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SECTION 1:

‘SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER – FOR THE TRUTH TO SET ME FREE’
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~ JUSTICE ~
I know that this is the hour to answer my Soul’s call, to SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER.
I accept and embrace this mission as a HEALING requirement for my much desired and long awaited
TRANSITION.
I have uncovered the PAINFUL TRUTH and clearly see the injustice done to myself and my son. It was
against GOD’S will, and in seeking JUSTICE, I must remain strong. I have been SILENCED for far too long.
I am on a JOURNEY, a healing course. I have made a mammoth, DIFFICULT life choice that all
concerned WILL HEAR MY VOICE.
JUSTICE must come to myself and my son. For the TRUTH now EXPOSED can set us FREE; for him to be
him, and me to be me.
For those in POWER who UNJUSTLY wronged us, be ACCOUNTABLE, and take RESPONSIBILITY for this
HEINOUS CRIME by an EVIL, CRUEL and JUDGEMENTAL SOCIETY.
I know release from SHAME, GUILT, BLAME and HEALING from our DEEPEST PAIN will only come when
JUSTICE is done for this WRONGED Mother and her BELOVED son.
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INTRODUCTION:
SEEKING JUSTICE – ‘COLD CASE CRIME’– SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER
I wish to report that the following Members of Parliament: Jacinta Allan, Leader
of the Legislative Assembly (and her Electoral Officer, Nell Cameron); Jenny Mikakos,
Minister for Health; and Lisa Neville, Minister for Police (and her Chief of Staff, David
Griffith); along with myself; have all referred this matter to Jill Hennessy, AttorneyGeneral, Department of Justice, in relation to the Unlawful Abduction (Kidnapping) of
my son
- aka
, and his subsequent
Forced Adoption (Baby-Trafficking) by the Department of Health and Human Services
and their Agent, CatholicCare; Principal of Adoptions for Victoria,
; Social Worker,
; and my GP,
and
, Head Nun; several other Catholic Nuns, and
members of the Nursing staff at St. John of God Hospital, Warrnambool, on
The crime of the Unlawful Abduction and Forced Adoption of my son from
St. John of God Hospital, Warrnambool had been committed before I was bullied
into signing Adoption Papers, which were prepared in advance by
of CC.
As I had never contacted CatholicCare or requested adoption, I had never
seen or completed Adoption Papers. I was not aware the papers I was bullied into
signing were adoption papers.
, Catholic Care Social Worker,
arrived at my flat, on the
, with my 6-day-old son
in his car. My son had been Unlawfully Abducted from St. John of God
Hospital earlier in the day by
and
This I did not understand. Mr
was extremely aggressive both verbally and physically, and advised me,
and I quote, “As soon as you sign these documents, I will bring your son in from
the car.” Mr
did not bring my son to me: instead he pushed me to the
ground, got in his car with my son and Mrs
and drove off with my son.
THIS IS A COLD CASE CRIME.
Myself and my son deserve JUSTICE (through Department of Justice) by having this
Cold Case Crime fully investigated by Victoria Police. Currently, I am being denied the
right to report this Crime by Victoria Police.
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SECTION A.
1. ATTORNEY-GENERAL – JILL HENNESSY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DJCS) –
ADOPTION INFORMATION SERVICES
Following the transfer of Adoption from Department of Health and Human Services on
1 July 2019 (which includes history of past adoptions), I make the following request directly to
the Attorney-General in relation to my son’s Unlawful Abduction and Forced Adoption,
(Kidnapping) which took place in Warrnambool, Victoria, in
As Adoption and the history of Forced Adoption is now residing in DJCS, I re-lodge my
complaint, originally lodged with Ms
, DHHS-FIND. I would expect to receive
Justice for myself and my son in relation to our Forced Adoption experience.
Please see attached the original complaint lodged on 12 October 2018, by me, at the
request of former DHHS-FIND staff member,
.
Attachment: Email complaint to

, DHHS-FIND, lodged 12 October, 2018.

Attachment: Flow Chart identifying those involved in my son’s Unlawful Abduction and Forced
Adoption.
Attachments: Medical records and Documents provided by CATHOLICCARE.

a. DHHS- FIND
LOST! – NOT EASY TO FIND! – DON’T WANT TO BE FOUND!– NOW HIDING IN
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY!
DROPPING OFF THE EDGE . . .
DHHS (now Department of Justice and Community Safety), engaged CatholicCare
as their adoption agency. Ms
(formerly DHHS-FIND (now Department of Justice
& Community Safety) said, and I quote: ‘DHHS takes responsibility for the Forced
Adoptions, as they were not watching what their agency was doing, i.e. CatholicCare’.
Ms
advised me to lodge a complaint against DHHS and send it directly to
her. Ms
also advised that others affected by Forced Adoption had been compensated
in the past by DHHS. I sent my complaint to Ms
as requested. It was ignored. No
written response received from Ms.
Having received no response from Ms.
I then sent my complaint to the Secretary of DHHS, Ms. Kym Peake. Again, I received no
written response from DHHS.
This experience with DHHS staff has caused severe harm to my mental health. These
Public servants are purely administrative and have no concept about mental health and the
effects of a Forced Adoption trauma. DHHS told me only what they CANNOT do for me. This
continues to be an extremely harmful and unresolved, experiential, intergenerational trauma
for me, and my son. The attitude of DHHS-FIND staff is: ‘We are no longer part of DHHS - ‘Go
away!’ Not responsible! No help – no empathy - just more harm!
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b.

