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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO TACKLING CLIMATE CHANGE IN VICTORIAN COMMUNITIES

INTRODUCTION:
The Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Committee of the Parliament of Victoria (the
Committee) is undertaking an inquiry into what urban, rural, and regional communities in Victoria are
doing to tackle climate change and how the Victorian government could support these communities.
Friends of the Earth (FoE) Melbourne is a not-for-profit organisation working for a socially equitable and
environmentally sustainable future. FoE is a community-driven environment group with over 68,000
supporters. The international FoE network is active in 77 countries with over 2 million members. We
thank the Victorian Parliament for the opportunity to have input into the inquiry.
Friends of the Earth has been investigating impacts of climate change that Victorian communities are
already experiencing and how they are responding to the growing threat. Our submission to the
Committee will outline the key findings from our community engagement since 2012. It will highlight
examples of community leadership and make recommendations for how state governments can be
support them.
We are facing a climate crisis. Record-breaking land and ocean temperatures, irreversible bleaching
and collapse of the Great Barrier Reef, unprecedented bushfires in Tasmania’s world heritage areas,
and rapid melting of polar ice caps and glaciers demonstrate that the planet is already too hot.
Tackling the climate crisis must be a priority for all levels of government if we're to protect
communities and the natural world from what the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
describe will be “catastrophic” impacts.i
Unfortunately Australia's emissions are continuing to rise due to policy failure at the national level. Data
from the Australia Government Department of the Environment and Energy released in August 2019
confirms that greenhouse gas emissions are increasing in Australia, with national emissions rising by 3.1
milliion tonnes in the 12 months to March 2019 (0.6 percent increase from the previous year), reaching
538.9 million tonnes.ii
This trend of rising emissions in Australia has continued every year since the repeal of the national carbon
price in 2014. This failure leaves Victorian communities exposed to intensifying impacts such as
heatwaves, droughts, bushfires, extreme weather, and rising sea levels.
Additionally, in September, the Australian Medical Association (AMA) declared climate change a health
emergency, with Dr Tony Bartone, the President of the AMA, saying the science suggests climate change
will:iii
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affect human health and wellbeing by increasing the situations in which infectious [vector-borne] diseases
can be transmitted, and through more extreme weather events, particularly heatwaves. Climate change
will cause injury and mortality from increasingly severe weather events. Climate change will cause
increases in the transmission of vector-borne diseases. Climate change will cause food insecurity resulting
from declines in agricultural outputs. Climate change will cause a higher incidence of mental ill-health.
These effects are already being observed internationally and in Australia. There is no doubt that climate
change is a health emergency.
Victoria has an opportunity to lead the Australian response on climate by setting science-based interim
Emissions Reduction Targets that keep global warming below 1.5°C. Bold and ambitious Emissions
Reduction Targets from the Victorian government can steer our state towards a cleaner, fairer, and
more sustainable economy. It will position our state to attract jobs and investment as the global
economy decarbonises.
Additionally, it will continue Victoria's nation-leading roll out of renewable energy and set the scene for
the development of a jobs-rich offshore wind industry. Deep emissions cuts will drive growth of the
Public Transport sector as well as positive changes to agricultural practices and management of our
carbon-dense native forests.

