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To:

Darren Cheeseman MP
Chair
Environment and Planning Committee
Legislative Assembly, Parliament of Victoria

Re:

Town & Country Planning Association Inc. submission to the
Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations

I refer to your invitation dated 5 August 2020 and addressed to Ms Marianne Richards,
President, Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA), to make a submission on
behalf of the TCPA to the above Inquiry.
The TCPA advocates integrated planning of land use and transport for ecological
sustainability and a healthy living environment.
The TCPA is a non-profit public
organisation, established in Victoria in 1914, and is independent of any party political
organisation.
Please find on the following pages the TCPA’s public submission to the Inquiry into
Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations (abbreviated reference “EII”).
This submission refers to Attachment 1 – EPBC Act Review – TCPA submission 17 April
2020 which is separately attached.
Yours faithfully

Peter Hill,
Honorary Secretary, TCPA
28 September 2020

Town & Country Planning Association Inc. submission to the
Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations
Preamble
The Victorian Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Committee received the following
Terms of Reference from the Legislative Assembly on 1 May 2019:
An inquiry into the current and future arrangements to secure environmental infrastructure,
particularly parks and open space, for a growing population in Melbourne and across regional
centres to the Environment and Planning Committee for consideration and report no later than 31
December 2020.
The Committee’s reporting date has since been extended to 30 June 2021.
Examples of environmental infrastructure of particular interest to the Committee include parks and
open space, sporting fields, forest and bushland, wildlife corridors and waterways. The Committee is
primarily interested in environmental infrastructure that is within or close to urbanised areas.
The Committee is interested in the views and insights of stakeholders on any aspect of the Terms of
Reference, including the following issues:








the benefits of accessing and using different types of environmental infrastructure
the impact of population growth in Melbourne and regional centres on the provision and
preservation of environmental infrastructure
differences in the availability of environmental infrastructure between different suburbs and
between different regional centres
the effectiveness of current legislation and planning provisions in securing environmental
infrastructure
existing delays or obstacles to securing environmental infrastructure
the impact of COVID‐19 on the importance, use and design of environmental infrastructure
examples of best practice and innovative approaches to securing environmental infrastructure in
other jurisdictions.

TCPA response
The Terms of Reference appear vague and potentially unworkably broad
Environmental Infrastructure: scope needs definition and clarification
The Victorian Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Committee inquiry is into the “current
and future arrangements within or close to urbanised areas to secure environmental infrastructure;
that is, particularly parks and open space for a growing population in Melbourne and across regional
centres”.
Environmental or Green infrastructure?
The Committee’s examples of “environmental infrastructure” include parks and open space, sporting
fields, forest and bushland, wildlife corridors and waterways. As is the case with Plan Melbourne
2017‐2050 (Plan Melbourne) and in Victoria’s regional growth plans, such elements are usually
referred to as “green infrastructure” and “natural assets”.
“Green infrastructure” describes the green spaces, trees, soils and water systems that intersperse,
connect and provide vital life support for all of us and the other various fauna species within our
urban environments.
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Victoria’s networks of green spaces in Melbourne and regional cities provide opportunities for
people to enjoy frequent contact with nature in urban environments as well as providing important
areas of habitat for biodiversity conservation. These networks include a range of public and private
green infrastructure assets, including:






parks and reserves
backyards and gardens
green roofs and walls
rain gardens
waterway and transport corridors that provide important green linkages.

Green infrastructure is essential for community health and wellbeing and for maintaining the natural
ecosystems on which we depend. It reduces the impacts of climate events such as flooding and
heatwaves, and underpins our economy in areas such as health, liveability and industry.
It should be noted that the Committee’s examples of “environmental infrastructure” may create
confusion as they differ markedly from the traditional definition used by engineers and planners
considering urban development, namely:


“Environmental infrastructure (is that which) … provides cities and towns with water supply,
waste disposal, and pollution control services. They include extensive networks of aqueducts,
reservoirs, water distribution pipes, sewer pipes, and pumping stations; treatment systems such
as sedimentation tanks and aeration tanks, filters, septic tanks, desalination plants, and
incinerators; and waste disposal facilities such as sanitary landfills and secure hazardous‐waste
storage impoundments.”
(https://www.britannica.com/contributor/Jerry‐A‐Nathanson/4206)

Arrangements within environmental infrastructure
TCPA is concerned that there is also a lack of clarity in what the Committee means by “arrangements
within environmental infrastructure”. Can it be assumed that “environmental infrastructure” is
man‐made (either built or legally governed) and managed to enhance green infrastructure and
natural assets?
TCPA considers that:



The Committee needs to clearly and separately define environmental and green infrastructure
and environmental and natural assets.
the Committee’s Terms of Reference should be refined to explain exactly what is in and out of
the scope of the inquiry.