CATHOLIC CHURCH (Adoption Agent for DHHS – now Adoption Agent for
DJCS): CONSPIRACY, COLLUSION, AND COVER-UP

CATHOLICCARE (CC) comes under the Catholic Church auspices, Melbourne
Dioceses, and is Government-funded: funded to carry out Forced Adoptions for DHHS (under
Past Adoption Policies and Practices).
In 1980, Father George Pell (advisor to the Bishop of Ballarat, Ronald Mulkearns),
established Government Forced Adoption practices and policies in the Ballarat
Dioceses, employing a Social Worker, Mr
(Currently a
).
reported to Mrs
, Principal Adoptions Officer, Catholic Family Welfare Bureau (now
CatholicCare). Mrs.
NOTE: Mrs
served as Nominee of the Victorian Conference of Adoption
Agencies on the Adoption Legislation Review Committee, Victoria from
.
In July 2011(after my son contacted me in early May 2011), I contacted CatholicCare
(CC) requesting my son’s adoption case file. (I did not advise CC that my son had made
contact with me).
CC advised me that there was no record of myself or my son in their files. I requested
they check their records again. Same answer: ‘No file. GO AWAY!’
I then advised CC that my son had contacted them in 2003 at age twenty-one years,
and he had been provided with his adoption records (which he would not share with me).
Miraculously, the CC file I was seeking was then found!
I had a telephone interview with
(CC). The interview was a CC
requirement. Some select (non-incriminating) documents were made available to me by CC –
but not all. CC had deleted my Doctor’s signature (Dr
) on one critical document:
the document being the medical clearance required by CC, and signed by Dr
so CC Representatives
and
could transport my son to St. Joseph’s Babies
Home, Melbourne. This document was provided to Dr
on
by
CatholicCare representative, Mrs
, Principal of Adoptions for Victoria, at
St. John of God Hospital, Warrnambool.
Note: I obtained this same document through DHHS-FIND (5 years later), showing
Dr
signature. THE CONSPIRACY, COLLUSION, AND COVER-UP
CONTINUES.
This was the day my son was Unlawfully Abducted and subsequently Forcibly Adopted
by CatholicCare. My 6-day-old son was handed over to
and Mr
by Sister
, Principal Nun, at St. John of God Hospital on
(NO ADOPTION PAPERS EVER DISCUSSED, PRESENTED, OR SIGNED BY ME
DURING MY CONFINEMENT. I WAS NOT PRESENT AT THE HOSPITAL ON
. I was physically forced out of the St. John of God Hospital Nursery,
not officially discharged, without my infant son, and without my bags, and the Hospital
was locked behind me). Last known address for Sister
.
Attachment: Medical Transfer completed by
, on
. I have
made several requests through FOI, and to this day, I have not been provided with my
complete file from CC or DHHS. CC advised me to make no further FOI requests.
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undercover (not adhering to the Adoption Laws prior to 1984), Black-Market ChildTrafficking; Unlawful Abduction; and Forced Adoption practices. Government enabled
churches to continue the Baby-Trafficking. Churches were taken to task over Sexual
Abuse – why not Baby-Trafficking, Unlawful Abduction, and Forced Adoption?
Where is the Royal Commission for those Mothers and Children, victims of
Child-Trafficking; Unlawful Abduction; and Forced Adoption, TRAUMATIZED
for life?
Why is there no Stolen Generation Reparations Scheme for ALL Australians
affected by the Government’s Past Adoption Policies and Practices? Why are
we being ignored? Why are we treated differently to the Stolen Generations of
Indigenous children? The Australian Government needs to establish a Stolen
Generations Reparations Scheme for ALL affected by their Unlawful Forced
Adoptions Policies and Practices over decades, not just a minority.

c.

DR

/ST JOHN OF GOD HOSPITAL, WARRNAMBOOL, VIC

St John of God Hospital refused, despite several FOI requests, to provide me with
documents I requested in relation to my hospital bill. I NEVER received a bill from St John of
God Hospital regarding their birthing services.
I have the right to know who paid my hospital bill.
What money changed hands?
How much did Mr. and Mrs.

pay for my kidnapped son?

