrome research. With the help of the
Wantirna community branch of the Bendigo Bank, the
men’s, women’s and junior teams at Bayswater Park
raised over $13 000. It is wonderful to see such strong
community spirit in this club. I congratulate them and
wish them all the best for the rest of the season.

Casey Nunn
Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — I rise today to pay
tribute to my constituent Ms Casey Nunn, who on
Australia Day this year was awarded the Ambulance
Service Medal (ASM) for distinguished service. Casey
Nunn, who is 27 years old, has been a volunteer with
the Craigieburn community emergency response team
(CERT) since the age of 18 and in this time has held
many leadership positions. She is currently in her third
year as team leader. The Craigieburn CERT, of which I
am a proud supporter, sponsors the Liz Beattie New
Member Award each year and is seen as a model for
CERTs around the state.
Ms Nunn will share her knowledge of running a
successful CERT with fellow volunteers throughout
this year, hosting workshops at CERT statewide
conferences in 2011. Upon accepting the award Casey
Nunn paid tribute to some Craigieburn CERT legends
with whom she has built her leadership, including
Kevin O’Callaghan, ESM, Christopher Tyrrell, Trudy
Harris and Robyn Jones. In 2010 the team of volunteers
attended 429 emergency call-outs and volunteered over
8000 hours of their time. Congratulations, Casey Nunn,
ASM. In closing, in accepting her award, Casey, as is
her way, paid tribute to the rest of the team.

Bushfires: Black Saturday anniversary
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — Yesterday, 7 February,
marked the second anniversary of the Black Saturday
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bushfires that devastated many Victorian communities.
It was a time to reflect on that fateful day in 2009, a day
that will forever be etched in the memories of so many
Victorians. For those of us residing in Gippsland it is
also a time to remember the fires of late January 2009
that destroyed many homes and other assets in our
region.
As we remember those who died and those who were
seriously injured during that terrible event on
7 February 2009, it is also a time to reflect on the
courage, dedication and leadership that has been
demonstrated over and over again by so many
individuals, community groups and businesses post the
bushfires. The resolve and strength that I have
witnessed is simply incredible and I am sure this is
reflected in other bushfire-impacted communities. I
have seen neighbours band together to achieve some
tremendous outcomes in the face of adversity.
Community recovery committees in particular have
played such an important role in the recovery process.
Members of these committees and those who have
provided direct and indirect support ought to be
commended for the leadership they have provided
despite facing enormous personal hardship themselves.
Whilst I know there are still significant challenges
ahead for many communities in the Morwell electorate
following the 2009 bushfires, I am absolutely filled
with pride at the generosity and goodwill that has been
displayed 1000 times over by so many wonderful
people in the Gippsland community, to the extent that
now many of those people are also extending their offer
of support to those impacted by the floods in
Queensland and Victoria.

Tuesday, 8 February 2011

community, a proposal was put together whereby the
new college would be a community facility for all those
students seeking the real choices of a valued public
education, together with a select advanced learning
high achievement stream. Expecting some 50 to
70 students to enrol in year 7, the new school leadership
was very pleased to receive 150 applications for
year 7 — and that has now commenced. One-third of
those positions are allocated to the select advanced
learning stream. Under the leadership of the foundation
school principal, Steve Cook, and the foundation school
council president, Dominic Grounds, the school has
been well and truly launched.

Rail: Wodonga service
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) — In north-east Victoria
the enduring legacy of 11 years of Labor is neglect and
missed opportunity. Perhaps the most prominent
illustration of this legacy is the abject failure of Labor
to return the passenger rail service along the
Albury–Seymour rail line.
As I have mentioned in this place many times, it took
Labor 11 years to complete the relatively
straightforward Wodonga rail bypass project and
despite many promises it failed to return passenger rail
services. I share the frustration of members of my local
community who are forced to make do with
substandard bus transfers between Wodonga and the
Seymour station. This frustration has no doubt been
born out of the fact that leaked V/Line documents
showed that the first of the new, supposedly faster, safer
and more reliable passenger rail services were meant to
return on Sunday, 12 September 2010 — that is, last
year.

Albert Park College: opening
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — I rise to mark the
opening last week of the new Albert Park College. In
doing so, Deputy Speaker, I also acknowledge your
ascension to this high office.
The $30 million college was built on the site of the
former Albert Park College, which sadly had failed in
too many ways. It had both failed its students
academically and failed in its relationship with the
community. The former school council took the very
brave but appropriate decision to close and with the
support of the former government a $30 million
decontamination of a highly contaminated site and the
building of a state-of-the-art new facility was
completed.
After extensive community consultation and leadership
by all those who support public education in the local

I take great heart from the commitment shown by the
new Minister for Public Transport to ensuring that the
passenger rail service is returned to Wodonga residents
as soon as possible. The minister is faced with a
fearsome task of getting passenger rail services back on
the tracks, given the state of disarray this project was
left in by Labor when the coalition took office. It is
clear that, unlike his Labor predecessors, he will not
shirk his responsibilities. I am passionate about the
return of passenger rail services to the north-east as
quickly possible. So too are a great number of my
constituents.

Health: Labor achievements
Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — I am proud to be
Labor. The former Brumby Labor government wanted
every Victorian to have access to high-quality health
care when and where they needed it. The Brumby
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Labor government worked hard to improve our
hospitals by boosting the number of nurses by more
than 10 000. Nurse numbers in Western Health rose
from 834 in 1999 to 1537 in 2009, which is effectively
an 84.3 per cent increase. Labor also boosted hospital
budgets. Western Health’s budget increased from
$152.39 million in 1999 to $378.24 million in 2010,
which is an increase of 148 per cent.
Labor improved local hospitals. Some examples
include a $7 million investment for stage 2 of the
Western Hospital in Footscray in partnership with
NorthWestern Mental Health and the Royal Children’s
Hospital and a $9.24 million investment for stage 1 of
the Western Hospital in Footscray in partnership with
NorthWestern Mental Health and the Royal Children’s
Hospital. There are many more examples of things that
Labor delivered in health.

Margaret Gorrick
Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan) — I take this
opportunity to acknowledge and congratulate the
Australia Day citizen of the year in the Baw Baw shire
for 2011. The citizen of the year is Margaret Gorrick of
Neerim South. Margaret received her award for
outstanding service to her community with over
10 years of involvement with the Warragul community
house as a volunteer office manager, teacher and
member of the committee of management. Margaret
also served as a volunteer at the Neerim District
Secondary College, coaching students in public
speaking and judging competitions. She has
volunteered her services to the Education Centre
Gippsland as a tutor for children from
non-English-speaking backgrounds in basic literacy and
numeracy and for over 10 years worked with Meals on
Wheels in the Neerim South area. Margaret is an active
member of the Neerim and District Branch of the
Liberal Party. She has held various office-bearer
positions, including treasurer of the Macmillan Federal
Electorate Council. She was a founding member of the
Strzelecki Women’s Council and is the current
chairperson.
This year Margaret has again accepted the role as
president of the local Beta Sigma Phi chapter, having
been involved with the organisation for over 54 years
fundraising and assisting needy children and refugees.
Margaret accepted her award with great humility and
took the opportunity to encourage others to volunteer as
a way of becoming connected to their local community.
Margaret has been a tireless worker for her community.
She has improved the lives of a lot of people in a very
significant way and has set an amazing example for
others in the community of Baw Baw to follow. I
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congratulate Margaret as an outstanding citizen of the
year. She is an exceptionally deserving winner.

Sri Lanka: independence day
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) — I had the pleasure of
taking part in the 63rd Sri Lankan independence day
celebrations on Friday evening. This exciting event was
held at Box Hill town hall and was successfully
organised by the office of the Sri Lankan consul and the
Sinhala Cultural and Community Services Foundation.
On the night guests included representatives from both
sides of the Victorian Parliament, the consul for Sri
Lanka, Mr Bandu Dissanayake, and his wife,
Mrs Mihiri Dissanayake, and also representatives from
various state government departments, the Victorian
Multicultural Commission and local councils. It was a
formal night with a variety of Sri Lankan cultural
entertainment, including different types of Sri Lankan
dancing and songs.
History tells us that on 4 February 1948 dominion
status was conferred upon Sri Lanka, which was then
known as Ceylon. This was followed by the
establishment of the republic of Sri Lanka in 1972 with
a Sri Lankan head of state as the president and the
removal of constitutional obligations to the English
Privy Council. These landmarks were achieved without
bloodshed. However, over the centuries the people of
Sri Lanka fought bloody wars against different colonial
rulers, including the Portuguese and the Dutch and,
finally, the British, before seeing the light of
independence. Innumerable martyrs sacrificed their
lives to attain this goal. In the recent past in order to
protect the boundaries of the independent sovereign
state, Sri Lanka had to defeat the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam which waged war over three decades in an
attempt to establish a separate nation state of Tamil
Eelam.

Floods: Rodney electorate
Mr WELLER (Rodney) — I wish to highlight in
this house the courage, determination and community
spirit which has been typified by the wonderful
responses of members of the communities in my
electorate of Rodney during the disastrous flooding
which has swept through the region in recent weeks.
Rochester, a town of 2800 residents, was hit very hard
by floodwaters from the Campaspe River. Outside the
town many farms were badly flooded, with crops
ruined, fences and sheds wrecked and homes isolated,
but through it all the wonderful spirit and support from
residents and surrounding farmers shone through.
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Within a matter of days the town was up and running
again and people were getting on with their lives.

earliest possible occasion to support high priority flood
recovery and flood mitigation works within that shire.

That same community spirit shone through in other
areas in my electorate such as in Cohuna, Leitchville
and Mead where residents worked hard day and night
to protect their homes. Unfortunately the water which
swamped the surrounding farmlands in these areas has
not drained away and many properties now face the
prospect of having waterlogged and basically
unworkable farms for months to come.

Australia Day: Sandringham electorate

It has been gut-wrenching to see the sadness and
despair of these people, but equally it has been inspiring
to see the way communities and individuals have
bonded together to help each other in every way
humanly possible. I take this opportunity to say that the
service clubs, sporting clubs and their neighbours have
all been tremendous in looking after those people in
need. I also take this opportunity to proudly but humbly
pay tribute to these wonderful people in what has been
for many their darkest hour.

Floods: Creswick
Mr HOWARD (Ballarat East) — As members
would be aware, over the last six months many areas
within my electorate have experienced unprecedented
flooding. The township of Creswick in particular has
now been significantly inundated on three occasions.
Heavy rains and flooding last September and again last
month saw many homes significantly inundated, as
were many businesses and community facilities
including the Creswick Bowling Club. Flooding this
last weekend has caused further inundation and much
despair.
Since this latest event I have again visited Creswick and
particularly the Creswick Bowling Club where I talked
with members. The club lost the newest of its two
synthetic bowling greens in September but worked hard
to reinstate the remaining bowling green and club
facilities since those inundations. However, this last
inundation has seen the remaining bowling green
devastated and the members are clearly in despair and
are considering the future of the club.
Ahead of the last election the Brumby government
committed $300 000 to the club to assist with the
reinstatement of its facilities. I call on the new Baillieu
government to go beyond matching the $300 000 in
view of the two further flood events to support the
Creswick Bowling Club in its redevelopment. I also
call on the government to work closely with the
Hepburn shire to provide significant funding at the

Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I pay tribute to
Mr Malcolm Parks, who became Citizen of the Year of
the City of Bayside on Australia Day this year.
Malcolm, who has been supported by his wife Cathy,
has been a stalwart of the Bayside community for over
two and a half decades. He has assisted youth
accommodation services in the district, he has
supported Family Life, a welfare organisation, and he
has had a long-term involvement with the Rotary Club
of Beaumaris. Malcolm has applied his skill, time and
acumen to change the lives of many people in the
Bayside area.
I note the wonderful contribution and award winners in
the City of Kingston Community Group of the Year
award category, the Friends of Mentone Station
Gardens. The group has transformed the railway station
precinct in Mentone. The great work undertaken by its
chairperson, Dorothy Booth, and work done by Garry
Spencer, is a model recognised across Victoria.

Floods: city of Bayside
Mr THOMPSON — During the recent floods in
Victoria great work was undertaken by many
emergency service personnel and contractors over a
48-hour period. I acknowledge the work done over the
weekend by contractors from Citywide, who are
contracted by the Bayside City Council and who at the
end of their very long period of shiftwork had cleared
Beach Road, which was blocked for 44 hours.

Australia Day: Williamstown electorate
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) — I rise to
congratulate Williamstown residents Dr Mukesh
Haikerwal and Hayden Raysmith on being recognised
recently in the Australia Day honours. Dr Haikerwal
was inducted as an Officer of the Order of Australia for
distinguished services to medical administration, for the
promotion of public health through leadership roles
with professional organisations, particularly the
Australian Medical Association, for the reform of the
Australian health system through the optimisation of
information technology and as a general practitioner.
Dr Haikerwal has practised in Altona North for 20
years and has made an extraordinary contribution to his
profession. He is well known for his outstanding
advocacy work at the helm of the Australian Medical
Association, but he has also made a range of
contributions through various organisations such as the
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National E-Health Transition Authority, the World
Medical Association, beyondblue and the Taskforce on
Indigenous Health.

NOTICE OF MOTION

Hayden Raysmith has been made a Member of the
Order of Australia for service to the community
through leadership roles in philanthropic, social policy
and not-for-profit organisations. Hayden is another
outstanding individual. I have been fortunate to have
worked with him to secure the Community Chef project
in Altona and in his capacity as chair of the Hobsons
Bay Community Fund. Hayden is also the chair of the
Abbotsford Convent Foundation and a patron of the
Victorian Local Governance Association, and he was
instrumental in establishing Ross House.

Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) — The
government does not wish to proceed with the second
notice of motion on the notice paper standing in my
name.

I thank Dr Haikerwal and Mr Raysmith for the valuable
and lasting contributions they have made to our
community and country.

Electricity: smart meters
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — The rollout of
the former Brumby government’s smart meter program
is causing significant distress for residents in the
Ferntree Gully electorate. My electorate office has
received a significant volume of calls from angry
residents who have been advised that their home is to
receive a new smart meter. The frustration of people in
my community has been exacerbated when they have
been advised that because of the former Brumby
government, residents have been paying for their smart
meters even before they have been installed. This is just
another example of how the legacy of the Brumby
government is still impacting my community.

Ferntree Gully Nissan: community raffle
Mr WAKELING — I would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate the staff of Ferntree Gully
Nissan for taking the initiative to establish the 2010
community raffle. With the assistance of Rotary
International, $87 033 was raised and distributed
amongst 76 local community groups.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Proclamations
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) — I
move:
That this house authorises and requires the Clerk to table
copies of proclamations of the Governor in Council fixing
dates for the coming into operation of acts, as published in the
Government Gazette from time to time.

Motion agreed to.

Withdrawal

GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from 21 December 2010; motion of
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Mr BULL (Gippsland East) — I am pleased to
second the motion. In commencing my
address-in-reply, I congratulate the Deputy Speaker on
her appointment, the Speaker on his appointment and
all other newly elected members. I was honoured by the
election result in Gippsland East, which saw the seat
returned to The Nationals for the first time since 1999.
I would like to acknowledge the contribution made to
the electorate by the former member, Craig Ingram. I
thank Craig for his efforts over the past 11 years, and I
wish him, his wife Ann-Maree and his family well in
the future. On behalf of the constituents of Gippsland
East, I thank him for the work he did during his term in
office.
I would also like to extend my best wishes to the other
candidates who contested the election in Gippsland
East — that is, Gregg Cook, Sonia Buckley, Deborah
Meester and Jill Redwood. The campaign was long but
enjoyable. Gippsland East stretches over more than
27 000 square kilometres, and despite my having been a
local all my life, campaigning in so many places in such
a relatively short time opened my eyes to just how
many diverse attractions the electorate has to offer
throughout its length and breadth. While other members
may lay claim to this position, I truly believe I represent
one of the most picturesque and diverse electorates in
the state — from Mallacoota in the far east to Heyfield
in the west and north to Omeo. It takes in some
amazing national parks, picturesque estuaries and lakes.
Within a couple of hours drive from the lakes are the
neighbouring snowfields. East Gippsland has so much
to offer, and I look forward to some very exciting times
ahead.
Of course along with having some of the most attractive
wilderness areas in the state come some risks. In recent
years the region has experienced fires and also floods
on a large scale. As we heard earlier today, only last
week, after what has been a relatively wet summer, a
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couple of days of extreme heat resulted in a wildfire
that destroyed two homes and threatened a number of
communities in East Gippsland. This was in stark
contrast to the floods being experienced in other areas
of the state.
My family has a long association with the region. My
grandfather, Captain James Bull, arrived in 1879, and
my family has remained on the Gippsland Lakes for
many years in the boatbuilding and boat hire business,
including being responsible for the building of over
300 vessels ranging from tourist ferries and fishing
trawlers right down to rowing dinghies. I was brought
up at Metung and spent a lot of time sailing and fishing
as a youngster. I remain a frequent lakes user and love
nothing more than giving my children the experiences I
grew up with on the lakes.
I have lived in East Gippsland all my life, the first
20 years of my working life as a journalist and
newspaper editor and the past 7 as an employee of the
Australian Sports Commission, where I was
coordinator of a program that promoted healthy and
active lifestyle choices for primary school-aged
children. It was a very rewarding job.
I enjoy my sport. I still play football and cricket despite
being well past my use-by date, and I am also a
Richmond football club tragic, so I apologise for that. I
love the outdoors, camping and fishing, and if any
members wish to come and sample some of the best
wilderness areas in the state, I extend an invitation to
them.
My decision to run for Parliament was initially sparked
by the need for improved services for the disabled and
those with special needs, particularly in rural areas.
Through a personal situation as a parent, disability has
become an area of passion for me, and that remains the
case. I have been a strong community advocate for
improved services to rural and regional areas for many
years and believe across the board more support and
recognition needs to be given to both carers and
families. Children with special needs require better
access to early intervention services and more support
at school. Parents and carers need more respite, and
there need to be more supported accommodation
options, particularly in country areas.
We have many responsibilities as elected members of
Parliament, but in my eyes there is none more
important than looking after the sick, the aged, those
with special needs, the vulnerable and the needy within
our community. I also want a community and state with
strong values on law and order and a safe, friendly and
caring environment in which to raise my children.
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East Gippsland is a very popular tourist destination and
is well liked by retirees, but it is also becoming
increasingly frequented by younger families looking for
a sea change or looking to bring up their kids in a
country setting. It is certainly a region on the move. It is
also home to a number of key industries, including
tourism, commercial fishing, horticulture, timber and
other farming, all of which combine to make it a key
player in Victoria’s economic landscape.
Townships right along the coastline, including
Paynesville, Metung, Lakes Entrance, Marlo and
Mallacoota are all built on estuarine waters and rely
heavily on tourism, as do many of the high country and
foothills towns, including Omeo, Bruthen and Buchan.
Despite already attracting over a million visitors
annually with expenditure of over $2 million per
annum, the region is an awakening giant when it comes
to tourism as more become aware of its potential and
attractions.
The Lakes Entrance Fisherman’s Co-operative Society
Ltd is the largest supplier of fresh fish to the Melbourne
Wholesale Fish Market and a major supplier to the
Sydney Fish Market. It handles over 80 different
species of fish amounting to 4000 tonnes per annum,
and the port is home to over 80 fishing vessels. The
fishing industry at Lakes Entrance injects an estimated
$200 million per annum into the Victorian economy.
The Lindenow-based horticulture industry employs
1000 people and has a farmgate value of $27 million
annually, which would be increased with more secure
water supply options. The Macalister irrigation district
(MID) in Maffra is the largest irrigation area south of
the Great Dividing Range. It predominantly supports a
large dairying sector but also other farming practices,
including increasing horticulture interests. The
proposals within the MID 2030 report build on the
sector’s strengths and on action that will make it an
increasingly attractive area for investment and
production.
The timber industry in East Gippsland produces over
$100 million in products per annum and directly
employs over 600 people, with over 1200 jobs that are
dependent on the industry. It too is critical to our local
economy and as a supplier of products.
Whilst my electorate is home to several industries of
statewide significance I also see small business as of
enormous importance to not only East Gippsland but
the entire Victorian economy. Despite being very well
established all these industries face their challenges,
and I look forward to being involved with a
government that addresses these and provides plenty of
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hope and prosperity for these industries into the future.
Taking into account all these vital industries, it is easy
to see Gippsland East is a major contributor to
Victoria’s economy. We certainly kick the tin for
Victoria.
Gippsland East is an important provider of farming
produce, seafood and timber as well as a leading tourist
destination for Victorian, interstate and international
visitors. Of course, as many well know, the jewel in the
crown of Gippsland East is the iconic Gippsland Lakes.
I grew up literally on the shores of the lakes, and I am
delighted by the coalition’s $10 million commitment to
ensure their health and ongoing prosperity. The lakes
make up Australia’s largest inland waterway and are
the backbone of our tourism industry in East Gippsland.
They have been and will continue to be a major
generator of economic growth in the region, so it is
imperative they be cared for as a priority into the future.
Having said that, there are many more strings to the
bow of East Gippsland as a tourist destination, with the
internationally recognised Buchan Caves, the Ninety
Mile Beach and amazing wilderness areas, just to name
a few.
In the lead-up to this election, the coalition made some
other significant commitments to the region, among
them the connection of natural gas to Orbost and Lakes
Entrance and new school buildings for the Bairnsdale
Secondary College and Toorloo Arm Primary School.
Law and order and improved health services are of
great importance to the people of East Gippsland, and
the statewide commitments to more police and
ambulance officers are developments that will be
welcomed by the citizens in my electorate. I also look
forward to the building of the all-abilities playground in
Bairnsdale, which has been very close to my heart; road
upgrades; and stamp duty cuts for homebuyers.
The electorate of Gippsland East has been well served
over many years by a number of highly regarded
National Party and National Country Party members,
including Sir Albert Lind, who served for 40 years, and
Bruce Evans, who served for 32 years. I am truly
humbled to have my name added to the list of those
elected to represent this region.
I am proud of the contributions my forebears have
made to public life. My maternal grandfather, Keith
Parlon, served as mayor of Fitzroy, and my paternal
grandfather, Joe Bull, served three terms as the then
Shire of Tambo president. Joe also served in the
Australian Imperial Force in the Great War. My father
served in the Second World War and was on the
HMAS Canberra when it was sunk with 193 casualties
on 9 August 1942 in the Battle of Savo Island. Dad was
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fortunate to be among the survivors, but the family did
not go without loss; my Uncle Ted, a tail gunner in a
Lancaster bomber, was lost in action over Germany. On
returning from the war, my father joined the family
boatbuilding business. Over many decades he has been
very active in serving the community in a number of
community organisations, including Legacy for
55 years, the RSL for 55 years and the fire brigade for
35 years. He was a founding member of the Metung
Yacht Club and is an honorary life member.
My mother has also been a long-serving volunteer,
serving for 55 years on the RSL ladies auxiliary and
26 years on the Metung Primary School mothers club
as her seven children passed through the school. I am
very proud of my mother and father’s community
service.
I have been provided with a wonderful opportunity to
represent the needs of my electorate, and I remain
committed to achieving the delivery of better services
and infrastructure for the East Gippsland community. I
also commit myself to working for a better Victoria, a
state in which business is encouraged to grow and
prosper without unnecessary impediments.
I take this opportunity to thank my campaign team and
supporters for their hard work. I am particularly
indebted to the commitment of Nationals state member
Peter Hall, Minister for Higher Education and Skills,
and federal member Darren Chester for their support.
My campaign committee, led by Laurie and Anne
Hiscock and supported by countless others, clearly
played a large hand in our success in Gippsland East.
To my wife, Kim, and my children, Daniel, Lachlan
and Nikita, I give my thanks for their support and
understanding in what was a very busy time. To my
parents, Dave and Raie, my five elder brothers David,
Peter, John, Michael and Tony — I told you I would
mention you all — my sister Elizabeth and my
extended family, I also extend my thanks for your
support. I consider myself very fortunate to come from
a large and close family that has always gotten along
very well. I will always be very grateful to my parents
for putting their children first, especially when times
were tough, and instilling old-fashioned values in us all.
I would also like to thank my previous work colleagues
at the Australian Sports Commission for providing
flexibility and the support necessary to complete my
campaigning. I do not expect this job to be a free ride. I
will be happy to share many cups of coffee with the
people of East Gippsland, whom I thank again and to
whom I commit myself for the next four years and
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hopefully beyond to employ my best endeavours as
their representative in this Parliament.
In conclusion I would like to share one slightly
humorous incident that occurred during my campaign. I
thought our campaign was going along quite nicely,
and I thought it had really hit home when I visited the
small township of Cann River in the far east of the state
just a few weeks before the election. On arrival at a cafe
I was presented with a free cup of coffee and a nice
wink from the waitress, who came over and
commented to me that she was a very big fan. I thought
to myself, ‘Well, there’s one vote; the advertising is
working really well’. She went back behind the counter
and started pointing and giggling with the other staff
member. I thought to myself ‘There’s two votes’. It was
only in the discussion afterwards that I discovered she
thought I was Billy Brownless from the Footy Show.
She was most deflated when she learnt who I really
was. I watched as the smile and excitement literally
drained from her face in a matter of seconds. To make
matters worse I then had to pay for my coffee!
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — Deputy Speaker, I
congratulate you on your election. I am sure the people
of the Evelyn electorate will be pleased.
… if I think a thing is worth fighting for, no matter what the
penalty is, I will fight for the right …

So said Labor Prime Minister Ben Chifley. I come to
this place as the Labor member for Ivanhoe to fight for
people’s rights. I commit to do so with decency and
integrity. To me politics is about people. I was raised by
parents who taught me to value differences and to treat
people with respect, no matter their background, views
or circumstances. To my father, Shane Carbines, and
my mother, Therese Brophy, I am forever grateful for
the opportunities you have provided to me. For all of us
in the Carbines and Brophy families contributing to
your local community and strengthening the society in
which you live is part of leading a fulfilling life and
meeting your obligations to share what you have with
others.
I was born at the Preston and Northcote Community
Hospital. You will not get health care there today, but
that is another story! My parents were very young.
They worked hard. For most of their working lives they
have been state school teachers. We moved from
Preston to Viewbank in the Ivanhoe electorate because
my parents were determined to provide me with a good
school education. My parents were also active in their
union, the various incarnations of what is today the
Australian Education Union.
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I joined the Australian Journalists Association, now the
Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance, while I was at
the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology studying
journalism. I thought it was important to join a union
that would one day represent me in the workplace. In
1995 I started my working life as a journalist at the
Geelong Advertiser. I am glad there are a couple more
journalists and perhaps a few less lawyers in the
Parliament today. For several months I did the mail and
tried hard not to mix up the death notices with the
livestock column. Believe me, I have seen it done!
As I saw it, journalism was a way to tell people stories;
it was a way to highlight injustices in the community;
and it was a way to badger governments, bureaucrats
and shonky bosses. It was about standing up for
minorities and those who had been wronged. It was a
way to shine a light on the good work of our volunteers
in the community that often goes unnoticed. It also
involved my standing on my first picket line. It was
Geelong Cup Day, and we walked out just before the
cup was run. Pens were down. Journos covering
fashions on the field and photographers at the finish line
returned to the Ryrie Street offices and stood on the
picket. It was a gutsy move. We were all in. We then
watched a string of executives and advertising
representatives in their cup finery return in a panic to
see if they could get the paper out. Naturally they
crossed the picket line, but our point was made. I
acknowledge my friend and colleague David
Saunderson, who would remember these times well.
I look back today and realise the sacrifices that many of
my Geelong Advertiser colleagues made for young
journalists like me in negotiating better wages and
conditions. It was only later when I was older that I
noted how many of them had missed out on
opportunities in their careers and how some of the
hardest working and most respected staff were
sometimes overlooked. These were the people on the
front line of our union disputes and negotiating teams. I
look back and publicly thank them for the sacrifices
they made for their profession, their union and their
colleagues in the workplace. We always walked taller
together.
Ultimately, some years on, I realised that in the end
journalists are observers and that if I wanted to right
wrongs before they happened and did not want to just
write about the aftermath I would need to look
elsewhere. The election of the Bracks government in
1999 provided that opportunity. It means a lot to me
that my father’s wife and my stepmother, Elaine
Carbines, was here for my swearing in. I was her
campaign manager for the former Geelong Province in
1999 and came to the opening of Parliament to see her
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sworn in. Last December she returned the favour. Many
parliamentary staff and MPs have asked after Elaine,
and I have many good wishes to pass on to her. It is
clear to me that people here hold her in the same high
regard as the Geelong community continue to hold her.
In 2000 I worked in the office of the member for
Geelong. He was elected by 16 votes, and we had a lot
of work to do! I have learned much from his humility
and tenacity, and I am pleased he has got the seat next
to me in this place, although I am not sure who is
keeping an eye on whom — at least we both support
the Cats.
In early 2001 the member for Melbourne asked me to
join her staff, and for nearly nine years I worked with
many dedicated people across the Bracks and Brumby
governments. Working for the member for Melbourne,
Victoria’s longest serving female minister, gave me the
chance to help many people in the policy areas I am
passionate about such as housing, aged care, disability
services, health and education. Across three terms in
government I was able to meet and help many people
and organisations in our community who have devoted
their working lives to these issues. Many of us are just
passing through, but I commend them all.
Bronwyn Pike tempered some of my political attitudes
with a determination to see that we helped everyone we
could: Labor, Liberal, Nationals — anyone anywhere.
That was her way, and she is right. I will be a better
member of Parliament for the years I spent with her as
an adviser and chief of staff. As one of the first people
to be labelled anti-Victorian in a different era, the
member for Melbourne continues to make a
contribution to social policy in Victoria.
In 2005 I decided to run for local government.
Sometimes you realise that you can complain or you
can nominate. I have been fortunate to be elected twice
to represent the Olympia ward of Banyule City
Council, and I am grateful for the support of those
residents. Together we achieved some great results for
the community. A highlight for me was the
redevelopment of Malahang Reserve in West
Heidelberg. Funded through the neighbourhood
renewal program and employing local people, we have
a park and a festival for families that makes you
wonder where people went before. The reality was they
had nowhere to go.
For the past year I have worked at the Victorian School
of Languages. The VSL celebrated its 75th anniversary
in 2010. It is a state school system provider of language
classes, and its results in the Victorian certificate of
education are second to none. To the principal, Frank
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Merlino, and the dedicated staff, my thanks for your
commitment to our young people and the multicultural
community we all value.
It has been a long journey to this place. My
great-great-grandfather, Richard Carbines, stepped off
the boat in Sydney from our ancestral home in
Cornwall, England, in 1863. My
great-great-great-grandfather on my mother’s side, John
Joseph Brophy, came out from County Laois in Ireland
in 1855. I should note that he came under his own
steam. The Brophys have always fought for an Irish
republic, and where there is a cause worth fighting for I
can assure you that a Carbines or a Brophy will not be
too far away.
I thank the people of the Ivanhoe electorate for their
support. I acknowledge their frustration and
disappointment with Labor. They want us to do better
for them. I think of many of the constituents who have
been in my office in recent times and the struggles they
have. This distresses me and should distress many
people in the community — particularly the plight of
those who struggle for basic needs such as housing. We
must do better for more of our fellows.
I pledge to defend the gains of Labor in government
that have benefited my constituents. I will also fight and
advocate to see that the commitments Labor made to
the Ivanhoe electorate are delivered by the new
government. People voted Labor in Ivanhoe because
they want the Olivia Newton-John Cancer Centre at the
Austin Hospital to be completed. They voted Labor in
Ivanhoe because they want the Olympic Village
Primary School rebuilt and the children’s hub funded.
People voted Labor in Ivanhoe to fix Rosanna Road
and get the trucks off it. People voted Labor in Ivanhoe
to rebuild the Ivanhoe Library and the sporting facilities
at Cartledge Reserve. People voted Labor in Ivanhoe to
keep the West Heidelberg police station open, and
people voted Labor in Ivanhoe to complete the Charles
La Trobe P-12 College. That is why I have been elected
and I will pursue these commitments.
The Ivanhoe electorate includes some areas of great
disadvantage. Labor must do better for many of its core
supporters who have not had their fair share of the
benefits of a strong economy.
I look forward to working with the member for
Mulgrave and new Leader of the Opposition, Daniel
Andrews. We have worked together many times over
the years.
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My thanks go to the former Premier, the former
member for Broadmeadows, for always doing the hard
jobs for the Labor Party at the hardest times.
I take this time to congratulate the member for
Hawthorn and the new government.
I thank my campaign manager, Kate Dunn, formerly of
the Australian Council of Trade Unions. What a hard
slog it has been: a job well done but just begun. My
thanks also to her partner, Christian Bombig, and her
daughter, Rose.
I thank those regulars who made our converted former
denture clinic into a thriving campaign office — with a
very leaky roof. They include Irene Magoulas, Emma
Henderson, Warren Bransgrove, Lisa Stilo, James
Russell, Brian Kane, Betty Dodd and Mem Suleyman. I
thank postal vote coordinator Rob Carter; Arthur
Kenny, who is the best letterboxing coordinator going
around; and his son, Antony Kenny, who never stopped
campaigning. I also thank Claire McClelland, Noah
Carroll, Emily Abrahams, Nathan Legge and Michael
Hollman. There were so many helpers committed to the
Labor cause.
My thanks to the members of the Ivanhoe and
Heidelberg ALP branches who advocate for Labor on
the street stalls and at the polling booths. That is why
we win: passionate people walking the streets, banging
on doors, day in, day out.
I thank a casualty of Labor’s poor election
performance, a former member for Northern
Metropolitan Region, Nathan Murphy. Together we
fought hard for the north. He recently returned on a
boat from tackling Japanese whalers. All power to him,
I say: get into them.
While talking about the north I thank the member for
Bundoora, Colin Brooks. The great respect the electors
have for their local MP stood him in good stead at the
election. The member for Eltham has been a tenacious
fighter for the green wedge, and I have valued his very
strong support for the nearly 20 years I have been a
member of the ALP. I thank the member for Yan Yean;
the member for Bellarine, in particular for her support
over many years; and I pay tribute to the former
member for South Barwon, Michael Crutchfield — he
always took on the hard jobs. I thank the member for
Lara, John Eren, for his support; the member for Narre
Warren North, Luke Donnellan; and John Lenders, a
member for Southern Metropolitan Region in the other
place.
In the federal Parliament there are many colleagues
who have been part of my journey to this place. The
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member for Jagajaga, Jenny Macklin, and I will do
great work together in the Ivanhoe electorate. I thank
the member for Corio, Richard Marles, and the member
for Maribyrnong, Bill Shorten, who have never
wavered in their support of me or the need for our party
to constantly renew and have standard bearers for the
future. The member for Batman, Martin Ferguson, and
the member for Gorton, Brendan O’Connor, have been
good Labor friends along the way.
There are some former members of the federal
Parliament who have helped shape my values. The
former member for Casey, Pete Steedman, is one. He is
always reminding me to tackle, advocate, challenge
government and never get comfortable. Steeds never
lets anyone feel too comfortable!
I thank my great friend and mentor, the former member
for Diamond Valley and Jagajaga, the
Honourable Peter Staples, who was a minister in the
Hawke and Keating governments. He gave me my first
job. That 1992–93 GST election taught me a lot about
who Labor’s friends are and what we stand for. I have
learnt a lot from you, Peter, and while politics can
throw up easy options, I can assure you that I will take
the hard road. To have you there on election night was
a great moment for me. Thanks for giving me the
self-belief to see this through.
To former Premier and my local constituent the
Honourable John Cain, I have appreciated your support
and encouragement. We have had good discussions
about Labor values, and they will always be at the heart
of my decision making.
Within the ALP there are many people who have
helped guide my development and who have shared the
ups and downs of being a member of the Labor Party.
To the late Gary McAlpine and to Mick Blair, Derek
Rollins, Sigmund Jorgensen, Cath Duane and Carole
Taylor, I say thanks for staying true. Thanks to Julie
Ligeti, who is always fighting for the Labor movement,
and to Shane Lucas, Caitilin Markby, Bree Grenfell and
so many over the years who were part of Team Pike.
To the tireless Gayle King and Andrew Herington, I say
thank you for the work. To my friend and work
colleague Davydd Griffiths, a great campaigner who
has seen off the Greens challenge in the Melbourne
electorate these past two elections and has managed
other campaigns too: they said we would never make it,
but you always said we would, thanks for believing,
brother. To Grant Poulter and the passionate
hardworking members of Victorian Young Labor: I am
very humbled by your strong support.
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Thanks to my union, the Australian Workers Union,
and to the Victorian secretary, Cesar Melhem, and his
colleague Ben Davis in particular. They never wavered
in their support of me or the cause. To the Plumbing
Trades Employees Union secretary, Earl Setches, and
assistant secretary, Tony Murphy, I say thanks for all
your support and hard work for the Ivanhoe campaign.
To Lloyd Williams at the Health and Community
Services Union and the team at the Australian Services
Union, my thanks indeed. To those at the Australian
Education Union, the Victorian Independent Education
Union and the Transport Workers Union, I also extend
my thanks.
To my mother’s partner, Peter Leyden: thanks for your
support. Thanks to my brothers, Nicholas and Scott,
and my sister Hannah — my great friends and
campaigners. I also extend my thanks to my
parents-in-law, Bill and Glenda Brown of Bendigo. To
the Carbines and Brophy families go my thanks. It sure
helps to cover the booths when your mum is the last of
11 children. Thanks to my darling wife, Anita Brown.
Anita has supported me through everything politics has
thrown up over the last 11 years, and we are still here,
stronger than ever.
I will finish with a couple of quotes. D. W. Brogan has
been quoted as follows:
… Labour politicians ‘can usefully be divided into those who
think of the Labour Party as a going political concern with
good prospects, and those who think of it as “the labour
movement”, something sacred, to be cherished in ill-repute
even more than in good, to be clung to as members of an
evangelical sect cling to their “connection”.
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The time for talk is over. The Ivanhoe electorate has
waited long enough for representation and a voice in
this place — six months in fact! I am ready, and it is
time to get to work.
Mr WATT (Burwood) — Deputy Speaker, firstly I
would like to congratulate you on your new role, as
well as congratulating the Speaker on his new role. I
would also like to congratulate all those members on
both sides of the house who join me in the class of
2010, as well as those members who were re-elected at
the recent elections. It is with immense personal
satisfaction that I congratulate Ted Baillieu on his
election as Premier of Victoria. My first involvement in
a political campaign saw the election of Ted Baillieu to
the seat of Hawthorn, and now my first term has seen
the election of Ted as Premier.
I wish to acknowledge Bob Stensholt for his service to
the people of Burwood and wish him well in his future
endeavours. I would also like to acknowledge another
former member for Burwood, Jeff Kennett, for his
extensive contribution to the people of Burwood, as I
am not sure that he has been acknowledged for this
previously in this house. Jeff Kennett was an
outstanding local member for 23 years and he served
his electorate with distinction. I am proud to follow in
his footsteps. It is a great honour and privilege to be
elected as the member for Burwood. I thank the people
of Burwood for giving me this honour, and I plan on
repaying the faith they have placed in me.

Labor must remain militant. Without militancy there can be
no progress. We must accept the inevitability of the political
cycle. It seems to be the function of the Labor Party to make
social gains, and that of the anti-Labor Party to accept those
gains and consolidate them.

For some of us our journey into this place may have
started several months ago, while others can remember
at the age of 13 telling Aunty Helen that we would one
day serve in Parliament, but we are all shaped by
experiences throughout our lives and the people we
have encountered along the way. My journey started in
Norseman, a little country town in Western Australia,
where my father worked in the railways. I grew up as
the only boy in a family of 11 children living in public
housing. With 10 sisters and 16 nieces and nephews, I
have always appreciated the importance of family and
the need for decent services in education, public
transport, hospitals and community safety.

This then is the story of such gains as child endowment,
workers’ compensation, widows’ pensions and other great
Labor social experiments. Today, nobody disputes their
necessity. … If we are to continue to progress, then the social
laboratory of the Labor movement must continue to develop
its own scientific advances, which will be of far greater use to
humanity and the future of civilised living …

My work ethic and belief in reward for effort were
forged as a 13-year-old-boy sweeping floors in a
hardware store. I owe much to the late John Mazzega
for his guidance and counsel in this regard. I thank Kay
Hallahan, a former member of the Western Australian
Parliament, for the introduction.

More than ever, I believe the Labor Party has to fight
for the labour movement. If we do not stand for
something we will fall for anything.
In his book I Remember, former New South Wales
Premier Jack Lang wrote:

The big fella, as he was known, was right.

I became an Australian schoolboy athletics champion
training under the tutelage of Stan Jones, a great friend
and mentor. It was Stan who inspired me to become an
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Australian Centurion; he is C10. In 2004 I realised a
dream to become a life member of the Australian
Centurions — C48 — by walking 100 miles in under
24 hours; it was 23 hours, 59 minutes and 23 seconds of
pain. I wish to acknowledge all 57 members of the
Australian Centurions.
I started my own business from the ground up, which I
ran for more than eight years. As a small business
owner, I understand the burdens that are placed on
businesses and the sacrifices that are made. My greatest
disappointment in business was having to sell my little
red Mini so that I could afford to buy my first van. As a
business owner I have a strong belief in free enterprise.
In fact freedom is the word which best describes my
philosophy and a word I hope to remember when sitting
in this house. I believe strongly in the protection of
individual freedoms, the right to freedom of speech,
and the right to freely associate, or not. People should
be able to go about their lives as they choose as long as
those choices do not unduly impinge on the freedoms
of others.
One of my favourite lines is from the song Because I
Love You by The Masters Apprentices, which goes
something like this — I will not sing it — ‘Ooh, do
what you wanna do, be what you wanna be, yeah’. That
is a motto we should all aspire to in our lives. It is up to
the government to provide the framework that will
allow us, within reason, to achieve this. I am not talking
about handouts. What I am talking about is assisting
people to improve their lives by not placing undue
burdens on them. It is the responsibility of government
to allow its people to flourish and prosper. With this the
individual must accept responsibility for their choices.
There are always consequences for our actions, some
good and some bad. For me, state politics is about
being able to deliver basic services for the people of
Victoria. As a state member of Parliament, I can
personally affect the lives of individuals on a daily
basis, hopefully in a positive way.
My interest in politics and the Liberal Party preceded
my membership by about a decade. I joined the party in
1998. I still remember the day that Allan Lawton came
to my house in Wattle Valley Road to welcome me to
the Liberal Party. Since then the people in the Liberal
Party have shared some of the greatest and toughest
moments of my life. I know the value in these
relationships, and as a team we will work for the benefit
of the Burwood community, as I will with all those who
live and work in the Burwood electorate. I am
passionate about Burwood and passionate about the
community in which I live. I want to make a real
difference.
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My wife, Maria, and I live in Ashburton with our two
young boys, Alexander and Zachariah. There are many
community groups in the Burwood electorate that we
need to reach out to, and I have already been working
on this task, both before the election and since. I have
spent years engaging with community organisations
and groups such as senior citizens, Neighbourhood
Watch, local traders, local schools and sporting clubs. I
am also a sponsor of the Eastern Lions Soccer Club in
Burwood, where my younger son plays small-sided
football.
Whether I am talking with people in Ashburton,
Ashwood, Box Hill South, Burwood, Camberwell,
Chadstone, Glen Iris or Surrey Hills, the message is the
same from all members of the community. People
should feel comforted by the fact that if they fall ill,
they will be looked after in hospital with dignity.
People should not have to peer over their fence waiting
for the next building application seeking to destroy their
amenity. People are not sardines and should not be
packed into public transport as such. People have the
right to feel safe. I see standing for Burwood as an
extension of the work I have been doing in improving
my local community. Being the member for Burwood
will provide a much greater opportunity to bring into
being things that I have been arguing and fighting for.
The Burwood electorate is diverse in its make-up and in
many ways it is a good reflection of the state of
Victoria. We in Burwood face many of the same issues
as the rest of the state and they are issues on which I
have campaigned strongly. Some of the issues peculiar
to the Burwood electorate that have been raised with
me over the years include the long-term future of the
Alamein train line and the Ashburton police station.
Other issues include inappropriate development and the
Box Hill Hospital. For me and my wife the Box Hill
Hospital is a deeply personal issue of significance in
our lives. Our experiences have helped shape me as a
person, and I will be pleased when we have fully
implemented our plans for the hospital. As I said
earlier, people should feel comfortable that they will be
given the best health care available.
As a politician I want to involve my community in
issues regarding how we will progress and develop into
the future. The campaign has shown me that this is an
area where government needs to improve. Many
constituents contacted me during and after the election
voicing concerns about inappropriate development.
Many of these constituents have expressed to me their
satisfaction with the speed at which we have already
acted in this regard. We as a government have already
acted to remove regulations which allow high-rise,
high-density developments as of right on transport
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routes. As I have already stated, I know this was deeply
concerning for the people of Burwood.

members of the house can appreciate this commitment.
Thank you for your attention.

For some time I and many of my neighbours have been
disturbed at the downgrading of the Ashburton police
station. During the campaign I was able to get a
commitment to secure funding to pave the way for the
return of the police to Ashburton. I look forward to
improved police numbers in my electorate as part of the
Baillieu government’s commitment to increasing the
police force by 1700 officers.

Ms GARRETT (Brunswick) — Thank you, Deputy
Speaker, and congratulations on your appointment. I
also congratulate the Premier and his cabinet, and the
Leader of the Opposition and the shadow cabinet, on
their appointments. To my fellow new members on
both sides of the house: well done.

Throughout the electorate there have been concerns for
some time that the Alamein train line might be cut or
downgraded. I commit once again, as I did during the
campaign, to making sure that this does not happen. I
note that a number of months before the election the
Minister for Public Transport tabled a petition in this
regard, and I thank him for that.
Now that I have been elected I will continue to fight for
improved community safety, including reinstating the
Ashburton police station, decent hospitals, improved
education outcomes for our children, better planning
and more efficient, safer public transport. I will
continue to work with the people of Burwood to help
them prosper and grow, to seek input and advice and to
move forward together.
I would like to thank all those who have helped during
my election campaign — all my volunteers and branch
members. We have a strong group who worked well
together and complemented each other. I know it is not
right to single people out, but I would like to thank
specifically Jenny and Allan Lawton; Heather and
Brian Chase; Carole and Albert Phillips; Antony
Joscelyne; my campaign director, Ralph Krein; local
councillor Phillip Healey; Tony Nutt; Damien Mantach
and all the staff at 104. Thank you.
I want to make special mention of David Davis, a
member for Southern Metropolitan Region in the other
place, and thank him for his friendship and guidance.
To my wife’s parents, Andreas and Zooulla Kadis, I
say: thank you for everything over the last 11 years. I
say a big thankyou to my boys, Alexander and
Zachariah, who along with Antony were up most
mornings at train stations or on street corners for most
of the 12 months preceding the campaign.
Finally, I would like to thank my beautiful wife, Maria,
for her support and for allowing me to follow a dream.
Maria has been a great sounding-board, and without her
continued support my election would never have been
possible. I know we, and moreover Maria, have made
large sacrifices to make this happen. I am sure all

I acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on
which we stand, the people of the Kulin nation, and pay
my respects to their elders past and present.
It is an extraordinary honour to be standing here today
in this house as the newly elected member for
Brunswick. The seat of Brunswick in many ways is
home to and reflects the essential foundations upon
which Melbourne was built, and I believe it captures
some of the best our community has to offer. It is a
place of great multicultural diversity where the
contributions of generations of migrant families from
across the globe have helped create a fascinating and
dynamic area. It has a proud and distinct industrial
history as a place where a wide array of goods has been
produced and where workers have fought hard for
better terms and conditions of employment for
themselves and their families.
It is a community in which activism flourishes, where
generations have been committed to making
progressive values a reality — to welcome refugees, to
stand against discrimination, to fight for freedom of
speech and to deliver social justice.
It is a place that has been at the forefront of respect for
our environment, leading the way on sustainability at
the local level and on changing the way we live. It is a
rapidly growing community with a diverse range of
people flocking to the area, including families with
small children, students, artists, young professionals
and musicians. It is where my family comes from. Six
generations of Garretts have lived in Brunswick,
commencing with my great-great-grandmother, Sarah
Garrett, well over a century ago. Through these
generations my forebears have run small businesses,
raised their children, been elders in the churches and
cared for their community. During the depression my
great-grandparents opened their home to strangers in
need, a home that my great-grandfather built in Whitby
Street, West Brunswick. A builder by trade, he ran a
business on Melville Road — Ralph Garrett and
Sons — that my grandfather, Jack, took over and
expanded.
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My great-grandmother, Mabel, ran a tailoring shop on
Sydney Road, just opposite the Brunswick Baptist
Church where my father was minister during my
childhood. My maternal grandparents, Ern and Dulcie
Routley, settled in Pascoe Vale South after moving
from country Victoria where they raised my mum, who
was head prefect at the then Coburg High School.

and thank them for the work they do’. Again, I see you.
Of course to properly see someone you must also hear
them. You must listen to them to understand their story,
their journey, and appreciate their aspirations for the
future. I believe that if you see and if you hear, you are
compelled to acknowledge injustice and inequality
where it exists, and it is here that you must also act.

It is against the backdrop of that history and within this
community that my ideas and values have been shaped.
My father is a theologian and a man of the cloth, and
my mother was a passionate English teacher who
worked in public education for her entire career. My
sister, Catherine, and I were raised in this inner city
community in a home teeming with visitors where our
parents held social justice group meetings every
fortnight, and we were regulars on the public
demonstration circuit. It was sometimes a bit hard to
explain to other kids in the playground why they could
not come around on a particular weekend, because we
were having the social justice Christmas party that day,
or what the big yellow sticker on our old family car,
which said ‘Uranium mining, no thanks’, meant.

It is not fair or right that people should be discarded,
discriminated against or made to feel invisible. It is not
fair or right that people should be left behind, trapped in
cycles of poverty or exploited and used. It is not fair or
right that people should go to work uncertain of their
job security, their health and safety on site or their
capacity to provide for their kids. Respect is to see,
respect is to hear, and respect is to act.

The particular values that become part of the fabric of
your being through how you were raised and what you
may embrace or reject are many. For my part the most
important value I believe I was given, and which forms
the basis for all I strive to do, is respect: respect for the
dignity and worth of others, respect for rights, respect
for the legitimate and universal aspirations of people to
reach their full potential and to provide for themselves
and their families.
I want to invoke the biblical ‘Do unto others as you
would have them do unto you’. I want to invoke the
modern day blockbuster comment ‘I see you’, which is
a powerful line in the film Avatar that the characters
use in the context of saying that they see each other as
they really are, beyond the prejudices or constraints that
come from social constructs, class or cultural divide.
Time and again people suffering disadvantage, either
systemic or sudden, talk about the pain of being
invisible to the community, of being ignored or
forgotten or dismissed; it is literally a feeling that the
world sees through you.
One of the strongest memories I have from my
childhood is eating dinner with my family at a regular
weekly night out at Papa Gino’s on Lygon Street. I was
about 10 and chatting away when the waitress served
our meals, and I completely ignored her. My dad
touched my arm — I can still see his face now being as
grave as he had ever looked — and said, ‘Jane, you
were very dismissive of that person. You must never
ever behave like that. You must look people in the eye

The great mentors of my life in my opinion have held at
their core the importance of respect, from Justice Alan
Boulton, who took me on straight out of university and
showed me the world, to Steve Bracks, for whom I had
the privilege of working for several years, to Sharan
Burrow, from whom I learnt so much, and to Andrew
Grech, managing director of Slater and Gordon, who
was my boss for six years. These are people who have
achieved great things and done so because they wanted
to make a difference to people’s lives, to improve their
working standards, to care for the vulnerable, to create a
strong economy that shares its fortunes more broadly,
to give people just compensation when they are injured,
and they did that while treating those around them,
regardless of their status or position, with respect and
care.
For me it is respect that is at the heart of the Labor
Party tradition and values — a tradition that was borne
out of working men and women standing up for a fair
deal, for recognition of work done, for the right to earn
a decent wage, come home safe and have a say in their
futures. It is a tradition borne out of people insisting
that all sections of our community, regardless of wealth,
ethnicity, gender or sexuality should be encouraged to
make the most of their lives, rise above their
circumstances, have a first-class education, access to
the best public health system and the capacity to shine.
It comes from people who do not accept the status quo
but who question and challenge and fight for a more
equitable and just and inclusive society.
I have strived to pursue these goals throughout my
working life. I have worked since I was 15 in a range of
roles that kids do every day that teach you the
importance of a good boss, award wages and active
unions. Throughout my career as an industrial relations
and discrimination lawyer, a senior adviser to the
Bracks government and a local councillor and mayor, I
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have sought to stand up for people, to give a voice to
those who have been disenfranchised, to push for good
public policy that is guided by fairness of outcome,
courage of conviction and generosity of spirit.
The commitment to these values has brought me here
as the representative for the community from which my
forebears and I were raised. This diverse and rapidly
changing area has many different needs and aspirations.
I will fight to ensure that Brunswick receives the
services it needs to flourish, including in education,
child care, health and transport, and that the many
commitments that were made by Labor are realised in
this term.
I will be working closely with the community to
continue and expand the extraordinary outcomes this
area has already achieved in sustainability and
environmental progress. I will be working closely with
community groups to find solutions to the very real
pressures we face with respect to the livability of inner
urban areas, I will be vigorously pursuing innovative
ways to protect and enhance the vibrant artistic culture
that has developed in the inner north, and I will be
working hard to represent the progressive values of the
Brunswick electorate as a member of Parliament and a
member of a strong opposition within the ALP and in a
future Labor government.
There are many people to whom I owe a great deal of
gratitude and are the reason I am standing here today.
The recently retired member for Brunswick, Carlo
Carli, with passion and skill represented the people of
this area for 17 years. I congratulate him on his work
and his legacy, and on behalf of the community wish
him well in the next phase of his life. I thank him and
Siobhan for the invaluable support they gave me
throughout the Brunswick campaign over the last
18 months. This campaign was hard fought and it was
intense. It taught me many things; perhaps most
importantly it was not to take a single vote for granted
or ever forget how and why I am in this place.
Hundreds of dedicated ALP branch members and
volunteers worked tirelessly to make this campaign a
success. I thank them all and acknowledge, in
particular, the efforts of Dean Rizzetti, Chris Anderson,
Khaled Chakli, David Clement, Bill Kneebone, Danny
Michell, Sarah Broadbent, Sean Nilan, Rima Tawil and
Sonia Ahmad, many of whom are here today. It is this
group of people that now forms the basis of our team in
Brunswick, and I am delighted that so many
outstanding people are working with me in both
volunteer and paid capacities.
To my parliamentary colleagues, and in particular the
inner city members, Richard Wynne, Bronwyn Pike
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and Fiona Richardson: no finer proponents of the Labor
tradition are to be found. To those people I have
worked with and learnt so much from on my political
journey: I acknowledge and thank in particular Steve
and Terry Bracks, John Brumby and Rosemary
McKenzie, Rob Hulls and Carolyn Burnside, John
Thwaites and Melanie Eagle, Sharon McCrohan, Tim
Pallas and Ben Hubbard. I make special mention of
Andrew Giles who has been a very significant support
to me for in excess of a decade, and I thank him.
To the team at Slater and Gordon: what a law firm! I
am very proud of the work that is done there and the
calibre of people who are so committed to fighting for
justice. To my colleagues and comrades in the union
movement, in particular those at the Construction,
Forestry, Mining and Energy Union, the plumbers
union, the Australian Manufacturing Workers Union,
the Liquor, Hospitality and Miscellaneous Workers
Union, the Australian Nursing Federation, the
Australian Services Union, the United Firefighters
Union, the Police Association, the Transport Workers
Union and the Rail, Tram and Bus Union: your work
changes lives and it changes society.
I also acknowledge and thank the many people who I
worked with at the City of Yarra — the councillors,
staff and residents — and note in particular the
exceptional CEO, Andi Diamond. To our extraordinary
group of friends, some of whom are here — Adam and
Nina, Mary and Christian, Nick and Felicity, and
Christine and Matt — I say thanks.
Finally, and most importantly, is my family. To my
father, Graeme: you have been the single biggest
influence on my life, and you are an outstanding
individual. To my dear sister, Catherine — and to your
family, Cameron, Tom and Harry: you are a true
lifetime friend. My beautiful mother, Pam Garrett, who
we lost so cruelly to ovarian cancer in September 2009,
would be so proud today. In so many ways the reason I
have chosen this path is because of what she taught me
and how she lived her life. She walked the walk.
Thanks, Mum. My husband, James, is the perfect
person for me to be journeying this life with. Thank you
for being here. To my daughters, Molly and Sasha: you
are gorgeous, spirited, creative and loving and an
endless source of joy.
We in this house are charged with a great
responsibility: to speak for our communities and to
work towards a prosperous and just Victoria. I commit
that I will discharge this responsibility with all the
energy and capacity available to me. More broadly, I
will be striving to ensure in the work that I do in this
place that more people more often can rest their heads
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at night under safe roofs and say to themselves, ‘The
world saw us today, it heard what we had to say and it
was grateful for the contribution we made’.
Debate adjourned on motion of
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

CONDOLENCES
Natural disasters: Australia
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier):
That this house:
(1) notes the extraordinary series of recent devastating
weather events and natural disasters that have impacted
so heavily upon so many Australians, particularly in
Queensland, in Western Australia and multiple events in
Victoria;
(2) expresses its sympathy to the families and friends of
those whose lives have been lost and to those who have
lost property, income and businesses, in particular in our
farming communities — many of whom still remain
isolated;
(3) notes the huge damage done in Victoria to homes,
community facilities, roads, bridges, infrastructure, town
and rural levees, businesses and particularly to the
agricultural sector;
(4) notes the ready response of the Australian Defence
Force and federal government agencies to the Victorian
government’s requests for emergency assistance;
(5) sincerely thanks all those emergency services personnel
including Victoria Police, volunteers in the State
Emergency Service, Country Fire Authority, Red Cross,
Salvation Army, Rotary, Lions and other community
and service groups, the Victorian Farmers Federation,
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and other industry groups, and the many local
government councillors, officers and council workers
and businesses that have fought so hard to protect
communities and to assist those who have been affected;
(6) commits to do whatever is possible within the capacity
of government to provide relief and recovery services,
and assistance to see these communities rebuilt, with
maximum input from local resources; and
(7) undertakes to ensure the preparation and response to the
Victorian events are appropriately reviewed, and that
affected communities are given the opportunity to make
submissions with a view to mitigating such events in
future.

Mr WELLER (Rodney) — It gives me pleasure to
rise and make a contribution on the condolence motion
on recent natural disasters around Australia. On
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Saturday two and a half weeks ago the floods were
quite dramatic in the Rochester area. At a community
meeting on the Friday, the day before, it was projected
that the floods would be some 400 millimetres higher
than the floods that Rochester suffered in December.
Unfortunately the floods got to some 800 millimetres
higher, which caught a lot of people in Rochester
unaware. We need to be able to get accurate
information. The projection at the community meeting
on Saturday just gone was that the floods would be at
the same level as they were during the November event.
The projection was subsequently rectified, and I am
very pleased that it turned out to be true and was quite
accurate.
Back in the January floods Rochester was very severely
affected. The hospital had to be evacuated, although
water got into only three rooms. The water came in on
the window side of the rooms and made its way to the
passage, so there was very little damage to the hospital.
The unfortunate thing was that services to the town
were cut. It is very difficult to run a hospital if there is
no water and no sewerage. The staff of the hospital,
with the assistance of the army, members of the State
Emergency Service (SES) and other volunteers, did a
wonderful job evacuating all the patients from the
hospital and the nursing home. The Rochester
community is very grateful to the Bendigo hospital, the
Heathcote hospital and the nursing homes in
Castlemaine that took in those people. It was indeed a
major project, and they were successful in achieving it.
Rochester relies on the Murray Goulburn milk factory.
It is the biggest employer in the town, employing some
240 people. Water went through the Rochester factory,
forcing it to close for some weeks. At this stage the
factory has the cheese room going again, but it may be
some time before the milk powder section starts. I must
pay tribute to Murray Goulburn. It has been a good
corporate citizen in that it has said to its employees, ‘If
we can’t actively use you in cleaning up, we are still
going to pay you at the rate at which you have been
paid’. The employees will not miss out on their pay
because of the floods. They are being paid at the full
rate even though the factory has been closed, which I
consider a reasonable thing for Murray Goulburn to do.
It is doing likewise with its farmers — and I must say
that Fonterra and other milk companies are doing
similar things. If any of the farmers cannot have their
milk picked up because of flooding, they will still be
paid. The milk companies have played a vital role in
this. They have understood the stress and strain the
farmers are under and have looked after them.
There are sometimes quality problems with milk. Even
though the milk may have a high bactoscan,
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thermogenic or somatic cell count because of the
floods, the farmers will still be paid as they would be
for premium milk but that milk will be turned into
animal feed or some other product that sells at a lesser
rate. The milk companies have stood by the farmers,
and they have done very well. The milk companies,
particularly Murray Goulburn in Rochester but also
other companies that have been picking up milk supply
from that area, should be commended for their actions.

One of the other disruptions to businesses was that two
hotels in Rochester had water through them. One had
water about a foot deep through it and the other had
water 2 feet deep. That means they need to be ticked off
by the shire health people in Rochester before they can
start working again. One is not yet operating fully. The
people at the hotel are serving beer, but the kitchen has
to undergo a little bit more renovation before the hotel
can get to the stage where it is fully operating.

Some dairy farms in the north of my electorate have
been inundated with water. It is a massive operation.
Some 5000 milking cows have been what we call cow
parked — that is, just the milking cows; young stock
and dry stock have been moved. They have been
delivered to and are being milked at another farm. The
farmers will not be able to get back to some of that land
where the cows have come from for probably two or
three months, and then they will have to sow the
pastures. If you work it out, that will be April/May,
when the feed will not grow because you have to have
warmth to grow grass. It could well be springtime
before those farmers have an income.

One of the things that came out of this is that we need
to have a greater understanding of the role of State
Emergency Service members. I admire very much what
SES members do, but we have to have the community
understand what their role is and what they are
expected to do. A lot of people on farming properties
make a call to the SES and its members do not have the
resources to get there. Fortunately, though, in the
communities we have the likes of football clubs, Lions
clubs, Rotary clubs, Red Cross and all the other bodies
whose members are willing to come forward and lend a
hand in the hour of need. Members of the football
clubs, the Country Fire Authority and the Lions clubs,
particularly in the Cohuna, Mead and Leitchville areas,
have gone out and sandbagged around people’s houses
and helped them defend their houses — and their
dairies, because if the water goes down, it is important
that the dairies are operable so the cows can be milked
again.

Likewise, some mixed farmers there rely on the dairy
industry because they sell hay to the industry. Their hay
has been floating in the paddock. They will not have an
income until November/December, if they can get onto
the land to grow a crop this year.
Also in Rochester the recreation reserve has been under
2 to 3 feet of water. Obviously the grasses on the
recreation reserve have suffered, so work will have to
be done. I have seen firsthand that the chain mesh fence
around the football oval has been destroyed, and that
will have to be replaced. However, as we say,
fortunately there was no life lost in Rochester.
The supermarket was inoperable on the Saturday,
Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, and it reopened on the
Wednesday. The owners of Major’s Supermarket
should be commended along with the rest of the
community who assisted in getting it back in business,
because a community cannot function without food.
For the supermarket to be back in operation by the
Wednesday was wonderful.
All the service stations in Rochester were under water,
so there was no fuel in the town. People running service
stations in places like Lockington, Elmore and Echuca
were very supportive in making sure that the needs of
the local people were met and that there was fuel for
them. The Lockington service station was open on
Saturday and Sunday, which traditionally it does not do
because of lack of need. With the Rochester service
stations closed, that service station opened.

One thing that needs to be considered is Wanalta Creek,
which quite often floods when the water comes down
and runs into the Waranga-Mallee channel. When the
channel reaches a certain level the gates on the
downstream side open again so the water can run into
Wanalta Creek. I will be raising this with the Minister
for Water. When those gates are opened we need to be
able to notify the farmers below the gates so they know
to expect a flood. In times of flood, information is very
important. We have to get the information to the people
in the Wanalta area and even in the farming districts of
Elmore. We need to have the farmers alerted by SMS
so they know a flood is coming and at what level it will
be. The farmers know what to do at different levels and
need to have accurate information early.
One of the great things that has come out of this is
about the football teams of Echuca and Rochester. On
the football field there is a fierce rivalry between
Echuca and Rochester. Members of the Echuca
Football Club have said they will come down to
Rochester when there is an event for the community to
start again. They will man the barbecues, serve the food
and alcohol and help the Rochester community.
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Mr HOWARD (Ballarat East) — I am also pleased
to speak on this condolence motion, recognising the
hardship and difficulty faced by so many people across
this country as a result of the natural disasters that have
occurred. We have followed through the media and
heard from earlier speakers of the effects of flooding,
the cyclones in Queensland and the more recent fires in
Western Australia. People are struggling to deal with
the challenging experiences of seeing their homes and
properties severely damaged. The loss of life has
further added to this tragedy.
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after the September flooding. Creswick Creek was seen
as a key factor in causing this latest flooding. I am
pleased to see that since the January flood work has
commenced to clean out the creek. This meant that the
inundation of properties during the flooding last
weekend was less devastating than it might have been.

I wish to talk about the experiences of some of the
people of my own electorate who have had to deal with
the challenges of flooding on as many as four occasions
over the past six months. The community of Creswick
in particular has caught the attention of many. It was
first affected most significantly in September last year
when an unexpected flood event inundated the town,
flooding many homes, businesses and community
facilities.

I will continue to press for ongoing flood prevention
and mitigation works throughout Creswick. I will
continue to work with the Creswick community, the
Hepburn shire, this government and the federal
government to ensure that we follow up with ongoing
support to rectify the infrastructure that has been
damaged. A particular focus is the Creswick Bowling
Club. It was again devastated over last weekend, as I
indicated in my members statement earlier today. The
club needs significant support to ensure that it has a
future. It has gone through a clean-up twice already and
it now has to clean up once more. The facilities club
members have worked so hard to put together over
many years have been pretty much devastated.

It is only when you enter some of these properties after
a flood that you understand why this is such an
upsetting event, when you smell the mildewy
furnishings and carpet that has to be ripped up and see
the layer of mud through people’s homes and over their
possessions. You also see many possessions cast in all
directions, including fridges that end up upturned in
different rooms of the house. That is when you realise
the force of the flooding through these houses and what
it has done to people’s homes, the bastions of their
security.

Although I have just spoken about Creswick I know
that there were people in other parts of my electorate
who were impacted on by floods and storms over recent
times. I want to ensure that they, along with all
Victorians, receive ongoing support to meet their needs.
By this I do not just mean support in re-establishing
homes, businesses, farms, properties and facilities but
that they also receive ongoing emotional support. This
must be the focus of ongoing action within my
electorate and across the state as well as across the
country.

However, it has been encouraging to see that so many
community members, businesses and other
organisations have offered assistance. At the time we
saw the great work of the State Emergency Service, the
Country Fire Authority, the police and other service
providers as well as community members immediately
hopping in to offer support. After the floods we saw
food, accommodation, clean-up assistance and money
provided to try to support those who were most affected
by the floods. For the people of Creswick to then have
another flood in January only added further despair and
frustration — recently re-laid carpets and recently
repaired plaster were all damaged again, forcing people
to start the flood restoration work once more.

Events such as this one can be very destructive, but
they can also bring out the best in our community. I
hope that the positive, supportive efforts of so many
community members continues for those affected by
the floods and that we continue to work together on
general community activities. I wish to pass on my
condolences and commend the motion to the house.

Fortunately, the experiences of the floods in September
and the better warning given for this latest flood meant
that its effects were less devastating in general.
However, those affected by it still felt despair and
frustration. This sense of frustration has only been
added to since then. People were frustrated that
authorities failed to start cleaning up Creswick Creek

Debate adjourned on motion of Mr McINTOSH
(Minister for Corrections).
Debate adjourned until later this day.
Sitting suspended 6.30 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
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Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
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Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — It is an honour and a
privilege to stand here today in this house and deliver
my address-in-reply. I would like to start by
congratulating the Speaker and Deputy Speaker for
their roles in this 57th Parliament of Victoria. As I have
worked closely with both of them over the last
15 months, I am pleased to support them in their roles
in this term of government.
I congratulate the Premier and Deputy Premier for their
commitment to working as a coalition to return good
governance to the state of Victoria. Congratulations to
all members of the house who are either new or
returned members who represent their local electorates.
I believe no matter where you sit in this house, you
enter with an ideal — that is, to make your community
better, safer and fairer for all. It is with humility I am
able to stand here and address this house of Parliament.
I am humbled by the communities of Gembrook who
put their faith in me to represent them as they had to
make a decision about their future and the future of
Victoria.
I hear much talk of the previous member, Ms Lobato,
and I would like to thank her for her commitment to the
residents and to serving them for the past eight years. I
understand the pressures associated with entering
public life are not just placed on me, but also on my
family, and I would like to thank my wife, Jo, and
daughters, Mikaela and Chloe, for their support and
patience during the campaign. Without family support
the road travelled and the one ahead would be virtually
impossible.
I would like to thank some very important people who
helped shape me and my values growing up. I thank my
parents, Joan and Phillip Battin, for all they have done
for me in the past 35 years, my brother Michael Battin,
who is desperate for a state election in New South
Wales, and my sister Linda Battin, who never stops
supporting her little bro. I would like to extend a
thankyou to all my other family and in-laws, with a
special mention to my mother-in-law, Carol Webster,
who has treated me as her own.
I thank the Liberal Party and its thousands of volunteers
for their support and trust in me to represent their party
and our values in the 57th Parliament. I thank the
Gembrook electorate committee for the outstanding
leadership shown in the past three years, the many
people involved in the branches around the electorate
and every volunteer who assisted on the day for all the
support during the lengthy campaign. A campaign can
only succeed with stable leaders who work together.
The leaders across the Gembrook electorate all stood up
when required, and I thank them all.
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During every campaign you have a person you can call
on for advice, guidance or assistance. I was lucky to
have a past member of the Victorian Parliament and a
man respected by his peers and the community he
represented. I would like to thank Neil Lucas for his
commitment and trust in me since I was preselected. I
would like to express my appreciation of two people in
the other house who have helped with advice, and I
guarantee to call on that again in the future — that is,
Mr Gordon Rich-Phillips, a member for South Eastern
Metropolitan Region, and Mr Edward O’Donohue, a
member for Eastern Victoria Region.
The small town of Gembrook was named by an early
European settler, Albert Le Souef, who was a member
of a syndicate who applied to prospect for gemstones in
a creek he had called Gem Brook. Many early settlers
found gems such as emeralds, garnets and sapphires in
the area, and as the first settler Le Souef named his
property Gembrook Park. The small town grew over
time with the first headmaster of Melbourne Grammar
School, Mr John Bromby, settling in the late 1800s. In
1900 the growth continued with the arrival of the now
famous Puffing Billy. This history can be researched at
the Emerald Museum, with many artefacts that reveal
the history of the Dandenong Ranges.
The Gembrook electorate today is 2053 square
kilometres and ranges from the growth areas of
Berwick, Beaconsfield, Officer, Lakeside and
Pakenham through to the picturesque hills of Emerald,
Cockatoo, Nangana and Gembrook. If you continue
your drive north via the timber towns of Launching
Place, Yarra Junction and Powelltown, you reach the
towns at the top of the Yarra River, being Warburton
and East Warburton. If you drive a few extra minutes
from there I am sure you will be made welcome at the
most northern place to eat in the Gembrook
electorate — that is, the Reefton Hotel.
Starting out in the little town of Harkaway, my
upbringing was assisted by the entire community — a
community that assisted in the development of every
child. It was here that the many neighbours helped
shape my life and instilled in me the value of strong
community bonds. The community extended beyond
our street. Community involves schools, volunteer
groups, local sports clubs and much more. I was lucky
to have role models in my life from my hometown,
with teachers like Peter Slate at Berwick Secondary
College and Stuart Daly at Harkaway Primary School.
There were many more I cannot list.
During the coming term of government I would like to
meet all the community groups in the Gembrook
electorate, as they play a vital role in the future of
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Victoria. Some of these groups focus on young people
just trying to get a start. We are lucky to have many
sports clubs throughout the electorate which are all
working with their communities to provide a
much-needed service. Gembrook is lucky to have
groups like the Gembrook craft centre, Ben’s Shed,
Hills Men’s Shed, and the Upper Yarra Museum, which
all assist with community strengthening via their social
programs.
The most important part of our community, though, is
our own family. Again I encourage more families to
become involved in their local sport or community
groups. Working next to your mum or dad or sharing an
achievement with your brother or sister can be much
more rewarding than doing it alone.
The Gembrook electorate has vibrant and successful
small businesses, with many relying on the tourism
trade. As the member for Gembrook I plan to meet the
people who run these businesses and listen to their
views on how to improve tourism to the area. With the
stunning views of the Yarra River, top-rated bed and
breakfasts and award-winning wineries, we need to
promote the region in Victoria and beyond. As a small
business owner of a Bakers Delight store for three
years, I understand the effects of governing and the
impact of cost increases on these small to medium
businesses. The impact of decisions in government is
felt at all levels of business and throughout the
community.
The Liberal philosophy is and always has been about
reducing the taxation burden — reducing tax on
families, on singles, on those on a fixed income and on
businesses. I am a proud member of the Liberal Party
and the party’s values. I believe if you work hard, you
should be rewarded. I believe in lean governments that
interfere less with our lives and businesses. I believe in
rewarding those who try rather than trying to put in
limits and preventing attempts. Government should not
compete with the private sector where possible. Most
importantly, I believe in equal opportunity for all in all
areas of our lives.
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for students with special needs. It was my experience at
this school and the commitment of its teaching and
volunteer staff that opened my mind to the need for
education for everybody. I am proud that the Baillieu
government will deliver a much-needed special school
for the growth corridor. In this commitment we will
purchase enough land for every child to have access to
state-of-the-art facilities. This, along with the new
secondary college in Officer, is the infrastructure that is
long overdue in the Gembrook electorate.
Working with young people and their families from
Dandenong to Pakenham and assisting with the Visy
Cares youth centre, I have seen the effects of alcohol,
drugs, financial stress and mental illness. As our
community in Gembrook grows we face many of these
challenges. It is important that we look to the future and
ensure that we are prepared, never forgetting that
today’s youth are tomorrow’s future and that if we fail
this generation in its access to education, we do not live
up to the core ingredient of future success.
I was proud to be a member of Victoria Police, a
position I still say is the greatest job on earth. I commit
to supporting the men and women who protect our
community. I have seen and felt the pressures they feel
every day to ensure we can catch public transport or
walk down the street without fear.
In 2007, the member for Hawthorn, who was then the
opposition leader and is now the Premier, referred in a
media release to the rise in the number of assaults on
our streets and called on the government to take action.
He called for more police, more security for public
transport, more rigorous enforcement, a zero tolerance
approach to identification and prosecution of offenders,
sentencing to reflect community views and greater
support for victims of crime.

I attended Berwick Secondary College. As a former
state school student I understand the need for a strong
education system that is available to all. With the
growth in the Gembrook electorate, we need to prepare
and ensure that all children have access to the best
quality education.

The hard work has been done by the coalition. The
decision to make Victoria safe again has been made by
our Premier, Deputy Premier and other members of the
Liberal-Nationals coalition. In the coming four years
we will see changes to make people in Victorian
communities feel safe again when travelling on public
transport, with 940 protective services officers to man
our metropolitan train stations from 6.00 p.m. until the
last train seven nights a week. Our communities will
feel safer seeing more front-line police than ever before.
As a former member of Victoria Police I know
resources are stretched and it needs assistance.

I worked with Victoria Police. In that role I had the
pleasure of committing two years to working with local
schools. I focused 12 months of my time, one day of
the week, at Emerson School in Dandenong, a school

Crime has been an issue in the Gembrook electorate.
With a massive increase in population we need to
increase police services. In this term of government we
will deliver a 24-hour police presence in the Emerald
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community. This increase will mean proactive patrols
through the hills that will relieve pressure on police
from the neighbouring Pakenham police station, who
currently patrol from Lang Lang to Avonsleigh on night
shift.
There are many excuses for the rise in street crime.
However, we need to get to the core if we are to see a
reduction in these incidents. Zero tolerance, increased
penalties, consistency in sentencing and the removal of
suspended sentences are only part of the approach. We
need to improve education, work with community
groups to prevent crime and ensure a proactive police
program is used across the state.
I had the privilege of working with leading teacher
Chris Collins; David Finnerty, principal of Hampton
Park Secondary College; Inspector Ian Gillespie; Senior
Sergeant Shane Smith; and David Glazebrook, who is
the former CEO of Visy Cares. We worked with
Leading Senior Constable Matthew Mudie and leading
teacher Phil Wood in setting up Operation Newstart
South East. It is an intervention program for young
people identified at significant educational risk.
Programs like this are mostly self-funded, and we have
an opportunity to listen to those involved to learn how
the education department and Victoria Police can work
in cooperation to give young people the tools to reach
their full potential.
The environment is important in the Gembrook
electorate, as it is across Victoria. During the recent
election campaign members of many community
groups spoke about activities to protect local rivers,
wildlife and fauna. We need to protect our
environment, and I look forward to working with the
many community groups to establish a sustainable
future.
Members of the coalition will work as one to ensure all
areas of Victoria are represented. Our country
communities have been neglected for far too long. As
the providers of food to our tables we need to ensure
the long-term viability of farmers. I strongly support the
Cardinia Shire Council in its aims to create and
maintain the Bunyip food belt and the need for a
recycled water feasibility study to ensure long-term and
sustainable water access for farmers to continue to farm
for our food supply. Many farmers have been impacted
upon in the past weeks, months and years by floods,
fire and drought. The Victorian community has stood
up to these challenges due to the support from local
volunteer groups and emergency services. I would like
to thank all those who have assisted during these
difficult times.
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We have a plan for the future: a public transport
network that is safe and reliable and health and
education services that are world class, and with the
predicted growth in Victoria, in particular in
Melbourne, Gembrook needs good leadership and a
strong voice to ensure that these services are delivered.
Victoria voted for a change. It is time to see a return to
a democratic consultative process that enables all
Victorians an opportunity to have a say. I look forward
to working with my colleagues, both re-elected and
newly elected. It is a privilege to serve our state, and it
is one I will take seriously. I will stand by my true
values and ensure that I remain true to myself. I commit
to listening to the various views of the entire
community. Again I thank the Gembrook voters for
placing their trust in me. I also thank the Liberal Party
and its volunteers, who placed their confidence in me to
deliver. I hope and trust that in four years time, as we
come to another election, I will have maintained that
commitment to work for all Victorians.
Ms HUTCHINS (Keilor) — I would like to
acknowledge the traditional owners of the land both
here and in the electorate of Keilor, which I represent.
It gives me great pleasure to make my first speech in
the Assembly today. I take this opportunity to
congratulate you, Speaker, on your elevation to office,
and the Premier and ministers who have been sworn in.
I would also like to take the opportunity to congratulate
the Leader of the Labor Party, the member for
Mulgrave. I would like to dedicate some words to him:
… tomorrow belongs to the people who prepare for it today.

That was said by Malcolm X. I think the Leader of the
Opposition is already prepared for tomorrow.
Today I want to focus my speech on Victoria’s best
asset — that is, its people. As we have seen during the
Black Saturday fires and the recent Victorian floods, it
is the human spirit that carries us through times of
hardship. Over the years in my career as a union
organiser I have met people going through real struggle
and hardship as individuals and communities. If there is
one word that keeps coming back to me in all my
experiences, it is the word ‘tough’. We are tough people
in Victoria. As Victorians we are united beyond our
differences and individual pursuits. We pause to speak
and listen to one another, to build fair and inclusive
communities and to restore broken ones.
I have to admit that over the years I have lived in
Queensland and New South Wales. I have travelled
extensively overseas, but in no other place have I found
the greatness in the people that I have seen in Victoria.
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My journey to represent the electors of Keilor has been
a long one. Like all members in this place today, my
values and beliefs for the future are shaped as a product
of my background and experiences. I am truly blessed
to have the family that I have, and I am proud to say
that I believe I am a combination of the history, energy
and passion of the family members who have passed
and those who surround me today, particularly those
who are in the gallery.
We have heard of many great-great-grandmothers and
great-great-grandfathers in speeches today, but my
great-great grandfather, Hughie Sykes, died only a few
years before I was born. He was the eldest working
wharfie ever on the Melbourne waterfront. He was
among the first members of the Waterside Workers
Federation. For the last 20 years of his working life he
shovelled gypsum by hand onto ships. At the age of 86
he had an accident on his way to work. He fell off a
ferry into the Yarra River and subsequently died of
pneumonia. Despite all the hard work he had done on
the waterfront, it was actually the Yarra that killed him.
It made the front page of the Herald because he was a
bit of a living legend in the community of Port
Melbourne. He was a father of 15 and a grandfather of
60, and I could not even tell you how many
great-grandchildren he had. His son George and his
grandson George worked alongside him for the last
20 years of his working life. The stories those men told
were absolutely amazing. My grandfather, his father
and his father’s father all fought for better working
conditions: for health and safety, for superannuation —
or in those days it was pension funds — and for a
decent day’s pay for a hard day’s work.
It would not surprise anyone in the chamber to know
that I chose the union movement to pursue my first
career as a union delegate, a union organiser and later
as the first woman elected to the position of assistant
secretary of the Victorian Trades Hall Council. During
the Kennett years we faced some tough struggles, but
we faced them together, and as a united union
movement we succeeded.
I have to say it was not just the men in the family who
had a major influence on me. There were two women in
my life who captured my passion for politics: my two
grandmothers. Joan Sykes always knew at any given
time the amount of revenue the state government was
raising, where it was spending it, where it was not
spending it and how it should be spending it. She was
so outraged at the introduction of the GST by John
Howard that she kept every single bill and every single
receipt in a logbook for seven years. She planned on
sending a bill for the GST she had paid to John
Howard. Unfortunately she passed away before she
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could send the logbook. My other grandmother, Patricia
Cunningham, taught me about compassion, about
caring for others who are less fortunate than you are
and about how to laugh and enjoy life. One thing that
sticks in my mind is that Nanna would always say, ‘I
can add another cup of water to the soup to make it go
even further for those who need it’. I have chosen to tell
these stories about my family because I believe they
demonstrate the true asset of Victoria — that is, our
people. There are probably many people in our history
and currently who are just like those I have described.
I was born to Graham and Dianne Sykes, my parents,
who had me at the tender age of 18. After living in
high-rise public housing in South Melbourne my
parents decided to move out of commission housing
and into the western suburbs to try to get a better start
and a better life for their children. Like many families
in the Keilor electorate, my parents made sacrifices to
give their children a chance for a better life, and I
sincerely thank them for that. I hope my achievements
and those of my brothers, Glenn and Brent, have made
their efforts worth while. Without their support and
love and without the support and love of my immediate
family — my husband, Steve, and our children, Xavier,
Georgia, Madeleine, Julia, Michael and Lauren — I
would not be standing here today.
I seek the house’s indulgence for a second and wish
Lauren a very happy birthday: it is her birthday today. I
would like to pay a special tribute to my son Xavier,
who is in the chamber. He is six. He has two parents in
politics, and I think for any kid that is hard, but not for
too long — my husband is retiring shortly.
To my mum, Dianne Bell, and my stepfather, Mark,
thank you for being there for me. To my brother Glenn,
who has kept me sane and who has shared the
hardships of running a small business, thank you for
your support. To Jenelle, Gus and Tara, I love you. To
Brent, Sunah, Dad, Yuni, Linda and Paul Robinson,
Carol and Craig Whitford, Barbara Sykes, Pat Purcell,
Paula and Brian Henry, thank you all. I pay tribute to
my great-grandparents, George and Elsie Sykes, and
my grandparents, George and Joan Sykes and Pat and
Jack Cunningham.
Whilst Labor values run strong in our blood, I was
fortunate to have the introduction to the Labor Party by
a member of the federal Parliament — that is, Alan
Griffiths. Alan was a member of the House of
Representatives for Maribyrnong, and he took the time
out of his heady ministerial schedule to take a young
15-year-old girl on a road trip, along with his daughters,
to Canberra and Sydney, where I met the likes of Paul
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Lyneham and Leo McCleay, who shaped my future
interest in the party.
There are Labor Party friends and supporters all over
the place, but there are a few that stand out for me —
obviously Senator Steve Hutchins, Bill Shorten, Cesar
Melhem and Judy Maddigan. My husband, Steve
Hutchins, has an exterior of steel and a heart of gold.
He is a great tactician and the toughest person I know.
Whilst he has fought and won many battles in the
federal government and in the New South Wales Labor
Party, it has been a private battle with cancer that has
truly demonstrated his real strength and determination. I
am proud to be your wife, Steve, and I look forward to
your being by my side on this journey.
I would like to say a special thanks to my friend and
mentor Bill Shorten, the federal member for
Maribyrnong, and thank him for his rich knowledge of
Parliament and life, which he has instilled in me. I
thank Cesar Melhem, the secretary of the great
Victorian branch of the Australian Workers Union, who
is one of the most amazing and passionate men I have
met in the union movement. I would also like to pay
tribute to Judy Maddigan, the previous Speaker of this
house, for her passion for her local community,
professionalism and extensive knowledge of
Parliament, which she is desperately trying to instil in
me, and I thank her for that. I would also like to take the
opportunity to pay tribute to my predecessor in the
Keilor electorate, George Seitz, who was a member for
27 years. During my campaign I was astounded by the
number of individuals who recalled times where
George had touched their lives and appreciated his
concern for them.
I want to put on the record how proud I am of Labor’s
achievements under the Bracks and Brumby
governments and their investments in the western
suburbs, particularly the Western Ring Road upgrade,
the Kings Road interchange, a $108 million investment
in Sunshine Hospital and the establishment of a greatly
needed cancer treatment facility in the west. One of the
biggest achievements that has been undersold in my
electorate, which was implemented under the Brumby
and Bracks governments, was the introduction of first
home loans. In the time that we were in government
13 000 grants were given to residents in the Keilor area.
There are a number of issues regarding electorate
infrastructure problems that we are facing in Keilor.
Since the 2006 election we have grown by 7000 voters
on the Victorian Electoral Commission’s roll. It makes
for a huge and fast-growing electorate. There are many
infrastructure problems that come with that, including
roads and hospitals and the need for additional police.

91

But there are bigger social problems that people do not
always tell you about face to face. Those social
problems are something that I challenge the current
government to take note of — that is, the issues relating
to drug and alcohol addiction, gambling addiction,
depression, mental illness and family violence. These
are the issues that destroy families, that give children no
hope and that end people’s lives through suicide.
Unfortunately over the last few years I have attended
four funerals of young Victorians under the age of 35
living in the west who have committed suicide. All of
them — three men and a woman — had problems with
either drugs or depression, and one had problems with
family violence. That is four lives too many to be lost.
There was a very black day last year on 2 June that did
not make it into the papers as much as it should have,
because I am not sure anyone pieced together the
incidents that occurred on that day. On 2 June last year
a young woman was bashed, stabbed and set on fire by
her mentally deranged partner in a service station in
Bayswater North. On the same day a young girl in
Caroline Springs, aged 16, was followed home from
school and raped in her house, and the house was set on
fire. On exactly the same day, in the afternoon, a
woman jumped to her death off the Bulla Road exit
onto the Tullamarine Freeway after having a fight with
her partner. Three incidents on one day is certainly too
many. There are a lot of issues relating to problems
around mental health and addictions that we can no
longer ignore. Nine out of 10 phone calls received by
the Keilor Downs police station in my electorate every
weekend are related to family violence. We have to do
something about it, and it is something I intend to take
up in my time in Parliament. I will continue to work to
make our outer suburbs the best place to live, work and
raise a family, and I will take on the hard issues.
I would like to thank my campaign team: David Cragg,
Dianne, Mark, Jackie, Peter, Don, Despina, Virginia,
Chris, Stuart, James, Ian, Sanjay and, last but not least,
Elvira. The words ‘thank you’ are not enough; I hope to
make you proud.
To the people of Keilor: thank you for electing me as
your representative. I assure you that I will represent
your hopes, concerns and interests with dedication and
passion. I assure you of my commitment to making
sure that the people of Melbourne’s west have every
opportunity they can.
Finally, I thank the house for this opportunity to give
my speech. I acquired a nickname over the summer
from some of my constituents who drink at the Taylors
Lakes hotel as the Sheila from Keilor. As the Sheila
from Keilor my great hope for the 57th Parliament is
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that we can discuss the great issues of our day with
conviction and passion. I am a product of my past, but I
have high hopes for the future. I hope my actions will
speak louder than words in the years to come.
Mrs BAUER (Carrum) — I rise to speak in
response to the Governor’s address to the
57th Parliament, to which I have had the honour of
being elected. In doing so, Speaker, I take the
opportunity to congratulate you on being elected to
your new office. I also congratulate all of those who sit
now in this place either as a re-elected member of
Parliament or, like myself, as a new member.
It is with an enormous sense of honour and humility
that I rise to address this Parliament in my new role as
the member for Carrum. I thank the people of Carrum
for allowing me the opportunity to represent them and
the area I have called my home for the last 20 years. I
am delighted to have the privilege of being the first
female Liberal member elected to serve the beautiful
and diverse bayside electorate of Carrum. The district
of Carrum covers 32 square kilometres and includes the
suburbs of Aspendale, Aspendale Gardens, Edithvale,
Chelsea, Chelsea Heights, Bonbeach, Carrum and
Patterson Lakes, as well as parts of Seaford. It is bound
by Mordialloc Creek to the north, Overton Road to the
south, Frankston-Dandenong Road and Mornington
Peninsula Freeway to the east and a magnificent stretch
of foreshore to the west. Anyone visiting the area
30 years ago would have observed small beachside
towns surrounded by paddocks and marshland. Since
then, however, the district has grown into a thriving
community, with over 57 000 residents spanning the
spectrum of ages, backgrounds and socioeconomic
circumstances.
Central to the Carrum lifestyle is the access to a
multitude of water-based activities. We are fortunate to
have some of Melbourne’s best beaches and waterways
at our doorstep, with a number of lifesaving, yachting,
sailing, motorboat and rowing clubs along the length of
our coastline. The Patterson River Launchingway is
Victoria’s busiest boat launching facility, with over
52 000 boat launches a year, providing Melburnians
with access to the bay for fishing and recreation. On
any given weekend people can be observed fishing at
the mouth of the Patterson River, Mordialloc Creek or
Kananook Creek, hoping for their own catch of the day.
This water-based lifestyle is complemented by the
number of parks and sporting clubs that offer myriad
opportunities to engage with our physical environment
as well as with our community organisations.
The long beach trail provides a scenic avenue from
Mordialloc all the way down to Carrum and affords
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cyclists, walkers and nature lovers the opportunity to
experience the magnificent Edithvale-Seaford wetlands,
which are home to native and migratory birds
throughout the year and listed on the Ramsar-protected
register of the national estate. Beautiful as it is,
however, the area does have its problems. The
Frankston train line, which runs along the length of the
electorate, is regularly rated as one of the most
unreliable and unsafe on our system. I look forward to
greeting the first protective services officers placed at
one of our stations as a result of the coalition
government’s commitment to making our community
safe again.
The Aspendale Gardens Residents Association has long
advocated for the completion of the Kingston leg of the
Dingley bypass and for the construction of the
Mornington Peninsula Freeway extension. Aspendale
Gardens residents, along with members of the wider
Carrum electorate, experience on a day-to-day basis the
ever-worsening traffic congestion along the Wells Road
corridor and Nepean Highway. I am proud to stand here
as part of a government that has committed to not only
starting construction of the Kingston leg of the Dingley
bypass but also to investigating the feasibility of
extending the Mornington Peninsula Freeway.
Our active and passionate boating and fishing
communities lament the neglect of our local
environmental assets, and in particular the Mordialloc
Creek, Kananook Creek and the Patterson Lakes Quiet
Lakes, and the effects that this has had on their
lifestyles. If there is one name that represents what
Mordialloc Creek means to the people of Carrum, it is
the Pompei name. For generations now members of the
Pompei family have plied their trade, building and
repairing boats beside the Mordialloc Creek. For many
years they, along with residents and visitors alike, have
lobbied for the creek to be dredged and restored so that
it can once again be used and enjoyed as it had been in
its glory days. The 2010 coalition election commitment
of $6 million for the dredging of this local icon and a
further commitment to the dredging of the Kananook
Creek will enable the focus of stakeholders to shift to
building on the opportunities that these assets present. I
know that the Mordialloc Creek community, the
Kananook Creek Association and all the local residents
are excited by this prospect.
The Carrum electorate is a sought-after bayside area,
with a growing number of families and children making
it their home. As many children in my district reach
secondary school age they are forced to look outside
their local suburbs for education options. As the
daughter of an educational author and a retired
principal, and the mother of four boys, I am passionate
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about the importance of education and know that,
irrespective of circumstance or ability, all children
deserve the opportunity to fulfil their potential. Whether
it was committing more funding for our underfunded
special schools or exploring the possibility of
establishing an information and communications
technology academy in the south-east, this government
recognises that parents place a high price on a quality
education for their children and stands committed to
providing just that.
Unfortunately, as the recent floods have demonstrated,
investment in infrastructure has not kept pace with
development and population growth, not just in Carrum
but across Victoria. This will inevitably mean that
repairs and reconstruction in flood-damaged areas will
take precedence over other projects. However, I am
confident that this government will deliver on its
election promises.
I intend to work closely with our Premier and all my
coalition colleagues to deliver, to fix the problems we
clearly identified during the election campaign, to build
a no-spin future and to support the Premier in the
leadership he has demonstrated during the recent flood
crises.
I must admit that growing up as a child in Cranbourne
South with my parents, Terry and Catherine, the
thought of one day representing my local community in
the Victorian Parliament did not cross my mind, even
though my mother would proudly mention that my
great-great-uncle, Horace Keyworth Nock, known
throughout Australia as the farmers watchdog, served
as a federal minister in the Menzies government from
1931 to 1940. Perhaps she saw something in me that I
did not at the time. Terry’s and Catherine’s forefathers
made notable contributions to our great state and the
commonwealth as a whole.
My great-great-grandparents came from Ireland,
Scotland, England and Germany in the
mid-19th century. Several of them worked on the
goldfields of Victoria and Western Australia before
settling as sheep farmers on the Canterbury plains of
New Zealand. My grandfather, Douglas, was awarded
an Order of the British Empire for his role in the
protection of Australian and New Zealand shores
during World War II.
As a young child, after being inspired by a family
backpacking trip and a visit to French perfumeries, I
would make my own perfumes and sell them at the Red
Hill community market. I would also breed rabbits and
sell them at Easter time, along with breeding homing
pigeons. Little did I know that the timeless values I was
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learning as a 10-year-old growing up in what was then
considered country Cranbourne or indeed that the
lasting liberal values I was learning would inspire me to
seek election to this place.
I learnt the value of responsibility and entrepreneurship,
the worth of hard work, the enrichment of our
community and society through free enterprise, the
importance of small business and access to markets and
the potential these provide to increase our standard of
living and create a more prosperous society. This is
clearly where our future lies, which is particularly
relevant to one particular group of people, and that is
the young constituents of my electorate.
Our young people deserve to have their basic needs
met, to feel safe and to feel secure, to have a sense of
belonging and to grow self-esteem and confidence to
make a lasting contribution to our community and
society. That is why the coalition’s commitment on
protective services officers is so important — because it
will mean transport is safer for the entire community
and in particular for our youth, who rely on it the most
to get around.
Our commitment to improving our waterways, the focal
point of a range of water activities, means that the
young will be able to enjoy a natural urban adventure
often not available to children and young people
growing up in the city.
Our commitment to education will ensure that the
young of the Carrum area get the best opportunity
possible to be prepared for tomorrow’s world and
tomorrow’s jobs. This is what parents want for their
children and this is what our community focus must be,
for it is these young people who will be our
decision-makers and leaders of the future.
Learning to cope with adversity is part of our nation’s
character. This continues as the recent floods that swept
across our state have left a swathe of damage and
destruction in their wake. Close to 100 Victorian
communities continue to face their direct impact,
continuing the clean-up and recovery process. My
thoughts are with the over 7500 Victorians who have
been affected, along with our friends, families and
communities affected by the floods — including my
family in Benjeroop and Murrabit West — and those
affected by Cyclone Yasi in Queensland and now the
bushfires that we are experiencing in Western
Australia.
I recently had the honour of visiting Cohuna in northern
Victoria, the childhood home of my grandmother
Joyce, with coalition colleagues and the Red Cross to
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volunteer for the flood relief and recovery effort. When
visiting the flood zones I was struck by the way in
which people, strangers in most circumstances, have
come together to help out their fellow Victorians. As
Australians, it is something we are proud of and known
for throughout the world. If a neighbour is experiencing
hardship, the values of mateship, camaraderie and
egalitarianism mean we pitch in and help in their time
of need. They run through our culture and are evident
throughout history, from the Anzacs at Gallipoli to the
people helping with the floods of today.
We are a country of immigrants, of some
270 nationalities, and a melting pot of religions. We are
a country of descendants of convicts, refugees and
those who have come to our shores of their own free
will, all with the right to practise their beliefs and their
customs without being accused of being disrespectful to
others or being persecuted for doing so. This means that
our children can say ‘Merry Christmas’ instead of the
politically correct ‘Happy Holidays’ without raising
concerns, even among those who do not celebrate
Christmas. But we are also invited to share in the
religious celebrations of our diverse communities.
It is this mateship and Australia’s egalitarianism, the
belief of Australians in equality of opportunity and
respect for diversity while at the same time protecting
those values which have made Australia the successful
nation it is, that bring immigrants from far afield to our
land and in doing so cultivate a diverse, strong
Australia proud of those values.
I conclude by acknowledging those who have come
before me and thanking those who have played a role in
my journey to this place. I would like to acknowledge
my immediate predecessor, Jenny Lindell, who was the
MLA for Carrum between 1999 and 2010. I would also
like to acknowledge my Liberal forebear, David Lean,
who served as the member for Carrum from 1996 to
1999, and the support he and his family offered me
throughout my campaign.
I wish to thank my community for the belief, faith and
trust they have placed in me by electing me. I intend to
work hard to repay that faith by doing what I was
elected to do: making a difference, delivering on our
commitments and building a bright and prosperous
future for the Carrum electorate.
I am grateful to the Victorian Liberal Party for
preselecting me as its candidate for Carrum. I thank my
parliamentary Liberal colleagues and extend a sincere
thankyou to Inga Peulich, a member for South Eastern
Metropolitan Region in another place. I thank my
campaign director, campaign manager and electorate
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executive as well as my strategy and campaign
committee and all the party members and community
volunteers who assisted me in my election. All have a
share in this result and in the exciting opportunity to
make a real difference in Carrum.
To my past teachers and classmates from Cranbourne
South and Skye primary schools, the then Cranbourne
High School, St Margaret’s School, Berwick, and
RMIT University, to my employers and colleagues at
Interchange, OzChild, Patterson Lakes Primary School,
the City of Greater Dandenong and the City of
Kingston, and to the friends I have gained over the
years, my sincere gratitude for your wisdom.
Finally, I thank my family for their unconditional love
and support, and I again thank my parents, Terry and
Catherine, my sister, Narelle, her husband, Bede, and
their children, Tom, Michael and Matthew. I also say
thank you to my parents-in-law, Junko and George,
proud Australians of immigrant origin, and a heartfelt
thanks to my own family — my husband, Richard, for
his never-ending support, and our four gorgeous sons,
Terrence, Christopher, Douglas and Jefferson.
All those who sit in this great house can attest to the
pressures our chosen occupation places on our home
lives, and I am eternally mindful of and grateful for the
support my community and family continue to offer
me. It was Sir Winston Churchill who is reputed to
have said, ‘You make a living by what you get; you
make a life by what you give’. I stand ready to give my
all for the people of Carrum, and I look to my work
with the community to achieve a better future for our
community.
Ms KNIGHT (Ballarat West) — Thank you,
Speaker, and I congratulate you on your appointment. I
also congratulate the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition.
As this is the first time I rise in this house I would like
to begin by acknowledging the traditional owners of the
land on which we stand today, the Kulin nation, and by
paying my respects to their elders, past and present.
It is an incredible honour and privilege to be standing
here today in this place as a representative for Ballarat
West, and I would also like to take this opportunity to
acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that I
represent, the Wathaurong people, and pay my respects
to their elders, past and present.
I follow the previous member for Ballarat West, Karen
Overington — and hers is a hard act to follow. Those of
you who worked alongside Karen in this place, and
those who were represented by her in Ballarat, will
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know Karen as a grassroots activist who spent most of
her life caring for and about her community. Karen
worked especially hard for those in the community who
were most disadvantaged, and I am sure all of you will
join with me in thanking Karen for her hard work and
dedication.
Ballarat West is an urbanised rural electorate covering
135 square kilometres and contains Victoria’s largest
inland city. It covers the suburbs of Alfredton, the
northern and western sections of Ballarat, Delacombe,
Nerrina, Sebastopol and Wendouree. It is a fantastic
community and a great place to live, work and raise a
family.
I witnessed this great community spirit firsthand when I
attended a recent public meeting in Delacombe in
relation to the floods. Although there were people at the
meeting who had sustained severe damage to their
homes as well as a loss of personal belongings, they
were most concerned that the drainage problems be
fixed in a way that did not negatively impact on their
neighbours. They were also committed to working as a
community to support each other.
There is no doubt that Ballarat has excellent political
credentials. On Saturday, 11 November 1854, on the
site of Bakery Hill, the following principle was adopted
by the Ballarat Reform League: that it is the inalienable
right of every citizen to have a voice in making laws he
is called upon to obey and that taxation without
representation is tyranny. This demand for
democracy — the right of every citizen to
representation — is now cemented in Ballarat’s history
through the Eureka rebellion. It is a history of which
Ballarat is justly proud. It is that principle, the right of
every citizen to representation, that I will strive to
uphold, and it is that principle that leads my thoughts as
to what I am doing here and how I came to follow this
pathway.
The members of the Ballarat Reform League knew how
important political representation was to the day-to-day
lives of those on the goldfields. They knew that
political decisions had a direct impact on the quality of
life experienced by ordinary citizens. This is no less so
today in 2011 than it was in 1854. I believe as a
community and as a government we have a duty to
support those who are most vulnerable and that our
policies do impact on how people live and how people
move through their day-to-day lives. As my feminist
sisters have stated, the personal is the political, and like,
I suspect, most people in this room, my politics is
deeply embedded in what is personal to me.
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I am the proud mother of three children: Lucy, who is
18 and is on her gap year after completing the Victorian
certificate of education at Ballarat High School; Will,
who is almost 20 and is a second-year university
student; and Tom, who is 21 and lives in supported
accommodation. My belief that politics does impact on
the quality of life of the most vulnerable is a lived
experience for myself as a carer and for Tom. Tom has
autism and an intellectual disability. He has no speech,
and we communicate with each other by using gestures
and photos. I remember struggling against the system
when he was a child, being told he was the most
dangerous client in the region by a service professional
and being told that his future was pretty grim. I
remember being told that respite was no longer an
option for him due to his behaviour and that his
relationship with a specialist school had broken down
to a point of no return. I remember the feelings of
disempowerment — not just mine but also the
disempowerment of those service providers who were
stuck in a model that did not accommodate children like
Tom. I remember thinking that if this was happening to
Tom when he was just 9 years old, what was going
happen when he was 19?
Then in 2000 something shifted. Labor had won the
1999 election, and one of the first things the new
government did was look at the model of support for
people with disabilities and their carers. Community
consultations were held, and I remember for the first
time sitting in a room with other carers and with people
with disabilities and being listened to. Decision-makers
were genuinely interested in our lives. I would like to
acknowledge the member for Pascoe Vale, who as
Minister for Community Services at the time led the
consultative phase. I would like her to know what a
positive impact that consultation process had on at least
one pretty frazzled and stressed-out mum.
I was hearing words such as ‘aspiration’, ‘opportunity’
and ‘person-centred practice’ for the first time — words
I had never heard before in relation to my son and his
life. I was sitting in a room with other carers and with
people who had a disability and talking about our lives
and what we wanted and needed, and it was like a
revelation. We were all of a sudden seen as being
important and as keys to the development of a policy
that would directly affect our lives. All of a sudden
there was this possibility of a life different to the one
that had been mapped out for us, and the shifts to
service-delivery models that followed enhanced our
lives immeasurably. I am pleased to say that Tom is
now 21, and his life is completely different to the life
that he was heading towards at the age of 9, which was
a life of chemical restraint. There was a shift in political
ideology that led to a change in policy areas, which has
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led to a different, more positive outcome for someone’s
life and livelihood.
I acknowledge that there is still work to be done and
that there are still families struggling. In my short time
as a member of Parliament I have met with a number of
families who have children with autism and who are
struggling with the school system. I know that my
colleague the member for Williamstown will attest that
there are still families who are facing challenges in
fulfilling their aspirations and reaching their potential,
and I congratulate and thank him for his commitment to
those families in his electorate who are facing
difficulties in enrolment processes for prep students
who have autism.
The experience with my son is a clear example of how
important the political process is to day-to-day life.
While I understand how the disconnection between our
lived experience and politics can occur, I believe it is
important to remind ourselves that they are clearly
connected and that it is our job to make sure that we do
include a consideration of all citizens. It is why I am a
member of the Labor Party and why I have pursued a
political career. I believe the Labor Party truly
represents the most vulnerable in our community. I
believe the Labor Party is the socially progressive party
that believes in a fair go for all. I believe the Labor
Party does not assume that we all come from a level
playing field. I believe our destiny should not be
determined by the circumstance of our birth. I believe
government and the policies and ideology that go along
with it should reflect this position — that change is
brought about collectively, that we should not be afraid
of collective action and that those whose lives are
impacted the most are in the best position to direct
policy. Labor has never been afraid of collective action.
When my mum graduated as an 18-year-old from
teachers college in 1960 she was given what was
considered a small class of 60 preps to teach. One of
her fellow graduates had a class of 100 preps and
another had a class of 90 grade 1 students. It was
through collective action by teachers, parents and
unions that class sizes have now reduced considerably,
which has significantly increased the outcomes for
students. It is hard to even imagine classes of the size
that mum and her colleagues taught. When my dad
started work as a miner, a crane driver and a powder
monkey there was no protective work gear and very
little regulation around safety. The legacy of that time
was the asbestosis he had throughout his life. It is
thanks to collective action by the labour movement that
there are now occupational health and safety laws
imposed upon both work sites and work practices.
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It was also collective action that got me to where I am
today, standing here in the Legislative Assembly. As I
have alluded to, there are not many achievements that
are arrived at alone. I would like to thank my campaign
team for all their hard work and support and also all the
members and supporters of the Ballarat West and
Ballarat East branches of the Labor Party for their
tireless efforts and hours of volunteer work. Thank you
to my colleagues Geoff Howard, member for Ballarat
East; Jaala Pulford, a member for Western Victoria
Region in the other place; and Catherine King, federal
member for Ballarat. Thank you to Emily’s List for its
support and commitment to me and for ensuring proper
representation through increasing the number of
women in Parliament.
I am grateful to the people of Ballarat West, who put
their trust in me, and I commit to them that I will not
betray that trust and will work as hard as I can to
represent them and ensure that the government fulfils
every election commitment made. I will also work hard
to secure the election commitments that the people of
Ballarat West voted for.
Thanks also go to my family. My mum has always
been supportive and, as a teacher for 46 years, knew the
value and importance of education. Thanks to my dad,
who I miss every single day. He had a pretty dreadful
early life. He was sent to live at St John’s Boys Home.
He ran away from foster care as a young teenager and
found work on the Upper Yarra Dam, where he was
looked after by the migrant men who were working on
the dam. Despite all of that he was one of the funniest
men alive. He made everyone around him laugh and
was absolutely committed to caring for his family.
Thanks to my partner, Damien, for his confidence in
everything I do and his unwavering support. He gets up
every day to do physically difficult work as a storeman
in order to bring a basic wage home to us.
Thanks to my children Lucy and Will, who have shown
a remarkable degree of tolerance and understanding
with a strong dose of humour. They both keep me
grounded. Incidentally, they both moved out of home
today. I am sure it is nothing to do with me. I would
particularly like to thank my son Tom, who has taught
me that just because you cannot talk does not mean you
have nothing to say. I commit to you that I will work
my hardest to be the voice of those in our community
who are silenced the most.
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — In response to
the Governor’s address, it is with unsurpassable pride
that I stand here today as the member for Caulfield in
the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Victoria.
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Caulfield is my home. It is where I grew up, and it is
where I raise my family. To be able to represent my
community in Parliament is an honour and a privilege
that I will cherish and respect. I thank the people of
Caulfield for their trust and assure them that as long as I
am the member for Caulfield I will fight for them and
honour that trust.
The electorate of Caulfield sits within Melbourne’s
inner suburbs and is only a few kilometres from the
spectacular beaches of St Kilda. We are lucky to have
the great shopping strip of Glenhuntly Road and the
historic Rippon Lea estate. In the heart of my electorate
is Carlisle Street, which some people refer to as the
‘bagel belt’, a centre of Jewish food and culture.
In addition to some of the best suburban living and a
strong sense of community, there is much to do and see
in Caulfield. Caulfield Park has for more than a century
been a suburban oasis for the people of Caulfield,
providing an escape to nature as well as sporting
facilities for everybody, from soccer to lawn bowls.
One of the many things we are proud of in Caulfield is
our diverse mix of ethnic backgrounds, including our
strong Jewish, Russian, Indian and Chinese
communities. To walk down any of the streets I have
just named and see this diverse group happily
contributing to their local community is truly reflective
of our great city.
I know that every member of Parliament here today
would say their electorate is truly unique. I would like
to advise the house that my electorate of Caulfield is in
fact truly unique, possessing something that no other
electorate in this place possesses and something that
exists nowhere else in the Southern Hemisphere. At the
corner of Balaclava and Hawthorn roads, near my
office, is Grand Junction — a piece of public transport
infrastructure which allows an approaching tram to turn
in any direction desired. It is remarkable that no other
exists in a tram network as large as Melbourne’s and
simply amazing that it is the only one in this
hemisphere. I consider this engineering feat to be
symbolic of the ingenuity, intelligence and creativity of
the people of Caulfield, and — if the house will permit
me to draw such a conclusion — I consider it symbolic
of the many directions and opportunities offered to the
people of Caulfield through education and hard work.
Education is an important part of life in Caulfield. We
are lucky in my electorate to have 24 schools across the
public, private and religious sectors. Caulfield has the
highest number of private schools of any electorate in
this house. As a member of the Liberal Party I am
proud that my constituents have so much choice in
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education. The educational culture of Caulfield is also
visible through the presence of the Monash University
Caulfield campus. I am proud that these educational
opportunities are available at every level to my
constituents.
As the member for Caulfield I am lucky to follow in the
footsteps of many great former representatives who
served in this place with honour. These former
members include the father and son Edgar and Ted
Tanner, who together represented Caulfield for more
than 25 years. I would like to pay special tribute to my
immediate predecessor as the member for Caulfield,
Helen Shardey, who is in the gallery tonight. Helen
represented our community in this place for more than
14 years and was a tireless advocate for our community
and its interests. Helen was an outstanding local
member for Caulfield. She served on the coalition front
bench for more than 10 years and was always a great
fighter for her community. This house and the state of
Victoria are richer for her service, and I am richer for
her support, her advice and her friendship.
I was born and raised in my electorate of Caulfield and
have lived there most of my life. My parents provided
me with a loving and warm family home, and I know it
is because of their love and support that I stand in this
place today. I was the first in my family to attend
university. I studied at Victoria University, and I am
proud to continue my association with that institution
today. I later went on to do postgraduate study at the
Monash University Caulfield campus.
I hope that it is clear how proud I am to be a resident of
the great community of Caulfield. I am also proud of
my family’s long association with Melbourne’s west. I
went to university in Footscray and played football in
the west, and my father, Stuart, had a long association
with the west. My father was a councillor in Werribee
for nearly 30 years and in 1979 was the Liberal
candidate. Unfortunately Dad was not successful, and it
took another 31 years for a Southwick to enter this
place. I continue to have great affection for
Melbourne’s west. My mother, Beryl, was the calming
influence in our family, and our smallest
accomplishments made her proud. Sadly she passed
away in May last year and did not get a chance to
experience our win. My mum was a big fan of the
Premier and would be very happy to know that we won
government. I am sure she will be watching over me
today, feeling very proud.
Being a seventh-generation Australian from a large
family and one of the first Jewish families to settle in
Australia, my family instilled in me the importance of
hard work combined with a passion to give back to the
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community. I have had great role models in my life,
with my father and grandmother each receiving an
Order of Australia medal for their tireless community
work. I will be forever grateful to them for the values
they have instilled in me.
Throughout my career I have started a number of small
businesses and have offered employment and security
to as many as 50 people and their families. Through my
own experience I am aware of the importance of the
small business sector to the ongoing growth and
strength of our economy. As the Governor mentioned
in his address to this Parliament:
The fundamental purpose of the government in the economy
is to foster the creation of wealth, products and jobs by
individuals in the private sector, and to encourage innovation
to help deliver sustainable prosperity through higher living
standards and greater employment growth.