Responding to issues raised by the Committee
1.

The benefits of accessing and using different types of environmental infrastructure

Before considering benefits, objectives for environmental infrastructure be defined. Such objectives
could include:





Enhanced physical and mental health through access to environmental assets;
Protection of environmental assets;
Enjoyment of environmental assets, equitable access, public safety; and
Providing for passive and active use.
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It would be well to define the different types of infrastructure that support the types of
“environmental infrastructure” suggested by the Committee before considering benefits, as some
benefits may be common across different types of infrastructure. The different types of supporting
infrastructure can include:




















Plant nurseries to grow indigenous flora
Habitat for local fauna
Public access roads
Parking areas
Special‐purpose access roads such as required for fire fighting
Availability of public transport services
Walking tracks
Bike tracks
Bridle tracks
Boat launching ramps
Sites developed for particular sports
Amenities
Picnic facilities
Visitor camping and cabins
Education and interpretation centres
Communication facilities such as mobile phone towers
Water storage for uses such as firefighting and revegetation
Accommodation for rangers
Video surveillance

Consideration also needs to be given to the potential conflict between active and passive use as may
be reduced or exacerbated by the infrastructure provided. For example:



2.

On a large body of water, provision for duck hunting, the use of jet‐skis and other motorboats,
would be contradictory and would effectively rule out passive recreation.
In parkland areas, increased bicycle use and activity has resulted in conflicts along shared
bicycle‐pedestrian paths, particularly for the elderly.

The impact of population growth in Melbourne and regional centres on the provision
and preservation of environmental infrastructure

It is suggested that impacts need to be considered on a regional basis. Prior to considering the
impact of population growth two things would be necessary.
1. A stock‐take of each region’s natural assets and environmental infrastructure; and
2. Some basic standards as to requirements for the amount of and accessibility of environmental
assets in each region.
A reconciliation would then be necessary, for each region, between the planned population and the
provision of environmental assets and infrastructure
The development of criteria for allocating existing open land areas (i.e. not built upon, whether in
natural condition or else disturbed in agriculture) for significant definable uses, e.g. agriculture, or
for environment (conservation and environmental sustainability and recreation), and also urban
built‐over uses are paramount.
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The criteria will need to be both performance/process defined (what lands are more or best suited
to categories of functions) and quantified in areal amounts. The starting base is what information is
already in the land survey databases.

3.

Differences in the availability of environmental infrastructure between different
suburbs and between different regional centres

Setting aside existing open land for agriculture or environmental assets must be a necessary part of
planning for growth in regional cities and towns. The addition of say 100,000 people to Bendigo
would be much more disruptive to its agricultural and environmental assets than adding the same
population to Melbourne’s fringes. The functional infrastructures (both connective and
environmental) serving small cities are much less than metropolitan Melbourne.
If small regional cities are going to grow into much larger urban regions, then land use planning
should not only comprehend good “central” activity centres, their adjoining suburban districts,
appropriate land use reservations, and corridors of connectivity, but also the green infrastructure
and natural assets associated with those areas.
Therefore, environmental infrastructure such as transmission conduits and storages for energy,
water, waste (i.e. “fungible” commodities), transport corridors and easements, water reservoirs,
waste disposal facilities as well as green infrastructure and lands need to be planned ahead for, say,
a century, and comprehend a wide range of population growth scenarios.
The former Melbourne & Metropolitan Board of Works used very long‐term planning periods. Today
metropolitan and regional planning have time horizons and forecasting periods of only 20 – 30 years.
Planning based on a single‐point population forecast is doomed to fail. Using a range of growth
scenarios allows for flexibility over time.
Melbourne’s Green Wedges as green infrastructure
The Planning for Melbourne’s Green Wedges and Agricultural Land project is a key part of the
implementation of Plan Melbourne. There are research reports available, and a public feedback
process is pencilled in for late in 2020. Visit https://engage.vic.gov.au/gwal
The project responds to three actions in Plan Melbourne:




Action 17 – Support strategic planning for agriculture
Action 72 – Review green wedge planning provisions
Action 73 – Green Wedge Management Plans

