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Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations
Thank you for the invitation to make a submission on behalf of Golden Plains Shire Council to the Inquiry into Environmental
Infrastructure for Growing Populations.
There are a range of identified and acknowledged benefits to accessing and using different types of environmental
infrastructure. In Golden Plains Shire we acknowledge that these benefits are multi-faceted and include physical and mental
health, social, economic as well as environmental, and, is used and enjoyed by community members ranging in age from preschool to well into retirement.
The attractiveness of townships close to regional centers lies in part with their quality open spaces along with sport and
recreation space – all forms of environmental infrastructure. These are seen as one of the key tools used by LGAs and
property developers to attract new residents and to improve the liveability of towns. Environmental Infrastructure provides
an underlying sense of what is attractive to perspective purchasers and existing residents.
There are however, a number of challenges associated with the design, creation and maintenance of environmental
infrastructure. The location of a number of townships in Golden Plains Shire means that population growth in regional
centres like Geelong and Ballarat, along with Melbourne itself, puts increasing pressure on Council to maintain its existing
reserves, facilities and open spaces and create new options to suit a range of users.
The perception is that due to lots of open space in peri-urban, regional and rural areas, developers don’t need to ensure
open space is provided in new developments. If new environmental infrastructure isn’t coming online, it puts increasing
pressure on what already exists. Within Golden Plains Shire this pressure is coming from internal population growth and as
a result of regional development sprawling closer. Further, if good quality, strategic and usable open space doesn’t come as
part of large scale developments, when will it?
Once Environmental Infrastructure is in place, the challenges associated with it don’t end as it’s rarely a case of ‘set and
forget’. An ongoing task for Council is maintenance requirements. This may include anything from playground equipment
and barbeques through to tree maintenance and weed control. All Environmental Infrastructure requires time and money
to maintain and unfortunately Council isn’t always resourced to maintain its public spaces to the degree it would like to. This
can lead to frustration in the community as some facilities are maintained to a higher degree than others.
Environmental infrastructure is also increasing as a tension point between competing users and interests. While there’s a
desire for natural environment for walking, recreation and biodiversity preservation, these spaces can also be used for illegal
rubbish dumping, firewood collection & motorbike riding.
A classic tension that we see in Golden Plains Shire is that of fire risk. The parks, reserves and other vegetated areas that
attract people to regional areas can also be a concern in terms of their fire risk. As more people move into an area, concerns
around fire management also increase. This is arguably compounded by a lack of knowledge from new residents moving in
from more urban areas with a different level and type of fire risk.

COVID-19 has highlighted the importance of the design, use location of environmental infrastructure. Some people in metro
Melbourne do not have access to ample open space within 5km of their homes. Residents within Golden Plains Shire may
not be restricted in such a way, but may still be inclined to remain closer to home in the short term. This means that access
to diversified local Environmental Infrastructure is more important than ever as people may not be travelling to places
further afield.
Along with the challenges, we’re also seeing an increase in the desire for residents to play a part in managing and improving
their own Environmental Infrastructure. This was recently highlighted though the significant increase in the quantity and
quality of applications for our community strengthening grants programs. People are wanting to get out and improve their
local parks and reserves; we’ve seen a huge increase in the number of community planting events supported by Council over
the past year. This trend for local interest and action is one that we’re keen to support going forward.
Yours sincerely

Eric Braslis
Chief Executive Officer

