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Dear Darren,
I hope this message finds you well.
Thank you for inviting Master Builders Victoria (MBV) to provide feedback to the Inquiry into
Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations.
Overview of MBV
MBV was established in 1875 to raise the professionalism of building and construction in Victoria. MBV
continues to be the pre-eminent organisation for the industry by providing advisory services and advocacy
expertise to members across the residential, commercial/industrial and civil sectors of the industry. In
1994, MBV became a training Registered Training Organisation (RTO) offering highly relevant and valued
training solutions to improve business’ productivity within the building and construction industry.
MBV’s views relating to the Inquiry
MBV is a strong advocate for changes that would improve the quality of the built environment. We also
believe that such changes should also consider the effects on housing supply. Having discussions on
improvements to the built environment should include discussions on ways to provide adequate supply of
affordable housing. This will yield the greatest benefit to Victorian communities.
There are clear physical and mental health benefits gained from having different types of environmental
infrastructure in Victoria’s urban communities. However, the speed in which Victoria is experiencing its
population growth may add pressure on the current environmental infrastructure in place. As such, there
should be a greater understanding on how to improve the provision of environmental infrastructure to
accommodate this new demand, while allowing for land availability to meet the housing needs of a growing
population. This requires further planning reform to enable greater choice for housing types that promote
good urban density. The recent introduction of a code for secondary dwellings into the Victorian Planning
Provisions is an example of this and is a positive step. Furthermore, understanding how to make use of
existing infrastructure such as nearby waterways and lakes, will ensure that improvements to
environmental infrastructure are value added.

Clearly, the COVID-19 pandemic and its associated restrictions has shown the importance of providing
quality spaces within reach for Victorian communities as part of promoting physical and mental wellbeing.
Nevertheless, this should not lessen the importance of urban density. Promoting good urban density,
where local parks and spaces for walking and cycling are within reach, is a key action towards healthier
communities, maintaining the vibrancy of Victorian regions and suburbs, and ensuring housing remains
affordable.
We thank you for giving MBV the opportunity to provide comment to this Inquiry and look forward to
hearing of its progress.
Yours sincerely

Rebecca Casson
Chief Executive Officer