SJOGH is one of several services in the conspiracy, collusion, and cover-up in
my son’s Unlawful Abduction and Forced Adoption.
I contacted Dr
Clinic, (
).
I was told by the Office Manager, Mr.
, that they had never destroyed records,
and that the clinic had an extensive historical collection.
Later, I was told that staff had searched for my records, spoken with Dr
no records were available from their collection.

and that

Dr
also stated that neither my son, nor I, had ever been his patients, though
he delivered my son, and I was his gynaecological patient for many months in
Dr
Clinic then claimed that I had transferred my records elsewhere, supposedly
at my request. I requested a copy of the ledger card recording any possible transfer of records.
Not available.
Mr.
advised me that he had again contacted Dr.
and that Dr.
was going to contact St. John of God Hospital to again request my medical records. Dr
never followed up on his promise to contact St John of God Hospital regarding their
records of his attendance at the birth of my son (
). No further contact or
information was forthcoming from
Clinic.
St John of God Hospital refused, despite several FOI requests, to provide me with
documents in relation to my hospital bill.
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Since I did not receive a bill from St John of God Hospital, I HAVE THE RIGHT to know
who paid my hospital bill. SJOGH is one of several services in the conspiracy, collusion, and
cover-up in my son’s Unlawful Abduction and Forced Adoption.
Dr
behaviour was manipulative. He groomed St John of God’s Hospital staff,
and others. He wanted to destroy evidence that would incriminate him. Dr
also groomed
me (Gaslighting). (Gaslighting is a form of psychological manipulation in which a person or a
group covertly sows seeds of doubt in a targeted individual, making them question their own
memory, perception, or judgment, often evoking in them cognitive dissonance and other
changes such as low self-esteem).
Dr
had to groom me to ensure my unwitting compliance with his plans TO
REMOVE MY SON FROM MY CARE: befriending; building trust; breaking confidentiality. Dr
also recruited
. Dr
arranged for
, Physiotherapist,
Warrnambool Base Hospital, to come to my home to give me pre-natal classes; Dr
also manipulated staff at St John of God, where I was admitted and gave birth (instead of
Warrnambool Base, where earlier arrangements for my admission had been made by Dr.
unbeknown to me). I had not pre-booked myself into either Warrnambool Base, or St.
John of God Hospital, since I was never advised by Dr
that this was a requirement.
Having been raised Catholic, it was a natural choice for me to attend St. John of God Hospital.
d. VICTORIA POLICE BENDIGO – First Attempt to report cold case crime
– Failed to investigate my claims on or about mid-June 2015.
Reference:

.

Partner at Porter’s Lawyers, Canberra, advised me to report my son’s
Unlawful Abduction and Forced Adoption to the Victoria Police, which I did.
Sequence of contact and Police personnel involved: My first contact was with Detective
Senior Constable
. I was then interviewed by Detective Sergeant
Rape and Child Abuse Unit. Also involved were Detective Senior Sergeants
.
and
.
I was interviewed at the Victoria Police (Bendigo) station, by Detective Sergeant
. At this time, I provided Detective Sergeant
with all the
documents pertaining to my son’s Unlawful Abduction and Forced Adoption, from
which she made copies for her file.
She was not listening to what I was saying and talked over me for the majority of the
interview. She was more interested in the welfare of my grand-daughter. At the interview, she
also said to me in a condescending and belligerent manner, and I quote: “Didn’t your son
have a good life?”
The crime occurred prior to my being forced and bullied into signing papers that I did
not know were Adoption Papers (Forced Adoption is illegal in Victoria).
Victoria Police at Bendigo went through the documents I had supplied, and pulled out
the Adoption Papers with my signature on them, and told me told me to go away.
Victoria Police (Bendigo) never investigated my claims. Victoria Police (Bendigo) said:
“Go away!”

e. VICTORIA POLICE MELBOURNE – Second attempt to report this cold case
crime.
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I endeavoured to report this cold case crime (my son’s Unlawful Abduction
(Kidnapping) and Forced Adoption, to Victoria Police, Melbourne, again, in 2019, with the
support from an adoption support service, Relationships Australia Victoria - COMPASS.
Mr
, Adoption Support Councillor, (RAV-Compass) spoke with Police on
my behalf. Police directed him back to Dept. of Health and Human Services and Catholic Care.
I then wrote to the Police Commissioner regarding this matter, and she referred
the matter on to the Attorney-General (Department of Justice), Jill Hennessy.
I have received a response from the Attorney-General. However, the response
does not address the referral by the Minister for Police relating to the cold case crime
of the Unlawful Abduction and Forced Adoption of my son in
.
Attachment: Referral letter from Minister of Police, Lisa Neville, to Attorney-General, Jill
Hennessy, can be obtained from Lisa Neville’s office.
This is a COLD CASE CRIME.
I am being denied the right to report this cold case crime of my son’s Unlawful
Abduction (Kidnapping) and Forced Adoption. My son and I are STILL being denied our human
rights by being denied JUSTICE.

