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22 September 2020
The Committee Manager
Standing Committee on Environment and Planning
Parliament House, Spring Street
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002
eii@parliament.vic.gov.au
RE: Parliamentary Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations

To whom it may concern,
Thank you to the Legislative Council Environment and Planning Committee for examining
Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations.
Housing development is occurring rapidly within, and on the outskirts of, the Melbourne
Metropolitan area – including the building of new homes, roads, community facilities and
business precincts. Unfortunately, many buildings are being constructed with very little
consideration of their impact upon, and co-existence with, suitably large remaining spaces
for native bushlands. As well, there has been little or no provision for effective wildlife
corridors.
Development is widespread and is being situated in spaces interfering with, and reducing
the amenity and quality of, remaining natural environment spaces in and around
Melbourne. For example, freeways are being built next to parks and over wetlands e.g. the
Mordialloc Freeway was recently approved by State Government. This is resulting in a
gradual reduction in the size and quality of remaining Melbourne Metropolitan green
corridors and natural habitats.

Each time a new development, road or freeway is added, there is a never-ending
accumulation of negative impacts on flora and fauna biodiversity, and wildlife habit as urban
growth and development continue to ignore or encroach upon remaining green-corridors
which are seemingly given very low priority in the decision making process, in every new
development project.
The purpose of this letter is to raise our strong concern, for the need for a long term overriding urban plan, protect all trees and plant more trees in open spaces – secured by the
Law particularly in the context of a rapidly growing population which places greater
demands for building more housing and infrastructure. To ensure new urban building
zones are constructed in sympathy with, and with prioritised protection and provision for,
wide and connected peaceful natural habitat zones.
Rapidly growing population will continue to encroach our natural environment and impact
biodiversity. Urban planning needs to be designed to:


protect existing corridors of trees, bushland, waterways, and natural sites,



encourage non-motorised traffic e.g. walking/cycling to schools, work, shopping
centres,



minimize vehicles on roads - a leading cause of urban air and noise pollution, and the
source of accidents, stress on citizens and traffic congestion, and



ensure buildings are energy efficient.

All of these desirable outcomes should be decreed by the building code in the State of
Victoria. We must think ahead to minimize our Carbon footprint, protect the natural
environment, provision for healthier and happier residents, and more connected and safer
communities - at all costs.
This Letter is written on behalf of the 700 strong followers of the SFA who share a common
concern and gratitude for the narrow piece of natural environment which fringes our

Beaches in Sandringham. As well, as President of the SFA Dr Karalis is a doctor in General
Practice. This Letter serves as a reminder of the similar concerns of many, many more:
Australia’s peak medical groups, representing around 90,000 or 75% of the nation’s doctors,
recently wrote to Prime Minister Scott Morrison urging him to act on climate change
mitigation as part of the COVID-19 pandemic economic response, in order to better invest in
Australians’ health.
Coordinated by Doctors for the Environment Australia, the signatories to that
letter represented the nation’s GPs, emergency room doctors, physicians, obstetricians,
psychiatrists and other disciplines. Many of these professionals are on the frontline defence
of the coronavirus pandemic.
That letter was signed by Doctors for the Environment Australia (DEA), the Australian
Medical Association (AMA), The Royal Australian College of General Practitioners (RACGP),
The Royal Australasian College of Physicians (RACP), The Australasian College for Emergency
Medicine (ACEM), The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Psychiatrists (RANZCP),
The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists
(RANZCOG), Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine (ACRRM), College of Intensive
Care Medicine (CICM), and Australian Medical Students' Association (AMSA).
That letter stated, in part, that: The world is in the middle of two global health emergencies:
the viral pandemic and climate change. As we continue efforts to limit the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, we must ensure that we also have a whole-of-government approach
towards addressing climate change, which also has potentially catastrophic health impacts.
Carbon pollution and associated global warming will have profound consequences on the
fundamentals of human health: clean air, water, access to food and a safe climate.

On behalf of all those this Letter represents, we would also like highlight the unprecedented
bushfires of the 2019/2020 Summer, and the associated smoke pollution which together
claimed more than 400 lives, and resulted in the hospitalisation of more than 3000 people
for heart and lung problems. As well we note the psychological health impacts that

occurred, and will re-occur for decades to come, due to the bushfires and related loss of
healthy, well-cared for natural environment spaces.
In summing up, we urge you to please protect our natural environment and open spaces
at all costs, plant more trees in every available open space to support the ecosystems
which support the health and well-being of our citizens, and their children and
grandchildren. Please urgently implement strategies protected by the building code and
based in the Law that will keep their living spaces green, healthy and sustainable, thus:


Protect open spaces and plant more trees and native vegetation



Preserve our natural environment, and air quality



Keep wide green corridors open and connected in our urban spaces



Mitigate climate change



Assess and, where possible, limit population growth e.g. good family planning.

We need to start seriously reconsidering our built environment and prepare for accelerating
climate change, our changing natural landscape and prepare for future natural disasters.
This includes reassessing population growth management, controlling or de-centralising
urban sprawl, and addressing and strengthening our building standards and building codes
to this effect.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Vicki Karalis AM

Helen Gibson

President

Chair

Sandringham Foreshore Association

