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Submission to Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Populations from the
Walkerville Ratepayers and Residents Association
1. Background to the Association
The Walkerville Ratepayers and Residents Association is an incorporated association representing the
concerns of residents and home owners of postcode 3956.
2. Background to Walkerville and Waratah Bay and its challenges (a case study)
This submission outlines the current situation at Walkerville and possible interventions to alleviate
population pressures compounded by climate change in the hope that it might better inform the
Committee about the issues facing small coastal townships.
Walkerville is a historical limestone mining and fishing settlement split into two (Walkerville North and
South) situated on Waratah Bay in South Gippsland about two and a half hours from Melbourne. Both
Walkervilles are surrounded by farmland and Cape Liptrap Coastal Park, managed by Parks Victoria. A small
coastal strip is public land and managed by DELWP. A Council road runs along the beachfront at Walkerville
North. Permanent dwellings are not numerous (a couple of hundred including farms). There are few
permanent residents and built accommodation is mainly populated by weekenders (from Melbourne or
further inland who are either second home owners or Air B&B lets). A recent survey of residents/owners
overwhelmingly endorsed not expanding the size of both North and South settlements. Retaining the
existing town boundaries was enshrined in South Gippsland Shire Council’s recently gazetted C90 planning
amendment.
There are no shops, motels or hotels less than 20 k away. Basic camping is popular as there is a small public
camping ground on Crown Land at Walkerville North managed by a Foreshore Committee of Management
on behalf of DELWP and a more basic campground on public land near Walkerville South managed by Parks
Victoria. Fishing is a popular pastime with off beach launching occurring at both North and South beaches.
There are only two vehicle road accesses to the beach ‐ one at Walkerville North which is paved and runs
along the beachfront and the other at Walkerville South which is partially paved. Both are no through roads
and parking is limited, particularly at South. There are one or two other tracks but these are either not
suitable for vehicles or are blocked from the beach by privately owned farmland. Additional car access to the
Bay can occur farther away at the two small hamlets of Sandy Point and Waratah Bay both of which also
have camping facilities. There are no designated bicycle tracks and only one or two walking tracks, neither of
which access the beach directly. Beach access for cars is therefore strictly limited creating bottlenecks at
weekends and holiday peaks.
A recent Report by The Victorian Environmental Assessment Council (VEAC) “Assessment of Victoria Coastal
Reserves” concluded that nearly 20% of the land at Walkerville would be subject to inundation from either
sea surges or storm surges by 2040. This would inundate the camping grounds and cut off beachside road
access.
In summary, Walkerville is a small sleepy village in a relatively pristine natural environment
whose existing beach accesses and camping grounds are limited and threatened by sea level rises with
limited funds to mitigate.
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2.1

Challenges from growing populations

There are a series of challenges facing Walkerville from population growth. This growth stems primarily from
the growth of Melbourne, particularly its outer suburbs, and not from growth in the region which is
predicted to be relatively small. Currently, demand pressure comes mainly from day trippers and holiday
makers and not from those seeking to relocate as employment, schools and shops are not locally available.
The growth in the Melbourne population seeking an outdoor experience including beach access has led to
increases in the number of cars and parking problems as well as increases in the number of boats being
launched.
The demand for camping is also strong and the campground at Walkerville North is oversubscribed during
the January School Holidays.
Coping and catering for this increase in visitors and their different demands is exacerbated by the effect of
climate change on existing infrastructure, mainly beach roads which require additional protection from
storm surges which is costly and local funds are limited.
A key challenge is that beach access for walkers as well as parking for cars and boat trailers is very limited.
There is only one road to both Walkerville North and South beaches and during the summer peak, significant
problems arise from traffic jams, parking overcrowding and the risk of accidents as families jostle with boat
owners for beach presence and walkers and cyclists have to share the road with cars who do not always
obey the speed limit. The current challenges have been addressed chiefly and almost entirely by the local
Foreshore Committee who with their limited funds have funded a series of parking and traffic management
arrangements and closed South Walkerville beach to boat launching in January. DELWP, Parks Vic and South
Gippsland Shire have been limited in their support and indeed have up until now refused to provide any
traffic management assistance for this coming summer. Requests to Council and Parks Victoria for additional
walking tracks have been unsuccessful due to funding constraints.
For as long as beach access remains limited and the relevant agencies refuse to or cannot provide
assistance, the problem of managing visitor influxes will only grow. It will also be compounded by erosion
due to climate change.
3. Submission
3.1 Value of Environmental Infrastructure in general
There is now little doubt that access to parks, beaches and greenery has a positive effect on well‐being.
Indeed, just being able to see green vegetation has been demonstrated to be of psychological benefit. The
challenge going forward will be how to preserve for the future these benefits at Walkerville, occurring as
they do mainly in public land, in light of increasing visitation pressure, climate change and the desire of the
local community to retain the area’s “unspoiled” ambience. The situation is not unique to Walkerville,
however, and will no doubt be echoed in other coastal settlements.
Population pressure from Melbourne will place increasing strain on retaining existing parks, the maintaining
of existing open spaces and ensuring that wilderness beaches and their surrounds are not invaded
insensitively by tourists. It may well be that these pressures become so great that the only way to cope with
the growing demand is to look at a further opening up of areas and the acquiring of more public spaces. This
latter activity may require the purchasing, rezoning or annexing of privately owned land.
While not an immediate problem at Walkerville, in more attractive and larger coastal settlements there will
no doubt be increasing pressure from developers for access to or ownership of existing public land and open
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spaces for housing and tourism‐related development. This needs to be opposed unless a clear public benefit
can be demonstrated.
