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About us
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input into this inquiry. Community groups such
as ours are actively involved in preserving and protecting the environment and the issues
you are considering are important in this community.
The South Gippsland Conservation Society is a not-for-profit organisation based in
Inverloch. It was founded in 1976 and aims to promote and preserve South Gippsland's
natural resources and encourage conservation education. The Society's membership of
280 is dedicated to protecting and expanding the community’s natural resources for
generations to come.
Activities include:
 advocacy across a wide range of issues, including climate change, sustainable
development, planning and input into government environment policy
development
 operation of a not-for-profit shop and education centre in Inverloch, providing
opportunities for on-going community engagement
 undertaking of indigenous revegetation and weed control projects across South
Gippsland
 running education programs for school groups and adults throughout the year
on a wide range of environmental issues.
The Society is affiliated with a number of other environmental organisations, including
the Bass Coast Landcare Network, Coastcare, Parks Victoria and Landcare Victoria.
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Our recommendations
General Recommendations
1. Recognise and attribute value to the positive benefits of environmental infrastructure such as
parks, bushland and open space on human physical and mental health.
2. Recognise and attribute value to the important services provided by natural infrastructure
including improving air quality, improving the quality and quantity of water catchment runoff,
providing important habitat to strengthen biodiversity and stabilising the temperature to
avoid heat stress caused by climate change.
3. Embed a Biodiversity Sensitive Urban Design (BSUD) approach to planning for population
growth to enable nature and people to coexist in relationship with one another.
4. Provide for minimum levels of environmental infrastructure to all Victorian residents, no
matter where they live. Factor in equity issues to planning to ensure parks and bushlands are
accessible for people with disabilities and affordable public transport for those who do not
own a vehicle.
5. Include a minimum requirement, for example 20% green and open space, for new housing
subdivisions and developments.
6. Enact policies to create, protect and restore natural infrastructure as a centrepiece for
economic stimulus and job creation, as recommended by the Pew Charitable Trust. Allocate
funds to invest in natural infrastructure for our growing population: for example, improving
water catchments, revegetation and recovery plans for threatened species.
7. Acknowledge and support the role that local community groups, in partnership with land
owners, play in restoring and caring for the natural environment.
8. Ensure that a consideration of the impact of climate change on flora (i.e. changing EVCs) is
included in planning for restoration or new bushland.

Recommendations Specific to South Gippsland
9. Prioritise enforcement of current environmental planning frameworks and work to ensure
development of planning frameworks for the Distinctive Areas and Landscapes and the
Yallock-Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park protects and enhances the Shire’s unique beauty and
does not degrade the environment.
10. Work with all government, industry and community stakeholders to ensure conservation of
the Holden Proving Ground bushlands, Grantville Grasstree Forest and surrounding forest
corridor.
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1. The benefits of accessing and using different types of environmental infrastructure
Parks and bushland have health benefits beyond being a great place to go for a walk. They filter
our air and water, help lower temperatures and are linked to lower rates of chronic disease.
Our health improves when we use parks and bushlands, not only due to the air being cleaner but
also to our engagement in physical exercise, such as walking, jogging or bike riding, and social
activities such as picnics or playing games.
The health benefit of parks and bushland also correlates to its biodiversity.
Exposure to biodiversity from the air, water, soils, vegetation, wildlife and landscape, and all the
microbes associated with them (the sort retained in uncleared bushland and wetlands) enhances
our immunity. This is thought to be the key to the health benefits of nature.
“Emerging evidence indicates that macro-biodiversity in the external environment can influence
mental well-being. Local biodiversity may also drive differences in human-associated microbiota;
microbial diversity as a product of external biodiversity may have far-reaching effects on immune
function and mood.” Susan L. Prescott et.al. "Biodiversity, the Human Microbiome and Mental
Health: Moving toward a New Clinical Ecology for the 21st Century?", International Journal of
Biodiversity, vol. 2016, Article ID 2718275
The more unfragmented the landscape, or unaltered the bushland, the more likely it will be to
retain its biodiversity. The greater the biodiversity the greater the benefits.
Both children and adults alike simply love animals and get immense joy in seeing them in the
wild. People from around the world travel to Phillip Island to see the Penguin Parade or watch
the Shearwaters during their breeding season land at their rookeries after travelling to Alaska
and back. There are websites where people post photos of the birds in their backyard.

