The Minister for the Environment and The Premier of Victoria
Parliament House, Melbourne 3001
Thursday 12th December 2019
Dear Minister and Premier,
the St Arnaud Field Naturalist Club writes to you again in the hope that its
plea to end the persecution of our waterbirds will finally be heard and acted on.
In the north west of this State we have very little open water.
Thanks to the Wimmera Mallee Pipeline which now ensures a better water supply to towns,
businesses, industries and farms, most open water- farm dams, waterholes and the like have been
removed.
A small amount of water is allowed for environmental purposes- Tchum Lake at Birchip, Watchem Lake,
Walkers Lake at Avon Plains, Wooroonook and a very few others.
These lakes are recreational lakes for their districts- fishing,swimming, boating etc, but also open to
duck shooting, in season.This results in hazardous conditions for all users.
Given the lack of water bodies for ducks and all other waterbirds and given the increasing likelihood
of even drier conditions in the coming year, birds will have to congregate in these few lakes and
wetlands.
A shooting season will be like shooting fish in a barrel and is not acceptable to any right-thinking person.
This is not sport but a massacre.
We ask this Government to ban once and for all this anachronistic practice and give our suffering
waterbirds of all types, but especially our ducks a chance to live.When will you ban this practice- when
the birds are all gone?
How can this be other than mismanagement when we know that our bird species are in serious decline?
No other native bird or animal is subject to this barbaric treatment- it must stop now.
We, the members of St Arnaud Field Naturalist Club ask that your Government hear our plea,
Anne Hughes,
President
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