I am proud to be a member of the new government,
which recognises that, and I look forward to delivering
on this platform of sound economic management and
business growth.
I have also worked as a lecturer at both Victoria
University and RMIT University. I served as RMIT’s
first Entrepreneur in Residence in 2003, at which time I
helped advise students on their business plans and
ideas. I am fortunate to have had some business
success. I strongly believe that if you make a go of
business, you need to give back by helping others get
on their feet. I have long believed that it is important to
give back and to help those who are less fortunate. As a
Liberal I know that the best way society can help those
who need it is through giving them the tools to help
themselves. As Ronald Reagan said, ‘Welfare’s
purpose should be to eliminate, as far as possible, the
need for its own existence’. I firmly believe in, and my
work in the charity sector has been based upon, the
principle of a hand up, not a handout.
I am proud to be involved with charities that have
worked in early intervention areas, such as the Ardoch
Youth Foundation, Try Youth and Community
Services, Virtual Enterprise Australia and Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Australia. Groups such as these make a
real difference to the lives of young people and help
form the fabric of a compassionate society.
I am honoured to stand here today as a member of
Parliament and also as a member of Melbourne’s
Jewish community. The Jewish community is one
whose members not only look after each other but also
do outstanding philanthropic work through broader
organisations in Australia. When the Jewish Diaspora
fled Europe at the end of the Second World War they
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fled an evil regime that today has become a byword for
inhumanity and injustice. While this evil was defeated
due to the united strength of the Allies, it left many
millions displaced and without a home. Both during the
Second World War and after, many Jewish people
moved to Australia seeking a new life in a new country.
I am proud that so many of these new Australians
embraced their home and made such a great
contribution to this country.
The parliamentary library’s records note 16 past Jewish
members of Parliament, including Walter Jona, who
served as the member for Hawthorn. In addition to
serving in this place with distinction, Walter Jona is
known for his work to introduce compulsory seatbelt
laws in Victoria. He can be credited with saving
hundreds of lives and is a great role model for members
of Parliament, showing what can be achieved.
Also among the 16 members is Sir Archie Michaelis,
who, it might interest you to know, Speaker, sat in your
chair for two and a half years in the 1950s. He was the
first, and so far the only, Jewish Speaker in the
Legislative Assembly. As the most recently elected
Jewish member of Parliament I hope I can achieve as
much as Walter Jona, Archie Michaelis and the others
who came before.
In describing my electorate of Caulfield I explained that
we are proud of our location and are gifted with
beautiful open spaces. Unfortunately the growth in
development in recent years has threatened our local
amenity. The city of Glen Eira is reported to have the
lowest amount of public space in Melbourne. This
report is concerning as it includes the Crown land at
Caulfield Racecourse, which is currently not easily
accessible to the public. I look forward to working with
various stakeholders to get a better use of this public
land for the community, while at the same time
ensuring that the needs of racing are appropriately met
on this historic site.
I have a real passion for youth and kids. They are our
future and the opportunity to get things right. In
particular we have a lot of work to do in early
childhood development. Although there are no easy
answers to this we need to ensure that the child is put
first in any of our policy decisions. Government should
provide a framework that recognises the need for a
holistic view of the child. I know the coalition
government will not be afraid to make some hard
decisions in these important areas.
Education and training is an important area in which I
hope to play a role. Non-government organisations
promoting early intervention programs that engage
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business and community should be encouraged and
supported. I look forward to working with my
government colleagues to provide pathways and
opportunities for our youth.
Finally, I would like to thank a number of family
members and friends who have supported me
throughout my political endeavours: firstly, my great
party members in Caulfield who assisted me with my
campaign. Frank Greenstein, chairman of the Caulfield
electorate conference and co-chair of my campaign, has
been a great friend and is always a source of sound
advice. Co-chair Jason Aldworth has been a fantastic
support and has given me wise counsel over a number
of years. Jason and Warren Samuel were the first two
people to encourage my passion for a political career.
Although I cannot mention everybody on my campaign
team I would like to make special mention of some
longstanding members of the Caulfield electorate
conference who played an important role on my
campaign. Special thanks go to Cath Kraina, Geoff
Marwick, Stephen Lilley, Leo King, Warren Samuel,
Jeremy Samuel, Kevin Ekendahl, Terry and Kaye
Farrow, Jim and Merlyn Logan-Bell, Nathan Spiegal
and, finally, Benjamin Koppel, many of whom are here
tonight.
I also thank Tony Nutt, Damien Mantach, David Kemp
and the team at Liberal Party headquarters for the
professional way in which they ran our state campaign.
I would also like to thank David Davis, Andrea Coote
and Georgie Crozier, members for Southern
Metropolitan Region in the upper house, who I look
forward to working with in the future.
I thank my family members: firstly, my mum and dad,
my sister, Sharyn and my brother, Darren, who have
supported me through all my endeavours. I also thank
my fantastic in-laws, Tom, Judy and Corey, who are the
best in-laws one could ever ask for.
The final thanks must go to the three loves of my
life — that is, my wife Hayley and my beautiful
children Tyler and Paige. Hayley has been my best
friend and my soul mate for 15 years and has been by
my side throughout all my business endeavours and
each of the three political campaigns I have fought. In
fact it was only last night that we celebrated our 12-year
wedding anniversary. As well as giving me her love
and support, Hayley and I are lucky to have our two
wonderful children Tyler and Paige. A father could not
ask for better children, and I am constantly amazed at
the joy and happiness they provide.
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Speaker, I stand before you today excited to take up this
new role, I stand before you aware of the challenges
facing Victoria, and I am elated that I am able to work
with my government colleagues to provide solutions. I
am confident that we will be able to make Victoria
stronger and more prosperous than we found it. I thank
the house for the courtesy it has provided me today.
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — It is a great
honour to stand here for the first time in this chamber to
speak as the member for Thomastown. I would like to
sincerely thank the voters for granting me, as a member
of the Labor Party, the opportunity to represent them in
this Parliament.
I would like to acknowledge that we meet on the land
of the Wurundjeri people. I acknowledge and pay
respects to the Aboriginal people who for thousands of
years have looked after this country. We as a
Parliament must heed their example and seek to respect
and nurture this land and all the people.
I would like to speak firstly of the many hardworking,
irrepressible and exceptional communities that make up
the electorate of Thomastown. This community
comprises the suburbs of Fawkner, Lalor and
Thomastown and parts of Epping and Reservoir. Each
of these suburbs has its own character, but since their
very establishment the families and individuals living
there have been the backbone of Victoria’s prosperity.
Their toil has built many of the industries upon which
we rely and the infrastructure and services we enjoy.
Victorians owe a debt of gratitude to the people who
live in the Thomastown electorate. Many of those
people arrived in Australia as migrants seeking a better
life. What is very clear throughout the area is that they
have repaid the welcome they were extended many
times over and have themselves contributed to a better
life and better living standards for all of us. Almost half
the population living in the electorate are from a
non-English-speaking background, and I am proud to
boast about the rich heritage of ethnic and cultural
diversity across the electorate and the people who have
allowed me to represent them in this place.
I have also experienced firsthand the supportive local
culture and many close-knit communities with strong
social and family ties, and I have seen this combined
with an amazing work ethic. The people of
Thomastown in the main are impressively independent
and self-reliant. In part this is probably born of
necessity, given the language, social and economic
barriers they faced when coming to the area.

GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
100

ASSEMBLY

However, looking beyond the strength of the
communities and the rich cultural diversity, there are
some things that are outside residents’ control. There is
widespread disadvantage and hardship and a
shouldering of a much heavier burden on the part of the
people of the Thomastown electorate than in other parts
of the state. This is due to the unequal distribution of
wealth and an economic system unable to reward those
who are most deserving.
If there was any truth to the notion that hard work will
always be rewarded and that individuals create their
own opportunity for personal material success, then the
residents of Thomastown should be among the state’s
wealthiest. But this is not the case. A quick look at just
a few of the many social indicators from the last
Australian Bureau of Statistics census illustrates some
stark disparities between the opportunities and
outcomes available to the people of the Thomastown
electoral district and those of other electorates.
According to the last ABS census and state Parliament
ranking of electorates, almost one in three families in
the Thomastown electorate live on a family income of
less than $650 per week — that is, $33 800 a year. In
comparison in the electorate of Hawthorn less than 1 in
10 families struggle on an income so low. The median
weekly family income in Thomastown is $845 per
week, which compares to that of the Hawthorn
electorate, which is $2175 per week.
In the electorate of Thomastown 40.9 per cent of
residents leave school at year 10 or earlier; in the
Hawthorn electorate this figure is 12.5 per cent. In the
Thomastown electorate the proportion of people who
have access to the means and support to obtain a
tertiary education is 11.7 per cent. As low as this figure
is, it is still a significant improvement on the 1996
figure, under the Kennett government, of 5.5 per cent.
However, in the Hawthorn electorate more than 51 per
cent of the population have a tertiary education. In the
Thomastown electorate the percentage of the
population using public transport to travel to work is
8.5 per cent. In Hawthorn 20.1 per cent of the
population use public transport to get to work.
As illustrated in this example, not only are residents in
Hawthorn significantly wealthier on average, but they
also have significantly better access to public services
funded by or heavily subsidised by government, such as
public transport and education.
When these facts are pointed out, any fair-minded
person might immediately ask, ‘And what can we do to
help those poor people in Thomastown?’. But the
families and individuals who live in the electorate do
not need special help. They do not need charity. If they
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are disadvantaged it is because of the denial of access to
opportunities. They need the results of their labour to be
equally shared. They need a system that provides true
opportunity and rewards ability and contribution over
privilege and wealth.
I am a Labor Party member of Parliament, and my
beliefs and values are those of Labor. I will stand by
those beliefs during my time in Parliament and in
serving the people of the Thomastown electorate.
Whether in government or opposition, I am committed
to working toward the Labor values and platform for
the redistribution of power, wealth and opportunity to
support all Victorians.
The people of the Thomastown electorate are yet to see
their fair share of the benefits of this state. That access
to opportunities in employment, health and educational
outcomes can be delivered in large part with the help of
the state government. The Bracks and Brumby
governments improved public services to people such
as those living in the Thomastown electorate. It lifted
educational attainment levels in the area and backed
projects to improve health services and public transport
and support jobs.
This current government will hear plenty from me on
these projects and more, including: the training and
research facility for the Northern Hospital, funding for
schools in the electorate, the relocation of Melbourne’s
fruit and vegetable market, the availability of quality
affordable housing and many crucial road and public
transport projects. This government should come clean
and make its intentions known as to whether these
much-needed projects will go ahead now that it is in
office.
I will be vocal in advocating for the people and the
aspirations of the Thomastown electorate because I
share the views of those who have sent me here to
represent them. I also share Labor values and beliefs in
acknowledging that the Labor Party’s origins come
from the trade union movement, as do mine.
In many ways this role as the member for Thomastown
is a continuation of the work I have done and the
principles I have strived for throughout my life. As a
trade unionist I fought alongside working families
throughout Victoria to secure a decent standard of
living and good working conditions, standing up to any
injustice faced. We fought collectively to overcome any
challenge, ensuring individual rights were respected
and encouraged. We fought together for a fair, just and
democratic society. We stood for the right of ordinary
people — those who had neither wealth nor power —
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to a fair go, to be treated with respect and dignity and to
be valued as a member of our community.

type of society we want to pass on to our children and
the next generation.

These beliefs, principles and my commitment to
working collectively for change are what drove me to
my previous role in the labour movement. It is the same
commitment and vision that now drives me in this new
role. The Labor Party was originally formed, in the
words of the Labor constitution, to be the ‘political
voice to take forward the struggle of the working class
against the excesses, injustices and inequalities of
capitalism’. Old, outdated language, some might say,
but the Your Rights at Work campaign exposed many
such excesses, injustices and inequalities against
workers that were made possible by the federal
coalition government’s un-Australian industrial laws.

Finally, I would like to say that representing the people
and communities of the Thomastown electorate is a
great privilege and honour and I am excited to start this
new chapter of my life with them. I look forward to
continuing to work with the many wonderful people in
the electorate, overcoming the challenges we will face
together. Thank you.

State governments have a fundamental role to play in
upholding the rights of all of us: the right of us all
equally to decent housing, education, and health; the
means to fully participate in our society; a reasonable
standard of living; and a job for which we are properly
paid and in which we are treated with dignity and
respect.
I would like to close by saying that my election has
been the result of a great deal of hard work and support
from many people. First I would like to thank my
partner, Gary, for being with me all the way. Thanks to
all the local members of the Labor Party who helped
during the campaign, especially those on the campaign
committee; to all my comrades at the Australian
Manufacturing Workers Union who have been with me
through thick and thin; to Victorian trade unions
generally, but in particular the Australian Services
Union, the Electrical Trades Union and the Rail, Tram
and Bus Union, and also David Cragg at the Victorian
Trades Hall; to Tim Laurence for all his advice and
local knowledge and for getting the job done when it
really mattered; to Gavin Marshall, who has been very
supportive, and other federal members of Parliament
and staff, especially Clancy; to my Victorian
parliamentary colleagues and the past member for
Thomastown, Peter Batchelor, who served the party
and this Parliament so well for many years; and also to
the parliamentary staff who have been extremely
helpful to me.
I would also like to mention my mother, Kathleen, who
I could not do without, and my father, John, who has
passed away but who I know would be very proud of
me here today. Thanks to my two sons, Caelum and
Kynan, who take all these things in their stride and are
two of the reasons I have worked to be here: for the
future of our children and to make a contribution to the

Mr SHAW (Frankston) — At the outset I would
like to thank my family. For too long over this
campaign my family has not been first in my life. I
want to thank my wife, Sally, for being here tonight and
thank my four kids, Nathan, Ebony, Daniel and Aaron,
who are wherever the internet is. I will give them a
wave on camera. I thank you guys for who you are. I
love you lots and adore you. Thanks heaps.
In taking my place in the Legislative Assembly it is
appropriate for me to acknowledge the original owner
of the land on which we stand — God, the Creator, the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of the
Bible. What a blessing that the Creator has given us
stewardship of this place, and what a responsibility we
have to govern here in Victoria and govern well. Of
course there are a number of references acknowledging
God in Parliament. Parliament opens with the words of
Jesus in the Lord’s Prayer and many take an oath,
raising the Bible in their right hand. In 1900 the men
who composed the Australian constitution wrote in the
preamble:
… humbly relying on the blessing of Almighty God …
Former Prime Minister John Howard said he would
never shrink from the belief that Australia has been
moulded on the Judaeo-Christian ethic and that this is
an asset worth preserving. The acknowledgement of
God was also clearly seen when this building was
constructed over 150 years ago.
In the tiles on the floor of the vestibule are the words
from the Book of Proverbs 11:14, which states:
Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of
counsellors there is safety.

King Solomon is not just talking about a collective
number of people; he is talking about a collective
number of people who give good advice and wise
counsel, coupling that with righteousness. I am glad to
be here as part of the new coalition government that
knows the difference between righteousness and
self-righteousness, in a place where truth is no longer
on the endangered species list and where we are no
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longer on the spending-spree express escalating
towards wasteful, costly and poorly conceived projects.
We are on the common-sense express, where we will
carefully assess our spending decisions, knowing we
are stewards of Victorian taxpayers money.
General Norman Schwarzkopf stated:
Leadership is a potent combination of strategy and character.
But if you must be without one, be without the strategy.

What a pleasure it is to be part of a team under the
leadership of the Ted Baillieu, the Premier, and Peter
Ryan, the Deputy Premier, who both have character
and strategy. They have shown great leadership during
the disastrous events that have flooded parts of this
state. In the midst of these floods they have released
resources, men and women, to Western Australia and
Queensland to give them a hand with their worst floods
since 1974.
I am also pleased to be joining my newly elected
members along the Frankston train line and other
members who are not so privileged as to live along that
train line. I wish them all success in their electorates
and in government.
As a representative of the people of Frankston in
Parliament it is my job to put Frankston people first.
They sent me here. They are the ones who put their
faith in me and this government, and we will be
delivering. Frankston takes in areas such as Frankston
South, Frankston East and Karingal. We have two
tertiary education establishments; a major hospital,
which my wife and four kids were born in; great
sporting clubs and facilities; three private golf courses
and one public one; shopping precincts at both Karingal
and Frankston as well as small street shops in a number
of places. Frankston has wonderful environmental
assets, such as the beach, Sweetwater Creek, Kananook
Creek and Frankston Reservoir.
I have lived in Frankston since I was seven. I went to
St John’s Primary School and then John Paul College. I
completed my bachelor of business in accounting at
Chisholm Institute in Frankston, which is now part of
Monash University. When I was nine I worked as a
paper boy and then did a variety of jobs throughout my
school life, such as being a casual worker for Coles and
Ritchies. My wife, Sally, and I started our accountancy
business in Frankston in 1992, and there are now 10 in
the team.
Why did I become involved in politics? After more
than 18 years helping individuals and businesses
achieve at a financial level it was time to transfer this
knowledge and skill into an area that over the last
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decade has lacked any semblance of restraint, common
sense or competency — government — and to use
these skills for the betterment of Victorians.
I note that when 57 per cent of people in Frankston said
they were Christians, there was an underrepresentation
from Labor. The majority of businesses in Frankston
are small businesses employing under 20 people, and
there was an underrepresentation from Labor because
its members have limited knowledge in this arena.
When government needed to stand up for Frankston in
the core areas of responsibility such as police and
safety, the electorate received the lowest funding of the
six central activities districts, receiving only $25 million
compared to Dandenong’s $290 million. This was an
underrepresentation from Labor. It is time for a fair go
for Frankston.
Although Frankston was neglected by the previous
government it has a solid, lively and intriguing history,
one to be proud of. Frankston has hosted great events.
In 1934 we held the first scout jamboree outside Europe
and the only Australian jamboree attended by
Lord Baden Powell. Frankston had a population of only
3000 at that time, but the number of scouts who
attended was around 12 000, and there were
62 000 visitors.
In 1980 the Frankston city bowls club held the first
world bowls championships in Australia. I remember
being just a teenager delivering papers and witnessing
the excitement around that event. In the same year
Frankston held the first-ever Melbourne indoor tennis
championship with Vitas Gerulaitis and Peter
McNamara playing in the final. To put this event into
perspective and to highlight the calibre of the players,
that year Gerulaitis lost to Björn Borg in the French
Open and Peter McNamara and Paul McNamee won
the doubles at Wimbledon. In the following year the
event was again held in Frankston, and I was a ball boy.
In 1983 Neighbourhood Watch was started in
Kananook, which is part of the Frankston municipality.
In Frankston we have had and do have successful men
and women of industry, politics, commerce, literature,
art and sport. Household names like Sir Reginald
Ansett lived in the older boundaries of the Frankston
electorate, and his helicopter was seen regularly
travelling between home and work. But that was not the
case for Sir Edgar Coles; he caught the bus and train to
and from work. He lived within the old boundaries of
Frankston as well. He was the CEO of Coles from the
early 1940s to the 1960s. He had 70 acres on Old
Mornington Road, and his daughter Lois Coles lived
there until 1997.
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Thomas Ritchie started Ritchie’s Supermarkets in
Frankston in 1870. Now Ritchies Supa IGA, through its
community benefit card, has raised close to $38 million
for schools, community groups, sporting clubs and
charities. Another big name is Safeway, and in
Australia Safeway started in Frankston. Bill Pratt took
over his father’s Pratt’s stores in Frankston in 1946. A
pioneer of self-service and supermarkets in the 1950s,
Bill Pratt caught the eye of US company Safeway in
1963, and his company of three stores merged with the
giant supermarket chain. He took the helm of Safeway
(Australia) in 1967 and by 1985 he had 130 stores. Bill
went to Frankston Primary School and Frankston High
School. His father was the shire president and was part
of the team that held the 1934 scout jamboree in
Frankston, and he was made commissioner.
Dame Elisabeth Murdoch lives right on the boundary of
my electorate and she has lived there for 80 years.
George and Helen Grech, owners of Astra Billiards,
pioneered Sunday trading in the 1980s along with a
couple of others, selling a book for $3000 and throwing
in a free pool table. They have lived in Frankston for
over 35 years. Perc Hosking started his first store,
Hoskings Jewellers, in Frankston in 1945 and was our
first mayor.
Other local identities that are well known to the people
of Frankston are the Crowder family, who have been in
real estate in Frankston for over three generations.
Geoff Crowder is deeply involved with Frankston’s
development. Jerome Breen from Jerome Breen’s
Driving School is another icon; he and his business
have taught thousands of local teenagers, including me,
my wife and my 20-year-old, how to drive. Brad Smith,
a young Australian of the Year finalist, runs his motor
bike operation, braaap, in Frankston.
Politicians such as Prime Minister Stanley Bruce and
Sir Phillip Lynch both lived in Frankston. Past
Frankston electorate members, including my friend the
Honourable Graeme Weideman and Andrea McCall,
still live in Frankston because they love it, and I thank
them both for their contributions during my campaign.
Sporting stars who grew up or moved to Frankston
include world champion boxer John Famechon, who
was inducted into the World Boxing Hall of Fame. He
moved to Frankston at a young age and has since called
it his home. Dual Brownlow medallist Robert Harvey
went to my school. Other Australian Football League
legends lived in Frankston. like Jack Dyer, who lived
there for a number of years. Kelvin Moore, the
300-game full-back for Hawthorn, and Mike Patterson,
the Richmond ruckman and coach of St Kilda and
Richmond in the 1980s, also lived in Frankston with a

103

host of others. TV news presenters — the list keeps
going — Mal Walden and Peter Mitchell went to
school in Frankston. Graham Kennedy lived in
Frankston, and Nevil Shute’s On the Beach, starring
Gregory Peck and Ava Gardner, was filmed mostly in
Frankston.
The Frankston foreshore is one of our major assets,
with Frankston beach winning the best beach prize in
2008. Another asset is the Frankston Reservoir,
probably the last conservation area in Frankston and
one that needs protecting. With all the household names
and businesses originating from Frankston — —
Mr Madden — What about Karingal?
Mr SHAW — They came from Karingal, too!
Many were inducted into the City of Frankston’s hall of
fame, so it is regrettable that we have developed a less
than desirable image and a reputation for crime, so
much so that the council initiated the state’s first city
safe officer program to patrol the city streets. In an
attempt to clean up Frankston’s image the council has
also banned smoking in a number of streets in the
central activities district.
Crime is not limited to Frankston. There has been a
failure in society and the family in general to instil
values. There is a lack of discipline and responsibility
amongst many of our youth. We need to be tougher on
crime and make people realise there are boundaries and
that there are consequences for actions. The Police
Association of Victoria tells us we are 111 police short
in Frankston. Thankfully our government is addressing
that with a record number of 1700 additional police. In
an announcement made in Frankston last month by the
Chief Commissioner of Police we heard that Frankston
will receive 35 police before 30 June and a similar
figure in the next financial year.
Frankston has had and will have a great future under
this competent government. The resolve and
entrepreneurial spirit of the past is with us still.
A big thanks goes to my campaign team: Katrina
Flannery, Marc Middleton, Jerome Breen, Glenys
Holland, Graeme and Marita Johnson, Michael Frazer,
Marshall Hughes and Jos and Mary-Jo Reumer. I thank
all the volunteers who did so much on that rainy
election day and during the campaign. To the team at
104, Damien Mantach, Tony Nutt and Sarah Casey, the
Liberal Party members and a variety of state and federal
politicians, my supporters and the people of Frankston:
I thank you.
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I started with my family and I will end with my family.
I thank them ever so much for the support they have
given me.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
Sitting continued on motion of Mr McINTOSH
(Minister for Corrections).
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — I congratulate
you, Speaker, on your appointment as Speaker of this
house. I also thank the members who have stayed late
this evening to hear my speech. I am very proud and
humbled to be giving my inaugural speech today as the
first woman elected to this house as the member for
Bendigo West. It is a great honour to represent the
Bendigo West electorate. I formally thank the electorate
for expressing its confidence in me, and I look forward
to representing the electorate in this Parliament. I am
extremely grateful to the voters of Bendigo West for
their support and for returning a Labor member to
office in Bendigo West. It is a great recognition of the
previous Labor government that the electorate stuck
with Labor.
Bendigo West has a long history of supporting Labor,
and I wish to acknowledge and record my appreciation
of and thanks to former Labor members of this house:
David Kennedy, for his support; and my predecessor,
the Honourable Bob Cameron, who was also Minister
for WorkCover, Minister for Local Government,
Minister for Agriculture, Minister for Police and
Emergency Services and Minister for Corrections
during his term in office from 1996 to 2010. During his
14 years as member for Bendigo West, Bob Cameron
was a very hardworking, capable and well-respected
representative of the electorate. He scored an
outstanding victory when he was first elected as MLA
for Bendigo West in 1996, winning back the seat for
Labor after just one term of the seat being in Liberal
hands. He was also an outstanding minister in the
Bracks and Brumby governments.
When Bob Cameron was first elected to Bendigo West,
the region had become a forgotten part of this great
state. Bob, together with the member for Bendigo East,
set about reversing that trend, and Bendigo and its
surrounding region were transformed into a vibrant,
growing and integral part of Victoria. Bob was
instrumental in delivering for Bendigo West great
initiatives such as the goldfields super-pipe, which has
secured water for the region; the return of the rail
network with the fast train, including the reopening of
Kangaroo Flat railway station; the air ambulance
helicopter; upgrades to roads, especially the completion
of the Calder duplication; the new police station in
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Bendigo; many new and upgraded Country Fire
Authority stations across the electorate; four new junior
secondary colleges in Bendigo, including the fantastic
new primary and secondary schools in Kangaroo Flat;
and first put on the agenda planning, funding and
commencing the development of Bendigo’s new
hospital. I wish to record Bob Cameron’s great legacy
and my gratitude for his support and confidence in me
to carry on this great work as his successor. I wish Bob,
Alison and their children all the very best for the future.
Bendigo West has a strong historical connection to the
Labor Party and the labour movement. Two areas in the
Bendigo West electorate, Golden Square and Kangaroo
Flat, were part of the Midlands electorate from 1955 to
1982, when they returned to Bendigo. This part of
Bendigo has had Dave Smith, Bill Galvin, and Clive
Stoneham — the only other Labor member of
Parliament also born in Maryborough — and Bob
Cameron as Labor ministers.
Central Victoria has become a well-known holiday and
tourist destination. It has also become a popular place to
live and work, offering a lifestyle that is affordable,
with the best of both city and country life. The
electorate of Bendigo West includes the central
Victorian towns of Castlemaine, Maldon, Elphinstone,
Taradale, Fryerstown, Chewton, Campbells Creek,
Newstead, Tarnagulla, Newbridge, Harcourt and many
smaller communities in between. Bendigo is now the
largest inland city in Victoria, and it has a strong
reputation as the major regional centre.
Before European settlement the area was occupied by
the clans of the Dja Dja Wrung people. Early
Europeans described the Dja Dja Wrung as a strong,
physically well-developed people and not belligerent.
Nevertheless the early years of European settlement in
the Mount Alexander area were bloodied by many
clashes between intruder and dispossessed. I wish to
pay my respect to the Dja Dja Wrung elders and the
Dja Dja Wrung people and recognise their history and
their place in the region.
The attraction of the Bendigo West region is its rich
history of gold discovery and goldmining, and it is now
part of the goldfields triangle from Ballarat to
Maryborough to Bendigo. Because the gold rush of the
1850s was a global event, it attracted people from all
over the world. Cultures were to clash as
multiculturalism began in earnest around the quest for
gold.
The Chinese first arrived in Bendigo in the early 1850s.
The miners and local administrators did not hide their
dislike of the Chinese. Nevertheless, despite many

GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Tuesday, 8 February 2011

ASSEMBLY

105

Chinese deaths on the goldfields, many Chinese
gold-diggers stayed and flourished. Undoubtedly the
Chinese brought with them a unique cultural influence
and left a lasting legacy. Bendigo’s distinctive Easter
celebrations, with the popular Chinese dragons Loong
and Sun Loong, the magnificent Chinese Museum and
the Chinese gardens are due to the remarkable Chinese
contributions to Bendigo.

In Castlemaine there is a vibrant arts and cultural
community. Castlemaine State Festival is a well-known
event which draws huge crowds to the region. The
return of rail services to Castlemaine has meant that the
city is now connected to both Melbourne and Bendigo,
with many people choosing to live the unique lifestyle
offered in Castlemaine and to commute to the larger
centres for work.

Today the Bendigo West economy is based on a
combination of industry, commerce and service
provision. There is also a significant agricultural
component, with the viticulture, orchard and niche
farming sectors growing. Farmers markets have
become a popular and successful way for local produce
to be promoted and sold across the district.

These communities are made up in part of hundreds of
volunteers from all walks of life. In Maldon, Australia’s
first notable town, I recently attended the Maldon
Twilight Food and Wine Festival. This event, while
supported by the Mount Alexander Shire Council, was
instigated, organised and run almost exclusively by
volunteers. Over 1000 people attended this very
successful event. This is just one example of what these
communities can achieve. They are strong, resilient and
innovative, and it is imperative that they and the
volunteers who work so hard within them are supported
and encouraged by government so that their vitality is
maintained and they have the means to develop and
grow new ideas into the future.

The region is thriving, and this is largely due to the
investments made by the former Labor government in
attracting jobs, creating opportunities and undertaking
unprecedented regional infrastructure development.
Decentralisation, combined with long-term private
sector investment in the region, has reaped rewards for
the communities in the electorate. There is now a strong
economic record to be built upon in Bendigo West.
Maintaining and fighting for the continuation of this
investment and a fair go for Bendigo West will be my
priority.
Regional development has been extensive. I
acknowledge and applaud the hard work of the former
Labor premiers John Brumby and Steve Bracks for
their commitment to regional Victoria. Members will
recall that it was the very first act of the Labor
government in 1999 to create the Regional
Infrastructure Development Fund. More towns in my
electorate than ever before have seen investment in
infrastructure and community projects, including
sporting grounds and facilities; community events;
upgrades and improvements to community facilities
and buildings, including heritage-listed buildings such
as town halls and mechanics institutes; new and
improved showgrounds and horseracing facilities;
upgrades and extensions to primary school buildings;
new police stations; and renewable energy.
What has this meant for the people who live in these
communities? There is a sense of renewal, a sense of
optimism for the future and a sense of security. Each
time I visit and meet with people in these communities,
whether it be in Newstead, Fryerstown or Baringhup, I
am amazed at the level of resolve the residents of these
communities have to ensure that their town, their
facilities, their lifestyle, their environment and their
ideas are maintained and improved upon.

Two years ago on 7 February 2009 parts of Bendigo
West were ravaged by bushfires. In January of this year
parts of the electorate were devastated by floods. While
these extreme events have been tragic and
heartbreaking, they have also revealed an incredible
community strength, spirit and unity. In Newbridge the
heart of the town was ripped out when their recreation
and sporting facilities were swept away by floodwaters.
I visited the Newbridge pub on the day after the floods,
and already neighbour was helping neighbour and the
clean-up had begun. What was truly outstanding was
the sense of humour despite the great loss.
Last Sunday I attended the bushfire memorial service in
Bendigo. Memories of Black Saturday are still strong
for many people who were caught up in the tragedy, yet
they have been able to come together and create a
magnificent bushfire memorial at the Albert Richardson
Reserve on Victoria Hill — the very place the fire
stopped on Black Saturday. On Sunday the community
united to see the unveiling of the fire tree and the
memorial wall, which will forever stand to tell the story
of Bendigo’s Black Saturday and of the people within
the community who came together to support each
other.
There are few people in society who have not been
touched in some way by cancer. The provision of
first-class cancer facilities in Bendigo is imperative and
an issue that I am passionate about and have
campaigned hard for. The region is growing, and the
need for a new hospital is vital. Labor was first to take
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the initiative to instigate the planning for Bendigo’s
new hospital back in 2006, and it committed to funding
the new hospital in May 2010. The coalition belatedly
announced its commitment just before the November
election.
I note that the new coalition government has agreed to
Labor’s finish deadline of 2016. Labor will be watching
to see that it honours this promise, because Bendigo
and the region cannot wait any longer for new and
improved facilities and health services, particularly
cancer services.
I am proud to say that I am very much a child of central
Victoria. I was born, raised and educated in
Maryborough, I attended the Maryborough East
Primary School and completed my higher school
certificate at the Maryborough High School a long time
ago. I have lived in Bendigo for over 20 years, I have
raised four children in Bendigo, I have completed an
honours degree in politics and history at La Trobe
University in Bendigo and I worked in the Bendigo
West electorate as an electorate officer for 11 years.
It was during my upbringing in Maryborough that my
Labor Party roots were established. Courtney is a
well-respected family name in Maryborough, and my
grandfather Thomas Lee Courtney was well known in
the community as a free thinker with strong ethics and a
great sense of equality, justice and sound Labor values.
My parents, Lloyd and Evelyn Courtney, were both
factory workers, and they and my father’s extended
family held a strong belief in the notion of a fair day’s
pay for a fair day’s work. They were also great
believers in the Labor ideals of social justice and a fair
go. I want to make a special mention of my parents. My
mother passed away in June last year, just 10 months
after my father. My mother was a beautiful woman
with a generous spirit and a great determination to instil
in her five children manners, but more importantly the
need to love generously and always show kindness. I
know that they would both be very proud of me.
Two of my uncles have become life members of the
Labor Party, and my Uncle Lyle Courtney, OAM, was
also the metal workers union shop steward for over
25 years at Patience and Nicholson in Maryborough.
Just recently my Uncle Lyle had his memoirs
published. The book, titled Our Houseless Home, is the
story of his childhood growing up in a bush tent camp
during the depression in Maryborough and the
Courtney family’s riches-to-rags tale. It is also a great
tale of resilience, hard work, family bonds, love and
loyalty, and the stirring of political passions.
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It is these values, these ethics, these principles of
equality and social justice that will guide me as I set
about my role as the member for Bendigo West.
Moreover, my roles as a single parent and mother to my
four children, as carer to my late husband, Lindsay,
during his seven-year battle with cancer, as a
mature-age university student, as a volunteer in the
community and as a full-time worker have given me the
resilience, the strength, the determination and, most
importantly, the life experience to relate to people from
all walks of life, to listen, to empathise and to
understand what is important to them. As a
representative of the people and the communities in
Bendigo West I intend to listen, to follow through and
to act on their behalf.
Few members of Parliament arrive at this place without
the support of many people. I wish to acknowledge and
thank the members of Bendigo and Castlemaine Labor;
the Bendigo Federal Electorate Assembly; Marg Lewis,
who was invaluable during my campaign; my colleague
for 11 years, Kaye Petersen; also Bendigo ALP’s
longest serving secretary, Elaine Walsh; and the
Bendigo Trades Hall Council. I would also like to thank
the many volunteers and supporters who so willingly
assisted with my campaign. I also thank my amazing
children, Keeley, Therese, Rachael and Wesley; my
husband of five weeks, Steve — who did not expect to
be marrying an MP when he proposed last year — and
his children, Hayden and Angus, for their continual
love and support.
I would like to congratulate all the new members of
Parliament. I am extremely proud to be one of five
newly elected Labor women to this house. This is a
great testament to Labor’s policy of affirmative action.
The women who have been here before me and those
who continue to represent their electorates are all
remarkable women with great knowledge, experience
and wisdom. I am proud to be a member of Emily’s
List and I thank the women involved in the organisation
for their ongoing support, not just to me but to all
progressive women.
I am delighted to be able to work in partnership with
the member for Bendigo East, who was also the first
woman elected to that seat in 1999. I thank her for the
great support she gave me during the short campaign
and for her continued support. During the election
campaign the opposition parties and the groups that
were there to support them threw everything they could
lay their hands on at both the member for Bendigo East
and me. They poured huge amounts of money into
trying to undermine Labor, but ultimately the voters
knew that Labor in central Victoria delivered the goods
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and had the track record to secure the people’s future.
That is why Labor in our region was re-elected. Labor
has been good for Bendigo and central Victoria. Over
the term of this Parliament I resolve to hold the
coalition government to every single one of the many
promises it made to the people of Bendigo West, and to
carry out with vigour and enthusiasm my task as the
member for Bendigo West.
The SPEAKER — Order! I would like to
congratulate all the members who have made their first
speech tonight. On both sides of the house they have
been a credit to their parties and to their families in the
things that they have said. Again I congratulate them.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr McINTOSH
(Minister for Corrections).
Debate adjourned until later this day.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections).

ADJOURNMENT
The SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house do now adjourn.

Autism: western suburbs schools
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) — I wish to raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Education.
The action I seek from the minister is for him to
conduct a review of the current process for enrolling
prep-aged students with autism in either the Western
Autistic School or other local government schools in
my area. I seek this review for and on behalf of parents
in the western region of Melbourne who are, in my
opinion, currently battling their way through a
cumbersome and bureaucratic process in order to
secure an appropriate learning opportunity for their
autistic children.
At this point I want to pay tribute to the member for
Ballarat West, who spoke about her son in her
inaugural speech. I want to acknowledge her courage
and dedication to making a difference, particularly in
this house.
We know that autism or autism spectrum disorders
(ASD) cause substantial impairments in social
interaction and communication and are associated with
irregular behavioural traits. For many this impacts
heavily on a child’s capacity to learn and develop. That
is why the process for determining the education
pathways for young children with ASD should be

107

designed to give parents some real certainty as their
children move from preschool into their early primary
years.
Earlier this month I was contacted by an extremely
anxious parent regarding her son Matthew’s situation.
Matthew’s parents had just discovered that their
application to enrol him at the Western Autistic School
had been rejected by the department’s western region. I
contacted my constituent and spoke to her about her
son. She advised me that he has a profound pragmatic
language impairment that would prevent him from
accessing the mainstream schooling system.
Upon receiving the news about Matthew’s unsuccessful
application to enrol at the Western Autistic School the
family was advised that there was an appeals process
and that they should consider this as their next course of
action. This is where I think the current process needs
some review. At present parents in this situation are
forced to lodge an appeal and then wait until at least the
second week of the first term to determine whether they
have been successful. This means that Matthew’s
parents have the option to send their son to the local
primary school without support for the first couple of
weeks of the school year, wait for the appeal to be
successful and then move him to the Western Autistic
School. The system can surely better cater for families
such as Matthew’s.
Many families are left waiting right throughout the
Christmas holidays with no idea of where their child
will attend school. The process needs to commence
much earlier in the year to give everyone more time to
review the applications thoroughly instead of being
rushed and making assessments based purely on
numbers and scores and not the entire disability.

Planning: Mount Eliza land
Mr MORRIS (Mornington) — Three and a half
years have elapsed since I first stood in this house and
requested that the Mornington Peninsula planning
scheme amendment C87 be adopted. That adjournment
request to the then Minister for Planning, who in those
days was in another place, ultimately proved fruitless.
Progress was so slow you would have to call it glacial.
Twenty-six months after I first made that request, the
Government Gazette announced that the amendment
had been rejected by the minister. It had lain on the
minister’s desk for 26 months.
It is a great pleasure tonight to raise a very simple
matter for the new Minister for Planning, and members
will not be surprised that the subject is the still-urgent
need to provide protection for the Mount Eliza
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woodlands. The action I seek from the Minister for
Planning is that he commence the process to amend the
Mornington Peninsula planning scheme to protect the
Mount Eliza woodlands and to deliver on another
coalition election commitment.
The proposal has an incredible amount of community
support. It has support right across the spectrum. It has
the full support of the council, it has the support of the
wider community and, most particularly, it has the very
enthusiastic support of almost all the people who live in
the Mount Eliza woodlands; in December 2008 I
presented a petition to the house which contained
1770 signatures in support of the amendment. Little has
changed in the intervening period. We have lost a few
blocks, but it is still a salvageable position. When I first
raised the issue in October 2007 there were some 1582
out of 1600 lots that were capable of subdivision. Quite
a few of those have now been subdivided, but overall
the integrity of the area is still intact, and if we take
action reasonably soon there is the opportunity to
resolve the problem.
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including a child-care centre whose parents and clients
cannot get parking outside the centre because Northern
Health staff are parked in the street while their car park
remains empty. Also clients of the Fieste restaurant
cannot park because the health workers are parking in
the street as a result of the unfair introduction of car
parking fees.
As I said, they are not charging a lot of money, and the
CEO of Northern Health claims that the money raised
from car parking will be put back into health. It is clear
that it is just a grab for money. I call on the Minister for
Health to come out to the northern suburbs, which
might be a good trip for him, and have a look at the car
parking situation and see that the car park is never full. I
have certainly never seen the car park full. The minister
should come out and see that the car parking charge is
not required. I call on him to make the principled
decision and say, ‘No, we will scrap this car parking
fee’. It is not needed and would put only a few dollars
back into the health budget.

Floods: Rochester
If the time that has elapsed has proved anything, it is
that the performance-based controls that are currently in
place and are said to work simply do not. We have the
opportunity to protect the Mount Eliza woodlands. That
opportunity remains despite the late government’s
neglect. We have lost some ground. It is not too late,
and I urge the minister to act to protect the sensitive
slopes of the woodlands for future generations.

Craigieburn Health Service: car parking
Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — I raise a matter for the
urgent attention of the Minister for Health. The urgent
matter concerns paid car parking at the Craigieburn
Health Service, which has just been introduced. By way
of background, Northern Health introduced car parking
fees last year. I brokered a moratorium on those car
parking fees and, lo and behold, once the Liberal
government was elected car parking fees were
introduced. In my view it is just a grab for money.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms BEATTIE — The Craigieburn Health Service,
for those on the other side, is obviously in Craigieburn,
and $15 million was invested by the Labor government
in that health service. It has car parking for
approximately 100 cars, and it is never full. It is not
even half full most days, and yet the government has
sought to introduce these parking fees. The result of
that is that staff are now parking in the surrounding
streets and it is causing great traffic disruption. It is also
causing great inconvenience to the other businesses,

Mr WELLER (Rodney) — I wish to raise a matter
of concern regarding the ongoing danger of flooding for
the town of Rochester in my electorate of Rodney. I call
on the Minister for Water to give direction on the way
forward in implementing new strategies to ensure
appropriate flood mitigation processes in the operation
of Lake Eppalock in central Victoria. It is this storage
which feeds into the Campaspe River, and it is the
Campaspe which flows directly through the middle of
Rochester.
On Saturday, 15 January, the river at Rochester peaked
at 9.17 metres, which was above the major flood level
of 9.1 metres. As a result of this 80 per cent of
properties in the town were inundated, some businesses
and shopping areas had water through them, the town’s
major employer, Murray Goulburn Co-operative, was
flooded and forced to close its doors, power was cut
and there was no supply of water after the town’s water
treatment plant was flooded. The rural areas
surrounding Rochester were completely swamped, with
individual farm losses running into hundreds of
thousands of dollars — in other words, it was a disaster.
Since then the town has been threatened again as heavy
rains continue. The concern, which is now becoming
very obvious, is that with Lake Eppalock at 100 per
cent-plus capacity there is no way to control the flows
coming through Rochester.
Going forward there needs to be a clear strategy in
place to ensure that the lake has some capacity to hold
additional water in times of heavy rainfall. This may
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well mean running the lake differently from the way it
has been run in the past, with a focus on flood
mitigation as well as irrigation needs. It may be
necessary to have a system of delivering water from the
lake in times of high rainfall or of more regular and
controlled flows down the river system. Certainly there
have been some plans and ideas put forward at a
grassroots level which warrant further investigation.
The local knowledge, coming from people who have
lived along the river for many, many years must be
utilised.
Rochester residents need surety that these issues are
being addressed. Over the past decade the former Labor
government did very little to address the flood risk, but
the wheel has now well and truly turned, and we must
focus our attention, skills and knowledge on devising
new and better ways of dealing with heavier and more
intense rainfall patterns. I ask the minister to look at the
Lake Eppalock situation in great detail with a view to
coming up with a strategy, or even a range of strategies,
to minimise disastrous flood surge effects. In doing so,
I commend the minister and the government on the
range and depth of flood recovery assistance packages
that have already been put in place.

Technical education: Sunbury site
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — The matter I raise is
for the attention of the Minister for Higher Education
and Skills. The action I seek is for the minister and this
government to commit to retaining the former Victoria
University Sunbury campus at Jacksons Hill for
education and training for the Sunbury and Macedon
Ranges corridor. This incredibly significant site is an
asset for Sunbury and the surrounding areas, and it is
critical that it remain in public hands as a site for the
provision of education and training.
Members may recall that Victoria University closed the
university campus at this site. During the last election
campaign the Brumby government committed
$20 million to build two new technical education
centres at Sunbury and Seymour as well as,
importantly, committing to maintaining this site for
educational purposes. The closure of the Victoria
University campus in Sunbury was a huge loss for our
region, and I opposed the decision by the university at
that time. Having a new technical education centre on
this site would be a great outcome. The sale of the site
requires the permission of the minister, and I ask the
minister to make a commitment to the people of the
electorate of Macedon that this new government will
not give that permission and that it will commit to
maintaining the site for continued use as a public
educational facility.
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I also ask the minister to honour the commitment made
by the previous government to provide a technical
education centre for Sunbury. Sunbury sits at the
southern end of the Macedon electorate and
traditionally residents came to Sunbury for the
provision of further education while the site was
operating as a university campus. Sunbury would be an
ideal location for the provision of further education for
those communities living along the Calder corridor, and
the old Victoria University site at Jacksons Hill would
be the ideal place for such a centre to be built. It would
meet the future needs of these growing communities
along the corridor.
I ask the minister to at this stage commit to not
allowing any future sale of that site in order to ensure
that it remains a public facility for further education. In
addition I ask that the government commit to building a
new trade education centre in Sunbury for the future
provision of technical education and training in the
electorate of Macedon for the communities along the
Calder corridor.

Man from Snowy River Bush Festival: funding
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) — I wish to raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events. The action I seek from the minister is a
financial commitment from the Baillieu government to
support the ongoing growth and success of the Man
from Snowy River Bush Festival.
The Man from Snowy River Bush Festival has shown
great growth over the course of the past decade and like
many other local festivals was born out of a desire of
local residents to showcase the unique history, assets
and entrepreneurship of north-eastern Victorian towns.
It was established in its current form in 1995 to
coincide with the celebrations of the centenary year of
Banjo Paterson’s poem The Man from Snowy River.
Since 1995 the festival has gone from strength to
strength. It celebrates bush folklore, skills and traditions
based around the bush icon Jack Riley and all he
represented.
The Man from Snowy River Bush Festival is held
annually in Corryong in the foothills of the Snowy
Mountains. Over 500 volunteers participate in the
weekend, and the event attracts approximately
10 000 visitors to the Upper Murray region. Last year
alone the festival saw a 23 per cent increase in ticket
sales, and it has been estimated that the Man from
Snowy River Bush Festival injects approximately
$4 million into the Upper Murray economy.
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The 2011 festival will undoubtedly be a special
occasion, particularly given that members of the
mountain community will be celebrating the Baillieu
government’s delivery of its election commitment to
return cattle to the high country.
The organisers of the event are keen to make several
long-term investments in facilities around Corryong to
ensure that the festival has a strong foundation for its
future. Projects such as improved facility fencing,
improvements to spectator viewing mounds and
improved access to toilets and amenities will
undoubtedly aid the growth of the festival in the
medium term.
The Man from Snowy River Bush Festival is a great
example of local communities getting together to
celebrate what is great about our part of Victoria. These
types of festivals ensure that our unique heritage is
preserved and enhanced going forward. Our local
festivals are catalysts for tourism growth, which is
vitally important for our small heritage towns. I again
ask the minister to support the ongoing development of
these festivals for the benefit of the Benambra
community.

Schools: Yan Yean electorate
Ms GREEN (Yan Yean) — I wish to raise a matter
for the attention of the Minister for Education, and the
action I seek is for him to match Labor’s pledge to
build a much-needed secondary college at Doreen so
that families in the growing suburbs of Doreen and
Mernda can have a local secondary school.
This week I was delighted to welcome the students at
the first assembly of the brand-new Mernda Primary
School, home to 260 students. This is the fifth school in
five years built by Labor in the Yan Yean electorate,
Victoria’s most populous electorate. This week I also
got to welcome 565 students and 14 new staff at the
two-year-old Laurimar Primary School’s first assembly
of the year. Next week I look forward to visiting
Doreen Primary School and inspecting the brand-new
classrooms at this beautiful rural school, which is now
home to 130 students.
However, parents who have children at these schools
and who live in the suburbs of Doreen, where I live,
and Mernda have been let down by the Baillieu Liberal
government because of its cancelling of a new Doreen
secondary college. Land has been purchased in Cookes
Road, and it should be built on and not lie idle.
Honourable members interjecting.
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Ms GREEN — I know my community would be
very upset by the laughter that is coming from the
government side of the chamber. This is not a laughing
matter. It is not a laughing matter that this large and
growing community has land set aside that is ready to
be built on, and building would have commenced in
this term, when it is needed. Instead, the only
commitment of a six-figure sum the Baillieu
government has made is $100 000 for a study. Doreen
and Mernda do not need a study; they need a secondary
college.
The site of the former Mernda Primary School lies idle
and is on the market, and the profits of this sale must be
used to meet educational needs in the area. Those
profits should not go towards funding this
government’s proposed cuts to education —
$338 million over the next four years, including
$36 million in the remainder of this financial year. This
significant cut to the education budget will hurt kids
and teachers in every classroom in Melbourne’s north.
Honourable members interjecting.
Ms GREEN — I do not think education and
providing good schools in Melbourne’s north are a
laughing matter. I was horrified by the arrogant and
divisive comments made by the Minister for Education
in this place on 21 December, when he said the
government would not upgrade Greensborough
College. My priority, and this government’s priority, is
to fulfil our election commitments. We are not here to
fulfil — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Planning: Sandringham development
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Planning.
The specific action I seek is the opportunity to lead a
small deputation to him to review planning processes
within the city of Bayside and to respond to a number
of concerns raised by residents regarding planning
processes in Bayside.
Members of the house may recall that under
Melbourne @ 5 Million — Labor’s one-size-fits-all
approach to planning — there was a proposal for an
11-storey structure to be built in Bay Road,
Sandringham. The proposal was also supported by the
planning department’s development facilitation unit,
which sought specifically to appear at the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal to speak in support
of the proposal, which was later amended to eight
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storeys. Amazingly the project was accelerated through
the planning process in record time, and three days of
hearing were set down before the state election.
There is a mistaken view in the local community that
Minister Guy had the power to intervene in relation to
this particular transaction, when under the planning
laws of this state it is understood that seven days notice
of a potential ministerial intervention must be given
before a hearing. As Mr Guy was not sworn in until
2 December 2010, it was not possible for him to
intervene in relation to this proceeding. It has been
suggested that it was within the power of the minister to
intervene and that accountability for the project is the
responsibility of the Baillieu government. It is very
important that the record be corrected to show, firstly,
that the project had the full support of the former Labor
government and its development facilitation unit and,
secondly, that by virtue of its accelerated hearing there
was no scope for there to be any ministerial
intervention in this case on the part of the current
planning minister.
A further misunderstanding has occurred in relation to
planning amendment VC71, which both the Greens and
the Labor Party failed to oppose in the last sitting weeks
of the last Parliament. This proposal provided for
multilevel, multistorey development along principal
public transport network routes. It is important to note
that Bay Road in Sandringham is one such route and
that one of the first actions of the current planning
minister was to overturn planning amendment VC71 by
way of planning amendment VC75. There is
importance in these matters being clarified for the
purposes of community debate.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.
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with the council over many years to implement it. A
community cabinet would give new ministers the
opportunity to be thoroughly briefed and to get up to
speed quickly so they can keep this project on time and
delivering not only for the Coburg and Moreland
communities but for the Victorian community.
Previous ministers have been well briefed on this
initiative. One of the advantages of having a change in
ministerial faces in the Victorian context is that the
public servants stay the same. Whilst some people may
lament — and I would be high on that list — that we
have new faces in the ministerial chairs, the fact is that
the public servants are the same and are well briefed.
They need to ensure that the new cabinet is brought on
board fairly quickly. Let us take advantage of one of the
joys of Australian parliamentary democracy — that is,
that whilst the ministers change, generally speaking the
public servants do not and are familiar with the
portfolio areas on which they are trying to brief the new
ministers.
Under the previous government the Department of
Transport was very involved with public transport and
roads, and we need a new public transport interchange
at this site. Discussions are under way in relation to the
Upfield rail line. Bell Street has to be widened, and this
needs to be set in train prior to building commencing.
We had discussions with the previous health minister in
relation to Merri Community Health Services, whose
site in Bell Street will be bulldozed in order to make
Bell Street wider. The private hospital in Moreland is
going to be rebuilt. Local government currently has
leases for around 50 years, which we want extended. It
is important for this $1 billion project to have a
community cabinet.

Annie Sage Child Care Centre: future
City of Moreland: community cabinet
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) — I appreciate the
opportunity to raise a matter for the attention of the
Premier. The action I seek is that the Premier hold a
community cabinet in Moreland this year, ideally early
this year.
A Moreland community cabinet is required to enable
members of cabinet to familiarise themselves with the
Coburg 2020 initiative. This is a $1 billion project on
land in the vicinity of Bell Street and Sydney Road in
Coburg, where 3300 new residents will be housed. I
raise the vital importance of a community cabinet in
order to continue the good work begun under the Labor
government where a range of ministers have been well
briefed on the project and have progressively worked

Mr BURGESS (Hastings) — Tonight I raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Local
Government. Specifically I seek the assistance of the
minister to obtain access to the consultant’s report
prepared for the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council
which was the basis for council’s decision to close the
Annie Sage Child Care Centre in Somerville. The
Annie Sage Child Care Centre comes under the
auspices of the Mornington Peninsula Shire Council.
Local parents were notified formally by the council in a
letter dated 6 January 2011 that the centre was to be
closed later this year. Within days of receiving the first
of a very large number of letters from parents
expressing their shock, dismay and bitter
disappointment at council’s decision, I met with Robin
Adams, manager, child, youth and family care, and Joe
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Cauchi, director, sustainable communities, at the
council. At that meeting Mr Adams indicated that the
decision to close the centre had been based on advice
received in a report from consultants.
I made it clear that I believe council’s attempt to shut
down this very important and respected child-care
centre is a serious mistake and that I would be helping
the community fight it in any way possible. I am
particularly critical of council’s complete failure to
consult with the parents who will be affected by this
closure. While council officers agreed to a belated
meeting with parents and eventually to delay closure
for six months, it was far too little, far too late. Without
any community consultation, not even with the major
stakeholder, how could council possibly make an
informed decision? For example, how could council
understand just how important it is to the families who
use the centre that the staff are able to walk the children
next door to the kindergarten? It is this aspect of the
centre that enables many parents to earn the living that
is so necessary for the financial survival of their
families.
Council officers claim to have based their
recommendation to council to close the centre on
recommendations contained in the consultant’s report.
However, I have reason to believe that the option of
closing the centre was just one of a number of options
put forward in the report. I therefore formally requested
a copy of the report. Council refused my request on the
basis of the report being commercial in confidence.
Council officers claim they decided to keep the
proposal to close the centre from the parents and
families who relied on it because they were concerned
that if parents found out, they may stop using the
centre. Both the logic of this reasoning and the principle
behind it seem to be flawed. Council has made a
decision that has significantly changed the
circumstances of a large number of families and could
leave them materially disadvantaged, yet it refuses to
submit to scrutiny the evidence upon which this
decision was made.
The community is very concerned that its council has
made a decision that may well have been based on
inadequate or flawed information and that there is no
forum or avenue to ascertain whether that is the case
and, if that is so, to revisit the decision. Other aspects of
the report may have provided a more positive outcome
for the community, which strongly supports the current
service being continued.
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Responses
Ms ASHER (Minister for Tourism and Major
Events) — The member for Benambra raised with me
the very important issue of government support for
regional tourism and, in this case, regional tourism
events. Over the last two months since we have been in
government he has written to me and approached me a
number of times requesting funding for the Man from
Snowy River Bush Festival, which is going to be held
in his electorate from 31 March to 3 April. I am fully
conscious of the member’s role in support of this bush
festival. I indicate to the member tonight that there will
be further consideration of his request, but in the first
instance I am pleased to advise that the festival will be
funded for $27 500. The festival provides a significant
tourism benefit to Corryong — —
Mr Wynne interjected.
Ms ASHER — It is exactly the same as last year
and in fact significantly more than on other occasions
under the previous government, so I would not have
made that interjection.
I am aware that this festival provides significant
tourism benefit to Corryong and, as the member would
know, the Baillieu government has a very firm
commitment, a solid commitment, to regional events
because of the economic generation capacity they have
for regional Victoria. In this case the Man from Snowy
River Bush Festival is an annual celebration of bush
folklore, skills and traditions using the icon Jack Riley,
the Man from Snowy River. As the member indicated
to the house, this will be a gathering of mountain riders,
poets, artists and lovers of the Victorian high country
who will all participate in this festival. But I impress on
the house that the reason for the government funding
events and festivals is for the tourism and economic
benefits that flow from them. As the member also
indicated, the festival attendances have been growing at
around, I am advised, 25 per cent annually and a
significant number of visitors are from Melbourne and
interstate. The festival itself has conducted a business
plan, and we look forward to supporting this festival
further.
The member raised with me the issue of infrastructure
funding in particular and I will, on top of the
announcement tonight, consider future funding for the
infrastructure projects the member outlined, such as
fencing, enlarged viewing areas and so on and so forth.
I am fully aware that an application for this has also
been lodged elsewhere in government. I understand the
need to support the member in this, but in the first
instance tonight I am able to indicate that because of the
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economic benefits of this festival and his rigorous
pursuit of support for the event there will be an amount
of $27 500 granted to the festival.
Mr WALSH (Minister for Water) — The member
for Rodney raised an issue with me concerning the
floods in Rochester on 15 January and the operation of
Lake Eppalock as a storage on the upper Campaspe
River. In responding to the member for Rodney, the
issue with the Campaspe Reservoir is that it is an
ungated storage in that it does not have gates to release
water in high volumes in the case of wanting to make
major releases before a flood event. The only gated
storages in Victoria are Eildon, Cairn Curran and
Hume. Eppalock is an ungated storage. The outlet pipe
at Eppalock has a capacity of approximately
1000 megalitres per day. As I understand it, in the there
was something like 8500 megalitres going over the
spillway, but during the peak there were inflows into it
of 22 500 megalitres, so the capacity of the lake
absorbed some of the flood flows in this recent event.
The member for Rodney raised the issue of how it is
managed and how it may be managed differently to
decrease the flood risk for Rochester. The member for
Rodney would take heart in the announcement by the
Premier today about the appointment of Neil Comrie,
AO, APM, a former Chief Commissioner of Police in
Victoria, to conduct a review of the floods we have had
recently and the management of those floods, especially
around the adequacy of flood predictions and flood
modelling and the timeliness and effectiveness of
warnings and public information. I encourage the
member for Rodney and the people of Rochester to
contribute to the inquiry run by Mr Comrie so that
Mr Comrie can identify any changes that may be
needed.
I inform the member for Rodney that following the
recent floods Goulburn-Murray Water in the
management of its channels and other storages and as
part of normal operations will be reviewing the
operating rules around these particular storages for any
lessons that may be learnt from these events.
Mrs POWELL (Minister for Local Government) —
The member for Hastings raised with me his strong
concerns about the proposed closure of the Annie Sage
Child Care Centre in Somerville. The member has also
written to me outlining his concerns about the closure.
The centre provides 45 long day care places and, as the
member confirmed, is operated by the Mornington
Peninsula Shire Council. I am informed that the council
has decided to postpone the closure of the facility from
30 June until 31 December 2011.
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I strongly support the autonomy of councils in making
decisions about how to best manage their own budgets
and provide services to their local communities.
Hopefully councils make those decisions in the best
interests of their communities.
I am advised that in this case the council determined
that the centre was running at a significant deficit and
was no longer needed because of the availability of
surplus places in Somerville. I understand that there are
now three commercial child-care centres operating in
the Somerville area. The decision to close the centre
was taken in December 2010 following consideration
by the council of an independent consultant’s report. I
understand that the council held a community meeting
in late January to listen to the views of parents and to
hear of their concerns about keeping the centre open.
My understanding is that the member for Hastings was
at that meeting to support the parents in his community.
This meeting was held to inform parents of the
council’s decision to extend the closure date to
31 December 2011, which will provide time for parents
to make other arrangements. This motion was moved
by Cr Anne Shaw. While I am not in a position to force
the council to release the consultant’s report, I
understand that at the community meeting on
20 January this year a firm commitment was made by
the council that it would assess the consultant’s report
with a view to making it available to parents either in
full or in part. That will enable parents to know what
the consultant recommended and why they made those
recommendations.
The report is currently not a public document as it was
considered in confidence at a closed meeting of the
council; therefore it is up to the council whether it
makes the report available to the parents. The parents
would want to see the consultant’s report in order to
determine why the decision was made to close the
centre and whether there were other opportunities
available to them, as the member has suggested.
I congratulate the member for Hastings for his strong
commitment to his community and his passion for and
continued interest in the families in his community. I
hope a positive outcome can be found for the parents
and children.
Mr Wynne — What a ridiculous adjournment.
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) —
Settle down, Dick.
Honourable members interjecting.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The member
for Richmond will cease interjecting in that manner.
Mr McINTOSH — The member for Williamstown
raised a matter for the Minister for Education asking the
minister to conduct an urgent review of the situation of
a young autistic child who is seeking to secure
education in that area. I am sure all members have had
experience in their own electorates of the difficulty of
securing appropriate educative outcomes for autistic
children. Certainly over the last 11 years I have had to
deal with that as well, so I have a lot of empathy with
the member for Williamstown. I will certainly take that
up and provide the Minister for Education with this
information and ask him to respond urgently in relation
to the matter.
The member for Mornington raised a matter for the
Minister for Planning asking him to initiate an
amendment to the Mornington planning scheme to
ensure the urgent protection of the Mount Eliza
woodlands. I certainly am aware of the commitment of
the member for Mornington and also the fact that this
request has been floating around in a former minister’s
office for some 26 months, which is unfortunate.
Certainly I will take it up with the Minister for Planning
and ask him to respond to this urgent request of the
member for Mornington.
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Mr McINTOSH — She cannot even stay in the
chamber to listen to that response.
Mr Nardella interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The member
for Melton will cease interjecting.
Mr Hodgett interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The member
for Kilsyth should not contribute in that way.
Mr McINTOSH — The member for Sandringham
asked for a matter to be directed to the Minister for
Planning in relation to the opportunity of leading a
delegation to look at the planning processes and
schemes in Bayside. I will pass that on to the Minister
for Planning.
The member for Pascoe Vale raised a matter for the
Premier in relation to a community cabinet meeting to
be held in Moreland to discuss the Coburg 2020
initiative, and I will ask the Premier to respond to that
particular matter.

The member for Yuroke asked the Minister for Health
to scrap the car parking fees at Craigieburn Health
Service. I will pass that on to the Minister for Health
and ask him to respond to that particular matter.

Finally, the member for Yan Yean raised a matter for
the Minister for Education. After a little more than two
months the member is asking the minister to pledge to
build the Doreen secondary college in her electorate. It
is regrettable that after 11 years of Labor administration
apparently the former government could not even
tender it. Indeed the member for Yan Yean has got a
long list of form in relation to this matter — —

The member for Macedon raised apparently such an
important matter that she is not even in the house to
deal with the matter. She is obviously not that interested
in relation to the particular matter.

Ms Green — On a point of order, Deputy Speaker,
the minister has made an offensive remark — a remark
that I take offence to in relation to my
contribution — —

Mr Nardella interjected.
Mr McINTOSH — Having said that the member
for Macedon is not in the chamber, I indicate that she
raised a matter for the Minister for Higher Education
and Skills in relation to the old Victoria University site,
and I will pass that on to the minister. The Minister for
Higher Education and Skills is a member of the upper
house and indeed cannot be in this chamber, unlike the
member for Macedon, who is not in the chamber after
raising apparently such an important matter — —
Mr Nardella interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The member
for Melton!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I ask the
member for Yan Yean to sit down. The member for
Yan Yean has taken offence. I ask the Minister for
Corrections to withdraw the remark.
Mr McINTOSH — I withdraw whatever offensive
remark I made.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! Does the
member for Yan Yean have a further point of order?
Ms Green — No.
Mr McINTOSH — As I said, it is a matter that
absolutely amazes and staggers me that after 11 years in
which to build the Doreen secondary college the
member for Yan Yean wants the Baillieu government
to do it in two and a half months. We may be good, but
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we are not that good. But wait, it may be that we are
that good. I do not know. If that is offensive, I am sorry,
but so should she be!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house
stands adjourned.
House adjourned 11.04 p.m.
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Wednesday, 9 February 2011
The SPEAKER (Hon. Ken Smith) took the chair at
9.35 a.m. and read the prayer.

PETITIONS
Following petitions presented to house:

Floods: Creswick and Clunes
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of residents of the Creswick and Clunes district,
Hepburn shire in the state of Victoria, draws to the attention
of the house the damaging floods sustained by the towns of
Creswick and Clunes in September 2010 and January 2011.
The consequences are financial hardship, loss of property,
delayed recovery and anxiety about it happening again. These
two communities cannot sustain another flood event.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria ensure that statutory bodies and
Victorian government departments take immediate action or
cause immediate action to be taken to remove debris,
obstructions and silt build-up in the waterways flowing into
and through both towns.
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pedestrian crossing in Frankston-Flinders Road, Bittern,
adjacent to the Bittern general store and railway station.
We, the undersigned concerned citizens of Victoria, therefore
ask the Legislative Assembly of Victoria to request the
Victorian government to instruct VicRoads to urgently install
a pedestrian crossing in Frankston-Flinders Road, Bittern,
adjacent to the Bittern general store and railway station.

By Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (233 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petitions presented by honourable
member for Hastings be considered next day on
motion of Mr BURGESS (Hastings).

CHILDREN’S COURT OF VICTORIA
Report 2009–10
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) presented report
by command of the Governor.
Tabled.

DOCUMENTS

By Mr HOWARD (Ballarat East) (1216 signatures).

Eastbourne Road, Rosebud West: traffic lights
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
The petition of the people of Victoria draws to the attention of
the house that Eastbourne Road, Rosebud West, carries a
huge amount of local traffic as well as the bulk of the traffic
to and from the Mornington Peninsula Freeway. The Village
Glen houses approximately 800 people and its entrance is also
adjacent to a caravan park on Eastbourne Road, Rosebud
West.
There are currently pedestrian lights across Eastbourne Road,
close by the intersection. These lights can be activated by
traffic build-up in the Village Glen entrance/exit to
Eastbourne Road.
The current arrangements are confusing, lack good sightlines
and are not coping with an ever-increasing traffic volume. A
recent fatality at this site has proven this.
The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria as a matter of urgency install traffic
lights at the entry/exit of the Village Glen on 335 Eastbourne
Road, Rosebud West.

By Mr BURGESS (Hastings) (220 signatures).

Frankston-Flinders Road, Bittern: pedestrian
crossing
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:
We, the undersigned citizens of Victoria, draw to the attention
of the house community safety concerns with the lack of a

Tabled by Clerk:
Auditor-General:
Acquittal Report: Results of 2009–10 Audits (five
documents) — Ordered to be printed.
Construction of Police Stations and Courthouses —
Ordered to be printed.
Effectiveness of Victims of Crime Programs — Ordered
to be printed.
Motorcycle and Scooter Safety Programs — Ordered to
be printed.
Ombudsman — Whistleblowers Protection Act 2001:
Investigation into the failure of agencies to manage registered
sex offenders — Ordered to be printed.

The following proclamations fixing operative dates
were tabled by the Clerk in accordance with an order of
the House dated 8 February 2011:
Civil Procedure Act 2010 — Whole Act — 1 January 2011
(Gazette G41, 14 October 2010)
Confiscation Amendment Act 2010 — Part 1, ss 4(1), 4(3), 5,
7, 14(1), 14(3), 15, 20, 21, 22, 23, 28, 30, 32, 33, and Part 4
(except ss 70(1), 70(2) and 70(3)) — 1 November 2010
(Gazette G43, 28 October 2010)
Consumer Affairs Legislation Amendment Act 2010 —
Remaining provisions of Part 3 and ss 42, 44, 52, 53, 62, 64
to 67, 71, 72 and 74 and the Schedule — 1 November 2010;
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s 60 — 1 December 2010; remaining provisions of Part 5
(except ss 33 and 36) 1 January 2011 — (Gazette G41,
14 October 2010); Sections 68 to 70 and 107 — 1 January
2011 (Gazette S502, 20 December 2010)
Consumer Affairs Legislation Amendment (Reform) Act
2010 — Part 3, Part 5 (except ss 35(1)(c), 36, 38 to 40, 46,
47(2) and 47(3)), Part 6 (except s 55), s 58, Part 8 (except
ss 63 and 64), Part 9 (except ss 70, 71 and 72(2)), Part 11 and
s 76 — 1 November 2010; ss 46, 77(3), 79 and 80 —
1 January 2011 (Gazette G41, 14 October 2010); section
70 — 1 January 2011 (Gazette S502, 20 December 2010)
Education and Care Services National Law Act 2010 —
Part 1, ss 4, 5, 6 and 8, and Part 3 (except s 17) and the
Schedule except the following provisions of the National Law
set out in that Schedule — Parts 2 to 9, s 229, Part 12,
Divisions 1 to 5 of Part 13, ss 271, 272, 279, 280, Division 3
of Part 14, ss 285 to 288, s 289(3) and (4), ss 290 to 292,
Divisions 5 to 7 of Part 14, Divisions 1 and 2 of Part 15,
ss 322 and 323 and Schedule 2 — 1 January 2011 (Gazette
S502, 20 December 2010)
Energy and Resources Legislation Amendment Act 2010 —
Parts 1, 2 and 4 to 9 (except s 85) — 14 October 2010; Part 3
(except s 36) — 21 October 2010 (Gazette G41, 14 October
2010)
Fair Trading Amendment (Australian Consumer Law) Act
2010 — Whole Act — 1 January 2011 (Gazette S502,
20 December 2010)
Firearms and Other Acts Amendment Act 2010 — Part 1,
ss 3(1) (except paragraphs (a) and (c)), 4, 17, 19, 21, 23, 28
and Parts 4 to 6 — 1 November 2010 (Gazette G43,
28 October 2010)
Gambling Regulation Amendment (Licensing) Act 2010 —
Section 20 — 1 January 2011 (Gazette G42, 21 October
2010)
Gambling Regulation Further Amendment Act 2009 —
Sections 4(3), 19(1) and 121 — 19 October 2010; ss 12 to 16,
21 to 24 and 108 to 110 — 1 January 2011 (Gazette S424,
19 October 2010)
Justice Legislation Amendment Act 2010 — Remaining
provisions (except ss 9, 13, 16, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 25, 26 and
27) — 1 January 2011 (Gazette G43, 28 October 2010)
Justice Legislation Further Amendment Act 2010 — Part 8
(except ss 36, 38(3) and (4) and 42 to 44) — 12 October 2010
(Gazette S415, 12 October 2010); Part 7 — 28 October 2010;
Divisions 3 and 7 of Part 5, Part 10 — 1 November 2010
(Gazette G42, 21 October 2010); Divisions 2 and 8 of Part
5 — 28 October 2010; Part 4, Division 1 of Part 5 —
1 January 2011 (Gazette G43, 28 October 2010)
Liquor Control Reform Amendment Act 2010 — Sections 1,
2, 3, 4(3), 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 20, 21(1), 22, 23, 24, 25, 26,
27 and 29 — 1 November 2010; remaining provisions —
1 January 2011 (Gazette G40, 7 October 2010)
Mineral Resources Amendment (Sustainable Development)
Act 2010 — Part 1, ss 37, 41, 42 and 51 and Parts 4 and 5 —
14 October 2010 (Gazette G41, 14 October 2010)
Occupational Licensing National Law Act 2010 — Part 1,
Part 2 (except s 6) and Part 3 and the Schedule except the
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following provisions of the National Law set out in that
Schedule — Parts 2 to 5, ss 99(3)(g), 99(3)(h) and 99(3)(i),
Division 1 of Part 8, s 137, Division 3 of Part 8, Division 2 of
Part 9, ss 150 and 153 and Division 5 of Part 9 — 1 January
2011 (Gazette S502, 20 December 2010)
Personal Safety Intervention Orders Act 2010 — Part 1, and
Division 1 of Part 14, and ss 222, 223 and 224 —
1 December 2010 (Gazette G41, 14 October 2010)
Primary Industries Legislation Amendment Act 2009 —
Sections 9, 10 and 18 — 1 October 2010 (Gazette S398,
30 September 2010)
Road Legislation Miscellaneous Amendments Act 2010 —
Whole Act (except ss 5, 14, 21, 23 and 24(3)) — 1 November
2010; s 24(3) — 25 October 2010; ss 14 and 21 —
12 December 2010 (Gazette G42, 21 October 2010)
Transport Accident and Accident Compensation Legislation
Amendment Act 2010 — Sections 21, 22, 23, 50, 51, 80, 81,
82, 83 and 84 — 1 November 2010 (Gazette G43, 28 October
2010)
Transport Legislation Amendment (Hoon Boating and Other
Amendments) Act 2009 — Sections 3, 10, 12 to 14 and
Part 4 — 1 November 2010; s 20(5) and s 22(4) — 31
December 2010 (Gazette G42, 21 October 2010)
Water Amendment (Victorian Environment Water Holder)
Act 2010 — Sections 1, 2, 9 to 12 and 24 to 27 — 28 October
2010 (Gazette G43, 28 October 2010).

ACTING SPEAKERS
The SPEAKER tabled warrant nominating Liz
Beattie, Gary Blackwood, Neale Burgess, Telmo
Languiller, David Morris, Don Nardella, Russell
Northe, Bill Sykes, Murray Thompson, Bill Tilley,
Heidi Victoria and Paul Weller to preside as acting
speakers whenever requested to do so by the
Speaker or Deputy Speaker.
The SPEAKER — Order! I have had discussions
with a number of members of the chamber about taking
on this responsible position. Those discussions will
continue, and we may add to the list at a later stage. I
thank members who have taken up a position. It will be
important to them and will help with the running of the
house, particularly given the sometimes long sitting
hours.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment
Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Ports) — I move:
That the house, at its rising, adjourn until Thursday,
10 February, at 9.30 a.m.

Motion agreed to.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Wednesday, 9 February 2011

ASSEMBLY

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
South-West Coast electorate: community
events
Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Ports) — I wish to
highlight a number of important community events
across the South-West Coast over the next few weeks.
The coming weekend will see hundreds of
Warrnambool district residents working as teams to
raise funds to work towards a cancer-free world at the
Warrnambool Relay for Life.
On the evening of 18 February I will again be proud to
launch the 10th Shire of Glenelg Relay for Life in
Portland. Hundreds of people will participate in this
great community and fundraising event.
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customer service and improve security from first train
to last.
I was disturbed to read reports that the Baillieu
government plans not to proceed with this upgrade.
Further to that, the Minister for Public Transport gave
assurances to the Public Transport Users Association
prior to the state election that a coalition government
would proceed with that upgrade. This is yet another
promise broken by the Baillieu government. Yesterday
the Minister for Public Transport confirmed this during
question time. This is a government that promises one
thing and does another. I call upon the government to
proceed with investing in Melbourne’s western suburbs
and to upgrade the Hoppers Crossing railway station.

Floods: local government response

On the weekend of 19 and 20 February the rural
community of Kirkstall will proudly celebrate
150 years of European settlement. The following
weekend their neighbours in the township and district
of Hawkesdale will celebrate their 150th.

Mrs POWELL (Minister for Local Government) —
I would like to congratulate and pay tribute to local
councils and the role they play in emergency and
recovery management when disasters happen in their
communities.

This coming Saturday the very popular and terrific
annual Tyrendarra show will be held. After attending
this show I will be opening the new Warrnambool clay
target facilities and joining the wonderful Wunta
festival activities in Warrnambool.

During the flood crisis almost 100 towns and
27 municipalities were affected. Councillors and
council officers have spent many hours making sure
that their communities remain safe and that relief
centres and recovery centres are available for their
communities if they are needed. Some of these councils
have had to deal with more than 10 years of drought,
Black Saturday bushfires and floods. Some were
flooded in September, November, December and
January.

I take this opportunity also to invite all members to join
the nearly 10 000 people expected to flock to Heywood
on Saturday, 26 February, for its annual extravaganza,
the Heywood Wood Wine and Roses Festival, which is
a magnificent festival well worth attending.
I also acknowledge the magnificent Make a Wish
Foundation of Australia fundraising event held in
Portland last Saturday evening. I am very proud to live
in and represent a great area where these diverse and
exciting events run by enthusiastic community
volunteers take place each and every weekend.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Rail: Hoppers Crossing station
Ms HENNESSY (Altona) — I rise today to implore
the Baillieu government to proceed with plans to
upgrade the Hoppers Crossing railway station. The
Baillieu government claimed that it would govern for
all Victorians, but it seems this government does not
consider the western suburbs of Melbourne to be part of
Victoria. The former state government had committed
to upgrade Hoppers Crossing railway station, provide

My department and the Municipal Association of
Victoria are in constant contact with these councils,
some of which are small rural councils with large
geographic areas and very small rate bases. Many of
them are having cash flow problems.
The Premier announced a $5 million local government
clean-up fund to move flood-damaged goods from
homes and businesses to landfill. The government also
waived the landfill levy. One hundred thousand dollars
of the clean-up fund was sent immediately to the bank
accounts of the 14 worst-hit councils. As well letters
have been sent to the other councils offering support. I
have spoken to the majority of the 14 mayors and they
are very grateful for the support from this government.
On behalf of the government I also wrote to the federal
Minister for Regional Australia, Regional Development
and Local Government, Simon Crean, asking that the
federal assistance grants be brought forward, and he has
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agreed. We are now writing to the minister again,
asking that the next round of grants be brought forward.

Pride March Victoria
Mr FOLEY (Albert Park) — The annual Pride
March Victoria celebrating the unity and diversity of
Victoria’s gay, lesbian, bisexual, transsexual and
intersex communities (GLBTI) was held in St Kilda on
Sunday, 6 February. Thousands of Victorians from all
walks of life were either marching or cheering in
celebrating the diversity of the GLBTI communities
that exist right across this state. It was pleasing to see
that all the parties represented in this Parliament, with
the exception of The Nationals, were represented at the
march. Equally pleasing was the address by the Leader
of the Opposition, marking for the first time a
contribution by the leader of a major political party to
this crowd. It was an honour to join with others from
the state parliamentary Labor Party and the Rainbow
Labor Network Victoria to participate yet again in this
march. Equally welcome were the representatives from
police, emergency services, schools, community
groups, churches, cultural groups and all those who
support the notion that sexual preference and one’s
position on the spectrum of gender identity should not
be the basis of discrimination and disadvantage.
Pride March Victoria is more than just a celebration; it
is a call for change. It is a statement to the broader
community that GLBTI fellow citizens still suffer
discrimination and harassment, that their rights are still
not secure, that their families are not fully recognised
and that their relationships are not considered as
legitimate as others. The political theme of the march in
2011 can be best summarised by the demand of moving
beyond tolerance to acceptance. This is a process that I
am sure all those across the Parliament will support.

George Lekakis
Mr KOTSIRAS (Minister for Multicultural Affairs
and Citizenship) — I wish to put on the record my
appreciation to George Lekakis for his services to
multicultural affairs in this state. After more than nine
years as chair of the Victorian Multicultural
Commission Mr Lekakis has taken up a position with
the Department of Business and Innovation as the
executive director of the International Student
Experience.
As the longest serving chair of the VMC, Mr Lekakis
can be proud of his passionate commitment to engage
with Victoria’s diverse cultural, linguistic and religious
communities. Since 2001 Mr Lekakis has overseen a
number of programs and events, including Cultural
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Diversity Week, the Viva Victoria festival, the awards
for excellence, the Victorian Refugee Recognition
Record and, more recently, the International Student
Care Service. Most importantly, his experience and
skills will be well utilised as he now focuses on one of
Victoria’s largest export industries, that of international
education.

Multiculturalism: benefits
Mr KOTSIRAS — On another matter, much has
been said in the media in recent days about
multiculturalism. While I welcome the debate, I
disagree with the criticism. Multiculturalism in Victoria
has been a success story. It has been good for Victoria,
and it has been good for Australia. Australia’s
multiculturalism is unique and reflects the reality of the
diversity of our society. Australia’s cultural diversity
ensures people are free to share and celebrate their
cultures and traditions, while being united by their
commitment to our nation.

Buses: Gowanbrae
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) — Congratulations
to Diyath and Thenuka Pathmaperuma, who are regular
users of the route 490 Airport West to Gowanbrae bus
service. Their proactive work has assisted many people,
particularly students in their area, to use that
Gowanbrae bus. This at-call bus service was introduced
by the Labor government, and Diyath and Thenuka
requested that there be some minor timetable changes
that allowed a 30-minute turnaround time. After they
raised this issue with me late last year, I communicated
with the minister. The kids at that bus stop are now able
to get home safely and quickly as a result of a minor
timetable change. I thank the bus company,
Tullamarine Bus Lines, for its work and also the
Department of Transport, which has enabled this to
occur. The kids will not be sweating at the bus stop.
Mr Mulder interjected.
Ms CAMPBELL — I have already said that. The
kids are not going to be sweating and hot in summer at
the bus stop and wet and cold in winter. A small change
has enabled them to get home quicker and safer.

Youth Projects: award
Ms CAMPBELL — Congratulations also to Youth
Projects in Glenroy and the board of directors,
comprising Melanie Raymond, Onofrio Desirio,
Monica Gould and Bruce Riseley, who were awarded
the prestigious 2010 Melbourne Award.
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Floods: Somerville community support
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) — An Australian flood
disaster prayer service was held in Somerville on
Sunday, 30 January. The service provided an
opportunity for the local community to gather together
in prayer and reflect on those people who tragically
have been affected by recent flood events. Prayers and
messages of support were offered for the victims and
the survivors of the floods in Queensland, Victoria and
other areas in Australia.
I would like to pay tribute to the hundreds if not
thousands of people locally, across Australia and
around the world who generously gave their assistance,
money, thoughts and prayers to help out Australians in
their hour of need. In particular, I would like to
acknowledge the contribution of two Somerville
volunteers, Mr David Lloyd and Mr John Punter, who
donated a week of their time to travel to Horsham to
offer their services as qualified electricians. Their
generous donation of time and expertise to help
Australians badly affected by the floods is just the latest
in a very long series of acts of humanity and
compassion. I would also like to thank Acting Pastor
Claudia Mauracher and St Andrew’s Anglican Church
in Somerville for bringing the community together in
prayer and raising much-needed funds for flood
victims.

Dame Elisabeth Murdoch
Mr BURGESS — I would also like to convey the
very best wishes of my community to Dame Elisabeth
Murdoch on the occasion of her 102nd birthday, which
occurred yesterday, 8 February. We wish Dame
Elisabeth the best of health and happiness. She is a fine
Australian, and the community is much better for her
place in it.

Arda Duck
Mr EREN (Lara) — It is with deep regret that I
inform the house of the loss of an esteemed colleague
and friend, Arda Duck. Arda passed away suddenly on
31 January from a heart attack. She was the much-loved
wife of Paul and devoted mother of Tom, Martin and
Claire. Her sudden death has had a devastating effect
not only on Corio and Norlane but also on the wider
Geelong community. Arda was a colleague of mine
through the Corio Norlane Development Advisory
Board. We worked on many projects together,
including the Corio Norlane education regeneration
project. Being the project director, she was one of the
main driving forces behind this great project.
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Arda was also the principal at Corio Bay Senior
College and was successful in attracting funding from
the federal government for a trade training centre at a
cost of $11 million. She also represented the region
with a number of education and community groups.
Arda was really an integral part of the northern suburbs.
Her passion was education in the north and her work
was something for which we are all thankful. Her death
has touched many people and the large crowd at her
funeral was evidence of how much she was loved,
admired and respected. There were many people from
all walks of life there, paying their respects to an
inspirational woman who was so committed to and
cared so much about the northern suburbs of Geelong
and the good people who live within them.
Arda, you will be missed. I will do all that I can to fight
for more funding to continue the education regeneration
project, and I will lobby the new government
relentlessly, as you did with me and my government, so
that your legacy will live on forever. My sincere
condolences to all who knew and loved Arda Duck,
particularly her family.

Floods: Mildura electorate
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — On Friday, 4 February, and
the morning of Saturday, 5 February, Mildura received
between 180 millimetres and 250 millimetres of rain.
Mildura’s average annual rainfall is 276 millimetres.
This resulted in urban and rural flash flooding. It is my
estimate that well over 200 homes have been affected
and up to 50 businesses. The army is currently going
from door to door identifying affected homes and
assessing the damage to those homes. In the rural areas,
vineyards and orchards are inundated, and crops ready
for harvest are damaged and some are rotting. Local
roads are flooded everywhere, and some families are
isolated. The communities of Red Cliffs, Sunnycliffs
and Cardross are the hardest hit as well as Irymple.
I would like to pay tribute to all those involved in the
emergency responses and the relief and recovery
efforts, most of whom are volunteers. I also
acknowledge the kindness and generosity of the citizens
of Mildura. Most families whose homes were flooded
have found temporary accommodation with family and
friends. So many houses have been flooded, but many
more were saved by furious sandbagging; thousands of
sandbags were filled, transported and laid. The waters
will take a long time to clear from some urban pockets
and the rural areas. The impact on businesses and
primary producers, particularly grape growers, is still to
be counted, but Mildura will recover. We are
Australians and that is what we do. The coalition relief
and recovery package is a good one, and I urge the
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people of Mildura, some 1200 of whom have come to
the recovery centre — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired.

Casey-Cardinia specialist school: community
consultation
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — The Bracks
and Brumby Labor governments adopted a very
sensible approach when it came to planning for a new
school. We consulted with the community prior to
designing the new school. We did this because we
believe in community ownership of our schools and the
need for our schools to reflect the wishes of local
parents and students. This is true of all nine schools that
Labor built in my electorate. But while we believe in
community consultation, the new Baillieu government
believes in hollow pledges and broken promises.
Already we are seeing cuts to the education budget.
After Labor promised to build a new special school for
Casey and Cardinia families, the Liberal Party decided
to get on board and promised $10 million for a special
school on a 3 to 4-hectare site and possibly to have it
opened by 2012. People clapped at the public meeting
that I also attended. There are many questions that this
promise raises. How can a dollar figure be put on a new
school when the community has not yet been fully
consulted on the detail and design of the school? Does
the community want a prep–12 school? Does the
community want a gymnasium, a hydrotherapy pool, a
kitchen garden or a technology centre? These are some
of the questions that only proper community
consultation can answer. Given that $10 million is the
approximate cost of building a standard primary school,
is it sufficient to build a special school on a 4-hectare
site?
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emergency services and the community have rallied
together. Chelsea SES volunteer members Alan
Crompton, Steve Wall and Aaron Blamey, along with
deputy controller of operations Dean Hard and unit
controller Ron Fitch, were deployed to northern
Victoria to assist with the floods.
Last weekend Chelsea SES volunteers received in
excess of 150 calls for assistance from residents
affected by the deluge of rain as the tail of Cyclone
Yasi swept through the Carrum electorate and beyond.
Chelsea Pony Club had all its horses standing in
waist-deep water. The normally calm Patterson River
was running like whitewater rapids; many local
residents watched as it stretched its boundaries, coming
close to their homes. Sewerage and stormwater pumps
failed as they became overwhelmed by the sheer
volume of water as a result of blocked drains.
I applaud long-time SES volunteer Phil Wall, who
along with John Wells has organised a gala concert to
be held at the Drum Theatre in Dandenong on
20 February to raise much-needed funds for the victims
of the Victorian and Queensland floods.

George Lekakis
Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — I rise today to sincerely
praise the work of the former Victorian Multicultural
Commission chairperson, George Lekakis, AO. George
was the longest serving chair of the VMC, having
served from 2001 to 2010. Prior to that role he was
deputy chair of the Ethnic Communities Council of
Victoria. George has overseen the expansion of the
VMC and was a key driver of the Multicultural Victoria
Act 2004. The community grants program and the
cultural precincts are a testament to George’s advocacy
and imagination.

State Emergency Service: Chelsea unit

George was a champion for our multicultural
communities and is much loved by them. George was
particularly concerned for the ageing multicultural
community, as he has experienced firsthand the
isolation and depression felt by many in this sector.
George also chaired the Police and Community
Multicultural Advisory Committee and worked closely
with Victoria Police to establish sound community
relationships.

Mrs BAUER (Carrum) — I would like to bring to
the attention of the house the efforts of our local State
Emergency Service volunteers with Chelsea SES. We
heard the Premier and Deputy Premier speak yesterday
about the Victorian floods and the devastation that has
been caused across the state. In recent weeks I have
been impressed to see the ways in which local

As a man of the highest principles, if George saw a
wrong he immediately set about righting it. George first
became involved in multicultural affairs at his
workplace when a woman speaking her mother tongue
was ordered to stop talking ‘gibberish’. His work was
recognised last year when he was awarded a Medal of
the Order of Australia for his services to

There are many questions that need to be answered.
The families of Casey and Cardinia need a new special
school; outstanding parents got together and lobbied the
government to have this need made a priority. I call on
the minister to start making detailed plans for
community consultation.
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multiculturalism. At a time when our multicultural
community is under attack from elements within the
federal Liberal Party we need champions like George.

Ashburton: street festival
Mr WATT (Burwood) — On 27 February the
Ashburton traders will hold their annual festival on
High Street. The festival is growing in popularity, with
great support from traders, residents and community
groups, including schools such as Solway Primary
School, Ashburton Primary School, Glen Iris Primary
School, St Michael’s Parish Primary School, and
sporting clubs such as St Mary’s Salesians, Camberwell
Lacrosse Club, Ashburton Willows Cricket Club,
Ashburton Soccer Club and the Ashburton Redbacks.
Support also comes from groups such as the Burwood
Liberals, Neighbourhood Watch — which those on the
other side of the house did their best to close down —
Boroondara Gardiners Creek Lions Club, Estrella
Preschool, Rowen Street Kindergarten, the Craig
Family Centre, Highgate Grove Childcare Centre,
Ashburton Community Centre, 1st Ashburton Scouts,
Ashburton Support Services and many more.
I encourage any community group that has not yet
decided to attend to contact the organiser, Liz Webb, or
the president of the Ashburton Traders Association,
Scott Vickery, to get a stand. It is great day that is
enjoyed by the whole community, and I invite all
members of Parliament to pop in for a visit.

Rotary Club of Box Hill: flood donation
Mr WATT — Recently I met with Peter Cummins,
president of Box Hill Rotary Club, who informed me
that when the Whitehorse cluster of Rotary clubs hold
their regular farmers market this Sunday, they will be
donating the proceeds to those affected by the recent
Victorian and Queensland floods. I commend the
Whitehorse cluster of Rotary clubs for their generosity
and encourage people to drop in.

Whatmough Park, Greensborough: Ray
Money Pavilion
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — On the night of
Saturday, 29 January this year, I had the privilege of
joining over 200 past and present players, family
members and club officials from Riverside Cricket
Club to celebrate the grand reopening of the Ray
Money Pavilion. The opening night was a fantastic
success, and I would like to say a special thankyou to
Riverside Cricket Club and the committee for their
work in pulling it all together. Special thanks also to
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Paul Money for giving an excellent speech on the night
highlighting his father’s involvement in the club.
The Riverside Cricket Club was founded in 1946 by a
group of parishioners of what is now St Mary’s,
Greensborough. Today the club is based in Whatmough
Park in Greensborough, and it shares its facilities with
St Mary’s junior football club during the off season.
The redevelopment of the pavilion was made possible
with $400 000 from both clubs, $400 000 from Banyule
City Council and $250 000 from the previous Brumby
government. There was also $50 000 from AFL
Victoria.
The pavilion redevelopment was a collaborative effort
between the two clubs, and I would like to commend
the work of Nick Elks, Mathew Flemming, David
Hyland, Paul Bohan and Marty Anderson from the
Riverside Cricket Club, and also Sam Gioffre, Phil
Catenazzi and Tom Chapman from the St Mary’s junior
football club. All of these people put a great deal of
effort into the oversight of the project. In particular, Phil
Catenazzi and David Hyland deserve a special mention
for each volunteering many hours to ensure that the
project progressed with both of the clubs’ interests at
heart. Thanks also to Banyule City Council staff,
Alison Beckwith, Paul Bruhn and Frank Salamone for
their diligent work.

Mark and Sue Whitby
Mr SHAW (Frankston) — Congratulations to Mark
and Sue Whitby, the 2011 Australia Day Frankston
City Citizens of the Year, who were recognised at a
ceremony held at the Frankston RSL in which
40 people became Australian citizens. Besides Mark
being the pastor at Jubilee Christian Fellowship, he and
his wife, Sue, run City Life, which helps those who are
vulnerable and lonely in society, the homeless and the
poor, and offers them a hearty meal and safe
surroundings, with friendly volunteers on hand to
support them, whether that is praying for them, being a
friend or serving in the kitchen about 9000 meals a
month.
I visited their Christmas Day lunch, which attracts over
400 guests, who each received a treasured gift and a
delicious lunch, all served by a multitude of volunteers
who had given up part of their day to help people in our
community. Whilst there I asked a gentleman if he had
any family, and he stated, ‘This is my family’, with his
arms spread out across those many diners. City Life is
self-sufficient, receiving money from proceeds it makes
from its op-shop.
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It is also worth noting that Rona Russell, also a
Christian, won the same award in 2010. Rona,
originally from Samoa, volunteers at Meals on Wheels
and assists in other community activities, including
raising money for the tsunami that hit Samoa, where
she lost 11 of her relatives.

Buses: Bacchus Marsh
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — I call on the Baillieu
Liberal government to implement the Bacchus Marsh
bus review that would increase services for this
growing community. A bus review was completed a
fair while ago, and I organised consultation sessions to
gather the views of local residents. Stewart, a local
Bacchus Marsh father, has raised the issue of his two
children who study in Sunshine and Braybrook. The
existing timetable is inappropriate for these students
and other commuters because the buses do not link in
with the train timetable. That means that they have to
wait a long time to get home. Many commuters drive to
the station.
The situation is especially worse during the peak hours,
but there are also long gaps during the day. There are
estates that do not have any bus coverage. The
Maddingley West development has been approved, and
people will need a bus service when they move in, as
do the people and families who live presently in the
Hillside estate. The bus service review implementation
would also help people to attend the health services in
Bacchus Marsh, other educational services and Melton
Health, as well as training services in the district.
The Bracks and Brumby Labor governments improved
the bus interchange at Bacchus Marsh station by
increasing car parking and building the bike cage, but
there is now a need for this extension of the bus
services within the Bacchus Marsh township, which is
one of the fastest growing peri-urban communities in
Victoria. There is also a need for an integrated ticketing
system so people can use the bus and the train on the
one ticket.

Gembrook Cockatoo Football Netball Club
Mr BATTIN (Gembrook) — I rise today to
congratulate the Gembrook Cockatoo Football Netball
Club on the recent success of its community event.
President Steve Goodie and his wife, club secretary
Carolyn Goodie, together with senior coach Travis
Marsham, arranged 10 past and present AFL players to
travel out to the Gembrook football club to participate
in a friendly Twenry20 cricket match. This weekend
was not a great weekend, with floods in the Cardinia
shire. However, all the players and the committee
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ensured a great success to keep up the spirits of local
families.
The day was well attended. One lucky local, Rogan
Goonan, had the opportunity to play on the AFL
all-stars team and played a great game. Rogan took a
catch at mid-on — probably the catch of the day — and
was an instant local champion with his new AFL
friends. I would like to congratulate Shannon
Richardson, who retired on 50, as the standout batsman
for the Gembrook football club, while Rick Clarke was
the pick of the bowlers with three wickets.
The Gembrook football club is a great club and prides
itself on a family base. When Steve Goodie took the
reins seven years ago he committed to continuing the
tradition of a local club for the local community. I want
to encourage more sports activity and more events in
the area, and I encourage more young people to get
involved in sports. I look forward in the future to
working with the Minister for Sport and Recreation on
these community events and making sure that we get
more people, and especially more young people,
involved. As the new member for Gembrook, I and my
family have been made welcome at club events, and I
am encouraged to assist with promoting the club. Well
done to all the AFL players who joined in the event,
with a six off the last ball.

Australia Day: City of Yarra
Mr WYNNE (Richmond) — I was delighted to
attend Australia Day celebrations only a couple of
weeks ago, where we acknowledged some wonderful
citizens in the city of Yarra. The City of Yarra Citizen
of the Year was Meca Ho, who migrated to Australia
from Vietnam with his family. He is well known within
the Richmond Asian Business Association as one of the
driving forces behind both that association and the
extraordinarily successful Victoria Street festival,
which is now the biggest street festival in this state.
The Community Service of the Year award went to
Anthony Brown, a splendid man who for a very long
time has been an activist in the Melbourne Aboriginal
community. He is well known for his breakfast show
from 7.00 a.m. to 9.00 a.m. on 3KND, which is now the
most popular show on that wonderful radio station.
The Young Citizen of the Year was a gentleman called
Brendan Davey, who has been a volunteer with young
people at the Atherton Gardens estate, particularly with
homework programs after school. He does a mighty job
there. Finally, the Yarra Woman of the Year was
Mrs Thanh Kham Tran Dang, who is very well known
within the Vietnamese community, where she provides
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a wonderful service through the Australian Vietnamese
Women’s Association. I commend them.

Jewish National Fund: Green Sunday Appeal
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — On Sunday just
gone I had the pleasure, along with my parliamentary
colleagues for Prahran and Bentleigh, to attend the
Jewish National Fund (JNF) Green Sunday Appeal.
This fundraiser was an important opportunity to help
replace more than 5 million trees lost due to the
bushfires at Mount Carmel in Israel in December last
year. Over 40 people died in that tragedy.
For more than 100 years the JNF has been planting
trees to improve the ecology and the quality of life in
Israel. This important environmental work has involved
the planting of over 250 million trees. On Sunday I was
heartened to see the incredibly diverse cross-section of
our community, young and old, helping out on the
phones. I would like to congratulate JNF on the great
work it does.

Australia Day: City of Glen Eira
Mr SOUTHWICK — On 21 January it was my
great pleasure to attend the City of Glen Eira awards
breakfast, where the city’s Citizen of the Year, Young
Citizen of the Year and Community Group of the Year
were honoured.
Honoured at the Glen Eira awards was Citizen of the
Year Abram Goldberg, who has been an inspiration to
our community through his work at the Jewish
Holocaust Centre. Lawrence Hinrichs, a former school
captain at Glen Eira College, was the worthy winner of
the Young Citizen of the Year award for his
commitment to helping others and contributing to his
local community. Also honoured was GriefLine, a
wonderful community organisation that has provided
support and encouragement to people facing loss. I am
very proud to represent my area of Caulfield and to
have so many fantastic individuals and organisations
that contribute so wonderfully to our community.

Woodend RSL: 93rd anniversary
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — On Saturday,
29 January, along with my colleague and friend, the
federal member for McEwen, Rob Mitchell, I attended
the Woodend sub-branch of the RSL to commemorate
its 93rd anniversary along with the Victorian RSL
president, Major General David McLachlan, the
president of the Woodend sub-branch, Barry Meldrum,
the deputy mayor of Macedon Ranges Shire Council,
Cr Joan Donovan, members of the Woodend
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sub-branch and their families and friends. This is a very
active sub-branch that continues the long and proud
tradition of the RSL in supporting our veterans and
their families and honouring the sacrifice and memory
of our servicemen and women.
The Woodend sub-branch had to close its doors some
time ago because of problems with its roof and other
building issues. The sub-branch raised $50 000 to fix its
rooms and has since reopened its doors. Part of the
celebrations was about rededicating these rooms and
acknowledging the support of the local community
which helped raise the $50 000 for the building
renovations, thus ensuring that the Woodend
sub-branch remained open.
I look forward to spending many more Anzac Day
breakfasts and social gatherings with the Woodend
sub-branch of the RSL and all its members and friends.
It does a great job and is very well supported by our
local communities.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Sport
and Recreation has 13 seconds.

Floods: sport facilities
Mr DELAHUNTY (Minister for Sport and
Recreation) — As the Minister for Sport and
Recreation I have visited many facilities impacted by
the floods, including those at Carisbrook, Newbridge,
Bridgewater and Charlton. The Department of Planning
and Community Development is collecting information
about the short-term and long-term implications — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member’s time has
expired. The time for members statements has also
expired.

MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE
Education: budget cuts
The SPEAKER — Order! I have accepted a
statement from the member for Niddrie proposing the
following matter of public importance for discussion:
That this house condemns the Baillieu Liberal and Nationals
government for slashing the Department of Education and
Early Childhood Development budget and for its plans to
slash funding and delay building schools as part of the
Victorian schools plan.

Mr HULLS (Niddrie) — The truth always comes
out. It is very interesting that we now know the
education budget in this state is going to be slashed to
the tune of $338 million — and not just that: a
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$36 million hacking into the budget is going to take
place between now and the end of the financial year.
How do we know that? We know that because the
department was brave and bold enough to tell us in a
briefing that that is exactly what the figures are. That is
exactly the case.
I know the minister has denied it and said, ‘Oh, no, the
cuts will not be that big’. The fact is the government
handed out a sheet of paper at the briefing that says
under the heading ‘Government agenda — savings’:
Government savings target of $1.6 billion across government
over four and a half years.
DEECD will be charged with achieving a significant portion
of total savings.

Government representatives went on to tell us that they
hoped such savings could be delivered without impact
on service delivery. Oh, yes? Can $338 million be
hacked out of the budget without any impact on service
delivery? I seek leave to table the document in relation
to the budget cuts.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! Is leave
granted?
Mr Delahunty — No, it is not.
Mr HULLS — No, I bet it is not. They are jelly
backs. They would not have the guts to table that
particular document. The fact is the education cuts are
$338 million, with $36 million being cut this financial
year. That $36 million is the equivalent of something
like 600 to 650 graduate teachers taken out of the
system in one year. It is the equivalent of a cut of
$250 000 every day between now and the end of the
financial year. Every single day that our kids go to
school between now and the end of this financial year
the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development is cutting $250 000 out of the budget.
The government has been caught out. It had a policy
when it went to the election — as thin as it was — in
relation to education, but it did not tell the Victorian
public, ‘By the way, vote for us. We are going to hack
into the education budget to the tune of $338 million.’
For the Minister for Education to be saying ‘Yes, we
can do this without affecting service delivery in any
way, shape or form’ is a nonsense. If he honestly
believes a $338 million hacking into the education
budget is not going to affect every state school in this
state he needs to go back to school and do a basic
course in mathematics for dummies.
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In relation to the Minister for Education’s commitment
yesterday — when he was caught out — he made it
quite clear before the election that the coalition
intended to increase funding for Catholic schools,
matching the then government’s commitment in
relation to that funding. The coalition said, ‘We will go
even further and ensure that that increased funding will
start from the start of the school year this year’.
That is an extra $45 million to Catholic and
independent schools. I remember dropping my young
boy off for grade 2 last week for the start of the school
year — indeed at a Catholic school — and no-one came
up to me to say, ‘It is great that the coalition has
actually now started funding flowing for Catholic
schools pursuant to its promise’. We have passed the
start of the school year now, and not one cent of that
commitment has flowed to Catholic schools. All we
heard from the minister yesterday was, ‘I have written
to the schools and I have told them that we are going to
honour our commitment’. They do not want a letter;
they want the dough. They do not want a letter saying,
‘The cheque is in the mail’; they actually want the
cheque. So again the minister has been caught out in
relation to a broken promise.
Mr Delahunty — I’ll tell you who’s going to be
caught out!
Mr HULLS — We’ll get to the Minister for Sport
and Recreation; don’t you worry about that!
The Victorian schools plan is a great plan. It is all about
effectively committing to fund every Victorian
government school to be rebuilt, renovated or extended
by 2016. In fact in the last term of the Brumby
government we invested $1.9 billion. That was in the
first four years of the Victorian schools plan and was
part of our commitment to rebuild, renovate or extend a
further 500 schools. This is a very significant and
important investment. It is about ensuring that young
Victorian kids receive a world-class education through
quality teaching, supported by state-of-the-art
technology.
The Building the Education Revolution program is
contributing $2.5 billion over 2900 projects. Yes, it is a
federal program, but if you combine the two — the
former state government’s $1.9 billion together with the
BER program, which supports something like 7000
jobs in the state — it demonstrates that it is all about
ensuring world-class education facilities for Victorian
students. The $1.9 billion under the Victorian schools
plan has indeed been delivered, with 553 schools being
funded, which is more than the 500 we promised when
in government.
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There have been 20 new schools, 42 small rural
placement schools, 400 modern relocatable classrooms,
30 new technical wings in secondary schools and 2 new
selective entry schools. This program was based on
advice from experts about priorities, and then
preparatory work and planning was done about what
schools needed into the future. In fact we were so proud
of the Victorian schools plan that during the last
election we pledged a further $1.7 billion over
four years to continue to fund the rebuilding, renovation
or extension of schools.
It is hard to believe that something as important as the
Victorian schools plan is at risk of falling asunder
because of petty politics being played by the
government. Quality education and indeed ensuring we
have appropriate facilities for our kids should be
beyond politics, but the coalition government has made
it quite clear that it intends to throw the Victorian
schools plan out the window. Indeed when Parliament
last sat in December the minister said his priority was
not to fulfil Labor’s election commitments through the
Victorian schools plan but rather he had priorities in
relation to his own schools, based on submissions made
by Liberal coalition candidates during the election
campaign. If that is not putting politics into education, I
do not know what is.
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Region in the Council, and he will make the decision as
to where the money would go. For goodness sake!
Bernie Finn is going to dictate where education funding
in the north-west is going to go. It is absolutely
inappropriate.
I refer to the eastern autistic school. Yesterday in this
place there were some passionate speeches on autism.
During my time in Parliament I have had the privilege
of visiting many schools around the state. I have to say
that during the election campaign one really stood out.
That was the Wantirna Heights School, also known as
the eastern autistic school. I met there with teachers,
parents and some amazing kids who were ecstatic that
the then Labor government, if re-elected, would
commit to stage 2 works, which would be on top of the
$8 million provided for stage 1 of that school, to give
students their state-of-the-art learning environment and
teachers the facilities that they need to continue to
provide a world-class education, expanding the school
from primary enrolments to a full prep–year 12 autistic
school. I hope the member for Ferntree Gully will join
me in calling on the Minister for Education to provide
some reassurance to the eastern autistic school
community that their much-needed works will go
ahead.
Mr Wakeling interjected.

It is solemn news for students and parents who have
relied on the Victorian schools plan in many cases to
decide where to send their kids to school, perhaps
enrolling their kids in particular schools in the full
knowledge and expectation that that school will be
upgraded to a 21st century, state-of-the-art facility in
the not-too-distant future. The government is letting
down those Victorian families. What does it mean? I
am sure opposition speakers will talk about individual
programs within their particular electorates that, under
independent advice, were to be funded under the
Victorian schools plan.
In Niddrie, for instance, through the campaign as part
of the schools plan we announced that there would be a
$10 million upgrade for Essendon Keilor College to
build new classrooms, specialist areas and
administration areas across the college campuses, but in
particular the Niddrie campus, as part of a major
redevelopment. This $10 million upgrade was
welcomed by the local community, teachers and
students when it was announced. However, I note that a
recent local media article in my electorate states that the
government’s much-needed and long-awaited upgrade
of Essendon Keilor College would not proceed
necessarily under the coalition government but that
anyone who has any concerns about priorities should go
to Mr Bernie Finn, a member for Western Metropolitan

Mr HULLS — The fact is that we announced it and
the government is now walking away from it. Where
does that leave the member for Ferntree Gully? Does he
not give a damn?
Mr Wakeling interjected.
Mr HULLS — Does he not give a damn about the
parents and students who attend that school? Does he
not want that facility upgraded?
Let us move on to the Minister for Sport and
Recreation, who represents the Lowan electorate and
Horsham. The fact, as he would know, is that the
Horsham Special School and Horsham College are in
dire need of facility upgrades. The member for Lowan,
who is now a minister in this government, has walked
into this place on numerous occasions and made
numerous contributions, saying that the Horsham
Special School is in atrocious condition, that it needs
urgent work and that occupational health and safety
issues need to be addressed. In fact he continually
criticised the former government for failing to upgrade
those facilities.
Mr Delahunty interjected.
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Mr HULLS — In November of last year I was
pleased that the former government committed to
rebuild the Horsham Special School on the senior
school site in Horsham and that the Horsham College
would be made a priority for further school funding.
The fact is that it is not a priority for the new
government.
Mr Delahunty interjected.
Mr HULLS — When in opposition the member for
Lowan came into this place all bells and whistles and
said, ‘The Horsham Special School’s got to be rebuilt’.
Guess what, Hughie? You are a minister now, pal!
Honourable members interjecting.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! Government
members will cease interjecting, and the member for
Niddrie will not use unparliamentary language.
Mr HULLS — The fact is that when he was in
opposition the member for Lowan squealed, bleated,
whinged, moaned and groaned about the Horsham
Special School. He is now a minister, and he is the local
member. It is a major educational facility upgrade that
is required in his electorate, and he has gone jelly back
on it. In fact, so much so that the heads of the councils
of those schools have made it quite clear to him that
they are extremely disappointed in the fact that he has
turned his back on them by not living up to what he
said when in opposition. He is a minister, and he is
letting that school fall by the wayside. I will be visiting
the Horsham Special School in the not-too-distant
future. I hope by the time I visit the place the local
member has done a backflip and has been able to
convince the Minister for Education that it should be a
priority.
In terms of Altona, not only is the government walking
away from important commitments that were made
under the Victorian schools plan but it is walking away
from commitments it made in this place when it was in
opposition. In relation to the Altona P–9 College, the
Minister for Education said on the record in Hansard of
3 February 2010:
It is a school that has tremendous potential, and it should be
extended to encompass year 12. As I said today at the school,
this government should do it this year, and if it does not do it,
we will do it next year.

In other words, he said in Hansard that if he became
the Minister for Education, he would make Altona
college a P–12 school in his first year of government.
There is no funding for it; there is no funding in the
election commitments for it. The government is
walking away from its own commitments.
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The bottom line is I am passionate about education and
the future of Victoria’s kids. Young students now in our
education system deserve appropriate facilities. The
Victorian schools plan enables that to occur. It should
be beyond politics. The minister should not walk away
from the expectations of parents, teachers and students
at each and every one of those schools that are part of
the Victorian schools plan. If he does that, he is turning
his back on quality education; he is turning his back on
the parents and students of those schools. The fact is
Victorian kids are entitled to a vibrant education in
world-class facilities. The former government was
supplying that; this government looks like it is going to
walk away from it. The fact is we will continue to
campaign on this issue.
Mr DIXON (Minister for Education) — It is a
pleasure to rise and talk about education and the
positive education plan this government has. The
shadow Minister for Education has been giving me lots
of advice about what I should do, how I should do it
and all of the things we should have done in the two
months we have been in government that the former
government failed to do in over 11 years of
government. We will take that on board!
It is very interesting. As a former principal and as
somebody with some experience in schools, I have
some advice for the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition — that is, when you are visiting schools and
running an office, you keep your classroom tidy and
you keep your children in order, and one thing you
should always do at the end of the day is to clean your
whiteboard because you never know what might be on
the whiteboard at the end of the day.
Our no. 1 priority in government is to fix the problems
we have inherited after 11 years of Labor
mismanagement in education. We have a very clear
policy for education. It is in capital terms; it is in
recurrent terms; it is in program terms; it includes
changes we are going to make. We will deliver on
those. Not one single policy commitment we made is
affected in any way at all. Our no. 1 priority is to
deliver on those policy commitments.
It is interesting that the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition said our policies came out of nowhere and
that our capital projects were dreamt up. We got
information from the schools. Our candidates and our
members were out there in the community talking to
their schools. Last year schools were finally getting to
the stage where they were not scared to talk to us. They
decided they had had enough of 11 years of
incompetence. School communities were prepared to
talk to us about the problems they had in their
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schools — that is, the lack of maintenance, that
classrooms that were falling apart and the broken
promises. They are the sorts of things that school
communities said to our candidates and members. They
said, ‘We want you to fix these’. The former
government would not listen to them then. The schools
said, ‘At least you are listening to us; these are the
things that need to be done’. We have reacted; we have
come up with policies; we have said we will fix them.
We will honour every single one of those
commitments.
I made a point at the beginning of my contribution. We
were elected to fix Labor’s problems; we were elected
to fix the problems in education. What is the legacy? It
is an incredible legacy that we have been left. All of a
sudden it has been forgotten and erased. It is like every
member of the opposition has had their mind cleared by
some sort of magical process for some sort of reason. It
was the Labor government that was in power for the
last 11 years. The opposition has to take some
responsibility for the 11 years. That is a long time; it is
nearly a lifetime of one child’s schooling, yet all the
problems are our fault somehow, and there is a question
of why we have not fixed the problems since
27 November. It is a totally unrealistic attitude to have.
For the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to say that we
will be political about it — goodness me! — shows that
he totally lacks any sort of sense of reality. We have
11 years to fix; it will not be happening in two months.
We have put out a plan, we are going to stick to the
plan, and we are going to fund that plan.
The reason we are going to do that is the policies we
came up with, as I said, came from the people, came
from our communities and came from our schools. That
is the contract we have with the Victorian people; we
will deliver on that contract. We will pay it out in full.
If members look across the total range of our education
policies, they can see there is over $700 million of
policies and programs that we are going to deliver in
our first term. Those programs might be upgrades to
schools, new schools, new programs, new ways of
doing things and more teachers. There is a whole range
of aspects in education we will be addressing as part of
our contract with the Victorian people.
It was interesting when the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition talked about capital works. We have
identified over $250 million worth of capital works that
we will undertake in our first term. In terms of other
projects, it was interesting that there was a great flurry
of activity in the last few weeks before the election
where the former government was handing out press
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releases. It was the same press release, but one
paragraph in it said that money was being handed
out — $100 million here; $10 million here; $6 million
here; $8 million there. It was all over the place. There
was absolutely no idea where the money was coming
from, when the money was going to come through,
when the building was going to start or when the
project was going to be finished. There was absolutely
no detail at all. The former government was throwing
money around like confetti.
The now opposition has come and said to us, ‘Why
haven’t you delivered on our promise?’. That promise
was based on fresh air. The opposition has the cheek to
ask for that. There is absolutely no basis to what the
opposition was saying. There was a panic towards the
end of its campaign. The opposition said, ‘Oh dear!
We’ve forgotten all of these schools. We’d better throw
this money around. We will hand out this media release
to everybody, and hopefully we might get away with
it’. Then the opposition has the cheek to ask us to
deliver on the promises it had not even thought through.
As I said, our policies came from the community and
the schools. They are realistic. They are the no. 1 issues
for all our candidates and all our members. These are
the issues on which there are problems they want us to
fix. I would like to go through some of our policies
again in a little detail. First of all there is the
$100 million that we will be spending on more primary
welfare officers in our schools. If there is one thing
there is a need for in our schools, it is more primary
welfare officers. The program that is already under way
is a fantastic program, and it has been working very
well. We have some great people working in our
schools, working with families, working with teachers
and working with students on the underlying issues as
to why certain children are having behavioural, social
or educational issues. These are experts. The teachers
are very good at delivering programs in teaching but
they are not the experts in this field, and it is very
important that we have this expertise.
Again, this was not dreamt up out of nowhere. It came
very strongly from the principals, teachers and even the
parents in our schools that this is a great program and
we need more of it. We will be employing an extra
150 primary welfare officers across Victorian schools,
and because they are not full-time in schools there will
probably be up to 300 extra schools that do not
currently have primary welfare officers that will gain
them under our program. It has been welcomed by
principals associations, it has been welcomed by
teachers and it has been welcomed by school
communities. It is a realistic policy that is based on true
fact and the reality of what is happening in our schools.
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We have seen a lot in our schools, with rising instances
of violence and complex students, and we are
addressing that right across the board. We are
addressing that in many ways — in proactive ways and
reactive ways. I think a very good example of a
proactive way in which we are addressing this is the
primary welfare officers. While children are in primary
school we work with them early on and with their
families and the other agencies that impact on the
students to get them all talking. We get a plan in place,
and that mitigates problems with the educational
outcomes of the child as well as future social and
behavioural issues they might have. It is a very good
example of a proactive program.
We also realise — unashamedly — that there are issues
in our schools with violence and misbehaviour, and
these issues are growing. You just have to read the
papers and look at the statistics. That is a reality of our
schools. Our principals and teachers have said to us
time and time again, ‘We feel we are being left alone.
We are not supported in what we have to tackle on a
day-to-day basis in our classrooms’. So we have said to
the principals and teachers, ‘We trust you. We trust
your professionalism. We know that you know your
children, the circumstances of their families and what
works best in your school for your community’. We are
giving the power and authority back to principals and
teachers to tackle those sorts of issues in their school in
the way that best suits them.
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wind that back further and say, ‘We trust schools. We
trust principals. We trust teachers to do the right thing
by the students in their schools’.
That is just one example of the centralism that was
creeping into education. Many principals and teachers
are now saying to us — because they feel free that they
can talk to us — that their no. 1 objection was the way
they were being taken over and what they wanted to do
in their schools was being taken over by the former
government. It was incredible. Yesterday I got hold of
the compliance checklist that schools have to
undertake. It is literally a great big ring-bound folder of
lists of all sorts of minor details that principals are
expected to go through. If a principal looked at that
folder, it would them take 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. Things were just completely out of balance.
Occupational health and safety is very important to the
safety of students, teachers and principals, but what is
more important is that the principal’s job is to lead a
school educationally. That has been taken away, and
they have been landed with more and more onerous red
tape and bureaucracy. The former government used to
say, ‘Here we are. We are giving authority back to the
schools’. They have given red tape back to the schools,
and they have given administrative authority to the
schools. They have not given them educational
authority, and that is what we are returning to.

