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An inquiry into what urban, rural and regional communities in Victoria are doing to tackle climate
change and how the Victorian Government could support these communities to the
Environment and Planning Committee for consideration and report no later than 30 June
2020.
Cardinia Shire Council Response
1. Actions being taken by community members and organisations to mitigate the severity of climate
change, including actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
a. Development and delivery of the Aspirational Energy Transitional Plan (AETP)
i. A Council Plan endorsed in 2014 that charts mitigation actions and initiatives to reduce
organisational and community emissions
ii. The Plan outlines aspirational emission reduction targets for both Council and community
iii. Ecologically sustainable design considerations to reduce the emissions and resource
intensity of new Council buildings and facilities
iv. Extensive projects to improve energy efficiency and facilitate the installation of rooftop
solar on existing Council buildings
• Decorative street lighting upgrades
• Energy efficiency lighting upgrades
• Solar rooftop generation on Council buildings (over 500kW of installed capacity)
v. Trial of electric vehicles to reduce fleet related emissions
vi. A portion of the organisational fleet emissions offsets by purchasing carbon offsets
through a mixed portfolio that includes offsets secured from a Gold Standard Australian
revegetation project
vii. encouraging community and business to uptake renewable energy and improve energy
efficiency
• Participation in the Environmental Upgrade Agreement project for funding of
environmental upgrades in the business and industrial sector
• Providing information and support for the community to access opportunities to
apply for grant funding. E.g. Cockatoo Kindergarten successful grant application
through the Solar Communities Funding for install of solar PP system
• Community capital works projects supporting the installation of solar energy
systems on community facilities e.g. bowls clubs
• Council funded the installation of 10 solar energy systems for pensioner
households through the solar savers project. The cost of the installations is
repaid over 10 years via a rates mechanism.
• Roll out of community household energy and solar information sessions
• Collaborating with Federation University to develop residential energy efficiency
handbook and handout information for distribution amongst the community
• Supporting Casey Cardinia Libraries to make the pledge to the Take2 climate
action initiative
b. As a founding member of the South East Council Climate Change Alliance, actively
participating in the development and delivery of regional projects and initiatives, including;
i. Investigations into large-scale renewable energy production in the region.
ii. Fleet efficiency training for Council staff (EcoDriver)
iii. Development and ongoing update of the Ecologically Sustainable Design Matrix (ESD) for
use by Councils to design low energy and resource intensive Council facilities
iv. New Homes energy advisory service provide new home buyers with advice to improve
energy star rating

v. Energy saver study to assist eligible households in Cardinia to reduce their energy use
vi. Residential Efficiency scorecard assessments of eligible Cardinia households to provide
homeowners with tailored advice on reducing energy use.
vii. Future Zero Emissions regional strategy- ZESt
c. Investigation of large scale renewable energy procurement projects
d. Collaborating with Casey Cardinia Libraries the Regional healthcare Service to run
community information sessions and sustainable living workshops covering topics such as
energy efficiency, sustainable consumption practices and waste recycling.
2. Actions by community members and organisations to adapt to the current and future impacts of
climate change
a. Development of a Council climate risk registry
b. Consideration of climate change adaption and reference to a future climate change
adaption strategy in Councils Sustainable Environment strategy and Biodiversity
Conservation strategy; relating to climate vulnerable communities and climate threatened
ecosystems.
c. Investigatory pilot project conducted by Melbourne University and the Western Port
Seagrass partnership into the propagation of mangroves to reduce coastal erosion on the
Lang Lang foreshore
d. Submission of a joint grant application (3CA) with Federation University grant to undertake
the assessment of Councils WSUD features in reducing the flooding impacts of storm events
and urban heat island affect in built up areas.
e. SECCCA submission for grant funding to undertake a regional climate risk assessment of
Councils assets including drains, roads and footpath (3CA)
f. Promoting and supporting the uptake of solar PV systems within Cardinia community to
improve the thermal comfort of residents and reduce their vulnerability to extreme heat
events.
g. Council working with community groups to provide information and education on resilience
to bushfire events
3. Ways in which the government can best support communities in their efforts
Emissions reduction and resource efficiency
a. Place limits on the amount of carbon that polluters are allowed to emit
i. Financial incentives to reduce emissions
b. Expand the use of renewable energy and support the transformation of the energy system
away from coal and fossil fuel dependency
c. Build and support a clean energy economy by investing in efficient energy technologies and
rewarding environmentally sound practices
d. Decrease deforestation and degradation of highly significant natural landscapes for
resource extraction, urban sprawl and farming.
e. Provide economic incentives for the delivery of successful and innovative reforestation and
re-vegetation projects
f. Provide more frequent grant opportunities for communities to access funding to mitigate
emissions and increase their resilience to climate change

g. Raise the environmental performance requirements for new buildings to reduce the long
term emissions and resource use
h. Support increasing sustainable farming practices that reduce resource intensity and
emissions from farming production
i. Reinvigorate the T155 water saving program towards continually delivering initiatives to
encourage and promote water consciousness even in times of abundance.
Education and Capacity Building
j. Develop and disseminate through schools, Councils and other community organisations a
standardised suit of information on climate change to reduce the scepticism and uncertainty
i. Raise the standard of media and news outlet, holding these stakeholders liable for
misinformation and accountable to inaccurate reporting
k. Reduce and negate the influence of commercial lobby groups which undermine the efforts
of the local communities in mitigating emissions
l. Encourage and promote participation of community and all stakeholders in the decision
making processes to foster co-ownership and greater understanding of decisions and
initiatives relating to climate change action
m. Promote and reward collaboration and partnerships between communities, local
governments and state governments organisations and industry to create a circular
economy
Built environment and Planning
n. State Government incorporate explicit climate-change considerations into the Planning
Scheme to ensure expectations in decision-making is consistent across the State
o. Planning schemes contain specific zones, overlays and provisions which seek to address
climate related hazards (i.e. bushfire, flooding etc.). Proactive initiatives such as standards
set out by Council’s who are apart of CASBE should be rolled out to contribute to reducing
our greenhouse emissions across the State.
p. Encourage and support all Councils to implement smart city technology to monitor and
implement sustainable practises
4. Interstate and overseas best practice models that could be implemented in Victoria.
a. Financial incentives for Electric vehicles ownership and financial disincentives for the
purchase of new fossil fuel powered vehicles
b. Promote high and medium density urban development in appropriate locations through the
planning scheme, reducing the dependency on vehicles
c. Promote and educate the community on sustainable consumption and production practices
to reduce the resource intensive lifestyles
d. Actively promote and support resource sharing within localised communities e.g. bike share,
lawnmower share
e. Regulate through financial disincentives and phase out the use of single use plastics and
micro-plastics
f. Promote a community based approach to climate change adaption
g. Run healthy living campaigns which incorporates the financial and social benefits to living a
sustainable lifestyle
h. Utilise waste to create energy and reduce the volumes entering landfills
i. Plan regional development and urban sprawl around high capacity public transport networks

