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Additional funds could also be provided to councils (particularly those with large expanses of space and lower
residential/rate base) to enable them to diversify the offer of environmental infrastructure for their residents ‐
particularly in outer suburbs and rural townships ‐ so there are recreational and open spaces available that appeal to
a broader range of audiences.
Diversification in areas where existing investment (such as recreation reserves) could enable them to be upgraded
to make them more multi‐use spaces. Many areas are only used on weekends for matches and some weeknights for
training ‐ often only for a few hours and not all year round. We should make the investment into these spaces
achieve more for the whole of the community, not just the football, cricket and netball players who only use them
for a few hours each week. Add some equipment for young people like BMX tracks, skateboard ramps, concreted
areas for scooting, shaded areas, diverse playground equipment that also appeals to older children and teens ‐ they
can be a community hub and provide social space for a range of age groups, not just one small sector of the
community. Committees of management should be supported (administratively and with funds) to manage the
greater diversity of facilities as many are already struggling to meet their basic needs and there is a great deal of
pressure on a few individuals to keep things running. It is also really important to focus this investment in the outer
townships where there is less investment overall, so they have modern facilities that ensure their township is
catered for and they don’t have to travel long distances to stay fit and healthy, and they can retain their sense of
community.
In our warming climate, recreational facilities like pools have become incredibly important for communities ‐ but
many are aging and local councils are looking to decommission them and replace with cheaper alternatives like
splash parks. No farmer wants to get home from a day in the paddock to have a BBQ by a splash park ‐ they deserve
the dignity of a pool to use and enjoy with their friends and family.
Funds could also be allocated to local councils to enable them to fund the more rapid expansion of their walking and
bike path network to connect residential areas with commercial hubs and recreational facilities to facilitate a
transition of communities to a more active lifestyle, less dependent on private fuelled vehicles for transport within a
neighbourhood.
I also note the title of your inquiry "... to support growing populations". It is important to recognise that the
1

provision of quality facilities can help facilitate population growth, and where facilities haven't been adequately
maintained or provided, populations can be in decline. There needs to be allowance for such funds to be allocated
to towns that are suffering decline due to lack of investment in quality environmental infrastructure, so they can
attract and retain residents into the future, and encourage new investment in those places.
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