A good example of the difference between the former
government and this government is the attitude to
expulsions and suspensions of students. That is a
reality; it has to be faced. We have to be reactive about
these things in some cases, and principals have to do
that. Unfortunately it is a daily occurrence for them.
Going back to what the former government did, it took
that authority away from principals and said it would
look bad on the statistics. It was all about perception; it
was all about spin. It took that authority away from
schools and said that if a school principal wanted to
suspend or expel student, they had to fill out a very
large form and justify it to the central office or the
regional office, and that would be looked at over some
time and eventually a decision would come down as to
whether they were allowed to do it or not.

We are going to make cuts in education. The sorts of
things we are going to cut are the things the former
government just made an art form of, such as spending
on advertising and marketing. The amount of money
that has been spent on the Shine campaign is incredible.
Goodness me! Millions of dollars was spent on
marketing, glossy brochures, TV ads and radio ads. It
was just incredible. It did not add value to anything. It
was just giving money to Labor mates to spend, saying,
‘Here’s some money. Go spend it as long as we look
good out of it’. That is the sort of thing we will be
cutting: the amount of money spent on promotion,
political polling, political advertising, media — media,
media, media! — ministerial advisers and exorbitant
travel. They are the sorts of things we will be cutting.
That is where the former government wasted money.
The amount of money it wasted is incredible. It made
an art form of it.

Principals quite rightly objected loudly to that. They
asked how they could manage their schools. This is not
about hiding the statistics and trying to keep the number
of expulsions and suspensions down; this is about the
safety of not only the child who is acting up but also the
safety of the other children in the school, the other
children in the class and teachers. The previous
government had to wind that back. We are going to

We have promised the $700 million over the four years
will be spent on schools. It will be spent on teachers, it
will be spent on programs and it will be spent on
students. There is not one cut — not one dollar or cent
is being cut there. Our core business is education. Our
core business is schools; it is not marketing, polling,
promotions and advertising. It is the education of
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children and making our teacher workforce the best
workforce in the country — the best workforce in the
world — and delivering the best programs.
The way to make a real difference in education is
having the best teachers and the best educational
programs. Everything else is just peripheral. Our
policies focus on having good facilities for each school.
Our policies focus on giving teachers and principals the
authority and recognition to do the job they are paid and
trained to do. They focus on giving the skills and extra
professional development for teachers to carry that out.
Our policies are about trusting teachers, principals and
school communities to do the right thing by and to
work with their school communities. They know them,
and we trust them to do that. They are the sorts of
things we will be doing.
With 50 seconds left I turn to the Building the
Education Revolution program. I could not believe the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition brought up the BER.
The more it comes across my desk, the more I see it as
an absolute mess. There have been literally hundreds of
millions of dollars wasted in Victorian schools by the
former government. It is an absolute waste. Schools are
crying out, yet they have been absolutely ignored for
11 years. There was an opportunity to give some sort of
authority to schools to work with the federal money
they received — they are always thankful for money as
they have not had much over the last 11 years — but
when it came, it was absolutely wasted. One would not
believe the inflexibility of the BER program, which has
resulted in hundreds of millions of dollars being
wasted. I wish we had our time over again; we could do
something about that.
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — I am pleased to
rise and speak on the matter of public importance
before the house today. I do not quite know what the
minister means when he talks about $1.9 billion as
some piddling amount of money invested in schools
over the last four years.
Mr R. Smith interjected.
Ms RICHARDSON — The minister at the table
says ‘wasted funds’ again. In schools across my
electorate that $1.9 billion has been spent very well, and
schools across the state have benefited very much from
that investment. But the cat is well and truly out of the
bag. In the lead-up to the last state election the
Liberal-Nationals coalition was running around the
state making all sorts of promises and commitments
and undercooking the funding. It undercooked just
about every single commitment it made across the state.
It comes into government, looks at the books and all is
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revealed. The books are in good order. Coalition
members say the books are in good order but then come
out and say, ‘What are we going to do now? We have
painted ourselves into a bit of a corner. We want all
these programs. We have made all these commitments.
What are we going to do?’.
What do the Liberals do? They fall true to type. What is
the first thing that every Liberal government across
Australia does? It cuts education. It comes as no
surprise to any of us on this side of the house that the
first thing the Liberals do is look to education and make
massive cuts. This is not just an attack on education
funding; this is a full-scale frontal attack on education
funding.
I have had a look at the briefing document which the
government is refusing to table today. On this side of
the house we have all seen it. The government says it
will target cuts of $1.6 billion across government over
four and a half years, and the briefing note says the
Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development will be charged with achieving a
significant portion of the total savings. That means
$338 million worth of cuts in the education department.
I listened to the minister talk about what those cuts will
mean. He talked about the Shine program and then
went on to talk about cutting ministerial advisers and
media advisers, but they are not funded by the
education department. The minister talks about this
$338 million, but those advisers are not funded out of
that budget; they are funded out of a different budget.
The minister did not go into where the cuts are going to
be.
We know what this means. We know what
$338 million means when you are talking about cutting
into the education department budget. What it means is
that the Victorian schools plan is scrapped; it is
undermined. The minister said as much in the Age. By
2016 every school was going to be upgraded — every
single school. The minister himself has put the kibosh
on that and said, ‘In fact this is not going to happen’.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition has gone into
quite some detail about what this means in respect of
schools across the state, because we on this side of the
house know what it means. We know Victorian
students do not get the best education outcomes just by
accident. We do not have the highest retention rates just
by accident. It happens because we invested massively
in our schools.
Can someone please remind the Minister for Education
that he is charged with improving education outcomes
for kids across the state, not undermining them, not
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taking $338 million away from them in his first four
years? He is charged with the task of improving their
educational outcomes, which is exactly what happened
in the last 11 years in this state. I very much fear what is
going to happen during the next four years with this
minister in charge of the education of our kids.
Yesterday I thought it was very interesting, but
somewhat disturbing, listening to the inaugural
speeches made by members on the other side of the
house. I heard talk about education and references to
education and the importance of equality when it comes
to educational opportunities — I think someone
mentioned they went to a public school. That is all
good. But when they were lavishing praise on all the
policy commitments made at the last election I did not
hear any lavish praise for the education policy
announcements made by the then opposition. Nothing
was said. I thought to myself, ‘It is interesting that not
one of them is going to stand up and sing the praises of
their education policy’. I can tell the house why:
because the policies are absolutely feeble and designed
to undermine education outcomes in this state. The
minister and this government were damned by that
omission in every single inaugural speech made
yesterday.
What we are seeing here is true to type. A Liberal
minister is falling true to type. We well remember what
happened to education when the former
Liberal-Nationals government was in charge of
education in this state: 300 schools were closed,
9000 teachers were sacked and our primary class sizes
were up to 25.4 students. We reduced primary class
sizes to 22 on average across the state, but that comes
as a consequence of investing in our education system
and not doing what the Liberals plan to do, which is
undermine it significantly.
The Victorian Association of State Secondary
Principals said of these intended cuts that it was galled
by this announcement, given that the coalition would
increase funding to non-government schools by
$240 million over the next four years, starting from the
beginning of the 2011 school year. The Victorian
president of the Australian Education Union said that
any suggestion funding cuts would not affect schools
was nonsense. We all know that to be the case. Not
only has the government overlooked the impact that
this will have on educational outcomes in this state, but
it has also overlooked the massive baby boom that has
taken place in this state — the biggest baby boom in a
generation. It is as if it has never happened. It is a bit
like when the global financial crisis happened; it just
passed the coalition by.
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I want to illustrate what an oversight the government is
making by looking at another vital sector in the
education of our kids, which is kindergartens. Cuts to
the Department of Education and Early Childhood
Development impact on preschool years and our
kindergartens. Members will all be aware of the Jesuit
saying, ‘Give me the child before he is seven and I will
give you the man’. We on this side of the house all
know that study after study has shown that preschool
education is critically important for the educational
outcomes of every single child, yet the Liberals either
do not know this fact or simply do not care. I had a look
at the one-line policy the Liberals had prior to the last
state election. The one-line plan was $15 million for
children’s facilities capital program investments —
$15 million! We have the biggest baby boom in a
generation, and the Liberals have decided that
$15 million is enough.
Let us put this in perspective. As I said, we have the
biggest baby boom in a generation and the demand for
children’s services has grown exponentially. There are
200 babies born every day. Through a Council of
Australian Governments agreement we are going to
increase the kindergarten contact hours. Members may
remember that COAG agreement; the number of hours
at kinder is very important for kindergarten kids.
Contrast $15 million from the Liberals with the advice
that was received and the plan we put together prior to
the last election: we were going to invest $128 million,
because we had to meet the massive increase in demand
for kinder services across the state. The government
plans to invest $15 million; $3.5 million of that has
already gone to South Barwon electorate and you have
the remainder to fund the rest of the state.
Last week I went to the opening of the Clifton Street
Children’s Centre kinder program, and there was the
minister enjoying the results of funding that was given
to the centre. I listened very carefully; she said she was
so pleased to be at her first opening. I was thinking in
truth it is probably the last in Darebin. After she is done
with all of the programs that were initiated under the
former government, she will probably have very little to
do, because $15 million, as members know, is not
going to go terribly far when you have the biggest baby
boom in a generation. I listened to her lacklustre
performance, and it was clear that she could not care
less about the needs of kinder children in this state.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I remind all
members of the house that all comments must be
directed through the Chair and not to ‘you’. Members
should use the member’s seat name or the collective
name for the government or the opposition.
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Mr KOTSIRAS (Minister for Multicultural Affairs
and Citizenship) — It is a pleasure to stand to speak on
the matter of public importance and also to follow the
member for Northcote. I have to remind members on
the other side that the government will honour the
commitments it took to the last election, not the
commitments that the Labor Party took to the last
election. Labor lost the election and we won the
election. In the next four years we will honour all our
commitments.
For 11 years I have been crying out for funding for my
schools in Bulleen. The member for Eltham knows I
have cried for funding for Templestowe College. I have
invited him to come to Templestowe College, speak to
the teachers and principal, and see how much the
school requires funding to ensure its survival. The
former Labor government ignored Templestowe
College, and then it went about closing down
Manningham Park Primary School. The government
was about to sell the site, but the residents were upset
and they called the minister to try to save the site.
Luckily the site was given to Bulleen Heights special
school because it was bursting at the seams.
As I said, my schools suffered for 11 long years.
Despite the fact that I raised the lack of funding on
many occasions in Parliament, very little funding was
provided. If not for the change of government my
schools would have continued to receive very little. At
the last election we promised a $5 million science and
mathematics centre for Templestowe College. Principal
Peter Hutton and the staff work extremely hard to
ensure that the school survives, and with this new
centre it will. This is no thanks to the previous Labor
government which ignored the school. Despite the fact
that a third of the students come from Eltham, the
member for Eltham did very little to assist the school,
but we have ensured its survival.
This new infrastructure will ensure that the school will
grow from strength to strength. It will allow students to
work with equipment in state-of-the-art laboratories and
it will be truly a centre of excellence in mathematics
and science. It will also be used by all the local primary
schools because, as we know, many primary school
students do very little in science and mathematics. This
will give them an opportunity to do more. This will
give them an opportunity to appreciate maths and
science. As a former maths-science teacher I
understand the difficulties that some have in primary
schools, but this will go a long way to ensuring that our
children have access to science and maths.
The second example I wish to give of the failure of the
previous government is the failure in LOTE (languages
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other than English) education. A large number of
students took up a language in the 1990s. When Labor
came into government the number of primary schools
which provided LOTE education dropped. The figure
went from 96 per cent in 1997 to 69.8 per cent in 2009.
It was an enormous drop, because under the Labor
government LOTE education became a luxury extra.
Those on the other side could not see the benefits of
learning a second language despite the reports and
inquiries that they set up. They thought that LOTE
education was a luxury extra so very little money was
made available. In actual fact, for 11 years LOTE
education has gone down and the number of students
studying LOTE has decreased. It is now time for this
government to promote, strengthen and utilise our
linguistic diversity for the betterment of Victoria.
What did we take to the last election?
Mr Herbert interjected.
Mr KOTSIRAS — I will tell the member for
Eltham. We are going to create one of the world’s most
diverse and effective program for languages other than
English. We are going to gradually introduce
compulsory LOTE education from prep to year 10.
Ms Pike interjected.
Mr KOTSIRAS — That is what you should have
done as Minister for Education — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The minister
will address his remarks through the Chair.
Mr KOTSIRAS — The former Minister for
Education and the minister before her and the minister
before her had as their priority increasing their
ministerial staff. At 2 Treasury Place a wall has been
knocked down to allow for more terminals and more
desks for more staff for the minister.
As I said, we are going to introduce compulsory LOTE
education from prep to year 10 by 2025. We are going
to have a large group of language teachers who are
qualified and trained to world-best-practice standard
and enhance and support the role of community
language schools. Under the Labor Party, community
language schools did not form part of our system. The
former government treated them with contempt during
the last 11 years. At the last election we said we would
increase the funding from $120 to $190 per student per
year. Within two days of that announcement the Labor
Party panicked, gathered its advisers together and put
out a press release which promised an average of $200.
That promise of $200 was not to come in until 2014.
Talk about policy on the run — no new ideas, no new
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models, no policy and no initiatives. Despite all its staff
the Labor Party failed and the electorate voted it out.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I remind
members that they should speak through the Chair.

We will also introduce scholarships of $20 000 for
undergraduate teachers and $50 000 for qualified
teachers to study languages. We are going to also invest
$1 million in start-up grants to schools taking up LOTE
education for the first time so that they can purchase
texts, DVDs, information technology and so on. We
will provide the resources, we will have the
infrastructure and we will encourage students to learn a
second and third language. I understand that the shadow
Treasurer, who is at the table, is learning a second
language, and I say to him well done. I think learning a
second and third language is important, because you
then understand and appreciate different cultures. We
are able to celebrate our differences through language
education. We need to start with preps to ensure LOTE
teachers are available and to ensure that students are
able to continue with LOTE education from prep to
year 6 and up to year 10. Students will then have a
choice in years 11 and 12 as to whether they continue
with LOTE education at those levels. Learning a
second language is vital.

Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — I rise to support the
matter of public importance because the Liberal
philosophy is one of attacking public education. The
Liberal Party does not want working class kids to get
on. It does not want middle class kids to get on within
the Victorian school system because it wants to punish
them. That is what the government’s policy is about. It
is about punishing the kids and their parents in the
public school system.

We have a matter of public importance before us which
has been moved by the member for Niddrie. I would be
surprised if he has ever visited a school in his life,
especially in his electorate — that is, if he knows where
his electorate is. The MPI is really an indication of the
failure of the former government. It failed over 11 years
to deliver on education. Opposition members stand up
and talk about how good their performance was in
education, yet they have failed to deliver any outcomes.
Education is all about outcomes, and so Labor has
failed to deliver on education for 11 long, dark years. It
is a shame. Labor members had the chance. Now they
can sit back and see how it should be done.
We will be slashing funding for the propaganda, the
advisers and the brochures — the brochures that were
printed in order to make the former government look
good and had nothing to do with students, nothing to do
with schools and nothing to do with teachers. They
were printed and distributed just to make the former
government look good. Such propaganda material will
be gone. It does not matter what the opposition does, it
will be bad. It proved that over 11 long years. When in
government the opposition achieved nothing in
education, so when people look back at the Bracks and
Brumby governments they will see 11 years of lost
opportunity for our students and lost opportunity for our
electorates. It is time education became the no. 1
priority, which you refused to make it for 11 long years.

The Liberal Party cannot even keep a promise. Before
the last election it promised $45 million as of the start
of this school year. The Minister for Education, who
was on his feet just before, promised that. Where is the
cheque? He cannot even keep a promise to the Catholic
education system, yet he comes in here and says, ‘We
are going to make education and putting in place our
commitments our no. 1 priority’. He cannot even keep a
promise that he made last year, and he wants to talk
about what he is going to do. That 25 per cent of state
school funding should have been paid as of the
beginning of the school year. The teachers are being
paid, the students are being taught, the principals are
being paid and the ancillary staff are there, yet that
money is not flowing through as promised by this
government.
This philosophy is one that the government is
continuing from the seven long, dark years of the
Kennett government. Yesterday all the sycophants on
the other side sang the praises of Jeff Kennett, Mark
Birrell, Alan Stockdale and Robert Maclellan, who
were all out there in the ministerial offices giving
advice. Those former ministers are out there telling the
current ministers what to do, because this is what they
did in the seven long, dark years and they are saying
this is what they should be doing in this term in
government. Those advisers are about decimating the
Victorian education system. It is all about ripping the
guts out of the Victorian education system.
Let us just recap what Jeff Kennett, Alan Stockdale and
Mark Birrell did in government and what the member
for Brighton did when she was the minister. They
closed 326 schools, and from memory 190 were in the
country. Members should not think you can have cuts
without closing schools and sacking teachers. You
cannot have cuts when there is already $1.6 billion on
the table. Members should not think there will be more
cuts in the future without services being cut in
education. These cutbacks will go ahead, and they have
basically already started.
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The education budget is essentially recurrent
funding — that is, it funds teachers, it funds teachers
aides, it funds administrative staff, it funds public
servants and it funds ancillary consultative services like
speech therapy and welfare officers. The education
minister talked about welfare officers and about how he
is going to put more into the primary school system.
How can you put in more officers when you are cutting
that recurrent funding by $338 million over this
parliamentary term — that is, by at least $70 million a
year?
The cuts mean that this government will be sacking
some of the 10 300 extra teachers that the Labor
government put on over 11 years — those teachers who
members on the other side want to forget about. Those
on the other side want to trash the good record that we
put in place in education when we raised standards and
raised the perception of state education in Victoria. We
employed 10 300 extra teachers, and many of them will
be sacked. When teachers leave or are shifted from one
school to another they will not be replaced, because the
cuts mean that 600 graduate teachers cannot be
employed. They cannot be employed by contracts and
they cannot be employed permanently, so those
cutbacks will occur.
The coalition government promised they would make
Victorian teachers the highest paid teachers in
Australia. That was a promise; that was the
commitment. That commitment was ‘so strong’ that
they walked away from it! They did not believe in it.
Mr Noonan interjected.
Mr NARDELLA — Yes, that is correct: it is a
hollow commitment. When you commit to making
Victorian teachers the highest paid teachers in
Australia, you then have to fund that commitment, yet
this government has already walked away from that
commitment to Victorian teachers and to the Victorian
public. They will not be able to keep that commitment
because the cutbacks will be severe — that is how they
have always done it.
What does this mean? This means that our children will
miss out and teachers will become more stressed.
Schools will be closed down compulsorily to meet
these cuts. Members should not have any illusions that
this government will not close schools. The Labor
government closed schools, but that was done on a
voluntary basis because of regeneration. We talked to
those school communities and we made decisions with
those school communities to increase the standards and
quality of education.
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However, under the seven long, dark years of the
Kennett government, schools were closed without any
consultation. As an example, there were mothers and
kids at Bulla Primary School — and the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition talked about Bernie Finn, a member
for Western Metropolitan Region in the Council —
who cried when the school was closed down. That is
how the Liberal Party and The Nationals, which are
part of the coalition government, operate. They do not
believe in the kids and their parents at all. The teachers
will become more stressed, and the school
regenerations and the maintenance will not happen.
That will be the effects of these cuts.
The Minister for Education got up on his feet — and it
is a real shame that there was a commitment by the
former Leader of the Opposition to keep his shadow
ministers, because I am sure that he would have wanted
to change them around — and said that the no. 1
priority was to implement his policy commitments. The
priority is not to increase standards, not to govern for all
Victorians and in particular for all students throughout
Victoria, not to increase teacher numbers and services
and not to have a vision for public education in
Victoria. It is about pork-barrelling.
The minister makes Ros Kelly, a former federal
member for Canberra — and he talked about wiping the
whiteboard clean — look like an angel compared to
him with his whiteboard showing Victoria’s marginal
seats while working through the commitments that this
government is going to implement. It will be the other
areas in Victoria that will have the problems. The
minister said:
The opposition has the cheek to ask us to deliver on the
promises it had not even thought through.

This quote was about us, but it is just bunkum. Our
policies are part of the continuing program that we have
put to this house and will continue to put to this house.
These are the themes around which we need to deliver
for our communities. That is the responsibility that we
are charged with, yet the government is saying that we
did not think these things through. It is just bunkum.
We have a continuing program of upgrading all
Victorian schools by 2016, which the government and
the honourable Minister for Education have walked
away from. Labor has a plan for a continuing upgrading
of schools and programs and a continuous upgrading of
standards. We have pride in the education and school
system.
The minister went on to talk about the cuts. The cuts
total $338 million: what is he going to cut? He is going
to cut advertising, marketing and polling; there was not
much polling in education. He is going to cut
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promotion of the education system; well, the
government does not believe in promoting the state
education system. He is going to cut media — he does
not believe in media either — and ministerial advisers.
This is a government that has increased its number of
ministers, white cars, chauffeurs and ministerial
advisers from 20 to 22. This is the bunkum that the
minister is going on about. He has no idea.
Stockdale et al will cut into the teachers and the
front-line staff as they are advised by their expenditure
review committee process while we stand here today.
The 600 teachers will not come on board. How can you
believe anything this Minister for Education says when
he has not even kept his basic commitment — his one
and only rock-solid commitment — to the Catholic
education system? I support the motion before the
house.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — It gives me
great pleasure to rise to speak on this motion. What we
have just listened to is a clear demonstration of the
denial of those opposite about the fact that last year the
Victorian community sent a very clear message that it
was sick of the spin and rhetoric that came from those
opposite. After 11 years the Victorian community was
sick of the spin and rhetoric coming from those
opposite — from the Premier to the ministers down.
After listening to the contribution of the member for
Melton, I was wondering how long it would take those
opposite to blame the former Kennett government. It
only took us three days and here we are! They are in
denial. The tent has moved on, the caravan has moved
on, and those opposite need to understand that the
Victorian community sent a very clear message that it
no longer wants that party sitting opposite to be in
government.
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The person also went on to say that the party was
‘turning on itself’ and that ‘the Labor right was
imploding right at the time it needed to focus’.
This person went on to mention that this party had ‘no
political agenda’ and that:
Labor’s agenda, like that of most long-term governments —
John Howard’s excluded — was not being driven by an
unquenchable thirst to hold marginal seats. Operationally, the
government was not being run by cabinet or political
hardheads, but by the Premier’s media unit.

This person also went on to say that the problem was
also what he called Brumby’s B team:
Brumby surrounded himself with people who were afraid to
challenge him.

It is very interesting that the political commentator was
in fact Mr George Droutsas, who just happened to be
Victorian Labor’s senior campaign officer from 2006 to
2009. I thought that was a good segue into this debate
on education because the former government clearly
failed in the whole range of portfolios and in none more
so than in the area of education. I only need to look at
my own community and the way in which the former
government dealt with the residents of Ferntree Gully.
The member for Melton, when speaking about the
closure of schools, said that the closure of schools was
only done through consultation to achieve better
outcomes. In my own community, the Ferntree Gully
Secondary College and the Ferntree Gully Primary
School were closed. The parents at Ferntree Gully
Primary School were promised that as a consequence of
the closure of Wattle View Primary School, which
would be taking those children, would see significant
improvements. Not one cent was spent by those
opposite at Wattle View Primary School when the
Ferntree Gully school had closed.

Recently I was reading the comments of a political
commentator who was reflecting on the performance of
the former government. This person provided a
reflection on the election. This person provided some
reasoning as to why the former Labor government lost
the election. This person identified a number of reasons,
including, firstly, a loss of narrative, and secondly, that
John Brumby was seen to be arrogant, dismissive and a
poor listener. This person noted the former Premier’s
response to the 12 per cent swing in the Altona
by-election when he concluded that ‘voters had sent
him a message to press ahead and speed up the
implementation of his policies’. This person went on to
say:

One should look at the spin and rhetoric that came from
those opposite with respect to the Ferntree Gully
Primary School site. Rumours were abounding that the
school was going to be turned into a public housing
site. In fact in June 2009 the education department and
the Office of Housing denied that anything was set in
concrete, saying only that the discussions were
continuing.

Even on election night last week, when the bombs had
obliterated all and sundry, we witnessed a painfully delusional
and arrogant speech.

‘Transparent’ is a very interesting word because,
funnily enough, in answer to a question on notice that I

Brendan Ryan from the Department of Human Services
said an announcement would be made in due course:
Obviously we are dealing with public land and public
finances, so there is a process we need to go through to make
sure it is all transparent.
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put to the former Minister for Planning, he forgot to
talk to the staff in the Minister for Education’s office. In
response to one of my questions he said, ‘Oh, oh. The
plans for public housing on the site were in fact
commissioned in mid-2007’, which was two years
before the Minister for Education’s office said that
nothing concrete had actually been decided about the
site.
My community could see that this was a government
that was more driven by the spin, that was more driven
by the rhetoric, and less driven by the outcomes. My
community sent a very clear message at the last election
that it was sick of the spin and the rhetoric from those
opposite and wanted to see a new government that was
prepared to deliver.
In my community what were we prepared to do? I went
out and spoke to my school communities, I spoke to my
school principals, but more importantly I encouraged
them to speak to the government. I said, ‘Labor is the
government. Talk to its members as well. Make sure
the government is clearly aware of what you want’. I
listened as an opposition member and I ensured that our
party committed to deliver funds for these schools.
Four of my primary schools were to receive $15 million
in upgrades: Ferntree Gully North Primary School,
$4 million; Wattle View Primary School, $4 million;
Mountain Gate Primary School, $3 million; and
Fairhills Primary School, $4 million. I know that
information was provided to my Labor opponent
months before the election. Those opposite had every
opportunity to match the position that was put by the
opposition to provide some certainty for those school
communities.
I have schools in my electorate that are more than
50 years old. It is not acceptable for 21st century
education to be delivered in buildings that are nearly
50 years old, so I encouraged my schools to ensure they
got a commitment from the government because at the
end of the day it was not about me. It was about the
children, and it was about the parents, ensuring that
their children were being educated in the best facilities
possible.
And what did they get from those opposite? Nothing;
not a cent; not one word. Former government members
were not prepared to listen, and not prepared to act.
That is a very clear reflection on how the former
government sitting now in opposition treated Victorians
after 11 years. It looked after its friends, it looked after
its spin doctors, and it was only interested in its
self-interest. Those opposite should listen to the words
of George Droutsas, a senior member of the Labor
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Party, who provided a very clear and concise reflection
on where that political party lost its way.
Those opposite need to start listening, reflecting and
understanding that they lost their way and lost the
support of the Victorian community. They need to not
sit there as a government in exile, thinking that the
Victorian community got it wrong on the day and that
everything will be right in four years time. They need to
understand that Victorians want action. Victorians were
not getting any action from those opposite; they were
getting spin and rhetoric.
The member for Niddrie, who still thinks he is the
Deputy Premier — but he is just the member for
Niddrie now — made comment before about the
former Ferntree Gully secondary college site being
turned into the eastern autistic school. My community
supported that. In fact I have stood in this house and
called upon the former Minister for Education to create
that facility. As the sitting Liberal member I supported
the government’s announcement when it was made in
May 2010. My community was under the impression
that a P–12 autism spectrum disorder facility was going
to be delivered — $8 million was going to provide that.
Questions started to be raised, however, that the
government may not deliver a P–12 facility. For the
benefit of parents and their children I asked the minister
to clarify the status of that school. The government
could not provide any clarity, so we as the new
government and I as the local member, working with
the Minister for Education, have to get to the bottom of
this and sort out the status of that school so that we can
ensure that children who suffer from autism spectrum
disorder have the facility they were promised by those
opposite.
Those opposite lost their way. Theirs is a government
in exile, and the Victorian community has sent them a
very loud and clear message that they need to start
listening to.
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — I rise to support this
matter of public importance introduced by the
opposition. I am pleased to support the motion and
highlight to the people of Victoria — and many will not
be surprised — that one of the first things this new
government is doing is cutting funding to education. It
is the coalition’s form; it is what it does every time it is
in government. We saw it under Kennett writ large. It
took us many years to rebuild many of the things that
the Kennett government had cut. When Mr Kennett
came to office we saw a range of excuses used by the
then Liberal government as to why it had to do this.
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We are now seeing this new government desperately
hunting around for an excuse to cut education funding.
It has sought to suggest that there were holes in the
budget: ‘Oops, sorry, there are no holes in the budget.
We will have to look for some other excuse’. It seems
to me at this point in the government’s very short
history that government members are no longer even
looking for excuses. They are simply plucking a figure
out of the air and making glib comments about cutting
spin doctors. It is their first bit of spin to suggest that
they will not have spin doctors. I think they are called
media advisers, and last time I checked this new
government had plenty of them. Let me make a couple
of predictions. The government will have more. It has
increased cabinet by two ministers. It has increased the
standard and range of cars that ministers can pick from.
This is what coalition members do all the time. We
know what conservative members like to do when in
government. The first thing they like to do is get their
snouts in the trough. With Kennett we saw silver
service, and we have seen a whole range of other
things. We have seen perfectly good buildings
repainted. This is just part of what they are doing, and I
suspect that in a year or two we will see a whole lot
more.
I can tell the house one thing: in 1999 two months into
the term of the Bracks government we were not being
accused of broken promises. There were not newspaper
headlines saying that we had broken promises two
months into our term. This is a very good start for this
new conservative government in Victoria! I fear where
we will be at the end of four years and what we will
have to show for it.
What we have had to date from this new Minister for
Education is a commitment to cut $338 million from
the education budget. That was the minister’s very first
announcement. We are not surprised that slashing and
burning the education budget was one of the first things
the government announced.
We know conservatives do this because basically they
do not like governments. They certainly do not like
government education. We have already seen
legislation introduced that targets government schools
as if there are problems only in government schools.
Conservative governments previously have talked
about public education not teaching values. For
goodness sake; it is an outrage! All they ever do is try
to downgrade public education at every turn. They cut
government across the board. I am not sure why most
of them stand for Parliament; generally speaking they
do not like governments. They do not see governments
as having much of a role in anything.
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We have already heard this announcement. We know
$36 million is to be cut before the end of this financial
year, with the rest to follow over the next four years.
This government now needs to explain exactly how it is
going to rip this significant amount of funding out of
the system without cutting services. Government
members run out some glib lines about spin doctors,
external consultants, advertising and legal bills, but as
has been pointed out previously many of the areas they
say they will cut are not in the education budget. They
need to come clean as to where these cuts will come
from.
We have heard from a number of commentators in this
area. One of them, the president of the Australian
Education Union, Mary Bluett, has suggested it would
not be possible to cut funding without impacting on
schools. In the Age of 7 February this year she was
quoted as saying:
I can’t see where the cuts can come from — Victoria already
has the leanest education bureaucracy in the nation … They
want to cut $338 million from the education budget at a time
when every other state and territory is increasing their funding
for education.

We know the government’s form. It is part of its DNA,
if you like. We are not surprised by this at all, but we
lament it nonetheless.
If you were listening in this chamber, you might have
started to think that perhaps what the government says
has some merit, but then it goes and overstates it. It says
to the opposition that in the 11 years that we were in
government we did nothing for education. That is
demonstrably untrue, and it makes the government look
very foolish.
I would like to point out a couple of key areas. This
government says $3.7 billion in capital works across the
state of Victoria over the past 11 years is nothing. It
says providing 10 300 more teachers and support staff
across the state is nothing. It categorises as nothing the
reduction of class sizes from an average of 25 students,
which was the number the last time the current
government was in power, to an average of 22 students.
This is the lowest average class size in 37 years —
since record-keeping began. This all makes the
government look and sound extremely foolish.
Under the Bracks and Brumby governments we
invested $8.65 billion in our education system. The
government characterised that as nothing. All the extra
staff — the teachers and the support staff — count as
nothing. While in government, we worked with the
federal government to deliver a share of more than
$2.5 billion to every Victorian school through the
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Building the Education Revolution program,
stimulating the economy, creating jobs and building
21st century education facilities. We also signed a new
collective agreement between the government and
Victorian teachers which saw new graduate teachers
and the most experienced classroom teachers become
the highest paid in Australia. All of this is characterised
by the new government as nothing. We provided record
funding of $2 billion under the historic new Victorian
non-government schools funding agreement over four
years. The government would characterise that as
nothing.
Over the last 11 years the previous Labor government
committed $28 million across the electorate of
Macedon. When combined with the federal
government’s commitment, the figure rose to
$67 million. This government would characterise that
as nothing. It criticises us and says we wasted money
when in government. I think the government should
perhaps check the Weekly Times today. In it the
Minister for Agriculture and Food Security says the
government will invest money to look for big cats
across Victoria. We may as well look for Bigfoot or the
Loch Ness monster. That is what this government is
doing, yet its members have the gall to sit there and
scream across the chamber at us. They think that if they
yell the loudest and the hardest, they will win the
debate. I am sorry, but it does not work that way.
Locally we saw massive increases in funding in my
electorate under the previous Labor government. While
I am speaking on education in Macedon, I would urge
the new government to fund stage 4 of Gisborne
Secondary College for its new gym, and music and
drama centre. We look forward to seeing how this
government prioritises education across the state.
We have seen the Minister for Education talk about the
government’s positive contribution to education, yet its
first act is to cut funding and its second act is to renege
on a commitment made to the Catholic Education
Office. We have seen the member for Bulleen
characterise the massive investment in schools and
education over the last 11 years as achieving nothing.
This is overstated and demonstrably untrue. It makes
the government look foolish. For this government to
trash the previous Labor government — a government
that prioritised education, with its massive investment
in capital funding — and to characterise all it did as
nothing denigrates our teachers, schools and parents as
well as the education system in this state.
Mr BURGESS (Hastings) — It is a pleasure to rise
to speak on this matter of public importance (MPI). It is
beneficial that it comes up at this stage because it gives
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our new members an opportunity to see Labor in action.
It gives them an opportunity to see the complete
hypocrisy of those who sit opposite. Most people will
agree that education is vital to this state and its future.
Over the last 11 years the Labor Party said that
education was its no. 1 priority, but unfortunately its
actions did not match its rhetoric.
Historically Victoria’s public education system has
been very strong, but under Labor it has laboured and
gone backwards. In fact it is recognised that Labor
stifled and hobbled the public education system.
Almost all growth in Victorian schools happened in the
independent system and the Catholic system. The
previous Labor government stalled public schools and
allowed independent schools to prosper. That is exactly
what it has done.
It is not surprising that this MPI is on this subject
because the previous Labor government, now the
opposition, lives in a state of denial; it always has. You
do not have to look back very far to see this. The
previous speaker said that there were funding cuts
under the Kennett government. Just to what degree that
was so is disputed. The previous government never
added that the reason for those funding cuts was the
atrocious mess this state was left in by the Cain and
Kirner governments. Some of the people involved then
remain in the opposition today. Certainly behind the
scenes Labor is driven by the very same ideology that
has made this state struggle whenever there is a Labor
government in power.
Blaming Mr Kennett for everything is a trademark of
the previous Labor government, and it continues to
blame him now it is in opposition. I find that
extraordinary. It has moved past denial. It is not just a
state of mind with the Labor Party, it has become a
genetic disease. Not only did Labor blame previous
Liberal governments, it also blamed Mr Kennett for
what Mr Cain and Mrs Kirner did. During the
December sitting of the house the member for Melton
and the member for Yan Yean stood up and tried to
blame a government that had been in power for
three weeks for their complete failure to deliver for
their electorates over 11 years. That is extraordinary,
and it is something that new members of this house
need to take on board and understand. They are
precisely the kinds of people we are dealing with
because that is precisely the ideology of the Labor
Party.
I listened to the member for Niddrie saying how
fantastic the education policy of the previous
government was. What he seems to completely
ignore — and it seems to be implicit in the MPI before
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us today — is that the Victorian people rejected those
policies. The only people who do not seem to have
worked that out are those in the Labor Party. Labor
members are blaming the new government for failures
that they thrust upon this state over the last 11 years,
and that is very much the way the Labor Party works.
Education in this state was dealt a nasty blow under the
Cain and Kirner governments. When she was Premier
Joan Kirner closed all of the technical colleges across
Victoria. I quote from a paper by Lesley F. Preston,
Voices from Technical Education, which appeared in
the History of Education Review, volume 37, no. 2,
2008:
In 1989, Joan Kirner asserted that, under previous
governments, ‘technical schools and high schools were
divided. Technical schools were for boys to learn things
through the use of their hands. High schools were for girls to
do business studies’. Kirner claimed that ‘one of the business
advances that we have made as a government is to determine
that from 1 January next year (1990) there will be no such
thing as technical schools and high schools to divide and layer
students’.

Further in the document the author said:
I suggest that, during the 1960–80s period, the Victorian ALP
associated universal university education with ‘equal
opportunity’ and promoted academia for all young people
irrespective of their individual abilities and aspirations. The
‘tech’s’ innate paradoxes were effectively manipulated to
destroy an effective system that had evolved in response to a
community demand over eight decades.

In concluding that part of the article the author said:
These ‘tech’ characteristics are the important ‘something’ lost
to contemporary young people and vital in an era attempting
to reconstitute technical education.

The Baillieu government has recognised that fact and
announced, prior to the election, a $4 million
commitment to build a technical college in Somerville,
which is in my electorate of Hastings. That is an ideal
place for a technical college to be built because the
Hastings electorate has the highest number of trade
qualifications of any electorate across Victoria and yet
there is nowhere for them to be effectively and
efficiently trained. Technical colleges provide real
alternatives for children going through schools that
perhaps do not excel at the core subjects of education.
In fact one of my sons struggles a bit with the core
subjects but could pull my car to pieces and put it back
together with no problem at all.
The education system that was thrust on this state by
the previous Labor government was a one-size-fits-all
system that did not recognise that children are different
and learn differently, that they have various levels of
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skills, and that the skills that they do have are every bit
as valuable as some of the academic skills that we cater
for so well in the core subjects. Everybody is different,
diversity is critical to the future of this state, and the
Baillieu government is recognising that and building it
into its education policy, which was a complete failure
of the previous government.
My electorate also boasts some of the very high
employing industry groups such as BlueScope Steel,
Inghams Enterprises and Esso. Those groups are very
keen to be involved in the development of a
leading-edge technical college. They are keen to be
involved in the curriculum and to apply the more
practical aspects of the education required for these
people to get a good quality education that will see
them satisfy not only their needs as they grow and
develop into good members of our community, but also
satisfy the needs of our community with respect to the
people that we need to be providing to the employers to
keep our industries rolling and to keep our state at the
forefront.
We are looking to develop in Somerville a technical
college that would be a centre of excellence in training
and would be supplemented off site by local businesses.
It would be a great boon for the local community, and it
would also allow the children of our local community
to pursue a career that is a practical alternative to the
mainstream. But it is also something that this
community needs at the moment, particularly given that
our tradespeople are in the greatest demand they have
been in for a very long time. Therefore we need to be
promoting schools that will develop people with these
skills.
It is not surprising that the Labor Party has introduced
this MPI at the first opportunity in the new Parliament.
It is not surprising that it has used education to try to
push a point to this house, as opposition members live
in an era of denial. They are very much into blame
shifting rather than responsibility taking, and it is very
clear from this MPI that they still think they were right
and that the Victorian community just had a really bad
day on 27 November 2010 and made a mistake that it
will soon rectify. That is not the case. The policies of
the previous government were rejected, and the Baillieu
government will deliver on good education for Victoria.
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — It is a pleasure to speak
today on this matter of public importance on education
cutbacks. Here we go again: coalition backbenchers are
being forced to stand up and defend the indefensible —
education cutbacks. They inherited a booming
economy, a surplus budget and record employment —
you could not ask for anything more. The economy was
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the absolute jewel in the crown of Australia. Every
other state acknowledged what a great economy we had
and a solid position in this state. Yet in the first week
back in Parliament, the first week back at school for
kids and the start of the second decade of this new
century — a time when every other country and states
in this nation are increasing education budgets — and
we see cutbacks. The government is walking away
from public education in this state.
Earlier I listened to the contribution of the Minister for
Education. He is not in the chamber now for this
important education debate, but I know him to be
absolutely committed to education. But we all know the
story here: it is not up to him. The toecutters in
Treasury, the central government, are desperate to get
money to fund their unfunded liabilities. We all
remember that the coalition would not put its policies
up for proper costings and would not release the blue
books and Treasury estimates of its costings. Therefore
the education minister is forced to defend cutbacks in
education because he knows the government has to find
money to fund some of its other core promises. Whilst
one could say the slowdown on capital works funding
and the $388 million slash from the education budget
will be the end of it — and maybe this is it; let us hope
it is — most of us do not believe that is the case. Here
we are in the first week back in Parliament and we have
a return to the way things were under the former
coalition.
Many new members on the back bench probably do not
remember what happened the previous time the Liberal
coalition was in power. They do not remember the
9000 or so teachers who were sacked, the 300 schools
that were closed or the massive cutbacks in education,
the depression in the teaching workforce and the
decline in retention rates, in achievement rates and in
literacy and maths. They do not remember the massive
class size increases — 25 kids in prep classes. My kids
went through that, and they remember it. It was
detrimental to their early education. Let us hope we do
not go back to those days.
I would like to talk, firstly, about walking away from
the Victorian schools plan. Those opposite say, ‘We
won’t be able to deliver’, ‘We may not deliver in the
time frame’ and ‘We may not deliver it’. Are they
going to scrap it or are they just right now softening the
grounds for scrapping it? They have been critics of this
plan. I remember that under the last coalition
government the previous capital works budget,
including that for computers, was between $70 million
and $90 million a year. It ramped up to $600 million
and then it ramped up to the program to rebuild or
modernise every single government school.
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Mr R. Smith interjected.
Mr HERBERT — We have heard carping from
across the table. I remember many others on the other
side asking to get money for capital works in their
electorates. The then government was ramping up the
biggest capital works rebuild in this state that was
necessary to address the massive slashes and cutbacks
that were done. Whilst those opposite whinge and
whine and carry on, the facts are very simple: in the last
term of government there was $1.9 billion for
553 schools right across the state — 53 more than were
promised in the first tranche; 20 new schools; 42 small
rural replacement schools, and a lot of them were
certainly not in Labor areas; 400 new relocatable
classrooms, which are terrific learning spaces; 30 new
technical wings in secondary schools; and 2 new
selective entry schools. That was in the first tranche of a
massive commitment to rebuild every single school in
the state.
That seems to be gone, and that is disappointing. In my
electorate I work pretty hard with the people in the
schools, and they work really hard. I will not be an
apologist for backbenchers and members who did not
work hard to promote schools in their electorates. I
know that in Sherborne, Eltham and Eltham East a
range of schools, including St Helena Secondary
College, are now much better education institutions
because of that capital works build. I know also that in
the capital planning process there are people with high
hopes in a whole heap of other schools, including
Montmorency South Primary School and
Montmorency Secondary School. We now see those
hopes dashed. We see right across the state the hopes of
hundreds of thousands of people, tens of thousands of
teachers and hundreds of schools of getting new
facilities to meet the educational needs of this century,
specifically of the next 10 to 20 years, dashed because
there is simply no commitment to capital works in
education.
The other new revelation is hidden in the budget
papers: $388 million is to be slashed from education —
that is, $388 million in savings are to be found over the
next four years. It was brought out in a briefing to the
opposition that $38 million in savings is to be found in
the current year.
Mr Burgess — On a point of order, Deputy
Speaker, just seeking some clarification from the
member. He has indicated that the figures he is
referring to were hidden away in the budget papers.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! That is not a
point of order.
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Mr Burgess — I would like just some clarification.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! That is not a
point of order.
Mr HERBERT — Of course it is not in the budget
papers. What we have here is a departmental briefing
that indicates that $388 million — $38 million in this
year alone — in savings have to be found to swell
Treasury coffers. What does that mean for education?
We have heard members opposite admit this already.
They say that this is about stopping waste, stopping
public relations et cetera. It sounds like it is about
stopping communications. It sounds like it is about
hiding information; it is about stopping communication
with parents, teachers and the community about what
government is doing. What an absolute disgrace.
If that was it, you would say, ‘Okay, that’s it’. But there
is more than that, is there not? We heard from the
Minister for Education that he will meet all promises.
We have not seen that. What about the promise to make
Victorian teachers the highest paid in the country? How
many times have those opposite been asked about that
promise? Time in, time out they refuse to guarantee that
straightforward commitment that has been made since
2008, that Victorian teachers will be the highest paid.
We cannot get clarification of that, and we certainly
cannot get clarification that the teacher wage increases
will not come at the cost of class sizes, teaching
conditions or school budgets. I would like to hear the
minister at the table, the Minister for Environment and
Climate Change, give that guarantee: that those
opposite will meet their commitment without slashing
funding to schools, school budgets, class sizes or
teaching conditions.
In concluding, I indicate that we have a worrying trend
here. We have the Minister for Education and other
government members saying that their only
commitment on capital works is to their election
promises. That is an interesting point. What does that
say about capital works planning and school
redevelopment in this state? What does it say about
provision in regional Victoria? What does it say about
independent advice from the public service about
priorities for schools to be rebuilt? What does that say
about a planning process that individual schools and
regions and districts of schools enter into to look at their
educational needs to rebuild schools? Has that gone out
the window? Are we to hear that the only priorities are
on a whiteboard in the minister’s office and that those
opposite will determine according to their political
electoral needs where capital is spent in this state? What
a disgrace. That is all we have heard from the minister
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and others opposite. They have said, ‘We will meet our
election commitments’.
Nothing has been said about due process or about
public service independence in the hundreds of millions
of dollars spent on capital works. What we hear is a
whiteboard philosophy on the spending of public
money on capital works. That is to the detriment of all.
Let us hope that this is just a bit of a blip and not the
start of a process that will take us back to the days when
state education was not a priority in Victoria.
Mr BULL (Gippsland East) — I rise to speak on
this matter of public importance submitted by the
member for Niddrie. I would like to challenge the claim
that this government plans to delay the building of
schools. I acknowledge the significant educational
commitments by the government in Gippsland East and
outline two projects that are very strong cases in point.
The first of those is a commitment by the coalition
government of $10 million for the Bairnsdale
Secondary College. The Bairnsdale Secondary College
has a very interesting history. It was formed when the
old Bairnsdale High School and the Bairnsdale
Technical School were amalgamated. At the time it was
a great idea, but through the advent of time and the
growth of the school that facility has become very tired
and does not meet the needs of the community. I saw
this myself firsthand when I was working at that school
in my previous employment with the Australian Sports
Commission. I saw the problems that people —
students, teachers and visitors — have in travelling
from one campus to another. It is most inappropriate.
The former Bairnsdale High School had become
extremely run down. For a number of years —
11 years — the school community lobbied the previous
government, seeking a commitment to have a new
facility that would meet the educational needs of the
students in East Gippsland generally and Bairnsdale in
particular. During my campaign I was very pleased to
have the then shadow Minister for Education come to
Bairnsdale. I commend him for that. He travelled up to
Bairnsdale and met with the school community
delegation of the acting principal, Greg Button, the
chairman of the school council, Chris Barry, and other
members, including Frances Haldane and Peter Falla,
who were very passionate about having the school
rebuilt.
On that visit the then shadow minister was
accompanied by not only me but also Peter Hall and
Philip Davis, members of the other place. We met with
the school, heard about the issues, saw firsthand what
the issues were, listened and acted. It was very well
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received by people in a school who had been lobbying
the previous government for many years and who had
had absolutely no action. The commitment will
consolidate the school and allow for better educational
outcomes. It will provide a modern, purpose-built,
state-of-the-art facility that will enhance educational
outcomes. That does not sound like a government that
is going to delay the building of schools. The
Bairnsdale Secondary College has produced many
wonderful outcomes. Obviously the new facility will
enhance the school’s opportunities to do that.
The school community is to be congratulated on the
representations that its members made to the then
opposition to secure the commitment. They worked
hard and did a great job. I saw the delight on their faces
when they had a chance to talk to a then shadow
Minister for Education, who made the solid
commitment to respond to something that the school
community has required for many years.
The second case in point is the Toorloo Arm Primary
School. For those members who do not know, Toorloo
Arm Primary School was very small, but it is growing
rapidly. It is just east of Lakes Entrance. In the past two
years that school has outgrown itself; the enrolment has
gone from 100 to over 150 students in just two years. It
is one of the fastest growing regions and one of the
fastest growing schools in my electorate. Like the
Bairnsdale Secondary College community, the Toorloo
Arm Primary School community lobbied the previous
government heavily but got no response. Once again
the shadow minister at the time travelled to Toorloo
Arm. He met with a very passionate community led by
the principal, David Sumner, the school council
president, Vaughn Kingston, and a large group of
parents, including Tony and Derena Carroll, who had
lobbied the former government for a long period for
better school facilities and did not receive a positive
response.
What the former shadow minister saw when he went to
Toorloo Arm was the biggest mishmash of portables.
The school had 10 buildings; one was a solid structure
and the other nine were relocatables which were thrown
on the school site in an ad hoc manner that, as I said,
created a great mishmash. This created enormous
problems that fell on the deaf ears of the previous
government. There was no cover for kids going from
classroom to classroom on rainy days; there was no
cover for kids going from classrooms to the toilets —
they would end up drenched; and there was no cover
for kids who needed to go to the school library to get a
book to continue their studies — they could not do it on
a rainy day. There were serious issues with traffic and
drop-off and pick-up points. The parents described it as
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a disaster waiting to happen. The school enrolments
were growing and growing. There were more cars and a
more unsafe environment with each new enrolment. At
the time the school informed the then shadow minister
that the school did not meet basic fire safety criteria as a
result of having nine elevated portables on the site.
Toorloo Arm Primary School is another school that is
growing massively and achieving great outcomes in a
facility with obvious issues. The substandard facility,
where there was no joy because the previous
government did not upgrade it, did not match the
terrific culture that existed at the school. The minister
met with a very passionate community. He heard their
concerns; he heard their issues. He met with them face
to face, he listened and he acted with a $3 million
commitment to rebuild the school. This does not sound
to me like a government that is delaying the building of
new schools.
I have no doubt that in both cases the rebuilds will
provide massively improved educational outcomes for
the kids in Gippsland East. It was a case of the
coalition, which was then in opposition and now is in
government, travelling out to places, listening to people
on the ground and acting. The communities that lobbied
Labor for many years but were ignored are now happy.
They have some concrete answers, and they have
something to look forward to in the future.
Whilst talking about the teaching service I point out that
this Friday the Minister responsible for the Teaching
Profession will come to Gippsland East to address the
Gippsland principals’ conference. This is in line with
the coalition’s view of keeping open, good lines of
communication between the minister and all aspects of
the education sector.
I commend the government for its tough stand on
bullying, giving greater powers to principals to make
school environments a safer place for our children and
increasing the number of welfare officers in schools.
In winding up, I clarify that all these issues have come
into the light of day because of the incoming
government, especially the issues concerning the two
schools in Gippsland East which have for many years
lobbied for improved facilities because they have been
forced to carry out their educational role in substandard
facilities that do not meet the educational needs of the
students. They have been listened to for the first time in
11 years. They have had some solid commitments
made. They are now happy. They have a future; they
have something to look forward to. I thank the Minister
for Education for his very proactive role in achieving
this.
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Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — Thank you,
Deputy Speaker, for the opportunity to contribute on
the matter of public importance before the house today.
It is important that our schools in Victoria are safe,
caring and nurturing places. A part of the government’s
policy, when in opposition, was to provide an
additional $100 million for the employment of
150 primary welfare officers. School environments
have a duty of care to both parents and students to
ensure that there are safe and nurturing school
environments where there is an absence of bullying.
This particular policy initiative will be very important
on the ground.
When I was first elected to this place after 10 years of
Labor reign in Victoria, I took the opportunity to visit a
strong secondary college in a Labor heartland
electorate. I was staggered to see that the walls had
been punched in without being repaired, weeds were
growing out of the spouting and the spouting that ran
into the drains in the ground had rusted away. I was
staggered that after 10 years of Labor investment in
education there were these run-down learning
environments.
On another occasion I attended a working bee in my
own electorate after 10 long, dark years of Labor rule
between 1982 and 1992. Along with other parents I was
amazed and staggered to discover that the obligation of
this parent working bee was to paint over rotting
windows. No-one in their right mind, if they were
renovating their home, would have invested in a pot of
paint to patch up windows that actually needed stronger
infrastructure and maintenance support. This was after
10 years of Labor rule.
In more recent years there have been strong imperatives
for the upgrade and rebuilding of schools across
metropolitan Melbourne. A number of Labor speakers
have referred to whiteboards and the rebuilding of
schools based upon political imperatives. I am not sure
whether the notion of whiteboards is too close to their
psyche, because it is a common understanding within
the state education profession in the southern part of
Melbourne that funding was not dispersed on the basis
of need but rather on practical political imperatives
servicing the needs of the Labor Party. In the
electorates of Bentleigh and Mordialloc there are very
clear-cut and strong examples — —
Mr Herbert — Come on, what about Mentone Girls
Secondary College in your electorate?
Mr THOMPSON — I welcome the interjection
from the member for Eltham in terms of the
Sandringham electorate, because it had been
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overlooked for a period of 11 years. There was no
significant funding delivered on the ground during that
11-year period for a major secondary college that
needed strong support. Nothing substantive was
delivered on the ground during that period.
The Liberal Party has a strong commitment to and the
objective of delivering good support on the ground in a
range of policy areas. In the area of indigenous
education we will be working closely with the
indigenous community of Victoria to improve retention
rates, literacy and numeracy so that all Victorians have
opportunities to gain meaningful roles within the
workforce.
In the area of community language schools there is a
commitment to increase the payments per capita from
$120 per year to $190 per year. Victoria’s diaspora is
from over 200 countries. There are many strong
community language schools and programs, and it is a
great opportunity to nurture the retention of language
skills which will help improve the ability of Victorian
students to converse in the language of their family’s
country of origin and also include the vibrancy of
engaging with the global community in the years and
decades ahead. In 2009 there were more than 36 000
students in this state studying some 42 different
languages, and the financial support on the ground from
the coalition will go a long way to strengthening this
cohort of students in an ongoing role through the
community language program.
Then there is the commitment to languages other than
English (LOTE) education, where it is an objective of
the coalition to provide an opportunity for LOTE
training for every government school student from prep
to year 10 over the next 15-year period, in addition to
and complementing the role of community language
schools. There will be an investment of $1 million a
year for start-up grants to schools taking up LOTE
education for the first time to purchase specialist
materials, and this will be of help on the ground.
In relation to overall objectives in education, the
coalition will be focused on investment in child welfare
and students with special needs. I had earlier indicated
the increase of 150 primary welfare officers to provide
early diagnosis and referral of students with
behavioural, mental health and welfare problems and to
coordinate support for students and their families.
Every member in this chamber would have dealt with
requests for support for students who needed
integration aide support, students who might have a
physical disability or a diagnosis of autism or
Asperger’s syndrome, or some other area of need which
could be complemented through good support to enable
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students to have educational pathways, realise their
individual abilities and fulfil them to the highest degree
possible.
The coalition is committed to a strong support role for
maths and science, where there would be additional
places. One hundred science and maths teachers will be
recruited to work in primary schools to increase
students’ interest in science and mathematics, a very
important development area. Noticing the
developments in the last decade in this state, tertiary
education is one of the strongest drivers of the Victorian
economy. It is important that particular role be
strengthened, developed and sustained into the future.
The complementary nature of a strong maths and
science program will strengthen teaching of those
subjects in tertiary institutions and later on lead to the
strengthening of Victoria’s role in research and
development.
The Parkville strip is a great achievement on the part of
the state. The various medical research institutes where
good support has been given to graduates from
Victorian schools has led to Victoria becoming a world
leader in medical and scientific research. The
commitment of the coalition to strengthening the
teaching of maths and science in Victorian schools will
be of great benefit.
The Your Job, Your Say survey of Victorian
government school principals contains a number of
interesting statistics I would like to refer to: 71 per cent
of principals said too much red tape makes it hard to get
things done on their job; 77 per cent said they did not
have all the necessary equipment and support required
to do their job correctly; 77 per cent feel they do not
have a sense of belonging to the central office; 75 per
cent responded that they do not have enough time to do
their job effectively; 71 per cent were not told about
upcoming changes in time to prepare for them; 68 per
cent said change is not well managed by the
government; and 68 per cent said the government is not
genuinely interested in the wellbeing of its employees.
Based on the survey it is clear the Labor Party failed to
deliver on almost every measure in education, despite
the commitment and goodwill of school principals.
These are some of the objectives outlined by the
coalition that will be delivered in the current term of
Parliament. These are some of the concerns. One only
needs to look at the failure in Labor government
investment in this state over the last 11 years to
understand what could have been the case in Victoria,
where improvements could have been delivered on the
ground. The investment in myki could have delivered
over 50 new schools in Victoria.
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The other failed IT projects in this state include the
housing integrated information program system known
as HiiP in the Office of Housing, the bailout of Anite
and the investment in maintaining a white elephant
program and a dual system. There is a white elephant in
the Victorian online conveyancing project. The last
time I checked, that cost $50 million. That would have
built two to three new schools in this state, yet that
money has been wasted by the government, as is the
case with other IT projects, whether they be Project
Rosetta, HealthSMART or the ultranet. They were
either over budget, involved a failure to deliver in time,
or were abandoned altogether.
This failure in service delivery has not been to the
benefit of the wise expenditure of the Victorian
taxpayers dollar, which the coalition is committed to in
delivering on its promises.
Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — I wish to contribute
briefly on this matter of public importance. It is a matter
of concern that education has become a political
plaything for this government. Importantly from our
perspective the shadow Minister for Public Transport,
the member for Northcote, and, in his contribution
today, the member for Niddrie, have indicated quite
clearly that there are secret plans afoot to cut the
education budget. That simply cannot translate into
some miraculous way for the bureaucracy to reduce
entitlements or funding without it having a transparent
and dramatic effect upon educational outcomes.
The previous Bracks and Brumby governments made
education their no. 1 priority. We invested substantially
in rebuilding schools and employing more teachers.
The consequence has been to give this current
government a strong framework going forward. I
support the matter of public importance.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Standing and sessional orders
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) — By
leave, I wish to move the motion standing in my name
on the notice paper in an amended form. I move:
(1) That standing orders be amended as follows:
(a) standing order 152, omit ‘SO 5(5)’ in paragraph (2)
and insert ‘SO 5(4)’;
(b) omit SO 165 and insert the following standing
order:
‘165 Procedure for a party vote
(1) After the doors are locked the Chair restates
the question.
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(2) To cast their votes, members must sit in their
allocated places in the chamber. By doing so,
members of parties are deemed to be voting to
support the response of their party members
given at the time the Chair originally put the
question, unless they inform their whip, or
representative, that they intend casting a
contrary vote under paragraph (6).
(3) First the Clerk asks any independent member
to cast his or her vote.
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Act 2006 will be incorporated in Hansard, without
leave being required.
3

If the minister responsible is not present in the
house to respond to issues raised by members
under SO 33, the minister will provide a written
response to the member who raised the matter
within 30 days.
4

(4) The Clerk next asks the whip of each party, or
their representative, to report the party’s
votes; parties are asked to report in the order
of the size of their parliamentary membership.
(5) Each whip reports the number of ayes or
noes. The report must only relate to votes cast
by members present in the chamber and every
member present must vote.
(6) After the votes have been reported by the
parties, any member who is voting contrary to
his or her party will cast a vote.
(7) Where it becomes obvious that one member
only is voting for either the ayes or the noes,
the Chair must immediately declare the
resolution of the house. The member who
called for the division may ask for his or her
dissent to be recorded in the Votes and
Proceedings. The Chair then directs the Clerk
to record that dissent.
(8) The whip of each party, or their
representative, may before the result of the
vote is announced by the Chair, challenge the
report of votes given by another party. Where
the report is challenged the Chair may direct
that the matter be resolved by a personal vote.
(9) The Chair announces the result to the house.
(10) The whip of each party, or their
representative, will immediately advise the
Clerk of the names of those members of their
party that were not present for the vote.
(11) The Clerk will record the result of the vote
and the names of those members voting aye
and no and publish those details in the Votes
and Proceedings.’.
(2) That the following sessional orders be adopted, to come
into operation with immediate effect:
‘1

Days and times of meeting
Unless otherwise ordered, the house will meet each
Tuesday at 2.00 p.m., and each Wednesday and
Thursday at 9.30 a.m.

2

Incorporation of statements of compatibility
A statement of compatibility tabled under s 28 of
the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities

Responses to adjournment matters

Condolence motions
Where a condolence motion occurs under
SO 42(1)(a), the house may adjourn for a period of
1 hour at the conclusion of the motion.

5

Time limits on answers under SO 55
The time limit for the answer to each oral question
is 4 minutes.

6

Content of answers
Standing order 58(1)(a) be suspended and all
answers to questions must be direct, factual,
succinct and relevant.

7

Giving notice
Standing order 140 be suspended and the following
to apply:
(1) A member may only move a motion to
discuss a subject if he or she has given notice
of that motion on a previous sitting day.
(2) Copies of all notices, whether to be given
orally or in writing, must be provided to the
clerks at the table before notices are called on
by the Speaker.
(3) Oral notices must be read to the house. They
can only be given before the house proceeds
to the business of the day as set out in the
notice paper.
(4) All notices given by ministers must be oral.
(5) A maximum overall total of 10 general
business oral notices may be given each
sitting day, five from government
backbenchers collectively, and five from
non-government members collectively.
Non-government notices will be apportioned
between members on a pro rata basis,
according to the non-government
representation in the house.
(6) In addition to notices given under
paragraph (5), members may give written
notice by lodging a copy, identified as a
written notice, with the clerks in accordance
with paragraph (2). Members are not entitled
to also give such notices orally.
(7) A motion by a member expressing no
confidence in the Premier and ministers, in
the terms set out in s 8A of the Constitution
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Act 1975, may only be given orally under
paragraph (5) or, where a member seeks to
move the motion during formal business by
leave, and leave is refused, the member may
give notice of that motion despite the
provisions of paragraph (5).
(8) Except where a member has given notice
under paragraph (5), the Clerk must notify the
Speaker of a notice of a motion by a member
to disallow a statutory rule to which SO 151
applies, and the Speaker will report details to
the house at the first convenient opportunity.’.

In moving the motion in an amended form, I
particularly draw attention to paragraph 7(7). These are
significant amendments to both sessional orders and
standing orders. As proposed by the Premier, part of
our package of policies in the lead-up to the election
was to make significant changes to the sessional and
standing orders of the Parliament. We seek to improve
the efficiency of the operation of the house to ensure
that all members of this place are truly accountable to
the house, and, most importantly, to try to improve the
behaviour of all members to ensure that they treat the
Parliament with the appropriate respect the Parliament
deserves.
Turning to the first-principle amendments, which are
amendments to the standing orders, I will provide the
house with an explanation as to what is occurring.
Under current standing order 165 when the votes are
being recorded during a party vote the whip casts the
votes on behalf of individual members. We are elected
to represent our constituencies and the state of Victoria,
but we are all elected as individual members. How we
cast our vote is a matter for individual members, and
while members may choose to participate along party
lines on whatever side of the house they sit, individual
members have the ability not to vote for the party
position and to potentially cross the floor.
While there is a mechanism for that to occur,
everybody agrees that the efficiencies in relation to a
party vote introduced in the last Parliament should be
maintained. Time spent by the house is saved as
significant delays can occur with a normal division. An
individual vote is of some concern and has been for a
number of years. Both sides of the house accept that a
party vote is a mechanism for speeding up the process
and determining the will of the house by way of a
division. What has happened with the drafting of the
standing orders has led to this anomaly, a matter of
concern to our side of the house for some time — that
is, the whip is casting the vote on behalf of the member,
and in doing so is trammelling the rights of individual
members to cast their vote individually in this chamber.
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The amendment merely substitutes the word ‘cast’ with
the word ‘report’ — that is, individual members still
cast their vote. By taking their place in the chamber
they are deemed to be supporting the party’s position,
but they have the ability not to support the party’s
position as long as they notify the whip of that fact prior
to the division occurring to enable the whip to properly
report the votes. That is a very important prerogative of
individual members. The wording has been changed so
that the whip reports the vote — that is, the totality of
individual members who are voting along party lines
will then be reported to the house; the votes will not
actually be cast.
As I said, it is a matter that troubled many members of
the then opposition and now government. Accordingly
now we are in a position to make the change we
certainly believe it will improve the mechanism of the
standing orders. It does not in any way interfere with
the practical outcome in relation to the speed of
reporting divisions and the expediting of the process of
divisions, which I think we all accept has been a
worthwhile improvement. As I said, the standing orders
only go to the particular issue of changing the
mechanism for a whip reporting a vote, rather than the
casting of that vote.
I will move on to the proposed sessional orders as set
out in the motion before the house. Regarding the first
proposed sessional order, ‘Days and times of meeting’,
I do not think there is anything of any concern. There
were similar sessional orders in the last Parliament. The
sessional order requires the house in a sitting week to
sit on a Tuesday at 2.00 p.m. and each Wednesday and
Thursday at 9.30 a.m. This sessional order obviates the
need to move an individual motion on every individual
sitting day. Sitting weeks will be set out in accordance
with those times.
In relation to proposed sessional order 2 entitled
‘Incorporation of statements of compatibility’, under
the present operation of the house without this sessional
order the minister would have to seek leave on each
occasion in order to have a statement of compatibility
incorporated. No doubt in normal cases that leave
would always be provided, but this sessional order
allows that to happen automatically without leave being
sought.
Importantly, proposed sessional order 3, ‘Responses to
adjournment matters’, has been an issue of concern.
The government party when in opposition was
concerned that in many cases ministers were not
responding in a timely manner to important and
significant matters raised in the adjournment debate.
My experience in opposition was that in many cases
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when I raised matters in the adjournment debate the
minister was not present in the chamber. In fact I
cannot think of a single occasion in the last Parliament
where I ever got a minister to respond in person to an
adjournment matter. I might be corrected on that, but
certainly in the vast majority of cases the minister
responded eventually in writing. I note that in some
cases those responses were not given in a timely
manner, to the point where a matter that was raised in
some urgency could receive a very delayed minister’s
response.
In one case — not in the last Parliament but in one of
the parliaments in which I was a member — the
response occurred some six months after I raised the
matter in the house. This proposed sessional order
would ensure that ministers would respond in a timely
manner, and a 30-day period for those responses seems
appropriate. It is a practice that has been operating in
the upper house for a number of years. We are merely
replicating the upper house position on responses to
adjournment matters to ensure that ministers respond in
a timely manner and do not allow these matters to drag
on unnecessarily.
Proposed sessional order 4, ‘Condolence motions’,
would ensure that at the conclusion of a condolence
motion there would be a standard adjournment period
of 1 hour. A condolence motion occurs at an
appropriate time after the funeral of a deceased member
has taken place. It enables as many members who wish
to speak on that condolence motion to express their
profound grief and sorrow at the passing of a former
colleague or otherwise. It also gives the house an
opportunity to express its profound condolences to
members of the family, who in many cases are present
during that motion. The tradition is that the family is
given an opportunity in the Speaker’s dining room to
have afternoon tea with members, and the opportunity
is thereby given to all members to express their
condolences personally to the family. It is felt that an
adjournment time of 1 hour would be sufficient to deal
with those matters.
Of course in appropriate circumstances that
adjournment time could be extended by way of leave.
In those circumstances it will be up to all parties in the
house to determine whether that is appropriate or
otherwise. The standard practice should be that 1 hour
is provided after the completion of the condolence
motion and for individual members to have the
opportunity to express their personal condolences to the
family without interruption by the business of the
house. Again I note the adjournment time could be
extended by way of leave in appropriate circumstances.
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Proposed sessional order 5 is entitled ‘Time limits on
answers under standing order 55’. Time limits for
answers have been a matter of enormous discussion and
not only in this Parliament. I was a member of the
Standing Orders Committee in the last Parliament, and
these matters were certainly discussed. The length of
answers and how to deal with questions have been
matters of profound debate around this country, if not
around the world in Westminster parliaments. As a way
of dealing with the issue of question time and of
expediting question time to ensure that answers are
provided and provided in a way that will not delay the
other business of the house unnecessarily, there will be
a time limit of 4 minutes for providing an answer.
There are issues with the current practices of the house
in relation to answers that have not been touched on or
dealt with, but the government feels that a 4-minute
time limit for answers is appropriate.
In relation to what is commonly the practice in this
chamber — a robust chamber where members debate
issues and express views strongly — there is always the
opportunity for members to make points of order during
the course of question time. It certainly was the case
when I was in opposition, and it is certainly still the
case, as we have seen recently, now that I am in
government. Speaker, you always have the discretion to
stop the clock. Indeed I anticipate, without directing or
otherwise, that that discretion to stop the clock during a
point of order would be exercised appropriately,
perhaps liberally — and I mean that in a non-political
way — on the understanding that the house is entitled
to get an answer which is provided in an expeditious
way. But it is the right of every member to raise a point
of order during the course of debate, and that should not
prevent an answer being delivered. Obviously in the
hands of the government, for example, points of order
could be raised by government members that could
prevent an answer being provided if the 4-minute rule
were to apply absolutely.
I repeat, while we have provided for a 4-minute limit on
answers to questions, there is no limit other than those
imposed by the current practices that apply in relation
to questions. But most importantly, there is an
expectation, certainly on the government side and I
imagine I speak for the opposition as well, that that
discretion to stop the clock will be exercised in an
appropriate way bearing in mind that the house is
entitled to get answers and that those answers should
not be interrupted by points of order. As I said, no
matter whether a point of order is in order or not — it
may be frivolous or vexatious or otherwise — it is still
the right of every member to raise a point of order. The
Speaker will be ruling on those points of order, and at
the commencement of the answer the clock will start
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again. As I said, the 4-minute rule is there to provide
expeditious answers to questions without in any way
derogating from the other important business of the
house.
Secondly, in relation to question time — and this is a
critical and crucial change — proposed standing
order 6, dealing with the content of answers, suspends
standing order 58(1)(a) and in its place substitutes a
sessional order which states that all answers ‘must be
direct, factual, succinct and relevant’. Currently the
standing order says they have to be direct, factual and
succinct. We have now added the word ‘relevant’. I
would say at least half the points of order, if not more,
are on the question of relevance, so we are indicating
the government’s intention to be relevant. We wish to
be held to the requirement that all answers must be
direct, factual, succinct and relevant.
Turning now to giving notices. It is a matter of
profound concern that the time for formal business is
being constrained by the length of the notices being put
on the notice paper. On the sitting day before the end of
last year an enormous number of notices of motion
were given. They delayed the business of the house to
the point where only one new member gave their
inaugural speech, which was a matter of deep regret. As
a member of the Standing Orders Committee in the last
Parliament, I know that the problem of notices
exercised the minds of committee members over a long
period. While no resolution was achieved, it was a
matter of profound concern.
The clerks have provided me with a detailed brief
outlining how other parliaments in Australia and other
Westminster parliaments around the world have dealt
with this vexed issue of notices and the desire to move
on to government business and the business of the
house rather than wasting time on notices. I should say,
perhaps, that we are not wasting time, but we are being
bogged down by a large number of notices that we
know in a practical sense will rarely, if ever, be debated
in this chamber.
Rather than limit opportunities for members to put on
the notice paper notices which are capable of being
debated, we are proposing that we limit the number of
oral notices during the course of the day to 10. Five
would be from government backbenchers and five from
non-government backbenchers. While there is no
independent member in the chamber at present, if the
circumstances change, then the non-government notices
would be allocated in accordance with the
representation in the house.
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However, we have made a couple of clear exceptions.
The first is where a minister gives notice — for
example, when I gave notice of this motion
yesterday — it would have priority as part of
government business; hence the debate today. Of
course these notices would always have to be given
orally. The second is in relation to motions of no
confidence in the Premier and ministers under
section 8A of the Constitution Act 1975. Because such
a motion is a formal constitutional step, it is felt that
those motions should be always given orally, and if
leave is not given to proceed, then there should be an
entitlement that they be put on the notice paper.
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister
whether the 10 general business oral notices, five from
each party, will be allocated by those parties and
whether the Chair will be notified of who those five
people will be.
Mr McINTOSH — Thank you, Speaker. Perhaps I
will try to limit my answer to 4 minutes to set the
practice of answering questions without notice. The
idea is that all notices, oral or in writing, would be
submitted to the clerks prior to formal business being
called on in line with the practice adopted at the — —
The SPEAKER — Order! I understand that. They
are currently submitted to the clerks. What I am asking
is whether the five that will be read out will be allocated
by the parties to individual members.
Mr McINTOSH — Yes, to individual members.
The SPEAKER — Order! I wanted to know
whether the Chair will be notified of who those
members are.
Mr McINTOSH — I do not think that is included in
the standing order amendment, but I will ensure that the
government provides those names, and I am sure the
opposition will welcome the opportunity to do that as
well. Anyway, there is a significant change in relation
to that matter.
As I said in relation to paragraph 5, the amendment was
suggested by the opposition. I am grateful for that
suggestion and also to the clerks for rapidly putting it
into the motion before us.
There is one other matter I should raise about notices,
and it is in relation to disallowance motions. It is felt
that those notices which, owing to a statutory rule, are
disallowed could be given orally, but they may be given
in writing. The Clerk has the responsibility of notifying
the Speaker of those notices and the Speaker of
reporting to the house so that the house is aware that
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they are on the notice paper and capable of being dealt
with in the usual way.
I also highlight something that is not currently before
the house. It is the intention of the government to bring
forward as soon as possible amendments to the
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation Act 1968 in
relation to the naming of a member. The current
practice is for a member to be removed for, say,
disorderly behaviour under standing order 124 for a
period of up to 1½ hours. No penalty applies apart from
their being excused from the service of the house, and
they are still able to attend a division. That is a matter,
Speaker, you would be familiar with. It has been
regularly exercised by the Speaker over a number of
years.
The SPEAKER — Order! I am very familiar with
that standing order.
Mr McINTOSH — Perhaps I will not take that
matter any further, Speaker, since you are clear about it.
However, there is the more serious matter of the
naming of a member, in which case they can be
suspended from the service of the house for one day, if
not more. That does not interfere with any other action
the house may want to take against that particular
member, but the member is suspended from the service
of the house for the remainder of the day. It is usually
the Leader of the House who moves that motion. It is
put without debate or dissent, and the member is then
removed, effectively no longer able to take their seat,
even during the course of a division. It is a dramatic
step; it is not exercised regularly, but in the last
Parliament there were three or four members who had
that draconian measure taken against them.
It is also felt that members should pay some other
penalty in relation to this matter. Such a change is
critical and is something that we in government propose
to implement. It has been the practice in the United
Kingdom for a number of years to dock a member of
Parliament’s salary for a day’s lack of service. Whether
we would dock an entire day’s salary or a lesser
amount — $100, $200 — is still a matter of debate, but
we feel there should be some financial penalty imposed
on members. This would require an amendment to the
Parliamentary Salaries and Superannuation Act 1968,
but it is a matter the government feels must progress to
make sure that members are properly punished in cases
of outrageous disorder.
The SPEAKER — Order! That is not part of the
motion that is currently before the house.
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Mr McINTOSH — I am foreshadowing it, Speaker.
It is the government’s intention that the docked money
would be paid to an appropriate charitable organisation
of the Speaker’s choosing.
The SPEAKER — Order! Members should be
aware that this is not part of the debate being held
today.
Mr McINTOSH — I invite all members of the
house to support these significant and important
changes. They will improve the efficiency and
behaviour of the house and provide a mechanism to
ensure that all members are accountable to this house.
The SPEAKER — Order! Before I call the member
for Bendigo East I would like to speak to the motion
and make a statement. Because the motion is long and
there may be amendments to it I have decided, with the
concurrence of the house, that we will treat the debate
like a bill being considered in detail. If members have
amendments to move, I will ask them to do so during
their speech. Members can then speak to the motion
and then to the amendment. After the general debate
has been concluded the house will deal with each
proposed procedural change separately. As each is
called on I will put the question for any relevant
amendment moved to the motion. I will then put the
question for each of the procedural changes moved by
the Leader of the House. When all the changes have
been called, considered and dealt with I will put the
appropriate question that the motion be agreed to or that
the motion as amended be agreed to.
Mr McIntosh — I seek clarification regarding
amendments made during the course of the debate: do
we vote on them during the course of a member’s
contribution?
The SPEAKER — Order! Members will have an
opportunity to put their amendments during the debate.
The debate will then continue. We will then put each of
the motions with the amendments, and members will
have an opportunity to speak on those amendments
during the general debate.
Mr McIntosh — I seek further clarification. What
will be the procedure if a member of the opposition
moves an amendment and we do not accept that
amendment?
The SPEAKER — Order! If the government does
not accept the amendment, it will vote it down at the
end of the discussion, after the debate has occurred.
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) — I am pleased to
contribute to the debate on the sessional order changes
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that are proposed by the government, and in opening I
note there are some things the opposition will support,
there are some things the opposition will oppose and, in
light of the previous discussion, there are some things
the opposition will seek to amend on the way through.
In that regard I have a number of amendments I would
like to propose to the house, and during the course of
my contribution I will detail those amendments to assist
with the debate. I will also circulate those amendments
for the benefit of the house.
I state at the outset that the opposition welcomes any
opportunity to debate and discuss improvements to the
way Parliament operates; we always welcomed those
discussions when we were in government. I know the
current government may not always agree with that, but
through the processes of the house, whether via the
Standing Orders Committee or other mechanisms, we
always welcome the chance to improve the
opportunities for members to have a say, to represent
their electorates and also for the Parliament to proceed
in an orderly way. That is why we support a number of
the amendments that are being proposed by the
government. However, there are some that we think can
go much further, particularly when it comes to holding
the Premier to his word — the word that he gave to the
community on a number of occasions during his time as
opposition leader and during the course of the election
campaign towards the end of last year. There were a
number of references to how Parliament could be
improved. There were a number of claims about how
Parliament was not operating as it should and how the
government came to office on a platform of openness
and transparency. We pledge to hold the government to
its commitment, to its word, and that pledge is behind
the spirit of some of the amendments the opposition is
proposing today.
We support real reform, real changes — not the sort of
stunt-like behaviour we saw reported in the newspapers
yesterday. A report in yesterday’s Herald Sun claims
that the Victorian Parliament will this week debate a
motion on whether MPs ejected from the chamber for a
full sitting day will have to forfeit their wages to
charity. We will come to the issue in a moment of
whether that is a good idea or not, but we are not
debating it. Let us and the Victorian public be very
clear: we are not considering that matter as part of this
debate. There is no legislation for the house to consider
this week to implement that commitment from the
government.
Once again we have a circumstance where the
government appears to be more interested in stunts and
in misleading the Victorian public through the pages of
the Herald Sun than getting on with the job of
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government. I think you can only assume, Speaker, that
this is to distract people’s attention away from the real
circumstances — that there are a number of areas
where the government is wobbly, a number of areas
where it is shaky and a number of areas where it has
broken its promises.
However, I will come to the amendments and the issues
that are being proposed today. I will go through them,
as the Leader of the House has done in the motion that
is before to the house. At the outset I thank the Leader
of the House for the discussions we have had outside
the chamber and the parliamentary staff who assist us
as we go through this debate.
The item under standing order 1(a) is supported by the
opposition, as are the amendments that are proposed for
standing order 165, ‘Procedure for a party vote’. We
support the proposition put by the Leader of the House,
but I flag to the house that the opposition intends to
move an amendment by way of an addition to the
standing order that relates to voting on divisions and the
like. It is a recommendation from the Standing Orders
Committee Report on the Inquiry into Petitions, the
Opening of Parliament, and the Passage of Legislation
of December 2009.
In that report the Standing Orders Committee
recommended that the Parliament consider supporting
members with child-care responsibilities, who would
benefit from flexibility in some of the more formal
components of their duties in the chamber. It
recommended that the chamber consider adding to the
procedures for a party vote so that members with
child-care responsibilities could be allowed to
participate in a party vote while sitting in the gallery
with the children and young people under their care. It
would be indicated to the house that they were
participating in their party’s vote and they would be
accommodated as having taken part in the division.
We support this proposal — as I believe the Liberal and
Nationals members on that committee supported the
proposal when it was considered by the Standing
Orders Committee in December 2009. There are a
number of members with young children, and as some
of my colleagues have pointed out there are a number
of very proud grandparents who from time to time may
have child-care responsibilities. If we want to ensure
that this chamber is reflective of the diverse make-up of
Victorian society, it is important that we do everything
possible to the forms and procedures of the house to
make sure they can participate in debate. I believe this
is a sensible approach. As I said, it was supported by
the Liberal and Nationals members on the committee
previously.
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The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bendigo East is talking about amendments. I ask that
she make them available to be circulated to the other
members of the house.

3.

(1) ministers relating to public affairs with which the
minister is connected or to any matter of
administration for which the minister is
responsible; and
(2) other members relating to any matter connected
with the business on the notice paper of which the
member has charge.

Ms ALLAN — I move:

‘A member with child-care responsibilities may sit in the
Speaker’s gallery, along with the child or children being
cared for, and be deemed to be seated in their allocated
place in the chamber and may address the Chair for the
following purposes:
(a) to cast a vote, or challenge a vote under
paragraph (8) as an independent member or the
only member of his or her party present.
(b) to vote contrary to his or her party under
paragraph (6).’
2.

Questions to ministers or other members

Standing order 53 be suspended and questions may be
asked of:

Opposition amendments circulated, by leave, by
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East).

In paragraph (1)(b), insert the following in paragraph (2)
of the proposed new SO 165 after the words ‘vote under
paragraph (6).’:

In paragraph (2), following proposed sessional order 4,
insert:
5

Ms ALLAN — My apologies for that, Speaker. I
ask that the amendments in my name be circulated for
the benefit of the house.

1.
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4.

In paragraph (2), delete ‘5 Time’ and insert ‘6 Time’.

5.

In paragraph (2), in proposed sessional order 5, after
‘minutes’ insert ‘excluding time taken for points of order
and other interruptions’.

6.

In paragraph (2), following proposed sessional order 5,
insert:
7

Content of questions

Standing order 57 be suspended and the following to
apply:
(1) Questions should not contain:

In paragraph (2), in proposed sessional order 3:

(a) offensive or unparliamentary language;

(a) Delete ‘If’ and insert ‘(1) If’.

(b) statements of facts or names of persons unless
they are strictly necessary to explain the
question and can be authenticated;

(b) After ‘30 days.’ insert:
(2) If a required response is not provided within
30 days of the matter being raised and the
relevant minister does not, within that period,
provide to the member who raised the matter
an explanation satisfactory to the member as
to why a response has not been provided —
(a) at the conclusion of the daily
adjournment debate the member may
ask the minister for an explanation; and
(b) at the conclusion of any such
explanation the member may move,
without notice, ‘That the Assembly takes
note of the explanation’.
(3) If a minister does not provide an explanation,
notice may forthwith be given of a motion
regarding the minster’s failure to provide
either a response or an explanation.

(c) argument or opinion;
(d) reflections on court decisions and sub judice
matters;
(e) hypothetical matter; or
(f)

reflections upon persons whose conduct may
only be challenged on a substantive motion.

(2) Questions should not ask for:
(a) an expression of opinion;
(b) legal opinion; or
(c) a statement or announcement of the
government’s policy.
(3) Questions cannot refer to:
(a) debates in either house in the previous six
months of the same session; or
(b) proceedings in committees which have not
been reported to the Assembly.
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(4) Questions may be asked to elicit information
regarding business on the notice paper but debate
on the matter must not be anticipated.
(5) All questions must be direct, succinct and seek
factual information.
(6) A question cannot be asked again if during the
previous six months of the same session:
(a) it has been fully answered; or
(b) an answer has previously been refused.
8

Supplementary questions without notice
(1) At the conclusion of each answer, the member
who asked the initial question may ask a
supplementary question of the minister to
elucidate or clarify the answer.
(2) Supplementary questions must be actually
and accurately related to the original question
and must relate to or arise from the minister’s
response.
(3) A supplementary question does not count as a
question for the purposes of standing
order 55(2).

7.

In paragraph (2), delete ‘6 Content’ and insert ‘9
Content’.

8.

In paragraph (2), in proposed sessional order 6 delete
‘relevant.’ and insert ‘relevant and, in answering any
question, the minister or member will not debate the
matter to which it refers.’

9.

In paragraph (2), delete ‘7 Giving’ and insert ‘10
Giving’.

Members will see that an amendment is being proposed
in my name to the standing order 165 change, and I
hope it can be supported by the government as it was
supported by members of the government when they
were on the Standing Orders Committee. It is about
making sure that we provide flexibility for members
with care responsibilities.
The next item for consideration by the house under this
motion of the Leader of the House is proposed sessional
order 1, ‘Days and times of meeting’. The opposition
supports proposed sessional order 2, ‘Incorporation of
statements of compatibility’. The opposition also
supports proposed sessional order 3, ‘Responses to
adjournment matters’ but seeks to make an amendment
that would expand on this somewhat. It would see the
approach in this house as consistent with the approach
that is in place in the upper house and I understand has
been in place for a while. It was supported by the
Liberal-Nationals coalition and I believe by all parties
in the upper house when it went through its changes to
standing orders.
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We welcome the fact that the government wants to
introduce a requirement that adjournment matters be
responded to in writing by the minister with whom they
are raised on the adjournment debate within 30 days.
We welcome that, but we think it can go further and
that there needs to be a mechanism like that provided
for in the Legislative Council standing orders where a
response is not provided within 30 days. I am sure all
ministers will commit to responding within 30 days, but
if perchance they do not quite get their response tabled
within 30 days, there should be a mechanism for
members to raise the fact that the issues have not been
responded to within the time limits set out within
standing orders. Whilst we welcome the fact that the
government has gone down this path and we support
the government in that, we think it needs to go one step
further to make sure that there is a mechanism in place
to ensure that that procedure is followed.
The opposition also supports proposed sessional
order 4, ‘Condolence motions’, in the motion of the
Leader of the House.
Proposed sessional orders 5 and 6 go to issues around
question time. These are substantial items for us to
consider during the course of this debate. The proposal
to have a time limit of 4 minutes for the answers to oral
questions is welcomed by the opposition. During the
two question times this house has seen in the current
sitting of the Parliament we have seen that answers
have tended to be quite lengthy, so we certainly
welcome a 4-minute time limit. We also support the
addition of the word ‘relevant’ in proposed sessional
order 4, ‘Content of answers’, requiring that ‘all
answers to questions must be direct, factual, succinct
and relevant’.
However, this is an area where the opposition believes
the government could have gone much further. We are
keen to go further on behalf of the government. I
acknowledge the small steps — maybe we can describe
them as baby steps — that have been taken by the
government in changing question time, but can I
suggest they are — —
Mr McIntosh interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
House!
Ms ALLAN — They are token efforts that are a
small attempt to give effect to the commitments to
reform question time that the now Premier made during
the course of the election campaign. It was not us who
said these things; it was the Premier himself.
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I will remind members of the house that the Premier
made quite a song and dance about this at various times
during the election campaign. As some members of the
house will recall, he made these comments during the
leaders debate that was screened on ABC TV on
Friday, 5 November. In response to a question put to
him by the then ABC journalist Josephine Cafagna
about how question time could be made more
accountable, the then Leader of the Opposition, now
Premier, responded with:
… I think any visitor to Parliament now would know that
Dorothy Dixers are really a waste of time, and they will know
that ministers never answer.

Ms Cafagna went on to ask:
So you commit to changing the standing orders of
Parliament?

The Leader of the Opposition, now Premier, responded:
I believe the standing orders should be changed. I believe
there should be widespread reform of Parliament in order to
engage the community and in order for our democracy to
work more effectively.

On the first day of Parliament we heard the Premier say
in answer to a question put by the Leader of the
Opposition regarding implementing this commitment:
The government stands by all its commitments. We will be
looking to introduce new sessional orders and make any
changes to standing orders as are necessary.

That is all well and good — and as I have said we
welcome the baby steps that the government has put
forward — but the Premier led the Victorian public
down the path that so much more would be on offer
from this government and that this government would
implement broader reform to Parliament and
particularly to question time.
That has not happened, and that is why the opposition
on the first day of Parliament back in December — the
only day of Parliament we had before the end of the
2010 calendar year — put forward a substantial motion,
which was rejected. The opportunity to debate the
motion was resoundingly rejected by the government.
The government did not want to debate changes to
question time. We, though, wanted to put the issue on
the agenda. We were happy to assist the Premier with
implementing his election commitment in this regard
and put in place those changes to question time.
We have had six weeks since Parliament last sat. There
have been six weeks to consider the proposals that were
put forward by the opposition. There have been six
weeks during which the phone could have been picked
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up and we could have had a discussion offline about
these matters.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bendigo East has the floor, and I would like members
to extend some courtesy to her.
Ms ALLAN — There have been six weeks during
which we could have had that discussion, and there
could have been a much more expansive elaboration on
the sessional orders debate that we are having here
today.
The reason this is important was clearly illustrated to
the house and to anyone observing the procedures of
question time yesterday. We saw yesterday, in the very
early days of the government, the contempt for the
house and the forms of question time that the ministers
were already demonstrating. We saw ministers dodging
the answers to questions. We saw ministers trying to
shout down the opposition. Speaker, I suggest that on
various occasions they were even keen to shout over the
top of you. They wanted to avoid the scrutiny that this
chamber demands. It is the job of the opposition — and
we have said this repeatedly — to hold the government
to account. This government was elected saying it
would fix the problems. That is what the government,
not the opposition, said when it took office. We want to
hold the government to account on that.
It is important to do that from the very early stages. For
example, there was a commitment made to the
Victorian public that the government would backdate
the energy concessions to 1 January this year. That has
not happened. We saw yesterday the Minister for
Community Services absolutely floundering when it
came to answering that question. She could not answer
the question. She was avoiding scrutiny, and as it
turned out she confirmed that the government has
already broken that promise. That is why question time
is so important. Opening up the procedures of this
Parliament is important because this is the chamber
where the government can be scrutinised and held to
account. That is the job of the opposition.
As we know, it is the way the Westminster system
works. It is the way the Parliament works. The job of
the opposition is to scrutinise government, scrutinise
legislation and scrutinise ministers’ performances. It is
a job we take very seriously on behalf of the Victorian
people, particularly given that there was a vast array of
promises made at the election. Many of them were
uncosted. Now we are hearing of a savings regime
being implemented across departments that will see
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departments inflicting massive cuts to education, police
and health. We want to use the opportunities in
question time to scrutinise this. That is why we are
introducing these changes to the sessional orders.
Mr McIntosh — On a point of order, Speaker, I
know the manager of opposition business has a degree
of enthusiasm about this. She has uttered the word
‘relevance’ on a number of occasions yesterday and
today, so perhaps she could be relevant to the motion
before the chamber.
The SPEAKER — Order! ‘Relevance’ is an
important word, and the way questions were asked and
the way points of order were raised yesterday is the
issue that is being discussed regarding question time. I
ask the member for Bendigo East to get back to the
motion before the house.
Ms ALLAN — I refer to the opposition’s
amendments that propose to improve the operation of
question time. If the government does not support these
amendments it makes a mockery of the Premier’s
claims to improve the performance of question time.
But we will get to that when we see the outcome of this
debate.
I would like to acknowledge the Leader of the House’s
statement regarding the time limits on question time.
The proposal is that there be a time limit of 4 minutes
for oral questions and answers by ministers. That is
good. The opposition supports it. Obviously, Speaker, it
is at your discretion when the clock does and does not
stop during the course of those answers. However, the
opposition has put forward an amendment that requires
that the clock stops on matters of points of order and
other interruptions.
Members returning to this chamber will recall an
occasion during the previous Parliament when the
power went out during question time and the house
needed to stop. Question time is a special part of the
day; it is the part of the day that we get most excited
about. I know the Minister for Public Transport gets
particularly excited about that part of the day. It is
exciting. I think it would assist you, Speaker, to be able
to ensure that ministers have the opportunity to answer
questions in the absence of sometimes frivolous points
of order, but also that the opposition has the opportunity
to hear the minister’s full answer in the absence of
points of order and other mechanisms that may be used
to limit the minister’s answer.
We think it is important that you, Speaker, have the
power to stop the clock when there are points of order
raised or other interruptions that may be unforeseen.
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That is why the opposition seeks to amend this
welcome proposal by the government by going that one
step further and proposing to stop the clock during
points of order raised during answers by ministers to
questions.
Sitting suspended 12.59 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Energy: concessions
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is directed to the Minister for Community
Services, and I ask: does the minister stand by her
statement to the house yesterday that the government’s
year-round energy concession will commence on 1 July
2011?
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Community
Services) — I thank the Leader of the Opposition for
his question. The government is incredibly proud that it
will be relieving the burden on poor families who need
assistance with this electricity concession. We will be
delivering on every single one of our commitments.
That is what this government has committed to do, and
that is what we will do.

Floods: victim support
Mr WELLER (Rodney) — My question is to the
Premier. Can the Premier outline any initiatives the
government has to help people deal with the trauma and
stresses of the devastating floods which have affected
regional Victoria over the past five months?
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier) — I thank the member
for Rodney for his question and for the support that he
has offered to his community throughout these recent
flood events and the flood events that have preceded the
most immediate past events. He has demonstrated both
in this house and in his previous occupation his support
for his communities.
A lot has been learnt about how to deal with trauma
following natural disasters, particularly after the
bushfires. One of the things we have learnt as a
community is that we need to engage people at a local
level with local solutions. This government is today
making an announcement of a further funding
commitment of more than $1.5 million to provide
six months of community education, outreach support,
service coordination and generalist counselling.
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That will involve, in the first instance, information
being made available locally and repeated frequently.
Secondly, there must be outreach targeted to those most
affected as they may not otherwise seek help. Thirdly,
there must be regular and frequent contact with the
most vulnerable of those who have been affected.
Fourthly, local communities must be supported in their
capacity building and in making social connections.
Fifthly, individuals must be involved in their own
recovery and the recovery of their local towns and
communities.
I mentioned yesterday the support that we have
extended to the Yarra Valley Practitioners Project,
which is a wonderful project which has grown out of
the community, using professional allied health
practitioners and reaching out to those who suffered
through the fires and who have continued to suffer
since. There is a model for a community recovery,
growing from the core, growing from the community,
but supported by government, and they are the steps we
will be taking.
In addition there needs to be a general effort and
support as well as targeted support so that the specific
needs of various communities can be met. I mention in
particular children, young people, the elderly and those
who live in remote locations. That is particularly true in
the north-west, where some farmhouses were isolated
for days and some remain isolated, where properties
have been inundated for a significant length of time,
where crops have been lost and where people are
effectively living alone on their farms. There has to be
outreach to those people as well as a targeting of the
economic base of the particular communities — the
small businesses and the primary producers.
That is why I made the point, as have the Deputy
Premier and the member for Rodney, that in reaching
these communities and providing for the recovery we
have to use local people making local decisions about
local projects to support local economies but supported
by all levels of government.
That is what we will do, and that is what this
$1.5 million will do. It will provide 10 beyondblue
community leader workshops, support for telephone
outreach teams as well as coordination of volunteers,
support for affected councils to coordinate recovery and
outreach workers, and support for general counselling
through community health services. This is another
example of the government reaching out to support
those who have been impacted by the floods. We will
deliver on that commitment, as we will deliver on all
our commitments.
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Questions interrupted.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
The SPEAKER — Order! Before calling the next
question I acknowledge in the gallery the
Consul-General of Chile in Melbourne, Mr Diego
Velasco von Pilgrimm. We welcome you, Sir.
Also present in the gallery is a former member for
Warrandyte and a former minister in the Kennett
government, Phil Honeywood.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Questions resumed.

Energy: concessions
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) — My question is
to the Minister for Community Services. As the
minister responsible for the State Concessions Act
2004, why has the minister not used her powers over
the past 71 days to introduce concessions from
1 January, as promised by the Premier?
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I did not hear the end of
that question, and I do not think anybody else did. I ask
the member to repeat it.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition! It is the Leader of the Opposition’s
member I am asking to repeat the question.
Ms D’AMBROSIO — As the minister responsible
for the State Concessions Act 2004, why has the
Minister for Community Services not used her powers
over the past 71 days to introduce concessions from
1 January, as promised by the Premier?
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Community
Services) — I thank the member for the question. Let
us put this in context once again. The coalition has
promised to deliver an additional $350 million worth of
benefits for disadvantaged Victorians. That
$350 million is for 800 000 households who will
benefit from that. We have taken a number of actions to
support those who are suffering as a result of the
neglect of 11 years of Labor — and we are making a
difference. Our commitment was to a 1 July
introduction, but because we as a government
understand that families have been under massive
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pressure as a result of 11 years of neglect of Labor we
are looking at all options, as we should. We will have
more to say on this, but we will be delivering to our
commitments and to the disadvantaged Victorians that
Labor forgot.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I would
ask again to have the opportunity to table the article in
the Herald Sun of Wednesday, 1 December, to assist
the Minister for Community Services. It clearly
indicates that the Premier himself personally committed
to bringing forward these energy concessions from
1 July to 1 January.
The SPEAKER — Order! That is not a point of
order.

Water: Murray-Darling Basin plan
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — My question is to the
Minister for Water. Will the minister outline to the
house the community concerns about and potential
impacts on Victoria’s food producers of the guide to the
draft of the Murray-Darling Basin plan and say what
action the Baillieu-Ryan government is taking to
address the inaction of the previous government?
Mr WALSH (Minister for Water) — As everyone
would know, the Murray-Darling Basin Authority
released the guide to the draft plan on 8 October last
year. It proposed to have something like 3 million to
4 million megalitres of cuts to water entitlements across
the basin. That equates to something like a 35 to 40 per
cent reduction in the amount of water that would be
available in Victoria to produce food. If you take the
Ovens and King system in Victoria, it would effectively
mean no irrigation in that area of Victoria.
The guide particularly looked for those water cuts at
end-of-system flows as an environmental measurement.
It did not actually articulate what environmental
outcomes would be achieved by taking that much water
from irrigators. It also did not take into account the
socioeconomic issues that would have arisen out of
taking that much water out of food production and what
impact that would have had on communities in northern
Victoria.
After it released that guide the Murray-Darling Basin
Authority ran a number of public meetings across the
basin. Early in that process in Victoria in particular it
ran meetings in Shepparton, Mildura, Echuca and
Wodonga. Literally thousands of people turned up at
those meetings, and the community anger in those
meetings was palpable. People were quite concerned
about not only what would happen to their personal
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individual businesses but also what would happen to
their communities if those sorts of irrigation cuts were
actually implemented.
What happened at that time was that the then state
government effectively said nothing — for two months
it said nothing. The state government did not stand up
for Victorian irrigators. There was very little comment
from the state government at that time. In the lead-up to
the election you would think that both the opposition
and the then government would have had policies on
water. The opposition put out a very extensive policy
on water, but leading up to the election the government
did not have a policy on water.
The question the people of northern Victoria keep
asking about this is: did the then government not have a
policy on water because it was ashamed of its previous
actions or was it just lazy about what it was actually not
doing? The Baillieu-Ryan government has now written
to the Murray-Darling Basin Authority and put very
clearly Victoria’s point of view on the guide to the plan
and the fact that the process needs to be started again so
that communities and states are involved and there is a
clear plan developed from the ground up rather than
from the top down.

Energy: concessions
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) — My question is
for the Minister for Community Services. I refer the
minister to her previous answer, and I ask: why has she
failed those on low incomes and not delivered the
Premier’s promise?
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Community
Services) — I thank the member for her question. The
reason this is such an incredible question and the reason
we are now on this side of the house and Labor
members are on that side of the house is that the
previous government forgot disadvantaged Victorians.
Labor neglected them for 11 years and — —
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, the
question was very narrow. It did not contain any
reference to the previous government or the previous
government’s actions; it related to the minister’s failure
to deliver on the Premier’s commitments. I ask that you
direct the minister to answer the question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I listened very carefully
to the answer that was being given. I believe it was
relevant to the question that was asked regarding low
incomes. I ask the minister to conclude her answer.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — I believe the Victorian
community has sent a clear message on who is
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neglecting disadvantaged Victorians. What the coalition
has committed to is assisting 800 000 Victorian
households with additional funding of $350 million.
That is an absolutely incredible increase in support that
will be provided through electricity concessions at a
time when these people are paying for Labor’s
mismanagement with increasing prices and through
cost of living pressures on Victorian families. The only
people in this house who have neglected disadvantaged
Victorians have been members of the former
government, who are now on the other side of the
house. We will be supporting — —

anti-corruption commission. I refer the minister to the
report tabled in Parliament yesterday regarding a City
of Hume ALP councillor, and I ask: what action is the
government taking to prevent this sort of improper and
possibly corrupt behaviour by public office-holders?

Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, we have
given the minister the opportunity to provide more
detail to the house. Again she is not answering the
question she was asked. The question was very
narrowly defined; it did not contain references to the
previous government. I ask that you direct her to
answer the question she was asked.

Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I
appreciate that the minister has just commenced
answering the question; however, having heard his
opening statements I fail to see how internal matters of
the Australian Labor Party or any other political party
are within his portfolio responsibilities, and I ask that
you rule them out of order.

Dr Napthine — On the point of order, Speaker, I
ask you to rule that the minister is being absolutely
relevant to the question. She is addressing the issues
raised in the question, particularly when the member
who asked the question referred to a previous answer. It
is absolutely ludicrous and ridiculous for the member
for Bendigo East to suggest that the minister is not
being relevant to the question asked, and I ask you to
rule so.

The SPEAKER — Order! Members are very much
aware that ministers in this house have the right to be
able to answer questions in the way they wish as long
as they are being relevant to the issue.

The SPEAKER — Order! I believe the minister is
being relevant. The preamble to the question referred to
a previous answer which embraced a question about
low-income earners. I believe the minister has been
answering the question.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — I am proud to be the
Minister for Community Services and to deliver such
incredible support.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The house has heard
enough from the member for Monbulk and the member
for Yan Yean.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — The coalition government
will support disadvantaged households that need
additional support. We are very proud of that
commitment, and we will be delivering on our
commitment.

Anticorruption commission: establishment
Mr HODGETT (Kilsyth) — My question is to the
Minister responsible for the establishment of an

Mr McINTOSH (Minister responsible for the
establishment of an anti-corruption commission) — I
thank the member for Kilsyth for his question. It is a
very important question that perhaps talks about public
standards that are lacking in the ALP, but most
importantly — —

Mr McINTOSH — The Ombudsman reported to
this place following an investigation of a Labor
councillor, Adem Atmaca, in relation to potential
corruption and inappropriate conduct at the City of
Hume. It is alarming that he is a councillor of the City
of Hume. The city of Hume area takes in the electorate
of Broadmeadows. Most importantly, that was the
electorate of the former Premier. We know Cr Atmaca
was a close associate of the former Premier, Mr John
Brumby — —
Mr Hulls — On a point of order, Speaker, as you
would know in relation to rulings from the Chair the
fact is that internal party matters are not a subject that
can be accepted in a question without notice. That is the
first thing. The second aspect of the point of order is
that the Ombudsman made some recommendations in
relation to this matter being referred on for further
investigation by the minister. I understand that has
either taken place or is taking place, in which case I
think you, Speaker, ought to give consideration as to
whether or not in some of the comments he has made,
without any substantiation, the minister impinged on
the investigation that is independent of the Parliament.
The minister’s standing up here and making
unsubstantiated allegations has the potential to impact
on that independent investigation.
Dr Napthine — On the point of order, Speaker, I
ask you to rule that the minister is being absolutely
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relevant to the question and that the question is a very
important one to be addressed by the ministry in this
Parliament. The issue goes to corruption with regard to
a public official and a report by the Ombudsman. The
question relates to the actions of this government to
deal with those very important issues. The minister has
just started answering his question. He is being relevant
to the question. It is important for the Parliament, and I
ask you to allow him to continue.
Ms Campbell — Further on the point of order,
Speaker, the matters raised in the Ombudsman’s report
are extremely serious. No doubt you have read that
report. Recommendations in that report relate to further
investigations and possible charges. For us to be
considering this, debating it and speculating will be
singularly unhelpful for any further independent
investigation or any court cases. In my view there
would not be a person in this house who would support
anything that was considered inappropriate. Therefore it
is important that we ensure independent investigations
and any court proceedings are protected by sub judice
conventions.
Mr O’Brien — On the point of order, Speaker, my
understanding is that no charge has been laid and no
matter is before a court. The fact that this is a matter of
acute embarrassment to the Labor Party is no reason to
try to shut down debate, as members opposite are
attempting to do.
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no sub judice
issue at this stage. The matter is not before the courts. It
is an issue that was raised by the Ombudsman, and this
house has always been prepared to look at issues raised
by the Ombudsman. It is a serious issue, as was
mentioned by the member for Pascoe Vale. I ask the
minister to continue his answer, but we will be listening
intently to what he says.
Mr Hulls — On a point of order, Speaker, I ask that
the minister in continuing his answer point to the part of
the Ombudsman’s report that refers to the former
Premier.
Mr McINTOSH — Perhaps I know why there is
embarrassment from the other side, because Mr Adem
Atmaca is well known by most of the people sitting on
its front bench. The most important thing is that, as I
understand it, Mr Atmaca still serves as an endorsed
Labor councillor. Most importantly, the Ombudsman
undertook a very serious investigation.
Ms Beattie — On a point of order, Speaker, the
statement the minister made to the house was factually
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incorrect. There is no endorsement of councillors by
political parties.
The SPEAKER — Order! That is not a point of
order.
Mr McINTOSH — The Ombudsman undertook a
very serious investigation, in which he discussed
matters that related to conflicts of interest and indeed a
potential failure to disclose significant financial
dealings with the CEO of Hume City Council.
Mr Atmaca also failed to disclose particular business
interests — that is the allegation anyway — and
misused public resources for his own benefit. All those
matters are very serious allegations and could lead to a
fine of up to $70 000 or five years in jail, or both. These
are very serious matters.
I also note that the Minister for Local Government
moved very quickly to adopt the recommendations of
the Ombudsman, and indeed she should be
congratulated for that. That is certainly the difference
between the government and the opposition.
Mr Wynne — On a point of order, Speaker, by the
minister’s own admission the Minister for Local
Government, quite appropriately, has agreed to all of
the recommendations encompassed in the
Ombudsman’s report and has in fact already, by way of
an announcement last night or this morning, referred
the matter to the independent local government
inspectorate. I put it to you that the canvassing of these
matters by the minister in this way, quite
inappropriately, is reprehensible. He ought to be sat
down.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not intend to sit the
minister down. He is canvassing issues that were made
publicly available yesterday in the Ombudsman’s report
and reported in — —
An honourable member — It’s under investigation.
The SPEAKER — Order! It is under investigation.
It is not before the courts. The minister, to conclude his
answer.
Mr McINTOSH — The government is committed
to introducing an independent, broadbased
anticorruption commission in this state, not the
patchwork that this mob created in government. This
government is committed to a single body; it will
introduce an independent, broadbased anticorruption
commission.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I
appreciate that the minister is quite agitated about this
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matter. However, I ask that you request him to use
appropriate parliamentary language when he is
addressing other members in the chamber.
Mr Foley — Standards are very important, Speaker!
The SPEAKER — Order! Let me say that
standards are extremely important. I am not sure that
the word ‘rabble’ or ‘mob’ is insulting to members. The
minister, to conclude his answer.
Mr McINTOSH — As I said, this government is
committed to introducing an independent, broadbased
anticorruption commission that covers the entire public
sector — members of Parliament, ministers, the
judiciary and the public sector right through, including
local councils. We need a single body that will do the
job, and that is what we are committed to.

Energy: concessions
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. Given the failure of the
Minister for Community Services to act — in fact she is
not even aware of the Premier’s commitment to deliver
energy concessions on 1 January this year — does the
Premier support the minister or low-income Victorians?
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition for his question. I say that it is
absolutely extraordinary that this question could come
from the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr Holding interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Lyndhurst!
Mr BAILLIEU — The Leader of the Opposition
should know the history of this issue because this — —
Ms Green interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Yan
Yean!
Mr BAILLIEU — Let me not use the word ‘mob’
or ‘rabble’. This collection of errant, failed, ineffective
individuals — —
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attacked, so I ask the Premier to answer without
attacking the opposition too much.
Mr BAILLIEU — I thought I was responding to
the opposition’s call to treat its members with affection.
Before the election we committed to extending the
17.5 per cent energy concession to 12 months of the
year, something the then government failed to do after
11 years. On coming to government we were asked
whether we would bring forward that concession, and
we said we would consider doing so. That is exactly
what we said.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The house will come to
order. The member for Eltham!
Mr BAILLIEU — We said we would consider
bringing that concession forward, and together with the
minister we have been working with the retailers to
look at all the available options to do that.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order!
Mr BAILLIEU — I am happy to inform the house
that we will bring the energy concession forward, and
we have already advised that we will be making an
announcement about that over the next week, when the
details are finalised.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition has had two warnings now. I advise him
not to invite a third one.
Mr BAILLIEU — The minister has been absolutely
correct. Our commitment was to 1 July, and that is a
commitment that the alternative government did not
make. Speaker, we will be bringing forward the energy
concession, and we will be making announcements
about that when the details are confirmed.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I ask
quite simply what the minister and the government
have been doing for 71 days when they have the power
under the state possessions act to — —

Mr Nardella — On a point of order, Speaker,
question time is not a time to attack the opposition; it is
a time to answer questions in regard to government
administration. I ask you to lead the Premier back to
answering the question directly.

The SPEAKER — Order! That is not a point of
order.

The SPEAKER — Order! I will do so. It has been
the practice in the house that the opposition does not get

Mr BAILLIEU — Seventy-one days! The
alternative government had 365 times 11 days —

Honourable members interjecting.
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whatever that comes to — to do something about this,
and it did nothing. Those on the back bench over there
should understand that it is those on the front bench
who left Victoria with all the problems and all the
pressure on communities and families that we have to
fix. We are going to address those problems. We are
going to meet our commitments. The minister has been
absolutely correct, and she has been doing exactly what
she was asked to do — working with the retailers to
bring this forward. An announcement will follow.
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government we had to do something, and we had to
take immediate action. One of the things I talk to the
other ministers about is the number of empty
workspaces around the ministerial offices. There are
dozens and dozens of empty workspaces in ministerial
offices. Do members know why? It is because the
former minister for finance had dirt units spread right
across all the departments and in all the ministerial
areas.
Honourable members interjecting.

Government: financial management
Mr SHAW (Frankston) — My question is to the
Treasurer. Will the Treasurer outline the actions taken
by the Baillieu coalition government to audit the state
of Victoria’s finances and to address the waste and
inefficiency in government spending?
Mr WELLS (Treasurer) — I thank the member for
Frankston for his question. After 11 years of waste and
mismanagement by the Labor government we had no
choice but to take immediate action. We had a minister
for finance who spent far too much time running his
dirt unit instead of focusing on the finances of this state.
Let me give an example. The number of
workstations — —
Mr Nardella — On a point of order, Speaker,
question time is not a time to attack the opposition. The
Treasurer has been attacking the shadow Treasurer in
his previous capacity as minister for finance, and I ask
you to ask him to desist.
The SPEAKER — Order! I was listening to what
the Treasurer was saying. He was being very critical of
the former Labor government. I do not uphold the point
of order.
Mr WELLS — As I was saying — —
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I would
like to clarify your previous ruling. It clearly indicates
in Rulings from the Chair that attacks on the opposition
are inappropriate. The Treasurer led his opening
remarks with a rather crude and blatant attack on
opposition members, and I ask that you direct the
minister to answer the question and desist from
attacking members of the opposition.
The SPEAKER — Order! My understanding of
what he was saying was that he was being critical of the
former government — the previous Labor
government — in relation to the issues that he raised.
Mr WELLS — As I was saying, after 11 years of
waste and mismanagement by the previous Labor

Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I repeat
my previous point of order. The Treasurer has now for
the second time clearly and personally attacked a
former minister, and it is inappropriate. Rulings from
the Chair clearly states that attacks on opposition
members are inappropriate, and I ask you to rule that he
come back to answering the question and not attack
members of the opposition.
The SPEAKER — Order! The way I heard it was
that he was attacking the former minister for finance in
a former government.
An honourable member interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The former minister for
finance is here today, certainly. However, I do not
uphold the point of order.
Mr Andrews — On the point of order, Speaker, I
seek your clarification. Is it your ruling that in your
judgement it is the business of government to attack
former ministers and members of this place? Is that
your ruling? I seek your clarification: does that in your
judgement constitute government business in accord
with the standing orders?
Mr WELLS — On the point of order, Speaker, for
11 dark years we heard attacks on the previous Kennett
government over and over again, so I ask you to rule
this point of order out of order.
Mr Pandazopoulos — On the point of order,
Speaker — this is relevant to your ruling, and the
minister did it again — when the minister points to this
side at a particular person, he is pointing at the
opposition. It is a fine line between attacking the
previous government and pointing at a particular
opposition member across the table. That is a direct
attack on the opposition. He does not have to point if he
wants to talk about policy of previous administrations. I
suggest that pointing is by definition a clear attack on
an opposition member.
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Dr Napthine — On the point of order, Speaker,
there is no point of order. I have never heard so much
from such sensitive petals. Clearly they are sooky la-las
of the first order. Sooky la-las!
The Treasurer is providing factual information about
the waste and mismanagement by the previous
government. He is not attacking the current opposition.
He is providing factual information about the
operations and mismanagement of and the waste under
the previous government. It is in order, and I ask you to
allow him to continue.
Mr Hulls — On the point of order, Speaker, and
with a view to seeking clarification from you, you have
ruled that you agree with the member for Melton that
question time is not an opportunity to attack the
opposition. You made that ruling, but then you said ‘too
much’. Hansard will reveal that you said ‘too much’. I
am wondering if you could give some clarification as to
what you mean by ‘too much’. What is the definition of
‘too much’?
The SPEAKER — Order! I did say that. It was an
aside. I apologise for that. But let me say that the issue
that has been raised today is attacks on the previous
government. The fact is that some members of the
previous Labor government are in this house. The
Treasurer was in fact demonstrating and talking about
what he saw as being waste.
Mr WELLS — What I was clearly doing was
pointing out some of the issues that we have to deal
with as members of the incoming government. We
have to deal with the waste and mismanagement that
the previous Labor government allowed to fester over
the last 11 years. One of the issues, as I was saying, is
the number of workstations which are now empty under
this administration. There are dozens and dozens of
empty workstations because the dirt unit was operating
out of every single minister’s office. That is what was
happening. They are some of the issues we have to deal
with.
Ms Green interjected.
Questions interrupted.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Yan Yean
The SPEAKER — Order! Under standing
order 124 I ask the member for Yan Yean to leave the
chamber for 30 minutes.
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Honourable member for Yan Yean withdrew from
chamber.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Government: financial management
Questions resumed.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I request
that you ask the Treasurer to take the opportunity to
withdraw his previous statement regarding the
operations of previous ministers’ offices, which was
clearly incorrect and without any basis in fact. If he
does have any basis in fact, perhaps he should supply
that to the house.
The SPEAKER — Order! That is a point of debate;
it is not a point of order.
Ms Thomson — On a point of order, Speaker,
firstly, question time is not a time for debate. You have
referred to this as being debate, so therefore you should
rule the Treasurer out of order.
Secondly, on the question of no attacks on the
opposition, Rulings from the Chair states:
Question time is an opportunity for ministers to be questioned
and provide information on government administration and
should not be used as a vehicle for attacks on the opposition.

