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Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities
The Bass Coast Climate Action Network (BCCAN) welcomes this inquiry as a means for communities to
share what they are doing to address climate change, to facilitate collaborative action, and to enable the
state government to provide appropriate support for these actions.
BCCAN is based in South Gippsland. The focus of our action is driven by changes along our coastline –
particularly erosion, and by the impacts of climate change on agriculture, biodiversity and rural
communities.












BCCAN was formed in early 2019 to educate our community about the science, the costs and the
opportunities being presented by this climate crisis. Bringing people together means more
conversations and a stronger base for effective action.
BCCAN has run a film night ‘Accelerate’ followed by a panel discussion with a range of local
speakers. We held a forum in Inverloch with speakers with climate science expertise – global and
local.
BCCAN has petitioned the Bass Coast Shire Council (BCSC) to declare a climate emergency,
which it did at its August 2019 meeting. More than 1100 signatures were received during 3 months,
including about 200 students’. This has been a very effective way to reach a large cross section of
the community and provide them with a voice.
We supported the South Gippsland Conservation Society’s showing of the film ‘2040’ – more than
300 tickets were sold. More conversations about climate change and solutions were shared.
We had a letter writing campaign to the local newspaper.
A booklet ‘What You Can Do’ was produced and is distributed at events.
BCSC has monthly community connections sessions. We have made presentations at three in the
last nine months.
These events provide a platform for launching new actions such as a major tree planting (SGCS), a
‘Music for Climate’ event later this year, and the Energy Innovation Co-operative’s ‘Totally
Renewable Phillip Island’ initiative.
What can the state government do to support our community/action?
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This inquiry will enable community members and the government to share ideas – early
publication of these ideas would be welcome.
Assist with upskilling of Councillors and Council Officers in light of the ‘Climate Emergency’
declaration.
BCSC & BCCAN are beginning a conversation about priorities & possible action. Initial
suggestions for actions that will not be expensive & will show results in a short time frame
include support for:
 a local ride sharing scheme
 more micro-grids including the Energy Innovation Co-operative’s Totally Renewable
Phillip Island
 a well-funded and regulated energy efficiency program
 installation of dashboards (in schools & community centres) as shown on ‘2040’ –
indicating real time energy consumption
 farmers to increase tree-planting and other carbon farming projects

Priorities but on a longer time frame:
Development of an eco-living centre to focus on educating the community about climate
change and demonstrate measures people can take to reduce their carbon footprint.

BCCAN is not seeking confidentiality.
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this inquiry.
Sincerely
Aileen Vening
for Bass Coast Climate Action Network
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