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Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Committee Received 17/08/2020
Parliament House
Spring Street
East Melbourne Vic 3002
Email: eii@parliament.vic.gov.au
Dear Sir/Madam
Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations

On behalf of the Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc., Mt Waverley, I thank you for the
opportunity to respond to your inquiry.
Introduction
With regard to Damper Creek Reserve. Mt Waverley, “environmental infrastructure” refers
to land reserved for recreation and habitat as well as drainage and associated
engineering.
Damper Creek Reserve is a narrow 11 hectare linear public reserve in Mt. Waverley,
surrounded by increasingly dense residential development. The bushland Reserve was
created in the late 1960s following a local community campaign to prevent barrel draining
of the creek, road construction, residential sub-division and the destruction of the
surrounding bushland.
In 2019, following representations by the Friends Group, Monash Council designated
Damper Creek as a ‘conservation reserve’, in recognition of its indigenous flora and fauna
and its broader value to the community. The many walking trails through the Reserve and
along the creek attract numerous visitors.
Benefits
The benefits of accessing Damper Creek Conservation Reserve include:





the preservation of flora and faunal habitat and biodiversity;
community pride in an aesthetically attractive local environment;
personal, psychological and social community benefits from physical activity
and amenity and the enjoyment of natural surrounds;
economic benefits from the value of trees and vegetation as assets in their
own right plus their contribution to mitigating the effects of climate change
and the heat island effect.

Challenges
The area, quality and accessibility of open space suitable for passive recreation and
conservation of habitat present challenges in Monash. Suburbs in the east of the
municipality, such as Mount Waverley, are fortunate to have several high-quality bushland
reserves. Other areas, especially in the south and west lack open space. The Victorian
Environmental Assessment Council Report (2011) ranked the City of Monash as the fifth
lowest in public open space (9.9%) of the 29 municipalities in Greater Melbourne.
Many of the public open space facilities in Monash are in isolated pockets, lacking
connectivity, especially in terms of providing corridors for wildlife.
Additional demands on available open space are occurring and this will continue due to
the City’s increasing population and the rapid increase in housing density. These pressures
create particular problems for bushland reserves along natural waterways, namely: more
violent stormwater run-off due to vastly increased hard-surface coverage, increased
erosion, silting and litter, and loss of established canopy trees on surrounding properties that
are vital for fauna survival.
Suggestions for Change


In a highly built-up municipality such as Monash, more funding will be required for the
purchase of private land to increase available public open space. This could be
achieved by an increase in the ‘Open Space Contribution Rate’ paid for subdivisions.



More and better connections of open space are needed, especially for creating
wildlife corridors, and for walking and cycling tracks.



The conversion of stormwater drainage systems to favour recharge of groundwater
and provision of wildlife habitat. Damper Creek has considerable stormwater
retention capability with the ponds within the Reserve, together with the ponds within
the Riversdale Golf Course and the Ashwood wetlands. Additionally, individual
stormwater inflow points should be via rain gardens to slow storm water ingress.
Gardiners Creek has considerable stretches which are concrete lined and this
exacerbates downstream flooding. These concreted drains contribute nothing to the
environment or the amenity of the areas through which they flow and should be
removed with the creek restored to something approaching its former state.



Stormwater inputs need control via water retention features. This requires mitigation
of road, roof and hard surface runoff. The rapid change of domestic dwelling stock
in Monash is proceeding without adequate consideration of the increased
proportion of the land covered by hard surfaces. The proportion of the block
covered by the dwelling is accelerating. Not only are the footprints of the dwellings
increasing but the remaining land on residential blocks covered by hard surfaces is
increasing as well.
These changes increase the stormwater burden on both the stormwater drainage
systems themselves and on the watercourses themselves increasing flooding
potential, erosion and destruction of infrastructure due to high and rapid flows during
more frequent storm water events. Environmentally, a high percentage of
stormwater is required to recharge the water table. Instead, this water is flushed into

the Bay, altering its salinity levels and depriving the suburbs of groundwater creating
stress on surviving vegetation and the ever-decreasing loss of tree cover.


The current COVID-19 crisis has emphasised the need for passive recreation spaces,
putting greater pressure on passive bushland spaces such as Damper Creek Reserve.
These open spaces need to be:
 Accessible and large enough to provide valuable exercise potential;


Provide a diverse habitat for wildlife;



Of sufficient quality to provide environmental education;

When planning for increased population, specific habitats must be protected.
Decentralisation to regional areas is an important option for providing for increased
population. Provision of high-quality information technology connections to allow more
people to work more often from home is important in reducing the load on public and
private transportation infrastructure.
Yours sincerely

John Clements
President
On behalf of the Friends of Damper Creek Reserve Inc.
PO Box 2063
Mt Waverley 3149
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