Not only have there been two personal attacks on the
former minister for finance, with fingers pointed in this
chamber, but there has been a third attack directed at
former ministers who currently sit on this side of the
house. We are used to robust debates, and that is fine
when it is time for debate, but question time is clearly
not a time for debate; it is a time for ministers to
succinctly answer questions.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order. The attacks have been made on the previous
government. The fact that some members of the
previous government are here does not matter. The
attacks have been on the previous government and not
directly on members.
Mr WELLS (Treasurer) — The Baillieu
government is committed to sorting out the mess left by
the previous Labor government, and it has a strong plan
to improve economic and financial management to
ensure efficient and effective delivery of services. One
of the key election commitments was to conduct an
independent review of the state’s finances, which has
not happened for 18 years. Recently I appointed as
chair of that commission Dr Mike Vertigan, along with

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Wednesday, 9 February 2011

ASSEMBLY

163

Don Challen and Professor Ian Harper, whom I am sure
would have the respect of everyone in this chamber.

Community Services is indeed the representative of the
Minister for Health in this chamber.

The terms of reference I have set out are for the
development of a comprehensive financial management
plan for the state, including the impact of the future
demographic change, potential strategies for repayment
of debt, service delivery reforms and cost savings
through the identification of existing waste in
government expenditure. This is all about value for the
taxpayers, which is something that they have not seen
over the last 11 years. It is timely, as we have seen
substantial waste and mismanagement by the previous
government in, for example, myki, the desalination
plant and smart meters, to name but a few examples.

Ms Asher — On the point of order, Speaker, I can
probably assist the house with a clarification. The
document that was circulated was circulated in error,
and the Minister for Community Services does not
represent the Minister for Health in this place. A
clarification will be issued as soon as possible.

In addition, government spending has increased from
11.8 per cent of gross state product to 14.6 per cent.
Members may not believe this fact, but I ask them to
remember it: over the last 11 years spending has been
increasing by 8 per cent per annum while revenue has
been increasing by only 7.3 per cent per annum. You
were going backwards; every single year you were
going backwards. You were spending more than you
were receiving in revenue. No wonder — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The Treasurer’s answer
should be addressed through the Chair.
Mr WELLS — No wonder the debt was increasing
and the surpluses were being run down. So we give this
commitment: we will do the hard work on behalf of
Victorian taxpayers to make sure that this is value for
money. This will be a sought after report once it is
handed down by the commission.

Health: budget cuts
Mr DONNELLAN (Narre Warren North) — My
question is to the Minister for Community Services in
her capacity representing the Minister for Health. I refer
the minister to the extraordinary answer given by the
Minister for Health today regarding cuts to services
flowing from the government’s $1.6 billion so-called
savings, and I ask: can the minister advise the house
what is the dollar amount the Department of Health has
been asked to cut?
Mr McIntosh — On a point of order, Speaker, the
Minister for Community Services does not represent
the Minister for Health. That may be a practice adopted
in the upper house; it is not adopted in this chamber.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, to assist
the Leader of the House, the document that was tabled
yesterday by the Premier indicates that the Minister for

Honourable members interjecting.
Questions interrupted.

SUSPENSION OF MEMBER
Member for Albert Park
The SPEAKER — Order! Under standing order
124, I ask the honourable member for Albert Park to
vacate the chamber for 30 minutes.
Honourable member for Albert Park withdrew
from chamber.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Health: budget cuts
Questions resumed.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, I
appreciate that it is highly embarrassing for the Deputy
Leader of the Parliamentary Liberal Party to have made
this revelation to the chamber. However, I ask that there
be some clarification of this matter. The Premier stood
up at the commencement of question time yesterday
and tabled this document, which clearly indicates that
the Minister for Community Services is responsible in
this chamber for matters that come under the Minister
for Health’s portfolio. He indicated that this was a
system to assist the chamber in addressing matters to
ministers. If there has been a change to those
arrangements, the house should have been notified
immediately.
I ask that you either direct the Minister for Community
Services to answer the question as it was asked or give
the opposition the opportunity to direct that question to
the appropriate minister in this chamber.
The SPEAKER — Order! I understand the point of
order that has been raised. I seek some guidance from
the Minister for Innovation, Services and Small
Business on the point of order.
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Ms Asher — On the point of order, Speaker, I can
assist because I drew up the original list and the original
list was not handed to the Premier to read out. I am
more than happy to oblige the house by correcting the
record in writing as soon as I can do it. There has been
no error in the sense that an incorrect list has been
passed on. I am happy to advise the house verbally, and
I will confirm it in writing, that the minister
representing the Minister for Health in this house is the
Minister for Ports.
Mr Andrews — On the point of order, Speaker, the
Minister for Innovation, Services and Small Business
just indicated that the document circulated by the
Premier yesterday is materially wrong and then quickly
followed it with a commentary that no error has been
made. The question is: who represents the Minister for
Health in this chamber? If the document that the
Premier circulated yesterday is materially wrong, as
was pointed out by the sort of leader of the house, when
did she realise that and when might she have proposed
to share that with us? This is amateur hour and a farce.
The SPEAKER — Order! Perhaps the member for
Narre Warren North could redirect the question now
that he has some direction on which minister is
representing the Minister for Health.
Ms Allan — On the point of order, Speaker, I ask
that there be a guarantee given to the house that the
correct documentation will be tabled immediately in
order to assist the future operations of this chamber.
Ms Asher — On the point of order, Speaker, I will
ensure that the documentation is tabled as soon as
practicable. Obviously it involves a document being
retyped.
Mr Hulls — On the point of order, Speaker, I seek
clarification in relation to how many other errors exist
in this document — and I remind those opposite that
being open and transparent is not about making it up as
you go along.
The SPEAKER — Order! Does the member for
Narre Warren North wish to redirect his question to the
Minister for Ports?
Mr DONNELLAN — My question is to the
Premier. I refer the Premier to the extraordinary answer
given by the Minister for Health today regarding cuts to
services flowing from the government’s $1.6 billion
so-called savings, and I ask: can the Premier advise the
house what is the dollar amount that the Department of
Health has been asked to cut?
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Mr BAILLIEU (Premier) — Before the election the
coalition committed to around $1.6 billion in savings
across the board over four years. Those cuts ran to
reducing the bloated ministerial office staff budget,
ending Labor’s spin machine, reducing Labor’s use of
consultants, ending the misuse of government
advertising, axing political opinion polling, ending
Labor’s excessive legal bills, cutting public servant
travel expenses, reducing excess government office
space, providing a better deal from departments on
non-payroll expenditure and running costs, promoting
shared services and capping the number of head office
public service staff. This is a total of around $1.6 billion
over four years. All departments have been asked to
manage those savings.
In terms of cutting the health budget, if that were the
case, it would be a budget item and it would be
determined in the budget. These are savings that have
been nominated so that we can advance programs in the
interests of all Victorians.
Mr Andrews — On a point of order, Speaker, can
the Premier clarify whether he is talking about cuts or
savings? He seems somewhat confused.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not think the
Premier is confused. If members want answers, they
will need to be quiet.
Mr BAILLIEU — Speaker, let me give you an
example of the savings which have already been
effected by this government. In December and January
of last summer the previous government spent
$20 million-plus on advertising. In December and
January of this summer period this government has
spent just $12 million, a nearly 40 per cent saving. We
will be making savings from the bloated management
of the previous government in order to effect programs
for all Victorians.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, as
reluctant as I am to take this point of order, I would ask
that you direct the Premier back to answering the
question he was asked. It related directly to cuts in the
health portfolio. We have already seen the $338 million
detailed in the education portfolio. The question was
specifically about the health portfolio, not any other
part of government administration, and I ask that the
Premier be directed to answer that question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I believe the Premier
was being relevant. He spoke on a number of issues,
including health. The answer was relevant to the
question that was asked.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Wednesday, 9 February 2011

ASSEMBLY

East Gippsland: government initiatives
Mr BULL (Gippsland East) — My question is to
the Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional and
Rural Development. Will the minister advise the house
what action the government is taking to deliver on its
promises and future plans for the constituents of
Gippsland East?
Mr RYAN (Minister for Regional and Rural
Development) — I thank the member for his
question — and what a great thing it is to have him here
on behalf of the people of Gippsland East. It is a
wonderful thing. We were all backing Bully; now we
are backing Sitting Bull! The great thing about this is
that people in the seat of Gippsland East are at last
represented by the member and will have appropriate
levels of programs made available to them by the
government. This is something they have not enjoyed
for many years.
I take this timely opportunity on behalf of the member
for Gippsland East to announce some of the issues that
the government is looking to advance over the course of
our first term. I have recently announced, in company
with the member, $500 000 for the all-abilities
playground in Bairnsdale, a very important initiative. In
conjunction with the government, the East Gippsland
Shire Council is furthering a development initiative in
relation to which the member has played a fundamental
part and which will be of enormous benefit not only for
the people in the immediate surrounds of Bairnsdale but
also for the important tourism trade that passes through
that beautiful town. When this great project is
completed there will be an all-abilities playground
immediately adjacent to the highway that will be
suitable not only for people at large but also for those
who do not enjoy as much physical capacity as might
be the case for many of us.
We have announced another $500 000 for the upgrade
of the Bairnsdale oval. This great initiative will include
the provision of new lighting, the renovation of
facilities for netballers and supporters and the
resurfacing of the ground. If my memory serves me
correctly, the member for Gippsland East was the last
to coach a winning grand final team of players in the
under-18s category some years ago. It was a great effort
on the member’s part to have done this then, and we
will now see the upgrading of that oval, which will be
wonderful for the community.
I have announced $140 000 for the East Gippsland food
cluster. Again, this is vitally important because issues
related to the development of the food industry in its
many forms are critically important to this wonderful
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part of the state. There are many people involved in
horticulture in particular who will benefit from bringing
together their respective groups to promote the
development of additional horticulture in the region.
They need an executive officer, someone who can work
through the options available to them. We will enable
that to happen, which will be a great thing for that
industry.
The government has announced a $100 million
Energies for the Regions program, and Lakes Entrance
and Orbost will be the beneficiaries of this program.
When in government the Labor Party refused to extend
the availability of natural gas to any more towns around
Victoria, and Lakes Entrance and Orbost fell into a
black hole during the campaign when that
announcement was made. This government will look
after the people of East Gippsland in this regard, and
this will mean enormous savings for those who at the
moment have to depend on the availability of liquefied
petroleum gas, which is very expensive. As we deliver
it, this initiative will mean enormous savings of up to
$1200 a year for many families.
We are going to allocate $10 million to a plan for the
improvement of the health of the Gippsland Lakes.
That will also be done over this first four years, and we
intend to ensure that the environmental health of the
lakes is protected. There is, of course, the issue of the
management of those important elements to do with the
future of the tourism industry around the lakes and the
capacity of the lakes to continue in their
environmentally pristine manner. We have to make
certain that we do what is needed to protect one of the
great assets of Victoria, and so we are going to invest
this further $10 million — and we are looking to the
commonwealth to assist us in this very important
initiative over and above our $10 million.
We are also committed to stage 1 of the East Gippsland
water security project. This will be of extraordinary
importance to the horticultural sector, and lest it be
raised by someone, let me emphasise that there will be
no dams being built on the Mitchell River and there
will be no dams being built on its tributaries. We are
going to make sure the horticultural sector is looked
after in an appropriate and responsible way, because it
is one of the keys to the future of this remarkable part
of the state of Victoria.
I can assure the member that the interests of the
constituents of Gippsland East will be accommodated
and catered for in a way that they have not seen or
enjoyed for a long, long time. I might also say that,
although I am referring today to the question from the
member for Gippsland East, I can assure all members
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that everybody will get their turn. Because what we
intend to do through our $1 billion Regional Growth
Fund is look after regional Victoria in a manner that
members of the former government could only ever
dream of, if only they ever did. The fact is they never
did, and that is why they sit where they sit.

from the Chair, I am not really sure how this would be
handled, and I do know the proper process for
addressing questions to the Speaker. But I ask you to
also review the Hansard in regard to that.

Mr Hulls — On a point of order, Speaker, I did not
want to interrupt the Deputy Premier when he was in
full flight, but I would like to remind him, for his own
information, that Sitting Bull was killed by the Indian
agency police on the Standing Rock Indian reservation
to stop him supporting the ghost dance movement.

Ms Barker — On a point of order, Speaker, with
regard to the document that was incorrect and was
tabled yesterday. Tabling a document in this place is a
very serious and responsible matter, so could I ask you
to investigate and report on when it was learnt that that
tabled document was incorrect and whether you were
informed that the document was incorrect, and why the
correct procedure for tabling documents has not been
adhered to?

Mr Ryan — Speaker, on that point of order,
whatever might have been the historical origins of
things, the current Sitting Bull is absolutely safe from
the Labor Party.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not think there is a
need to rule on the point of order. The time for
questions has expired.

The SPEAKER — Order! Thank you.

The SPEAKER — Order! There was certainly
some passing of documents across the table yesterday
between the Minister for Community Services and the
member for Bendigo East.
An honourable member interjected.

Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, it is a
matter for your attention. It is a matter of urgency in
that I request that you examine Hansard regarding the
misleading and contradictory statements that have been
made today, and indeed yesterday, by the Premier and
the Minister for Community Services. They have either
misled the chamber or they have misled the Victorian
public through the Herald Sun. I ask that you examine
Hansard and investigate whether there should be
provided to the house a personal explanation by the
Premier or the minister.
The SPEAKER — Order! I think that in raising the
point of order the member was debating the issue.
However, the member believes there have been
misrepresentations made. I will look at Hansard and
come back to the house. I would like the member for
Bendigo East to come to me and explain where the
problem is, and we will further investigate it.
Ms Barker — I am not entirely sure how to raise
this. I seek clarification. I believe I heard you, Speaker,
make from the chair during question time the comment,
‘I am not sure if the term “rabble” or “mob” is
offensive to MPs’.
An honourable member interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! I would like points of
order to be heard in silence.
Ms Barker — I would perhaps suggest that you
may wish to review the Hansard, but can I indicate that
I do find the terms offensive. However, as it was said

The SPEAKER — Order! Today?
Ms Barker — Further on the point of order, if I
could just clarify: this was a document that was tabled
by the Premier yesterday, by leave.
The SPEAKER — Order! I have just been advised
that he did not table it; he in fact made it available.
Ms Barker — So is it correct that the Premier did
not seek leave yesterday to table the document relating
to ministerial responsibilities?
The SPEAKER — Order! He made the document
available, and it was made available to the house
through the Clerk.
Mr Pandazopoulos — On a point of order, Speaker,
the question is: when did they know?
The SPEAKER — Order! When did they know it
was wrong? That is a question that we will find out.
Mr Pandazopoulos — Further on that point of
order before you rule, Speaker, I do think this is a very
serious matter. The Premier yesterday in his comments
and introduction said he was advising the house of
ministerial responsibilities in this place for ministers in
the other chamber. That is a very appropriate thing to
do when the government knows what its list is. I think it
is very important, Speaker, if I can suggest, so the
house will understand and therefore not have been
misled, for you to find out why a list was made
available to the house that was in fact incorrect — a list
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that had already been typed up and one would therefore
assume had gone through some process.
It is a very serious matter when the opposition asks a
question based on information previously provided to
the house and are then advised it is not directed to the
right minister. It clearly impinges on the obligations
and the rights we have as members of Parliament and as
an opposition.
I think it is important for you, Speaker, to inquire into
why the list was wrong in the first place, what led to
any alteration and when it was found that the list was
incorrect. If there was a sizeable time lapse between the
tabling yesterday afternoon and question time today and
it not being available to the house, it is important for
you, Speaker, to inquire why the courtesy was not
extended to the house of making it available at the first
opportunity, either late last night or this morning. That
is what I ask you to do, Speaker, and to report back to
us as members of Parliament so we can have
confidence in documents that are made available to the
house.
The SPEAKER — Order! I will make some
inquiries, and I will report back to the house. The time
for questions has finished.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Standing and sessional orders
Debate resumed.
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) — I am very pleased to
continue my contribution on the sessional orders
motion moved by the Leader of the House. Just before
lunch I was concluding by making remarks about the
changes being proposed for question time. I would like
to move on to the formal part of the motion, which is
around addressing the issue of notices of motion.
The government has proposed some changes of process
to notices of motion. The opposition has some grave
concerns about those proposals. By and large on paper
they may look innocuous to the government — they
may look pretty unobtrusive — but when you drill
down into the detail you see that what is being
proposed to the Parliament by the government is
actually a gag on members of Parliament. It is a gag on
MPs having an opportunity, as is the current practice, to
deliver a notice of motion orally. I understand that
notices of motion can continue to be delivered in
writing, and they will be incorporated into the notice
paper for publication and can then be debated.
However, the limiting of the number of notices of
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motion that can be delivered orally is of grave concern
to the opposition. Anything that restricts the capacity of
members to represent their constituents on their feet in
this chamber is, in effect, a gag. That is why the
opposition will not be supporting the motion. We
would prefer to see the current practice remain in place
for this session of Parliament.
However, having said that, I acknowledge the
amendment that has been put before the house today by
the Leader of the House to proposed sessional
order 7(7). I appreciate his willingness to have
discussions on the matter and to put it to the house.
Should we not be successful in keeping the current
practice in place, I can flag to the Leader of the House
and to the government that we will be supporting the
amendment. However, as a matter of principle we want
to see the current practice remain in place because the
government’s proposed change will clearly gag
members of Parliament and deny them opportunities.
There are a number of new members on both sides in
this place, and it is good to see them enjoying this
debate. They should be given an opportunity to exercise
their enthusiasm to raise matters while on their feet in
this chamber through notices of motion.
As I said at the outset, the opposition is very supportive
of reforms that are about opening up Parliament and
providing more transparency and greater accountability.
We will not, though, be supporting matters that in effect
gag members. We would like to see the sessional orders
go further than they do at the moment. As I said before
lunch, we acknowledge that some baby steps have been
taken through these sessional orders. Over the term of
this Parliament we look forward to ongoing discussion
and debate with the government on how the standing
orders can be examined and reviewed continuously,
particularly given the Premier’s oft-repeated claim that
he wants to see question time reformed. It was the
Premier who described Dorothy Dixers as a joke and
who said that ministers did not answer them. Again in
the question time that has just concluded we saw how
the government treats question time as a joke and with
contempt. Ministers did not answer questions and
avoided scrutiny.
The reforms that we are proposing would go some way
towards avoiding that. Of course ministers can always
answer questions in various ways, and we just want to
make sure that there are some forms of the house which
give the Speaker an opportunity to have ministers
answer questions directly, factually and succinctly —
and hopefully without too many attacks on the
opposition on the way through. This is what real reform
is. It is not what we saw in the Herald Sun yesterday,
which was a simple stunt.
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Even the Speaker made a mockery of the claim that
legislation would be brought into the chamber this
week to kick out MPs and fine them for the period they
are kicked out. Even the Speaker said on radio that this
would not have changed his behaviour very much if he
were still sitting on the back bench. We all remember
well the behaviour of the Speaker when he was an
opposition backbencher. That makes a mockery of the
claims that this is about reforming Parliament, but we
are encouraged by the small steps forward that are
being taken with this debate in the Parliament.
There will be an opportunity to consider those
amendments. I am always optimistic that the Leader of
the House and the government will consider our
amendments in the spirit in which they have been
proposed. You would not know it now, by the way the
manager of government business is behaving at the
moment, but we have had some very good discussions
outside this chamber on how this debate will progress. I
hope he takes the amendments we have put forward in
the spirit in which they have been proposed. I look
forward to ongoing robust debate.
As I have said, we will support some aspects of what is
being proposed. However, there are some we will not
support, and we will show that during the divisions on
this motion. I hope the government will consider our
amendments and take the opportunity to start the
discussion around further reform. I commend the
opposition’s amendments to the house and to the
government for its consideration.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HODGETT
(Kilsyth).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

GOVERNOR’S SPEECH
Address-in-reply
Debate resumed from 8 February; motion of
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) for adoption of
address-in-reply.
Mr McCURDY (Murray Valley) — Deputy
Speaker, I rise to deliver my address-in-reply, but
before I do so may I congratulate you on being elected
to the Deputy Speaker’s role. It is with deep gratitude
and honour that I deliver this inaugural speech to the
Legislative Assembly. The people of the Murray Valley
electorate have afforded me the opportunity to represent
them at this level, and I am extremely grateful. My life
has been filled with many opportunities to help others,
to represent groups and to stand up for individuals, but
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there has never been an occasion truly like this to
represent all sections of the Murray Valley.
Having grown up in the country and having spent the
first 40 years of my life on a dairy farm, it is fair to say
that my work ethic, my willingness to work and my
attitude towards rural Victoria have been ingrained in
me. Because of my love of the country I desire to see
our primary producers succeed against what are
sometimes very difficult odds. Farmers are incredible
businesspeople. They know they are not always doing it
for the money, but they never cease to desire to create,
produce and harvest a better yield than the year before,
and that drives them to strive harder all the time.
Farming has a flow-on effect into regional towns like
no other industry. Every dollar we produce on a farm
can generate a further $7 or $8 along the food chain,
which goes right through our communities. Clearly our
towns need our farmers as much as our farmers need
the towns. It is a terrific partnership.
Let me paint a picture of the Murray Valley electorate.
It is bounded on the north side by the River Murray,
and to the south are the foothills of the great Victorian
Alps. Our eastern and western boundaries are filled
with a combination of magnificent winegrowing and
niche agricultural production. Rich fruit growing and,
of course, cereal crops, irrigated dairy farms and
various livestock pursuits form the basic ingredients of
our community. All the while the Ovens River and
many other streams meander throughout our electorate.
It is a tourism mecca nestled amongst rich farming
land.
Intertwined within these boundaries are our rural
communities and major commercial centres like
Wangaratta. They provide a stable local economy and
industry for so many people, including businesses like
Bruck Textiles. The towns of Rutherglen and
Yarrawonga are tourist destinations for
Melbourne-based national and international travellers.
Numurkah and Cobram provide vibrant economies in
their own regions and are heavily reliant on the
irrigation waters that flow throughout the region.
After our people and the communities where they live,
the most important asset we have is water. Water is not
a bonus to us. It is not a handy asset to us. It is not even
a nuisance to us. It is as important to us as the air we
breathe. We must have water, or our communities will
die. Water is a non-negotiable, so do not ask me to
apologise if we get a little hot under the collar when
somebody wants to take our water away from us,
because what they are really taking is our future and our
potential to grow. We all dare to dream, but a rural
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community without water is a garden without sunlight.
We will fight if we are backed into a corner. Like the
infamous Kelly gang that roamed our region — they
were an uncompromising bunch — we have matured a
bit in the way we fight, but nonetheless our resolve
cannot be questioned. We can discuss this until the
cows come home, but the truth is that with every drop
that leaves our district so too do our dairy farms, our
vineyards, our orchards and eventually our small
businesses and children.
Our communities are filled with reasonable people, and
they understand that coexistence between the
environment, our farmers and our communities is the
only way forward. Coexistence between all of us will
give us a future. If the right balance is struck, there is no
need for winners and losers. We are primary producers,
we are environmentalists but most of all we are
protective of our children’s future and our rich history
that has provided the opportunities for us.
Rural and regional Victoria is a magnificent partner for
our major cities, and we must never forget that the food
we generate in our regions allows us all to sleep well at
night knowing that our basic human needs are being
cultivated within hours of Melbourne. This insurance
policy should never be underestimated; do not let
complacency set in. We have rarely been hungry and
we have never been famished, but let us not take that
for granted. Do not make the mistake of losing this
sector of our community before we learn.
Our cultural diversity is a major strength in our
communities, and we are stronger communities due to
the faith we place in each other and the trust that keeps
us all united. I respect our indigenous heritage and the
contribution that indigenous people have made over
many years. We now integrate with our many migrants,
especially the Italian communities and other European,
Asian and Middle Eastern cultures, that have helped to
make the Murray Valley a diverse and rich region to
live in. May we continue to nurture those relationships,
and may they grow stronger.
But let us never forget our culture — the culture that
made us the magnificent state we are. The communities
we live in are a result of the people who worked this
land. They fought for this land, and now they want to
develop this land. Let us celebrate and protect our own
culture. We can do this while embracing other cultures.
It is called balance. Our heritage is rich in agriculture,
from droving cattle along the roadsides and even
camping by a billabong, to catching a fish in a local
stream and traversing the magnificent high country. Do
not let anyone ever stop us from enjoying what is our
culture.
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Our forefathers showed incredible vision. They built
dams so that we could develop fruit, crops and dairy not
thought viable in northern Victoria. They developed
irrigation infrastructure that allowed our communities
to expand, and expand they did; they now provide over
80 per cent of the produce that is exported out of the
port of Melbourne.
We must work together so that we do not lose those
values and principles that were the building blocks of
our communities; we cannot let them disappear. We do
not come seeking handouts or donations, but what we
do need is a chance — a chance to share a partnership
with Melbourne and others, a chance to deliver
first-grade produce, first-grade equipment and
first-class services.
Within our community our leaders are proactive for all
of our people — our children who are still in school and
have not even begun the journey into the workforce,
those who have served our communities for decades
with dignity and pride and have earnt the right to retire
and be cared for by the very infrastructure that they
helped to create and everyone in between. But the
vision of our forefathers must not stop with them. We
need to keep the flame burning that engenders a free
spirit, one that makes good communities great. Many of
us know the story about teaching someone how to fish
rather than giving someone a fish: I am proud to be part
of a team that intends to bring back those values and
make our communities safer — a team that teaches
people to thrive and not just be happy to survive. At all
times we need to be mindful that we need to provide
safety nets for those who cannot look after themselves
but keep enough resources available for those who can
care for themselves; we must give them room so they
can continue to do so.
I also want to recognise the volunteers and service
clubs within the Murray Valley district. Everyday the
many cogs and spokes and chains that keep our
communities turning rely on our volunteers. Regardless
of whether they are reading a book to others at school, a
team manager at a local soccer club or maybe someone
who fights Mother Nature when she turns against us,
our community has thousands of volunteers and they
are people who help to make the world a better place
for somebody else. The Nationals have a long and
proud history of representing rural and regional people.
I am proud to be part of this team and am grateful for
their full support. This can-do attitude of The Nationals
is a reflection of the people we represent.
As a father of four children I understand the importance
of creating opportunities for ensuing generations, and
that education along with health is a very important part
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of our development. It is only one part because attitudes
and work ethics are just as important for the success of
our communities. Our eldest daughter, Danielle, juggles
university, full-time work and social commitments like
many 21-year-olds. She is managing the challenges of
fiscal responsibility without living beyond her means.
Our 19-year-old son, Tom, feels the pressure of being a
young man in tertiary education but wants to play a role
in his local regional community. Many of the education
opportunities are in Melbourne, so the balance between
wanting to play footy with his mates in rural Victoria
but also wanting an education is critical. Brooke and
Malcolm are still under the umbrella of the secondary
education system. They too need assistance to grow and
develop as individuals, but clearly as teenagers they can
be targets of the modern-day pressures that we as
parents all fear.

sometimes we need to utilise this teamwork approach to
help ourselves.

The social pressures that face them all are vastly
different to our generation. I have the greatest respect
for the next generation because they need a different
skill set to the one I was brought up with. They still
need to be taught manners, integrity and respect for
others, but they also need to be street wise and worldly
from a very young age. Being in tune with your own
family keeps you in tune with your community.

It goes without saying that our region needs new
bridges, town bypasses, new schools and car parking.
Our hospitals provide magnificent care and facilities for
those who need them, whilst at the same time they are
usually the most significant employer in our rural
towns. The changing face of modern medicine requires
constant and significant investment. Do not consider us
the poor cousins; make us the first cousins that you are
proud to visit.

From Cobram, the home of peaches and cream, to
Wangaratta, the home of jazz, our regional centres have
seen remarkable growth over the years and have plenty
of room to expand provided it is at a rate of change
such that the infrastructure grows with it. Population
growth figures show that in 30 years Victoria’s
population will be around 50 per cent larger than our
current population. We have seen that large urban cities
around the world are not necessarily the best model for
our children to grow up in, so let us not wait till there is
a problem and relocate people against their will. Our
regions are a logical choice for our long-term growth.
We do not have to force people to the regions; if we
keep them well resourced, the people will come and
take the pressure off metropolitan Melbourne. We must
not let our local councils suffocate, because they are the
coalface. They manage the day-to-day issues; we need
to keep them viable. Moira shire, Indigo shire and the
Rural City of Wangaratta are important players in our
team; we must give them the tools to provide services
to our people. They absorb an enormous amount of the
day-to-day pressures.
People will always be my first priority. We all spend
time in different community organisations. I have been
involved with Rotaract, Rotary, Apex, football clubs,
soccer clubs, and the list goes on. I am always amazed
at the contributions people make to help others, and yet
sometimes they do so at their own expense. But

Some of our greatest demons live within ourselves;
they hide out in our own kitchens. The excess
kilograms that many of us carry will be the trigger to
cause our health system to be slowly strangled. Imagine
how much money we could spend on walking tracks,
swimming pools and other healthy living choices if we
could reduce the spending on our health system related
to overweight Victorians. I want to be proactive within
our community to change the direction of body mass.
Some of our children are in the first generation that is
expected to die before their parents. I cannot change it
on my own, but together we can do better than this. I
have visions of supporting our communities to turn
unhappy obesity into healthy and proud of it.

Murray Valley has been well represented for the last
75 years. For the last 34 years it has been guided by
Mr Ken Jasper. Ken and Annette have worked as a
team to ensure that their community and their family
have been high achievers, and I congratulate them both
for an enormous contribution to our region.
I would like to thank my campaign committee, which
was lead by Marty Corboy. Marty and his willing team,
including Richard and Maree Marsh, worked long
hours for many months, and I could not have been more
delighted with all their efforts for the result that we
achieved. The members and friends of mine who
handed out cards and manned prepolling booths were
sensational. Also to my strong supporters from Cobram
who backed me on this journey, thank you.
My parents, John and Barbra McCurdy, are incredibly
proud to see one of their boys given this opportunity to
represent others. The sacrifices they made to provide
me with a well-rounded education were a wonderful
investment. They, like all Victorian families, aspire to
providing the best opportunities they can for their
children and hope they make the most of it. I thank
them for their proud support.
My wife Glenys is a remarkable and supportive person.
This journey did not start when I was elected; it has
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been going on for decades. I would not be here without
her and our four brilliant children, who have also been
very supportive and understanding. They are under no
illusions as to the sacrifices that our family will also
make for the benefit of our community. For that I say
thank you. Our community will work together because
they play together and they belong together. They are
resilient and reliable, but most of all they are respectful
of each other. I commit to them that I will work
honestly and tirelessly on their behalf.
Mr MADDEN (Essendon) — Thank you very
much, Deputy Speaker.
Mr McIntosh — We can interject during this one.
Mr MADDEN — That is right. I rise as the newly
elected member for Essendon. After the retirement of
Judy Maddigan, who was a highly regarded and very
dedicated local member for the seat of Essendon for
more than 14 years, it is a great honour and privilege to
be the state member for the seat of Essendon in this
place. It is also a great privilege because I have lived
my life in the flight path of Essendon Airport, so I
know the local community, I believe, relatively well.
Given that I do not consider this to be an inaugural
speech, as members opposite have mentioned, members
should feel free to interject; I am sure they will. I made
my inaugural speech more than 11 years ago when
elected as a member for Doutta Galla Province in the
other place. In more recent years I represented the
Western Metropolitan Region in the Council. During
those 11 years I held various ministerial positions,
including Minister for Sport and Recreation, Minister
for Youth Affairs, Minister assisting the Minister for
Planning, Minister for the Commonwealth Games,
Minister for Planning and, more recently, Minister for
the Respect Agenda.
These positions combined with the other activities in
my life have meant that I have been in the public
limelight for more than 30 years. The most significant
of those years have been the 11 years I spent as part of
the Bracks and Brumby Labor governments. The state
of Victoria is a much stronger, better and fairer place
than it was prior to Labor coming into government.
Whilst we are no longer in government — and I
appreciate and recognise that and do not wish to
pretend that it is not the case — not only did Labor
change the state for the better, I believe it changed state
policy for the better. In a sense whilst the coalition
might like to say it has created new policy, it has very
much adopted the policies of Labor but committed to
delivering them more effectively, with potentially more
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resources. Perhaps that will be the case, but that is what
the coalition has promised.
I would just like to remind people of some of my
achievements over the last 11 years, particularly in
terms of the major portfolios that I have held. This is
not to talk me up, but I know the sort of place this is
and there is every likelihood that over the next four
years people in this place will try to talk me down.
In the planning portfolio there was the audit of
Melbourne 2030; the nomination of the urban growth
zone; the designation of central activity districts and the
definition of activity centre boundaries; the introduction
of the growth area infrastructure charge, which will
significantly change the outer suburbs in terms of
resourcing for generations to come; major adjustments
to the urban growth boundary to allow for 20 years of
land supply; Melbourne @ 5 Million, developed in
parallel with the Victorian transport plan; and the
nomination of the regional rail link and the outer
metropolitan ring-road in designating those locations.
Whilst topical, there were also interventions that
maintained the commercial building sector, particularly
housing, throughout the course of the global financial
crisis; the streamlining of a number of federal grant
programs, including the federal government’s Building
the Education Revolution; the streamlining of public
housing construction; record levels of renewable energy
approvals to allow for alternative energy sources into
the future; and record levels of investment in major
centres such as Dandenong, Footscray, Broadmeadows,
Ringwood and Greensborough. We also introduced
new domestic building standards, particularly after the
Black Saturday bushfires. Throughout that time we also
saw record levels of housing starts and construction.
This is very much because Victoria is a diverse
economy. In that sense it has been the standout
economy in Australia, if not the standout economy or
jurisdiction in the Western developed world, throughout
the course of the global financial crisis. That has its
own pitfalls. When you have a great economy, when
you have jobs and opportunities, people want to live in
your city and state in huge numbers and we have seen
that.
The contrast I have often used is Detroit in the United
States. Detroit is one of those cities which does not
have a diverse economy. It has a one-track economy
which has been based around the motor vehicle
industry for many years. Throughout the global
financial crisis we saw that fall away more than ever.
Hence the central area of Detroit is nothing but derelict.
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In terms of the sports portfolio, throughout the course
of my term as minister we saw record levels of
participation, the highest levels of facility investment
and continuous growth levels in community facility
use. In terms of major facilities we saw the Great
Northern Stand redevelopment, the Melbourne Sports
and Aquatic Centre redevelopment, the construction of
the State Lawn Bowls Centre and the State Mountain
Bike Centre, the inception of the rectangular pitch
stadium and the hosting of the Commonwealth
Games — described by some as the greatest ever, but
more importantly they were inclusive and community
based. As well as that, terms of reference were provided
to a parliamentary committee to inquire into the status
of country football and netball. What followed was an
all-encompassing, specific grants program to assist
football and netball in country Victoria. There was also
the Go for Your Life program and, just as importantly,
record assistance for state sporting associations.
I realise that many of the things we were involved with
may not have been popular, and they may not have
been popular because in many ways they were meant
for the long term. While we always believed they were
the best for the state in the long term, they may not have
been immediately popular.
The new government promised much in the lead-up to
the election. I suspect that it promised so much that it
could not release its costings until the final days of the
campaign, and so much — —
Mr Mulder — They were all accurate, though.
Mr MADDEN — And it promised so much,
Mr Mulder, that I understand it is not prepared to
release the blue books prepared by Treasury and the
various departments. I suspect it is now desperately
searching for ways to pay for the promises that were
undercosted or not included in its final costings at all.
Given that the Premier said the state’s finances and
previous budget position were okay, the great challenge
for the new government and its coprolites is to find a
way to drop a number of major commitments, which
probably relate to a series of major projects, in order to
free up money for their unfunded promises.
Automatically we see the new government talking
about WestLink and the regional rail link.
Mr Mulder — The regional rail link —
$880 million undercosted.
Mr Pallas — Who says? Preposterous.
Mr Mulder — The Regional Rail Link Authority
says.
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Mr MADDEN — The point I make to Mr Mulder
is — —
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! I ask the
member not to respond to interjections, and I ask the
minister not to make interjections across the table.
Mr MADDEN — I remind members of the
chamber, particularly those in the government, that this
is where we expect them to go: to revert to type and to
delete the much-needed major infrastructure due for the
western suburbs — the lack of which the government
itself made out to be part of the problem.
There will be other problems the new government will
face. They are not new problems, and they are not
necessarily specific to Melbourne and not necessarily
specific to Australia; they are problems that come with
developed cities, increased urbanisation and higher
standards of living, which can be found all around the
world. The problems are very much about the capacity
to manage and fund many of these issues. I am
probably not telling the government anything it does
not already know. The problems relate to higher
standards of living, with people living longer and at the
end of the day only certain things taking their life, and
hence there is a greater demand on the health system.
Issues like traffic congestion and higher standards of
living mean more money is spent on cars and vehicles
in any one household, more cars are on the road, there
are more mobile phones, there is more mobility, more
time is spent outside the home, and there are more large
homes in outer suburbs. These are all common themes
in developed economies around the world.
The great challenge for the government now that Labor
is in opposition is to combine the remedies for the
problems they have made these issues out to be with
some of their own policy areas, such as a further
extension to the urban growth boundary — without,
mind you, public transport. The increased use of motor
vehicles coming from these areas will mean greater
levels of congestion, and if there are greater levels of
congestion and you have committed to greater
patronage on the railway system, there will be more rail
services using the crossings at any one time with more
boom gates down, and more grade separations will
probably be needed than the government is prepared to
commit to.
The extraordinary revelation during the campaign by
the now government was that it would commit to an
airport rail link and the Doncaster rail link. Already it is
committing to those, but it is not able to commit to one
of the most important projects, which is the regional rail
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link. How can the government afford to deliver those if
it cannot afford to deliver the other in the first place?
I suspect that of the many problems that will exist,
some may be of our development — if that is how the
new government wants to portray it — but most will be
created by the new government having thought that it
would never have to deliver on its commitments
because it suspected it would not come into
government.
I look forward to representing the seat of Essendon in
the 57th Parliament, I look forward to holding the
government accountable for its reckless promises and I
look forward to making sure it delivers on its promises,
on time and on budget. I will make sure that the
Essendon electorate is not ignored by this government,
and I will ensure, as its state representative, that the
community of Essendon, the people I have known and
grown to love, will get their fair share of attention and
support from this new coalition government. I look
forward to doing the best I can in the 57th Parliament,
and I look forward to the new government solving its
problems, but I suspect it will take a very long time for
it to do that.
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — In my contribution
to the debate on the address-in-reply to the Governor’s
speech, I would like to congratulate you, Deputy
Speaker, on your election and the Speaker on his rise to
office.
Before I talk about the electorate of South Barwon and
provide a snapshot of its history, I would like to thank
the 48 761 electors who call it home and who have
placed their trust in me as their state Parliament
representative. Importantly I will engage and consult
with the entire community, and I am prepared to listen
and make representations on behalf of all constituents
and not just those who voted for me. There will
certainly be no repeats of the Barwon Heads bridge
fiasco under my watch.
South Barwon has one of the largest numbers of
electors across Victoria. The number of constituents is
ranked 7th among the 88 seats that comprise this place.
Situated south of Geelong, the South Barwon electorate
encompasses the suburbs of Belmont, Grovedale,
Waurn Ponds and part of Highton, where I live. They
are all serviced with local shopping and community
facilities providing a diversity of housing options and a
wide range of affordability.
The new suburb of Armstrong Creek, a master-planned
community, will become a major growth area within
the electorate and will have an estimated population of
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more than 55 000 people in the next 25 years. The
electorate also includes the coastal towns of Torquay,
Jan Juc, Bellbrae, Breamlea and Barwon Heads,
providing a sea-change lifestyle and some of Victoria’s
best surf beaches all approximately 25 minutes from the
Geelong CBD. Mount Duneed, Moriac, Freshwater
Creek, Connewarre, Modewarre, Gnarwarre and Ceres
are also picturesque rural townships located in the
electorate.
South Barwon is also home to the Waurn Ponds
campus of Deakin University. The campus is a major
educational centre and is the hub of Geelong’s
information and technology industries as well as a
research and development precinct. Major industries in
the electorate also include tourism, fishing, as I well
know, and agriculture.
South Barwon is a relatively new electorate, having
been established in 1976. There have been only four
members for South Barwon before me. I would like to
recognise the immediate past member, Michael
Crutchfield, for his contribution to the community. The
first member was Aurel Smith, who held the seat until
1982. Aurel was a founding Liberal Party member. He
was a junior wool classer in a family business where he
became general manager. Harley Dickinson followed
between 1982 and 1992. Prior to entering Parliament he
was a public servant and an Anglican registrar. Alister
Paterson then followed from 1992 to 2002, and he was
formerly a journalist, newsreader and radio announcer.
I was born in June 1970 in Baxter House, like so many
others in Geelong have been. At the end of 1971 my
family moved to West Belmont, where my parents still
live today. I grew up in Belmont, which incidentally
means ‘beautiful hill’, and I am the last of five brothers.
Nick was born 1957, Peter in 1958, Chris in 1959 and
Philip in 1960.
Both my parents are Greek and came from the same
village of Dragano, situated on the island of Lefkada,
which is one of the jewels of the Ionian Sea. My father
Angelo arrived in Australia from Greece in 1949 at the
age of 18, seeking freedom and opportunity. Greece
was in ruins after World War II. There were over
400 000 civilian deaths and casualties, and
90 000 soldiers had been killed or were missing. There
was then three years of civil war between 1946 and
1949 where the US-backed nationalists thankfully
defeated the communists.
My father came to Geelong, where his two uncles had
migrated before World War II. His uncles owned the
fish shop in McCann Street, which is now in the heart
of the Market Square shopping centre. Dad at first
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worked for them but then purchased his own fish and
chip shop in Pakington Street, Geelong West. Dad used
to come to Melbourne and buy his fish at the old
Melbourne Fish Market on the corner of Spencer and
Flinders streets. He built up a good relationship with
Jack Ash from Ash Brothers, who had a stall at the
market. Jack Ash suggested to my father that as no-one
wholesaled fresh fish in Geelong, he should give it a go.
Dad took his advice and established a fish wholesaling
business in Bellarine Street in 1955. When scallops
began to be harvested in Port Philip Bay in the 1960s he
expanded into fishing vessels, processing and
exporting. My mother Sophia Mellas arrived in
Australia in 1956 and my parents were married on
26 February of that year. Although my mother was
never involved in the business, she certainly had her
hands full raising five boys.
I have been married for 10½ years to my beautiful wife,
Vicki, and we have been blessed with four beautiful
boys: Zachary, Evann, Christian and Jack. I am proud
to have been educated entirely within the electorate of
South Barwon. I did not attend kindergarten as a child;
I started school at the age of four and a half at Belmont
Primary School and then attended Belmont High
School, where I completed my Victorian certificate of
education. I undertook a bachelor of commerce at
Deakin University, Waurn Ponds, between 1988 and
1990 and majored in accounting and commercial law. I
graduated in 1991 during the recession ‘we had to
have’, which meant I could not get work as an
accountant, so I went into the family business.
My father has been involved in small business his
whole life and has had a strong sense of customer
service ethos, which he has instilled in me. One of the
most important customer service skills you can develop
is the ability to understand and effectively respond to
the customer’s needs and concerns. These skills will
undoubtedly enable me to provide proper representation
for the people of South Barwon.
My livelihood, however, was threatened by one of the
previous Labor government’s policies when health fees
were increased by over 1000 per cent, with no
additional benefit to my business. As a small business
owner I decided to take action, and that is when I joined
the Liberal Party in 2004. The Liberal Party of course
believes businesses and individuals, not government,
are the true creators of wealth and employment. Other
beliefs that I hold dear are a lean government that
minimises interference in our daily lives and maximises
individual and private sector initiatives; a government
that nurtures and encourages its citizens through
incentives, rather than putting limits on people through
the punishing disincentives of burdensome taxes; and
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the most basic freedoms of parliamentary
democracy — the freedom of thought, the freedom of
worship, the freedom of speech and the freedom of
association.
I would like to thank my family, my wife, Vicki, and
my children. As all members in this place are fully
aware, the strains and stresses of campaigning as a
candidate are very demanding. Vicki supported me
100 per cent. I say thanks to my parents, Angelo and
Sophia, and to my brothers, Philip, Peter and Nick —
thank you for manning the fort at the business while I
was campaigning. I also thank my business partner,
Stephen Peters; my parents-in-law, Chris and Irene; my
brothers-in-law, Jim, Dennis and John; and my sister
in-law, Jenny.
I would like to thank my previous council colleagues
and in particular Stretch Kontelj, Eddy Kontelj, Barbara
Abley, John Mitchell, Jan Farrell and Bruce Harwood. I
would also like to thank my electorate chair, Angelo
Kakouros, as well as Dean Bushell, Simon Price, Rod
Nockles, Ian Smith, Ken Drysdale, the Geelong 500
Club and all branch members within the electorate.
I would like to thank my new parliamentary colleagues
but in particular those who provided guidance and
assistance during the South Barwon campaign. These
included the member for Hawthorn; Legislative
Council members David Koch, Matthew Guy and
Wendy Lovell; the member for Nepean; Senator
Michael Ronaldson; Senator Julian McGauran; and the
members for Warrandyte, Ferntree Gully, Swan Hill,
Doncaster and Polwarth.
My vision for South Barwon is for the region to
become a first-class lifestyle and tourist destination for
the state of Victoria. A convention centre is at the heart
of this vision. A preferred site must be named, and we
must get moving. I believe that the realisation of a
convention centre for Geelong can result in an iconic
building, a tourist drawcard and an economic driver.
Our challenge is to facilitate all levels of government,
working together with the private and tourism sectors to
realise this vision. The state can assist to facilitate this
process, but it is ultimately up to private enterprise to
deliver the convention centre.
The city also needs a critical mass of people to
regenerate the city centre in a similar way to the way
the waterfront was reinvigorated under the Kennett
government’s redevelopment in the 1990s. Deakin
University, which is also situated on the waterfront,
provides a wonderful opportunity for further
partnerships with government. More student activity
and accommodation in the city centre is one of the
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solutions to reviving the CBD. The city centre must be
able to attract a new population from all walks of life so
they can provide the proper economic stimulus that
businesses sorely require. If people are there, businesses
will come, invest and prosper. We must also improve
housing affordability in Geelong, and particularly in
South Barwon, by making land in growth areas such as
Armstrong Creek available for housing development in
a timely manner.
I am looking forward to building a stronger South
Barwon, and I have already been in regular contact with
relevant ministers to ensure that commitments made
prior to the election will be met as soon as possible.
Some of the key infrastructure projects will include an
$85 million investment in a new public hospital at
Deakin University’s Waurn Ponds campus and an
$80 million investment in Geelong Hospital. We are
committed to investing in a new secondary college at
Torquay to service the rapidly growing Surf Coast
region and give parents the choice to educate their
children locally. Residents in the southern suburbs of
Geelong will benefit from a new police station and
State Emergency Service complex in Waurn Ponds,
which reinforces the Baillieu government’s
commitment to more front-line police.
A new railway station at Grovedale will be constructed
to serve Geelong’s rapidly expanding southern suburbs,
and the coalition will provide funds to widen Pioneer
Road between Waurn Ponds Creek and the Princes
Highway. That particular intersection has been a
bottleneck for years, and the coalition government is
determined to fix it. The coalition will also invest
$3.5 million in kindergartens in Grovedale, Barwon
Heads and Torquay. We will provide $15 million for
the redevelopment of the Geelong library and heritage
centre and important funding for noise barriers for
stage 3 of the Geelong Ring Road in Wandana Heights,
which had previously been neglected. Importantly we
have also committed $1.8 million for grassroots local
sporting and surf lifesaving clubs and made a
commitment to review planning arrangements for
stage 4C of the Geelong Ring Road, which is already
under way.
We will deliver on our commitments and make up for
11 years of Labor complacency and neglect. The people
of South Barwon and Victoria deserve no less. I would
like to further thank the people of South Barwon for
giving me the privilege of representing them. I pledge
to work tirelessly and fairly for my community and for
the benefit of the entire Geelong region.
Mr SCOTT (Preston) — I begin my contribution to
the address-in-reply debate by thanking the people of

175

Preston who have been good enough to place their trust
in me again. It is always a privilege and honour to be
elected to this place, and I will serve those electors and
the other people in my electorate to the best of my
ability. I would also like to thank the Australian Labor
Party. Without the support of the many volunteers,
members and trade union members of the Australian
Labor Party and the labour movement I would not be
standing here today. I will strive to work for the dignity
of the human spirit which characterises the great
Australian labour movement.
I would also like to thank my family, particularly my
wife. Politics is a fairly trying business for families. I
have noted that in many speeches, particularly
valedictory speeches, people make comments about the
strains and stresses that political life can place on
spouses and other family members. I think when given
the opportunity we should always take the time to
acknowledge the sacrifices made by others who are not
in this place to allow us to be here and serve the people
whose lives we strive to improve. Without the support
of family and friends, and particularly spouses and
partners, that would not be possible, so I would like to
place on record my thanks for the support that my wife
Shaojie has always given me during the time I have
been here.
The labour movement I serve and am proudly a
member of has done much to create greater equality in
Australia and Victoria. Its roots go back to the great
struggles for equality and the rise of the trade union
movement in Australia in the 19th century. It also fused
with the intellectual radical traditions of other
movements for social progress from both the Catholic
and Protestant traditions, reaching back to the Levellers
of the 17th century and even further back to the peasant
revolts of the 14th century.
When combating inequality the words of the preacher
of the peasant revolt, John Ball, still reach down to us
through the centuries:
When Adam delved and Eve span, Who was then the
gentleman? From the beginning all men by nature were
created alike, and our bondage or servitude came in by the
unjust oppression …

I ask: by what right do some have power and privilege
over others? I think this is a question we in this place
should always ponder because inequality in power is
not just about wealth; there are many informal
mechanisms for it. To those who think there is no
discrimination in our society I would ask them to reflect
on what was said to me in a meeting in this place
during the last Parliament: that the first two ministers of
Italian heritage were the members for Monbulk and
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Mill Park. I sincerely hope that is incorrect. I point out
that it is about 60 years since large numbers of persons
of Italian heritage have been in Victoria, yet I was told
that it was not until the last Parliament that members
from the Italian community became ministers.
Fighting overt discrimination is often easy, but more
subtle forms of discrimination are much harder to fight.
The bulwarks of ingrained privilege and bigotry can be
very difficult to storm, but storm them we must if we
are to build a more equal society. I commit myself in
the Parliament to fighting bigotry in all its forms and
striving for greater equality, as much as I can from the
place I am in, in opposition.
As I read the Governor’s speech and came into this
place I could not help but note the changed
circumstances. I am sure members opposite are
enjoying those circumstances and the trappings that
accompany the gaining of power. In a democracy of
course the people are the final arbiters, so members
opposite get the opportunity to form the government
and we in opposition must respect that decision. But
respecting that decision does not mean becoming a
cheer squad for the government. In the Westminster
tradition oppositions are accorded a very different role.
In fact the line is the ‘loyal opposition’, and the role of
opposing is a loyal act for the society, because it is
through opposition that governments are held to
account. In that role I look forward to the cut and thrust
of political debate and to ensuring that we in the
opposition and I as the member for Preston hold the
government to account. I will fight hard to ensure that
there is a fair share of services for my electorate and the
people I represent, but more importantly I will fight for
the values that the party I belong to represents.
On local matters, I could not help but notice that in the
Governor’s speech the government made reference to
education plans to ‘provide the best possible education
standards and facilities for all students’. I must admit
that I am saddened to have become aware of the cuts
that are going to be initiated in education. They are
reminiscent of the Kennett era. Education is a critical
issue for the Preston community. I am a strong believer
in equality of opportunity. Education is a critical driver
of equality of opportunity, and every young person in
my electorate should be able to attain social mobility
through their hard work and intelligence.
Located in my electorate is Northland Secondary
College in Murray Road. As members may remember,
this school was closed by the Kennett government and
later reopened. The previous state government and the
current federal Labor government, including the local
federal member, Martin Ferguson, have all strongly
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supported Northland Secondary College, including
providing it with capital funding to improve the
facilities there. During the recent election campaign
Labor committed to building on this expenditure by
investing to completely rebuild Northland Secondary
College. I urge the new government to match this
commitment. I intend to take up this matter further in
debates in the house.
Another key issue for me in this Parliament will be
housing. There are large numbers of people living in
public and social housing in my electorate. I strongly
believe public and social housing should be available to
vulnerable members of the community. However, I do
not dream of a future where disadvantaged members of
the community of Preston have access to public
housing; I dream of a future where they have jobs and
employment and through their employment own their
own homes and travel and live with a control over their
lives that other members of society enjoy. There is
nothing romantic about poverty, and I intend to do as
much as possible to eradicate it from Preston.
In recent years there has been an expansion in the
number of private car parks operating in the Preston
electorate. This has been a very important issue locally.
The basis of these businesses is that they simply claim
that the act of a driver entering a car park establishes a
contract between them and the owner of the car park
and that if they breach that contract they can be subject
to penalty clauses. I have a number of problems with
this business practice.
Firstly, not all persons driving into a car park, which
often appears to be a public place, are aware that they
are entering into a private contract. Secondly, often the
damages claims by private car park operators seem,
frankly, not to represent the damages suffered by the
car park operators for the time the cars have been in the
car park. Thirdly, damages claims seem to be more an
attempt to fine rather than to claim damages, and the
right to fine is not held by private businesses; only the
state in its various forms has the right to fine. Fourthly,
the tone of the threats of legal action seems designed to
bully people into paying when the claim for damages
could be based on shaky legal foundations. I note there
is great reluctance on the part of these private
companies to test their claims in court.
During the last parliamentary term worthy legislation
was passed to regulate this industry, but I believe more
needs to be done and I will press for further legislation
to protect consumers from the sharper practices of
private car park operators.
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There are other industries which enter into transactions
that are not by their nature advantageous to consumers,
and I believe this should be a growing area of concern
for this Parliament. The traditional neoclassical view of
economics sees that consumers are protected simply
through competition and through the market being
allowed to operate and that the enlightened self-interest
of rational actors as consumers protects their own
interests. Sadly, recent studies in behavioural
economics which have examined the behaviour of
actual people in the real world have highlighted forms
of human behaviour which can result in perverse
outcomes. In a minority of cases these failings of
human reason led to irrational behaviour which had the
potential to be detrimental.
Some industries seem to target irrational behaviour and
set out to create services which are attractive to this
minority of consumers and may cause harm to them.
An example of this, in my view, is pay-day lending,
which seeks to exploit the failing of the human mind to
effectively understand the discount rate. This failure is
often referred to as ‘hyperbolic discounting’. For a
person who is a hyperbolic discounter — we all are to
some degree, but some are much more so than
others — the value of money declines rapidly at first
and then more slowly. A good example of this is that
some people will accept $70 today instead of $100
tomorrow, whereas they would not accept $70 in five
days time instead of $100 in six days time. These are in
fact the same choices, but they are expressed in a
different time frame. People can usually understand
hyperbolic discounting when it is put in these terms.
There are business models that frankly seem designed
to exploit this irrational behaviour, and this is often to
the detriment of consumers. I think this is an area where
the Parliament and parliaments more broadly should
seek to examine regulation in order to protect people
from businesses which seek to exploit their failings —
failings that most humans have but some much more
than others.
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with a deep commitment to both equality and equality
of opportunity and to ensuring that those who work in
the community are fairly paid and have access to decent
housing, health and education.
Many of the policy positions that are commonly held
across parties and regarded as simple common sense
were once hotly debated controversies. When one side
triumphed the other retreated, and a consensus was
reached. These retreats are not always due to people
instantly accepting the ideas; instead they may be due
to them facing the cold, hard calculus of electoral
realities, where overturning popular policies is
impossible. Only later in the light of this cold, hard
electoral calculus do the edges come off these policy
debates, ideologies get adjusted and once-hated policies
become accepted by their former opponents as common
sense.
The universal franchise — pensions for the sick and
elderly, the right to work in safe workplaces, a fair
day’s pay for a fair day’s work, racial equality and
universal schemes of compensation for injured
workers — are all matters which once were considered
radical. Once public support was clearly demonstrated,
over time they became features of the political
discourse that were accepted by all major players.
It is often the role of the Labor Party to fight for
progressive policies and that of the coalition parties to
accept our reforms through gritted teeth. Part of the
Labor Party’s role in opposition is to fight for our
values and to ensure that the policies we have
enunciated are not overturned by coalition
governments. In that struggle I will willingly
participate.

…the ideas of economists and political philosophers, both
when they are right and when they are wrong, are more
powerful than is commonly understood. Indeed the world is
ruled by little else. Practical men, who believe themselves to
be quite exempt from any intellectual influences, are usually
the slaves of some defunct economist.

As the shadow Minister for Finance I cannot let pass
the large number of coalition promises which were not
accounted for in its financial costing statements
released to the media in the dying days of the election
campaign. I also could not help but notice the nature of
the independent — and I use the term loosely —
scrutiny of those promises by Yates Partners, with
whom the Treasurer had some association, and the
failure to release the blue books in order to obfuscate
and escape scrutiny. But I note that both the Victorian
economy and the public finances were left in good
shape by the previous government. Even the recent
financial update, despite the overblown rhetoric of the
Treasurer, demonstrated this.

Ideas are important. Although state politics is often
focused on debates about service delivery, it is not
exempt from this observation. The Labor Party, to
which I belong, represents a long ideological tradition

In terms of my role as shadow minister for WorkCover
I will fight to protect the rights of injured workers
within a sustainable system of universal insurance,
particularly the common-law rights of injured workers,

In my inaugural speech I quoted John Maynard Keynes,
and I will quote him again now:
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which members may remember were under some attack
from the previous coalition government.

for the Southgate complex to rise from the grotty south
bank of the Yarra.

Another area of particular interest to me is health, and I
noted the reference by the member for Bulleen to
Phillip Bain, who works at the Darebin community
health centre for the good of the community and who is
a really good bloke. I am deeply committed to
preventive health and the role it can play in ensuring the
health of disadvantaged communities, particularly in
areas such as east Preston and east Reservoir, where the
Darebin community health centre is based.

When the Liberals came to government in the 1990s we
continued this rejuvenation, with projects such as
Crown Casino, the exhibition building and the
aquarium. Melbourne City Council also came on board,
restoring the old turning basin at the bottom of William
Street where Fawkner had moored his boat so many
years before.

Again, I would like to say it is an honour to serve in this
Parliament. It is an honour that has been given to me by
the good people of the Preston electorate, which
comprises the suburbs of Preston, Reservoir and a small
part of Coburg, and I will do my best to fight for their
rights, to fight for the values which are represented by
the Australian Labor Party and to do justice to the trust
they have shown me. I hope that in four years hence the
inaugural reply will be given from very different
circumstances.
Mr NEWTON-BROWN (Prahran) — In reply to
the Governor’s address I would like to say what an
honour it is to be here. What an honour and what a
privilege it is to have been given this opportunity to
represent my local community of Prahran as well as the
wider Victorian community, which grew from the
banks of the Yarra River in Melbourne over 170 years
ago.
John Batman — or some say Fawkner — chose this
spot for our village in 1835. For many thousands of
years before that the Kulin nation, and specifically the
Wurundjeri tribe, had also thought this was a pretty
good place to live. I pay respects to these traditional
owners.
The river was central to Melbourne in those early days.
We used the water for drinking. Tall ships docked at the
turning basin at the bottom of William Street. As
Melbourne grew the Yarra was used for recreational
pursuits, such as regular rowing regattas and ferry trips
through my electorate to the tea gardens further
upstream.
However, as Melbourne became industrialised we
literally used the Yarra River as our sewer. It choked on
our effluent and industrial waste. We turned our back
on the mess for decades. In the late 1980s things started
turning around for the Yarra. The Age ran a publicity
campaign called ‘Give the Yarra a go’, and the then
Minister for Planning, Evan Walker, started a process

Around this time in the early 1990s I was beginning my
career as a lawyer at Mallesons. Much to the surprise of
the partners there, at the same time as doing my articles
I started the first water taxi service on the Yarra. I used
a little wooden speedboat christened the Minnow. After
work, and sometimes even during my lunch hour, I
plied the river.
This was 1992, before Crown and before even
Southgate. My business grew to barbecue boats,
floating marquees and a cafe under the Southgate
footbridge. I really was privileged during the 1990s to
play a small part in the rediscovery of the Yarra River.
The Yarra is still brown and it is still muddy, but it is
our brown and muddy river and it now pumps through
Melbourne’s heart. But it is under stress, particularly
through pollutants entering through dodgy septic
systems upstream and broken-down drainage pipes in
the inner city. I hope that in my time in government I
will be able to oversee a marked improvement in the
health of the Yarra River.
From an early age I learnt what politics at a local level
was all about. My late father, Guy, was a barrister
whose real passion lay in local politics. He was a
councillor for over 20 years at the city of Hawthorn and
twice he was mayor. Together with my mother,
Vivienne, he showed me what community engagement
and representation was all about. It was not about
power; it was about being in a position to make our
community a better place.
My father was never party political. I remember him
telling me once that he would have loved to have been
in state Parliament but he could not bear the thought of
joining a political party. I did join a political party. I
was the first person in my extended family to have
joined a political party. I am proud to be serving this
Parliament and the people of Prahran as a member of
the Liberal Party. I am looking forward to being part of
the Liberal team which builds on the strengths of this
great state.
At the other end of the spectrum in my political
education I also learnt at an early age about the
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potential for evil in politics. At the age of 17 I learnt
how politics could be used as a tool of abuse and
discrimination. I spent a year as a Rotary exchange
student in South Africa in 1985. Nelson Mandela was
still in prison on Robben Island and township riots were
a daily occurrence. Despite being hosted in cloistered
white suburbs, I travelled on buses reserved for black
people and sought out leaders such as Bishop Desmond
Tutu to learn about the politics of race. It was a weird
existence living with lovely families in nice suburbs
who turned a blind eye to the carnage around them.
Times have changed, but it is good to pause and think
that just 20 years ago politicians in a country just across
the Indian Ocean used their positions of power to
oppress a majority of their population.
I believe I have, through being elected to a seat in this
house, taken on a grave responsibility to ensure that I
stand up for what is right, no matter how unpopular,
and to fight for those who may not have the capacity or
the opportunity to fight for themselves.
And so to Prahran: I first pay tribute to the former
member, Tony Lupton, who served the people of
Prahran for almost eight years. Prahran is a
cosmopolitan fusion of a diverse cross-section of
Melbourne. We have very well-off people living in the
mansions of Toorak, just kilometres from some of the
most disadvantaged in the state living in the housing
estates of Prahran. We have a very young population,
various ethnicities and a large gay population. We have
artists, actors, singers, skaters, professionals, tradies,
hipsters, scenesters and indies. We even have a circus
school. In this crucible Prahran has been cast as one of
the most liberal and tolerant communities in the state.
We are an eclectic bunch, but we all seem to get on
pretty well together, in essence thriving on our
diversity. Prahran is a great place to live.
I believe everyone must find their place within our
communities where they feel connected and part of the
wider society. This is why sports clubs, interest groups,
ethnic communities, scouts, Rotary clubs, Lions clubs
and even political parties are all very important to our
community. They provide that glue which assembles a
mass of individuals into a cohesive, functioning and
caring society. Perhaps the most important group which
helps to provide this cohesion is families. Families have
provided the bedrock of support for us throughout the
ages.
When I served as a councillor and deputy lord mayor at
Melbourne City Council over 10 years ago we had a
real problem with homelessness, particularly with
younger kids who had run away from their families and
inevitably been attracted to the bright lights of the big
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city. When these kids arrive in the city with nowhere to
stay and no money to live on, it is a pretty steep slope
down into helplessness and despair.
Father Bob Maguire has for many years done amazing
work with young homeless kids through his Open
Family Australia foundation. One of the things I was
most proud of during my time at Melbourne City
Council was being able to secure funding for Open
Family to instigate an outreach program for workers on
the streets, looking out for new runaways and then
connecting them back to their families. Yes,
government support is important for people who have
fallen through the cracks, but let us not ever forget the
amazing support network that families can provide.
Anything we can do to strengthen bonds within families
will make our community a better place.
Institutions associated with families help to provide a
structure for this stability, the most significant one
being marriage. Marriage provides a marker of the
commitment of a couple to their family and to the wider
community. But it is important to remember that in
modern society families are no longer simply a man, a
woman and their kids. Families come in an endless
range of permutations, but they still serve this essential
cohesive function. While the Marriage Act is a piece of
federal legislation, I hope some time during my service
in this house that we will provide in-principle support
for our federal counterparts to find a way to amend the
Marriage Act to become more fair, more equitable and
more just, such that the wonderful diversity of our
community is accommodated in our social institutions.
One of the biggest challenges for government is
planning for population growth. For proof of Prahran
being the greatest electorate in the state of Victoria, you
only need to look at how many people want to live
there. We are the most densely populated electorate in
Victoria. However, it is my view that Prahran has done
more than its fair share of heavy lifting in
accommodating Melbourne’s population growth. I
intend to fight to ensure that the unchecked high-rise
policies of the past are replaced with a greater say for
our local community to ensure that the neighbourhood
character we all love is preserved.
So why am I standing here as the member for Prahran?
As candidates and members of Parliament we are all
used to being asked the question, ‘Why would you
want to do that job?’. It is a good question, and for me
the realisation came around 12 years ago when I was
serving on the Melbourne City Council. This was a
mad time in my life. I had recently married and had a
baby daughter, and I was working long hours on
council while at the same time working as a barrister
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and running my boat business on the Yarra. An average
day for me could see me representing legal aid clients
in a suburban Magistrates Court, rushing back to
council to attend meetings in the afternoon and then on
to skipper a barbecue boat for an office Christmas party
in the evening. I never complained of being bored at
work. The thing that I enjoyed the most about this
period was the time I spent as a councillor representing
the community. It was great to be able to make a
difference to people’s lives, help solve their problems,
dream up ideas to make the city better and then have
the resources to realise these dreams.
It was around this time that I joined the Liberal Party,
attracted to its core values of free enterprise, respect for
the individual, personal and community responsibility,
freedom of choice and reward for effort. However, my
quest to sit in this house was no short route, and now
over a decade later I am mightily pleased to have
fulfilled my goal of becoming a member of this house.
But I have not done this alone. I have had amazing
support from so many people on this journey. The local
Liberals have provided years of support for me
personally as well as for the broader Liberal campaign.
I thank Ben, David, Peter, Jennie, Philip, Malcolm,
Vanessa, Sylvia, Judy, Trish, Tatie, Liz, Emma,
Heather, Matthew, Michael, Tim, Scott and Drew.
Thanks also to my Liberal colleagues in Prahran:
Andrea Coote, David Davis and Georgie Crozier.
To my three fabulous kids, Gretel, James and
Clementine, you were great. I hope when you are older
you will remember that you once thought hanging out
with your father letterboxing and campaigning was sort
of cool. The biggest thankyou would have to go to my
wife, Jane. She has been a great supporter and confidant
for many years. As everyone in this house knows,
running and losing elections takes a huge toll on you
and your family. Despite this, Jane recognised that I
had an inexplicable burning desire to enter this
Parliament. It was she who encouraged me to run again
this time after missing out in 2006, and I am glad that
we kept at it. I would also like to say that I am
immensely proud of the family we have built together.
Finally, I would like to thank the people of Prahran for
giving me this opportunity to serve as their
representative in this Parliament. Regardless of the
work we do in this house and in the wider community,
it is important to remember that it is our local
constituents who decide who sits in these seats. It is a
great honour and a great responsibility. To the people of
Prahran I say that I will not let you down.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — It is a great
pleasure to rise to make my address-in-reply to the
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Governor’s speech, because it gives me the opportunity
not only to talk about the future but also to reflect upon
the previous four years that I have had the privilege of
representing the people of Narre Warren South in this
house. At the outset I congratulate you, Deputy
Speaker, on your elevation to this high office, and I
hope you have a most interesting time.
I also begin by thanking the people of Narre Warren
South electorate for re-electing me as their local
member of Parliament. To represent them — their
needs, concerns, interests and aspirations — in the
Parliament is indeed an honour and a privilege I take
very seriously.
I believe that in the previous term, when I sat on the
other side of the house, my electorate was very well
served by the Bracks and Brumby Labor governments.
I know I will have to work even harder this term, being
on this side of the house, to make sure my electorate
and the good folk of Narre Warren South are not
disadvantaged by the actions of the Baillieu Liberal
government.
The Labor Party achieved many great things during its
time in government, and we presented an excellent plan
for the future at the recent election. This plan was not
based on some sort of cheap pork-barrelling exercise,
and it was not frivolous or made up when somebody
turned up in your electorate. Rather, it was a
well-constructed plan and a blueprint for the future, and
I look forward to campaigning for the new schools,
roads, hospitals and improvements to the local area that
we had promised and that the community members of
Narre Warren South deserve to see in the future. These
are the commitments that are really necessary to make
sure that residents of this new and growing suburb have
places to go to school, a hospital nearby that has
adequate resources and beds, and roads so that people
can get to the jobs that are so essential to keep up the
lifestyle of people in the Narre Warren South electorate.
As I said earlier, I am very proud to have been a
member of the Bracks and Brumby government, which
built so much important community infrastructure in
the Narre Warren South electorate. Nine new schools
were built in my electorate, and we promised a tenth at
the election. Among them were: Alkira Secondary
College, the first public-private partnership school, and
if you go and see this school, you will be absolutely
stunned by what a showcase it is for education in the
local area; Nossal High School, a selective-entry
school; and Berwick Technical Education Centre. A
place of education for every child, irrespective of their
talents, skills and aspirations, is available in very close
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proximity to the homes of the people of Narre Warren
South.

environmentally responsible attitude towards the way
they travel to work.

I am particularly proud of developing a Stephanie
Alexander kitchen garden at one of my local schools,
Berwick Fields Primary School, which is a school I
really love to visit. I look forward to spending a little bit
more time with the kids in the garden getting those
heirloom tomato plants on the go.

Public transport has been a big issue, and I know the
people in my electorate have been particularly grateful
for the services provided. I urge the government to
continue to roll out and expand the number of bus
services available in the local area so that people can
catch the bus to the railway station and then catch the
train or catch the bus to school, thereby taking a few
cars off the road. I also urge the government to ensure
that bus services link up with train services. This was
something that our government did. We expanded the
number of services and continued to extend them into
the new estates so that people did not feel left out. I
really urge the new government to make sure that the
bus network is expanded in the Narre Warren South
electorate.

I am proud that I was part of a government that not only
built Casey Hospital, the first public hospital to be built
in more than 20 years, but also expanded it as the
community continued to grow. We made a
commitment during the election for 30 extra beds, and
just before the election campaign I had the privilege of
attending with the then Minister for Health, now the
Leader of the Opposition, to open a new special care
nursery where there are extra beds for babies who are
born early or unwell. In Berwick, the baby boom capital
of Victoria, it is indeed a great advantage to the many
families who are not only having children but
sometimes also having to go through the very
emotional time of leaving baby behind when they leave
hospital. They need to know that they can go down the
road to visit them and give them the love and attention
that will help to get them home a little bit sooner.
One of the key planks of our re-election strategy in
Narre Warren South was to duplicate the Narre
Warren-Cranbourne Road. As members have probably
been aware, this major thoroughfare has been flooded
in recent days, and if you could see the traffic banked
up, you would realise how important it is that this road
be duplicated in the future. The former government had
a terrific record in this area and spent over $500 million
on roads in the city of Casey, including the duplication
of Clyde Road. I think the current Minister for Roads
was nodding his head earlier, saying he might be
considering an underpass there, so I look forward to
hearing from him in the future about exactly what is
planned with the Clyde Road extension. The important
thing is that Clyde Road is duplicated as quickly as
possible, and I look forward to that happening — as do
the many commuters that have been lobbying for the
duplication to go ahead quickly.
I am very proud to see that members of my community
are increasingly gainfully employed and have been
taking buses and trains to work. This has meant that
many of them have driven their cars to the railway
stations in my electorate. We have had to extend the
station car parks by over 200 and 300 parking spaces at
Berwick, Hallam and Merinda Park, and this has
indicated that many more people are not only gainfully
employed but are also taking a much more

I know that having a job, keeping it, being able to pay
your mortgage and looking after your family are the
most important things to most mothers and fathers, and
I am proud to have been part of a government that
really put the economy front and centre in making sure
everybody in Victoria was given opportunities to work,
maintain a good lifestyle for their families and
contribute to what has been a very prosperous and
vigorous time in Victoria as we have seen the state
continue to grow. We know this has brought on a
number of challenges, but it has also meant that most
people, and certainly most people I speak to, are very
thankful for a government that managed the books well
and allowed them not only to have a job but also to buy
their dream homes in the new suburbs in the outer
south-east and raise their family with great enthusiasm.
I know that during the election campaign the Labor
Party promised a number of crucial things to the people
of Narre Warren South. As I said earlier, I know that I
will have to work even harder to make sure that the
current government is held responsible for making sure
that the needs of local community members, the
families of Narre Warren South, are well looked after.
These promises were not frivolous pork-barrelling as
has occurred elsewhere. They were key election
promises made in response to the real needs of
members of the Narre Warren South community and
included a proposed new Casey central east primary
school. The closest school now has nearly 900 students
and the newest estate is burgeoning with new people,
homes and prams being pushed around on new
footpaths. I hope the Baillieu Liberal government and
the new Minister for Education make sure that the
proposal for a new Casey central east primary school
goes ahead as quickly as possible.
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As I said in my members statement today, I also wish to
see the establishment of a special school for families in
Casey and Cardinia who lobbied so hard to get a special
school in the outer south-east up and running as soon as
possible. I hope it will be the best school possible for
these families who are often struggling to deal with
some of the behavioural problems of their children and
need to have the best possible teachers, facilities and
transport close by so that their families can continue to
grow and enjoy each other’s company.
One election promise in particular that I know is
causing a great deal of concern in the community is
Labor’s promise for a $23 million Berwick trade
careers centre. I note that members on the other side are
not supporting this proposed careers centre which was
eagerly anticipated by the Chisholm Institute of TAFE.
There is an obvious need as the trade courses at
Chisholm in Berwick are filled almost to capacity and,
as I said earlier, we need to make sure that students can
attend schooling close by in the proposed new trade
careers centre. We know lots of kids want to take up a
trade and we need good tradesmen in our area, so I
implore the government to make sure that the centre is
funded in the next budget. The staff and administration
at Chisholm TAFE are looking forward to a positive
outcome for this proposal.
As I said at the outset, it is indeed a great privilege to
represent the people of Narre Warren South, but I am
concerned that the current government may not
adequately fund the necessary schools, extra hospital
beds, new roads and upgrades to sporting facilities that
are so necessary to the people of Narre Warren South to
maintain not only their lifestyle but also to make sure
that their kids get the best possible start in life. I hope
the appropriate ministers will look very carefully at
what Labour promised in the area and recognise the real
need to make sure that the promises made by the Labor
Party can still be delivered.
I conclude by thanking everybody involved in my
campaign. It was a terrific campaign. We met
thousands of people as we went about the electorate and
the biggest message they gave me was that they believe
very strongly the previous government of which I was a
member looked after the future of not only their
families but was also committed to making sure that
Victoria was the best place to live, work and raise a
family. I personally believe those opposite will have a
great deal of — —
An honourable member interjected.
Ms GRALEY — Indeed they are struggling, as we
can see from the performance in question time today, to
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live up to the aspirations of the people of Narre Warren
South.
Ms RYALL (Mitcham) — In reply to the
Governor’s address, Deputy Speaker, I congratulate
you on your appointment. I also congratulate all
members in this place who have been elected to
represent their constituents and the people of Victoria. I
acknowledge the contribution to the community made
by the former member for Mitcham, Tony Robinson,
during his time in office.
I also acknowledge a wonderful lady, Mrs Dorothy
Goble, who, when the electorate of Mitcham was
formed in 1967, a month before I was born, became the
sole female representative in this chamber at that time.
Now, 43 years later, as the next female representative
for Mitcham since Dorothy, I am thrilled to be serving
with so many female colleagues in this chamber, and I
am sure Dorothy would be thrilled too.
I grew up in the Mitcham electorate. It is a very
compact electorate of 24 square kilometres, taking in
Blackburn and Blackburn North as well as parts of
Nunawading, Mitcham, Forest Hill and Vermont. Much
of the Blackburn and Blackburn North areas were
orchards long before I was born. In 1889 Gardiners
Creek was dammed, which created the Blackburn Lake,
a serene and beautiful sanctuary right in the midst of the
electorate. For those who appreciate wonderful art, the
Blackburn Lake area was where the famous artist,
Frederick McCubbin, painted A Bush Burial.
I stand here today as a person of enormous privilege. I
do not doubt that for a moment nor take it for granted.
To be elected to represent others is an honour and one
that comes with enormous responsibility. I want to
express my gratitude to the people of Mitcham
electorate for their trust and this opportunity to
represent them. I will discharge my responsibilities as
their state representative with the due diligence that is
required for such an important role.
In 1983 I was given an opportunity that sparked a fire
in me and that fire ultimately brought me to this place.
A high school teacher at Blackburn High School had a
passion for politics and he was willing to teach that
subject which was not normally offered to students. He
fought for it to be offered, raised the interest of a dozen
high school kids and helped us to fight again to learn
more in year 12. For me that opportunity opened up a
world of knowledge and understanding.
But it is what I learnt afterwards that really impacted on
the values and beliefs I hold today — that is, that
everyone counts. My parents started their marriage with
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little. What they did have was hope and a work ethic
like few I have known. They bought their first home in
the electorate of Mitcham and raised four daughters.
Working multiple jobs to make ends meet, nothing was
beneath them: pumping petrol and washing dishes in
addition to their full-time jobs. They knew that getting
ahead meant hard work and sacrifice.
After many years of working hard for others they
summoned the courage to risk everything to go into
business. They had saved $3000, enough for a car, and
that was it. They made it in the tough world of business
where many do not. They saw opportunity, believed
they could make a fist of it and took a huge step of
faith. They believed in a better life, and they worked
with sheer determination and endurance. I am
incredibly proud of my parents and what they have
achieved both in terms of family and business. They
showed me what reward for effort really means. They
showed me that results come from sacrifice and hard
work. They expected the same work ethic and respect
from their daughters as they always had, that it was a
privilege to have a job and you had to work hard, never
take your job for granted and treat others with respect.
That work ethic lives on in me, and I take nothing for
granted in this role.
Growing up in the electorate of Mitcham was
wonderful. There was a great sense of community with
many activities and sports for energetic kids. We felt
safe, we enjoyed the friendships of many other
children, things were close by and the neighbours were
only too willing to help out and contribute.
As a family of children who loved sport, it became
apparent how important our sporting clubs and
activities are. Through tough times they have stood the
test, and those same clubs are still there. For the benefit
of our children and future generations those clubs need
to prosper. It is not just the health benefits of sport but
the values of mateship, individual responsibility, trust,
teamwork and fair play that children learn that take
them into adulthood and help build healthy individuals
and communities. I am committed to supporting our
sporting and activities clubs in the great work they do.
As a nurse in some of our busiest hospitals one thing I
learnt very quickly is that when you are sitting in your
PJs in a hospital bed it does not matter who you are or
what you have done; you are no different from and just
as important as the person next door. Everyone is equal
and everyone counts. I have seen how vital good
hospital and health services are. Our job is to make sure
that those services are up to standard in the context of
good management and budget constraints and that we
ensure that good management systems reduce errors
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and deliver on outcomes. I have also learnt to
appreciate that the burden on our public hospital system
would be much heavier if we did not have those who
scrimped and saved to pay their own way through
private insurance whilst also contributing to universal
health care.
Like my parents I took one of life’s biggest risks. I
moved from the comfort of a job, where someone else
had risked it all to employ me, to risking it all and
starting my own business. I chose to leave nursing and
create a business that specialised in management
systems. You find out very quickly in small business
that you are on your own. Even though you have joined
the engine room of the economy because you can give
others a job and pay taxes that support other
Australians, you can also go broke spectacularly while
others stand by and watch.
I have done the hard yards that small business people
go through. Like others, I have lived on a credit card for
six months so that we could move to the next level and
employ staff. It is at that time that you hope and pray
that your business is going to succeed, because if it
does not, it is going to be one very long road back to
recovery. Small business people learn very quickly that
when it takes you years to pay back what you owe,
living within your means becomes very important.
I also know that when big business wants to take what
you have, simply because it can, small business has
very few protections or advocates and justice becomes
very expensive. Employers are not a given. Business
owners do not just go to bed and wake up with a
successful business. To create a job for someone that
offers a day’s work for a fair day’s pay takes risk, hard
work and sacrifice. Without free enterprise and the
ability to start up a business, many would find
themselves out of a job. Without encouraging and
supporting our small business sector we would not have
the jobs people need in order to live. Small business
must be supported because people who own small
businesses count.
I have learnt many things in this life so far. I have
worked since I was a 15-year-old high school kid. I
have nursed, started a business and advised and audited
businesses great and small. I have studied and taught at
university and provided training throughout Australia
and overseas. I have created jobs so others could
provide for themselves and their families. I have raised,
and am still raising, a beautiful daughter. I have learnt
that life is short and precious. I have nursed loved ones
in their dying days, and I know heartache and pain.
With retired parents and pensioner parents-in-law, I
understand the needs of our ageing community. But the
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greatest thing I have learnt so far is that I can make a
difference in the lives of others by using what I have
learnt along the way. That is why I stand here today
committed to the people of the Mitcham electorate and
the state of Victoria to do what I can to make a
difference.
Liberal values underpin my role as a member of
Parliament. I believe in equal rights and protecting the
dignity of individuals. I believe in government
interfering in our lives as little as possible. I believe in
respecting the rights of others and in encouraging and
supporting strong families, communities and
community support services — the very things I will
work to underpin. I believe in reward for effort and
encouraging people to have a go at being the best they
can be. I believe in individual responsibility as well as a
mutual responsibility to others, and I believe we need to
make sure we protect and care for our vulnerable, those
who do not have a voice and need the help and support
of others and government to live. Why do I believe in
these things? Because everyone counts.
Mitcham is a diverse seat with many cultures and age
groups, but we have one thing in common: we like
where we live and we want to make it better. I look
forward to working with Premier Baillieu and all
members of the government in fulfilling our
commitments in the Mitcham electorate to achieve this
goal.
There are many I wish to thank for their support
throughout the election campaign. To the campaign
team, all branch members and volunteers, your support
and hard work have been invaluable. It has been a team
effort, and I am grateful to you. To the wider Liberal
Party, your support has been amazing, and I thank you.
To our friends I am so thankful for your
encouragement, thoughts and prayers. You made each
day better and better. To my parents, thank you. You
have taught me so much and have been living examples
of what you believe. Thank you for believing in me
unconditionally. To my sisters and their families, your
encouragement and support has been unending, and to
each of you I am so grateful. To my daughter, Karlie,
and husband, Jeff, I could not have done this without
you. Karlie, you have given selflessly and helped me so
much. I cannot thank you enough, and I am so proud of
you. To my husband, Jeff, thank you for stable ground,
being unswerving in your support and tireless in your
efforts.
To finish, I refer to my favourite author, Michael
Connelly. One of his police characters has a deeply
held philosophy and I have made it mine: everyone
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counts or no-one counts. May I never forget this as long
as I serve in this place and as long as I live.
Ms BEATTIE (Yuroke) — It gives me great
pleasure to rise to speak on the address-in-reply. I made
my first address-in-reply in 1999 and I can say that I did
not need these glasses back then, but I certainly do now.
That is something I warn the new members about: do
not do too much reading!
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the traditional
owners of the land on which we meet, the people of the
mighty Kulin nation, and I pay my respects to the elders
past and present. I would like to congratulate the
Deputy Speaker in achieving high office and I would
like her to pass on my congratulations to the Speaker on
having achieved high office. It is an onerous office at
times but one which deep down we all do respect,
although we might challenge it occasionally.
Most of all I would like to thank the people of Yuroke.
For those who do not know, Yuroke is in the northern
suburbs. It takes in, famously, Melbourne Airport but
also the suburbs of Gladstone Park, Greenvale,
Tullamarine, half of Roxburgh Park, all of Craigieburn,
Attwood, Bulla, Kalkallo and other suburbs. My nearest
neighbour is the electorate of Broadmeadows. I would
like to touch on that for a moment and thank the former
member for Broadmeadows, the previous Premier, the
Honourable John Brumby, for being a wonderful
neighbour for many years. Prior to him the Premier was
Steve Bracks, whom I would like to thank as well.
It has been an exciting 11 years for me, and my
electorate has grown. It is in a growth area and the
electorate has grown enormously in that time. Some of
the challenges that face a growing electorate were
addressed by the Governor in his speech. I would like
to touch on a few of those now. First of all I will refer
to transport because the former Labor government has
done many fine things in transport. One of its great
achievements was extending the rail line to
Craigieburn. Two new stations were associated with
that development as well as a new station at
Craigieburn. For people travelling to the city,
previously on the old V/Line train, there had been four
services in the morning; now there is a train every
12 minutes or so and for that we have to thank the
Labor government. I was reminded of that when I was
at Coolaroo station the other morning with our
wonderful candidate for Broadmeadows, Mr Frank
McGuire. People coming into the station remembered
that it had been built by a Labor government, and they
greeted Frank very warmly. I wish him well in the
upcoming by-election.
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I would like to talk about a few other things with
respect to transport. I want to talk about roads because
we have one very dangerous road in Yuroke, Somerton
Road; it is shared between the electorates of
Broadmeadows and Yuroke. That road needs fixing. I
was working with the former Minister for Roads and
Ports, Tim Pallas, to achieve the duplication of that
road. I will be calling on the new Minister for Roads to
complete the duplication of that road. It is a vital part of
the growing suburbs.
One of the things that the Liberal Party, the now
government, has talked about is a Melbourne Airport
rail link. I am not going to touch on that very much but
I will talk about the proposed Avalon Airport rail link. I
do not know how many international airports our
population can carry, but I am not sure we need a rail
link to the Avalon Airport, which does not have any
international flights. I do not know who is going to
catch this train to Avalon Airport. It will be interesting
to see. Perhaps it will be those popping down to Avalon
for a meeting with Lindsay Fox, or something like that.
I am not quite sure. It will be amusing to see if that is
ever built. Personally, I doubt it.
I want to talk about planning. The previous Minister for
Planning is in the house. We need to ensure, and I will
be calling on the Liberal government to ensure, that as
the planning goes ahead for new suburbs the
infrastructure is in place. This is one of the issues that
Labor addressed head-on with the growth areas
infrastructure contribution, which was to provide
infrastructure for those growing suburbs. I am calling
on the Liberal Party to put that infrastructure in place. I
will be holding it to account on infrastructure, because
the old days of building suburbs that grow as urban
sprawl are gone. We want planned suburbs. We deserve
to be treated the same as any other electorate in
Melbourne and to have those services in place when
people come to Yuroke to live.
Mr Watt interjected.
Ms BEATTIE — I hear some interjections from the
other side. It is no use interjecting from the other side
because I am wearing reading glasses. I cannot even see
the member, so he should not bother.
I want to talk about education. The Liberal Party’s
policies on education puzzle me a little. When the
government was in opposition the now Liberal Minister
for Education came trotting out to the electorate and
promised the people of Greenvale a secondary college.
There were not then and there are still not enough kids
to build a secondary college out there, but he promised
one to the people of Greenvale in 2006. The other day
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he came poncing around at Mount Ridley
P–12 College, which was built under a Labor
government to service the north area of the electorate. It
will be interesting to see if he holds to his promise to
build a Greenvale secondary college.
I call on the Minister for Education to complete the last
stage of the Westmeadows Primary School.
Westmeadows has waited a very long time for its
different stages, and now all but one stage have been
completed.
I want to talk about multicultural Victoria for a little
while, because it was my privilege in the Labor
government to be the Parliamentary Secretary Assisting
the Premier on Multicultural Affairs, a much-needed
position which I note has been abolished under the
Baillieu-Ryan government. I am not sure why, because
certainly there is the work for a minister, a minister
assisting and a parliamentary secretary. I can only
assume that this government will perhaps neglect the
multicultural communities, and that will be a great
shame because certainly our multicultural communities
need assistance. I noticed this morning an attack on
multiculturalism by Kevin Andrews, who was a
member of the previous federal Liberal government, in
a classic case of playing wedge politics.
I want to talk about veterans affairs because it was also
my privilege to be parliamentary secretary for veterans’
affairs. It was an area I enjoyed very much; the veteran
community is a great community. In 2014 when this
57th Parliament is nearing the end of its life it will be
100 years from the start of World War I. There will be
many commemorations, and I would urge all members
to take part in those.
Finally, what would an address-in-reply be without
thanking a team of supporters? Every member who
comes into this house comes in with a team of people
behind them. I would especially like to thank my joint
campaign directors, Casey Nunn and Joshua Bull, two
fine young people who were assisted ably by Paul
Caruso. I would like to thank my brother and my
sister-in-law, Kevin and Marina Beattie, part of Team
Beattie since 1999, and my adopted brother and sister,
Tony and Julie Sheridan. Their two children have
promised to be part of my next campaign for Yuroke. I
would also like to thank Kevin Incigneri, the absolutely
stalwart Jennifer Devitt, Bob Poole, Darrell Cochrane,
the Wieladek family, Jason Bird, Kylie Hogan and
Maddison Bird.
There was one thing that disturbed me on election day,
and I say this in all seriousness because I think it is a
problem. The Liberal Party had a number of children
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working on the booths. I was greatly concerned by this.
They were very young children, around the age of 10 or
12.
Mr Shaw interjected.
Ms BEATTIE — No, just listen for a moment. One
young girl was left at a country booth almost all day by
herself. My campaign workers, who were both men, did
not want to offer her food lest they be taken in the
wrong manner. This is a problem when you leave
young girls unattended at polling booths. I was very
disturbed by that. I call on all parties, not just the
Liberal Party, to show a bit of common sense about
those things. It is not nice to leave a child at a booth for
the greater part of the day without food and
refreshments.
I would like to say a few words to the new members. In
this house in the past couple of days there have been
some absolutely terrific speeches, and many of them
have been made by those opposite. I would like to
congratulate all the new members on their speeches. It
really gives me great heart when I hear them. People
come into this place with absolutely good intentions.
We all know the press is very cynical about politicians,
but each one of us comes in here with high hopes and
aspirations and the willingness to do good. I
congratulate people on that.
Finally, if I might say this to the new members: have a
good time while you are here and do not get too serious
about the place. We all love the cut and thrust of
question time. I am sure for the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker question time is probably a bit of an ulcer in
the tummy, but we should not take ourselves too
seriously. In the time I have been here there has been
peace in Northern Ireland, a civil war has ended in Sri
Lanka and in our own state we have had floods and lost
people to bushfires. Really we should reflect on
ourselves and think about what is important in life. One
of the great things that I think has happened since the
time I arrived in this house is the Labor government
decriminalising abortion. I am very proud to have been
part of that debate. We have actually changed people’s
lives. This Parliament is not as grand as the federal
Parliament — it is a small Parliament — but we can
make a difference to people’s lives too.
Ms MILLER (Bentleigh) — Deputy Speaker, I
commence by congratulating you on your election to
the position of Deputy Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, and I also congratulate the Speaker on his
election to that position.
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I rise to speak in reply to the Governor’s address. After
being elected as the member for Bentleigh I feel greatly
honoured to stand in this chamber as the member, and I
thank all my constituents for putting their trust in me. I
am the sixth member to represent Bentleigh since the
district was established in 1967, the year I was born.
Congratulations to all members of the 57th Parliament
of Victoria on their election or re-election. I wish them
well throughout their terms of office. In particular I
congratulate the Premier, Mr Ted Baillieu, on his
ascension to the highest office in the state.
Despite party differences we all come here hoping to
leave our community and our state better than we found
it. I am particularly proud to be a member of the
coalition class of 2010, a team of dedicated and
energetic MPs with a strong contribution to make to the
government and to Victoria today and in the years
ahead. I look forward to working with my fellow new
members. I am extremely humbled and privileged to
have been elected to represent the people of Bentleigh,
a place I grew up in and a place I know well. I have
always wanted to serve the community, and what better
way to do it than as a member of Parliament.
At the outset I recognise the emergency services and
volunteers who are currently putting their lives at risk to
protect flood and fire-affected families and homes and
people’s livelihoods throughout Australia. I pay tribute
to those volunteers of the Victorian Red Cross. I
experienced firsthand all their good work for the
community at Cohuna last month. I hope my
contribution last month offered some relief even for a
brief time.
Bentleigh gets its name from the early federation
Premier, Sir Thomas Bent, whose family owned a
market garden in Moorabbin. Bent’s family
connections are indicative of Bentleigh’s past life as a
centre of agricultural commerce. This commercial
tradition continues to this day with the lively activity
within the Bentleigh electorate. Of the 44 years that
members for Bentleigh have sat in this place they have
served as members of the government of the day for all
bar six of those years. Thus one might say, ‘As goes
Bentleigh, so goes Victoria’. I believe this to be because
Bentleigh, with its energetic and diverse community
and the existence of both its retail and industrial sectors,
is an excellent sample of Melbourne and Victoria
generally.
Our community in Bentleigh is endowed with a great
mixture of suburban neighbourhoods, where parents
enjoy raising their children and where we have
excellent schools, sporting facilities, services, retail
precincts and a vibrant mixture of languages and
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cultures which reflect our multicultural history. My
prime aim is to protect this passionately. Community
involvement is an intricate part of Bentleigh. It is
energising and inspiring to know that the community
spirit is alive and well.
Nothing exemplifies the community spirit of my
electorate better than the incredible reaction in the past
few days to the flooding. In one section of my
electorate there are several families who have lost
almost everything and will be homeless for many
months to come. Despite this adversity they have
banded together to help one another in a truly inspiring
example of community spirit. I would like to pay
tribute to those residents of Cadby and Station avenues
in McKinnon.
Raised by my mother as one of six siblings in
Bentleigh, I learnt the importance of a strong family
unit, love, stability and support that nurtured me to
aspire to my ambitions. This experience highlighted the
power of family combined with local community spirit
and led to the development of values fulfilling my
potential. Starting work early in life, I spent my teenage
years working in numerous local businesses and
contributing to the household budget. It was then that I
learnt the importance of fiscal management, courage
and leadership.
My primary school education was at St Peters Parish
School, Bentleigh East, where the then local parish
priest, Fr Heriot, was a significant role model, mentor
and family friend. I am forever grateful to Fr Heriot for
his support, which continues to this day. My secondary
education was spent at Star of the Sea College in
Brighton East, formerly known as Gardenvale, where
we were encouraged to think rationally, responsibly and
compassionately. This college taught me the
importance of respecting others, working hard, setting
and achieving goals and delivering results.
The people of Bentleigh embrace the choice and quality
of the school education that is available there, and many
families move into the electorate for this reason. In my
view, education is a fundamental element to allow one
to develop talents and abilities that will catapult
individuals on for life. I am a great believer in the
importance of education and know from my own
family and life experiences what a good education can
mean.
I came to higher education later than most and in the
early 1990s completed a nursing degree. In 2007, as my
belief in the significance of education grew, I
completed a masters in management at Monash
University. The opportunity to study has given me
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options I would not have had otherwise and, most
importantly, led me to the health-care sector, which has
throughout my life provided me with fulfilment and
satisfaction. My early life experiences led me to pursue
nursing to care for and assist others in need. This started
at the Kingston Centre and continued at Monash
Medical Centre Clayton and then onto the Mercy
Hospital for Women. My career allowed me to work in
city, metropolitan and regional hospitals throughout
Victoria over the last 25 years.
I come to this place with a varied background and
experience, which I know will help me represent the
diverse needs of my constituents. I have been privileged
to see the benefits of the impact one can have on an
individual, a family and a community. I understand the
challenges at all levels of health-care service delivery
and will work hard to deliver better services for the
community.
The previous government has left our health-care
system in dire need of support. I am proud to be a
member of a government which will give the
health-care sector the support it deserves. Now in
public life it is making this difference to change lives
for the better that I would like to continue in the years
ahead.
The Liberal Party of Australia is a conservative party. It
was founded in Albury in 1944 by Sir Robert Menzies,
a former member of this chamber. Menzies sought a
society with a motto ‘To strive, to seek, to find and not
to yield’ — that is at the heart of our liberal values. We
value leadership, determination and individual
enterprise. Based on my values, I joined the Liberal
Party of Victoria to contribute to a better state and be a
voice to be heard for Bentleigh.
From Thomas Hollway to the man from Skipton,
Sir Henry Bolte, and through to premiers Rupert
Hamer, Lindsay Thompson, Jeff Kennett and now my
colleague Ted Baillieu, our party has always provided
strong leadership for this state and moved Victoria in
the right direction.
As the proud new member for Bentleigh I am confident
that our government will act decisively and work to
build this state. In my view politics is about people and
making a contribution for the common good. It is about
community aspirations for families, the elderly and the
young alike and delivering commitments.
My secondary college education school motto was
‘Deeds not words’ — ‘Facta non verba’. The college
motto reminds us that words are not enough in
themselves. We need to be doers of the word,
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proclaiming the good news with courage and
conviction. I have tried to follow this lesson throughout
my life, as I believe good intentions must be backed up
by good actions. A good government will deliver on its
intentions and act responsibly and decisively.
Education policy is an area where already our
government has shown action and an ability to deliver
on the tough decisions. Already the Minister for
Education has introduced legislation to empower
principals to create safe learning environments. This
policy will make our schools safer and strengthen our
education system.
The ability to respond to state emergencies such as the
current floods so soon after the devastating Black
Saturday bushfires illustrates the importance of having
good fiscal policy and management so that government
has the means to support those Victorians affected by
such tragedies. As Margaret Thatcher said, ‘The
philosophy of enterprise and opportunity … that is the
way — and the only way — to rejuvenate’. It is for this
reason that governments must be prudent financial
managers and allow the private sector to grow and
provide the benefits of a strong economy.
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cultural groups that now reside in Bentleigh. I intend to
listen to and stand up for the family unit, which is the
centre of a community, and commit to being a strong
advocate for my constituency.
Finally, the issue of leadership is also important for any
government of the day. The youth of today are our
future for tomorrow, and it is our responsibility to
ensure that we provide them with direction, vision and
opportunity. Last month I was privileged to spend time
with our youth from Bentleigh at the Lord Somers
Camp. It is a place where initial strangers from all
social backgrounds work together to achieve a common
goal, resulting in personal development and long-term
friendships. The life and leadership skills learnt will
now help them become potential future leaders. It is my
aim to work with the youth of the electorate and assist
them to be aware of the opportunities life has for them
through initiative and hard work.
A great example of strong leadership in recent times
has been the Premier, whose leadership in responding
to the northern Victorian floods and sending people up
to help those affected by the floods in Queensland in
January 2011 was truly remarkable.

The members of the Bentleigh small business
community are a resilient lot. Longstanding iconic
businesses that I visited as a child, such as Roses
Shoeland, Aldo’s hairdressing and Fong’s restaurant,
are some of many that have continued to prosper
despite the high interest rates in the late 1980s, the
Asian financial crisis in the 1990s and the global
financial crisis in recent years.

I stand before you today as the sixth member for
Bentleigh. Among my predecessors are the current
Parliamentary Secretary for Education and a member
for South Eastern Metropolitan Region in the other
place, Inga Peulich, who served Bentleigh well. I
acknowledge the previous member for Bentleigh, Rob
Hudson, for the contributions he made to the electorate,
which I intend to continue and develop into the future.

In the area of fiscal management I look forward to
working with colleagues to address rising cost of living
pressures, as my experience as a child growing up led
me to understand the difficulty of making ends meet.

I know wholeheartedly that the success of my election
was a team effort. I would like to express my sincere
thanks to the Victorian Liberal Party team, including
the former state director, Tony Nutt, the executive and
the staff at headquarters for their outstanding assistance
in the Bentleigh campaign. I thank the Ted Baillieu, the
Premier and Leader of the Victorian Parliamentary
Liberal Party and his staff, and Peter Ryan, the Deputy
Premier and Leader of The Nationals, for their
outstanding performance throughout the 2010
campaign. I thank the Victorian Liberal Women’s
Council for its support and contributions. I also thank
the honourable member for the federal seat of
Goldstein, Andrew Robb, electorate chair Kaye Farrow,
Frank Greenstein and members for their support.

I firmly believe that the Bentleigh electorate deserves
an improved level of services and infrastructure. I
listened to the people of Bentleigh, and what I heard
them say was that there is a need to improve transport,
law and order, health, education and the cost of living.
I am proud that in addition to these everyday
fundamental areas our government has committed to
projects that will improve the amenity of my electorate,
such as funding for the Centenary Park pavilion, the
Margaret Street park, McKinnon Reserve and a railway
station at Southland and the commencement of funding
for the abolition of the North Road, Ormond, level
crossing.
The approach I intend to take will be consultative,
economically sensible and considerate of the diverse

I say thank you to the Liberal branch members and
campaign team in Bentleigh, especially the executive
committee, electorate chairman Jeff Antcliff and
committee members Thelma Mansfield, Marg Kent,
Sue Coburn, Tim Neve and Ayden Caroll. I also thank
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David Davis and Georgie Crozier, members for
Southern Metropolitan Region in the other place,
volunteers Shane Murphy and Dave Earl and my
fearless campaign director, Peter Norman, for their
tireless efforts.
I thank members of the Hawksburn branch for their
encouragement to me to pursue my candidacy. I also
thank the neighbouring branch MPs and members for
their significant contribution to the campaign, which
assisted in delivering the results, in particular the
Honourable Louise Asher, the member for Brighton,
and Mr Ramon Frederico.
All of this could not have been achieved without the
diligent political guidance of my mentor in Parliament,
a member for Southern Metropolitan Region in the
other place, Andrea Coote, and her dedicated staff.
Thank you, Andrea, for your ongoing support, guidance
and friendship since my preselection, and I look
forward to continuing our good work in the years
ahead.
Thank you to family, friends and volunteers for their
hard work in the electorate, which made a crucial
difference. I am forever grateful to my mother, who
was inspirational and would be proud of my
achievements.
I hope that throughout this speech members of this
house have come to understand my beliefs and
commitment to the electorate of Bentleigh. My
intention is clear, and that is to deliver the commitments
the Baillieu government made to the Victorian people. I
will listen and make decisions in the interests of the
entire Bentleigh community. As the new member for
Bentleigh and as a member of the new government, it is
evident to me that the community wants a stronger,
fairer, safer Victoria.
Finally, I would like to thank the people of the
Bentleigh electorate for putting their trust in me, and in
turn my commitment is now to them. As a new member
of this house and this team I will work hard for all the
people of Bentleigh and all of Victoria.
Mr PANDAZOPOULOS (Dandenong) — Firstly,
I congratulate the Deputy Speaker on her elevation; it is
well deserved. I have enjoyed knowing her over a
number of years and working with her in more recent
times on the previous Parliament’s Environment and
Natural Resources Committee, where we showed that
good bipartisan support often occurs behind the scenes
and out of the framework of question time. I also
congratulate the Speaker in his absence on his
elevation. We have known each other for over 20 years,
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having both been in local government in the past. I
commend him, and I welcome all the new members
from both sides of this house. We are all here to serve,
and we are all here to pursue our beliefs. Sometimes
those beliefs differ, but a lot of the time they are very
similar, and that is the reality.
I also congratulate the government on having been
formed. It is one of the wonderful things about
democracy that no matter how little you lose by — two
seats and just over 1000 votes — at the end of the day
there is always a government and there is always an
opposition. We are a practical example to the rest of the
world, especially those places where there are fights for
democracy, such as Egypt, Tunisia and other parts of
the Arab world at the moment. We all move along and
respect each other, the roles we have and the
commitments that have been made to the electorate by
the parties in government. Accordingly we understand
the separate roles we have as government and
opposition members of Parliament. Our role in
opposition is not only to serve our constituency but also
to hold the government to account. Being in
government is a very hard job, and eventually it catches
up with you. That is why you lose elections. But that is
exactly what we will do: keep the government
accountable.
Secondly, I thank the people of the electorate of
Dandenong for trusting me for the sixth time. I have
also had the privilege of serving two terms in the local
council in part of that electorate, so I have had an
affiliation with public life in that region for 23 years
now, and I have seen it change and grow. I want to
thank my family, my supporters, my campaign workers
and the staff in my electorate office for all the work
they do, because as we all know, and as new members
in particular will know, at the end of the day it is the
work that our supporters and staff do for us that makes
a big difference. We cannot do it on our own; we need
good people around us all the time.
I was disappointed with the election campaign, not only
with the loss but also because Dandenong did not
receive any visits from shadow ministers at the time
and there were no commitments made to the
Dandenong electorate by what is now the new
government. That is a concern to me, because it is an
area that has very great needs. Being in government,
particularly when that government just wins and an
opposition just loses, is about the government keeping
its promises. It is also important to recognise,
understand and somehow in the government’s program
work through and support some of the policy initiatives
that were so popular amongst the rest of the
electorate — for example, the schools rebuilding
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program. All of our electorates have been the
beneficiaries of that program. We would always like a
lot more, but at the end of the day the reason for the
schools rebuilding program is a recognition that the
post-war baby boomers saw a whole lot of new schools
getting built in the 1960s and 1970s that have now gone
past their use-by date. There is a huge number of
schools out there that need to be repaired.
We have seen some great things happening in my
electorate. I am pleased that just a few weeks ago work
started on the regeneration of Dandenong North
Primary School, a multicultural school in a very low
income part of Dandenong. We have also seen the new
K–10 school in Doveton, a suburb in which I grew up.
This is an innovative project with some private sector
sponsorship, and I know the Minister for Education is
quite keen about and supportive of that model. That
school is being rebuilt, and it is returning secondary
education to the Doveton community.
There is also the fantastic Dandenong High School,
stage 2 of which is opening this Friday. There has been
a lot of positive comment about how good thinking,
good buildings, good teaching and a coordinated
approach delivers really positive outcomes for local
communities. I want to congratulate Martin Culkin, the
school’s principal. It has been a long road he has
travelled, and he is getting there. The final stage,
stage 3, was an election commitment by the Labor
Party, and I believe the new government will continue
that project.
The project has received widespread coverage, even in
Business Review Weekly, on the sort of innovative
things that can be done in areas that people might not
be aware of. They might think those areas are socially
depressed, but when we look at the outcomes of that
school and at the great Victorian certificate of education
results for many of the refugee communities in that
area, we should be really proud that as a multicultural
country and the most multicultural state in Australia not
only are we a haven for so many of these refugees but
also we embrace refugees and new communities. We
make them feel at home. They know they have a future,
and they can plan for one. For young people this
includes an academic future.
One thing these migrant groups and refugee
communities want to do is have a better life for
themselves; they want to contribute to their new home
and their new society as soon as they can while
retaining love for their own culture and the place they
came from.
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There have been some worrying trends early on in this
government’s term that need to be raised. When you go
to an election in opposition many of your policies are
not costed in detail. We saw that when Labor went into
government in 1999. Those uncosted policies become
potential cost blow-outs, and you have to find that
money. Sometimes you have to bite the bullet and
change your programs. But ultimately, it is the party
that wins government that goes out there and tells the
community certain things.
When I visited the schools in my electorate it was
evident that people really believed this government
wanted to make Victorian teachers the highest paid in
Australia. Some of the early comments from the
government show that that commitment may no longer
be there, that maybe the government wants to move
away from it. Sometimes we say more than we mean to
the electorate, and it ends up costing us a lot more
money than we can afford. We then have to make some
hard choices. I believe it is important to deliver on what
you say. If you are saying to pensioners, albeit in the
Herald Sun, that there will be an all-year-round
concession, they will believe you.
As politicians we sometimes want to put certain things
in writing so we can wheel them out and say, ‘But this
was our commitment’. However, when we talk to
stakeholder groups like the Public Transport Users
Association about our commitment to premium stations
the day before the election, or when we talk to the
media, we would like to leave other impressions. At the
end of the day people vote based on the impressions
they get from the media and on what stakeholder
groups tell them, rather than voting on the policy
positions that are printed. This is because policy
positions are not widely available or circulated, whereas
media output is. It is a shame that we have seen this
today. The Premier has come out and said, ‘We are
going to keep our commitment; we will backdate it’.
Earlier in question time, and yesterday, the relevant
minister could not make that commitment to us.
We are going to debate some standing orders about
being factual, concise and direct. These are new
standing orders proposed by the government. It is going
to be direct, yet it was not being direct with this house,
let alone the public, on such an important initiative. I
know many pensioners and low-income earners who
thought the all-year-round concession initiative was a
good one. There is no doubt it was a good initiative; a
lot of people voted for it and liked it. What
differentiated us in government was that we did not
make an all-year-round commitment. People honestly
believed, when they read about the concession in the
Herald Sun, that it was going to start from 1 January.
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Why not be direct in this house? It seems that the
government has come to this commitment kicking and
screaming. To make good on the commitment, why
would the government not backdate it to earlier in the
day, or yesterday? Why is the minister not being direct?
The government claims we are going to end the spin
and have transparency, but all we are seeing is the same
thing all over again.
I want to say a few words about multicultural affairs. I
commend the Minister for Multicultural Affairs and
Citizenship on his very strongly worded press statement
yesterday in support of multiculturalism. Some of the
debate going on in the Herald Sun today emanates from
comments made by the Prime Minister of Great Britain,
David Cameron, attacking multiculturalism. When the
minister spoke to the media he put it correctly; we do
not just talk multiculturalism in Victoria, we practise it.
That is why it works here. In places where people
attack multiculturalism, like Britain, Germany or even
New South Wales, multiculturalism has never been
applied. We have truly applied it only here in Victoria,
and the reason it has been applied is that there has been
strong bipartisan support for it and a strong
understanding of what multiculturalism actually means
on the part of members of Parliament — it is not just
lip-service.
I have been impressed by the statements made by new
members in their inaugural speeches. Many have
mentioned their support for diversity and their
recognition of it in their own electorates. For Victorians
multiculturalism is an organic thing and something we
are proud of. We have very few problems considering
that we have so many different cultural groups living in
our state. Those who have problems do not have an
organic approach to their diversity; they do not stand up
when the time is right, like the minister has done in
response to the recent attacks on multiculturalism, or
like Premier Kennett did to Pauline Hanson. This
approach is important because it keeps us together in
our diversity.
Also important are the resources we apply. To get good
results you need to invest, and often the investments we
have made in multicultural affairs are cost effective and
cheap. The multicultural affairs portfolio is not a huge
portfolio. The budget available to the minister is
roughly $10 million per year. It is one of the smallest
areas of responsibility in government from a dollar
point of view, yet 25 per cent of our population was
born overseas, and something like 45 per cent of the
population has at least one parent who was born
overseas. The portfolio covers so much of the
community for so little annual investment. It works for
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us. We need a defender, and I congratulate the minister
on his statement.
I am concerned about splitting up the Victorian
Multicultural Commission, and we will debate this
when the bills come to this place. I know it is a policy
initiative and I know each party wants to differentiate
itself from the other, but when I was minister the reason
we brought the multicultural commission and the
Office of Multicultural Affairs together was to have a
single, cohesive unit. Blind Freddy could tell you that if
you have two agencies, you dilute the agency as a
whole, along with adding to its cost structure.
The reason we have policy in Tourism Victoria, an
independent statutory body, is that we want to give it all
the drivers necessary to be competitive in tourism. That
is why we have such a strong tourism economy. We
have a bipartisan approach to tourism as well. It is great
to see that the member for Brighton is again the
minister for tourism because she understands issues
well. She has a record from the Kennett government.
The Labor government built on that, and there is no
doubt the new government will build on that as well.
We have a cohesive agency that will keep kicking goals
rather than diluting multiculturalism.
I have a worry about the responsibility for
multiculturalism being split up and about policy being
put back into the hands of predominantly junior staff
who do not have the authority to pursue a
whole-of-government approach to multiculturalism
under the government’s policy and thereby include
senior people in other departments. Low-level public
servants competing with low-level public servants in
other departments does not work. The establishment of
an independent body is what has grown
multiculturalism in this state.
I also want to mention the government’s policy on
languages other than English. It is a commendable
policy, and I look forward to seeing the implementation
of it. English-speaking countries should be ashamed of
their record on diversity in languages because it is poor.
Apart from Canada, the English-speaking world is poor
at teaching languages other than English in the school
system compared to what occurs in many parts of
Europe and Asia. I am on the RMIT University
languages advisory board, and it is impressive to note
that half the student cohort studying languages at RMIT
happen to be overseas students. Chinese students are
coming here to learn Japanese and Korean as well as to
improve their English. We need to focus on that area.
That policy is good, and we look forward to working
with the government on delivering some of the things I
am passionate about.
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It is a pleasure to be back in this house. I started in
opposition, and I am back in opposition now. I look
forward to working with all members and congratulate
everyone on their election.

the larger towns. It is important that small rural
communities such as Buxton, Strathewen, Steels Creek,
Tooborac and Toolangi are given the same respect and
consideration as the larger, more prominent areas.

Ms McLEISH (Seymour) — Congratulations,
Deputy Speaker, on your election to your office.

The electorate is framed in the north by the Goulburn
River, offering stunning views, farmland and good
fishing, and with that comes tourism. Many small
farming communities exist in the north-east and
north-west, where they breed some of the best beef in
the country and are the top in weaner sales. I am proud
to say this, as the McLeish family has been involved in
livestock production in and around Yea since 1842;
there are almost 170 years of direct lineage to me. The
south-eastern area of the electorate sees industry
dominated by viticulture in the internationally
recognised Yarra Valley — another area that relies
heavily on tourism and events. And, of course, near the
grapes we have the acclaimed Healesville Sanctuary.