THIS IS STILL AN OPEN REQUEST TO THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL, JILL HENNESSEY:
My son STILL blames me for the actions of State and Church, who unlawfully removed
him from my care in
I have no relationship with my son because he does not accept
the truth, or where the blame lies: that I did not willingly give him up for adoption, and
that he was TAKEN, NOT GIVEN, WITHOUT CONSENT; STOLEN in the conspiracy
between Church and State employees for an unexplained purpose: Sold to be raised as
carer for blind Substitute Parents!
Only when Justice is served and the truth exposed will there be a possibility of my son
accepting that the blame lies with the Victorian State Government and the Catholic Church
(CatholicCare). Give us the opportunity to heal and have a relationship. Compensate myself
and my son for this immense loss and displacement! The Forced Adoption process and
the losses it represents still, and will always be, an open wound for my son, and myself.
My son was denied the natural attachment and developmental processes with his
MOTHER, and the chance to form a loving, life-long relationship with ME. He still thinks
I abandoned him, because the system points in that direction to cover up the crime!
OPINION
Now that Adoption is in the Department of Justice, I feel Forced Adoption can no longer
be swept under the carpet.
Sorry is not enough. SORRY does not mean
ACCOUNTABILITY, JUSTICE, OR REPARATION.
RECOMMENDATION
Compensate all those affected by the past Unlawful Government Policies and
Practices removing our children from our care. And for the immense losses,
suffering, pain, and displacement of our still-traumatized children!
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2. OMBUDSMAN (DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE & COMMUNITY SAFETY)
My complaint against DHHS Staffer, Ms
, was unsuccessful as,
unfortunately for me, Ms
never put in writing the path she advised me to take to
lodge a complaint against DHHS for my son’s Unlawful Abduction and Forced Adoption.
I reiterate the action Ms
verbally advised me to take, and I quote:
‘DHHS take responsibility for Forced Adoptions as they were not watching what their
Agency (CC) was doing.’
Writing the complaint, and then being told to go away again and again by DHHS,
has had a major impact on my mental health, as my ALL my past and current Mental
Health Support Professionals can attest to.
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ATTACHMENTS (SECTION 1; PART A): TRUTH
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SECTION B.
OTHER SERVICES THAT FAILED TO SUPPORT – THROWN IN AT THE DEEP END
(INTO EXTREMELY GRAVE DANGER)
1. VANISH (CEO - Netty Horton) - HOOKS (SUPPORT TO CONNECT MOTHER WITH
ADOPTED CHILD . . . OR NOT? DEFINITELY NOT!)
FIRST CONTACT My son contacted VANISH to find his Mother (not Natural Mother,
not Birth Mother – MOTHER! My address was supplied to my son by VANISH: without my
knowledge, consultation; with me in any way shape or form; or my approval or consent
obtained.
VANISH advised my son that they were unsure that I was the person he was looking
for, and then advised him to write to me “Person-to-person” Registered Mail so I would have
to sign for his letter. VANISH advised him that he would receive a notification from Australia
Post with my signature, and he could then compare that signature with the signature on his
Adoption Papers, which he had previously obtained from CatholicCare.
VANISH also warned and advised my son that before he sent the letter, to keep in
mind that ‘… your mother will be mentally-ill’. VANISH and I received a letter from my son, out
of the blue, thanks to the unprofessional, re- traumatizing handling of this matter by VANISH
staff.
STEPPING INTO A MINEFIELD OF SOCIAL ABUSE The extremely grave danger to
my mental and physical health commenced after I wrote back to my son unaware that he is in
what he later describes to me as a toxic relationship and refers to being a victim of Stockholm
syndrome by his possessive, jealous, controlling, mentally disturbed first (T1) partner who did
not want me in my son’s life.
BURNING AT THE STAKE – INCENDIARY INFORMATION: GSA I am now a victim
of social abuse at her (T1) hands in controlling and isolating my son, and helped to do this by
following misleading information that VANISH had supplied to my son; specifically, to give to
this partner the VANISH publication titled: T10 – Genetic Sexual Attraction (GSA) – The
Power of Attraction (Resource 6a from the VANISH Training Manual. Working with LOSS
and Trauma Related to Past and Forced Adoption Practices, Day 2. pp. 203-204, VANISH
Inc.).
OUTCOME: I had to phone LIFELINE for support, as I was feeling suicidal in response
to this toxic abuse.
After reading the GSA document supplied by VANISH, my son’s partner (who I will
refer to as T1), used it as a weapon to stop any possibility of my son and I having a Mother/Son
relationship. T1 told my son, and I quote, “that the love I see in your eyes for your Mother – I
WANT.” T1’s behaviour was jealous and irrational. She went on to send me a re-traumatizing,
evil email accusing me of, and I quote, “. . . having inappropriate feelings for my son, and to
get help.” I have no such feelings for my son. My love for my son is a Mother’s love. As a
result, I lost my son for the second time, due to the insidious influence of the GSA
document on T1, and her response to it.
I advised VANISH of the situation created by them supplying the GSA document to my
son’s partner, and that she was using it as a weapon against my having a healthy relationship
with my son. Their response was to cease supporting me at this point.
DROPPING THE BOMB AND RUNNING When the GSA weapon did not work for
T1, she tried to convince my son to kill me. She had him in such a desperate emotional
state that he called me and told me he was going to commit suicide. He also said he was
16

