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A Submission to the Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations
The expansion of Melbourne in response to the rapid population rises largely fuelled by the
immigration policies of our Governments has led to a pressing need to plan for more open space, for
the human population but also the wildlife population that is being displaced. No time has this been
made more clear, than in the time of COVID 19. It is very obvious in any park, for example the
Jawbone Reserve, Williamstown, or Light Horse Park Seymour, that huge numbers of people are out
desperately trying to connect with Nature.
A more distantly remembered example is a summer day on the patch of grass in front of the State
Library, or in the Botanic Gardens as crowds of young people crave even that tiny green place.
The current plans for pocket parks and connecting trails to the shop are totally inadequate on all
counts. Not to say we don’t need them, but we also need much much more. It is irresponsible for
Governments to carve up the countryside for developers while not taking into account the need to
provide for our biodiversity, and for our human need for Nature.
A major park has been proposed for Wallan, in an area which was once a large swamp and bird
habitat, the Herne Swamp. A park of 1000HA needs to be planned and the land will have to be
bought. The government whose policies make it necessary should ante up the funds for the
purchase. This park will be a huge attraction to visitors for bike riding and canoeing, and will add
value to the whole community.
A State park of Mt Disappointment and the Tallarook State Forest would provide a similar boost to the
northern part of Mitchell and the peri urban area to the North of Melbourne. At present there is no
park in that vicinity. It is certainly high time there was. This state forest land is currently badly
managed (lack of staff?) and trashed by motor bikes and off road vehicles, and ferals.
•

I strongly support these parks.

Offsets for developments need to be located in the same biome as the areas which are being lost
forever. It makes no sense to have offsets for areas North of Melbourne being located over near
Werribee. This has been going on for far too long. It is not monitored, and is a total denial of
biodiversity realities, and the needs of the people of the area.
•

•
•
•

State and Federal governments should fund large parks for the needs of the human
population and the biodiversity of a given area. This should cover a full range of biodiversity
types.
This should be an integral part of any growth area planning.
Any Crown land should be preserved for open space, and not sold to devlopers
The Maribyrnong Defence land should be a major park for the Western suburbs, to compare
with Royal Park

I am writing as a concerned citizen with over 45 years experience in volunteer park management and
landscape protection in central Victoria. I took part in the formation of Landcare in Whiteheads Creek
Landcare Group which was one of our first ever landcare groups, formed over 30 years ago. I am
currently President of the Seymour Bushland Park Committee of Management, and a founder and
active member of the Australian Light Horse Memorial Park, in Seymour. I am a member of the
Mitchell Shire Council Environment Advisory Committee. I have received an OAM for my service to

the environment and the community. Though now living in Victoria for over 45 years, I grew up in
Kalkadoon country in Far North West Queensland, where I roamed through the bush, and later
studied in Ipswich and Brisbane.
It might be said that conservation of biodiversity is my consuming passion. However, a lifetime of
experience in this community has convinced me that most people do care deeply about the
environment and our biodiversity, and it is certainly not a party political matter. This love for and
caring for the environment crosses all political boundaries.
Yours sincerely,

Lesley Dalziel

