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Wise Use and Management of RAMSAR Wetlands in Victoria
Regional Victorians Opposed to Duck Shooting Inc. applaud the Victorian government’s review of
management of our precious RAMSAR sites.
Noting the purpose of the RAMSAR global environmental treaty is to protect biological diversity, maintain
ecological character and promote conservation, we strongly submit that continuing to allow the
recreational shooting of native birdlife at these areas is totally incongruous.
The Destructive Nature of Duck Shooting - Incongruous with Wise Use.
The shooting of waterbirds at RAMSAR sites destroys precious remnants of the oldest culture on earth
(refer attachment 1), pollutes the water and riparian land with ammunition cartridges, toxic leadshot (illegal
but still used as is reported most years), bird body parts and rubbish including plastic wraps and broken
bottles (refer attachment 2). Notwithstanding the direct impact to our seriously declining numbers of native
waterbirds, many species unique to our country.
The State of the World’s Birds 2018 noted the dire situation of plummeting bird numbers and that habitat
loss, climate change and hunting were to blame. (Birds are twice as vulnerable to climate change as
mammals, an international team of scientists has concluded after checking 481 species in 987
populations around the world - Zoological Society of London, published in the Global Change Biology
Journal, July 2018).
Population declines of migratory shorebirds (that Australia is also under obligation to protect through
numerous global agreements) that also rely on Victorian RAMSAR wetlands are particularly severe. Highly
sensitive to disturbance and to changing climate, their ability to rest and feed prior to and during their
long journeys, is threatening survival.
Sadly Australia is one the worst offenders in the world when it comes to general species extinction and
Victoria has the highest number of threatened species by sub region in Australia.
The annual aerial survey of waterbirds managed by Centre of Ecosystem Science University NSW, is the
most robust, long term data set we have about the health of waterbirds in East Australia. The surveys
show waterbird numbers, habitat and breeding indices have been gravely declining for years with
scientists now warning numbers have declined as much as 90% (attachments 3 & 4).
The future is grim, with experts predicting worsening climatic conditions and worsening drought across
Australia. The Bureau of Meteorology, the CSIRO and any number of scientific bodies are pointing out
that climate change will produce more frequent and severe droughts in the years ahead. (Michael
Rowland for ABC News Breakfast July 2019).
Some shooting organisations will say that shooting does not affect bird numbers. This is not only
inconsistent with scientists advice but illogical. To shoot around 400,000 birds a year in Victoria alone
(GMA harvest statistics) is not synonymous with conservation, particularly when bird numbers are
struggling and otherwise healthy birds of breeding age are shot. Further, the harvest numbers do not
account for the numbers of birds shot and left behind including protected species. (These are found by
members of the public most years). Hence the true toll is likely to be much larger.
Perhaps this is why the number one recommendation of the Arthur Rylah Institute in their hunter bag
survey reports in both 2017 and 2018 was that more data was needed to be able to know the impact of
shooting on waterbird populations. (Curiously, the 2019 report was structured differently with no
mention of this issue – we have our suspicions as to why and would be happy to further discuss).

PAEC - Ramsar Wetlands Inquiry
Submission no. 350

Some examples of the sheer destruction of waterbirds and protected species which are not accounted for
in authorities “harvest statistics” are as follows. Sadly this is likely the tip of the iceberg as the vast
majority of areas where duck shooting is allowed, are not monitored.
•

Box Flat 2013 “Police have been called in to investigate the killing of hundreds of ducks and birds
including protected species. The bodies of about 760 game ducks and 155 non-game birds were
left on the water at the Box Flat flood plains near Boort. The shooting happened on opening
weekend of duck season”. (ABC March 2013)

•

Lake Toolondo 2016, “The Andrews government is headed for a showdown in the courts over the
illegal shooting of dozens of rare and threatened birds during the opening of duck season. The
shooting occurred despite the presence of Victoria police and authorized compliance officers”.
(The Age April 2016)

