Klaus Clemens

Motorcycle Safety Inquiry

(c) the attitudes of riders to safety and risk taking including drugs, alcohol, travelling at inappropriate
speeds, use of protective clothing and fatigue;
I was aware of how dangerous motorcycling is compared to driving a car but was unaware, or misinformed, on
the contributing risk factors to be managed. The emphasis on speed by TAC & Policing misrepresented the risk
profile; fatigue and alcohol are much greater risks, where a momentary lapse of attention at any speed can be
deadly. The existing advice on alcohol is insufficient for motorcycling and misrepresents what is a safe amount of
alcohol.
The question raised in this item is “risk taking…” by motorcyclists. Few people would consider horse riders as risk
1
takers but horse riding has been cited in literature as being more dangerous than motorcycling. Like horse riding

motorcycling for me is a leisure-sport activity where I choose to accept some risk because of my great love of the
machine and the ride. I choose those risks over being a vulnerable cyclist.
(g) countermeasures used in Victoria, Australia and other comparable overseas jurisdictions to reduce
the number and severity of motorcycle accidents with reference to road environment treatments,
behavioural change programs and the design and technology of motorcycles and protective gear;
I have the opportunity to ride extensively in NSW and Victoria. My own experience is that I am more likely to be
pulled up and have a discussion with police in NSW than in Victoria, in fact I have never been spoken to in
Victoria but I have had a speed camera fine through the mail, the conversations with police have had a greater
and more lasting influence on my riding behaviour.
I ride motorbikes that are far more capable than I am as a rider. Braking and turning a motorbike involve many
more timed, measured and sequenced actions than the same operation in a motor car. My abilities as a rider are
the determining factor in staying safe and the safety gear is there to mitigate the results of an incident. It is
obvious to me that there are people who should be discouraged from riding because they appear not to have the
coordination skills, situational awareness or concentration abilities to operate a motorbike safely –I saw these
same people pass the Learner Rider Test.
In summary I have found that my safety on the motorcycle improved when:
x

I realised what a constantly high task workload riding was which when compared to my experience of
landing a plane or sailing a yacht in difficult circumstances.

x

Riding a motorbike safely was counter intuitive to common first responses to stress e.g. gripping the
handles when scared reduced steer ability. Needing to accelerate, not brake, in corners to improve steer
ability.

x

Designers of motorbikes assume certain riding styles that affect the performance of a bike that is not
general knowledge.

x

Human Performance issues are paramount in the rider’s ability to ride safely. Anything that reduces
alertness reduces your ability to stay safe e.g. alcohol, fatigue, dehydration.

I trust my personal insights as a rider with no other involvement in the industry are of some assistance to the
inquiry.
Yours truly,

Klaus J.E. Clemens
MBA (Technology)
BEng.(Manufacturing)
Dip.App.Sc.(Chem)
Member IEAus
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