Terms of Reference
(a) Trends over time in crash types including on-road and off-road crashes, rural/urban
breakdown, experience levels of riders (where known) and types of motorcycles being ridden
x

The clarity of the crash data is limited due to the overall small number of incidents.
When taken in perspective the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Victorian deaths
data for 2009 lists the amount of motorcycle deaths at 34. Falls on the other hand
recorded 536 deaths and the total deaths in Victoria for 2009 were 35,640. When
viewing these FACTS it seems like we should be focussing our energies elsewhere.

(b) The changing face of motorcycling and in particular, patterns of motorcycle usage over
time including the uptake of motorcycles as an alternative form of transport and its impact on
road safety.
x

Motorcycles are a very safe form of transport that reduces congestion, infrastructure
costs and pollution. There is a real and significant benefit to the community and the
uptake of motorcycles should be encouraged.

(c) The attitudes of riders to safety and risk taking including drugs, alcohol, travelling at
inappropriate speeds, use of protective clothing and fatigue.
x
x
x

I have yet to meet a rider that is not safety conscious.
I have never met a rider that was under the influence of any drugs or alcohol
As a rule just about everyone uses protective clothing. All you have to do is look
around and you will be hard pressed to see someone that doesn’t. Although it should
remain optional as there are no guarantees regarding the effectiveness of this clothing.
Helmets are the only items proven to offer some protection.

(d) Riders and drivers attitudes to each other.
x

The TAC commercial that says it’s up to motorcyclists to reduce the risks is one of the
most dangerous promotions in Victorian history. The commercial gives the perception
that car drivers are not at fault if they have an accident with a motorcycle. There seems
to be a coincidence in that every time the commercial is run motorcyclists die.

(e) Responsibilities for improving the safety of off-road riders.
x

The first and foremost issue to addressing safety is to allow parents to teach their
children how to ride a motorcycle at an early age. Children learn judgement and
balance which are two of the greatest qualities a person can have. Parents must be able
to ride with their children in forests as these areas are away from built up areas and are
safe learning environments. It is common knowledge that children with these skills
and experience become the safest and most competent riders on and off the road.
These skills are also desirable and beneficial when driving cars. This needs to be made
possible with the utmost of urgency.

(f) The efficiency and effectiveness of the accredited provider scheme in the delivery and
administration of motorcycle licensing.
x

Victoria’s current Graduated Licensing Scheme is one of the best in the country with
the evidence speaking for itself. All the data and statistics support this. This system
should be exported to the rest of Australia and to other counties.

x

Changing the current system risks destroying the solid track record of success and
significantly increasing the injury and death rates of new riders as well as the liability
to the state. If it aint broke don’t fix it.

x

Any advanced training should remain voluntary. The roads are not race tracks.

x

People that ride motorcycles in Victoria have a better than 99.9% survival rate.

(g) Countermeasures used in Victoria, Australia and other comparable overseas jurisdictions
to reduce the number and severity of motorcycle accidents with reference to road environment
treatments, behavioural change programs and the design and technology of motorcycles and
protective gear.
x

Technology will only attempt to introduce a layer between the motorcycle and the
rider. This is not a good idea as a motorcycle is unlike a car in that it needs a person to
ride it. A computer will never be able to operate a motorcycle on its own. The
liabilities of such technologies would be great as all accidents would be attributed to
the technology. One successful lawsuit against one of the technologies and the class
action flood gates would be wide open.

x

Wire rope barriers are very dangerous to motorcyclists. There needs to be an inquiry
into why VicRoads allowed these barriers to be erected. Did someone in VicRoads
profit from them?

x

Regarding road environments you can’t get much worse than now. In the last few
years VicRoads has completely destroyed the integrity of the road network especially
in rural areas. This is backed up by the huge increase in deaths on rural roads.
VicRoads has lowered the speed limit of many rural roads totally disregarding the
integrity and effectiveness of the state speed limit of 100kph and advisory speed signs.
The state speed limit provided a consistent standard across the state and lower speed
limits were only used in built up areas thus giving them real meaning. Now there are
long straight country roads with meaningless 80kph limits that no one can understand
and respect. Introducing their own lower limits has been a complete failure and many
people have died as a result.

