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I am a resident of Newport living very close to Newport Lakes Reserve.
Having felt the enormous beneﬁt of the Reserve and the local area with
nature strips and mature trees along most roads, I feel the lessons of the
value of these factors are vital to the development of new housing areas.
At present it appears that most new housing developments concentrate
only on the number of dwellings which can be built in the given area. This
disregards the needs of residents for things other than housing.
Communi es can only form where there are spaces where people can
come together. Even rela vely small housing developments should have the
provision for a few shops such as a local newsagent, cafe and perhaps a
small grocery store so that residents do not have to travel by car for every
necessity. Being able to walk to such conveniences is of value to all age
groups, including those who bike, have push chairs or mobility devices.
They also provide local employment opportuni es, again without workers
having to travel any distance. Such considera ons should be regarded as
equally important as the provision of housing.
New houses, both in exis ng suburbs and in new developments, rarely
have any garden or even outdoor space with room to sit out, hang washing
or for small children to play in. The provision of nature strips planted with
trees provide welcome greenery, shade and the possibility of a li le limited
play space or si ng out area, and for some, the opportunity to cul vate a
small area with shrubs, ﬂowers or even veggies. They also provide green
corridors for local wildlife. This all happens in the Newport area. The value
of reserves like Newport Lakes generally and especially at the present me
of Covid19 restric ons is immense and appreciated by locals from all
cultural backgrounds. New developments should be required to provide a
park area, incorpora ng any local feature such as a stream if possible.
Being adjacent to farm land or bush does not mean these are available for
recrea on. The size should be determined by environmental and health
experts, not the developer. Having an area of trees, shrubs and lawns,
somewhere for people to stroll or sit in the open air, for children to play
informal games as well, perhaps, as a small playground, somewhere where
dogs can be exercised, these are all of immense beneﬁt to people as well as
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local wildlife. Such spaces need to be part of planning requirements and
provision should be made for their maintenance by local councils. The
value of street trees should not be overlooked.
The beneﬁts of open, 'green' spaces in the built environment should be
seen as threefold:
to encourage and preserve precious local wildlife and possibly local
ﬂora
to support the physical and mental wellbeing of all local residents
to encourage people to recognise the importance of preserving local
wildlife and the pleasure observing it can bring to all ages
Mrs Ingrid J. Dodd
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