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Dear Sir/Madam,
Submission to the Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations
Thank you for the opportunity to have input into this investigation into Environmental Infrastructure
for the growing population of Melbourne and Regional centres in Victoria.
As past owners of Spring Creek Horse Rides, established 1988, now owned by our son Abe
Myers, we would like to draw your attention to the area of the Great Otway National Park in the
Bellbrae/Anglesea area.
We agree that improved access to nature and the great outdoors is increasingly important for
human health, wellbeing and happiness for residents of Greater Melbourne, the outer peri-urban
municipalities and regional centers of Victoria.

Particularly now, people seek out recreation for mental, physical and spiritual wellbeing and to
enjoy immersive experiences in Australian natural environments.
We have had safe access to this area since 1988 to enable people from varied locations, city and
regional, ethnic backgrounds, aboriginal groups, sudanese refugees, disability groups and
individuals, family groups, minority groups such as women who are known to be recreationally
disadvantaged and whom makes up a large percentage of our clientele, school groups and
others.
A major concern for us is the decisions by Parks Victoria to remove safe access to areas of GONP
by the closure of Honey Pots Track forcing us to take our vunerable groups along 100's of metres
of a dangerous road with a speed limit of 100kms an hour used by 100s of trucks, due to the
location of a quarry. This action was taken during Covid 19 lockdown despite being in negotiation
with ourselves, local users and the local Surf Coast Shire.
Spring Creek Horse Rides offers the opportunity for those who would not usually have access to
the park by horse, to enjoy what is on offer. Due to the fact that these people usually have limited
experience, their safety is paramount and they should not be having to ride along dangerous roads
when there is safer access points to bushland available prior to the Parks Victoria closure of Honey
Pots Track.
Parks Victorias argument for closing Honey Pots track was due too degradation to the track from
vehicles, people camping and rubbish being dumped as it is close to the road. Closing this small
part of the track will not fix any of these problems as vehicles still have access to the nearby tracks.
Horse Riders, walkers and bike riders are those who have been impacted and their safety affected.
Vehicles can still use all the other tracks to by pass the closed section of Honey Pots whereas
horse riders, walkers and bike riders are taken approximately 8 kms out of their way to maintain
their safety which takes a lot longer to navigate.
In the past the permit for Spring Creek Horse Rides allowed for vehicle access to pick up fatigued
or injured riders which is no longer available and can cause delays in the safe evacuation of riders.
For over twenty years we also maintained the track network where we used to clear fallen trees
and hazards and repair and maintain tracks to stop erosion and damage to them which can now
no longer be undertaken.

We support the Moriac Community Network in their submission and we also propose increased
investment in the development of new trails, and the upgrading of existing, shared recreational trail
networks for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders (non motorized users) across Victoria.
•

•
•

These shared recreational trails require connectivity with safe linkages between roads and
parking areas, localities, neighbouring amenities, ecotourism businesses, rural townships
and surrounding areas, including farming areas and Parks.
They provide rural local communities with recreational opportunities while also supporting
local regional/rural based businesses.
Safely linked community infrastructure assets support engagement by women in sport and
recreation. Trail horse riding is predominantly a women’s recreation. Trail horse riding
provides both tourism opportunities for visitors; and recreational and social opportunities for
rural women. Women is rural areas are known to be significantly disadvantaged in sport
and recreation. A safe environment is an important factor for all participants.

We would also like to see the following:
•

Safe road crossings for non-motorised users (including horse riders) and
connectivity of trails, also including creation of local “day use” loops. Signage and
enhancements for safety near regional roads eg traffic calming, speed reduction.

•

More and improved free camping sites (including for camping with horses) on crown
land in regional Victoria

•

Multi use parking for vehicles with floats and cycles. Improved horse on/off loading
areas
We are happy to have further discussions with regard to our issues and impact of actions taken by
Parks Victoria and look forward to a long partnership with you to offer recreation in our wonderful
landscapes.
Yours sincerely
Abe, Noel and Debbie Myers
Spring Creek Horse Rides
245 Portreath Rd
Bellbrae 3228
info@schr.net.au
horses@schr.net.au