The Victorian Government is committed to permanently protecting the long‐term future of
agricultural land in Melbourne’s green wedge and peri‐urban areas against overdevelopment and to
ensuring the ongoing use of this land for non‐urban uses through tightened planning controls.
Melbourne’s green wedges also support Melbourne through biodiversity, recreation, tourism, open
space, natural resources, heritage and landscape conservation, and critical infrastructure provision.
Protecting the significant features and assets found in these areas on both private and public land is
important for ongoing environmental, economic, cultural and health and wellbeing outcomes.
The TCPA considers that the Legislative Assembly Committee’s inquiry complements and its
reporting, findings and recommendations should be coordinated with the outcomes of ‘Planning for
Melbourne’s Green Wedges and Agricultural Land’.
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4.

The effectiveness of current legislation and planning provisions in securing
environmental infrastructure

Legislative approval processes
In April 2020, the TCPA made a submission to The Independent Review of the Environment Protection
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 chaired by Professor Graeme Samuel AC.
https://epbcactreview.environment.gov.au/.
The Review has yet to publish all submissions on its website. A copy of the TCPA submission is
attached. (See Attachment 1)
Some of the key points the TCPA made to the Review are pertinent to this Inquiry and the roles of
enabling planning, environmental and project delivery legislation.



There are strong interrelationships between State and Commonwealth decision making and
approvals processes which delivery of projects need to take into account.
The legislation focusses merely on the approval processes under the EPBC Act. There is no
mention or description of the relationship of the Act to:
-

“Heads of agreement on Commonwealth and State roles and responsibilities for the
Environment” (COAG, Nov 1997) (Heads of Agreemant)
http://www.environment.gov.au/resource/heads‐agreement‐commonwealth‐and‐state‐roles‐and‐
responsibilities‐environment







- The framework of the EPBC Act and its links to other relevant acts.
- Case studies relevant to each area of interest within the EPBC Act
- COAG Councils’ endorsed policies and agreements
- Technical standards developed via Standards Australia processes
- Codes of practice
- Established precedents based on case studies
Each as its own level of risk and rigour, but how would the EPBC Act give regulatory standing to
each?
The EPBC Act itself has become so unwieldy and convoluted that it is almost impossible to
navigate. It attempts to provide a holistic framework for approval and enforcement processes.
However, the broad and complex nature of matters covered by the Act and the fact that many
assessments deal with multiple matters of significance further highlight the need for clearer
guidance about the EPBC Act itself.
Any outcomes‐based approach is unlikely to succeed if it focuses only on “industry” and
“environment” outcomes. In a world where everything is related to everything else, where
would that leave associated “spatial”, “community”, “health” or “education” outcomes, for
example?
In terms of outcomes, modern strategic and regulatory frameworks do include mandatory
review and reporting. In terms of the EPBC Act, this is undertaken via the 5‐yearly “State of the
Environment Report” (SOE Report). https://soe.environment.gov.au/
-

It is interesting to note that the 2016 SOE Report refers to the potential roles for the
emerging citizen science.
“Citizen science has rapidly increased, resulting in improved observations of the environment
that, in turn, provide knowledge to support more effective management.”
https://soe.environment.gov.au/theme/overview/headlines
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-

TCPA members have participated in citizen science activities across a range of environmental
issues. The review of the EPBC Act needs to consider whether this emerging trend can be
recognised or be given standing via the EPBC Act.

The Review has issued its Interim Report, with a final report due in October 2020.
https://epbcactreview.environment.gov.au/resources/interim‐report

The TCPA is disappointed that the Australian Government seems to be promoting changes to the
environmental approval processes under the EPBC Act before receiving the Review’s final report.
Role of funding
Legislation and planning provisions can provide for the legal processes and desired outcomes for
environmental assets. Achieving those outcomes requires project funding by investors or public
authorities. In the absence of appropriate funding provisions, legislation and planning provisions
cannot be effective.

5.