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge those who have
suffered and are still suffering from the recent flood
events in both Victoria and Queensland. I also
acknowledge the emergency services personnel and the
vast number of volunteers who have worked tirelessly
to show their support by helping those who have
suffered. Secondly, I would like to acknowledge those
who were impacted on by the bushfires two years ago
last Monday. The devastating fires have affected my
electorate significantly in terms of the human and
structural costs, and it will still take some time to
effectively recover. It is a great honour and privilege to
address my fellow members of the house. I look
forward to working with them as my colleagues on both
sides of the house.
The electorate of Seymour was formed in 1992, with
the first member being the very capable and respected
Liberal minister, the late Marie Tehan. As a newly
elected member I follow in the footsteps of Ben
Hardman and recognise his efforts over the last
11 years. I particularly appreciate his commitment
during the challenging period following the 2009
bushfires.
The electorate covers an area of just over 6000 square
kilometres and takes in four municipalities, with
Mitchell and Murrindindi shires being the largest. The
electorate itself is characterised by diversity, both in
geography and demography, making it one of the most
beautiful and unique electorates. The key industries of
tourism and agriculture are grounded in this uniqueness
and driven by enterprising individuals operating a
variety of small businesses. Other than the defence
force at Puckapunyal, there are no key dominant
employers. Both tourism and agriculture within my
electorate make a substantial contribution to the state’s
economy. I believe it is important that these sectors be
secured and grown to continue to benefit both the
electorate and the state.
Seymour and Healesville are the largest towns, each
with populations upwards of 6000 people, with Wallan
rapidly growing. There are many smaller towns, such as
Kilmore, Yea, Alexandra and Yarra Glen, ranging in
population between 1000 and 5000. There are a number
of smaller rural communities which often feel
forgotten, but they have triumphs and tribulations like

There are vast areas of state forests encompassing
Kinglake and Toolangi and extending to the Yarra
Ranges and the Cathedral Ranges. It is two years since
the devastating bushfires swept through these forests
and their communities with catastrophic results. The
communities are on the road to recovery now but are
well short of having recovered. Having worked as a
psychologist I understand that the road to recovery is
very much individual and is not completed within a
definite period. I am delighted that the
Liberal-Nationals coalition government respects and
understands this, as is evidenced by the recent
announcements and plans for ongoing support for these
communities. They are not forgotten. I also know that
communications systems failed during that time; they
were inadequate and remain so, and they need to be
fixed now.
Adding to the diversity of the electorate are outer
suburban developments, which are virtually an
extension of Melbourne’s northern suburbs. Young
families looking for affordable homes within
commuting distances to the city are moving to Wallan
and Beveridge. This is the growth corridor. However,
as the population has grown in this area there has been
a lack of corresponding growth in supporting
infrastructure such as roads, footpaths, recreational
areas for young people and access to health services.
The services for these people have been neglected. It is
essential that with the predicted future growth comes
sensible, integrated longer term planning so that
investment in adequate and reliable services is not an
afterthought. Each town and area is unique, as are the
challenges they face. One size will not necessarily fit
all. It is important that I continue to be in touch with the
community to listen and understand their issues and
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challenges and to work with them to help make each
area a better place.
As I have emphasised, much of the electorate relies on
tourism and the many small businesses and community
organisations that support it or rely on it. In recent years
tourism has taken a major hit with the global financial
crisis, then fires and now floods. People have moved
away, populations have decreased and businesses have
not re-established, have closed or are closing. This has
been further exacerbated by the decline in tourist
numbers and the associated tourist dollars. The flow-on
effect of this drop in tourism should not be
underestimated. Not only have towns in the Yarra
Valley such as Yarra Glen and Marysville suffered but
also small towns beyond the Yarra Valley that relied on
the daytrippers have suffered.
Events that bring people to small towns should be
encouraged. For example, picnic race meetings or rural
expos will benefit the relevant club in the first instance,
but through the associated food, beverage, restaurant
and accommodation sales the economy of the town is
the overall winner. Too often events are looked at in
isolation rather than in the context of the overall benefit
to the community and surrounds. Initiatives need to be
considered as part of a whole. At times they can extend
to adjoining electorates, as a region does not stop at
electoral boundaries.
Despite the diversity and differences within the
electorate, there are many common factors. Key
elements that each town can claim, regardless of size,
are a strong sense of community, a sense of identity and
a sense of belonging. A sense of community does not
just happen; it takes people to make it happen — people
taking ownership and volunteering their time and
resources.
Communities rely heavily on volunteers. The
Australian Bureau of Statistics reports that 34 per cent
of Australians volunteer. Outside capital cities this
figure increases to 38 per cent, as would be typical of
the communities in my electorate. I sense, however,
that the current levels of volunteerism are even greater
due to the personal hardships suffered by many during
the fires and the more recent floods.
The spirit of a community relies on and is shaped by its
volunteers — those who coach or administer at the
local sporting club, mums who sew costumes for the
school play and those who work as part of a community
group such as Rotary, Lions or the Country Fire
Authority (CFA) to provide better services, facilities
and opportunities within their community. I see these
people every day in the electorate. Each town has
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committed individuals wanting to do better for the
town’s facilities, all working towards developing that
sense of community and bringing about cohesiveness.
Emergency services volunteers are among the most
valuable assets a community can have. State
Emergency Service and CFA volunteers give up their
time and risk their own safety to protect others. CFA
volunteers are vital to Victoria’s firefighting efforts and
to protecting bushfire-prone communities.
Having grown up in Yea I saw my father and his
brothers go away to fight fires; they could be gone for
days, at times even weeks. During that time they gave
their hearts and souls voluntarily to help others. I recall
an uncle fighting a fire elsewhere only to later hear of
the loss of his own historic homestead. Stories such as
this are not uncommon. These people are volunteers;
they are not paid. They leave their businesses and their
jobs to serve the community they so fiercely believe in.
Country fire stations are manned by volunteers — a fact
that is often overlooked. I am immensely proud to be
part of the Liberal-Nationals coalition government’s
commitment to reinstate the CFA volunteer charter.
I have been overwhelmed by the level of support that
bushfire communities have provided to each other and
within their own communities, and now I am further
inspired by watching these people work to extend their
levels of support and empathy to others who have
suffered in the floods as they look to share their insights
to help those currently suffering. The recent initiatives
as part of the Kinglake Gives Back Appeal raised tens
of thousands of dollars for flood victims. I believe
initiatives arising from within communities should be
praised and encouraged, not stifled.
I was fortunate to grow up in a stable, loving home, a
home where I had the freedom to choose my own goals
and direction and a home where I was encouraged to do
my best and make the most of what Australia has to
offer. My father, Campbell, is a returned serviceman
who was proud to fight for his country and for the
freedom of Australia that I have so enjoyed. It is easy to
take this freedom and the democracy we have for
granted, but my father’s war service reminds me that it
had to be fought for. I was proud to swear on the actual
bible my father carried with him during the war at my
swearing in to Parliament in December last year.
Having grown up in a family where both parents were
self-employed — my father had the farm and mum
owned one of the local pubs, but being a good
businesswoman she always made dad pay for his
beer — hard work, enterprise, commitment and
integrity were second nature in our house. At 86 my
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father still works hard farming some 300 head of cattle.
This is a background I am proud of. My parents worked
hard to provide opportunities for my brother, Rod, and
me. I bring these values to my own family, to my
electorate and to Parliament.
I am fortunate in that I am well travelled. I understand
that Australia is indeed the lucky country and that
Victoria is a fabulous place to live. I am also fortunate
that through my professional career I have been able to
work across many sectors and industries and with many
organisations spanning the private, public and
not-for-profit sectors.
With my consulting work at Right Management I
specialised in working with businesses to develop their
organisational capacity, and through customised
solutions I helped them meet their needs. I worked with
organisations struggling with leadership, engagement or
change management initiatives. This skill and
understanding will be of great benefit to me as I tackle
local and state issues, and these skills will also add
benefit to this Parliament.
A successful parliamentary campaign relies on the
support and dedication of many others who so willingly
give their time and resources to further the Liberal
cause. I was fortunate to have a strong, cohesive team
that rallied behind me so diligently to help me run a
successful and concise local campaign. Our clear goal
allowed us to overcome barriers and distractions. To the
Seymour electorate conference and the many local
Liberal Party branches, I thank you for your support,
belief and commitment to me and to liberalism.
There are many MPs who helped me in so many ways,
and to them I say thank you. I also specifically thank
Mike Dalmau, who as campaign manager provided a
massive time commitment, as did Peter McWilliam,
whose wisdom and counsel I truly value.
I thank my father and brother and so many wonderful
family members and personal friends for their support. I
was inspired by my cousin Debra, who refused to be
ridden roughshod over, stood up for what she believed
in and was arrested on her own property.
Finally, I would like to thank my partner, Jeff, and our
daughter, Hannah, for their unwavering support during
times of both certainty and uncertainty. They have been
a huge source of happiness, much spirited debate and
love.
I am here because of my commitment to and passion
for my electorate and Victoria. I see an electorate that
has good access to services: health, roads and
infrastructure. I see communities that have
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opportunities ahead of them, and I see children with
improved educational opportunities and outcomes.
Outcomes for rural students could be better, as typically
they do not perform as well as their city counterparts
despite some excellent results scattered through the
electorate.
I see a state that leads other states, whether it is in
innovation, service delivery, education, project
management or planning — a state with a big-picture
plan and one with integrated and aligned services. I see
a state that others look to and aspire to be like. I see a
state and a government that is a role model to others.
I aim to listen to communities and serve as a role model
to children, especially girls growing up in rural areas. I
look forward to supporting the Premier, the Deputy
Premier and their team as they deliver on our
commitments and bring about positive change in the
state. I congratulate them on their victory.
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) — I acknowledge
you, Deputy Speaker, and the Speaker as well as the
decision of Victorians to select a new government. It is
with acknowledgement of that fact that I move forward.
I make the following request of every Collingwood
supporter who is also a Labor supporter: there is a very
salient lesson that we must learn from and ensure that it
never occurs again. Never again must a Collingwood
supporter who is a Labor supporter wish for a
Collingwood flag, because the last two times they have
won a premiership, Victorian Labor has lost the
subsequent state election and indeed lost government.
This is too high a price for a Collywobble victory. A far
safer option would be a Demon premiership. Demon
memberships are available online, so do the right thing
by the Labor Party: Labor members, abandon
Collingwood and join the Demons.
On an equally significant note, I acknowledge and
thank the Pascoe Vale constituents for their decision to
vote for me as their representative in this house. I intend
to act as their advocate to present their needs to
ministers and departmental staff and to small and large
businesses, non-government organisations and
individuals within the community. I am one member in
this house who will work for all my constituents —
those who voted for me and those who did not. This is a
fact acknowledged in my electorate. Perhaps this fact is
acknowledged because people in Pascoe Vale know I
will work with immense vigour and reason to deliver
for them. We have a problem-solving mentality in my
electorate; this is a talent and a success story of the
partnerships with a vast array of organisations and
individuals in the Pascoe Vale electorate who have
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combined with me and my electorate office team to get
results.

that the government was going to deliver on its election
promises, and it was going to do that first.

Our results in the community and our combined efforts
have seen the Pascoe Vale seat move from the 18th
safest seat when I was preselected in 1995 to the 14th
safest in my first election, in 1996, the 11th safest in
1999, back to 14th in 2002, 11th in 2006 and 6th in
2010. I remember being at the campaign launch by the
then Deputy Premier, Minister Hulls, who outlined the
importance of a strong campaign and how we needed to
be extremely vigilant. I think a number of people were
unaware of the seriousness of the message he delivered
on that particular evening.

The fact is that every child in this state requires a fair
and just approach to education, and it is not good
enough for the government to say it is going to deliver
on its election promises when those promises were only
delivered in seats it now holds. The government did not
come into the Pascoe Vale electorate and make
education commitments, it did not go to Melton to
make education commitments, it did not go to
Bundoora to make education commitments and it did
not go to Yuroke or Broadmeadows to make education
commitments.

I undertook at that campaign launch — and this is an
undertaking I have made at every election — to aim to
ensure that, when there is a percentage increase in the
ALP vote, the Pascoe Vale electorate has a greater
percentage increase, and when there is a swing against
us, it is lower than in other electorates. That has enabled
us to move from the 18th safest seat to the 6th safest in
2010.

Are we to assume, as the minister said in his
adjournment reply to me, that the government will
deliver on its commitments? That means that every
Labor seat is to get zero. That is not good enough. A
government is supposed to deliver for all. I am going to
deliver for everybody in my electorate. I am not going
to say, ‘If you voted Labor I will look after you. If you
voted Liberal, no. If you voted Green, I will think about
it, but probably not’. That is not the right approach.
When you are sworn in as a minister you swear that
you will not act in a partisan way. You will act without
fear or favour, and that should mean that every child in
this state has a fair chance of getting a good education.
Labor’s schools plan outlined throughout the state what
was going to be delivered for every child. The
government is not going to be delivering for all.

I intend to hold the government to its election pledges
about what it perceived as problems. Its quote, over and
over again, was that it was going to ‘fix the problems’.
That most problems cannot be fixed without a major
injection of taxpayer funds was a fact conveniently
ignored by members of the coalition during the
campaign. We have seen the evidence of their
inadequacies in understanding finances in this house
today and yesterday and of course in the last few weeks
in the media.
Government members claimed they were going to hit
the ground running. When you look at the debacle of
what has happened with concessions, you see that they
were running, but they were running on the spot. They
told us the government was going to work through the
January period, but the evidence is that although its
members may have worked through, basically they
marked time. They did not do the necessary work to
ensure, for example, that concessions were delivered as
promised by the Premier.
Government members also said they were going to
allocate priorities in government that answered their
election claims. When you look at what has been
delivered in the last days, you see that it is precious
little. Yes, we have cattle grazing in the high country,
but pensioners are not getting their concessions. The
government claimed it was going to be a government
for all, but when I raised a matter in the adjournment
debate for the Minister for Education, I was informed

Government members also said they were not going to
do spin; they were not going to be involved in
positioning based upon spin. If you look at what has
occurred since the election, it is clear that it is spin. The
government was going to remove gags and give people
who supposedly could not speak an opportunity to
speak. However, an article in a daily newspaper of
4 February reported that doctors wanted a gag
abolished, but the coalition government has refused to
do it. We also heard claims that this would be a fresh
approach and a new culture. Guess what? That is wrong
too. We are not allowed to use the word ‘lie’ in this
place, so I will say that the government is misleading
the Victorian public. While there might be new faces
sitting in the ministerial chairs, there is not a new
culture, because the old kitchen cabinet of Kennett,
Stockdale and Maclellan is the power behind the throne
of the current Premier.
Last night I witnessed — and if it were not so serious I
would think it was laughable — in the Premier’s
corridor the Deputy Premier unable to enter the
Premier’s office. He had to make a request to get in
through the glass doors!
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Mr Nardella interjected.
Ms CAMPBELL — That is the absolute truth. He
had to make a request and wait to be allowed in.
Theoretically we have a coalition in this state, yet the
Deputy Premier had to seek permission to enter the
Premier’s office.
Again in relation to spin, another example came
through yesterday when the new Minister for Housing
was claiming the glory for a 5.3 per cent improvement
in the public housing waiting list. The fact is that it was
the great work of the previous Minister for Housing that
enabled the waiting list to drop by 5.3 per cent.
It is important to remember that there is not a huge
improvement in government in this state simply
because we have new faces in ministers’ chairs. During
question time today even the opposition was
embarrassed about the handling of government
business by the Minister for Tourism and Major Events.
We were able to highlight the inadequacies of the
minister in doing her job. She is another example of
where open and accountable government does not
apply. When the tourism minister was asked how much
taxpayer money was being used to prop up the grand
prix, she would not reveal it. She did not intend to be
open and honest.
Moving forward, I want to highlight that in this
Parliament I intend to continue to work with my
community to deliver for the Pascoe Vale electorate,
because you cannot do this job without the strong
involvement of your local community. I intend to work
on the following projects. A high school, commencing
at year 7, is to be established in Coburg, and at the last
election I undertook to deliver on that. I was astounded
that in the local paper the High School for Coburg
group claimed it would be good enough to wait until
the next term of Parliament. As far as I am concerned I
will be working to have that delivered in this term. I
hope that group gets on board and understands how
important it is for our young people in Coburg to have
it delivered in this term.
I will be working with the school councils of Westbreen
and Glenroy West to have their schools rebuilt. I
commend Pauline Olsen and Dean Miskossim for their
work to date in assisting in progressing that issue. I will
be working with Moreland council and Equiset to
deliver the Coburg 2020 initiative, with improvements
in the business hub of Coburg and many new housing
units to be established. I intend to work to improve and
rebuild the Merri Community Health Services, which
must be rebuilt as part of the Coburg 2020 initiative.
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I intend to work with Moreland council and Bicycle
Victoria on the completion of the Upfield shared
pathway. I thank the Minister for Public Transport for
listening to me today on that very issue. Great work has
been done on the Upfield shared pathway with
Melbourne Water, Fawkner cemetery, the Department
of Sustainability and Environment and VicTrack to
ensure that the route is now clear and that all planning
requirements have been completed. I also intend to
work to get funding for the Merlynston railway station
car park, the Pascoe Vale Sports Club and Sussex
neighbourhood house.
I wish the new ministers great wisdom and prudence in
their deliberations. I have a special good luck wish for
the Minister for Water. My one regret of the last term of
Parliament, and indeed over the last 15 years, is that I
have found Melbourne Water to be the worst example
of any organisation in terms of keeping its word to my
residents. In contrast, Yarra Valley Water has been
sensational in delivering on the northern sewerage
project. Good luck to Minister Walsh in sifting through
his briefs. I respectfully suggest that he always
crosscheck Melbourne Water advice with that of
residents and communities. It is really important that
Melbourne Water be held accountable. I thank the
northern sewerage project contractors, who have done
the right thing by the community, but there are not
enough of them.
Finally, I say thank you to my husband. Hearing all the
inaugural speeches reminds me that after 15 years my
children have had me in Parliament longer than they
have had me out of Parliament. My, one might say,
long-suffering husband has put up with many nights
and weekends with me away.
Ms WREFORD (Mordialloc) — Deputy Speaker,
congratulations on your appointment and thank you for
the opportunity to speak in the debate on the
address-in-reply to the Governor’s speech. It is a great
honour and privilege to be in this place representing the
people of the Mordialloc electoral district. It is truly
humbling, and I thank them for their support. I look
forward to repaying their faith in me and in this strong
coalition team as we implement our policies to achieve
our five goals, as the Governor stated, to create a
stronger, fairer and safer Victoria — an outcome that
the people of the Mordialloc electorate support.
Getting on with the job since the election has been
invigorating. Work has well and truly commenced to
implement our policies and commitments, with several
already fulfilled. At a local level processes have
commenced on all the promises we made to the
Mordialloc electorate so that everything will be
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delivered in a timely manner. The change the electorate
sought is under way. The Mordialloc Creek, which has
been so badly neglected for many years, will be
dredged and revitalised. I look forward to playing my
part in progressing that change as part of this coalition
team.

The seat of Mordialloc was formed in 1992, and I am
honoured to be the third member elected to the seat.
The first was Geoff Leigh, who held the seat for
10 years, and the second was Janice Munt, who held the
seat for 8 years. I would like to pay tribute to both the
previous members for their valuable contributions.

Hopefully my previous experiences will benefit the
Mordialloc electorate, Victoria, the Parliament and the
coalition. I am a mother of four sons, and I have been
married and divorced. I have been a city councillor for
eight years and mayor of Victoria’s largest
municipality. I have worked in health and finance,
served on my preschool committee and done many
other things, but more about that later.

The electorate is growing, with many aspirational
people moving to it. Some are young renters biding
time until they can afford to buy, while others are
families of all types who are providing their children
with the best opportunities they can while managing
family life under the increasing pressure of modern
society. Long-accepted practices and traditions are
constantly being questioned as our everyday lives
become more complex. Many older residents have
worked hard all their lives and now deserve to reap the
rewards of their hard work.

At this moment it is appropriate to reflect on the
situation facing many Victorians. Our thoughts are with
the people affected by the recent floods and heavy
rains. It is not an easy time for many people, but they
are demonstrating great spirit. Once again our
emergency services teams and support agencies, many
of which are volunteer based, are doing an outstanding
job. Only two years ago last Monday we experienced
the Black Saturday bushfires. Victoria certainly dishes
up some extremes, but we cope with our healthy
attitude and passionate community spirit.
I am passionate about communities, health, education,
planning, local government, responsible sustainability,
arts and sports. I am interested in many other areas too.
I like to be proactive, believe prevention is better than
cure and think parliamentarians should play a
leadership role in their communities. I represent a great
community. The Mordialloc electorate is a wonderful
place. Many of you probably recognise some of its
features: Mordialloc Creek, the beach, the famous
sand-belt golf courses, the green wedge, Moorabbin
Airport, Southland shopping centre and others.
But it is the communities that make the electorate what
it is. It is composed of some very distinct communities.
To the east of the electorate are Springvale South,
Dingley Village, Braeside and Waterways. Springvale
South features iconic temples and is very culturally
diverse. Dingley Village has a strong community
connectedness about it, while Waterways is much
newer and has a modern feel to it. Braeside has a large
business base. To the west are the bayside suburbs of
Mordialloc, Parkdale, Mentone, Cheltenham and
Highett. These well-established suburbs are enjoying a
renewal as younger families move in because they are
well serviced by schools, both public and private, as
well as being in close proximity to the beach and all it
has to offer.

The role of government is to do for the community
what they cannot do for themselves in their separate
and individual capacities. Governments should not
interfere where people can do things for themselves. As
part of the privilege of enjoying our individual rights,
we have an obligation to protect and enhance our
community. That includes helping the disadvantaged,
caring for the sick, speaking for the voiceless and
protecting the weak.
I joined the Liberal Party because its core philosophy is
to be aspirational and to allow people to become the
best that they can be through their own endeavours
rather than having the government telling them how to
do everything. The best path to our collective prosperity
involves giving individuals, families and businesses the
freedom, opportunity and encouragement to build and
secure their own futures. That is why I am here, to
where practical and necessary help provide the best
possible environment that allows people to pursue their
personal or shared goals and to be rewarded for their
efforts. That is why I am a Liberal.
Today I am standing in this place as a result of the
collective efforts of many people: the community, my
supporters, friends, family, mentors, the Liberal
organisation and members of the Liberal Party, both
locally and from far afield. I was touched that so many
people rallied to the cause — many of them having
their first experience of standing at a polling booth —
who freely dedicated their time to make possible the
winning of the seat of Mordialloc.
There are a few key people I would particularly like to
acknowledge: my campaign manager and his wife,
Geoff and Angie Gledhill, for the hours of tireless work
that they put in to the campaign; a member in the other
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place, Inga Peulich, whose experience at running tough
campaigns was invaluable to the ultimate outcome; Tim
Warner, my electorate chair; and Tony Nutt and
Damien Mantach, who ran a superb central campaign.
Time does not allow me to name everyone who helped
individually here; however, to all those who
letterboxed, stuffed envelopes and contributed to other
parts of the campaign I offer my heartfelt thanks and
appreciation. Ultimately, however, it was the people of
the Mordialloc electorate who wanted change and put
their faith in me and in this new government.
Being part of this dynamic new government team is
exciting. Ted Baillieu is an outstanding and genuine
leader. There are so many talented members and new
ministers ready to make Victoria the better place the
voters of Mordialloc wanted — ready to build the
future and fix the problems with real solutions, not just
media releases. We are making progress already, and I
am ready to do my part.
Different journeys bring people to Parliament. My
family’s journey shows the difference that opportunity,
perseverance and hard work can make. My father was a
Dutch Jew who lost his entire family in World War II.
He escaped the Holocaust as he was serving as an
18-year-old in the royal Dutch navy. He met my mother
in Liverpool, where he was stationed at the time. My
parents emigrated to Australia in 1956 with two young
sons. They later went on to have two more children, of
which I am one. They, like many immigrants, saw
Australia as the land of opportunity. They came to this
land of opportunity with very little and, like so many
other immigrants, worked hard and went on to build a
life for themselves and their children.
Not only did they become small business owners, they
were also active churchgoers. Later in life my mother
did a huge amount of voluntary community work,
including being involved with the local information
advice bureau and the board of a women’s refuge, and
she was fundamental to starting up the hepatitis C
support group in Melbourne. My mother was a great
role model. My parents took nothing for granted and
worked hard. When I was six years old our family
moved to Beaumaris, which is where I grew up.
To Parliament I offer a rich and varied background.
First and foremost, I am the mother of Adrian, Brendan,
Trent and Declan. I have an extensive work history
within the health sector, predominately working with
ophthalmologists over almost 20 years, as well as
owning and operating a small finance business.
In 2003 I was fortunate enough to be elected to my
local council, which started me on my political journey.
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Spending seven years as a councillor and a year as
mayor cemented my love of working with the
community. During my time on council amongst other
things I was able to deliver new clubrooms for sporting
facilities and have a Liberty disability swing installed. I
fought to protect valuable food bowl areas from
excessive development, and I fought passionately
against unfair rate rises. Additionally I helped drive the
development of regional aquatic and sporting facilities
and many facilities for the arts. Some of my favourite
committee work included chairing the municipal health
plan, the access and inclusion committee, the biosphere
board and the affordable housing task force. It is my
privilege to be able to work for the community in an
even greater capacity now.
My motivation for entering public life is clear. I want to
make Victoria a fairer, stronger, more prosperous and
more secure state. I want to be a voice for rational,
common-sense policy making, and fundamentally I
want to be a voice for continued reform. Some of the
things I am passionate about are having vibrant, happy
communities, having a public health system that works
well but also having an emphasis on preventive health
measures, and keeping the ageing population active.
It is unbelievably important to provide for and protect
the vulnerable within our society. The foundation of a
strong community is having sound educational
opportunities, and it is one that I will build on in the
electorate of Mordialloc, including completing school
rebuilds that were only half or partially completed by
the previous government. Transport systems need to
work to allow people and businesses to move around
effectively, particularly as the population grows. The
Kingston leg of the Dingley bypass is a critical
component for the Mordialloc electorate. This leg will
complete the Dingley bypass, relieving much pressure
on local roads.
I am keen to see a balanced approach to planning and
preserving our environment. It could be called
‘responsible sustainability’. Environmental issues are
rarely black or white or simply green.
An important part of the rich tapestry of a vibrant
community is its art and culture. It is something that
people of all ages can participate in. I certainly do.
Sporting clubs need supporting — not just the big clubs
like my beloved Melbourne Football Club, but many
local clubs too. They provide people with a healthy,
active and supportive environment — not just for those
who play sport but those who venture out of their
homes to be spectators or to support a friend or family
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member. Good sporting clubs are an important part of
community connectedness.
The Mordialloc electorate is full of grassroots
organisations like service clubs, religious organisations
and other community groups that are inspired and
created not by governments but by the people
themselves. They are an integral part of a socially
cohesive and vibrant electorate.
I believe it is important to be proactive as a member of
Parliament. Though not always possible, preventing a
problem from occurring is better than trying to fix it
when it is too late. Playing a genuine leadership role in
the community is something I enjoy doing. There is a
place for us to have a vision for our communities and to
see if we can make something good even better. It is
important for me to be Mordialloc electorate’s voice in
decision making and to be expressing the views of my
constituents. Putting my years of experience as a parent
and businessperson and in local government and the
community sector to the best possible use for the
community is my aim.
I want to not only be a great representative for
individual families, businesses and community
organisations in my electorate but also make a
contribution to keep our society open and free,
minimise the interference of government in our daily
lives and provide real choice and opportunity for all
Victorians. It should never be forgotten that politics is
about people and that people can and will make a
difference.
Victoria’s future is very exciting. I feel passionately
about my electorate and its rightful place within the
broader state. I am also very humble about my
obligations as a representative of the people in this
house. Now let us get on with the job.
Sitting suspended 6.35 p.m. until 8.02 p.m.
Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — It gives me
pleasure to rise again, in 2011, on behalf of the
electorate I represent proudly, the electorate of
Derrimut. I begin by congratulating the government. I
remember that some time in October 2010 we shook
hands with many of our colleagues in the Parliament
and wished each other good luck. An old-timer on this
side — or then on the other side — of the house said to
me, ‘Wish them good luck, but not too much’. It
appears that it was too much. Nevertheless, I wish to
sincerely place on record my congratulations to the new
government. I will qualify my remarks by wishing its
members good luck, but not too much.
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In addition I wish to congratulate those in opposition —
the shadow ministry and my colleagues on the Labor
side — and indeed wish us good luck. In their absence I
congratulate the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker on
their elevation to significant positions, where they will
represent all of us in a wonderful tradition — the
Westminster tradition. I am sure they will do a good job
for all of us and for all Victorians.
In addition I wish to particularly commend, with the
utmost respect, the new members on both sides. I
understand one more contribution is yet to be made, but
I wish to say sincerely — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Beattie) — Order!
We will have a little less chat in the chamber.
Mr LANGUILLER — I appreciate your protecting
me, Acting Speaker. I wish to congratulate all new
members on both sides of the house. May I say that the
talk of the Parliament has been, ‘What a marvellous
new bunch of members of Parliament we have on both
sides’.
The amount of passion and conviction and the personal
stories we have heard from them in this place, day in
and day out, show what an extraordinary group of new
members the great state of Victoria has. As someone
who came to this country in difficult circumstances, as
a refugee who had lost democracy back home in
Uruguay, it would be remiss of me not to place on
record how wonderful it was to have the elections that
we have had in Victoria. I cannot say that the best team
won, but a new team won, and a wonderful transition
took place in very peaceful and democratic
circumstances.
I will badly paraphrase Winston Churchill when he was
reflecting on the United Nations. He said that
democracy may well be the worst system there is, but it
is better than any other. I am proud to reflect on our
democracy because I think it is the best there is in the
world.
I am honoured to have been re-elected by the electorate
of Derrimut — one of the most multicultural electorates
in Victoria, with 120 nationalities represented and about
the same number of languages spoken. As members
would know, my background is Spanish speaking, with
a bit of Italian and French, and from time to time when
speaking I will throw in one or two words from other
languages. But what a wonderful electorate it is, and I
am honoured and humbled to have been returned to this
wonderful Parliament of ours for the fourth time.
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Importantly and pertinently I wish to reflect on the
series of recent and devastating weather events and
natural disasters that, unfortunately, have impacted so
heavily upon so many Australians, particularly in
Queensland and Western Australia, with multiple
events occurring in Victoria. Our best wishes and
condolences go out to those who have been injured and
the families who have lost loved ones as well as to
those who have lost property, income and businesses,
particularly to the emergency services personnel in
Victoria and in other states. We thank the volunteers,
whether it be the State Emergency Service, the Country
Fire Authority, the Red Cross, the Salvation Army,
Rotary or Lions clubs and other community and service
groups or the Victorian Farmers Federation, the
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and other industry groups or local
government — the list goes on and on. It makes us feel
so proud, and many members of Parliament have
personally contributed to the recovery process.
Listening to the Governor’s speech leads one to reflect
on the many good things the previous government did
on behalf of all Victorians, and today I wish to speak
particularly in relation to my electorate of Derrimut. I
recollect that in 1999 when I was first elected to
Parliament and became a member of the then Bracks
government, the then Minister for Health, John
Thwaites, predicted that there would be a hospital built
in Sunshine, which is in my electorate. In fact, if I may
refresh the minds of members, it was former federal
minister Jim Cairns, during the time of the Whitlam
government, who laid the first stone in Sunshine and
said, ‘There should be a hospital in the western
suburbs’. He said at the time that there should be a
generalist hospital with an emergency department that
would treat all the workers — men and women — who
would help to grow the economy of Victoria so
significantly. It was so that they could be looked after.
There have been many governments at the state level
between the time of the Whitlam government and
now — both Liberal and Labor — but it was the Bracks
and Brumby governments that delivered the hospital
that Jim Cairns dreamt about. That came about because
of the Bracks and Brumby governments. Of course we
then built the hospital. We built a generalist hospital
because all we had until 1999 in the west and in
Sunshine were psychiatrists and psychologists. We had
a building, but we did not have a generalist hospital;
now we do. We did not have an emergency department;
now we do. We did not have a teaching hospital for
nurses and doctors; now we do. I place proudly on the
record that this is a great achievement for the former
Labor government to have delivered to the western
suburbs, Sunshine and Western Health broadly.

Wednesday, 9 February 2011

We were proud to provide one of the important items
that matters to working men and women. I remember
when the now Leader of the Opposition — then the
Minister for Health — gave Western Health and
Sunshine Hospital their first magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) machine. My understanding is that it
was the best MRI machine in the state, and it was
delivered to the western suburbs because the data, the
empirical studies, said we needed MRI in the west and
we needed it in Sunshine. What a great achievement
that was.
Our government wanted every Victorian to have access
to high-quality health care when and where they needed
it. That is why we brought about a record number of
nurses in Victoria. The number of nurses at Western
Health increased by 590 from 834 in 1989 to 1424 in
2008, and the Western Health budget increased from
$152.39 million in 1999–2000 to $347.92 million in
2008–09. What a great achievement for the west and
for a Labor government that delivered and built
hospitals, schools, roads and infrastructure where they
were needed, irrespective of whether they were in
Labor or Liberal electorates. The government at the
time was committed to growing the whole economy for
all of Victoria and for every Victorian irrespective of
where they lived. I am proud of that track record.
In addition I wish to commend the new government and
in doing so refer to part of the address made by the
Governor on behalf of the Premier where he said:
The government will lead and drive the implementation of a
new national disability insurance scheme to ensure that
people with a disability and their families and carers have the
lifetime support they need.

I refer to this matter because members may be aware
that in my capacity as a parliamentary secretary in a
previous government I had the privilege under the
stewardship of Minister Garbutt of chairing the
committee that reviewed the two acts dealing with
disabilities at the time and that subsequently brought
about the Disability Act 2006.
To cut an extremely long story short, when the Bracks
government came into office in 1999 the disability
budget was of the order of $570 million; when we left
office in 2010 it was of the order of $1.3 billion. It
remains my carefully considered view that,
notwithstanding the extraordinary increase in funding
for disabilities and the way we have done business,
good as it is — and I think we have the best act in the
land — that is not good enough. That is why I have
commended the government. The then shadow minister
and I had a range of discussions and debates before the
election, and there is one issue we concur on: the need
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to strive and fight for the immediate — or as soon as
possible — establishment of a national disability
insurance scheme that will look after every person who
has a disability, whether it be intellectual, physical or
sensory.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Beattie) — Order!
Before calling the member for Forest Hill, I remind
members that it is the custom and practice of this house
to hear the inaugural speeches of new members in
silence.

Let me say that one of the good things the former
government did in 2006 was to introduce to this land
for the first time a disability act that was based on
rights. We said then that we recognised that people with
disabilities are citizens and that as citizens they are
entitled to everything that citizens are entitled to.
Therefore in the Disability Act 2006 we introduced
conceptually whole-of-government and
whole-of-community provisions and established the
position of disability services commissioner. We talked
about choice, flexibility, inclusion and integration.

Mr ANGUS (Forest Hill) — Acting Speaker, I
would like to begin by congratulating you on your
appointment, and I also congratulate the Speaker on his
appointment in this place.

Importantly the challenge for the government will be to
do what it said in its first speech to the house and to
argue very strongly and passionately the case for the
establishment of a national disability insurance scheme.
I will be one — and I am sure I will not be the only
one — who will say well done if the government
achieves that.

I am honoured and privileged to stand here today to
represent the people of Forest Hill. First and foremost, I
thank them for the trust they have placed in me and
assure them of my commitment to represent them
diligently and to the best of my ability. I look forward
to serving the people of Forest Hill and the people of
Victoria in the years to come.

Amongst other achievements of the Labor government
that need to be referred to is the Multicultural Victoria
Act 2004 that enshrines people’s rights in relation to
languages, ethnic backgrounds and religions and refers
to a diverse community. Let me qualify this. I concur
with all that, as I am sure does every member of this
house, but we need to say — and I commend the
Minister for Multicultural Affairs who recently made a
statement about the commitment of the government to
multiculturalism — that we must have diversity in unity
but always the one law that applies to everybody
irrespective of ethnic or religious background. I
commend the previous government because the
Multicultural Victoria Act 2004 is the best multicultural
affairs legislation in the land. I am so proud when
travelling around Australia to hear people say, ‘You did
well’; they look up to us.

The area of Forest Hill was settled in the 1850s and was
named in recognition of the abundance of timber
located there. The population at that time was less than
1000 residents. Today just over 50 000 people reside in
the district of Forest Hill. The electoral district of Forest
Hill was first contested in 1976 and was held for
26 years by the Liberal member Mr John Richardson.
Today the district encompasses the suburbs of
Blackburn South, Burwood East and Vermont South
and parts of the suburbs of Forest Hill, Vermont and
Glen Waverley. It is home to a very culturally diverse
range of people, with almost 38 per cent of the residents
in Forest Hill having been born outside Australia. This
cultural diversity adds greatly to the community within
the area.

The final but not least important achievement was the
introduction of the Racial and Religious Tolerance Act
2001. How important it is in our state to promote racial
and religious tolerance by prohibiting certain conduct
involving the vilification of persons on the grounds of
race or religious belief or activity.
I am proud of the achievements of the Labor
government, I am proud of the Racial and Religious
Tolerance Act 2001, the Disability Act 2006 and all the
things the Labor government did for the western
suburbs.

I note in passing that the first inaugural speech this year
was from Bull and the last is from Angus, which is an
interesting rural emphasis. I also have the dubious
honour of being the oldest member of the class of 2010
and consequently the last member to give an inaugural
speech.

I would like to acknowledge the previous member for
Forest Hill, Ms Kirstie Marshall. On behalf of all
residents of Forest Hill I wish her and her family well
for the future and thank her for her service.
I well remember the first time I visited this Parliament.
As I waited in the foyer I was impressed to see the
grand architecture and structure of the building. As I
was viewing the magnificent mosaic tiling on the floor I
was even more impressed to see the words encircling
the royal crest, which state: ‘Where no counsel is, the
people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there is
safety’. This statement comes from the Bible,
Proverbs 11:14. As a Christian I was greatly impressed
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that our forefathers had thought fit to place such a quote
in the vestibule as an enduring reminder to all of the
importance of this principle in all aspects of society,
especially in the Parliament.
The modern-day version of this scripture refers to wise
leaders. Contemporary leadership expert Dr John
Maxwell states in relation to leadership:
…the bottom line in leadership isn’t how far we advance
ourselves but how far we advance others. That is achieved by
serving others and adding value to their lives.

As one of the new counsellors in this place I look
forward to faithfully discharging my duties and
responsibilities for the benefit and advancement of the
residents of Forest Hill and indeed all Victorians.
Coming from a background of small business and
having been a chartered accountant in public practice
for over 25 years, I have had the opportunity to work
with many individuals and businesses. Over those years
I have seen what it takes to survive in small business —
the vision, the commitment, the passion, the courage
and the ability to keep going despite adverse
circumstances which inevitably come at some stage. It
is this attitude that I want to be part of encouraging so
that we can see business thrive and prosper in Victoria.
Businesses, both small and large, provide employment
opportunities for countless Victorians and must be
encouraged to take risks and grow without excessive
government interference or taxation.
With 18 years of my working life as a partner in our
business I also know and appreciate what is required to
run a small business. As a member of the new
government in Victoria I want to be part of the solution
for businesses in Victoria, not part of the problem. I
want to be part of a team that will manage the finances
of the state responsibly. Good economic management is
one of the fundamental responsibilities of a
government, and it is a value that we in the coalition
take very seriously.
Additionally, I want to be part of the solution for the
community in relation to the raft of serious social and
moral challenges that we are facing. For example, the
incidence of so-called ‘white-collar crime’, an area I
have been very familiar with through some of my work
over many years, continues unabated. Another example
is the widespread lack of respect for those in authority,
such as parents, schoolteachers and police officers, as
well as for our fellow citizens. This is most readily
evidenced by the escalating levels of lawlessness and
brutally violent crime in the community, particularly
alcohol and drug-fuelled violence. The people of Forest
Hill have told me countless times of their concerns
regarding this issue, and it is incumbent on us as the
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new government to make the changes necessary to
ensure that both the symptoms and the causes of this
issue are addressed. I know we will do this.
The lack of respect that some individuals have for
themselves is also of great concern. This lack of
self-respect can be seen in the high levels of binge
drinking, substance abuse and other risk-taking
behaviours, particularly amongst the younger members
of our society. I am pleased to be part of a government
that will do all it can to address these issues.
I have been very blessed to have been born into a
wonderful family with a longstanding Christian
heritage and a strong belief in community service. This
is best exemplified to me when I consider the recent
generations of my family. My maternal grandparents,
Keith and Mary Robinson, were community leaders,
with Keith serving for 12 years as a councillor for, and
later the inaugural mayor of, the then new City of
Broadmeadows in the 1950s. Keith also served as a
commissioner for the then Melbourne and Metropolitan
Board of Works for over 10 years. During their lives
Keith and Mary were involved in a wide range of
community activities, ranging from school councils to
the Country Fire Authority, Rotary, sporting clubs and
their local church. They were also longstanding and
very active members of the Liberal Party. Keith’s
father, Isaac Robinson, my great-grandfather, was shire
president of Melton for many years, and two of Keith’s
brothers also served in local government.
My paternal grandparents, Arthur and Edith Angus,
were also active community members. Whether it was
through sporting clubs, their local church or other
organisations, they were always involved in leadership
and service. Arthur served for 26 years on the council
of the school where both he and his two sons
attended — not at the same time I hasten to add!
My own parents, Neil and Ena Angus, who are here
today, continued this fine tradition. They have spent
their entire lives serving in the community in a wide
range of roles and still do to this day. Their service has
ranged from school council service, various community
groups, mothers’ clubs, school canteens, local church
leadership or the local branch of the Liberal Party, and
the list goes on. Interestingly my father Neil also spent
a total of 26 years in his school council roles. Like their
parents before them, they have set a fine example for
my sisters, Wendy and Heather, and me. The values
they instilled in us have stood us in good stead as we
have journeyed through life.
These real-life living examples have influenced the
course I have chosen in my own life, whether that be
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serving on the school council of my own children’s
school or being on the board of a range of not-for-profit
community organisations over the last 25 years.
I note my own school council service has only been for
the last 13 years, so I still have a long way to go to
maintain the family tradition. The importance of
volunteering and serving others has been capably
modelled to me during my lifetime through my own
family. I have been very fortunate to have seen and
experienced the importance of a strong and stable home
environment and a loving family. This is an aspect that
in many cases these days is sadly missing in the
community. I believe it is incumbent on us in this place
to do all we can to protect and strengthen the family
unit in the community today. This most vital element of
a society’s building blocks must be protected for the
sake of the generations that follow.
One of the values of the Liberal Party states:
The family is the principal foundation on which individual
lives and a good society are constructed. Policy should foster
and strengthen family life.

I heartily agree with this view. Another Liberal Party
value states:
The main source of progress is individual ability and
creativity. People should be encouraged to do their best, to
realise their potential, and be rewarded for their achievements.

This epitomises the spirit of free enterprise, with which
again I strongly agree. For over 20 years I have been a
proud member of the Liberal Party. Our philosophy,
platform and values are ones that I readily adhere to and
look forward to advancing both here and in the
community.
My sincere thanks go to the Forest Hill electorate
conference executive, the many branch members and
other volunteers who assisted me along the way,
together with the Eastern Metropolitan Region team, in
particular the Honourable Richard Dalla-Riva, a
member for Eastern Metropolitan Region in the other
place and Minister for Employment and Industrial
Relations. Without your hard work and faithful
campaigning week in and week out, I would not be here
today. My campaign team has worked tirelessly
throughout the last year, and I express my sincere
thanks to each one of you.
In particular, I want to thank the Honourable Chris
Pearce, the former federal member for Aston, and
Robert Bartlett for their strategic input and hard work
during the year. I also thank the Honourable Alan
Brown, a former member in this place, together with
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Dr Wolf and Mrs Elizabeth Garwoli, for their wise
counsel, encouragement and support over many years.
I have been very blessed to have had so many friends
and supporters who have guided me, encouraged me
and prayed for me along my political journey over
many years. There are too many to mention by name,
but to each of you I extend my heartfelt thanks. I also
thank the staff at Liberal Party headquarters, led
capably during last year by the then state director,
Mr Tony Nutt, and his deputy, Mr Damian Mantach.
I thank my family for their wonderful ongoing love and
support. To my parents, Neil and Ena, I say I could not
have asked for better parents or for a more faithful
example of Christian conduct than what they have
provided me. To my children, Neil, Sarah, Elizabeth
and Rachael, who are also here today, I say thank you
for your forbearance and patience as I have pursued this
path over many years. Your support and assistance
have been invaluable.
Last, but certainly not least, to Andrea, my wonderful
wife of 27 years, who is also present today, I say a
special thankyou. Without your faithful support,
assistance, encouragement and prayers throughout all
the years I would not be standing here today. You have
sacrificed much during our journey together. You have
devoted yourself to raising our four children and
allowed me to pursue the political opportunities which
come along so rarely in life. I will be forever grateful.
In closing, I again pledge my commitment to the people
of Forest Hill and to the people of Victoria to faithfully
serve in this place to the best of my ability. I want to be
someone who adds value to those I represent. I look
forward to being part of a strong coalition government
that will lead this great state for the betterment of all
Victorians. Thank you.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) — I am pleased to
contribute to the address-in-reply to the Governor’s
speech. I will begin by congratulating the Speaker and
the new government on their respective elections to the
positions of office they hold. I wish to thank the people
of the Mill Park electorate for the confidence they have
vested in me in representing the interests and needs of
that community for the next four years. I will certainly
do my very best to assist them and to represent them
robustly in that regard.
Victorians elected a Liberal-Nationals coalition
government on 27 November — a government that has
been charged with the responsibility of managing the
state’s finances, spending money wisely and
effectively, and ensuring that no communities,
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regardless of where they are located, are left behind. I
have some concerns about this government’s ability to
achieve this, in particular how their policies will affect
families in my electorate. For example, a lot of work
has gone into growing the capacity and services
available at Northern Hospital over the past years: more
beds have been opened, more nurses and allied health
professionals have been employed and more surgery
procedures have been carried out. Providing quality
health services where people live is vitally important. I
would like to acknowledge the very strong work of
previous health ministers and the two Premiers in these
past years for sharing in the commitment to improving
services for families in my electorate.
We have a growing population in the northern suburbs.
Families are growing, and children are becoming adults
and starting their own families, often choosing to live
near where they grew up. People in my electorate are
proud to live where they do, but they know too that
improvements need to keep coming. One important
challenge is not only to continue to fund the hospital for
growth but to ensure the hospital can draw and keep
sufficient numbers of doctors, nurses and allied health
professionals.
Northern Hospital entered into a partnership with
Melbourne University and La Trobe University to build
the academic and research precinct at Northern
Hospital. The previous state Labor government
provided the first instalment of funds of the order of
$3 million to kick off the development phase of this
important project. The federal government has come on
board, setting aside about $14 million, I understand, to
assist. The state Labor Party promised to fund the
remaining $11 million in this term, but of course sadly
that is no longer possible. What is possible, though, is
for this government to put aside ideology and offer up
the $7 million needed to get this project finished as
soon as possible, yet nowhere in the government’s
plans for health has it committed to finishing the job the
previous state government started.
I will certainly be pressing the Baillieu government to
provide the $7 million in the upcoming state budget,
together with further funding for capital upgrades to the
hospital as well as for mental health, dental facilities
and procedures. Families in my local community
deserve to have this facility and the benefits it would
bring, and they certainly deserve to have this
government acknowledge and act on those needs.
Over the past years under Labor, schools in my
electorate received a great deal of support for
maintenance, new buildings and new schools catering
for local families, together with new programs
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promoting healthier eating and exercise in schools to
help teach good patterns of behaviour to our young
kids.
Despite this government’s statements that education is a
high priority for it, only this week the government was
found to have ordered the education department to cut
over $300 million from its budget over the next four
years. Just how this government will reach that level of
cuts without children and students being refused vital
services and facilities is a question writ large across the
landscape.
Transport is a policy area that was a challenge for the
previous government. Robust and concerted efforts and
funds were invested over time to bring new bus routes
to the newer suburbs of my electorate such as Botanica
Park, Blossom Park and South Morang. We also saw
the extension of bus operating hours, providing
people — especially young people — the freedom and
mobility to get to school, university, TAFE or that job
interview for a part-time job. It also provided others
with the connections needed to local train stations so
they could leave their car at home.
Labor delivered funds for the South Morang rail
project, a $650 million project delivering new rail to
Mill Park and South Morang residents, new train
stations at Thomastown, Epping and South Morang,
and disability access, together with bus interchanges.
Only Labor committed to deliver the funds to make this
project the reality that it is. The Liberals came nowhere
near a genuine commitment to provide the rail
extension to the people of Mill Park. The project, I am
very pleased to say, is well under way and is being built
right now.
We only have to look at the government’s response to a
prospective rail extension to Mernda to see that it is
very dismissive and most definitely in the never-never.
In the meantime it has failed to commit to providing the
Mernda bus route to connect families living in the
northern tip of my electorate with the state-of-the-art
new rail station that is now being built at South
Morang. Labor committed to this in the election
campaign because it understood that an immediate
public transport service for these residents was needed
until the government was in a position to take the rail
further north. Not only has the government failed to
acknowledge the future need for rail further north, it has
not committed to the interim bus route, so there is
nothing proposed by this government in relation to
further public transport for the people of the Mill Park
electorate.
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I could go on about the deficiencies of this
government’s commitments, especially as they affect
the people of the Mill Park electorate. The above
matters are by no means the most important issues;
there are other very important issues. Indeed they are all
important, and I assure the people of Mill Park that I
will continue to be a strong voice on these and other
issues in the next four years.
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development of clean energy and renewable energy. It
signed up to the climate change bill that the previous
government put before the Parliament and time will tell
whether it is able to action its vote in support of that bill
which it demonstrated in the previous Parliament.

This government has made promises that I believe it
will find very difficult to keep without savage cuts or
backflips. We have already seen this in its decision on
the education department. It has ordered significant cuts
to other departments. Time will tell as to the extent of
those cuts and what they mean to the people of
Victoria. Time will be the final arbiter for all that. The
warning signs are there already after barely 100 days in
office. There are also the embarrassing contradictions
made by the Premier and the Minister for Community
Services on the energy concession to be extended to
low-income earners and pensioners.

Security of energy supply is vitally important for
growing communities. Victoria is no different from any
other state in terms of needing to address that challenge,
especially in an environment where there are cost of
living pressures and pressures on the cost of taking
greater amounts of electricity to homes, and that
challenge will be magnified by the gradual move
towards some type of emissions trading scheme.
Security of supply is a vision. It is important to ensure
that Victorians feel safe in the knowledge that they can
rely on a good source of energy for their needs, whether
they are in the home or in businesses, or indeed through
other activities in the public domain. The vision of this
government in terms of being able to rise to those
challenges is cause for concern on my part.

I turn quickly to some other issues pertinent to my
shadow portfolio of energy because I know that time is
pressing. The government’s promise to underground
powerlines in the bushfire-affected areas is a weighty
matter indeed and I cannot overstate that. This
government sells the view that it wants to cut the cost
of living for families and cut expenditure, yet I fear it
has set itself on a very reckless and expensive course of
doing the opposite. Expert advice provided to the
Department of Primary Industries over recent months
shows clearly that regardless of whether there is
agreement or disagreement about the final costings
associated with undergrounding powerlines, the final
cost figure to meet the challenge of making powerlines
safer could easily be in the order of many billions of
dollars.

I will be encouraging this government to think more
carefully and deeply in terms of what it will take to
ensure security of supply for Victorians over the next
four years so we are able to robustly meet the
challenges of the changing mix of energy we need to
move to. We need to ensure that we are able to attract
investment for renewable energies and other forms of
energy to allow our state to continue to prosper; that is
vitally important. We need to quickly see surer signs
that this government has a plan in that area, because it
is fair to say that up until today there have been scant
descriptions of or plans for how Victoria will be placed
to meet those challenges. I feel Victorians will be badly
placed in the not-too-distant future on that front. Having
said that, I wish the government well in the task it has
ahead of it.

An honourable member interjected.

Mr R. Smith — Thanks, Lily.

Ms D’AMBROSIO — These are consultants that
the government is using. How much of this cost will be
passed on to the consumer and families as consumers is
something I strongly recommend the Minister for
Energy and Resources think very carefully about before
he takes steps in the future which may be regretted by
many Victorians. I strongly recommend that the
minister tread very carefully and diligently with a clear
mind to cost implications for families, understanding
that we must tackle the challenge of making powerlines
in bushfire-affected communities much safer than they
have proven to be.

Ms D’AMBROSIO — Absolutely! One question
that is important for us to consider is the government’s
commitment to feed-in tariffs. Given the recent collapse
of the gross feed-in tariff program in New South Wales
under its heavy cost burden, it is very important for the
government to think about the commitment it has made
towards this objective, what it may mean for cost of
living pressures for families and whether there is some
financially sustainability consideration that can be put
in place. The government states that it is committed to
cutting the costs of living, but we need to see how the
actions match up with that now.

The government has made scant commitment in
tackling the challenges of climate change to the

I will skip over a few items because I know that time
considerations are pressing. There are matters to do
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with consumer protections. The previous government
had a very proud record of ensuring that in the area of
energy retail consumer laws we were well and truly
way ahead of any other jurisdiction in this country in
terms of protections for energy consumers. I hope this
government will hold true to its statements to maintain
those conditions, but at the end of the day it is an action
that it and it alone will be responsible for. I will
strongly press to see that no diminution of standards
and protections eventuates during the term of this
government.
Lastly, I wish to thank my campaign committee for the
wonderful assistance they provided to me during the
election period. I am forever indebted to my family. My
young girls are growing very quickly; they are very
mature, and — believe it or not — they have strong
opinions about all of us here, including myself. I love
them both, and I wish them and of course my husband
all the best.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr McINTOSH
(Kew).
Debate adjourned until next day.
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The SPEAKER — Order! Could the member
confirm that those names will be made available before
tomorrow so that this can be put in place?
Ms D’AMBROSIO — They will certainly be made
available in time for them to be put in place by
tomorrow.
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) — My
problem is compounded by the fact that it is not simply
myself, my colleagues on either side of the chamber or
indeed the people of Victoria that are affected by this.
One of the major issues is that the clerks will have to
prepare the appropriate motions and that will take a
significant amount of time, so this delay has impacted
upon the staff of the Parliament. It is important that
these names be provided as soon as possible so we can
complete those committees. We have been waiting two
days. This matter has been settled in the upper house.
The SPEAKER — Order! An undertaking has been
given by the member at the table. We take it that the
information sought by the government will be provided
by the opposition at the earliest possible time.
Hopefully it will be this evening.
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Membership

Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation, Services and
Small Business) — As a follow-up to question time I
undertook to provide information to the house.
Yesterday the Clerk was given a list detailing
ministerial representation in the Legislative Assembly
and in the Legislative Council. The Department of
Premier and Cabinet has advised that in the preparation
of this document it accidentally made an administrative
error and an omission, on top of what was apparent in
question time today. The Department of Premier and
Cabinet, I am pleased to say, has accepted
responsibility for this error and produced a corrected
list, which I will now provide to the Clerk. On behalf of
the government I apologise to the house for incorrect
information being presented.

Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) —
Speaker, I have tried desperately to obtain from the
opposition the names of their candidates for various
parliamentary committees, including the House
Committee, the Privileges Committee and the other
committees appointed by this chamber. I wonder
whether the Speaker could use his good offices to
attempt to get those names so we can put them through
the chamber this week. There has been a significant
delay. We are now almost at the end of the second day
of the sitting week. If we do not appoint those
candidates by leave tomorrow, we will have to wait
another three weeks before they are appointed. There is
of course a reference in relation to the floods; it is a
matter of some significance, and I ask if the Speaker
could use his good offices to persuade the opposition to
provide those names.
The SPEAKER — Order! I will speak to the
Leader of the Opposition.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) — I want to
reassure the Leader of the House that those names will
be forthcoming, and as planned those matters will be
addressed in full by tomorrow.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Standing and sessional orders
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections):
(1) That standing orders be amended as follows:
(a) standing order 152, omit ‘SO 5(5)’ in paragraph (2)
and insert ‘SO 5(4)’;
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(b) omit SO 165 and insert the following standing
order:
‘165 Procedure for a party vote
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(2) That the following sessional orders be adopted, to come
into operation with immediate effect:
‘1

(1) After the doors are locked the Chair restates
the question.
(2) To cast their votes, members must sit in their
allocated places in the chamber. By doing so,
members of parties are deemed to be voting to
support the response of their party members
given at the time the Chair originally put the
question, unless they inform their whip, or
representative, that they intend casting a
contrary vote under paragraph (6).

Unless otherwise ordered, the house will meet each
Tuesday at 2.00 p.m., and each Wednesday and
Thursday at 9.30 a.m.
2

3

(7) Where it becomes obvious that one member
only is voting for either the ayes or the noes,
the Chair must immediately declare the
resolution of the house. The member who
called for the division may ask for his or her
dissent to be recorded in the Votes and
Proceedings. The Chair then directs the Clerk
to record that dissent.
(8) The whip of each party, or their
representative, may before the result of the
vote is announced by the Chair, challenge the
report of votes given by another party. Where
the report is challenged the Chair may direct
that the matter be resolved by a personal vote.
(9) The Chair announces the result to the house.
(10) The whip of each party, or their
representative, will immediately advise the
Clerk of the names of those members of their
party that were not present for the vote.
(11) The Clerk will record the result of the vote
and the names of those members voting aye
and no and publish those details in the Votes
and Proceedings.’.

Responses to adjournment matters
If the minister responsible is not present in the
house to respond to issues raised by members
under SO 33, the minister will provide a written
response to the member who raised the matter
within 30 days.

4

(5) Each whip reports the number of ayes or
noes. The report must only relate to votes cast
by members present in the chamber and every
member present must vote.
(6) After the votes have been reported by the
parties, any member who is voting contrary to
his or her party will cast a vote.

Incorporation of statements of compatibility
A statement of compatibility tabled under s 28 of
the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities
Act 2006 will be incorporated in Hansard, without
leave being required.

(3) First the Clerk asks any independent member
to cast his or her vote.
(4) The Clerk next asks the whip of each party, or
their representative, to report the party’s
votes; parties are asked to report in the order
of the size of their parliamentary membership.

Days and times of meeting

Condolence motions
Where a condolence motion occurs under
SO 42(1)(a), the house may adjourn for a period of
1 hour at the conclusion of the motion.

5

Time limits on answers under SO 55
The time limit for the answer to each oral question
is 4 minutes.

6

Content of answers
Standing order 58(1)(a) be suspended and all
answers to questions must be direct, factual,
succinct and relevant.

7

Giving notice
Standing order 140 be suspended and the following
to apply:
(1) A member may only move a motion to
discuss a subject if he or she has given notice
of that motion on a previous sitting day.
(2) Copies of all notices, whether to be given
orally or in writing, must be provided to the
clerks at the table before notices are called on
by the Speaker.
(3) Oral notices must be read to the house. They
can only be given before the house proceeds
to the business of the day as set out in the
notice paper.
(4) All notices given by ministers must be oral.
(5) A maximum overall total of 10 general
business oral notices may be given each
sitting day, five from government
backbenchers collectively, and five from
non-government members collectively.
Non-government notices will be apportioned
between members on a pro rata basis,
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according to the non-government
representation in the house.
(6) In addition to notices given under
paragraph (5), members may give written
notice by lodging a copy, identified as a
written notice, with the clerks in accordance
with paragraph (2). Members are not entitled
to also give such notices orally.

(3) If a minister does not provide an explanation,
notice may forthwith be given of a motion
regarding the minster’s failure to provide
either a response or an explanation.
3.

5

And Ms ALLAN’s amendments:
1.

In paragraph (1)(b), insert the following in paragraph (2)
of the proposed new SO 165 after the words ‘vote under
paragraph (6).’:
‘A member with child-care responsibilities may sit in the
Speaker’s gallery, along with the child or children being
cared for, and be deemed to be seated in their allocated
place in the chamber and may address the Chair for the
following purposes:
(a) to cast a vote, or challenge a vote under
paragraph (8) as an independent member or the
only member of his or her party present.

2.

Questions to ministers or other members

Standing order 53 be suspended and questions may be
asked of:

(7) A motion by a member expressing no
confidence in the Premier and ministers, in
the terms set out in s 8A of the Constitution
Act 1975, may only be given orally under
paragraph (5) or, where a member seeks to
move the motion during formal business by
leave, and leave is refused, the member may
give notice of that motion despite the
provisions of paragraph (5).
(8) Except where a member has given notice
under paragraph (5), the Clerk must notify the
Speaker of a notice of a motion by a member
to disallow a statutory rule to which SO 151
applies, and the Speaker will report details to
the house at the first convenient opportunity.’.

In paragraph (2), following proposed sessional order 4,
insert:

(1) ministers relating to public affairs with which the
minister is connected or to any matter of
administration for which the minister is
responsible; and
(2) other members relating to any matter connected
with the business on the notice paper of which the
member has charge.
4.

In paragraph (2), delete ‘5 Time’ and insert ‘6 Time’.

5.

In paragraph (2), in proposed sessional order 5, after
‘minutes’ insert ‘excluding time taken for points of order
and other interruptions’.

6.

In paragraph (2), following proposed sessional order 5,
insert:
7

Content of questions

Standing order 57 be suspended and the following to
apply:
(1) Questions should not contain:
(a) offensive or unparliamentary language;
(b) statements of facts or names of persons unless
they are strictly necessary to explain the
question and can be authenticated;

(b) to vote contrary to his or her party under
paragraph (6).’

(c) argument or opinion;

In paragraph (2), in proposed sessional order 3:

(d) reflections on court decisions and sub judice
matters;

(a) Delete ‘If’ and insert ‘(1) If’.
(b) After ‘30 days.’ insert:
(2) If a required response is not provided within
30 days of the matter being raised and the
relevant minister does not, within that period,
provide to the member who raised the matter
an explanation satisfactory to the member as
to why a response has not been provided —
(a) at the conclusion of the daily
adjournment debate the member may
ask the minister for an explanation; and
(b) at the conclusion of any such
explanation the member may move,
without notice, ‘That the Assembly takes
note of the explanation’.

(e) hypothetical matter; or
(f)

reflections upon persons whose conduct may
only be challenged on a substantive motion.

(2) Questions should not ask for:
(a) an expression of opinion;
(b) legal opinion; or
(c) a statement or announcement of the
government’s policy.
(3) Questions cannot refer to:
(a) debates in either house in the previous six
months of the same session; or
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(b) proceedings in committees which have not
been reported to the Assembly.
(4) Questions may be asked to elicit information
regarding business on the notice paper but debate
on the matter must not be anticipated.
(5) All questions must be direct, succinct and seek
factual information.
(6) A question cannot be asked again if during the
previous six months of the same session:
(a) it has been fully answered; or
(b) an answer has previously been refused.
8

Supplementary questions without notice
(1) At the conclusion of each answer, the member
who asked the initial question may ask a
supplementary question of the minister to
elucidate or clarify the answer.
(2) Supplementary questions must be actually
and accurately related to the original question
and must relate to or arise from the minister’s
response.
(3) A supplementary question does not count as a
question for the purposes of standing
order 55(2).

7.

In paragraph (2), delete ‘6 Content’ and insert ‘9
Content’.

8.

In paragraph (2), in proposed sessional order 6 delete
‘relevant.’ and insert ‘relevant and, in answering any
question, the minister or member will not debate the
matter to which it refers.’

9.

In paragraph (2), delete ‘7 Giving’ and insert ‘10
Giving’.
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in the section regarding sessional orders relates to the
incorporation of statements of compatibility. That is
very much about saving time so that we can actually
debate bills rather than doing the formalities associated
with those bills. Item no. 3 relates to responses to
adjournment matters. This is a very important change.
It picks up on issues from the last Parliament and also
brings us broadly into line with upper house practices.
In the past, on occasion, responses from ministers were
not timely enough to be relevant to the issue that was
raised. This motion should produce responses to
matters within 30 days and should improve not only the
operation of the house but also our standing within the
community as adjournment matters are addressed in a
timely fashion.
The next change is to condolence motions. Condolence
motions are an important part of this Parliament. They
serve as a mark of respect to those who have served in
this Parliament and have passed away, and they allow
tributes to those members to be made. A 1-hour break
at the end of the motion allows members who know
those involved to meet with the families and spend time
with them. That time should be sufficient, but discretion
remains for the time to be extended by leave.
Proposed sessional orders 5 and 6 should expedite
question time, and they cut very much to the heart of
this. Under standing order 55 the time limit for the
answer to each oral question will be 4 minutes.
Proposed sessional order 6 headed ‘Content of answers’
is a new sessional order that I think we all support and
understand. In the past answers needed to be direct,
factual and succinct; we are now adding the word
‘relevant’.

Under section 165 there is an amendment that provides
that members would be elected individually. Members
form groups as parties; The Nationals are a separate and
distinct party in coalition with the government. This
proposal will allow for individual votes if and when
they are required, and I will be happy to report the votes
of my colleagues as per their wishes.

Proposed sessional order 7 is to do with giving notices
of motion. I think all of us are committed to the need to
change this. There is no doubt that the December sitting
of this Parliament reinforced the need for exactly what
this sessional order proposes to do. Notices of motion
have a part in this Parliament; however, that has been
overstepped. I was extremely disappointed, along with
many other people in December, that the families
waiting to hear addresses-in-reply found that the
members all went home and came back on another day.
With these changes that will not happen. That will
mean that Parliament can run to time much more easily.
Other parliaments elsewhere in the world deal with this.
As we well know, notices of motion are unlikely to be
debated, so they will be limited to five per side. There is
some detail in the motion as to how that will be
organised.

The sessional orders are quite a bit more detailed and
go very much to the heart of this Parliament. Item no. 2

There are also some proposals that were mentioned, but
are not part of this particular discussion, to do with

Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to speak in support of
the notice of motion put forward by the Leader of the
House to amend the standing and sessional orders. The
Nationals are supporting the standing orders; however,
we will not support the amendments. The changes to
the standing orders are significant and are part of this
government’s commitment to the efficient operation of
the house and to improve behaviour and respect within
the house.
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foreshadowing the changes to legislation about being
named in Parliament.
The contents of this motion are good housekeeping
proposals. The proposals are straightforward. I do not
believe there is any need to pursue the amendments that
have been offered up by the opposition. This motion
will do what we promised. We will deliver this and
have a better Parliament as a result. Again, The
Nationals are supporting the motion and opposing the
amendments.
Mr NARDELLA (Melton) — I rise before the
house to put as strenuously as possible our position in
regard to standing order 140. I do this on the basis that
this is the modus operandi of conservative Tory
governments — that is, they want to shut down the
operations of the Parliament. The government is using
the overriding of standing order 140 by these proposed
sessional orders to shut down and gag the opposition.
The government is doing this by making the sessional
orders so restrictive that it will cause problems for the
opposition during the next three and three-quarter years
of this term of Parliament.
The yardstick I use is this: if we were on the other side
of the chamber and the former opposition members had
remained on this side of the chamber, would they have
accepted the changes that they are now proposing to
this Parliament? The answer is and would be no,
because it is a restriction on the democratic rights of
members, especially opposition members, to place
before this house matters that they believe to be
important or urgent and that they feel the house should
consider. Yet we have this Tory Liberal-Nationals
government that comes into this house and is gagging
the role and the democratic rights of opposition
members on this side of the house, and it will do that
consistently.
Coalition members have cited a number of reasons. We
have just heard the member for Mildura, a member of
The Nationals, speak on this. There has been talk about
abuses of notices of motion debates. I do not talk about
abuses; I talk about the democratic rights of members
of this house to be able to place notices of motion
before the house. If we look at who used the notices of
motion debate consistently over the last 11 years, both
in the early parliamentary terms and once more recently
elected members were elected to Parliament, we see
that the member for Benalla, whose mantra — —
An honourable member — Plug the pipe!
Mr NARDELLA — Correct. His mantra was ‘plug
the pipe’; we all remember that. He had a democratic
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right, and I stand here today to protect the democratic
rights of the member for Benalla and the member for
Mildura, who raised a number of issues through notices
of motion with respect to train services, which the
conservatives shut down in 1993, by the way. The
member had a democratic right, which I want to
protect. I want to make sure that democratic right
endures in this Parliament.
The yardstick is: would government members have
allowed us to have done this without the consultation?
The answer is no. Government members understand
what it means if you have to put in a notice of motion
the day before it is debated. Since we have breaks of
three or four weeks or a month — we tend to take
January off — we would have to look into a crystal ball
and say, ‘Okay, we come back in the first week of
February. What is going to be the critical and urgent
matter then that I need to put on the notice paper now,
on 21 December 2010?’. This would have been for a
debate that would have taken place yesterday.
That is the undemocratic restriction, the gag, that this
Liberal-Nationals coalition government is putting to
this house. I oppose this, because such restrictions will
tend to stay. These restrictions are part of the gagging
of the opposition. Similarly, this time around,
government members have tried to gag the opposition
by reducing the amount of funding for the opposition
from $2.4 million to $1 million. This is part of the
position where what goes around comes around.
When we get back into government, whenever that may
be, I will argue about this strenuously, because the
pendulum swings. One day, one election, you are in
opposition; the next day you are in government. As I
said, when we get back into government I will argue
strenuously within my party room and within my
caucus that we should go back to the current situation,
the situation we had for the 11 years of the Bracks and
Brumby governments. Members had the democratic
right to put notices of motion on the notice paper after
they had been through the due process that had been
determined by the rulings of Speakers such as yourself,
Speaker.
I will put that position, but I tell you what: if this
motion goes through, I will be a lone voice. People will
say to me, ‘For the last three years we as members of
Parliament have had our democratic rights restricted, so
should we give the house procedures that were in
existence for 11 years under the Bracks and Brumby
governments back to the Liberal Party and The
Nationals? No!’. I will be a lone voice. My colleagues
will say, ‘Are you nuts? We have had to work with
these restrictions’. My colleagues will argue
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strenuously that what is good for the goose is good for
the gander. They will say that what is good for the
Liberals and The Nationals — the way they are gagging
members through the forms of this house, which affect
the democratic rights of members of this house —
should be the benchmark that is used in the future for
them.
That is my concern: where does it stop? What is the
next aspect of the changes to either sessional or
standing orders where there is no agreement and where
that side of the house does not sit down with this side of
the house to work through the changes that should be
worked through to make sure that the democratic rights
of honourable members are upheld at every
opportunity? Because what we have is a pendulum that
swings.
We have a situation where in the future there will be
independent members of Parliament. There may very
well be other minor party members that come into this
chamber, and there may be members of Parliament who
resign from their party and sit on the crossbenches.
Sessional order 140 affects their right and their role to
put to the house the motions, the views and the issues of
the day that need to be put — not the issues of six
weeks ago and not the issues of yesterday. If this
sessional order is changed, I do not know what the issue
may be tomorrow that I should have put in today to be
able to give it orally to the Parliament tomorrow. I have
not got that. I should not be restricted in that way and
nor should any other member of this Parliament. When
the forms of the house are restricted and when the
ability of honourable members to place issues before
the house in a timely fashion is affected, then the
democratic processes within the state of Victoria start to
be eroded.
We saw it under the Kennett government. We saw it
when the standing and sessional orders were abused by
that government. That is the yardstick the government
is using in this particular instance in proposing to
change standing order 140, and I oppose it because it is
one of the basic democratic rights we have as members
of Parliament.
I say this sincerely and I say this constructively because
we have all used the forms of the house, standing
order 140, to be able to place before this Parliament the
individual’s view — the view that needs to be put on
the day that it needs to be put. Therefore I oppose this
change to sessional orders proposed by the
Liberal-Nationals government.
Mrs VICTORIA (Bayswater) — I rise to speak on
the procedural changes proposed by the Leader of the

211

House. I will also comment on the amendments
proposed by the member for Bendigo East, which
needless to say I will not be supporting. I want to talk
about one in particular, standing order 165, ‘Procedure
for a party vote’. I go now to part (2) of standing
order 165, where it says that in order to cast a vote
members ‘must sit in their allocated places in the
chamber …’, which is the norm. The amendment
proposed by the Leader of the House adds:
By doing so, members of parties are deemed to be voting to
support the response of their party members given at the time
the Chair originally put the question …

The amendment proposed by the member for Bendigo
East adds:
A member with child-care responsibilities may sit in the
Speaker’s gallery, along with the child or children being cared
for, and be deemed to be seated in their allocated place in the
chamber …

This poses a few questions for me. As a person who
came into this Parliament with a very young child —
my daughter was only three when I entered this
place — I accepted the responsibility given to me by
the people of Bayswater. There are some 50 000 people
who rely on me to be here and do my job. I made other
arrangements for my child, and most workplaces would
expect that you would do the same thing. I began to
think about in what workplaces it might be acceptable
for a child to be brought along. Needless to say, I
cannot imagine a single bloke in this place asking to do
the same thing. From a woman’s perspective, I want to
have a look at this and ask: what workplace would
actually ask you to do this?
I thought if we had the case of a female surgeon — and
there are plenty around — would we allow her to take
her child who might, for example, need feeding or care
into theatre? Would a librarian be allowed to take a
child to work with them in a quiet area of the library?
Would a train driver be allowed to take their child to
work and care for them in that manner? Would we
allow a policewoman to take their child into a divvy
van because that child needed care? The fact is that
most women find a way of coping with a work-life
balance when it comes to their jobs. What about a
concert pianist: would we allow her to take her child on
stage just in case that child needed care? What about a
teacher: would she be allowed to take her child into the
classroom? Certainly not at one of my schools. What
about a factory worker? I have a wonderful company,
Cadbury, in my electorate. I have been into its
environment; it has what it calls a clean room or sterile
environment. You are not allowed to take in anything,
not even jewellery. I cannot imagine for a second that
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that company would allow you to take a child into the
workplace because it might need care from its mother.
We all take measures to look after our children while
we take responsibility for what we have taken on. In
this case we are members of Parliament. This is our
workplace, and it is not an acceptable place for
children. If we were to give leave passes or perhaps
even ask for proxies, would we ask for proxies, for
example, if I got sick? I would not be asking for a
proxy if I got sick. If I am sick, I am sick. If members
of the opposition were taking overseas trips, would they
ask for proxies because they would not be in the
chamber?
Ms Campbell interjected.
Mrs VICTORIA — It is interesting that the
member for Pascoe Vale talks about pairing. I believe
in 1992 it was the ALP that did away with pairing in
this chamber.
Ms Campbell interjected.
Mrs VICTORIA — Pairing is not used in this
chamber — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bayswater should address her remarks through the
Chair.
Mrs VICTORIA — The member for Pascoe Vale
raises a point about pairing. In 1992 the ALP
abandoned pairing in this chamber. It is still used in the
upper house but it is no longer used here.
I served on the board of the National Council of
Women of Australia for several years. We were part of
an international body, the International Council of
Women. We planned to narrow the gap between
women and men. Addressing gender inequality was our
purpose. It was not only to ensure that all women
worldwide had the right to vote, because in many
countries they do not, but to ensure they had equal
rights. What the opposition is doing here under the
guise of the procedural change amendments is trying to
widen the gap again. This is not something other
workplaces do, and it is not something that the
Parliament of Victoria should do. I will certainly not be
supporting the amendments proposed by the member
for Bendigo East but will wholeheartedly support the
procedural changes put forward by the Leader of the
House.
Ms BARKER (Oakleigh) — It gives me pleasure to
rise and speak about the procedural changes proposed
by the Leader of the House. I indicate, of course, that I
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will be supporting the amendments proposed by the
member for Bendigo East. I am grateful that following
discussions the Leader of the House also proposed a
further amendment, which is to proposed sessional
order 7, in regard to the motion of no confidence. I am
pleased that that was resolved prior to the debate today.
I was also going to spend some time tonight discussing
the amendment proposed by the member for Bendigo
East in regard to a member with child-care
responsibilities. I was a member of the Standing Orders
Committee in the previous Parliament and this matter
was discussed by that committee and formed part of a
recommendation that was tabled in Parliament in
December 2009. The recommendation was from all of
the members of the Standing Orders Committee, not
just the government or Labor members. As many
members would be aware, the issue arose following a
problem in the Senate regarding a member who entered
the chamber with a child to take part in a division.
The discussion centred around the fact that we sit
unusual hours in this place; sometimes long days — for
example, 9.30 a.m. until possibly 11.00 p.m. on
Wednesdays — and not just women MPs but MPs in
general may have child-care responsibilities during
those hours. To ensure that we did not get into the fuss
and bother of what happened in the federal Parliament
it was agreed by all members of that committee to put
that this recommendation be included in the procedure
for a party vote to ensure that there was the opportunity
for a member who had child-care responsibilities at that
time to participate in the division.
This matter was discussed, agreed to by all members of
the Standing Orders Committee and formed part of the
recommendations that came into this chamber. It is a
sensible recommendation and one which means we can
just get on with it despite the unusual times we sit. If
there are members who, for some reason, are not able to
have their child cared for at a certain time, they can still
participate in the procedures of this chamber. We have
to see it in that sense. We have had a discussion about
it, and it is a sensible recommendation coming forward.
I note that paragraph (1)(4) of the motion under the
heading ‘Procedure for a party vote’ says:
The Clerk next asks the whip of each party, or their
representative, to report the party’s votes; parties are asked to
report in the order of the size of their parliamentary
membership.

On Tuesday, 21 December, I recall that during a
division that was held in this chamber we reported our
numbers on this side, but on the other side votes were
reported as ‘government numbers’. I am curious about
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whether in future we will have The Nationals numbers
and Liberal Party numbers. That is just an observation.
Responses to adjournment matters is an issue that was
discussed by the Standing Orders Committee in the
previous Parliament. We all agreed that this was a
sensible and good recommendation to put forward, and
it was put forward in the Standing Orders Committee
report of December 2009.
I note that when the Leader of the House was
discussing condolence motions he said there may at
some stage be a reason to extend the hour. We would
all agree with that. It is standard practice and something
that does not need to be written into standing orders.
I do not have an issue with proposed sessional order 5
regarding time limits on answers under standing
order 55; it is a matter that has been discussed
previously. However, amendment 5 that has been
proposed by the member for Bendigo East says:
… after ‘minutes’ insert ‘excluding time taken for points of
order and other interruptions’.

When the Leader of the House was speaking to his
motion he indicated that he was anticipating that the
Speaker would step in if there were points of order or
other issues raised while the minister was answering the
question and that therefore the clock would be stopped.
It is at the Chair’s direction, and it is to be expected this
would occur. I suggest it would be simpler and easier to
add this to the standing order, so it would state that the
answer time for each oral question is 4 minutes,
excluding the time taken for points of order and other
interruptions.
I would like to support the amendments moved by the
member for Bendigo East regarding questions. One of
the issues we have in question time is the interpretation
of the minister’s answer. This is something that works
very well in the Legislative Council.
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supplementary questions. I also support supplementary
questions and have done for some time. Some people
have called me a bit of a political tragic. I tend to watch
A-PAC, which is Australia’s public affairs channel,
quite a lot. It shows question time in many other
parliaments, including the New Zealand and Tasmanian
parliaments and other parliaments throughout Australia.
I have often watched the way they handle question
time, and for some time I have supported the idea of
having a limit on the time for providing answers while
allowing supplementary questions.
In terms of giving notice, I again support the member
for Bendigo East. The Standing Orders Committee has
had much discussion on this; it is ongoing, and it will
be for some time. A lot of examples have been taken
from other parliaments. The clerks have done a
magnificent job in getting some of that information
together. The Leader of the House has said that we do
not want to delay the program, so therefore the number
of notices given on each sitting day will be limited to
10 . As the member for Melton said, when the
government was on this side of the chamber there were
copious notices of motion. It is the right of members to
give notice, and I support that right. There was no
suggestion at the Standing Orders Committee that we
needed to reduce the number of notices of motion.
Rather the discussion was about getting the notices of
motion published in Hansard. The current practice
should remain because members should have the right
to raise matters in the chamber.
The amendments proposed by the member for Bendigo
East should be supported. I urge members to
particularly support the child-care arrangements. It is a
way forward and will show we are a progressive
Parliament.

Amendment 3 is quite detailed in terms of the
information questions should contain. It would make it
much easier for the Speaker to interpret points of order,
the minister’s answers and how ministers may give
answers. I do not quite understand why members would
object to having a clearer set of phrases in terms of
what can be included in questions and what should not
be asked. The meeting of the Standing Orders
Committee discussed at length how questions should be
handled. There is ongoing work on that.

Mr HODGETT (Kilsyth) — I rise to make a brief
contribution on the motion in relation to the proposed
changes to the standing orders and sessional orders. The
Leader of the House has outlined the proposed
amendments in detail and they are set out in today’s
notice paper, which is numbered 2. I should say at the
outset that I am somewhat flabbergasted that Labor was
in power for 11 years, had the numbers on the Standing
Orders Committee and had discussed these sorts of
changes, and yet only after we proposed the changes
just 71 days after coming into government has Labor
suddenly pretended it has the ideas. It has tried to take
credit for moving the amendments, when it did nothing
but sit on its hands for 11 long years.

I think the Leader of the House would support
supplementary questions, and the minutes of the
standing orders committee show support for

I wish to touch on a few points about the changes. The
first one is standing order 165, which sets out the
procedure for a party vote. Principally the change will
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mean that the whip of each party will report the vote for
their party. Under the current standing orders the whips
cast the votes, and that is felt to be no longer entirely
accurate as members are still responsible for how they
vote on any question before the house. We are
proposing that the whip of each party will report the
party’s vote, and there will still be provision for a
member to vote contrary to the way his or her party
colleagues are voting if he or she wishes to do so.
Proposed sessional order 3 in relation to responses to
adjournment matters, which I have a particular interest
in, states that if the responsible minister is not present in
the house to respond to an issue raised by a member
under standing order 33, the minister will provide a
written response to the member who raised the matter
within 30 days.
When in government Labor’s performance in this area
was an absolute disgrace. Opposition members, as we
were at the time, raised important matters on every
adjournment debate and in some matters it was not
uncommon to wait 6 to 12 months for a response from
the minister.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr HODGETT — ‘If you got one at all’, the
minister says, and that is correct. They were lazy
incompetent ministers at the time who refused to
respond to matters. This is something that makes us
accountable; it is appropriate. Matters raised on the
adjournment are important in the interests of Victorians,
and it is important to at least get some sort of response
within 30 days. At one point I was raising questions on
notice to ministers about how long it took them to
respond to an adjournment matter, and again I would
wait 120 to 200 days to get answers to those questions.
It flabbergasts me, given the number of staff in the
departments they had, that they could not even bother
to take the time to respond to an urgent or important
matter raised during the adjournment debate. We intend
to be different. We intend to be accountable, to respond
to matters raised on the adjournment within a 30-day
period. We will endeavour to do that and to give
appropriate responses to matters raised.
Proposed sessional order 5 deals with time limits on
answers under standing order 55, with the time limit for
answers to each oral question to be 4 minutes. That is
deemed to be an appropriate length of time. I note that
the member for Bendigo East in her contribution was
not opposed to a lot of these changes and has suggested
some amendments, which I will touch on in a minute,
but that is deemed to be an appropriate length of time.
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Proposed sessional order 7 deals with giving notice.
The contribution of the member for Melton clearly
indicated that sadly he did not read that item about
giving notice. If the member for Melton had bothered to
read it, he would have found that the following
applies — we are talking about a maximum of
10 general business notices being given orally each
sitting day, five from government members and five
from non-government members, and members may
give written notice by lodging a copy. There is no
stifling of democracy. There is no hindering members
or preventing them from raising matters. This is seen as
a sensible way forward. It does not prevent giving
notice; rather it provides for improvements to the
efficient operation of the house, not that important
debate time be taken up by the giving of lengthy
notices. Provision is still there for them to be given
orally and is still there for them to be written. You can
still, in the member for Melton’s case, lodge a notice
and post it out to those you raised it on behalf of in your
electorate. You can show them you are doing the job
and that you are working hard on their behalf. I
therefore do not understand the argument that people
have taken umbrage with proposed sessional order 7.
There has been a change suggested to allow that a
member with child-care responsibility may sit in the
Speaker’s gallery along with the child or children being
cared for and be deemed to be seated in their allocated
place in the chamber and that they may address the
Chair for various reasons listed. I am not going to go
into those reasons, but, having seven children myself, I
well and truly understand child-care responsibilities.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr HODGETT — A good Catholic with seven
children, that is correct. However, at the end of the day
the reality is that this is a workplace and it raises the
question of what next. Does the Labor Party want to
phone in a vote? Is it going to bring in postal voting? Is
it going to become an issue where you give a proxy?
How about Facebook and Twitter — although looking
at some people over there, they probably do not know
what Facebook and Twitter are. It is endemic of a lazy,
incompetent, disorganised opposition that does not
want to be here. Bad luck. It is the job of opposition
members to front up here, have their vote recorded and
to be accountable for their decisions — something that
was sadly lacking over 11 long years of the ALP being
in government.
I saw former members here earlier. The next thing
opposition members will want is to vote from the bar or
vote from their office. It is incumbent that they come
into the chamber, take their place, have their vote
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recorded, be accountable and be responsible and not
come up with ridiculous amendments that try to hinder
professional changes that will improve the efficient
operation of the house.
Ms CAMPBELL (Pascoe Vale) — I rise to support
the amendments moved by the leader of opposition
business. There are a number of our recommendations
which will improve the Parliament. The improvements
we are recommending go on top of many of the
improvements that were introduced by the Labor Party
as a result of previous standing order and sessional
order discussions. Members statements were introduced
by us. Parliamentary committee reports and discussions
on those were introduced by us. A requirement that
there be 10 questions in question time was introduced
by the Labor Party. I remember previous times when
we would be pleased if 6 questions ended up getting
through at question time. We now have a right of reply
for members of the public, and of course there have
been changes to the procedures for the opening of
Parliament. Those were all substantial changes to the
way this Parliament operates, and they were introduced
by the Labor Party. We are keen to further reform our
good work introduced over the last three Parliaments.
In relation to the procedure for a party vote, we will not
object to that; we see that as a fairly cosmetic change.
The names would no doubt be handy for the Clerk and
for those involved in ensuring that the count is accurate.
That is quite useful. It could also be useful to ensure
that our time use is efficient. But the points being made
about the provision for matters of urgency in relation to
child care are, quite frankly, archaic. Two of the
government members have made reference to the fact
that most women in here make provision for child care;
in fact most men and women in here make provision
for child care. To liken this Parliament to an operating
theatre defies belief. Many members here have got a
very inflated opinion of themselves, but to ever suggest
we are like first-class surgeons in operating theatres is
quite ludicrous.
The suggestion has been made that our particular
workplace is like a divvy van. Some people might wish
there was a divvy van in here, but our workplace is
significantly different to the back of a divvy van — and
I am sure many people here have seen one in their
lifetime, in a professional capacity. In relation to the
chocolate factory and the sterile room example, of all
the things this Parliament has been accused of, it has
never been accused of being sterile. But what we can
claim about this Parliament is that there was a Standing
Orders Committee report on the inquiry into petitions,
the opening of Parliament and the passage of legislation
that was put to this Parliament in 2009. Guess who was
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on the committee and who provided a unanimous report
to this Parliament: the Speaker at the time, Jenny
Lindell; the Deputy Speaker at the time, Ann Barker;
Mr Nicholas Kotsiras, now a minister; the member for
Ivanhoe, Mr Craig Langdon, who is no longer here;
Mr Andrew McIntosh, who is now a minister; Mr Don
Nardella; and Mrs Jeanette Powell, who is now a
minister. Yet these are the people who have forgotten
what they unanimously signed up for in relation to child
care.
In relation to Thursday afternoons when Parliament
sitting times have been extended, there are people in
here who have children — they could be mothers, they
could be fathers, they could be grandparents — but
their child-care arrangements have been organised to
ensure that the children are looked after appropriately
by a loving relative. What we are saying here is that it is
inappropriate for a parent, a guardian or a grandparent
to have their young children or child with them,
supervised, in the Speaker’s gallery.
This is a modern era in which people support each other
in terms of their families, so why can we not be like that
in this Parliament? One member said to me before I
came in here that they had had a family member who
was getting treatment at the Peter MacCallum hospital.
In that emergency they undertook to look after the
littlies so the treatment could occur, and then the person
was going to pick them up. There was an unexpected
vote, and those children, who had a parent over at Peter
Mac, were quite distraught, having left the parent at the
hospital and come here to be with someone they knew
they would be secure with and then having been
handpassed to somebody else.
I know we are going to be voting on party lines tonight,
but I urge the Leader of the House and the Government
Whip to reconsider this matter. We have an opportunity
here to live up to so much of what was said in inaugural
speeches on both sides of the house, where it was
acknowledged that our families give up a lot for our
work. But occasionally we are expected to do our part,
and occasionally it clashes with a vote in the
Parliament. If we are going to live up to the words in
our inaugural speeches, it is incumbent upon us either
to support the opposition amendment tonight or, if not,
to ensure that it is recommitted here in this house.
My final point relates to condolence motions. It is an
extremely sensible suggestion that the adjournment
following a condolence motion is for a period of 1 hour.
Quite frankly, if we have got anything nice to say about
each other, it would be convenient if occasionally it was
said while we are alive. I really find it quite irksome
when people wax lyrical about people they badmouthed
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for years while they were alive. Perhaps in the spirit of
inaugural speeches we might occasionally say decent
things about each other and not just leave it to the
obituaries.

thing, and I would have thought the opposition would
support that.

Dr NAPTHINE (Minister for Ports) — I
congratulate you, Speaker, on your elevation to high
office.

Dr NAPTHINE — We need not worry about any
funny stuff from the Leader of the Opposition!

Ms Campbell — The Minister for Hospital Shifts;
that is who he is.
Dr NAPTHINE — I think that was from the
member who said we have to say nice things about
each other. That is a good start!
I rise to speak on the sensible improvements to
parliamentary processes. Having been here for a
number of years I think they are sensible improvements
that provide an outcome which is in the interests of the
Parliament and the opposition and which will actually
make it harder for the government. I am surprised the
opposition is making heavy weather of supporting the
amendments.
I refer to the responses to adjournment matters, which
now require a minister to provide a written response
within 30 days. Had that applied over the last 11 years
under Labor, we might have got responses to some
adjournment matters. As a member who raised a
number of adjournment matters, I am still waiting for
previous Labor ministers to respond to those matters.
Mr Pallas interjected.
Dr NAPTHINE — No, not from the member at the
table but from many of his colleagues who did not
respond at all to adjournment matters. I think this is a
sensible move.
In relation to the time limit of 4 minutes for oral
questions I am glad the previous Premier has retired,
because he would never have stuck to the 4-minute
rule; he would have had great trouble keeping to the
10-minute rule in answering his Dorothy Dix questions.
I think 4 minutes will provide fair discipline for
ministers. I was a minister in a previous government,
and I know 4 minutes is not a long time to provide an
answer to a question, so this will provide — —
Mr Andrews interjected.
Dr NAPTHINE — I suppose the previous Minister
for Health could say ‘It is a record, but there is more to
be done’ a number of times in 4 minutes. That was his
response to all questions. I think 4 minutes is a sensible

An honourable member interjected.

Regarding the content of answers, it is absolutely
important that answers be direct, factual and relevant.
For some time members have been making points of
order about relevance, and it is important that answers
are relevant.
I had some quiet words to the member for Melton
because I think he misunderstood the proposal with
regard to giving notice. There is no requirement, as he
implied, that members give notice in writing the day
before giving notice in the Parliament. Subsection (2)
clearly says:
(2) Copies of all notices, whether to be given orally or in
writing, must be provided to the clerks at the table
before notices are called on by the Speaker.

It is not the day before. The only mention of the day
before is in subsection (1), which says:
(1) A member may only move a motion to discuss a subject
if he or she has given notice … on a previous sitting day.

To give notice in the Parliament you have to give
written notice to the clerks before the Speaker calls on
notices. That can be on the same day. There is no
change whatsoever to that procedure, and I think the
honourable member for Melton understands that he
misinterpreted that.
There are two further points I wish to make in my brief
contribution. The first relates to the amendments
proposed by the member for Bendigo East. It is
interesting that after 11 years in government Labor
members, now in opposition, want to adjust the
parliamentary procedures. They rewrote the standing
and sessional orders from top to bottom, but after
11 years of the way they operated they now say it is
unfair to the opposition. They were happy to be unfair
to the opposition for 11 years, but now they want to
adjust the standing and sessional orders. I think the
member for Bendigo East is really clutching at straws.
Finally, in my last 20 seconds or so I want to refer to
the party vote. This is an absolutely vital issue that is
being changed. We are elected as individual members
of Parliament to represent our electorates. We are not
elected as Liberal, Labor, Greens or whatever else. We
are elected as, for example, the member for South-West
Coast, and that means we should vote as the member
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for South-West Coast. This party vote procedure will
allow the whip not to cast the vote but to record and
report the vote. Each individual member, as the local
member elected for their electorate, will cast their vote
which will then be reported by the party whip. It is a
sensible change that reflects proper parliamentary
processes.
Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — It gives me great pleasure
to speak on the procedural changes currently before this
chamber. I want to reinforce the contributions that all
speakers have made today to making sure this
Parliament operates in a way that provides an
opportunity for all members of Parliament to make a
valued contribution in debate. I also recognise that there
is ample opportunity for us to continue to improve the
performance of the processes of this house.
I note that the Governor stated in his speech:
The government’s agenda will be based upon the principles
of responsibility, fairness and respect.

Nothing demonstrates that more than the way the
sessional orders are framed. In many ways, at the time a
government frames its sessional orders it starts at the
high-water mark in terms of its willingness to engage
and its stated objectives of stability, dignity, certainty
and common sense, which again were reflected in the
Governor’s speech. The point that the member for
Bendigo East made very adroitly is that we need to
improve members’ rights to speak and we need the
Parliament to operate in an efficient manner.
Of course the preceding government made substantial
efforts to improve the openness and accountability of
government. This government needs to fulfil the
commitments it made before the last election to
improve the efficient operation of Parliament and to
live up to its stated ideas about the widespread reform
of Parliament. Those were the now Premier’s words
before the last election. The question I ask today is: do
the proposed sessional orders we are debating comprise
widespread reform and are they about responsibility,
fairness and respect?
In the content of these proposed sessional orders are the
embryonic stages of substantial improvements to the
way this Parliament operates, but more can be done and
indeed more should be done because the community
expects members of Parliament to debate issues in a
substantive manner.
Measures have been proposed today regarding the
efficiency of voting. It is good to see that we are
preserving the voting efficiency measures that were
introduced by the previous government. However, let
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us not pretend. The fact that the whip is not casting a
vote but recording a vote might make those on the other
side of the chamber feel a little bit better in terms of
their individual sensitivities, but what of it? We will
agree to that so that there is harmony between members
of The Nationals and the Liberal Party and those who
are outgoing and adamant individualists, because after
all we are all individuals.
The proposed sessional orders regarding the days and
times of meeting and the incorporation of statements of
compatibility make sensible changes that allow us to
effectively avoid the dross of the processes of this
chamber and get on with debating the substantive
issues. Once again there is nothing that should be
opposed there.
The change relating to responses to adjournment
matters is sensible in many ways. However, there needs
to be the capacity for us to follow up on
non-compliance in terms of responses if we are serious
about making sure that ministers respond to matters
within 30 days. I think the Minister for Ports, who is at
the table, will have an interesting engagement with his
bureaucracy at some point when he tries to get those
responses. I am sure he will be able to ride roughshod
over his department and get absolutely every response
to us within 30 days, but just in case he cannot we
would appreciate the opportunity to respond and to
review those issues.
It is important that we bring back into this Parliament a
recognition that we come from a broad church — we
represent a wide variety of views — and if there are
people with parental responsibilities, what does it
matter which part of the chamber they vote from? As a
consequence I think the proposals regarding that issue
are valuable.
Again, I welcome the opportunity to participate in this
debate and commend the opposition’s proposed
procedural changes to the operation of this house.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I take this
opportunity to congratulate you, Speaker, on your
election to that high office.
I am pleased to say a few words in support of the
motion moved by the Leader of the House, which
makes a range of sensible and worthwhile
improvements to the standing orders and sessional
orders of this chamber. It is worth noting the range of
approaches to this issue that have been taken by
members opposite. For the most part members have
adopted a constructive attitude. Indeed it is probably
fair to say that they have struggled to find any
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substantive issue to take with the proposed
amendments. The member for Melton stood in stark
contrast to this: not only did he not pick up on the true
nature of the proposals in relation to giving notices of
motion but he also suggested that this was part of an
outrageous attack by the government on the
independence and standing of the house. Nothing could
be further from the truth.
It has been longstanding practice that at the start of each
Parliament there have been a range of amendments
moved either to standing orders, sessional orders or
both. It is worth noting that the standing orders under
which we currently operate were introduced by the
government of the day in December 2006 and were
debated by this house at that time. Whatever proposals
are put forward by the government of the day need to
be addressed on their merits rather than by the
far-reaching conspiracy theory that was advocated by
the member for Melton.
In relation to those changes I would like to congratulate
in particular the Minister for Ports for the stand that he
took and the case that he advocated on behalf of the
then opposition members about the procedure under
standing order 165, because although members
opposite have tried to belittle the matter it is a very
important point. Many of us in this house from time to
time, and indeed all of us in this house at the present
time, are proud members of our various parties.
Nonetheless, at the end of the day we are here as
individual members of Parliament and the votes that we
cast should be cast as individual members.
The amendment being made to the standing orders
today gives effect to what should always have been the
appropriate way of presenting this matter, that the
whips are reporting the votes of those members who
choose to vote in accordance with the position of their
party; they are not casting the votes of other members.
This is something that could have been accommodated
back in 2006, but it was not so it is very welcome that it
is now being appropriately reflected in the standing
orders.
As the Minister for Ports and others have pointed out,
the sessional orders contain a range of worthwhile
reforms which will enhance the accountability of the
government of the day. I refer in particular to the
provision of responses to adjournment matters within
30 days, the requirement that answers be direct, factual,
succinct and relevant, and a time limit on questions. I
should say about the time limit on questions, about
which points have been raised by the opposition, that
the Leader of the House indicated that the Speaker has
the discretion to stop the clock, but it is intended to be a
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discretion. If there are frivolous or vexatious points of
order being taken, the Speaker can take that into
account in his or her decision on whether to stop the
clock.
The giving of notice is intended to be a way of ensuring
that the house is not taken by surprise by motions that
are brought on. It was never intended to be an
opportunity for the making of mini members
statements. There were unilateral changes introduced
by the previous Speaker without support by the then
standing orders under the previous Parliament. This
procedure makes clear that notice can still be given in
writing or orally and makes provision for the giving of
a number of notices each day orally.
Overall, these are very worthwhile reforms that are
being proposed by the Leader of the House, and I am
pleased to support them.
The SPEAKER — Order! I will now be dealing
with each procedural change and then the amendments
that have been moved. They will be done separately.
Standing order 152
Amendment specified in paragraph (1)(a) agreed to.
Standing order, as amended, agreed to.
Standing order 165
Ms Allan’s amendment 1:
1.

In paragraph (1)(b), insert the following in paragraph (2)
of the proposed new SO 165 after the words ‘vote under
paragraph (6).’:
‘A member with child care responsibilities may sit in the
Speaker’s Gallery, along with the child or children being
cared for, and be deemed to be seated in their allocated
place in the chamber and may address the Chair for the
following purposes:
(a) to cast a vote, or challenge a vote under
paragraph (8) as an independent member or the
only member of his or her party present.
(b) to vote contrary to his or her party under
paragraph (6).’

House divided on amendment:
Ayes, 41
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Brooks, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carbines, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms

Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
Madden, Mr
Merlino, Mr

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Wednesday, 9 February 2011
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Helper, Mr
Hennessy, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Holding, Mr
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Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Richardson, Ms
Scott, Mr
Thomson, Ms
Trezise, Mr
Wynne, Mr
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(b) After ‘30 days.’ insert:
(2) If a required response is not provided within
30 days of the matter being raised and the
relevant minister does not, within that period,
provide to the member who raised the matter
an explanation satisfactory to the member as
to why a response has not been provided —
(a) at the conclusion of the daily
adjournment debate the member may
ask the minister for an explanation; and
(b) at the conclusion of any such
explanation the member may move,
without notice, ‘That the Assembly takes
note of the explanation’.

Noes, 44
Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Battin, Mr
Bauer, Mrs
Blackwood, Mr
Bull, Mr
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Gidley, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McCurdy, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Miller, Ms
Morris, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Newton-Brown, Mr
Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Mr
Shaw, Mr
Smith, Mr R.
Southwick, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Mrs
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr
Weller, Mr
Wells, Mr
Wooldridge, Ms
Wreford, Ms

Amendment defeated.
Amendment specified in paragraph (1)(b) agreed to.
The SPEAKER — Order! I will now deal with each
sessional order proposed in paragraph (2) of the motion
of the Leader of the House, followed by amendments to
the sessional orders moved by the member for Bendigo
East.

(3) If a minister does not provide an explanation,
notice may forthwith be given of a motion
regarding the minister’s failure to provide
either a response or an explanation.

House divided on amendment:
Ayes, 41
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Brooks, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carbines, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Helper, Mr
Hennessy, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Holding, Mr

Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
Madden, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Richardson, Ms
Scott, Mr
Thomson, Ms
Trezise, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 44
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
Sitting continued on motion of Mr McINTOSH
(Minister for Corrections).
Sessional orders 1 and 2 agreed to.
Sessional order 3
Ms Allan’s amendment 2:
2.

In paragraph (2), in proposed sessional order 3:
(a) Delete ‘If’ and insert ‘(1) If’.

Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Battin, Mr
Bauer, Mrs
Blackwood, Mr
Bull, Mr
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Gidley, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McCurdy, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Newton-Brown, Mr
Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Mr
Shaw, Mr
Smith, Mr R.
Southwick, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Mrs
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
220

ASSEMBLY

McIntosh, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Miller, Ms
Morris, Mr

Weller, Mr
Wells, Mr
Wooldridge, Ms
Wreford, Ms

Amendment defeated.
Sessional order agreed to; sessional order 4 agreed
to.
Sessional order 5
Ms Allan’s amendment 5:
5.

In paragraph (2), in proposed sessional order 5, after
‘minutes’ insert ‘excluding time taken for points of order
and other interruptions’.

House divided on amendment:
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Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, in
supporting the new sessional order that has been moved
by the Leader of the House, I seek from you some
direction for the house. This is a rather significant
change, I guess, given some of the procedures of
question time. With a 4-minute time limit for ministers
to answer questions, I seek some direction from the
Chair that that excludes time taken out for points of
order or other interruptions and that indeed the clock
will by practice be stopped, as I believe it is in the
upper house when a 4-minute time limit is applying.
The SPEAKER — Order! It was my understanding
that, as the Leader of the House discussed earlier in this
debate, it will be at the discretion of the Speaker, who
will then stop the clock when he believes it should be
stopped.

Ayes, 41
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Brooks, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carbines, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Helper, Mr
Hennessy, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Holding, Mr

Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
Madden, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Richardson, Ms
Scott, Mr
Thomson, Ms
Trezise, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 44
Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Battin, Mr
Bauer, Mrs
Blackwood, Mr
Bull, Mr
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Gidley, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McCurdy, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Miller, Ms
Morris, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Newton-Brown, Mr
Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Mr
Shaw, Mr
Smith, Mr R.
Southwick, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Mrs
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr
Weller, Mr
Wells, Mr
Wooldridge, Ms
Wreford, Ms

Amendment defeated.
Sessional order agreed to.

Sessional order 6
Ms Allan’s amendment 8:
8.

In paragraph (2), in proposed sessional order 6 delete
‘relevant.’ and insert ‘relevant and, in answering any
question, the minister or member will not debate the
matter to which it refers.’.

House divided on amendment:
Ayes, 41
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Brooks, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carbines, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Helper, Mr
Hennessy, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Holding, Mr

Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
Madden, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Richardson, Ms
Scott, Mr
Thomson, Ms
Trezise, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 44
Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Battin, Mr
Bauer, Mrs
Blackwood, Mr
Bull, Mr
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Newton-Brown, Mr
Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Mr
Shaw, Mr
Smith, Mr R.
Southwick, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
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Gidley, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McCurdy, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Miller, Ms
Morris, Mr
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Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Mrs
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr
Weller, Mr
Wells, Mr
Wooldridge, Ms
Wreford, Ms
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New sessional order 5
Ms Allan’s amendment 3:
3.

In paragraph (2), following proposed sessional order 4,
insert:
5

Questions to ministers or other members

Amendment defeated.

Standing order 53 be suspended and questions may be
asked of:

Sessional order agreed to.

(1) ministers relating to public affairs with which the
minister is connected or to any matter of
administration for which the minister is
responsible; and

Sessional order 7
House divided on sessional order:
Ayes, 44
Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Battin, Mr
Bauer, Mrs
Blackwood, Mr
Bull, Mr
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Gidley, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McCurdy, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Miller, Ms
Morris, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Newton-Brown, Mr
Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Mr
Shaw, Mr
Smith, Mr R.
Southwick, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Mrs
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr
Weller, Mr
Wells, Mr
Wooldridge, Ms
Wreford, Ms

Noes, 41
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Brooks, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carbines, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Helper, Mr
Hennessy, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Holding, Mr

Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
Madden, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Richardson, Ms
Scott, Mr
Thomson, Ms
Trezise, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Sessional order agreed to.

(2) other members relating to any matter connected
with the business on the notice paper of which the
member has charge.

House divided on amendment:
Ayes, 41
Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Brooks, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carbines, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Helper, Mr
Hennessy, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Holding, Mr

Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
Madden, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Richardson, Ms
Scott, Mr
Thomson, Ms
Trezise, Mr
Wynne, Mr

Noes, 44
Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Battin, Mr
Bauer, Mrs
Blackwood, Mr
Bull, Mr
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Gidley, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McCurdy, Mr
McIntosh, Mr

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Newton-Brown, Mr
Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Mr
Shaw, Mr
Smith, Mr K.
Southwick, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Mrs
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr
Weller, Mr
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McLeish, Ms
Miller, Ms
Morris, Mr
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Wells, Mr
Wooldridge, Ms
Wreford, Ms

Amendment defeated.

(a) it has been fully answered; or
(b) an answer has previously been refused.
8

Supplementary questions without notice

The SPEAKER — Order! Amendment 4 moved by
the member for Bendigo East will now fail as it was
consequential on the result of the previous division.

(1) At the conclusion of each answer, the member
who asked the initial question may ask a
supplementary question of the minister to
elucidate or clarify the answer.

New sessional order 7

(2) Supplementary questions must be actually
and accurately related to the original question
and must relate to or arise from the minister’s
response.

Ms Allan’s amendment 6:
6.

In paragraph (2), following proposed sessional order 5,
insert:
7

Content of questions

Standing order 57 be suspended and the following to
apply:

(3) A supplementary question does not count as a
question for the purposes of Standing Order
55(2).

House divided on amendment:
Ayes, 41

(1) Questions should not contain:
(a) offensive or unparliamentary language;
(b) statements of facts or names of persons unless
they are strictly necessary to explain the
question and can be authenticated;
(c) argument or opinion;
(d) reflections on court decisions and sub judice
matters;
(e) hypothetical matter; or
(f)

reflections upon persons whose conduct may
only be challenged on a substantive motion.

(2) Questions should not ask for:
(a) an expression of opinion;

Allan, Ms
Andrews, Mr
Barker, Ms
Beattie, Ms
Brooks, Mr
Campbell, Ms
Carbines, Mr
D’Ambrosio, Ms
Donnellan, Mr
Duncan, Ms
Edwards, Ms
Eren, Mr
Foley, Mr
Garrett, Ms
Graley, Ms
Green, Ms
Halfpenny, Ms
Helper, Mr
Hennessy, Ms
Herbert, Mr
Holding, Mr

Howard, Mr
Hutchins, Ms
Kairouz, Ms
Knight, Ms
Languiller, Mr
Lim, Mr
Madden, Mr
Merlino, Mr
Nardella, Mr
Neville, Ms
Noonan, Mr
Pallas, Mr
Pandazopoulos, Mr
Perera, Mr
Pike, Ms
Richardson, Ms
Scott, Mr
Thomson, Ms
Trezise, Mr
Wynne, Mr

(b) legal opinion; or

Noes, 44
(c) a statement or announcement of the
government’s policy.
(3) Questions cannot refer to:
(a) debates in either house in the previous six
months of the same session; or
(b) proceedings in committees which have not
been reported to the Assembly.
(4) Questions may be asked to elicit information
regarding business on the notice paper but debate
on the matter must not be anticipated.
(5) All questions must be direct, succinct and seek
factual information.
(6) A question cannot be asked again if during the
previous six months of the same session:

Angus, Mr
Asher, Ms
Baillieu, Mr
Battin, Mr
Bauer, Mrs
Blackwood, Mr
Bull, Mr
Burgess, Mr
Clark, Mr
Crisp, Mr
Delahunty, Mr
Dixon, Mr
Fyffe, Mrs
Gidley, Mr
Hodgett, Mr
Katos, Mr
Kotsiras, Mr
McCurdy, Mr
McIntosh, Mr
McLeish, Ms
Miller, Ms

Mulder, Mr
Napthine, Dr
Newton-Brown, Mr
Northe, Mr
O’Brien, Mr
Powell, Mrs
Ryall, Ms
Ryan, Mr
Shaw, Mr
Smith, Mr R.
Southwick, Mr
Sykes, Dr
Thompson, Mr
Tilley, Mr
Victoria, Mrs
Wakeling, Mr
Walsh, Mr
Watt, Mr
Weller, Mr
Wells, Mr
Wooldridge, Ms
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Amendment defeated.
The SPEAKER — Order! Amendments 7 and 9
moved by the member for Bendigo East will now fail
as they were were consequential on the amendment just
defeated.
Motion agreed to without amendment.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections).

ADJOURNMENT
The SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house do now adjourn.

City of Casey: family violence
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — My
adjournment matter is for the attention of the Minister
for Women’s Affairs, who, sadly, has just left the
chamber. It concerns funding for programs to prevent
family violence. The action I seek is that the minister
ensure that the City of Casey’s funding application to
prevent violence against women in our community is
granted. The city of Casey has applied for funding with
the Office of Women’s Policy as the lead agency in a
regional partnership that includes the City of Greater
Dandenong and the Shire of Cardinia to address family
violence issues.
Casey council’s application for funding is for a
four-year pilot program to prevent violence against
women in our community. Every week in Victoria
hundreds of victims go to the police or the courts in
response to violence at home. Intimate partner violence,
including physical, emotional and sexual violence, is a
leading contributor to death, disability and ill health in
Victorian women aged 15 to 44 years. Unfortunately
the City of Casey has a very high incidence of reported
family violence, and sadly many cases still go
unreported.
However, the Casey community has a strong record of
supporting measures that seek to reduce the incidence
of family violence. My office held a family violence
round table where we brought all members of the
community together to discuss this problem and what
we could do about it. I am very thankful for the work of
the local police, who have been increasingly proactive
in dealing with issues arising from family violence
reporting in my electorate.
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Each year the Casey Multi-Faith Network hosts a
luncheon on White Ribbon Day at which more than
100 people of different faiths come together to say no to
violence against women and children. No woman or
child should be subjected to family violence at any
level. Everyone has the right to feel safe and secure in
their home.
I ask the new minister to ensure that Casey council’s
funding application to prevent violence against women
in our community is granted.

Yarra Valley Italian Cultural Group:
government assistance
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — My request for action is to
the Minister for Multicultural Affairs and Citizenship.
Formed in 2007, the Yarra Valley Italian Cultural
Group is a committee of hardworking local residents in
my area who are working to preserve the stories of the
early Italian settlers in the Yarra Valley. The action I
request of the minister is that he find time in his busy
schedule to visit the Yarra Valley Italian Cultural
Group and discuss with it what possibilities there are
for the government to assist. The Yarra Valley has a
tremendous history of Italian migrants who played a
significant role in the development of farming and
business enterprises and major infrastructure projects
during the 19th and 20th centuries, including the
building of the Silvan and O’Shannassy reservoirs.
In an effort to raise funds to publish a book of its
stories, in 2008 the Yarra Valley Italian Cultural Group
produced a calendar with amazing photographs
depicting migrants’ former lives in Italy and their lives
in the Yarra Valley. The advertising space sold out in
two weeks. This gave the group the courage to produce
in 2009 a second calendar depicting regions of Italy and
the Yarra Valley. Again it sold out. With enough funds
from the two calendars the group produced the book
Dreams from a Suitcase — Recollections of Italian
Settlers in the Yarra Valley, which the former minister
launched in Queen’s Hall in front of more than
250 people who had travelled from the Yarra Valley for
the launch. They had to come to the Parliament’s
Queen’s Hall because sadly in the Yarra Valley we do
not have a venue big enough to hold such an event. The
previous member for Brunswick, Carlo Carli, also
attended the launch and spoke of his family’s
experiences as Italian migrants.
The aim of the Yarra Valley Italian Cultural Group is
that future generations will have a link to their past
through the stories of their predecessors, giving them
their family history. Luigi Fotia, whose parents
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migrated here, produced a mission statement for the
group, which is:
Think of what has been achieved by the vision and sacrifices
of those before us and what we are trying to do at present and
you will share in the great plans we have for future
generations.

Some of the living conditions of those settlers were
quite amazing. They sheltered and lived in frames with
hessian bags and in tree bark and branch huts. The men
were here for many years before they could afford to
bring their wives out and then subsequently bring out
other family members.
I look forward to the minister being able to visit the
group in the near future to hear firsthand its plans for
the future. One of the plans is to translate this excellent
book into Italian so it can be read by the older members
of the community and their relatives in Italy.

Port of Hastings: future
Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — The matter I wish to raise
is for the Minister for Ports, and the action I request is
for the minister to publicly produce the government’s
plans for the delivery and financing of the infrastructure
necessary to enable the port of Hastings to become a
container-handling port within the time frame of the
next 8 to 10 years, which the minister has recently
described as not only important but necessary.
In June 2010 the Department of Transport and Major
Projects Victoria produced preliminary cost estimates
of infrastructure requirements for the expansion of the
port of Hastings, which came in at approximately
$9.4 billion over the next 10 years. They indicated it
would cost approximately $1.75 billion over the next
four years, including $100 million in the coming
financial year in terms of cash flow in what they
described as an accelerated mechanism for delivery.
The Baillieu government’s stated policy to make the
port of Hastings a separate entity will deny this
infrastructure project the vital financial capacity and
staffing expertise to manage the delivery of such an
enormous undertaking. The minister must demonstrate
a strategy that will enable the government’s policy to be
implemented, and he will need to explain how he
intends to find the funding to develop the port of
Hastings within the time frame of the next 8 to 10 years
that he considers so necessary.
In the absence of a clear explanation of the
government’s intended course of action, industry and
affected community groups along potential transport
corridors will be left to speculate how and when such a
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project will get under way and what shortcuts or fire
sales will be necessary to meet these ambitious and
expensive time frames.

Local government: councillor conduct
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — My issue is for the Minister
for Local Government, and the action I request is that
the minister act on the recommendations made by the
Ombudsman in his investigation into allegations of
improper conduct by a councillor of the Hume City
Council to ensure that the integrity of local government
is maintained.
The Ombudsman made a number of conclusions,
including that the councillor clearly had a conflict of
interest, that he held an interest with a private business
that he did not declare, that he misused his position and
misused council resources, and that the conduct
engaged in was done with the likely intention of
misleading the federal Department of Immigration and
Citizenship and the Chinese nationals concerned.
This causes me great concern, as these conclusions
impact on the reputation of all local government
councillors and staff, making their already difficult job
more difficult. From a local perspective, in the
electorate of Benalla I work with 11 local governments,
including the Alpine Shire Council, the Benalla Rural
City Council, the Mansfield Shire Council, the
Strathbogie Shire Council, the Murrindindi Shire
Council, the Rural City of Wangaratta and the City of
Greater Shepparton. The councillors in these shires
receive a very modest reimbursement for the extensive
inputs they make in representing their local
communities, so a large amount of their contribution is
voluntary.
It has been particularly tough in our area over the last
decade or so. We have had 12 tough, dry years. We
have had three mega bushfires, and more recently we
have had three or more floods.
I should note in passing that the Liberal-Nationals
government is attempting to make it easier for local
government and regional Victoria by, amongst other
things, allocating $1 million per annum for the next
four years for roads and bridge repairs. Whilst that is
not sexy, it will make a heck of a difference to the
standard of living for people in our area, without a
massive increase in rates.
In conclusion, I request that the Minister for Local
Government investigate this alleged behaviour, as it is
totally unacceptable. I reiterate my request to the
Minister for Local Government to act on the
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Ombudsman’s recommendations to ensure that the
integrity of local government is maintained.

