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Dear Sir or Madam,
Inquiry into Drug Law Reform
Term of Reference No. 1 – The effectiveness of laws, procedures and regulations relating to illicit
and synthetic drugs.
Victorian Humanists strongly urge that drug use be redefined as a health and social issue, rather than a law
enforcement issue. It is well known that the Australian Commonwealth, state and territory governments allocated
around two-thirds of drug expenditure on law reinforcement, with only 9% for prevention, 21% for drug treatment
and only 2% for harm reduction during 2009-2010.1 As all evidence indicates that after years of this emphasis on
law enforcement, the illicit drug market in Australia has expanded, the time for a new approach is long overdue.
As a result of the National Ice Taskforce Report in 2015 the Commonwealth government will strengthen
funding to treatment facilities and Addiction Medicine, and this is to be applauded.
However, harm minimisation remains a paramount concern. The action needed in this arena frequently
challenges and disturbs community beliefs. Providing clean needles and a safe injecting space may appear to cater
to an illicit lifestyle, rather than offer an opportunity to limit infection, support and counsel and reduce the risk of
fortuitous needlestick injury.
Term of Reference No. 2 – The practice of other Australian States.
We Victorian Humanists here express our concern about the State Government’s reluctance to implement a
service which has been proved to reduce the harm to injecting drug users and save their lives.
Supervised injecting facilities have been in operation at Sydney’s King’s Cross for sixteen years and for
more than eighty years overseas. Each facility provides sterile injecting equipment and its safe disposal, on-site
medical and counselling services, means of treating overdoses and referral to drug rehabilitation services. The
results are significant reductions in mortality, morbidity and hospitalization and therefore savings to the health
budget. There is now extensive data, including an independent review by the National Drug and Alcohol Research
Centre showing positive results.
At the King’s Cross Centre more than six thousand overdoses have been managed without a fatality; over
one million safe injections have been supervised, enabling a reduction in the spread of Hepatitis-C and HIV.
We are impressed by the evidence given to the Coroners’ Court of Victoria by Dr Marianne Jauncey, the
medical director of the Medically Supervised Injecting Centre in King’s Cross. At the inquest of a young mother
who died following a drug overdose, Dr Jauncey offered her opinion that such a death would not have occurred if a
supervised injecting centre had been available.
The introduction of such a facility in Victoria is supported by the Australian Medical Association, the
Royal Australian College of Physicians, Victoria Police, Ambulance Services and the Yarra Council, as well as the
Coroner. Nationally, surveys reveal growing public support for the supervised approach.

The Humanist worldview is based upon reasoned enquiry and dialogue, individual freedom with responsibility,
the need for tolerance and co-operation, and the recognition that we are an interdependent part of nature.

