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Dear Mr Cheeseman
Thank you for your letter of 15 July 2019 inviting the Queensland Department of Environment and
Science (the department) to make a submission to the Victorian Legislative Assembly Environment
and Planning Committee's Inquiry into Tackling Climate Change in Victorian Communities.
In July 2017, the Queensland Government released the Queensland Climate Change Response,
which comprises the Queensland Climate Adaptation Strategy and Queensland Climate Transition
Strategy. Under these strategies, the department is working with local governments and
Queensland communities to encourage locally-led solutions for decarbonisation, sustainable
growth, economic diversification and climate resilience . The department is building transition
capacity by providing local governments with critical decision-making tools for climate adaptation
planning and the local leadership capacity to develop place-based climate transition roadmaps.
Through these actions, the department is working with regions and communities to identify
pathways to support the Queensland Government commitments of 50 per cent renewable energy
and 30 per cent reduction in carbon emissions (below 2005 levels) by 2030, and achieving zero net
emissions by 2050.
In the past two years, the department has facilitated and funded a range of programs supporting
community-level responses to climate change across Queensland . These include:
- Queensland Climate Resilient Councils;
Communities in Transition Pilot Program ;
Decarbonisation of the Great Barrier Reef Islands- Whole of Island Community Pilots
project;
EcoBiz Program ;
Circular Economy Lab;
Central Western Queensland Regional Area Planning and Development Board (RAPAD)
Big Vision ; and
Quilpie Wellspring .
Further, in August 2019 the Queensland Government is hosting a forum with the Latrobe Valley
Authority (LVA) to discuss the LVA's ongoing work with its community's economic transition. The
forum is intended to help Queensland Government agencies to understand the LVA's role and
approach to its work, with a specific focus on the Gippsland Smart Specialisation Strategy being
delivered in partnership with the University of Melbourne.
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Queensland Climate Resilient Councils
The Local Government Association of Queensland and the department have established a
partnership to support local governments in Queensland to plan for, and respond to, climate
change. The Queensland Climate Resilient Councils Program is a five year program working with
Queensland local governments to strengthen internal council decision-making processes to
respond to climate change. The program provides councils with resources to assess their strategic
risk to climate change along with a government-funded grant to pilot developing a climate change
strategy. Thirty-nine local governments are currently participating and there is funding available for
the remaining 38 local governments. For more information visit: https://qcrc.lgaq.asn.au/.

Communities in Transition pilot program
The Clean Growth Choices Consortia, in partnership with the department, is delivering the
Communities in Transition pilot program across six regional communities in Queensland. Program
leaders are working with the regions to build local leadership capability and identify pathways to
more economic, social and environmental prosperity, including climate resilience.
The program has already identified potential pathways for economic development across primary
and emerging sectors. From world-leading agricultural technology, securing water for the future,
waste composting and biofuels, food-based tourism and clean food production for domestic and
international markets, to small businesses with five-star sustainability ratings, all supported by
integrated education and workforce skilling needs.
By November 2019, Communities in Transition will deliver sustainable economic development
roadmaps, supported by business cases for strategic investment projects in each region. For more
information visit: https://www.cleangrowthchoices.org .

Decarbonisation of the Great Barrier Reef Islands- Whole of Island Community Pilots
project
The Decarbonisation of the Great Barrier Reef (GBR) Islands -Whole of Island Community Pilots
project is supporting prosperity in place by building GBR Island communities' capacity to
understand how they can respond to climate change and the global shift towards a low carbon
economy. Through this pilot project, the department is helping three GBR Island communities
(Palm Island, Magnetic Island and Masig (Yorke) Island in the Torres Strait) to identify their own
pathway to a positive social and economic future while reducing Queensland emissions.
The project will investigate and develop a range of decarbonisation and resilience opportunities to
support pathways to a prosperous low-carbon and resilient future. The project tasks include:
sustainability audits/assessments and reporting; options analysis/opportunity identification and
rating; options analysis review, workshops and forums; business case development and options
analysis review; business case evaluation workshops; and a final report. This work has already
been undertaken for Great Keppel Island which was the first Whole of Island Community Pilot.