In this submission we argue that existing parks and open spaces should be preserved for the public and
preferably increased through negotiation with Councils, compulsory purchase or public private partnerships.
We are not in favour of decreasing their number or allowing additional encroachment. However, we are in
favour of looking at how underutilised assets could be better deployed and/or additional access sensitively
increased.
3.2 Addressing the pressure of population growth at Walkerville
In addition to pressure to build additional permanent accommodation in rural and beach areas, pressure on
parks and open spaces from increased population is manifesting itself in the growing number of people on
beaches, accessing boat launching facilities, seeking camp sites and parking their cars. We believe that while
this pressure needs to be acknowledged and acted upon it should be done sensitively in order not to destroy
the ambience of the area. The Walkerville area will be used as a specific example of what might be done to
address these pressures.
3.2.1 Permanent accommodation in 3956
Various reports, studies and planning scheme reviews undertaken by South Gippsland Shire Council has
determined that because of the absence of sewerage and limited infrastructure Walkerville (North and
South) is not earmarked for growth in terms of additional housing and there are no immediate plans to
rezone farmland. However, given possible future demand for second homes or homes in the country it will
be important to ensure that given the value of preserving Cape Liptrap Coastal Park it is essential that a ban
is placed on freeing local public land for private housing and that any additional housing be directed to areas
with more space and appropriate infrastructure and where the local amenity and environment would not be
negatively affected. In this case the beach township of Waratah Bay which is sewered rather than
Walkerville. The Committee needs to recommend that existing and if necessary enhanced State Government
planning controls ensure that Parks Victoria and DELWP are not permitted to allow private housing on
existing State land.
3.2.2 Non‐permanent accommodation
Not everyone can afford to have a second house at the beach and so access to low‐cost non‐permanent
accommodation such as camping grounds is a vital amenity. The Association is in favour of increasing the
number and capacity of existing camp grounds locally where this can be done without clearing large areas of
vegetation and where water supply and effluent treatments permit. We urge the Committee to recommend
that Parks Victoria, DELWP and South Gippsland Council work together to explore possible expansion
options and /or additional local camping grounds.
3.3.3 Day‐trippers
The pressure of population growth on Walkerville comes predominately from day trippers who wish to
access the beaches of Waratah Bay. Unfortunately, the current access roads provide significant traffic
management challenges and once at the beach there is limited parking availability. In addition, there is no
network of bicycle or walking tracks that would provide more suitable alternatives to enjoying the bush and
beach than cars. Master planning for parking at both beaches has identified that there is limited scope for
expansion. Solving the problem of catering for increasing visitor numbers in cars will require the
identification and development of additional access points to the beach for cars and additional walking
tracks from more distant car parks. Again, this needs to be done sensitively and given the nature of the area
large roads and big concrete car parks are not what is envisaged. Additional access could be via DELWP or
Parks Vic land or even through publicly acquired private farmland. We are unaware of the precedent of
compulsory acquisition in country areas but it does occur for public purposes in the city and we see no
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reason why it cannot occur in rural areas. The current ban on additional walking track construction and
enhanced beach access by Parks Victoria needs to be re‐examined as there are several sites locally that
would lend themselves to appropriate parking and beach access via tracks. This may also be the case
elsewhere in the State. Similarly, it may be possible to provide additional access to beaches by upgrading
existing tracks. DELWP, Parks Vic and South Gippsland Council need to be required to work together to see
what might be possible and the Government needs to examine what funding might be allocated for such
purposes. It is hoped that the consultation exercise on developing a Victoria Marine and Coastal Strategy will
be of assistance in this regard.
3.3.4 Conflicting beach access demands
At Walkerville we have experienced tensions between those who wish to launch boats for fishing or
recreational purposes and those, particularly families, who wish to access the water for swimming or
paddling. This is particularly acute in the Summer peak. A change in parking arrangements at Walkerville
North and the closing of the beach at Walkerville South in January has helped reduce accident risk and
allowed families to better enjoy the beach but it has not been without controversy. Government Policy in
regard to enhancing recreational fishing and boat launching (Better Boating Victoria), coupled with
increasing visitor numbers, will only exacerbate the problem if consideration is not given as to how the
needs of these different user groups might be better met, through introducing a system of designated
beaches boat launching free at certain times as well as identifying sites for new boat launching facilities in
areas that do not abut regular swimming spots or family beaches.
It is hoped that the development of the Victorian Marine and Coastal Strategy will also address these issues.
4. In summary
The Walkerville Ratepayers and Residents Association urges the Committee to recommend that:
4.1 Existing and if necessary enhanced State Government planning controls be introduced or
strengthened to ensure that the building of private housing on State land is prohibition
4.2 Parks Victoria, DELWP and South Gippsland Council work together to explore possible expansion
options and /or additional local camping grounds without undue destruction of local vegetation
4.3 Council, Parks Victoria and DELWP work together to identify and develop additional car access points
to beaches and additional walking tracks from new more distant car parks. This additional access could
be via DELWP or Parks Vic land or even through publicly acquired private farmland, perhaps via a system
of compulsory acquisition.
4.4 The current ban on additional walking track construction and enhanced beach access by Parks
Victoria needs to be re‐examined.
4.5 Where possible, additional access to beaches by upgrading existing tracks by DELWP, Parks Vic and
Councils should occur and a pool of Government funding allocated for such a purpose
4.6 Better Boating Victoria work with local Councils, Parks Victoria and DELWP to designate some
beaches boat launching free at certain times of the year as well identifying locations for additional boat
launching facilities that do not abut regular swimming spots or family beaches.
4.7 Funds be available to address beach access issues that are likely to worsen due to climate change
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Submitted on behalf of the Walkerville Ratepayers and Residents Association by
Dr Irene Irvine
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