planning to ‘go bush’ (meaning remote) to get away from her irrational influence. I was able to
talk to him and calm him.
NOTE: T1 had previously tried to kill my son (strangulation- Police informed) before he
brought me into his life.
The “Replacement Father” had previously supplied me with his mobile number in the
event of any emergency relating to my son. I tried to contact the ‘Replacement Parents” by
phone, but my call was ignored, and there was no response.
Soon after he left T1 (she was now pregnant), my son moved back in with his
“Replacement Parents” (who were chosen by the Catholic Church).
T1 went on to have a child (my granddaughter,
now
years old) with my
son. She had previously undergone 3 abortions in 3 years while living with my son. After 4 ½
years of social abuse from T1 against my son and myself, my son finally left that relationship,
but only after a major amount of damage had been done to both his, and my, mental health,
and undermining any chance of a positive Mother/Son relationship.
In addition, my son’s repeated use of me as an online Counsellor for his toxic
relationships was ruining my mental health and emotional resources. I could no longer rely on
LIFELINE services to retain any stability. I stepped away from taking these re-traumatizing
calls from my son in March 2019, to save my own life.
INTERGENERATIONAL LOSSES When my son engaged in processes to have
access to his daughter,
T1 used the GSA information, provided to her by VANISH
against my son in relation to
(stating that my son was having erections around his
daughter – totally false accusation).
My son had to walk away for the sake of his mental health, and possible emotional
harm to
My son has not had contact with
since she was years old (now
years and months old). My son has lost his daughter. Trauma is now inter-generational
across three generations, as I will never know my first-born granddaughter,
and she
is robbed of her paternal grandmother.
After 5 years since my son first contacted me, he requested I attend a “joint
counselling” session with him at VANISH. Desperate to have my son in my life, I agreed. We
became guinea pigs in this process. VANISH advised us that in 20+ years they had never
engaged in joint counselling, so lacked the appropriate and professional, specialized traumainformed, experience in this field.
My son is currently in another relationship with an ex-girlfriend from his very early
teens. He has advised me, on several occasions that this partner is also toxic.
The only contact my son has had with me since our first contact, involves him dumping
his domestic violence issues regarding his toxic partners on me. This process has been
detrimental to my mental health; it has been re-traumatizing and amplified my depression,
anxiety, and traumatic stress disorder (including suicidal ideation). My son has used me as a
trauma counsellor around both of these toxic relationships (a period of almost ten years).
Still no OPEN, ACCEPTING, ON-GOING relationship with me. I refer to his passiveaggressive, toxic, second partner, as T2. On the first of our two meetings, my son told me
that T2 said, after meeting me, and I quote: “I don’t want a third person in our relationship”.
KANGAROO COURT: FIRST JOINT COUNSELLING MEETING AT VANISH
(INITIATED BY MY SON) When I turned up for the meeting at VANISH, in attendance are my
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son and his VANISH contact,
spoken with on and off for some time (

(Adoptee), myself, and the VANISH contact I had
).

