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SV RESPONSE TO THE INQUIRY INTO ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR GROWING
POPULATIONS
Sustainability Victoria is a Victorian Government statutory authority established in 2005 under the
Sustainability Victoria Act 2005 (SV Act) to facilitate and promote environmental sustainability in the
use of resources. SV is governed by a Board appointed by the Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change. SV is part of the Victorian Government’s environment portfolio, led by the
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), and is responsible for delivering
programs that help Victorians use resources more sustainably and take practical action on climate
change.
As a trusted delivery agency of the Victorian Government, SV is passionate about creating a future
where waste is designed out of the system and products and materials stay in our economy for as long
as possible. We are dedicated to working alongside communities to create a local, thriving lifestyle,
where there are no carbon emissions, Victorians are healthy and our economy, strong.

Through SV’s connections with the community, we have learned that support is required in areas such
as providing policy certainty, the use of regulatory powers where appropriate, and programs to
address barriers through sustainable finance, knowledge and information sharing, and behaviour
change. While our home retrofit and energy efficiency programs have an adaptation component, SV
does not have an active role in climate change adaptation but works closely with the Department of
Environment Land Water and Planning (DELWP) .
Through the Climate Change Act 2017, the Victorian Government has set a target of net zero emissions
by 2050 and is calling on all Victorians to help reach this goal. To support the Climate Change Act,
Victoria’s Climate Change Framework sets out Victoria’s vision for 2050 and the approach to achieving
it. Sustainability Victoria plays a crucial role in implementing the Framework by enabling Victorians to
take action on climate change in their homes, workplaces, schools, and in their broader community.
For more information, please visit our website and access our annual reports; we are happy to provide
further information about our programs or partners upon request. Relevant to this inquiry,
Sustainability Victoria has carried out three pieces of research that would be useful for consideration
by the Committee – further details and links are provided below.
Victorians’ Perceptions of Climate Change1 (2017)
In 2016 SV commissioned research with the broad objective of gaining baseline quantitative data on
Victorians’ attitudes and behaviours in relation to climate change to inform the development of
1

Social research conducted with a representative sample of over 3,300 Victorians aged 15 years and over.

programs, including behaviour change and information campaigns; to guide policy; and to measure
future changes in community sentiment.
The key findings relevant for this inquiry are:







Victorians are aware of the impacts of climate change on the natural environment and are
concerned that these impacts will directly affect them and their family.
Key concerns vary across the state and include bushfires, drought, heatwaves, coastal erosion,
crop failure and air pollution.
Action on infrastructure designed to protect Victorians’ local environment from climate
change damage and increase nature’s resilience to extreme weather would assist to alleviate
concern, and what’s more, is expected.
Nine in ten Victorians expect, and support, State and local government action on climate
change, including protecting their local environment and preserving nature.
Protecting biodiversity and preserving a healthy environment for future generations was one
of Victorians’ main concerns around climate change.

Further
details
of
this
research
can
be
found
on
SV’s
website:
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-us/Research/Victorians-perceptions-of-climate-change
ResourceSmart Schools and Wellbeing
ResourceSmart Schools (RSS) is a free program offered by Sustainability Victoria that supports
Victorian schools to embed sustainability across the school facilities, community and curriculum, while
saving resources and money for the school. Schools join the program, then have access to an online
portal (ResourceSmart Schools online), where they learn and practice ways to integrate sustainability.
In 2019, SV commissioned research to explore how the RSS program contributes to student wellbeing.
The goal of the research was to investigate potential links between the wellbeing of schools, and their
engagement with the sustainability education program ResourceSmart Schools to help understand cobenefits of the program for teachers and students.
Since 2008 over 1400 schools have participated in the program. Together, they have:


saved over $28 million on bills;



planted more than 5.4 million plants;



saved nearly 84,000 tonnes greenhouse gas;



diverted 172,000 cubic metres of waste from landfill;



saved nearly 1.5 million kilolitres of water.

The RSS program is delivered through 5 modules. The biodiversity module was one of two modules
identified as linked to increased wellbeing in students by teachers participating in the study. This main
study and the initial pilot provided evidence of links between RSS activities and wellbeing.
• Students’ views about environmental sustainability in their schools were highly positive;
• Eighty-three percent (83%) of students agreed or strongly agreed that their school cares about
the environment. This ranged between 94% in primary and 64% in upper secondary;

• Students in highly engaged RSS schools were more likely to agree that their school was
environmentally sustainable and that they actively engaged in sustainability activities.
Being at a RSS school made students feel:
• happy that their school cares about helping the environment;
• proud that their school cares about the future;
• safe and healthy, knowing that their school maintains a clean green environment;
• motivated to care for nature, wildlife and the environment beyond school;
• engaged and connected to nature by being outdoors; and
• empowered by having a voice, taking action, and making a difference.

Further
details
of
this
research
can
be
found
on
SV’s
website:
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/About-us/Publications/ResourceSmart-Schools-and-Wellbeing

SV is broadly supportive of accelerating urban greening which provides a safe space for climate
extremes, can prevent erosion and flooding, and ameliorates the urban heat island effect. Increased
access to parks and nature across Victoria can enhance its positive influence on mental health and
climate change adaptation. Investment in environmental infrastructure that has co-benefits for
mental and physical health, climate change, and affordability such as active transportation corridors
(walking paths, cycling routes) and community sports facilities are also positive. It is clear that action
on climate change requires participation from all sectors, including government. There is a lot of
activity happening in Victoria that provides direction for future scaling up in order to have meaningful
impact. Through its strong connection with community, SV has an important role to support action on
climate change and is actively doing so through the programs we deliver on behalf of the Victorian
Government. SV’s connections with stakeholders ensure that our programs are built around need, and
reflect best practices, both locally and internationally. SV collects and provides reliable data, market
and behavioural insights. This information can inform sound investment, improved resource
management, as Victoria transition to a circular, climate resilience economy.
For more information, please visit our website; we are happy to provide further information about
our programs or partners upon request.

