To The Committee,
My name is Steve Nicel and I am a strong advocate of Secondary Instrumental Music
Education throughout the nation. I teach at three separate schools in regional North East
Victoria and have observed many benefits that my job helps provide to students.
I have been involved in this 'faculty' for the past 15 years and it is my experience that
students who participate and are actively involved in instrumental music have a much a
higher ability to cope in both their academic and personal lives. I have witnessed this
first hand. I have also watched as many students who have taken an interest in music
turn this into a career.
The governments plan to abolish instrumental music will have detrimental effects on the
many schools who are fighting to maintain order and respect with an increasing numbers
of behaviourally challenged young people. With instrumental music gone, I foresee a
domino effect that will ripple through all aspects of a school operation. As a whole this
will make public education appear even less attractive to the many Victorian families
who choose to be in the music program for it's positive effect and confidence building
qualities from which their children benefit.
Society is changing at a rapid rate and there are many factors that are accelerating this.
Among those are the ever popular human desire for consuming and comfort. These two
components have a huge effect on the overall populations view toward societal balance
of power, wealth and how education is managed. In other words, one key component to
how people view our "political leaders" is in how well they manage all of our financial and
personal assets. But what does this have to do with Instrumental Music you ask? Well
directly and indirectly it has a lot to do with it.
It highlights the challenges that are facing young people on how to best manage their
own happiness, purpose and direction when they feel railheaded into particular
occupations. This also highlights the difficulties we face as music educators in providing
a pathway to 'smooth out the rough edges' in the public education mainstream. I have
experienced how our influence alleviates many difficulties for other "traditional" subjects
in a class room environment. In general our young people are continuing to feel more
lost in public education which is highlighted by the little desire to young people have to
"follow their leaders". And why should they when their leaders talk a lot about caring and
preparing the young for the future but demonstrate very little "action" in this regard. To
the average young person a good amount of politics is perceived as self serving and
moot. If the government cuts the budget for Instrumental music, it will appear as
another aspect of us not caring. It is already hard enough to keep kids interested in
learning music (as the benefits are well documented) and removing it completely will
absolutely be a step in the wrong direction for all. It is an age old human need that
exists for a damn good reason. Because it's good for us!
People want more without having to do anything to earn it. Technology is providing that
possibility with our young people developing in a very non-stimulated disconnected way.
We are expecting our children to be educated "by proxy" with a majority of the learning
channels offered being very removed from the realities of their future life. I believe that
Instrumental music by it's sheer nature of creativity helps bridge these problem areas
and brings back some of that balance. It brings back into play the feeling of physically
doing something which is both mentally and personally challenging as well as rewarding.
Don't make bureaucracy an end unto itself and put the cart before the horse. Do not
abolish the good things in society that help keep a sense of balance and individual
purpose. Do not "dumb down" the nation any more by completely removing any creative
thinking from the education pool. Because in the end, we all benefit from these creative
thinkers.

On a more personal note; I have a fifteen year old son who has been living with me for
nearly five years now. For reasons that are too time consuming to explain here, my son
has had a very questionable upbringing. This resulted in him coming to live with me at
age ten. He has been an extremely challenging teenager to deal with, and this has made
my work and personal life very very stressful. It has been hard to feel like I am having a
positive influence on him while I keep trying to demonstrate personal values and help
improve his self worth. If it had not been for my persistence of character and his
involvement with instrumental music he would have not had any reason whatsoever to
stay at school. He would have continued his behaviour as one of the most highly
disruptive kids in the school. But that is changing!
This year he has begun to demonstrate this 'change' in his outlook and is actually
making an effort to improve himself by working in class and doing homework for school
subjects. He has begun to show consideration and care for other people both at home
and at school. And more than one teacher has noticed and commented on this.
He loves his music and has said on many occasions that he would feel absolutely lost
without having had the opportunity to make friends and pursue the option that
instrumental music has offered him.
I believe that without instrumental music my son would not be the person he is
beginning to grow into.
I urge all parliamentary delegates to think about the reasons for considering this change.
Is it purely financial? If so, why does superficial governmental spending seem to be at an
all time high while positive programs like Instrumental Music are on the table for
complete deletion? Why do we often hear talk of political leaders receiving massive pay
increases, and bigger budgets allocated for retro-active movements such as military
spending while pro-active globally beneficial programs such as ours are squashed? Food
for thought...
In conclusion I am hoping that my submission does not appear to "rant". I have spent a
good deal of time trying to construct an articulate view of my personal experience and
knowledge as I have lived it. Music is not "extra curricular", it is fundamental.
Faithfully and in honesty,
Steve Nicel
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