x

VicRoads has also extended the length of double lines on many roads and the new rule
not allowing people to overtake on solid white lines has added further carnage to our
rural roads. The frustration and rage of all the road users stuck behind a vehicle
travelling at a dangerously low speed on a country road is a sight to see. Well over two
kilometres of banked up traffic jockeying for position and trying to overtake but are
unable to due to the double lines and solid white lines. It is one of the most dangerous
situations to experience and it affects all users. There are stories of slow drivers being
pulled out of their vehicles by groups of frustrated and angry road users in road rage
incidents.

x

Police behaviour towards people that ride motorcycles has been appalling.
Discrimination, harassment, intimidation, victimisation and dangerous operations as
witnessed on television have been common place and it must cease. This human rights
issue is so severe that there is talk of raising the matter with international organisations.
People that ride motorcycles represent a wide cross section of the Victorian
Community. Sons, daughters, fathers, mothers, uncles, aunties, nieces, nephews,
taxpayers and voters.

x

The blatant misuse of statistics and media by the TAC to support its defunct argument
of labelling motorcycles as unsafe is inappropriate and portrays motorcycles in a
negative light. This further strengthens the argument that the TAC has become
political and has lost its way.
Special mention goes to the Speed Kills campaign as it is the single biggest failure in
road safety marketing. Speed does not kill. It never has and it never will.

x

(h) New initiatives to reduce motorcycle crashes and injuries.
x

Legalizing filtering in traffic.

x

Allow motorcycles to overtake on solid white lines.

x

Allow motorcycles to overtake on double lines along straight stretches of roads.

x

The introduction of a Speed Improvement Strategy (SIS) shifting the focus away from
regression and pointing it towards greater speed, efficiency and quality. This is the
only way forward for Victoria and will be of benefit to all road users. Safety will be a
natural by product of the strategy and everyone will be happy.

(i) The appropriateness of the TAC premium for motorcyclists in relation to covering all
riders eligible to claim on the TAC scheme.
x

The TAC premium should be licensed based and not vehicle based as many people
have more than one vehicle and are paying for the same thing many times over.

x

The TAC’s current structure has failed the Victorian Community. Changing the
TAC’s focus by removing the following two objectives from there charter will get the
organisation back on track and stop it from being ineffective and political.
1. Reduce the cost to the Victorian community of compensation for transport
accidents.
2. Reduce the incidence of transport accidents

x

The removal of the TAC board and replacing it with a manager will further remove
the political element from the organisation and bring a substantial cost saving.

x

Changing the TAC’s name to Transport Accident Insurer (TAI) will clear up the
identity of the organisation.

(j) The effectiveness of the Motorcycle Safety Levy in improving rider safety in Victoria.
x

The Levy is inappropriate and ineffective and it discriminates against people that ride
motorcycles. There is no levy on passengers of cars or pedestrians or younger car
drivers all of which are over represented in the statistics. This makes me very angry as
I know I am being ripped off. It has done nothing for motorcyclists and it must be
scrapped immediately.

(k) The ways government can work with non-government stakeholders to achieve motorcycle
safety outcomes.
x

Easy! Stay out as any involvement will do more harm than good. The current
motorcycle system is world class and works well.

In conclusion safety will always be a secondary item when it comes to transport of any kind
as the primary concern is the transport itself. It’s a fact of life and a natural part of human
behaviour. No one wakes up in the morning saying what a great day I think I’ll go out and
buy a vehicle because it is safe. In fact nothing is safe. Death is a part of life and accidents
will always happen. With road safety today Victoria is at the point where the cure is far worse
than the disease.
Sincerely,
Epaminondas Mastoris