The meeting was led by
. Her first question was directed to me in a
belligerent manner, and I quote: “Well, are you going to apologise to
NOTE: The Victorian State Apology and the National Apology to Victims of Forced
Adoption had both already taken place.
I was shocked, and feeling I was on trial. I looked to
for support but none came. I
had believed
was there to support me. My response to
was, and I quote: “I
cannot apologize for something I did not do”.
came back at me in an even more
belligerent manner, and said: “So, you are not going to apologize to
Again, no support from
My response to
again was, and I quote: “I cannot
apologize for something I did not do”.
came back again even more belligerently,
and said: “So, you are not sorry for what happened to
Again, no support from
My response was: “Yes, I am extremely sorry for what happened to
and me at the
hands of State and Church, and the judgemental society of the day!”
It was clear
had promised my son that she would obtain an apology from
me on the day, and bully me in to having a relationship with his toxic partner (T2).
LED DOWN THE GARDEN PATH - UNPROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST
(SOURCED THROUGH VANISH): MS
Unprofessional; fake; no
consistency; no tools for recovery; inadequate record-keeping; treatment not trauma-informed.
I felt completely unsupported. No outcomes. No report to Government funder through
VANISH/DHHS.
VANISH referred me to Psychologist – Ms.
(a specialist in Forced
Adoption cases) for 3 sessions funded by the Government. I continued to see Ms. Howse
under a Mental Health plan. I did not receive professional psychological care: no tools; no
trauma-informed approaches; no support for suicidal ideation; no consistency (absence of
case notes).
After a few sessions, Ms.
suggested I speak to a lawyer in relation to my son’s
Unlawful Abduction and Forced Adoption. I did this, and contacted Porters Lawyers,
Canberra, who took my case on a “No Win – No Pay” basis.
Porters Lawyers contacted Ms.
to obtain a Psychologist’s Assessment Report.
Following the contact by Porters Lawyers for a report, Ms.
phoned me at home, and
abused and bullied me, saying that I had no right to give her name to Porters Lawyers. She
went on to say that she did not keep notes, for client privacy.
OPINION
VANISH does more harm than good to Mothers. Serves the interests of Adoptees
only. Their Mothers are treated like criminals. Blame lies with Government, Churches,
Medical profession, and Social Workers. VANISH do not get this truth through to
Adoptees, despite the State and National Apologies. VANISH do not provide support
around reunion of Mothers and their Forcibly-Adopted children. VANISH’s strategy of
Peer to Peer Counselling does not work. It does more harm than good to Mothers who
have had their Children stolen.
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RECOMMENDATIONS:
VANISH SHOULD VANISH!!
I do not see why VANISH exists at all. They do not exist to support Mothers who
have experienced Child Abduction and Forced Adoption. I do not see why VANISH is
not absorbed into the Department of Justice. I believe the organization called VANISH
needs to vanish!

2. ARMS (NGO) – CLOSED, EMPTY, NO EMPATHY
MISSING THE MARK – UNEXPLAINED COMMENTS OUT OF LEFT FIELD
VANISH gave my son a brochure about ARMS and their contact details. I contacted
ARMS and in my first phone conversation with their support line, I was told by
and I
quote: “You will fall in love with your son!”
This upset, confused, and devastated me. I had no understanding of what she meant
and there was no explanation. I discussed that my son had made contact with his natural
father, unbeknown to me. Response from ARMS support,
and I quote: “If that was me,
I would have killed the little shit”.
took over the Support Line. Every time I called, I was just gleaning gossip.
I was introduced to
face-to-face at an ARMS dinner, after the National Apology in
Canberra by
(from VANISH).
said, and I quote: “
and I compare
notes”. I was devastated. Confidentiality was being broken. Their casual attitude to
confidentiality reinforced my impression that they regarded my Forced Adoption experience
as just gossip. This cavalier approach to confidentiality felt dehumanizing.
Unprofessional contact by
from ARMS requesting I contact her in relation to
my experience with RAV-COMPASS so she could relay my experience in her own Submission
to the Legislative Assembly Committee. Another harmful trigger for me.
OPINIONS
ARMS not required as I received no real or empathetic support - closed ARMS.
Lobby group only. Unprofessional and unqualified to support me as a Mother who lost
her child through the Forced Adoption process. Another example of Peer to Peer
Support not working. ARMS did me more harm than good.
There is animosity and competition between VANISH and ARMS around funding. Not
helpful for those affected by Forced Adoption who need their support.
RECOMMENDATIONS
Recommend absorb this group, ARMS, into Department of Justice also.
Need organization to work with Mothers AND Children impacted by Forced Adoption
practices – Currently, no organization equipped to safely facilitate reunion!
ARMS and VANISH not on same page. Should be about facilitating safe reunion!
Why has this not been recognized and addressed previously.
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3.
RAV-COMPASS — NOT ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS — NO COMPASS/NO
DIRECTION – NO RELATIONSHIP
FIND YOUR OWN WAY. NO OUTCOMES. I made contact with RAV-COMPASS
(GOVERNMENT-FUNDED) in their first month of operation (April 2015). They were not ready
with support. I felt fobbed off. I rang them back a week later, begging for help and support. I
was referred to a Social Worker in Kyneton who had no experience working with those affected
by Forced Adoption. I was advised by a Social Worker that I had buried my grief and loss in a
career (a career I lost to a bully in 2008). The Social Worker’s response, was, and I quote:
“You are just bitter because you have no career now, and you have lost your power”. I ended
contact with her.
The role of RAV-COMPASS seemed to be to direct those affected by Forced Adoption
to other services.
They directed me to the Mental Health Sector in Bendigo –
CARECONNECT/AFTERCARE. I engaged with CARECONNECTC/AFTERCARE and
received fortnightly support, in my home, from a mental health worker in relation to my PostTraumatic Stress Disorder, anxiety, and depression. Unfortunately, she had no experience in
dealing with those affected by Forced Adoption, but neither did RAV-COMPASS.
My son requested joint Counselling through RAV-Compass. I was referred to
Counselling at RAV, Kew. The Counsellor advised me she had attended a one day of training
at VANISH in relation to counselling those affected by Forced Adoption. Needless to say, I
was shocked that she had no experience in this area. On my second session, I offered her a
book to read on reunion, and she refused to read it. I felt very much like the enemy/bad mother
- judged. I had three individual sessions with her. In the second session, it became obvious
she was expecting me to apologize to my son for his Forced Adoption in a future joint session.
She also pressured me into having a relationship with my son’s jealous, emotionallyaggressive girlfriend. My son provided his opinion of his girlfriend, when he reported her
saying, and I quote: “I don’t want a third person in our relationship”. My son described his
girlfriend to me as severely mentally-ill and toxic, and emotionally- and physically-abusive
towards him.
I explained to the RAV Counsellor that forcing me to have a relationship with my son’s
girlfriend, rather than my son, was having a major effect on my mental health.
I was forced to become a refugee when I migrated to Canada after I lost my son,
to bury the trauma of his loss, and lived there for fourteen years
).
After he turned eighteen, I came back to Australia to find my son. I was extremely
stressed by the Counsellor continuing to bully me into having a relationship with my son’s
girlfriend. I said to the Counsellor that I felt, had I stayed in Canada, I could have paid for my
son to visit me, and not had the external interference in our reunion. Her response: she leaned
forward in her chair toward me, and said, in a very aggressive, condescending tone, and I
quote: “Well, could you go back to Canada?”
I tried doing Counselling through RAV-Compass again, at my son’s request. RAVCompass referred me to an RAV Senior Clinician in Sunshine, VIC. I had one session alone
with him. This Counsellor never looked at me. He picked at his fingernails the whole hour. I
felt totally disrespected, and definitely not heard.
The next session was a joint session with my son. It was a disaster. Afterwards, my son
said, and I quote: “Well, that was an absolute waste of time!” We have not tried joint
Counselling again through RAV – Compass. RAV-Compass has failed us – no relationship.
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SECTION C.
OTHER GOVERNMENT SERVICES