© Valdo Michelangeli
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For simplicity, environmental infrastructure can be categorised as:
a) Urban parks: a savannah where few trees are scattered across an open grassy landscape.
b) Bushland parks: high level of tree cover and remnant vegetation.
c) Conservation areas: regulated access.
Urban parks are conducive to some recreational uses (such as ball or other sports, and some
forms of children’s playgrounds). Furthermore, some people have a conscious aversion to
natural experiences, and dense vegetation is associated with safety concerns.
Research was undertaken in Brisbane about the role of trees and remnant vegetation in
attracting people to parks. It was found that the park visitation rates reflected availability
“suggesting that people do not preferentially visit parks with greater vegetation cover despite
the potential for improved nature-based experience and greater wellbeing.” However, people
with a greater orientation towards nature would visit bushland parks more often even if it meant
travelling further. D.F Shanahan et.al. “What is the role of trees and remnant vegetation in
attracting people to urban parks?” Landscape Ecol. (2015) 30:153-165.
Our mental health and wellbeing are dependent on access to Urban parks and more importantly
Bushland parks. Research results suggest “that to enhance recreational benefits from
ecologically valuable spaces a range of social or educational interventions are required to
enhance people’s connection to nature.” D.F Shanahan et.al. as quoted above.
Conservation areas and Bushland parks are the lungs of the world and are crucial to the survival
of our unique flora and fauna, our planet and us.
2. The impact of population growth in Melbourne and regional centres on the provision and
preservation of environmental infrastructure
The community where we are based is regional straddling some of the Bass Coast and South
Gippsland Shires. We would like to comment on both the impact of population growth in
Melbourne on regional areas close to Melbourne and the impact of growth in our own region.
The growing population of Melbourne and proximity to this region has significantly increased
casual visitation rates and second home ownership in our area. These increased numbers and
growth forecasts need to be included in a consideration of appropriate environmental
infrastructure. Appropriate planning for environmental infrastructure close to home (in this case
Melbourne) is essential to provide increased access but also to reduce the negative impacts of
visitors travelling to this region such as the impact of road miles on climate change. This should
not be seen as an argument against tourism/second home ownership but an argument for looking
at all the impacts of human decisions. No matter how mindful walkers are of their impact on the
bush, increasing the number of walkers along a bush path will inevitably increase the impact on
the environment. We need to both limit areas of bush accessible to humans as well as creating
new bushland areas.
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Our region has been heartened by the actions of the State Government to create a new park – the
Yallock-Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park – which brings together parks and bushland along the coast
from San Remo to Inverloch providing a higher level of environmental protection. At the same
time, the project includes creating a walking trail which will increase and improve access for people
through both the bushland and rural landscape.
The tendency for Australian towns and cities to sprawl also has a creeping impact on
environmental assets. Preserving open land and bushland requires better policy at the town
planning level to encourage higher density living with more public natural spaces interspersed. If
we continue to sprawl to match our population growth there will be no bushland left!
Another critical issue in our region has been the push to develop along the coastline. This has
presented a major threat to often narrow strips of remnant coastal bushland and the beaches.
State and local government needs to adopt laws and policies to prevent this sort of development.
The declaration of Bass Coast as a Distinctive Area and Landscape should assist this task but needs
to be strengthened through state and local planning law.
Increased population growth within the region will bring an increase in pet numbers. To enable
protection of all aspects of the natural environment and enable people to enjoy it without
unnecessary interaction with domestic animals, policies and infrastructure need to be tailored to
cater for their presence. Specifically, cats can be kept indoors, dogs fully excluded from
significant coastal and bushland areas or specified walking trails. At the same time pet owners
should have access to specific off-lead ‘Dog Parks’ and appropriate walking trails. Such facilities
need to be very clearly defined, as should dog free zones. Signage, education and enforced rules
are essential.
3. Differences in the availability of environmental infrastructure between different suburbs and
between different regional centres
The South Gippsland Conservation Society believes that just as minimum levels of other
infrastructure such as schools, hospitals and transport must be available to Victorian residents, no
matter where they live, so too environmental infrastructure such as parks and recreation reserves
for walking and cycling should be available to all residents.
Equity issues also need to be factored in. This implies planning for parks and bushland accessible
by walking, riding or affordable public transport for those who do not own a vehicle.
Two striking maps illustrate the dramatic changes in land use in Bass Coast Shire over the past
200+ years. More than 86% of native vegetation has been cleared, leading to problems of
ecosystem decline, threatened species and risk of extinctions.
The source data of the maps is:



National Vegetation Information System V5.1, Australian Government, Department of
Agriculture, Water and the Environment 2018
Victorian Land Use Information System 2016-2017, Victorian Government, Department of
Jobs, Precincts and Region
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Land cover in Bass Coast Shire pre-1750
Dark green = Eucalypt open forest, brown = low forest & shrubland, yellow = Acacia woodland

Land cover in Bass Coast Shire today
Light green = pasture, pink = urban, red = roads, brown = plantations and black = industry
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4. Existing delays or obstacles to securing environmental infrastructure
Natural infrastructure such as parks is good for people. It has a positive effect on our physical and
mental health and provides important services including cleaning the air, and improving the quality
and quantity of water catchment runoff, and helping stabilise the temperature to avoid heat stress.
However, current planning policies mostly fail to recognise the value of natural infrastructure, and
prioritise economic development over securing environmental infrastructure. According to
Australian researchers in conservation and urban planning, “Current urban planning approaches
typically consider biodiversity a constraint – a ‘problem’ to be dealt with. At best, biodiversity in
urban areas is “offset”, often far from the site of impact. This is a poor solution because it fails to
provide nature in the places where people can benefit most from interacting with it. It also delivers
questionable ecological outcomes.”
People and wildlife can co-exist; we need to take a Biodiversity Sensitive Urban Design (BSUD)
approach to building. The requirement for natural infrastructure should be embedded in the
Planning process, such as specifying requirements for land zoned to General Residential and similar
to include a minimum amount of green space. For example, specifying that developers must leave
a minimum of 20% amount of open green space on housing subdivisions. The Cape at Cape
Paterson is a best-practice example in which the developer left 50% as open green space including
gardens, revegetation and water catchment features.
Bass Coast Shire has a Biolinks Plan as part of its planning policies. “The purpose of the Bass Coast
Biodiversity Biolinks Plan is to provide connectivity in the landscape by linking remnant patches of
indigenous vegetation using biolinks or wildlife corridors.” These corridors are often associated
with built or natural infrastructure such as rail trails or creeks.

This Biolinks Plan is a good example of the benefits of a landscape scale approach to planning for
natural infrastructure. This best practice approach is also used by Catchment Management
Authorities responsible for water catchments.
Opportunities to address natural infrastructure while strengthening our local Bass Coast
economy and creating thousands of jobs include:
 Requirement of 20% green and open space for new housing subdivisions.
 Translate the Bass Coast Shire Council’s strategic indicator to revegetate 1.5% of the Shire
per year into real decisions, projects and funding as a centrepiece for economic stimulus and
job creation for the region, as recommended by the Pew Charitable Trust.
 Allocate funds to invest in natural infrastructure for our growing population: for example,
improving water catchments, revegetation and recovery plans for threatened species.
 Prioritise enforcement of current planning frameworks and work to ensure the YallockBulluk Marine and Coastal Park protects and enhances the Shire’s unique beauty.
 Work with all stakeholders to ensure conservation of the Holden Proving Ground bushlands,
Grantville Grasstree Forest and surrounding forest corridor.
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5. The impact of COVID-19 on the importance, use and design of environmental infrastructure
“The deep interconnectedness between humans, other species, and the environment has
become very apparent as individual, organisational, and societal behaviours change in reaction
to the COVID-19 pandemic.” Aaron Jenkins et.at. “Nested ecology and emergence in
pandemics.” www.thelancet.com/planetary-health Vol 4 August 2020.
In lockdown, people are faced with loneliness, isolation and curtailment of basic freedoms which
can have severe mental health and wellbeing impacts.
Organisations such as Lifeline, Beyond Blue and Berry Street are currently overloaded with work
due to people experiencing stress, anxiety, fear, dips in mood, lack of motivation, irritability or
anger, sometimes resulting in physical harm.
The need to regularly exercise and stay connected to family, friends and colleagues is amplified
during these times.
Being able to walk to shops or cafes to get a takeaway in a regional town or city suburb provides
outdoor exercise and physical contact with others, even if it is just a simple “hello.”
The outbreak of COVID-19 in Melbourne has highlighted that areas that have high density living
and minimal environmental infrastructure for walking, cycling, gardening have suffered the most,
particularly under the lockdown restrictions that limit people to staying within 5km of home.
Globally, biodiversity is declining faster than at any point in human history and habitat removal is
causing wildlife to move closer to humans, increasing the risk of disease transmission from animals
to humans. Zika, Hendra, Ebola and now Covid-19 are dangerous infectious diseases facilitated by
human behaviours that provide transmission opportunities from animals to humans.
The above illustrates the enormous flaws in our model focused solely on economic growth.
“Sustainability involves multiple goals. It requires the achievement of ecological sustainability
together with social, cultural and economic sustainability.”
Resetting the Compass ‘Australia’s Journey Towards Sustainability’ by David Yencken and Debra
Wilkinson published by CSIRO 2000.
Now more than ever we need good governance in relation to town planning and collaboration that
prioritises environmental infrastructure and community wellbeing.
6. Examples of best practice and innovative approaches to securing environmental infrastructure
in other jurisdictions
Bass Coast Shire has many outstanding examples of best practice approaches to securing
environmental infrastructure.
There are many examples of partnerships between local community groups and land managers
(Councils, Parks Victoria, DELWP and the private sector) where the parties have worked together
to protect and rebuild natural assets. Without these partnerships this work would not happen - it
is resourced largely by goodwill and backed by volunteer labour from within the community.
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Government commitment to supporting these partnerships is critical and includes an active
interest in encouraging these partnerships and providing financial support.
Some examples of these partnerships in our South Gippsland region are:
Screw Creek, Inverloch – Parks Victoria & Community Partnership Model
In partnership with Parks Victoria, the community-based South Gippsland Conservation Society
has worked to conserve and restore Screw Creek in Inverloch, replanting local indigenous species
and constructing tracks, boardwalks, fishing platforms, information shelters and seating. The
popular reserve is visited by over 10,000 people each year.