Existing delays or obstacles to securing environmental infrastructure

A first step to understanding existing delays and obstacles would be to undertake some case studies.
Organisations like the TCPA do not have the capacity to undertake such case studies.
An underlying problem would appear to be the lack of strong advocates for both environmental
assets and the provision of environmental/green infrastructure. In the absence of government
action, changes are driven by private individuals seeking profit.
The prevalence of private land ownership in the Torrens system of title is the major restraint on the
ease of land use zoning. Arbitrary zoning of freehold land for any specific purpose must realistically
accept the desire of landowners to obtain financial benefit as well as intrinsic (environmental and
recreational) benefits from their lands.
Therefore, if land planning analyses find that specific pieces of land should be allocated to uses that
differ from other or adjoining pieces of land, then the economic impacts on the landowners of such
differentiation have to be addressed.
Thus, if a region of land is determined to be zoned for environmental purposes, then the measure of
foregone monetary value to the owner due to such zoning should be returned to the affected
landowners via a public “land conservation” rent, paid by the state to the landowners affected. The
measure of the recurrent land rental would be the difference between the economic return to the
owner from compulsorily retained for environmental purposes, and the economic return from its
conversion to sale for urban subdivision. Such a mechanism could also be designed to diminish the
political and economic pressures for land‐banking for conversion of open/rural lands to urban built
sub‐divisions.

6.

The impact of COVID‐19 on the importance, use and design of environmental
infrastructure

Like pandemics before it (SARS, MERS, avian flu etc.), COVID‐19 is seen as a dress rehearsal for
future pandemics which are likely, due to urban encroachment on natural ecosystems and climate
change, to be more frequent and of unknown virulence.
COVID‐19 has demonstrated the importance of environmental assets, with suitable supporting
infrastructure, being within 5 km of most people. Design of the paths, parking areas, picnicking
areas etc. will need to be adaptable to allow for social distancing.
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COVID‐19 has also demonstrated the need for much longer‐term planning projections, starting with
human population forecasts, that are also set out with wider margins of forecast variances. Forward
planning must comprehend and address wider degrees of risk‐uncertainty.
Previous population growth forecasts for Melbourne and regional cities would need to be revisited
given the current trends for non‐CBD growth in the next 3‐4 years and a moving trend towards peri‐
urban areas which is being supported by both digital infrastructure and employers embracing new
options for remote working.

7.

Examples of best practice and innovative approaches to securing environmental
infrastructure in other jurisdictions

Environmental assets and provision for environmental infrastructure needs to be part of the land
use planning system and set aside at the time of subdivision for urban development.
A number of Victorian Government and community‐based programs are currently active. These can
provide models for more extensive programs across the state and even across Australia and could be
the bases of marshalling community resources (money, expertise and working time effort).
VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES
Yarra Strategic Plan
In March 2020, the TCPA made a submission to The Draft Yarra Strategic Plan (YSP).
The YSP is an impressive document and sets out four objectives for the Yarra River corridor that are
clear, well‐articulated and balanced. https://imaginetheyarra.com.au/


A healthy river and lands
Not surprisingly, the first relates to a healthy river and surrounding lands that are essential to
improving water quality. Preserving the natural vegetation, billabongs and habitats is critical.
The problems caused by rapid stormwater run‐off in urban areas where hard surfaces cover
much of the area will require increasing attention (as discussed later in this document).



A culturally diverse river corridor
The second objective is concerned with the heritage of the Yarra river, the Birrarung, and this is
where the YSP sets a remarkable precedent: it recognises the role played by the traditional
custodians of the lands surrounding the waterway over many thousands of years, and the
significance of the river in their culture. It would be a mistake to think that the discovery of a
quality water supply by early European settlers was simply a fortuitous historical accident.
Continuing engagement of the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people is a very positive direction.



Quality parklands for a growing population
The third objective recognises the great value of the river’s parklands in supporting the
wellbeing of a large population, through recreational and community activities. It is important
that parklands along the river are accessible to all, and that pathways are interlinked with one
another and with other parklands to provide a continuous network.



Protecting the natural beauty of the Yarra River corridor
The fourth objective is concerned with protecting and celebrating the natural beauty and
landscapes along the river.

The YSP presents a detailed land use framework for every reach of the river (upper rural / lower
rural / suburban / inner city) from the Upper Yarra Reservoir to Westgate Bridge. It also includes
photographs and maps that bring the waterway to life, and is written in a way that invites the
readers’ attention and ongoing interest.
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Public consultation on the YSP has now closed. Written submissions are publicly available. View
submissions. (TCPA submission Ref: 215053)
The TCPA believes that the YSP should serve not just as an important reference, but as an inspiration
to local governments, community groups, water authorities, planning agencies and others involved
in its implementation, as well as to anyone interested in the planning, management and use of
Melbourne’s waterways and parklands.
Suburban Parks Program
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/suburban‐parks/creating‐new‐parkland‐across‐victoria

