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Terms of Reference
An inquiry into what urban, rural and regional communities in Victoria are doing to tackle climate
change and how the Victorian Government could support these communities to the Environment and
Planning Committee for consideration and report no later than 30 June 2020.

Strathbogie Forest: Community Climate Change Action
Introduction
This submission from Save Our Strathbogie Forest (SOSF) describes the climate change actions
implemented by the local community, centred on the protection of the Strathbogie Forest in the
Goulburn Broken Catchment.
The community deeply understands that the Strathbogie Forest, along with all native vegetation
in the Strathbogie Ranges, is critical in addressing the impacts of climate change on the region.
Community climate change action is informed by the science related to climate change, from local
citizen science activities to the Victorian, Australian and global climate science reports.
We strongly believe that the Strathbogie Forest and all Victorian native forests, woodlands and
grasslands are an essential part of the green infrastructure that keeps the country and its people
healthy and will become increasingly important in coming decades.

The community’s key concerns relating to climate change include:




Community health: connectedness to nature is essential to mental and physical health; positive
and constructive community participation in forest walks and other nature-based activities;
individual and community empowerment and affirmation through experiencing forest
ecosystems.
Catchment health: the Strathbogie Ranges have lost 74% of their original native vegetation;
stream flow and water quality; carbon sequestration and storage; nature conservation.







Forest resilience and forest health: specific factors affecting health and diversity of a semiautonomous landscape system; habitat degradation and increased bushfire risk in logged forests;
risks to forest regeneration following logging.
Species extinction rates: 27 vulnerable native species exist in the Strathbogie Forest, one
invertebrate, 11 birds, five mammals, and 15 plants have been documented to date. Two well
known threatened species are the greater glider and powerful owl and two mammal species
(spot-tailed quoll, yellow-bellied glider) have become extinct in the region in the last 30 years;
The government’s failure to conserve the forest as a resource for the future against the impacts
of climate change.
The Strathbogie Forest community brought people together from different backgrounds, ages and
roles, including parents, social workers, businesses, agrarians, educationalists, environmentalists,
bee-keepers, health workers and local government. A variety of opportunities were offered to the
community to contribute to local climate change action. Many community members were involved
in different kinds of direct action, sometimes in groups of 50, such as placing protection posters
on threatened trees, blockading logging trucks and discovering that much of the logged forest was
shipped to Asian ports as whole logs.
Other events included forest summits and
walks, organised musical events and
dances to promote the importance of the
forest to people's well being. A group of
younger people with links to the local
environment organised a large musical
gathering and fund-raising event in
Melbourne. School children told their
stories of the forest through art exhibitions
and sculptures. For people to have hope,
we found they needed constructive outlets
for action and empowerment. The SOSF
forest campaign incorporated many forms
of action and provided a wide variety of
community engagement opportunities to
empower people and communities
providing hope for a safe future for our
climate.

Our Community Climate Change Action addresses three important issues:
1. Acknowledging, understanding and maximising carbon stocks.
2. Nature conservation and biodiversity protection.
3. Community wellbeing.

Carbon
The 24,000 ha Strathbogie Forest represents a substantial carbon store estimated at 3.4 million
tonnes (Carbon Stocks in the Strathbogie Ranges unpubl. report, Forests Alive 2016). By
managing the forest for nature-based tourism and nature conservation (and excluding logging),
carbon stocks will not only be maintained, but will increase. The Interim Emissions Reduction
Target for Victoria (2021-2030) report recognizes the significant potential of avoiding
deforestation and improved forest management on public land, to minimize emissions.
Actions include:


Commissioned a report Carbon Stocks in the Strathbogie Ranges (2016), which assessed potential
carbon emissions from logging and carbon storage opportunities from forest protection.





Community education on the forest as a C sink.
Applied to the Victorian Government for funding, for a community-led purchase (using incentive
payments) of available carbon credits in areas to be logged.
Research on carbon policies, grants, and strategies implemented nationally and internationally.

