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Dear Committee Secretariat,

Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities
Thank you for your letter of 15 July regarding an opportunity to provide a submission to the
Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities. Our response is detailed below
and focuses on the ways in which CFA can support communities in tackling and adapting to the
current and future impacts of climate change.
CFA delivers a range of services aimed at improving safety and resilience- from workshops
and education programs for individuals and household, to supporting collaboration between
residents and local organisations, through to shaping our environment through planning and
regulatory work with building and property owners and local government.
To help us understand how these services make a difference, we have developed a framework
of service delivery outcomes. The framework also includes indicators and measures, so we can
demonstrate our effectiveness in empowering and supporting communities to be more prepared
for fire .
The framework aligns with the strategic priorities outlined in the CFA Plan 2018-19, notably
those related to responding to community need and bu ilding partnerships and collaboration .
The framework also reflects the environmental scan undertaken to produce this plan, most
notably in relation to changes in the emergency management sector and need for increased
community understanding of risk of severe weather events caused by climate change .
The recognition of climate change as a driver in the outcomes framework means that climate
change and its impacts relating to fire are considered and integrated into each of the program
logics and program designs delivered by CFA.
As part of CFA's fire prevention and preparedness service delivery, a number of staff are
involved with local climate change groups, forums and activities.
CFA is a member of the AFAC Climate Change Group where all jurisdictions share their
knowledge to jointly prepare guidelines to support emergency sector preparing for future
challenges. CFA is also a member of the EMV lead Emergency Management Climate Change
Working Group which covers issues relating to emergency management agency capabilities
and organisational resilience to respond to the impacts of climate change.
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Through the Safer Together program CFA and DELWP are increasing engagement with
communities regarding bushfire prevention and preparedness. With a warming climate, we
know that communities will experience a greater number of high fire danger days and already
seeing increased ignition through dry lightning. A changing climate may result in a greater
incidence of fire events.
Through community engagement programs, such as Community Based Bushfire Management,
agencies work with community members to discuss bushfire risk, and actions Government is
taking , and actions communities and individuals need to take. The actions are no different
under a future warming climate , however discussions would often note the greater frequency ,
and potential higher risk in coming decades, which may bring a greater urgency to better
preparedness in the future .
Through a recent regional strategic bushfire management planning program, DELWP, CFA and
Local Government have been working together with community members to analyse current
and future bushfire risk, including consideration of climate change, and developing and
evaluating options to address these risks. Through this process, agencies are preparing
communities for the impacts of climate change with respect to bushfire. The regional bushfire
strategies have provided an important forum for discussion on these issues and an agreed
direction for agencies to follow.
With Safer Together funding , CFA has been leading research work on the development of
projected fire climate datasets that can be applied to understand how climate change may
influence fire frequency and severity, prescribed burn windows and associated impacts on
communities and the environment. This information will enhance agencies' understanding of
future fire risk and inform how we can plan for and mitigate the effects of bushfires more
effectively. It will also provide information that will be shared with the communities to support
risk understanding and shared responsibilities.
Yours sincerely
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