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Introduction
.
I wish to make my submission into the Parliamentary inquiry into the current and future arrangements to secure
environmental infrastructure, particularly parks and open space, for a growing population in Melbourne.
I write on behalf of Wyndham Council in Melbourne’s western suburbs. Wyndham is one of the fastest growing
municipalities in Victoria, with a population forecast of over 350,000 people by 2031. In Wyndham there are 12
babies born every day and just over 200 new residents moving to the area each week.
Once described as ‘the country suburb’, Wyndham has reinvented itself as a City of choice with people wanting to
experience the ‘city.coast.country’ lifestyle. Residents love Wyndham for its diverse and colourful community, family
friendly way of life, vibrant retail and shopping precincts, and rapidly growing economy.
The municipality is located on beautiful rich basalt soils, making it one of Australia’s most productive and successful
market garden, farming and grazing regions. Wyndham also features 27.4 km of coastline and is home to some
amazing natural open space areas like the Point Cook Costal Park, K Road Cliffs on the Werribee River and the Point
Cook Marine Sanctuary.
Tourism is a key focus for Wyndham. Our major tourism attractions like the Werribee Mansion, Werribee Open
Range Zoo, National Equestrian Centre and the stunning ShadowFax Winery and Restaurant attract visitors from all
over Australia and the world.
Wyndham Coastal & Marine Management Plan 2020‐2025
.
In June 2020, Council adopted the Wyndham Coastal & Marine Management Plan (CMMP) 2020‐2025 to guide the
future management, development and enhancement of our coastal parks open space areas. The Plan is currently
being reviewed by DELWP for Ministerial Approval under the provisions of the Coastal & Marine Act 2018.
The Wyndham CMMP was developed with significant community engagement and contribution and captures local
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aspirations and priorities for Council led improvements along the coastline. The document also identifies a wide
range of advocacy initiatives for improving public access and environmental infrastructure on State managed land by
Melbourne Water, DELWP and Parks Victoria.
The Plan has identified a significant lack of environmental infrastructure along much of the Wyndham coastline in
our coastal parks and open space areas. A key element of the Plan is the development of the Wyndham Bay Trail, a
shared path connecting Werribee town centre to Point Cook along the coastline. This includes a connection along
the Werribee River through Crown land in Werribee South.
Our community engagement process has revealed a strong desire within our growing community to access the
coastline through walking and cycling paths. We have commenced Bay Trail planning in areas managed by Council
and it is estimated that $14 m will be required over 6 years to implement key Council initiatives in the Plan.
We are currently in the process of implementing the K Road Cliffs Master Plan which will add significant tourism
value to the Werribee Tourism Precinct. This project has been funded by Council in partnership with DELWP through
Growing Suburbs Fund, and a grant which we were very grateful to receive.
State Government Planning & Projects along the Wyndham Coastline and Werribee River
.
The open space areas along the Wyndham Coastline and Werribee River are have been poorly funded for many
years, resulting in an extremely low level of public access in comparison to Melbourne’s eastern suburbs and the
Yarra River. There are several major State led projects that have been planned but never implemented with the
potential to address this disparity. There are currently significant gaps in the provision of environmental
infrastructure required to service our growing population and to connect our City to its coastline. Major project
opportunities requiring State leadership include:
• Implementation of the Werribee River Regional Park Master Plan (2008) connecting Werribee Park with Werribee
South along the western side of the Werribee River on land managed by Parks Victoria. This Master Plan also
includes increased public and tourism access into RAMSAR listed bird habitat areas within the Western Treatment
Plant on land managed by Melbourne Water.
• Construction of a shared path connection on Crown Land managed by DELWP between the K Road Cliffs and
Werribee South on the eastern side of the Werribee River, connecting the Werribee Tourism Precinct to the
coastline.
• Development of a Master Plan for Point Cook Coastal Park managed by Parks Victoria, fully integrating the
alignment of Wyndham Bay Trail
• Funding to construct a boardwalk connection from Point Cook Coastal Park to Sanctuary Lakes and the City of
Hobsons Bay Trail, identified in a Future Directions Plan developed by Parks Victoria in 2005.
These are large and transformative projects, with the potential to change the active transport choices, lifestyle,
health and wellbeing experience of many Wyndham residents. We ask that this Parliamentary Inquiry explore
opportunities to implement State led projects within the foreseeable future, in order to address the outstanding
environmental infrastructure needs of our growing community.
Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission.
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