Climate Change Inquiry
Submission S076
Received 26/08/2019
Victorian Legislative Assembly Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian
Communities
SUBMISSION FROM WARRANDYTE CLIMATE ACTION NOW
Introduction
1.

Warrandyte Climate Action Now (known as WarrandyteCAN) is an incorporated community
advocacy group committed to promoting urgent action on climate change. It was founded in
2007 by a number of concerned Warrandyte residents who wanted to better inform the
community about climate change and its impacts, and the need to do what we can to limit
global warming.

2.

At the time of its formation, WarrandyteCAN adopted a mission statement which was to Communicate with the local community on the urgent need to take immediate action on
climate change, to raise awareness and help empower people to act to significantly
reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

3.

Since 2007 the climate crisis has worsened, and it is clear that we face a catastrophic future
unless we can limit global warming by reducing our greenhouse gas emissions and our ongoing
dependence on fossil fuels. However, despite the severity of the situation and the support
WarrandyteCAN has received, we have encountered a significant level of apathy and
detachment in the community with regard to climate change. We believe one of the key
reasons for this is the failure of governments at all levels to recognise that we are facing a crisis
and respond accordingly.

4.

WarrandyteCAN contends that the best way the State government can support communities
(including local councils) is to show strong and visible leadership in the climate crisis. The
starting point for such leadership should be to declare a climate emergency, as is occurring in a
growing number of jurisdictions in Australia and internationally. However, a declaration alone
is not enough: the government also needs to develop a comprehensive emergency action plan.
WarrandyteCAN’s activities

5.

Over the years, WarrandyteCAN through its committee members has engaged in a wide range
of activities in the nature of climate action:(a)

It has conducted information nights on diverse topics relating to climate change, such as
renewable energy, divestment, deforestation, and the health impacts of climate change.

(b)

It has shown films relevant to climate change, such as This Changes Everything, Frackman
and Anthropocene.

(c)

It has participated in local festivals and events such as the Practically Green Festival
(Eltham, October 2016) and the Sustainable Living Festival (Melbourne, February 2018).

(d)

It has held three Expos showcasing a wide range of goods and services for people
interested in action that they could take individually to reduce their carbon footprint,
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ranging from solar energy and home insulation to growing vegetables. These Expos were
well attended – in one case by about 1,000 people.
(e)

Long before the Victorian ban on plastic bags, WarrandyteCAN (in conjunction with the
local IGA supermarket) conducted a campaign to get rid of plastic bags in Warrandyte.

(f)

Committee members have written and published articles relating to climate change in the
local media, especially in WarrandyteCAN’s monthly column in the Warrandyte Diary.

(g)

WarrandyteCAN has developed a social media presence by way of its Facebook page
which was set up in about 2015.

(h)

It has engaged with political representatives on climate change and climate action,
including -

(i)

6.



local federal MPs Kevin Andrews (Menzies) and Jenny Macklin (former Member
for Jagajaga); and



Manningham Councillors Michelle Kleinert (when formerly Mayor of
Manningham) and Sophie Galbally.1

It has organised or participated in protests supporting urgent climate action including
stopping the Adani coal mine. One example was our regular protests outside Mr Andrews’
office in Doncaster Road on Fridays before the federal election in May this year.

Over the last couple of years, in response to feedback from its supporters, WarrandyteCAN has
become more activist in its approach, placing greater emphasis on the need to lobby politicians
and governments to take effective climate action.
The climate crisis

7.

It is beyond question that we are facing a climate crisis. Anyone who may be in any doubt
about this should see the BBC documentary shown on the ABC on 11 August 2019.2
Narrated by David Attenborough, this hour-long documentary clearly summarises world
scientific opinion that 
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global warming is increasing and driving climate change;
this will have increasingly severe impacts for our planet and ourselves;
there is now unequivocal evidence that global warming is caused by human activities
including burning fossil fuels for energy and deforestation;
we still have time to act to limit global warming, but time is running out and we need
to act urgently;

WarrandyteCAN has recently written to the current Mayor of Manningham and its CEO to arrange a
meeting to discuss the Council declaring a climate emergency. At the time of writing, we are waiting on
their response.
The ABC has advised that this can be viewed on ABC iview until 9 December at:
https://iview.abc.net.au/show/climate-change-the-facts/video/ZW2018A001S00
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there are good alternatives to using fossil fuels that produce carbon dioxide, but we
need to transition to renewable energy sources much faster than we have been
doing; and
the costs of making this transition are significant, but are dwarfed by the costs of
inaction.

