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Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities
Background
The Environment and Planning Committee has requested submissions regarding what urban, rural
and regional communities in Victoria are doing to tackle climate change and how the Victorian
Government could support these communities.
In this submission I have taken the broadest interpretation of how the Victorian Government can
support these communities (and initiatives) including introducing financial penalties for those who
do not participate, a form of user pays.

Subject – Forestry
Background
Maintaining our forests, supported by re‐afforestation is essential if we are to meet our emission
targets. However, our current actions do not show us heading in the right direction. A recent article
in the Guardian highlights some of the issues:
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/aug/23/melbourne‐loses‐15000‐megalitres‐of‐
water‐annually‐from‐logging‐study‐finds

Community action
There are community groups that run tree planting projects. I am aware of one that runs three tree
planting weekends a year and involves 20 local schools, volunteers from universities, walking clubs,
church groups, bird observers, scouts and environment groups.

How the Government can support this action
Groups like these always require support, and with that support the number of groups could grow.
However, what is really needed is for the Victorian government to stop, or to severely restrict
logging and to promote the re‐wilding of pasture land with Australian Natives. Community groups
planting trees cannot hope to combat the significant damage caused by the current levels of logging.

Subject – Water management
Background
Victorian water supplies are diminishing and water will become a rare commodity if the future.
Climate change will put pressure on water supplies.
However management of our water catchments (refer again to article from the Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/aug/23/melbourne‐loses‐15000‐megalitres‐of‐
water‐annually‐from‐logging‐study‐finds ) is ineffective and management of water rights needs
improvement. Overall water management in Australia has been dire.

Community action
Communities are taking actions to store water or use it more conservatively, with residents and
businesses storing water.
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How the Government can support this action
The Victorian Government can put a stop to the inefficient and damaging logging of forests and can
focus on the effective management of water rights, using an environmental and not an economic
focus.

Energy saving in leasehold properties
Background
Great progress has been made in improving the efficiency of homes in Victoria with the introduction
of standards for new homes and the schemes supporting light bulb replacement and insulation of
properties.
However, one section of the community, has largely missed out on this improvement in housing
standards through no fault of their own. That group is those people who rent, often people who
have not have the opportunity to purchase their own homes.

Community action
Despite not having the advantages of energy efficient homes I am aware that many people in rental
properties try to do their best for the environment, often purchasing green energy despite the
higher price.

How the Government can support this action
Government could manage the transition of rental properties to energy efficient properties by
mandating minimum efficiency ratings for properties with the rules to be applied when there is a
change of tenants. The required standard could be raised slowly over time to bring the energy
efficiency of rental properties up to a standard similar to that of owned properties.

Subject‐ Community micro‐grids
Background
I am aware of communities within Melbourne and outside wishing to establish micro‐grids. Very
often this interest goes nowhere due to technical complexities, issues with existing infrastructure
providers and other market participants.

Community action
I am unaware of significant community action due to barriers to entry.

How the Government can support this action
The Victorian government is well placed to provide essential information to communities interested
in establishing micro grids and to remove barriers to implementation.

Subject – Transition to green energy
Background
Many consumers in Victoria would like to purchase green energy but the option to purchase
green energy is restricted to government (trams etc) and large organisations such as Coles and
Ikea.
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Community actions
I am aware that Monash University and a number of other universities are attempting to get to
100% green energy. I am also aware that many communities are now declaring “Climate
Emergencies”. However, implementation can be difficulty.
How the Government can support this action
The Victorian government can create a new retailer or could back one (or more) of our few
green retailers and promote that retailer as a benchmark 100% green retailer subject to those
retailers providing efficient pricing.
This would provide an opportunity for customers to support the roll-out of renewables. With
sufficient support from environmental agencies and the Victorian Government this could
create new demand for renewable energy.

Subject – Agriculture
Background
Studies show that current agriculture techniques are destroying the land and that there is
significant use of insecticides toxic to pollinators and / or humans.

Community actions
Several community groups are establishing sustainable farming techniques without the use of
insecticides toxic to pollinators and / or humans. However, this may lead to lower short-term
yields (although better long-term yields).
How the Government can support this action
The Victorian government can ban the use of insecticides toxic to pollinators and / or
humans. In addition the Government could provide grants to farmers committing to
sustainable farming practices.

Subject – Urban vegetation
Background
Cities are warming and dominated by concrete.

Community actions
There are numerous community groups greening the community planting:
 Urban forests;
 Native gardens.
Overseas there are initiatives such as:
 316 bus stops in Utrecht now have a green roof (see picture below);
https://www.ecowatch.com/dutch-city-bus-stops-into-bee-stops2639127437.html?rebelltitem=4#rebelltitem4
 In Paris residents are planting gardens on pavements and small areas of public land to make
the city greener; https://www.bbc.com/news/av/stories‐46275458/paris‐a‐city‐that‐is‐
turning‐streets‐into‐gardens
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Urban farms and communal rooftop food gardens might soon be a more common sight in
Singapore, with the enhancement of an urban greenery scheme.
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/more‐urban‐farms‐rooftop‐gardens‐in‐
singapore‐with‐enhanced‐9389944

How the Government can support this action
The Victorian government can introduce incentives to accelerate the greening of our cities
and support existing organisations working in this area.

Subject – Electrification of transport
Background
Around the world transport is being revolutionised with electric vehicles being supported.
Overseas governments provide support for the transition to vehicles powered by renewable
energy. In Australia take-up has been limited with ev penetration much slower than overseas.

Community actions
Individuals are purchasing electric vehicles and some businesses are proposing to move to
evs.
How the Government can support this action
The Victorian government should provide incentives to support the adoption of electric
vehicles in Victoria. Such incentives will only be required in the short term.
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