1. NDIS
Being granted the NDIS has enabled my NDIS Support Coordinator to engage highlyeducated and qualified Mental Health Professionals trained in trauma recovery, to assist me
in dealing with my PTSD, anxiety, depression, and suicidal ideation.
Getting to this stage with the NDIS has been a torturous journey of two and a half years
of again having to educate support services on the effects of Forced Adoption.
My NDIS Support Coordinator has guided me through this minefield.
I NO LONGER USE VANISH, ARMS OR RAV-COMPASS AND I DO NOT ATTEND
ANY EVENTS RELATED TO FORCED ADOPTION. I AM NOW OUT OF HARM’S WAY OF
BEING TRIGGERED BY THESE ORGANISATIONS.
RECOMMENDATIONS
•

REQUIRE ONLY TWO-YEAR (NOT ANNUAL) NDIS REVIEW - TO REDUCE
RETRAUMATIZATION

•

ANY WOMAN AFFECTED BY FORCED ADOPTION SHOULD
AUTOMATICALLY HAVE ACCESS TO NDIS

•

NDIS MUST FUND PROFESSIONALLY-TRAINED, TRAUMA-INFORMED, AND
EXPERIENCED COUNSELLING FOR THESE SURVIVORS

•

RECOMMEND REGISTERED ARTS THERAPISTS (AThR) AND TRAUMAINFORMED ARTS THERAPY FOR ALL THOSE AFFECTED BY FORCED
ADOPTION

•

PEER TO PEER SUPPORT DOES NOT WORK

2. CENTRELINK
My doctor advised me to make an application for a Disability Support Pension. My
doctor’s comment to me in relation to my son’s Unlawful Abduction and Forced Adoption is,
and I quote: “Darling, I do not know how you are still standing!”
I am still standing only because my son exists, and because I must fight to obtain
justice for him.
Centrelink requested that I attend a meeting to review my DSP application.
I present with diagnosed PTSD, anxiety and depression. I meet with a Physiotherapist
- not with a Psychiatrist, or even a Psychologist, or a Social Worker.
I present the Physiotherapist with several publications on “Forced Adoption”, which
she refuses to read. At the end of our meeting, I request that she pass the Forced Adoption
information on to her CentreLink colleague. She returned the publication to me as the
CentreLink colleague also refused to accept them.
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The following day, I contacted CentreLink Complaints Line. I requested the name and
contact details of a female Social Worker in the Bendigo CentreLink office. I successfully made
contact with this Social Worker. I asked if she had any knowledge or training relating to the
effect of Forced Adoption following the National Apology to Adoptees. She said, and I quote:
“I have vaguely heard something about it”. I offered her the publications produced following
the National Apology. She accepted them.
Having taken this action, fortunately for me, my DSP claim was granted.
OPINION
I present well and can often be perceived as high-functioning. I have always
been a very competent and articulate person and others perceive this as indicative of
my intelligence. Unfortunately for me, these qualities have been used against me (tall
poppy).
I ask that the Committee not judge me similarly. I pray that the Committee
members will recognize the impacts of my trauma outlined in this Submission. Through
my trauma and for self-preservation and survival, I have become an Oscar-Nominee
for “Best Actress”. The trauma of Forced Adoption is a “life sentence”!
My capacity to appear as a high-functioning, competent and articulate
individual is masking what lies beneath appearances. I ask that you don’t judge a book
by its cover. If you scratch the surface or open this book, the trauma is on every page,
with triggers every day of my life, which won’t change till the day I die.