•

Kerang 2017, “Another 437 birds have been recovered this week including 44 threatened freckled
ducks from last weekend’s massacre at the marshes in northwest Victoria, recognized as a
RAMSAR wetland of international importance. The total number of illegally shot freckled ducks
now stands at 112. The latest find takes the total number of birds gunned down in the opening
weekend shooting spree to 1,247 and this was from just one of Victoria’s wetlands. What
happened on other wetlands?”. (Medianet March 2017)

This season (2019), despite record low numbers of duck shooters, over 30 instances of hunting / firearm
offences were recorded just at the few waterways authorities happened to be at, on the first weekend of
the season.
This is clearly an uncontrollable activity and an unacceptable risk to the public, our native wildlife and
ecological character of RAMSAR wetlands.
A Better Alternative.
It is unclear what actions have been taken to rectify the issues of concern documented in the Auditor
General’s report about Victoria’s RAMSAR wetlands. However there is one clear and simple solution the
Victorian government can implement right now.
While Victorian rural towns are faring socially and economically worse than others (SGS Economics 2016
& 2018) the social and economic potential of nature based tourism, particularly wildlife / birdlife
watching - hampered by shooting - is significant.
By replacing duck shooting with educational signage of RAMSAR sites and low key visitor facilities, the
Victorian government can move towards being a leading conservation state and make a real positive
difference to rural communities.
Some examples of success of wildlife / birdwatching are below;
Global Trends
•

In the US, birdwatching is a $41 billion industry. After just ten years, "The Biggest Week in
American Birding Festival" has put Northwest Ohio on the International map, with over 90,000
visitors from 52 countries coming to this one area for a week bringing $40 million with them.

•

The latest survey by US Fish and Wildlife (2016) shows hunting (already a minority choice of
recreation) has declined, while wildlife watching has increased 20% since 2011, with 86 million
Americans (about a third of the population over 16 years old) watching wildlife. Wildlife
watchers’ spend increased a whopping 28%, up to $75.9 billion USD. The most popular wildlife
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watched were birds, attracting 45 million people, 36% of them taking trips away to do so. (To put
this in perspective, around that time 24 million Americans played soccer and 18 million played
tennis). As America is now one of our top 5 International inbound tourist markets, it pays to
understand their interests.
•

In Columbia, quieting war zones allow locals to prosper from birdwatchers who spend up to
$400 a day each to go on tours. This "trickles down and benefits many people from the hotels, to
the guides to the villagers who cook for them". One farmer set up an observation deck on her
modest home making a living out of serving drinks to birdwatchers. Another turned his struggling
farm into a birdwatching centre, with 30 birdwatchers paying to visit his farm every day to watch
birds feed at his makeshift bird feeding stations.

•

In Vancouver, birdwatching is "so popular among young people that the Stanley Park Ecology
Society is calling their next walk The Rise of The Hipster Birdwatcher". Over 150 young people
now attend a single event, equipped with the latest mobile apps to record bird species.

•

In China, birds "lead poor villages into prosperity" with old villages that used to kill their
waterbirds for food, now valuing them another way. Nonggang, bordering China and Vietnam,
now needs 18 full time bird tour guides, has 10 accommodation inns.

•

Scotland calculated between USD 8 million to USD 12 million spent annually by tourists wishing
to see White-tailed Eagles on the Isle of Mull alone, with 4 percent of the jobs in Scotland
associated with wildlife tourism. (Mohd Jeffrey, Tourism Officer at the Tourism Development
Department.)

So far in Australia;
•

Tourism contributes more to the economy than agriculture, forestry and fishing combined
(Tourism Satellite Account). It directly employs 1 in 19 Australian workers and the fastest
growing component is nature-based tourism.

•

Latest Tourism Research Australia data released October 2019 shows International tourist top 14
activity preferences (out of 46 surveyed) were; eating out, shopping for pleasure, sight-seeing,
going to the beach, going to markets, visiting national/state parks, visiting botanical gardens,
visiting wildlife parks/zoos, pubs, visiting heritage sites, visiting museums, galleries, charter
boats, bushwalking/rainforest walks, guided tours. Of these, bushwalking, rainforest walks
experienced the most growth up 9.6% over two years. (*NB wildlife watching is not yet reported
in our visitor surveys.)