OBSERVED CLIMATE IMPACTS:
Whilst the impacts of climate change are being felt across the state, the most common issues facing
Victorians relate to agricultural problems, coastal erosion, increased bushfires, and snow level decline.
Friends of the Earth have developed an online interactive map to track climate impacts in our state and
educate the community.iv
Increased heatwaves have caused issues for farmers in northern Victoria. A poultry farmer in Wangaratta
lost over 40 chickens, dying from heat despite his best efforts to keep them cool; in Porepunkah, berry
growers lost two weeks worth of crops; and winemakers in Milawa have noticed a significant reduction
in grape quality this season compared to recent years.
Sea level rise and intensifying storm surges have impacted infrastructure along coastal Victoria. Beach
access ramps have been destroyed in Queenscliff, along with roads in Point Fairy, pedestrian paths in
Point Lonsdale, and beach boxes in Mount Martha.
Statewide, Victoria has become substantially drier, with bushfires increasing, and the period of 2000 to
2019 seeing a 67 percent increase in total fire bans compared to the preceding two decades. In Victoria,
the Kinglake bushfires in 2009 were Australia’s deadliest to date, killing 173 people, more than one
million wild and domesticated animals, and destroying 450,000 hectares of land.
The Alpine region is particularly vulnerable to climate change. The region has seen a temperature rise of
1.4°C since the 1950s and as a result snow depths have decreased along with spatial extent of snow
cover. The region’s biodiversity is particularly sensitive, with Bogong moth numbers decreasing by
millions and the pygmy possum population decreasing by 87 percent since 1996.
EXAMPLES OF COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP:
In all corners of the state one can see inspiring examples of local activism: info nights, market stalls,
radio shows, podcasts, community energy projects, citizen science, tree planting, art projects,
community gardens, candidates’ forums, policy work, and advocacy.
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Below are some examples of community leadership:
Hepburn Wind and the Z-NET Plan
Hepburn Wind cooperative was set up in 2007 to build Australia’s first community-owned wind farm. In
2010 the community’s vision became a reality. The two turbines atop Leonard’s Hill, named Gale and
Gusto, started generating enough electricity to power all the homes in Daylesford and Hepburn Springs.
The success of the community-owned Hepburn Wind farm has encouraged the shire to show leadership
on climate change. In April 2019, the Hepburn Shire became the first in the state to prepare a plan for
the entire municipality to achieve zero-net emissions by 2030.v The project, which was enabled by state
government funding, has resulted in an analytical framework which other jurisdictions can rollout to cut
emissions. Testament to the quality of the “Z-NET Plan”, those involved won a Premier’s Sustainability
Award.vi
Tarnagulla community tackling climate impacts
Tarnagulla resident Linda Kennedy’s concern abut climate impacts in her region inspired her to put apply
for state government funding to help build community resiliency. The Central Goldfields town of
Tarnagulla is surrounded by bush and has been cut off by floodwaters in the early 2010s. Hotter and
drier conditions in the region have increased the risk of heatwaves and bushfires. Despite the increased
risk, the town has seen the CFA membership contract from 45 to just 10.
With funding from the Victorian Climate Change Innovation Partnerships Grant Scheme,vii the Tarnagulla
Alternative Energy Group has partnered with RMIT University and emergency response agencies to
develop a community resilience plan.viii
Inverloch citizen science tracks coastal impacts
Bass Coast citizen scientist Aileen Vening has documented the impact of accelerating sea level rise and
intensifying storm surges on the Inverloch coast. Vening documented over 40 metres of beach
erosion since 2012. Vening’s work gained significant media attention and was presented at a town hall
meeting attended by over 150 people in June.ix
The advocacy of Aileen Vening, the Bass Coast Climate Action Network, and South Gippsland
Conservation Society has resulted in the release of emergency funds to help arrest the problem. The
state government will provide $1.15 million for short term fixes to protect the surf club and Bunurong
Road.x
Community Climate Action Groups
Community climate action groups have emerged in all corners of the state over the last decade and a
half. One of them, the Lighter Footprints group in Hawthorn and Kew, excels at community education
and awareness raising campaigns. The group hosts public events on climate impacts and solutions every
few months that are attended by hundreds of community members.xi
Community Energy Groups
The emergence of community energy groups across Victoria over the last decade is a valued companion
to climate action groups. These community groups focus on rolling out practical solutions to rein in
emissions—i.e: solar bulk-buy programs and energy efficiency programs.
Stand out groups include Totally Renewable Yackandandah,xii Renewable Newstead,xiii and Natimukxiv
Community Energy with the aim for their towns to be entirely powered by renewable energy.
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Community Power Hubs
Community power hubs in Ballarat, Bendigo, and the Latrobe Valley and supporting local efforts to
generate renewable energy and capture the economic benefits of the transition. Community power
hubs attract entrepreneurial people in the community who can apply their skills to cut emissions and
diversify the local economy.
Climate Emergency Declarations
As a result of advocacy from community members, various local councils have passed motions declaring
a ‘climate emergency.’ It is envisioned that council’s who declare emergencies follow up the motion by
allocating local government resources to rein in emissions. The Darebin Council became the first to
declare in 2016, with the Bass Coast Shire Council and Maribyrnong City Council among the most recent
additions in Victoria.
Relocation in farming communities
In agricultural communities, some farmers have decided it is in their best interest to relocate. In Milawa
for example a large wine producer has recently bought land in Tasmania with intention to relocate
production further south. Meanwhile a prominent dairy farmer has relocated from Katunga to
Wonthaggi.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR GOVERNMENT:
Victorian communities have shown a strong desire to combat climate change. However, only so much
can be done at the local and individual level. By working, consulting, and engaging with communities we
have identified seven key ways the state government can support Victorian communities in tackling
climate change.
1. Set science-based emission-reductions targets
Australia’s emissions are rising due to policy failure at the national level. This leaves Victorian
communities exposed to intensifying impacts such as heatwaves, droughts, bushfires, extreme weather,
and rising sea levels. Victoria has an opportunity to put the country back on track.
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The Andrews government will soon set interim Emissions Reduction Target for 2025 and 2030. With
climate impacts occurring much faster than scientists predicted it is essential to do the hard work now.
We cannot afford to kick the can down the road.
The Andrews government can show national leadership by setting science-based targets that that keep
global warming to less than 1.5°C. The Combet Report identifies a target of at least 43 percent below
2005 levels by 2025 would be required to give us any chance of meeting that goal.