The Victorian Government is currently investing $154 million to deliver the Suburban Parks Program,
to reinforce Melbourne’s status as the parks capital of Australia. Suburban parks provide us with a
range of benefits:




green open space for local communities to connect
cooler places in hotter weather. They help us combat the effects of hotter summers as our
climate is changing
healthier rivers and creeks

Initiatives include:




6,500 hectares of new and upgraded parks and trails across greater Melbourne. Suburbs on
Melbourne’s growing fringe, such as Officer, Clyde, Craigieburn, Carrum, South Morang and
Sunbury will get new parks.
New pocket parks and off‐leash dog parks
There will be 25 new pocket parks and 16 new off‐leash dog parks across Melbourne alongside a
raft of park revitalisation. This is the equivalent to over 180 Royal Botanic Gardens.

In addition to the Suburban Parks Program, creation of 17 new off‐leash dog parks in regional Victoria
and metropolitan Melbourne been announced as part of the Victorian Government's Building Works
package.
Victorian Great Outdoors
https://www.vic.gov.au/victoria‐great‐outdoors

The Victorian Great Outdoors program is focussed on parks, reserves and forests in regional and
rural Victoria. Current initiatives include:








New Yallock‐Bulluk Marine and Coastal Park – A marine and coastal park for the Bass Coast from
San Remo to Inverloch
Improving campgrounds – Building and upgrading campgrounds
Improving 4WD tracks – Improving regional 4WD touring routes and tracks, including Victoria’s
seven iconic four‐wheel drive adventures.
Improving campsites and caravan parks on Crown land
Improving the amenity of campsites and caravan parks on Crown land through a grants program.
Boosting funding for conservation and volunteer programs
Increasing support for environmental volunteering in Victoria
Creating new and upgraded walking trails
Recruiting additional seasonal rangers across the state to work in our parks and forests.
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Cooling and Greening Melbourne (DELWP – Planning)
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/policy‐and‐strategy/planning‐for‐melbourne/plan‐melbourne/cooling‐
greening‐melbourne

Victoria is the fastest growing state in Australia and is expected to support 11.2 million people by
2056, with 9 million living in Melbourne. The city’s growth, in combination with climate change,
presents complex challenges to ensure Melbourne becomes more sustainable as it grows. Cooling
and greening Melbourne, and increasing sustainability and resilience through green infrastructure, is
a priority for the Victorian Government.
It is important to plan for green infrastructure in order to:




enhance urban amenity and quality
improve landscape connectivity
build resilience to climate change.

These more liveable outcomes will be achieved by:






protecting existing green spaces
creating new opportunities for urban greening
improving water‐sensitive urban design
greening buildings (roofs, facades and walls)
increasing permeable surfaces.

The Victorian Government has identified the importance of green infrastructure to create more
liveable and climate‐adapted communities. Plan Melbourne outlines the Victorian Government’s
commitment to cooling and greening Melbourne. Delivering on this commitment is a priority Plan
Melbourne action.
Current projects include:







Trees for Cooler and Greener Streetscapes
Guidelines for Streetscape Planning and Design
Mapping and analysis of vegetation, heat and land use
The first high‐resolution map that records the baseline of urban vegetation across Melbourne
Cooling and Greening Melbourne Interactive Map
Bringing together three main datasets: vegetation cover, urban heat, and the heat vulnerability
index
Green Wall on the Go
A moveable green wall exposing Melbournians to green infrastructure and its benefits
Green our Rooftop
A green roof to be built at 1 Treasury Place

Land for Wildlife
Land for Wildlife (Victoria) is a State government program supporting landholders or managers who
provide habitat for native wildlife on their land. https://www.wildlife.vic.gov.au/protecting‐wildlife/land‐
for‐wildlife

The Land for wildlife program is based on the model of integrating wildlife habitat with other uses of
private land to mutual benefit. The use of land covenants for “public good” outcomes could be
explored, and some form of decent incentive and ongoing State support. We already have public‐
private partnerships for building concrete and transport assets for profit and public good!
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COMMUNITY BASED INITIATIVES
Trust for Nature
Across Victoria, Trust for Nature works with landholders to protect and improve habitat on private
land. The Trust offers offer to landholders to assist protecting and improving habitat, including:





help with mapping biodiversity features
developing a plan to improve habitat conditions for threatened species
helping implement actions that manage threats to biodiversity, such as pest plants and animals,
or
increasing available habitat through revegetation works.

