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Individual submission to:
Parliament of Victoria Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations
Name: Jane Victoria Holroyd

Submitted Friday October 30th 2020

An inquiry into the current and future arrangements to secure environmental infrastructure, particularly
parks and open space, for a growing population in Melbourne and across regional centres to the
Environment and Planning Committee for consideration and report no later than 31 December 2020.
*The Speaker advised the House on 2 June 2020 that the Legislative Assembly Environment and
Planning Committee has extended its reporting date for the Inquiry into environmental infrastructure
for growing populations to 30 June 2021. This extension was agreed to by the committee under the
resolution of the House on 23 April 2020.
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To the committee, chair and DELWP staff
Thank you for considering my submission, which I’m making as I face the prospect of losing significant
access to my local park and recreation space, and a community garden I helped to build on a rail corridor
in my suburb of Coburg North.



Hosken Reserve, Coburg North
‘Mount Coburg’ community garden, Charles St, Coburg North.

Green and open spaces are vital for our physical and mental health, now more than ever, and likely
more so in the future as the population of Moreland and Melbourne grow and our urban landscapes
warm to levels severely impacting liveability.
My community in Melbourne’s north is not losing access to these two spaces out of necessity. So I’m
asking committee members to consider the mechanisms and power structures that will destroy these
spaces ‐ or significantly reduce their accessibility and functionality ‐ against a backdrop of climate
emergency, increasing urban density and worsening health issues caused by inactive lifestyles.
I am passionate about both active recreation and sport. I work at Victoria Walks (although my
submission is not on its behalf). I am also a soccer player (I played for 20 years until tearing my ACL in
2018) and I coach a girls’ soccer team at the Darebin Falcons, a female‐only soccer, AFL and cricket club.

“It doesn’t need to be sport versus recreation. It can certainly be both.”
Committee chairman, Darren Cheeseman.
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Hosken Reserve, Coburg North
This reserve is the only significant open recreation space in my neighbourhood of Merlynston. For many
residents it is the only park within walking distance of their homes (400m, as defined by Victoria’s
current Planning Scheme). I walk my dog at this park several times a week and meet a friend to jog
around the oval. My children play on the oval and the reserve was identified as an important recreation
space for local residents when they were last surveyed by City of Moreland in 2007‐2009 about their use
of the space. The southern half of Hosken Reserve is fenced off for exclusive use by a soccer club.

City of Moreland, with funding contributions from the Victorian Government and Pascoe Vale FC, has
recently tendered out a plan to convert the northern half of Hosken Reserve – a large grass oval and off‐
lead dog park – into synthetic soccer pitches. The pitches will be used up to 70 hours per week by soccer
clubs and a local private school.
This plan marks a significant deviation from the council’s existing masterplan for the park and was never
subject to consultation with Merlynston residents, undoubtably a significant stakeholder group. Since
the plan became public in late September 2020, 3000 people (mostly residents of Moreland) have
signed a petition calling on Moreland to halt the project. Many have written to the Victorian
Government urging it to withdraw its $500,000 grant on the basis the project was not subject to
community consultation and will destroy a sustainably‐watered grass, multi‐purpose sport and
recreation space.
Read more at: https://www.savehoskenreserve.com/
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The issues
Incremental effective privatisation of open space (parks and recreation reserves) by
persuasive, organised sports interests at the expense of informal sport, and active and
passive recreation
A recent study has found while there has been a rise in overall leisure‐time physical activity among
Australians, there has been little change in the prevalence of organised sport. Australians, particularly
adults, are turning away from sports clubs as the setting for their physical activity. While it’s
understandable that governments support organised sport, which has many benefits for individuals and
society, this support should never come at the expense of space and financial support to enable
activities that are already accessible and appealing.
Football Victoria’s growth strategy for inner urban areas explicitly focuses on forming good relationships
with local councils and the Victorian Government. It hopes to create an additional 16 full‐sized soccer
pitches within the City of Moreland by 2026. Football Victoria appears to have established a fruitful
relationship with City of Moreland, with the council acting to auspice a report, paid for by Sport and
Recreation Victoria, called the North West Region – Football Venue Strategic Review & Feasibility Study
(adopted by City of Moreland August 2009).
It is also easier for members of organised sports clubs to lobby for attention. Local residents of
Merlynston in Coburg North who are effectively losing access to their only significant recreation space
are understandably concerned that powerful, organised voices have contributed to council and state
government elevating the environmental infrastructure needs of others at their expense.
Suggested solution: All levels of government must act to ensure equal or proportional funding and
policy support to: organised sport and recreation versus informal sport and active recreation.
Both require access to environmental infrastructure to keep Victorians moving and healthy. Do not
punish one because it lacks lobbying power.
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Increasing conversion of cool, shared grass spaces to hot synthetic turf suitable and appealing
only for sport ‐ particularly problematic in urban areas, where demand for green open space
is fiercer, and the urban heat island impact is greater
Football Victoria, soccer clubs and other sporting codes such as netball are increasingly lobbying for
funding to convert public open space to synthetic turf. The case is made that synthetic turf will enable
greater participation on a smaller amount of space. Synthetic turf is said to have greater carrying power;
up to twice as much. Such claims, along with claims about cost‐benefit analysis need to be rigorously
and independently tested against well‐maintained grass pitches, especially those watered sustainably.
Synthetic soccer pitches cost $1 million and last 8‐10 years.
Synthetic pitches have:





