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Dear Inquiry members
I am a bushwalking activities leader with two bushwalking clubs and am writing to express my concerns about the
declining levels of parks funding in real terms in recent decades.
In my view, the Inquiry should recommend that:
‐ Parks Funding The Victorian Government should focus on restoring parks funding levels to those up to and
including the 1980s, to enable park rangers to do their jobs properly and maintain existing infrastructure.
‐ Parks System Any additional expenditure beyond an increase in recurrent expenditure, should focus on
implementing existing recommendations and commitments that have yet to be fulfilled.
Parks Funding
As a bushwalking leader, I often experience poor conditions in parks. These may include tracks poorly maintained or
closed due to lack of funding, visitor centres closed down, signage not replaced and toilets in poor conditions. Parks
Victoria website is also very lacking in information to provide walkers with recreational and natural feature
information compared to say ten years ago. It is apparent that this is due to a decline in funding over several
decades.
New commitments to environmental infrastructure are pointless if Parks Vic is inadequately resourced.
Currently, Parks Victoria manages 18 per cent of Victoria and approximately five per cent of our marine waters – yet
it receives less than 0.5 per cent of state government expenditure! In real terms its funding has been declining over
many years.
Parks system
Any new investments in green infrastructure should be focussed on those park commitments and recommendations
that the Victorian Government is yet to implement. Two that come to mind are:
1) the VEAC Central West Forests recommendations, for which a Government response is more than six months
overdue. These new parks would provide valuable recreational opportunities for key regional centres such as
Ballarat and Bendigo.
2) Grassland reserves on the perimeter of Melbourne that would provide desperately needed passive recreational
opportunities for residents on Melbourne's fringe.
Yours sincerely

Darren McClelland
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