8.

Likewise, in October last year, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) released
its Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5oC, in which the world’s scientists issued a dire
warning about the devastating impacts of global warming higher than 1.5oC above pre-industrial
levels.3

9.

The report found that by 2030 we have to reduce our carbon emissions by 45% below 2010
levels to keep the average global temperature rise to no more than 1.5oC. Whereas if
greenhouse gas pollution continues at the present rate, human-driven warming will exceed
1.5oC between 2030 and 2052.4

10. The report also found that Australia is one of the most vulnerable developed countries to the
impacts of climate change but is contributing little to the solutions.5
Responding to the crisis
11.

WarrandyteCAN contends that no government can effectively respond to the climate crisis
unless it acknowledges that one exists. So understandably we are now seeing a growing number
of jurisdictions in Australia and around the world (i.e. nations, sub-national states or territories,
and numerous councils) declaring a climate emergency. Currently well over 900 have done so6,
including:
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United Kingdom (non-binding resolution passed by the House of Commons);
Greater London Council;
Wales;
Scotland;
Republic of Ireland;
Canada (House of Commons);
Council of Paris;
Milan City Council;
Turin City Council;
Cologne City Council;

See: https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/ ;
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/11/pr_181008_P48_spm_en.pdf.
See the Key Findings section in the Climate Council’s summary of the IPCC report entitled The good, the
bad and the ugly: Limiting temperature rise to 1.5°C by Prof. Will Steffen, Dr Martin Rice and Dr Annika
Dean (Climate Council of Australia, 2018), p. III.
Ibid.
For details of most of the emergency declarations, see: https://climateemergencydeclaration.org/climateemergency-declarations-cover-15-million-citizens/.
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12.

Bonn City Council;
Warsaw City Council;
Catalonia (Autonomous Community, Spain);
Portugal;
Argentina (Senate);
New York City Council;
City and County of San Francisco;
Australian Capital Territory;
Sydney City Council;
Hobart City Council;
Adelaide Hills Council;
Darwin City Council;
Freemantle City Council.

Local councils in Victoria that have made emergency declarations to date include the following:









13.

14.

Melbourne City Council;
Darebin City Council;
Maribyrnong City Council;
Moreland City Council;
Yarra City Council;
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council;
Ballarat City Council;
Indigo Shire Council;
Bass Coast Shire Council.

As a very prosperous and progressive State, Victoria is well placed to show strong and visible
leadership in the climate crisis. WarrandyteCAN believes that this can best be achieved by –
(a)

firstly, making a climate emergency declaration; and

(b)

then developing and implementing a comprehensive plan for addressing the emergency at
State level7, which could act as a high-level filter for the incorporation of suitable existing
climate action policies and measures as well as the formulation of new ones.

We contend that such an approach would –
(a)

enable vital political, moral and other support to be provided to community climate action
groups (like WarrandyteCAN) throughout Victoria in their efforts locally to address climate
change and reduce greenhouse gas emissions;

(b)

provide the impetus to more and more municipal councils to declare a climate emergency
and develop their own emergency plans; and

7

For an example of such a plan at Council level, see the City of Darebin’s Climate Emergency Plan 20172022 at: https://s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/ehq-productionaustralia/d56ca201157ab0fa99917bf358a0b37502fd807b/documents/attachments/000/079/292/original
/Darebin_Climate_Emergency_Plan_lo-res_-_web-ready_June_1_2018.pdf?1527830276.
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(c)

15.

establish Victoria as a national, as well as international, leader with regard to climate
action - which we see as especially important in view of the denialist, business-as-usual
stance of the current federal government.

We invite the committee to contact WarrandyteCAN should any further information be required.

Jeff Cranston
President
for and on behalf of WarrandyteCAN

26th August 2019
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