Electricity: Brunswick terminal station
Ms GARRETT (Brunswick) — I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Energy and Resources,
and the action I seek is that the minister immediately
commence discussions with residents and the relevant
power companies regarding fully examining all
alternatives to the proposed massive expansion of the
Brunswick terminal station. The Brunswick terminal
station is located in King Street, East Brunswick, on
land in an area zoned residential 1. The terminal station
is bordered by homes and parkland in the beautiful
Merri Creek corridor.
In mid-2010 the owner of the site, SP AusNet,
submitted a planning application to Moreland City
Council, seeking approval for works described as
‘upgrade and maintenance’ of the terminal station. The
proposal included plans to erect a number of
26-metre-high pylons. Significant community concerns
about the proposal were raised. These concerns were
shared by the Moreland council, which rejected the
application. There have been subsequent discussions
regarding proposed or possible alternatives. However,
the residents believe they have not been fully explored.
The proposed expansion of the terminal station would
see the output of the facility increase fourfold. This is
clearly a very significant change in the nature of the
facility, and research conducted by many local residents
involved in the action group shows that there is no
facility of comparable size in a purely residential area
anywhere in the world. As a result residents are
understandably concerned about the possible health and
safety implications for themselves and their children
and the environmental and amenity impacts on our
gorgeous Merri Creek corridor.
I have attended dozens of local meetings about this
issue. The most recent meeting on Monday evening at
Merri Creek Primary School was attended by a
significant number of concerned residents. The
community is calling for alternatives, including
undergrounding or relocating to an industrial area, to be
fully explored in consultation with the residents. Given
the increasing community anxiety, the unprecedented
nature of this massive expansion in a highly residential
and environmentally significant area and the urgent
time frames involved with the applicant seeking to
bring another application before council very quickly, I
call on the minister to meet with the residents and work
with the stakeholders to ensure that all alternatives are
properly canvassed.
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Rail: Bayswater taxi rank
Mrs VICTORIA (Bayswater) — I rise to ask the
Minister for Public Transport to help improve
commuter access to taxis at Bayswater railway station.
During the course of 2010 some redevelopment work
was done around the station to the bicycle path and to
access. The taxi rank was moved from its former
location to a new site a little further up in the station car
park. The rank currently holds two vehicles at a time
and allows passengers to alight directly onto the station
footpath. However, the part of the footpath where the
rank is located also houses large industrial waste bins.
There were three bins alongside the taxi rank in late
2010 when correspondence came to my attention.
People visited my office saying that they could not
access the station because they were disabled and
needed to unload a wheelchair. I also had a visit from a
taxidriver to discuss the issue. We wrote to Metro
Trains Melbourne, which kindly removed two of the
bins, but one still remains The presence of this bin
makes it very difficult for passengers, especially those
with disabilities, to access the taxi rank.
More than 2000 people with disabilities reside in the
Bayswater district, and many of them use the public
transport system on a regular basis. With this in mind, I
believe it is essential that there be unobstructed physical
access to this taxi rank, as there is for all public
transport services. Removing the last remaining
industrial waste bin, which as yet we have not been able
to have done, will achieve this objective.
At this stage I acknowledge the assistance of Metro and
Transclean. I also acknowledge that waste facilities
need to be placed appropriately to ensure that our
stations remain clean, which leads to a feeling of safety
and confidence. I am confident that a suitable solution
can be reached. I ask the minister to direct his
department to work with Metro, Transclean and other
relevant bodies to find a more suitable location for the
remaining industrial bin to ensure greater access for all
commuters, especially those who use the taxi rank to
access Bayswater station.

Casey Comets Football Club: ground lighting
Mr PERERA (Cranbourne) — I raise a matter for
the Minister for Sport and Recreation. The action I seek
is for the minister to support a funding application
submitted by the City of Casey on behalf of the Casey
Comets Football Club through the Strengthening the
World Game program. This funding application is for
the development of lighting at the home ground of the
Casey Comets in Cranbourne. Grassroots clubs like the
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Casey Comets Football Club are at the heart of our
local community. Improving the facilities, such as the
construction of lighting, would encourage even more
people in the Cranbourne area to get active and
involved in sports like soccer.
With the recent success of the Socceroos and the
Matildas in the Asian Cup and the growing excitement
surrounding the Socceroos at the World Cup, soccer is
experiencing an unprecedented growth in interest in
Victoria, especially in the electorate of Cranbourne.
With so many locals wanting to get involved, it is
important that they be provided with facilities that
allow more people to play, day and night.
It is my understanding that throughout the 2010 season
the Casey Comets Football Club had approximately
400 registered players, including 110 who also played
at the Casey Football Academy. Furthermore, it is my
understanding that in the 2011 season these numbers
are expected to increase even more, especially among
the junior teams. Given an expected total registration of
over 500 members, the construction of lighting would
alleviate the immense pressure of scheduling training
and games for all teams. Night games would free up
weekend days for other scheduled clubs and
community activities.
The Strengthening the World Game program,
introduced by the previous Labor government, is
effectively helping local clubs and councils meet the
growing demand for soccer and also improving the
playing conditions for both seniors and juniors. I urge
the minister to support this funding application.
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signature event for the region and further showcase the
beautiful lakes system.
On top of this, the success of the event has allowed for
significant spin-off events for businesses in locations
like Paynesville, Metung and Bairnsdale, just to name a
few. Accommodation providers and eateries also reap
the rewards. The muster creates a terrific atmosphere,
and prizes for competitions such as the best-presented
boat, the best-dressed crew and the best-themed boat
ensure a lot of frivolity, colour and excitement.
Paynesville is considered by many to be the boating
capital of Victoria, and for good reason. The muster
will enhance this reputation. Apart from the on-water
activities, the event includes other water and land-based
activities, including safety demonstrations, test driving
of boats, opportunities to promote local produce and
general advice sessions for experienced boat operators
through to novices. Government support would also
enhance the opportunity to secure state and national
title events.
This year the muster will carry the name of Mr Rod
Wright. Rod was a Bairnsdale Sunrise Rotary Club past
president and one of the organisers of the first boat
muster. Sadly, Rod passed away of pancreatic cancer in
January 2009 at the all-too-young age of 53. It is fitting
that this event be named in his honour.
I call on the minister to recognise the potential and
opportunities that this muster provides for my region
and my electorate and to allocate funding in support of
this significant and growing event.

Rail: western suburbs
Gippsland Lakes Boat Show and Muster:
funding
Mr BULL (Gippsland East) — I raise a matter for
the attention of the Minister for Tourism and Major
Events. The action I seek is for the minister to support
the Gippsland Lakes Boat Show and Muster. The boat
muster will be held this year on Sunday, 3 April, on the
waters near Paynesville. It attracts a range of entries
and interest from both within and outside East
Gippsland, and it showcases all the magnificent aspects
of the Gippsland Lakes.
As I mentioned in my inaugural speech last night, the
lakes are the jewel in the crown of East Gippsland, and
the tourism industry in the region is an awakening
giant. Having been brought up on boats and coming
from a boatbuilding family, I know the economic
benefits that a vibrant boating industry can have in our
region. Although the muster has evolved in recent
years, additional support would allow it to become a

Ms HENNESSY (Altona) — I wish to raise a
matter for the attention of the Minister for Public
Transport. The action I seek is that the minister reverse
his decision to cut and disrupt train services in Altona,
particularly at the Altona, Seaholme and Westona
railway stations. The Minister for Public Transport
recently let the cat out of the bag regarding timetable
changes that would see less frequent services for
commuters using the Altona, Seaholme and Westona
railway stations.
This government was elected on the platform that it
would ‘fix the problems’. In yet another broken
promise this new government has foreshadowed its
intention to make problems worse for commuters
through its service changes. The government’s decision
with respect to this matter will create longer and more
difficult trips for Altona commuters on the Werribee
line, a line that services the fastest growing region of
Victoria.
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It was only a few months ago that the short starter
services from the Laverton station began to service the
Altona loop, but the minister’s recent announcement
will diminish the improvements those services have
brought to the Altona loop — for example, commuters
from Altona may be required to change trains twice,
once at Newport and then at North Melbourne or
Southern Cross station to get to the city loop. This will
result in having to change trains four times, and that
means using six trains on any given day to travel to and
from work. That is 30 trains a week! This is clearly
unacceptable service provision, and it comes on top of
other recent transport decisions that will disadvantage
commuters in the west.
The Minister for Public Transport’s attempt to ‘fix the
problems’ in just a few short months has been to
authorise a rise in the price of tickets; cancel the
planned upgrade of Hoppers Crossing station; and
impose inhumane hurdles on Altona commuters
travelling to the city. That is some fix. On behalf of my
constituents I urge the minister to reconsider his
decision and instead deliver train services that make it
easier to use public transport, not next to impossible.
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costs. Electricity costs have increased by 98 per cent
since 1999. The average annual Victorian electricity bill
has increased from $551 in 1999 to over $1000 today.
Everybody is aware of the smart meter cost blow-out
from $800 million to $2.25 billion. Gas costs have
increased by 87 per cent, nearly doubling gas bills. It is
a disgraceful legacy left by the Victorian Labor Party
and one which has put substantial pressure on local
residents in my area.
The Liberal-Nationals coalition has a well-structured
plan to put downward pressure on the rising cost of
energy. Today we have had the confirmation of part of
that package — the bringing forward of the winter
energy concession. In addition to that there will be a
cost-benefit analysis of the debacle of the smart meter
project, which has cost residents and small businesses a
small fortune and is a result of the incompetence of the
Brumby and Bracks governments. I ask the Minister for
Energy and Resources to come to Waverley to meet
with concerned local residents, as he has done in the
past, and run through the well-structured, tailored
package that the Liberal-Nationals coalition
government has created to put downward pressure on
the cost of living for Waverley residents.

Mount Waverley electorate: ministerial visit
Responses
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) — I wish to raise a
matter for the Minister for Energy and Resources. The
action I seek is for him to visit Mount Waverley and
explain to residents the coalition’s policy to put
downward pressure on the rising cost of living. It is a
well-structured package.
The issue I raise in my first adjournment debate is a
high priority for me: it is the rising cost of living, in
particular rising energy costs, for residents in Mount
Waverley. Our electorate has a higher than average age
population, and therefore rising energy costs have a
unique effect on this electorate. Many of the residents
in this electorate survive on relatively fixed incomes,
whether it be those on the aged pension or self-funded
retirees. The higher these energy bills go the less
disposable income these residents have. Many people
on fixed incomes have no alternative but to accept a
reduction in their standard of living.
We know that higher energy costs hit consumers.
However, they also hit local small businesses. Whether
it be the milk bar or the bakery, or whether it be at
Mount Waverley Village or at Glen Waverley, those
cost increases flow through. We also know that those
cost pressures build inflationary effects in the economy.
We know that rising costs of living are not good for
local residents, local businesses or consumers. We also
know about Labor’s atrocious record on rising energy

Ms ASHER (Minister for Tourism and Major
Events) — The member for Gippsland East, who is
going to be a very robust exponent of matters within his
electorate, has asked me to fund the Gippsland Lakes
Boat Show and Muster, which is to be held in April this
year. As the member for Gippsland East understands,
the Baillieu government has a very strong focus on
regional tourism and regional tourism events. We are
very keen to promote Gippsland as a tourist destination.
The request that he makes of me reinforces our policy
to support regional tourism and regional tourism events.
I am a very keen supporter of regional events because
of their capacity to boost the economy. It is not just the
event itself. Obviously, as the member has indicated,
there are significant business opportunities for
Paynesville and surrounding areas as a consequence of
this event and significant opportunities for other forms
of business, including the boat industry. The member
highlighted some possible future opportunities for
various boating championships should this event be
very successful, as we hope it will be.
I am delighted to tell the member in response to his
numerous approaches to me that the government is able
to provide $17 500 for tourism marketing to assist in
this particular event. We are going to look at a range of
activities — including event display promotion such as
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the one at the Melbourne International Boat and
Lifestyle Festival at Docklands, which I am advised has
already occurred — to promote this particular event and
a whole range of other marketing activities to ensure
that there are a significant number of visitors and to
promote the economic impact that we want to see as a
consequence of this event.
I congratulate the member on the fact that he is already
advocating very strongly for his electorate of Gippsland
East. He is a particularly persistent member, and I give
him credit for that. There are significant challenges for
the future of this event because it needs to grow and
develop, but I wish the event organisers very well. I
also wish the member for Gippsland East much success
in continuing to advocate so successfully for his
electorate.
Mrs POWELL (Minister for Local Government) —
The member for Benalla raised a very important matter
with me. He has asked me to act on the allegations in
the Ombudsman’s report Whistleblowers Protection Act
2001 — Investigation into Allegations of Improper
Conduct by a Councillor at the Hume City Council,
which was tabled in Parliament recently. The member
for Benalla’s concerns are about the reputation of all
councils and about his strong support for councillors in
his area. I know the member for Benalla gets on
extremely well with councils in his electorate and has a
very good relationship with them. His concern is about
the fact that when reports like this contain allegations of
conflict of interest and self-interest the effect actually
spreads to all local councils. As the member has rightly
said, the majority of councillors do the right thing and
act with decency and integrity. There are a few who we
have to make sure are investigated and whose actions
we have to make sure are stopped.
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misused Hume City Council’s resources to benefit his
personal business interests. Cr Atmaca also used his
position as a councillor to invite foreign nationals to
Australia for the purpose of investing in his private
business.
The Ombudsman advised that he was concerned
Cr Atmaca may have breached section 76D of the
Local Government Act 1989, which makes it an
offence for a councillor to misuse their position to gain
an advantage for themselves or another person. A
breach of section 76D is a very serious offence. The
penalty is a fine of $71 400, a term of imprisonment of
five years or both. The Ombudsman recommended that
the Minister for Local Government consider the matters
addressed in his report in relation to Cr Atmaca’s
conduct with particular reference to possible breaches
of the Local Government Act 1989. He also
recommended that the Minister for Local Government
consider referring to the federal Department of
Immigration and Citizenship the matters relating to the
visa issues identified in his report.
I am pleased to advise the member for Benalla that the
government has decided to accept the Ombudsman’s
recommendation, and today I have written to the chief
municipal inspector, Mr David Wolf, asking him to
urgently investigate issues identified by the
Ombudsman in relation to Cr Atmaca’s conduct, with
particular reference to possible breaches of the Local
Government Act 1989. I have also asked my
department to refer matters relating to visa
improprieties to the Department of Immigration and
Citizenship for its investigation.

On 4 February the Ombudsman wrote to me advising
that he had completed an investigation into allegations
of improper conduct by a councillor at Hume City
Council under the Whistleblowers Protection Act 2001.
That report was tabled on 8 February in Parliament.
The Ombudsman’s investigation was a result of a
disclosure received in April 2010 regarding possible
illegal conduct involving public officers at the council.

As the minister for Benalla rightly points out, the
majority of councillors do the right thing. They act with
integrity, decency and honesty and in the best interests
of their community members. Those who do not and
who look after their own interests rather than those of
their community will be sent a strong message by the
Baillieu government. The Baillieu government will not
turn a blind eye to self-interest or corruption in councils
as the previous Labor government did. I put councillors
on notice that those who act inappropriately will be
dealt with severely.

The Ombudsman’s findings relate to alleged serious
breaches of the Local Government Act 1989 by an
individual councillor, Adem Atmaca. Those alleged
breaches include a number of serious offences,
including a failure to declare a conflict of interest. The
Ombudsman found that Cr Atmaca had a conflict of
interest between his private business, a business centre,
and his role regarding a planning permit application for
a takeaway food premise. He was also found to have

Mr O’BRIEN (Minister for Energy and
Resources) — I thank the member for Brunswick for
raising a matter for me concerning the Brunswick
terminal station, and in doing so I welcome the member
for Brunswick to this chamber. She has at least two
things going for her: she barracks for the Carlton
Football Club and she stood up for her constituents
when she was the mayor of Yarra to oppose the
previous Labor government’s appalling clearways
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policy, which was destroying small businesses right
across Melbourne. I hope she can avoid the hive
mentality now that she is in the parliamentary Labor
Party and that she continues to stand up for her
constituents.
In relation to this particular matter, the member advises
that SP AusNet has submitted a planning application to
Moreland City Council for a significant expansion of
the proposed terminal station. I understand from the
member that the application has been rejected, but
presumably there are still ongoing matters to be dealt
with because SP AusNet as the owner of the
infrastructure wishes to continue with its proposed
expansion.
The member has suggested that perhaps options such as
undergrounding can be looked at. It was interesting to
hear the member for Mill Park earlier this evening talk
about the government’s commitment to the
recommendations of the bushfires royal commission
and warn about how terribly expensive undergrounding
powerlines would be. As the Minister for Energy and
Resources, if I have a choice between spending money
on undergrounding powerlines in bushfire-prone areas
where people’s lives are at risk or undergrounding
powerlines in Brunswick because of amenity concerns,
I think the responsible decision would be to save lives.
If it comes to a choice — and I understand the member
for Brunswick might be disappointed by this — I would
prefer to spend available funds to underground
powerlines to save lives in bushfire-prone areas instead
of in other areas where amenity rather than safety is the
primary motivating concern.
I also note that the member said this matter went to
Moreland City Council and was rejected. My
understanding of the planning process is that if a city
council as the responsible authority rejects a planning
application, the matter can then go to the Victorian
Civil and Administrative Tribunal for determination. I
would have thought the member would have faith in the
planning system that is essentially still operating under
the previous government’s rules. I am not quite sure
why it is that the member seeks ministerial intervention
in relation to what is a planning matter.
Mr Foley — It’s your job.
Mr O’BRIEN — The member for Albert Park says
it is my job. I am not the Minister for Planning. The
member for Albert Park may not be aware of that. I am
the Minister for Energy and Resources; I am not the
Minister for Planning. I have no power to call in the
planning application.
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The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister to
ignore interjections, and I say to the member for Albert
Park that he has a couple of credits up so far today.
Mr O’BRIEN — I will do my best to ignore the
member for Albert Park, Speaker. It is difficult
sometimes.
I do understand that local residents can be concerned by
the amenity effects of energy infrastructure, and on that
point I note that the former Labor government seemed
to ride roughshod over the interests of Victorians in
rural and regional Victoria when it came to wind farms
and its planning policies in relation to wind farms. The
view of the former Labor government was that for the
greater good, people in country Victoria had to live
right under wind farm turbines just about everywhere
they went. There was no sympathy for people in
country Victoria who were concerned about the
amenity effects or health and safety impacts of wind
farms.
When the coalition announced that it would have
planning policies which would ensure that country
people were treated fairly when it came to the location
of wind farms — creating appropriate buffers, creating
appropriate requirements to negotiate and protecting
appropriate environmental heritage areas such as the
Great Ocean Road — this was opposed by the Labor
government at the time. I am wondering whether this
denotes a sea change in the attitude of the Labor Party
towards planning issues. Does it now support looking
after residents when it comes to planning issues relating
to energy infrastructure? Because it certainly did not do
that for 11 years. When it was on this side of the house
the Labor Party did not care about the concerns of local
residents when it came to energy infrastructure, but it
appears that it has now changed its tune.
Out of respect for the member as a new member, and
she is obviously doing her best to stand up for the
interests of her constituents, I will ask my department
what is happening with this particular matter. I will
seek advice in terms of where it is in the process. I will
find out whether as minister I have any appropriate
powers. My suspicion is that I have no powers to
intervene in the matter, but I will find out what I can
and will refer back to the member and be happy to
discuss that with her further.
I congratulate the member for Mount Waverley on his
election to this chamber. He won his seat because he is
a terrific campaigner. He stands up for his principles
and he stands up for his community. One of the issues
that he campaigned on very vigorously was the former
government’s failure to assist families in his electorate
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with the rising cost of living. In fact not only did Labor
do nothing to assist families but its waste and
mismanagement in energy actually made the situation
far worse.
Whether it was from the impact on water bills of
Labor’s white elephant water infrastructure like the
desalination plant, which is now behind schedule
because of floods of all things; whether it was the
failure of Labor to rein in the cost of the Monash
Freeway upgrade and the effect that had on his
constituents — the Monash Freeway went from being a
$1 billion upgrade project to a $1.39 billion upgrade
project, which is a $390 million cost blow-out with not
one extra metre of roadway to show for that
$390 million; or whether it was as a result of the
ever-increasing taxes and charges while services
declined in reliability and safety, Victorian families
were hurt by 11 long, dark years of Labor’s spin,
incompetence, mismanagement and waste. But what
really galls me is the failure of the Labor Party to admit
its culpability over electricity prices. Under Labor,
electricity prices increased massively.
Tim Colebatch wrote an interesting article in the Age of
7 December last year entitled ‘Power bills a shocker’,
and he summarised Labor’s record in the opening
paragraph:
In the three years to September, the price of electricity for the
typical Melbourne home rose 54 per cent. The price of water
rose 62 per cent, the price of gas rose 28 per cent. It was one
of the key reasons the Brumby government lost office.

Was it ever!
A range of factors influence power prices. Some are
outside the control of governments, particularly state
governments, and I do not seek to hold the previous
Labor government responsible for factors that were
outside its control any more than I would expect to be
blamed for matters that are outside my control as
minister, but there are a number of areas where state
governments have influence and responsibility.
When I was in my room earlier listening to the
contribution from the member for Mill Park I heard her
spend many minutes of her address-in-reply discussing
energy policy and energy prices. I turned the volume
up, but no matter how hard I listened there were two
words I did not hear her say. The first was ‘smart’ and
the second was ‘meters’. The smart meters policy is the
Labor Party’s great energy policy legacy to the people
of Victoria. Labor loved smart meters so much it
decided that every single family had to have one, at
enormous cost. For Labor, smart meters is the love that
dare not speak its name. It is the policy legacy that
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Victorians have to live with. Under the Labor Party the
smart meter budget went from an initial $800 million as
a scoping budget to $1.1 billion to $1.6 billion. The
Auditor-General said that the final cost could be as
much as $2.25 billion. Every single dollar spent on
smart meters flows through directly to people’s power
bills, so when the project budget blew out for smart
meters the effect on Victorian families’ power bills also
blew out. That is Labor’s record when it comes to
energy prices.
The Baillieu coalition government will implement its
election commitments in relation to the smart meter
project. This includes undertaking what the
Auditor-General recommended in his report back in
November 2009 — a full, independent cost-benefit
analysis to try to cut out the waste and the
mismanagement, to see what could be done to try to
salvage this project and to see if it could actually deliver
some benefits to Victorian families and households. We
are going to commission this analysis, and it is going to
be done this year. That will inform the government on
the future of the project.
A number of other aspects of the coalition’s policy will
try to put downward pressure on power prices. Let us
be very up front: there are massive pressures to ratchet
power prices up. What governments can do is influence
those things that are within their control to try to reduce
those pressures on power bills. One thing we can do is
to extend the year-round 17.5 per cent energy
concession. That is a coalition policy that the Labor
Party did not match. It was the height of hypocrisy to
see members of the Labor Party coming in here braying
at the dispatch box, asking when we were going to
implement a policy that they did not have. We released
a policy during the election campaign to have
year-round 17.5 per cent energy concessions. The
Labor Party refused to match that policy, and its
members come in here saying, ‘Why don’t you
implement your policy ahead of time?’. This is a policy
they did not support but have acknowledged. We are
way ahead of them when it comes to looking after
Victorian families and the pressures they are under
when it comes to power prices.
We also understand that many families in rural and
regional Victoria do not have access to reticulated
natural gas. Bottled LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) is
very expensive. The difference between being
dependent on bottled LPG and reticulated natural gas
can be as much as $1200 a year for a household. We
are going to spend $100 million in this term of
government extending natural gas to a number of towns
throughout Victoria and giving residents and businesses
in those towns access to reticulated natural gas to cut
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the cost of energy to those towns. This is another policy
that the Labor Party did not adopt, did not copy and did
not have, but we are committed to reducing the cost of
energy.
This government is committed to challenging, where
we think it is appropriate, the determinations of the
Australian Energy Regulator (AER) where we believe
Victorian consumers are not being treated fairly. The
Australian Energy Regulator handed down a
determination last year in relation to the charges that
can be levied by distribution businesses in Victoria for
the next five years. Distribution companies own the
electricity poles, wires, meters and smart meters, and
charges from distribution businesses make up about
40 per cent of the average electricity bill.
The AER provided for a significant increase in all those
charges over the next five years. The distribution
businesses have indicated that they do not think this is
enough, and they are going to challenge the AER’s
determination in the Australian Competition Tribunal.
But this government has decided that we are going to
stand up for Victorian consumers. If that matter goes
before the Australian Competition Tribunal, we will
stand up and be heard on behalf of Victorian families.
We will argue against the increase and for a reduction.
Ms D’Ambrosio — On a point of order, I think the
minister has got it quite wrong. It was actually the
former Minister for Energy and Resources,
Mr Batchelor, who initiated involvement in — —
The SPEAKER — Order! Is this a point of order?
If so, what is the point of order?
Ms D’Ambrosio — The point of order is that the
minister is not being thoroughly fulsome in his
explanation of the history of this matter, and he really
should give a full explanation of the course of events.
The SPEAKER — Order! For many years one of
the difficulties in this house has been that we do not
always get fulsome views and opinions from one side
of the house or the other.
Mr O’BRIEN — I appreciate the invitation from
the member for Mill Park to add to my answer and to
go into the detail, background and history of this
matter. I will do that at some stage, but not today, other
than to say that there is only one hand that signed a
letter to the Australian Competition Tribunal in relation
to making the Victorian people’s views heard on this
appeal, and it was not the hand of a member of the
Labor Party. It was the signature of a member of the
coalition government.
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I would be delighted to come to Mount Waverley and
explain to the member for Mount Waverley’s
constituents exactly what the coalition government is
doing to reduce power bills and how we will not stand
by idly, like the previous Labor government, and watch
while Victorian families suffer under the high power
bills caused by the Labor Party’s waste and
mismanagement.
Mr KOTSIRAS (Minister for Multicultural Affairs
and Citizenship) — The member for Evelyn raised a
matter with me in relation to the Yarra Valley Italian
Cultural Group. The member for Evelyn is a
hardworking member of Parliament. I started in this
house with the member for Evelyn; in fact I shared a
room with her, so I know how hard she works in her
electorate. She has worked hard over the years to assist
the group in meeting its needs and ensuring that it
achieves its goals.
Australia is a nation of immigrants, and waves of
immigration have greatly benefited Australian society.
Many migrants who have settled in Victoria have
unique stories and experiences, and it is important that
they pass those on to the next generation. We need to
celebrate the contribution of immigrants to Australia’s
past, present and future, because migrants have brought
economic, social and cultural benefits to this country.
The Yarra Valley Italian Cultural Club was formed to
do just that. The group was formed to allow the Italian
community to tell the stories of settlement in the Yarra
Valley. I had the pleasure of launching a book that
members of that club wrote to showcase the
contribution of the Italians in the Yarra Valley to
Victoria. It was launched at Parliament House, and I
understand the former member for Brunswick, Carlo
Carli, was also present. It was an honour for me to
launch the book. I understand the year after, in 2010,
the book won an award for its contribution to the
community. It is with great pleasure that I will visit the
club once again to see what the government can do to
further assist it and perhaps showcase the many more
contributions that the Italians have made to the Yarra
Valley and indeed to the rest of Victoria.
The SPEAKER — Order! It is a wonderful gesture,
Minister.
There are still some questions to be answered — one
for the Minister for Women’s Affairs, one for the
Minister for Ports, two for the Minister for Public
Transport and one for the Minister for Sport and
Recreation. In keeping with the changes to standing
orders made today I would expect answers within
30 days.
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Mr KOTSIRAS — I will ensure that the remaining
matters are referred to the appropriate ministers for
their action and response.
The SPEAKER — Order! Thank you very much;
we will make the minister responsible for that.
House adjourned 11.17 p.m.
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PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES

The SPEAKER (Hon. Ken Smith) took the chair at
9.35 a.m. and read the prayer.

Membership
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) — By
leave, I move:

ACTING SPEAKERS
The SPEAKER — Order! With regard to the role
of Acting Speaker, I mentioned yesterday that I had
approached and spoken to some other members about
being on the Acting Speakers list. There was some
concern that members who may be in the chair at the
time when a division is taking place could lose the
opportunity to vote for their party. At any time when a
division is taking place either I or the Deputy Speaker
will be in the chair. I ask anybody to whom I spoke to
take that into account.

That —
(1) Mr Angus, Ms Hennessey, Mr Morris and Mr Scott be
members of the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee.
(2) Ms Campbell, Mr Eren, Mr Gidley, Mr Nardella and
Mr Watt be members of the Scrutiny of Acts and
Regulations Committee.

Motion agreed to.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
Adjournment

PETITION
Following petition presented to house:

Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) — I
move:

Dromana: stormwater drain
To the Legislative Assembly of Victoria:

That the house, at its rising, adjourn until Tuesday, 1 March
2011.

The petition of the residents and visitors of Nepean electorate
in Victoria draws to the attention of the house the unsightly
health hazard and unsafe stormwater drain and associated
pond and scour channel adjacent to the pier at Dromana. The
damage this ugly and dangerous drain causes to the beach at
this popular venue has marred the enjoyment of this locality
by the community for many years and is worsening.

Motion agreed to.

The petitioners therefore request that the Legislative
Assembly of Victoria request Melbourne Water to urgently
rectify the hazard of this drain ahead of the celebrations to
recognise Dromana’s 150 years as a township in 2011 and
implement measures to ensure the drain outlet is relocated or
otherwise reduce its damaging impact on the beach.

Mr TREZISE (Geelong) — On Wednesday,
2 February 2011, I had the pleasure of attending the
inaugural meeting of Bravehearts in Geelong. For the
information of the house, Bravehearts is an organisation
committed to the protection of children from sexual
assault and the provision of support and services to
those children and their families.

By Mr MORRIS (Mornington) (1386 signatures).
Tabled.
Ordered that petition be considered next day on
motion of Mr MORRIS (Mornington).

DOCUMENTS
Tabled by Clerk:
Ombudsman — Investigation into the probity of the Hotel
Windsor redevelopment — Ordered to be printed.
Parliamentary Committees Act 2003 — Government
response to the Law Reform Committee’s Report on the
Inquiry into Powers of Attorney.

MEMBERS STATEMENTS
Bravehearts: Geelong

Bravehearts was first established by a former Geelong
woman, Hetty Johnston, in 1997 following the
disclosure from her then seven-year-old daughter that
she had been sexually assaulted by a family member.
Since that time the drive and commitment of Hetty
Johnston and supporters has seen Bravehearts grow
across the country.
The Bravehearts launch was very well attended by
around 100 people from all walks of life throughout the
community. Cr John Mitchell, mayor of Geelong,
welcomed people to Bravehearts and commended them
on their work. Those present then heard from Hetty
Johnston, who congratulated those involved in
Bravehearts Geelong.
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Without wanting to single out any individuals, I would
like to commend Mr Ross Synot for his initiative,
commitment and enthusiasm in the establishment of
this important organisation in Geelong. I look forward
to working with Ross and his team over the coming
years in further establishing Bravehearts in our fair city.

Brian O’Sullivan
Mr WALSH (Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security) — Today I would like the house to note the
passing of Brian O’Sullivan on 29 December 2010.
Brian was born in Hopetoun on 9 August 1943. He was
raised on a wheat, sheep and cattle farm at
Patchewollock. Brian spent his whole life in that
community, until the last few years when he moved
south to work on a property close to Yea.
The issue that I would like to highlight about Brian
today is that he had a lifelong commitment not only to
his community but to The Nationals, of which he was a
member for 43 years. He held many office-bearer
positions throughout that time. Most importantly he
spent six years as the state president of The Nationals
between 1995 and 2001 and made a fantastic
contribution to our party.
I think the thing that most people in country Victoria
and particularly in The Nationals will remember Brian
for is that he was a great raconteur, a great storyteller,
as is often the case with people from country Victoria.
When Brian unfortunately fell ill with cancer he had
just purchased a new four-wheel-drive ute. He loved to
go north and travel in the outback of Australia. He was
planning a trip to Lake Eyre, taking younger people of
the Patchewollock district with him. Unfortunately he
could not do that.

Moreland Eagles Football Club
Ms GARRETT (Brunswick) — I rise to
acknowledge and offer congratulations on the
establishment of yet another fine sporting club for kids
in the Moreland area. The Moreland Eagles soccer club
was established earlier this year. I had the privilege of
attending the opening, on Australia Day, and the gala
event night. Representatives from Europe came over to
celebrate this opening.
The club will provide sporting activities for
under-18s, under-16s, under-12s, under-10s
and under-8s in both girls and boys soccer. This is yet
another example of how grassroots kids sport in the
area is helping to bring the community together and to
give kids an active and healthy outlet and activity.
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I would like to congratulate the president of the
Moreland Eagles soccer club, George Yurtseven, for
his extraordinary efforts in bringing the club together,
and I look forward to attending many matches in this
area. Moreland is the fastest growing soccer-playing
community in Victoria — which you would not be
surprised to hear — and it is terrific that such a
community facility will be available to more kids from
more homes, providing healthy activities for them. So,
thank you.

Australia Day: City of Manningham
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Mental
Health) — I rise to congratulate two citizens who have
enriched community life in my electorate of Doncaster.
On Australia Day, Brother Sean Keefe was announced
as the Manningham Citizen of the Year. Brother Sean is
a humble leader. He is also a Donvale resident and the
chaplain at Whitefriars College. He is actively involved
in so many aspects of community life, volunteering his
time and skills to many local activities and
organisations.
His commitment to young people is particularly
outstanding, with his work in the Kiwanis club, Drive
Alive Today Tomorrow, Responsible Driving, Making
Wiser Choices Committee and Walk the Torque.
Brother Sean also supports and assists Doncare and
Manningham Promoting Character. Brother Sean and I
have been involved in many activities together and I
have always delighted in supporting his many and
varied contributions.
The Young Citizen of the Year was Stephanie Youssef,
who has just graduated from Koonung Secondary
College. She has been a member of the senior concert
band and has been a year-10 mentor. Stephanie also
participated in the Koonung World Challenge in which
students raised funds to travel to Vietnam and
Cambodia to build a school.
Stephanie has been a member of the scouts and the
Fresh Youth Theatre, as well as a volunteer with
St John Ambulance, and has supported children’s and
youth programs with the Deep Creek Anglican Church.
Both Brother Sean and Stephanie are worthy recipients
of these honours, and they are to be congratulated for
their genuine care for others. They serve as outstanding
role models for all of us in the Manningham
community.

Ray Cody
Mr PALLAS (Tarneit) — I rise to speak to the
house about Ray Cody, who is a local constituent and
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Labor Party stalwart of Werribee. Ray is here in the
Assembly today.
Ray is of a generation of Australians who started work
at the tender age of 14 years, and he began as a shop
assistant in Ballarat. Ray was a member of a union from
the age of 14 until his retirement at the age of 60. Ray
moved to Werribee in 1962, together with his wife, Pat,
and their young family. In 1971 Ray became a member
of the Werribee branch of the Labor Party and of course
remembers his main duty as letterboxing.
Ray has been a member of the executive branch of the
party since 1970, and over the years has pretty much
held every position. Ray has been involved in
organising campaigns for Jack Jamieson, in a
by-election for Tony Robinson in 1976 and for Ken
Coghill in 1979. Ray has held positions on the state
electorate campaign committee and our federal
electorate assembly committees. Ray remains an active
member of the Labor Party. He really is a diamond in
the rough; a demonstration of what it means to take
your representative role in the labour movement
seriously.
I extend my sincere congratulations to Ray Cody on his
40-year membership of the Australian Labor Party. He
is a true diamond in the rough and a testament to what
is means to be a political believer.

Schools: flood and storm damage
Mr DIXON (Minister for Education) — I would
like to take this opportunity to draw the attention of the
house to the magnificent work done by principals,
teachers, students, my department and the broader
community in ensuring that most Victorian government
schools were open and ready to receive students for the
start of the school year following the recent rain and
floods. In the floods 10 government schools sustained
damage. Once floodwaters receded assessors were
deployed and repairs were effected immediately.
Department regional officers did a great job to enable
this to happen, and in some cases alternative provision
had to be made. There has been and still is some
disruption to school bus routes due to the state of many
roads.
In the storms last Friday approximately 164 schools
sustained some level of damage, but as at today only a
few are yet to open. Once again alternative
accommodation was quickly organised.
I can assure all school communities that this
government will support them. We will make good the
damage and maintain all current levels of funding, even
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if enrolments drop as families move out of some rural
flood-affected communities. At a recent visit to
Rochester I was amazed to see how much restoration
had occurred and how the total community had pitched
in to help. People whose businesses were affected went
to school clean-up working bees, and teachers whose
houses were flooded went to their school to pitch in.
They were an inspiration to all.

Australia Day: Jagajaga federal electorate
Mr CARBINES (Ivanhoe) — I rise to address the
house about the 2011 Jagajaga community Australia
Day awards. These awards were hosted by our local
federal member for Jagajaga, the Honourable Jenny
Macklin, MP. For nearly 20 years these awards have
recognised the outstanding contribution of many
citizens in our community, including the Ivanhoe
electorate. Award recipients are nominated by their
peers, and I was pleased to attend the awards ceremony
at the Heidelberg town hall last month.
Today I pay tribute to two members of the Olympic
Village Combined Pensioners Association, Don Carr
and Elaine Medley. The citation for Elaine Medley
reads as follows:
Elaine is an important member of the Olympic Village
Combined Pensioners Association and is known as a quiet
achiever who always extends a supporting hand to those
around her.
Elaine acts as a highly efficient treasurer for the club and is
always contributing her time to their many and varied social
events.
Admired in her local community for her spirit of friendship
and caring nature, Elaine is especially famous for her Shrove
Tuesday pancake tossing.

Don Carr’s citation reads:
Don Carr is known as ‘the handyman’ to the members of the
Olympic Village Combined Pensioners Association, because
he is always willing to lend a hand.
Don has been a member of the association for eight years,
extending his caring nature to visiting club members in
hospital, escorting members to medical appointments and
helping members who catch the bus to and from meetings.
Don loves a chat, and his colleagues love his compassionate
and understanding company.

I congratulate Don Carr and Elaine Medley. They are a
credit to their club and its members. I pay tribute to all
award recipients of the 2011 Jagajaga community
Australia Day awards. The Ivanhoe electorate is a better
place for their dedication and hard work.
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Floods: waterways management
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — There is a need to clarify
the management of waterways in Victoria following the
recent floods. In north-eastern Victoria concerns raised
have included the massive build-up of debris and silt in
waterways, especially the King River and Broken River
immediately downstream of Benalla. There have also
been many concerns about the willow removal
program, in particular the failure to put in place
adequate alternative bank stabilisation measures
following the removal of the willows. I should note that
the North East Catchment Management Authority is
conducting its own review of waterway management
and willow removal, and its work will be of great
benefit. Another issue is the need for many millions of
dollars to be made available to catchment management
authorities and land-holders to repair the damaged
waterways.
I wish to congratulate the Premier and the Deputy
Premier on their outstanding, decisive and
compassionate leadership during the recent floods.
They have literally been everywhere, hearing and
seeing firsthand the problems being experienced by
flood-affected people and then promptly putting in
place appropriate assistance measures. Many
government and other non-government MPs have also
pitched in, as have government agencies and
non-government agencies. But of course the key
players in the flood response are the affected
individuals and communities, with volunteer input and
community generosity being the most outstanding and
positive feature of the floods. I thank them and say well
done to everyone.

Australia Day: Shire of Yarra Ranges
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — On Australia Day,
along with many other parliamentary colleagues,
including you, Deputy Speaker, I attended the Yarra
Ranges council Australia Day awards. I want to
congratulate a number of people. Certificates of
recognition were presented to Ian and Jean Blencowe of
Kalorama, who have breathed new life into the
wonderful Farndons Hall; Paula Herlihy for her work in
education, community development and protection of
the environment and local history, particularly around
Mount Evelyn; Kurt Tebbut for his tireless work in
Montrose for the Thompson Road Landcare Group and
the Montrose Township Group, particularly in tackling
graffiti; Graeme Young for his dedicated work at Pinks
Reserve and his sport of softball; and David Dobson for
his efforts in helping to stop the expansion of Montrose
Quarry and his work with the Friends of Richards
Reserve and the Montrose Township Group.
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Robert Pergl, a future leader in protecting the
Dandenongs, was awarded the young environmental
achiever of the year award. The environmental achiever
of the year award was presented to Carol Seager for her
Kallista wildlife shelter. The mayor’s lifetime
achievement award was presented to Betty Marsden,
who has been a hugely influential advocate for the
environment. It was a richly deserved award. The
citizen of the year award went to Mark Addison for his
passion for and dedication to Upwey. Mark is involved
in the Upwey Township Group, the Upwey RSL and
the Upwey graffiti group. He established and helped to
run the Upwey Billy Cart Race, is involved in the
Upwey community hall and established the Grassroots
Community Market. The award was given particularly
for his support of young people in the region.
Congratulations to Mark and all the award recipients.

Schools: Mount Waverley electorate
Mr GIDLEY (Mount Waverley) — I rise today to
address the work of schools and school communities in
Mount Waverley. Over the past four weeks I have been
privileged to visit many schools and witness the great
work that is being done in those schools by the school
communities. They include parent organisations and
other volunteer organisations whose members in many
cases have used the school infrastructure to run
volunteer programs. The volunteer programs are
important. They mean that families whose members
may be working can provide their children with
programs run by volunteers over the school holiday
period at Mount Waverley Secondary College, Syndal
South Primary School, Glen Waverley Secondary
College and others. During those visits I also witnessed
the dedication of teachers and other school
professionals. The preparation has been done. I wish to
put on record my thanks to the schools and the school
communities for the work they have done in preparing
kids to come back to school and I wish them all the best
for term 1.

Rail: premium stations
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — As we all
know, the Minister for Public Transport has reneged on
a promise he gave the day before last year’s election to
continue the planned upgrade of 20 stations across
Melbourne to premium status. It is concerning that one
of the first acts of this new Liberal government has
been to punish suburban commuters by slashing an
extremely popular and necessary program. Premium
stations are staffed from first until last train seven days
per week. They provide indoor seating areas for
travellers and include a range of safety upgrades, which
all combine to provide a safer, more efficient travelling
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experience for commuters. While the minister does not
value these improvements, the feedback that I have
received from commuters on the Frankston and
Sandringham lines this week certainly suggests that
train users are outraged by the scrapping of the
upgrades and do not understand why they are being
punished by this Liberal government which promised to
fix the problems, not make them worse.
Highett station is one of the 20 stations on the
minister’s hit list. Yesterday concerned residents were
at Highett station distributing a petition calling on this
Liberal government to keep its promise to fix the
problems by continuing the rollout of premium stations
on the Frankston line. One of the residents collecting
signatures was approached by an elderly commuter
who asked, ‘Why is the Liberal government punishing
local residents like me who use Highett station?’. That
question, put by a victim of the Minister for Public
Transport’s policy on public transport, sums up
perfectly the sense of disbelief at the swiftness with
which this Liberal government has moved to punish
commuters.

Members: inaugural speeches
Ms MILLER (Bentleigh) — Last night the last of
my new fellow parliamentary colleagues delivered their
inaugural speech. This is an important rite of passage
for incoming members of the Parliament, as it allows us
to articulate clearly areas of policy about which we are
passionate as well as outlining the diverse backgrounds
and history we have brought into this place. I would
like to place on record my appreciation of what we
have heard from my new government colleagues. It is
clear that we come to this chamber with a real desire to
make a difference and to effect change in areas such as
education, health, small business and crime and safety.
I hope it is also obvious that we are going to be fearless
advocates for the communities we represent.

Ormond Primary School: student leadership
Ms MILLER — I congratulate James Nash and
Bridget Schwerdt as the new student leaders at the
Ormond Primary School for 2011. It is a great honour
to be recognised as a leader amongst your peers within
the community. I am confident they will perform well
in their leadership roles.

Floods: Bentleigh fundraising
Ms MILLER — On Sunday, 16 January, I attended
the Bentleigh Sunday market which is run by the
Rotary Club of Bentleigh Moorabbin Central. I
congratulate the president, Peter O’Brien, and all the
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Rotarians for donating all funds raised on entry to the
recently flood-affected Victorians.

Rosa and Frank Buggee
Ms MILLER — I congratulate Rosa and Frank
Buggee on celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary
last month. What a wonderful milestone they have
reached in life. I wish them both very well for their
future anniversaries.

Bill Comerford
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine) — Today I rise to pay
tribute to a great community leader in the Queenscliff
and Point Lonsdale area, Bill Comerford. Bill has been
a stalwart in the communities of Queenscliff and Point
Lonsdale spanning a period of over 60 years. In
recognition of his enormous contribution Bill received
an Order of Australia medal as part of the 2011
Australia Day honours. This prestigious and
well-deserved award honours Bill’s lifetime of service
to the community, including his 40 years with Point
Lonsdale Surf Lifesaving Club, board member roles
with the Queenscliff football and netball clubs, his role
as chairman of the Queenscliff Point Lonsdale sports
network, presidency of Queenscliff Sports Club, a
member of the community development committee for
Queenscliff Borough Council from 1998 to 2009 and
his role on the committee that established the
Queenscliff seafood festival. Bill is also a life member
of the Victorian Water Polo Institute and he also served
in the position of secretary for a total of 16 years. He
was also the Queenscliff Citizen of the Year in 2000.
I have had the pleasure to work closely with Bill over
the last eight years on securing the future of the
Queenscliff sports centre. His passion and advocacy
resulted in funding being provided in 2007 towards the
upgrade of this important community facility. Bill
would say his work would only be possible because of
the support and efforts of his wife Peg, who also makes
a huge contribution to the local community. I thank him
for the great work that he has done to make the
Queenscliff and Point Lonsdale community a better
place. I also thank him for his friendship.
Congratulations, Bill, on a well-deserved award.

Eastern Emergency Relief Network
Ms RYALL (Mitcham) — I would like to bring to
the attention of the house the magnificent work of the
Eastern Emergency Relief Network in the Mitcham
electorate. It is a charitable organisation that was
established when local welfare groups recognised the
need in the city of Whitehorse for a central source of
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emergency aid to those less fortunate in the community.
Eastern Emergency Relief Network makes available
furniture and household items, including food parcels,
to those in need in our local community. It is run
completely by volunteers, and I pay tribute to the
60 men and women who donate their time, experience
and knowledge to assist their fellow community
members when they are in need. Eastern Emergency
Relief Network epitomises community spirit and
mateship, and we should be proud of those who
contribute their time and efforts in providing a vital and
necessary community service. I commend the work of
the Eastern Emergency Relief Network, and I say thank
you to all involved.

Rail: St Albans level crossing
Ms KAIROUZ (Kororoit) — Since my election in
2006 one of the most pressing issues my constituents
have come to me about has been the need to upgrade
the level crossing at the St Albans railway station on
Main Road. In consultation with many community
groups, including the St Albans Traders Association, I
worked to ensure that this voice was heard loud and
clear within government. At the recent state election I
was proud to announce that Labor would commit
$82.5 million in partnership with the federal
government to deliver this much-needed upgrade to
improve congestion and safety for our community.
Unfortunately this commitment is now in danger of not
being delivered under the newly elected Baillieu
Liberal government. I would hope the Liberal
government can put aside political interests and commit
to the funding of this much-needed upgrade for western
suburbs commuters. I urge the Liberal government to
immediately seek talks with the federal government to
ensure that this grade separation can go ahead as
planned.
The people of Kororoit have an expectation that this
grade separation will proceed regardless of who is in
power. It is one of the most dangerous crossings in the
metropolitan area. With all the relevant planning and
consultation completed, there can be no excuse for
delay or deferment. If this Liberal government is
serious about public transport and upgrading
infrastructure in the west, it will immediately fund this
project.

Water: food bowl modernisation project
Mr McCURDY (Murray Valley) — I wish to raise
the issue of the food bowl modernisation project in
northern Victoria. In relation to honouring another
coalition election promise, I reflect on the many
concerns that have been raised with me over the last
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12 months. In particular the issues focus on the
Northern Victoria Irrigation Renewal Project and
Goulburn-Murray Water. Across the Murray Valley
electorate and in other areas of northern Victoria,
people have been discussing the lengthy time frames to
complete projects, management issues and the lack of
consultation with farmers about how the projects will
affect their businesses. An inquiry will be conducted by
the Ombudsman, and it is now available to receive
submissions. Submissions should be in writing, but it is
also important to contact the Ombudsman’s office to
clarify how people may be able to make a verbal
submission.
Northern Victoria has seen major works carried out,
particularly on farms and within local shires, to make
water savings. The concerns raised are substantial, so
people should not miss this opportunity to have a say
now. We have committed to ensuring there will be a
transparent process so that farmers can have a greater
say in the projects earmarked for their respective farms
and communities. Now is the time for them to have
input either as individuals or groups. This process will
be available for a limited time. The broad powers held
by the Ombudsman will allow him to investigate all
concerns raised. Farmers, contractors and other
business leaders need to talk to each other and to any
affected groups in their regions to encourage others to
have their say.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

William Ruthven College: funding
Ms HALFPENNY (Thomastown) — I wish to
draw to the attention of the Minister for Education the
circumstances of William Ruthven College in
Reservoir. This school has been created from a merger
of Lakeside Secondary College, Merrilands College
and Ruthven Primary School. Labor government funds
have been provided to build and relocate the primary
school and also to make plans for the redevelopment of
the secondary school.
In this Parliament we have heard many members of the
Liberal Party talk about governing for all Victorians,
the importance of education to improve an individual’s
circumstance and the belief that opportunity should be
given to those who take it — those who seek to better
themselves. The school community of William
Ruthven College is doing just that. The dedicated
principal, Karen Money, as well as teachers, staff,
students and parents are committed to rebuilding the
school, not just the bricks and mortar. They are
revitalising the curriculum and teaching methods as
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well as developing innovative community partnerships.
However, the facilities will not allow the
transformation.

stop the expansion of the Montrose Quarry. David is
also a member of the Montrose Township Group and
actively works on graffiti eradication.

The commitment I am seeking on behalf of the whole
school community is for the Baillieu coalition
government to fund the work needed to give our local
children the opportunities that others take for granted.
We ask the Minister for Education, a former school
principal, to come and see for himself the wonderful
work that is being done. I ask that the minister reply to
the invitations extended to him and visit the school.
Then we can only hope that, having seen for himself the
performance and the potential at William Ruthven
College, he will ensure the government’s
multimillion-dollar axe will not — —

Brian Le Vier has been involved with the Lilydale
Youth Club for 33 years, helping to train young people
in boxing. During this time he has trained many
champions. Although he is retired, he continues helping
young people at the club.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

Australia Day: Shire of Yarra Ranges
Mr HODGETT (Kilsyth) — I was delighted to
attend the Yarra Ranges Shire Council Australia Day
awards at Mont De Lancey Historical Home and
Museum. The awards presented the opportunity to
celebrate the achievements of a number of individuals
and community groups who have made a significant
contribution to the Yarra Ranges municipality, a
community that, as a local resident, I am extremely
proud to be part of. I have had the pleasure of working
closely with some of this year’s award recipients, and I
have seen first hand their outstanding achievements. I
pay tribute to four outstanding individuals who received
Certificates of Recognition awards.
Curt Tebbutt has been an active member of the
Thompsons Road Landcare group for many years,
working on weed eradication. He has also been a
member of the Montrose Township Group, including a
term as president. Curt spends hours each week
working on graffiti eradication to ensure the Montrose
township is kept looking good.
Graeme Young is a member of the Friends of Elizabeth
Bridge Reserve group, where he carries out valuable
maintenance as well as donating countless hours of
gardening. Graeme is also involved with Pinks Reserve,
where he has donated his time and efforts. As a softball
coach and club member, Graeme has also contributed
to the sporting community.
David Dobson’s community commitment is diverse. He
has spent hours working with the Friends of Richards
Reserve on weed removal. He was also president of the
STOP Montrose Quarry Expansion group working to

I congratulate all of this year’s award recipients, and I
thank them for their efforts to make Yarra Ranges the
wonderful community it is.

Cairn Curran Reservoir: water release
Ms EDWARDS (Bendigo West) — Following the
devastating floods in January, I was invited to
Baringhup West to visit the property of Mark Yarwood,
who lives downstream from Cairn Curran Reservoir on
the Loddon River. Along about a 15-kilometre length
of the Loddon River from the gates of Cairn Curran
there has been an extreme and unprecedented level of
environmental destruction. The environment in this area
is unrecognisable to the photos I was shown of the river
and the riverbank prior to the flood.
The release of 80 000 megalitres of water from Cairn
Curran on 14 January, just prior to the significant rain
event of the following days, was a tsunami. A release of
this quantity of water was unheard of, and it flowed
with such speed and force that it created giant craters
along the banks of the river, altered the flow of water in
some areas and has damaged the entire ecosystem
along this section of the river. There has been loss of
native platypus habitat, birdlife, native grasses and river
red gums that were over 100 years old. The giant trees
have been uprooted and they disappeared downstream.
The whole environment along the river has been
altered.
Mark Yarwood and Cathy McCallum from the
Baringhup Landcare Group met with me and John
Lenders, shadow Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security and shadow Minister for Water, last Friday.
Mark said that the environmental effects of the flooding
were an unspoken issue so far and that the clean-up
would be a massive task. I agree with him. In fact the
Loddon River may take decades to recover and
regenerate. Cathy told us it had been heart-wrenching
for many people who live along the Loddon River and
use the river. While we all acknowledge the loss of
private property, homes, businesses, livestock and
livelihoods from the recent floods, it is incumbent upon
us all to acknowledge the devastation caused to the
environment at Baringhup West.
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Vietnam veterans: Seymour memorial
Ms McLEISH (Seymour) — I rise to acknowledge
the Mitchell sub-branch of the Vietnam Veterans
Association of Australia and its remarkable effort to
commemorate in perpetuity all Australians who served
in Vietnam. Ross Stewart, John Phoenix, Ross Gregson
and his wife, Denise, plus other committee members
are integral to the development and construction of a
300-metre commemorative walk which is currently
under way in the town of Seymour. All 60 254 men
who served their nation in Vietnam are worthy of such
recognition. The individual naming of Vietnam
veterans is itself unique in Australia.
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They have essentially helped to dictate and inform
Liberal policy, which is to reject the encouragement of
high-rise, high-density developments along tramlines.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The
member’s time has expired.

CONDOLENCES
Natural disasters: Australia
Debate resumed from 8 February 2011; motion of
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier):
That this house:

The walk will feature an interpretive centre and a plinth
with names listed under the heading ‘Killed in action’.
All others will have their names inscribed on a wall
divided only by the service in which they served. To
create the feel of Vietnam, native grasses and trees that
resemble rice paddies and rubber trees will line the
meandering pathway. It is anticipated that military
artefacts will also be displayed.
The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and I announced that
the Liberal-Nationals coalition government will provide
$1.2 million to assist this honourable project which will
set the Seymour township apart and provide a needed
tourism injection. Members of the public can assist with
the construction by buying a paver to commemorate a
loved one or represent their own service or unit. The
ongoing commitment and dedication of the Mitchell
sub-branch is to be commended.

Margot Carroll
Mr NEWTON-BROWN (Prahran) — I rise to
recognise the work of local resident Margot Carroll in
the fight against the Orrong towers project in Orrong
Road. This may be an unusual motion in that Margot
Carroll is a member of the ALP, but she was a strident
critic of the high-rise, high-density policies of the
previous government.
I have been involved in many residents groups,
meetings and organisations over the years in my work
as a local councillor previously, and the Orrong Group
is one of the most organised, most dedicated and most
effective groups I have ever come across. This group
essentially prevented a 16-storey cluster of buildings
being erected in the neighbouring electorate of
Malvern, the electorate of the Minister for Gaming,
which sits on the border with Prahran. This group ran a
magnificent campaign. They made this an issue in the
state election campaign and contributed significantly to
my success in winning Prahran in the 2010 election.

(1) notes the extraordinary series of recent devastating
weather events and natural disasters that have impacted
so heavily upon so many Australians, particularly in
Queensland, in Western Australia and multiple events in
Victoria;
(2) expresses its sympathy to the families and friends of
those whose lives have been lost and to those who have
lost property, income and businesses, in particular in our
farming communities — many of whom still remain
isolated;
(3) notes the huge damage done in Victoria to homes,
community facilities, roads, bridges, infrastructure, town
and rural levees, businesses and particularly to the
agricultural sector;
(4) notes the ready response of the Australian Defence
Force and federal government agencies to the Victorian
government’s requests for emergency assistance;
(5) sincerely thanks all those emergency services personnel
including Victoria Police, volunteers in the State
Emergency Service, Country Fire Authority, Red Cross,
Salvation Army, Rotary, Lions and other community
and service groups, the Victorian Farmers Federation,
Victorian Employers Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and other industry groups, and the many local
government councillors, officers and council workers
and businesses that have fought so hard to protect
communities and to assist those who have been affected;
(6) commits to do whatever is possible within the capacity
of government to provide relief and recovery services,
and assistance to see these communities rebuilt, with
maximum input from local resources; and
(7) undertakes to ensure the preparation and response to the
Victorian events are appropriately reviewed, and that
affected communities are given the opportunity to make
submissions with a view to mitigating such events in
future.

Dr SYKES (Benalla) — I rise to contribute to the
debate and discussion on the floods and natural
disasters from the perspective of my constituents in
north-eastern Victoria. I wish to express my sympathy
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and concern for the many people who have been
affected by the recent floods. The focus in most recent
times — and rightly so — has been on the massive
flood damage in north-western Victoria, more recently
in Melbourne, West Gippsland and of course
Queensland.
We should not forget the impact of the floods in
north-eastern Victoria and the many people who have
been knocked around by them, in some cases three or
four times. The extent of the floods in north-eastern
Victoria included the Upper Murray and the Tallangatta
area. In the electorate of Benalla the Kiewa Valley had
massive downpours which impacted on the Kiewa
River itself and, importantly, during the October and
December floods there was massive damage to the
tributaries flowing into the Kiewa. Many people were
isolated and a large amount of damage was done to
roads and bridges.
The Ovens Valley was particularly knocked around by
the September floods, and follow-up floods have
exacerbated that damage. People such as Clive and
Anne Browne have properties that suffered particularly
severely, but there are many cases of hardship that have
been identified in that area. The upper King Valley
around Whitfield and Cheshunt was particularly badly
knocked around.
An iconic example of the damage in that area has been
the damage to the Gentle Annie Bridge at Whitfield.
Many people in the King Valley have been knocked
around by flood damage not only to their properties and
assets but also to their waterways. People in the King,
Kiewa and Ovens valleys are already hurting from the
10 or 12 years of drought which many have been
through, and many of the people in those valleys have
also had to deal with the sudden cessation of the
tobacco industry I think three years ago now. For a lot
of those people normal life has been suspended, and the
damage to their property and assets as a result of these
floods has really knocked them around emotionally.
Properties in the vicinity of upper Ryans Creek and
Fifteen Mile Creek also sustained extensive damage,
with hop farms around upper Fifteen Mile Creek being
particularly badly damaged in the September floods. In
Benalla we escaped above-the-floor inundation, as did
people in Wangaratta generally. However, it would be
fair to say that there were a fair number of nervous
people in both Benalla and Wangaratta, particularly in
September and also as recently as last weekend, when
the water was rising. To their credit the State
Emergency Service and other authorities held a public
meeting in Benalla last weekend, and once people were
told that the floods were only going to be minor there
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was a collective sigh of relief and people went home
knowing they could sleep that night.
People in Benalla were sensitised by the 1993 floods,
which caused a great deal of distress because many
people were caught unawares. The first time they were
aware of the flood was when they got out of bed in the
middle of the night to go to the toilet and instead of
putting their foot onto dry carpet they put their foot into
6 inches of water. That had a very significant impact on
people emotionally and financially, and that impact is
still there. Whenever there is heavy rain there are a lot
of very nervous people in Benalla, particularly older
people. Further south there was flash flooding along
Seven Creek and Castle Creek in the Euroa area,
particularly in September but not so much since then.
Down Avenel way there was also heavy run-off on a
couple of occasions. In the Goulburn River downstream
of Eildon and the upper Goulburn River around
Jamieson there were also problems.
We have worn our fair share of trouble, and a number
of the issues that have come out of the floods in
north-eastern Victoria have also been reflected
elsewhere. One of the issues is the effectiveness of the
early warning systems. I live on the Holland Creek. My
property has been under three times. I have dealt with
that. My most reliable warning system, which enables
me to move my livestock off the flood plains ahead of
the flood, is my neighbour upstream saying, ‘Bill, the
creek has broken its banks at our place. Expect it to
come over to your place in about 12 to 14 hours time’.
That is my warning system.
In times gone by that warning system was supported by
a fax stream of information for people along the river,
which gave you a heads-up that heavy weather was
coming, and then you got progressive updates on
increases in river heights. That simple system seems to
have disappeared over the last two or three floods, so
we have had to revert back to the old telephone tree and
self-reliance. It does work well, but with modern
technology and the ability to SMS there is a need to
improve the early warning systems. I think my
colleague the member for Rodney raised that issue in
relation to the flooding of Rochester. We are not using
our capacity to provide prior warning appropriately.
A lot of effort has been put into the recovery effort.
There are still issues about the grants, with some people
falling through the cracks. We have had clean-up grants
of $15 000 for affected land-holders and businesses,
and that has been increased to $25 000 by the
Baillieu-Ryan government. The clean-up grant is
available on multiple occasions if you are unlucky
enough to have been hit more than once, which many
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have. But there are some people still falling through the
cracks, and they are the people who have moderate
sized properties but earn off-farm income; because they
do not earn 51 per cent of their income from primary
production or a business, those people are missing out,
despite often having experienced extensive damage to
their property and assets and the waterway which flows
through their place.
A particular subgroup of those people are the former
tobacco farmers who, because their properties are not
large, were able to make a viable income growing
tobacco, but since that time they have not had a viable
property. They have been forced to go off-farm to
generate income and in doing that fail to meet the
criteria of earning 51 per cent of their money on the
farm. That is an issue that needs addressing, and I know
that the Deputy Premier and the Premier are aware of
these issues. I expect them to do what can be done
bearing in mind that you do have to draw a line
somewhere. If you live on flood plains, you do expect
to get flooded, but we want to make sure that the
assistance measures we provide are equitable and that
everyone gets a fair helping hand from the broader
community.
I should also acknowledge that we have been very
fortunate to have a number of ministers visit the area
and gain firsthand knowledge of the problems. The
Deputy Premier, before being elected to that position,
visited the Ovens Valley in September, a visit that was
much appreciated. More recently we had the Minister
for Environment and Climate Change visit the
electorate and do a flyover of the affected areas in the
company of the CEO of the North East Catchment
Management Authority. We then had an on-the-ground
meeting with people in the King Valley. The minister
saw firsthand the extent of the damage to the waterways
and understood why we were making pleas for a
substantial increase in the amount of money available
to repair the waterways for the benefit of everyone, not
just the adjoining land-holders.
We also had a visit from the Minister for Agriculture
and Food Security, who is also the Minister for Water
and the member for Swan Hill. Again he was in tune
with the issues that were impacting on our electorate —
and this was back in December — perhaps not
appreciating that only a few weeks later his own
electorate would be subjected to one of the biggest
floods in history.
The net result is that a lot of people have been affected.
There has been a substantial response on the part of
government, both the outgoing government and the
new Baillieu-Ryan government. But there has also been
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a fantastic effort by our volunteer services — the State
Emergency Service, supported by the Country Fire
Authority, the Red Cross and the community in general.
Times are tough, but we will get through them. The
main challenge is for people to pull themselves together
and support each other, not just financially but also
emotionally because there are a lot of fragile people out
there. On Monday, prior to coming down to Melbourne,
I had a person whom I would consider a very stable
person come into my office and say, ‘Bill, I have had
enough. I have been able to battle and do the recovery
after the last four, but this is the fifth hit. I am now
coming and asking for help’. We need to extend that
help. The community needs to bind together; I am sure
we will. I look forward to working with the community
to ensure the best outcomes for the people in my
electorate.
Mr HELPER (Ripon) — Nobody could commence
a contribution to the subject matter before the house
without extending our heartfelt condolences to those
families, those communities and those friends who have
lost loved ones in recent natural disasters. Of course our
thoughts go out to our own communities, and as the
previous speaker related his comments to the
communities in his electorate I will relate mine to the
communities in my electorate.
Our thanks go to the service clubs, to local government,
to the community in general and to the emergency
services, both volunteers and professionals, and to
government departments. It is not often recognised that
departments such as the Department of Primary
Industries put in an extraordinary effort in response to
natural disasters to work with landowners in terms of
animal welfare issues and getting their recovery going
as quickly as possible. To all of those people who have
undoubtedly worked beyond the call of duty,
particularly our volunteers, a heartfelt thankyou.
My concern goes out, as does the concern of other
members with affected communities, to farmers and
land-holders in terms of the damage that has been done
to them. It is quite a regular sight in driving around my
electorate to see people going through the tedious,
heartbreaking and backbreaking task of pulling debris
out of fences, re-erecting fences or otherwise
addressing the impact of the recent floods we have had.
My thoughts also go to the business community in my
electorate — be that the general business community or
particularly the tourism industry, which is an important
part of my electorate, as I know it is in many other
electorates. Across most of Victoria the industry has
been significantly affected. I will talk about that a little
later in relation to Halls Gap in particular.
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My heart also goes out to the residents in affected
communities, some facing the uncertainty of whether
they will get insurance coverage or not and others
facing the heartbreaking task of in effect disposing of
most of their life’s possessions. There has been nothing
more shattering than driving through Carisbrook and
seeing people’s lifetime of possessions effectively
being put on the nature strip for disposal by the council.
Those sorts of tasks must be really soul destroying.
In the electorate of Ripon a number of communities
were affected, including Carisbrook, Clunes, Beaufort,
Dunolly, Halls Gap, Glenorchy, Great Western,
Stawell, Skipton and others. Just reflecting a little on
Carisbrook and the comment I made earlier about my
thanks going to the community for its fantastic reaction
to these difficult circumstances, helping out neighbours
and helping out other communities, Carisbrook is a
fantastic example of that. Jefferson Hoober was
recognised as the Central Goldfields shire Citizen of the
Year at the recent Australia Day celebrations. He
headed up the Carisbrook Lions response to the
Carisbrook floods, which involved effectively
providing three meals a day to the Carisbrook
community so that not only were people able to be fed,
but more importantly, I believe, they were able to be
part of the companionship, the friendship, the sharing of
experiences and the sharing of stories about how to
move forward.
Before I move on from Carisbrook I would like to
make a comment about the insurance industry. In
Carisbrook the insurance industry has appointed a
hydrologist who is looking at — or was supposed to
have looked at, past tense, finished — the delineation
between flooding from the creek and inundation
coming from a different direction. My understanding is
that those inquiries by the insurance industry are
continuing. I put out a plea to the insurance industry to
accelerate that and to settle claims as quickly as
possible. Even while the hydrologist’s inquiries are
going on there are some instances where it is quite clear
cut that people are either eligible or not eligible for
insurance claims, and those claims should be settled as
quickly as possible. Can you imagine, Deputy Speaker,
the horror of not only having lost so many possessions
and being dislocated, often having sent children and
members of the family away to be accommodated a
long way away, but also having to live through the
uncertainty of not knowing whether an insurance
company is going to settle your claim or not. I do put
out a plea for the insurance industry to get on with it.
I also want to mention specifically the community of
Halls Gap, a community that relies very heavily,
disproportionately maybe, on the tourism industry.
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Members would be aware of the horrors of the
Grampians fires, after which the community put in a
terrific effort of recovery, and it now has to face the
impact of floods. Those floods have caused significant
landslips, and just last weekend, with predicted rains,
the authorities took the view that those landslips could
be retriggered and may cause human harm, and
therefore Halls Gap was evacuated. You can imagine
that that has a pretty devastating impact on a
community that relies so heavily on tourism.
I urge the new government to work with the community
of Halls Gap, both with support for the physical work
that is necessary to stabilise those landslips and to
ensure that every time there is a possibility of
significant rain Halls Gap does not have to be
evacuated. I urge the government to make the
investment of the undoubtedly enormous amounts of
money that will be necessary to stabilise those landslips
and also to work with the community to repair the
damage that has been done to the tourism industry as a
consequence of the recent climatic conditions.
I feel very much for the community of Glenorchy,
which suffered significantly in the earlier floods. To
again be inundated is a very sad circumstance for that
community. And that is very much the case with
Skipton as well. The Skipton community on the Emu
Creek has suffered repeated floods but displays an
extraordinary amount of resilience and bounces back. I
want to put in an advertisement for the Skipton flood
recovery appeal market that is on in Skipton this
Saturday. I encourage any member who is driving
through my beautiful electorate to drop in at Skipton
and empty out their wallets at the Skipton flood
recovery market.
I will conclude by again thanking all of the
organisations, and the individuals that make up those
organisations, for the extraordinary effort they have put
in. I express my concern for the hard work and the
untold difficulties that so many in our community will
face in the recovery. In that regard my heart goes out
particularly to sporting clubs. The Clunes football club,
for example, lost the surface of its oval. I hope the
government is able to support sporting clubs in their
recovery. To add insult to injury, when the club put
some of its equipment out to dry some scumbag
knocked off that equipment. One can see that these
events have brought out the best and the worst in
people.
Mr DELAHUNTY (Minister for Sport and
Recreation) — I rise to speak to the motion put forward
by the Premier and supported by other members of this
house. It is amazing that during the 11 years that I have
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been in this chamber we have gone through fires,
floods, storms and other activities which have shown
that we have unpredictable weather which causes a lot
of concern, particularly in rural and regional Victoria. I
know it has also impacted heavily on the metropolitan
area of Melbourne, as was seen last weekend.
I want to speak to this motion firstly for my electorate
of Lowan, which has been heavily impacted on by the
rains. The front page of the Wimmera Mail-Times dated
19 January carried the headline ‘It’s a record’ and
highlighted that we have gone from a record lack of
rain to record rainfall. It was predicted that the
Wimmera River would hit a 1-in-200-year level.
Thankfully it did not quite get to that height, but it did
break a record that had stood for a long time.
I want to say a big thankyou for the enormous effort put
in by the emergency services personnel, the council
staff and the volunteers. I particularly want to highlight
the volunteers. I have friends who live along the
Wimmera River — in fact I live there too — and one of
my friends there told me that the effort put in by the
council and by young volunteers who were driving
around asking people whether they wanted a hand and
lumping sandbags to protect assets, whether they were
houses or businesses, was very much appreciated.
In times of crisis we really come to the fore. The flood
area did not impact on a lot of people in Horsham, but a
lot of people there helped. Not only did they help in
Horsham, they helped in places like Glenorchy,
Dimboola and Jeparit. After sandbagging in Horsham
they would lift the sandbags and put them onto
pallets — it is pretty heavy work when they are wet —
which were loaded onto trucks and moved up to
Dimboola, and the same process went on. There was an
enormous effort put in there, and then a couple of days
later they moved them up to Jeparit. Thankfully most of
the assets were protected, but still houses and
businesses were inundated, and it has caused a lot of
angst for many people.
Importantly, as the member for Ripon spoke about, a lot
of people are concerned about what is going to happen
with insurance. I know the federal government is
looking into this issue, but a lot of people believed they
were insured. The fine print of the insurance policies
we take out is something that none of us looks at very
closely. It is very, very fine print that you need to look
at. Most people felt that they were insured.
The floods are impacting a lot on businesses like the
Willaura golf club. I have been right through my
electorate and all the towns that have been affected,
whether it be Wickliffe, Streatham or Dadswells
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Bridge. I have been to Glenorchy, which is in the seat
of Ripon, and to Horsham, Dimboola and Jeparit. All of
those communities were impacted on by the heavy
rainfall. I have visited many other areas across western
Victoria, including Halls Gap, which I will come back
to. There was an enormous impact there. They did not
get a lot of notice, so they did not have time to sandbag.
I do not think they would have been able to stop the
enormous force of the water that went through the
Grampians area.
In my role as Minister for Sport and Recreation I have
visited towns across particularly the north-east of
Victoria like Carisbrook, Newbridge, Bridgewater and
Charlton, and I have had reports coming in to my office
highlighting the enormous impact of floods on sporting
facilities.
I want to talk about some of the things in my area. The
reality is that there has been a lot of damage to
community assets, particularly our roads and some of
the bridges and culverts. There was no way that the
culverts or the bridges were going to handle the water
that had to go underneath them, so what happened?
Often the water just blew the bridges out of the way or
blew the culverts out of existence. That was the case
with the water moving along the Wimmera River. We
did not go too badly at Horsham. There was a bit of
blockage there, but at Dimboola and Jeparit there was
an enormous amount of material that went down the
river, whether it be trees, debris or that type of thing,
which blocked up many of the weirs that were open.
Unfortunately they could not handle the force of that
debris coming through.
In Jeparit, for instance, they got some big equipment
and took out part of the bank of the river so that the
water could flow through to Lake Hindmarsh. If there is
an upside to all of this, it is that Lake Hindmarsh is
nearly full. It was dry a couple of years ago, and here
we were thinking it would take 8 to 10 years to fill. It is
full now, and water is probably flowing out through
Outlet Creek. Hopefully some of the water will end up
at Lake Albacutya. There is enormous support for that
happening in the northern part of my electorate. There
has been tremendous damage to the weirs, and a lot of
money will be needed to help the recovery and put the
weirs back in place. They control the environmental
flows and all those types of things.
There is an upside, but I want to talk about the impact
of the floods on our community facilities. Our roads
have been terribly damaged. School groups are coming
to the Roses Gap Recreation Centre this week — the
member for Ripon has been dealing with this as well —
but you cannot get buses on the roads in there. They
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probably will not be able to get the roads fixed for
months, but the good work of Parks Victoria, the
Department of Sustainability and Environment,
VicRoads and others has led to the development of a
track to get around in there so that when the school
groups do come — and they are coming this week and
next week — they will be able to get in.
I went up to Halls Gap with the Minister for Tourism
and Major Events to have a look at the damage and also
to talk to the tourism operators up there. The enormous
force of the water has created new streams. New maps
will have to be designed to include these new water
routes. A rock came out of the mountains up high and
started rolling down, and that caused a river to form,
blowing trees and rocks 3 metres in diameter out of the
way. If that had hit the town, it would have caused a
major problem. Water went through the town and cut it
off for a day or so. It has caused enormous problems.
There has been a cumulative effect at Halls Gap. We
have had drought, numerous fires, the code red debacle
day — where people were told to get out of the town —
locusts, floods and last weekend there was a concern
that the storm that hit Melbourne and places like
Mildura could hit Halls Gap, so part of Halls Gap was
told to evacuate. We have the big jazz festival at Halls
Gap this weekend. Around 6000 people are expected to
attend, and people are very anxious about what is going
to happen. There are a lot of discussions that need to go
on between emergency services personnel, tourism
operators and, importantly, the Northern Grampians
Shire Council. I hope they can work through this in a
productive way.
I would like to return to the floods in my area. They
impacted on not only the town communities but also
heavily on our agricultural community. Agriculture has
a big bearing on our economic and employment
fortunes right across western Victoria. Around 80 per
cent of harvests had finished, even though we had the
rains in September which downgraded a lot of those
crops. Because of the prices and because of the
enormous potential there was in these crops — they
were expecting a couple of tonnes per hectare — there
was an enormous opportunity. Most of the farmers
were about 75 per cent to 80 per cent finished but there
were a lot who were not, so the floods had an enormous
impact.
When I flew over the area — and that was the only way
you could get around — it was just amazing to see this
big inland lake that went from Stawell to Glenorchy,
Rupanyup, Murtoa, Horsham and around the Wartook
Valley. It was just a big lake of water. The only way
that lake of water was going to get north to Hindmarsh
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was either via the Wimmera River through Horsham,
where there is a bit of a bottleneck, or up the
Yarriambiack Creek.
I would like to compliment the newspapers and radio
people who did an enormous amount of work in
keeping people informed. I will mention one article in
particular which appeared on the front page of the
Wimmera Mail-Times of 21 January 2011. It is titled
‘Cod found in Horsham street’. The caption underneath
the photograph reads:
Matt Kennedy found this 25.2 kilogram Murray cod in
Pepper Tree Lane, Horsham.

This enormous fish must have been blown out of the
river. I do not know how it got down to the Wimmera
River — —
Mr Weller — How big?
Mr DELAHUNTY — It was 25.2 kilograms. It is a
big fish. I cannot use props in this place unfortunately.
This gentleman caught it. It had been knocked around
because of all the floods. There were some interesting
stories, but what these newspaper articles also
highlighted is the work that must go on. I think we can
do better in relation to using local knowledge.
Ms Beattie interjected.
Mr DELAHUNTY — It is a pretty good fishing
story! I want to come back to the point. There was
damage to community assets, roads and other
infrastructure and sporting facilities right across the
state, particularly in the Loddon Mallee and Grampians
regions but also in the Barwon-South Western, Eastern
Metropolitan and Hume regions. All of these areas had
some damage to their sporting facilities. It is important
that we work together with the agencies, communities
and councils to make sure those communities recover
as quickly as they can.
I congratulate the Premier and the Deputy Premier for
the work they have done in getting around to the
affected areas and those ministers who have also visited
those communities. I am also glad to see the
implementation of grants programs to help in the
recovery phase. It is important that we move on, but we
do need to take on board the impact on these
communities.
Ms GRALEY (Narre Warren South) — I rise today
to speak on the condolence motion for the Victorian
floods. I recall, as many people of this house do, that it
was two years ago that a motion of condolence was
moved in this house for the victims of the Black
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Saturday bushfires. I recall quite vividly speaking of the
horrors of that tragic day that saw such loss of life and
real despair across the state. I also remember talking
about the fires that raged in my electorate of Narre
Warren South on Black Saturday. Thankfully in our
case there was no loss of life, but the loss of homes,
possessions and many precious memories were felt
deeply by our local community. In fact I am still in
close contact with a number of those people, and I am
very pleased to say that they are rebuilding their lives,
but it has taken some time.
Two years later we are speaking about another natural
disaster — the summer floods. Again, fortunately, we
have not endured in Victoria a disaster on the scale of
that experienced elsewhere, particularly in Queensland;
but my electorate of Narre Warren South has again
suffered from a natural disaster. We have experienced
extreme flooding over the last few days. The flooding
has caused disruption to roads, schools and other
services across our local area. If you travel around the
electorate you will see huge piles of wet carpet and
sodden household goods. People’s dream homes have
been inundated with water; everything is saturated.
According to official numbers, the State Emergency
Service received more than 400 requests for assistance
in the city of Casey last Friday night and on Saturday,
although our local newspapers are saying this week that
there were a lot more. From Hampton Park at one end
of my electorate to Berwick at the other there was some
sort of flooding happening. The floods not only caused
damage to people’s possessions but lives were very
much disrupted by what happened — for example, the
school year was delayed and a number of schools in my
electorate are still not open.
At Hampton Park Secondary College, Lyndhurst
Secondary College and Strathaird Primary School the
start of the school year has been delayed. If you visited
Strathaird Primary School, you would have been
shocked to see how much water there was. All the
carpet was completely saturated. I am very pleased to
say that while the kids are not at school, Martin
Shepherd, the principal, and his team of teachers and
parents have been helping out on a massive clean-up.
At Hampton Park Secondary College, which a number
of students from my electorate attend, 60 per cent of the
classrooms have been very badly damaged. It is
especially sad that their brand-new performing arts
centre, their Building the Education Revolution
building, which is their pride and joy, has been severely
damaged by water. It is ironic that the Casey Cares
flood concert for Queensland victims of the floods was
to be held in this performing arts centre and has now
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had to be moved. As the Minister for Education said
earlier, the education department has moved in quickly
to support the schools and their communities. I
understand that most of the carpet has been removed
and new materials are currently being moved onto the
school site. I can assure the house that all the schools
were very grateful for the sunny days this week; the
schoolgrounds have been scattered with lots of things
drying out.
The floods have caused great disruption to the lives of
people because roads in Narre Warren South and the
Cranbourne area have, in many cases, been made
impassable, delaying traffic. It has taken several days to
get the main arterial, Narre Warren-Cranbourne Road,
open, but I have just been informed by VicRoads that it
has now done so, and I am sure many pleased
commuters are going to work today — and taking a
little less time to get there.
I applaud the efforts of the City of Casey and its
officers in quickly coordinating the emergency services
and community organisations in my electorate and
opening relief centres in Narre Warren, Cranbourne and
Pakenham during the floods In fact some of the flood
victims from Pakenham had to go down to Cranbourne,
and it was good to see both the Shire of Cardinia and
the City of Casey working cooperatively in people’s
hour of need. We know disasters bring out the best in
people, and we have seen on our television screens
neighbours helping neighbours and strangers helping
strangers. We also know a lot of the work is done by
our wonderful volunteer emergency service workers.
A number of people in my electorate phoned talkback
radio programs during this time to describe what had
happened. One of these residents was Glenn Salt from
Narre Warren. Glenn’s house was flooded with water
above knee height, and the streets around him were also
flooded. Even though he had to leave his home and
then contemplate returning to assess the enormous
damage, he had this to say on Jon Faine’s radio
program:
There are people worse off … I look to my friends in
Queensland … We’re up and we’re about, and you can only
look forward.

Glenn’s is a great attitude.
A valued member of the Hampton Park community,
Michelle Halsall, who does many wonderful things in
the local community, set up a Facebook page to provide
residents of the City of Casey with all sorts of contacts
and information about what was going on and where
they could go for help.
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Following Black Saturday many people from the ethnic
communities in my electorate raised money, and I am
very pleased to see that people have already started
raising money for not only the Queensland flood
victims but also the flood victims in Victoria. The
Victorian Punjabi Federation had a fundraiser in my
electorate on the Friday of the floods, and even though
a number of people could not get to the fundraiser
because they were caught at home in the floods, they
raised over $3000.
I was interested to see what Bruce Esplin had to say
recently about the floods. He said:
… a lot of people would say, ‘Well, we don’t believe in
climate change, therefore we don’t need to do anything’, or,
‘Climate change is inevitable; we can’t do anything’. I think
all of that is wrong; there is a lot we can do as a community,
but it will mean some hard decisions.

When I spoke about the Black Saturday fires I
mentioned that we have a real challenge in tackling
climate change in the future. Many of my constituents
have contacted me complaining that they are
experiencing the effect of the floods at the moment.
They are concerned that we are not building in the
correct way to cope with what have been 1-in-100-year
floods, or 1-in-500-year floods, and that these things
seem to be happening much more regularly. Residents
have expressed a desire that, in future, better
infrastructure be provided and maintained so that their
homes are not inundated with water to the extent they
have been.
I conclude by thanking all those in the local community
who have given so much of their time, resources and
generous spirit to support people who have lost a lot
during these terrible floods. I would like to say thank
you for the very generous and stoic efforts of the local
State Emergency Service, which I can tell the house has
been working extremely hard. I also thank the Country
Fire Authority, the police and the indefatigable team at
Red Cross. The ladies and men down there really just
get out and help, and people are very grateful for what
they provide. Thanks to all our other service clubs,
including Lions and Rotary, which are always around
to lend a helping hand, and the good old Salvation
Army, which is always there. I express my heartfelt
thanks for all they do.
As I said earlier, the City of Casey staff have done a
really good job and the Casey Cares Flood Benefit
Concert will take place on Saturday night in a new
venue, the Cranbourne Community Theatre. Thanks to
the City of Casey staff for stepping up for that. I know
the people of Casey and the people of the Narre Warren
South electorate will attend that concert, give
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generously and enjoy seeing the talent the local area
has. As usual we will join our hands together and make
sure that the people who have experienced these very
bad floods are given the utmost in support so that they
can rebuild their lives.
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — I rise to speak on the
natural disasters in Australia motion. In Mildura we had
flash floods, and Friday, 4 February 2011, will long be
remembered in and around Mildura as a day when the
unexpected unfolded. What is termed by meteorologists
a supercell — probably a remnant of Cyclone Anthony
with a recharge of moist air from Cyclone Yasi —
delivered 180 to 250 millimetres of rain in less than
24 hours. The heaviest rain was in and around Red
Cliffs, Irymple and Cardross. The average annual
rainfall in Mildura is only 276 millimetres.
The flooding was initially dispersed across the region,
with calls from low-lying homes and businesses
everywhere. This presented a difficulty for our
emergency services, as they had teams going in all
directions. By later in the day our local State
Emergency Service unit, which has around
20 volunteers fully involved, and all the Country Fire
Authority (CFA) volunteers were fully involved. The
SES team was led by Michael Helwedge and Peter
Fuda, and even their family members were assisting
with the communications. I congratulate them for doing
that work on what was that very difficult Friday
evening.
On that evening, when the disaster became quite
obvious, the SES established a sandbagging station in
Mildura, and local residents were arriving in their
droves to fill sandbags to protect their homes. The relief
centre was opened, and initially it dealt with mostly
only elderly and some non-English-speaking people as
most of the other residents were either involved in
protecting their homes or had been taken in by family
or friends. Steady rain continued throughout Saturday
morning and the problems started to seriously
compound, with drainage systems throughout the town
unable to cope and considerable numbers of houses
being inundated, despite the best efforts of all those
involved. By Saturday evening it was a case of Kerang
revisited for the emergency services. A major electricity
terminal station at Mildura is considered to be at low
risk of flooding as it is protected by a levee bank, but
the consequences would be considerable if that facility
should fail. On that night it was gathering water from
within the levee bank, and that was threatening the
operation of the facility.
I congratulate all those involved in protecting that area,
in particular the firefighters. There were a number of
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familiar faces out there at Red Cliffs, including Gary
Walsh and Glen Shaw, who with a large number of fire
trucks — I believe in excess of six — then tried to
remove the water from that area to maintain electricity
supplies to over 35 000 homes and energy flow into
South Australia. By midnight a temporary levee had
been established around it. I thank Michael Waters,
who took a phone call quite late at night with a request
to build that levee in quite difficult conditions. Then the
firefighters began to be able to lower that water so that
Mildura would not be without electricity, nor would a
large part of northern Victoria and South Australia. By
Sunday morning another particular problem started to
emerge in the Mildura region. Mildura is not a
catchment as such, but a series of basins surrounded by
sand hills. The surface water initially ran off, but the
water that ran into the sand hills then began to come out
of the sand hills by various drainage means and
accumulated in the bottom of the basins. Mildura is
underlaid by a subsoil drainage system that moves
water that soaks through the soil to particular catchment
areas, where it is pumped away.
As the day went on the pumps were overwhelmed —
many burnt out — and the flooding began in rural
areas, thus sparking another round of inundation of
homes and evacuations, particularly in Irymple, where
around 30 or 40 were flooded quite quickly. The
Irymple Secondary College remains closed today. That
also put considerable pressure on the local sewerage
system, and even today there is estimated to still be
950 megalitres of water sitting in a basin at Irymple —
that is equivalent to the volume of 950 Olympic
swimming pools — despite several days of pumping.
Rural flooding has now become a major issue, as we
have basins that are rising due to gravity. The pumps
have been overwhelmed, and grape crops and homes
are still being flooded. These grape crops, particularly
wine and table grapes, are ready to be harvested, and
the losses are beginning to mount considerably. We
need a solution to that rural flooding issue, but it has
been difficult to find.
I would like to thank all those who have been involved:
the SES, the CFA, the Mildura Rural City Council,
Lower Murray Water, the Red Cross, the Salvos and in
particular all those ordinary people who came and filled
sandbags well into the night and in pouring rain to help
save homes. I am reminded of an old adage: the bigger
the drought, the bigger the flood. By jingo, we had a big
drought, and we just had a big flood in Mildura.
What is next? We still have a mixture of response,
relief and recovery running in Mildura. We are still
responding to flooding issues in the rural areas, the
relief effort is still being required as people are out of
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their homes, and the recovery is under way. The army
has been involved. It has been doing rapid assessments
of homes, and that work is expected to be completed
very shortly. We will then be able to work out how
many people have actually been displaced. Already
1200 people have registered at the recovery centre as
being impacted, and the number grows every day.
Similarly my estimate is that around 200 or more
homes and around 50 businesses have been inundated,
and many remain so.
But we will recover; and with that recovery I am sure
friends, families, service clubs, church groups and
general members of the public will form a
mop-and-bucket brigade. Volunteer registers are
available. There will be substantial work to be done, but
I am sure Mildura will do it. Similarly, in the great
spirit that is reflected in Mildura, Mallee Family Care
and Loddon Mallee Housing Services have a register of
housing that people may have available. That is now
being checked out so that when the rapid assessment
comes in from the army we can work out who has to go
where. A considerable package of government
initiatives is available, which will help ease the pain in
Mildura — and that will be needed as the assessments
continue to be made. Many of those initiatives are
available at either the recovery centre, through Rural
Finance Victoria or through my office. Mildura’s
recovery will take a long time, but Mildura is a
remarkably resilient community. Its citizens will
recover, and they will do so with their heads held high.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr McCURDY
(Murray Valley).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

POLICE REGULATION AMENDMENT
(PROTECTIVE SERVICES OFFICERS)
BILL 2010
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 December 2010; motion of
Mr RYAN (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services).
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — I rise to speak on the
Police Regulation Amendment (Protective Services
Officers) Bill 2010. We are debating this bill in
February 2011 because it was Labor that forced the
government to actually do a bit of work and introduce
the bill and have the minister deliver the second-reading
speech back in December 2010; otherwise there would
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be no legislation being debated this sitting week and we
would be doing that next month.

…

We are also debating this bill without the benefit of the
vital oversight of the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations
Committee. Along with the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee, SARC is one of the most
important parliamentary committees, and we are
debating this bill without the benefit of its Alert Digest.
The Victorian Parliament website outlines the role of
SARC. It states:

…

… all members of SARC are involved in the scrutiny of bills.
SARC examines all bills introduced into Parliament. There is
no exception with regard to the type of bills SARC may
scrutinise.

There is one exception — that is, when the incoming
government fails to establish SARC and it goes ahead
with introducing legislation anyway.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr MERLINO — SARC raised the issue back in
December, if you recall, Minister. This bill, like all the
bills currently before the Parliament, is a skeleton piece
of legislation. This bill is hardly two pages worth.
Honourable members interjecting.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Beattie) — Order! I
know it is exciting for the minister to have the first bill
before the Parliament, but I ask that we have a little
order.
Mr MERLINO — Vital issues that are not in this
bill are diverted and dealt with by either regulation or
gazettal. So much for the openness and transparency
that the coalition promised last year!
Let me make it clear: the opposition does not oppose
this bill. Whilst this bill is seriously flawed, I
acknowledge the clear mandate for it following the
2010 election — and this is an opportunity for me to
congratulate the members of the coalition on their
victory last November. The community expects the
government to deliver this policy and deliver it
effectively. More than simply not opposing this bill, we
are holding the government to account to deliver this
commitment in full. The Liberal-Nationals election
policy was unambiguous. It stated:
Protective service officers … on every train station in
metropolitan Melbourne and the major regional centres after
6 p.m. seven days a week …
…
… 940 PSOs … will provide blanket coverage …
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… from 6.00 p.m. until the last train …

PSOs will be deployed exclusively on train stations and will
not be diverted elsewhere.

This extraordinarily brief and, as I will outline, rushed
and ill-thought-through Police Regulation Amendment
(Protective Services Officers) Bill 2010 seeks to
facilitate that policy. The bill amends section 118B(1)
of the Police Regulation Act 1958, expanding the
purposes for which a protective services officer (PSO)
can be appointed to now include the protection of ‘the
general public in certain places’. The bill also repeals
section 118B(1A) of that act, removing the legislative
cap of 150 PSOs. Ironically, removing the cap was
something that the coalition previously voted down.
Currently PSOs are limited to a specific security role of
protecting public officials and places of public
importance. As we all know, PSOs are deployed right
here in the Victorian Parliament. They also protect
places such as Government House, our courts, the
Shrine of Remembrance and the Victoria Police Centre.
This role was established in the 1980s following a
government investigation into the security
arrangements for senior public office-holders. The then
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, Race
Mathews, said that in his second-reading speech for the
Police Regulation (Protective Services) Bill 1987,
which established this new service. It is helpful to quote
his remarks for this debate:
The establishment of this group will have the added benefit of
releasing fully trained police to other areas of operational
duty. However, the main intention of this initiative is to
ensure that the level of security pertaining to the buildings
which house senior public office-holders is maintained and
that they are not left vulnerable to the violence and terrorism
which we have witnessed in recent times.

For more than two decades that has been the clear and
specific role of our PSOs, and our Victorian PSOs have
carried out that security service role with distinction.
Essentially the coalition’s policy and the government’s
bill before us today both seek to transform our PSOs
from having that security service role to performing a
crime prevention role. That raises significant issues for
future policing in this state. I acknowledge the Minister
for Police and Emergency Services at the table. There is
no doubt that perceptions about safety on our public
transport system played a significant role in the lead-up
to and during last year’s election campaign. Although
crime on and around public transport is in decline, more
work is required.
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Mr Newton-Brown interjected.
Mr MERLINO — I will get to that. While under
Labor there had been record funding for police, more
police officers, greater powers and decreasing crime in
Victoria, it was acknowledged that more needed to be
done to make people feel safe. That is something that
members on this side did indeed acknowledge.
On public transport safety, Labor’s policy was around
more police riding the trains and more Metro staff on
our stations. The coalition’s policies centred on PSOs
on station platforms. To the victor goes the opportunity
to implement their solution, and we will see that the
government does it in full. With an inherited strong
budgetary foundation and control of both houses of
Parliament, the government has no excuse.
If previous debates on public safety in this place are any
guide, I am sure that coalition members will make dire
and inaccurate statements about crime and safety in
Victoria. I take this opportunity to put a few facts on the
table. Over the last decade the crime rate in Victoria has
reduced by 30 per cent, which makes it the lowest since
electronic recording commenced. Victoria is the only
state where the rate of reoffending has declined for
seven consecutive years. Tougher powers around
banning troublemakers, random search provisions and
on-the-spot fines for antisocial behaviour are making a
difference to violence. The last quarterly crime statistics
released last year showed a 27.5 per cent reduction in
street assaults in the CBD and 12.4 per cent statewide
compared to the same period 12 months before.
Victoria has internationally competitive clearance rates
of around 80 per cent. The Victoria Police transit safety
division and the operational response unit have driven
down crime on public transport by 48.4 per cent over
the last decade.
In June last year the Victorian Auditor-General’s Office
released the report entitled Personal Safety on the
Metropolitan Train System. The audit examined how
successful Victoria Police and the Department of
Transport had been from mid-2005 in reducing crime
on Melbourne’s train system. The report states:
Observing a crime on Melbourne’s train system is, in relative
terms, a rare event …

Dr Peter Frost, the Acting Auditor-General, concluded
that:
VicPol and the department have been successful in reducing
crime on Melbourne’s train system since 2007–08.
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He further concluded:
Applying evidence-based approaches from mid-2006 has
proved effective in reducing crime and has provided a solid
basis for realising further gains in the future.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr MERLINO — You should read the
Auditor-General’s report. Essentially the Acting
Auditor-General found that it was perceptions of safety
that required greater focus, and he made a series of
recommendations that were accepted by both the
department and Victoria Police.
Last month our Victorian Chief Commissioner of
Police, Simon Overland, said this about our public
transport system:
The reality is that by world standards it’s safe. By Australian
standards, it’s safe. It is a pretty safe system.

This is reflected in the 2009–10 Victoria Police crime
statistics, which show that the total number of crimes
on public transport fell by 7 per cent over the past
financial year and that in 2009–10 there were less than
17 crimes recorded for every million trips, and 60 per
cent of them were property crimes.
There has been a lot of debate around public safety on
our transport system, and a lot of that debate has been
centred on numbers of police officers and, over the
course of the past 18 months or so, on numbers of
PSOs. The debate has been: increase the police
presence and increase the security presence, which will
reduce crime and improve perceptions of safety.
The difference in the record on delivering police
numbers could not be starker between the two sides of
politics. The record of the previous Liberal-Nationals
government — before the Baillieu-Ryan
government — was absolutely appalling. It promised
1000 police yet cut 800. Labor’s record is a proud one.
What we promised on police numbers, we delivered:
over the course of the life of the Bracks and Brumby
governments we delivered almost 2000 additional
police officers.
It is not just I who says that. This is what the Leader of
The Nationals, who is currently the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services, said on l4 April last year:
They next say, ‘We have delivered’. You hear that refrain
constantly. I accept what government members say. They
have delivered on what they said they would. They have even
done a little bit more.

Mr Ryan interjected.
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Mr MERLINO — Members of the coalition want
to rewrite history, but let me outline the final highlight
of the Labor government. Labor’s last budget, in May
2010, has the following line on page 323 of budget
paper 3, ‘Recruitment of additional police’, and on
page 325 under that same heading the following
appears:
Funding is provided for 1700 net additional sworn police
officers …

Labor funded the 1700 police who will now be going
through the system over the course of the next few
years. They will be Labor’s police.
Mr R. Smith interjected.
Mr MERLINO — Of course there is always more
that needs to be done.
Mr R. Smith interjected.
Mr MERLINO — If the Minister for Environment
and Climate Change looks at the record on delivering
police numbers, he will see why I will have Labor’s
record any day compared to the coalition’s record.
Mr R. Smith — Did Victorians get it wrong?
Mr MERLINO — At the election, the Victorian
public never gets it wrong. That is acknowledged, and I
acknowledged it at the start. The minister must not have
been listening.
When tackling crime, more always needs to be done,
and improving public safety is a key ongoing
responsibility of any government. While Victoria is
undoubtedly one of the safest places to live in the
world, that is no consolation to a victim of crime,
whether that crime happened on our public transport
system or elsewhere. As the Acting Auditor-General
pointed out in the report I referred to, more needs to be
done to make people feel safe. That is why both sides
of politics put significant yet different policies to the
people of Victoria. Labor has a number of concerns
about this bill. We maintain it is a deeply flawed
approach to the issue and it risks not delivering
long-term benefits to Victorian commuters.
There is the issue of recruitment and training. In my
brief period as Minister for Police and Emergency
Services in the last government, I saw firsthand the
capacity constraints at the iconic police academy in
Glen Waverley. Labor understood that in the process of
delivering the greatest recruitment of police officers in
the history of this state, substantial investment needed
to be made into the academy and other training venues.
We committed $61 million to substantially upgrade and
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improve Victoria Police’s training capacity, and
$50 million was allocated for the police academy for
things such as a new virtual training range, a new centre
for investigations, a new lecture theatre, the upgrading
of classrooms, the construction of a new
accommodation wing and the upgrading of kitchen and
dining facilities. Labor also committed to upgrading
regional training facilities in Wangaratta, Ballarat and
Gippsland, including a second virtual training range.
Was there any such foresight from the coalition? There
was not one bit; there was absolutely nothing from the
coalition about training facilities. There was Labor’s
additional police commitment, with 1700 officers in the
May budget. In addition the coalition promised
940 protective services officers, but there was no
substantial upgrade to the academy or any other
training facility in Victoria on the horizon. Taking into
account the attrition of police officers and PSOs, we are
talking about thousands and thousands of recruits going
through a training system that is already at capacity.
This is just one example of the coalition’s thought
bubble — it releases a policy, and now it is a bill,
without thinking of the requirements and consequences
of its policies.
Despite the election campaign material of coalition
members, PSOs are not police officers. Members only
have to go as far as the Victoria Police website to see
how it describes its own PSOs. It says:
Protective services officers are not empowered with the same
powers of arrest as police.

It says their training:
… covers elements of the Victoria Police constables
course …

Their role, through the protective services division of
Victoria Police, is to provide ‘security services’. PSOs:
… are not ‘sworn’ members of Victoria Police …

PSOs receive 8 weeks training compared to 23 weeks
for sworn police officers. The element of the constables
course in which PSOs are trained include defensive
tactics, firearms instruction as well as training for their
specific work locations. I will compare that with the
training of a recruit to become a police officer: the
23 weeks training includes law and policing
procedures, communication skills, scenario training,
operational policing drills, defensive tactics, firearms
training and physical education, and the list goes on.
Victoria Police makes it clear to potential recruits who
dream of becoming a police officer what they need to
prepare for. The Victoria Police website states:
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Recruit training is intense and requires dedication,
commitment and self-discipline in order to succeed … Failure
to meet the required standard may result in an applicant being
expelled from the recruit training program.

It is a tough 23 weeks, and it needs to be. Policing is
tough; it is complex; it is confronting. Our police
officers are required to make split-second life-and-death
decisions and often contend with people under the
influence of drugs or alcohol or people suffering from a
mental illness. In order to protect us and uphold the
right, they have to deal with the very worst in our
society. To prepare them for that vital task of protecting
the general public, we train them intensively for
23 weeks. We put them on two years probation. We
continually upgrade their skills.
Coalition members glibly say, ‘If PSOs are good
enough to protect members of Parliament, they are
good enough to protect the public’. That is superficially
a good line, but what they are really saying to the
people of Victoria is that for the general public 8 weeks
training is good enough. They say that 8 weeks training
compared to 23 weeks training is good enough. That is
what the coalition is saying. The coalition is seeking to
transform the role of a PSO from a security service
provider to a crime prevention role — that is, from
protecting particular buildings to protecting the men,
women and children of Victoria. Apparently this
fundamental change in role and responsibility does not
require any change in the duration of their training.
However, in order to improve perceptions of safety on
public transport and deliver public value, PSOs must be
able to assist commuters from a variety of backgrounds;
they must be able to provide assistance and information
to general members of the community; they must be
able to administer emergency assistance to people in
need, including first aid; they must be able to
successfully manage individuals at risk of hurting
themselves or others. This is a fundamentally different
role to providing security at an important public
building. Every person who catches a train on our
metropolitan system or in our regional centres will see
two people in uniform on the platform. They will look
like police and they will be armed. The Victorian
community will absolutely expect those two people to
have the training and powers of a police officer, but
they will not.
In terms of training, as I have already mentioned, we
are in the midst of this greatest recruitment of police
officers in Victoria’s history. This is Labor’s legacy.
The many thousands of people who dream of becoming
a police officer will apply over the coming months and
years. Victoria Police does a great job in ensuring that
the talent of recruits is kept at a high standard during
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those periods of high intake. That quality control will
be tested like never before because of this historic
intake. Adding into that mix another 940 PSOs, this
government and the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services have a responsibility to ensure that quality is
not compromised, particularly as the coalition has
promised to deliver the 940 PSOs in this first term.
While I am sure there will be many applications to
become a PSO, it is also expected that attrition will be
high. We are talking about a job that is incredibly
specific and, for many people, unattractive: 8-hour
shifts walking up and down a station platform of about
400 square metres or so and permanent twilight-night
shifts. Imagine, Acting Speaker, being in the dead of
winter on a low-patronage station, cold, bored and
having extremely limited career opportunities. Attrition
will be a great issue.
The next issue I want to address is around the capital
infrastructure requirements to make this policy work.
The government has hardly addressed this issue at all.
Permanent staff at every station from 6.00 p.m. will
need toilets and other basic facilities. There are many
stations that do not have these facilities. We have the
member for Hastings in the house. In his press release
of 9 November he says he is very happy about the new
PSOs to be stationed on the Stony Point line at Stony
Point, Crib Point, Bittern, Hastings, Tyabb, Somerville,
Baxter and Leawarra stations. When you look at the
facilities these stations offer you see that seven of them
are without basic amenities for those PSOs. That
situation needs capital from this government, but it has
not allocated it.
If a PSO apprehends somebody they find committing a
crime, how do they deliver that person to the police?
Will they have to call the local police and wait for them
to pick up the offender? Is that what is going to
happen? What did the member for Kew say in the
matter of public importance debate in November 2009?
This is what he said:
A PSO is not just someone who is going to get on the phone
and make a call to the police …

If they are not going to get on the phone to police, what
are they going to do with the offender? There are no
vehicles provided for in this policy announcement.
After a PSO arrests someone what do they do next?
They hold the person they have arrested, and their
partner will call Victoria Police. Local police resources
will then be diverted to the station to pick up the
offender. How do the weapons get to and from the
station? The weapons need to be secured in a safe
location. Has that cost been included in the coalition’s
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announcement? I do not think so. They have not done
the work.
Mr Burgess interjected.
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms Beattie) — Order!
The member for Hastings has had the misfortune to go
from one side of the chamber to the other but still be
right in the Speaker’s ear. I ask him to temper his voice.
Mr MERLINO — This solution to fix the problem
will not free up police resources. There is not an overall
improvement in the allocation, delivery and flexibility
of police resources. On the contrary this solution will
require the utilisation of both PSOs and local police
resources. I do not have a lot of time left in my
contribution to talk about the issues of escalation and
weapons risk as well as the issues raised by Metro chief
Andrew Lezala and the Rail, Tram and Bus Union.
Perhaps other speakers will talk about this.
I will perhaps talk about how this is going to impact on
the transport budget. The Leader of The Nationals, in
the matter of public importance debate in November
2009, said this is a very carefully costed program. The
member for Yan Yean at the time then reported the
Leader of The Nationals’ comments that it would be
funded out of the transport budget, not out of the budget
for police. The member for Yan Yean then posed a
question about what the then opposition was going to
cut. The member for Kew, now the Minister for Crime
Prevention, piped up and said, ‘Nothing’. Nothing was
going to be cut. That is what he said in a matter of
public importance debate in November 2009. Twenty
premium stations including, I am sorry to say, one in
my electorate — Upwey station — that would have
been staffed from the first train to the last train and seen
capital upgrades improving the amenities and the
security of patrons have been shelved by the coalition
government. The coalition lied to the public in the
debate 18 months ago, and now we are seeing its true
colours.
On the issue of The Nationals reverting to type, there
are 212 metropolitan stations. There are 85 regional
V/Line stations. Every single metropolitan station is
going to be staffed and 13 V/Line stations are going to
be staffed. What about the other 72? Tiny metropolitan
stations like Crib Point, Baxter and Officer will be
staffed, but that is not necessary for V/Line stations
such as Bunyip on the Gippsland line or Rockbank on
the Ballarat line! This is The Nationals reverting to
type. They say anything to get into power, but when
they have the reins of government they absolutely
screw the regions. That is what they do. This is a snub

253

for commuters who live between or beyond those
regional centres.
There are lessons to be learnt. This has happened
elsewhere. What the government is introducing is a
second-tier police force that is less well trained and has
fewer powers. In the United Kingdom in 2002 police
community support officers were introduced. There are
now some 16 000 of them. They are known as ‘plastic
police’ because they do not have the training, they do
not have the authority, they do not have the powers and
they do not have the equipment. They were established
to assist the sworn police officers in tackling antisocial
behaviour, but above all it was about having a greater
presence.
It helped, because in large letters on the back of their
uniforms is the word ‘Police’. But the public reaction to
the drowning of a schoolboy in 2007 is a case in point.
Ten-year-old Jordan Lyon drowned in a pond after
trying to help his stepsister, who was in difficulty. Two
police community support officers were first on the
scene but did not enter the water. They called the police
and waited. Sergeant Craig Lippitt arrived, and, with
the boy’s stepfather, dragged the boy out of the water,
but it was too late. At an inquiry into the boy’s death,
Detective Chief Inspector Philip Owen defended the
actions of the police community support officers. He
informed the inquiry that they:
… are not trained to the same extent as police officers so
wouldn’t have been taught how to deal with a situation like
this.

He further commented that they are not trained to ‘deal
with major incidents’.
An English Associated Press Newswire article of
27 September 2007 quotes Bob Ayers, a London-based
former US intelligence officer, as saying:
If you dress somebody up so that they look like a policeman
and stick them in the general population, we shouldn’t be
surprised when the general population expects these
surrogates to behave and act as real policemen …
It’s a subterfuge. We are trying to convince the people that
they have more police … than there actually are.

Or consider these comments by Libby Purves in the
Times of 25 September 2007:
… the public are entitled to be irritated and confused. If it
looks like a duck and quacks like a duck, it ought to be able to
peck like a duck.
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Paul Kelly, chairman of the Greater Manchester Police
Federation, said in the same Associated Press
Newswire article:
We should do away with (community support officers)
because they are a failed experiment …

The Police Federation of England and Wales has said it
has:
… always opposed the creation and presence of an
ill-equipped and ill-trained second layer of law enforcers. We
believe it causes members of the public more confusion as to
who has what power, in what circumstances and for how
long …

These comments go to the heart of the problem of a
second-tier police force. It is the path we are on.
There have been public comments made about the
capacity of the academy, about the quality and duration
of the training, the issue of getting weapons to and from
train stations and the impact on the cost of the proposal.
These are the questions that need to be answered.
Mr TILLEY (Benambra) — I rise to make a
contribution to the debate on the Police Regulation
Amendment (Protective Services Officers) Bill 2010. I
am happy to see that the former government is finally
engaging with the new government to see Victoria
become a safer state. A ‘cannot do’, ‘will not do’
former government now comes kicking and screaming
to the table to support the Victorian community and
what was the nation’s proudest and best police force
until we saw its conditions eroded over the last decade.
The administration of the previous government barely
resourced Victoria Police to protect the community.
This bill before the house represents the first act by the
Liberal-Nationals government designed to stop the talk
and spin that accompanied the crime epidemic which
gripped Victoria for a decade. It is great to see the
minister responsible for this bill in the chamber, and I
know former colleagues will be listening very
attentively to what we are going to deliver. It is about
getting on with the job of tackling crime and antisocial
behaviour and improving community safety throughout
Victoria. It represents a truly positive, proactive and
fresh approach — something which could not be
achieved in the last decade.
Despite the many platitudes and promises that were
wheeled out by successive police ministers and
Premiers of the former Labor administration, Labor
failed Victorians when it came to keeping them safe on
our streets. We deserved better, and we will deliver a
better option. Under Labor it became an unfortunate
Monday morning tradition of waiting for the
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publication of the names of Victorians who had become
victims of crime the weekend before. Countless reports
appeared in the press and electronic media about
another bashing, stabbing or even a murder in the CBD
or on a train or in an entertainment precinct in Victoria.
Let it never be forgotten that over the course of the
previous Labor administration violent crime against the
person rose in Victoria by an astonishing 40 per cent.
Assaults alone rose 70 per cent during the same period,
and on Labor’s watch more Victorian families than ever
before were touched by the injustice of indiscriminate
thuggery than at any other time in our history.
Looking specifically at our public transport system, in
2009 there were more than 9 000 crimes reported.
These statistics vividly demonstrate that violent attacks
causing serious injury were a regular occurrence on our
transport system under Labor. This is exactly what this
bill seeks to address. This bill represents a watershed
moment in law and order in Victoria, a turning point
where the attitude of Victoria’s government goes from
a duck-and-cover situation to proactive front-line
visible policing where criminals are caught and
punished. The one thing a police officer wants to
achieve in this state is simply to perform their core
function of catching crooks, something the last Labor
administration did not support.
Mr Merlino — Do your research. They are not
police officers.
Mr TILLEY — Absolutely, the legislation says
exactly that: they are not police officers. But if you
clearly understand their powers under section 458 of
the Crimes Act, you know that under common law they
can go out and perform those duties to protect the
Victorian community.
I want to commend the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services for moving so swiftly after the
formation of the new Victorian government to the task
of tackling the scourge of crime which has gripped our
community for far too long. Let it not be forgotten that
while this minister did not create the mess we have
before us, he is the first person who has sat in that chair
for over a decade who has shown the fortitude to roll up
his sleeves and undertake real work to drive down
crime.
Self-evidently, the bill before us is a relatively
straightforward piece of legislation. It totals no more
than three pages; however, what these three pages
deliver is a major departure from the past decade of
spin before action and spin doctor before police officer
when it came to law and order in Victoria. Essentially
the bill establishes a legislative framework which
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allows for the deployment of 940 fully trained
uniformed Victoria Police protective services officers
(PSOs) who will be deployed on all metropolitan and
major regional train stations. As a former member of
Victoria Police I would work side by side with any one
of those blokes, whether they were wearing a white
shirt or a blue shirt, in the effort to protect the Victorian
community.
Looking at the specific changes to legislation, the bill
amends clause 118B(1) of the Police Regulation
Act 1958 by inserting new clause 118(1)(b) to broaden
the purposes for which protective services officers can
be deployed to include the protection of the ‘general
public in certain places’.
The other substantive change the bill makes to the
Police Regulation Act 1958 is that it repeals
section 118B(1A), which currently limits the protective
services officer force to 150 members, to allow for this
wide rollout of the force. Increasing the number of
PSOs will give the Chief Commissioner of Victoria
Police the ability to more freely deploy Victoria Police
members to protect the community not only in
suburban metropolitan Melbourne but right throughout
country and rural Victoria, because we will have dealt
with the nasty little problem of the public transport
system that those on the other side tried to cover up
over the last 10 years.
Protective services officers deployed on our public
transport network will patrol station platforms. They
will be properly trained through the Victoria Police
Academy, carry a firearm and have arrest powers. They
do exactly the same operational safety training courses
as the blue shirts, and I would walk side by side with
any one of them any day of the week because that
training is among the best in this nation.
Let me make it clear that PSOs who are deployed will
be fully trained to respond to any threat, incident or
attack that occurs on any train station from 6.00 p.m.
until last train. These are the same PSOs who protect
the Parliament, the Shrine of Remembrance, the courts
and a whole lot of other areas. Because of the training
that is delivered through Victoria Police they are very
gifted at not having to grapple, tackle or use physical
force; PSOs are very competent and articulate and can
get people to do things without having to touch them.
That training is not about just delivering physical force
but also about being very smart, and these people are.
The member for Monbulk has put them down for the
last 30 minutes. The divide-and-conquer speech that he
delivered in the last 30 minutes was an absolute
disgrace.
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PSOs deployed to the public transport network will not
travel on trains. At the election the coalition committed
to an extra 100 transit police, and, including officers
already deployed, there will be 350 personnel whose
role it will be to travel on our trains, trams and buses to
ensure passenger safety. I support the Premier’s view
which he expressed last year when he said this policy
will turn train stations from places of fear into places of
safety. Victorians will again be able to see their public
transport system as a safe mode of transport at night.
I recently travelled on my train line to see some friends.
I could not believe the disgraceful conduct of some
people or that I had no ability to get any support from
the community or from any of the operators. It is a
disgrace, and it has been going on for far too long. We
are going to seek to change that. This is a clear critical
first step that lays the groundwork for action to be taken
to drive down crime. Lawlessness and violence have
forced Victorians to fear for their safety when they have
patronised our public transport system; the coalition is
committed to putting an end to that dark chapter.
The first step we are taking today, combined with
1600 extra front-line police to be deployed over the first
term of the Baillieu-Ryan government and the extra
100 transit police, demonstrates just how committed the
coalition is to ensuring that our current Victoria Police
officers are bolstered and supported by increased
resources. Victorians will be able to go about their
business safely. Adding 940 uniformed Victoria Police
protective services officers to our system from
6.00 p.m. until the last train every night on metropolitan
and major regional train stations is a great initiative, one
which will start turning the tide of violent crime in our
state.
The simple fact ignored in some of the debate is that we
were elected to govern. If people out there are trying to
block the delivery of our policy, they certainly need to
consider their position. The opposition may be
backgrounding media and causing arguments, but we
will deliver. We are a strong government, and we will
deliver every one of our policies not only to make the
community safer but in a whole range of other areas,
including business. The Premier and the minister
should be commended for their swift action to date. I
commend the bill to the house.
Mr NOONAN (Williamstown) — I rise to make a
contribution to the spirited debate on the Police
Regulation Amendment (Protective Services Officers)
Bill 2010. In doing so I will make some quick
observations about the contributions so far. However,
before doing that I want to place on record my
appreciation for the role that PSOs (protective services
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officers) play in protecting the Parliament. I note that
there is a PSO in the gallery.
The other observation I would make is that the minister
at the table, the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, spoke on this bill for all of about 3 minutes
when he delivered the second-reading speech. I want to
congratulate the member for Monbulk, who managed to
fill his 30 minutes — and indeed could have gone
longer. The member for Benambra might refresh
himself on section 458 of the Crimes Act 1958, which
relates to arrest powers. One of the limiting factors is
that those powers under section 458 require a PSO to
catch someone in the act — red-handed. Perhaps he
might familiarise himself with section 459 as it relates
to this particular bill.
This bill is narrow in its scope, and it will not be
opposed by the opposition. The bill is clearly designed
to pave the way for the government’s pre-election
commitment to introduce PSOs after dark at our
railway stations, although it is not clear whether that
will be at every railway station. Whilst we on this side
of the house accept that measures to increase safety on
our rail system will be welcomed by the travelling
public, it remains unclear whether the new
government’s approach will be effective in reducing
crime on our railway network. One thing is clear — and
the member for Monbulk pointed this out — the
government certainly did not want this debate to take
place in this particular sitting week. We know that
because the opposition had to move a motion to bring
this bill onto the notice paper to be debated in this
sitting week.
Only a couple of weeks ago, in a radio interview the
member for Monbulk referred to, the Chief
Commissioner of Police, Simon Overland, admitted
that the force was still ‘doing an enormous amount of
work and thinking’ in terms of how the PSO plan
would work. These comments suggest to me that
Victoria Police is not ready for the introduction of
PSOs at our stations, and probably with some good
reason. As we debate this bill we are still pondering a
number of questions about how the PSOs will be
trained, deployed and controlled by Victoria Police. We
are also pondering where the money will come from. It
is estimated it will cost $160 million to put those PSOs
out there. It is not clear whether the money will come
from the public transport or policing budget. It is also
not clear whether the cost of the new PSOs will result
in the axing of previous transport commitments, such as
the upgrading of 15 suburban stations to premium
stations.
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I look forward to the minister’s response to these and
other questions that may be raised during the course of
the debate. They are important questions and I think the
travelling public will want to have some answers.
Before moving on, I want to refer to one more
comment that the Chief Commissioner of Police made
during that radio interview, and the member for
Monbulk touched on this in his contribution. The chief
commissioner was asked for his view about rail safety
in Victoria and he said:
The reality is that by world standards it’s safe. By Australian
standards, it’s safe. It is a pretty safe system.

