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Terms of Reference
1. The benefits of accessing and using different types of environmental infra structure Open
space nature for its own sake not convenient access need to drive park the natural world
walk
-there is a need to define on maps of each Council municipality the various kinds of Open Space, that
is -Existing Parks, Reserves and natural bush land and urban forest
-there is an obvious need to define what Open Space is in all its different types, and how it may be
categorised so there is common understanding amongst all parties, particularly between state and
local governments.
-for example, can all of the following, below, be defined as Open Space? Is a golf course already
open space, regardless of who is using it, and so this notion of unlocking is flawed. We need to be
reclaiming land from commercial, industrial or even residential zoned land.
-a Golf Course, Sports Fields such as football ground, cricket field and cricket nets and soccer pitch),
a hockey field, lawn bowls, a velodrome, tennis courts.
-Creek embankments, land along Railway tracks, land that is State owned, school grounds, industrial
land that could be reclaimed and revert to open space particularly along creeks.
- market- gardens and community gardens.
-Identifying significant trees, bush land or grass land that should have more open space around it, to
increase the space or create an urban forest.
What’s important about diversity of Open Space? Is this about an exercise in justifying turning
existing open spaces into multi use open space or is it about the need to actually increase the
amount of open space needed for future population growth? It could be argued that the existing
amount of open space is inadequate for the current population.
-Getting back to nature is what Covid shows us is really important for mental and physical well being.
-Diversity of canopy trees for shade
-Diversity fruit, herbs and vegetables
-Bushes, mix of introduced and native species
-Grasses, predominantly native varieties
-Urban forest, local botanic gardens or arboreta
-Wetlands and opportunities for storage/capture of storm water run-off.
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-Variety - not all the same size
-More variety in size - pocket parks, land along railway tracks.
-Increasing native and some exotic vegetation for shade and for show
For biodiversity and habitat for birds and insects
Fresh air, fragrances
Shade in summer
Cooler in summer
Some dog-free parks

Edna Walling’s design idea of creating rooms of grass, framed with vegetation
Some with playground equipment
Some that are multi-purpose open areas
All that have some designated recreational or area

2. The impact of population growth in Melbourne and regional centres on the provision and
preservation of environmental infrastructure.
I live in Preston in the City of Darebin, which historically has been lax in the provision of and
care for open space. The inadequate investment in maintenance and a low standard of
ongoing maintenance is quite evident, and particularly are poorly dealt with in the northern
parts of Darebin compared to the better off southern end of the municipality, where many
parks contain well established trees and provide good amenity; seating, lighting, bins, paths
and even drinking fountains and outdoor exercise equipment.
In my view the essence of open space is to see a big sky, breathe fresh clean air and enjoy
variety in any setting where each can and should be different in size and in what experience
is provided. However, what we have in many of our parks often feels/looks similar to tree
species that are also now used as street trees [crepe myrtles and Manchurian ornamental
pear trees], similar playground equipment, lacking any individuality or uniqueness. For
example, Councils could develop a different theme for each space, catering for diversity
within community giving kids a sense of discovery.

3. Differences in the availability of environmental infrastructure between suburbs and between
different regional centres
-a range of uses by local groups, families, children, teens and the aged.
-as an older person I don’t think that every park should contain playground equipment. I’d like to
see Councils develop and provide a map displaying where the open space parks are located and
the unique features and attributes and attractions of each.
-near where I live is the Pavilion School which was originally built as a two storey primary school. In
the school grounds are some magnificent established stands of gum trees. It is like an urban forest
which attracts a diversity of birdlife and provides the visitor with the feeling of getting back to
nature, with fragrances of eucalypt and earth, a small but special place. In one corner Council, in
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cooperation the school and community have established a productive community garden growing an
assortment of vegetables.

