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Terms of Reference
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Having attended the Inquiry hearing held In Bairnsdale this morning, 24 October
2019, I make the following comments in response to questions from the Panel:
1. Agricultural techniques that sequester carbon
May I refer you to Charles Massey’s Regenerative Agriculture (and author of The
Call of the Reed Warbler). Massey has been holding presentations around the
country and has been interviewed by Phillip Adams on “Late Night Live” (ABC RN).
I recently attended Massey’s seminar in Sale, Vic. which was booked out at the
room’s capacity of 100 attendees, demonstrating that farmers have a high level of
interest in regenerative practices. You can learn more about his work and his
colleagues worldwide on YouTube or by reading his book.
2. Healthy Landscapes: Trees v Soil
Whereas planting trees has been the conventional approach to natural carbon
sequestration and should definitely continue because trees have other benefits such
as protecting and enhancing biodiversity and farming benefits such as increasing
livestock and pasture productivity, assisting farmers and other landholders to
improve their soil carbon may have greater emissions reduction cost-benefits.
In respect of soil carbon: “Scientists say that more carbon resides in soil than in the
atmosphere and all plant life combined; there are 2,500 billion tons of carbon in soil,
compared with 800 billion tons in the atmosphere and 560 billion tons in plant and
animal life.” Soil organic carbon is the basis of soil fertility. It releases nutrients for
plant growth, promotes the structure, biological and physical health of soil, and is a
buffer against harmful substances” (www.futurefarmers.com.au). Adding just 1%
more carbon to soil would store more than 140,000 litres of water per hectare.“
Helping farmers to improve their soil health has both economic and environmental
benefits.
3. Healthy Biodiversity and Ecosystems
Protecting Victoria’s Environment – Biodiversity 2037 acknowledges the critical
importance of natural systems (Nature) to human welfare. Already vulnerable and
threatened with extinction, climate change will only exacerbate the fragility of our
ecosystems and biodiversity. So, as the Landcare representative, who addressed
the Bairnsdale hearing states, taking a holistic approach by maintaining “productive
and healthy” landscapes is the key to effective change--a view endorsed by
Biodiversity 2037, e.g. p7)).
4. Kalbar Mine

It is quite clear that to proceed with this proposal not only threatens the economic
viability of the Lindenow horticultural area but puts the health of the Mitchell River
(Victoria’s last unregulated river) and the Gippsland Lakes, a RAMSAR site of
international significance. at serious and irreversible risk. Even the “climate
naysayer” accepts this fact.
5. Further Gas Exploration
In spite of its commitment to renewable energy, the Victorian Government’s “Gas
Program” is spending $42.5 million to assist oil and gas companies in finding more
fossil fuels. The Program has flown aerial gravity surveys over large rural areas of
eastern and western Victoria. The Victorian government claims it wants to see
greenhouse-gas emissions fall, but it’s difficult to reconcile that stated ambition with
the Victorian Gas Program. At a recent community-consultation held in Drumborg
Victoria, a representative of the Victorian Gas Program stated that one reason to be
exploring for more fossil oil and gas in Victoria is because:
“We need to find more gas so we’ll have feedstock for Victorian plastics
manufacturers” or words to that effect. (The discussion was not video recorded.)
(reneweconomy.com.au). Yet, recently reported is new technology to revert plastic
waste to oil from which new plastic can be made. Government should be supporting
such companies not more gas and oil. Ban exploration in Bass Strait and protect
whale breeding grounds which are a tourism attraction.
Apart from the destruction to farmland and rural communities and additional methane
emissions from gas mining, much of Victoria is subject to earthquakes. Note Britain
has recently placed a ban on fracking due to increased earthquakes (See
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-11-02/british-moratorium-on-fracking-due-toearth-tremor-concerns/11666176). Australia governments must stop wasting
taxpayers’ money on unviable and polluting technologies e.g. carbon capture and
storage, hydrogen from coal, gas and coal mining and heavily invest in renewables,
which will provide the new jobs to replace 19th century ones.
6. Solutions
One Panel member asked: “How do we find solutions? and “Is there a toolbox?”
The short answer is that we desperately need strong government leadership. There
is no one-size solution but many. Ordinary people are already acting. Governments
should increase its funding to communities and organisations such as Landcare,
Trust for Nature, Greening Australia and the Catchment Management Authorities
who have been working for decades to restore the environmental degradation.
Improve agricultural practices and support community health and wellbeing.
Thank you.
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