3. HR & EOC
I lodged a complaint with HR & EOC in relation to the violation of my son’s human
rights being Unlawfully-Abducted, Forcibly Adopted, and placed with two legally-blind
Replacement Parents by the Catholic Church. HR & EOC refused to investigate my claim
because the violation of my son’s human rights occurred in
– a ‘get out of jail free’ card
for all Government services in this cold case crime because they just state: ‘It was too long
ago.”

4. ‘WITHOUT CONSENT’ EXHIBITION, CANBERRA, ACT, 2013
NATIONAL APOLOGY MADE BY THE FEDERAL ATTORNEY-GENERAL
I submitted my story. I was not advised it would NOT be part of the Exhibition.
TO IMPACT STATEMENT During my attendance at the National Apology, participants
affected by Forced Adoption were asked to provide photos, etc. Left my son’s photo (adult)
attached to flowers provided to us on the day on the stage as requested. We were advised
these mementoes would be part of the ‘Without Consent’ Exhibition. They were not included.
This Exhibition then travelled State by State and was displayed at Geelong Wool
Museum in November 2019. I provided photos of myself, and of my baby son. These
photographs were used, and on put display in the Exhibition at Geelong, which I attended
that November for the Victorian Launch.
On that day, I spoke with the Federal Government Representative for the
‘Without Consent’ Exhibition, advising her I was upset that our photos were not displayed
together, as mother and son. No caption was used relaying the fact that my son and I were
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unlawfully separated in
It was just a wall of unidentified faces with no explanation. It was
stuck in a corner and many people I spoke to did not even see it. I asked to at least have my
son’s baby photo beside mine. I was rudely denied this request by this non-empathetic Public
Servant.
There was no empathy shown to me, even though she could see I was very upset. She
had announced in her opening remarks that there were support people available for people
affected to speak with, but despite her seeing I was extremely upset, she offered no support
on the day.
I looked around for
very upset.

RAV-Compass, for support, but could not find him, and I left

OPINION
This exhibition was not representative of the range of traumatic experiences of
Mothers and their Children who have been subjected to Forced Adoption practices.

5. CARECONNECT/AFTERCARE
I was referred to the Mental Health sector by RAV-Compass. I was assigned a Mental
Health Support Worker,
by RAV-Compass. This worker had no knowledge or
training in working with those affected by Forced Adoption. She did understand PTSD,
anxiety and depression; she also had a diagnosed mental health condition. Having her
support on a fortnightly basis was helpful. At the time, I was receiving a great deal of social
abuse from my son and his then jealous girlfriend.
Having my AfterCare Support Worker was the first real support I had received since
my son first contacted me.
I had not trusted anyone for many, many years. I learned to trust
also took my son onto her caseload in order to assist me and my son with
challenges around reunion. My son also trusted
At one staff meeting, one CareConnect staffer said to
and I quote: “You are
just friends”. So after twelve months of
support, CareConnect refused me further
service.
I fell into a deep depression.
Several months later, I was contacted by CareConnect/AfterCare and invited back,
so they could assist me with an application for the NDIS.
I did so and this application was successful. I again had
NDIS-funded Mental Health Support Worker on my NDIS plan.

support, as my

also assisted my son to apply for the NDIS, which was also successful.

6. STATUE: ‘WITHOUT CONSENT’ – MELBOURNE
*This statue, unveiled in October 2018 does not represent my “Forced Adoption”
experience.
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* The Premier, Daniel Andrews, was due to attend, and was, instead, replaced by a
Public Servant.
* I attended the unveiling, and was extremely upset when I saw the statue.
*The figures look like aliens! I did not lose a 4-year-old, or a 6-year-old child – I lost a
6-day-old baby, my infant son! He was stolen from me.
*This statue looks like a young girl looking after her siblings – I hate it! I find it
offensive, distasteful, and insulting to those affected by Forced Adoption.

OPINION
TOKENISTIC! A mere pat on the head! INSULTING! The attitudes, stemming from
PAST POLICIES AND PRACTICES OF THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT behind
the commissioning, design, and choice of the statue, TRIVIALIZE my traumatic
experience of Forced Adoption. This statue does not reflect the experience of Forced
Adoption that has TRAUMATIZED me, and my son, since he was stolen from my care
as an infant, in
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