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Committee Manager
Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Committee
Parliament House
Spring Street
East Melbourne VIC 3002

Dear Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Committee

Re: City of Wodonga's submission to the Inquiry into Tackling
Climate Change in Victorian Communities
Thank you for the invitation to respond to the above inquiry. Please see the
City of Wodonga's response below.

• Actions being taken by community members and organisations to
mitigate the severity of climate change, including actions to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions
Renewable Albury Wodonga - Renewable Albury Wodonga Energy (RAW
Energy) Inc. is a group of active citizens working to increase the uptake of
renewable energy in Albury Wodonga.
RAW Energy believes that our community can develop renewable energy
projects that will reduce reliance on fossil fuels and provide an economic,
social and environmental advantage to our community.
The Wodonga Council auspiced a project with RAW Energy Inc. funded
through the Climate Change Innovation Grant program. The Wodonga
Community Solar project responds innovatively to climate change by
implementing a working example of a community renewable energy model
that provides opportunities and benefits to the entire community.
The model seeks to help low income households and renters gain some of
the benefits derived from PV solar with the development of an energy
hardship benefit program. A range of community investment information
and community engagement sessions will be delivered through the
development of the working model and benefit program. This project builds
on the completed feasibility study and business case.
RAW Energy Inc. are also working with Beyond Housing to assist with
reducing energy usage through installing 4kW solar systems onto ten
properties. These properties will also have an Ubi™ system which will assist
the property owners to monitor their energy use. The project will also
provide guidance/ education on reducing energy use measures.

The Wodonga Council has an energy efficiency program that allocates funds
annually to improving the energy efficiency of council owned and managed
buildings.
This program has put PV solar panels on several buildings, installed/
replaced to LED lights, installed motion sensors, variable speed drives,
provided energy meter readers available to the public to measure their
home appliances energy use and run energy efficiency workshops for staff
and community to assist people with reading energy accounts and discover
ways to reduce their energy use.
Wodonga council has introduced the three bin system to residential
properties this has seen a "71.43% kerbside collection waste diverted from
landfill"- http://knowyourcouncil. vic.gov.aujcounci/sjwodongajreportsjsummary
Wodonga Council has introduced nine hybrid vehicles to reduce emissions
in the fleet.

• Actions by community members and organisations to adapt to the
current and future impacts of climate change
Wodonga Albury towards Climate Health (WATCH) are a local community
group. They actively advocate for action on human-induced climate change.
WATCH assists people of the Albury-Wodonga region to clarify concerns
about climate change and effectively express them to community leaders
and decision-makers. WATCH has a core committee of about 10 people and
our monthly e-mail newsletter WATCHWORD goes out to over 800 people.
The North East Region Sustainability Alliance (NERSA) is a local network of
like-minded people who act as a hub to promote and build on positive action
through coordination and collaboration between community groups, local
government and other agencies with a focus on sustainability in our region
and nati9nally.
Ecoportal is a website (was first published in March 2012) and is the result
of a collaborative and committed effort by many representatives from
various community groups working towards sustainability in and around
Albury-Wodonga, North East Victoria and Southern New South Wales.
The Wodonga Urban Landcare Network supports community members and
land owners to undertake land management across the municipality of ·
Wodonga. This work is supported by a part time coordinator and a
committee of volunteers. The volunteers undertake revegetation projects,
seed collection, weed control, advocacy and education.
Albury ·wodonga Regional Foodshare (AWRFS) provides 25,000 meals a
week to people in need across our region. AWRFS rescues and shares food
and meals with welfare agencies, schools and neighbourhood houses in the
Albury Wodonga region. This not only provides nutritional food for those in
need but reduces the volume of food waste that ends up in landfill.

• Ways in which the government can best support communities in
their efforts
1. Continue to provide funding for communities and local government to
achieve local on-ground actions to adapt/innovate to mitigate/reduce
the impacts of climate change;
2.

Lead and support the community through introducing legislation,
stewardship and financial support/incentives to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions;

3. · Provide financial means to ensure there are refuge/infrastructure
facilities available to support those that aren't able to afford the rising
energy costs caused by the impacts of climate change i.e. refuge
centres for bushfires and extreme weather events;
4.

Provide incentives for carbon sequestration in all forms i.e. planting
indigenous trees, activated carbon, protecting and enhancing forested
areas; and

5.

Provide incentives for industry and innovators to continue to improve
the efficiency and end use of products.

Again, thank you for the invitation to respond to the Tackling Climate Change
in Victorian Communities inquiry, and I trust that this provides you with some
useful insights into the work the Wodonga City Council and its community is
engaged in .
·

Yours faithfully,

Mark Dixon
Chief Executive Officer

