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The recent Covid19 impacts upon Victoria have clearly shown the desire from Victorians to be able to access natural
places. In my area of Ocean Grove, visitation to the local Nature Reserve has increased by a factor of two or more.
As a naturalist, I visit many of the parks and reserves in the Geelong/Bellarine region. In the past week, after
restrictions eased, I have been amazed at the increased patronage.
It is good that people are connecting with nature and they are gaining all the health and psychological benefits that
flow from connecting to natural areas. Unfortunately, this is exacerbating a problem that has become more alarming
over the past 10 years. Increasing visitation to our parks and reserves is significantly harming the biodiversity values,
destroying habitat and enhancing extinction pressures on some threatened species. I have been studying a current
flawed proposal to enhance the visitor capacity of the You Yangs; the process is focussed on catering for extra
visitors but it expects to be able to do this by a whole series of measures that harm or detract from the environment
there. It is telling that no ecological consultants were involved in the proposal.
Victoria has some magnificent natural habitats and a good range of urban parks and open spaces but we are trying
to crowd more people into those sites. If we are to meet the targets set by the Biodiversity 2037 policy, conserve the
state’s large number of threatened species and habitats plus provide access to uncrowded open spaces, there must
be a concerted effort to create or purchase new areas.
To cope with the popularity of activities such as mountain bike riding, motorcycle & horse riding, 4WD touring,
jogging, dog walking and other forms of recreation that impact on habitat, new areas must be established to cater
for the demand. These activities cannot be allowed to proliferate in national parks, nature conservation reserves.
Many regional parks (like the You Yangs) have high environmental values and they should be managed firstly for
conservation and secondly as low impact activity zones. Create new areas for mountain bikes (like old gravel pits or
quarry sites), utilise creeks and drainage lines by creating vegetated corridors for riding, running and exercising pets.
Develop old wastelands by making rough tracks, mudholes, steep hills and sandy areas where urban cowboys can
thrash their 4WDs and dirt bikes without trashing the bush.
The largest impact is occurring at parks within a one hour drive of our largest population centres. Therefore it is
imperative that new zones are created within that one hour perimeter. This could be achieved by compelling new
urban developments to incorporate larger tracts of open space. Councils should be expected to add value to these
open spaces through extensive planting of trees and shrubs so that a pleasant zone is created that encourages local
people to recreate within these sites instead of traveling to conservation areas.
Intense planning is undertaken to determine the optimum sites for future urban growth zones. The same amount of
effort and expertise should be focussed to determine the siting of future open spaces, parklands and conservation
reserves. These sites should be connected to form a network of recreation zones with cycle paths, urban forests,
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waterways etc. The final result would be appreciated for many generations and would lead to better health
outcomes for Victorians, increased tourism, maintenance of species biodiversity and healthier habitats.
I urge the parliament to seize this opportunity to act. We have lived through a difficult year but we have also learned
many lessons during that time including the vital role played by our parks and open spaces.
Barry Lingham
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