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Dear Sir/Madam

Submission - Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations

Rail Trails Australia (RTA) is a predominately volunteer, not-for-profit organisation which works for
the development and promotion of a rail trail network Australia-wide.
Victoria has 1050 kilometres of rail trails protecting native vegetation corridors and providing
valuable recreational opportunities for cyclists, walkers, horse riders and joggers.
Notably, many rail trails are situated in or close to metropolitan Melbourne and key regional centres
providing valuable recreational infrastructure for residents of these cities. For example:
•
•
•
•

The Inner Circle Rail Trail in metropolitan Melbourne is Australia’s busiest rail trail and was
used by over one million people in 2019
The Ballarat-Skipton Rail Trail serves the growing northern and western suburbs of Ballarat
The O’Keefe Rail Trail is a popular recreational trail in Bendigo
The Gippsland Plains Rail Trail serves Traralgon residents.

In the 2020/21 Budget, the Federal Government has allocated $1.8 billion for road and community
projects through local councils across Australia that may include rail trail construction. Some
Victorian councils have rail trail projects that are ‘shovel-ready’. For example, in July 2020 Glenelg
Shire endorsed a feasibility study to construct a rail trail from Casterton to Branxholme.
New and existing rail trails require recurrent funding to maintain their condition. Currently, some rail
trails rely heavily on annual funding from local councils. For example, Corangamite Shire provides
$20,000 per annum to the Committee of Management of the Camperdown - Timboon Rail Trail
while it is understood the Victorian Government does not contribute to its maintenance even
though the trail traverses 34km of state crown land. The maintenance of this trail is particularly
important as it will connect directly with the Twelve Apostles Trail. In May 2020 the Victorian
Government committed $4.5 million towards the construction of the Twelve Apostles Trail, which
will be a key tourism asset for the Great Ocean Road.
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Rail Trails Australia will be making a more detailed submission to the Victorian Government on this
issue in the near future but we are bringing this to your early attention for your consideration.
Yours sincerely

Damian McCrohan
President
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