Nature conservation and biodiversity protection
The community passionately believes in the rights of all flora and fauna in the Strathbogie forest
to exist, thrive and flourish. Although this is central to ‘Protecting Victoria’s Environment Biodiversity 2037’ and ‘Goulburn Broken Catchment Biodiversity Strategy 2016-2021’, the reality
has been that the forest has been degraded by ongoing logging. The Goulburn Broken CMA's
climate-change adaptation plan identified the Strathbogie Forest had high asset values and high
adaptive capacity that was being placed at risk from logging. The community resolved to educate
and advocate until the integrity and biodiversity of the Strathbogie Forest was protected.
Actions include:












Preventing and minimizing logging: direct community
action, road blocks, site interventions.
Mainstream and online media: interviews on TV and radio,
news items on TV, articles in The Age, The Guardian, local
Euroa Gazette and surrounding rural/regional
newspapers, SOSF blog , FB pages, Twitter.
Community citizen science in the Strathbogie forest to
collect data on threatened and vulnerable species and
other native fauna.
Meetings with the Victorian Environment Minister in her
office and on a Strathbogie Forest visit.
Increasing community’s knowledge of threatened species
(eg. Greater Glider and Powerful Owl) through
information sessions.
Workshops and field trips: habitat assessment, fauna
survey, fungi, moths etc.
Short film on Strathbogie Forest climate action at
Swanpool Environmental Film Festival.
Art projects: with school children on the flora and fauna of
the forest, public exhibitions.

Community Wellbeing (economic, social and physical)
Protecting Victoria’s Environment - Biodiversity 2037 estimates that public visits to parks save

Victoria between $80 to $200 million per annum from avoidance of disease, mortality and lost
productivity. The Strathbogie Forest community explored the many different ways in which their
healthy forest is life-sustaining and nurtures their psychological, spiritual and physical health and
wellbeing.
Actions include:







Catchment health/ecosystem services: stream flow and water quality; water security.
Improved economic opportunity: nature-based tourism, indigenous cultural tourism, diversified
income streams for local producers, hardwood plantations.
Promoting the importance of a healthy Strathbogie Forest to the surrounding communities, to
catchment managers, to DELWP.
Forest walks to appreciate the emotional, physical and spiritual enhancements from being in the
forest.
The Great Strathbogie Trail: a tracks and trails concept for improving access and enjoyment of the
Strathbogie Forest.
Positive campaigns on health benefits of forests through media.





Our Strathbogie FB Page: pledges by many community members on why the Strathbogie Forest is
important to them (insert link).
Art inspirations from the forest with students.
Art exhibitions of forest flora and fauna (eg. https://strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/2017/10/27/2017honeysuckle-art-show-forest-celebration/)




Community involvement in positive action through fundraising, t-shirt making, post card making.
Concerts with local artists featuring songs on the benefits of the forest to human wellbeing (eg
https://strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/2018/05/28/voices-for-the-forest/)..

Climate action achievements
The SOSF engaged with the traditional owners the Taungurang Clans Aboriginal Corporation and
brought together local artists, educators, scientists, filmmakers, environmentalists, regenerative
farmers and others who shared the commitment to protecting the forest. The action outcomes
locally, across north-east Victoria and beyond include:









Peaceful direct action successfully delaying logging and drawing media attention to forest and
climate change issues (links).
Strathbogie Community Bushfire Planning Group – establishment of this group was enabled by
the advocacy of SOSF, it’s membership and local community.
Publication of ‘Protecting the Strathbogie Forest’, a report that documents the arguments and
actions necessary for protection of the Strathbogie Forest
(https://strathbogiesustainableforests.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/protectingthestrathbogieforest_web_2.pdf).
Strathbogie GG population acknowledged by the Victorian government to be of regional
significance (https://strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/2019/02/12/estimating-the-density-of-the-greater-glider-inthe-strathbogie-ranges/).
Strathbogie Shire Council has adopted a policy calling for a halt to native forest logging
(https://strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/2018/10/17/3440/).
In its most recent review of the Timber Release Plan, all Strathbogie Forest coupes were removed
from the TRP (https://strathbogiesustainableforests.wordpress.com/2019/05/11/strathbogie-forest-logging-coupes-gone/).

Local groups and committees we work with:











Euroa Environment Group
Friends of the Seven Creeks, Euroa
Strathbogie Forest Transition Committee, Strathbogie
Shire
Strathbogie Community Bushfire Planning Group
Strathbogie Landcare Group, Strthbogie
Swanpool and District Land Protection Group,
Swanpool
Honeysuckle Recreational & Environment Precinct,
Violet Town
Strathbogie Ranges Conservation Management
Network
North East Apiarists Association
Central Victorian Biolinks Alliance

Next steps for the Strathbogie Forest community climate change action




Transitioning the Strathbogie Forest out of native forest logging, to diverse, nature-based
economic opportunities, including culture trails, farm stay, eco-tourism and hardwood plantations
on already cleared land.
Permanent protection of the Strathbogie Forest, its carbon stocks and forest diversity, through
formal conservation status.
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