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My name is Graham Proctor, my address is:
I became aware of the inquiry only a recently (16/9.20) and therefore I make this submission in a hurry. I have been
involved in many campaigns in the past (I am now 80) to set up various National Parks and expand public open
spaces in various municipalities across the State. I used to be involved many years ago as a Councillor and former
Mayor of the City of Williamstown for over fifteen years. I was a senior federal public servant working out of
Canberra for over twelve years.
My submission is about setting up a series of urban forests in many of the suburbs in both metro and regional cities
in Victoria. Many have sufficiently large open spaces to construct several, These open spaces can be found in the
large number of outer suburbs of Melbourne and in regional cities who have few passive recreational parks. The
land in question is found in most local government areas, of which the government is keen to sell to make money
for developers, apart from some for themselves. Planning for open spaces is at best, lax, as no principles are
involved regarding how much open space is there for the purposes of passive recreation or for simply ‘walking the
dog.’
It has been calculated by reputable planners that are least six hectares for every two thousand five hundred people
should be made available for all residents within a four KL radius of the respective park. It is also calculated that an
urban forest, of which the principles are also well known, can reduce surrounding temperatures in excess of one
hundred metres of the forest during Summers down by over six degrees just as much as extensive planting of trees
in streets can do the same thing, as long as the minimum standard of one tree per house block is discarded.
An added bonus is countering the rapidly declining numbers of Koalas across the state, this time thanks to the
recent bushfires. Many trees on an urban forest should be planted as, ‘food trees,’ for Koalas as a state‐wide
breeding programme to rebuild the overall numbers is introduced. It is suggested that, depending on the size of the
local urban forest in question, that only a few pairs be released into them to allow them to slowly breed up and then
transfer the surplus numbers back into the wild. Large mature trees are very difficult to plant, so a considerable
mount of time will be there before a programme of this nature can come to fruition. Varying aged tress and specie
will be required as trees do not die at the same age. It is normal for other wildlife to make an urban forest their
home.
The notion of urban forests is not new, but very few have been attempted in the past as they take time to plant and
nurture. The other, often ignored aspect as many are in Queensland, is the notion of making them safe for the
wildlife. Such as fencing against traffic intrusion, safety proofing against cats and dogs and the like.
Please consider this brief submission, as I have little time left to me to fill out forms and a more detailed submission.
Graham Proctor
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