That does not mean that more cannot be done to protect
passengers. It is just a reminder that the response should
be measured and balanced. To reinforce Simon
Overland’s comments, it is worth recalling the issue of
personal safety and security on our metropolitan rail
system, which was the subject of a report by the
Auditor-General in June 2010. Contrary to much
reporting, the Auditor-General concluded that since
2007–08 these strategies employed by the Department
of Transport and the police ‘have been effective in
reducing crime’ on our trains.
The Auditor-General also remarks on page 17 of his
report that:
… the chances of a passenger being affected by crime on any
single journey are statistically very low.

Indeed he puts a figure on it; he says it was ‘33 offences
per million boardings’ in the 2008–09 reporting period,
which was a reduction of 27 per cent against his
benchmark period of 2005–06.
The member for Monbulk talked about the role of PSOs
and I think this is a very important aspect of this
particular bill. Other than lifting the cap from 150 and
paving the way for unlimited PSOs to be employed in
Victoria, the role of PSOs will now change. That is
something that needs to be understood. Of course we
know that they are deployed at a limited number of
sites, such as here in the Parliament and at the Shrine of
Remembrance, but potentially we are now putting them
on every station after dark. It is clear that PSOs are not
sworn officers of Victoria Police. They are part of the
protective services division of Victoria Police’s
specialist security services area. PSOs are not
empowered with the same powers of arrest as police
and to date have been used in relatively low numbers.
The policy decision of the Baillieu government to
massively expand the number of PSOs needs to be
understood for what it is. It is second-tier policing by
stealth. I say this because, by sheer weight of numbers,
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the principal role of the majority of PSOs in this state
will move from the traditional role of providing
protective services to one of crime detection and
prevention. This shift ought to be understood for what it
is, because it could have much larger consequences
than this house may understand. In broad terms it even
raises questions about the future direction of policing in
this state.
To understand this — and again the member for
Monbulk touched on this point — one only need look
at the experience in the UK, where PSOs, or as they are
called over there ‘police community support officers’,
were created in 2002 to support full-time policing and
have been the subject of much commentary. According
to an article in the UK Guardian of 23 September 2010,
the whole basis for the introduction of police
community support officers was to provide
communities with ‘a greater sense of security by their
very visibility on the streets’, which certainly sounds
familiar.
Today there are over 16 500 of these PSO-type officers
across the UK. But unfortunately, as the member for
Monbulk indicated, they are a much-maligned group of
workers and have incurred the unfortunate tag of being
‘plastic police’. The police federation in the UK
explains that the difficulty with PSO-type officers is
that they may simply be a visible presence on the street
but they create confusion among the public. When
members of the public see a police uniform they have
certain expectations of the individual in it. Those
expectations can only be met by sworn officers; they
cannot be met by unsworn officers. Almost 10 years
down the track the UK PSOs are being described as a
failed experiment, although the difficulty right now in
the UK is that there is a need to slash the public service,
so up to 40 000 police jobs may go.
It is interesting that, even with these cuts, the plan in the
lead-up to the Olympics to be held in London in 2012 is
to increase the number of sworn police officers by over
2500 in the London area, but not one additional
PSO-type officer will be employed for this global
event. Surely that must tell us as a Parliament
something about the risks associated with the proposed
PSO deployment in Victoria.
In conclusion, I accept that at the last election the new
government won a mandate to improve safety on trains
and at stations. But the new government will be judged
by how it goes about it and whether the use of PSOs
makes a difference. On the face of it, the UK
experience seems to suggest there could be some
problems with this policy.
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The government has to provide some answers to the
questions that have been posed during my contribution.
This massive investment in PSOs by the government
means there is much at stake. One wonders whether the
early announcements by this government to increase
fares whilst potentially cutting peak-hour services on
lines such as those in my electorate — the
Williamstown and Werribee lines — will help subsidise
the cost. That remains to be seen. I note for the record
that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
laughs at this suggestion, but it comes only months after
his government has taken office.
There are obvious limitations with the PSOs. They
cannot ride on the trains, and that needs to be
understood. I am not sure how that will work if
someone sees a problem on a train and the PSOs cannot
get on it. There are many questions posed by this bill
and about how it will be enacted. I look forward to
hearing some answers from the minister.
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — It gives me great
pleasure to rise and speak on the Police Regulation
Amendment (Protective Services Officers) Bill 2010.
This bill seeks to amend the Police Regulation Act
1958 to make provision for the appointment of
additional protective services officers to perform further
functions. This bill is a consequence of two factors.
Firstly, it is needed to address Labor’s failure to tackle
serious crime in this state, particularly on public
transport. Secondly, it is coalition policy to enhance
community safety for all Victorians.
I note from the contributions thus far, particularly from
members of the opposition, that on the one hand they
give themselves a pat on the back for supposedly and
allegedly debating this bill today and, on the other hand,
they are critical of the fact that it has not been examined
by the Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee.
That is an interesting point and somewhat hypocritical
coming from the former Labor government.
I turn now to the bill. Clause 3 deals with the principal
two objectives I outlined earlier. It amends
section 188B of the Police Regulation Act 1958 to
broaden the purposes for which protective services
officers can be appointed. As previous speakers have
pointed out, protective services officers play a vital and
integral role within our community, whether at the law
courts, the Department of Justice, the Shrine of
Remembrance, the Victoria Police centre or here at the
Parliament. They do a terrific job and I think all
members of this house would agree. The bill before us
today proposes to extend these purposes and where
protective services officers can be based.
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The crime statistics on public transport make interesting
reading. During the debate today it is important to note
the number of offences that have occurred over a period
of time on public transport in this state. They make
quite alarming reading. If you view the Victoria Police
crime statistics for 2008–09, you get some sense of the
issues that exist on our public transport system. In
2008–09 there were 1152 assaults on public transport in
this state, 1418 offences for property damage and in
total 9412 offences. That is an alarming statistic.

The date of 8 November 2009 was an important day for
many Victorians. That was the day when the coalition
made some significant announcements with respect to
tackling crime in this state. As part of that there were
some initiatives associated with the Stopping Crime in
its Tracks plan. This has been very much welcomed by
the community in general. As part of that plan, and as a
result of this bill, we will have 940 protective services
officers manning our train stations in Victoria. Every
metropolitan station will be manned after 6.00 p.m.
until last train seven days a week, and also in some
regional areas such as Geelong, Ballarat, Bendigo and
Traralgon in my own electorate. In addition we will
have 100 transit safety police officers and 1600 new
front-line police officers. That significant package has
been well embraced by not only those in my electorate
but by the Victorian community.

This bill seeks to address some of the issues and
challenges that confront many Victorian commuters. In
speaking from a local perspective, in the electorate of
Morwell there is a sense of unease among people
travelling on the rail service after dark, particularly
many regional commuters who use Melbourne’s public
transport system. In particular, senior members of our
community feel quite vulnerable without the support of
train stations being manned, and this bill seeks to
address some of those issues.

I know speaking for many people within my electorate,
that even the notion of having a protective services
officer based at the Traralgon railway station has been
very much supported. Some would say that there might
not have been many incidents that have occurred within
that train station, but this is a government that is being
proactive with respect to securing our stations and
making sure that commuters, not only in many regional
areas of Victoria but in metropolitan Melbourne, are
well protected into the future.

There has been much publicity over a period of time
with respect to incidents on the rail network. In the
Herald Sun of 28 June 2010 there were articles about a
number of vicious assaults that had occurred at
McKinnon railway station where some thugs decided to
take to some good citizens who were trying to do the
right thing. This is just one instance of many where
somebody has ended up in hospital with serious injuries
as a result of assaults on our public transport system. It
is simply not good enough that this type of situation
occurs, so we believe the additional 940 protective
services officers will help ensure that Victorian
commuters are safe on our rail system.

It is important to note that patronage on V/Line
services, particularly in my region, has increased
dramatically over the past few years. We have seen an
approximately 124 per cent increase over the past
five years in patronage on V/Line services in
Gippsland. That is a very good thing.

Clause 3 proposes the repeal of section 118B(1A) of the
Police Regulation Act 1958 to remove the limit on the
number of protective services officers that can be
appointed under the act. As other speakers pointed out,
this is currently restricted to 150 protective services
officers.

The community has for a long time been calling for a
greater security presence not only on the trains
themselves but also at our railway platforms. In part
what we seek to do here today is as a consequence of
the fact that Victoria has the lowest average number of
police per capita in comparison to other states. If you
look at the national average, it is 293 police per
100 000 people, whereas in Victoria this figure is 262.
It is imperative that we increase police resources, which
we seek to do by 1600, but also ensure that the
940 protective services officers fulfil a very important
duty for all Victorians.

We need to ensure that what comes from that is that our
train stations are secure at the same time. I know from
speaking with many pensioner groups within my region
that they are very supportive of the notion that the
Traralgon railway station will be manned after
6.00 p.m. until last train because it adds some comfort
and surety for them into the future. It is very important
for regional commuters to understand, and they
welcome the opportunity — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The time set by the
Premier for making a ministerial statement has now
arrived. The member will have the call when the matter
is next before the house.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Victorian families
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier) — In accordance with
standing orders, I table the 2011 Victorian Families
Statement.
The wellbeing of Victorian families is a priority for the
coalition government. Indeed the story of this state is
the story of this state’s families. It is the story of
families realising their aspirations, of newcomers
establishing families, of families coming here to pursue
their dreams, of families overcoming challenges, of
families prospering, of families growing, of families
building for the future. It has not always been easy.
Times have often been tough. From time to time
Victorian families have found themselves facing and
overcoming prolonged economic adversity, natural
disasters, shortages, and regional and distant conflicts.
But Victorians have largely triumphed and flourished
and in turn successive generations have enjoyed the
great legacy of a free, peaceful and democratic society
where everyone gets a fair go. In short, the state of our
families is critical to our state, and the state of our
economy is obviously critical to our families.
For government to best represent the interests of
families it is important that the government is reliably
and regularly informed on the disposition of Victorian
families and the challenges they face, and it is equally
important that families and communities have the
opportunity to regularly contribute their views on the
changing circumstances in which they find themselves,
and in turn it is important that the government considers
families in the course of its decision making and reports
regularly on progress on these issues. With this in mind
the coalition committed more than 12 months ago to
introduce an annual families statement to Parliament.
And in opposition we began that process. Today we
honour that commitment in government for the first
time and commence a continuing program of listening
to, learning from and better representing the interests of
Victorian families.
The statement we table today is not intended as a
comprehensive statistical analysis of family interests in
our state. Our objective is to set out a range of
important issues our government believes are
significant factors in assessing the wellbeing of
families. We trust this document will serve as a
discussion point for Victorian families. Each year the
families statement will be updated and grow to provide
an objective snapshot of the quality of life of Victorian
families, challenges ahead and progress in addressing
issues of concern.
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The coalition government has already moved to ensure
families are at the centre of our decision making. All
decisions of cabinet now consider in advance the
benefits for families. The definition of ‘family’ will no
doubt vary according to the perspective of different
communities. Indeed the definition varies in different
jurisdictions and for different regulatory purposes. For
example, the Australian Taxation Office in its ‘family
group’ definitions for the purposes of trust law uses an
extended framework including spouses, children,
grandchildren, parents, grandparents, siblings, nephews,
nieces, their spouses and lineal descendants including
adopted, step and ex-nuptial children, and former
spouse or stepchildren. Family and relationship laws
apply definitions appropriate to their particular
purposes.
In Victoria the coalition government acknowledges and
celebrates the extraordinary strength and essential role
of traditional families and undertakes to ensure their
recognition and support. And the government also
acknowledges that Victorian families and households
come in varied shapes and sizes. In addition to the
traditional so-called nuclear family, Victorian families
include the blended, step and extended families, single
parents, people choosing not to have children, people
whose children have moved out and begun families of
their own and those embracing domestic relationships.
There are families recently arrived from across the
world and indigenous families for whom Victoria has
been home for thousands of years. There are families
with single incomes. Others with more. Families
dependent on carers. Others dependent on government
support. The definitions are less important than the
recognition that families are the building blocks of our
society.
This statement is for all families, whatever form they
take, because this coalition government governs for all
Victorians. Some families are thriving. But we know
many families are currently doing it tough. In country
Victoria in particular many families, having endured
years of drought, now face the consequences of
devastating floods. The coalition government has
responded to these floods with a full package of
assistance measures to ease the plight of the thousands
of affected families. This package includes clean-up
and personal hardship grants, financial support for
affected businesses, funding for infrastructure
rebuilding and assistance for agriculture and tourism.
The cabinet task force will continue to coordinate
assistance and ensure that recovery and rebuilding takes
place as quickly as possible and that local businesses
and trades are engaged wherever possible. And we will
not forget those affected by the Black Saturday
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bushfires. Additional support has recently been
announced and will continue as recovery and rebuilding
proceeds. But Victorian families thrive best when their
most basic of needs are met. First and foremost families
need somewhere to live and a secure income to manage
a household budget. To that end the coalition
government aims to promote a strong, competitive
economy and responsible financial management —
keys to the future prosperity of Victorian families.
Families need infrastructure and services that work. A
road network and transport system which is reliable,
efficient, affordable and safe is essential to the daily
lives of families. Equally important is having access to
quality education, health and disability support services
when and where families need them.
Families expect their neighbourhoods to be safe and
friendly. And there is no hiding from the fact that
Victorians are concerned about the impact of crime and
antisocial behaviour. In an age of frantic change in
social lifestyle and technology, a concern to all
Victorian families is to maintain a sense of belonging
and pride in our community.
Balancing the household budget has become a lot
harder for many families. Although average earnings
are up, the costs of some essentials have gone up faster,
including housing, rents and utilities, health and
education. The cost of food has risen faster than other
costs, while transport and fuel costs continue to rise.
These factors have placed increased pressure on
household budgets, particularly for families on low
incomes.
The government is working to relieve this pressure.
This includes helping families manage their electricity,
gas and water bills, introducing energy-saving
discounts and giving additional discounts to concession
card holders such as a 17.5 per cent year-round
discount on electricity bills, which means that for an
average annual power bill — currently around
$1600 — concession card holders will double their
savings to $280. And it also means expanding the
natural gas network through rural and regional Victoria,
reducing power bills and encouraging business
investment.
The government is also acting on house prices by
introducing stamp duty concessions for first home
buyers, pensioners, concession card holders and eligible
young farmers buying their first property, increasing the
land made available for new housing and boosting the
supply of affordable rental housing. Families already
burdened by high prices have also faced paying high
taxes and charges as well. Victoria has one of the
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highest tax levels, as a ratio of gross state product, of
any state in 2010–11. The government is conducting an
independent review of Victoria’s finances to ensure that
taxpayers can have confidence that expenditure
provides true value for their contributions.
We want Victorians to get the job skills they need.
Currently youth unemployment is high, and many
Victorians do not have the skills necessary to meet the
demands of modern life. This government is
fast-tracking concession fee places for TAFE diplomas
for 15 to 24-year-old students holding a health care card
from 1 February 2011. We want to ensure that our
training system is responsive to the needs of all
Victorians, providing opportunities for mature age and
senior Victorians, those with disabilities or facing
disadvantage. We want also to acknowledge and
explore the important role that family businesses play in
providing employment, training and community
support.
But life is much more than a steady income and a
balanced budget; it is also about a broader balance. It is
about ensuring time is spent with our families, not time
stuck in traffic or at the station. It is about being able to
live in our neighbourhoods free from fear; in thriving
local, regional and rural communities. It is about
healthy and active families, and an education system
that allows children to reach their full potential. The
government is acting on all of these, for all Victorians.
The coalition government plans to improve public
transport through better connections, more trains and
trams and better maintenance. The government will be
undertaking feasibility and planning studies for rail
links to Doncaster, Rowville and Melbourne Airport,
and a rail link to Avalon Airport. In the longer term,
consideration will be given to more rail links, such as
passenger rail between Geelong, Ballarat and Bendigo
to provide regional families with more travel options.
With an increase in some violent offences over the past
five years including assaults on public transport,
community safety is one of this government’s top
priorities. The government is taking measures to
improve public safety, including by deploying
1700 new police officers. One hundred of these officers
will be deployed specifically for public transport and
will be supplemented with protective services officers
on patrol at all metropolitan and selected regional train
stations. We will also abolish suspended sentences and
home detention, establish baseline sentences and
increase the average non-parole periods for violent
offenders.
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Regional and rural families face some distinct
challenges such as limited infrastructure and services,
and skill and labour shortages. The government is
committed to providing more training and education
opportunities to help keep young adults in rural and
regional areas and allow them to contribute to their
communities. We will work to improve infrastructure
and services for regional and rural families.
The government will also ensure improvements in our
education system. Principals will be provided with
greater control over the running of their schools,
including over building projects. The government will
assist families’ capacity to choose their schools. This
will include providing funding to non-government
schools to a quarter of the average cost of educating a
student in a government school. We believe that
children with behavioural problems and family issues
should be better supported, and we will provide
additional welfare officers for primary schools.
Our health system needs to have the capacity to care for
people when they need it most. There is room for
improvement in our health system. For example, over a
quarter of emergency patients are made to wait longer
than clinically recommended for medical attention. The
government will develop the new Victorian health plan
including specific plans for both the metropolitan and
rural and regional health-care systems and a capital
works plan for the next 12 years.
We will work to improve our health system, including
800 new beds over the next four years, more doctors,
nurses and other health workers, and 340 new
ambulance officers across the state. There are also plans
to build a new hospital in Bendigo and improve other
hospitals as part of a $1 billion health infrastructure
fund.
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And the government is committed to helping the more
vulnerable members of our community, including those
with disabilities. While there are presently over
1 million people in Victoria with a disability, this is
likely to increase as our population ages. But it is also
their families that are affected. Carers in particular can
have restricted opportunities to study, work and
socialise. We want to develop a new approach to
supporting people with disabilities and their carers and
families; we will tap into their knowledge and
understanding.
Above all, we are listening to the community. The 2011
Victorian Families Statement which I am launching
today represents the first step in what will be an
ongoing discussion with the public. That discussion
cannot just happen at government level. We will
consult with and listen to the community about the
future needs of Victorian families. To that end I am
announcing today that the government will establish a
families round table. The families round table will bring
together relevant ministers, community groups,
non-government organisations, business and church
leaders.
The round table will meet regularly to map critical
issues for families, lead community discussion, sponsor
wider consultation and chart future changes. The
government will also seek submissions from members
of the broader public, other organisations and
stakeholders. Their input to the work of the families
round table will help to shape our government’s annual
families statement. That consultation will include a
continuing program of community forums in regional
Victoria and online opportunities. We will be inviting
online feedback from members of the public,
particularly younger Victorians.

We will also focus on those suffering mental health
difficulties. The government is committed to improving
mental health services under a major new mental health
plan that includes funding for more services and new
facilities such as new mental health centres in
Collingwood and Bendigo.

We are committed to listening to and engaging with
Victorians so we better understand the needs of families
in Victoria and so that each year the families statement
will truly reflects the needs and aspirations of all. I
commend the families statement and I look forward to
engaging with all Victorians to advance the wellbeing
of families and our state.

Caring for senior Victorians is more important than it
has ever been. With an expected increase in demand for
health services for the elderly it is important that our
elderly are not forced to wait in hospitals for services.
With this in mind the government is increasing funding
for palliative care services and will continue to jointly
fund the home and community care program with the
commonwealth and local governments.

Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — I
welcome the Premier’s comment that he is going to
listen to families. One can only hope families have been
listening to him for the last 15 minutes. What an
uninspiring, almost-asleep performance. ‘Families are
the top priority and I shall be disinterested for all of
them’; that is the commitment of this government.
All of us in this place, regardless of what party put us
here, regardless of what community we represent,
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support families. We are all, in whatever role we can
play, passionate and committed — although the
Premier is doing a good job of impersonating someone
who is not — to supporting families in every way we
possibly can.
It is a great pleasure to be able to respond to this
wonderful, glossy document. I was certain we were not
going to have any more of these. I thought they were all
gone. I thought we were going to have a new dawn of
open and accountable government. There would be no
more glossy documents. In any event, the statement has
been made. I hope many Victorians were listening to
the Premier’s great, passionate speech in support of
them — motivated as usual.
The Premier and his colleagues were elected last year
on a very simple platform: to fix the problems.
Victorians voted for change; we accept that. We
acknowledge that, and the Premier has made very
straightforward commitments. He is going to fix the
problems, and we wish him well in that. Now that we
are on this side of the house it is our role on behalf of
all Victorians, including Victorian families, to ensure
that the Premier does just that: delivers each and every
commitment in full and on time — hopefully with
some passion — for every Victorian family.
That is why it is so very worrying — notwithstanding
the worthy sentiments written in this document — to
see that in only 71 or 72 or whatever days this
government has absolutely failed to act, has failed to
deliver and indeed has broken promises. It has betrayed
the trust that has been placed in it rather than rewarding
the sacred trust put in it by the Victorian community.
There is no better example of that than the repeated
embarrassing performances this week from the Minister
for Community Services, who first of all seemed
unaware that the Premier had committed to bringing
forward to 1 January the all-year-round energy
concession so boastfully talked about in this document.
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opposite, led by the Minister for Community Services,
have either misled the Parliament or have misled the
Herald Sun. I will leave it to the minister to determine,
in the fullness of time, which is the greater sin.
Families in my electorate and families across this state
know when 1 January was. Talk in the paper this week
said, ‘Oh, maybe a bill is needed, maybe legislation is
needed’. The only bill that families have got is their
energy bill, and it is not on the families round table but
on their kitchen tables. The bills have come, but the
concessions have not. That is to the embarrassment of
the Minister for Community Services and to the shame
of the Premier. This disgrace has been made clear for
all to see this week.
Of course the government has some form on this. Some
time ago I made the comment that it is much easier to
talk about problems than it is to fix them, and that the
Premier and his team, duly elected and supported by the
Victorian community, would find this out over time. In
some ways we all found that out, and just a couple of
days before polling day we found out how credible they
were in their commitment to fix the problems. That was
when they steadfastly refused to have the independent
Treasury cost their policies. Now, before we get to
abuse of the Treasury, the same Treasury that is now
holding the Treasurer’s hand and propping him up as he
seeks to prepare a budget for families in Victoria — in
between counting workstations — if it is good enough
to put together the Treasurer’s first budget, it ought to
have been good enough to cost those policies last year.
Having steadfastly refused to hand over those policies,
however, the now Treasurer instead got his lunch
buddy from that powerhouse of the accounting
profession whose name I cannot even remember — that
is how well-known it is — two or three doors down
from 104 Exhibition Street to put together a costings
document. It was a document that said more via
omission than via what was actually contained within it.

I know it has been a long week, and maybe the Premier
is having an off day, but today is not 1 January — that
was some time ago. Having made an election
commitment to deliver on 1 July, he then went to
the Herald Sun and said, ‘Well, bully for me; I’m going
to give everyone an early Christmas present and bring it
forward to 1 January’. It was Christmas in July. That is
what this is all about: Christmas in July. The
embarrassment of the Minister for Community Services
is enduring and profound.

Time is against me — I have only 20 minutes, and I
could regale the house for much longer than that, given
the number of things that were bragged about, that were
boasted of and that were promised across the length and
breadth of this state: ‘You want it; you’ve got it’ — but
I point out that the government had absolutely no
hesitation in promising everything to everyone,
everywhere at every time. But when you look at the
documentation going the four years across the forward
estimates, there are so many things, but not one real
word and not one real dollar.

On Tuesday there was no talk of a bring forward; on
Wednesday it was, ‘Well, maybe, but we’ll get back to
you about that’. It is simply not good enough. Those

I would have thought, in a bipartisan way that in the
community I live in — and I think in communities right
across this state — children’s health would be central to
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the way in which we might all together support
families. When the former government made
announcements — fully costed, fully funded — for a
$250 million dedicated paediatric hospital at Monash
Medical Centre, Clayton, the then opposition leader
came out later that day and said, in effect, ‘Oh, what a
great project! We’ve been thinking about this and
working on this for some time. It’s a great project and,
look, I’ll tell you what, we’ll match that. We’ll do it
too’.
Having worked very closely as a government with
Southern Health — with the paediatricians, with people
like Professor Nick Freezer and so many others, not just
to say that we supported a hospital out there but
actually having done the detailed work to deliver one
and having made the commitment on the day to begin
in 2012 and open in 2014 — we naturally assumed, as
did families across the south-eastern suburbs and
Gippsland and the Latrobe Valley, that ‘That’s a good
idea’ and ‘We’ll match it’, actually meant that. We
thought it actually meant that. But, no, on the Thursday
before polling day Sir Lunchalot and his mates came
out with their document! And what did it include?
There was no mention of Monash children’s hospital or
any derivative thereof — not one word and not one
dollar. They are the facts.
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The government says in this statement:
Victorians deserve to have access to services and
opportunities wherever they live.

That is a great sentiment, absolutely. I can think of no
better example of not just talking about that but actually
delivering it, and that is the Victorian schools plan. It
did not matter if you were in a safe Nationals electorate,
in a community with 500 people, or in a community
that had never supported the Labor Party and was
highly unlikely to ever support the Labor Party. It did
not matter. Primary votes, and two-party preferred
votes and the pendulum were not a consideration in the
Victorian schools plan. That is why the plan had at its
centre a commitment to support every single school
over 10 years.
What we have had in furtherance of this government’s
stated support for families is the Minister for Education
during the last sitting week in this place junking the
Victorian schools plan by making it clear that he would
be delivering on Liberal Party commitments. That is his
first and only priority. So even now, only 70-odd days
in, it is easy to say that the coalition governs for all
Victorians, but actually delivering it will prove very
difficult indeed for this government.
Honourable members interjecting.

I can go through health service after health service,
transport project after transport project, community
facility after community facility, and school after
school — I will come back to schools in a moment —
where coalition members went across this state and
promised everything to everyone under this banner of
‘fix the problems’. They said, ‘Because families come
first, we are going to build the future’, but they were not
going to fund it. They hoped they could slide and
no-one would notice, for instance, that when they
promised to rebuild the Royal Victorian Eye and Ear
Hospital and from the ground up, oops, they forgot to
say when. It will not happen in the next four years
because it too is not mentioned in the documentation
provided by the then opposition, now the government,
just two days before Victorians cast their vote. I can cite
example after example of where I think this
government will undoubtedly find that it is much easier
to talk about problems than it is to fix them.
On education, I note the glossy document that we were
never going to have makes some comments. There is
no page number on it. They did promise reform — —
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr ANDREWS — There is no number on that one,
sport. Go back to counting workstations!

The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Ferntree
Gully!
Mr ANDREWS — Rather than governing and
making decisions that might impact on and benefit a
family — even one family — across the state, we have
had a situation where it is review and task force, and
review again, and more reviews — and now we have
the family round table, no doubt the Chippendale round
table. Families cannot eat a round table. Families
cannot get medical care at a round table. You cannot
take the round table down to the energy company in
replacement of the broken promise to bring forward the
concessions. If anything, you might well be chopping
up the table for firewood, because winter will be here
before these concessions are. Perhaps you could live
under the round table, I am not sure. Again I could go
through so many examples.
We have a situation where, with much pomp and
ceremony, much gloss — no passion, I might add —
we got a little spiel about all these wonderful rail links
the government would build. Having learnt the lessons
of last time in office, when it closed rail lines, now the
coalition is apparently in favour of building new ones.
That is a great thing. It is a good thing. I think all
families would support that, until of course they learn
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they will have to ride a feasibility study into the city. I
have heard of discount airfares, and things have come
down a lot, but I do not know how anyone is going to
ride the feasibility study to Melbourne Airport. Again,
much of this, certainly in tone if not in substance, was
not necessarily up-front during the election campaign
itself. There was much fanfare, with the coalition
saying it was going to do all sorts of things.
Last week we heard some announcements about
massive boosts in Geelong. This is a spin-free
government, but it is going to give a massive boost to
Geelong. It was not only that, but there was a feasibility
study as well. Of course you can take your feasibility
study down to the bank and say to the bank manager,
‘Look, I am a family, Ted says he supports me and I
have my feasibility study here, I would like a loan,
please’, or ‘I am a bit behind in my mortgage, could
you help me out? I have a feasibility study’. What a
sham. What an absolute disgrace. The coalition would
say anything to anyone, anywhere, any time and deliver
nothing. The lack of passion — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Ferntree
Gully!
Mr ANDREWS — The lack of — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Ferntree
Gully! That is two warnings.
Mr ANDREWS — We have seen in 70-odd days
an abject failure by government members to keep their
word, an abject failure to deliver on the commitments
they have made, and an abject failure to honour the
trust that has been placed in them by the Victorian
community. Legitimately those opposite are the
government. They ran on a very simple slogan: fix the
problems.
What I would say to the Leader of the Liberal Party, the
Premier, is this: if you cannot even come in here and
pretend to be passionate about Victorian families; if you
come in here like it is the No-Doz that brought you in
here; if your colleagues are asleep behind you or on
their Blackberrys — and that is what they were,
absolute drones, half asleep, if not more; if you cannot
even pretend to be for Victorian families, is it any
wonder that you have spent all your time in office so far
failing to deliver for them, breaking promises? If you
cannot pretend to back families, no-one will be
surprised that you will fail to deliver for them. The
words in this statement are worthy sentiments, and that
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is all they are from this government and this asleep
Premier.
Mr RYAN (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services) — It is my great pleasure to join this critically
important debate on an issue which is pivotal to this
government and the future of Victorians at large. It is
around the issue of families. It is around the fact that
when all of us think of what we are, what makes us and
what brings us to this place, so much of it is around
family and the sorts of standards and principles that
have been imbued in all of us because of issues around
family.
It is a shame that we should have the Leader of the
Opposition stand here and mock what I think is a
wonderful initiative by the Premier of the state of
Victoria. Indeed I congratulate the Premier for bringing
in this statement today. As I said to him before this
started, he should be very proud of the fact that he made
it very, very clear right through the campaign that
issues around looking after Victorian families would be
absolutely pivotal to the way in which this government
conducted itself and discharged its responsibilities to
Victorians.
The Premier should be equally proud that amongst the
first of the initiatives he brings to this Parliament is
today’s statement on families and their future. I
congratulate him on doing so; it is a great step on his
part. Importantly also it will be a cornerstone of what
we as a government bring to the Parliament at the start
of each year. We do genuinely regard families as being
absolutely critical to the future of our state.
All this is to be contrasted, of course, with what we see
and hear from this pathetic rabble opposite today. When
we see the Leader of the Opposition, the leader of the
alternate government that is all too soon to be forgotten
as being that absolute rabble that its members now are,
conducting himself in the manner that he has today, it is
nothing less than a disgrace. Is it any wonder that they
sit where they do? Is it any wonder that Victorians
voted as they did on 27 November? If Victorians
wanted to see a restatement of the bases, the
justification, for the change they made on that great day
of 27 November last year, they would see it in the
conduct of the rabble who sit opposite today
masquerading as Her Majesty’s opposition and led by a
Leader of the Opposition who can do no better than
denigrate what has been a remarkable initiative — —
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I ask that
you direct the Deputy Premier back to the discussion,
which is on the Premier’s families statement. We know
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that the Deputy Premier is in here only to protect the
Premier and he has muscled his way into — —
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr RYAN — So it is that the focus on families is
reflected in the speech which the Premier has so ably
delivered here today and in the commentary contained
within the document that we have before us.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr RYAN — In passing I might say that it is a
document which is carefully page numbered. It does
have numbers on the pages. It just goes to show that the
Leader of the Opposition is not only blind to the issues
that are under discussion but blind full stop.
Mr Andrews — On a point of order, Speaker, I
would have thought that it was probably unbecoming
for the Deputy Premier of this great state to take the
piss out of people who cannot see.
Honourable members interjecting.
Mr Andrews — Quite frankly, there is nothing
funny about blindness, and humour to that effect is in
no-one’s interests.
Mr RYAN — For the sake of clarity, inasmuch as I
have caused offence to the Leader of the Opposition, I
withdraw and I apologise.
Moving right along, this is an important issue of critical
significance to us as a state. We have embodied in our
government the significance of families and how
crucial they are to us and to Victoria. In the passage of
all legislation that goes before the cabinet, there is a
specific check against the impact of that legislation on
families, just as there is a specific check of the impact
of that legislation upon rural and regional Victoria.
These are important initiatives which go to the very
heart of the way in which we intend to govern for all
Victorians.
This question of family is critical to all of us. It is about
the ability of the family environment to imbue
standards, principles and respect in those around us and
to have our children hopefully come out of a stable
environment to enable them to make their way in the
world in a manner which we would hope represents the
best for them and the future of our state. The harsh
reality is that — and it is not necessarily anybody’s
fault — these days in the contemporary world in which
we live it is all too often the case that a lot of our young
people come out of environments that are unfortunately
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not able in this day and age to offer to them these
fundamental principles that we as a Parliament once
regarded as a given aspect of family life.
These in turn are issues which have shaped the way in
which we are going to govern the state. They underpin
why we have established through a ministry an office
for crime prevention. We recognise that a lot of the
matters which the Premier has referred to and which are
reflected in the documentation before us about
difficulty in community structures, law and order
matters and the like are of a longer term nature: they are
to do with a lot of the problems that arise because a lot
of our young ones just do not have those essential
elements that we have long regarded as being the
cornerstone of families. So it is that we as a government
have created a specific portfolio which is going to be
directed under the leadership of the minister toward
addressing those all-important issues. Again, it is a
cornerstone of what we have done under the leadership
of the Premier.
We recognise that families are now under enormous
pressure from a variety of circumstances. Again, it is a
feature of the contemporary world. As I say, family
structures are under threat. Financially, a lot of our
families are struggling with the cost of living. A degree
of that without doubt rests upon the shoulders of those
who now sit opposite, but it extends to issues such as
meeting the mortgage payments, what are the interest
rates and how are we who live in regional Victoria
going to be able to educate our children, particularly
when so many of them come to a metropolitan
environment. These matters cause enormous pressures,
of course, upon our families in not only in metropolitan
but country areas.
The minister for small business was but up to a moment
ago beside me here at the table. We see increasingly the
pressures upon small business. One of the realities of
today is that the small business sector continues to
struggle with what I think is another element of the
famed two-speed economy. It is true that if you are
running a business which is hooked into a government
contract at any level then you are doing reasonably
well, but if you are running one of the true small
businesses where issues of cash flow and outstanding
small debt are ongoing to your being able to conduct
your future, which are so often run by families, you are
under intense pressure.
I note in section 2 of the document, which forms part of
the statement that, on the opposing page to page 4 as
numbered on the page, there is a photograph of a dairy
farmer. It is interesting to reflect that when you are
talking about small businesses and family businesses it
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is reflective of how important businesses of that ilk are
to Victorians at large, but particularly those of us who
live in rural and regional Victoria. The whole dairy
industry is underpinned by families. It so important to
us as a government to make sure that in advancing the
interests of families we have regard to the enormity of
the pressures upon those who are involved in those
smaller family farms because so many of those
enterprises are operated by family units.
We have seen the pressures on families of fire and
flood. Those matters have been dealt with at length by
the Premier in his contribution. In a quick reflection, I
must say that in Lockington years ago, when my father
owned a stock transport firm, he managed to get the
truck bogged one night in the course of a heavy flood.
He brought his mates home to get some gear to go and
get the truck out. My mother, in her great faith sense,
tried to bless him with a bottle of Lourdes water, at
which point my father said, ‘Marie, my darling, we
have enough water’.
The simple fact is that the Premier is to be
congratulated on bringing in this statement. It identifies
what is a cornerstone of responsibility for us as a
government, and it shows Victorian families can
depend upon the Liberal-Nationals coalition for their
future.
Mr HOLDING (Lyndhurst) — We have just heard
from the Deputy Premier, and indeed the Premier
himself, the government’s belief in the adage that if you
simply say it, it must be true. We saw it with this
statement in this glossy document which has been
tabled in the house today, and we also heard it in the
rhetoric from the Deputy Premier, who said the
statement was so ably delivered, according to him, by
the Premier. There was the lack of passion, the
sleepwalking here in the chamber and the disappointed
and depressed faces of those opposite who could see
that the Premier had no passion in this at all.
This government has not learnt the difference between
campaigning and governing. Government members did
not get the memorandum that the election is actually
over and it is now for them to get on with the job of
actually governing for Victorians and delivering on the
promises that they made during the last election. As an
opposition we welcome the opportunity to contribute to
a discussion as to how this government can best deliver
for Victorian families. But the building blocks of this
discussion and debate must be grounded in truth and
not deception. The greatest disrespect that can be
proffered to Victorian families is not to deal honestly
with them on the great issues that face them. That is the
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test that should be applied to this statement that has
been delivered in the house today.
The Premier says in this statement that, first and
foremost, families need somewhere to live. But there is
not $1 or one initiative in this statement that provides
any support for low-income families or for families in
public and social housing or those hoping to get into the
private rental market. There are no words for them;
there are no initiatives for them that will actually help
them access low-cost, affordable housing.
Let us look at the difference between both parties on
this issue. When we were in government we put on the
table in partnership with the federal government over
$1 billion to provide low-cost housing for Victorians —
6500 public and social housing units by 2012 and
7500 subsidised private rental units. There was more
than $500 million from the state government and over
$1 billion in partnership with the federal government. It
was the biggest support package for public and social
housing and low-cost private rental accommodation in
Australian history.
What did those opposite put on the table? A risible
$30 million. Members should not judge them by what
they say but by what they do. We remember the
member for Doncaster campaigning against social
housing projects in her electorate. A campaign ran on
her website against the Doncaster Hill social housing
project. The member for Ferntree Gully campaigned
against social housing projects in his electorate. The
government does not advocate providing support for
Victorian families by providing access to low-income
families.
The statement that has been delivered today says there
is increasing budget pressure on households and that:
The government is working to relieve this pressure.

That is at the centre of this government’s claims about
how it will support Victorian families. What has the
government done? In December the Premier told
Victorians he would fast-track a year-round energy
concession for power bills. We remember that front
page of a Herald Sun saying it would be a Christmas
present for Victorians. Christmas has come and gone,
and low-income Victorians are still waiting for the
concession to be brought forward. Low-income
families are still waiting — —
Ms Wooldridge interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for
Community Services!
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Mr Andrews interjected.
Mr HOLDING — It is Christmas in July according
to the Leader of the Opposition. Now we know who the
turkey is. We have just heard her interjecting across the
table and making claims about what this party may or
may not have done.
Prior to the election the then opposition bought
advertising space in suburban newspapers to promise
that if elected it would keep supermarket prices down.
What nonsense! What an insult to Victorians to hold
out the false hope that it is within the gift of the state
government to bring downward pressure on
supermarket prices. What will be the impact of this
government’s policies on a litre of milk, a loaf of bread,
a tub of butter or whatever it might be?
We know the opposition has no initiatives in this area.
It was revealed when we heard the Treasurer answering
a question without notice in December last year. When
he got up in the chamber he was all at sea. All this was
going to be delivered by cutting government waste. The
downward pressure on supermarket prices was going to
be delivered by cutting government waste. What did we
see? We saw the Treasurer having to be rescued by the
Minister for Ports, who raised a humiliating and
patronising point of order, trying desperately to provide
assistance to the Treasurer. The Minister for Ports was
trying to throw him a lifebuoy, and it was nothing more
than an anchor which took the Treasurer straight to the
bottom.
What have we heard? Instead we have heard that it is
all about input prices. It is going to bring downward
pressure on input prices. That is how the government is
going to deliver on its promise, according to those
opposite, to lower supermarket prices for families. But
what have we seen? In January this year we saw retail
gas and electricity prices go up, and we heard nothing
from those opposite. We saw public transport fares go
up by up to 5.9 per cent. That was put out in a statement
by the Minister for Public Transport. There was not a
peep about what the government would be doing to
relieve pressure on Victorian families. Gas and
electricity prices are up between 4 and 14.5 per cent.
There has been nothing from those opposite about what
they will do to relieve pressure on household prices.
But these are the things they are going to be doing to
deliver their commitment to lower supermarket prices
for groceries for Victorian families.
Mr O’Brien interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Minister for Energy
and Resources!
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Mr HOLDING — Now the Minister for Energy
and Resources tells us about water prices. This week
we have heard about water prices from those opposite.
They have conceded that no matter how much cost is
involved with changes at the desalination plant, it will
make no difference whatsoever to the cost to the
Victorian consumer. The Minister for Water has made
absolutely clear it is a fixed-price contract. There will
be nothing from those opposite to reduce pressure on
household prices or lower grocery prices for Victorian
families. The emperor has no clothes in relation to
reducing — —
Mr Andrews — He has got a table, though.
Mr HOLDING — Yes, exactly. He will be sitting
there with no clothes on at the round table with all the
knights of Camelot, yet there will be no impact
whatsoever on household prices for Victorian families.
The least those opposite can do is deal honestly with the
Victorian people and put aside the rhetoric from the
election campaign, when they claimed they would be
able to drive down retail gas and electricity prices,
when they claimed they would drive down water prices,
when they claimed they would put downward pressure
on public transport prices, and when they claimed they
would put downward pressure on prices for Victorian
families. Since the election we have seen a string of
broken promises from those opposite as they admit and
concede that in so many of those areas they have no
intention of doing anything to reduce prices for
Victorian families, no intention of doing anything to
provide low-cost, affordable and secure
accommodation for Victorian families, and no intention
of doing any of the basic things that they claimed
during the election campaign they would do. Instead
what we have seen is spin and glossy documents. The
very things coalition members said they would not be
doing when they were campaigning in opposition are
exactly what they have turned to in government. These
people opposite have been revealed as unready and
unfit for governing in Victoria.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Mental
Health) — I am very pleased to rise today in support of
the 2011 Victorian Families Statement. This stems from
a commitment from the Premier back in opposition that
we would develop an annual families statement to
provide a snapshot of issues affecting Victorian
families. This is a Premier that delivers on his
commitments, and that is why we are here today. I
congratulate the Premier on that.
Mr Andrews interjected.
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The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Leader of the
Opposition to put down that paper.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — It is very disappointing
that all we have had from opposition members are
personal attacks and misconceptions about what they
achieved in government. What we really know is that
the former Minister for Water, the member for
Lyndhurst, has absolutely lost the plot. He talks about
honesty. Where was the honesty when the former
government talked about not piping water along the
north–south pipeline and not taking water from the
north? Where was the honesty about the cost-of-living
perception among families when he burdened Victorian
families with the cost of the desalinisation plant for
decades to come? And where was the honesty from the
Leader of the Opposition when he was the Minister for
Health? In 2006 the centrepiece of the then Labor
government’s policies — —
Mr Holding interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Lyndhurst should address members by their correct
names and not interject.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — Where was the honesty?
The centrepiece of the 2006 Labor Party campaign was
a comprehensive cancer centre in Parkville. Not one
brick is in place four years later. The former
government absolutely failed to deliver the centrepiece
of what it committed to do for Victorian families.
Mr Andrews — Have you been there? No.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition!
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — What we have had instead
was a failure under a Labor government. What we have
seen today is a denial of the impact they had over those
long, dark years on Victorian families. When we talk
about families we are always thinking in the context of
our own families. When I think about my family the
notion is very much a nuclear family. I think about
mum, dad and a young son happily living in suburban
Melbourne.
Mr Nardella interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Melton!
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — However, if you scratch
the surface of families what you see is the inevitable
complexity that all families have. You have multiple
parents, mental illness, degenerative illness,
Aboriginality, divorce, de facto relationships,
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guardianship, success, lack of success, country and city
areas, pensions and portfolios, ageing parents and kids
starting schools. There is no doubt that families are very
complex, and we reflect that in our support for the
range of assistance and services that families in this
state need.
The glue that keeps families together is that sense of
kin, that sense of love and support, of seeking the best
for individuals and the hope that each and every
member of the family can reach their full potential for
the future. That is what we want to do as a state
government. That is what we want for Victorian
families. We want not to do it for them but to ensure
that they have an environment where families can
flourish. We want an education system where children
can — —
Ms Thomson interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Footscray should desist from her interjections.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — We want an education
system where children learn to think and to prepare for
jobs as yet unimagined. We want an economy where
new jobs can be developed in value-added industries.
We want an environment where innovation is rife and
small business owners have the confidence to start
small businesses for the future. We want an
environment where high-quality health and community
services are available where people need them and
when they need them, whether that be in country or city
Victoria. We want an environment where communities
are safe, inclusive and nurturing of everyone, and
where we can celebrate religious and ethnic diversity
and realise that is a key issue to what makes Victoria
vibrant.
Ms Beattie interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Yuroke!
Ms WOOLDRIDGE — What do we actually
have? Eleven years of Labor neglect. If I just think
about the most vulnerable families in this state, in the
areas that I represent in terms of my portfolio, we have
families that cannot access mental health services. They
cannot access them in the community or in the
hospitals. They cannot get the support they need when
they need it. We see at its peak over 2700 children who
have been abused and neglected, unable to have even a
case manager to make sure they are being supported
and protected. The number of young people binge
drinking has doubled over the last 10 years of Labor
administration and people cannot access drug services.
Ageing parents are too afraid to die because they do not
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know what is going to happen to their adult child with a
disability, and there are over 2700 people waiting on
Labor’s waiting list to access those supports. Families
are struggling to pay their bills of ever-increasing costs
of services and utilities.

FOI or release. They are prepared by the department for
both sides of politics in the event of a change of
government —

The difference, and why the government was elected, is
that we have solutions for the future. We are going to
make the difference and keep the focus on Victorian
families to make that difference. There will be a
significant boost to community mental health services,
mental health services for young people, strengthening
of clinical services and making sure there is a transition
from clinical services into accommodation and support
in an ongoing way. We are going to have more mother
and baby units: antenatal and postnatal support for
women who need assistance during pregnancy and after
the birth.

The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition has asked his question.

I love it that the Labor Party in opposition keeps on
raising these concessions, because there will be an
additional $350 million for 800 000 families for an
all-year-round electricity concession — something the
Labor Party never did. We have new, innovative
supported accommodation and respite. We will
recognise the role that carers can and do play in the
support of the people for whom they care. We are going
to lead the implementation of this policy and work with
the federal government and the other states to
implement a national disability insurance scheme.
There are long-term solutions for families who have
family members with profound and severe disabilities.
Sitting suspended 1.01 p.m. until 2.03 p.m.
Business interrupted pursuant to standing orders.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Government: freedom of information
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Premier. I refer the Premier to his
comments in the Age newspaper on 30 November last
year, where he said, ‘Accountability and transparency
will be the principles that underpin our government’,
and I ask: given that the federal Treasury has now
released incoming government briefings and the federal
shadow Treasurer released the blue book briefings
following the 2010 federal election, will the Premier
commit to releasing the Department of Premier and
Cabinet blue books provided to him on coming to
government?
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier) — As the Leader of the
Opposition knows, the blue books are not subject to

Mr Andrews interjected.

Mr BAILLIEU — or in the event that there is no
change of government. The department prepares
information.
Mr Andrews interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not want to have to
start warning the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr BAILLIEU — That information is prepared by
the department, and it has never been subject to release.
If the federal government chooses to change the
arrangements, that is up to it. My understanding is that
at the federal level part of this information has been
released, but then again if — —
Mr Andrews interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The Leader of the
Opposition!
Mr BAILLIEU — If the Leader of the Opposition
wishes to make a freedom of information application,
he will in the process be given the legal opinions and
will get the response that is appropriate.

Hotel Windsor redevelopment: Ombudsman’s
report
Mr NEWTON-BROWN (Prahran) — My question
is to the Premier. Will the Premier outline to the house
the government’s response to the Ombudsman’s
investigation into the probity of the Hotel Windsor
redevelopment, which was tabled in Parliament today?
Mr BAILLIEU (Premier) — I thank the member
for Prahran for his question. In doing so I note his track
record in the field of planning, his understanding of
probity and his understanding of how the planning
system should work. Today the Ombudsman has tabled
his report into the probity of the Hotel Windsor
redevelopment. This is the report that the community of
Victoria has been waiting a long time for. The
Ombudsman has made 17 recommendations, and I will
come to those in a moment.
The fact is that this report follows the release, albeit an
inadvertent one, of a media plan from the former
Minister for Planning. At the time the former Minister
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for Planning claimed that he knew nothing about a
proposed sham consultation, that it was all the fault of a
staffer. He knew nothing; he did not know; it did not
happen; and it was all his staffer’s idea. What we learnt
today is that this is not what occurred at all. In fact in
the week before the media plan was prepared a meeting
was held between two departmental officials, the
former minister and the former minister’s chief of staff
where this plan was concocted.
This report brings into question the accounts of these
events by the former Minister for Planning, it brings
into question the management and conduct of the office
of the former Minister for Planning by the former
Minister for Planning, it brings into question the
adequacy and the terms of reference of the probity audit
into this affair which the former Minister for Planning
commissioned, it brings into question the conduct and
the role of the then chief of staff of the former Minister
for Planning and it brings into question the application
and the adequacy of codes of conduct that applied
under the previous government. There are serious
issues raised. There are 17 recommendations. We have
now had the morning to look at this report, and I can
say that we take each and every one of these
recommendations seriously and will respond
accordingly.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Bendigo East! The Premier has 1 minute left.
Mr BAILLIEU — I can understand the
embarrassment of the opposition at this scandal, but this
again raises the need for an independent, broadbased
anticorruption commission, for fully transparent
processes, for record keeping in Heritage Victoria, and
for the departments to be upgraded and for additional
training. But it also brings into question the leadership
of the Leader of the Opposition, because it is now a
question of what the former Minister for Planning is
doing on the front bench of the opposition to represent
the opposition as an alternative government. It is totally
and utterly unacceptable, and it is now a question for
the Leader of the Opposition.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, firstly, I
would like an indication whether, in line with your
direction to the house last night, the clock is going to
stop during this point of order. Obviously that has now
passed. The point of order I wish to raise is that an
attack on the Leader of the Opposition is clearly not
part of government administration. If only the Premier
had been as fired up about families in his earlier
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response to the house as he is in attacking the
opposition — —
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr Baillieu — On the point of order, Speaker, this
report brings into question the integrity of the previous
government, many members of which still sit on the
front bench here. The backbench ought to be aware that
the problems we have to fix are of their doing.
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order. The Premier has completed his answer.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I
appreciate that this is the first question time where we
are operating under the new sessional orders and that
there is a 4-minute limit to ministers’ answers.
However, there continues to be some ambiguity before
the house about what is going to happen in regard to the
clock stopping when points of order are being taken.
You indicated to the house last night that it would be at
your discretion. However, you did not indicate at the
start of question time today, or indeed while I was
taking my point of order, whether the clock would stop.
It would assist all members of the house if you could
provide some consistency in that regard.
The SPEAKER — Order! In regard to the point of
order raised by the member for Bendigo East, there
were 15 seconds to go at the time she got to her feet. I
did not stop the clock because I believed there were
only 15 seconds left to go and it appeared to me that the
Premier was winding up in that period of time. If it had
been 15 seconds from the start of the Premier’s
response, then yes, I would have stopped the clock.
However, there were only 15 seconds to go. I want to
make it clear that it is at the discretion of the Speaker. I
will judge it the way I see fit. If I believe the clock
should be stopped, I will say, ‘Stop the clock’.

Government: freedom of information
Mr HOLDING (Lyndhurst) — My question is to
the Treasurer. What specific changes have been made
to the processing of freedom of information
applications in the Department of Treasury and Finance
as a consequence of the change in government?
Mr WELLS (Treasurer) — I thank the shadow
Treasurer for his question. I find it fascinating that in all
his time as minister for finance the former minister did
not ask for one briefing. I cannot believe it; not one
briefing. In answer to his question about freedom of
information — —
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The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the Treasurer not to
be critical of members of the opposition.
Mr WELLS — In regard to FOI requests and the
issue of transparency, under the Baillieu government
that is all under review. We will make sure that our
freedom of information policy is very good and
achieves our election promises. As far as the
Department of Treasury and Finance is concerned, the
issue of transparency will be improved significantly in
comparison with the time under the former minister for
finance.

Anticorruption commission: establishment
Mr THOMPSON (Sandringham) — My question
without notice is directed to the Minister responsible for
the establishment of an anti-corruption commission,
and I ask: is the minister aware of an Ombudsman’s
report today which exposes a massive cover-up, and
what is his response?
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, in
Rulings from the Chair of November 2010 at page 157
there is a ruling from a previous Speaker that questions
regarding Ombudsman’s reports can only be answered
by a minister insofar as they relate to their ministerial
responsibilities. Given that the subject of this report is
outside the scope of the Minister responsible for the
establishment of an anti-corruption commission and
particularly given that the minister is yet to have any
legislation that underpins his responsibility as a
minister, I suggest that this question be ruled out of
order.
Mr Ryan — On the point of order, Speaker, the
minister has responsibility for the introduction and
implementation of the anticorruption commission. The
report tabled today goes to issues to do with corruption,
with inappropriate conduct and with various breaches
of codes of conduct, and I believe it is appropriate for
the minister to answer this question.
Ms Green — On the point of order, Speaker, I
support the point of order raised by the member for
Bendigo East. I draw to your attention the discussion
last night. I think this clearly falls into the portfolio of
the Minister for Local Government, because last night
the member for Benalla raised this matter with the
Minister for Local Government. I think you ought to
rule as the member for Bendigo East has suggested,
given former rulings from the Chair and the fact that the
adjournment matter was raised with the Minister for
Local Government by the member for Benalla last
night.
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The SPEAKER — Order! I believe the member for
Yan Yean has the two reports mixed up. The one raised
last night was in regard to a councillor from Hume City
Council. This report is one by the Ombudsman
regarding the Hotel Windsor redevelopment. I do not
uphold the point of order.
Mr McINTOSH (Minister responsible for the
establishment of an anti-corruption commission) — For
the clarification for the member for Yan Yean, what we
are speaking about here is the report that was tabled
today. There are certainly a number of matters, but it is
entitled Ombudsman Investigation into the Probity of
the Hotel Windsor Redevelopment.
The most important thing is that this again
demonstrates the importance of establishing an
anticorruption commission here in Victoria. It also
highlights the significance of properly defining what
corruption is. This anticorruption commission is going
to have to grapple with that issue, but the most
important thing is that it is a miscarriage subverting or
perverting an official function, and I would have
thought that a minister of the Crown has an official
function — or example, in a planning process. That
perversion or subversion of an official planning process
is a matter of profound concern for the whole of the
government, and that is why we need an anticorruption
commission in this state — not just a patchwork, but a
single body that can look across the whole of
government.
The other aspect of the anticorruption commission that
we propose to set up on this side of the house — —
The SPEAKER — Order! Stop the clock.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, in the
minister’s contribution he made a very serious
allegation about a member of this house, alleging that in
his opinion he was perverting proper planning
processes. That is a very serious charge. It is a charge
that is not substantiated in the Ombudsman’s report that
has been tabled.
An honourable member interjected.
Ms Allan — It is not. The Ombudsman does not
make any findings of impropriety in regard to any
member of Parliament or the former minister involved.
A motion — —
The SPEAKER — Order! What is the point of
order the member is making?
Ms Allan — Raising an allegation of this kind can
only be done by a substantive motion, and I ask that the
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minister be directed not to go down that path. If he
wants to, he needs to do so through the appropriate
forms of the house, which would be through a
substantive motion.

opposition. I ask you to ask him to desist from doing
that. To ask the Leader of the Opposition to take action
in regard to any member on this side of the house is
absolutely irrelevant to government business.

The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order.

Dr Napthine — On the point of order, Speaker,
what we have seen from the opposition is a serious
misuse of the process of this house to try to frustrate
question time and to further continue the cover-up
which was perpetrated by the previous government on
this Windsor Hotel issue. What we have had is
cover-up upon cover-up upon cover-up to try to cover
up the misdemeanours and misbehaviour of previous
ministers, and the people along the front bench — —

Ms Allan — On a further point of order, Speaker,
for the assistance of all members of the house but in
particular for the opposition, we would appreciate some
clarification on the grounds on which the previous point
of order has been ruled out of order.
The SPEAKER — Order! The basis is that the
minister was referring to the report that was released
this morning, and what is in that report is what he is
referring to the house.
Ms Allan — On a further point of order, Speaker, I
would request then that you examine Hansard and the
comments that have been made by the minister, where
he clearly said — and many members in the chamber
heard this — that he accused the former minister, who
is currently a member of this chamber, of perverting the
proper planning processes. I would ask that you
examine Hansard, examine the point of order that I
have raised, examine your response to that point of
order and report back on how that point of order has
been ruled out of order.
The SPEAKER — Order! I will look at Hansard.
Start the clock.
Mr McINTOSH — As I was saying, Speaker, the
anticorruption commission that this government will set
up will have a very important enforcement process, but
also it will have another part which is perhaps unique in
this country. The idea is that the anticorruption
commission will also be about the prevention of
corruption by educating public officials — MPs,
ministers, public servants — but most importantly it
will have a reporting function — that is, there will be a
positive obligation on all of us to report where we
detect or see or perceive that there is corruption. It begs
the question in relation to this report. What you have
are serious allegations out of this report, and it begs the
question: the Leader of the Opposition has an
obligation to report these matters to somebody — an
anticorruption commission.
The SPEAKER — Order! Stop the clock.
Mr Nardella — On a point of order, Speaker,
question time is not the time to attack the opposition. It
is about ascertaining answers on government business.
The minister is attacking and continuing to attack the

Honourable members interjecting.
Dr Napthine — What we see now is continuing
action from the same failed people trying to now
perpetrate — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Minister!
Dr Napthine — They are trying to misuse the forms
of the house to ruin a question time that the people of
Victoria are very interested in.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister was in fact
reporting to the house on the Ombudsman’s report and
concerns that have been raised by the Ombudsman.
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! It is in the report. I am
aware, as we are all aware, that we do not want
opposition members being criticised. Question time is
not for that. I ask the minister to come back to
concluding his report.
Mr Nardella — On another point of order, Speaker,
the Minister for Ports impugned the reputation of a
member of this house in his contribution on the point of
order. Again I ask you to ask him to desist from doing
that in the future. It is absolutely inappropriate, and I
ask you to ask him to withdraw.
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order.
Mr McINTOSH — As I said, the Ombudsman has
found serious allegations relating to conflicts of interest
and perverting the decision-making process. All of
these matters are of profound concern. The
independent, broadbased anticorruption commission the
Baillieu government will set up will have an educative
function, but most importantly we have to remember
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that we all have a responsibility not to turn a blind eye
to corruption.
Ms Thomson interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Footscray has a warning.
Mr McINTOSH — We have a responsibility to
report corruption. Education, not just enforcement, is
important. We must be able to report corruption. That
begs the question: what is the member for Essendon
still doing on the front bench of this Leader of the
Opposition?
The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister not to
do that again. He has been warned; he knows the rules.
The minister will not do it again.

Government: freedom of information
Mr HOLDING (Lyndhurst) — My question is to
the Treasurer. What advice if any has he or his office
received about a freedom of information application
requesting access to the Department of Treasury and
Finance blue books?
Mr WELLS (Treasurer) — I have received no
information in regard to FOI requests.

Members: code of conduct
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — My question
is to the Minister responsible for the establishment of
an anti-corruption commission. I refer the minister to
the findings of the Ombudsman’s investigation into the
probity of the Hotel Windsor redevelopment. Given
that the report reveals serious breaches of ministerial
conduct, what action is the government taking to ensure
that this disgraceful conduct never recurs?
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I would
ask that the member’s question be either withdrawn or
substantially redrafted.
The SPEAKER — Order! On what basis?
Ms Allan — The question is factually incorrect. The
Ombudsman’s report does not contain the allegations
that are made in that question. Yes, there are findings
around proper processes, as have been referred to,
regarding departmental record keeping — they are
matters for the department — and matters regarding
codes of conduct for ministerial staff, but the report
does not contain the allegations that are in the question
asked by the member for Ferntree Gully. The question
should be either withdrawn or substantially redrafted.

273

The SPEAKER — Order! Would the member for
Ferntree Gully consider rephrasing his question?
Mr WAKELING — My question is to the Minister
responsible for the establishment of an anti-corruption
commission. I refer the minister to the findings of the
Ombudsman’s investigation into the probity of the
Hotel Windsor redevelopment. Given the details in the
report, what action is the government taking to ensure
that this situation does not recur?
Mr McINTOSH (Minister responsible for the
establishment of an anti-corruption commission) — I
thank the honourable member for his question, because
it highlights a significant part of the Baillieu
government’s pledge to the state of Victoria to establish
an anticorruption commission and to have proper
standards to which members of Parliament, ministers,
public servants and others should adhere.
A critical factor is that what happens in Victoria is
different from what happens in many other
jurisdictions, such as New South Wales, where there is
a strict code of conduct for ministers and members of
Parliament. That strict code of conduct can be looked at
to see whether there are any breaches, and that in itself
can determine whether there is corrupt behaviour.
As ministers of the Crown and as executive councillors
all of us swear to discharge our duty without fear,
favour or affection. It is an important part of the process
that we should be doing this for proper purposes, in an
impartial way and for the benefit of the people of
Victoria, not for some byzantine process to ensure that
we get re-elected, not to concoct some sort of shabby
media strategy and not to pervert planning processes.
These matters are critical to the state of Victoria.
Without them we cannot have government integrity and
the people of Victoria will start to lose trust — if they
had not lost trust because of the last government, as was
demonstrated at the last election.
Importantly, Victorians are entitled to expect that
ministers and MPs adhere to a very strict code of
conduct, and any breach of that should be treated very
seriously. For the first time, like other jurisdictions —
the commonwealth or New South Wales parliaments —
we will have ministers who will be bound by a strict
code of conduct. That strict code of conduct should
apply not just to ministers; it should be a special code of
conduct for MPs. Any breach of that should see serious
consequences. Again it begs the question: what is the
member for Essendon still doing on the opposition
leader’s front bench?
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The SPEAKER — Order! I ask the minister to
resume his seat. I think he has finished his contribution.

Minister for Public Transport: responsibilities
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — My question is
to the Minister for Public Transport. I refer to the
minister’s statement on 19 January 2011 following
criticisms of the government’s cuts to city loop
services, when he said, ‘I can only go on the advice that
I have been given’, and I ask: after fare increases, cuts
to the premium station program and his undermining of
the regional rail link, when will — —
Honourable members interjecting.
The SPEAKER — Order! Members of the
government will come to order. I would like to hear the
end of the question.
Ms RICHARDSON — When will the minister start
taking responsibility for his actions, or is this a minister
who hides behind public servants when the going gets
tough?
Mr MULDER (Minister for Public Transport) — I
will take the questions in order. First, in relation to
changes to the timetables, as the member will be aware,
the former government signed a contract with Metro
Trains Melbourne and part of that contract was that
Metro would deliver a greenfield timetable for
Melbourne. That was part of the contract that you lot
signed! Last year Metro produced what was called its
cure plan for the development and implementation of
the new timetable due to be implemented in April and
May next year. Once again, your government and your
minister oversaw the development of the timetable.
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will address
his answers through the Chair.
Mr MULDER — There are serious consequences
for the incoming government if we do not abide by the
contractual arrangements that the former government
put in place.
Mr Holding interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Lyndhurst!
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Mr MULDER — This is the action of its former
minister.
I will go to the second part of the question, which is an
undermining of the regional rail project. What an
absolute disgrace. I have received a briefing on this
project; it was $880 million undercosted and you say
we are undermining it. Do you know how that was put
together? I will tell you how that was put together. You
said, ‘We need a transport plan. We need a glossy
brochure. We need to do the advertising. Let’s go to the
department, get the projects, get some indicative costs,
go to the federal government, get a cap contribution and
then ask Victorian taxpayers to make up the difference’.
You are saying that the government of the day is
undermining the regional rail link. What an absolute
disgrace. The way that this government went about its
business was this: no. 1, make the announcement — —
Ms Richardson interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Northcote has had her chance.
Mr MULDER — No. 2, get the photograph; no. 3,
put the brochure out; no. 4, work out how much the
federal government is going to pay; no. 5, work out
what the difference is —
Ms Richardson interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Northcote is on her first warning.
Mr MULDER — and then hide it before the
election. That is exactly what happened with the
regional rail project. This is typical. Every single rock
has been turned over in that department — —
Mr Herbert interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! The member for Eltham
has been warned.
Mr MULDER — Every single rock you turn over
in that department has got a snake under it — another
hidden cost, another project. I will just touch on the
issue of fare evasion. The fare evasion figures for May
of last year were held back. They were hidden — —
Ms Richardson interjected.

Mr MULDER — This is your doing. This is the
doing of the former government. This is its timetable.
This is its work — —

The SPEAKER — Order! The member for
Northcote is on her second warning.

The SPEAKER — Order! The minister will answer
through the Chair.

Mr MULDER — They were hidden and they prove
the government did not want to tell the community
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what was happening with fare evasion; there was
$80 million in hidden costs.
Ms D’Ambrosio — On a point of order, Speaker, I
remind the minister that he is now the minister and not
a member of the opposition and that he should answer
the question, not debate it. He is debating the issue, and
I ask you to bring him back to the question.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order. The minister was answering the question.
Mr MULDER — As I indicated, there is
$80 million in hidden costs in relation to fare evasion. It
almost seems that each day you are presented with
another project to look at you find that there is more
money hidden away by the former government. This is
the way that it has done business. If you go back in
history, each and every time Labor leaves office this
happens. When we go back through the finances we
find all these hidden cost blow-outs.
What I would say is this: have a look at the cost
blow-outs, about $880 million, and the opposition can
tell me what projects of the former government it thinks
we should cut because they were not funded. You know
they were not funded. What an absolute disgrace. I
welcome the question, and I welcome another question
on regional rail — —
The SPEAKER — Order! The minister’s time has
expired.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I did not
want to interrupt such a poetic flow from the Minister
for Public Transport, but I ask that you advise the
minister of the appropriate forms for addressing the
chamber. He was casting all sorts of aspersions on you,
Speaker, with which I do not think you necessarily
want to be associated. Perhaps you would also ask that
he finally make himself responsible for his own actions.
The SPEAKER — Order! There is no point of
order.

Former Attorney-General: conduct
Mrs FYFFE (Evelyn) — My question is to the
Attorney-General. I refer the Attorney-General to
today’s Ombudsman’s report on the Windsor Hotel
scandal, and I ask: has the Attorney-General had the
opportunity to consider the conduct of the former
Attorney-General in relation to this matter, and what
are the implications for future government
administration?
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Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, I would
seek your direction for the house. The question referred
to the Ombudsman’s report. The matters and
recommendations in the Ombudsman’s report are not
within the scope of the responsibilities of the
Attorney-General. They are not even vaguely referred
to. The conduct of the former Attorney-General is not
referred to. It is completely beyond the scope. If the
framing of this question is in regard to the
Ombudsman’s report, the question needs to be ruled out
of order, because it is not within the scope of the
Attorney-General’s responsibilities.
Mr Clark — On the point of order, Speaker, the
conduct of the former Attorney-General is indeed
referred to in the Ombudsman’s report, as the member
will find if she cares to examine it. As I understand the
member’s question, it related to that conduct and its
implications for future government administrations.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order.
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — The former
Attorney-General’s conduct is raised in this report,
particularly in relation to exchanges of correspondence
between him and the Ombudsman, which are set out as
appendices to the report. There is a letter from the
former Attorney-General to the Ombudsman referring
to a solicitor-general’s opinion and asking the
Ombudsman not to take any further steps in relation to
the investigation. The Ombudsman replied to that letter,
stating that it was unnecessary and inappropriate for the
Ombudsman to accede to the former
Attorney-General’s request to meet with the
solicitor-general and indicating that the investigation
would continue. However, the former Attorney-General
then wrote again to the Ombudsman proposing what he
described as an independent arbitration of the
Ombudsman’s jurisdiction. The Ombudsman
subsequently responded by rejecting the proposed
arbitration and confirming that the investigation would
proceed.
The first and most striking issue raised by this exchange
of correspondence is: why was the former
Attorney-General seeking to prevent the Ombudsman’s
investigation from proceeding? This conduct of the
former Attorney-General occurs in a context where,
previously, the government used every device within its
power to attempt to frustrate the work of the Legislative
Council committee, which resulted in the Legislative
Council — —
Ms Thomson interjected.
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The SPEAKER — Order! This is the member for
Footscray’s second warning.
Mr CLARK — The Legislative Council committee
requested that the Ombudsman conduct the
investigation. It also needs to be pointed out that
solicitor-generals opinions do not usually arise
spontaneously; one has to assume that the government
was desperate to obtain reasons to avoid cooperating
with the Ombudsman in the conduct of his
investigation.
However, the situation gets worse than that, because
following that first exchange of correspondence we see
the former Attorney-General refusing to accept the
Ombudsman’s response and instead seeking to induce
the Ombudsman to engage in some proposed form of
arbitration. Not only the content but the tone of that
second letter from the then Attorney-General crossed
the line between what could be considered an
appropriate representation of a government’s point of
view and an attempt to bully an independent officer of
the Parliament.
The tone of that letter was peremptory and offensive.
By way of example I quote the concluding sentence:
In order to discuss and progress this process I suggest that you
contact Mr John Cain, Victorian government solicitor.

There is no dialogue; there is no request for response.
Instead there is what can only be construed as a
menacing tone of command in the choice of language
used by the former Attorney-General. This attempt by
him to impose some form of binding arbitration on the
Ombudsman demonstrated a gross failure to recognise
the standing of the Ombudsman as an independent
officer of this Parliament. It was a hopelessly flawed,
ill-conceived and desperate attempt to block the
investigation, and I have to say the Ombudsman
showed remarkable courtesy in the way he responded.
This is part of a wider pattern of bullying and
denigration of independent office-holders that we saw
under the previous government. I can assure the
honourable member and the house that these ways of
the old government will not be the ways of the new
government and that the new government is determined
to restore the standing of and respect for the
independence of public institutions and to put an end to
the former government’s era of attempted intimidation
and coercion of independent officers of the Parliament,
such as the Ombudsman.
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Minister for Manufacturing, Exports and
Trade: responsibilities
Mr ANDREWS (Leader of the Opposition) — My
question is to the Treasurer. I refer the Treasurer to the
humiliating admission made earlier today by his
ministerial colleague, the Minister for Manufacturing,
Exports and Trade, that he has been stripped of all of
his legislative responsibilities under the general order
signed by the Premier earlier this year. I ask the
Treasurer: can he report on how many workstations are
in the office of Mr Dalla-Riva, the Minister for
Nothing?
Mr WELLS (Treasurer) — I thank the Leader of
the Opposition. What this government is committed to
is eliminating waste and mismanagement after what we
have seen over the last 11 years. We have put in place a
$1.6 billion savings plan to make sure that we have an
efficient government. That is what we will be basing
our government on. We also said that we will
implement all of our election promises, including that
$1.6 billion savings plan. When we talk about
efficiency we look at what the previous government did
in terms of waste and mismanagement.
Ms Allan — On a point of order, Speaker, as
entertaining as this is, the question was not about the
previous government. The question was clearly about
the minister and was very narrowly defined. In light of
the sessional order change that was put through this
Parliament yesterday, that ministers’ answers need to
be relevant as well as direct, succinct and factual, I ask
that you direct the minister back to answering the
question that was asked by the Leader of the
Opposition, which was: how many workstations are in
the Minister for Nothing’s office? That is the simple
question that we would like answered.
Mr Clark — By the member’s point of order,
Speaker, she herself has demonstrated the relevance of
the Treasurer’s answer. He was responding specifically
to the issue of workstations and the waste and
mismanagement of the former government, which they
typify.
The SPEAKER — Order! I do not uphold the point
of order, and I think the member understands why.
Mr WELLS (Treasurer) — We see manufacturing
as a very important part of this economy, and in the
run-up to the election we made sure — —
Mr Holding interjected.
The SPEAKER — Order! This is the member for
Lyndhurst’s second warning.
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Mr WELLS — We talked about broadening the
base of the Victorian economy, and part of that was
about manufacturing. As part of our election
commitments we are going to send an investigation into
manufacturing to the Victorian Competition and
Efficiency Commission. That was part of our election
promise, and we will get onto it. Manufacturing will
continue to be a very important part of the economy
with the strong support of the Baillieu government.

Regional and rural Victoria: government
initiatives
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — My question is to the
Minister for Regional and Rural Development. Can the
minister outline to the house what action the coalition
government is taking to deliver on its plans to create
new prosperity, more opportunities and a better quality
of life for people in regional and rural Victoria?
Mr RYAN (Minister for Regional and Rural
Development) — What a pleasure it is to respond to
this very timely and appropriate question from the
member for Morwell. I want to tell the house that even
at this point in time, 75 days since that great day on
27 November last year, the coalition government is
fairly racing ahead with the implementation of its plans
for regional Victoria. Work is well under way, I am
able to tell the house, on the preparation of our
legislation, which will bring to this place the legislative
base for our $1 billion Regional Growth Fund. This will
be the flag-bearer for future development across the
regions of Victoria, and I will have the great honour of
being able to bring it to the chamber in the
not-too-distant future.
This morning, in company with the Minister for
Regional Cities and the parliamentary secretary who
assists me, Mr Drum in the other chamber, I had the
great pleasure of meeting with the chairs and deputy
chairs of the five non-metropolitan Regional
Development Australia committees. Mr Speaker, can I
tell you, there was a real buzz in the room. They are up
and about, I can tell the house, because they understand
this is going to be a new era for the development of
country Victoria. It was a great pleasure to be able to sit
there and brief them in relation to what we propose to
do.
They understand in time to come there will be a new
era of decision making in which they will have a major
participatory role. We will re-empower these people to
be able to shape their own future through regional
Victoria. These committees and their chairs, with
whom we met this morning, will have a pivotal role in
doing so. Part of the first $500 million which will be
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allocated to the fund in this first term of our
government will go to two specific funds which will be
under the direct control of those committees. The
Putting Locals First Fund and the Local Government
Infrastructure Fund will each have $100 million
allocated to them and those committees will direct the
way in which those funds are to be used.
Might I also say I am to meet imminently with the
federal minister, Mr Crean, who has responsibility for
regional development and local government at a federal
government level. I will meet with him in relation to
mutual interests about being able to further develop
regional Victoria. While it is important that we have the
federal government at the table under the model that we
will bring to the chamber, the very important thing is
this: we want him to bring a few bob with him. We
want some money from the federal government to be
brought into this important conversation that we will be
having with it. It will mean that for the first time in the
history of Victoria we will have at the table local
government, state government, federal government and
private enterprise in what is to be a far-reaching and
beneficial structure for the good of regional Victoria. I
am proud to be able to say that the coalition
government is, as I say, racing ahead with these plans.
As part of the proposals we have also developed we
will integrate Regional Development Victoria with the
Department of Planning and Community Development,
and those arrangements have been put in place. What
that will do is bring together the all-important issues of
planning to do with regional development. This is
something that the former government never
understood. Regional development will continue in its
own right. This will truly be a brand-new and
wonderful day for regional Victoria, driven by the
Liberal-Nationals coalition, led by the Premier.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Victorian families
Debate resumed.
Ms WOOLDRIDGE (Minister for Mental
Health) — It gives me pleasure to continue my remarks
on the families ministerial statement. Before the
suspension of the sitting I had contrasted the last
11 years of Labor neglect of Victorian families,
particularly disadvantaged families, with this
government’s plan for families, for the future of their
children and for the future of this state. I have been
going through the solutions we have that will help
families achieve their aspirations. I mention in
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particular the secondary supply of alcohol. We will be
limiting the secondary supply of alcohol to minors. This
is an issue that sat on the former minister’s desk for
many, many years. There had been many reports
recommending that this action be taken, and there was
much advice recommending that the minister act, but it
is only a coalition government that will act to ensure
that minors are not supplied with alcohol by people
other than their parents or other than where their parents
have authorised it.
This epitomises our approach to Victorian families:
strengthening the role and rights that parents have to
make decisions that affect them and their families. This
move has been very broadly welcomed by both the
sector and families but most of all by families, who
confront a fragmented system which is difficult for
them to navigate when they have complex needs. We
want to put families at the centre of decision making to
ensure that they can access the full range of support
they need rather than trying to get support individual
silo by individual silo, which they experienced under
the former government. This will make a real difference
to families, particularly disadvantaged and complex
families who need a range of supports such as mental
health services, drug and alcohol services, family
violence services and disability support, or support in
terms of the protection of their children and those who
have faced and experienced the justice system. We will
put families at the centre of our decision making and
service delivery to ensure that they can access the
support and care they need.
This families statement is a first step in an ongoing
conversation with families about their concerns, their
needs, their hopes and their aspirations for the future. It
is a reflection that all our decision making will be
couched in the context of the impact of our decisions on
Victorian families. I look forward to working with the
Premier and all government ministers and members for
a very positive future for Victorian families. I commend
this ministerial statement. I commend the Premier for
taking the initiative for Victorian families, and I look
forward to being part of a government that delivers
brighter prospects and brighter futures for Victorian
families.
Ms D’AMBROSIO (Mill Park) — I am pleased to
rise to speak on the Premier’s families statement. Today
we have heard more about the vision of this
government, which got elected on a promise to cut the
cost of living for families. Members of this government
spent thousands of hours during the campaign in
November telling anyone within earshot how
committed they were to families and how they
understood the pressures of the cost of living. They
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even went so far as to commit to Labor’s strategy, A
Fairer Victoria, which very much surprised me, when
doing a podcast interview with the Victorian Council of
Social Service in November. Indeed, they would say
anything.
Let us look at more evidence of this government’s
supposed sincerity when it comes to helping families.
Last year the current Minister for Planning when in
opposition letter-boxed thousands of families in the
northern suburbs with a document called ‘Soaring
living costs are hurting everybody’. In it the coalition
said it had over 100 policies in areas such as public
transport, health, education, and law and order, all of
which were designed to cut the cost of living for
families. But what we see here today is a families
statement that really is very light on details of how the
government will achieve cutting the cost of living for
families. It is a document that tells Victorian families,
‘We do not really know what it is that you need from
us. We are going to consult with you, we are going to
set up a round table. You can go away and then come
back and tell us what you think we should be doing’.
In the document the government says:
It is … important that families and communities have the
opportunity to regularly contribute their views on the
changing circumstances in which they find themselves.

I thought they had that opportunity 72 days ago. It was
not all that long ago that we had a very big round table
called the state election. The fact is that this
government made promises and now it is trying to find
a way of not delivering on those promises. Let us look
at just some examples of the promises it has made. It
certainly leaves us wondering how it will help families
who are doing it tough.
It is this government, including the Premier and the
Minister for Energy and Resources, if I may mention
them, which went to the election on a commitment to
introduce a form of gross feed-in tariff scheme that
relies on families who are not in the scheme subsidising
those who can afford the fit-out. Anyone who
understands how such schemes operate knows that is
how they are sustained. When you look at the average
solar household in Victoria, you see that it receives
about $300 per year for the power it puts back into the
grid. A gross feed-in tariff scheme could mean that the
average solar household would receive around $1200 a
year, subsidised by families in the rest of the
community, which is a cost of living pressure they can
well do without. That is what this government is
intending to deliver.
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The government had made this commitment, despite
the news late last year, before the election. This
government had the chance to revise what I consider to
be an ill-conceived idea when it saw that the New
South Wales gross feed-in tariff scheme collapsed
under the very heavy weight of debt — a debt that is
now being borne by ordinary families. Is this where this
government wants to take us? It is a very important
question.
We also have to look at the fact that in January, under
this government’s watch, there were increases in energy
prices ranging between 4 per cent and 14.5 per cent.
Did the government say anything then to families? I do
not think so. What coalition members did was suddenly
realise that they were in government and they had to do
something to actually deliver on what they said they
were going to do. They went away and concocted this
document about Victorian families, which basically
allows them to tread water for who knows how long
before they reveal to all of us here and to Victorian
families just how they are going to achieve a reduction
in the cost of living for families. This is all happening
under their watch.
‘Disingenuous’ is a word that comes to mind. I will not
go so far as to accuse government members of being
disingenuous, but I am concerned about their sincerity
when it comes to families and supporting those in need.
Despite the fact that the Premier promised a reduction
in the cost of living, one of the first acts of this
government was to approve on its watch an increase in
public transport costs in the order of 5.9 per cent.
When was the Premier or the Minister for Community
Services going to tell Victorians that they had made a
huge mistake? The fact is that we need to consider that
in December a promise was made by the Premier to
bring forward or fast-track — which is another word
used in this document on Victorian families for another
promise the government has made, and I look forward
to seeing whether that promise is kept — energy
concessions. It was an offer in the form of a Christmas
present. Energy concessions were going to be brought
forward from 1 July to 1 January. I do not know about
the Minister for Community Services or indeed the
Premier, but where my family comes from, Father
Christmas can bring you either a bag of presents for
Christmas or a bag of coal. I will leave it for members
of this house to decide what the government delivered
to low-income families in Victoria. Even given
question after question in this house this week, we have
yet to have confirmation that the energy concession will
be brought forward to 1 January.
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Apart from that, on this side of the house we have had
story after story from MPs reporting that they have had
constituents on low incomes, including pensioners,
ringing them or coming into their office worried and
concerned because they have got their electricity bill
but no concession. These are people who, having heard
the promise of the Premier in December last year, felt
secure about being able to re-budget a little for
Christmas knowing that they could afford perhaps that
little extra luxury in the food on the Christmas dinner
table or that new pair of school shoes for the kids,
expecting the concession to come through the bills in
January or February. Members of this government have
to explain why they have walked away from families in
almost 800 000 Victorian households. They have to
explain why until today they have failed to confirm that
the energy concession, which we on this side welcome,
will be brought forward to 1 January. Government
members are floundering, trying to find excuses for
why they cannot deliver and why they cannot achieve a
cut to the cost of living for families in the way they
promised.
The document is about Victorian families. When it
comes to transport services, health services and the like,
we only have to look at some of the specifics to see that
government members have not really been able to
articulate anything that they would deliver for families
in growing communities. There is nothing in the way of
improvements in transport.
If I can indulge for a moment in considering my own
community around Mill Park, government members
have not committed to funding the academic and
research precinct at the Northern Hospital, which is
vitally important to ensure that health services are
accessible for families in growing communities so that
families have the necessary services where they live.
There is a great divide between what is said and what is
delivered. It is time that government members were a
little more frank with the community about this.
In December the Treasurer recommitted in the house to
the Premier’s election promise to bring down the cost
of living for Victorians, including grocery prices. Even
after the families statement today, it remains unclear
just how they will achieve that. It has come to this:
government members need to come clean with
Victorian families. Saying what they mean is one thing;
Victorian families can certainly accept what people say,
and they did so at the last election. Let us not be
disappointed if Victorians soon begin to doubt the
sincerity of members of this government while waiting
to see whether they actually do what they mean, not just
say what they mean. The document presented today by
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the Premier can be judged against the backdrop of
promises that have been broken in these 70-odd days.

POLICE REGULATION AMENDMENT
(PROTECTIVE SERVICES OFFICERS)
BILL 2010
Second reading
Debate resumed from earlier this day; motion of
Mr RYAN (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services).
Mr NORTHE (Morwell) — I look forward to
continuing my contribution to this important debate. I
remind members that this bill enables the government
to recruit 940 protective services officers across the
state of Victoria to patrol both metropolitan railway
stations and those in country Victoria.
As I said in my contribution earlier, 8 November 2009
was an important day for many Victorians. That was
when the coalition made an announcement about
stopping crime in its tracks. Part of that package was to
ensure that not only 940 protective services officers
would be recruited across Victoria but also
100 additional police officers for the transit safety
division and also that 1600 new front-line police
officers would be recruited. This package certainly
resonated with many in the Victorian community.
Community safety has been a talking point among
many communities. I am sure all members of
Parliament have had constituents coming into their
offices conveying concerns about community safety.
The coalition government has put in place a number of
measures to deter crime and antisocial behaviour not
only in our public transport system but across all of
Victoria. I welcome this bill coming into the
Parliament.
Ms RICHARDSON (Northcote) — I am very
pleased to rise to speak on the Police Regulation
Amendment (Protective Services Officers) Bill 2010.
The first thing that struck me when listening to the
minister deal with his second-reading speech and the
presentation of the bill to the house was how the
information that is provided in the bill and
second-reading speech is incredibly thin.
This is a big change for our public transport network.
Yes, it is an attempt to deliver an election commitment,
but as anyone in public office knows, it is all about
delivery. The public sense of weasel words or, in this
instance, weasel by omission, is particularly sharp. In
this case what we are seeing is the devil in the
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yet-to-be-declared detail. I look forward to seeing a
whole lot more from the minister on this particular
issue.
Given the scant detail we have before us, it is critically
important that when addressing any problem we do not
create more problems on top of those we are seeking to
solve. I am concerned that is exactly where this bill will
land us in time. That is where the detail becomes
important. I urge and encourage the minister to take
special care when he rolls out this new role for our
PSOs (protective services officers). The bill seeks to
broaden the purposes for which PSOs can be appointed,
and it removes the existing cap on the number of PSOs
that can be appointed. I thank the PSOs who work on
our behalf at ports, the Shrine of Remembrance and
Parliament. I put on the record my appreciation for the
work they do.
This bill will extend the role of PSOs from the
protection of places and public officials to include the
protection of the general public in certain places. I feel
certain that these extra PSOs on our public transport
network will do all they can to fulfil this new role and
duty. However, given the performance of this Liberal
government in its first few weeks and its fledgling state,
so to speak, members would do well to be wary of what
will happen regarding the implementation of this bill.
Given that the government’s mantra of ‘fix the
problems’ has been clearly laid bare by the Minister for
Public Transport, who has done nothing but deliver bad
news for our commuters across the network, you would
be forgiven for running a red flag on this issue in view
of the lack of detail that has been provided in respect of
this bill.
The government is changing the role of PSOs from one
of providing security to one of being in effect police
officers at our train stations but has provided no
additional training for these individuals. A police
recruit gets 23 weeks training; a PSO gets just 8 weeks.
No doubt the PSOs will make the very best of this
training, but what is clear to us is that the government
has not provided additional training for PSOs.
To date the community has in fact paid a very high
price for the government’s decision in respect of
implementing this policy. When the question was put to
government ministers about how this policy would be
paid for, the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, despite the fact that he is leading the
government charge in respect of this policy and has
initiated it, made it quite clear that he will not be
responsible and nor will his department be responsible
for funding this policy. No doubt a feeble voice from
the wilderness came from the Minister for Public
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Transport pleading and begging that his department be
not responsible for the funding. Clearly he was
drowned out. This all takes us to the point where the
money for this government policy with respect to PSOs
is coming out of the transport budget. On the chopping
block are the 20 premium stations that this government
committed to upgrade prior to the last election. This is
the first commitment to be broken by the Liberal
government regarding public transport.
Clearly having a very weak Minister for Public
Transport who refused to stand up for communities and
defend the commitment he made prior to the last state
election has left the commuting public in the worst
possible state in terms of where we are today. Who is to
say these PSOs will patrol every single station? Local
Liberal MPs have shown a considerable lack of
backbone in the defence of their own premium station
upgrades, and if we see some more display of that, I do
not imagine there will be PSOs at every single station.
Does the minister want PSOs at Richmond station?
They might struggle to get on the platform given the
kind of chaos we are going to see as a consequence of
the changes to the timetable that he has announced and
obviously sought to blame everyone else for.
Why would commuters trust the Liberal government
when it has a transport minister who is responsible for
more cuts than Edward Scissorhands? All the new
minister has done is announce cut after cut in his budget
area, and he has not spoken in defence of the
commuting public. I look forward to hearing from the
minister in response to a question that has been put to
him repeatedly by speakers on this side of the house
about why country commuters are not receiving the
same amount of protection as metropolitan commuters.
PSOs are to be everywhere on metropolitan stations,
but their presence is limited outside Melbourne. I do not
think the answer for country commuters will be at all
good, because I think what we are again seeing is a
return to type. The Nationals talk big in defence of
country people when they are in opposition, but flick
them into government and suddenly people see cuts
across regional and country Victoria.
In conclusion, they say a picture speaks a thousand
words. The picture we did not see today was of a
passionate, animated and committed Premier when he
was speaking on behalf of families. What we did see
was a picture in his 2011 Victorian Families Statement.
It was in the part about the need to protect commuters
and public transport, which is something we believe
needs to happen as well. In the statement there is an
advertisement for the Labor Party’s policies before the
last election. I am sure I am not wrong on this. The
picture shows a Victorian police officer, not a PSO, on
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a train — and that particular Victorian police officer
had 23 weeks training at the academy, as opposed to
what a PSO receives.
If the PSO policy is going to deliver the protection the
Liberals have promised — indeed repeatedly
promised — then perhaps in the 2012 Victorian
families statement they might want to think about
putting a photo of a PSO in there instead of what they
have here, which is an ad for the Labor Party policy
before the last election. They are damned by their own
document, just like commuters are all damned by a
weak minister and this Liberal government.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr McINTOSH
(Minister for Corrections).
Debate adjourned until later this day.

SENTENCING FURTHER AMENDMENT
BILL 2010
Second reading
Debate resumed from 21 December 2010; motion of
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General).
Ms HENNESSY (Altona) — I rise to speak on the
Sentencing Further Amendment Bill 2010, and I open
my comments by making the observation that the
reason we are debating this bill today is that the
opposition called on this debate last year when the bill
was introduced. It would be remiss of me not to also
reflect upon the fact that this bill has not been to the
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, a process
that the opposition believes enhances integrity,
transparency and scrutiny of legislation. We debate this
bill without the benefit of a SARC Alert Digest. This is
at the government’s behest.
I would like to put on the record that the opposition
does not intend to oppose this bill, as this bill is but a
modest extension of the wide-ranging criminal justice
reforms Labor introduced when it was in government.
It also reflects what Labor did and committed to do in
the event that it was re-elected.
Sentencing is quite a complex matter. When we reflect
upon the criminal justice system, sentencing is probably
the arc that incites the most passion, comment and
debate. As a matter of principle I put on the record that
the opposition is very committed to ensuring that when
we debate issues such as law and order and sentencing
we debate them in context and within the general
context of the criminal justice system. When a
particular sentence attracts media commentary we often
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see quite legitimate disappointment and frustration
articulated about the sentence, and one would not be
human if one did not empathise with a victim of crime
who feels particularly frustrated by a sentencing
outcome that has been handed down. However, what
that demonstrates is that we need to ensure that a matter
as complex as sentencing is better understood in the
community, and sentencing cannot be properly
understood if it is not transparent. The opposition, as
we did in government, came to the position of
abolishing suspended sentences for serious offences on
the basis that suspended sentences were simply not
transparent. In fact they were a legal fiction.
This is a point that has been quite significantly
canvassed by the Sentencing Advisory Council, and it
is particularly why the previous government introduced
the Sentencing Amendment Bill 2010. The bill we are
debating today amends the Sentencing Amendment Act
2010, introduced by the previous government, which in
fact abolished suspended sentences for serious offences.
Serious offences are set out in section 3 of the
Sentencing Act 1991 and cover issues such as
manslaughter, child homicide, defensive homicide,
rape, kidnapping, armed robbery, sexual penetration of
a child under 16 and intentionally causing serious
injury. It is important that we put on the record that it
was under the previous government that suspended
sentences were abolished for the purposes of those
offences.
Another incredibly important reform achieved by the
Sentencing Amendment Act 2010, passed last year by
the previous government, was to provide credible
sentencing options to courts as alternatives to
imprisonment, in line with the recommendations of the
Sentencing Advisory Council. Often when we have this
debate about suspended sentencing we attempt to do so
in an abstract vacuum, but it is important that we
always consider sentencing in the context of the
broader criminal justice system. This is particularly
important in the context of judicial discretion and a
judge or magistrate’s capacity to either impose a term
of imprisonment or make an alternative order. It is the
opposition’s view, as it was when we were in
government, that when a judge or magistrate imposes a
term of imprisonment the offender ought to serve that
term of imprisonment. This bill does not ameliorate
judicial discretion in that the Sentencing Amendment
Act 2010 also provided the option for a judge or
magistrate to order that an offender serve their
punishment by way of being subject to an intensive
correction management order or a community-based
order.
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Besides the lack of transparency, another of the
shortcomings of suspended sentencing was that if a
person had their sentence suspended, there were
absolutely no obligations for that person to be subject to
any form of monitoring.
When the previous government introduced the
Sentencing Amendment Act 2010 it also introduced a
host of other non-custodial options that a judge could
utilise. Intensive correction management orders and
community-based orders are incredibly important
because a judge can require as a condition of service to
one of those orders that an offender be subject to things
such as compulsory drug and alcohol treatment. Given
what we know about the role that drug and alcohol
abuse and mental health play in the commission of
crimes, it is very important that if we are serious about
improving community safety, if we are serious about
keeping the Victorian community safe, we need to also
eliminate the causes of crime.
The Sentencing Amendment Act 2010 also abolished
the mandatory sentence of imprisonment for a
subsequent offence of driving while suspended. That
amendment, which was passed under the previous
government, is one of the important things that makes
the bill workable. I am pleased that the then opposition,
now government, supported that bill.
Some backdrop to this bill is important because it does
in part expose the emptiness of the government’s claim
to be the champion of sentencing reform. This
government would like the community to believe it has
come into power to abolish all suspended sentences,
when in fact it was the previous government that
abolished suspended sentences for serious crimes and
addressed all the other sentencing anomalies. This is a
bill that simply does not match the government’s
rhetoric on sentencing. I will address that as I go
through the provisions of the bill.
The bill contains a new category of offence called a
‘significant offence’, which is defined as including
causing serious injury recklessly, aggravated burglary,
arson, arson causing death and trafficking in a
commercial quantity and a large commercial quantity
of a drug of dependence. The government would like to
have the community believe that as a consequence
suspended sentences are now no longer available as a
sentencing option for all of these offences, which is a
matter I will return to shortly.
The bill also adds two new members to the Sentencing
Advisory Council: a member of a victims crime support
or advocacy group and a serving police officer who is
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the rank of senior sergeant or below. The opposition
does not oppose those amendments.
In the course of the debate last year when Labor
abolished suspended sentences for serious offences, the
then shadow Attorney-General, now Attorney-General,
criticised the Sentencing Amendment Act 2010. He
said that:
… it should have provided for the abolition of suspended
sentences for all crimes.

Here was the coalition’s chance. The coalition is now in
government. This bill arrives, but gee, the tough guy
rhetoric is exposed because this bill does not in fact
abolish suspended sentences for all crimes. There are
six offences, and six offences only, that this bill applies
to, and not all of them all of the time. For the three
offences listed of causing serious injury recklessly,
aggravated burglary and arson, suspended sentences
will still be available if the matter is heard summarily in
the Magistrates Court. Suspended sentences are only
abolished if those three offences are heard and
determined in the County or Supreme courts.
But the government did not quite tell us this when it put
out its press release because it simply did not suit it. It is
the opposition’s view that the creation of this new
category of offence — the ‘significant offence’ — also
warrants greater clarity from the government. To date
there has been no such explanation or policy
justification as to why it has created this new offence.
The Attorney-General’s second-reading speech did not
address this issue. I understand that the shadow
Attorney-General had the benefit of a briefing from the
Department of Justice, and he is grateful for that, but it
is not apparent on the public record why this new
category of offences has been created and why the
offences in this new category have been inserted there.
We know suspended sentences have been abolished for
serious sentences, something done by the former
government. We know that the Department of Justice
has been reviewing the Crimes Act 1958. We know that
the Sentencing Advisory Council is shortly due to
report on its review of maximum penalties. Without a
rational explanation from the government it would
appear it has plucked a handful of offences out and
labelled them ‘significant’. Why has it not also
included, for example, culpable driving? Why has it not
included intentionally causing a serious disease? Are
these not significant offences?
I note that the Law Institute of Victoria is critical of,
among other things, the distinction between a serious
and a significant offence. It makes the point that if the
intention is to have both definitions more or less the
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same in terms of their outcomes, then the offences
should all be classified as serious. I would be grateful if
government speakers could address that point during
their contributions on the bill.
Yet another area where the government’s rhetoric fails
to meet its action relates to the date of commencement
of this bill. The Attorney-General may recall that last
year when he was shadow Attorney-General he was
very critical when the Sentencing Amendment Act
2010 was passed, as the intention was for it to come
into effect on 1 July 2011. In his very passionate
contribution to the debate on that bill he said the test
would be to bring the bill into operation before its
commencement date of 1 July 2011.
He committed that if the coalition was elected it would
bring the bill into operation as soon as possible. Here
we are. The government was elected. Here is its chance.
The bill is introduced, and what does the government
do? It does nothing to bring forward the operation at all.
In fact this bill has a default commencement of
1 January 2012. So rather than matching its rhetoric of
bringing forward the removal of suspended sentences
for many crimes, this bill may even have the effect of
pushing the commencement date back.
The other issue the opposition wishes to raise is
resourcing. It is probably the greatest weakness of this
bill, and in fact the government has not told Victorian
taxpayers how much this bill is going to cost them.
What are the cost implications of this bill? How much
will it cost to replace suspended sentences in this bill?
Jail, community-based orders and intensive correction
management orders are incredibly resource intensive.
The opposition would like to know what the
government says this will cost.
The opposition would like to know what use of
predictive modelling, as is often used in the corrections
system, the government has planned to assess the
resource impacts. Other than an election commitment to
build 500 prison beds, there is not one more cent for
prison officers, not one more cent for the community
corrections office and not a brass razoo to ensure that
the administration of the prisons and the monitoring of
offenders is effective and safe. We have the big spin.
Coalition members are here in their Superman outfits,
they are tough on crime, but when we look at the
telltale signs, look at the detail, look at what is caught
by this bill and what is not and look at what the
government put in its unverifiable, unfunded and
uncosted election promises, the cupboard is bare.
We know from the Productivity Commission review of
government services that it costs a bit over $100 000
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per year to meet the necessary capital and operating
costs per prisoner in Victoria. That is to say nothing of
the impact on the community corrections system, an
area to which the government has not committed one
dollar. It is one thing for the government to say, ‘Look,
we’re going to build more beds in prisons’, but prisons
need prison officers, and if there are more offenders
who are the subject of intensive monitoring orders —
the alternative to a prison sentence — then the
government needs to resource those.
Labor does not oppose this bill. What we oppose is the
pretence, empty rhetoric and hollow chest beating and
the government’s attempt to hoodwink the community
into thinking this bill does more than it actually does.
Mr WAKELING (Ferntree Gully) — It gives me
pleasure to rise to speak on the Sentencing Further
Amendment Bill 2010. I say at the outset that it is
fitting that one of the first pieces of legislation that we
are debating in this house relates to the area of
sentencing and the broader area of law and order,
because if there was one issue that clearly polarised the
Victorian community at the last election it was the
handling of law and order under the former Brumby
government.
As was mentioned by the member for Altona, the bill
that has come before Parliament today follows on from
a bill that was introduced last year in the last sitting
week of the previous Parliament. It is unbelievable that
members of the Labor Party are criticising the
Liberal-Nationals coalition on its commitment to law
and order when the piece of legislation they are talking
about was introduced and finalised last year within the
last week of the previous Parliament. This bill builds on
the commitments the coalition made well over
12 months ago in the area of law and order, with
particular reference to suspended sentences. I remember
quite clearly when the then Attorney-General criticised
the commitment made by the coalition about acting on
suspended sentences. He joked it off, and he said it was
ridiculous and it was something that did not need to be
addressed. Yet there we were in the final sitting week
of the previous Parliament and the Labor government in
its last days was scrambling to gather some sense of
control over the law and order debates. It was the
shadow Attorney-General, now the Attorney-General,
who was leading the debate with respect to the
abolishing of suspended sentences.
The bill when enacted will build on the provisions that
have been put in place by the act that was mentioned by
the member for Altona. It will provide further
commitment to removing suspended sentences for a
range of crimes, including recklessly causing serious
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injury, commercial drug trafficking, aggravated
burglary and arson.
While those opposite are scrambling to try to gather a
sense of where they are in opposition and where they
lie with the Victorian community, they have no other
choice but to support this piece of legislation. The
obvious question is: if they are supporting this bill in
February 2011, why was it that in October 2010, just a
few months ago, when the then Attorney-General, the
member for Niddrie, had the opportunity to include
these exact provisions in his legislation he did not take
up that opportunity? The charge was led by the member
for Box Hill, the minister at the table who is now the
Attorney-General, who called for the previous
government to act on this important issue and expand
the bill that was before the house in October 2010. I
congratulate the Attorney-General for not only talking
about this issue but acting on this issue. In fact one of
the first pieces of legislation that was introduced into
the new Parliament in December was an amending bill
on suspended sentences.
Suspended sentences have caused great concern to
people across Victoria but more specifically in my
community of Ferntree Gully. There has been no
greater champion of this cause than Ferntree Gully
resident and president of the Crime Victims Support
Association, Noel McNamara. He fought for many
years to try to convince those on the other side when
they were in government to act on these areas. Despite
the numerous calls members of the association made,
the numerous efforts they made to try to meet with
representatives of the government and the numerous
rallies they held on the steps of Parliament, nobody in
the then government was willing to act on these
important issues except, as I have mentioned, in the last
sitting week of its 11 years in government. I think that
is an enormous shame.
Whilst I have mentioned the outstanding work of the
minister at the table, I also want to recognise the work
of people like Noel McNamara, who is not only a
Ferntree Gully resident but somebody who has stood up
with his wife, Bev, on behalf of victims of crime. They
receive phone calls at 4 o’clock in the morning from
families who are dealing with the trauma of losing their
loved ones to crime. They stand up for those people.
They do not take a salary. They do it because they love
what they do, and I pay tribute to the work they do.
Twelve months ago, prior to the election, I conducted a
survey of residents in my electorate. When I spoke on
this bill last year I called upon the then government to
go out and consult with my community, as I had done,
on these important issues. Over 900 residents

SENTENCING FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL 2010
Thursday, 10 February 2011

ASSEMBLY

responded to my survey, and in their responses they
provided a range of views on law and order within the
city of Knox: 96 per cent felt less safe then than they
did 10 years ago; 94 per cent believed the number of
police on the beat was inadequate; 86 per cent believed
police would not respond on time when called upon to
do so; and in the area of sentencing — this very
important issue with which we are dealing today —
97 per cent of the nearly 900 respondents indicated that
they believed sentencing was inadequate.
Clearly one of the frustrations that was borne out in
their handwritten comments was they could not believe
the fact that suspended sentences were being meted out
to people who were committing a range of crimes, and
that the average person in the street would think that if
some were found guilty by a court of committing a
particular crime they would face a jail term.
We had a simple slogan, ‘Jail means jail’, and those
opposite laughed at us about that concept. But do you
know what? In October 2010 the former government,
dragged kicking and screaming into the Parliament,
finally adopted part of the position that was being put
forward by the coalition opposition. It is interesting to
see opposition members, floundering as they are now
trying to find some relevance in this place, having to
come out and support this position. They were not
prepared to do it three months ago. Where were those
members opposite three months ago? Did they stand up
to the former Attorney-General, the member for
Niddrie? Did they say, ‘We need to go further, we need
to listen to the contribution of the member for Box
Hill’? At the time they said, ‘No, we are not going to go
further. If the member for Niddrie thinks that is far
enough, that is far enough’. But here we are, three
months later with a change of government, change of
heart and change of direction. Now all of a sudden the
opposition is quite happy to tick off the policy that has
been put in place by the coalition government.
It is clear that the Victorian community sent a very loud
message in November last year. The community
wanted to see a change of direction in a whole range of
policies, but none more so than in the area of law and
order, policing and sentencing. Victorians want to see a
state where they feel safe. They want to see a Victoria
where people who perpetrate crimes will be hauled
before a court and dealt with by the justice system
efficiently and appropriately. But, more importantly, if
a person is found guilty they want to see that they will
go to jail. They will not get a suspended sentence but
will receive a jail term which is appropriate for the
crime.
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As the second-reading speech identifies:
Suspended sentences are a fiction that pretends offenders are
serving a term of imprisonment, when in fact they are living
freely in the community. A suspended sentence does not
subject an offender to any restrictions, community service
obligations or reporting requirements.

I will leave the opposition with this thought. Whilst the
former government may have changed the act in 2010,
it had 11 years to stop that situation. That government
was not prepared to act. We as an incoming
government will act on these important issues.
Ms DUNCAN (Macedon) — Yet again I rise to
support this bill, but I would like to make some
comments about the contribution of the member for
Ferntree Gully. It is extremely frustrating in this place
to hear members of the new government completely
reinventing history and completely ignoring major
aspects which they do not even refer to by suggesting,
for example, that when we were in government we
changed the Sentencing Act 1991— I think they are
suggesting in 2010 — and that that was the only thing
we had done, somehow suggesting that we did that at
the 11th hour before an election.
I remind the member for Ferntree Gully that there were
three elections prior to that. Presumably if we were
trying to do something to beat an election, we would
have done so perhaps in 2002, in 2006 or as late as
2010. For the benefit of the member for Ferntree Gully,
who does not like the facts to stand in the way of a
good line or a good bit of spin, the first changes we
made to the Sentencing Act were in 2006. In fact in
August 2004 the Bracks government requested that the
Sentencing Advisory Council (SAC) look at suspended
sentences and provide the government with some
advice on that area. Again that is completely contrary to
what the member for Ferntree Gully has been saying. I
urge him to check the facts before he comes into this
place and misleads the Parliament.
In August 2004 the then government requested advice
from the Sentencing Advisory Council on the use of
suspended sentences. One of the key issues that was
identified during the consultation, and the reason we
support this bill now, was the contrast between the
community’s perception of suspended sentences as a
light penalty and their treatment at law as a severe
penalty. Suspended sentences are seen as a severe
penalty, because their having been given a sentence of
imprisonment is recorded in a person’s criminal record
for the rest of their life. Of course that is a very serious
fact.
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Part 1 of the council’s report was released in May 2006
and focused on the issue of suspended sentences and
the proposed transition of a new range of intermediate
sentencing orders. In the report SAC recommended that
suspended sentences be phased out in Victoria by
December 2009. In 2006 the Bracks government
implemented some of the recommendations made in
that report. The recommendations adopted in that
legislation — and I note that the member for Ferntree
Gully has come back into the chamber — included
restricting the use of suspended sentences for serious
crimes to exceptional circumstances only, the inclusion
of a list of factors the court must consider when
deciding whether a suspended sentence is desirable in
the circumstances, and allowing a young offender upon
breach of a suspended sentence to serve all or part of
their restored sentence in a youth justice centre or youth
residential centre.

As the previous speaker from the opposition said,
causes of crime are very complex and sentencing is an
incredibly complex task. We all sit here and say, ‘This
is inadequate’ or ‘This is not right’, but we are not the
ones who are sitting in the courts and hearing all of the
evidence. Unfortunately the sources for most of our
information are the front pages of tabloid newspapers,
which are notoriously bad at giving a full report of the
sentence. They will give one or two lines. Judges and
magistrates take an enormous amount of time and put
an enormous effort into structuring and articulating
sentences, but sadly newspaper court reporters seem to
ignore most of it. We know no two offences are the
same; we know no two offenders are the same. The
circumstances around offending and offenders varies
from offence to offence, and our courts need to be able
to structure sentences in such a way that allows those
differences to be considered.

In 2008 when the SAC published part two of its report
it stated that its recommended time line to abolish
suspended sentences by 2009 was no longer realistic.
SAC also stated that although it still believed suspended
sentences were conceptually flawed and that they had
been overused, a final decision regarding their abolition
should be deferred until the other reforms
recommended in both parts of its report had been
implemented and evaluated.

Most judges and magistrates will say that the
overwhelming consideration in their mind when
structuring a sentence is to try to prevent further
offences, so they will structure a sentence for an
offender that is aimed at stopping the offender
committing an offence in the future. If, for example,
their offence is as a result of drug or alcohol issues, the
courts will try to structure a sentence in such a way that
compels them to seek treatment for those issues, as I
believe is appropriate. One of the difficulties
communities have with respect to sentences handed out
by our courts is the amount of information that is
supplied, not only to them but to all of us. We get all of
our information about our courts, and most of us form
our views, from reading newspapers. I am sure there
would not be one of us here who has not read a story on
the front page of the Herald Sun and, without knowing
any of the details of the case, had as their first response,
‘That sounds horrendous; that sounds inadequate’.

The Sentencing Amendment Act 2010, which this bill
extends, was introduced by the previous government.
Under section 12 of that act suspended sentences were
completely abolished for serious crimes. The act also
implemented, either in part or wholly, other
recommendations from the Sentencing Advisory
Council for the reform of Victoria’s intermediate
sentencing orders. They are not part of this bill and
presumably the government will continue in its
reforms, as it has said it will do, and perhaps we will
see some of those changes in future legislation.
I make the point, though, in contributing to the debate
on this bill that I understand, as the Sentencing
Advisory Council acknowledged, the community’s
perception of suspended sentences as not being any
punishment at all and that there would be no time spent
in jail unless there were further breaches. However, my
basic view, and I think the view of the previous
Attorney-General generally in his dealing with these
issues, is that as a general course courts need more
sentencing options, not fewer. I am concerned at some
of the changes this government may well introduce
which will be about reducing the options that courts
have available to them when they structure a sentence.

We do know, though, and there has not been a lot of
work done in this area, that when members of the
public are invited to participate in the sentencing
process — it has not happened a lot but it has
happened — they inevitably give lighter sentences than
those imposed by the courts. We saw a series of
workshops on television some time ago — I think the
program was called You Be the Judge — where
members of the public were given real cases and real
evidence and were asked to hand down an appropriate
sentence. In each and every case — and I think there
were over 300 participants in that study — the
sentences handed down by the public were less than the
sentences that had been handed down by the court. I
understand the community’s perception that we need to
get tougher on crime, but when you say to people,
‘What do you think would be an appropriate sentence
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in all of the circumstances?’, most often we, the public,
we MPs, are unable to articulate what we think would
be an appropriate sentence. However, our gut sense is
that sentences are inadequate.
This study shows us that when people are fully
informed, when they hear what the judges hear,
often — and inevitably in this case — their sentences
will be less than those that have been handed down. I
believe we can have confidence in our courts. If most of
us spent a few hours or a few days in our courts, we
would walk away thinking that the way in which our
courts deal with crime is difficult but that they do a very
good job. This bill does nothing to address the resource
issues that will follow from this change to suspended
sentences. A 500-bed jail will just be at the thin edge of
the need. We will need much more resourcing to deal
with this amendment.
Mr NEWTON-BROWN (Prahran) — I rise to
speak in support of the Sentencing Further Amendment
Bill 2010. The member for Altona seemed to suggest
that in some way we have gone a bit soft, that we have
not fulfilled our election promises and that this is just
tinkering at the edges.
Ms Hennessy interjected.
Mr NEWTON-BROWN — Let me assure the
member for Altona that after 71 days this is the start of
becoming tougher on crime — and there will be plenty
more to come. The Attorney-General has called
suspended sentences a fiction and said they are a fiction
because they have the effect of pretending that a
criminal is serving a prison sentence when in reality
they are not. That is right. They are not serving the
sentence; they are at the beach, they are at home
watching TV or they are on holidays. People on
suspended sentences are doing no sentence whatsoever.
Ms Duncan interjected.
Mr NEWTON-BROWN — Exactly. It is
suspended, and it is a farce. To understand how truly
epic this work of fiction is you have to start by
reviewing the hierarchy of sentencing options under the
act. When a lawyer comes to do a plea in the
Magistrates Court or the County Court or the Supreme
Court they will assess all the circumstances. They will
look at the type of crime, the severity, any mitigating
factors, any exacerbating circumstances and the prior
history of the offender before making a pitch for an
appropriate sentence. They will probably pitch a little
under what they think the offender should get, but will
make a pitch to fit the crime. In the case of a trifling
offence the presiding officer — the magistrate or the
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judge — will say, ‘It is found proved’ and then it is
dismissed. That will happen in the case of a very minor
offence or a very young offender, or perhaps a small
fine might be imposed as you go up the ladder of
seriousness. When it gets more serious a
community-based order is an option, and then on to
intensive corrections orders, which is where you spend
a more significant amount of your week doing
community work under closer supervision.
The highest point in that hierarchy is an actual sentence.
To get a sentence from a magistrate or a judge is a
pretty difficult thing to do. It is a term of imprisonment,
and it is not given lightly. The reason for it not being
given lightly is that it is in line with our core principles
that we do not just lock people up when they make a
mistake. We give people chances. We give them
warnings; we give them a chance to rehabilitate. That is
why we have the non-custodial options, so that when a
sentence is deemed to be too heavy you go back down
the ladder to those other options. A suspended sentence
is not one step down from a sentence; it is a step to the
side. A magistrate or a judge cannot impose a
suspended sentence if a custodial sentence is not
warranted for the offence under all the circumstances,
but under the previous government’s legislation, if, and
only if, the circumstances warranted a prison sentence,
a suspended sentence could be considered. What does
this actually mean? It means the criminal walks out the
front door of the court.
In my former life as a barrister I had cases where I
considered the circumstances surrounding the crimes
and made an assessment of what I should ask for. Many
times I came to the conclusion that a community-based
order (CBO) was appropriate in all the circumstances.
Before I went into the courtroom I would discuss with
the client that I was going to ask for a CBO and that I
reckoned I could get it for the client. A number of times
I was told, ‘I don’t want that; get me a suspended
sentence. I don’t want to have to do community work’.
That is the real flaw of suspended sentences. There is
absolutely no punishment.
It was suggested before that it is a serious thing to
receive a suspended sentence and have it on your
record, and indeed it is. But if you are a career criminal
and have a list of priors five pages long, are you going
to care if you have another suspended sentence? I think
not. It is a fiction. The Attorney-General politely calls it
a fiction; I call it a farce. The criminals spend not a day
in prison, not an hour doing community work and not
$1 in fines. For the last 11 years Labor has been
handing out these get-out-of-jail cards like confetti.
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Mr LANGUILLER (Derrimut) — It gives me
pleasure to rise to speak on the Sentencing Further
Amendment Bill 2010. The bill has two main purposes.
Firstly, it proposes to amend the Sentencing
Amendment Act 2010 to abolish suspended sentences
for significant offences as defined in clause 3 of the bill.
Secondly, it proposes to amend the Sentencing Act
1991 to make further provisions for the membership of
the Sentencing Advisory Council.
As you would be aware, Acting Speaker — as, may I
say, an old-timer in this chamber — if there was one
government that fought crime and was tough on crime,
it was the Labor government. We took the measures
that were required in order to fight crime, but at the
same time we understood and respected how important
suspended sentences are. In particular we understood
how important it is to make provision for judiciary
discretion. This bill builds on what the Labor
government did over more than a decade.
It does very little, as a matter of fact. What is happening
is that the Attorney-General and the government are
talking tough but are doing very little. I recall clearly
when we were in government the member for Box Hill,
now the Attorney-General, talking tough, saying that at
the moment the coalition came into office it would
provide the resources to fight crime and deal with the
requirements that are needed for the purposes of
dealing effectively with sentencing.
When you talk about these matters you need to provide
resources. An amending bill without resources behind it
means very little, and that is exactly what this is. It
provides for 500 more beds, as has been talked about,
but it does nothing else and provides not an additional
penny. It is important that members — and, if I may,
members of the backbench in particular — be aware
that today the government is talking tough but is
providing very little in terms of effective resources.
We will not oppose the bill, because it builds on the
good work done by previous Labor governments. We
made significant reforms to sentencing during our
period in office. Most recently Labor passed the
Sentencing Amendment Act 2010 prior to the last
election. That act abolished suspended sentences for
serious offences as defined in section 3 of the
Sentencing Act 1991, including murder, attempted
murder, child homicide, rape, intentionally causing
serious injury, kidnapping, armed robbery and others.
That act abolished mandatory imprisonment for
subsequent offences of driving whilst disqualified, and I
think that was fair and reasonable. It is important that
judiciary discretion be retained.
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I refer members to correspondence from the Law
Institute of Victoria (LIV) addressed to the shadow
Attorney-General. It is dated 18 January 2011 and is in
reference to the Sentencing Further Amendment Bill
2010. It says:
The LIV believes that suspended sentences hold an essential
place in the sentencing hierarchy for all offences, and allow
the sentencing judicial officer to impose an appropriate
sentence after taking into account all aspects of the offence,
offender and victim.
The LIV strongly supports the principle of judicial discretion
and believes that judicial officers are best placed to impose
the appropriate penalty …

I will quote further, because I think it is important that
members of this house take into account the views
advanced by the Law Institute of Victoria:
The abolition of suspended sentences for ‘serious offences’
via the Sentencing Amendment Act 2010 and for ‘significant
offences’ via the Sentencing Further Amendment Bill 2010
denies the reality that in many cases, a wholly suspended
sentence imposed for an offence classified as ‘serious’ or
‘significant’ is appropriate.