Over the past 25 years a partnership between residents, local environment groups and Parks Victoria have lovingly restored Screw
Creek in Inverloch

Holden Proving Ground, Lang Lang – Private Industry and Community Partnership Model
The Bass Valley Landcare Group in Victoria was formed
in 1988 with its primary issues being soil erosion, native
vegetation decline, pest plants and animals and
declining water quality. The group has worked with
Holden to implement the Vegetation Management Plan
at the Holden Proving Ground near Lang Lang as well as
planting 2,000 indigenous plants in the Bass River
Catchment. Landcare has surveyed the site and found
the Proving Ground is home to the Southern Brown
Bandicoot, federally listed as endangered.
Holden has been a partner of Landcare Australia since
2002 and has funded projects in and around their
testing and manufacturing facilities, as well as
undertaking employee volunteering and providing
vehicles for use by the Landcare community. Bass Coast
Landcare hopes to work with the site’s new owners
VinFast to continue their conservation work.
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Over recent decades a partnership between
GM Holden and Bass Valley Landcare Group
has protected rare grass trees growing in the
bushlands surrounding the Holden Proving
Ground testing tracks

Carney’s Road Wetland Restoration, Wonthaggi - DELWP & Community Partnership Model
The project "Wonthaggi's Gem – Recreation and Ecosystems for the Future" is an excellent
example of community environment groups collaborating with State Government Agencies and
the local Council.
The project began when a few members of the community and the South Gippsland
Conservation Society got together to plant and revitalise a block of land (approximately 11
hectares) just outside Wonthaggi. The SGCS was granted a five year licence by the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and the project was kicked started by a grant
from the Pick My Project scheme from the Victorian government.
The original block had been used as an off road track and car dumping site, was deeply rutted in
parts and had been cleared of original vegetation in parts.
The project includes undertaking a site cultural heritage study, vegetation study, restoring an
ephemeral wetland, constructing a board-walk across the wetland and creating linkages to a
public Rail Trail walking path.
Other funding for the project has been granted by the Bass Coast Shire Council and DELWP and
support, in the form of plants, has been given by another community group, the Wonthaggi Seed
Bank and Nursery. Members of the public and other local community groups have supported
working bees on the site.
Without this partnership between the community and government this project would not have
been undertaken.

South Gippsland Conservation Society worked in partnership with the Wonthaggi Seed Bank, Bass Coast Shire Council,
DELWP, Parks Victoria, and Department of Premier and Cabinet
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