EcoBiz
The Queensland Government supports businesses in reducing their emissions through the free
ecoBiz program. EcoBiz provides businesses tailored advice through on site coaching sessions
and report with options to reduce energy and water consumption and waste production. The report
includes an action plan which identifies no cost, low cost and higher cost options towards
eco-efficient practices.
Over 1,000 businesses have received support through the program since 2013. More than
70 per cent of businesses that have participated in the ecoBiz program over the past 12 months
are regionally based, including businesses engaged with the Communities in Transition pilot
program.

Circular Economy Lab
Circular economy is an emerging global model and driver for transitioning economies to a more
sustainable pathway. In particular, the model is increasingly seen as a pathway to meet
commitments under the Paris Agreement and Queensland's emissions target of transitioning to a
zero net emission economy by 2050.
Reports examining benefits of transitioning to a circular economy have found that there are
economic, employment and emissions reduction benefits. For example, in South Australia it was
estimated that transitioning to a more circular economy by 2030 would create an additional 25,700
full-time-equivalent jobs and would reduce the state's greenhouse gas emissions by 27 per cent.
To support the circular economy transition in Queensland, the department provided seed funding
of $150,000 to establish the Circular Economy Lab (the Lab)-the first of its kind in Australia. This
seed funding has been more than matched by the 28 industry partners participating in the Lab,
including Jones Lang Lasalle, Brisbane Airport Corporation, Lendlease, Fisher and Paykel, Rio
Tinto and Suez, through to start-ups like Movus and Blocktexx.
These companies have worked collaboratively as teams to develop commercially viable solutions
to transition to a circular economy in Queensland. These challenges included eliminating soft
plastics from the food manufacturing supply chain and extracting more value from the agri-food
value chain through re-purposing existing waste streams.
The outcomes from the Lab will drive economic opportunity in Queensland whilst also facilitating
our transition to a zero waste and zero net emissions economy.
Remote Area Planning and Development Board (RAPAD)'s Big Vision
In July 2018, the Central Western Queensland RAPAD Board prepared its 'Big Vision'. The Big
Vision outlines a proposed framework for transition to a more sustainable, self-sufficient region that
maximises supply and service chains through a regional circular economy. The plan aims to
improve economic diversity and regional liveability through the production of renewable energy in a
decentralised grid, improving digital connectivity, innovating regional agricultural and
manufacturing assets and expanding international services.
The Queensland Government, through the department, has supported RAPAD to develop the Big
Vision and complete community consultation. The results of this are now available through the
RAPAD Consultation Report: Realising the RAPAD Big Vision . The consultation report summarises
the region's understanding of its values and capability and community views on the RAPAD Big
Vision elements including: valuing knowledge; energy (electricity); digital economy; water; food
production; advanced manufacturing; and services and international markets.
The consultation process showed that the RAPAD region's community is eager to see through the
implementation of the Big Vision Report. Eighty-eight per cent of residents who participated in the
consultation survey stated that they would be more likely to stay in the region over the next five
years if the Big Vision is implemented. For more information visit:
https://www.ourregionourfuture.com/.
Quilpie Wellspring
Quilpie Wellspring is a regional vision for an integrated brewery, aquaponics farm, training centre
and boutique motel, based on circular economic principles. Through the Wellspring project, Quilpie
Shire aims to deliver a sustainable, scalable investment that brings new employment opportunities
to a community experiencing population decline and the increasing effects of climate variability on
regional industries. This project is designed to use advanced agriculture and permaculture
technologies to support a community hub that can supply nutrient-dense produce while creating
opportunities for market diversity. The department has been supporting work to progress the
Wellspring project from concept to delivery through its partnership with Climate KIC Australia.

Should the Environment and Planning Inquiry require any further information please contact
Mr Matthew Arthur, Manager Sustainable Futures, Environmental Policy and Programs,
Department of Environment and Science on
or by email at
.
Yours sincerely