Trust for Nature works with businesses to achieve their goals for good corporate citizenship and
deliver great outcomes for Victoria’s biodiversity. The Trust offers services to business to enhance
the environmental sustainability of property portfolios and corporate green credentials.
Trust for Nature developed the conservation covenant program so that landowners could
permanently protect native vegetation, including habitat for plants and wildlife, on their own
properties. The covenanting program is established under the Victorian Conservation Trust Act
1972.
A conservation covenant is a permanent, legally‐binding agreement placed on a property's title to
ensure native vegetation on the property is protected forever. This agreement is voluntary and
negotiated between Trust for Nature and each individual landowner.
Biolink initiatives started in Central Victoria and Bass Coast are important for the landscape (wildlife,
biodiversity, nature and waterways), and climate adaptation plans. These initiatives developed by
grass root and community parties with the support of local and Shire Councils, and experts
demonstrate the critical need for local knowledge and commitment as critical part of the more
detailed planning process and longer term implementation.
This approach given a much‐needed strategic lift, and coordinated/ planned (public access to nature
parks and green spaces/parks) and commitment to “green zones”, including future use of valuable
farming land within peri‐urban areas both for food security as well as health and ecological reasons,
should be considered for further strategic, program enhancement and government investment.
Biolinks Alliance
https://biolinksalliance.org.au/

The Biolinks Alliance was formed in 2010 by community conservation groups in Central Victoria in
recognition that in order to halt environmental and species decline in Victoria, large‐scale landscape
restoration was necessary. This scale of work would require coordination of effort, knowledge as
well as new and innovative approaches.
The Alliance is currently comprised of 18 member networks, including Landcare groups, conservation
management networks and environment groups, extending from the Grampians across to the
Australian Alps and from the Dividing Ranges to the Murray River.
The Alliance has identified a unique role for itself as a partnership and capacity building organisation
that will ensure that the significant momentum there is for community‐driven conservation on
public and private land in Central Victoria is supported, coordinated and amplified.
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Linking the Mornington Peninsula Landscape
Linking the Mornington Peninsula Landscape (LMPL) is an initiative of the Mornington Peninsula
Landcare Network funded by the Natural Resources Conservation League of Victoria.
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/groups/portphillipwesternport/mornpen‐network/linking‐the‐mornington‐
peninsula‐landscape/more

LMPL aims to reconnect fragmented remnants of indigenous vegetation to create wildlife corridors
(biolinks) on the Mornington Peninsula. LMPL assists Mornington Peninsula Landcare groups and
landholders to develop collaborative local biolink plans for catchments across the Peninsula.
These plans focus on works required to achieve the biolink on private properties, but also consider
public land in the biolink area. Designed as a 5‐year project, LMPL is to be undertaken over the first
3 years in 7 different regions on the Mornington Peninsula.
In Year 1 (2014‐15), two biolink plans are being developed: one for Watson Creek catchment
(northern Peninsula ‐ Baxter, Somerville, Frankston South), the other for Sheepwash Creek
catchment (Red Hill, Dromana South).
LMPL builds on a pilot completed in 2014, in the Tuerong‐Mooroduc area, near Devilbend Reserve.
This pilot resulted in the development of a biolink plan, The Western Linkage Plan, completed in
September 2014.
Bass Coast Biolinks
https://www.basscoast.vic.gov.au/services/environment/biolinks

The purpose of the Bass Coast Biodiversity Biolinks Plan (started in 2017) is to provide connectivity in
the landscape by linking remnant patches of indigenous vegetation using biolinks (over 180
identified) or wildlife corridors. This Plan identifies areas with high biodiversity value for flora and
fauna that are viable sites for revegetation and remnant protection across Bass Coast Shire. The
Council aims to introduce connectivity in the landscape to improve the capacity for native plants and
animals to adapt to predicted climatic impacts of higher temperatures and extreme weather events.
The protection of the environment is seen as pivotal to the Bass Coast maintaining the tourism
economy with over three million tourists a year.
A population growth of 2% was assumed at this time, however this would need to be revisited given
the current trend for non‐CBD growth in the next 3‐4 years and a moving trend towards peri‐urban
areas which is being supported by both digital infrastructure and employers embracing new options
for remote working. This trend will place more pressure on councils and current planning schemes
and conflicts with land use for environmental and climate adaption needs.
28 September 2020
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