•

According to this same latest tourism data, domestic travellers enjoyed similar activities, with
visits to national/state parks and bushwalking in their top eight preferences. Most of these
activities are logically hampered by duck shooting in the vicinity. In fact a study by The Australia
Institute – even before the rapid rise in popularity of nature tourism - found over 50% of holiday
makers would avoid an area where shooting occurred.

•

Kakadu - “just a swamp” - sees around 200,000 visitors a year.

•

Phillip Island Nature parks contributes circa $500 million a year and 2100 jobs to Victoria.

•

Winton Wetlands where they shoot birds with cameras, sees 52,000 visitors a year to one area
near Benalla - twice the total number of duck shooters there are for the entire state. Winton
Wetlands cafe is now open seven days.
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•

Yea Wetlands as featured on ABC radio 25/11/19, rated #2 of 8 things to do in Yea (Trip Advisor)

To re-iterate, by replacing duck shooting with educational signage of RAMSAR sites and low key visitor
facilities, the Victorian government can move towards being a leading conservation state and make a real
positive difference to rural communities.
Consider the stunning Kerang RAMSAR wetlands, largely unknown. With Gannawarra’s 14% structural
unemployment rate and high take up of social security, the area could certainly do with being able to tap
into some of the year round benefits of nature tourism. Other RAMSAR endowed communities similarly.
There would also be a health benefit.
A study by Marsden Jacob, “The outdoor Economy” 2016, reported nature based activity as a sleeping
giant in Victoria, already worth $7.4 billion and $265 million in avoided health care costs (conservative).
By far the most popular activities were walking, cycling and running.
Threats.
Unfortunately, concern exists about links between shooting organisations and some government
departments including Parks Victoria, with the outcome of “public consultations” such as the recent
Management Plans for Boort and Burrumbeet, being arguably slanted towards a minority group of
shooters’ interests. (Details can be provided).
Recommendation.
We submit that for the Victorian government to fulfil obligations under RAMSAR and other international
agreements, and to be seen as governing for the people, the shooting of native birds must cease.
“The Australian community needs strong environmental leadership. The electorate needs to be convinced
that politicians govern for all of us, rather than institutionalizing the conflicts of interest involving
insatiable industry sectors with strong lobbyists, often ex-politicians, supported by natural government
agencies. Environment agencies and their ministers need to be a much stronger voice to achieve
environmental sustainability in the public interest and leave a legacy and quality of life that our children,
grandchildren and future generations can enjoy.” Professor Kingsford, Director of the Centre for
Ecosystem Science, University of NSW, Canberra Times 31/1/2019
Thank you again for the chance to submit our strong views on this matter. We would welcome the
opportunity to discuss in more detail.
Regional Victorians Opposed to Duck Shooting Inc.
Regional Victorians Opposed to Duck Shooting Inc. are a not for profit association incorporated in April 2018.
Now with over 4000 supporters, consisting largely of those who live or work around Victorian waterways and
are directly adversely impacted by duck shooting, our purpose remains, to bring awareness of these impacts
which have gone unrecognized, and to promote a better way for our waterways.

Click here to see some of what rural people said.

Click here to see our infomercial for National Threatened Species Day 2017 (Please note currency as at 2017.
The decline of birds since this time has worsened).
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Attachments
1.
2.
3.
4.

Aboriginal Culture Destroyed – Infomercial.
Picture bird body parts below.
Weekly Times Article attached to submission separately– “Drought shoots down duck hunting” (Birds
Decline by 90%)
Annual Aerial Waterbird Survey 2018 attached to submission separately (please note indices since this
publication have worsened as per attachment 6)
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Bird body parts left around the shores of a Victorian public waterway after duck shooting.