4. The effectiveness of current legislation and planning provisions in securing environmental
infrastructure
The way that the current Local Council operates is that funds raised through new
development that mostly occurs in the northern suburbs of Darebin, are spent in the
southern suburbs, to the detriment of the north.
Definitions of what a “canopy tree” is should be clear and used across the board in all
departments at both State and Local Level. Darebin’s Planning Department now has a
bizarre situation where 3 categories of canopy tree are applied; small canopy, medium
canopy, large canopy where the small canopy tree might grow to be a maximum height of an
adult in height. In my view this is not a canopy tree.
In my view Darebin Council has historically ignored addressing the potential differences in its
environmental infrastructure. Much more could be done along the two creeks bordering the
municipality. In the northern sector of Darebin Creek-(East Preston), north of Northland, when
comparing the Banyule side has made provision of open space between the creek and housing,
generally, the Banyule side feels like there are more canopy trees and is more like an urban
forest, while on the Darebin side, Council has designated industrial land to encroach too close to
the Darebin Creek. At East Reservoir, Darebin Council has, in my view, effectively turned its back
on what could/should be a really pleasant place to live/walk, instead feels more like a ghetto,
unwelcoming, scary and intimidating.
In contrast, Darebin Parklands (on the same creek, but further south between Northcote and
Fairfield) and All Nations Park are equal to some of the best in Melbourne
Clearly the open space levy imposed during the boom has been too low, whereby large scale
developers are finding ways of not paying a fair share. 2.5% - 5% is definitely inadequate.
In Darebin, this situation is compounded by Council not having imposed the Developer’s
Contribution Levy for more than 3 years, leaving some northern suburbs in the municipality
further deprived of amenity in general and infrastructure in parks and open space.
New open space initiatives will help satisfy the need to increase the amount of open space as
long as the levy is dedicated to the purchase of land that will provide for required open space. As
well, the open space levy should not go into general revenue or be redistributed, but should go
to the places that have been most impacted by the increase in development. To satisfy the
inadequate amount of space in Darebin, councils own consultants identified that an increase
needed to be 18% but Council in their submission are applying for a 10% increase. In middle ring
suburbs, during the boom years, there has been an absence of consideration or regard for
increasing the area/ amount of open space, to cater for future increase in population growth. In
some parks in the south of Darebin, Council intends to improve existing open space areas, but
very little improvement is proposed in the north around Reservoir where most development is
occurring. Unfortunately, funds raised through the Open Space Levy, in Darebin are not tagged,
so the money goes into general funds and gets redistributed, which is usually not going where it
is most needed. Development in the north of Darebin is being used like a cash cow, to raise
funds for upgrades in the well-established southern suburbs of Darebin.
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Refresh Melbourne 2050 encourages development on major corridors, transport routes and
significant development sites that are not necessarily close to or even convenient for potential
users. The focus has been proximity to shops and to work. This may be a problem with
brownfield locations.
As stated previously, Darebin Council historically has not provided adequate areas of open space
and have not provided quality improvements, when we know that the foliage old trees can
soften the hard edges of new buildings.
In Canberra, as a planned city, a desirable feature of that city is the amount of open space on
the streets that is apparent through the set-backs of buildings, no overhead power lines and
wide nature strips and boulevards. But seems for us, that it’s all a problem that we put in the
“too hard basket” and remains not addressed.
We could at least, install pocket parks on major corridors and narrow major roads in order to
interrupt the claustrophobic feeling produced by residential towers of 5 storeys or more.

5. Examples of best Practice and innovative approaches to securing environmental
infrastructure in other jurisdictions.
-Edinburgh Gardens in Fitzroy for the established tree canopy and combination of structured
and natural open spaces.
- Bundoora Park is the saving grace for me. Bundoora Park appeals to a broad cohort of the
community because it contains unusual topography (Mount Cooper views, the creek
established majestic urban forest and the golf course, BBQs, Play space, Mt Cooper
settlement and look out and sufficient car parking for easy access.
- All Nations Park in Northcote demonstrates what can be done in a relatively short time
since it was the municipal rubbish tip.
- Darebin Parklands that is so close to the city but you can still feel like you are in the bush.
-Hive Community Garden in East Preston.
-Heide Gallery kitchen garden and sensory garden are simple examples of providing a
lasting, yet individual experience.
-Brambuk at Hall’s Gap where the design of the building and the landscaping is strongly
influenced by indigenous stories and culture and their use of curvy lines in art and culture.
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