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Breamlea Coastcare is a small but active environmental group. Breamlea is
located between Barwon Heads and Torquay. Our township and foreshore,
which includes Bancoora Beach, has experienced increasing pressure from
nearby housing developments within the growth area of the City of Greater
Geelong and visitation from metropolitan Melbourne, as people seek to
exercise and walk their dogs on the dunes and beaches, with enormous
damage occurring to this fragile system. The impact on the environment has
been further exacerbated during the COVID-19 restrictions.
The rapid and massive regional population increase in recent years has led a
drastic escalation in the wear and tear on our dune system and foreshore, as
well as along the Bellarine and Surf Coast coastline.
Breamlea is less than 8kms from some of Victoria's largest new housing
developments, Armstrong Creek, Warralily, North Torquay Developments and
Ocean Grove. These developments have driven our local kangaroo and
wallaby population into smaller and smaller areas. The increased population
associated with these developments also brings more people into Breamlea
for the beach, surfing and dog walking and this in turn means the vulnerable
animals are competing for space to exist.
The Breamlea dunes, foreshore and Thompson Creek estuary are home to
the hooded plover (Thinornis cucullatus) (see photo 1) which is listed as
threatened in Victoria and also Vulnerable under National legislation. The area
also provides vital feeding and roosting habitat for Hooded Plover and other
shorebird species such as the red-capped plover and crested terns as well as
migratory species from the Northern Hemisphere, e.g. red-necked stints, and
double-banded plovers from New Zealand.
Breamlea lies within a Flora and Fauna Reserve, supporting many rare and
vulnerable flora as well as a growing number of Black Swans, ducks and
wader species. It is also an area rich in First People’s history. Visitors to
Breamlea marvel at its natural setting (see examples in photos 2, 3 and 4). Its
residents value and actively seek to conserve and protect the biodiversity and
cultural heritage through groups such as the Breamlea Coastcare, Friends of
the Hooded Plover and the Breamlea Association. Descendents of the
Wadawarrung, traditional owners of this area, are able to visit the cultural
remains of their ancestors still very much intact in important middens
scattered throughout the dune system. Increasing human traffic in the dunes
is unfortunately putting these special places at extreme risk.
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In September 2019 the Victorian State Government included Breamlea in the
Declaration of the Surf Coast as a 'Distinctive Area and 'Landscape' (DAL).
This has now been gazetted under the Planning and Environment Act 1987. It
specifically lists the Breamlea Flora and Fauna Reserve and Thompson Creek
as having attributes of ‘Outstanding Environmental Significance’. The
Declaration states that:
There are a number of national and state significant areas of
biodiversity including Point Addis Marine National Park, Point Danger
Marine Sanctuary, Point Impossible, The Breamlea/Karaaf wetlands,
and associated estuaries. These areas provide important habitats to a
variety of flora and fauna including endangered and threatened species
like the Hooded Plover, Bellarine Yellow Gum and critically endangered
Orange-bellied Parrot.
We are therefore very keen to see more parkland, dog parks and sporting
fields to provide people with safe easy walking access to these open spaces
in their local areas, in particular, in new housing developments where
properties have little outside space. We also believe resources need to be
allocated to community education about the impact of human intrusion into
dunes and expertise in curbing trampling vegetation and eroding dune
structure (See examples in photos 5, 6 and 7).
This is what we would like to foster:
 Photo 1. Hooded plovers on Breamlea Beach. (Photo: D.Turner)
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 Photo 2. Indigenous Yellow senecio (Senecio pinnatifolius) flourishing at
Bancoora

 Photo 3. Untrampled dunes at Bancoora
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 Photo 4. This place is perfect for Hooded Plovers without the footsteps, a
mixture of foliage for shelter and clear places for nesting.

This is what we would like curbed:
 Photo 5. Dune foot traffic after one sunny Saturday afternoon recently at
Breamlea
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 Photo 6. Dune degradation at Bancoora caused by foot traffic

Photo 7. The grasses buried under this sand are rare indigenous Poa
billardierei (Coastal fescue). There are only two stands remaining between
Thompson Creek and Barwon Heads. Two seven year olds allowed to play
on the dunes instead of the beach whilst their father fished. Council has
restored the area, removing sand from the buried plants, replanting and
placing signage. Playgrounds and education regarding dune care are
essential.
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In summary, the consequence of increasing encroachment on available
habitat for both flora and fauna across Victoria, is many species being
squeezed into smaller, often unviable natural areas. It is therefore essential
that work be undertaken to identify and preserve current wildlife corridors and
to provide links to disparate habitat. It is also essential to protect areas of
significant First People’s cultural heritage such as Breamlea. While
geographical boundaries may be viewed as strategy to limit urban
development on the Bellarine Peninsula, the increased human impact of these
developments on sensitive environments that are in close proximity must also
be taken into account when determining policy and action.
We thank the members of the Committee for this opportunity to make a
submission to this Inquiry and implore them to recommend substantial
investment in environmental infrastructure as a matter of urgency.
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