Graph: Combet Report, page 53

A heavier lift up front of a 57 percent reduction by 2025 and 75 percent by 2030 would give Victoria the
carbon budget needed to meet the 1.5°C challenge by 2050—the legislated deadline for zero-net
emissions in the state.

Figure 5.2 from the Combet Report (with FoE analysis on a 1.5°C compliant ‘carbon budget’ to 2050)

The IPCC recommend keeping global warming to less than 1.5°C to avoid disastrous consequences to
biodiversity and ecosystem loss and extinction; sea level rise; extreme on-land heat and droughts;
extreme precipitation and flooding; and climate-related risks to human health; livelihoods; food
security; water supply; human security; and economic growth.
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2. Show bi-partisan support for the Climate Change Act 2017
People of all political persuasions are taking action on climate because its effects do not discriminate.
We believe the Victorian Parliament can play act as a role model educating the community about
climate change.
Bipartisan support for the Climate Change Act 2017—which enshrines the target of net-zero emission by
2050 into law and sets out the process for target setting, among other things—is an essential step.
A public commitment to the Climate Act from opposition leader Michael O’Brien and the Coalition
would give communities confidence that efforts to rein in emissions will continue regardless of which
party forms government.
3. Set up a dedicated Victorian Climate Change Action fund
The demand for funding at the community level has outpaced what’s on offer and it’s time for the
government to catch up.
In 2017, the Andrews government established a $4.3 million Victorian Climate Change Innovation
Partnerships (VCCIP) Grant Scheme to provide start-up funding for community groups, local councils,
and businesses. The grant scheme was dramatically oversubscribed. Despite receiving more than 240
applications, there was only enough funding to support 24 projects (nine out of ten applications missed
out on a grant). Friends of the Earth estimate that a fund of $70 million would have been needed to
support the climate change efforts of all those who applied.
A dedicated $100 million Victorian Climate Change Action Fund (VCCAF) would fill a key gap. Given that
climate impacts and solutions are highly context-specific, a statewide fund would help communities
rollout projects that are relevant to their needs.
4. Deliver Victoria’s first climate change budget
Each year the government demonstrates its values and priorities in the budget. And Victoria has never
had a budget focussed on driving climate action.
If the state is to achieve the objectives of the Climate Change Act 2017, deliver emissions cuts, and
implement the forthcoming Climate Strategy and Climate Adaptation Plans, the government will need to
make a down payment on action by making climate action the focus of a state budget.
Yet the Climate Budget concept is not just about the level of investment, it’s about better accounting
and transparency. The government cannot afford to fly blind when it comes to the climate impact of
public spending. The Department of Treasury and Finance will have to adopt tools to evaluate the
climate dimension of budget decisions to ensure investment flows to initiatives that cut emissions, not
increase them.xv
5. Show a commitment to climate justice
The onus for cutting emissions should be on those most responsible for producing them. It would be
unjust to place the burden onto those who have experienced systematic mistreatment and
environmental racism whilst also contributing the least to the problem, as well as and onto future
generations.
Climate change exacerbates economic, social and health inequities, disproportionately negatively
affecting individuals who are vulnerable and/or part of marginalised or oppressed populations in
society. Equity must be central to climate action.
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Victorian politicians can show a commitment to fair and just outcomes by (among other things):xvi
•
•
•

Ensuring communities on the frontline of climate impacts are consulted and prioritised in the
development of climate policy;
Consulting and collaborating with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
Supporting communities dependent on fossil fuels and extractive industries through a just the
transition.

6. Scale up transition support
Tackling climate change means cutting emissions in the electricity, transport and agricultural sectors, as
well as and across the whole economy. Communities currently dependent on fossil fuels and extractive
industries will see a lot of change in the years ahead.
The establishment of a dedicated Minister for Transition and scaling up the Latrobe Valley Authority into
a statewide Just Transition Authority are two practical steps to give communities the support they need
to prosper as Victoria moves towards a zero-carbon economy.
Friends of the Earth elaborate on this suggestion in our report, Transforming Victoria: Creating jobs
while cutting emissions.xvii
7. Establish a public education campaign on climate action
Leadership from the Victorian Premier and government can emphasise the importance of climate action
for the general public and deliver results.
In the 2000s, the Bracks government undertook a public education campaign to build consensus for
tackling excessive water use during the Millennium drought. Victorians rose to the challenge, changed
their behaviour, and helped the state achieve dramatic water savings dramatic water savings.xviii
The Victorian government can draw inspiration from this approach and embark on a public education
campaign that elevates climate action as a state priority.

CONCLUSION:
Friends of the Earth commend the submissions of community members who are concerned about
climate impacts and want to see Victoria act as a role model for cutting emissions.
If this submission requires additional information or clarification, we can be contacted on
.
Friends of the Earth Melbourne look forward to seeing the committee’s final report.
Kind regards,
Leigh Ewbank
Act on Climate coordinator

Cam Walker
Campaigns coordinator
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