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Dear Executive Officer
INQUIRY INTO DRUG LAW REFORM
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the inquiry into drug law reform. This matter
has been forwarded to me to respond to you on behalf of the CEO, Andi Diamond. Local
Government does have a significant role in population health and wellbeing planning and
councils are required to respond to local health issues and priorities by developing goals and
strategies to build a community in which people can achieve their optimum health and
wellbeing.
Monash Council plays an influential role in leading the way to fostering healthy
environments where Monash residents feel empowered to strive for positive health and
wellbeing in all aspects of their lives. Monash’s role in reducing harm from illicit drug use
includes: syringe collection and disposal; community education e.g. understanding ‘ice’
forums; prevention pathways and pathways out of the cycle of illicit drug use e.g. providing
links to support services (Monash Youth and Family Services); and community safety and
infrastructure initiatives.
Monash Council is also a regular participant in the Local Government Gambling, Alcohol and
Other Drugs Issues Forum (LGGAODIF), a network of professionals working for or with local
government to prevent and reduce harms associated with gambling, alcohol and other drug
use. Monash Council, like many other councils represented at the LGGAODIF, has long been
involved in prevention and harm minimisation activities and have advocated for responses
from state and federal government to support the best available evidence of what works in a
public health frame of reference.

Monash Council is required by the Victorian Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 to
develop an evidenced based Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan each four years.
The Victorian Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 has the primary objective to achieve the
highest attainable standard of public health and wellbeing for Victoria. This objective is to
be achieved by:
•
•
•
•

protecting public health;
preventing disease, illness, injury, disability and premature death;
promoting conditions in which people can be healthy; and
reducing inequalities in the state of public health and wellbeing.

The Victorian Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 also recognises that local government is
a major partner to the state government in the effort to protect public health and wellbeing
in Victoria.
There is strong evidence that responses to illicit drug misuse are more effective when
focused on the minimisation of harm.
Monash Council supports application of the guiding principles of the Victorian Public Health
and Wellbeing Act – i.e. evidence-based decision making; collaboration; the precautionary
principle, and primacy of prevention - in creating the drug law reform necessary to
strengthen harm minimisation strategies.
If you require any further information on this matter, please contact me on
Yours sincerely

JULIE SALOMON
Director, Community Development & Services
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