Environmental Infrastructure Inquiry
Submission S087
Received 25/09/2020

Friends of Braeside Park
Panel Submission
Environmental Infrastructure Inquiry
28 September 2020
Judith Sise (President) and Margaret Hunter (Secretary)

Who are
The Friends of
Braeside Park?

• The Friends of Braeside Park was one of the earliest
Friends groups which are now attached to all
metropolitan and state parks. It was formed in August
1989 a few months after the official opening
of Braeside Park. Last year we celebrate our 30th
Anniversary.
The Friends Group works closely with the Parks Victoria
Rangers and is actively involved in:
• ∙
park planning and development
• ∙
tree planting
• ∙
funding of tree carvings
• ∙
seed collection and plant propagation
• ∙
bird counting
• ∙
salinity monitoring
• ∙
water quality testing, and
• ∙
monitoring bats and possums

Friends of
Braeside Park
Community
links to
Heritage and
Natural
Environment

• Working with Parks Victoria collecting seeds,
propagating seedlings to re‐vegetating
difference environments, i.e. grassy woodlands.
• Communicating Heritage and History of
previous site uses such as horse racing including
Phar Lap, vegetable farming and sewerage
works through displays, talks, newsletters and
social media .
• Celebrating bio‐diversity of Park by community
walks (spring, night, seniors), activities such as
planting days, Clean Up Australia days and
Visitors Centre displays and talks.
• We see ourselves as Park Stewards of the area
of Braeside Park ‐ prized and valued area in
South East Melbourne

The benefits
of accessing
and using
different types
of
environmental
infrastructure

• Two major regional parklands: Karkarook Park and
Braeside Park linking a Chain of Parks as proposed
by Kingston Council as far back as May 1994 and
still the core of their vision in their Open Space
Strategy in 2020.
• a core area of 355 hectares (the size of about 150
MCGs) of publicly owned land to create continuous
park “spine” from Warrigal Road, Moorabbin to
Braeside Park, Dingley;
• a range of parks to complement Braeside Park and
other recreation areas serving families using a
threshold of 2.4ha/1000 population as a provision of
open space,
• central pedestrian and bicycle trails/shared paths
over the 10 kilometre length of the linked parks with
secondary trails and links to the surrounding
communities utilising a variety of reserves, sporting
fields and environments to address the needs of
different populations, available physical resources,
social context, built form, geographical location,
historical creation of the municipality and so on.
.

The impact of
population
growth in
Melbourne and
regional centres
on the provision
and preservation
of environmental
infrastructure

• Most of Victoria’s population growth happens in
Melbourne. Of the 148,000 extra Victorians in 201617, 129,000 were added to Melbourne (around 87%)
with the rest in regional Victoria.
• Hence the construction of the Mordialloc Freeway
beside Braeside Park, severely impacting on the
natural environment and to the detriment of
community well being.
• Hence the approval of kick starting the economy by
building 2 12-storey buildings in Dandenong-more
hard surfaces to increase the Island Heat Effect.
• High/Medium/Low density buildings crams in more
people but where will their young kids go to play?
Ask any students confined inside during the recent
Covid-19 lockdown, they want open green spaces –
parks.
• The Andrews Government’s election policy ‘Our
Environment, Our Future 2014’, claims Labour “has
a long history of extending our national parks and
reserves”.
• Yet the Andrews Government (only 6.55 ha per day
in office) is tracking as the worst performer in terms
of park creation in the last 60+ years
.

The impact of
population
growth in
Melbourne and
regional centres
on the provision
and preservation
of environmental
infrastructure

• Singapore roughly the size of Port Phillip Bay area
with 5.5 million people boasts of its green lungs
(parks) and being clean and green and its logo is
a otter!
• Victorian’s animal logo, the Leadbeater's
Possum is critically endangered because of
habitat loss. This possums nest in the hollows of
old trees (150-200+ years), which are logged by
VicForests or burnt in bush fires which happen
where people live. Victoria’s forest-lungs are
regularly logged and burnt by its Government. We
burn brown coal to provide energy for our
increasing population. (A fine 1920’s technology
once celebrated for giving East Germany its
distinctive atmosphere.) We fill large holes with
our waste. No one would call Garden State
Victoria clean and green.
• Denmark is well known as one of the happiest
places on Earth, and Copenhagen, one of the best
cities to live in. WHY? Denmark’s capital has long
put sustainability at the top of its agenda.
.

AN URBAN PARK ABUNDANT IN NATURE IS UNDER PRESSURE. BY LUCY FARMER.
There are few places left in Melbourne where you could you see a turtle lay her
eggs, an echidna forage for ants or a Black‐Shouldered Kite take a mouse.
Braeside Metropolitan Park is a rare gem where to see all this and more is
possible on an evening stroll. Located in the south‐eastern Sandbelt region and
just 25 kilometres from Melbourne's CBD, Braeside boasts important wetlands,
heathlands and red gum woodland. It also harbours species considered
endangered in Victoria such as the Blue‐Billed Duck, Freckled Duck and
Australasian Bittern. Despite this, Parks Victoria has foreshadowed a precinct
plan and opened a consultation process canvassing views on admitting dogs,
holding public events and other activities squarely aimed at boosting human
traffic. Braeside is already under intense pressure from the Mordialloc Bypass
under construction along its western boundary. Over the past 15 years housing
development and industrial parks have ringed the park and the new road will
traverse adjacent wetlands to the south. At this critical time when the park’s
habitats and wildlife are under intense pressure, rather than strengthen
protection, it appears moves are afoot to weaken it. The draft Precinct Plan is
due out in April for finalisation in July. With much of Victoria’s wildlife in a
parlous state and so few refuges surviving in the metropolitan area, it’s vital that
Braeside’s habitats and native species are not held hostage to populism or
commercial interests. Dogs in an area with ground‐nesting birds, reptiles and
amphibians would be the last straw. PARK WATCH • MARCH 2020 NO 280