I refer members to this good example provided by the
law institute:
A good example to illustrate the appropriate imposition of a
suspended sentence would be the mercy killing of a mortally
ill elderly woman by her loving elderly husband.

I refer members again to the Law Institute of Victoria
correspondence which I will provide to the house
through the shadow Attorney-General. What the bill
does, as I have indicated, is define the significant
offences as causing serious injury recklessly,
aggravated burglary, arson causing death and
trafficking a commercial quantity of a drug of
dependence. As a consequence of this bill suspended
sentences are not available as a sentencing option for
the new significant offences. What the bill does is add
two new members to the Sentencing Advisory
Council — a member of a victims of crime support
advocacy group and a serving police officer below
commissioned officer rank.
What we say about this bill is that it does not live up to
expectations. It does not meet the expectations that
were created by the then opposition and now
government. The government criticised our legislation
last year because it said it should have provided for the
abolition of suspended sentences for all crimes. In fact
that is what the Attorney-General said at the time.
In addition the concerns that we have and criticisms
that we level at the bill introduced today include the
issue of timing. When the Sentencing Amendment Bill
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2010 was passed before the November state election the
intention was for it to come into effect on 1 July 2011.
The now Attorney-General was highly critical of that
time frame saying:
… the test will be … to bring the bill into operation ahead of
the announced commencement date of 1 July 2011.

He went on to say:
… if there is a change of government on 27 November, we
will be looking to bring this bill into operation as soon as can
possibly be achieved.

In fact this bill does nothing to bring forward the date. It
has a default commencement date of 1 January
2012 — —
Mr Clark — Have you read it?
Mr LANGUILLER — Of course I have. We
always do our homework. I draw the attention of the
house again to this important matter. For those of us
who have experienced government we know it is tough,
we know that you have to grow the economy, we know
that you have to be able to provide resources and we
know you have to put your money where your mouth
is. This bill does not do that because it does not provide
any additional moneys for the purpose of what the
government says it wants to achieve by introducing this
bill. Apart from the election commitment of 500 more
prison beds over four years the government has said
nothing about the cost of the bill, the extra resources
that it will require or how any of it will be paid.
In his second-reading speech the Attorney-General said
jail will mean jail. He talks about community-based
sentencing with teeth. Nothing in this or in the
government’s election commitment deals with the
massive increase in resources — namely, for prison
officers and community corrections. We do support the
bill but we are critical about it not delivering the
resources that are required.
Dr SYKES (Benalla) — I rise to contribute to the
Sentencing Further Amendment Bill 2011. I note that
this bill in context is part of one of the basic platforms
of the Baillieu-Ryan coalition government which was
elected on 27 November 2010, in that law and order
was something on which the community demanded a
tougher stance and on which the previous Bracks and
Brumby Labor governments had not delivered to their
satisfaction. The Liberal-Nationals coalition
government now has the chance to deliver on its
commitments.
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As the Attorney-General said in his second-reading
speech:
Suspended sentences are a fiction that pretends offenders are
serving a term of imprisonment, when in fact they are living
freely in the community.

If I heard correctly, I believe the member for Altona
agreed with the statement that suspended sentences are
a fiction. It is good to have bipartisan recognition of
that fundamental factor.
The second thing is that this legislation is part of a
progression toward toughening up on crime. We
acknowledge that the Labor government in its last days
in October 2010 did remove the suspended sentence
option for a number of crimes and our party, then in
opposition, supported that but signalled — to use the
words of the opposition — that more needed to be
done. So what we have is a progressive toughening up
on crime with the following crimes now being added —
recklessly causing serious injury, commercial drug
trafficking, aggravated burglary and arson. When
people are found guilty of these additional crimes they
are deemed to be ineligible for suspended sentences
options.
It is pleasing that not only is this bill clearly supported
by members of the government but also members of the
opposition have indicated that they do not oppose it,
despite having raised some concerns. The bill before
the house implements the wishes of the community.
The member for Ferntree Gully mentioned Noel
McNamara, who has fought so hard for so long
representing the victims of crime and who has
demanded, pleaded for and begged for tougher
sentences for people who have had terrible pain and
suffering inflicted upon them, including his family.
We had a situation in Benalla where there were some
very painful outcomes for a person. Through that I
became involved with Noel McNamara, and I respect
him for his passionate commitment to pursue this
matter on behalf of many victims of crime. That is a
small sector of the community, but the community at
large has made it clear that we want our communities to
be safe. Part of the process of delivering a safe
community is to be tough on crime: do the crime, do
the time.
The Attorney-General in his second-reading speech
also flagged that this is part of a progressive toughening
up in that the coalition parties supported the Sentencing
Amendment Bill 2010 but made it clear that, if elected,
a coalition government would legislate in its first term
of office to abolish suspended sentences for all
offences.
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What we are saying is that this is a significant step
down the road but there is more to come, and we need
to work through that progressively as we understand all
of the implications and do our homework so that we put
before this Parliament soundly based proposals and do
not find ourselves in the embarrassing situation that the
previous Bracks and Brumby governments often found
themselves whereby they would introduce legislation
only to find that it needed to be amended a matter of
weeks or months after the bill had been passed and
implemented. Often the shortcomings of the previous
government’s legislation had been identified in debate
in this Parliament, but the arrogance of the Bracks and
Brumby governments saw them proceed, deaf to the
advice coming from the opposition and the Victorian
community.
I know the community is looking forward to this
legislation being implemented. Just yesterday I spoke
on Mansfield community radio. When I said this piece
of legislation was coming before the house, the
proposal was welcomed but it was said that it needed to
go further. The interviewer also made the point that if
people are going to be given the option of community
service or community-based orders, they must carry out
those duties and not get away with basically thumbing
their noses at the judiciary and law enforcement
agencies.
Our community are saying we should proceed with this
carefully, taking into account all of the complexities
linked with the committing of crimes and the associated
factors. We know the community and the
government — and the opposition acknowledges that
suspended sentences should go — recognise that jail is
not always an appropriate option, even if serious
offences have been committed, but if we need to have
other options such as community-based orders, then we
must ensure that they are carried out if they are given to
a person.
There is another aspect of concern. My community —
the electorate of Benalla — seeks the removal of
suspended sentencing in situations such as culpable
driving and driving without a licence, because
regrettably there have been many situations in country
Victoria where people have gone before the courts
obviously thumbing their nose at the courts, saying, ‘I
want to continue to drive, regardless of whether or not I
have a licence’. Unfortunately the circumstances under
which they drive often put other people at risk, so those
people must also be brought to heel. Therefore I
personally welcome the commitment of the
Attorney-General and the Liberal-Nationals coalition
government to move further down this track and ensure
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that the suspended sentence option is removed from
other serious crimes.
The opposition raised the issue of resourcing. That is an
interesting issue to raise in this debate, because I recall
being on the Public Accounts and Estimates
Committee, interviewing the then Attorney-General in
May 2010, when the proposal to remove suspended
sentencing was floated by him after the budget had
been brought down. When the Attorney-General was
asked to explain how he would meet additional costings
associated with the need to have additional spaces in
jail he was quite dismissive of this very basic question
that we, the members of the Public Accounts and
Estimates Committee, put to him.
It is interesting that the former Attorney-General —
who introduced a change in suspended sentencing that
would result in more people going to jail but did it only
a few weeks after the budget had been brought down —
failed to provide any indication of the costs of that
policy change that had been made on the run. It is good
to have the questions being asked now, and I am sure
that the Baillieu-Ryan government will ensure that
there is appropriate accommodation for additional
people in our jails and appropriate supervision so that
we will have a situation where the people that have
done the crime will do the time.
I endorse this bill proposed by the Attorney-General. I
commend him for his endeavours in bringing this bill
before the Parliament so soon into our term in
government but also for his amazing contribution to the
preparation of various forms of legislation both in
opposition and now in government.
Mrs VICTORIA (Bayswater) — I too have great
pleasure in rising to speak on the Sentencing Further
Amendment Bill 2010 brought to the house by the
Attorney-General. I was delighted to see that this is yet
another coalition policy beginning to be delivered, so
many of which have already been put into process since
the election in November.
I bring to the attention of the house some of the things
that are happening in my community in expectation of
this bill. Certainly crime and law and order were issues
on which we were all bombarded when it came to
pre-election lobbying by our communities, and my
community was no different. For a start, my
constituents complained a lot about how there were not
enough police available, not enough police on the
streets and too many police in administrative roles and
not on the front line. I commend this bill to the house.
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Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I am pleased to
be able to close the debate on this bill and thank
members for their contributions to it. One knows one is
winning the war of ideas when one’s opponents come
along and join in support of a measure that one is
bringing to the house, and it is pleasing to see the
change of heart of members opposite. In the previous
Parliament they needed to be dragged, kicking and
screaming, to accept the community’s rightful and
appropriate call for suspended sentences to be
abolished, recognising that they are in fact a legal
fiction, that jail should mean jail, that truth should be
restored to sentencing and that the community is
looking for tougher and more effective sentencing as
part of a range of measures to tackle soaring levels of
violent crime in the community.

Our side of the house is committed to abolishing
suspended sentences for all crimes and to legislate to do
so in our first term, and that is what we are proceeding
to do. We are also keen to have that achieved as soon as
possible.

It was only after our side of politics, then in opposition,
announced that we would legislate, if elected to
government, to abolish suspended sentences for all
crimes that the then government was dragged, kicking
and screaming to announce measures last May. Those
measures did not make it to the Parliament until the
final sitting week of the previous Parliament and then
went through only because the government of the day
was embarrassed into it and otherwise the bill would
have lapsed as the Parliament was dissolved prior to the
election. If the government of the day had got its act
together and acted on the advice of the Sentencing
Advisory Council, which was given many years ago,
we could have seen the abolition of suspended
sentences for all crimes achieved in legislation under
the previous government, but it did not get its act
together. Indeed the Attorney-General of the day, even
with the support of our side of Parliament, would not
get his act together in order to speed up the abolition of
the relatively limited number of suspended sentences
for which his final legislation was intended.

Motion agreed to.

The member for Altona is the opposition’s lead speaker
on the bill, as she is the lower house representative for
the shadow Attorney-General in the other place. I
always have some sympathy for members who are in
that position. In the circumstances she did not do too
bad a job, but she has to learn not to take the advice, as
I presume she has, of the honourable member for
Niddrie, because if she does, she will be led badly
astray. In particular she told the house that the bill
before the house was not to commence until January
next year, whereas if she had been properly advised or
had had the opportunity to read it herself, she would
have seen that the key parts of the bill come into effect
on royal assent. That means that on royal assent those
provisions are inserted into the legislation passed under
the previous Parliament.

I thank members on all sides of the house for their
support for this bill and hope it will receive similar
support in the other place and can be quickly brought
into law.
Motion agreed to.
Read second time; by leave, proceeded to third
reading.
Third reading

Read third time.

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES
References
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) — By
leave, I move:
That under section 33 of the Parliamentary Committees Act
2003 the following matters be referred to the joint
investigatory committees specified:
(1) To the Environment and Natural Resources
Committee — for inquiry, consideration and report no
later than 30 November 2011 matters relating to flood
mitigation infrastructure in Victoria, with particular
reference to:
(a) identifying best practice and emerging technology
for flood mitigation and monitoring infrastructure
including river gauges;
(b) the management of levees across Victoria,
including ownership, responsibility and
maintenance on both public and private land;
(c) waterways management, including the nature and
extent of vegetation clearing activities within
waterways and their general maintenance;
(d) identifying those entities and individuals having
ownership of waterways and the responsibility for
their clearing and their maintenance; and
(e) the extent to which, if any, local knowledge of
residents is employed in effecting waterways
clearing and maintenance.
(2) To the Education and Training Committee — for
inquiry, consideration and report no later than
31 January 2012 on the education of gifted and talented
students and the committee is asked to consider:
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(a) the effectiveness of current policies and programs
for gifted and talented students, with particularly
consideration of, but not limited to:
(i)

identification of gifted and talented students;

(ii) equity of access to quality educational choices
for gifted and talented students and their
families; and
(iii) impact on the learning, development and
wellbeing of gifted and talented students;
(b) the scope, coverage and effectiveness of current
policies and programs for students from both
metropolitan and regional school communities,
school leaders, teachers and parents and carers to
support gifted and talented students;
(c) opportunities and strategies for enhancing support
for gifted and talented students, their parents and
carers, teachers and school leaders; and
(d) opportunities for improved educational offerings
for gifted and talented students through
collaboration across all school sectors and with
community, business and industry.
(3) To the Outer Suburban/Interface Services and
Development Committee — for inquiry, consideration
and report no later than 10 February 2012 on the
livability options in outer suburban Melbourne and the
committee is asked to:
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(c) investigate options, based on intrastate, interstate
and international evidence, which reduce pressures
on infrastructure and essential services;
(d) catalogue the skills mix of outer suburban residents
to identify those areas with a skills shortage and
provide options for skills training and retention,
especially as it relates to both younger and semi
retired people;
(e) examine the role of small businesses, local councils
and community groups (such as Rotary and Lions
clubs) in developing local expertise;
(f)

investigate the value of sister city relationships
with key trade and innovation markets; and

(g) identify local manufacturing capacity and highlight
export development opportunities available for
businesses operating in the outer suburbs.
(5) To the Environment and Natural Resources
Committee — for inquiry, consideration and report no
later than 30 September 2011 on the establishment and
effectiveness of registered aboriginal parties and the
committee is asked to consider:
(a) Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council policies in
relation to the appointment of registered aboriginal
parties including the factors that should be taken
into account by the council in making a decision
such as:
(i)

(a) outline recent state planning policies as they relate
to private housing;
(b) examine population growth trends and impacts;

the degree to which traditional ownership is
contested in the area the subject of an
application;

(ii) the impact that decisions may have on the
community;

(c) collate and analyse median house prices in outer
suburban areas and measure this against income
and cost of living data;

(iii) the capacity of the applicant to fulfil
legislative responsibilities if appointed;

(d) identify the provision of medical/health and
support services in outer suburban areas;

(iv) the process used to determine and identify the
successful registered Aboriginal party;

(e) classify national and international ‘best practice’ in
urban renewal as it relates to established outer
suburbs; and
(f)

recommend options for enhanced livability of
residents.

(4) To the Outer Suburban/Interface Services and
Development Committee — for inquiry, consideration
and report no later than 10 February 2012 on growing
the suburbs: infrastructure and business development in
outer suburban Melbourne and the committee is asked
to:

(b) the support available to the council in making
decisions about the appointment of registered
Aboriginal parties including:
(i)

membership and structure of the council;

(ii) council’s capacity to inquire into matters
relevant to applications, including supporting
applicants to provide information needed to
fully assess applications; and
(c) the effectiveness of the established registered
Aboriginal parties.

(a) identify existing public and private infrastructure
provision, including schools, hospitals, commercial
and shopping precincts, transport and roads,
telecommunications, water and power;

(6) To the Electoral Matters Committee — for inquiry,
consideration and report no later than 30 June 2011 on
the conduct of the 2010 Victorian state election and
matters related thereto.

(b) assess the capacity of existing infrastructure to
accommodate increased population growth;

(7) To the Economic Development and Infrastructure
Committee — for inquiry, consideration and report no
later than 8 February 2012 on the benefits and drivers of
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greenfields mineral exploration and project development
in Victoria and the committee is asked to consider
possible barriers to greenfields exploration and
development, as well as project attraction in Victoria in
the context of a globally competitive industry, and to
identify appropriate responses that government and
industry may take — and the committee is asked to do
this through an examination of:

(iii) remuneration packages and opportunities;
(iv) career pathways for youth and early career
workers;
(v) existing models of farm business (ownership
and management); and
(vi) the factors that influence rural quality of life
including, but not limited to:

(a) Victoria’s mineral endowment (often referred to as
‘prospectivity’) across a portfolio of commodities
(including energy earth resources and extractives
products);

(A) resource and service access;
(B) farm family health;

(b) the regulatory environment;
(c) fees, charges and royalties;

(C) access to skills development and
off-farm employment;

(d) national and international perceptions of Victoria’s
prospectivity and regulatory environment;

(D) leadership and other capabilities within
the community;

(e) the success and failure of projects in Victoria’s
mining development pipeline;

(E) partnerships and networks (formal and
informal); and

(f)

(F) the Victorian economy and government
policy; and

different approaches and programs applied in other
Australian and international jurisdictions to foster
increased investment in greenfields exploration for,
and development of, minerals and energy earth
resources;

(g) the different roles of government (this may include,
but is not limited to, targeted industry engagement,
facilitation and generation of geological survey
information);
(h) opportunities to increase the net benefits from
Victoria’s minerals and energy earth resources, and
to potentially provide for self-sufficiency in low
cost energy and extractive materials, consistent
with the principle of economic efficiency; and
(i)

consideration of the costs and benefits of
greenfields minerals exploration (economic, social
and environmental), and whether there are
opportunities to improve the management of
potential conflicts between exploration and other
land uses.

(8) To the Rural and Regional Committee — for inquiry,
consideration and report no later than 8 February 2012
on the capacity of the farming sector to attract and retain
young farmers and respond to an ageing workforce and
the committee is asked to:
(a) examine the benefits to the agriculture sector of
attracting more young farmers (including youth
and early career workers);
(b) examine the factors that affect the ability of the
agriculture sector to attract and retain young
farmers including, but not limited to:
(i)

the profitability and business competitiveness
of agricultural and other industries;

(ii) farming business acumen and recruitment
strategies (including diversity);

(c) provide strategies and recommendations that will
promote the realisation of the benefits identified
above.
(9) To the Road Safety Committee — for inquiry,
consideration and report no later than 30 June 2012 on
motorcycle safety and the committee is asked to
consider:
(a) trends over time in crash types including on-road
and off-road crashes, rural/urban breakdown,
experience levels of riders (where known) and
types of motorcycles being ridden;
(b) the changing face of motorcycling and, in
particular, patterns of motorcycle usage over time
including the uptake of motorcycles as an
alternative form of transport and its impact on road
safety;
(c) the attitudes of riders to safety and risk-taking
including drugs, alcohol, travelling at inappropriate
speeds, use of protective clothing and fatigue;
(d) riders’ and drivers’ attitudes to each other;
(e) responsibilities for improving the safety of off-road
riders;
(f)

the efficiency and effectiveness of the accredited
provider scheme in the delivery and administration
of motorcycle licensing;

(g) countermeasures used in Victoria, Australia and
other comparable overseas jurisdictions to reduce
the number and severity of motorcycle accidents
with reference to road environment treatments,
behavioural change programs and the design and
technology of motorcycles and protective gear;
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(h) new initiatives to reduce motorcycle crashes and
injuries;
(i)

(j)

the appropriateness of the TAC premium for
motorcyclists in relation to covering all riders
eligible to claim on the TAC scheme;
the effectiveness of the motorcycle safety levy in
improving rider safety in Victoria; and

(k) the ways government can work with
non-government stakeholders to achieve
motorcycle safety outcomes.
(10) To the Law Reform Committee — for inquiry,
consideration and report no later than 30 June 2012 on
donor-conceived persons and, further to the interim
report of the Law Reform Committee of the 56th
Parliament, the committee is asked to consider:
(a) the legal, practical and other issues that would arise
if all donor-conceived people were given access to
identifying information about their donors and their
donor-conceived siblings, regardless of the date
that the donation was made;
(b) the relevance of a donor’s consent or otherwise to
the release of identifying information and the
National Health and Medical Research Council’s
ethical guidelines on the use of assisted
reproductive technology in clinical practice and
research;
(c) any practical difficulties in releasing information
about donors who provided their gametes before
1 July 1988, because in many cases records are not
available either because the procedure was carried
out privately or records were not stored centrally;

Thursday, 10 February 2011
(c) examine the contribution of, and challenges facing,
older members of the Victorian community from
diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds;
(d) identify the role of government in supporting older
Victorians and the intersection of federal, state and
local government service provision and their
responsibility to seniors;
(e) consider the economic significance of older
Victorians in the paid workforce and the voluntary
sector and barriers to participation for those
Victorian seniors who desire to work in or
contribute to the community, and how willing
economic and social contributions can be fostered;
(f)

consider ageing well in terms of quality of life and
community participation, including the specific and
different issues faced by men and women, older
Victorians from different age cohorts, and those
living in rural and regional areas;

(g) examine the role and interrelationship of active,
successful, positive and productive ageing
approaches in promoting better health; and
(h) develop recommendations or strategies for whole
of government and community responses to the
needs of older Victorians now, and into the future,
and incorporate in the recommendations the best
international practice in support of ageing well.
(12) To the Law Reform Committee — for inquiry,
consideration and report no later than 30 March 2012 on
access to and interaction with the justice system by
people with an intellectual disability and their families
and carers, including:
(a) key issues and themes, including but not limited to:

(d) the options for implementing any changes to the
current arrangements, including non-legislative
options;
(e) the impact that any such changes may have on the
donor, the donor-conceived person and future
donor programs;
(f)

the impacts of the transfer of the donor registers
currently held by the Infertility Treatment
Authority to the registrar of births, deaths and
marriages; and

(g) the possible implications under the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006.

(i)

(ii) availability of appropriate services and
supports;
(iii) dealings with the police; and
(iv) the operation of the courts;
(b) measures within Australia and internationally to
improve access to, and interaction with, the justice
system, including but not limited to measures that
seek to:
(i)

(11) To the Family and Community Development
Committee — for inquiry, consideration and report no
later than 10 February 2012 on opportunities for
participation of Victorian seniors, and the committee is
asked to:
(a) review national and international literature on
preparing for an ageing society;
(b) consult with older Victorians and representative
bodies and with Victorians planning for ageing
well;

participants’ knowledge of their rights;

break down barriers to the justice system and
enhance participation;

(ii) deliver just and equitable outcomes;
(iii) facilitate collaborative and co-ordinated
approaches across government departments
and agencies; and
(iv) provide responses that address the
circumstances of the offender and offence
concerned.
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(13) To the Family and Community Development
Committee — for inquiry, consideration and report no
later than 26 November 2011 on workforce participation
by people with a mental illness, and the committee is
asked to consider:
(a) evidence of the low rate of workforce participation
of people with mental illness, and the social and
economic costs involved;
(b) identification of the barriers that people with
mental illness experience in gaining and retaining
employment;
(c) the respective roles of, and collaboration between,
local, state and commonwealth governments,
business and community organisations in
supporting the workforce participation of people
with mental illness;
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(c) the extent to which these organisations are effective
in engaging with local and state agencies in the
development of policy;
(d) whether institutional or other arrangements support
or impede such local groups in engaging in the
development of community safety initiatives;
(e) whether there is a cost benefit to the community for
current crime prevention strategies;
(f)

whether alternate models for such organisations
may improve outcomes; and

(g) local community safety and crime prevention
arrangements in other jurisdictions, particularly
within Australia, New Zealand and the United
Kingdom.

Motion agreed to.
(d) the effectiveness of programs that aim to improve
the workforce participation of people with mental
illness, including best practice models;
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(e) opportunities for tailoring education and vocational
training for the needs of people with mental illness;
(f)

effective measures to support employers to recruit,
employ and retain people with mental illness;

(g) the role of mental health services, and general
health and community services in improving the
workforce participation of people with mental
illness.
(14) To the Education and Training Committee — for
inquiry, consideration and report no later than
31 January 2012 on agricultural education in Victoria,
and the committee is asked to consider:
(a) an evaluation of the current extent of
agricultural-related courses delivered in Victoria;
(b) an evaluation of the effectiveness of current
agricultural programs;
(c) whether the workforce training needs of agriculture
are being met; and
(d) an overview of well regarded agricultural
education in other Australian states and territories,
or other countries.
(15) To the Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee — for
inquiry, consideration and report no later than 12 March
2012 on locally based approaches to community safety
and crime prevention, and the committee is asked to
consider:
(a) the breadth of locally based groups and
organisations addressing community safety and
crime prevention issues within Victoria,
particularly with regard to local government and
Neighbourhood Watch;
(b) the approaches adopted by these groups to
promulgating community safety and crime
prevention practices, programs or initiatives;

Membership
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) — By
leave, I move:
That —
(1) Mr Battin and Mr McCurdy be members of the Drugs
and Crime Prevention Committee.
(2) Mr Crisp, Ms Miller and Mr Southwick be members of
the Education and Training Committee.
(3) Ms Ryall and Mrs Victoria be members of the Electoral
Matters Committee.
(4) Ms Graley, Ms Hutchins and Ms McLeish be members
of the Outer Suburban/Interface Services and
Development Committee.

Motion agreed to.

ACTING SPEAKERS
The SPEAKER tabled amended warrant
nominating Christine Campbell, John Eren and
John Pandazopoulos to preside as Acting Speakers
whenever requested to do so by the Speaker or the
Deputy Speaker.

BUILDING AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Statement of compatibility
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
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In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities (the charter), I make this statement of
compatibility for the Building Amendment Bill 2011.
In my opinion, the Building Amendment Bill 2011 (the bill)
as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is compatible with
the human rights protected by the charter. I base my opinion
on the reasons outlined in this statement.
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The premises standards provide that decisions by state and
territory panels, established to make recommendations on
building access matters, are to be taken into account by either
the Federal Court or the Federal Magistrates’ Court of
Australia when determining if a person has not acted
unlawfully because compliance would impose unjustifiable
hardship.
Human rights issues

Overview of bill
1.
The bill will amend the Building Act 1993 to:
1.

enable volumes 1 and 2 of the National Construction
Code series (Building Code of Australia) to be adopted
by and form part of the Building Regulations 2006 and
volume 3 of the National Construction Code series
(Plumbing Code of Australia) to be adopted by and form
part of the Plumbing Regulations 2008; and

2.

enable the existing Building Appeals Board to determine
applications made for unjustifiable hardship using
criteria under the national Disability (Access to
Premises — Buildings) Standards 2010 (premises
standards).

Disability Discrimination Act
The Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (cth) is enforced
primarily through a complaints mechanism, which allows
individuals who believe that they have experienced unlawful
discrimination to seek a conciliated outcome through the
Australian Human Rights Commission and if that is not
successful, to bring an action in the Federal Court or the
Federal Magistrates’ Court of Australia.
The Building Code of Australia has historically had technical
requirements for access for people with a disability to most
building classes in volume 1 of the code; however this
provided no certainty that compliance with the Building Code
of Australia was sufficient to meet the requirements of the
Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (cth).

Human rights protected by the charter that are
relevant to the bill

The bill will amend the definitions of the Building Code of
Australia and the Plumbing Code of Australia in the Building
Act 1993 to refer to the new title of the National Construction
Code series and to insert a definition of the National
Construction Code series. These amendments will bring
effect to the new edition of the Building Code of Australia
and the Plumbing Code of Australia in Victoria on 1 May
2011. These amendments are mechanical in nature and will
not engage any rights under the charter.
The amendments to the Building Act 1993, to enable the
existing Building Appeals Board to determine applications
made for unjustifiable hardship using criteria under the
national premises standards in the bill, engage rights protected
under the charter.
The bill engages the right to a fair and public hearing
(section 24 of the charter) and the right to equality (section 8
of the charter).
The bill engages but does not limit the right to a fair and
public hearing (section 24).
Nature of the right to a fair hearing
Section 24 of the charter provides that a party to a civil
proceeding has the right to have the proceeding decided by a
competent, independent and impartial court or tribunal after a
fair and public hearing. All judgements or decisions made by
a court or tribunal in a civil proceeding must be made public.

Premises standards
The premises standards are an instrument under the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 (cth) that have been introduced by
the Commonwealth government to develop a set of uniform
access provisions, which take effect on 1 May 2011.
In Victoria, the premises standards will be implemented
through incorporation of the access code of the premises
standards into volume 1 of the National Construction Code
series (improved accessibility requirements).
The improved accessibility requirements will apply where a
building permit application is made for all building classes in
volume 1 of the National Construction Code, except for parts
of buildings or building classes which are primarily for
private residential use.
The premises standards creates the right to seek relief from
discrimination on the grounds of unjustifiable hardship. This
exception will operate in a similar manner to a defence, if a
complaint is made. This exception cannot be accommodated
in the National Construction Code series, as it is an
administrative consideration not a technical requirement.

The rights of a person to a competent, independent and
impartial court after a fair and public hearing are not limited
for the reasons, as follows. Under the existing provisions of
the Building Act 1993:
the Building Appeals Board is competent, independent
and impartial because the Building Appeals Board
would constitute panels with members (appointed on the
minister’s recommendation) who are expert in access to
determine applications made for an unjustifiable
hardship exemption;
the Building Appeals Board may conduct a proceeding
in private if it considers it in the public interest or the
interest of justice to do so, but must otherwise hold its
hearing in public;
the Building Appeals Board may also inform itself in
any manner it thinks fit and may seek the independent
advice of a person to assist it in dealing with the
proceeding;
a party to a proceeding may appear at a hearing before
the Building Appeals Board or do anything else in
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relation to a proceeding before the board either
personally or through an agent; and

complaint of discrimination under the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 (cth).

a determination of the Building Appeals Board must be
in writing and a party to a proceeding may request the
board to give to the party written reasons for its
determination.

Nature and extent of limitation

Importantly the bill is fair to applicants by including the
criteria for determinations on the unjustifiable hardship
exception from the premises standards; this supports
transparency in the board’s reasons for its determinations on
unjustifiable hardship.
Right to equality
The second right that is engaged by the bill is the right to
equality (section 8 of the charter). Indeed, the premises
standards and the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (cth)
represents the recognition in law of the inherent rights of
people with a disability to participate in public life in an
equitable and dignified way.
However, in alignment with the premises standards
unjustifiable hardship exception, the bill, which proposes a
disapplication from, or modification or variation to, the
building regulations relating to access for people with a
disability (an exemption), limits the right to equality where
compliance with the improved accessibility requirements
would impose unjustifiable hardship on the building permit
applicant.
2.
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Consideration of reasonable limitations — section 7(2)

I will now address the limitation to the right to recognition
and equality before the law (section 8) in relation to the
exemption. I consider this limitation to be reasonable in a free
and democratic society.
Nature of the right to equality
Section 8 of the charter states every person has the right to
enjoy his or her human rights without discrimination. Every
person is equal before the law and is entitled to the equal
protection of the law without discrimination, and has the right
to equal and effective protection against discrimination. The
bill contains measures taken for the purpose of assisting or
advancing persons or groups of persons disadvantaged
because of discrimination.

New section 160B(4) inserted by clause 5 of the bill will
require that the Building Appeals Board, in determining
whether compliance with the improved accessibility
requirements would impose unjustifiable hardship on an
applicant, the Building Appeals Board must take into account
all relevant circumstances of the particular case including
criteria governing decisions on unjustifiable hardship under
the premises standards, including the following:
(a) the financial circumstances, and the estimated amount of
expenditure required to be made, by the applicant;
(b) the availability of financial assistance from government
funding;
(c) the extent to which the building is used for public
purposes and has a community function;
(d) any exceptional technical factors;
(e) the nature of the benefit or detriment, including loss of
heritage significance, likely to accrue to, or to be
suffered by, any person concerned, including people
with a disability;
(f)

any relevant action plan given to the Australian Human
Rights Commission under the powers of the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 (cth) and provided to the
Building Appeals Board; and

(g) any evidence regarding efforts made in good faith by a
person to comply with the requirements and the nature
and results of any process of consultation.
New section 160B(5) inserted by clause 5 of the bill provides
that if a substantial issue of unjustifiable hardship is raised
having regard to the above factors, the bill would require the
following additional factors are to be considered by the
Building Appeals Board to achieve equitable access:
(a) the extent to which substantially equal access to the
premises may be provided otherwise than by
compliance; and

Importance of the purpose of limitation

(b) any measures undertaken, or to be undertaken to enable
substantially equal access.

The purpose of the limitation in new section 160B inserted by
clause 5 of the bill is to enable an administrative and approval
mechanism to allow building owners, building designers,
building surveyors and builders to lawfully comply with the
premises standards and the Disability Discrimination Act
1992 (cth).

New section 160B(6) inserted by clause 5 of the bill provides
that the decision of the Building Appeals Board must provide
that the applicant complies with the improved accessibility
requirements to the maximum extent not involving
unjustifiable hardship.

Specifically, the bill provides an exemption to be available to
the applicant (the owner undertaking the building work),
where compliance with the improved accessibility
requirements would impose unjustifiable hardship.
This will provide certainty to all stakeholders who have an
interest in the design, construction and use of buildings of a
public nature, that building work will comply with the
premises standards and will reduce the likelihood of a

The relationship between the limitation and its purpose
Due to limited resources all building owners and developers
must have the ability to seek a determination on whether
compliance with the improved accessibility requirements
would impose unjustifiable hardship on the building permit
applicant. Otherwise the applicant would have no certainty as
to whether they were lawful under the premises standards and
the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (cth) prior to
commencing construction.
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Any less restrictive means reasonably available to achieve its
purpose
The limitation is reasonable because it balances the right of
people with a disability to dignified and equitable access to
buildings between the practical considerations of
cost-effectiveness, achievability and certainty.
I consider new section 160B inserted by clause 5 of the bill is
necessary for consistency with the national premises
standards and the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (cth).
On the balance, the limitation to the right to recognition and
equality before the law (section 8) of the charter is reasonable.
Amendments to the Building Regulations 2006 will also be
progressed to provide concessions from the accessibility
requirements relating to lifts, toilets and access ways
consistent with those provided in the premises standards.
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The current national building requirements incorporated
in the Victorian building control scheme are the
Building Code of Australia and the Plumbing Code of
Australia. These codes provide national, minimum
requirements that address issues relating to health,
safety, amenity and sustainability in the design,
construction and performance of buildings.
As of 1 May 2011, these two codes will be consolidated
into a single code and republished as the National
Construction Code series. The Australian Building
Codes Board will publish the National Construction
Code series, comprising volumes 1 and 2, which will
contain the Building Code of Australia and volume 3,
which will contain the Plumbing Code of Australia. It
will come into effect on 1 May 2011.

Conclusion
I consider that the Building Amendment Bill 2011 is
compatible with the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities because, to the extent that new section 160B
inserted by clause 5 of the bill may limit human rights, those
limitations are reasonable and demonstrably justified in a free
and democratic society.
Robert Clark, MP
Attorney-General

Second reading
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Overview of bill
The bill will amend the Building Act 1993 to:
1. enable volumes 1 and 2 of the National
Construction Code series (Building Code of
Australia) to be adopted by and form part of
the Building Regulations 2006 and volume 3
of the National Construction Code series
(Plumbing Code of Australia) to be adopted by
and form part of the Plumbing Regulations
2008; and
2. enable the existing Building Appeals Board to
determine applications made for unjustifiable
hardship using criteria under the national
Disability (Access to Premises — Buildings)
Standards 2010 (premises standards).
National Construction Code
The government wants to ensure the Victorian building
control system is referencing the most recent national
minimum building and plumbing requirements. To
achieve this, amendments to the Building Act 1993 are
required.

The National Construction Code series has been
developed under the Council of Australian
Governments (COAG) national partnership agreement
to deliver a seamless national economy. Under this
agreement the commonwealth, states and territories
agreed to implement 36 streams of business
deregulation and competition reform, including as a
priority, a commitment to develop a National
Construction Code series.
The intention of the National Construction Code series
is to reduce the regulatory burden by bringing all
on-site construction requirements into one code. It will
eventually result in the consolidation of all on-site
construction regulation, which will include building,
plumbing, electrical and telecommunications
requirements. The first phase in this process has been to
consolidate the Building Code of Australia and
Plumbing Code of Australia.
The National Construction Code series will provide a
range of benefits including:
efficiency gains from removing overlap and
inconsistency between codes;
an improved regulatory framework for plumbing
standards with greater national consistency, as not all
states and territories adopt the Plumbing Code of
Australia in their regulations;
greater opportunities for innovation; and
broader benefits through complementing other
reform initiatives, such as national licensing and
reforms in the training sector.
To give effect to the National Construction Code series,
all states and territories are required to implement the
National Construction Code series through their
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respective legislation. The government introduces this
bill to give effect to the National Construction Code
series.
The bill will amend the Building Act 1993 prior to
1 May 2011 to refer to the National Construction Code
series, thus enabling volumes 1 and 2 of the National
Construction Code series to be adopted by, and form
part of the Building Regulations 2006 and enabling
volume 3 of the National Construction Code series to
be adopted by, and form part of the Plumbing
Regulations 2008.
Building accessibility
The commonwealth government’s Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 (cth) is aimed at reducing
discrimination against people with a disability in
premises which the public is entitled to enter or use.
The premises standards are an instrument under the
Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (cth) that have been
introduced by the commonwealth government to
develop a set of uniform access provisions, which take
effect on 1 May 2011.
In response to this national initiative the government
will introduce new requirements in the Building Act
1993 to provide for consistent decision making between
the commonwealth government’s Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 (cth) complaints system in a
Federal Court and building permit advice in the
Victorian building control system.
Work led by the commonwealth government has
harmonised the Discrimination Act 1992 (cth)
complaints system and the state and territory building
control schemes through the Building Code of
Australia. From 1 May 2011 improved accessibility
requirements in volume 1 of the National Construction
Code series will support the intent and objectives of the
Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (cth), providing
certainty for building developers and the community
that buildings built and upgraded according to building
regulations comply with the Disability Discrimination
Act 1992 (cth).
Volume 1 of the National Construction Code series will
provide for improved accessibility requirements to
apply where a building permit application is made for
building classes in volume 1 of National Construction
Code, except for parts of buildings or building classes
which are primarily for private residential use.
States and territories have been asked to consider
amending their building control schemes to give effect
to parts 1 to 4 of the premises standards, which outline
the administrative arrangements that are required to
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meet the intent and objectives of the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 (cth). These administrative
arrangements cannot be accommodated by the National
Construction Code series, which are the technical
requirements for buildings. Therefore, the bill will
amend the Building Act 1993 to enable the Building
Appeals Board to determine applications for
unjustifiable hardship consistently with the premises
standards.
In addition, amendments to the Building Regulations
2006 will provide for other concessions provided in the
premises standards, relating to lifts, toilets and access
ways.
The bill will provide for a discretionary exemption to
permit building work that does not comply with the
provisions of the access code for buildings in the
premises standards, as incorporated into volume 1 of
the National Construction Code series. It will be
necessary for a person to apply to the Building Appeals
Board for a determination, on the grounds of
unjustifiable hardship, to carry out building work that is
not in accordance with the provisions of the access code
for buildings, as incorporated into volume 1 of the
National Construction Code series.
The bill will enable the Building Appeals Board to
make a determination of unjustifiable hardship. To
ensure consistency the amendment will ensure that the
Building Appeals Board will take into account the
matters provided in section 4.1 of the premises
standards by incorporating similar provisions in the
Building Act 1993.
Implementing the national premises standards
unjustifiable hardship exception and other concessions
in the Victorian building control scheme, will allow
building owners and developers to apply to the
Building Appeals Board to determine applications for
unjustifiable hardship consistent with the premises
standards and to be granted other concessions provided
in the premises standards; this will provide certainty to
all stakeholders who have an interest in the design and
construction and use of buildings of a public nature,
that building work will comply with the premises
standards and the Disability Discrimination Act 1992
(cth).
These amendments will commence on 1 May 2011 in
tandem with the improved accessibility requirements in
the National Construction Code series.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HOLDING
(Lyndhurst).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 24 February.
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BUSHFIRES ROYAL COMMISSION
IMPLEMENTATION MONITOR BILL 2011
Statement of compatibility
Mr RYAN (Minister for Bushfire Response) tabled
following statement in accordance with Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, I make this statement of
compatibility with respect to the Bushfires Royal
Commission Implementation Monitor Bill 2011.
In my opinion, the Bushfires Royal Commission
Implementation Monitor Bill 2011, as introduced to the
Legislative Assembly, is compatible with the human rights
protected by the act. I base my opinion on the reasons
outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
Human rights issues
1.

Human rights protected by the act that are relevant to
the bill

Privacy
Section 13(a) of the act protects a person’s right not to have
his or her privacy, family, home or correspondence interfered
with in a manner that is unlawful or arbitrary.
This right may be engaged by clauses 16, 17 and 18 of the
bill. These clauses provide that the implementation monitor
may require agencies to provide any information that he or
she considers necessary to perform his or her functions, and
that secrecy or confidentiality obligations imposed by other
laws do not apply to the disclosure of information to the
implementation monitor. The implementation monitor is also
given a power of entry and inspection in relation to agencies
responsible for implementing recommendations of the
bushfires royal commission. Clause 18 further allows the
implementation monitor to publish any information that has
come to his or her knowledge in the course of performing
functions under this or another act, if the information is
relevant to the report and its inclusion is in the public interest.
This may include confidential information.
I note that most information disclosed to the implementation
monitor under these clauses will not be of a private nature.
Further, the power of entry and inspection relates to
workplaces, and the occupants of those workplaces would
have a limited expectation of privacy.
However, to the limited extent that these provisions may
interfere with personal privacy, that interference will be
neither unlawful nor arbitrary. The powers are clearly defined
in the bill, and are necessary to enable the implementation
monitor to effectively perform his or her functions. I therefore
consider that these provisions do not limit the right to privacy
in section 13 of the act.
Fair hearing
Section 24(1) of the act provides that both a person charged
with a criminal offence or a party to a civil proceeding have
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the right to a fair hearing. This right is likely to include a right
to access to the courts.
Clause 21 of the bill engages the right of access to the courts
by ensuring that parliamentary privilege attaches to the
publication of the reports of the implementation monitor. The
effect is that the publication of those reports cannot be the
basis of a civil or criminal claim. However, the right of access
to the courts is not absolute. To the extent that access to the
courts is affected by this provision, I consider that the
limitation on access is reasonable and necessary, as it enables
the implementation monitor to provide the legislature and
community with a frank assessment of the government’s
performance in implementing recommendations and without
unnecessary delay (when the Parliament is in recess).
Therefore, I do not consider that clause 21 imposes a limit on
the right to a fair hearing.
2.

Consideration of reasonable limitations — section 7(2)

Right to take part in public life
The right to take part in public life in section 18 of the act,
includes a right to be elected at state elections, and to have
access, on general terms of equality, to the Victorian public
service and public office. Clause 9(d) of the bill engages these
rights by providing that the implementation monitor ceases to
hold office if he or she nominates for election to Parliament in
Victoria or elsewhere in Australia. This is the same rule as
that which applies to other independent officers in Victoria,
including the Ombudsman, the chairperson of the Essential
Services Commission, and the privacy commissioner.
I consider that any limit imposed on the rights in section 18 of
the act by clause 9(d) is demonstrably justifiable according to
the criteria set out in section 7(2). Although the right to take
part in public life is highly important, and fundamental to our
democratic system of government, the right is not absolute,
and it may be subject to reasonable limitations such as these.
In this case, the purpose of the limitation is to strengthen the
independence of the implementation monitor, and to ensure
that his or her actions and decisions are not guided by
political expediency. The people of Victoria must be able to
trust the implementation monitor to provide genuinely
independent oversight of the implementation of the bushfires
royal commission’s recommendations without being subject
to actual or perceived political bias.
I further note that clause 9 does not prohibit a person who
holds the office of implementation monitor from nominating
for election. Rather, the provision simply provides that a
person cannot both hold that position and nominate for
election concurrently. This is the least restrictive means
available to ensure the implementation monitor remains
independent of the political process. I therefore consider that
any limitation imposed by clause 9(d) on the right to take part
in public life is demonstrably justifiable in a free and
democratic society.
Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the act, because, to
the extent that some provisions may limit human rights, those
limitations are reasonable and demonstrably justified in a free
and democratic society.
The Hon. Peter Ryan, MLA
Minister for Bushfire Response
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Second reading
Mr RYAN (Minister for Bushfire Response) — I
move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

Recommendation 66 in the final report of the 2009
Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission was that the
‘State appoint an independent monitor or the Victorian
Auditor-General to assess progress with implementing
the commission’s recommendations and report to the
Parliament and the people of Victoria by 31 July 2012.’
The commissioners were quite explicit about their
rationale for this recommendation. They said:
Now that the work of the commission has ended, there is no
state-sponsored process for reviewing implementation of the
recommendations adopted. There is therefore a risk that the
impetus to implement the recommendations made in this final
report will not be as sharp. This risk is highlighted by
government responses to the implementation of some
recommendations from previous reports. For example,
inquiries into bushfires in Victoria in recent years made
recommendations that recognised the significance of
prescribed burning in managing bushfire risk and reducing
the risk to life and properties. Progressive recommendations
have, however, had limited success in achieving suitable
prescribed burning outcomes for Victoria. The commission
considers that a process is needed whereby the government
and community have access to transparent, independently
verified information on the response to the commission’s
recommendations. Further, a process of review is required to
maintain focus and ultimately inform the continuing cycle of
policy development.
The state should nominate an independent monitor or the
Victorian Auditor-General to provide the people of Victoria a
report on the implementation of the commission’s
recommendations. The report should detail progress towards
implementing each of the recommendations in this final
report and those in the interim reports.

This bill is designed to achieve that objective. It
establishes the appointment, functions and reporting
obligations of the Bushfires Royal Commission
Implementation Monitor in statute. These arrangements
can be contrasted with those put in place by the former
government under which the implementation monitor
was established as an administrative office under the
Public Administration Act 2004 and employed under a
contract with the Premier.

arrangements will ensure the transparency and
independence of assessment the commissioners
envisaged and the people of this state deserve.
The bill also requires the minister to prepare and table
in both houses of Parliament an implementation plan
specifying the actions the government has taken, is
taking and will take in response to the royal
commission’s final report and those recommendations
from its interim reports that have not been fully
implemented.
The monitor’s primary function will be to monitor,
review and report on the progress of departments and
agencies in carrying out the implementation actions in
the implementation plan. The bill requires the monitor
to assess the progress and effectiveness in carrying out
those actions together with their efficacy. It also directs
the monitor to pay specific attention to the efforts to
improve the interaction of state agencies and municipal
councils in improving the planning and preparation for
bushfires.
The monitor will be required to table his or her final
report in both houses of Parliament by 31 July 2012 —
that is, by the second anniversary of the tabling of the
royal commission’s final report — as the
commissioners recommended. In addition, the bill
requires the monitor to table a progress report by 31
July this year. This interim reporting requirement is
aimed at keeping both the Parliament and community
informed of progress and maintaining momentum in
departments and agencies with the implementation
program.
Importantly, given the protection of life lies at the core
of the commission’s recommendations and the
government’s implementation activities, the bill
requires the monitor to alert the relevant agency heads
at the earliest reasonable opportunity to any concerns
the monitor has and advise on any remedies the monitor
considers will overcome such concerns.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HOLDING
(Lyndhurst).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 24 February.

To ensure the monitoring and reporting is done on a
genuinely independent basis, the monitor will be
appointed by the Governor-in-Council and required to
report directly to Parliament. The bill further buttresses
the monitor’s independence by making clear that the
monitor is not subject to the direction and control of the
minister and can only be removed from office on the
resolution of both houses of Parliament. These
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SHOP TRADING REFORM AMENDMENT
(EASTER SUNDAY) BILL 2011
Statement of compatibility
Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation, Services and
Small Business) tabled following statement in
accordance with Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities Act 2006:
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It might be said that by removing the restrictions on particular
shops so as to allow them to engage in retail trade on Easter
Sunday, some shop employees may be expected to work,
interfering with their right to religious observance of Easter
Sunday. The practice of observing the Christian holiday on
Easter Sunday may also be said to be more broadly
marginalised by the growth of secular society and its
engagement in retail trade and consumption on a traditional
day of religious worship.
2.

Consideration of reasonable limitations — section 7(2)

In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities, I make this statement of compatibility
with respect to the Shop Trading Reform Amendment (Easter
Sunday) Bill 2011.

To the extent that the bill results in a limitation of the right to
freedom of religion, I consider that the limitation is
reasonable, in accordance with section 7(2) of the Charter. I
provide the following reasons for this view.

In my opinion, the Shop Trading Reform Amendment (Easter
Sunday) Bill 2011, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly,
is compatible with the human rights protected by the charter. I
base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.

(a) the nature of the right being limited

Overview of bill
The Shop Trading Reform Amendment (Easter Sunday) Bill
2011 amends the Shop Trading Reform Act 1996 (the act) to
remove retail trading restrictions that prevent particular types
of retail shops from opening on Easter Sunday in Victoria.
Section 5 of the act currently provides that all shops, except
exempt shops, must be closed during ordinary shop closing
times. Exempt shops include certain prescribed types of
shops, as well as shops with not more than 20 employees, and
shops with not more than 100 employees, in the week prior to
Easter Sunday.
Ordinary shop closing times, as defined under section 3 of the
act, includes all times on Good Friday, Easter Sunday and
Christmas Day. Ordinary shop closing times also includes the
hours between 12.01 a.m. and 1.00 p.m. on ANZAC Day.
The shop trading restrictions will be removed by amending
the definition of ‘ordinary shop closing times’ so as to omit
reference to Easter Sunday.
Section 5A, which provides for special exemptions from the
prohibition on Easter Sunday trading, will also be repealed.
Guidelines formerly issued under section 5A will become
redundant as a result of the repeal of that section.
The amendments mean that all shops in Victoria will be free
to open on and from Easter Sunday from 24 April 2011.
Human rights issues
1.

Human rights protected by the charter that are
relevant to the bill

The bill may be said to engage section 14 of the charter which
provides for freedom of thought, conscience, religion and
belief.
Section 14 provides that everyone has the right to freedom of
religion, including the freedom to have or adopt a religion or
belief of that person’s choice. Section 14 also provides that a
person must not be coerced or restrained in a way that limits
her or his freedom to have or adopt a religion in worship,
observance, practice or teaching.

The right to freedom of religion protects the right to hold
certain religious beliefs and to demonstrate those beliefs
through acts such as worship and observance of religious
holidays. Easter Sunday is a religious holiday for observers of
the Christian faith.
(b) the importance of the purpose of the limitation
The Shop Trading Reform Amendment (Easter Sunday) Bill
2011 (the bill) amends the Shop Trading Reform Act 1996
(the act) to remove retail trading restrictions on Easter Sunday
and to remove the requirement for special exemptions from
Easter Sunday trading in Victoria.
The purpose of this bill is to improve the clarity and
consistency of Easter Sunday trading laws, so that businesses
will be able to decide for themselves when they want their
shops to be open.
(c) the nature and extent of the limitation
The extent to which the provisions of this bill limit any
charter rights is minor. By removing the restrictions on shop
trading on Easter Sunday, the provisions of the bill do not
restrain persons from having or adopting religious beliefs, nor
do they prevent religious practice, worship or observance of
holidays.
Easter Sunday is not a legislated public holiday. Employees
can choose to take leave on Easter Sunday, or to celebrate the
holiday as they choose. The bill does not limit employers’
obligations, under the Equal Opportunity Act 2010, to make
reasonable allowance for employees’ religious beliefs,
including in relation to requests for leave to enable employees
to observe their religious holidays.
The trading restrictions currently apply solely to shops with
more than 20 employees, or more than 100 employees across
the state, in the week prior to Easter Sunday. Businesses
below this size, such as a milk bar, for example, remain free
to trade on Easter Sunday. It should also be noted that there
are a wide range of existing exemptions provided under the
act for larger chain hardware stores and plant nurseries, for
example, allowing them to trade on Easter Sunday regardless
of their employee size.
By removing any restrictions that formerly applied to shops,
the bill provides greater clarity and certainty for businesses,
their employees and the broader community.
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(d) the relationship between the limitation and its purpose
The relationship between the limitation and its purpose is
rational and proportionate. Some businesses may prefer not to
open on Easter Sunday and they remain free to make their
own decision about whether to open or not. Similarly, some
employees may prefer not to work on Easter Sunday and they
remain free to make their own choices about their leave
arrangements.
(e) any less restrictive means reasonably available to
achieve its purpose
There are no less restrictive means reasonably available to
achieve the purpose of the limitation. The bill can only reduce
the inconsistent treatment of small and large retail businesses
by removing the current restrictions. The fact that businesses
may be legally authorised to engage in retail trade on Easter
Sunday does not necessarily mean that they are required to do
so.
Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the charter because,
although it might be said to limit the freedom of religion, the
limitations are reasonable under section 7(2) of the charter.
The Hon. Louise Asher, MP
Minister for Innovation, Services and Small Business

Second reading
Ms ASHER (Minister for Innovation, Services and
Small Business) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

The purpose of this bill is to amend the Shop Trading
Reform Act 1996 so as to remove restrictions that
prohibit some shops from trading on Easter Sunday.
Specifically, this bill will remove the restriction that
requires shops with more than 20 employees or retail
businesses with more than 100 employees across the
state to close on Easter Sunday. It will also remove a
requirement for special exemptions to be sought if
municipalities wish to trade on Easter Sunday.
This Easter Sunday trading ban was imposed by the
former government in 2003. It was an implementation
of the ALP’s 2002 election commitment as part of its
industrial relations policy. Its implementation has been
riddled with anomalies. Prior to the introduction of the
ban, any retail business, regardless of employee
numbers, was able to trade on Easter Sunday.
The Easter Sunday trading ban for the retail sector
covers a day involving very significant levels of
tourism activity. As a consequence, it is estimated that
businesses in Melbourne and regional Victoria lose
millions of dollars in revenue on Easter Sunday every
year.
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This bill rectifies the situation and ensures that any
retail business that wishes to trade on Easter Sunday
will be legally able to do so. The business itself will
make that choice, not the government.
This bill is about the freedom of the business to decide
whether to trade and the freedom of choice of
consumers to decide whether to shop or not.
Most importantly, the bill provides greater clarity and
certainty for businesses, their employees and the
broader community.
The Victorian business community was not treated
consistently by the former government.
Previously, Easter Sunday trading restrictions meant
that some businesses in Victoria, but not others, were
required to close before midnight on Saturday and
remain closed through Easter Sunday.
This brought about a situation whereby a business with
fewer than 20 employees, such as a milk bar, could
trade on Easter Sunday, while a larger business such as
a department store had to close.
As well as such inconsistencies, implementation of the
Easter Sunday trading restrictions became complex,
unwieldy and confusing. For example, following the
2003 ban, the former government went on to provide a
range of exemptions for larger chain hardware stores
and plant nurseries, allowing them to trade on Easter
Sunday regardless of their employee numbers.
The 2003 restrictions became especially disruptive in
regional Victoria. A number of special exemptions
from Easter Sunday closing were granted by the former
government for different geographical areas of the state,
creating an environment that became extremely
confusing for the community.
These special exemptions meant that all shops in one
municipality, or part of it, could open on Easter Sunday
but not in other municipalities. For example, all shops
could open in Bendigo, but not in Ballarat or Geelong.
Easter Sunday, particularly in regional Victoria, is a
peak tourist time generating tens of millions of dollars
in revenue. All retail businesses throughout all of
Victoria will now be able to take advantage of the high
tourist numbers that stimulate valuable sales and other
opportunities.
This is critical because it comes at a time when Victoria
is striving to become an international destination of
choice for tourists. A dynamic and flexible trading
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environment that is responsive to customer demand is
central to this goal.
Consumers as well as business will benefit directly
from the removal of the Easter Sunday shop trading ban
because they will have the opportunity to shop at the
times most suitable to them, rather than when the
government allows.
Specifically, the Shop Trading Reform Amendment
(Easter Sunday) Bill 2011 amends the Shop Trading
Reform Act 1996 (the act) to remove shop trading
restrictions that currently apply to Easter Sunday in
Victoria.
Section 5 of the act currently provides that all shops,
except exempt shops, must be closed during ordinary
shop closing times. Exempt shops include certain
prescribed types of shops, shops with not more than
20 employees and shops with not more than
100 employees in the week prior to Easter Sunday.
The current trading restrictions will be removed by
amending the definition of ordinary shop closing times
so as to remove any reference to Easter Sunday.
Ordinary shop closing times will now be defined under
Section 3 of the act, as all times on Good Friday,
Christmas Day, and between the hours of 12.01 a.m.
and 1.00 p.m. on Anzac Day.
Section 5A of the act, which provides for special
exemptions on Easter Sunday, will no longer be
required and will also be repealed. Guidelines formerly
issued under section 5A will become redundant as a
result of the repeal of that section.
These amendments are intended to take effect before
this coming Easter Sunday, 24 April 2011.
In conclusion, this bill reaffirms the government’s
commitment to the rights of Victorians to make their
own choices and also reaffirms the government’s desire
to ensure Victoria is a tourist destination that meets
international expectations.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HOLDING
(Lyndhurst).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 24 February.
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SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Statement of compatibility
Mr DELAHUNTY (Minister for Veterans’ Affairs)
tabled following statement in accordance with
Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act
2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities, I make this statement of compatibility
with respect to the Shrine of Remembrance Amendment Bill
2011.
In my opinion, the Shrine of Remembrance Amendment Bill
2011, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly is compatible
with the human rights protected by the charter. I base my
opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The bill clarifies the Shrine of Remembrance’s core role as a
memorial and specifies that the shrine trustees are responsible
for the stewardship of the facility, the preservation of the
shrine as a site of cultural significance, ceremonial activities
and public programs to inform and educate the community
about the service and sacrifice of Victorians and Australians
in war, conflict, peacekeeping and peacemaking.
The breadth and depth of the skills of shrine trustees will be
enhanced through increasing the number of trustees and the
range of skill categories from which trustees can be drawn,
while maintaining representation from the Melbourne City
Council (MCC), the Returned and Services League (RSL)
and the Legacy Club of Melbourne Inc. (Legacy).
The relationship between the MCC and the shrine will be
updated to reflect the current operating environment. The
scope of agreements for the provision of services by the MCC
to the shrine will be specified.
The application of divisions 2 and 3 of part 5 of the Public
Administration Act 2004 to the Shrine of Remembrance will
be specified and will be applied from 1 July 2011.
The trustees will be enabled to enter into arrangements with
the relevant gas distribution network (rather than specifically
with GASCOR, the redundant entity which is currently
specified) to supply gas free to the Shrine of Remembrance
for the operation of the Eternal Flame.
Human rights issues
Clause 5 of the bill limits the right to take part in public life as
only certain classes of persons are eligible to become trustees.
Clause 5(2) provides that the minister can only appoint to the
trust a person who has experience and skills in, and
knowledge of, one or more of 11 specified fields.
1.

Human rights protected by the charter that are
relevant to the bill

Section 18: taking part in public life
Section 18 of the charter states that every person in Victoria
has the right, and is to have the opportunity, without
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discrimination, to participate in the conduct of public affairs,
directly or through freely chosen representatives.
2.

Consideration of reasonable limitations — section 7(2)

Section 7(2) of the charter permits rights to be subject to
‘such reasonable limits as can be demonstrably justified in a
free and democratic society’. The limits to section 18 of the
charter by virtue of section 5 of the bill are considered
reasonable and justifiable in a free and democratic society for
the purposes of section 7(2) of the charter having regard to the
following factors:
(a) the nature of the right being limited
The right to have the opportunity to participate in the conduct
of public affairs and to have access to public office without
discrimination is fundamental to a free and democratic
society. However, the right is not considered absolute at
international law and can be subject to reasonable limitations
under section 7(2) of the charter.
(b) the importance of the purpose of the limitation
The purpose of the limitation is to ensure that Shrine of
Remembrance Trust draws as widely as is possible from
community members with the appropriate skills to assist the
trustees to strengthen their stewardship of the Shrine of
Remembrance, a place of state and national cultural
significance in the community. The restriction addresses the
need recognised by the State Services Authority for the trust
to be able to draw on a broader and deeper skills base.
(c) the nature and extent of the limitation
While the limitation narrows the appointment of trustees from
an unlimited pool of adult citizens, it extends the range of
skills sought for trust members set out in the current act and
expands the number of appointed trustees from eight to ten.
Further, individuals who do not have the defined requisite
skills can engage with the trust and participate in its
management through other avenues such as becoming a
member of the Returned and Services League and Legacy
Club of Melbourne.
(d) the relationship between the limitation and its purpose
There is a direct relationship between the limitation and its
purpose because the limitation will enable the trust to extend
the range of skills and experience available to it to provide
strengthened stewardship of the Shrine of Remembrance.
(e) any less restrictive means reasonably available to
achieve its purpose
There are no less restrictive means to achieve this purpose
because to provide for the best possible stewardship of the
Shrine by the trustees, a defined range of trustees’ skills and
experience needs to be specified.
(f)

any other relevant factors

Clause 5(2) of the bill extends the skill categories from which
trustees may be drawn from the existing five specified in
section 3(1)(e) of the principal act to eleven.
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Conclusion
I consider that the Shrine of Remembrance Amendment Bill
2011 is compatible with the Charter of Human Rights and
Responsibilities because the limits placed upon the right to
take part in public life are reasonable and proportionate.
Hugh Delahunty, MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs

Second reading
Mr DELAHUNTY (Minister for Veterans’
Affairs) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

In 2009 the Shrine of Remembrance, Victoria’s largest
war memorial, celebrated its 75th anniversary.
Originally built as a memorial to commemorate the
service of men and women who served in the Great
War of 1914–1918, the shrine is Victoria’s main focus
of commemoration.
At the time, Victorians felt a debt to the volunteers who
had served during World War I. They felt that they
owed these volunteers a permanent monument of
remembrance. This was a time when the remains of
those who had died were not repatriated home, and the
shrine was a place for family members to grieve.
The shrine is seen by Victorian veterans and the
community as a monument built as a memorial to
honour the memory of all those who served, and a
lasting tribute to our World War I veterans.
Over time the shrine has evolved to reflect the changing
history and nature of Australia’s involvement in
conflict. Memorials now exist at the shrine to mark the
service of other conflicts such as World War II, Korea,
Malaya, Vietnam and various peacekeeping missions.
Today, the shrine commemorates service and sacrifice
associated with large scale multilateral wars, smaller
regional conflicts, civil unrest and other security threats.
The shrine has also expanded its mission to include
education as well as commemoration, and to ensure its
relevance for future generations. In the late 1990’s the
shrine trustees recognised that the veterans community
was diminishing in numbers and that many Victorians
had little knowledge of the events that had shaped the
history of the shrine or any other personal experience of
war.
As a result a major redevelopment occurred at the
shrine, firstly with the opening of the visitor centre in
2003, and later the education centre in 2005. The shrine
has become a place where members of the community,
particularly schoolchildren, can come to learn about,

CIVIL PROCEDURE AND LEGAL PROFESSION AMENDMENT BILL 2011
306

ASSEMBLY

Thursday, 10 February 2011

reflect and commemorate the service and sacrifice of
servicemen and women.

least one of the skill areas relevant to key functions of
the shrine.

These developments have been a resounding success.
In 2010, the number of visitors to the shrine was around
600 000, with over 40 000 schoolchildren participating
in education programs or tours. We have seen a
resurgence of public interest in the history and
underlying values of service and sacrifice, and the
shrine has responded well to the need for greater
community education.

The shrine would also be subject to divisions 2 and 3 of
part 5 of the Public Administration Act 2004, clarifying
trustees’ duties and the role for subcommittees, and
formalising current best practice governance
arrangements.

In 2009, the State Services Authority (SSA) conducted
a review of the Shrine of Remembrance to examine the
adequacy of existing governance and institutional
arrangements for the shrine. The SSA recommended a
number of changes to the existing legislation governing
the shrine.
After considerable consultation with the shrine trustees
and the veteran community, a decision has been taken
to amend the Shrine of Remembrance Act 1978, to
provide the shrine trustees with a more contemporary
and relevant legislative framework.
The SSA found that while the current act provided the
trustees with a range of powers and duties, it did not
clearly set out the shrine’s core value and functions, nor
did it recognise the shrine as a site of cultural
significance for the community.
The bill proposes that the primary role of the shrine
should be a memorial to honour the service and
sacrifice of Victorians and Australians in war, conflict,
peacekeeping and peacemaking.
In order to fulfil this core role, it is further proposed that
the shrine trustees be responsible for three key
functions: stewardship of the facility as a memorial and
site of state, national and cultural significance; delivery
of ceremonial and commemorative activities; and
delivery of public programs to inform, educate and
promote understanding about the history, experience
and service of Victorians and Australians in war,
conflict and peacekeeping.
The trustees would also be empowered to carry out
these functions in places in Victoria other than the
shrine or its reserved land, recognising the valuable
outreach role the shrine plays in delivering public
education programs and exhibitions across the state.
Given the expanded functions of the shrine it is
proposed to strengthen the capacity of the shrine
trustees by increasing the number of trustees from 8 to
10 and broadening their skill base. All trustees would
be required to have knowledge and experience in at

The bill also proposes to clarify the relationship
between the Shrine of Remembrance and the
Melbourne City Council. A number of provisions in the
shrine act regarding specific funding amounts and
processes are no longer relevant in today’s context. It is
proposed to repeal all outdated sections of both the
Shrine of Remembrance Act 1978 and the Melbourne
Market and Park Lands Act 1933, while maintaining
the council’s role in the maintenance of parks and
gardens and providing administrative support as
required.
These amendments have been developed following
extensive consultation with ex-service organisations.
An exposure draft of the bill was released for public
comment during October and November 2010 and
received 37 submissions on the proposed changes. In
particular, the bill is supported by the shrine trustees,
the RSL, Melbourne Legacy, the Victorian Veterans
Council and Melbourne City Council.
With the centenary of ANZAC fast approaching, there
will be increased expectations on the shrine to be a
place for the Victorian community to commemorate
and learn about the sacrifice and service of our
veterans.
The proposed bill will ensure that the shrine has
relevant and effective legislation oversight and clear
direction in relation to this role.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HOLDING
(Lyndhurst).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 24 February.

CIVIL PROCEDURE AND LEGAL
PROFESSION AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Statement of compatibility
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:

CIVIL PROCEDURE AND LEGAL PROFESSION AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Thursday, 10 February 2011

ASSEMBLY

In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, I make this statement of
compatibility with respect to the Civil Procedure and Legal
Profession Amendment Bill 2011.
In my opinion, the Civil Procedure and Legal Profession
Amendment Bill 2011, as introduced in the Legislative
Assembly, is compatible with the human rights protected by
the charter. I base my opinion on the reasons outlined in this
statement.
Overview of bill
The Civil Procedure and Legal Profession Amendment
Bill 2011 (‘the bill’) repeals chapter 3 of the Civil Procedure
Act 2010 (‘the act’) and makes other technical and
consequential amendments to remove prelitigation
requirements from the act. It also removes the need for
applications for the renewal of practising certificates under
the Legal Profession Act 2004 to be accompanied by a
statutory declaration.
Human rights issues
1.

Human rights protected by the charter that are
relevant to the bill

The bill does not limit any human rights protected by the
charter.
Right to a fair hearing
Section 24(1) of the charter provides that a party to a civil
proceeding has the right to have the proceeding decided by a
competent, independent and impartial court or tribunal after a
fair and public hearing. This right has been held to include an
implied right to access the courts (see Kay v.
Attorney-General no. 3726 of 2009, 19 May 2009, VSCA at
[11]).
The introduction of prelitigation requirements under the act
limited this implied right to access the courts due to the
imposition of preconditions on the commencement of civil
proceedings. This limit was found to be a reasonable
limitation under section 7(2) of the charter.
By removing the prelitigation requirements from the act, the
bill will remove any impediment imposed by the prelitigation
requirements in accessing the courts and therefore the right is
no longer limited.
2.

Consideration of reasonable limitations — section 7(2)

As the bill does not limit any of the human rights protected by
the charter, it is not necessary to consider section 7(2).
Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the charter because
it does not limit any of the human rights in the charter.
Robert Clark, MP
Attorney-General

Second reading
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.
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The Civil Procedure Act 2010 commenced on
1 January 2011. The act applies to civil proceedings in
the Supreme, County and Magistrates courts but not
VCAT. Amongst other things, it proposes to introduce
prelitigation requirements (PLRs) intended to
encourage resolution of disputes without the
commencement of proceedings. Under the act as it
stands, the prelitigation requirements are to apply to
cases in the Victorian courts that commence on and
after 1 July 2011.
The PLRs require parties to a dispute, save in the case
of specified and limited exceptions, to take what the act
describes as ‘reasonable steps’ to resolve their dispute
without resorting to litigation. The act is open-ended
and unclear as to what parties are required to do to fulfil
this requirement. The act simply provides that
‘reasonable steps’ include exchanging prelitigation
correspondence, information and documents crucial to
the dispute, and considering whether the dispute can be
resolved through negotiation or appropriate dispute
resolution (ADR). If parties fail to comply with the
PLRs, they are liable to be subject to costs penalties.
It is common sense and good practice for parties to
attempt to resolve their dispute without resorting to
litigation if there is a reasonable prospect of success in
such an attempt.
However, the government’s view, and the view of
many practitioners, is that to seek to compel parties to
do so through these heavy-handed provisions will
simply add to the complexity, expense and delay of
bringing legal proceedings, because of the need to
comply with these mandatory requirements, whether or
not they are likely to be useful in any particular case. In
many instances, the PLRs will allow dishonest parties
to postpone and frustrate proceedings.
These problems arise because the PLRs apply to all
proceedings unless a specified exception is applicable,
whereas in practice the extent, if any, to which it makes
sense for prelitigation processes to be undertaken will
depend on the facts of the particular case.
Of particular concern is the potential for the bill to
create unreasonable and costly barriers to recovering
debts through the courts, especially for small to
medium-sized businesses. Where a debtor simply will
not pay up or even reply to repeated requests for
payment, creditors should be entitled to go to court to
recover debts without the need for compliance with
prelitigation requirements that will almost certainly be
fruitless.
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During debate on the legislation last year, the coalition
proposed amendments to exempt a range of additional
categories of litigation from the PLRs, and to make
clear that in remaining cases there may be some cases
in which it was not reasonable to undertake any
prelitigation steps.
Since the election, most parties with whom the
government has consulted are of the view that, rather
than adding to the complexity of the prelitigation
requirements by including yet more exceptions, it is
better to remove the mandatory prelitigation
requirements altogether.
Section 9(2) of the act will still enable the court, in
making orders and giving directions under the act, to
have regard to the extent to which the parties have used
reasonable endeavours to resolve the dispute by
agreement or to limit the issues in dispute. This
provision will give the court discretionary power to take
action against parties who act unreasonably in not
seeking to resolve their dispute, without burdening all
parties with unnecessary procedural requirements.
The bill also makes a minor amendment to the Legal
Profession Act 2004 to facilitate the full benefit of the
Legal Services Board’s move to an online system of
grant and renewal of practising certificates for legal
practitioners in Victoria. Victoria is the second
jurisdiction in Australia to move from a paper-based
system of issuing practising certificates to an online
system. This change will reduce the regulatory burden
on legal practitioners and the Legal Services Board by
allowing for a more efficient and effective licensing
process.
In order to make possible this move to online grant and
renewal of practising certificates, the bill removes the
requirement that an application must be accompanied
by a statutory declaration, which is a requirement that is
unique to Victoria.
Instead, practitioners will be required to complete a
simple declaration in a form approved by the Legal
Services Board, which would allow the declaration to
be completed online. Without this amendment,
practitioners would need to scan and electronically
attach their executed statutory declaration or post the
completed declaration to the Legal Services Board,
which would undermine the efficiency sought to be
achieved through the move to an online service.
The removal of the requirement for an application of
grant or renewal of a practising certificate to be
accompanied by a statutory declaration will not
increase any regulatory risks as there are significant
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disciplinary consequences that flow from the provision
of inaccurate or misleading information or through any
breach of the Legal Profession Act 2004.
I congratulate the board on its initiative to streamline
and modernise the processes for granting and renewing
practising certificates. The government is pleased to
support and facilitate this reform through this
amendment to the act.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HOLDING
(Lyndhurst).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 24 February.

VICTORIA LAW FOUNDATION
AMENDMENT BILL 2011
Statement of compatibility
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) tabled following
statement in accordance with Charter of Human
Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006:
In accordance with section 28 of the Charter of Human Rights
and Responsibilities Act 2006, I make this statement of
compatibility with respect to the Victoria Law Foundation
Amendment Bill 2011.
In my opinion, the Victoria Law Foundation Amendment Bill
2011, as introduced to the Legislative Assembly, is
compatible with the human rights protected by the act. I base
my opinion on the reasons outlined in this statement.
Overview of bill
The Victoria Law Foundation (‘the foundation’) is an
organisation that provides community education, prepares
resources and publications and issues grants that encourage
access to justice and greater knowledge and understanding of
the law.
The Victoria Law Foundation Amendment Bill 2011 (‘the
bill’) seeks to strengthen and enhance the independence of the
foundation. The bill achieves this by reducing the number of
ministerial nominees to the foundation from a maximum of
four, to two. It also provides that the chairperson of the
foundation is the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court (or
nominee) and provides that the chairperson is not subject to
ministerial appointment or removal.
To reflect the reduced number of foundation members, the
number of members required to form a quorum is reduced
from four to three.
In order to ensure the continued seamless operation of the
foundation, transitional provisions preserve the existing
governance arrangements and clarify that the terms of
appointment of existing foundation members continue
unaffected. Special transitional provisions apply to the current
chairperson and ministerial nominees preserving the existing
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size and quorum requirements of the foundation until expiry
of their terms, unless such a nominee resigns or is removed
before that time.
Human rights issues
The bill does not raise any human rights issues.
Conclusion
I consider that the bill is compatible with the Charter of
Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 because it does
not raise any human rights issues.
Robert Clark, MP
Attorney-General

Second reading
Mr CLARK (Attorney-General) — I move:
That this bill be now read a second time.

This bill is the first of a number of bills to be introduced
by the government to restore and enhance the
independence of public institutions in Victoria.
The Victoria Law Foundation (‘the foundation’) is a
statutory body established in 1967 to contribute to the
Victorian community and legal sector by improving
access to justice through the provision of information,
education and grants.
From the time of its establishment, the foundation
operated as an independent public institution, chaired
by the chief justice and with only a minority of
members appointed by government.
Former amendments to the governance arrangements of
the foundation by the previous government in the form
of the Victoria Law Foundation Act 2009, shifted the
foundation to an organisation with half of its members
consisting of government appointees, making it highly
vulnerable to the control of the government of the day.
This government is committed to restoring the
independence of the foundation so that it can continue
to deliver on its mission to increase the community’s
understanding of, and access to, the legal system
without the risk of being politically compromised.
The bill achieves this by reducing the number of
foundation members appointed by the
Attorney-General from a maximum of four, to two. The
bill also restores the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
(or nominee) as chairperson of the foundation.
Historically, the foundation was headed by the chief
justice, endowing the foundation with a high level of
independent oversight and leadership. It is appropriate
that the chief justice or a representative of the chief
justice continue to perform this role.
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From these key amendments, other minor amendments
flow. For example, the number of members required to
form a quorum is reduced from four to three, to reflect
the reduction in the total number of foundation
members.
In order to ensure the ongoing seamless operation of the
foundation, transitional provisions preserve the terms of
appointment of all existing foundation members.
It is imperative that the governance arrangements of the
foundation be structured in a way that ensures that it is
able to exercise its key functions robustly and
independently and guided only by the public interest in
the performance of its important and valuable work.
I commend the bill to the house.
Debate adjourned on motion of Mr HOLDING
(Lyndhurst).
Debate adjourned until Thursday, 24 February.
Remaining business postponed on motion of
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections).

ADJOURNMENT
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The question is:
That the house do now adjourn.

Country Fire Authority: Eltham station
Mr HERBERT (Eltham) — I raise an issue for the
attention of the Deputy Premier and Minister for Police
and Emergency Services. The action I seek is that the
Deputy Premier immediately act to relocate and rebuild
the Eltham fire station. This upgrade will provide our
dedicated volunteer firefighters with the resources they
require to protect local residents from the very real
danger of bushfires.
Members will be aware that towards the end of last year
the then Labor government committed $147 million for
the redevelopment of 250 existing Country Fire
Authority (CFA) stations and the construction of 2 new
stations. This was a massive rebuild and was in addition
to the $5 billion in funding that had been provided to
fire agencies and emergency services by the previous
government. As part of the previous Labor
government’s $147 million election commitment, the
Eltham fire station was to be relocated and rebuilt;
$9.6 million was allocated to provide a larger and more
suitable facility for our local firefighters and to allow
for the planned additional allocation of a much-needed
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additional heavy vehicle which simply cannot be
housed at the current central Eltham township site.
The current site for the Eltham CFA has proven to be
very restrictive for firefighting activities due to site
restrictions and its location in the middle of a busy
shopping centre in Main Road, Eltham. Importantly the
preferred location for the new fire station is the site of
the previous Eltham RSL, and I understand from many
discussions that negotiations to purchase this property
were well under way at the time of the 2010 Victorian
election. The preferred site is important because it is
perfectly located and is available now, and there should
not be any planning issues associated with the move —
important factors in any relocation.
I ask the Deputy Premier to confirm that the coalition
government intends to relocate and rebuild the Eltham
fire station. I ask that he fast-track the purchase of the
previous Eltham RSL site to allow for the construction
of facilities to accommodate the new vehicle expected
this year and for the Eltham community to feel safe.
The Eltham community is located in a very green and
heavily treed area and it is important that residents feel
safe in the knowledge that the new fire station will be
built quickly on the appropriate site of the Eltham RSL
to attend to the needs of future bushfire seasons.

Warragul: outdoor swimming pool
Mr BLACKWOOD (Narracan) — I wish to raise a
matter with the Minister for Sport and Recreation. The
action I seek is for the minister to visit my electorate of
Narracan as soon as possible to meet with the Baw Baw
shire and me to discuss options for the construction of a
new 50-metre pool in Warragul. The Warragul outdoor
pool was closed some years ago due to its declining
condition. The pool was first built in the 1950s, mainly
by volunteer labour and with in-kind equipment
provided by local contractors. Through the 1960s and
1970s it had good patronage and was home to a
successful and well-supported swimming club. The
swimming club hosted many interclub and regional title
meetings at the Warragul pool.
In the early 1990s the Baw Baw shire built a leisure
centre in a different location to the outdoor pool south
of the Warragul CBD. This complex has two basketball
stadiums, an indoor heated 25-metre pool and a
hydrotherapy pool. The benefits of locating all aquatic
activities and some indoor sports in one location at the
leisure centre was a strong factor in the council’s
decision based on the cost benefits that would evolve.
There was strong community concern at the council’s
decision to close the old outdoor pool and council has
been lobbied very heavily by the Save the Pool group.
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However, the council remains steadfast in its decision,
and the outdoor pool has now been filled in and the
buildings removed. I believe the council will return the
area to parkland as an extension to the very popular and
magnificent Civic Park.
At the moment the town of Warragul, with a population
of more than 14 000, has no outdoor pool. It has gone
from having an Olympic standard 50-metre outdoor
pool regularly used for competition and recreation to
having a heated 25-metre pool that is just not adequate
to cope with demand and is totally unsuitable for
competition. This issue was ignored by the previous
Labor government and, as with so many other failings
of the Brumby government, it has been left to the
Baillieu government to clean up the mess.
I ask the Minister for Sport and Recreation to come to
my electorate and meet with the Baw Baw shire to
discuss options for a new pool facility. Finally, while
the minister is in town I will arrange for him to meet
with the Save the Pool group, our local RSL and the
Warragul scout group.

Mount Dandenong Tourist Road–Montrose
Road–Swansea Road, Montrose: safety
Mr MERLINO (Monbulk) — My adjournment
matter is for the Minister for Roads, and the action I
seek is for the minister to reconsider the funding
allocated for the construction of a signalised
intersection to replace the Montrose roundabout. This is
a vital issue of safety and amenity for the residents of
Montrose. The interesting thing about this project is
that there is bipartisan agreement that something needs
to be done. The member for Kilsyth and I both
represent Montrose residents, and it is an issue we are
both well aware of. Last year the Montrose Township
Group circulated a survey regarding the problems at the
intersection, and the response to that survey was
overwhelming. It is absolutely clear that Montrose
residents are strongly in favour of replacing the
roundabout with traffic lights.
Montrose roundabout is seriously flawed. Firstly, there
are significant delays during peak hour; detector loops
were installed to try to alleviate congestion but it is fair
to say that they have not led to any significant
improvements. Secondly, every day there are very near
misses and instances of dangerous driving. To that end
both Labor and the coalition made commitments to
replace the roundabout with a fully signalised
intersection. This is where the similarities end.
The Liberal Party committed a paltry $800 000 for this
project. Apparently $800 000 will be sufficient to
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provide traffic lights at the Mount Dandenong Tourist
Road, Montrose Road and Swansea Road intersection.
On the other hand Labor committed what it would truly
cost to deliver this project — $3.5 million — which
involves traffic lights and pedestrian safety
improvements. VicRoads knows that $800 000 is not
enough. The Yarra Ranges council knows $800 000 is
not enough. Most importantly, the Montrose Township
Group and the community know $800 000 is not
enough.
The action I seek from the minister is that the
government provide the funding to deliver this project
in full. This is what it promised. To quote from the
coalition’s media release of 10 November 2010, it
committed to ‘build traffic lights’ not ‘contribute to
traffic lights’, and that is my request to the Minister for
Roads.

Floods: Mildura electorate
Mr CRISP (Mildura) — The matter I raise is for the
attention of the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, the Deputy Premier, and the action I seek is
for the minister to visit flood-ravaged Mildura,
particularly its surrounding rural areas, where extensive
inundation continues. The flood crisis is continuing in
and around Mildura. The rains of 4 and 5 February
have resulted in continuing rural inundation. Crops are
flooded, roads are closed and schools are closed. By
doing so, the Deputy Premier, as a member of the flood
task force, could gain a firsthand perspective of this
complex disaster.
The phases of most disasters unfold sequentially from
response to relief and recovery, and each stage has
distinct roles and issues. In the response stage it is a
combat exercise where the immediate problems are
dealt with. In this case it was flooding, and people were
evacuated and houses were sandbagged or lost. The
relief stage, during which people are moved to safe
places, is temporary. Then, over time, the disaster
moves on to recovery, which is a much longer process.
In Mildura it has been very blurred, because it is all
happening at once. Because Mildura is in a series of
large basins there may be flooding in one place, and
when it passes on from that place flooding occurs
elsewhere. It cannot get out of those basins without
extensive pumping. The response from the Country
Fire Authority, the State Emergency Service, the
Department of Health, Mildura Rural City Council,
Lower Murray Water and others has continued. With
the continuing flooding there are also rising health
issues.
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During the relief stage a number of people have been
moved to temporary accommodation, and as the
military completes its rapid assessment of dwellings we
are hoping that some people will be able to move home
again. Once they move home the recovery phase
begins, which means getting those homes repaired and
people’s lives back together.
If the Deputy Premier visited Mildura, he could look at
all these phases of the disaster, because they are
occurring simultaneously there. It is a remarkable
management achievement for all those coordinating the
emergency services. It is a unique opportunity for the
Deputy Premier to look at all three phases occurring at
the same time. There are considerable challenges that
emerge when managing all three phases
simultaneously.
The inundation will go on for several more weeks, if
not months. In places the volume of water is massive,
and if it has to be pumped out, which it probably will, it
will take a very long time. It is an opportunity for the
Deputy Premier to have a firsthand view of the disaster,
and as with so many disasters an eyeful is so much
better than an earful — an earful is something I have
been giving him all week! A visit as soon as possible
would assist Mildura in its response and its recovery.

Bellarine electorate: sport and recreation
facilities
Ms NEVILLE (Bellarine) — The matter I raise is
for the attention of the Minister for Sport and
Recreation, and it is good to see that the minister is in
the chamber this evening. The action I seek from the
minister is to support funding for the Shell Road
sporting precinct in Ocean Grove. Ocean Grove is one
of the fastest growing communities in Bellarine and the
Geelong region. It comprises large numbers of families
and young people. This growth is putting pressure on
the sporting infrastructure in the town, and the current
football and netball facilities are especially inadequate,
in terms of both the quality and the quantity of ovals
and netball courts available to support this growing
community.
As a result, the Bracks and then the Brumby
government funded a master plan for the Shell Road
Reserve to expand and improve the sporting and
recreational infrastructure. This resulted in the funding
and building of the Bellarine aquatics centre. The centre
is a fantastic facility in the local community and
continues to grow in popularity. It also resulted in the
building of the soccer fields on the Shell Road Reserve
precinct.
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The next stage of the master plan was to build and
provide a new home for the netball, football, cricket
and soccer clubs. It was to include new ovals, pitches,
clubrooms and netball courts for the local community.
As a result it is a priority for council, which has made a
$2 million commitment along with the federal
government’s pledge of $2 million, and that is why in
the lead-up to the last state election the Brumby
government committed $5 million if it was elected.
This would have ensured that new ovals and clubrooms
were fully funded and also allowed for improvements
to the Collendina and Memorial reserves to be made,
thus ensuring that appropriate junior facilities would be
available for the growing community.
The majority of the electorate of Bellarine voted Labor
in the last election, and in doing so they voted in
support of the commitment we made. Unfortunately the
current government does not take the needs of the
Bellarine electorate seriously and has not committed
funding for this project, and that is why we want to
build on and continue our commitment to this reserve.
Unfortunately since the election the sports minister has
also dismissed the wishes of Bellarine residents and all
but ruled out the funding. In fact, in the Echo of
13 January he was quoted as saying, ‘I’m 99.9 per cent
sure it won’t get up’. I urge the minister tonight to focus
on the 0.1 per cent chance and make this project a
reality. It is well researched, supported and needed. It
has been a priority for the clubs and the community. I
ask the minister to come to the party, build on our pool,
soccer fields and master plan, support this local
community and provide funding for Shell Road
Reserve.

Metropolitan Traffic Education Centre: driver
training
Mr HODGETT (Kilsyth) — I wish to raise a matter
of importance with the Minister for Roads. I ask that
the minister visit the Metropolitan Traffic Education
Centre in Bayswater North and discuss some of the
educational and safety initiatives that facility is working
on to help young drivers. Metec is a not-for-profit
organisation which operates out of my electorate of
Kilsyth and works closely with VicRoads, the
community road safety councils, Victoria Police and
other government departments.
It was founded in 1971 and aims to provide training and
educational programs designed to improve the road
user skills and behaviour of those who participate.
Metec focuses particularly on young drivers and does
this through on and off-road training and education.
The centre in Bayswater North sits on 10 hectares of
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land, including 4 kilometres of private roads. This is
complete with intersections, traffic lights, roundabouts
and other traffic obstacles, providing an ideal facility
for educating young drivers.
I have had extensive interaction with Metec over the
last four years and have been delighted by the
enthusiasm and professionalism with which the facility
is run. Metec runs excellent courses which cater for all
ages and levels of driver experience. These include
pre-learner driving courses, three levels of defensive
driving courses, a caravan and trailer towing program, a
four-wheel-drive course and a seniors driving course.
These programs have been hugely successful and
popular in my electorate and the surrounding areas, and
the quality of education that Metec provides to local
road users is quite exceptional.
The road toll in Victoria is a big area of concern. The
minister is actively interested in this area, and it is
constantly debated in this house and around the state.
Measures certainly need to be taken to best ensure the
safety of road users of all ages and experience. Giving
road users an education based on real experience is an
excellent tool in making them safer and more
responsible drivers.
Metec has accumulated over 30 years experience in
educating road users, and in this time has developed an
effective and popular program which caters for all
motorists. I call on the Minister for Roads to visit this
facility and see firsthand an industry leader in the types
of programs which help make our roads safer for all.

Bendigo hospital: construction
Ms ALLAN (Bendigo East) — The matter I raise
this evening in the adjournment debate is for the
Minister for Health and is in regard to Bendigo’s new
hospital. I request that the minister, as a matter of great
urgency, detail to the people of Bendigo and central and
northern Victoria — because the Bendigo hospital
services a great number of people, going up to places
like Swan Hill, Echuca and beyond — the date when
construction will commence.
The reason I raise this as a matter of urgency for the
Minister for Health is that there is grave concern around
Bendigo that the government is walking away from
delivering on Bendigo’s new hospital. Those with
memories will recall that it was the previous Labor
government that put Bendigo’s hospital on the agenda.
We committed to the vital planning funds in the 2006
state election — a proposal that was opposed by the
then Liberal-Nationals opposition.
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As a result of that planning work we funded the first
stage in the 2009 budget with $55 million, and then in
May 2010 we had that wonderful announcement of
funds from the government that in total makes the
Bendigo new hospital project a $528 million project.
This was repeatedly opposed by the Liberal-Nationals
opposition, and it was only at the last minute, at the
11th hour, on the eve of the state election, that the then
opposition finally came forward with a commitment to
build Bendigo’s new hospital. The government is going
to build it with a few tweaks, but in essence it is going
to build the hospital that Labor put on the agenda.
It is vital that these tweaks and changes proposed by the
government do not delay this vital project. The Minister
for Health has already committed to Labor’s deadline
for the completion of the hospital, which was 2016. I
am very pleased that the Minister for Health has
confirmed that the government will meet that deadline.
This will give the Bendigo community confidence that
its new hospital will be completed by that deadline and
put to rest concerns I have been hearing. In the past few
weeks many people have raised with me their concerns
that the hospital has been pushed off the agenda and
that there are going to be delays. I ask the government
to detail to the community the exact construction time
line so we can see work starting, earth being moved and
buildings being constructed and so we can meet that
2016 deadline. We need to get that construction time
line from the government.
I mention this because I have heard concerns that there
are simply not enough funds for this project. A recent
Herald Sun article outlined that there is $1 billion in the
health infrastructure fund and that Bendigo, Monash
and Box Hill hospitals are all competing for funds from
this very small pool of money. I want to make sure that
Bendigo does not get forgotten.

Torquay: secondary college
Mr KATOS (South Barwon) — The matter I raise
is for the Minister for Education. The action I seek is
for the minister to join me and meet with the Torquay
community to discuss the progress of the
implementation of our policy commitment to a
stand-alone secondary college for Torquay, which was
one of the major coalition election commitments made
in South Barwon. Torquay and Jan Juc have grown
enormously over the last eight years, and the coalition
has long supported a stand-alone secondary college for
Torquay.
The previous Labor government was resistant to having
full secondary education in Torquay. It was not until the
coalition announced in 2009 that if elected it would
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build a stand-alone secondary college that the previous
government was dragged kicking and screaming out of
its policy vacuum on this issue. Even then the previous
government’s proposal would have created a sardine tin
P–12 college at the current already congested site at
Grossmans Road.
The coalition’s commitment to full secondary education
in Torquay involved consultation with the community,
as demonstrated at a public meeting on 21 June last
year, which I attended along with the now Minister for
Education. Strong support for a stand-alone secondary
college was shown at this meeting. Under a coalition
government Torquay and Jan Juc residents will be
given the education support they deserve from
government. I welcome the minister’s response.

Schools: crossing supervisors
Mr BROOKS (Bundoora) — To start I would like
to congratulate the Deputy Speaker on her election. I
have not had the opportunity to do so.
I raise a matter for the Minister for Roads. The action I
seek is for him to confirm that he will provide an extra
$1.5 million in funding for the school crossing
supervisor scheme across Victoria. Members in this
chamber would be aware of the excellent work school
crossing supervisors do across Victoria. They are
affectionately known as lollipop people. They perform
a valuable role in protecting the safety of
schoolchildren. They also help to educate kids about
safely crossing the road and other traffic measures. It is
also important to understand that they provide a level of
passive security for kids walking to school. The
presence of supervisors encourages parents to let their
children walk to school when they otherwise might not.
That leads to health and social wellbeing improvements
for schoolchildren across the state. Traffic around local
schools will be reduced at peak times as more kids walk
to school and more parents are encouraged to let them
do so.
The school crossing supervisor scheme is run by local
councils across the state, and they have always received
a subsidy from the state government through VicRoads
to assist in the operation of those supervisors. Members
may be aware through the media that last year local
councils raised a concern about the level of the subsidy
that VicRoads and the state government were providing
to run this program. A number of Labor MPs, including
me, worked with the then Minister for Roads and Ports
to improve the subsidy that was paid to councils. I was
very pleased that in October last year the then Minister
for Roads and Ports announced a significant boost in
funding for the school crossing supervisor scheme. In
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fact the minister had committed an extra $1.5 million
on top of the existing funding, and that would
effectively mean that school crossing supervisors at
arterial VicRoads-controlled roads would have about
half of their costs met by the state government; also he
agreed that that amount would be pegged at the
consumer price index so that in real terms the erosion of
the subsidy would be eliminated in future years.
I can hardly think of a more important issue for
Victorian families than the safety of their kids getting to
school. In light of the statement on families the Premier
made today, there would be no better way for the
government to demonstrate that that statement was not
just hollow rhetoric than for the minister to come in
here and commit to matching Labor’s $1.5 million of
extra funding for these very important school-crossing
supervisors.

St Kilda Hebrew Congregation: ministerial
visit
Mr SOUTHWICK (Caulfield) — The matter I
wish to raise tonight is for the attention of the Minister
for Multicultural Affairs and Citizenship, whom I
recognise is in the house tonight. The action I seek is
for the minister to visit the St Kilda Hebrew
Congregation, to meet with the rabbis and the board to
talk about future opportunities surrounding the
synagogue and to meet with the Rabbinical Council of
Victoria to hear about some of its great community
initiatives. I ask the minister to visit both the
organisations because of the important link of
Rabbi Heilbrunn, to whom I will come shortly.
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I bring to the attention of the minister the fact that in
December 2010 Rabbi Heilbrunn was named the
inaugural patron of the Rabbinical Council of Victoria.
The rabbinical council is the pre-eminent religious
leadership body of Victoria’s Jewish community.
Rabbi Heilbrunn was awarded this honour for his
outstanding contribution to the council as a
longstanding vice-president and chair of the community
reference group. Under Rabbi Heilbrunn’s guidance the
community reference group has tackled social issues as
diverse and complex as binge drinking, drug abuse
amongst youth and combating domestic violence.
Rabbi Heilbrunn’s giving of his time and wise counsel
has been more remarkable of late, as both his parents
have passed away within the past couple of months. I
know that even as they grew older and found it more
difficult to attend Saturday morning services they were
very proud of their son and would rarely miss an
opportunity to hear him address his congregation.
Rabbi Heilbrunn is well known throughout
Melbourne’s Jewish community for his amazing voice
and oratorical style. These skills, combined with his
strong faith, have helped him earn the respect he holds
in his leadership role today. I would like to place on the
record my and my constituents’ sincere thanks to
Rabbi Heilbrunn for his many years of service. I hope
the minister can find time with his very busy portfolio
to meet with the St Kilda Hebrew Congregation and the
Rabbinical Council of Victoria.

Responses

The St Kilda Hebrew Congregation was founded in
1871. At the time it was one of three synagogues in
Melbourne. The synagogue embarked on a project of
renewal in 2008. Realising that many members of the
synagogue are ageing has put an emphasis on projects
relating to youth, family and building a community
environment. I believe this community has much to
offer and is an important part of Victoria’s history.

Mr DELAHUNTY (Minister for Sport and
Recreation) — Firstly, I want to thank the member for
Narracan for the invitation to go down to his electorate
in a couple of weeks time. In the time the member for
Narracan has been in this place he has been a very
active member and committed to his electorate. He is so
active that he is organising another trip of MPs to walk
the Kokoda Track this July. I had the honour of doing
that with him in 2008. He is not only a great member
but also a great leader.

I bring to the attention of the minister the impending
retirement of the congregation’s senior minister,
Rabbi Philip Heilbrunn. He has served in the role for
more than 20 years. Throughout this time Philip
Heilbrunn has provided spiritual guidance to many
members of the congregation and across the Jewish
community. The rabbi has been involved in the
synagogue’s renewal project and has been extremely
supportive of the youth, family and community
initiatives. He has also conducted tours for many people
from the broader community through this important
synagogue.

Since I have been appointed Minister for Sport and
Recreation the member for Narracan has raised this
matter with me on a number of occasions. Swimming
in general is a very important part of country life, and it
provides a great opportunity to people of all ages to
participate in sport and recreation. As we know, the
provision of aquatic facilities and associated
infrastructure usually comes under the control of local
government. Local governments go through a process
of doing feasibility studies and management plans, as
well as going through their budgets, before they make
an application to the state government. The provision of
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aquatic facilities is very much in the realm of local
government responsibility.
I am pleased to announce tonight that, after a lot of
pushing by the member for Narracan, I will be down
there next Thursday week, and I will be pleased to talk
with the Baw Baw Shire Council about how we can
move forward on this project. As you know, Deputy
Speaker, recent trends in relation to aquatic facilities
have seen a movement towards co-location, which
involves the consolidation of aquatic facilities and other
leisure facilities. This has had enormous benefits in
relation to management, costs, programming and — an
area I am very concerned about — participation. I am
also aware that the Baw Baw council has had five
outdoor pools. I am informed the old outdoor pool was
built in two stages: a 50-metre pool and a toddlers pool
were built in 1954, and in 1960 a diving pool was
added. Importantly now there is a leisure centre which
has a 25-metre heated pool of eight lanes and many
other facilities.
I will be pleased to go there with the member for
Narracan and discuss this matter not only with the Baw
Baw council but with others such as the Save the Pool
committee and talk about the options for developing an
outdoor pool for the Warragul community. As the
member said, that community consists of about 14 000
people. I will also take up the offer to have a discussion
with the Warragul RSL in my role as Minister for
Veterans’ Affairs and also a discussion with the
Warragul scouts.
Another important matter was raised with me by the
member for Bellarine. I am well aware of the Shell
Road Reserve developments at Ocean Grove, and I am
also aware that this has been put forward by the
Geelong City Council. It must be remembered that the
former Labor government had 11 years to attend to
this — 11 years of failure! If people want to work with
our government they must first put things to us. This
was not an election commitment of ours; it might have
been one on the other side. If people want to get this
matter on our election commitments program they need
to talk to us. I am very happy to work with the Ocean
Grove community; it is a very good community and I
know a lot of the people down there.
Mr Ryan — Very good waves.
Mr DELAHUNTY — As the Deputy Premier says,
there are excellent waves down there. But, importantly,
members of that community have to work with us, and
I will be pleased to work with them. I have also had
discussions with Greater Geelong City Council
representatives since we have been elected, and I have
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said to them this was not one of our election
commitments, so it is very unlikely to be up in this
year’s budget. However, we have 4 years to attend to
11 years of failure on the part of the former Labor
government. I will say tonight that we will deliver on
all of our election commitments — all of them —
including those in sport and recreation. We have to fix
up the problems left by the Labor government. I believe
the Baillieu-Ryan government will deliver on all those
promises.
Mr RYAN (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services) — The member for Mildura has again
registered his justifiable concern for the communities
he represents, having regard to the terrible damage
which has been inflicted upon the Sunraysia region as a
result of the floods. It seems we are in a never-ending
phase of these floods, and it was the turn, to put it in the
broadest sense, of the member’s region last weekend.
As a consequence of the enormous amount of rain
received, extensive damage has been caused in a
number of circumstances.
The debate we had on Tuesday related to the
seriousness of the floods across the state, and in the
course of that debate I referred to the fact that almost
100 towns across some 27 municipalities have been
afflicted by the floods. Even as I speak, the extent of the
floods remains extraordinary. At times a front about
50 kilometres wide and about 90 kilometres long
comprising a vast inland sea of water has been making
its way almost inexorably north towards the Murray. In
addition to the events we have seen over the course of
the past five months we have had last weekend’s
events, when Mildura, Irymple, Red Cliffs, Cardross
and other small areas around Mildura took an enormous
pounding.
I am very conscious that a lot of people have had water
over the boards, and for those who have had that
damage to their homes it is a terrible thing to have
happen to them. I am equally conscious of the extent of
damage inflicted upon the horticultural regions of what
is one of the great productive areas of our state and the
damage which has been done generally to agriculture.
These terrible events move in two phases: one is when
the water is there; the other is when the emergency and
the immediacy of the presence of the water tends to
pass, and you are then left with the recovery phase. In
the case of the member’s region, given the general
topography the real worry is that there has been
extensive damage done on a variety of fronts, both
within the settled communities, the townships
themselves, in Mildura, and in addition to that, in the
wider agricultural and horticultural areas.
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I am a member of the flood task force. I have
immediate responsibility as the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services. I think it is important that I go and
inspect the areas of flood myself so that, having had
that firsthand consideration, I am better able to inform
the task force, including the Premier, who is the chair,
and the ministers who comprise that entity, in a way
that reflects the challenges that are now faced by the
region.
That being so, I am pleased to tell the member that on
Monday of next week I will be in his electorate. I will
have the opportunity, guided by him, to move about
and inspect the damage personally so we can look at
whatever measures can reasonably be taken by
government to assist those who suffered damaged in a
manner which the member himself has so very ably
talked to this house about, and in relation to which the
member continues to make representations to all of us
who have a capacity to bring relief to the poor people
who are suffering in his electorate.
I turn to the issue of the matter raised with me by the
member for Eltham. He brought to my attention a
proposal for the construction of a new fire station on
land which, as I understand it, is now owned by the
RSL. As I further understand it, the overall proposition
would entail an expenditure of about $9.6 million to
enable this to occur. The member asked that I give due
consideration to this important issue. For a start I am
certainly prepared to have the department examine the
matters that the member has raised with me.
I must say that the situation regarding promises made
by the former government going into the last election
has, if anything, complicated this position somewhat.
The then government announced a package of
$147 million for new fire stations, and I presume that
this announcement was part of that, or indeed this
particular location might have had a longer history than
being included in that particular package.
The difficult reality is that the then government’s
proposition included the funding of that $147 million
by 77.25 per cent being raised through the fire services
levy. In fact the then government’s contribution to that
package was only about $33 million. In contrast our
government promised to spend $36 million on fire
stations, and we are presently going through the process
of evaluation of where these important institutions
should be built.
Be that as it may, I understand the member’s concern
and I acknowledge the tenor of the way in which he has
raised it. I will have it investigated. However, those
who have an acute interest in these important issues
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need to understand that the government will keep the
commitments it made coming into the campaign. We
will deliver upon them. I stand to be corrected, but as I
understand it this was not a commitment made on
behalf of our government. But, for all that, I will have
the matter investigated and report to the member
accordingly.
Mr DIXON (Minister for Education) — I will start
by commending the member for South Barwon for his
leadership on the issue of a stand-alone secondary
college for Torquay, which is an important part of his
electorate and a very fast-growing area, with quite
massive population growth. Since 2006 the coalition
has had a very clear policy on this, and that is to
provide Torquay with a stand-alone years 7 to 12
secondary college on a greenfield site. We pursued that
policy during the 2006 election campaign; we have
been consistent with that policy over the last couple of
years, and we reiterated and updated that policy leading
up to the 2010 election.
The member for South Barwon is well aware that a
stand-alone college for Torquay has become a huge
issue in his electorate. He has been listening to his
community and its very clear message is that that is
what it needs. It has been interesting to note that over
the last couple of years the former government has been
dragged along kicking and screaming on this issue. The
former member for South Barwon did not really listen
to his community and was quite against it. He was on
the public record as being against it and as saying there
was no need for a stand-alone secondary college at
Torquay. However, community angst caught up with
the former member, and we saw a piecemeal, bit-by-bit
approach from the former government to try to match
what we were offering. In the end it fell well short of
what the community really wanted. Obviously the
people of Torquay have spoken loudly and clearly and
said they want a stand-alone secondary college for their
community.
We are investigating and working on that. The member
for South Barwon asked me to come down and meet
with his community to talk about where we are at and
what the process is. I am more than happy to go down
and do that. I intended when I was down in the region
last week to visit that community, but in the end I had
to go to Rochester to visit the flood-affected
community there and three schools in the area that have
been very badly affected by the floods. I apologise that
I did not make it last week, but I will be coming down
there very soon. I look forward to meeting with the
community and the member for South Barwon.
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Mr KOTSIRAS (Minister for Multicultural Affairs
and Citizenship) — The member for Caulfield raised a
matter regarding the St Kilda Hebrew Congregation
and requested that I meet with its board to see how we
can assist the board to meet the challenges of tomorrow
and ensure that it meets the needs of its members. I
understand that the member is very close to the board,
he and his family having worked with the organisation
for many years, and I pay tribute to his commitment to
assisting the congregation.
As the member for Caulfield said, the St Kilda Hebrew
Congregation has been around for a very long time; it
goes back to about 1871. The first meeting was held, I
think, at the St Kilda town hall. Today the congregation
is led by Rabbi Philip Heilbrunn, who I am told is an
amazing singer. He is much loved and respected
amongst that community. They will surely miss him,
but I am sure he will be active in the community. It is
one of the first three shules, or synagogues, that remain
open for 365 days a year for everyone to visit. It
provides a number of services, including meeting the
religious needs of the congregation as well as providing
education, youth activities, guidance and support. As
everyone knows, the issues around any organisation,
especially in relation to the youth, are enormous, so it
will be a pleasure for me to meet with members of the
board and work out with them what the government can
do to assist them to meet future challenges and make
sure they meet the needs of their members.
Mr McINTOSH (Minister for Corrections) — The
member for Kilsyth raised a matter for the Minister for
Roads requesting that he attend the Metropolitan
Traffic Education Centre, or Metec, and meet with
members of the local community involved in that
centre. I will pass that matter on to the Minister for
Roads.
The member for Monbulk raised another matter for the
Minister for Roads which concerned the intersection of
Mount Dandenong and Monbulk roads and the
replacement of a roundabout at that location with some
signalised traffic signs. I will pass that on to the
Minister for Roads.
The member for Bundoora also raised a matter for the
Minister for Roads relating to the financing of the
crossing supervisor scheme, the well-known lollipop
people — and I agree with the member for Bundoora
that they do a great job. I will certainly pass the matter
on to the Minister for Roads.
Finally, the member for Bendigo East raised a matter
for the Minister for Health. I do not see the member for
Bendigo East in the chamber, which is regrettable, but I
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will pass on to the Minister for Health the matter she
raised regarding the construction time lines for the new
Bendigo hospital.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER — Order! The house is
now adjourned.
House adjourned 5.50 p.m. until Tuesday, 1 March.
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Projects)
Business of the house
Standing and sessional orders, 216
Members statements
South-West Coast electorate: community events, 119

MERLINO, Mr (Monbulk)

Points of order, 55, 158, 162, 272

Adjournment
Mount Dandenong Tourist Road–Montrose Road–Swansea Road,
Montrose: safety, 310
Bills
Police Regulation Amendment (Protective Services Officers) Bill
2010, 248

NARDELLA, Mr (Melton)
Business of the house
Standing and sessional orders, 210
Matter of public importance
Education: budget cuts, 134

Members statements
Australia Day: Shire of Yarra Ranges, 236

Members statements
Buses: Bacchus Marsh, 124
Points of order, 160, 161, 272
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NEVILLE, Ms (Bellarine)
Adjournment
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Questions without notice
Bushfires: powerline safety task force, 61

Bellarine electorate: sport and recreation facilities, 311
PALLAS, Mr (Tarneit)
Members statements
Bill Comerford, 237

Adjournment
Port of Hastings: future, 224

NEWTON-BROWN, Mr (Prahran)
Bills
Sentencing Further Amendment Bill 2010, 287
Governor’s speech
Address-in-reply, 178
Members statements

Business of the house
Standing and sessional orders, 217
Matter of public importance
Education: budget cuts, 145
Members statements
Ray Cody, 234
Werribee Secondary College: funding, 67

Margot Carroll, 240
Questions without notice

PANDAZOPOULOS, Mr (Dandenong)

Hotel Windsor redevelopment: Ombudsman’s report, 269
Governor’s speech
NOONAN, Mr (Williamstown)

Address-in-reply, 189
Points of order, 161, 166

Adjournment
Autism: western suburbs schools, 107
PERERA, Mr (Cranbourne)
Bills
Police Regulation Amendment (Protective Services Officers) Bill
2010, 255
Members statements
Australia Day: Williamstown electorate, 72

NORTHE, Mr (Morwell)

Adjournment
Casey Comets Football Club: ground lighting, 225
Members statements
Sri Lanka: independence day, 71

POWELL, Mrs (Shepparton) (Minister for Local Government and
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs)

Bills
Police Regulation Amendment (Protective Services Officers) Bill
2010, 257, 280
Members statements
Bushfires: Black Saturday anniversary, 69
Questions without notice

Adjournment
Annie Sage Child Care Centre: future, 113
Local government: councillor conduct, 228
Members statements
Floods: local government response, 119

Regional and rural Victoria: government initiatives, 277
RICHARDSON, Ms (Northcote)
O’BRIEN, Mr (Malvern) (Minister for Gaming, Minister for
Consumer Affairs and Minister for Energy and Resources)
Adjournment
Electricity: Brunswick terminal station, 228
Mount Waverley electorate: ministerial visit, 229
Points of order, 159

Bills
Police Regulation Amendment (Protective Services Officers) Bill
2010, 280
Matter of public importance
Education: budget cuts, 131
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Members statements
Rail: premium stations, 236

Questions without notice
Government: financial management, 161

Questions without notice
Minister for Public Transport: responsibilities, 274
Rail: premium stations, 59

SOUTHWICK, Mr (Caulfield)
Adjournment
St Kilda Hebrew Congregation: ministerial visit, 314

RYALL, Ms (Mitcham)
Governor’s speech
Governor’s speech
Address-in-reply, 182
Members statements
Eastern Emergency Relief Network, 237

Address-in-reply, 96
Members statements
Australia Day: City of Glen Eira, 125
Jewish National Fund: Green Sunday Appeal, 125

RYAN, Mr (Gippsland South) (Minister for Police and Emergency
Services, Minister for Bushfire Response and Minister for
Regional and Rural Development)

SPEAKER, The (Hon. K. M. Smith)

Adjournment

Broadmeadows by-election, 43

Country Fire Authority: Eltham station, 316
Floods: Mildura electorate, 315
Bills
Bushfires Royal Commission Implementation Monitor Bill 2011,
65, 300, 301
Condolences
Natural disasters: Australia, 48

Acting speakers, 118, 233, 295

Distinguished visitors, 156
Rulings, 55, 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 64, 65, 150, 155, 157, 158, 159, 160,
161, 162, 164, 166, 167, 220, 231, 265, 270, 271, 272, 273, 275,
276
Suspension of members
Member for Albert Park, 163
Member for Yan Yean, 162

Ministerial statement
Victorian families, 264

SYKES, Dr (Benalla)

Points of order, 166, 271
Adjournment
Questions without notice
Bushfires: government assistance, 58
East Gippsland: government initiatives, 165
Floods: Creswick, 60
Regional and rural Victoria: government initiatives, 277

Local government: councillor conduct, 224
Bills
Sentencing Further Amendment Bill 2010, 289
Condolences
Natural disasters: Australia, 240

SCOTT, Mr (Preston)
Governor’s speech
Address-in-reply, 175

Members statements
Floods: waterways management, 236
Questions without notice
Water: Murray-Darling Basin plan, 157

SHAW, Mr (Frankston)
Governor’s speech
Address-in-reply, 101
Members statements
Mark and Sue Whitby, 123

THOMPSON, Mr (Sandringham)
Adjournment
Planning: Sandringham development, 110
Matter of public importance
Education: budget cuts, 144
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Australia Day: Sandringham electorate, 72
Floods: city of Bayside, 72
Questions without notice
Anticorruption commission: establishment, 271

Matter of public importance
Education: budget cuts, 136
Members statements
Electricity: smart meters, 73
Ferntree Gully Nissan: community raffle, 73
Questions without notice

THOMSON, Ms (Footscray)

Members: code of conduct, 273

Points of order, 162
WALSH, Mr (Swan Hill) (Minister for Agriculture and Food
Security and Minister for Water)
TILLEY, Mr (Benambra)
Adjournment
Adjournment
Man from Snowy River Bush Festival: funding, 109
Bills
Police Regulation Amendment (Protective Services Officers) Bill
2010, 254
Members statements
Rail: Wodonga service, 70
Questions without notice

Floods: Rochester, 113
Condolences
Natural disasters: Australia, 53
Members statements
Brian O’Sullivan, 234
Questions without notice
Floods: farming sector, 62
Water: Murray-Darling Basin plan, 157

Floods: Creswick, 60
WATT, Mr (Burwood)
TREZISE, Mr (Geelong)
Governor’s speech
Members statements

Address-in-reply, 79

Bravehearts: Geelong, 233
Members statements
VICTORIA, Mrs (Bayswater)

Ashburton: street festival, 123
Rotary Club of Box Hill: flood donation, 123

Adjournment
Rail: Bayswater taxi rank, 225
Bills
Sentencing Further Amendment Bill 2010, 290
Business of the house
Standing and sessional orders, 211
Members statements
Arts: regional and rural Victoria, 69
Bayswater Park Cricket Club, 69

WELLER, Mr (Rodney)
Adjournment
Floods: Rochester, 108
Condolences
Natural disasters: Australia, 84
Members statements
Floods: Rodney electorate, 71
Questions without notice

Questions without notice
Children: protection, 63

Floods
farming sector, 62
victim support, 155

WAKELING, Mr (Ferntree Gully)
Bills
Sentencing Further Amendment Bill 2010, 284

WELLS, Mr (Scoresby) (Treasurer)
Points of order, 161
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freedom of information, 270, 273
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276

WOOLDRIDGE, Ms (Doncaster) (Minister for Mental Health,
Minister for Women’s Affairs and Minister for Community
Services)
Members statements
Australia Day: City of Manningham, 234
Ministerial statement
Victorian families, 267, 277
Questions without notice
Children: protection, 63
Energy: concessions, 55, 155, 156, 157

WREFORD, Ms (Mordialloc)
Governor’s speech
Address-in-reply, 196

WYNNE, Mr (Richmond)
Members statements
Australia Day: City of Yarra, 124
Points of order, 159

