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The Committee Manager
Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Standing Committee
Parliament House
Spring Street
East Melbourne 3002
24th September 2020
Dear Sir/Madam
Submission to the Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations
I am writing on behalf of the Ballarat Social Trail Horse Riders Club Incorporated, (BSTHRC), and take this
opportunity to express our gratitude for the opportunity to provide input into this investigation. It certainly
provides encouragement for us, because of the potentially positive outcomes with respect to retention and
expansion of recreational horse riding opportunities.
The BSTHRC, an affiliate of the Australian Trail Horse Riders Association, is a recreational trail riding club with
almost 100 listed members. The Club ethos promotes a supportive, social environment for recreational exercise
for novice and experienced riders alike. Members enjoy riding and camping with horses in all areas of Victoria,
we conduct on average 60 trail rides annually.
Our aims include the education of members in safe and environmentally responsible trail riding; the protection
and conservation of Australia’s natural and cultural environment; and to preserve horse riding trails, and to cooperate with other user groups and government departments to achieve these aims.
It is well recognised that time spent in the bush is extremely beneficial to the physical and mental health of the
community. Improved/retained access to nature and the Australian bush will further promote community
health and wellbeing, more vital than ever in a post Covid era.
The BSTHRC proposes increased investment to create new, and upgrade existing shared recreational trail
networks for horse riders, pedestrians, and cyclists throughout Victoria. Such trails provide safe links between
different towns/localities in both metro Melbourne and regional (rural) areas, and the bush, thus promoting a
sense of community and connectiveness, and enhancing physical and mental wellbeing, fitness, social
interaction, enjoyment of the outdoors and our natural environment, and the promotion of tourism.
It is important to note that regional towns benefit from tourist visitation to their areas, through employment
opportunities and economic growth. One example of this is an annual 5-day camp which the BSTHRC conducts
each year in the small township of Landsborough. We average about 60 attendees, (riders and non-riding
family/friends), for five days, spending our tourist dollar on accommodation, at wineries, hotels, and on fuel and
other essentials.

The BSTHRC is proposing the development of environmental infrastructure such as:
•

More off-road, shared trails for horse riders, pedestrians, and cyclists across the outer, peri-urban
shires to link with the rural, regional shires

•

More off-road, shared trails on crown land throughout regional / country Victoria

•

More and improved free camping sites (including for camping with horses) on crown land in regional
Victoria

•

Provision of safe float parking facilities to service the above (wherever practical)

These would enable enhanced appreciation and enjoyment of Victoria’s natural places for locals and visitors
alike, the suggested benefits include:
•
•

•
•

Nature based tourism, visitation spending, local business development and stimulation, increased
regional employment
Promotion of Victoria as a tourist destination by responsibly utilizing/developing our open spaces and
wonderful natural assets and unique experiences available, thus enhancing appreciation for Victoria’s
natural environment
Providing community engagement and social benefits resulting in healthy, connected and active
communities, and improved overall mental and physical health and wellbeing
There will be a lasting infrastructure in place for future generations.

Thank you for taking time to consider this submission. As indicated above, the BSTHRC is prepared to work and
co-operate with government, land managers and other user groups, to establish or develop horse riding trails in
Victoria. I am prepared to make myself available (with other Club members) to this end, or for further
discussions on these issues if required.

Alan G. Salter
President/Secretary
Ballarat Social Trail Horse Riders Club