The impact of
population
growth in
Melbourne and
regional centres
on the provision
and preservation
of environmental
infrastructure

• Important Aboriginal cultural and
heritage assets present across all of
regional and metropolitan Victoria are
lost.
• High‐value environmental assets such as
the Great Ocean Road, the Grampians
and Alpine National Parks are well
recognised but the peri‐urban areas such
as Western Plains Grasslands and Sand
Belt Heathlands are swallowed up by
developers and urban infrastructures.
• Covid‐19 highlighted the need for open
space for all and/or controlling population
growth.

The differences in
The availability of
environmental
infrastructure
between different
suburbs and
between different
regional centres

• Sandbelt Open Space Project, recommended
a series of parklands stretching from
Warrigal Road, Heatherton to Springvale
Road, Dingley,
• The area is ideally located to address the
deficiency of regional parks in Melbourne,
specifically for the suburbs between Caulfield
and Clayton.
• Successive councils and state governments,
and the community have supported the
concept of a Chain of Parks since it was first
suggested.
• Parks Victoria as a leading agency with
Kingston Council as a joint project
coordinator with Parks Victoria

The
effectiveness of
current
legislation and
planning
provisions in
securing
environmental
infrastructure

• “Protecting Green Wedges, which are the
lungs of our city, has been a strong priority of
Council and the Victorian Government and
key to that is finally moving on industrial
waste operations”
• Kingston Council has recently voted to reject
two applications by company Alex Fraser to
extend its industrial waste operations in
Kingston’s Green Wedge. Alex Fraser had
made two applications to Council
• “The safeguarding of Melbourne’s Green
Wedges is far too important to be left to
VCAT and we call on the Planning Minister to
‘call in’ the application and act in the best
interests of the environment, our community
and the integrity of the Planning system.”

The
effectiveness of
current
legislation and
planning
provisions in
securing
environmental
infrastructure

• What legislation! The
Environmental Effects Statement
1978 remains in force incredible!
Environmental Protection Authority
responds when volunteers tell them
of problems but does nothing.
Community Consultation is wasting
volunteers valuable time as the
outcome is pre‐decided –
Environment Effects Statement for
the Mordialloc Freeway was like an
ABC “Utopia” re‐enactment.

The impact of
COVID‐19 on
the importance,
use and design
of
environmental
infrastructure

To say that Braeside Park was full to the brim
on sunny days during Covid‐19 would be an
understatement. WHY? Because there were no
other open spaces to go to!
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A table of visitation change from
2019 to 2020 for Braeside

Braeside Park, S.E. Melbourne, visitation is about to pass
500,000 for September which was the total visitation for 2019.
More Parks Victoria staff has been an issue for a long time.
Especially when managing numerous parks.
Impacts of increased visitation.
Increased need for temporary signage – such as no dogs as dogs in
the park has increased substantially.
Increased littering.
Increased graffiti.
Increased amount of issues raised with ranger staff – all requiring
a written response plus on ground action.
More access road maintenance.
People using the park as a toilet.
More maintenance on access road bollards as vehicle hit these.

An example of
best practice and
innovative
approach to
securing
environmental
infrastructure in
other
jurisdictions.

• A Chain of Parks across Victoria as
proposed by Kingston Council
• A mix of parties own the land needed to
achieve the Chain of Parks idea including
Council, State Government and private
companies. A Public Acquisition Overlay,
which identifies land to be purchased by a
public authority (in this case Parks
Victoria), was applied to 128.2 hectares of
land needed for the project.
• Now is the time to buy and to construct
the plans, which are already in place.

file:///C:/Users/02244574/Downloads/Chain‐of‐
Parks_A4_low‐res2%20(1).pdf

Concluding comments
• The Friends’ are very passionate about all aspects of Braeside Park. We see
ourselves as the stewards and custodians of Braeside Park which is a
unique oasis in a busy suburban area. Access all areas of the Park, at all
seasons and times. It is very precious to us.
• We didn’t want the Mordialloc Freeway to be built, but worked with
government agencies to prevent/monitor the impact on the
biodiversity/environment of Braeside Park, to maintain the park as a
welcoming community destination and community venue for humans and
animals of all sorts – Our Park Residents.
• The Friends (30 years old in 2019) would like to celebrate another 30 years
of passionate involvement in the Braeside Park environment and
connecting parklands.

• MMBW Braeside Metropolitan Park Master Plan
1987
• Society for Growing Australian Plants newsletter
1986 Context Report Braeside 2002

Resources
used in this
submission

• Vital Connections Melbourne and its Board of
Works 1891‐1991; MMBW publications
• Kingston Council Open Space Strategy 2020 stage 2
• Park notes from 1989 to 2019
• Parks Victoria
• Expertise and knowledge of the members, past and
present of the Friends of Braeside Park; officers of
the City of Kingston (Strategic Planning, other
departments)