Significant upfront costs, maintenance costs and short life spans
significant environmental costs (microplastics, can’t be recycled, destroy grass and biodversity)
contribute significantly to urban heat island
Have questionable safety benefits to sports participants

Thermal image shows surface temperature difference of grass soccer pitch in Fawkner (at left) compared to synthetic

Suggested solution: Incentivise maintenance, good management and improvement of existing grass
sports fields and open spaces. Many government grants specify funds must be spent on capital (new)
facilities which can result in perverse outcomes, such as at Hosken Reserve in Coburg North – where City
of Moreland plans to rip up a $1.5 million stormwater harvest irrigation system it installed in 2016 to
convert a grass sports field to a synthetic soccer pitch because it received a $500,000 grant from the
Victorian Government’s World Game Facilities Fund. The existing masterplan for the reserve specified an
alternative location for conversion to synthetic turf, a full‐sized soccer field already leased and fenced
off by a soccer club.
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Mount Coburg pocket park: Greening the Upfield rail corridor
I grew up in Melbourne’s leafy inner‐east and moved to Coburg North 12 years ago. I am an active
member of the Upfield Urban Forest, an unincorporated community group which seeks to transform
ugly, unloved spaces either side of the Upfield rail corridor. This is particularly important in City of
Moreland, which has a relatively low level of urban canopy cover. We plant (mainly indigenous plants) to
provide shade and beauty for walkers and cyclists using the Upfield shared path.
Our volunteer work has slowly increased the value our fellow Coburg and Brunswick community
members place on this corridor, and we believe that over time (if supported) our work will increase the
number of people who choose to walk and cycle for both recreation and transport in this part of
Melbourne. https://www.facebook.com/groups/277475689278356/permalink/1048352268857357
The ‘Mount Coburg’ community garden, Charles Street, Coburg North is a small ‘guerilla’ community
garden on City of Morland land at the end of a cul‐de‐sac abutting the Upfield Train line.
Before (2017)

Now (October 2020)

Metro Trains Melbourne / LXRP (North West Alliance) will shortly destroy this small pocket garden to
create a new Metro maintenance depot next to Batman station. While the project team are consulting
the gardeners, and have offered to offset some of our / council’s loss by providing new garden beds and
plants for other spaces, it appears the garden is being sacrificed needlessly. It is unclear to me why a
driveway connecting two spaces needs to be built through the garden when Metro staff could drive out
of one space, across the road and into the other.
MTM/CRB have opted to build a driveway through the garden because they can. This comes on the back
of the Moreland‐Bell Level Crossing Removal Project where Vic Government authority destroyed nearly
all of the valuable, established trees along the rail corridor between Bell Street and Albion Street. Many
of these trees had been rated of high significance by council and by independent arborists but are not
subject to the same protections government would grant to built structures such as war memorials. It
was clear the design team did not consider all options to spare more of these trees.
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When pinch comes to shove, policies, aspirations, plans and strategies fall by the wayside far too often
in state government infrastructure projects; for expediency and for budget.
Suggested solution: Greater, binding protection for green environmental infrastructure to force
innovation and creativity in design solutions in government infrastructure projects. Increasing urban
density and the climate emergency mean our leaders can no longer afford to take one step forward and
two steps back when it comes to urban forest strategies; and existing established trees are far more
valuable in both respects – capturing significantly more carbon and providing more shade and amenity.

