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We are the Friends Group of Yarra Flats Park, Heidelberg.
We have been involved with this park for over 30 years and have good understanding of the evolving nature of the community’s expectations of the
park.
Our submission mainly pertains to suburban parks with a natural or semi-natural character, such as our park.
PUBLIC USAGE ISSUES

The recent coronavirus situation has highlighted that large green spaces like Yarra Flat Park are highly sort after for passive recreation and their
‘green oasis in suburbia’ function.
Large numbers of people are enjoying the park for the pleasure of immersing themselves in a natural or semi natural environment, with the well-established mental and physical health benefits that ensue.
The great delight of people discovering wildlife, such as kangaroos in the middle of Melbourne, is something very special.
Over the last couple of months there has been a preponderance of people walking in the park, outnumbering joggers and bike riders by 2 or 3 to 1.
In my travels around the local parks of the area, it is apparent that Yarra Flats Park is the most heavily used park in the area - especially by walkers. I
think people are attracted to the more natural setting and a pleasant gravel path to walk on. (The gravel path also slows bike riders down which
makes it more pleasant for walkers and those wanting to appreciate the natural ambience).
A lot of people are using the adjacent tranquil Boulevard road to complete a circuit walk.
Many stop to check the Artist Trail signage with their pictures of the Heidelberg School’s work.
With this background in mind we suggest the following priorities for park infrastructure.

•
•
•
•

Well formed gravel paths that allow for a good appreciation of the park’s natural assets.
Circuit routes should be deployed where practical.
Signage to inform people of points of interest in the park are very valuable.
Adequate budgets to allow maintenance of the park’s infrastructure by the park manager.

NATURAL HERITAGE ISSUES

The conservation and rehabilitation of the natural assets of parks is an important priority.
Melbourne’s increase in urban density is resulting in rapidly declining tree cover and biological diversity.

The warming climate and tree cover loss is making our city hotter.
Water quality in The Yarra is a constant concern.
Melbourne Water have been active in our park and the nearby wetlands with good benefits starting to unfold.
These issues can be addressed by the following environmental infrastructure improvements.

• Increasing tree cover and diversity of vegetation in parks. Greater variety of native understory plants and grasses will encourage birds
and animals back into suburbia.

• Weed control is essential to reverse the over-running of parks by a few vigorous weed species.
• Waterways and their associated flood plains and wetlands need special attention for rehabilitation. Melbourne Water needs to be fully
resourced to continue their work on this front.

CULTURAL HERITAGE ISSUES

Yarra Flats Park has a very rich cultural history - both indigenous and over the last 180 years - that is not capitalised on enough.

• Interpretative signage about cultural aspects and digital media such as history ‘apps’ and on-line resources should be developed more.
WHAT IS NOT BENEFICIAL

In natural and semi-natural parkland commercial activities and non-passive recreational activities (such as motorised activities, organised events,
sporting infrastructure etc) are counter productive and should be discouraged. These have their place in more formal parks.
Buildings and formal structures such as picnic areas should be limited to the edges of these areas and not detract from the natural setting.
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